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Abstract

The problem of water pollution poses a great threat to basic human living. The
ramification of pollution is indeed more severe in the less developed countries that
are afflicted with chronic problems of political instability, lack of political will, high
level of illiteracy, unceasing poverty, increasing degree of urbanization, lack of
basic needs and basic infrastructure and women subordination. The subject matter of
groundwater and surface water pollution gains further significance due to economic
liberalization policy, to which most underdeveloped countries have been subjected.
In other words, the phrase, “sustainable development” emphasized in many
international fora, has seemingly no meaning in many underdeveloped countries.
Most river basins, in particular India, are heavily polluted. In addition, the nver
basins are stressed due to competing demand for water across different uses and
users; there is an intense competition in tapping the good quality water among the
sectors such as agriculture, industry and domestic. In the process, millions of gallons
of good quality water is transported from rural to urban areas everyday; the net
result is the flourishing water trade and the depletion of groundwater potential. [t
causes more anxiety not only because a huge quantity of water is transported from
rural to urban areas, but also because of the release of comparable quantity of water
as effluent. This contributes significantly to water pollution and ecological
degradation. In addition, it poses a great threat to future generations. The present
paper discusses the problem groundwater pollution in the particular context of the
Palar river basin in Tamilnadu, where the tanneries have contributed to the
environmental degradation in a large measure. The paper also discusses how the
dependence upon the official agencies has in no way helped the society. Even when
judiciary intervenes actively, things do not change radically because of the feckless
and corrupt governance and the complete lack of monitoring mechanism. When
everything fails, social dialogue process seems to be the key for problems associated
with water management and environment. This is the key message of this paper.

* This is a part of the larger study carried by the author on ‘Local Water Supply Options and
Conservation Responses’ funded by the Intermational Development Research Center (IDRC) Canada.
Mr.G.Jothi and Dr.K.Sivasubramaniyan have helped in the field survey and data processing. I am
grateful to both of them. The usual caveat however, applies.












































































































































































































