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General

Economic growth not affected
by public debt in Tamil Nadu
during 2005-2023, says study

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s public debt
has neither “adversely af-
fected” the growth nor
“supported” it, according
to a study by two veteran
economists.

This finding was with
reference to the period
from 2005-06 to 2022-23
when the public debt-
Gross State Domestic Pro-
duct (GSDP) ratio had a
negative effect on real eco-
nomic growth, but it was
“not significant”.

Economists C. Rangara-
jan and K.R. Shanmugam
of the Madras School of
Economics, who carried
out the study by covering
different facets of the State
economy, however, cau-
tioned that in future, a
“higher debt ratio may ad-
versely affect growth”.
They also observed that
“reduction in the debt-
GSDP ratio may induce
growth”.

Analysing the pattern of
the ratio over the years,
they said it was in 2016-17
that the ratio exceeded

Debt data

A look at the pattern of the public debt in Tamil Nadu over the years

2005-06 [ Public debtas a

2006-07 T EE ,qroporrion of GSDP
(in %)

2007-08 ETETRN

2008-09 [REI XN

2009-10 o

2010-11 EEEEEXCEEN i 4

2011-12 4 J}“‘(

2012-13 EEETEN N

2013-14 EETETE E

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

201716 IEETECI

2018-19 22.62 -

2019-20 24.31 = g -

2020-21

2021-22 ELEC

2022-23

20%, the sustainable level
recommended by the Fis-
cal Responsibility and
Budget Management
(FRBM) Review Commit-
tee in 2017. “In 2020-21, it
had a sudden jump of 4.36
percentage points over the
previous year due to the
[COVID-19] pandemic ef-

Source: The Hindu, 9 May 2024, page 6.

fect,” they said, adding
that “after that, it stabilis-
es at the same level”.

‘Appropriate strategies’
They called for “appro-
priate strategies” to be ta-
ken by the State govern-
ment to control the debt
so that the adverse effect

Economists

C. Rangarajan and
K.R. Shanmugam,
who carried out the
study, however,
cautioned that in
future, a “higher debt
ratio may adversely
affect growth”

was eliminated.

When asked to elabo-
rate on the “appropriate
strategies”, Dr. Shanmu-
gam, who pointed out that
the trend of rising ratio,
especially after the pan-
demic, was observed in
other States, too, said that
setting off the debt and re-
ducing the fiscal deficit
were some of the strate-
gies suggested.

Emphasising that it was
due to an “external shock”
in the form of the pan-
demic that the debt had
gone up perceptibly in re-
cent years, Dr. Shanmu-
gam suggested that the
Central government allo-
cate more funds to the
State.
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Farmers getting 3-phase
power for 12 to 16 hours
every day, says minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

THE state government has been
providing three-phase power
supply for 12 to 16 hours every
day throughout the state to
farmers without any interrup-
tion since assuming office in
2021, Minister for Finance, Hu-
man Resources and Electricity
Thangam Thennarasu saidina
statement on Tuesday.

The release comes
in the backdrop of Al-
ADME general secre-
tary and leader of op-
position Edappadi K
Palaniswami eriticis-
ing the government
for allegedly failing to
ensure three-phase
power supply to
farmers.

Thennarasu said, “Under the
previous AIADME regime, del-
ta regions received three-phase
power supply for 12 hours every
day while the other areas re-
ceived it for only 9 hours. We
prioritised farmers’ welfare
and have been supplying power
for 12 to 16 hours every day
throughout the state, As a re-
sult, agriculture production has
increased in Tamil Nadu,” he

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 May 2024, page 4.

said.

As regards challenges laced
during summer, he said elec-
tricity consumption has risen,
especially in delta districts
where agricultural power use
peaks at night, causing disrup-
tion in some high-tension pow-
er lines. “Steps are being taken
in these areas on a war footing
to address disruptions and ex-
tend the three-phase power sup-
ply for more hours. To
mitigate low-voltage
risks, integrated de-
velopment plans were
initiated in July 2021,
A survey revealed that
a total of 5,705 trans-
formers were over-
loaded and 2,200 were
functioning with low
voltage. To address
this, as many as 8,905 additional
transformers were installed un-
derthe Integrated Development
Project inaugurated by Chiel
Minister MK Stalin in August
2021, enhancing grid capacity
by 652 MVA.” he said.

Thennarasu highlighted that
three-phase power is also being
supplied round the clock for
combined drinking water
projects across the state.

FOOT NOTE

Agriculture

Namakkal poultry farmers want to put all thetr eggs in one basket

D.Govardandltimesgroup.com
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Things were rosy thl 2006
or 30, when the region was
exporting up to one crore
egpsa dey 1017 countries
in the Middle East and
western Africa. From X07-
08 onwards, cuthreaks of
bird fln were reported from
saveral states including Assam,
Manipur, West Bengal, Maharash-

le country
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While there are a few pockets
ernss India that have a concentra-
tion of poultry farms for layers

hase. “Today, there are
1,100 poultry farms in
Namakkal region alone
and they callectively breed
aix crope hons and produce
five crore egesa dag” saye P

V Senthll, general secretary,
Livestock Agrl Farmers Trade As
sociation {LIFT) and MD, Kavaris
Bio Proteins Pyt Lid, exporter of
eges slnoe 100,
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Dr PV Senthilat his poultry farm in Namaldal. He has been an exporter of egos since 1990
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15c0ime In handy Farmers
«can hedge their business by export-
it leazt 20% of dafly production.

pertnitted

prices.
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by making those eggs eligibls for

] aepnrte But thiz involves imvest-
ment of 750 lakh to 1 crore and
‘benefits only large farms,
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fhed undur this policy so far and all
of them are in Temil Nadu - twoin

Source: The Times of India, 6 May 2024, page 2. Also online here.
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25 YEARS ON, HAS STATE’S
FARMERS’ MARKET GONE STALE?

Uzhavar Sandhais
Were Launched In
1999 To Weed Out
Middlemen. Now,
Say Farmers, It's
Malpractice That
Needs To Be
Eliminated

Sakthivel KEtimesgroup.com

n 1984, Tamil Nadu opened its

first ‘uzhavar sandhai’ (farm-

ers’ market) in Madurai, in-

augurated by chief minister

M Karunanidhi, with the aim
of eliminating middlemen between
farmers and consumers, and in the
hope of setting the stage for an agri-
cultural revolution. Twenty-five
vears later, politicisation of the mar-
kets and infiltration of traders mas-
querading as farmers are defeating
their purpose.

The official figures paint a rosy
picture. There are 8,000 farmers at the
190markets across TN, says data from
the department of agricultural mar-
keting, selling 2,200 metric tons of
fruit and vegetables worth 28.5 crore
aday to 3.5 lakh consumers.

According to govt officials, in the
past three vears, 125 uzhavar sandhais
were renovated at 235 crore and 14
more launched at 7.5 crore, Shops
have also been allotted to farmer pro-
ducer companies to sell valueadded
products in 50 sandhais.

T Raj Pravin, associate professor
of Tamil Nadu Agricnltural Univer-
sity at Kanyakumari, who tracked the

ALL IN A DAY'S WORK

> Average sales | TaScr :
* Number of farmers
coming in | 5,000

* Number of
customers | 3.5 lakh

Source: The Times of India, 8 May 2024, page 6.

Pics: P Sreegharan

progress of sandhais over the years,
says the scheme has a lot going
for it. “Tt was the first major farm
welfare initiative. It became
popular because it promised to
cut out middlemen, offered bet-
ter prices and free transport to the
farming eommunity and even
training to grow different crops. It
helped create new business oppor-
tunities for them as well,” says
Pravin. “Also, the agricultural
marketing department brought
in more exotic vegetables such as
broccali from nearby hill stations
tocater toc il 1s, Reg-
istered farmers also became ben-
eficiaries in various govt welfare
schemes. All in all, it was a great

litical functionartes ]
were appointed ias [
heads of marketimg |

committees, and
this resulted in

preferential al-
lotment of
shons to puny

wlthﬂ'nel‘u.l.tng
party. The
functioning of

the farm markets

took a beating. It
stopped being
about the farmers

= casmy n.n;?“
i

M Karunanidhl. This year marks the
mmmmm

> Shops, weighing scales
mmummm
their produce

* No bus fare for farmers from
village to sandhai

> 22 sandhals have cold storage
with a capacity of 2 MT, while 47
sandhals have cold

infrastructure development and sup-
port services, 5o, to be a truly repre-
sentative committes, it needs input
from farmers, consumers, and govt.
T Shanmuga Sundaram, a farmer
from Masthigoundenpathi in Coim-
batore who has been selling his own
produce for the past 25 years at RS
Puram uzhavar sandhai, one of the
top performing markets, says that
though the scheme hasits advantages,
the number of farmers who are pro-
ducing and selling their own vegeta-
bles has decreased because of politics.
After the politicisation, the fakes
snuck in. “Small traders in the guise
of farmers entered the market and
squeezed out the real farmers,” says
Pravin.
“Farmers' ID cards are being given
to those not engaged in farming. Some
have land lease agreements but are
not using the land for farming They
get fake IDs using the lease documents
and sell vegetables directly sourced
from wholesale markets,” says Ayilai
Sivasurivan, state executive commit-
tee member of the TN Vivasaigal
Sangam (CPI). “This has gone un-
checked for years." Identity cards
need to be renewed annually but onee
issued they are not inspectad until the
renewal period, he savs. Ananthu,
founder of Organic Farmers Market,
says there i a provision for substi-
tutes to sell vegetables on behalf of
farmers, “But most vendors bribe
their way in. Collectors must visit
sandhais toeliminate malpractice.”
Another issue is that prices are
fized daily at an average of 20% high-
erthan wholesale prices and 15% less
than retail prices. . an activ-
istand organic farmer from Madurai,
says the system highly benefits con-
sumers, not farmers. “The price of
vegetables is determined solely by
wholesale market rates, regardless of
ingonsts, which goes against the
very idea of the sandhai.” Pamayvan
advocates for the implementation of
the minimum support price system.
TN Farmers Protection Associa-
tion's Propaganda Secretary in Tirup-
pur A Paramasivam says when whole-
sale vendors are permitted to operate
within markets, small-scale farmers
face significant challenges in compet-
ing and selling their produce.
*“The way forward,” says Pravin,
“is to improve infrastructure. The
sandhais desperately need better

and more about clout,”

rake decisions regandiing prices

he says. The
suecess of farmers’ marketz depends
on marketing committees, which

parking facilities, toilets and mainte-
nance of amenities, Also, the sand-
hais need better monitoring
ficials if they are to live up to
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COCONUT 1 TREE NEEDS
TREESINTN 40 LITRES OF
FACE THREAT = WATER A DAY

NO TAKERS FOR WOOD

Cost of 6,000 litres of tanker
water has gone up from 1,200
t0 #1,800. Sawmills are
refusing to buy chopped timber
asit is becoming difficult for
them to handle the large
number of axed coconut trees
arriving every day for sale

A woman irrigating her plantation
with water from a private tanker at
Kanjampatti near Pollachi

| 5 SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Lakhs of coconut trees set to perish in
TN as record heat & drought take toll

M SARAVANAN @ Coimbatore

THOUSANDS of coconut
farmers in Pollachi, Anaima-
lai, Kinathukadavu, and Udu-
malai taluks in Coimbatore
and Tiruppur districts have
been felling the entire planta-
tions they had nurtured lov-
ingly for years as they could
not stand the pain of seeing
their trees wither due to lack
of water.

According to sources,
around 2.5 crore fully grown
coconut trees in 1.6 lakh hee-
tares of land are facingan im-
minent threat, Nearly 50% of
these trees may perish in this
unprecedented heat due to

lack of adequate water for
irrigation.

“Over the last two weeks, [
had cut around 200 of the 500
coconut trees in my farm as
they had withered due to
scorching heat and lack

spite spending 1,500 to 1,300
on water tankers (6,000 liters
per load) to irrigate them as
the groundwater has plum-
meted to record lows. Due to
the rise in number of trees

withering due to lack of

of water. If I had de- ’P;‘»-r"kf,-, water, sawmill owners,
layed cutting down ﬂﬁaﬁ ‘T' . too, are declining to
these trees, I would | buy the timber claim-
not have gol even the ing that i’s becoming

Z1.000 which I'm get-
ting now for the
chopped timber. Two
months ago, the price offered
for each tree was 2,500,” said
KR Kalyanakumar, a farmer
in Kasipattinam in Pollachi,
Farmers rued that they
could not save the trees de-

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 May 2024, page .

s

difficult for them to
handle the large
number of tree wood ar-
riving every day
S Dhandapani, a sawmill
owner from Thamaraikulam
in Kinathukadavu taluk, said
“In the last one month, I have
received more than 100 calls

per day from farmers for sell-
ing wood. ButI started declin-
ing the calls as I could not
handle so much timber. Ear-
lier, a withered tree timber
used to weigh more than a
tonne and we offered ¥2,500 to
¥3,000. Now even two trees do
not weigh a tonne. On Mon-
day, I gave 50,000 to a farmer
for chopped trees. Forget
about profit, traders, who
take wood for construction
purposes, are not ready to of-
fer even the price that 1 of-
fered to farmers.” The timber
has become so weak due to
lack of water that it cracks
within a day of the tree being
felled, sources said. P7,P4
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GONE WITH THE WIND IN FOUR DAYS:
1.86LBANANA TREES FALLINERODE

Officials say it’s the worst damage in 10 yrs; survey reveals 94K trees damaged on May 4 alone

P SRINIVASAN @ Erode

THE survey of banana trees
damaged due to rain and strong
gale from May 1 to 4 in 32 villag-
es in Bhavanisagar, Sathyaman-
galam and Thalavadi blocks,
which ended on Tuesday, re-
vealed that 1.86 lakh banana
trees have been damaged and
187 farmers suffered losses. Fur-
ther, the survey revealed that
94,000 banana trees were dam-
aged inasingle day, on May4, in
Bhavanisagar block alone. The
officials said this is the worst
damage in the last 10 years. The
farmers have urged the govern-
ment to announce appropriate
compensation.

According to sources, Erode
district received light rain ac-
companied by gale wind, from
May 1 to 4. Due to this, banana
trees cultivated in Bhavanisa-
gar, Sathyamangalam and Tha-
lavadi blocks were severely dam-
aged. The work of surveying the
damage began on Sunday.

As per Horticulture and Plan-
tation Crops Department statis-
tics, prepared on the basis of the
survey, 1,86,495 banana trees
were damaged in 32 villages in
Bhavanisagar, Sathyamangalam
and Thalavadi blocks. 187 farm-
ers have been affected. The total
area of affected banana trees is
67.16 hectares. The value of the
damaged trees is estimated to be
Z11.4 lakh.

Similarly, from April 18 to 21,
there was strong gale with heavy
rain in Thalavadi block, damag-
ing 76,300 banana trees in 11 vil-
lages and 51 farmers were af-
fected. The total area of affected
banana trees is 25.30 hectares.

AN Asaithambi, a farmer and
coordinator of Pandiyar - Moyar

STORY IN NUMBERS
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the damaged trees were ready
for harvest. So surely compensa-
tion should be given to the af-
fected farmers as soon as possi-
ble. Along with this, an
individual crop insurance
scheme should be introduced for
banana trees, Central and state
governments should take appro-
priate action for this. Usually,
about 900 to 1,000 banana trees
are cultivated per acre.”
Officials from the horticul-
ture and plantation crops de-

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 May 2024, page 4.
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Sathiyamangalam

Inaippu Ivakkam, said, “Most of

partmentsaid, “Banana is wide-
ly cultivated in Erode district.
Compensation of 17,000 per
hectare is given if’ banana trees
are damaged.

Usually, compensation is giv-
en by the state government to
banana trees which are affected
during monsoon, Currently, ba-
nana trees have been damaged
by gale. We will send a report to
the government through the
Distriet Collecior. Government
will consider and take appropri-
ateaction.”

Heat kills trees
in Tiruchy dist,
farmers seek
compensation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy

COMPLAINING that cultiva-
tion over hundreds of acres has
withered due to lack of water
forirrigation and the heatwave-
like conditions, banana farm-
ers in the district submitted a
representation to the collector
on Wednesday seeking compen-
sation for damaged crop.

The representation stated
that banana farmers of An-
thanallur, Manikandam, Thot-
tivam, Manachanallur and La-
lgudi unions raised nendran,
karpooravalli, neipoovan and
poovan varieties over thou-
sands of acres,

With insufficient monsoon
rainfall last year, the ground-
water depleted completely,
making banana cultivation on
several hundred acres wither.
Evenas the farmers were strug-
gling to save their crop, the gale
that struck Thottiyam and Mu-
siri on Sunday night uprooted
hundreds of banana trees in
the region, the representation
further stated and sought im-
mediate compensation.

A group of farmer leaders,
including Ayilai Sivasuriyan,
district secretary of Tamil
Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam af-
filiated to the CPI, handed over
the representation to Collector
M Pradeep Kumar.
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Farmers in Tamil Nadu are struggling with poor vield of mangoes due to
excess heat, but there is also good news with new varieties being discovered

Akila Kannadasan
akila kg@thehindu.co.in

hen he noticed
tamarind trees in
his village bear
plenty of fruit in
January this year, P Rajkumar
knew his mango vield would be
poor. “This is the thumb rule my
ancestors followed,” says the
mango farmer based in Vanavasi in
Salem district: that if tamarind
trees are full of fruit, mango trees
will be the opposite, and
vice-versa. Mangoes this season,
are not having a great run and
there is a general sense of
disappointment among farmers.
“In our district by the Western
Ghats, mango farmers have seen
only 10% of their usual yield,” says
K3 Jaganatha Raja, a farmer in
Rajapalayam who sells mango
saplings at his nursery. “This is
because ol excess rains and now,
excess heat. Owing to excess rains,
all we got were new leaves instead
of flowers,” he explains, adding
that some trees did flower, but
they too dried up due to the heat.
Jaganatha owns a mango
orchard spread across 12 acres
near the foothills of the Western
Ghats, where he grows and
propagates several rare varieties.
“The fruits have not matured
enough, but fearing winds,
farmers tend to get them
harvested and sent to the market
despite not getting good prices,”
he adds. This results in traders
resorting to using chemicals such
as carbide and ethylene to get
fruits to ripen quickly.
Tn his younger years, Rajkumar

says his parents would place fruits
inside straw, cover them with a
jute sack, and leave them alone for
a few days. “When they ripened,
the household would be filled with
the heady fragrance of mangoes,”
recalls the 60-year-old who has
around 550 mango trees, and
grows imam pasand, Salem
Bengalura, totapuri, neelam,
senthooram, and nadusalai
mangoes, He is among the few
farmers in the State who are
managing to get a reasonable yield
thanks to planning ahead. “Last
year, we had good rains, and we
are getting by, taking care of our
trees and watering them
sufficiently,” he adds.

Rajkumar explains: “For mangp
trees to thrive, the difference
between day and night
temperatures should nat be more
than 13 degree Celsius, but now,
this exceeds 16 degree Celsius.”

In Salem, according to farmer
Sathish Ramasamy, the quality of
fruits is excellent, with many of

Source: The Hindu Metro Plus, 2 May 2024, page 2.

them ripening fast. He sells what
he harvests at his Sangagiri farm
online, and has customers across
India. Sathish recommends
varieties such as Salem Bengalura,
nadusalai, panjavarnam, and the
tiny but irresistibly sweet
saklcarakutty.

From the orchard

Sathish also grows Miyazaki, said
to be the most expensive mango in
the world. A kilogram can cost
around 215,000, and this year, he
hopes to harvest the variety.
“Some of my customers are fond
of this variety. But if you ask me, it
tastes just like senthooram
mangoes,” he adds. Overall,
mangp prices have gone up by 30
to 40%. “Last year, we sold a
kilogram of imam pasand for
T200; whereas now, it costs
around 2300,” he says.

Sathish has just returned from
harvesting mangoes in the searing
heat and urges people to
appreciate every mango that

A

Season’s harvest |n Salem, the quality
of fruits is excellent; (left) Japanatha Raja
at his orchard in Rajapalayam.

MOORTHY G AND R ASHOK

reaches their hands. “So much of
effort goes into each fruit, and
people like us spend long hours in
the sun to pluck and transport
them,” he adds.

Baskar K, who owns a 40-acre
orchard in Palani, where he grows
around 500 mango trees
organically, says he is set to
harvest from May 15 onwards.
“Since there was no flower to fruit
conversion, there are only 10 ta 15
fruits in my trees,” says Baskar,
who has regular customers in
Chennai and Bengaluru But he
looks forward to see if his trees
will yield fruits unseasonably.
“This is a cycle; hopefully, next
year, things will be better,” he says.
For mangoes generally vield every
alternate year.

Janganatha, meanwhile,
continues to revive rare varieties
at his farm. Last year, he
happened to eat the tastiest
mangp he has ever had. “It was
juicy, sweet, and had no fibre at
all. There is only one tree of the
kind at a farm in Rajapalayam, and
the owners did not know what
variety it was. The tree came up
where the farmer's father threw a
seed after eating a mango many
decades ago," he says. After
summer, he is all set to graft and
propagate 1,000 plants of this
variety at his orchard. If things go
well, this variety will soon get a
name, and will perhaps reach our
tables in a few years.
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Coffee, pepper crops wilt as summer bears down on Vathalamalai

JEVIN SELWYN HENRY
i@ Dharmapur|

TRIBAIL residents in Vatha-
lamalai are facing their harsh-
st drought ever and it may take
up to three years to recover, es-
pecially when a major portion
of thelr pepper and coftfee plan-
tations have dried out from the
inlense heal wave,
Vathalamalai is a hill hamlet
located 25 km from the Dhar-
mapurl district headguarters.
Lovated atopa 1,418-metre-high
hill, the unique climatic condi-
tions prove favourable for the
cultivation of pepper and cof-
Tee, Buth coffee and pepper are
raised in the vasi Silver Oak
Plantations set up here. as they
cach augment the growth of
one another, A major portion of
the pepper and coffes plants
have wilted due to the harsh
suImmer season and water sear-
city atop the hill, “It may lake
upto three years for us (o re-
grow these cash crops,” farm-
ers in Vathalmalal predicted,
Speaking to TNIE, G Rama-
samy from Palsilambu, said,
“In Vathalmalai, we had been
growing silver nak with a gap
ol 4 11 between each tree. But
this left a large portion of our
land vacanl. So a decade ago,

people here siarted introducing
pepper on the silver oak trees
ani they staried growing it in
tandem with the trees, This slill
left space available for us and
we learned coffee cultivation
from Yercaud. So for the past
five years, we had these three
erops improving our livelihood
and bettering our lives. Now
wilh (he harsh healwave and
the lack of water, the pepper
and coffee plants are dying.”
Another farmer, R Kaliappan
from Periyur said, “It takes
about three years for one pepper
vine to give us a vield of 1 kg
and in the case of coffes a plant
could provide us between 3 (o 5
kg ol colfee beans, In Vathalma-

i

M

lai mosl are small farmers and
own less than two acres. So on
average we plant over 400 silver
oak per acre and make the pep-
per vines grown on these trees,
Further we can plant over 700
coffes in between trees. Roughly,
A kilogramme of pepper is sold
At TT00 per kg and coffee at T300
per kg, But this vear, the pep-
pers started failing and we have
to start from scratch.”

When TNTE spoke to officials
in the Agriculture Department
they said, “Vathalamalai has
leas than 200 acres of coffec and
pepper plantations and we
would Aassess the situation and
take sieps 1o ensure welfare of
farmers.”

Both caffes and pepper are raised In the vast Silver Oak Plantations | exeaess

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 May 2024, page 4.

TN TO MOVE SC OVER CAUVERY WATER ROW

Chennai: Minister for Water Resources Duraimurugan announced
an Wednesday that the state govermnment will move Supreme
Court to secure its rightful share of Cauvery water from
Karnataka. On the occasion of May Day. Minister Duraimurugan,
accompanied by DMK leaders, paid homage at the May Day
memorial in May Day Park. Responding to inquiries regarding the
Cauvery Water Regulation Committeg’s rejection of Tamil Nadu's
plea to release its backlog of Cauvery water, Duraimurugan said,
"Even If Kamataka has ample water, they refuse ta fulfil our
demand. We will seek our due share through legal channels in
the Supreme Court." Meanwhile, MDMK general secretary Vaiko
condemned the CWRC chairman’s remarks, echoing Karnataka's
stance. In a critical tone, TMC(M) President GK Vasan accused
the DMK government of prioritising Its electoral alliance with
the Congress over securing the states Cauvery water share,
Earlier in the day, Left party leaders raised their party flags at
their respective offices to mark May Day. TNCC President K
Selvaperunthagai also paid respects at May Day memorial,

'DECLARE SALEM, K*GIRI, D’PURI DROUGHT-HIT’

Chennai : PMK president Dr Anbumani Ramadoss has urged the
state government to declare Salem, Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri
as drought-hit and provide 21 lakh compensation per acre for
mango and papaya farmersin the districts. In a statement, he
said since most of the waterbodies in the districts have dried up
and the groundwater table has depleted, mango and papaya
farmers are forced to purchase water from tankers for irdgation.
According to his estimates, mango farmers have faced a loss of
71.5 lakh per acre while papaya farmers encountered a loss of 31
lakh per acre. He also said the state government should take
steps to fix the minimum support price of 250 per kg of mango
pracured by processing units.

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024



Industry

Start-ups have increased four-fold in 3 years

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

DUE to the encouragement of the
state government led by CM MK
Stalin, a total of 6,384 start-ups
have begun in the state, a release
from the government said on

Saturday.

The state government introduced
the Tamil Nadu Startup and Inno-
vation Policy in 2023, Till 2021, the
number of start-ups registered in
the state was 2,032. This has in-
creased four-fold and there are 8,416

Source: The New Indian Express 5 May 2024, page 5.

‘6,115 startups launched in three years in Tamil Nadu’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The steps taken by the
DMK government have

State for industrial invest-
ment, and 6,115 startups
have been launched in the
last three years, the State
government said.

of the Global Startup Sum-
mit, slated for January
2025, was to encourage the
participation of startups
that had made a mark in

start-ups at present. The number of
start-ups by women also increased
from 966 to 3,163 in the same period.
The state was first in the rankings
released by the centre for creating
afavourable environment for start-
ups, the release read.

“When the DMK govern-
ment assumed office in
2021, there were only 2,105
startups. The industry-
friendly climate created by

launch of 6,115 startups. It
will fulfil the Chief Minis-
ter’s vision to make Tamil
Nadu a trillion dollar eco-
nomy and create employ-

made Tamil Nadu an ideal 1t said that the purpose  their respective fields. the government led to the  ment for youth,” it said.
Source: The Hindu, 6 May 2024, page 5.
CITY I REGION / SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, CHENNAL
- N/ MAY 5, 2024

“Startups multiplied four-fold in TN since 2021’\

Times News NeTwork

. Chennai: After DMK formed

govt in 2021, the number of
startup companies in Tamil
Nadu have increased four-
fold. Thesame applied tostar-
tups headed by women as
their number too increased
three-fold.

An official statement
said, “In the last three years,
6,384 new startups have come
up in the state. The number
of startups increased from
2,032 in 2021 to 8,416 by April
Similarly, the startups
owned by women increased
three-fold as there were 966
startups in 2021 and now the

number has increased to’

3,163. “The reason for in-
crease in startups is due to
the conducive atmosphere
prevailing in the state,” the
statement said.

FACT FILE

» Total startups | 8,416

> Startups till 2021 2,032

> Startupsin the last3 -~ "~,

years| 6,384 '

> Startups headedby *. = .

women until 2021| 966

» Startups headed by women

,-===+ In2024| 3,163

ﬁ, 1> Total funds given to
*" TANSEED| 713.96¢r

The Tamil Nadu govt un-
der chief minister M K Stalin
has launched several initia-
tives for startups. One of the
key initiatives was Tamil Na-
du startup seed grant fund
(TANSEED).

“Under TANSEED, state
govt provides financial sup-
port of around Rs 10lakh per

' 1
1.@-:
V '

Tamil Nadu govt under
chief minister M K Sta-
lin has launched several
initiatives for startups.
One of the key
initiatives was Tamil
Nadu startup seed
grant fund (TANSEED)

startup. So far, 132 companies
have availed financial aid to
the tune of 713.95crore,” the
statement said.

With the intention to sup-
port innovation and scalable
startups conceptualized and
run by entrepreneurs from
SC/ST communities, state
govt launched TN SC/ST
startup fund. When the
scheme was launched in 2022-
23, 30 crore was allocated
and it was increased to

z50crore in 2023-24. “Sofar, in-
vestments of 255.2crore have
been guaranteed in 38 compa-
nies owned by SC/STs,” the
statement said.

Stalin, in the recently
héld Global Investors Meet
(GIM), launched TANFUND,
an online portal to link star-
tups, which require funds,
with investors. In the portal,
3,389 startups and 230 inves-
tors have registered.
Through this portal, 714
meetings between startups
and investors were orga-
nised.

State govt also launched
Mentor TN, another online
portal, to link experts with
startups.

So far, 257 experts and 669
startups have registered.
Through the portal, physical
meetings are organised to
provide guidance to startups
by experts.

Source: The Times of India, 5 May 2024, page 8.
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South Side Story

nennat has long
lived in the shadows
of Bengaluru and
Hyderabad, its more
cosmopolitan sisters
[rom the Suuii- But
with these two réach.

the Nusscom report satd. Hitachi
Energy plans wolouse 2 500 encrgy
transition technologists with
post-doctarate, doctorate and past.
graduate degrees specialising in
v.rnl automation, transformers,

ing saturation levels, the Tamil

Nducapital husspol td anopporiu:

mity o make its move. Accordingly,

1 heas put intomadion a plan o lure
F b

integration,
"Tmnl Nadu s one of the
country’s most industrialised
states with enormous business
petential, aceounting for 15 per

the new tech eity of the Ssuth,

Thunks o liestsops offered by e
state government, Chennai 1s now
among:lwkwwim»;mﬂmﬂrlmﬂw

cont of and 11 per cont
of pust-graduntes, Chennai is ot
the
prominence agan innovation a

R&D hub in the country. Its robust

uptheir
lobal capability contres (GECs),

High-gquali glish-apeaking
talent, a thriving industrial
ecoaystem and the litest rowid of
government incentivescould entioe
multination:le, sxportegay. “Weare
setingaslow mvement to Chennad,
as bt i3 catching the attention and
fancy of companies, which was
nat the case previously. Earlier, it
usend Lo b imong thee top orsix
most preferred cities, Bub it's part
of the shortlist now — not becansn
of the incentives but because of the
ndministration. alent. conneetiviiy
andlotherbepefits.” sakl Lalit Ahwga,
fearnder and CECof ANSR, g leading
firm that helpemultinationalzsst up
GCCs inIndia.

Acasein point ks German athletic
apparetland footwear hrand Adidas
sEtinEupa GOC inChennat, tsfiest
andonky GOC in Asiaoutside Ching,
Last year, firmssuchas Hopag Lioyd
and United Parcel Service sntersd
‘Pl Nach, whik: Bank of America,
Standard Chartened, Ansex and Citi
areallexpanding.

EVOLVING NUMBERS

Besides linancial companivs such
as bank il antomotive firms,
manufacturing. pharma. tech and
product companies in the fintech
spaceareallconsidering settingup
eentres inChennai

“Chennai is catching

- Lalit Ahuja,
founder and CEQ, ANSR

reh 2023,

there are

in
the regrion, and conducive business
environment attracted us 1o 561 up
our operation in Chennal in 2007
for R&D and innovation on 4
small scale, Today, Hitachi
Enorgy 18 levaraging thesn
characteristics and
e imipsense talent
pool for its fargest -
Global Technology =
and Innovation
Centre (GTIC) in
Chennal,” sai
\e;m MD and CEO,
il South Asia,
|||l=|t'||IFI|l TN,

Humiser of GCC units
across different cites

T, )

Bengalury
Hyderabod
Pune
Mumbal
HCR

Cnenns
Holkata

BEGEiys

g2

~EhURCE ¥

EThad reported
InMarchihatamid =~
imcreasing interest
nong ovieEseas firms
ta sel up their tech
centres in India, the
Tamil Nadu government
deeided (o incentivise
firms to be the preferved §
cholce to set up shops

here, In its state budiet,

the T
said that it will provide
& pavroll subskdy for the
wwam-nvrhh:h payingjebs | n
new GOCs, Industivexperts seothis
as abooster to help the sauthern
stute compete with Bengalur u
aned Hyderabsd,

REAL ESTATE AND

firm that
il GOCs in Indin, Of these,
at accounts for just abowt
10per cent. FY 2 numbers are yet o
bedisclosed.
“Chennai’s GCC coosystem rnks
fifth in India, with more than
259 sxlsting centres that employ

This isalsoreflectiveof the strong
movement in GOC-focused real
eatate in 2023 A report by Knight
Frank Indin in March showed
that such transsetbons dominated
maore than halfof the office valume

over 150000 skilled p
This growth is hc‘ms_ Tuetled
by the government’s definitive
Involvement through key policy
initiatives like ‘Guidance Tamil
Nadw'. These initiatives, including
Ineentives on land cost. training,

{gl
president, Zinnoy
O the 10 GCCs that were set up
in Inedios i @4 only oe was based

InChennal - by Hitachi Energy,

Chennai is the availability
of technology and

telecom and loglstics
companies are making a beeline
for the city.”

- Ramkumar Ramamoorthy,
partner, Catakings

Can a slew of attractive sops from
the state government and a competitive
workforce turn Chennai into a hub for GCCs,
positioning the state as a healthy alternative
to Bengaluru and Hyderabad?
Beena Parmar & Annapurna Roy report

Chennai's GCC push

Tamil Nadu Of the
Government around
1o incentivise 2,740

hiy GEC units
salaries of in india,
aver Chennal
21 lakh with accounts for
subsidy of 30% 10%, as per
in the 15t year, March 2023
20% in 2nd numbers
year-and 10% from
in the 2rd year Zinnoy

Wi GENERATED

Of the 10 GCCs set up in Q4
FY23. ane was based in

Chennal — Hitachi Energy

Toval B.02 mi 5q It across 71
deals in FY23, highest from
BFSIMMMM

GCC llx.useﬁ rltluilill

volume dedls in Chennai

dealsin
Chennai
shring 2033, fotalling
B2 millaon sg [Lscruss
74 deals, The highest metries wers
from BFST i

“Chennai's GCC ecosystem
ranks fifth in india,
‘with more than 259 existing
centres employing 150,000

{products) Dinesh Nivmal recently
todd ET'that hiring is notas swill as
they wouldlike it tobein Bengakirm,
“Itighardertohireand ratain talent
i Bresugaluru,” b had said,

ANSH's Ahugadded, “Corporates
don't set up GCCs for incenti
They are not the primer driv

Key policy initiatives."
— Hilesh Thakker,
president, Zinnay

phenomenan for Chennai,
Ramamoarthy quickly added
“About 30 years ago, the earliest
enterprise GCCs—snchnsCitibani,
Bank of America, American
Express and Dun & Rra
established thetr headquarters in
Chennal, 1 the
intervening years,

however, other

lecations such
as Bengalura and

do help, but the core is
talent, conneetbvity, vase of setting
up business there.
In this regard, the incentives
uEIL'nd by the TN government can’t
beenough, “They help fromanentry
perspective, but won't glve you a
!\ug\lammln:ul’mnne-ymw'll:mpﬂr
perind. Typically, iCyou look ut the
characteristics of n GCC, onee you
st it np, lihe a servicss company,
projects can come and go, but the
GCC is there to stay In perpetuity.
You don't move its location
[depending on incoming projectz],”
Btreplained,
He added that a lot of incentives

aver Chennai,” he
o, pointed out,
Moreover, the IT
revolution in the 19405
hacked by heavy mps
helped Bengaluru o
Hydderabar attract ﬂlllk
quicker:
Ramamoorthy, wha
is ulso & former CMD
of Cognizant India,
seos subsidies as a

are d d 1o help

set up their bases, but that over a
longer prriod of time, these will
witherawiy,

THE SHORTLISTING PROCESS

Typically, a company aiming to
establish GCCs will go threugh an
exhaustive and sophisticated loca-
thon seleotion process, based on not
Just takent but:zisua cultural match.
“You iaay have servioe partpers in
a particular location and 84 firms

x s mn
Nodu's

= ntuncllnglheu\ultds
most progressive
companive to
b establish their
-BCCs in the state,
4 _irrespective of
their size and
industry they
aperate in. “The
« Mggest advantage
for Chennai uwr
other eit
thie 1[I.|h1i|.|\
of technelogy and
domain talent at scale.
i 1t 55 fo this veason that
1 thehiggest namesacross
induserd
service:
manufactur

thecity il
friendly; travel should be casy for
peaphion bath ides of the fence; it
shwuld have international connec:
tivity,ete

S0, even if Cliennal has the
incentives and there are good
managers in place, the question
remaing i people will move there
from Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Delhi, otc. “People are rels
resistant. I there was a movability
index, Tocations Like Bengalurn,
Hyderabad, oven Pune, will rate
way higher, az these are more
cosmopolitan locations. Chonnad
¢ Bardeore on that front,”
‘\h||j1 added, pointing out that
soveral technolopy majors such
ns Amazon, Tesco and Walmart
continie to be bosied in Bengaluru,

made a beeline for Chennal,”
b anticdend.

REYOND BENGALURY

It'salse imporiant to note that com-
pinbes beyond Fortune 500 and
Global 2000 have started establish:
ing their GCCs in India today. But
given Bengalury's reputation for
being a GCC and tech talent ub,
the ety has become both sgace and

follswed by unnui‘tclurlrng and
otherseryicesectors. About 57 deals

talent . Thig iz eapecially
truse past the Covid pandemie. with
enigineers now more comforiible

In order te attract nrms‘.
Ramamoerthy said, Tamil Nadu
should foous o its core select

al

ring, e
chaln .- irrespectiv
giventhe deepdomain capability
acress banking, insurance,
Bealtheare. pharma. industrial
englnecr nomitive, logisthos
A tranzportation.
He said that many competnies in
these industries are driving R&D

were recorded in 2002,
affice spaceof 2 18 million =g i
Ramkumar It:ima!l\uur!ln'

Glahal sn!’l;arp gl‘anr IBM
Software’s senior vice-president

and from their GCCs,
enahling technalogy transfer and
know-how, and contributing to

partnerat Ch

firm Caralines, sadd that Tamil Mad)
1 the miost urbanised state nnd has

skilled talent pool

demic enrichment in the state
through faculty development,

curric curation,

the highest gross ralio
(GER) n highoer edy I

major states in Inidia. And becaise it
has always bren ametre city, it has
reeeived robust talent service from

“The biggest inceitives that the
. (‘t’ .

uther parts of the state. Besides. it 3 global technology and
alsnhas asirang fcoulture ¢ 2 in Chennal™
i inistrative

stabality too.
However, GCCs are nat a new

= N Venu, MO and CED. India and
Sauth Asia, Hitachi Energy

of mouﬂ\ @ service- m’lmnml u\m k
culture, an ecosystem of thriving
industries and next-generation
startups. Anyolher incentive isonly
thebcingon thecake,” e added

Source: The Economic Times, 12 May 2024, page 8.
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ADD VALUE
IS GROW I H

Vaitheeswaran.b@timesgroup.com

ove up the value chain.
That's Tamil Nadu’s strat-
egy to build on its lead in
assembly of electronics
hardware such as mobile
phones, computers, lap-
tops and peripherals. But value addition -

manufacturing components locally, with &

margins higher than assembly - is not with-
out its challenges.

Domestic and multinational
electronics manufacturing service
(EMS) firms in the state last year
shipped goods worth $9. Eﬁbilhon.
contributing 33% to the
country’s $29.12
billion exports.
India makes 1 in
7 iPhones and
much of the $14 *
billion iPhone"
shipments were from
Foxconn and Pegatron
facilities near Chennai. But
the parts that go into these devices ™
mostly come from China, Taiwanand ™ %
other Southeast Asian countries. That's’
where the value addition lies.

Evenas it is expanding its suppliers in India,
Applem still heavily reliant on China, according
to its recent suppliers list. Some Apple analysts
say the company is trying hard to bring
suppliers into India, but challenges persist.
Pankaj Mohindroo, chairman of Indian cellular
und electronics association (ICEA), says India
P mucconded insenling mobile manufacturing,
But, he adds, supply chain shifting has a short
window and India is competing against
Vietnam, Thailand and Philippines.

Mohindroo stresses the importance of ease
of doing business, stable taxation and policies

in building domestic supply chains. There are
difficulties in bringing in experts from
China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and US, and
restrictions on investments
from China, he =

says. The recent
reduction

B components to 10%
helpedbutwenwdmom

cuts for mmpomnts where substitution
isn't possible, to increase the competitiveness
of Indian exports, he says. He
proposes zero duty on sub-assembly
and certain inputs,

Around half of iPhone suppliers
in India are present in Tamil
Nadu. They make a few
components such as batteries
and chargers, but there is a
scope to manufacture more.
These include headsets, USB

VALUE OF TAMIL NADU'’S ELECTRONICS
EXPORTS HAS GROWN OVER 470% IN 4 YEARS
" Year | Totalexports(inbillon$) |  share of total exports
w3u 956 0% ey
202223 5.37 . n%
202122 1% T
P T e 5%

mmm«hmmmmn

Source: The Times of India, 6 May 2024, page 2.

cables, speakers, microphones and receivers,
connectors, inductors, die cut parts, display
modules, and vibrator motors. Lithium-ion
cells, printed circuit boards and camera
modules should also be made locally

Industry stakeholders, policy makers,
economists agree that Tamil Nadu needs to
focus more on higher value addition, to build
on its initial success. The potential ramp up of
Tata’s assembly facility in Hosur, and the
increased activity of contract manufacturers
and entry of suppliers such as glassmaker
Corning indicate the electronics component
manufacturing ecosystem in the state is
growing.

Industries minister T R B Rajaa says Tamil
Nadu has a comprehensive strategy to promote
electronics manufacturing and design sectors,

. and move up the value chain. He points to

policy frameworks and incentives such as

" § Tamil Nadu Semiconductor and Advanced

'Electronics Policy 2024. “This policy
' specifically targets high-value manufacturing
.~ with a series of incentives, including
. capital subsidies, ensuring that
.. investments are not only
L attracted but also result in
substantial wvalue
addition,” he says.
Tamil
Nadu is
promoting
. R&D -and
design
" ecosystems
in electronics
"beyond capital
subsidies, “The provision
‘of payroll subsidies for ESDM
2 companies under the new policy and
* the introduction of payroll subsidies for
GCCs in the Tamil Nadu Budget are tailored to
attract designand R&D firms,” says Rajaa. The
focus is also on creating new electronics clusters
in tier-2 cities, he adds.
and technology transfer should be addressed to
double localisation in electronics to 40% in
three years. S. Raghavendra Ganesh, founder
of Holoware, a computer hardware
firm in Chennai, says there are
challenges in localisation, which
should be a mix of building own
capabilities and partnership. He
says theadvantages for domestic
players lies in the
personalisation. “We once
tailored a computer system for
a customer in a rural area
who faced frequent power
failures and voltage
fluctuations. So solutions-
dependent approaches and
different business models for
different segments could work
in B2B segments.”

The other big growth potential
is original design manufacturing.
This helps original equipment
manufacturers bring new products to the
market faster. Industry players want the Union
govt to promote component prototyping and
chip designing in the longer run.
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DP World constructing
its largest free trade
warehouse zone in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE diversification of exports
by Tamil Nadu has wooed DP
World, the global end-to-end
supply chain solutions provid-
er to commence operations at
its Integrated Chennai Busi-
ness Park at Vallur, said Ranjit
Ray, Vice President- Economic
Zones, Middle East, North Af-
rica, and Subcontinent.

The warehouse zone in Chen-
nai, which is being set up in 125
acres of land is the largest of
the three Free Trade Warehous-
ing Zones (FTWZ) the company
has set up in India. The first
phase project on 6 lakh sq.ft in
Chennai was inaugurated in
October and the company plans
to achieve occupancy of 70% by
the end of this financial year.
“The occupancy at present is
around 12-15%. The second
phase is likely to be completed
by 2027,” said Ray.

Stating that Chennaiisa hub
for trade with South East Asia
and Australia, Ray said DP
World is looking to serve sev-
eral sectors, including electric
vehicle components, electron-
ics, industrial electronics, in-
formation technology, telecom-
munication, healthcare,
chemicals and petrochemicals

Nearly 45%b of capex has already
been spent. Once the facilities will
be ready in three to four years, about
4 million sq.ft of warehouse space
would be available

Ranijit Ray, Vice President- Economic Zones

by providing them with a stra-
tegic base in the domestic mar-
ket. “We are keen to serve phar-
ma players as our cold storage
facility could cater to them,”
said Ray:

He further said DP World had
announced an investment of
Z1,700 crore to build three
FTWZ in Mumbai, Kochi and
Chennai. “Nearly 45% of capex
has already been spent. Once
the facilities will be ready in
three to four years, about 4 mil-
lion sq.ft of warehouse space
would be available,” he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 May 2024, page 5.
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CMDA prepares blueprints
for 6 satellite towns, steps
on to prepare DPR for four

The State government had announced the formation of 6 satellite townships through GO.s issued

in 2023 — Minjur, Thirumazhisai, Chengalpattu, Mamallapuram, Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

fter creating a blue-
A print for six new sa-
tellite  townships

planned in the Chennai
Metropolitan Area (CMA),
the Chennai Metropolitan
Development  Authority
(CMDA) has identified con-
sultants for preparing the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for four of them.

Sharing the salient fea-
tures of the Thirumazhisai
township to be developed,
a senior official said the lo-
cality was already an in-
dustrial cluster, with the
presence of many IT com-
panies and an excellent
connectivity to the city.

“The plan is to promote
it as a research and deve-
lopment (R&D) zone. The
town will have a segrega-
tion of industrial and inno-
vation parks, housing new
start-ups, as also residen-
tial and commercial spac-
es,” he said.

With the construction of
Kuthambakkam bus termi-
nus in progress, the new
town would usher in eco-
nomic development. It
would be located in close
proximity to the Chemba-
rambakkam lake and
would have ample green,
open area to act as lung
space for the city, the offi-
cial noted.

The other three satellite
towns, including Mamal-

Development push

The Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority has created a blueprint for six new
townships planned in the Chennai Metropolitan Area

THE NEW SATELLITE TOWNS
ARE TO BE DEVELOPED IN
THE FOLLOWING PLACES

Thirumazhisai | 34 sq.km.
Kancheepuram 995qkm
Chengalpattu | 136 sq.km.
Tiruvallur 37 sq.km.
Minjur 111 sqg.km.
Mamallapuram | 123 sq.km.

lapuram, Kancheepuram
and Chengalpattu, have
good potential for tourism,
with their links to ancient
heritage. There are plans
to develop these towns as
tourist hubs, officials said.
The State government
had announced the forma-
tion of six satellite town-
ships — Minjur covering 111
sq. kilometres, Thirumaz-
hisai 34 sq. km., Chengal-
pattu 136 sq. km., Mamal-
lapuram 123 sg. km.,
Kancheepuram 99 sq. km.
and Tiruvallur 37 sq. km.,

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE PROPOSED TOWN AT THIRUMAZHISAI

An industrial cluster
dedicated to research and
development.

Institutional zones
with residential and

mif_ commercial spaces.

An innovation park to share
knowledge and promote
technological innovations,
among others.

High- and low-rise
- residential spaces with
: greenery.

through Government Or-
ders (G.0.) issued in 2023.
The G.O.s had also deli-
neated several villages in
the nearby localities. As
part of the New Town De-
velopment Plan, the six
townships were to be de-
signed and created, ac-
cording to a common fra-
mework possessing
common facilities of tran-
sit-oriented developments,
land pooling area develop-
ment scheme, redevelop-
ment of old areas and her-
itage conservation plan.

— Green
m |
Spaces to
Commercial strike a
spaces featuring | balance
retail shops, between
individual built and
stores and open
shopping malls. | spaces.

After the G.O.s were is-
sued for the formation of
six new towns, the next
process of preparation of
DPR was initiated from Ja-
nuary this year and the
consultants have been ap-
pointed for preparing the
reports for four townships
— Thirumazhisai, Chengal-
pattu, Kancheepuram and
Mamallapuram.

The CMDA has created
broad guidelines for towns
to be developed which
would adhere to the New
Town Development Plan.

Source: The Hindu, 9 May 2024, page 3.
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90% funds for
FAME IMused
until deadline

© NewDelhi,3May

\/COMPAN IES 3

Murugappas
settopluginto
electricSCVs

This comes days after Tl Clean Mobility
signed an agreementto raise¥580 cr

. The central government’s ambitious SHINE JACOB The development of the
initiative to promote electric vehicles Chennai, 13 May eSCV will be a culmination
(EVs) in India saw approximately 90 T T of extensive research and rig-

| percentofthe allocated funds utilised Chennai-based Murugappa orous testing, the company

' by thedeadline of March 31, 2024. Group is set to make a foray added. Founded in February
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globally as well. We have

: Lo e build quality, the company dedicated our top resources
| ment nmm;facmmzs (OEMS) were' maximum (66000 aubsidy it was | said in a statement on and ttl:l:l_eht: develop this
 registered underthe FAME-Ilscheme.  offering on e2Ws. = Monday, product,” he said.

Source: (Left) Business Standard, 4 May 2024, page 3; (Right) Business Standard, 14 May 2024, page 3.
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Tata Power Group starts solar module

production at Tamil Nadu facility

G hhchandar
Chennai

Tata Power Group’s arm Tata
Power Renewable Energy Ltd
has started commercial pro-
duction of solar modules from
its new plant in Tamil Nadu,
with the solar cell production
set to commence next month.
This development is expected
to boost several capacity-ad-
dition projects that require
locally manufactured

Located at Gangalkondan,
Tirunelveli District in south-

ern Tamil Nadu, the new solar
cell and module facility of
Tata Power Renewable En-

ergy produced about 130 MW
of modules in the March 2024
quarter. The manufacturing
operations are ed to
stabilise within three months,
with the factory reaching its
peak capacity of 4.3 GW in the
subsequent quarter. “We will

The expansion
will include the
upgradation of the

infrastructure, setting

up of an additional
300 MW each of
cell and module lines
using the latest
TOPCon technology

start then pmducmg 100 ugir
cent domestically

tured cell and module, which

is a requirement for many of

the bids excluding the rooftop .
programme of the govern-

ment,” Praveer Sinha, MD

and CEO, Tata Power said

during the company’s

Q4FY24 i call. Tata

Power Renewable Energy Ltd

had announced that it would

increase investment in the ex-

isting agreement with the

Tamil Nadu government,

Source: Business Line, 13 May 2024. Also online here.

signed on July 4, 2022, to set
up 4 GW of solar cells and
solar modules, with an invest-
ment of ¥3,000 crore, in two
phases in Gangaikondan in
Tirunelveli District of Tamil
Nadu.

EXPANSION PLANS

The expansion will include
the upgradation of the infra-
structure and setting up of an
additional 300 MW each of
cell and module lines using
the latest TOPCon techno-
logy, bringing the total plant
capacity to 4.3 GW. As per the
new MoU, this project will en-
tail an additional investment
of I800 crore over the next
twoyears.

The modules produced in
Tamil Nadu will be used to
meet the captive require-
ments of the company ini-
tially. As of now, it has suffi-
cient contracts for the current
module capacity. As and when

it ramps up, it will look at the
opportunity of  selling
outside.

The management indicated
that the company was main-
taining its leadership position
in the solar rooftop EPC seg-
ment. It has already installed
more than 2 GW of rooftop
solar in the country. So, we
have the largest penetration
with a 20 per cent market
share. There is a huge gap
between us and the next big
player. And we expect that we
will maintain our leadership,”
said Sinha.

With the PM Surya Ghar
Yojana programme, the com-
pany expects to boost its play
on solar rooftops in the com-
ing months.

The rooftop solar market
has grownata CAGRof 17 per
cent in the past 4 years and
currently, India has 14.5 GW
of installed solar rooftop

capacity.
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Several safety violations found
at fireworks unit in Sivakasi

The leasing of the fireworks unit to multiple persons, the stocking of a huge quantity of chemicals, and the deployment

of more workers than what was permitted had led to the deadly accident, Virudhunagar Collector V.P. Jeyaseelan said

The Hindu Bureau
VIRUDHUNAGAR

n initial investiga-
Ation by ofthcials of
various  depart-

ments found several viola-
tions of safety norms at the
Sri Sudarshan Fireworks
unit at Sengamalapatti,
where an  explosion
claimed 10 lives.

The leasing of the fire-
works unit to multiple per-
sons, the stocking of a
huge quantity of chemi-
cals, and the deployment
of more workers than what
was permitted had led to
the deadly accident, Vi-
rudhunagar Collector V.P.
Jeyaseelan said.

The unit had been in-
volved in manufacturing
aerial fireworks despite
not having the requisite in-
frastructure and safety fea-
tures for the purpose. Be-
sides, the unit committed
the most common, but
dangerous, violation -
making fireworks outside
the work sheds, under
trees.

While the stocking of
chemicals beyond the per-
mitted quantity worsened
the magnitude of the acci-
dent, the use of chemicals
outside the work sheds

Avoidable tragedy: The unit committed the most commaon, but dangerous, violation — making

fireworks outside the work sheds, under trees. FILE PHOTO

had a cascading effect in
that the flames spread fas-
ter from one work shed to
another, thereby damag-
ing 12 sheds within a short
span of time, according to
an official.

The fireworks umit,
which had remained de-
funct for more than a year,
resumed operations only
recently.

The palice have booked
the licence-holder, the fo-
reman and the lessee in
connection with the fatal
accident.

Source: The Hindu, 13 May 2024, page 4.

Mr. Jeyaseelan said that
those who indulge in gross
violation of safety norms,
such as leasing out the un-
it, employing more than
the permitted number of
workers, and using a high-
er-than-permitted quanti-
ty of chemicals, would
have to face stringent ac-
tion, including criminal
charges and detention un-
der the Goondas Act. Be-
sides, the licence of the un-
it would be permanently
cancelled, he said.

Meanwhile, the Petro-

leum and Explosives Safe-
ty Organisation has issued
a show-cause notice to the
licence-holder of the unit.
The district administration
is also planning to suspend
the sulphur licence given
to the unit.

Training programme

The Collector pointed out
that the owners, foremen
and workers of 200 facto-
ries had not taken partin a
training programine on sa-
fety measures organised
by the Directorate of In-

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

dustrial Safety and Health.
He directed them to parti-
cipate in the training ses-
sion within the next two
months.

Similarly, the units had
been asked to display on
boards the names of the
varieties of fireworks for
which they had a manufac-
turing licence, along with
the licence number. The fi-
reworks units should en-
sure compliance with the
direction within a week,
the Collector said.

Stating that four teams
would carry out inspec-
tions of factories to check
adherence to  safery
norms, the Collector said
that action, including sus-
pension of licence, would
be initiated if violations
were found.

Similarly, he warned of
departmental action
against officials who fail to
properly inspect the units.

Information on viola-
tion of safety norms can be
passed on to the district
police through the What-
SApp number 9443967578.

The administration has
also advised the fireworks
industry to reduce the
working hours in view of
the heatwave-like situation
prevailing the district.
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More wind power may help
Tangedco cut cost this year

Power utility may buy 15K million units compared to 13.5K MUs in '23

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

WITH the wind season com-
mencing a week ago in the
state, the Tamil Nadu Genera-
tion and Distribution Corpora-
tion (Tangedco) is eyeing to
purchase 15,000 million units
(MU) of wind power this year
against 13,500 MUs it procured
last year.

The power utility is expect-
ing that this will reduce its ex-
penses associated with procur-
ing coal-based power from
private players. The current
cost of wind power stands be-
low %4 per unit, whereas coal-
based thermal power costs 210
in the open market. Tangedco
bought power during peak
hours during this summer for
as high as T18.50 per unit.

On non-summer days, the
state consumes around 350 to
370 MUs of power daily. The
peak wind season spans from
June to September, during
which the power utility typi-
cally acquires 90 to 100 MUs a
day. A senior official told TNIE
that the windy season officially
began on April 30. “In the ini-
tial four days, we received 15 to
21 MUs every day. On Monday,
we received 33 MUs, By the end
of May, we anticipate a surge in
power generation as the season
peaks, continuing till
September.”

The official further said im-
plementing a repowering poli-
cy for wind plants in the state,
whereby they can increase the

Year-wise wind "

power procured by

Tangedco (in MUs) "

is current cost of wind
/\ power and coal-based
. .power costs %10 a unit

height of the turbines’ hub, can
increase total power genera-
tion by up to 30 %. “Tangedco
and the National Institute of
Wind Energy have already en-
gaged in discussions with wind
power producers to implement
this policy. A decision in this
regard is expected within a
year,”

Speaking on condition of an-
onymity, a wind power produc-
er based in Tirunelveli said,
“Most of the wind generators
have entered into agreements
with Tangedco, restricting us
from selling power to others,
especially captive users. Allow-
ing us to do so would enable
small wind power generators to
expand their business and meet
monthly EMIs on time.”

The wind producer also
urged Tangedco to ensure time-
ly clearance of bills,

Peak season: June to Sept

9000
6000

Proposing measures to en-
hance wind power generation,
SJayakumaran, CEO of Vayau-
lo Energy in Tirunelveli, said,
“Establishing separate corri-
dors for wind and solar power
is crucial, along with increas-
ing substations that are con-
nected with 400 kV lines
(through which more power
generated by windmills can be
evacuated). With adequate in-
frastructure, many entrepre-
neurs will be motivated to set
up wind plants in the state.”

To incentivise entrepre-
neurs, the union government
offers loans through the Indian
Renewable Energy Develop-
ment Agency and conducts
training programmes for them.
The state government can
adopt similar strategies to fos-
ter sectoral development, he
added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 May 2024, page 2.
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Amid soaring demand, power
prices are rising on exchanges

Sanjay Vijavakumar
CHENNAI

Amid soaring power de-
mand across States, includ-
ing Tamil Nadu, power
prices on exchanges are on
the rise.

Tamil Nadu has the
highest power demand
among the southern
States. It logged an all-time
high demand of 20,830
MW on May 2, exceeding
the previous high of 20,701
MW recorded on April 30
amid the continuing heat
wave,

Tangedco’s own ther-
mal power capacity stands
at 4,320 MW. Along with
the State’s share from Cen-
tral Generating Stations
(CGS), and long-term and
short-term power pur-
chase agreements, the

T.N. logged an
all-time high demand
of 20,830 MW on
May 2, exceeding

the previous high

of 20,701 MW

State’s conventional in-
stalled  capacity was
16,417.38 MW.

During summer, Tan-
gedco meets the shortage
in availability through
short-term and swap pow-
er arrangements, and pur-
chases from power ex-
changes. In April 2024, the
market clearing price in
the Day Ahead Market was
{5.1 per unit, according to
Indian Energy Exchange.

On May 2, when Tamil
Nadu recorded the high
peak power demand, the

clearing price stood at 8.8
per unit in the evening. So
far this month, the market
clearing  prices have
ranged between I6.2/unit
to ¥8.8/unit, according to
the data available on the
India Energy Exchange
website.

The trading in power ex-
changes happen in 15-mi-
nute blocks, and prices
fluctuate based on de-
mand. There are a total of
96 blocks. The maximum
prices have been capped at
%10 per unit.

As per the 2022 tariff pe-
tition, approved by the Ta-
mil Nadu Electricity Regu-
latory Commission,
Tangedco plans to buy
6,130.70 million units of
power from exchanges at a
cost of 33,911.17 crore in
2024-25.

Source: The Hindu, 6 May 2024, page 4.
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TN’s power
demand may
soon reach
22,000 MW

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN

& S SENTHIL KUMAR
@ Chennai/Nilgiris

AS temperature soars, Tamil
Nadu’s power demand and
consumption hit a new
record of 20,701 mega watt
(MW) and 454.320 million
units respectively on Tues-
day. The officials expect the
demand to spike further to
22,000 MW in the coming
days.

A senior official at Tan-
gedeo told TNIE that antici-
pating the surge, the power
utility has initiated proac-
tive measures such as power
purchases and strengthen-
ing infrastructure. “We have
also tied up with private
players to procure electrici-
ty and will receive 4,500 MW
round-the-clock till June,”
he said.

Despite the efforts, the
power grid is under strain
due to overload, leading to
occasional shutdowns. How-
ever, Tangedco hopes to tide
over the demand-supply is-
sue without much ado dur-
ing this summer.

As water crisis looms si-
multaneously, Tangedco's
hydro power generation has
also taken a major blow. P5

Date Demand  Consumption

0% (iY) {Willion wnits)
March2? 19,409 ——

March2d — 423,19
March29 —- 426.44
Aprilz — 430.13
April3 19,413  435.85
Aprild 19,455 440.89
Aprit5 19,580 44118
April8 20,125 —-

April 17 &42.74

April18 20,341 448.21
April26 20,583 45179
April30 20,701 454.32

Worst drought
in last 30 years,
says Tangedco

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WATER levels in Kunda, Ava-
lanche and Emerald dams have
hit a rock bottom, crippling
hydel power generation from
the three dams. They blame it
on the poor rainfalls in the last
monsoon and a record rise in
temperature in Nilgiris
district.

Kundah dam which has a ca-
pacity to store 62 million cubic-
feet (mcft) of water has dried
up completely “like a desert”.
Sources in Tangedco said the
drought has been the worst in
the last 30 years. Avalanche and
Emerald dams are also dried
up. “We have been taking water
even at the dead storage level in
a few dams for power genera-
tion. The total generation ca-
pacity is 833 MW power in the
district. However, due to a
shortage of water in some dams
now, the power generation has
come down to 400 MW during
last month,” said M Premku-
mar, superintendent engineer
at Kundah.

Another official said the
price ranged from %3 to T6 per
unit in Tangedco’s own ther-
mal generation. When procured
from private sources, cost can
rise to at least Z10 per unit.
“With current surge in demand,
Tangedco is compelled to pur-
chase power from Higher Price
Daily Average Market at ¥18.50
per unit,” he said. The recently-
commissioned North Chennai
Stage I1I thermal power plant is
facing technical difficulties.

Source: (Left) The New Indian Express, 2 May 2024, page I. (Right) The New Indian Express, 2 May 2024, page 5.
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T.N. and Chennai’s power
demand, consumption hit
record high on Tuesday

The Hindu Bureaun
CHENNAI

Chennai and Tamil Nadu’s
demand and consumption
reached a new high on
Tuesday.

As per the details shared
by Tangedco on X (former-
ly Twitter), Tamil Nadu’s
peak demand reached
20,700 MW on April 30
from 3.30 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
surpassing the previous
high of 20,583 MW on
April 26.

New record
The State’s daily consump-
tion reached a new high of
454.32 million units on
April 30, beating the pre-
vious record of 451.79 mil-
lion units on April 26.

Chennai’s peak power
demand saw a new record
high of 4,383 MW on April
30 at 10:30 pm, surpassing
the previous record of
4,368 MW on April 25.

The city’s highest daily

peene|

Tamil Nadu's peak demand reached 20,701 MW on April 30 from
3.30 p.m. to 4 p.m., surpassing the previous high of 20,583 MW.

energy consumption was
93.70 million units on April
30, surpassing the pre-
vious best of 92.74 million
units on June 16, 2023.

Tangedco said it is com-
mitted to meeting the
growing needs of the State
while maintaining a relia-
ble power supply.

Source: The Hindu, 2 May 2024, page 5.
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‘Tangedco’s call
centre now fixes
‘power’ problems

Venkadesan.S@timesgroup.com
' Chennai: Tangedco has just

. completed setting up 30 new .

. transformers in Madipakkam
i and Moovarasanpet areas and
i will erect an additional 10
. transformers over the next
! twoweekstoaccommodatead-
i ditional power demand in the
i locality thereby reducing fre-
i quent power failures.

: Do you know how Tanged-
i cogathered intelligence about
: the problem faced by consum-
: ers in the neighbourhood? It
: was through the data of Min-
' nagam, Tangedco's call centre
! to receive complaints and re-
: dress them, the utility staffers
: identified the problem and
i tookremedial steps.

: “Inamonth, repeatedca]ls
: from the same areas were
i identified and feedback from
i field officers was sought to
i identify the problem. A possi-
! ble solution is arrived at be-

i fore the steps are initiated,”

! saida senior official.
i Addmonal transformers

mwhmwelmow the ac-

:
WHERE MORE MINNAGAM

CALLS ARE MADE FROM

Avadilmramlmﬂmn
| Mylapore | Perambur |

Ambattur | OMR | Tirumazhisai
| Maraimalai Nagar

Minnagam No | 94987 94987

Tangedco when they add new
appliances to the house, per-
sonnel at the section may not
be aware of the additional
load added to the grid due to
new appliances. Checking the
power load physically ona dai-
ly basis in each transformer is
not practically possible,” said
the official.

Calls to Minnagam are
now segregated based on the
nature of grievances and field
officers are instructed to look
into them.

Tangedco officials say con-

- sumer from their end should
: ensurethat the power load of

them:ase should be equally

Tondiarpet | KK Nagar | Puzhal |

¢ tual power load in a neigh- tripping happens mestly in
i bourhood as electricity con- night hours during summer
i sumptionineach householdls hecause that is when the load

Source: The Times of India, | May 2024. Also online here.
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24x7 power sought
as TN gets ready
for EV transition

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennal

WITH Tamil Nadu preparing a
blueprint for transitioning the
state towards electric vehicles,
charging point operators have
asked the state to ensure charg-
ing stations along highways,
connected through rural feeders
from Tangedco, function round-
the-clock with uninterrupted
three-phase power supply.

As part of preparing the blue-
print, the state is holding consul-
tations with stakeholders like
charging point operators, Tan-
gedco and vehicle operators af-
ter the industries department
rolled out an Electric Vehicle
(EV) policy last year.

A first-ever stakeholder con-
sultation to have an electric ve-
hicle charging infrastructure
was held on Tuesday, with focus
on private charging infrastruc-
ture, source said. During the
conference chaired by Indus-
tries secretary Arun Roy on
Tuesday, charging point opera-
tors urged the state to ensure
that bottlenecks on applying for
power from Tangedco and get-
ting quality power is stream-
lined. “Usually, when charging
point operators file an applica-
tion, it takes a long time for Tan-
gedco to clear it and provide
power;" said Karthikevan Palan-
isamy, co-founder and chiel ex-
ecutive officer at Zeon
Charging.

He highlighted the need to
have 24x7 uninterrupted three-
phase power supply through ru-
ral feeders. Most charging sta-
tions located on highways are
connected through rural feed-
ers, which lacked 24x7 three-
phase power supply. he said,
adding this would impact the
charging of vehicles. “When
charging stations are set up un-
der LT7(EV charging category),
they have to give us 24x7 unin-
terrupted power supply,” he
said.

The other issue which was
highlighted by charging point

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 May 2024, page 4.

- ..
A first-ever stakeholder consultation to
have an EV charging Infrastructure was
held on Tuesday | psawanar

operators is to have submeters
in malls, which get power under
HT tariff. The state government
should emulate the Bengaluru
model where submeter tariffs
are provided in the malls so that
charging point operators need
not pay a higher tariff, they said.
The charging point operators
also sought availability of land
for setting up charging
stations,

Other than that, the charging
point operators want the one-
time payment to Tangedco for
setting up a charging station to
be subsidised. “This works out
to around %40 lakh and we urge
the discom to reduce it so that it
becomes viable to have a charg-
ing station,” he said.

To a query on how many
charging points are required,
Palanivel said it depends on the
adoption of EV vehicles in the
state.

Tamil Nadu’s EV policy offers
incentives and highlights that
the state willamend Tamil Nadu
Combined Development and
Building Rules, in line with the
Model Building Bylaws 20186 for
electric vehicle charging infra-
structure. However, this has yet
to come into effect,
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Efforts on to revive Vallur
Thermal Power Station
unit-2 by end of June

The unit tripped on January 3 and an earth fault in stator was observed. NTECL has sought to

extend maintenance schedule till June 30, as per the agenda for Regional Power Committee meet

Sanjay Vija
CHENNAI

he NTECL Vallur
T Thermal Power
Station’s unit-2,

which is under annual
maintenance since January
4 this year, will be revived
by June 30.

It is a joint venture bet-
ween National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC)
Limited and Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribu-
tion Company (Tangedco)
and has a capacity of 1,500
MW (three units of 500
MW each), of which Tan-
gedco has a share of 1,064
MW from the Central pow-
er generating station.

The unit-2 tripped on Ja-
nuary 3 and an earth fault
in stator (one of the com-
ponents in the power
plant) was observed subse-
quently. The unit has been
under annual maintenance
since January 4 and is yet
to be revived. NTECL has
sought to extend the main-
tenance schedule till June
30, as per agenda for a
meeting of the Southern
Regional Power Commit-
tee (SRPC).

BHEL, the original
equipment manufacturer,
has informed that the sta-
tor cannot be repaired at
site and hence, a decision

umar

F

Drive to meet demand: NTECL Vallur Thermal Power Station is a joint venture between NTPCL and

Tangedco and it has a capacity of 1,500 MW (three units of 500 MW each). FILE PHOTO

was taken to borrow the
stator from Aravali Power
Company Private Limited,
Haryana, it said.

Spare in transit
NTECL Vallur said that the
spare stator was in transit
and was expected to reach
the site by May 30. The un-
it-2 would be revived by
June 30. “We are putting
our best efforts to bring un-
it-2 back to operations as
early as possible,” NTECL
said in its letter to SRPC.
Tamil Nadu has wit-
nessed a record high pow-

er demand in the current
summer season. The
State’s peak power de-
mand touched an all-time
high of 20,830 MW on May
2. Chennai’s peak power
demand saw a record high
on May 6 — 4,590 MW.

State’s capacity

Tangedco’s own thermal
power capacity stands at
4,320 MW. Along with the
State’s share from Central
Generating Stations (CGS),
and long-term and short-
term power purchase
agreements, the State’s

conventional installed ca-
pacity is 16,417.38 MW.

During summer, Tan-
gedco meets the shortage
in availability through
short-term and swap pow-
er arrangements, and pur-
chases from power ex-
changes.

As per the State’s energy
department policy note for
2023-24, agreements have
been executed to procure
7,170 MW power from the
Central power generating
stations. However, the
peak availability is only
5,900 MW.

Source: The Hindu, |12 May 2024, page 6.
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TN to get 7k new buses by next year
as 529%o of the fleet across stateold

10.5k buses running daily are over 9 yrs old; fund crunch didn't allow new purchase for 2 years

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

(@ Chennai

THERE is an increase in t pro-
portion of overaged govern-
ment buses in the state, now at
52,73%, as the procurement of
new buses did not happen for
two years due to the Covid-19
lockdown-induced fund crunch,
said the transport department
on I'riday.

In the light of recent inci-
dents involving parts of buses
such as footboards and seats
getting detached from the vehi-
cle, causing accidents and inju-
ries, the transport department
said measures are being taken
to introduce 7.030 new buses to
replace the ageing ones,

The department stated that
the average age of busesisnine
years. The fleet strength of
Metropolitan Transport Corpo-
ration (MTC), State Express
Transport Corporation (SETC),
and six other undertakings of
the Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Corporation (TNSTC) is

The fleet strength of MTC, SETC, and six other undertakings of the TNSTf is

70,260, of which 18,728 are put into operation every day | martinLous

20,260, of which 18,728 are put
into operation every day.
According to an official note,
a total of 10,582 buses in the
state are overaged. “Following
intensive repair and mainte-
nance works in the last three
years, the average breakdown
of buses for every 10,000 km
had fallen from 10% to 1% and
2%,” noted the statement.

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 May 2024, page 2.

Despite facing huge financial
constraints, the department
has taken efforts to purchase
1,000 new buses for each of the
financial years 2022-23 and 2023-
24, as well as 3,000 new buses
for 2024-25. Moreover, 16 new
buses are slated for procure-
ment under the Special Area
Development Programme
(SADP), and 2,666 buses planned

for purchase with funding from
the Kf'W, a German-based bank,
added the statement.

It further indicated that out
of the planned 7,282 buses, 652
have already been put into op-
eration, and the remaining are
scheduled to be rolled out by
April 2025. Consequently, 7,030
worn-out buses will be
removed.

The statement also men-
tioned plans to introduce 1,000
electric buses on a Gross Cost
Contract (GCC) model in Chen-
nai. During the first phase, 500
eco-friendly buses will be
launched. Additionally, about
1,500 bus chassis have been ear-
marked for the reconstruction
of vehicles. Currently, 839 re-
furbished buses have been de-
ployed and the remaining are
set to be launched soon, the
statement noted.

Government buses carry 1.76
crore commuters a day, includ-
ing 51.47 lakh women and oth-
ers who avail free travel in 7,179
ordinary buses.
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Metro Rail ridership sees sharp dip in April

The passenger traffic fell from 86.82 lakh in March to 80.87 lakh in April. Officials say the shifting of bus operations from Koyambedu terminus to the

new one at Kilambakkam and summer vacation may be causes for the decline. They are planning to carry out an analysis to identify other reasons

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

fter many months,

Chennai Metro Rail

has recorded a
sharp drop in ridership,
losing around 5.95 lakh
passengers in April.

The previous such drop
was seen last year, when ri-
dership dipped from 85.5
lakh passengers in October
2023 to 80.01 lakh in No-
vember 2023,

The ridership once
again rose gradually in the
following months, with
March witnessing 86.82
lakh people travelling in
Metro Rail.

But in April, only 80.87

lakh passengers used the
network,

According to officials of
Chennai Metro Rail Limit-
ed (CMRL), the daily pas-
senger average decreased
by 3.7% — from 2.8 lakh in
March to 2.69 lakh in April.

“One of the important
reasons for the reduction
in passenger traffic is the
shifting of the bus terminus
from Puratchi Thalaivar
Dr. M.G.R. Bus Terminus in
Koyambedu to Kalaignar
Centenary Bus Terminus in
Kilambakkam. When we
looked at the data between
December and April, the
average trafficin CMBT Me-
tro station came down by
6,000 passengers a day.

This aside, we presume
that there is a fall because
many educational institu-
tions are shut for summer
holidays and several work-
ing professionals may have
gone on vacation. Both of-
fice-goers and students
comprise a significant part
of our passenger profile,”
an official said. Officials
said they were planning an
analysis to identify the oth-
er possible reasons for the
sudden dip in ridership.

Last-mile connectivity

Sources said more passen-
gers would come forward
to use the system only
when last-mile connectivi-
ty, such as share autorick-

shaws, was available for
them to drop them closer
to their destinations. But
even nine years after the
launch of Metro Rail servic-
es, the officials are still
chalking out plans to im-
plement last-mile
connectivity.

CMRL recently called
for ‘Expressions of Inter-
est’ for last-mile connectiv-
ity services from firms and
held talks to see how to es-
tablish the service with a
viable financial model.

“After the Model Code of
Conduct is lifted, we will
call for bids to bring in last-
mile connectivity in some
of the stations,” a source
said.

Source: The Hindu, |3 May 2024, page 2.

Fewer takers: According to officials of Chennai Metro Rail Limited,
the daily passenger average fell from 2.8 lakh in March to 2,69 lakh
in April. FILE PHOTO

CUMTA cuts down time to prepare
transport roadmap, saves 33 crore

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennal

THE collection of data to pre-
pare the Comprehensive Mobil-
ity Plan (CMP), a long-term vi-
sion document that provides the
strategy for integrated develop-
ment of land use and transport
planning in the Chennai
Metropolitan Area for
5,904 Sq.km, was a big
challenge for Chennai
Unified Metropolitan ° e
Transport Authority
(CUMTA). The authority
cut down the time to prepare
the by 75% seeking help from
Tangedco in collecting data.
According to sources, the lack
of current land use plan was a
cause of worry for CUMTA
member secretary I Jayakumar
as the data has been key to prep-

|

aration of the plan. Initially, the
plan was to collect data manu-
ally on the number of different
types of buildings and their lo-
cation in Chennali, a tiring task
for officials as they want over
90% accuracy. “This would have
taken two years and cost the ex-
chequer over %3 crore,
said Jayakumar.

It was then that the
officials hit upon the
idea to collect the data

of power connections
from Tangedco. “Every
house, industry or resi-
dence will have power connec-
tion. Tangedco provided us the
data of 60 lakh collections. The
power utility has 16 kinds of
connections. It could be residen-
tial, industrial, institutions
among others. CUMTA saved 18

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 May 2024, page 3.

months time by using this data
instead of a manual survey and
saved I3 crore,” Jayakumar
said. Based on the land use plan,
CUMTA found that 5,904 sqgkm
of Chennai Metropolitan Area
had 30%t of built-up area result-
ing in the transport planning
body to plan the roadmap for
Chennai.

Jayakumar said the Compre-
hensive Mobility Plan will be
ready by July end. It focusses on
green, resilient, inclusive, devel-
opment-focused and safe princi-
ples, prioritising movement of
‘people’ instead of vehicles.

The plan will look at mass
transit options that will comple-
ment the proposed metro align-
ment. It could be another light
rail system or a bus rapid transit
system, sources said.
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TNUHDB constructs
28,824 tenements
in the past three years

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Urban
Habitat Development
Board (TNUHDB) has con-
structed 28,824 tenements
for the poor under various
projects over the past three
years.

The government has
handed over the housing
units to the beneficiaries in
92 locations across the
State over the past three
years. The tenements were
constructed at an invest-
ment of 33,197 crore, and
they have been allotted to
37,720 beneficiaries. Sale
deeds for 3,023 units and
1,733 developed plots have
also been handed over in
the same period, a release
said.

Besides, 1.68 lakh hous-
es have been constructed

Source: The Hindu, |3 May 2024, page 2.

Tenem en that hae been built
by TNUHDB in Thirumangalam.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

by beneficiaries under the
scheme to facilitate the
construction of houses on
their own land. Construc-
tion is under way after is-
suance of work orders for
89,429 beneficiaries. Ad-
ministrative sanction has
been obtained for 69,701
houses under the scheme,
at an estimated cost of
32,078 crore. Repair and
renewal of 76,434 tene-
ments in 117 areas have
been completed at a cost of
%59 crore.

GCC surrendered Z8 cr meant for building shelters for homeless: Report

HIRUFAMA ¥ISWANATHAN
0 Chennal

FROM betrg one ol the Mrsloli-
L [ the cuuntry o set up shel-
tors far urhan homciess fn 1944,
Uhennal seems 1o have locf ils
foous on eradlesting bomeless
Tiess, accoriing Lo A "%‘L 1
it Ty the Informatlon &
souren Centre for the Deprived
Lirban Cornmumities.

The elry corporation, in the
10k prodect saneli
mittee for D
davn ¥ojana-MNati
Livelihoods Mission (DAY
WM in Januarsy; annotnced
Lt devisien tix surrender a
whopping F7.47 crorn allocatod
for the construetion of nine
sheltors citing non-svailability
al Tand™. (he repori slaled.

Even while destitute persons
are expoacd (o the healwaue
this sumimes ewly constrocted

shelters and those with which
WGOs withdvew thelr contracts
or get terminated, remain
clozed lormomi bz, This Ineludes
the shelter on Subbaravan
Street, CDF Hospital, which
was for persons with psycho-
sochal issnes, and shelters in
Eannapar Thidal, Chamiers
Riwd, Trlphicane and Saldaper,
TATE reprrind in 8128 that the
(GO elosed four sheliers, shill-
g ) Lnsies after contraens
wilh NGOs were lerminzied,
In anliditinon to this, in Bholin-
ganallur, a building that was
intended Lo be used as a shelier
s cnrrenily nsed a5 the Mmsin
et Judicial Magistrate Coact
and anothor in Elango Nagar in
Tondisrpet zone [s currently
functinning a3 a PHC.

“Trospite implemeniing ihe
shadters for urban boaseless for
ower A decade, Lhe GEEC has nol
evilved any swmmer ar mon-

L‘LI The huulcu:g that was manm_n tabe usm:l nsa<mlu:r inShebinganatlur 13 crrently used as the Munsil (umJJdlrlal
agistiate Coort, aneier building meant lor homeless shelter emain dosed in Tandiaret | eesess

sanr plans to reduee the vulner-
ahililins of nrban homoless
duri.n;.' extreme wenther condi-
tions.” the roport st
Accarding o the hoatwave
action plan that the revenue zd-
minisiration and disasier man-
Agement department came Up

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 May 2024, page 3.

with LS, homeless ulivido-
als wore ¢ ificel under the
*high bigh-elsk” proups.

As part of the recnmmenda-
tiams for the civic bedy the ve-
purt stated that reastns such as
‘nen-awal by of Jand' or
‘non-avalahility of NGOs -

erationglise shelters' or Lk of
strenglh in the existing sheol-
ters” should not be clted us rea
smMa as there are several moas-
ures thal conld he adopied 1o
address thent “Warant laml
mapping, feeiquent adverlise-
ment for NGOs and other instl-

ttions W snhmit in cxprossion
of Interest, and information
vampalgns amd strengthening
oulreach measures can oe
adapted to addiess the existing
t‘hqllm‘gﬂc the veport stated
I'he city corporation reim-
NGO running the shel-
Whiy Ior siall salarles
terly for other maine-
CX[ENSCS.

When ashed i the LDuds are
being released on e, tho
fonndar of an NOO bal rins
one af’ the shelters in the city,
saidon erndition of ancnymity
“ffier Covid-19, some ol the
Tomg-time coordinalors of To
shelter programme Gat Ripan)
left and sineg thon, thove have
been backlogs, ber us, three
quarterly payments are poid-
ng and salavy disbursemen for
aroumd seven months s also
pending = T an NGO falls o
perfurm, the blame cannot be

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

snlely on the organisation. Tt
also means that the monltoring
and mentoring mechanism by
1he 1ty corporation is also mnl
strong, the NGO sald,

Actinns pending such as in-
ler-deparinental meetings, cs-

pacity-bullding cxerelses e
GEC eiTeialsand the sheller or-
= Tl And executive com-

mittee mectings chaired by
GILC comunissivner (0 assess
progressaf programme shoold
he expediled, (e repori saied,

Whon contactedd, g pocpocs-
tinn official said nnes the merde]
code of conduct is lifted, en
ders wonld be Moated for shal-
ters which are not funetional
heeause of lorminaied con-
tracts or becase of withdrowal
by NG5 Tn the meantime, reg-
ular drives are being held 1oac-
commcdate homeless persons
in shelloes thatare fomelloning
neaw, vificials said.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE a Cherrmal

HE DVE grverment
compleies thee years
amid the long limba
butwern the state go-
g tirthe ml.lsfm it

o AL HHER
4, with the muodel .x.ldv of von-
duct still in e, For the DVE,
Lhe partiamen ey cloclions acl
g an (nierim referendum on
s governanees shead of the As-
sembly elections in 2026, The
rosults will allow the parky o
ganze [he veracily of the alie-
patluns of antkincunlbency
flung against it during the re-
cent poll campaign and cours:
rorTect as nesdod. For iis part,
the DM K's campaign relied on
prshloning sel bn deleologle
nppesition 1o the IIT whila
touting its Aagship schemes,
The impact of the zchemes
DMK has rolled cut over the
prst thir A cannot e is-
nored, even hy s delraciors,
ancthis Is what the pecty hopes
riy hawe held it i goend stesrd ot
the hustings.
Investing In wamen
Adter ME Stalin assumed oiflce
ny chicf mlnister on Ma
i, among theMrsl anvoan,
meents was af the *vidiyal Pay.
anam” scheme, offering frew
Eravied L WL I T e nt
buses, which was cxtended W
Lrans persons as well $lndles
iline by the Taml] Nadu State
Flanming Crmmission aod thy
Lon«umcr ant Civie Aclion
aroup show thal \\mm-'n hiave
Ly sible o save between 7400
and TLOG0 w manth, which they

are ahle o use [or bewlth or el

ucaArion-related expenses.
At cvore free (rips have
heen wiade by womar ca Lhe

it etion of the scheoeand
the state nas oflered moes B
TETI0 crone: s subshilies to the
Leanspnerl corporallons Gr s
troplemmentalion. The schieme s
not witheeut cormplaints: @5 con-
muters alleged that the trans-
vl sorperalions have roduoed
Lhe nymber of orfdinary serv-
ices of buses, in which the
seheme can be availsd, The g
crnment. hosover, has miiiod

Ihig charge,
IB
\ @

S

The Kalalgoar Mapalle Ur-
mii Thittam, through which
10000 15 provided as assistanee
Aneedigibiewomen heards of Tm-
ilies, is anplher scheme Larget-
ed at wornen, which has nad
algnificant social, coonombe
and prlitical impact. 4 key
electoral prarmise of the BME,
the pover nment only m.umgul
by Lt the sebeme e yeses
after assuming office. The
scherme, which inidally coversd
a llttle moee then 1 erove won-
en, now has L5 orore
heneficipries,

Monetheless, he poveriiment
has fieed eriticism for e
ducing an cligibilite critoria

SOCIALSCHEMES TAKE
WINGS, HOPES ABOUND

Results of the Lok Sabha election on June 4 can be a referendum
an the performance of the state government in the last 3 years

T‘ ALy, on the nmu
hand, hlamed the BaP-lad |
Lun government for i
ariminatory™ attituils in fioan-
cinl allpealion, which bas pual
Lhe siale’s finances under
stress. During the Lok Sabha
eliction campaign of several

woren was to be
Ionchuded b the scheme. The
MK, 10 toen, appealad G he
peaple 1o wote fior the INDLA
Ilos; e the sehems: can be cone
timued and exionded.

Feeding children
Oni: scheme of the TMME gow

¥ -I
Px:hpme which was launcherd
for students 1n Class 1 to 5 in
gowvernment schoeols, In this
year's budeel, the schema wis
exlendsd (o governmen|-aided
gehouls inrucal dreas, Aside
from relieving working moth-

Flagship schemes

Some of the schemes the
Dravidian major takes pride In are
the frae bus ride schama, the
T.000 monthly honcranum
schema and the braakfast schema
for sehoalkids fram elass 1o 5

ers ol Uhe siress of making a
Dealthy meal aind alleviatiog
the: hunger of the chlbilren, &
study by the State Planning
& n)mmieslon (o] the schenie

JvEmEnt in At
as wollas aptliode levels of

studénd, In the 1,543 govern.
ment schouls 1o which it was
initially coolled out, L1 schonls
shoawed A marked increase in
aliendance, Seen as a conerele
interventlon with wider bene-
fits on the public heslth and

education front, there is de-
mand t extend the scheme w
govrrnment-aided schoals in
urban areas as well. Acknow]-
exdging the benetits. the opposi-
tion ALADME has claimed
it foe Lo soheme, stating
that it irbed Lo inbrodues 0L ini-
Lzl i par irsrshiq wtih 2 pri-
yAte urganisation.

“Everything for everyone'
Slalivy's definition af his wied
‘Dravidian medel of govern-
Anee s that everything should
Irr mecessibln o overyone. To
Lhisend, Lhe parly Taunched the
Dlabikadal Thed] Macuthuvaol
sehene which takis healthean:
iy the dovestep of the residents
witha eeus om prevention, carly

marTiage” assistinen sehome
inloa monthly suppord for givls
from povernment schools en-
mlled in higher educstion, The
scheme is crediled with inemas-
ing crrofment in eolleges by
Al and was exlended o bovs as
well in the recent budget, Given
Thateducation aee dovs noteo-
sure efucalion, the slate also
laumehed a skilling programrmse
tor colleze sturdents malled Naan
I ucbalvan

While the implementathon of
these schemes have Mirther
ned the finances of the
L Stalin, in & cecent inter
"These are
nol merely sxpendiiures, We
ook |t it as investooents o the
State’s overall growth,”

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 May 2024, page 4.
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Centre vet to release funds
for disaster relief, says T.N.

Tamil Nadu has filed a suit accusing the Centre of showing a ‘step-motherly’ attitude towards

the State by delaying the release of disaster relief funds to the tune of nearly 338,000 crore

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

amil Nadu on Mon-
Tday informed the

Supreme Court
that the Centre had still
not released disaster relief
funds meant for people af-
fected by Cyclone Mi-
chaung and the unprece-
dented floods in the
southern districts of the
State.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud, senior advocate
P. Wilson, appearing for
the State, sought an urgent
hearing of its case.

“National disaster relief
funds have not been re-
leased to Tamil Nadu,” Mr.
Wilson said.

Tamil Nadu has filed a
suit accusing the Union go-
vernment of treating the
people of the State in a
“step-motherly” fashion
by delaying the release of
nearly ¥38,000 crore in
disaster relief funds
sought by Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin.

Mr. Wilson pointed out
that Karnataka had also
moved the court over the
Centre’s delay in releasing
drought relief.

On April 29, Attorney-
General R. Venkataramani
said that the Centre had al-
located over ¥3,400 crore
to Karnataka to provide re-
lief to drought-affected
parts of the State. The case

== ' =

Seeking sanction: Stating that there was no justification for delaying

| AIAT

o, 80,457} STREET, TAMSH NAGAR, VEL

=

the release of the funds, Tamil Nadu sought an early hearing of its case.

had come up before a
Bench headed by Justice
B.R. Gavai on Monday, but

was adjourned to be heard
after the summer
vacation.

Seeking an early hear-
ing, Mr. Wilson said that
there was no justification
for delaying the release of
the funds.

“We will deal with it
(early listing),” Chief Jus-
tice Chandrachud said.

‘Differential treatment’
Tamil Nadu’s suit said that
“differential treatment in
the release of funds in
comparison to other
States is tantamount to
class discrimination. It
violates the fundamental
rights of those who have
suffered due to calamities

and faced greater hard-

ships and irreparable
losses™.
“This  step-motherly

treatment violates the Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment Policy, including fi-
nancial relations and the
federal nature of tax divi-
sion by unfairly allocating
funds to some States over
others,” the State said.
The original suit was
filed by the State under Ar-
ticle 131 of the Constitution
following Mr. Stalin’s state-
ment highlighting the lack
of flood relief from the
Centre in response to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remark, ahead of
the general election, about
the Congress “callously
giving away” the strategic
Katchatheevu island to Sri

Lanka and Mr. Stalin’s par-
ty, the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, doing “noth-
ing” to safeguard Tamil
Nadu’s interests.

The State submitted
that it had sent a represen-
tation to the Union go-
vernment as early as on
December 14 last year,
seeking ¥19,692.69 crore
in financial aid to repair
the extensive damage
caused by the cyclone. Ho-
wever, the Centre did not
take any action, it said.

Again, the Chief Minis-
ter and the Chief Secretary
had sent representations
on December 19 last year
and on January 10, 2024
for the release of
Z18,214.52 crore towards
restoration and rehabilita-
tion efforts in the wake of
the unprecedented and
extremely heavy rainfall
and consequent floods in
the southern districts in
December 2023. The
Centre had not taken a de-
cision on providing assis-
tance to the State from the
National Disaster Res-
ponse Fund even three
months after the represen-
tation was submitted, it
said.

“Therefore, there is no
valid reason or justifica-
tion to delay the disburse-
ment of funds to Tamil Na-
du when all the required
formalities are fulfilled as
per the guidelines and the
Disaster Management Act
of 2005,” the State said.

Source: The Hindu, 7 May 2024, page 3.
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T.N. gearing up to
provide agrotourism
facilities to visitors

TTDC s trying its hand at offering farm tours to visitors. As tourists are

evincing interest, it will be a win-win situation for farmers, visitors: officials

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

magine a break where
lyou will be waking up

with the rooster, try-
ing your hand at milking
the cows, feeding the
chicken, plucking tender
ladlys finger from the fields
and having lunch under
the shade of a canopy of
trees. The images in your
mind will remain even af-
ter vou return to the mill
and grind of vour daily rou-
tine, Agrotourism centres
give such lasting memories
to those who like to be one
with nature.

The Tamil Nadu Tou-
rism Development Corpo-
ration (TTDC) is trying its
hand at offering farm tours
o visitors in the State. Stu-
dying madels from other
States, it is charting a stra-
tegy for the same. Recent-
Iy, a meeting of various sta-
keholders was held where
different models were dis-
cussed. Officials said tou-
rists were evincing interest
in learning about rural life
and it would be a win-win
situation for both the farm-
ers and tourists,

AT Arul James Edwin
Thambu, founder and se-
cretary, Tamil Nadu Agro-

Source: The Hindu, || May 2024, page 4.
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TOI]l‘lSt arrlvals in Tamil Nadu in 23 recorded an increase

Ayyappanv@timesgroup.com
Chennai: More people tra-
velled to the state for holida-
ys in 2023 over the previous
year. Tourist destinations in
the state received a good
number of domestic and fo-
reign tourists compared to
previous years.

The trend continues now
as Doty Kodaikanal, Kolli
Hills, Kanya Kumari, Rames-
waram and a few other popu-
lar tourist spots keep registe-
ring a good crowd. Foreign
tourists have already booked
hotel rooms for July when
the season begins.

The state received 28.61
crore domestic tourists in
2023, a 33% rise over the pre-
vious year, and 11.75 lakh fo-
reign tourists, a 97% increa-
se when compared to the pre-
vious year.

An increase in the num-
ber of long weekends, aro-
und 16 last year, is believed to

Agrotourism is being offered at a small scale in some places, and
there is a need to widen the scope, says Commissioner of Tourism.

tourism Federation, who
has been providing train-
ing to farmers interested in
agrotourism, said visitors
have to be able to do so-
mething in the farm, to see
and learn something and
buy something from the
farm. “By bringing the
profitable  tourism  and
mostly loss-making agricul-
ture together, we can give
an authentic feel to the vis-
itors,”" he explained.
Shammy Jacob and his
wife Charlotte Vant Kloos-
ter, whao started their farm
in 2016 at Thalambur, off
OMR near Chennai, said
their objective was to ex-
pose their children to live
one with nature when they
moved back from The
Netherlands. “We planted

trees and then the farm
started telling us what to
do. We brought in cows,
chicken and ducks and de-
signed our farm around
our house. Since we had
additional  rooms,  we
opened them to people
who wanted to enjoy farm
life. We give people space
to have picnics beneath the
trees,” Mr, Jacob said.
C.Samayamoorthy,

Commissioner of Tourism,
said a policy was under
preparation for  agrotou-
rism in the State. “There is
alotofinterest in Tamil Na-
du, which is evident from
the rising numbers of tou-
rists to the State. Agrotou-
rism is already being of
fered, we want to enlarge
the scope,” he said.

be one of the reasons for a
surge in domestic tourists,
while foreign tourists arri-
vals were decent in the June-
Sept tourist season, tour ope-
ratorssaid.

A majority of leisure tra-
vellers were those from ne-
ighbouring states, while pil-

grims came In large num-
bers from northern states be-
cause of good train and air
connectivity, said a state tou-
rism department official. A
study by Thomas Cook sho-
wed that there was a 26% in-
crease of tourists to drivable
destinations.

Source: The Times of India, 10 May 2024. Also online here.

o i

Sriharan Balan of Madu-
ra Travels sald that in addi-

ton toOoty, Kodaikanal, Yer-

visited Tiruvannamalai in
large numbers. We say
that around 90% of tourists
have been from Andhra."”

The e-pass for Ooty and
Kodaikanal has also been a
hit. Around 3.66lakh tourists
have e-passes for Ooty while
2.78 lakh tourists have e-pas-
ses for Kodaikanal as of May
8. Daily arrivals are approxi-
mately 89,000-1lakh,

“The e-passes will help
the govt find out the number
of visitors and improve in-
frastructure,” said Balan.

The state also received a
good inflow of foreign tou-
rists, mostly from southeast
Asian countries,

J Sethuraman of Travel
XS, which handles inbound

‘gaud and Yelagiri, peopleare  tourists, said, “Last year was
preferring Hills, Madu-  good for foreign tourist arri-
rai, Rameswaram, and Kany-  vals. Many from Europe visi-
akumari “Theroomsare full  ted. This year too, the season
for the summer months. Pil-  islooking upbeat as many to-
grims from Andhra Pradesh  urists from abroad have boo-

ked rooms from July on-
wards when the peak season
begins."

However, an increase in
the cost of holidays in India
has affected arrivals from
Europe. The cost of a packa-
ge is high compared to pre-
vious years, he said.

“Flight tickets, which
used to be sold for 500-600 eu-
T08, NowW cost more than 1,200
euros. Tourists who used to
spend some 3,000 euros Em-a
trip are now spending nmm
than 3,500 eurps. One section
of tourists has fallen off the
map,” hesaid.

He said foreign arrivals
will increase if there are di-
rect flights from Tamil Nadu
to Japan, Australia, and Eu-

rope. “There is good traffic’

Singapore. A direct flight
will take only seven hours,”
Sethuraman said.
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‘Tnvolve civic
septic tank cleaning

body in
to

‘end manual scavengmg’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: In a bid to eradi-
cate manual scavenging, Ma-
dras high court has directed
the state govt to consider
making it mandatory that all
kinds of septic tank cleaning
are done only through the lo-
calbody.

“Every local body must
have a dedicated officer to at-
tend to septic tank cleaning.
All septic tanks must be
cleaned once every vear and
the local body must maintain
arecord and find households
and premises thatdonotemp-
tyevery year,” thecourtsaid.

The first bench of Chief
Justice Sanjay Vijaykumar
Gangapurwala and Justice
Sathya Narayana Prasad
passed the order on Tuesday,

on a PIL moved against the

_ practice of manual scaveng-
mg.

The court expressed its
dismay over the fact that the
practice continues even after
several orders issued by
courts and enactment of the
Employment of  Manual
Scavenging and Construc-
tion of Dry Latrines (Prohib-
ition) Act, 1993.

The judges made it clear
that heads of local bodies
must be named in the FIRs
registered in connection with
manual scavenging.

Source: The Times of India, | May 2024, page 4.

"‘ntlsg FIRs be-
ing filed only in cases of
deaths. That too, it is done by

identifying a convenient
scapegoat, typically a lowly
employee of the contractor.
The heads of the local bodies
go scotfree. There is no disin-
centive for such persons,” the
courtsaid.

In deserving cases, the
FIR must be lodged against
the following persons: the
commissioner for death with-
in a city municipal corpora-
tion (In cases arising in Chen-
nai, senior officers of Chen-

2/

nai Metropolitan Water Sup- :
plyand Sewerage Boardmust

also be arrayed as accused);

the municipal commission-
ersfor death withinamunici-
pality; and the commissioner :

of panchayat union for death
within a panchayat, the judg-

es said, “In order to rehabil-

itate, manual scavengers
must be provided employ-

ment in Group-IV posts ac-
cording to their qualifica- :

tion,” the bench said.
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South Ple: A Decp Dive Into Politics, Socety And Culture

It's been a decade since Abdul Kalam Puram was set up in Tiruvannamalai as a model for
holistic rehabilitation, providing bonded labourers with housing and sustainable livelihood

RESCUED, RESETTL

11 through her teens, G Priya

toiled as a bonded labourer at &

brick kiln in Vellore, seeing no

way out for herself orher family

2015, came aray of hope when

she and her family were rescued by govt of

ficdals and resettled with a house on the 15-

acre campus of Abdul Kalam Puram at Mee-

sanallur village in Tiruvannamalai district.

Things have been looking up since, says the

29-vear-old, whose family was one of 100 res-

cued bonded labourers given permanent
housing in the community living space.

Meesanallur is today more than just a
social housing project. It has become a mod-
el for rehabilitation.

In the past decade, the rescued labourers
at Meesanallun who are from the Irular com-
munity — classified under particularly vul-
nerable tribal groups — have been upskilled
and employed in various cottage indusiries
in the hamlet. Some have even been trained
to start their own businesses and are joint
owners of brick kilns and wood workshops
as well as charcoal and paper bag-making
units.

Priya works at a sanitary napkin manu-
facturing unit, jointly run with 23 other res-
cued wornen, "'We sell our products under the
brand ‘Vaagal’,” she says, adding that they
have started receiving orders from Lotus
Footwear in SIPCOT for 40,000 pads. "We are
now acquiring a BIS certificate {or our prod-
uct and are looking at ways to improve our

u '."*-’-"-"

bonded labourers take charge at a sanitary napkin manufacturing

Rescued
unit, selling products under the brand ‘Vaagai'; Following the 2015 floods, Irulas, whase homes |
‘washed away, were given houses in Meesanallur village. Community members are .

were
trained and

" says Priya. .

While most rehabilitation exercises
across Indla focus on providing rescued la-
bourers with an alternate livelihood, they do
not provide a permanent residence, due to
which many cannot avafl of govt benefits,
The Meesanallur project is one of the few
that provides a viable livelihood and perma-
nent residences,

All the houses here are uniform in size
and appearance. The one BHK houses are
fitted with solar panels for smaller elsctric
equipment and a biogas plant for cooking.
Drinking water pipelines have been laid and
street lights fixed in the smart housing colo-
ny The hamlet also has a park for children,
acommunity hall and an anganwadi (créche/
daycare centre).

“There are no instances of rescued bond-
ed labourers returning to their old lives even
after the Meesanallur project was initiated,”
says P Muni 1, president of the R i
Bonded Labourers Association. “Our asso-
ciation is working with the govt to ensure
this does not happen. Govt ID eards such as
Andhaar, ration and voter ID are being pro-
vided so they get all the benefits due to them.”

There is a school nearby for students up
to Class VI but they have to go to other
villages and towns such as Thellar, Na-
dukuppam and Vandavasi for higher sec-
ondary education. “We have 100 children
enrolled in the school here,” says Mu-
niappan, “What we need from the govt is
transport for students, especially girls
studying from Class XI and Class X1I who

have to travel some distance for school.”
However, only a handfol of youngsters
from Meesanallur have joined colleges. “In
my community, girls are married off ata
very young age which is why I am deter-
mined to get a job immediately after [ get
my degree,” says Deepika, among the few
from the village who are in college. “Maybe:
[ will inspire other parents to allow their
children to go to college,” =
The project was started im-
mediately after the 2015
floods, when it was
found that the homes
of Irulas living near
waterbodies had
been washed away,
says Tiruvallur
collector T Prab-
hushankar, who
was the sub-collec-
tor of Tiruvanna-
malai in 2015, and
helped get the project
off the ground. “Funds
for constructing houszes
were sought from Union govt un-
der the tribal welfare scheme.” In the first
phase, about 50 houses were built, and then
the project was stalled. The project was re-
started in 2019 by Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar
Housing and Development Corporation Lim-
ited MD P K Kandasamy, who took over as
collector of Tiruvannamalai (and is now
spread across about 40 acres and expanded
tomove than 100 families), “Though they had

Source: The Times of India, 2 May 2024, page 6.

As per a study
conducted by ASK
training and
learning, a New
Delhi-based NGO,
bonded labourers in
Tamil Nadu have
reduced by §1.9%
from 2014 to 2021

employed in carpentry and encouraged to start businesses

housing, we found unemployment was a
problem they encountered, which was wity
we estahlished cottage industries here,” says
Kandasamy “Community members were
trained and assigned to industries based on
skills, We have new in the pipell
among them is training women in tailoring.
We plan to get orders for stitching govt uni-
forms ™

Resettling is a social transition, where
families must adapt to a new way of life,
gays Prince Solomon Devadass, associ-
ate professor and field work coordi-
nator of social work at Madras
Christian College, who helped
with the transition to commu-

nity living.

“Despite ready houses, some
of the families did not want to
move, one reason being the deep
bond Irulars have with their an-.

cestral land, often regardless of
legal ownership, as it connecis
them to their ancestors’ spirits.”
Devadassadds that social diserimi-
nation against the community as ‘snake-
catchers’ makes it hard for them to trust
outsiders. “Rather than Imposing urban
standards, we need to tailor designs to their
norme. For example, houses should feel fa-
miliar, with slanting roofs mimicking
thatched ones, and verandahs for communal
gatherings or elders to rest, which ls some-
thing the community is familiar with. Social
housing projects need to take into considers-
tion & community's unique way of 1ife.”
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As the mercury level rises by the day, Tangedco employees and
AC technicians work through the heat to help bring some respite

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

TAMIL NADII has been setting
records in power demand onee
every few days this suminer
Despite the jump in consump-
tion, Tangedco has managed to
avoid major disruptions. This
has been made possible by the
power utility's workforce
whiech is short-staffed vet kept
on its toes round the clock to
ensure residents aren't incon-
venienced by the searing heat.

Though legislation demand
that 8-hour duty should be en-
sured, seme foremen ¢laimed
thelr work hours get extended
by 50%. 8 Ezhilan (55), a lore-
man in Chengalpattu, told
TNIE, “Employveeslike me work
10 10 12 hours every day due to
inadequate stall’ strength. Nev-
ertheless, we are ready to do it
hecause we have a responsibil-
ity, and uninterrupted power
supply has to be ensured,”

Explaining challenges in
summer. Ezhilan said working
on power lines, transformers,
and electricity poles gets tough-
er. “Sometimes, we spend sleep-
less nighls owing Lo heavy
workload. If the power utility
fills vacaneies, burden on the
staff ean be reduced by 50%."
he said.

Some wiremen said they re-
ceive a minimum of 15 to 20
calls every day in summer
against the usual average of 10
calls during other seasons. R
Velmurugan, a wireman rom
Vellore, said, “T have seen some

Though legistation demand only 8-hour duty, some foremen claimed their
work hours get extended to 17 1015 hours | 5 SEMBREAPANDIYAN/ 5 DINESH

of my friends faint while at
work owing to pressure.”

Nothing can be more night-
marish to a wireman than
climbing iron poles when the
lieat shows no sign of abating.
Ul Muthaiah said he has (o
climb 10 to 15 poles and a few
transformers every day under
the blazing sun., “Concrete
poles are hotter, but we some-
how manage it. Climbing iron
poles, however, peels Lhe skin
off our palms. Power utilisa-
tion is significantly higher at
night and transformers fre-
gquently trip. We have been
working till 2 am everv day in
the recenl days Lo ensure resi-
dents sleep peacefully,” he
said.

R Murali (46), who is work-
ing as a line inspector al 88
Colony substation in Madurai,

said as per norms 15,000 ER
services should be managed by
[ive wiremen, five helpers and
ane line inspector (supervisor).
However, only five employees
are managing such an area. “1
wenl home at 4 am on Thurs-
day after rectifying issues in
some transformers, and had to
report to duty again at 8 am. A
fransformer generally receives
11,000 volts power, and a 1ot of
concentralion is needed while
repairing it. Working under ex-
treme stress makes 2 person
vulnerable to serious acci-
dents. Safety gear supply is
also limited. Over 10,000 con-
tract labourers have worked in
Tangedeo across the state with-
out salaries for over 10 vears.
They don’t receive compensa-
tion or benefits inchiding in-
surance given by the govern-

ment, foraceidents

at work spot. The

government should

come forward and

regularise such staff,”
Murali said.

Patal aceidents on duty isnot
uncomimon among line inspec-
tors when they work long
hours, R Kalimuthu, who is
employed at Tatabad section
office in Colmbatore, said.
“There have been several
deaths In the past. I' consum-
ers avoid power wastage by
switching off electrical appli-
ances when they leave a room,
frequent issues in transtorm-
ersowing to increased demani
can be curtailed. This will, in
turn, reduce work burden on
field staff,” he said.

Apart from Tangedceo staff,
even electriclans working pri-
vately, especially air-condition-
er technicians, have heen doing
overtime this surmmer.

R Sivanesan, an electrician
from Chinthamani in Tiruchy
for 30 vears, said his dav staris
al 7 am and strelches for 12

As partof aseries on the condition
of workers toiling under the sun,
THiEtakes a look at the lves of
elactricians and AL mechanics
L EEAENWR

hours, *0Our work is difficult
and dangerous, However, until
last year, we used to get low
salaries (T450 a day). Now we
get T550 to T600. Rain or shine,
we have Lo go lo work Lo feed
our family,” he said.

A Balamurugan, a 30-vear-
old AC technician from Ram-
anathapuram who resides in
Salem, said he has been in this
job for 11 years, earning up to
2900 a day. Working In summer
gels challenging while install-
ing outdoor units at a height
without adequate safety gears.
However, there are still many
AC technicians like M Sara-
vankumar who earn only 300
4 day, work withoul weekly
break and also face hostile
homeowners.

(With inpuis from 8 Guru-
vanmikanathan @ Chennal,
Thinakaran Rajemani @ Ten-
kasi, Jeyalakshini Ramanijam
o Madural, N Dhamothoran @
Coimbaiore, K Shakthivel @
Salem, Rajalakshini Sampath
G Vellore and P Thivuselvam &
Tiruchy)

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 May 2024, page 4.

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024
32



Education and Health

Tribal girl tops class 10 boards
from outside network coverage

PEARSON LENEKAR S R @ Tiruchy

“THE number you're trying to
reach is not available at the mo-
ment,” echoes the recording
whenever someone attempts to
contact R Dhanusha, a tribal
community girl from Sillaiyur
village who has secured a cen-
tum in mathematics in the class
10 public examination.

AS there is no mobile phone
tower in her place, it’s quite
tricky to reach out to Dhanu-
sha and her parents, who are
cashew farm workers in the vil-
lage at Vannadu panchayat,
nestled in the hills of Pachama-
lai. In order to talk to TIVIE, she
had to walk over a kilometre to
get connectivity.

A student of Government
Tribal Residential Higher Sec-
ondary School in Chinna Illu-
pur, Dhanusha is the only stu-
dent among all the five tribal
residential schools in the
Thuraiyur region to score a
centum in the boards this year.
Scoring a total of 450 marks,
Dhanusha is also the topper of
her school.

With her voice breaking up
over the call, Dhanusha said, “I
travelled back and forth to my
village on weekends to work

R Dhanusha (15) has scored a total of 450 in her class
10 exams, with a centum in mathematics | express

alongside my parents in the ag-
riculture field. When my father
goes to work in the downhill
area, I take responsibility of
the field along with my
mother.”

Rathika, mother of Dhanu-
sha, said, “We are cashew culti-
vators by profession. Along
with her studies, she helped us
a lot with work. Whatever she
opts to study, we will stand by
her and help her achieve her
dream.”

P Selvam, headmaster of the
school, said, “We are happy
that our student has achieved a
centum. She has scored 450 in
the exam and topped in the
school. Hailing from a poor
background, she was able to
achieve this through her hard

Source: The New Indian Express, |3 May 2024, page 2.

e

work under teachers’ guidance.
Since she is staying in the hos-
tel, we gave her focused train-
ing.” He added, “If she had
scored more than 90 in English,
she might have scored above
480, setting a record for the
highest marks scored by a stu-
dent in the school’s history. We
are aiming for more centums in
the next year.”

The same school achieved
two centums in Science last
year in the tenth public exami-
nation, as per sources.

Dhanusha said, “I want to be-
come a Collector (IAS officer)
and do good for the people in
my area. I want to thank my
teacher R Suji and the head-
master for making this
possible.”
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AT 95.15%, TN TRIBAL SCHOOLS’
CLASS 12 PASS SCORE IMPROVES

Among 35 schools across the state, 14 record 100% pass rate; 7 students score centum

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
i@ Chennai

FROM the bottom of the per-
formance table two years ago, the
schools run by the tribal welfare
department have come a long
way, recording a pass percentage
of 94.82 in 2023 and 95.15 this
year.

As per the data collated by the
department, out of the total 35
schools, 14 have achieved 100%
pass rate, compared to just 10
schools last year, Additionally,
seven students have scored cen-
tum in various subjects against
justone student who managed to
get it last yean

In 2022, the pass percentage of
class 12 students from tribal wel-
fare schools was 86, lower than
the 89 recorded by all the govern-
ment schools, This year, out of
the 1,402 students who wrote the
examination, 1,334 passed.
Amang the 35 schools under the
department, including seven
Ekalavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRS), 10 government
tribal residential schools and
four EMRS schools achieved a
100% pass rate.

Teachers said there is still scope for improvement and urged the government Lo fill
vacancies and to redeploy teachers as per student count | express

June 1deadline for applying for supplementary exam

Chennai: Students who have failed to clear or were absent for class 11
and 12 examinations could apply for the supplementary examinations by
making a visit to their respective schools from May 16 to June 1 (except
Sundays) from 11 am to 5 pm. Private candidates can apply from the
service centres that are formed in each district for the purpose, said a
press release from the directorate of government examinations. Private
candidates can find the details of the service centres on www.dge.tn.gov.
in or at the district and chief education offices.

“We changed that now and gave
more importance tothe schools.

A top tribal welfare depart-
ment official said one of the

main complaints against the de-
partment was there was no reg-
ular monitoring of the schools.

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 May 2024, page 2.

Resulis were reviewed after eve-
ry examination and measures
were taken to improve them,”

he said.

While the overall pass percent-
age are encouraging, only 8% of
students managed to score above
80%. About 47% of students
scored between 60 and 79%,
while 44% fell within the range
of 35 to 59%. Headmasters and
teachers working in the tribal
schools said this is due to absen-
teeismand lack of proper prima-
rv education.

“Abhout 10 to 20% of the stu-
dentsstarl working after class 10.
We have to convince them to con-
tinue schooling. This apart, pri-
mary level education should also
be strengthened to improve the
results,” said D Vijavan, Karu-
mandhurai Government Tribal
Residential School.

Teachers also said there is still
scope for improvement by filling
vacancies and redeployment of
teachers. “There are many va-
cancies at all levels. At present,
they have been filled with tempo-
rary teachers. The department
also doesn’t ensure redeploy-
ment of teachers as per the stu-
dent count, affecting the educa-
tion of the students,” said a
teacher of a tribal school.
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2023 vs 2024: In centums

..’, Computer science had most number
w. + of centums this year (6,996) as
| well as last year (4,618)
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Number of centums
drop by 6,129 this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE number of students scor-
ing centum in various subjects
intheclass12exam hasdropped
by 6,149 — the number stands
at 26,352 this year against 32,501
last year.

The major difference was in
accountacy — as many as 6,573
had scored full marks last year,
while it dropped by 4,926 and
stood at 1,647 this year.

Talking about the decrease,
an accountancy teacher from a
government school in Na-
makkal said this was due to the
one-mark questions being
tough. “The pass percentage
has shown a slight improve-
ment from 96.06% last year to
96.61% this year,” he noted.

The number of centum in
major subjects like physics,

chemistry, biology and botany
have reduced while that in
maths and zoology have in-
creased. More students (2,587)
secured centum in maths this
year than last year (690).

“Though there was a de-
crease from 812 last year to 633
this year in physics centum, we
were expecting it to reduce
drastically as the question pa-
per was tough. Students have
performed better than we ex-
pected,” a physics PG Teacher
from Chennai said.

Highest number of students
(6,996) scored full marks among
the major subjects followed by
commerce (6,142).

The number of students scor-
ing centum in Tamil increased
to 35 this year from 2 last year,
while English reduced from 15
last year to 7 this year.

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 May 2024, page 4.
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Learning deficit, rising tech
dependence among reasons
for fall in Class X pass rate

Experts call for steps to address the pandemic-induced learning loss, such as a diagnostic test to

identify the learning stage the students are at and prepare a curriculum according to their needs

Meghna M.
R. Aishwaryaa
CHENNAI

n the academic year
l 2018-19, Greater Chen-

nai Corporation (GCC)
schools recorded a pass
percentage of 92.44 in the
Class X Board examination.
As the world battled a pan-
demic, the schools re-
mained closed for two
years, and the State de-
clared a blanket ‘all-pass’ to
the students. Cut to aca-
demic year 20212022,
GCC-run schools’s pass per-
centage hit a 10-year low of
75.84. Since then, Chennai
district’s pass percentage
has struggled to leave the
70 scale.

This year, the district re-
corded a pass percentage
of 88.21, with GCC schools
recording 79.11 and govern-
ment schools recording
79.07. The government
school performance in the
city is only the second low-
est in the State. This consis-
tent dip in the pass percen-
tage has been attributed to
many factors, chief among
these being the learning
deficit that occurred due to
the COVID-19 lockdown.

“Steps have not been ta-
ken by schools to remedy
the pandemic-induced
learning loss among the
children. This is affecting
students from Class L
There should be a diagnos-
tic test conducted to under-

Fluctuating trend

While until 2019, Chennai had maintained a good pass
percentage in the Class X board examination, it dipped after
the COVID-19 pandemic hit

¥y RN
h'l; % _-,_'."
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Chennai district’s pass percentage for the last 6 academic years

2018-19 |, 2.4

ACADEMIC YEAR

201920 [ 100
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*DECLARED ALL-PASS | SOURCE: THE HINDU ARCHIVES

stand at what learning
stage the studentsareand a
curriculum that would be-
nefit them must be planned
accordingly,” said K.R.
Maalathi, CEO, Auuro Edu-
cational Services.

Even with the learning
loss, other experts point
out that the technological
dependence among stu-
dents has gone up. “Other
districts have been able to
bounce back to the pre-CO-
VID-19 numbers but Chen-
nai has not. The depen-
dence on technology for

things other than studies
has adversely affected
them. Despite counselling
sessions with children and
parents, the students are
not able to move away from
the screens,” said N. Vi-
jayan, Senior Principal,
Zion Group of Schools.
However, these are not
the only problems that
plague the schools as P.B.
Prince Gajendra Babu, gen-
eral secretary, The State
Platform for Common
School System-Tamil Nadu
(SPCSS-TN), points out.

“On a foundation-level, the
students need to be told
why education is an impor-
tant aspect and be taught
the importance of pursuing
it,” he said.

Cyril Alexander of the
Tamil Nadu People’s Fo-
rum for Tobacco Control
(TNPFTC) stated that all
schools should be declared
a tobacco-free zone, other-
wise even younger children
will start falling preying to
it.

An official in the GCC
said: “Interest in education
is critical. Methods to han-
dle students who are not
comfortable with conven-
tional form of education
must be assessed. Skill-
based support can also be
extended in all schools to
empower children to seek
better opportunities.”

He added that, “Low-
performing GCC-run
schools can be partnered
with high-scoring schools
to understand the latter’s
model and help the other.
Ideally, transport services
can also be offered to stu-
dents so dropout rates can
be monitored.” GCC Com-
missioner J. Radhakrishnan
said a granular analysis of
the results, both Class X
and XII and school-wise
and subject-wise, would be
done and students who
needed special guidance
would be identified by Sep-
tember for the upcoming
academic year.

Source: The Hindu, || May 2024, page 2.
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Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare
Schools record over 90% pass

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

More than 90% of the stu-
dents from 126 higher se-
condary schools run by the
Department of Adi Dravi-
dar and Tribal Welfare
have passed the Class XII
examinations.

According to official
sources, 5,460 students
from 98 Adi Dravidar Wel-
fare and 28 Tribal Welfare
Higher Secondary Schools
appeared for the exams
this year. Out of 4,145 stu-
dents from Adi Dravidar
Welfare Schools, 3,778
passed the exams. The ov-
erall pass percentage of
students from  these
schools stood at 91.15 —
higher than in the last two
academic years. The pass
percentage was 88 in 2023
and 83 in 2022. A total of

Source: The Hindu, 8 May 2024, page 6.

A total of 5,460
students from 98 Adi
Dravidar Welfare
and 28 Tribal
Welfare Higher
Secondary Schools
appeared for the
exams this vear

26 Adi Dravidar Welfare
Schools recorded 100% re-
sults this year.

The performance of stu-
dents from Tribal Welfare
Schools and Eklavya Model
Residential Schools also
improved this year. A total
of 1,260 out of 1,325 stu-
dents passed the exams. S.
Annadurai, Director, De-
partment of Tribal Wel-
fare, said that because of
the concerted efforts of
teachers and students, the
Tribal Welfare Schools,

whose performance used
to be below the State’s av-
erage, had risen to the se-
cond place among schools
under the administrative
control of various depart-
ments. The overall pass
percentage was less than
85 two years ago, and had
improved to 95.15 this year.
A total of 14 out of 28 Tribal
Welfare Schools secured
cent per cent results, he
said.

Official sources said that
the department was also
taking steps to ensure that
all the students who
passed the exams got en-
rolled in higher education
courses. A plan of action
had been prepared to track
absentees and those who
had not passed the exams.
Steps were being taken to
help them write supple-
mentary exams.
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FROM SOOTHSAY
TO ENGIN

Govt Tribal Residential Schools in TN are
helping youngsters from tribal communities
break away from stereotypical occupations

and forge new careers in medicine, tech

STATE OF
LEARNING

All pass
among 14 out
of 36 schools

Rajesh from the Malaiyaali
ngMhm

to buy
says Rajesh. But Rajesh
beilmnaﬂtfnkmiumdme
Now pursuing a degree in

Muskaan. Ahmed@timesgroup.com

'wo years ago if you asked

Vengateshwaran S if he

ever thought he would bean

engineer, he would have sald

no. Halling from Kizhur vil-
lage in Tirupattur and belonging to the
Malaiyaali tribe, the journey, as he and
most others from his community would
tell you, was almost unthinkable given
their families’ financial “Most
of us just give up and begin doing odd
jobe to keep our families afloat or to look:
after ailing elders. Getting coached for
collegeentrance exams is unaffordable,”
says Vengateshwaran,

His life took a turn for the better
when he heard about the professional
coaching classes that were being

launched in his Govt Tribal Residential
(GTR) higher secondary school. Ven-
gateshwaran signed on for JEE training,
and today is pursuing a metallurgy and
material engineering eourse at NIT,
Trichy “Who would have thought? he
says.

Over the years, with the pase rate at
TN's GTR higher secondary schools in-
creasing —this year, it was95.1% across
36 GTR schools, one of the highest ever
— students from tribal communities are
finding hope in gmrt adueaﬁlm pro-

of )l d ed jonal
disparities among tribal com-
munities, last August, state
gm't initiated training for

GTR higher stu-

dents in NEET and JEE.

This year, 447 students ap-

' peared for the JEE and 118

for the NEET exams, Of

them, more than 40 have

gualified to attend the ad-

vanced JEE exam. GTR and

Ekm?aMRmidmﬂalschm]!

(EMRS) are located in 14 districts, in-

cluding Dharmapuri, Erode, Coim-
batore, Dindigul and the Nilgiris,

Many students from these tribal com-

mu.mnes are first-generation learners,

-rucial to createa safe

Source: The Times of India, 9 May 2024, page 8.

-&

mmviding Ihqn with NEET and JEE
fior an hourand gave
one-on-one trainius to students who
were {inding it difficult to understand
the concepts. The students were also
glven reference books, question banks,
and previous years' question papers,”
he says.
To improve the quality of the coach-
Ingatall the schools, povt Is also working
on having video conferencing facilities

o help students learn from the best of
an.lues for competitive exams. Besides
competitive exams such as

NIFT, CUET, I[ELTS and

ubjects.
lll'ﬂhlem that haunts the

As per the
IntetmtinmlLuhmmOrgnnisaﬁuuSun
vey, 2024, in 2022 the rate of unemploy-
ment among youth with a graduation
degree among scheduled tribes in India
i533.8%.

“Scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes or persons in lower-income brack-
ets face more formidable barriers to ac-
cessing formal and organised sector
employment opportunities or high-skifl
Jobs," says the report,

Additionally, due to the absence of
community certificates and the diserim-

Aination they encounter in schools, many
b e itieelth

never step foot in a school or drop out,
They often find themselves relegated to

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

EDUCATION, ASPIRATION: JEE coaching
classes class at EMRS Abinavam in
Salem have helped students from tribal
communities secure seats at
engineering colleges in state

traditional occupations passed down
generations such as snake charming,
street circus, handling a saattai (a whip-
like stick), or soothsaying.
“Teompleted my BCom degree more
than five years ago, but could not get a
job I recently learned about job training
opportunities, and I'm positive that I'll
secure a voice processing role through
placements,"” says 27-year-old M Kaliyap-
pan, a member of the irular tribe from
Chengalpet.
Non-profits too are stepping in. Chen-
nai-based non-profit Hope Trust; To-
gether We Can, with the support of Ta-
mil Nadu govt, has been organising
three-month residential training pro-
grammes for job aspirants from tribal
communities at the Nettur Technical
Training Foundation in Bengalurn. Stu-
dents are offered two courses: technical
(CNC operator) and non-technical (cus-
tomer relationship management roles),
“The batch from the tribal commu-
nity will be done with their programme
next month and we'll begin our place-
ment drives,” says Sathish Kumar,
founder of Hope Trust.
“These programmes should be made
umible inall villages across TN. Un-
ma.r;{m not aware of this
Rajangam, founder of
The Fmp«mrmem Centre of Nomads
and Tribes,

to southpole.tol@timesgroup.com
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Primary school classrooms to get
smarter at a cost of over <1,000 cr.

Work to install smart boards in 23,000 primary schools has commenced across the State; the idea behind the initiative is to

help students enhance their learning skills through visuals; work is in progress to set up high-tech labs in middle schools

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

hen this aca-
W demic year be-
gins, primary

school students studying at
government schools in Ta-
mil Nadu will get access to
smart boards in their
school campuses.

Work to install smart
boards in 23,000 primary
schools has commenced
across the State.

Apart from this, broad-
band connections will be
given to over 8,000
schools.

Around 50% of this
work is expected to con-
clude by June 2024.

“The smart boards are
meant for primary school-
children. A total of 22,791
schools will get these
boards. Some schools that
have more children will get
two boards,” School Edu-

A total of 22,791 schools will get smart boards. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cation Secretary, J. Kuma-
ragurubaran said. The idea
behind the initiative is to
help students enhance
their  learning  skills
through visuals.

A lot of videos across va-
rious subjects have also
been prepared and they
would be played on the
boards.

“As of now, the ideais to

Source: The Hindu, 2 May 2024, page 5.

allocate two hours per
week for each class to learn
from smart boards. The
timings are being worked
out. There are plans to
make it part of the curricu-
lum,” he said, adding that
the project would help stu-
dents understand the con-
cepts taught in classrooms
well.

As on May 1, over 500

smart boards have been
fixed. Schools in Andima-
dam and Ariyalur have got
86 boards, schools in Cud-
dalore (Kattumannarkoil,
Mangalore, Nallur, Panruti)
have got 201 boards, and at
Nagapattinam  (Vedara-
nyam), 22 boards have
been fixed in various loca-
tions.

In Salem region (Kolath-
ur, Nangavalli, Pethanaick-
enpalayam, Tharamanga-
lam, Yercaud) 157 boards
have been installed. Smart
boards have also been in-
stalled at Tiruvarur (Muth-
upettai) and Villupuram
(Marakkanam, Melmalaya-
nur, Thiruvennainallur).

Tech labs coming soon

Work is in progress to set
up high-tech labs in middle
schools. Around 10 sys-
tems would be provided to
each school. “Around
8,000 schools will bene-

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

fit,” he said. “Students can
now learn coding, python
and other programming
languages in these labs. To-
day, most students opt for
jobs pertaining to informa-
tion technology, and learn-
ing IT skills from a young
age will help them,” he ad-
ded.

Tamil Nadu is the hu-
man capital for the Indian
IT sector and a majority of
students from the State get
absorbed each year.

Also, around 80,000
primary school teachers
will be given tabs. Mr.
Kumaragurubaran  said
that the tabs would be used
for teaching and creating
content along with doing
assessments for students.

To a query on the fund-
ing for all these initiatives,
he said, “The total invest-
ments for all these initia-
tives is around 31,100
crore.”
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.~ Allgovtschools will

get high-speed
internet by month-end

: Chennai: Stategovton Wednesdaysaid :
i the process of providing high-speed in- :
i ternet connection with 100mbps speed :
i to all govt schools would be completed :

by this month-end.

: In a release, state said, “High-speed :
: internet will facilitate faster transmis- :
: sion of larger files which will enable 46 :
: lakh students to access online educa- :
: tion,tomaster English communication :
: skills and to improve their computer :

: skills.”

: The release said, of 6,223 govt high :
i schools and higher secondary schools, :
i high-speed internet has been provided :
: in 5,907 schools. Of 6,992 govt middle
i schools, high-speed internet has been :

: provided to 3,267 schools and out of

: 24,338 govt primary schools, it has been

: provided to8,711schools.

: Earlier, govt schools were provided :
i withinternetataspeedof justsmbpsto :
: 6mbps. Due to low-speed internet con- :
¢ nection,studentsfounditdifficulttoac- :
: cess large files meant for online class-

I eS.TNN

Source: The Times of India, 9 May 2024, page 6.

All govt schools to get high-speed internet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

The improvement is expected
to aid in the better use of the
hi-tech labs in 6,023 schools, to

teach students in various
formats including text,
image, audio and video.
These labs will also fea-
ture career guidance
sessions, language
classes and mental health
training. A total of 46 lakh
students are set to benefit from
this. Moreover, the department
is also building hi-tech labs in

AS part of improving the
technological infrastruc-
ture of government
schools, the school edu-
cation department is
set to enhance internet
speeds at high and high-
er secondary schools by
the end of May. The existing 5-6
MBps connections will be up-
graded to 100 MBps ones.

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 May 2024, page 2.

8,180 middles schools and smart
classrooms in 22,931 primary
schools at T970 crore.

Internet connectivity at these
schools is a joint effort by the
Tamil Nadu government and
BSNL. At present, 5,907 out of
6,223 high and higher second-
ary schools, 3,267 of 6,992 mid-
dle schools and 8,711 of 24,338
primary schools have the facil-
ity. Remaining schools will be
connected by the month end,
said an official release.

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024
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Data entry for EMIS portal will be
outsourced from next academic year

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

In a relief for teachers, the
Tamil Nadu School Educa-
tion Department will out-
source the Educational
Management Information
System (EMIS) data entry
work from the upcoming
academic year.

The portal, introduced
in 2018, stores all the infor-
mation on schools, teach-
ers, and students under go-
vernment, aided, and
private management.

At present, the teachers
are tasked with carrying
out the data entry work
themselves.

They had petitioned the
government to outsource
the work as it took away
time from their teaching
periods.

School Education De-
partment Secretary J. Kum-
aragurubaran said: “Work
is under way to set up ad-
vanced laboratories in
8,500 middle schools,
where educators will be
appointed. Likewise, lab

At present, the
teachers are tasked
with carrving out
the data entry work
themselves

assistants have been em-
ployed in about 6,000 high
and higher secondary
schools. They will take up
the data entry work for the
EMIS.” These assistants
will be assigned two-three
schools each, which will al-
so  include  primary
schools, and they will car-
ry out the EMIS work of the
schools. “They will begin
functioning from the first
week of June,” he added.

Information sharing
The School Education De-
partment has also planned
to roll out a WhatsApp
channel for easy communi-
cation with the teachers.

To support this, the de-
partment is also in the pro-
cess of authenticating 1.6
crore phone numbers in
the EMIS portal.

As the numbers were
not verified, it has been dif-
ficult for the department to
follow up regarding higher
education, as only 40% of
the calls connected with
the right numbers.

“To correct this, an OTP
is now being given, so that
the right phone numbers
can be verified. So far, 5
lakh numbers have been
collected,” Mr. Kumaragu-
rubaran said.

The WhatsApp channel
will be able to disseminate
bulk information in a short
period of time.

To be launched soon
“The testing for this is over,
and the channel will soon
be launched once the
phone numbers are col-
lected. This will also help
the headmasters of the
school to communicate
with the parents easily in
terms of attendance or cir-
culars such as those for dis-
tribution of books or san-
dals,” the School
Education Secretary ad-
ded.

Source: The Hindu, 14 May 2024, page 6.
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Out-of-school children
survey yet to beginin TN

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

THE out-of-school children
(00SC) survey, that identifies
children aged 6-18 who have not
enrolled or have dropped out of
school, is yet to be carried out
in the state. According to edu-
cation department officials, the
survey, usually conducted in
April and May, has been de-
layed due to the Model Code of
Conduct being in place and also
department officials being
involved in the New India
Literacy Programme,.
Delays in conducting
the survey in turn de-
lay admissions for vul-
nerable children and
also make it more diffi-
cult to bring them into the
mainstream.

Education department offi-
cials said that even though the
enrolment drive began in
March, the OoSC survey is ex-
pected to start only in the last
week of May or the first week
of June. The door-to-door sur-
vey is conducted by Block Re-
source Teacher Educators
(BRTESs), headmasters, teach-
ers, anganwadi workers, activ-
ists, special educators, physio-
therapists, school management

committee (SMC) members
along with the labour depart-
ment and others. The survey
will also focus on children with
disabilities and children of mi-
grant labourers.

According to the depart-
ment’s data, in February 2023,
there were 1.3 lakh dropouts in
Tamil Nadu. As per the G.O. is-
sued by the state government
in 2017, students who have not
attended school for 30 continu-
ous working days will be con-

sidered dropouts and those
who are irregular will be

considered potential
dropouts. “However, we
have seen several cases
where schools would
continue to mark attend-
ance for children even if
they are not attending class-
es. These children are also
tracked in the survey. There is
no other system in place to
track children who shift from
one district to another,” said a
BRTE from Villupuram.

In Villupuram, there are a to-
tal of 1,837 vulnerable children
of which 1,551 are in class 10
and 94 are yet to be admitted in
a school. The OoSC survey is
vital in identifying more chil-
dren before the beginning of
the academic year, he added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 May 2024, page 2.
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Kalloori Kanavu
programme for this
year inaugurated

The State-wide programme will be held till May 13 in various districts;
Tamil Puthalvan scheme to be implemented from June, says Chief Secy.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hief Secretary Shiv
C Das Meena on Wed-

nesday inaugurated
the Kalloori Kanavu pro-
gramme for this year to
help students who have
completed their Class XII
realise their dreams.

On the occasion, Mr.
Meena said that the Tamil
Puthalvan scheme would
be implemented from the
upcoming academic year
in June. To encourage boys
pursue higher education,
the scheme was an-
nounced during the State
Budget 2024. Boys who
have studied in govern-
ment schools from Class VI
to XII, will be provided
Z1,000 a month under the
scheme to purchase books
and other items. Around 3
lakh students are expected
to benefit from the
scheme. The government
has already been imple-
menting the Pudhumai
Penn scheme along the
same lines.

The Chief Secretary
pointed out, during the in-
auguration, that the Kalloo-
ri  Kanavu programme
would help children and
parents choose a course
that would be best-suited
for their students.

The program aims at
guiding students in opting
for subject-wise courses,
diplomas and colleges

it il -. T {’

Educational impetus: Chief Secretary Shiv Das Meena interacting

with students at the inauguration of the Kalloori Kanavu
programme in Chennai on Wednesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

where there are job oppor-
tunities after graduation.
All guidance would be pro-
vided by renowned ex-
perts and academics, he
said.

The State-wide pro-
gramme will be held till
May 13 in various districts.
Speakers from various
fields will address the chil-
dren about the options
available to them. Besides,
various departments have
put up stalls explaining the
courses they offer.

Mr. Meena further said,
“The Naan Mudhalvan
scheme was envisioned
and worked out to realise
every student’s right to
pursue higher education.
The School Education De-
partment, the Higher Edu-
cation Department and the
Tamil Nadu Skill Develop-
ment Department have
made efforts to increase
the gross enrolment ratio

too....” “The [Kalloori Ka-
navu] initiative began in
2022 for Class XII students
only. We are planning to
commence a career gui-
dance initiative from Class
IX in the upcoming aca-
demic year so that stu-
dents can also decide on
the groups that they wish
to take,” said an official
who is a part of the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme.

Bhuwaneshwari K. from
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School, Ambat-
tur, a Class XII graduate,
said: “We have heard
about the [Naan Mudhal-
van] scheme, but never
made an attempt to enrol.
After this session, we
will....”

Secretary I to the Chief
Minister N. Muruganan-
dam said that the Chief Mi-
nister’s Breakfast Scheme
had helped increase atten-
dance in primary schools.

Source: The Hindu, 9 May 2024, page 4.
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"CSE still a big draw, students
also interested in ECE, EEE

Ragu.Raman@timesgroup.com
: Chennai: Computer science
: engineering, Aland datascien-
¢ ce courses continue to attract

: students, while many are also

: showing interest in electronics
: and communication enginee-

: ring (ECE) and electrical and

: electronics engineering (EEE)
: under management quota this

: year. Some colleges are also re-
: ceiving queries for core bran-

i ches such as mechanical engi-
: neering.

: While surrendering 65% of
: seats for counselling, colleges
: can admit students for remai-
: ning 35% under management
: quota. Minority institutions
¢ canfillupto50% of seats under
: thisquota.

: “Students have realised the
¢ importance for value-based
: education. After CSE, more
: students are interested on core

: branches such as EEE and me-

i chanical engineering in top
: colleges this year,” said R M
: Kishore, vice-chairman of
: RMK Engineering College. Go-
: od placement for mechanical
i engineering students last year
: has reignited interest in it, he
: said. Abhay Meganathan, vice-
: chairman of Rajalakshmi Gro-

As per data from Anna University,
engineering colleges are set to add
more than 8,000 seats in computer
related branches this
the AICTE lifted the cap on number
of seats in a branch

year after

up of Institutions, said that un-
like in previous years, interest
is diverse this year. “It is main-
ly because of job opportunities
in core sectors,” he said.

B Chidambararajan, direc-
tor of SRM Valliammai Engi-
neering College, said computer
science and Al are still the two
most sought after “However,
core branches are also recei-
ving enquiries which is a good
sign.”

Due to the increase in inta-
ke in the top colleges, those in
tier-2 cities have not got many
enquiries so far. “Top colleges
have almost doubled their inta-
ke in computer related bran-
ches. They may fill all seats un-
der management quota. But
colleges in semi-urban areas
did not get many enquiries so
far,” a principal from an engi-
neering college said.

As per data from Anna Uni-
versity, engineering colleges
across Tamil Nadu are set to
add more than 8,000 seats in
computer related branches
this year after the All-India Co-
uncil for Technical Education
(AICTE) lifted the cap on num-
ber of seats inabranch.

Engineering colleges have
alsoarranged campus tours for
parents showcasing their faci-
lities and arranging for inter-
actions with the faculty mem-
bersbeforeadmissions. “Every
day we have around 100 parents
visiting our campus. We are
splitting them in batches and
taking them on campus tours,”
Abhay Meganathan said.

Some colleges are also gi-
ving scholarships and fee con-
cessions for top scoring stu-
dents and students joining in
the core branches.

Source: The Times of India, 13 May 2024. Also online here.
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Health Department to come up with
Disaster Preparedness Plan in T.N.

The directorate has documented its public health response strategies following extensive flooding in the aftermath

of Cyclone Michaung in Chennai and its suburbs as a result of which there was no major outbreak of diseases

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n the basis of les-
0 sons learnt from
the flood in 2023,

the Directorate of Public
Health (DPH) and Preven-
tive Medicine is looking to
draw up a Disaster Prepa-
redness Plan for Tamil Na-
du, and district-level plans
in the longer run.

The directorate has doc-
umented its public health
response strategies follow-
ing extensive flooding in
the aftermath of Cyclone
Michaung in Chennai and
its suburbs, and the heavy
downpour in southern dis-
tricts in December 2023, as
a result of which there
were no major outbreak of
diseases.

A team from the DPH,
Institute of Community
Medicine, Madras Medical
College and SRM Medical
College, Kattankulathur,
has documented the les-
sons learnt from Tamil Na-
du's flood response in 2023
and public health interven-
tions that were put in place
to address potential out-
breaks in the article Adapt-
ing to Adversity: Public
Health Flood Response Stra-
tegies Following Twin Disas-
ters, published in the Tamil
Nadu Journal of Public
Health and Medical Re-
search.

On December 3 and 4,
Cyclone Michaung trig-
gered extensive flooding in
Chennai and its suburbs.
On December 17 and 18,
Tenkasi, Tirunelveli,
Thoothukudi and Kanniya-

Timely action

Various public health measures were putin place following the extensive flooding during
December 2023. A look at the number of people who were able to get help through medical
camps and some of the key public health interventions that were made

KEY STRATEGIES |

Incident | Geographical localisation

command and reporting of acute . ?
system febrileillness and acute o
estahlished diarrhoeal disease were

at State and done through choropleth

district levels

@

mapping. Trend analysis

| ofeach reported disease
served as a valuable tool for
monitoring disease trends

Helpline | DEPLOYMENT OF MOBILE MEDICAL TEAMS IN
nurﬁherput Analysesaided FLOOD-AFFECTED DISTR! IL NADU
; : $ in prioritising Numberof | Total
in place for i bl 2 Total
immediate dliista s o additional numb_er of number
SSistarca populations, carrying out District external medical i

| risk stratification of areas medical camps |\ ficiaries
Disease and provision of healthcare teams | conducted |
surveillance | Services for high-risk focus Chennai 159 7,834 4,85,109
and afeas Chengalpattu 60 2953 1,68,526
prevention sk stratificatin Tiruvallur 51 2,308 1,22,806

| G areaswattons Kancheepuram 30 1270 69,328
| Sl based on number Thoaothukudi 30 3,885 2,75,346
Data from ofillness reported Tirunelvell 30 2,345 1,02,458
medical = | Tenkasi i 2,055 59,280
camps and Task-specific teams such as Kanmyakumdn 5 1569 | 50358
integrated for flood response, vector Total 370 24819 3 35 7
health control and water analysis ota 81 L 2
information were formed (o address Source: Adapting to Adversity: Public Health Flood Response
platform different aspects of the Strategies Following Twin Disasters/Tamil Nadu Journal of Public
utilised | emergency Health and Medical Research

kumari witnessed unpre-
cedented deluge following
the heavy downpour.
Floods have significant
implications on public
health. The displaced pop-
ulation faced the risk of
waterborne and foodborne
disease outbreaks such as
acute diarrhoeal diseases
and dysentery due to inter-
ruptions in safe water sup-
ply and sanitation, while
overcrowding increased
the transmission of air-
borne diseases such as
measles and pneumonia.

Source: The Hindu, | May 2024, page 6.

Increased vector breeding
raised the risk of vector-
borne diseases, the auth-
ors said.

“We did anticipate out-
breaks following the
floods. But, establishing an
emergency control centre
early worked to our advan-
tage. We continuously
monitored the source of
drinking water, thereby
preventing diarrhoeal dis-
eases, and managed to
bring vector-borne diseas-
es under control,” said T.S.
Selvavinayagam, Director

of Public Health.

The 474 mobile medical
units comprising a doctor,
nurse, adequate medica-
tions and requirements to
perform small interven-
tions, were the biggest ad-
vantage for the public
health sector, he said, ad-
ding: “They can be de-
ployed in any place where
there are no resources for
immediate response.” The
effectiveness of the various
flood response measures,
including establishment of
a command system at the

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

State and district levels,
utilisation of technology
for informed decision-
making, continuous dis-
ease surveillance, forma-
tion of task-specific teams
such as for flood response,
vector control, water ana-
lysis and continuous moni-
toring of activities, were
proved by the absence of
major outbreaks in both
Chennai and the southern
districts, the authors not-
ed. But it does not stop
here. The lessons learnt
arebeing put to use for bet-
ter planning.

Decentralise plan

“We are looking to have a
Disaster Preparedness
Plan. Most of the time, our
response has been to mo-
bilise our mobile medical
teams to the affected areas.
This is a part of the com-
mon response, and we
want to decentralise the
plan,” Dr. Selvavinayagam
said.

Anticipating the severity
of an event is difficult, he
said, adding: “Within the
season, the India Meteoro-
logical Department gives
an idea of what to antici-
pate at least a week ahead.
QOur strategy is to have lo-
cal coverage. For instance,
if there is a problem in Ti-
runelveli, we can move our
team from Namakkal to
there or if there is a pro-
blem in Tiruvallur, we can
move our team from
Villupuram.”

“During the floods, we
understood that local re-
sources are the most valua-
ble,” he said.
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T.N. sees rise in deceased
organ donations in 2024

According to the Health Department, the State achieved a record 102 donations in 130 days; increase
has been attributed to the government’s decision to accord state honours to deceased donors

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

n just four months, Ta-
l mil Nadu has reached

a record high in the
number of organ dona-
tions this year. In 130 days
(as of May 9, 2024), the
number of deceased donor
organ donations has
crossed 100 in the State.

Health Minister Ma.
Subramanian said there
were 102 deceased donors
so far this year. In compari-
son, there were 178 donors
in 2023 and 156 donors in
2022.

According to the Health
Department, 102 donors in
130 days was the highest
number ever registered
since the deceased donor
organ transplantation pro-
gramme was launched in
the State. A total of 324 ma-
jor organs and 271 tissues
were retrieved from these
donors. Two hand tran-
splants were also per-
formed this year.

The Minister and offi-
cials of the Transplant

—

Authority of Tamil Nadu
(TRANSTAN) attributed the
rise in the number of organ
donations to the Chief Mi-
nister’s announcement to
accord state honours to de-
ceased donors on Septem-
ber 23, 2023.

Mr. Subramanian point-
ed out that this announce-
ment was being replicated
in a number of States in the
country.

Soon after this announ-

Source: The Hindu, |12 May 2024, page 8.

A gquantum leap: In 2022, the number of deceased donors in the
State was 156, and in 2023, it was 178. FILE PHOTO

cement, several families of
persons who were de-
clared brain dead came
forward to donate organs.
Last year saw 1,000 organs
being retrieved from 178
donors, and were allocated
for the benefit of patients
in government and private
hospitals, he said.
Following the govern-
ment order, State honours
were accorded to 159 de-
ceased donors so far.

N. Gopalakrishnan,
member-secretary of
TRANSTAN, said the an-
nouncement that deceased
donors would be ho-
noured by the District Col-
lector or an officer of equal
ranking was a major step.
‘Honour walks’ by institu-
tions also helped in im-
proving awareness.

Sensitisation drive
“Team of experts from va-
rious institutions were gi-
ven structured reappraisal
programmes. So far, teams
from seven to eight medi-
cal colleges have partici-
pated in these sensitisation
programmes organised at
the Madras Medical Col-
lege. They were taken
through every step of the
process,” he said.

He added, “A number of
awareness initiatives have
also been held to promote
awareness on organ dona-
tions. The acceptance rate
for organ donations has in-
creased among the public
owing to awareness and
sensitisation initiatives.”
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Environment and Water Management

TOP 10 DISTRICTS IN DIP IN WATER TABLE

APR-23 DISTRICT APR-24{CHANGE)
5.78 DHARMAPURI 8.98(32) |DEPTHIN
A (R = (32) (et
6.15 _ NAMAKKAL EQ& (3 ]9) FROM
6.15 pummm—_ PERAMBALUR sy 9419 (3.04) | GROUND
4.15 g TRUPKTTUR s 71 (295) KL

S3%mmmmm TRUCHY  pummmmmm 7.91 (2.52)

S.62 UM i 7.83(221)
2.99 g KRISHNAGIRI g 4.63 (1.64)

S17 0 VELLORE 5.79(162)
3.64 g S'VAGANGAI i 5.2 (1.56) \_ ;

6.08 pm TRUPPUR g 7.63 (155)

Groundwater level
dips in 26 districts,
west TN worst hit

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

THE groundwater levels in 26
districts of Tamil Nadu have
witnessed a significant drop
compared to April last year,
exacerbating the water short-
age across the state. Eleven
districts, however, have seen a
slight improvement in the wa-
ter table.

According to the Wa-
ter Resources Depart-
ment’s(WRD) ground-
water data for the
month of April ac-
cessed by TNIE, some
of the western districts
have witnessed the steep-
est decline in water level,

For instance, the average
depth at which groundwater
is available in Dharmapuri
plummeted from 5.78 metres
last April to 8.98 metres this
year. Similarly, in Namakkal,
the level dropped from 6.15
metres to 9.34 metres, Salem,
Krishnagiriand Tiruppur are
some of the otherwestern dis-
tricts that saw a significant
drop. Coimbatore was among

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 May 2024, page |

the worst hit, with waterlevel
dropping from 9.4 metres to
10.85 metres compared to last
year. On an average, Chennai
region has witnessed a 0.5 me-
tre dip in groundwater level.
Other districts that saw sig-
nificant decline include Per-
ambalur, Tiruchy, and
Tirupattur (see table). In con-
trast, groundwater level has
gone up in the southern
districts of Tirunelveli,
Tenkasi, Thoothuku-
di, and Virudhunagar
due to the heavy rain
during northeast mon-
soon which led to flood-
ing in many areas in these
districts, K Balasubramani,
general secretary, Tamil Nadu
Vivasayigal Munnetra Ka-
zhagam, expressed concern
over the poor efforts by the
state in promoting rainwater
harvesting. “The impact of
dwindling water level is acute-
ly felt by farmers particularly
in the western regions where
groundnut, coconut and other
cash crops are traditionally
grown,” he said. P7
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TN’s budget for water management
insufficient, says farmers association

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“THIS vyear, due to water scar-
city, farmers have refrained
from sowing crops. The situa-
tion is grim in Mettur Dam, a
vital water source for irrigation
and drinking purposes, which
has dried up entirely, leaving
farmers anxious about the fu-
ture,” Balasubramani said.
KV Elankeeran, president
of the Federation of Cauvery
Delta Farmers Association,
said, “It is essential to raise
awareness about rainwater

harvesting among farmers
and the public to replenish the
state’s groundwater levels.”
He also noted that existing
rain harvesting tanks are in
disuse.

Echoing these concerns, a
senior WRD official told TNIE,
“The budget allocation by
Tamil Nadu for water manage-
ment compared to neighbour-
ing states like Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh 1is
insufficient.”

The WRI's dependency on
external funding agencies like

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 May 2024, page 7

Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency to implement vital
projects is also delaying
projects. However, efforts are
under way to convert non-func-
tional borewells into rainwater-
recharging units to improve
groundwater levels, the official
said.

In an attempt to address these
challenges, the state planning
commission and WRD are col-
laborating with experts and
farmers to implement updated
water policies introduced in
1994 and 2012, the official said.

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

48



'Not even a drop of

water in 10 of 90
reservoirs in TN

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Channal

WITI sumimer heat on the
rise, water levels in several
reservoirs across Lhe slale
have eontinued (o deeline.
Shortage of drinking water
has led o protests and con-
cerns in some places, and
with the snuthwest monsoon
more than a month away, i
may be a daunting task (o en-
sure adequale supply

A of Thursday, the com-
bined watorstorage in Shres-
ervoirs across the state stood
at 1452 tmefl, which is just
25.18% ol their total capacily
of 224 297 el

According to Water Re-
sourecs Department data ac-
cessed] by TVIE, 10 out of 50
reservolrs [ the state are
completely dry while 16 hov-
et between Land 9% of thelr
capacity Barring Tirunslve-
Ii's Vandal Odai, none reach
thesir full capacits

Consequently, people Tv-
ing in several rural arcas
have already begun to bhear
Lhe brunl ol waler shorlage.
Residents of Keezha Puthur
in Tenkasi staged a road
bliekade this week on the
Thirumangalam — Kollam
natiomal highway demand-
ing drinking water supply to
their area, About 100 resi-
dents ol Piranocr near Shen-
gottal gathersed at Tenkasi
collectorate, alleging they
were receiving drinking wa-
ter only once in 20 days.

In Tirunelveli, Congress
district prosident K Sankara-
pandian staged a protest by
sitting on the steps of an
overhead (ank condemning
trinking water shortage in
warious arcasof Palavambko-
LAl zone.

Coimbatore has also wits
nessed protests in different
plares.

The situatlon in Coimbat-
ore and neighbouring dis-
Lriets led (o Municipal Ad-
ministration and Water
Supply Department secre-
tary D Karthikeyan holding
d meeling with officials af
Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Nilg-
iris and Erode districts (o on-
sure water supply

While water supply isre
ular in maost places in Ma
durai city, residents of ex-
tended areas of the
corporalion are lacing difli-
culties with some pockets
getiing water once in four
dlavs. Residonts ave foreed to
purchase water from private
playvers for Fito 316 4 pot.

Storage |Starage
Reservoir  Capacity | (May2, (May2,
| {

Mty | 9140 |
Ehavanisagar | 2800
Amaraathi | 4047

| d0sm

). | 118
[
Pl B
Ferunihan il
Kt | 1666 | BN | 0
Sathanur Bt |
Stosyar | S0E
Fammalklam | 13208

Aiyar | 3464
Thirumthy | 17

Despite the situation, offl-
cialsfrom Tamil Nadu Water
Supply and Drainage
(TWAD) Board have ex-
pressed conlidence aboul
managing the situation
effieiently

Speaking lo INVIE, TWALY
Board's Joint Managing Di-
reclor Anand Mohan said,
“Inc April 2023, the board sup-
plicd 1,949 MLD walor across
the state, Tn April 2024, the
supply In fact surged to 2206
ML We have intensified
water distribution in
dromght-affected regions, In-
cluding the western belis
and the delta,”

Thiring a recont mecting
held at the secretaciat, Stalin
allotted T150 crore o dis-
tricts [acing waler sharlage,
signalling the government’s
acknowledgement of the sit-
wation and commitment to
address it

Anand Mohan sald efforts
are on Lo pumyp water rom
the Upper Bhavani dam to
mitigate shortage in Coim-
batore, In addition. the
TWAD Board is collaborat-
Ing with munielpal and pan-
chayvat officials in delta dis-
tricis iensure uninlerrupied
watoer supply, he said.

A senior WRD official
ralsed conecTn on groud-
water levels, “While 14 dis-
trirts have seeh no improve-
ment in water table, 23 have
wilnessed decline compared
to Tust March, The ground-
water level in Dharmapuri,
which stood at 5.51m last
year, has declined sharply o
g.8am."

(Wiifr inprts from

Thinarakaran Rajamani o

Towkast, MS Thaterral &
Madired and M Saravanan
i Cofmbatore)

T2mil Mty Water Supply and Drainage Board a1fic als have spressed

ronfitence on managing the sitvalion efficiently | s sessasarannivay

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 May 2024, page 4
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Chennai Metrowater
deploys robot to clean
sewers in 3 city zones

Unlike desilting machines, these robotic units have both vertical and horizontal movement for

effective waste collection from clogged lines. It is equipped with underwater camera and sensors

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

n its efforts to ensure
l effective maintenance
of the sewer network
and reduce clogging of
lines, Chennai Metrowater
has added bandicoot mo-
bility, a robot that cleans
maintenance holes, to its
fleet of sewer machines.
The agency now oper-
ates these devices in zone
6 (ThiruVi.Ka.Nagar), 9
(Teynampet) and 13
(Adyar) to desilt the main-
tenance holes. Officials of
the Metrowater said the
device mounted on a vehi-
cle comprises a stand unit,
which has control panels
and a robotic drone system
with spider-like legs that is
lowered into the manholes
to remove clogged waste
from the sewer lines.
Unlike the desilting ma-
chines, the robotic unit
would have both vertical
and horizontal movement
for effective waste collec-
tion from the clogged lines.
The unit is equipped with

i

Hands-free: The device mounted on a vehicle comprise

— e = -

s a stand

unit with control panels and a robotic drone system with spider-like
legs that is lowered into manholes to remove waste.

underwater camera and
sensors, including gas sen-
sors to detect hazardous
gases.

These devices can emp-
ty chambers of a minimum
depth of eight metres. The
vehicle integrated unit also
has garbage dumper and a
guiding system to position

Source: The Hindu, 14 May 2024, page 2

the robotic unit over the
manhole precisely. They
can be operated in man-
holes of sizes varying from
450-600 mm in diameter.
They can also be un-
loaded from vehicles and
used independently in nar-
row areas. The robotic un-
its were procured through

corporate social responsi-
bility funding from the Oil
and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion, officials said.

Recalling other propo-
sals to adopt smart solu-
tions for better mainte-
nance of sewer
infrastructure and detect
leaks and blocks in water
distribution pipelines, offi-
cials said endobots, which
are robotic machines, are
deployed to patrol the net-
work and detect leaks and
blocks.

With cameras for its
eyes, these machines iden-
tify the issue and send re-
ports on action taken.
These are now hired whe-
never necessary for use in
a few locations across the
city.

On average, nearly 645
mld is being pumped into
the sewer network daily.
The water agency has
about 540 sewer machines
to clean and maintain its
infrastructure. There are
plans to purchase more ro-
botic units depending on
the need, officials added.
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WAIER IS MONEY

Yogesh.Kabirdess@timesgroup.com

his summer has sparked an un-

precedented 30% surge in de-

mand for packaged drinking

water in Tamil Nadu. Every

year, bottlers step up production

between March and August but
this year they are scrambling to meet demand.
The election campaign in the first two weeks
of April also pushed demand up.

Most of the demand is for 500ml, one-litre
and two-litre bottles and not bubble top cans.
That's because many households, which were
the main consumers of bubble top cans, have
shifted to RO water purifiers.

The state is home to 2,100 licensed packaged
drinking water plants, of which 60% are located
in Chennai, Chengalpet, Kancheepuram and
Tiruvallur districts. While the average capacity
of each plant is 70,000-80,000 litres a day, plants
run at full capacity during the six-month period
between March and August. The rest of the year;
they operate at 50% of capacity as demand
decreases with fall in temperature.

The annual size of the packaged drinking
water business in Tamil Nadu is estimated at
23,000 crore by industry sources. And it’s
expected to grow exponentially
as even people in remote
villages now depend on
packaged drinking water
on a daily basis.

The demand for
packaged drinking
water is the highest in
the past 25 years, says
T Prabakaran, state
advisor, Tamil Nadu
Packaged Drinking
Water Manufacturers
Association. “Tourists
and the floating
population prefer

PET water bottles. These contribute about 60%
of sales and bubble top cans account for the
rest. The share of bubble top cans has fallen
because households have started installing RO
water purifier systems,” he says, Bottlers expect
demand in Chennai and suburbs will further
increase next month as families that are on
vacation return when educational institutions
reopen, he adds. .

April to June is also the peak wedding
season when demand for packaged water also
rises, says Nandakumar Rajendran, assistant
secretary, Tamil Nadu Packaged Drinking
Water Manufacturers Association and
proprietor of Vijay Aqua Minerals, Chennai.
“The harsh summer pushed demand 30% above
the usual spike we experience during this
period. In fact, manufacturers are struggling
to meet demand,” he adds.

Leading mineral water brand Bisleri
International says there is an upsurge in sales
of both water and fizzy drinks, particularly in
regions experiencing extreme heat.
“This demand surge is

boosted by holiday
travel. To enhance
affordability and
reduce wastage
of water, we are
introducing a
200ml pack
priced at
Rs5," says
Tushar
Malhotra,
director of
sales & marketing,
Bisleri International.
The high temperatures
have revived the aerated
beverages industry too.
“Consumers stayed away from
cold beverages during Covid.
This scenario continued even

after the pandemic ended and this hit our sales.
However, the prevailing weather conditions has
revived the consumption of aerated beverages
to pre-pandemic levels,” says K P D K Karthik,
proprietor, Kali Aerated Water Works (Trichy).
The size of the Indian market for aerated
beverages is pegged at nearly 15,000 crore and
Tamil Nadu accounts for a market share of
about 15%.

Even the chains selling tea and coffee are
serving more cold beverages, For instance, Chai
King is launching new cold beverages. “Sale of
cold beverages usually increases to 35% of the
total between April and July But this year
demand started rising in March itself,” says
Jahabar Sadique, co-founder and CEQ, Chai
Kings. “We are introducing 10 new cold
beverage varieties such as milk bubble tea and
fruit bubble tea,” he adds.

“We are witnessing an additional 10% spike
in demand for nannari sarbath, buttermilk and
rose milk compared to previous summers,” says
P Prasanna Venkatesh, co-founder and director;
Madras Coffee House. The share of cold
beverages in total sales during summer is
usually 30%. Now, it has increased to 40%,"” he
says.

In restaurants too, filter coffee is taking a
backseat. Ravi Muthukrishnan, chairman,
Vasanta Bhavan Hotels, says, customers prefer
buttermilk and badam kheer over hot coffee
“The sale of cold beverages has doubled in
restaurants,” says Ravi, who is also the
president of Chennai Hotels Association.

QUENCHING THIRST

Number of licensed
packaged drinking water
plants in Tamil Nadu
of them are located in Chennai,
Chengalpet, Kancheepuram
and Tiruvallur districts

©15,000¢r Size of the Indian market for

aerated beverages

15 Tamil Nadu's share of this
market

Source: The Times of India, 13 May 2024. Also online here.
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‘Even 15 water tankers not enough for my 150 trees’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

KS BALACHANDRAN, a farmer from
Kanjampatti near Udumalai, said,
“Though T am a big farmer, I could not
save my trees. [ bought 15 water tankers
per day but it was not enough. We use
tanker water for around 150 trees (2
acres). There is heavy demand for tank-
ers as every farmer in my village needs
water and started calling for the tanker.
Earlier in the season, a tanker cost was
¥1,200. Now it has gone up to 1,800. The
cost of water increases depending on the
distance between the source of waler
and the farm.”

P Sundaraj, a farmer from Pollachi East,

said he lost 60 out of 250 trees on his four
acres of land. Kalayanakumar said saw-
mill operators are thinking twice about
accepting withered native (rees and
completely reject timber of hybrid vari-
ety coconut trees.

TA Krishnasami, president of South

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 May 2024, page 7.

India Coconut Growers Association,
said, “I have never seen this kind of
drought in my 88 vears of life. Even
palmyra trees, which can sustain
drought, are dying. We are clueless on
how to save tree around 2.5 crore of trees
in the 1.6 lakh hectare in the region.”
Speaking to TNIE, V Geethalakshmi,
Vice Chancellor of Tamil Nadu Agricul-
tural University, said, “A minimum of 40
litres of water is required for a coconut
tree per day. Normally, we get some
amount of summer showers in April. Tt
would save coconut trees from wither-
ing. Bul this time, summer shower has
completely failed. TNAU is helpless as
trees cannot be saved without water.”

Parts of north Chennai to get
improved water, sewer network

Tenders are set to be floated for these projects under the Vada Chennai Valarchi Thittam by June. Officials of Metrowater

say 49 projects will be carried out over the next three years to strengthen and modify the network to address sewage issues

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAIL

Infrastructure boost

The Yado Chennai Valarchi Thittar looks Lo ensure equitable development of north Chennaj

from providing adequate
piped water supply. While
some projects have already
been begun, new propo-
sals have been chalked out

solution seems
closer 1o the de-
cades-long issue of

M Some of the ongoing sewer works

Areas identified to improve the capacity of
frequent sewage overflow :::_::i‘::&“ n‘ Drainage network the sewage pumping sta-
and gaps in water supply in N Seriaad Total Project cost . 5 in merged areas tions and provide drinking
the densely populated e 4 kel 3946.43 - Manali and water supply to the left-out
areas of north Chennai. © Madh submitted crore 22 Chinnaseikacy streets,

Tenders are set to be 8 Kolathur by ~=- ¥83.49 crore The long-awaited com-

floated for projects to im- Metrowater ) prehensive sewerage pro-
s © Perambur weus  Strengthening Improvement of 3 i 2

prove water and sewer in- ® Tiruvattiyur T2 B ofpipalinesar Attt ject in Chinnasekkadu has

frastructure under the Va- & i I I Tondiamet sewage | in Kolathur reached its final stages and

da  Chennai  Valarchi © Rk Nogar HiirbaE oF pumping ¥6.90 crore will 001 be inaugurated.

Thittam by June. The Chen- Metrowater stations Some of the sewer works to

@ Thiru Vi, Ka. Nagar

nai Metropolitan  Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (Metrowater) is pre-
paring estimates to replace
the old sewer, water infras-
tructure, improve the sew-
age collection system and
initiate drinking water sup-
ply in unserved merged
areas, officials said.

The State government
had earlier announced the
Vada Chennai  Valarchi
Thittam to address the del-
iciencies in the infrastruc-
ture in north Chennai. The
sewer network laid in
north Chennai is the oldest
in the city and comprises
brick  gravity  sewers,
served by pumping sta-
tions in places such as
Royapuram and Purasa-
walkam since 1914,

To keep pace with the
growing needs of the ex-
panding metropolis, the
water agency has chalked
out projects to upgrade the
network in chronically af-
fected areas. It had hired
Sal Consultants to study

projects sanctioned
for three years

Ta

Eleven

gevernment entitles,
including the
Greater Chennai
Corporation, the
Chennai Metropelitan
Development
Authority, the police
and the Youth
Welfare and Sports
Departrment, have
been provided with
funds to upgrade
the lacality’s
Infrastructure

Upcoming
sewer projects
(2024-25)

Upcoming water supply projects {2024-25) nin

Construction of head

tank and sumps and laying of
pipelines in Bharathi Nagar and
Korukkupet - €18 crore

of il
P

supply infrastructure
: i »
in Kannigapuram and ‘
Vyasarpadi - ¥59.15 crore

Construction of a drainage
natwork in Edayanchavadi and
Sadayankuppam

¥238.52 crore

Construction of roadside
SEWaEE pUmping stabion
at Broadway

4.33 crore

the decades-old sewerage
and water supply infras-
tructure in the core parts
af north Chennai. Of the
560.97 million litres of
sewage treated daily (mld),
nearly 159 mld is received

and treated in Kodungaiy-
ur sewage treatment plant
(STP). 1t also has a 45 mld
tertiary treatment reverse
osmosis plant added to
supply treated water to in-
dustrial belt in north Chen-

nai. Metrowater officials
said 49 projects would be
carried out over the next
three years to strengthen
and modify the network to
address sewage issues and
water contamination apart

be taken up in the first
phase include sewer net-
work in merged areas in
Edayanchavadi, Puzhal,
Vadaperumbakkam and
new pipelines between
sewage pumping stations
in Royapuram and im-
proved sewage collection
system in Kolathur and Pe-
riyar Nagar.

Metrowater also plans to
enlarge sewer pipelines in
various areas such as Tiru-
vottiyur, Perambur, Ton-
diarpet and R.K. Nagar and
construct a G-mid modular
STP to treat sewage collect-
ed at Kilijosium Nagar, Ti-
ruvattiy

Officials said works were
under way to provide
piped water supply to ad-
ded areas in Manali and
Puzhal and replace old wa-
ter pipelines in R.K. Nagar
and Perambur, In the next
three years, choked water
lines in areas such as R
Nagar, Royapuram, and Pe-
rambur  would be re-
placed.

Source: The Hindu, || May 2024, page 3.
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Water hyacinth dries up lakes faster

But Officials
Have No Plan
To Remove It

PadmajaJl@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Lakes have gone
‘green’ in the city, with a blan-
ket of plants and some laven-
dercoloured flowers floating
on the waters, But these weeds
are killing stagnant and sewa-
ge-ridden waterbodies and the
water resources department
has no plans to remove them,
Water hyacinths are invasi-
ve aquatic plants sucking up
oxygen, blocking sunlight, and
making water evaporate 2.5 ti-
mes faster, according to rese-
arch. “Water evaporates more
from a lake infested with hya-
cinths. This is because the
plants undergo transpiration,”
said Shyamala Lionel, aformer

IMPACT ON WATERBODIES

> Dissolved oxygen levels dip, making

native fishes suffocate

» Hyacinth is a dominant species that

will deprive native plant species such

as [ilfies of sufficient

sunlight and oxygen

> Evaporation rate of waterbodies

increases by 2.5 times when hyacinths

infest lakes and ponds in summers.

So, waterbodies dry up faster

> Hyacinth's longer and thicker roots '

become host to mosquito larvae in a thick blanket
plant chemistry professor at ram lake which was spread
Madras Christian College. across 59 acres in the 1930s as
Transpiration refers to expel- per old village survey maps.
ling excess water from the lea- “When lakes dry up, encroa-
ves after plants absorb water  chersmovein. Thisreduces the
from the roots. Therefore, sum-  water-spread area. These we-
mer heat and hyacinths are eds speed up this trend,” said
dryingup lakes faster. Shyamala.

Dried-up lakes are prone to Hyacinths also impact wa-

disappearance like the Ullaga- ter resources in their neighbo-

Source: The Times of India, | May 2024, page 4.

A ‘green’ solution to prevent
landslips in the Nilgiris

The Hindu Burean
UDHAGAMANDALAM

The State Highways De-
partment is undertaking
the stabilisation of slopes
around major roads in the
Nilgiris at five locations by
growing grasses to prevent
soil erosion.

The project, known as
‘slope stabilisation using
soil nailing and hydroseed-
ing method’, was being un-
dertaken in Ketti, Kattabet-

tu, Perar, Kudah and
Udhagamandalam, offi-
cials said.

The five locations were
chosen for being prone to
landslips. According to offi-
cials, the soil had to be test-
ed along the slopes for
their suitability before the
project was undertaken.

“Soil nailing is a geo-
technical engineering tech-
nique that involves the in-
sertion of reinforcing
elements into the soil in a
specified area to streng-

Source: The Hindu, |3 May 2024, page 4.

Soil nailing work being
undertaken by the State
Highways Department in

the Nilgiris. SFECIAL ARRANGEMENT

then it,” an official from the
State Highways Depart-
ment said.

Strengthening soil

Following the strengthen-
ing of the slope, ‘hydro-
seeding’ — the process of
applying a mixture of

Pic: TOI

urhood. “If water levelsarelow,
the groundwater recharge rate
dips,"” said L Elango, hydrogeo-
logy professor at IIT Madras,
Medavakkam, for instance,
had an abundance of ground-
water with three large lakes in
the area. However, because of
illegal sewage inflow, water hy-
acinth blankets their surface

It is being undertaken
in Ketti, Kattabettu,
Perar, Kudah and
Udhagamandalam

seeds, fertilizer, organic
materials and water on to
the soil to facilitate the
growth of grass and plant
life — would be undertaken
to help hold the top soil to-
gether and prevent ero-
sion.

An  official said that
around five species of
grass, including a few na-
tive to India, would be
grown along the slopes.
The Highways Department
would take up the mainte-
nance of the grasses once
hydroseeding was com-
pleted, officials said, ad-
ding that this method of
preventing landslips would
help in mitigating the im-
pact of linear infrastruc-
ture such as roads in the
Nilgiris.

TEN, Vol. | Issue | May 2024

and groundwater levels are go-
ingdown.

The weeds adversely affect
the entire aquatic ecosystem.
“Hyacinths reduce dissolved
oxygen level needed for plants
and fish. Native plants such as
lilies get less oxygen and nutri-
ents, Moreover, birds such as
kingfishers, storks and herons
may have to go elsewhere to fie-
ed. Invasive species such as
Afriean catfish, which can bre-
athe atmospheric oxygen, will
dominate native fish that de
pend on dissolved oxygen,” sa-
id P Prashanth, a biodiversity
expert from the state wetlands
mission.
ge and removing water hya-
cinths frequently, especially in
summer, will help the weeds
grow less,” said Shyamala. “We
usually remove hyacinths only
before monsoons for water to
flow."” said a WRD official when
TOI asked if they had plans to
remove the weedsnow.
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Consider long-term housing needs of fishermen before publishing final CZMP, says NGT

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

The Southern Bemh of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the Ta-

mil Nadu State Coastal
Management  Authority
(TNSCZMA) to consider the
long-term housing needs of
coastal communities while
preparing the draft Coastal
Zone Management Plan

(CEMP). The Bench, com-
prising Justice Pushpa
Sathyanarayana and exp-
ert member  Satyagopal
Korlapati, was hearing a
petition filed by S Pa-
layam, a fisherman from
Besant Nagar, seeking a di-
rection to the TNSCZMA to
prepare and publish de-
tailed plans for the long-
term housing needs of
coastal fishermen  com-

munities, as required by
the CRZ Notification, 2019,

The petition pertains to
the draft CZMP, first re-
leased in 20022, which ran
into epposition from the
fishermen community as it
did not include any specif-
i comments about fishing
zones  in waterbodies,
breeding and spawning
grounds, commaon praper-
ties of the fishermen com-

Source: The Hindu, 12 May 2024, page 8

munities, and the detailed
plan for long-term housing
necds of the cpgs:a! fisher-
Mmen

ment. Currently, the draft
maps in 1:25000 scale have
been prepared and made
le in the public do-

The absence of provi-
sions for reserve land allo-
cation for long-term settle-
ment of fishermen ralsed
concerns about the plan’s
alignment with CRZ regula-
tions and its impact on
hath the fishermen’s liveli-
hood and the environ-

main for 12 coastal dis-
tricts, except Chennal and
Tiruvallur. Considering the
petitioner’s  request, the
Bench ordered the State
management authority 1o
address the issue before

- o obi I
publishing the final CZMP  Fisher's interests ignored: Currently, draft maps in 1:25000 scale have been prepated and made

notification,

avallable in the public domain for 12 coastal districts, except Chennal and Tiruvallur. . MOORTHY

Weather shocks spell sour start to mango season, but exports not hit

Source: Mint, 13 May 2024. Also online here.

Puabes brated nationally as the king of
Pl dasliverint com fruits. But the flowering of
NEW DELHI mango treshasbeen impacted
this year, and the fruit’s size and
ndia’s favourite fruit is weight is likely to be smaller,

a problem—heatwaves and | too, depending on region.
unseasonal rains have hit “Because of unseasonal rin-
crops, potentially disrupting | fall during winter (December-
supplies, This, coupled witha | January} insome parts of West
wwmail Bengal, flowering was
mgwmrlﬁnls,metpededm affected,” said Sandipan Bis-
impact mango yields which | was, a mango grower from
could send prices zooming in | Ichapur of North 24 Parganas
domestic markets, in West Bengal whao has 2acres

There’s a silver lining, | of mangoorchards,

though. Of sorts, Mango Biswasadded, “Thisseason,
exports are unlikely to be hit, | the cropisless, |am expecting
aceording to trade analysts. the harvest from my orchard to
India is the world's largest | be around 50 bashets (1 bas-
_ producer of mangoes, cele- | ket-40 kg) against the typical

harvest, trad 1)
mahgpm&pnﬂ! ta sufferasit has ﬁlpment commitments.
150-200 baskets. Prices are
upand mayrise further
as produce is Jow this year.”

do not expect India’s

grower from the same region,
said that not only the quantity
but also the size and weight of
hand Dutta, another | mangoes could beaffected due

to inadequate precipitation
before the flowering season.
*“Weight of some varieties
such as Amrapali, Fazli, and
each against their original of
450-500 gm. This is going to
our pocket thisseason as
we will have to pul more pro-
dure in the hasket when we sell
it to tradéfrsin the market.”
Similarly, growers in Tamil
Nadu will bear the hrunt of a

drop. As aresult, we lost more
than 50-60% afthecrop. Now
the hot windy weather condi-
tion for the past 3—4 days is
causing fruit drop rapidly,” said
Prabhuram Rajagopal, who
runs a nursery in Krishnagiri
and is a member of the Tamil
Nadu Mango Growers Federa-
tion, “Tomake up for the loss,
farmers must get TH00-500
perkg,” Rajagopal said.
Currently, pricesof Bombay

powhammmma{mmn Suruliand Gopal Bhog varieties

haveslashed the | arequotedat $45and 150 akg

t:mp at least by a half, compared with 120 and

“In Tamil Nadu, mangocrop | 125-28 per kg in the corre-
is poorbecause excessheatand | sponding period kst year,

lesswater avatlability for irriga- Thebest-quality Alphonso is

tion causing flowerand fruitto | priced at around 3200 per kg,

the B-grade at 160-70
C-grade 140-50a kg,

Despite the poor han
trace analysts do not ex
India’s mango exports tos
a5 il has shipment com
ments and exporters d
higher prices from the inte
tional market.

“Idon't see any impact of
produce onexportsin tern
volume and value. Most o
mangoes have already b
shipped because they are
well in advance. The ex
starts from March onwu
said Ajay Sahai, director |
eral and CEQ of the Federn
of Indian Export Organ
tions,
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https://www.livemint.com/news/india/weather-shocks-hit-india-s-favourite-mango-crop-prices-rise-may-go-up-further-11715496980058.html
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