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Inayear of decline in FDI, Gujarat,

TN and Telangana buck the trend

—
Mridula Krishnaraj
Chennai

Even as Foreign Direct Equity
Investments (FDI) into India
fell to a five-year low in FY24,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Tamil Nadu have managed to
grow FDI year-on-year in the
fiscal year. 3

DATA FOCUS.

Gujarat emerged as the
leader of the pack raking in
$7.3billion in fresh FDI equity
inflows in FY24 at a growth
rate of 55 per cent from the
previous fiscal. Tamil Nadu
and Maharashtra recorded 12
per cent and 2 per cent
growth respectively, as per
FDI data from the Depart-
ment for Promotion of In-
dustry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT). Guijarat also over-
took Karnataka and Delhi to
climb to second spot in FY24.

Karnataka saw its FDI in-
flow fall by 37 per cent y-o-yin
FY24, continuing its decline
since FY22. For FY24, Delhi
stands at the fourth spot in
terms of FDI inflows but re-
corded a decline of 13.4 per
cent.

Telangana, at fifth position,
more than doubled its FDI in-
flows in FY24 at $3 billion.
Despite recent big ticket in-
vestment announcements,
TN closed the fiscal year at
sixth spot in terms of total
FDI inflows at $2.4 billion.

FDI equity inflows into In-
dia stood at $44.4 billion in
FY24, a marginal drop com-

with $46 billion in
FY23, owing to the global un-
certaintyand increasing tend-
ency of countries to look in-
wards while allocating capital.

BIG INVESTMENTS

Marquee foreign investments
in the fiscal year such as ex-
pansion of Foxconn and
Pegatron electronics manu-
facturing facilities in TN and
Micron’s new semiconductor
plant at Gujarat likely helped
lift the FDI inflows into the
State. Both: States have

FDI into Gujarat zooms, Karnataka
records sharp decline in FY24
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cluster-based industrial ap-
proach with presence of di-
verse sectors. Big ticket in-
vestments announced by
Amazonand other companies
contributed to surge of FDIin
Telangana. FDI decline into
Karnataka may be attributed
to the slow down in start-up

ing and an overall satura-
tion of the technology ecosys-
tem in the State. However,
analysts caution that method-
ology around State-wise ac-
counting of FDI isunclearand
also depends on the
headquarters of the foreign
enterprise.

Madan Sabnavis, chief eco-
nomist, Bank of Baroda, views
the overall dipin FDI as a con-
tinuation of the tightening li-
quidity position. “FDI into
States is generally guided by
the ease of doing business in
the State and government
support in areas of land ac-
quisition, logistics, availabil-
ity of infrastrycture and re-
quisite man power etc,” he

said.

FDI fell across both manu-
facturing and services sec-
tors. FDI in drugs and
pharma, chemicals, automot-
ive and telecom sectors fell by
48 per cent, 54 per cent, 20 per
cent and 60 per cent y-0-y, re-
spectively. A significant por-
tion of the FDI inflowin FY24
came into computer software
and hardware sector at $7.9
billion, followed by services
sector at $6.6 billion. How-
ever, both sectors recorded a
dip in FDI y-o-y. The con-
struction sector stood out by
growing its FDI inflows by al-
most 3xin FY24.

Mauritius, Singapore, USA,
Netherlands and Japan con-
tinue to be top five FDI con-
tributors of cumulative FDI
inflow into India during fiscal
years 2000 to 2024. In FY24,
Singapore contributed the
most in FDI inflow at $11.7
billion.

The writer is an intern with businessline
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Economy

Source: Business Line, 21 June 2024, page 2
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TN’s commercial

tax revenue up
to 31,26,005 crore

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Revenue from
commercial tax in Tamil Na-
du has registered an increa-
se, from 85,606.4 crore in
2020-21 to ¥1,26,005.92 crore
in the 2023-24 fiscal year, as
per a statement from the sta-
te govt.

The govt attributed this
growth to simplified tax pay-
ment options and enhanced
online portals and systems,
resulting in an additional
%40,399.5 crore over three ye-
ars under the DMK admini-
stration, compared to the te-
nure of the preceding Al-
ADMK govt.

The Samadhan Scheme,
introduced in 2023, was
highlighted for aiding in the
settlement of arrears rela-
ted to tax, penalty, and inter-
est. Launched on Oct16, 2023,
the scheme facilitated the
waiver of tax dues up to
£50,000.

The commercial taxes
department reported that
7247.89 crore was collected
in tax dues exceeding

250,000, the highest amount’

collected compared to pre-

The govt attributed this
growth to simplified
tax payment options
and enhanced online
portals and systems,
resulting in an additio-
nal 740,399.5 crore over
three years under the
DMK administration

vious schemes. The depart-
ment invested %62 crore in
infrastructure and admini-
strative reforms.
Ataxresearchunitestab-
lished on Dec 30, 2023 provi-
dedinsightsthatledtoanad-
ditional 2510.09 crore under
theintegrated goodsand ser-
vicetax in March this year.
Collaborating with IIT
Hyderabad ondataanalytics
to examine revenue losses,
the department generated
an extra 2129.77 crore in the
past four months, the state-
ment added. The govt also
noted a reduction in petrol
taxes in 2021, which lowered
petrol prices by Z3 perlitre,

Source: The Times of India, 2 June 2024, page 6

Revenue from
commercial taxes
grew 47.19% in three
years, says State govt.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Saturday said that
revenue from commercial
taxes grew 4719% to
%1,26,005.92 crore in 2023-
24 from ¥85,606.41 crore in
2020-21 (during the pre-
vious AIADMK regime).

An official statement
said that due to simplifica-
tion of procedures and on-
line systems, an additional
revenue of ¥40,399.51
crore had been generated
in the three years of the
DMK regime. The Samad-
han Scheme was launched
in 2023 for settlement of
arrears of tax, penalty or
interest pertaining to va-
rious taxes administered
under commercial taxes.
The scheme was in imple-
mentation from October
16, 2023, to March 31,
2024, the release said.

Under the scheme, tax
dues up to 350,000 were
waived off. A sum of
3247.89 crore has been col-
lected on tax dues of over
¥50,000, which is the high-
est compared to the pre-
vious schemes. Infrastruc-
ture upgrade and
administrative reforms had

According to an
official statement, an
additional revenue of
140,399.51 crore has
been generated in
the three vears of
the DMK regime

been undertaken at a cost
of 62 crore, the statement
said.

The Commercial Taxes
Department established a
Tax Research Unit on De-
cember 30, 2022. Based on
its review and recommen-
dation, the State govern-
ment recovered an addi-
tional sum of ¥510.09 crore
under the Integrated
Goods and Services Tax
(IGST) in March 2024, in
the first phase.

The department also
tied up with IIT-Hyderabad
for big data analytics to stu-
dy the aspects of revenue
losses and through this in-
itiative, an additional reve-
nue of ¥129.77 crore was
generated in the last four
months, the statement
said. It also highlighted the
reduction in taxes on pe-
trol in 2021, which brought
down the petrol prices by
33 per litre.

Source: The Hindu, 2 June 2024, page 4
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- Fee hike at 36 toll
~ plazas in the state

Times News Network

Chennai: Effective from
June 3, user fee for 36 toll
plazas in the state be in-
creased, affecting major
highways leading out of
Chennai. This toll hike,
postponed due to parlia-
mentary elections, will im-
pact routes to key cities
such as Trichy, Madurai,
Coimbatore, and Bengalu-
ru.

The fee increase ranges
from %5 to 220 for various
vehicles, including private
cars and buses. Specific
toll plazas undergoing re-
vision include Paranur
(Chengalpet), Vanagaram,
and Surapattu (Chennai

Bypass Road), Athur,
Krishnagiri,and Vaniyam-
badi.

The move to increase
the toll fee at Paranur has
garnered criticism from
regular users of the Chen-
nai-Trichy national high-
way. S Yuvraj of the Tamil
Nadu Truck Owners’ Asso-
ciation said, “If the Union
road transport ministry
kept its promise, this toll
plaza would have been shut
by now. They started col-
lecting fees here in 2005
and should have realized
the capital cost a long time
ago.”
é‘éi{mmbly, the NHAI had

“earlier informed the Par-

AT A GLANCE

> Toll plazas in TN | 60
» Fee hike at 36 plazas

KEY LOCATIONS
» Paranur
(Chengalpet) 4

» Vanagaram
and Surapattu
(Chennai
Bypass Road)
> Vaniyambadi
> Athur

Fee increase for cars
510320

liament that none of the
toll plazas in Tamil Nadu
are eligible for the 60%
waiver as capital cost has
not been realised in any of
the highway stretches
maintained by them. It will
continue to revise toll
charges based on - the
wholesale priceindex.
However, the central
agency will not increase
the fee atthe Nemili(Sripe-
rumbudur) and Chennasa-
mudram (Walajapet) toll
plazas due to ongoing six-
lane road expansion
works, This project has
been long pending and has
caused frequent accidents.
Ideally, the toll fee
would have beenrevisedon
April 1 every year, but this
was deferred due to the
elections. >

Source: The Times of India, 3 June 2024, page 3

Toy story: History & STEM learning games now

Nandini.Sengupta
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: India’s§1.72 billion
toy market is witnessing an
increase in consumer inter-
est in niche products like cul-
tural and heritage products
as well as toys that plug into
the desi parent’s obsession
with science and maths. With
the market poised to grow in
doubledigits overthenextsix
years, toy makers say niche
products are the way to go.
Deepak Chaudhary, foun-
der of Urban Tots, “The Indi-
an toy industry is witnessing
new trends, including the in-
corporation of Indian folklo-
re, mythology, and history in-
to toy designs to evoke nostal-
gia and foster cultural aware-
ness among children.”
Alongside that is the trend of
educational toys which are

“aligned with the Indian cur-
riculum, promoting STEM le-
arning and nurturing cogni-
tive, problem-solving, and
critical thinkingskills.”
That twin focus is impor-
tant given the growth trajec-
tory theindustry isin. Karan-
deepSingh, chief businessof-
ficer, Toys “R” Us said, “Ac-
cording to Invest India, the
Indian toy industry is among
the fastest-growing globally,
projected to reach $3 billion
by 2028, growingata CAGR of
12% between 2022-28. Mytho-

s
PLAYTHINGS AND PROFITS

Size of Indian toy
market | $1.72 billion
Growth prospects | Will
hit $3 billion by 2028

i CAGR | 12% between
2022 to 2028

Source: Indush
logical and historical toys, he
added, are “more commonly
seen during festive seasons
when cultural affinity isat its
peak”.

Toy makers say the inter-
est in Indian traditional/he-
ritage/cultural toys alongsi-
de more “learning” toys is
driven by multiple factors.
Philip Royappan, GM marke-
ting, Funskool India, which
has introduced popular his-
tory/heritage products like
fable-based and historical
puzzle sets like Vikram & Ve-

tal, Rani Jhansi, Ashoka or
Tenali Raman as well as li-
cenced Chota Bheem pro-
ducts, said, “Novelty is the
key in the toy market and a
combination of cultural toys
with educational toys works
quite well.” The Chennai-ba-
sed company has also intro-
duced traditional products
like Kho Kho, Kabaddi, Gili
Danda and Mancala in its
range.

Toy marketers say while
the niche segments are not
very big, the Indian toy mar-
ket itself is still just around
0.6% of the world market.
What’s driving the niche
trend though is organized re-
tail inmetros and Tier 1cities
— “channels which offer wi-
der product selections and
convenience, which along
with the government’s Make
in India campaign has enab-

led a shift towardslocally ma-
nufactured toys,” said
Chaudhary What has also
helped are online sales and
exports. Funskool, for instan-
ce,now getsaround 25% of its
sales from e-commerce plat-
forms and has a “very signifi-
cant export” business apart
from the OEM work it does for
global companies. “We ex-
port to markets like the Midd-
le East and North Africa
among others,” added Royap-
pan. For India’s toy buyers,
innovative categories are-a
winner. Singh said,“Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Maths toys, kids’
DIY fashion, and Kkidult
(adults who like to purchase
kids’ products) stuff are gai-
ning popularity as these cate-
gories offer a unique, enga-
ging experience for children
and adults alike.”

Source: The Times of India, 8 June 2024, page |17
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Development fund can now be fully
spent on works specified by MLA

NR TAMILS AND MINORITIES
WELFARE DEPARTMENT

A scheme will be implemented in

association with the Tamil Nadu
Corporation for the Development
of Women, to improve the
livelihoods of the Sri Lankan
Tamils living in the Mandam camp

Drainage and road facilities will
be improved at the Sri Lankan
Tamil rehabilitation camps

A scheme will be implemented

to provide mental health
services at the 103 SL Tamil
rehabilitation camps in Tamil Nadu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

WATER Resources Minister
Duraimurugan on Wednesday
announced that hereafter the
entire ¥3 crore given to MLAS
as constituency development
fund would be spent on works
specified by them.

So far, Z2 crore is spent on
works specified by the MLAs
and 1 crore on works specified
by the government.

“Many MLAs have requested
the entire allocation should be
spent on the works specified by
them. The Chief Minister has

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 June 2024, page 6

agreed to this,” Duraimurugan
said.

The minister added that the
CM has also been informed of
the requirement that former
members of the House would
need additional allocation for
medical expenses. “The matter
is under the CM’s considera-
tion,” he noted.

Referring to the complaint
of many members of the House
that GST is being deducted
from the constituency develop-
ment fund, Minister Duraimu-
rugan said the matter will be

looked into.

TN seeks adequate allocation in upcoming

il
Our Bureau
Chennai

Tamil Nadu Finance Minister

Thennarasu has urged Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to prioritise
several major highway projects and alloc-
ate sufficient funds for infrastructure de-
velopment projects, including the expan-
sion of Phase-1I of the Chennai Metro Rail.

During a pre-Budget interaction of the
State Finance Minister with Sitharaman
and Finance Ministry officials in New
Delhi, Thennarasuexpressed concern over
what he termed the step-brotherly treat-
ment Tamil Nadu has received in the sanc-
tion of large infrastructure projects.

“I request you to take up more national
highway projects in the State. One such
project is the construction of an elevated
road between Tambaram and Chengalp-
attu (NH-32) and from Chengalpattu to
Tindivanam, whichneedstobetakenupon
priority. The stretch in the Chennai-Kan-
niyakumari Corridor was developed as a
four-lane highway by NHAI during 2005.
At present, the traffic intensity has in-
creased manifold and the stretch has be-
comevulnerable toroadaccidents, causing
fatalities. I request the Union Government
to sanction this project and allocate ad-
equate funds in the upcoming Budget,” he

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Tamil Nadu Finance

Minister Thangam Thennarasu at a
pre-Budget meeting in New Delhi

said. Thennarasu also highlighted the un-
der-provisioning of railway projects in
Tamil Nadu in successive Union Budgets.
He emphasised the need to strengthen
the rail infrastructure in Chennai’s sub-
urban areas to support the growing popu-
lationand called for new railwaylinesinin-
dustrial areas to spur economic
development,
RAILINFRA
Herequested funds for five specific railway
projects: The fourth line between Tam-
baram and Chengalpattu; a new Tiruppa-
thur-Krishnagiri-Hosur line; the Madurai-
Thoothukudi line via Aruppukkottai; the

Budget for road, rail infra development

Minjur-Tiruvallur-Sriperumpudur-Or-
agadam-Singaperumalkoil-Madur-
anthagam line; and the Semi-High Speed
Railway Corridor connecting Chennai-
Salem-Coimbatore with extensions to
Salem-Hosur-Bengaluru and Coimbatore-
Ernakulam. The delay in approving Phase-
11 of the Chennai Metro Railis severelyim-
pacting State finances and slowing the pro-
ject’s implementation, causing hardships
for Chennai residents, Thennarasu said.
Although recommended by the Public In-
vestment Board on August 17, 2021, the
project has been awaiting approval from
the Cabinet Committee on Economic Af-
fairs for three years. Thennarasu also re-
quested 3,000 crore in disaster relief
funds for TN for restoration works follow-
ing two major natural disasters last year
that strained State finances. He reiterated
the State’srequest tomerge cesses and sur-
charges into the basic tax rates to ensure
Statesreceive their fair share of revenue.

businessline.
Disclaimer: Readers are requested to verify & make
: i et ity of
an advertisement before respanding to any published in this |
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner
of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products andfor services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer,  Editor,  Director/s, Employees of  this
held responsil in any manner

for any damages for
this newspaper.

Source: Business Line, 23 June 2024, page 12
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Assembly urges Centre to
take up caste-based census

Such an exercise is essential for formulating policies to ensure equal rights and opportunities to

every citizen, says a resolution that the House passed unanimously after it was proposed by CM

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu As-
T sembly on Wednes-

day unanimously
adopted a resolution, pro-
posed by Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, urging the Un-
ion government to conduct
a caste-based census along
with the general popula-
tion census.

“This House considers a
caste-based  population
census essential for formu-
lating policies to ensure
equal rights and equal op-
portunities in education,
economy, and employ-
ment to every citizen of In-
dia. This House, therefore,
unanimously urges the Un-
ion government to imme-
diately commence the cen-
sus work, which has been
due since 2021, along with
a caste-based population
census this time,” the reso-
lution said.

PMK member R. Arul,
who spoke at the debate,
said he would not agree
with the resolution be-
cause the State govern-
ment itself could conduct a
caste-based census. Law
Minister S. Regupathy, ho-
wever, replied that though
the State could conduct a
caste-based census under
the Collection of Statistics

Unanimous approval: The T.N. Assembly adopting a resolution
urging the Union government to conduct a caste-based census
along with the general population census. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Act, 2008, the Census Act
could override it.

Earlier, Mr. Stalin re-
called the letter he had
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2023, de-
manding a caste-based
census along with the gen-
eral census. “The decisions
and acts of a State govern-
ment can get legal protec-
tion only if they are done
on the basis of the data col-
lected by the Centre. If the
State governments collect
data through surveys, they
may be stayed by
courts...,” he reasoned.

Mr. Stalin said that un-
der Section 3 of the Census
Act, only the Union go-
vernment could conduct a
census. He explained that
though there was a percep-
tion that a State govern-
ment could do a caste-
based census under the

Collection of Statistics Act,
2008, the law allows only
collection of socio-eco-
nomic data. “Under Sec-
tion 3(a) of the Act, the
State government cannot
collect data pertaining to
entries specified in the Un-
ion List in the Seventh
Schedule and the census is
Entry 69 in the Union List.
Also, Section 32 of the Col-
lection of Statistics Act
contains a bar on collec-
tion of population data, as
it can be done only under
the Census Act,” he said,
pointing to a case in this
connection pending in the
Supreme Court.

He said the Union go-
vernment postponed the
census because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and it
could not wait any further
to undertake the exercise.

Pointing to the resolu-

Source: The Hindu, 27 June 2024, page 2

tion, Mr. Stalin wrote to
Mr. Modi on Wednesday,
seeking his intervention
for undertaking a caste-
based census. “In a coun-
try like India, the social mi-
lieu influences the mobili-
ty of various communities
across the economic le-
vels. As caste has histori-
cally been a key determi-
nant of the prospects of
social progress in our so-
ciety, it is essential that
caste-based socio-econom-
ic census data be made
available in public do-
main,” he said.

Pointing out that laws
and Acts would get legal
validity only when they
were enacted on the basis
of verifiable socio-eco-
nomic indicators drawn
from the decadal census
report, Mr. Stalin said no
contemporary data were
available since the last
caste census conducted in
India in 1931. “The need
for quantifiable data relat-
ing to the socio-economic
and educational status of
various castes, communi-
ties, and tribes of the en-
tire population of the State
has been emphasised in
several judgments of the
Supreme Court for classifi-
cation of Backward Classes
and Most Backward Class-
es,” he said.

TEN Vol. | Issue 2 June 2024



Agriculture

Farmers to benefit as CM rolls out
scheme to preserve soil fertility

320 crore earmarked for the distribution of
green manure seeds to cover 2 lakh acres of
land, benefitting 2 lakh farmers in the state

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Wednesday launched a flagship
scheme - Mannuyir Kaathu
Mannuyir Kaappom - aimed at
preserving the soil fertility of
cultivation land in a compre-
hensive manner. The pro-
gramme that has 22 compo-
nents was announced by
Agriculture Minister MRK
Panneerselvam in the exclusive
budget for agriculture for the
Vear 2024-25.

The scheme aims to preserve
s0il fertility through the pro-
motion of green manure usage
among farmers. For 2024-2025,
720 crore has been earmarked
for the distribution of green
manure seeds to cover 2 lakh
acres benefitting 2 lakh farm-
ers. The green manure will pro-
tect the microorganisms and
this, in turn, would nourish nu-
trients in the soil. In all, 4,000
tonnes of green manure seeds
will be distributed to farmers.
Five farmers from different
places received the green ma-
nure seeds from Stalin at the
secretariat.

Besides, the chief minister
also inaugurated a scheme to
provide agricultural equip-
ment at a nominal rent to farm-
ers. For this purpose, 90 trac-
tors and equipment were
procured at a total cost of T10.25
crore. Stalin flagged off trac-
tors to be given on nominal rent
to farmers. He also flagged off
the tractors bought for training
youth from rural areas. Skill
development training will be

provided to 500 rural youth in
six places - Vellore, Coimbat-
ore, Tiruchy, Madurai, Tiruvar-
ur and Tirunelveli.

Ministers MRK Panneersel-
vam, KN Nehru, K Ponmudy,
RS Rajakannappan, and senior
officials were present on the
occasion.

How green manure helps
The green manure will protect the

microorganisms and this, in turn, would . i
nourish nutrients in the soil. In all, as

much as 4,000 tonnes of green manure
seeds will be distributed to the farmers

in the state

CM also Inavgurated a scheme to
provide agricultural equipment
at a nominal rent to
farmers. 90 tractors
and equipment were
procured ata total
cost of 21025
crore

]
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Now, farmers, pottery workers can
take alluvial soil, clay free of cost

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister ME Stalin on
Wednesday allowed farmers
and pottery workers to take al-
luvial soil (vandalmann) and
clay (kaliman) from water
sources like irrigation tanks,
ponds, canals, lakes, efc to take
these soils from the water
sources maintained by
the public works and ru-
ral development depart-
ments free of cost.

The farmers can use
this soil to enrich their
cultivation land with nu-
trients while the pottery
workers can use the

clay for making 4

=
1 . (-‘N}

pots and other utensils. He said
the procedure for taking these
50ils has been simplified.

In a statement, Stalin said
during the past two years, since
the water sources were ade-
quately filled, the farmers and
pottery workers were not able

to take alluvial soil and clay.
“This year, since the
storage level is less in
waterbodies and if
they are desilted,
during the ensuing
monsoon season,
more water could be
stored in them. As
per the present rules,
farmers and pot-
tery workers

can take these soils in water
sources located within their vil-
lages or the nearby ones. Also,
they can take these soils only
after obtaining a certificate
from village administrative of-
ficers. Due to this, the farmers
and others have been put to
hardships,” Stalin added.

The chief minister also said
necessary amendments have
been made to the Minor Min-
eral Concession Rules and re-
spective VAOs in villages can
permit farmers and pottery
workers online. Besides, farm-
ers and pottery workers can
take these soils from any of the
water resources located in their
taluk.

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 June 2024, page 4
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2,000 tonnes of seeds of superfine
paddy varieties to be given to farmers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

AGRICULTURE Minister MRK
Panneerselvam on Saturday an-
nounced that to encourage
cultivation of high-yield-
ing superfine varieties
of paddy, a total of 2,000
tonne certified seeds will
be supplied to farmers
with 50% subsidy and for
this purpose 8.6 crore will
allocated. The minister made
this announcement while reply-
ingtothe discussion on demands
for grants for his department.
Panneerselvam also announced

that an export consultancy cell
will be established in all districts
to help farmers easily under-
stand export procedures for ag-
ricultural produce. Grow-
ing of nutrient-rich
edible mushrooms such
as white button mush-
room, milky mushroom
and oyster mushroom
will be notified as an ag-
ricultural activity in Tamil
Nadu. Explaining the achieve-
ments of the government in the
past three years, Panneerselvam
said 371 announcements worth
27,000 crore were made and 2.59

crore farmers had benefitted
from them. The government has
provided 19,761 crore as subsi-
dy to ensure 23.8 lakh free power
connections.

A special scheme for increas-
ing area and production of
maize is planned on an outlay of
%30 crore covering 18 districts.
Panneerselvam said to regulate
vegetable prices during summer
by increasing the supply, cultiva-
tion of vegetables including
brinjal, tomato, capsicum,
greens, etc, under shadenet will
be encouraged in many
districts.

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 June 2024, page 4

Minister announces 378.67 cr kuruvai package
b Akt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

EXPRESSING concern over the
inability to open the Mettur
dam this year for irrigation as
per convention on June 12, Ag-
riculture Minister MRK Pan-
neerselvam on Friday an-
nounced a kuruvai package ata
cost of T78.67 crore to safeguard
the interests of farmers in the
delta region.

In a statement here, he said
the Mettur dam could not be
opened due to the delayed mon-
soon and lesser storage. Under
this scheme, 2,000 tonnes of
paddy seeds worth T3.85 crore
will be distributed to one lakh
acres of land, through the agri-
cultural extension centres.
Also, a sum of T4,000 per acre
would be given as a back-ended
subsidy for mechanised plant-
ing of paddy seedlings. In all
one lakh acres will get this sub-
sidy and ¥40 crore has been al-
located for this purpose. A back-
ended subsidy 1s a benefit that
the government pays to a bor-
rower at a later date, after the
borrower has paid the market
rate up front.

Micro-nutrients worth 315
lakh will be distributed at a 50%
subsidy to 7,500 acres where the
s0il 1acks nutrients. Similarly,
to use fertiliser with copper sul-
phate, a sum of T250 per acre
will be given to 25,000 acres
(3625 1akh). Also, for using gyp-
sum on 25,000 acres, a sum of

T62.50 lakh will be given.

The other allocations under
the kuruvai package include
1.2 crore for supplying quality
seeds and fertilisers to cultivate
pulses on 10,000 acres, 20 lakh
for supplying micronutrients to
mcrease yield n pulses in 10,000
acres, and ¥7.52 crore for pro-
viding 442 agricultural equip-
ment for various works involved
in agriculture.

The government will allocate
¥24.50 crore to compensate for
the loss of employment for
those involved in agricultural
work in the delta districts.

-

A farmland onwhich kuruvai paddy has been raised using goundwater at Uthamar

Seeli near Tiruchy on Friday | MxAsHOK KuMAR

Delta farmers welcome package but
want it to be disbursed expeditiously

N RAMESH @ Thanjavur/Tiruvarur

WHILE welcoming the special
Kuruvai package announce-
ment, farmers in the Cauvery
delta region wanted it to be dis-
bursed to beneficiaries at the
earliest and preferred a higher
acreage covered under the back-
end subsidy scheme for machine
transplantation.

Tamil Nadu farmers’ associa-
tion state general secretary P S
Masilamani said, “The inputs
and the assistance under the
package need to be disbursed at
the earliest.”

R Sukumaran of Orathanadu
in Thanjavur stressed that there
should be no political interfer-
ence in disbursing the benefits.
He also pointed out the need for
uninterrupted power supply as
farmers are cultivating kuruvai
paddy now using only ground-
water. Cauvery water is yetto be
released from Mettur dam for ir-
rigation in the delta region.

G Srinivasan of Ganapathy
Agraharam opposed limiting
the backend subsidy of 34,000
per acre for machine transplan-
tation to only a total of one lakh
acres. Assistance for one lakh

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 June 2024, page 4

acres spread over six districts is
inadequate, he said. Healso not-
ed that there was no announce-
ment this year on the free distri-
bution of fertilisers like urea
and potash under the package.

N V Kannan, Thanjavur dis-
trict secretary of the farmers’
association, echoed Srinivasan’s
views on the subsidy for ma-
chine transplantation. “Farm-
ers have taken up cultivation
despite a lot of limitations and
hence the subsidy needs to be
provided to all those who have
taken up kuruvai cultivation in
the delta districts,” he said.
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GOVL. to create
5000 new
waterbodies
for agriculture
in rural areas

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The State government
would create 5,000 water-
bodies in villages to im-
prove agriculture and facil-
itate groundwater
recharge, said Rural Deve-
lopment Minister I. Periya-
samy.

Announcing  various
projects in the Assembly
while replying to the de-
bate on the demands for
grants for the Rural Deve-
lopment Department, Mr.
Periyasamy said that work,
at an estimated cost of
250 crore, to create water-
bodies would be the key to
storing rainwater in the
5,000 villages. “The water-
bodies will be created un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme,”
he said.

To improve monitoring
of the work on rural deve-
lopment, the department
would procure 480 new
vehicles at an estimated
cost of 44 crore.

He further said 500 of-
fice buildings in village
panchayats would be reno-
vated at a cost of 50
crore. The work on auto-
mation of 5,000 water
tanks would be taken up at
a cost of T50 crore in rural
areas, and work to con-
serve meikkaal lands and
planting of trees would be
implemented in 2,500 vil-
lage panchayats at an esti-
mated cost of 400 crore.

Faecal sludge treatment
plants would also be con-
structed at 10 locations in
rural areas. Modern crema-
toria will be constructed in
10 locations for people be-
longing to all sections of
society to promote com-
munal harmony, he added.

Fair price shops would
be constructed in 500 vil-
lages at an estimated cost
of T60 crore, the Minister
said.

Source: The Hindu, 23 June 2024, page 8
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Climatic changes cut Madurai malliyield by 50%

Unseasonal rain in May affects buds bringing down harvest from 20 kg per acre to 10 kg, say farmers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Madurai

THE famous Madurai malli’s
fragrance has died down in
strength as the changing cli-
matic conditions have ham-
pered its harvest, with farmers
ruing that the yield has dropped
by 50%. Farmers have also al-
leged that the Mission for Ma-
durai Malli, initiated by the
state government in 2022 to de-
velop jasmine cultivation, is
yet to take effect.

Among the major horticul-
ture crops, jasmine cultivation
in Madurai is usually taken up
on 1,700 hectares of land. Nota-
bly, cultivable areas have in-
creased in the district over the
past couple of years.

According to the agriculture
department, in 2022- 2023, jas-
mine cultivation in Madurai
was taken up on 1,674.95 hec-
tares, which increased to
1,711.53 hectares in 2023-24. Usi-
lampatti and Thiruparankun-

Farmers in Madurai region rue that the increased moisture and changing weather
have also led to pest infestation | expRess

dram blocks remain the major
contributors to jasmine culti-
vation, with over 400 hectares
of cultivated areas in each
block. Under the Mission for
Madurai malli, the state gov-
ernment distributed planting
materials and cooler boxes to

transport the jasmine flowers
and other materials to the
farmers.

Even as cultivated areas have
increased, farmers are strug-
gling to handle the post-harvest
loss owing to fluctuating prices
in the markets, which are gen-

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 June 2024, page 4

Vegetable prices skyrocket in
city due to shortfall in supply

Wholesalers say heatwave followed by unseasonal rain in various States is the reason for the
shortage. They expect prices to stabilise in another fortnight depending on the monsoon

erally based on special occa-
sions. Speaking to TNIE, S
Ramachandran, a trader and
exporter of jasmine stated that
the flower’s price dropped mas-
sively owing to a lack of
demand.

While the flowers of good
quality are sold at ¥300-350 per
kilo, flowers of poorer quality,
which are used to extract the
scent, are sold for less than 2250
per kilo.

Notably, the prices have been
above 2,000-3,000 per kilo be-
fore the harvest season, but
have now plummeted.

“While the dip in prices is
giving us a hard time, the
weather conditions are not fa-
vourable either. Earlier, during
April and May, we could har-
vest nearly 20 Kilos per acre,
but due to the unseasonal rain
in mid-May, the harvest has
dropped by 50% and the yield is
just 10 kilos per acre. The un-
seasonal rain has affected the
buds, and the increased mois-

ture content and changing
weather lead to pest infestation
as well.” said Marudhupandi-
an, a jasmine farmer from
Usilampatti.

Meanwhile, several farmers
alleged that many did not re-
ceive the benefits provided un-
der the Mission for Madurai
Malli scheme.

Official sources said that the
establishment of two jasmine
nurseries in Ramanathapuram,
which was planned under the
scheme, is yet to materialise
due to land allocation issues.
Officials stated that over %50
lakh has been allotted for the
establishment of these
nurseries.

Experts from the export sec-
tor stated thatjasmine isamong
the most exported flowers from
Madurai. Though the state gov-
ernment has taken measures to
promote jasmine cultivation,
production must be increased
further and measures must be
taken to increase the exports.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A bunch of coriander
leaves is now priced at T25-

he price of several
Tvegetables has in-
creased drastically

over the past month in the
city and this surge has
gone beyond staple vegeta-
bles such as tomatoes, bit-
ing into the monthly bud-
get of the consumers.
Beans is one of the most
expensive vegetables, with
1 kg being sold for %140 in
the Koyambedu Wholesale
Market Complex on Satur-
day. The cost of beans had
touched a record high of
%250/kg in May, and the
price is now witnessing a
sharp uptick for the past 10
days, after a temporary
dip. Wholesalers noted
that the severe heatwave
that was followed by un-
seasonal rain in various
producing States, caused
the cost of vegetables to

Sharp surge

The Koyambedu Wholesale Market Complex received nearly
480 truckloads of vegetables on Saturday compared to its daily

supply of 550 truckloads

PRICE OF VEGETABLES PER KILOGRAM AS ON SATURDAY

Vegetable m Maximum
Beans %120 3140
Tomato 40 368
Onion 24 336
Broad beans 750 %100
Bitter gourd 30 370
Chayote 35 340

rise. The city received only
one-third of its usual sup-
ply of beans from Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka,
apart from Udhagamanda-
lam, on Saturday. Traders
recalled that the price of
the vegetable had pre-
viously soared to ¥200/kg
in 2020.

P. Sukumar, treasurer,
Koyambedu Vegetables,

Fruits, and Flowers Mer-
chants Association, said
besides adverse weather
conditions and supply-de-
mand mismatch over the
past month, the peak de-
mand for the wedding sea-
son has also pushed up the
prices of vegetables. Most
of them are priced above
40/kg in the wholesale
market this month.

T30 in the wholesale mar-
ket. Tomato costs are also
steadily on the rise and
priced up to I68/kg de-
pending on their variety.
“The average price of to-
matoes is volatile and dips
whenever there are more
lorry loads. A few vegeta-
bles such as carrot, bee-
troot, and brinjal are
priced relatively lower in
the wholesale market,” he
added.

Traders wanted better
cold storage facilities to
curb spiralling prices whe-
never there is a dip in sup-
ply. They expect the prices
to stabilise in another fort-
night depending on the
monsoon. The retail cost of
some vegetables has dou-
bled in the last few days at
the T. Nagar market, next
to the Mambalam railway
station.

Source: The Hindu, 16 June 2024, page 6
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TN may allow culling of wild boars to save crops

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @cChennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
may soon allow ‘selective’ cull-
ing of wild boars that are ven-
turing out of forest areas and
damaging crops. At a meeting
of the Farmers Conflict Resolu-
tion Committee held on Friday
it was largely agreed that wild
boars that are troubling farm-
ers beyond 5 km from the forest
boundary can be shot down.
Official sources told TNIE

that keeping ecological and
predator-prey balance in mind,
wild boars will not be disturbed
within 0-1 km or 0-3 km from
forest boundary. Though farm-
er representatives in the com-
mittee were insisting on elimi-
nating wild boars beyond 1 km,
forest officials and scientists
were against it.

A final decision will be taken
by Chief Wildlife Warden Srini-
vas R Reddy who will issue or-
ders under Wildlife (Protection)

Act, 1972, after holding consul-
tation with the state govern-
ment. Sources said the culling
will be selective and executed
by the forest department. Local-
level committees consisting of
foresters, VAO, panchayat head,
and a farmer representative
will be formed to assess the
wild boar population. Factors
such as carrying capacity of
the area will be also considered
by the panel before recommend-
ing the number of animals that

could be culled, unlike Kerala
where mass culling was carried
out. It is estimated that over
4,000 wild boars were culled so
far in the neighbouring state.

Officials feel such mass cull-
ing was not needed in TN as
that would have an adverse im-
pact on ecological balance. The
state government had made an
announcement in the agricul-
ture budget 2023-24 that it would
find a solution to the man-ani-
mal conflict.

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 June 2024, page 5

Farmers unhappy with 5% paddy
MSP hike, want incentive from govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Tiruchy/Madurai

THE central government’s an-
nouncement to raise the mini-
mum support price (MSP) for
paddy (common variety) from
Z2,183/quintal to 22,300 has met
with mixed response, as majority
of thefarmers are unhappy with
the increment of ¥117 or 5% com-
pared to last year. Imploring the
government to consider raising
the MSP to ¥3,200/quintal, farm-
ers’ associations have argued
that the raise fails to cover the
ever-increasing input costs.
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw re-
leased the updated MSPs in view
of the kharif marketing season
2024-25, during the cabinet meet-
ing on Thursday. While the MSP

for common variety paddy was
raised to ¥2,300/quintal, that of
fine variety was updated to
32,320/quintal.

Tamil Nadu Farmers Associa-
tion general secretary PS Masila-
mani, highlighted that the in-
put cost for paddy
cultivation rises annual-
ly by 30%. Calling the
updated raise of 5%
meagre and a deception
tofarmers, hesaid, “The
union government must
reconsider its announce-
ment and raise the MSP t033,200/
quintal.”

Masilamani also raised con-
cerns around Vaishnaw’s state-
ment that the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) has stocked ap-
proximately 5.34 crore tonnes of
rice, four times more than the

previous years, which “raises
doubts whether the centre is in-
directly limiting farmers from
selling their produce to the
government.”
Lashing out at the DMK gov-
ernment for allegedly failing to
fulfil its poll promise of
raising MSP to ¥2,500/
quintal, Bharatiya Kisan
Sangam state spokesper-
son N Veerasekaran
claimed that neighbour-
ing states are providing
MSP between %3,000 and
73,200/ quintal. “It has been three
years since the DMK promised to
raise the MSP to Z2,500/quintal
during the 2021 assembly polls.
The Tamil Nadu government
should announce Z180/quintal as
incentive to meet their promise,”
he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 June 2024, page 2

TEN Vol. | Issue 2 June 2024



NRCD approves X934 crore for
first phase of ‘Nadanthai Vaazhi
Cauvery’ project, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The National River Conser-
vation Directorate (NRCD),
a wing of the Union Minis-
try of Jal Shakti, has ap-
proved ¥934.3 crore for the
first phase of the ‘Nadan-
thai Vaazhi Cauvery’, a pro-
ject proposed by the Tamil
Nadu government for the
conservation and rejuvena-
tion of Cauvery river.

This was stated by Water
Resources Minister Durai-
murugan in the Assembly
on Friday, while initiating
the debate on the demand
for grants for his depart-
ment. The Union and State
governments would share
the project cost as T560.58
crore and ¥373.72 crore res-
pectively on a 60:40 basis.

The components of the
project include sewage

The Union and State
governments would

share the project
cost as ¥560.58 crore
and ¥373.72 crore

respectively

management at ¥577. 151
crore, riverfront develop-
ment activities at ¥176.98
crore, river surface clean-
ing at 327 crore, solid waste
management at 3I30.89
crore and people participa-
tion and awareness crea-
tion at 6 crore.

Among the other items
would be rehabilitation
and resettlement for the
high-risk area, flood-prone
zone and intervention re-
quired area along with real-
time monitoring system to
ensure  water  quality
(¥27.58 crore), a museum at
Grand Anicut (Kallanai) at

%36.7 crore and biodiversi-
ty at ¥52 crore.

In the first phase, the
project would cover the riv-
er from downstream of the
Mettur dam up to Tiruchi
and in the second, the re-
maining part of the river
from Tiruchi to Poompu-
har, the river’s confluence
point with the sea.

The State’s component
of the project cost -¥ 373.72
crore apart from 3377.979
for maintenance and reha-
bilitation works - is under
consideration of the State
government, the Minister
observed. In 2019, the
AIADMK government sub-
mitted a preliminary pro-
ject report to the Union Mi-
nistry of Jal Shakti, seeking
approval and funds for the
‘Nadanthai Vaazhi Cauv-
ery’ scheme at a cost of
11,250 crore.

Source: The Hindu, 22 June 2024, page 5
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

INDUSTRIES Minister TRB
Rajaa on Friday told the As-
sembly that the state govern-
ment will soon come out with a
Space Tech Industrial Policy to
bolster Tamil Nadu'’s position
in the global space arena. The
announcement comes weeks
after the Indian Space Research
Organisation’s proposal to es-
tablish its second space-
port at Kulasekarapat-
tinam in Thoothukudi.
Tamil Nadu Industrial
Development Corpora-
tion (Tidco) is also devel-
oping a Space Park near
Kulasekarapattinam to
serve as a hub for re-

Industry and Infrastructure

State plans 8 new multi-acre Sipcot
parks, Space Tech Industrial Policy

CMVISITINGUS IN AUG
TO WOO INVESTORS

To attract investments, Chief
Minister M K Stalin will be leading
a delegation to the US in August,
Industries Minister TRB Rajaa said
on Friday. Investment deals worth
T7.442 crore were signed in past
two years after the CM visited
UAE, Japan & Singapore. During
the CM’s visit to Spain earlier this

year, the state had inked MoUs
worth 3,440 crore

search and development

and to promote industrial
collaboration.

The minister also an-

nounced the setting

up of eight new Sip-

cot (State Industries Promotion
Corporation of Tamil Nadu)
parks with focus on central
Tamil Nadu to generate more
jobs for the youth. As per the
proposal, a 1,500-acre park will
be established in Gummidi-
poondi and Tiruvallur; 1,000-
acre park at Ottapidaram in
Thoothukudi district; 175-acre
park at Udayarpalayam in Ari-
yalur district; 150-acre park at
Tiruverumbur in Tiruchy dis-
trict; 150-acre park at Mannar-
oudi and Koothanallur in Tiru-
varur; 750-acre park at
Sriperumbudur in Kancheep-
uram district; 200-acre park on
Outer Ring Road near Chennai;
and 100-acre park at Kunnam
in Perambalur district. P7

(Above & Below) Source: The New Indian Express, 29 June 2024, page | & 7

TN plans toy manufacture policy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SIPCOT will also undertake land ac-
quisition for tourism development un-
der public-private partnership model.
The minister also announced that the
state will come out with a Circular
Economy Investment Promotion Pol-
icy to reduce waste and encourage
sustainable growth. The state is also
planning to come out with a Toy Man-
ufacturing Policy besides publishing
a roadmap for ‘Creative Economy’.
The minister also announced that
Coimbatore will get a regional office

of Guidance Tamil Nadu while a desk
of Guidance TN will be established in
the Japanese capital of ToKkyo.

Sipcot is also likely to set up a Prod-
uct Display Centre at Irungattukottai
besides building sports grounds with-
in industrial parks at Gummidipoon-
di, Mambakkam and Thoothukudi. It
will also establish joint venture indus-
trial parks with private
participation.

The minister also said Tamil Nadu
Industrial Investment Corporation
will disburse loans worth 2,100 crore
to MSMESs via bill financing.
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CHENNAI

04

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennal

TAMIL Nadu has secured third
rank in installation of wind
power plants in 202324 after
Gujarat and Karnataka. On
Global Wind Energy Day ob-
served on June 15, Tangedco
chairman and managing direc-
tor Rajesh Lakhoni received an
award on behalf of the power
utility from the union govern-
ment In recognition of this
achievement.

Tamil Nadu installed wind
mills with a combined capacity
of 586 MW in 2023-24 whereas
Gujarat installed mills with a
total capacity of 1,600 MW and
Karnataka installed mills with
700 MW capacity during the
same period.

A senlor Tangedco officlal
told TNIE, “With higher wind
potential than other states,
Tamil Nadu has established
wind power plants with a com-
bined capacity of 10,603.54 MW
as of March 31. However. the
power utility is facing severe
land scarcity, particularly in
southern and western districts
for wind-mill installation. Land
acquisition often results in
delays.”

TuesoaY 18.06.2024

TN added 586 MW to wind-power
grid last fiscal, ranks third in India

Officials say installation could go up by 30% if wind energy re-powering policy is implemented

Total installed capacity of wind energy

AS OF MARCH 31

*Capacity (In MW)

*Source:

Energy

Officials are hopeful that if
the wind energy re-powering
policy is implemented, it might
be possible to increase the in-

f Rajasthan - 5,195.82 —

Ministry of New
and Renewable

Tamil Nadu-*10,603.54 ——
Karnataka - 6,019.61 ——
| Kerala - 63.50 ————

Andhra Pradesh - 4,090.65
| Telangana- 128.10 ——
Gujarat - 11,722.72 ——
Maharashtra - 5,207.98

stallation capacity by at least
30%. The policy can facilitate
an increase of the height of
turbines’ hub, thereby increas-

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 June 2024, page 4

ing the power generated by the
unit. It may be noted that Gu-
jarat framed guidelines for the
repowering policy last year.

S Jayakumaran, CEO of Vay
ulo Energy in Tirunelvell, told
TNIE, “To improve the renew-
able energy installation in
Tamil Nadu, constructing sepa-
rate corridors for wind and so-
lar is essential, and substations
should be Increased and con-
nected with 400KV 1ines. By do-
1ng so0, more entrepreneurs will
come forward to establish
plants.”

Jayakumaran also urged the
union government to reduce
the time taken for income tax
rebate from four years to two
years.

R Vasudevan, a Palladam-
based wind power generator,
said, “Many old wind turbines
have surpassed their life and
lack the efficiency and technol-
ogy of their counterparts with
higher hub heights of 120-140
m. A wind power unit with old
turbines(30m in height), which
generated nearly 5 lakh units
of electricity every year in the
past, now produces just 75,000
units. When we adopt a repow-
ering policy, the state can gen-
erate more electricity.”

Industries, MSMESs urge new govt
to bring in reforms fostering growth

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

AS Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to form the govern-
ment for the third time, indus-
tries in the state are anticipat-
ing policies aimed at fostering
economic growth, sustainabil-
ity and innovation besides pro-
viding positive reforms in the
Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSMES).

The Madras Chamber of
Commerce and Industry be-
lieves the new government will
work towards ensuring growth
and accelerated development
for India and Tamil Nadu as a
whole.

TR Kesavan, president of
MCCI, said, “The industry
is eagerly anticipating
the new administra-
tion’s policies aimed at
fostering economic
growth, sustainability,
and innovation. We are
optimistic about collabo-
rative efforts that will drive
progress and improve the busi-
ness environment of the coun-
try further.”

CK Mohan, president of
Tamil Nadu Small and Tiny In-
dustries Association, said the

‘Let MSMEs to file GST
returns on menthly basis’

Tamil Nadu Small and Tiny
Industries Assaciation. said
the new dispensation should
allow MSMEs to file their GST
returns on a monthly basis
and remit the GST Payment
on guarterly basis as most of
their buyers from corporates
and PSUs are delaying the
payment. This will help the
MSMEs reduce the financial
burden and remit the GST
after receiving their payment

new dispensation should allow
MSMEs to file their GST
returns on a monthly ba-
sis and remit the GST
Payment on quarterly
basis as most of their
buyers from corporates
and PSUs are delaying
the payment. This will
help the MSMESs reduce the fi-
nancial burden and remit the
GST after receiving their pay-
ment, he said, adding the Un-
ion government should with-
draw the Sarfaesi Act or at
least exempt the units which

have taken loans up to ¥5 crore
loans.

General Secretary of TANS-
TIA, S Vasudevan said, “We are
looking forward to more re-
forms for MSME policy to-
wards ease of doing business.
We also request not to compro-
mise on amendment to Section
43B of the Income Tax Act to
insert a new clause (h) as an
additional measure to address
the challenge of delayed pay-
ments faced by MSMEs in the
country, hindering the flow of
working capital and overall
business growth. We also sug-
gest making the TReDS plat-
form compulsory for all PSUs
and large industries for pay-
ments to MSMEs. By making
this compulsory, the interest
beyond 45 days shall be borne
by the buyer, This will help the
buyers to continue their pur-
chases with MSMEs without
any issue.”

Mohan said any problems
with regard to implementing
this new Income Tax Act43B(h)
has to be discussed and modi-
fled without any change in 45
days payment to SMEs. ie., cap-
ital goods buyers will not come
under the Act.

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 June 2024, page 4
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‘Number of Japanese firms
in south India is increasing’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Indo-Japan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(IiccIl) on Monday hosted a
reception for Takahashi
Muneo, the newly appoint-
ed Consul General of Japan
in Chennai and his wife Ms.
Takahashi.

“I have worked in eight
countries in regions in-
cluding Southeast Asia and
the Middle East. But this
will be my first assignment
in India. T am very much
looking forward to work-
ing in Chennai as the rela-
tionship between Japan
and India continues to de-
velop,” Mr. Muneo said.

“This is an important
year for the Japan-India
Special Strategic Global
Partnership. Building on
the cooperation to date,
we expect to see further
development of bilateral
economic relations in the
economic field,” he said.
The number of Japanese
companies operating in
Chennai and other parts of
southern India is gradually
increasing, and we expect
this trend to continue, Mr.
Muneo added.

“The number of Japa-
nese visas issued is expect-

N. Ravi, Director, Kasturi and Sons Limited, Takahashi Muneo,
Consul General of Japan in Chennai, and other dignitaries at the
reception in Chennai on Monday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

ed to exceed 30,000 this
year, compared to around
600 in 2021, and we can
expect further expansion
of economic and human
exchange between Japan
and south India,” he noted.

Welcoming Mr. Muneo,
N. Kumar, vice-chairman
of the Sanmar Group, and
chairman, IJCCI, noted
that the governments of Ja-
pan and India always had a
great relationship, and it
has grown even more in
the recent years.

In the last few years In-
dia, south India in particu-
lar, has been fortunate to
receive increased Japanese
investments and also a
number of companies
from Japan have come to
the country, he added.

N. Ravi, Director, Kastu-

ri and Sons Limited, said:
“He comes with a stellar re-
cord in the Japanese fo-
reign service. The cultural
ties between India and Ja-
pan date back to the 8"
Century. The second phase
of Indo-Japan relations was
marked by Japanese direct
investments in India and
Japanese aid. This has
further blossomed with
the presence of around
1,500 Japanese companies
and nearly 5,000 business
establishments operating
in India. The two-way
trade between both coun-
tries is over $50 billion,”
and added that Chennai
had a sizeable number of
Japanese firms and a large
Japanese community.

T.P. Imbichammad, pre-
sident, IJCCI, also spoke.

Source: The Hindu, 4 June 2024, page 3

TN’s gold, rare-earth elements exploration projects approved

RN
Our Bureau
Chennai

The National Mineral Ex-
ploration Trust recently ap-
proved exploration projects
submitted by Mineral Ex-
ploration and Consultancy
Ltd (earlier called Mineral
Exploration and Corpora-
tion Ltd) for gold and rare-
earth elements (REE) in
Krishnagiri and Tiruppur
districts. It also approved an
exploration  project for
graphite in the Arasanur East
block submitted by
Kudremukh Iron Ore Com-
pany Ltd.

Tamil Nadu is a mineral-
rich State, and has multiple
mineral resources in many
parts of the State. Revenue

MORE POTENTIAL. New mineral blocks, including gold and
limestone, have been identified for auction in the near future

from mineral resources in-
creased from 3983 crore dur-
ing 2020-21 to ¥1,836 crore
in 2023-24, says the Tamil
Nadu Natural Resources De-
partment Policy Note for
2024-2025.

To enhance revenue, ex-
ploration of new minerals
and deposits is regularly un-
dertaken through agencies
such as Geological Survey of
India, Mineral Exploration
and Consultancy, and

Source: The Times of India, 22 June 2024, page 3

Kudremukh Iron Ore Cor-
poration Ltd. These agencies
have submitted geological
reports on limestone, dunite,
iron ore, graphite, gold, the
platinum group of elements
and molybdenum. District
survey reports have been
prepared in all the districts
and hosted on the district
websites,

10 BLOCKS IDENTIFIED

Mlicit mining and transport-
ation of minerals pose a sig-
nificant challenge, depriving
the State of crucial revenue
and degrading the environ-
ment. To combat this men-
ace, the Government has
taken a series of stern meas-
ures such as deployment of
drone technology, mining
surveillance system and on-
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line mineral management
system, the policy note said.

Ten limestone blocks have
been identified in Ariyalur
and Cuddalore districts for
auctioning of mining leases.
The Department published
NIT on March 4, 2024, in ac-
cordance with Mineral Auc-
tion Rules, 2015, and the
tender is under process. It is
expected that substantial
revenue will be generated
after the successful comple-
tion of the e-auction process.
New mineral blocks of gold
and limestone have been
identified and geological re-
ports have been submitted
by the exploration agencies.
Auction of these blocks will
also be taken up by the De-
partment shortly, the note
said.




Electricity generation capacity rises to 36,671
MW, State is power-surplus, says government

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
on Friday said that power
generation capacity had in-
creased to 36,671 MW from
32,595 MW (the figure be-
fore the DMK came to power
in 2021).

Listing various achieve-
ments of the Electricity De-
partment, a release said that
23,97,957 complaints were
addressed through the Min-

Through Minnagam
Customer Care cell,
23.97,957 complaints
were addressed

nagam Customer Care cell
and 99.82% of the grievanc-
es were resolved.

The release said that
17,785 km of new high ten-
sion lines and 31,705 km of
low tension lines had been
laid, and 54 new substations

with a total capacity of 2,739
MVA and 46 new 33/11 KV
substations had been esta-
blished. The State is power-
surplus, the government
said.

Through an order, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin has pro-
vided 2 lakh free electricity
connections to farmers in
the three years (of the DMK
rule), it added.

The government further
claimed that the record-high
peak power demand of

20,830 MW on May 2 was
met without any hassle. The
solar capacity has increased
to 8,496 MW, it added.

Online portal

The North Chennai Thermal
Power Station-III, inaugurat-
ed by Mr. Stalin in March,
has achieved a generation
capacity of 425 MW, the re-
lease said, highlighting oth-
er initiatives, including crea-
tion of an online portal to
access many services.

Source: The Hindu, | June 2024, page 6

T.N. to purchase 2,500 new distribution
transformers at a cost of X200 crore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Minister for Finance,
Human Resources Man-
agement and Energy,
Thangam Thennarasu, on
Wednesday said that
2,500 new and additional
distribution transformers
with capacities of 25 KVA,
63 KVA, 100 KVA, 200
KVA and 250 KVA will be
purchased at a cost of
3200 crore.

The Minister said that
overhead power lines will
be relaid wunder the
ground in places such as
Thanjavur and Kumbako-
nam where chariot pro-
cessions are held regularly
on auspicious days, to en-
sure the safety of devotees
and provide uninterrupt-
ed electricity.

Speaking at the debate

Thennarasu speaking in the
Assembly on Wednesday.

on the demand for grants
in the Assembly, Mr. Then-
narasu said that a “com-
prehensive energy effi-
ciency drive” will be
carried out for the Tamil
Nadu Housing Board and
the industries and tran-
sport departments, and
green power plants will be
set up to generate up to

2,000 MW through renew-
able energy sources.

Mr. Thennarasu said
that a cloud software will
be created to collate data
on individual households
and apartments within the
Greater Chennai area that
had installed solar panels
on the roof, with the help
of drones.

Hybrid power plants
The government will soon
come up with a policy
document to create hybrid
power plants that com-
bine wind energy and so-
lar power, he said. He ad-
ded that 1 crore will be
spent on buying safety
equipment for Tangedco’s
employees who work on
the ground.

The overhead lines at
farmlands will be fitted
with silicon overhead line

insulation sleeves at a cost
of 325 crore to ensure the
safety of farmers, he said.
High and low voltage pow-
er lines will be insulated at
a cost of 320 crore to re-
duce accidents in forest
areas and prevent power
cuts. In areas frequented
by elephants, a ‘moulded
case circuit breaker’ will
be installed in transform-
ers at a cost 0f 6.50 crore
to avert accidents, the Mi-
nister said.

A skills audit will be un-
dertaken to determine
whether government de-
partments and agencies
were implementing
schemes and achieving
targets, by creating a sepa-
rate department under
the Director-General of
Audit. Those undertaking
the audit will receive train-
ing, he said.

Source: The Hindu, 27 June 2024, page 3
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Highways Dept. to
widen and upgrade
roads, lay ring roads

The project includes roads connecting Avinashi-Mettupalayam,

Erode-Karur, and Ramanathapuram-Melur through Sivaganga

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

inister for Public
M Works, Highways
and Minor Ports

EV. Velu said in the As-
sembly on Tuesday that ov-
er 200 km of the road net-
work will be widened into
four lanes and 550 km into
two lanes under the Chief
Minister’s Road Develop-
ment Programme
(CMRDP).

Initiating the discussion
on the demand for grants
for his department, he said
the project included roads
connecting Avinashi and
Mettupalayam, Erode and
Karur, and Ramanathapu-
ram and Melur through Si-
vaganga.

At a cost of ¥321 crore,
the Highways Department
would lay ring roads, by-
passing towns such as Ten-
kasi, Arcot, Tirunelveli,
and Bodinayakanur, and
connecting the Rajapa-
layam new bus stand and
Government Hospital.

Further, the Minister an-
nounced that the depart-
ment would upgrade 600
km of panchayat roads and
panchayat union roads as

N\

EM Velu

other district roads at a
cost of T680 crore.

Foot overbridges with
escalators would be con-
structed near the Vela-
chery railway station and
at Koyambedu. To con-
serve the Pallikaranai
marsh, a detailed project
report would be prepared
for constructing an over-
bridge connecting Ka-
makshi Hospital and Tho-
raipakkam. Further, his
department was in talks
with the Union govern-
ment on the proposal to
build a road overbridge
connecting Tambaram and
Chengalpattu for 27 km.

To alleviate the problem
of rainwater flowing over
the causeways hindering
the free flow of traffic

across channels and rivers,
the Highways Department
would convert 50 cause-
ways into overbridges un-
der the Chief Minister’s All
Season Uninterrupted
Connectivity Scheme at a
cost of 200 crore. In the
last three financial years,
nearly 795 causeways had
been converted into over-
bridges, he said.

To reduce fatal road ac-
cidents, the department
would focus on identifying
black spots and improve
road junctions at a cost of
%300 crore.

The department would
prepare a detailed project
report for connecting Ma-
nalmedu in Mayiladuthurai
district with Sethiyathope
in Cuddalore district. It
would also take steps to
plant tree saplings on eith-
er side of the highways.

Mr. Velu added that the
Public Works Department
would renovate Kamarajar
Memorial House at T. Na-
gar at a cost of ¥2.6 crore,
the Madras Literary Socie-
ty building on the DPI cam-
pus at a cost of ¥6.19 crore,
and Raja Desingh and Ra-
nibhai Memorial at a cost
of 2.5 crore.

Source: The Hindu, 26 June 2024, page 6
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Employment

75K govt vacancies will be filled in 18 months: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Ch_ennai )

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Tuesday announced that over
75,000 vacancies in various gov-
ernment departments will be
filled by January 2026.
Making a statement under
Rule 110 in the Assembly, the
CM said that over the next 18
months, 17,595 vacancies will
be filled through the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commis-
sion and 19,260 teacher vacan-
cies will be filled through the
Tamil Nadu Teachers Recruit-
ment Board. Similarly, 3,041

posts would be filled through
the Medical Services Recruit-
ment Board and 6,688 posts
through the Tamil Nadu Uni-
formed Services Recruitment
Board. About 30,219 vacancies
in the social welfare and mu-
nicipal administration and wa-
ter supply departments will
also be filled within that peri-
od, the CM said.

Stating that the Tamil Nadu
government has been imple-
menting several schemes for
creating employment opportu-
nities through skill develop-
ment training and by provid-
ing quality school education

(Above & Below) Source: The New Indian Express, 26 June 2024, page | & 7

EXPRESS READ

Govt provided jobs to
5.08LyouthinTN:CM

Continued from pagel: Lakhs of
employment opportunities have
been created also through the
global investors meet, CM Stalin
said. According to the data of the
union labour and employment
ministry, as many as 77.79 lakh
got job and provident fund

accounts have also been created
for them, Stalin said. Through the
Naan Mudhalvan Scheme,
3,06,459 youths have been placed
in private sector jobs. Apart from
these, through special job fairs
conducted by the labour welfare
department, 2,01,596 youths
have got jobs in the private sector,
he said. In total, 5.08 lakh youth
got jobs through various
initiatives, Stalin added. ENS

b

R

| -
Chief Minister MK Stalin making a
statement in the Assembly | express

and higher education, the CM
said, “Through education, we
have been developing an intel-
lectual economy. Schemes like

17,595 CANDIDATES WILL
BE RECRUITED VIA TNPSC

By January 2026, 17,595 vacancies
would be filled through TNPSC
and 19,260 through TRB. While
Medical Services Recruitment
Board will recruit 3,041
candidates, Tamil Nadu
Uniformed Services Recruitment
Board will conduct tests to recruit
6,688 candidates for various
posts, the CM told the Assembly

‘Pudhumaipen and Thamizh
Pudalvan’ have been devised
not aiming at the next election
but at the next generation.”
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Stalin said after the DMK
government assumed office in
2021, as many as 32,774 persons
have been appointed to various
positions in state government
departments through recruit-
ing agencies.

In local bodies and in public
sector undertakings, 32.709
people have been appointed to
various positions. In all, 65,483
youths have joined government
service over the past three
years. The CM also said a large
number of employment oppor-
tunities have been created in
industries and MSME sectors.

CONTINUEDONP7



TN launches women’s
job scheme of T1.2K cr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

MINISTER for Sports Develap-
ment and Youth Welfare Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin, who also
holds the special programme
implementation portfolio, on
Thursday said a new scheme to
promote women's employment
called Tamil Nadu
Women Employment
and Protection Scheme
with several sub-com-
ponents will be imple-
mented at a cost of
71.185 crore for five
years between 2024 and
2029. The allocation for

Highlighting that women's
contribution is vital for Tamil
Nadu to become a trillion-dol-
lar economy by 2030, the minis-
ter said the scheme, which is
aimed at identifying the talents
of women at the district level,
will be launched in eight dis-
tricts in the first phase.

A Talent Assessment
Platform will be creat-
ed to enable girls who
are studying in Class 8
t0 12 to identify careers
suitable for them
through psychometric
tests. An ‘Early-
preneruship’ pro-

the scheme for 2024-25 Udhayanidhi Stalin - gramme will also be

will be 168 crore.

Replying to the discussion on
demands for grants of his de-
partments, Udhavanidhi an-
nounced several new schemes,
including those aimed at turn-
ing women into entrepreneurs,
helping graduate youth im-
prove job skills, and psycho-
metric tests for identifying
children’s talents at the school
level.

included in the school
curriculum to inculcate the
zeal of entrepreneurship in
children, he said. The minister
said an information bank for
women would be created where
details about skill development,
entrepreneurship, psychologi-
cal counselling, employment
opportunities, and safety as-
pects for women at workplaces
will be made available. P7

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 June 2024, page 6

that give formal
jobs to women

TiMmes NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
islooking to promote indus-
tries that will help bring

‘women from informal to for-

mal employment, such as
non-leather footwear and
electronics manufacturing,
said Pooja Kulkarni, CEO,
Tamil Nadu Infrastructure
Development Board.

In a panel discussion on
the Tamil Nadu State Policy
for Women 2024 (released
earlier this year) by Women
Business Council of the
MCCI, Kulkarni said the
state's industrial diversifi-
cation towards non-tradi-
tional or new sectors coinci-
deswithitsfocusonincreas-
ing participation of women
in the formal workforce.

“Non-leather footwear
(investors)prefertobeinru-
ral areas because women
are better at picking up
those skills and each of
those units can employ

10,000 to 15,000 women,” she
K 7‘; r.';':.- ;-

said.

“We'rebringing in inter-
national investors to our ru-
ral hinterland and giving
women employees exposure
to an international work ex-
perience to take them away
from agriculture and non-
paid work towards formal

and promoting micro enter-

employment with social se-
curity and health,” she said.

Currently women’s par-
ticipation in the labour

-forcein TN ishigherinrural

areas at 35% compared to
23% to 25% in urban areas.
Nationally nearly half the
women who work in facto-
riesareinTN.

, AsIndia’ssecond largest
state economy, the next leap
of growth in the state will
come from “significantly
higher participation of
women in the economic de-
velopment of TN,” said Kul-
karni.

Women are 50% of the
population but 25% of them
are rural and 10% are from
vulnerable families in ur-
ban areas. “These are seg-
ments that need to be ad-
dressed first in the policy,”
shesaid. i

Meanwhile, the Women
Development Corporation
is looking at farm and non-
farm sectors for skilling.
..I‘n >

prises on farm-based prod-
ucts by offering access to
formal credit, marketing
support, networking sup-
port, training them in pack-
aging and labelling,” said
Kulkarni.
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Govt ordered to classify trans persons
under spl category for jobs,education

HC asks home secy to prescribe lower cut-off marks, age relaxation

R SIVAKUMAR @ Chennal

ASSERTING that denial to con-
sider trans perons under a spe-
cial category is against the or-
ders of the Supreme Court, the
Madras High Court has ordered
the Tamil Nadu government to
treat trans persons under a sepa-
rate category while considering
them for public employment
and educational opportunities.

“The second respondent
(Home Secretary) is directed to
treat the trans persons under
special category and not to treat
them under female or male cat-
egory in all education and em-
ployment avenues,” Justice Bha-
vani Subbaroyan said in an
order passed on Wednesday.

The courtalso asked the Home
Secretary to direct all the re-
cruiting agencies to specify
transgender as a special catego-
ry and prescribe separate and
lower cut-off marks, age relaxa-
tion and other norms as done for
other categories like caste-based
ones.

The order was passed on a pe-
tition filed by a trans person, R
Anushree, seeking orders to the
Tamil Nadu Public Service Com-
mission (TNPSC) to consider
her application under a special
category of transgenders for re-
cruitment to the posts falling
under the Combined Civil Serv-
ices Group-II A as per a notifica-
tion of 2017.

The petitioner stated that
though she scored 121.5 marks
in the exam, she was not called

(Above) Source: The New Indian -
Express, 14 June 2024, page 2

The order was passed on a petition filed by R Anushree | express

for certificate verification asshe
was treated as an SC (woman),
for whom the cut-off mark was
higher than her score.

The TNPSC submitted that
she could not be considered wm-
der a special category asshe has
marked SC and trans persons in
separate columns for caste and
gender in the application.

However, Justice Bhavani
Subbaroyan ordered TNPSC to
consider her for recruitment by
allowing her to submit her cer-
tificates for verification for the
ongoing recruitment process to
Combined Civil Services Group-
11 A as per a 2022 notification, by
placing her in the special catego-
ry and giving her preference.
She observed that if there wasa
special reservation, as directed
by the Supreme Court, the peti-
tioner would have found a way
tolead alife the same as any oth-

er citizen of this country. “The
denial to consider the petitioner
under a special category is
against the direction issued by
the Supreme Court and there
cannot be any reason for not do-
ing so,” she said.

The judge commented that
every denial of opportunity toa
trans person, that too when
there is only a minimal number
of educationally qualified,
would pull back the community
tolead an ‘abnormal’ life. It is for
the government to improve their
quality of life by providing suf-
ficient opportunities in educa-
tion and employment, the judge
said. The judge further stated if
the trans persons are catego-
rised only according to their
caste, it would be detrimental to
their development. They are to
be treated as a special category,
she added.

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Upskilling, reskil-
ling workers and continuous
need for adapting skilling
programs is necessary to en-
sure the relevance of their
talent in a rapidly-changing
market, a senior state go-
vernment official said on
Friday. ?
Speaking at a conference
on ‘Emerging Technologies’
organised by CII, Innocent
Divya, managing director of
Tamil Nadu Skill Develop-
ment Corporation (TNSDC)
said skilling is crucial to me-
etthe evolving needs and cal-
led for greater collaboration
between industries and
other stakeholders like aca-
demia and government
agencies. She said there is a
mismatch between gradua-
tes’ skills and industry requ-

(Below) Source: The Times of
India, 8 June 2024, page |7

WHO'S WHO: Innocent Divya,
MD of TNSDC with Srivats Ram,
chairman, Cli Tamil Nadu,

Dr Shankar Venugopal, vice
president, Mahindra & Mahindra

irements adding that skil-
ling programs introduced by
the Tamil Nadu government
integrate industry-relevant
skillsintoacademiccurricu-
lums. These topics cover a
broad range of disciplines
and institutions,shesaid,ac-
cordingtoarelease.

“The Naan Mudhalvan
program for instance, brid-
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Continuous adaptation of curriculum crucial
for fast-evolvmg industries: TN govt official

ges this gap by incorpora-
ting structured courses into
college curriculums, offe-
ring credits for skills that
align with industry needs.
Qur goal is to create a seam-
less pipeline of skilled man-
power tailored to industry
needs,” said Divya.

Srivats Ram, chairman
of CII Tamil Naduand mana-
ging director of Wheels In-
dia said the automotive in-
dustry’s value chain’s signi-
ficant contributions come
from software rather than
just mechanical and electri-
cal components. “Unlike 15
years ago, when vehicle ma-
nufacturers  collaborated
mainly with key suppliers,
today’s model involves a bro-
ader value chain that inclu-
des software companies,
electronics firms, and star-
tups,” hesaid.



New skill centres at six govt colleges

BINITA JAISWAL @Chennai

THE higher education depart-
ment is set to establish World
Skill Academy and Smart Man-
ufacturing Centres in govern-
ment polytechnic colleges, to
offer students training to im-
prove skKills in electrical instal-
lation, industrial controls, in-
dustrial automation and
building automation.

During phase I, six such cen-
tres will be set up in colleges in

TAHDCO relaunches

IATA certification

training programme

Chennai, Coimbatore, Dhar-
mapuri, Mayiladuthurai,
Tiruchirappalli and
Thoothukudi, in collaboration
with Schneider Electric India
Limited. Tamil Nadu Skill De-
velopment Corporation will of-
fer 10 crore assistance for the
project. “The need today is for
skill-based talents that bridge
the industry-academia gap.
These centres will nurture stu-
dents’ skills and will make
them highly competent,” said

an official.

To keep students abreast of
technological developments,
the department will set up sim-
ilar centres in other colleges as
well. Officials said that govern-
ment polytechnic colleges will
be upgraded at 3,014 crore to
Industry 4.0 standards in col-
laboration with industry part-
ners. The syllabi are being re-
vised with inputs from
Guidance Tamil Nadu and var-
ious industries.

(Above) Source: The New Indian

Express, 28 June 2024, page 2

2024, page 4

for SC, ST graduates

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Adi Dravi-
dar Housing and Develop-
ment Corporation (TAHD-
CO) has relaunched the
International Air Tran-
sport Association (IATA)
certification training pro-
gramme for graduates
from Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe commun-
ities to help them get job
opportunities in domestic
and international airlines.

According to official
sources, TAHDCO
launched the programme a
decade ago to train SC and
ST graduates in a founda-
tional course for clearing
the certification test of IA-
TA, an international asso-
ciation of airlines, located
in Canada. The initiative
was shelved after two years
for various reasons.

“Considering the objec-
tive of this initiative and in-
ternational recognition for
IATA certificates which
would open up job oppor-
tunities for graduates
worldwide, we decided to
modify and relaunch this
scheme, starting this year.
‘We have roped in M. Veera-
babu, a trainer, who was a
beneficiary of this initiative
in the first batch,” said K.S.
Kandasamy, Managing Di-
rector, TAHDCO.

Mr. Veerababu said that
over 350 graduates had ap-
plied for the programme
after TAHDCO decided to
relaunch it this year
Among them, 25 girls and
30 boys were shortlisted af-

e

Considering the objective
of this initiative and
international recognition
for IATA certificates
which would open up job
opportunities for
graduates worldwide, we
decided to modify and
relaunch this scheme

K.S. KANDASAMY,
Managing Director, TAHDCO

ter an interview. They
would be trained in cours-
es such as Introduction to
Air  Cargo, Dangerous
Goods Regulations, Pas-
senger Ground Services,
Reservation and Ticketing,
and Foundation in Travel
and Tourism.

After completing the
training programme, the
candidates must clear the
TATA certification test.

The entire programme,
including the registration
fee for the IATA test, book
fee, and food and accom-
modation charges, would
be funded by TAHDCO, at a
cost of T1.25 lakh for each
student, said Mr. Kandasa-
my. He added that TAHD-
CO had earmarked 10% of
its total budget for con-
ducting training  pro-
grammes for students and
graduates from SC and ST
communities. He said that
32.5 crore had been allo-
cated for the IATA training
programme, which would
be expanded by training
more graduates in batches.

(Left) Source: The Hindu, 24 June
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1,000 women and transpersons to get
1 lakh subsidy to buy autorickshaws

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Labour Wel-
fare and Skill Development
CV. Ganesan on Friday
said that the Tamil Nadu
government would pro-
vide %1 lakh in subsidy for
buying new autorickshaws
to 1,000 women and tran-
spersons who have regis-
tered themselves with the
Tamil Nadu Drivers and
Automobile Workshop
Workers Welfare Board.
During the discussion
on the demand for grants

O/  cHennal

Programmes on

safe handling of
explosive substances
will be conducted
for workers

of firecracker

manufacturing units

to the Labour and Skill De-
velopment Department,
he said that the subsidy
would help women and
transpersons improve
their livelihood.

He said that the depart-
ment would conduct pro-

grammes on safety proto-
cols and safe handling of
explosive substances for
workers of firecracker ma-
nufacturing units in Virud-
hunagar and eight other
districts.

The other announce-
ments made by the Minis-
ter include the installation
of smart televisions in
classrooms at 32 govern-
ment Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs); construc-
tion of libraries with inter-
net facility at government
ITI hostels; short-term
skills training in emerging

Source: The Hindu, 22 June 2024, page 6

technologies for students
of private ITIs; and esta-
blishment of skill develop-
ment training centres for
those employed in micro,
small and medium
enterprises.

According to the policy
note of the Labour Depart-
ment, the Employees’
State Insurance Corpora-
tion is working on the
modified concept plan for
the reconstruction of the
200-bed ESI Hospital in
Madurai to provide better
services to insured persons
and their families.

wennesoaY 12,06, 2024

Child labour: Legislation sought to
recognise all under 18 as children

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

On World Day Against Child La-
bour, Tamil Nadu Child Rights
Watch (TNCRW) and Campaign
against Child Labour - Tamil
Nadu (CACL-TN) have appealed
to the union government to en-
act legislative reforms, ensur-
ing that all individuals under
the age of 18 are uniformly rec-
ognised as children across all
laws to prevent their employ-
ment as labourers.

Activists have called for the
repeal of the Child and Adoles-
cent Labour Act 1986 and its
amendments, including the 2016
Amendment Act. “The Act and
its amendments permit chil-
dren to be employed in family
enterprises and certain forms
of work, and differentiate be-
tween children and adolescents,
thus allowing adolescent la-
bour: However, the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) clearly defines every
person under 18 as a child,”
their statement said.

They urged the government
to enact comprehensive legisla-
tion that criminalises all forms
of child labour up to 18 years of
age and includes a holistic re-
integration plan from the vie-
tim’s perspective, aiming to re-

integrate every child into
academic or vocational learn-
ing. The activists noted that
CACL, in consultation with var-
ious stakeholders, has already
drafted an alternative law - The
Child Labour System (Aboli-
tion, Prevention, and Rehabili-
tation) Bill - which was submit-
ted in Parliament in 2017 and
should be considered.

“While Indian government
has acceded to the UNCRC, ac-
knowledging every person un-
der 18 as a child, a constitution-
al amendment is necessary to
implement this uniformly, as
different laws currently have
varying criteria. For example,
the Right to Education Act con-
siders children as persons only
up to the age of 14 years. Fol-
lowing a constitutional amend-
ment, all related laws should be
revised for consistency,” said A
Devaneyan of TNCRW.

Additionally, they called for
adequate financial and human
resources to meet the sustaina-
ble development goals target of
ending all forms of child labour
by 2025. They have written to
MPs from Tamil Nadu, urging
them to highlight these issues
in Parliament. They plan to
meet MPs in person to discuss
the cause until July 30.

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 June 2024, page 7

Anna univ allowed
to deposit 30% of
PF dues to tribunal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal

A division bench of Madras High Court con-
sisting of Justices J Nisha Banuand P Dhana-
bal on Tuesday allowed the Anna University
to deposit ¥73.23 lakh, which is 30% of the
provident fund dues it owed to the employees,
into the account of the Central Government
Industrial Tribunal as a prerequisite for the
tribunal to hear its appeal against an order of
the regional provident fund commissioner.

The university was directed to deposit the
amount in three instalments between July 11
and September 11.

The direction was given on an appeal filed
by the university against an order of a single
judge regarding the payment of provident
fund dues to the employees.

The regional provident fund commissioner
of Coimbatore had directed the university ad-
ministration to pay the provident fund dues of
¥2.44 crore to its employees.

When it approached the Central Govern-
ment Industrial Tribunal , it had directed the
university to deposit 45% of dues as a precon-
dition for hearing the appeal. Subsequently,
the university moved the High Court challeng-
ing this order:
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Education and Health

3¥58-crore hi-tech labs will come up in govt schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

SCHOOL Education Minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi said
hi-tech laboratories, at an esti-
mate of ¥58 crore, will be estab-
lished In a phased manner in
government high and higher
secondary schools. He also an-
nounced initiatives to equip
schools with latest information
technology facilities, while
speaking on the demand for
grants discussion of school edu-
cation department on Monday.

During phase I, the initiatives
will focus on schools with a
strength of over 1,000 students.
Hi-tech laboratories are to be set
up in aided schools at T42 crore,
he said, adding the syllabus for
classes 6 till 9 will include basics
on AL For students from classes
9 to 12, a robotics laboratory in
each district will be established
at¥15.43 crore.

To develop leadership skills in
students and strengthen politi-
cal knowledge, model parliament
and assembly programmes will
be introduced in schools. The
students will be grouped in four
— Kurinji, Mullai, Murutham
and Neithal — and will select
their representatives, he said,
adding the students will also be
educated on climate change and
environmental protection.

X6
crore

ayear towards }
higher edu 1
cost of
students who
join premier b
institutions g

*Thoothukudi

In collaboration !
with state depart-
ments like prohibition,
soclal welfare and health, and
higher education, training will
be offered to students and teach-
ers to spread awareness against
drug abuse, he said.

Agal VilakKku, a new scheme

In collaboration with @

state departments,
training will be offered to
school students

under which committees com-
prising female teachers, will be
formed to assist girls from class-
es 9 to 12 in tackling mental,
physical and societal problems.
For students with visual disa-
bilities, a multi-sensory park,
oneeach in every district, will be
established at ¥3.8 crore. A new

and their
teachers to
spread
announcements awareness
against drug
Bharat scouts and guides abuse
diamoend jubilee national
jamboree to be held at Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi
X10 crore  ~ YA
=SC EET tobe New building for Awards for
Ttumed into *Thoothukudi district | readers who
gf:gl”;r"ggsi:f library at maintain
5 d
— Tiruchy, X6 crore anm™
Madurai, e
Erode, Children science park at \
- Pudukkottai,  AnnaCentenary Library at
s @ ~ Salem and
- - Tirunelveli %80 Iakh

library software to be deployed
at district libraries, with acces-
sibility features for visually-im-
paired students, will be built at
T1.75 crore, he said. Kalai Thiru-
vizha (art and culture festival),
which is being held for classes 6
to 12, will now be extended to
classes 1t0 5, he added.

(Right) Source: The New Indian
Express, 6 June 2024, page 2

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 June 2024, page 4
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Anna University
enters global top
400 forfirst time

Varsity jumped from 427thrank last year to
383rd, placing 10th among Indian institutions

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennai

ANNA University has been
ranked among the top 10 uni-
versities in the country and the
400 best universities globally,
by the London-based higher
education analyst, Quacquarel-
1i Symonds (QS).

In the QS World University
Rankings 2025, published on
‘Wednesday, Anna University is
the only Tamil Nadu university
to have featured in the list. The
varsity had placed 427th last
year, and has climbed to 383rd
position. It placed 10th among
Indian universities.

Apart from IITs and the In-
dian Institute of Science (IISc),
DelhiUniversity and Anna Uni-
versity are the two new en-
trants from India this year in
the top 400 list of the QS rank-
ing. However, what makes the
ranking more significant for
the state university is that it is
the only university in the coun-
try toland a perfect score of 100
points in the ‘Citations per Fac-
ulty’ parameter. The varsity is
followed closely by IISc (99.9)
and IIT Guwahati (97.6).

“This achievement means a
lot to us. We have many autono-
mous research centres working
in various sectors like climate
change, energy, ocean manage-
ment, water resources and
crystal growth. These centres
are doing impactful work for
the society’s benefit and the ci-
tations made by the faculty
have really helped us in im-
proving our performance this

year,” said R Velraj, vice chan-
cellor of Anna University “Our
aim is to be in the top 200 uni-
versities globally in the next
four years and we are working
towards it,” he added.

Globally, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)
retained its title as the world’s
best institute for the 13th con-
secutive year. Overall, 61% of
Indian universities have im-
proved their rankings, with IIT
Bombay taking the top spot.

Apart from Anna University,
other higher educational insti-
tutes from the state have also
improved their performance
this year. [IT Madras has made
an impressive leap from the
285th rank to 227th. NIT Trichy
has jumped from the 781-790
band to the 701-710. Vellore In-
stitute of Technology has also
climbed up from the 851-900
bracket to the 791-800 bracket.
Notably, the University of Ma-
dras was ranked 526th in the
QS World Universi ankings
2024, however, the varsity has
not made the list this year.
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State’s power
demand falls
due to arrival
of monsoon

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennal

POWER demand in Tamil Nadu
has been on a downward trend
with the arrival of southwest
monsoon and the resultant in-
termittent showers.

According to sources from the
Tamil Nadu Generation and Dis-
tribution Corporation (Tanged-
c0), this trend is expected to con-
tinue until the end of June.

Data from Tangedco’s state
load dispatch centre, accessed
by TNIE, shows that the morn-
ing peak power demand at 7.40
am on Wednesday was 15,671
MW, compared to 20,830MW on
May 2. A decrease of 5,149 MW
in just 33 days.

A senior Tangedco official
told TNIE, “The power utility
has 3.5 crore consumers, includ-
ing domestic, commercial, agri-
cultural and industrial users.
During the summer months of
March to May, power demand
and consumption reached a
peak. TN's power demand
crossed the 20,000 MW mark for
the first time this summer.”

Currently, the power demand
for agriculture has decreased in
the delta districts as many farm-
ers are skipping cultivation this
season due to alack of water in
major dams. Typically, the pow-
erload isreduced by 50% during
monsoon, the official added.

Highlighting the power de-
mand in northern TN, another
official mentioned, “Chennai’s
demand remains high as the
temperature has not dropped
substantially. Currently, the
city’s power consumption is be-
tween 90 to 100 million units
(MUs) dueto its large population
and growing commercial
establishments.”
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‘PG degree through one-year course is
valid for appointment to govt services’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

HOLDING that a degree from
a one-year postgraduate
course is equivalent to that
from a two-year PG course
and that it is valid under the
10+2+3+1 scheme of educa-
tion, the Madras High Court
has ordered the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission
(TNPSC) to appoint a candi-
date as a typist in govern-
ment services. He was earlier
denied the job and it was cit-
ed that his PG degree from a
one-year course made him
ineligible.

Justice D Bharatha Chakra-
varthy passed the orders on
Tuesday on a petition filed by
K Paranthaman.

The judge stated that there
are one-year PG courses such
as Master of Law and Master
of Library Science which are

(Right) Source: The Times of
India, 25 June 2024, page 5

valid degrees as per UGC
norms. Therefore, just be-
cause of the numerals
10+2+3+2 —mainly intended
to clarity SSLC (minimum 10
years of studies) + Higher
Secondary (minimum two
years) + UG + PG — the peti-
tioner’s MLIS degree cannot
be rejected as invalid for gov-
ernment services and
such an approach
would be pedantic, he
reasoned, referring

to Clause 25 of the

Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment Servants (Con-
ditions of Service) Act.
The judge underscored
that the purpose of theruleis
to eliminate candidates pos-
sessing a direct PG without
even basic school education
and is not concerned with the
duration of the PG course.
The petitioner applied for
the post of a typist as per the

Source: The New Indian Express, 20 June 2024, page 2

15% more seats
in govt arts &

science colleges

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
has announced an increase
inintakein govtartsandsci-
ence colleges for 2024-25 aca-
demic year in view of the de-
mand.

Replyingtothedebate on
demand for grants in the as-
sembly on Monday, higher
education minister K Pon-
mudy said, “The intake in
govt-aided colleges and pri-
vate colleges will be increa-
sed by 15% and 10% respecti-
vely.” Thisyear govtartsand
science colleges have recei-
ved more than two lakh app-
lications for one lakh seats.

The higher education de-
partment will also build ro-
oms for female students to
freshen up in all govt arts
and science colleges at the
cost of 28.5crore.

Ponmudy also announ-
ced establishing Al and ro-
batics labs in threegovt eng-
ineeringcolleges in Coimba-
tore, Salem and Bargur at
the cost of Z3crore. Separate
labsfor electric vehicle tech-
nology, internet of things
(loT)will beestablished in fi-
ve engineering colleges at
the costof T5crore.

He said more people wo-
uld be given intensive coa-
chingfor competitive exami-
nations such as GATE, IES,
CAT, GMAT, GRE, IELTS
and TOEFL. And, new diplo-
ma courses would be intro-
duced in special institutes
of printing technology, tex-
tile technology, chemical
technology and leather tech-

wnologv.

Alin schools
from Class VI
onwards: Min

Chennai: School education
minister Anbil Mahesh Poy-
yamozhion Monday said the
state govt will introduce ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) and
basic computer science
from Class VIonwards.
Replying to the debate on
demand for grants for school
education, he said, the de-
partment will prepare the
curriculum and train the te-
achers to teach Al The govt
would also establish robo-
tics 12bs in 38 govt high and
higher secondary schools.
To check drug abuse by
students, school education
department will undertake
joint initiatives with other
departments such as health
and family welfare, social
welfare and prohibition. He
also announced a new sche-
me “Agal Vilakku" to create
teacher groups to provide
guidance and support to girl
students studying in Classes
IX to XII. To develop leaders-
hip qualities among child-
ren, the state govt would
form student groups and
elect leaders and ministers.
They will also conduct mo-
del legislative assembly and
Parliament.
Artfestival for govt scho-
ol students will be expanded
toinclude ClassesIto V.
Anna Centenary Library
will have a children's scien-
ce park at the cost of 280
lakh. nn

2017 notification issued by
TNPSC and scored 201 marks.
When several persons scored
the same marks, the eligibil-
ity for recruitment was based
on the higher qualifications
of PG degrees. Paranthaman
had two PG degrees — MBA
and MLIS — but could mark
only MLIS in the column giv-
en in the application.
TNPSC then denied
him an appointment
stating that MLIS isa
one-year course and
hence not acceptable
as per Clause 25.
Quashing the 2021 or-
der of the TNPSC in this
regard, Justice Chakravar-
thy directed the commission
to appoint the petitioner in
the typist post on or before
July 31, 2024, and said that he
will be entitled to all benefits
of service only from the date
of the appointment.
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25 TN students back from UK with AI know-how

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TWENTY-five students who at-
tended a one-week training pro-
eram at Durham University in
the UK, aimed at gaining inter-
national exposure and advanced
skills in Data Science and Arti-
ficial Intelligence, returned to
Chennai on Monday. This op-
portunity was part of the Schol-
ars for Outstanding Undergrad-
uate Talent in Tamil Nadu
(SCOUT) under the Naan Mud-
halvan programme, a collabo-
ration between the British
Council and the Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Corporation
(TNSDC).

Outof 1,267 applications from
undergraduate students, 100
students were selected for a
comprehensive 24-hour online
course provided by Durham
University that was held over a

—— a-:
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(M Stalin, Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and others meeting students who returned

from UK in Chennai on Monday | express

period of a week last December.
From this group, 25 students, 20
belonging to government col-
leges and five from private col-
leges, were chosen for the one-
week training program at
Durham University, held from
June 9 to 16. Among the partici-

‘AIMPERUM VIZHA’

21K/ MONTH FOR BOYS UNDER
“TAMIL PUDHALVAN FROM AUG

pants, 10 were from arts and sci-
ence colleges and 15 were from
engineering colleges.

Students said that the teach-
ing methods at Durham Univer-
sity were different from the col-
leges in the state. “The teaching
was interactive and mostly

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin
on Friday announced that the
beneficiaries of the new
‘Tamil Pudhalvan’ scheme
will start receiving the
monthly assistance of 31,000
from August.

Speaking at the School Ed-
ucation Department’s ‘Aim-
perum Vizha' organised to
honour government school
headmasters who achieved
100% pass in Class 10 and 12
public exams in their schools
and students who secured
centum in Tamil paper in
board exams, Stalin said he is
always interested in taking

NEET Is fraudulent: CM

“Tamil Nadu was the first to
say that exams like NEET are
‘fraudulent’, and today the
entire country has started to
say the same. | am very
confident that this ‘fravd’ will
end soon,” Stalin said.

part in school education de-
partment events. “Pudhumai
Penn scheme, through which
girl college students who
studied in government
schools get a monthly aid of
71,000, received an over-
whelmingly positive re-
sponse. ‘Tamil Pudhalvan’ is
a similar scheme for boys an-

nounced in this year’s budg-
et. The school education de-
partment is marching
towards a golden period un-
der the ‘Dravidian model’ of
government in the state,”
Stalin said. He reiterated the
government’s commitment
to develop the education sec-
tor despite financial chal-
lenges to nurture Tamil Nadu
students to compete globally.

“Study, study and keep
studying. There should not
be any slackness. Keep mov-
ing forward, and let there not
be a full stop. Keep winning
and make Tamil Nadu
proud,” Stalin told the stu-
dents. CONTINUED ONP7

Chief Minister M K Stalin felicitates students who scored centum in Tamil subject in public exams at a function organised
by the School Education Department at Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor stadium in Chennai on Friday | Asuwin prasaTi

based on teamwork. We were
engaged in several activities re-
lated to data science and artifi-
cial intelligence and the profes-
sors there were pleased with
our performance,” said M
Satheesh Kumar, a student from
Tiruchy who was part of the
group. He added that this short-
term training would improve
their employment prospects
once they graduate and this has
helped to improve their
network.

Many of these students are
from financially backward
families and they expressed
their gratitude to the state gov-
ernment for organising the
training. They also met Chief
Minister MK Stalin and Sport,
Youth Welfare and Special
Projects Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin, who congratulated the
students.

(Above) Source: The New Indian Express,
I8 June 2024, page 2

(Left) Source: The New Indian Express,
I5 June 2024, page |
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Textbook corpn gets
rights to translate 300
kids books into Tamil

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE state government’s initia-
tive to bring world literature to
children in Tamil is set to receive
a significant boost this year, as
the Tamil Nadu Textbook and
Educational Services Corpora-
tion (TNTB&ESC) is planning to
translate over 300 books, for
which it has acquired rights from
the Bologna Children’s Book Fair
inItaly.

TNTB&ESC aims to release
around 150 books in phases by
September and the rest by Febru-
ary 2025. These books will be dis-
tributed to over 25,000 govern-
ment schools as well as district
libraries across the state. Addi-
tionally, they will be sold on the
online platform that the corpora-
tion 1s set to launch soon.

“We have acquired the rights
for more than 300 books from the
book fair and have translated 50
books so far. These books, writ-
ten in simple language, will in-
troduce various new topics to the
children, including those related
to the environment, evolution,
artificial intelligence, robotics,
and the genome project. There
willalso be books that provide an

overview of varioussubjects like
archaeology and psychology,”
said a TNTB&ESC official.

Previously, the corporation
had acquired the rights to trans-
late 50 Iranian books, of which 30
have been completed.

TNTB&ESC released 15 books
for children this January under
the project to bring world litera-
ture to children in Tamil. Once a
considerable number of books
are readied, sales outlets will be
increased to ensure that the
books reach a wider audience,
added the official.

(Above) Source: The New Indian
Express, 9 June 2024, page 6

(Below) Source: The New Indian
Express, 3 June 2024, page 2

TN schools to open bank
accounts for its students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE school education depart-
ment has instructed all govern-
ment, aided and private schools
to open bank accounts for all its
students. This initiative will
commence on the day schools
reopen.

The department has

also issued a standard &

operating procedure

(SOP) for implement- ‘ | .

ing this initiative.

Bank accounts will be
opened for students start-

ing from the age of five, ie.,
class 1 students. These accounts
will be utilised by the depart-
ment to ensure direct benefit
transfers (DBT) under various
schemes aimed at preventing
dropouts of students. The ac-
count details of all students
will be updated in the Educa-

TEN Vol. | Issue 2 June 2024

tion Information Management
System (EMIS), which will be
monitored at the state level.
The chief technology officer
will create a module in the
EMIS for this purpose.
In collaboration with district
management, the department
will arrange for bank offi-

= cials to visit schools to

open bank accounts.
Additionally, schools
are required to ensure
that the biometrics of
students aged five to 10
are updated on their Aad-
haar cards so that bank ac-
counts can be opened. The SOP
also outlines the roles of the
state project officer of Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan and district-
level officers in this initiative.
The district officials will also
spread awareness about the ini-
tiative among parents.
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Bid to raise education standards in govt. schools

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In an effort to improve the
quality of education in go-
vernment schools, the
non-governmental organi-
sation (NGO) Palli Kalvi Pa-
dukappu  Iyakkam s
launching a campaign
from June 2. Oru Ooru Oru
Palli campaign will be

launched in 360 villages
across Tamil Nadu with
360 volunteers, who will
each choose a school to
work with for a year.

“The campaign is a bid
to empower the parents to
know more and take pride
in the schools in their area.
This would help them to
take a more active role in
school management com-

mittees to strengthen qual-
ity of education in govern-
ment schools,” said ].
Krishnamurthy, secretary,
Palli Kalvi Padukappu Iyak-
kam.

Former Vice-Chancellor
and educationist Vasanthi
Devi is the president of the
Iyakkam and will mentor
the volunteers. Speaking
about the initiative, Ms. De-

vi said, “The government
schools cater to those from
the poorest of the poor.
Further, there is an aliena-
tion of the school from the
community. There needs
to be a way to break this
and to bring in a form of
school to the community.
Hence, school manage-
ment committees will
strengthen the schools.”

Source: The Hindu, 2 June 2024, page 6

Differently-abled students to be
oftered CM’s research fellowship

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment would offer the
Chief Minister’s Research
Fellowship to differently-
abled students, Minister
for Social Welfare P.
Geetha Jeevan announced
in the Assembly on Friday.

The Chief Minister’s Re-
search Fellowship would
be offered to a total of 50
differently-abled research
scholars who are pursuing
a Ph.D. Each of them
would be provided a fel-

P. Geetha Jeevan

lowship of %1 lakh, she
said.

The State government
would also offer coaching

to differently-abled candi-
dates to help them suc-
ceed in various competi-
tive examinations
conducted by the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Com-
mission and recruiting
agencies.

A total of 200 benefici-
aries would be offered
special classes along with
accommodation in Chen-
nai, she said.

The Minister said that
the State-level award given
to young achievers would
be named after the late
Helen Keller.

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 June 2024, page 6
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‘20,000 panchayat union
primary schools in State
will get smart classrooms’

Hi-tech laboratories are being set up in 6,992 panchayat union primary schools, and steps are

being taken to provide computer tablets to 79,500 teachers: Director of Elementary Education

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

orks are under
way to set up
smart  class-

rooms equipped with
broadband connectivity in
20,000 panchayat union
primary schools, and hi-
tech laboratories with simi-
lar internet connectivity in
6,992 panchayat union
primary schools across Ta-
mil Nadu, the Director of
Elementary Education
(DEE) has informed the
Madras High Court.

Appearing before the
first Division Bench of Act-
ing Chief Justice R. Maha-
devan and Mohammed
Shaffiq, State Government
Pleader A. Edwin Prabakar
placed a communication
from the DEE stating that
steps had also been taken
to provide computer ta-
blets to 79,500 teachers
handling primary classes
in the beginning of this
academic year.

The purpose behind the
distribution of tabs was to
enhance the learning and
teaching experience in
primary schools, the DEE
said, responding to a pu-
blic interest litigation (PIL)
petition filed by advocate
P. Pugalenthi through his
counsel M. Radhakrishnan

—

Going hi-tech: The DEE was respond

ing to a PIL petition seeking

that all govt. primary schools in T.N. be upgraded to schools of

excellence. FILE PHOTO

to upgrade all government
primary schools in the
State into schools of excel-
lence. The Director further
said that the Tamil Nadu
government had been im-
plementing various
schemes to enhance the
quality of education im-
parted in 30,744 govern-
ment primary and middle
schools. He said that new
classrooms had been built
in 2,547 panchayat union
primary and middle
schools at a cost of T800
crore.

Similarly, for the 2024-
25 academic year, it had
been decided that 1,920
additional classrooms, 251
laboratories, 692 toilets for
boys, 646 toilets for girls
and compound walls
would be constructed in
794 panchayat union prim-

ary and middle schools
across the State, under the
Professor Anbazhagan
School Development
Scheme, the DEE added.

He said that the funds
for construction had been
drawn through National
Bank for Agrictulture and
Rural Development and
the School Infrastructure
Development Scheme.
Further, the syllabus was
also being revised as per
global requirements and
the recommendations of
the State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (SCERT).

After perusing the DEE’s
communication, the Act-
ing Chief Justice asked the
State GP to file the details
by way of an affidavit with-
in two weeks. He also
asked Mr. Radhakrishnan

to come up with his addi-
tional suggestions, if any,
to enhance the quality of
education in the govern-
ment schools.

In his affidavit, the PIL
petitioner had stated that
the government need not
pay crores of rupees every
year to private schools for
admissions under the
Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Educa-
tion (RTE) Act, 2009, if all
government schools in the
State were upgraded as
schools of excellence with
facilities on a par with priv-
ate institutions.

His counsel told the
court that even the RTE Act
mandates State govern-
ments to set up neighbour-
hood schools within three
years and the stipulations
prescribed for such institu-
tions required them to be
schools of excellence. Ho-
wever, the failure of the go-
vernment to establish such
quality institutions had
forced most parents to ad-
mit their children in priv-
ate schools under the Act,
he complained.

The government had to
reimburse the fees for the
children admitted in priv-
ate schools under the RTE
Act, and the amount ran to
several hundred crores of
rupees, the counsel said.

Source: The Hindu, 10 June 2024, page 2

‘French classes in GCC schools soon’

The civic body will begin discussions with the Embassy of France to conduct language courses for students of Corporation

schools; discussions on Sister City Cooperation with cities such as Vladivostok will resume shortly, says Mayor R. Priya

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Greater Chennai
T Corporation (GCC)
will start discus-
sions with the Embassy of
France to launch French
language courses in its
schools after the Mayor
and the elected represen-
tatives return to Ripon
Buildings next week.
Starting Monday, the
Mayor and elected repre-
sentatives of the GCC will
start visiting Ripon Build-
ings to resume local admi-
nistration projects and

The GCC has launched various
projects to improve education
standards in its schools.

welfare measures as the
Model Code of Conduct for
the Lok Sabha election has
been lifted. “We will
launch French courses for

the students of Corpora-
tion schools. We are in
talks with the Embassy of
France,” said Mayor R. Pri-
ya.

Monsoon preparations
There will also be discus-
sions on measures to be ta-
ken to prevent inundation
during northeast monsoon
and the resultant slushy
roads.

The civic body has start-
ed focusing on improving
rain preparedness as the
city has been witnessing
unusual rainfall in June,
during the southwest mon-

soon. Usually, most of the
rainfall the city receives is
during the northeast mon-
$000 s€ason.

The Chennai Corpora-
tion will also start work on
new projects to improve
infrastructure on Marina
and Besant Nagar beaches.
Talks on Sister City Coop-
eration with cities, such as
Vladivostok, will resume
shortly.

“The Sister City Cooper-
ation will focus on educa-
tion,” said Ms. Priya.

The Corporation has al-
ready launched various
projects to improve the

Source: The Hindu, 9 June 2024, page 5
TEN Vol. | Issue 2 June 2024

education of students in its
schools with support from
other countries.

Teachers of the Corpo-
ration schools have visited
countries, such as Finland,
ahead of projects kicking
off to improve smart class-
rooms.

The civic body has also
launched a project to mo-
dernise schools for 1.3 lakh
poor students under va-
rious projects like City In-
vestments to Innovate, In-
tegrate and Sustain, a
sub-component of the Cen-
tral government’s Smart Ci-
ties Mission.
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SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Crennal

bunch of tribal kids in the
far-flung rural areas of
Erode sit gloomily as Tamil
Nadu celebrates a 99% suc-

cess in school enrolment ratio. They
belong to economically disadvan-
taged families and communities his-
torically deprived of opportunities,

the remaining 1%,
which remains a daunting tas] del
spite all-round efforts.

For SC Natraj, founder of the non-
governmental orgamsauon Sudar,
it's nothing less than a life mission.
While the education department

struggles to bridge the gap to by o TN
ensurea 100%, Natraj focuses s _: =y
on providing education to - .ﬂ

children in the tribal regions
of Erode district.

The 53-year-old from Shen-
bagapudur in Sathiyaman-
galam taluk in Erode district
developed a passion for social eaus-
es during his college days while stud-
ying economics in Gobichetti-
palayam. His early involvement
included aiding the rehabilitation of
the affected people in the Cauvery
dispute between Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka. In 1997, he founded Sudar,
which initially focused on saving the
Bhavani River and promoting wom-
en’s Self-Help Groups. A pivetal mo-
ment came in 2007 when Natraj vis-
ited Vilangombai inSathiyamangalam
for an afforestation programme with
the forest department. He discovered
that nearly all the children in the
hamlet of around 40 families were
not attending school.

The ones who attended school had
a tough daily routine: a 10-km trek
through the forest frequented by ele-
phants. Sudar initially provided a
van to transport the students, but a
flash flood in 2010 rendered the route

(Above) Source: The New Indian
Express, 16 June 2024, page 2

ik BRIGHTSIDLE

ERODE ENROLS FOR
EMPOWERMENT

In the past 13 years, Natraj's NGO ‘Sudar’ has steadfastly continued to
impart education to tribal children. The silent revolution aims to uplift
children from communities hismrically deprived of opportunities
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Health condition

Scheme improves
health awareness,,

treatment: Survey
RISK FACTOR SURVEILLANCE
s ondion e |

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The first outcome
surveyof thestate’sflagship
programme, Makkalai The-
diMaruthuvam, revealed an

Diabetes
Low physical activity by gender | 33 (men) 187 (women)
Overweight, obesity, and
bdominal obesity by gender | 108 (men) 163 (women)
) 18-85 years,

10 7% in 2019-20," Dr Rao sa-
id. Among people with dia-
betes, 54% knew about their
condition compared to 52%
in the 2019-20 survey. Half
the people were under treat-

increasein treat-
ment, and control of blood
pressure and diabetes, ac-
cording to health depart-
ment officials.

The second risk factor
surveillance (STEPS) sur-
vey in Tamil Nadu, conduc-
ted by the ICMR-National In-
stitute of Epidemiology
among nearly 8,000 adults,
showed that prevalence of
hypertensioninthel8-69age
group was around 30%, and
prevalence of diabetes was
around 20%. More than 11%
of men were either overwe-
ight or obese, compared to
nearly 16% of women. One
in five men in the 30-50 age
group smoked tobacco.
Other risk behaviors inclu-
ded low physical activity —
prevalent among 33% of
men and 19% of women —
and a diet low on fruits and
vegetables.

“These continue torema-
in a challenge,” said TN He-
alth Systems Project direc-
tor Dr Govinda Rao,

Buthealth indices of peo-
ple with diabetes and hyper-
tension had improved, This
time, 43.76% of people with
hypertension were aware of
their eondition, compared to
31.9% in 2018-20, “In 2023-24,
39% of people were under
treatment against 23.2% in
the previous survey. Blood
pressure was under control
in 17% of people compared

ment to44% inthe
previous survey, although
only17% had diabetes under
control.

More than 50% of peaple
(more women compared to
men) went to govt hospitals
for treatment, and nearly
34% received drugs through
women'’s health volunteers
at their homes.

Director of Public He-
alth Dr T S Selvavinayagam
said, “The programme to de-
liver healthcare and medici
nes atdoorsteps hasensured
thereishealth-seekingbeha:
vior and some adherence to
drugs. But we will see larger

. success only when we pre-

vent complications and de-
aths.” More than one crore
peoplewerescreened for dia-
betes and hypertension un-
der Makkalai Thedi Marut-
huvam.

“We have started the
Thozhilalarai Thedi Marut-
huvam, where we screenand
deliver drugs at factories,”
said Dr Rao. The state is also
planning to ensure availabi-
lity of drugs throughout the
vear, and upscale health sub-
centres to measure blood
pressureand blood glucose.

2.8
/i

Sudar has opened over 30 schools in Erode district and the government followed suit by
canstructing more schools and improving transportation facilities | expeess

impassable. This led Sudar to seek ap-
proval from the district administra-
tion toopen a village school under the
National Child Labour Project
(NCLP).

“This was when I decided that
Sudar’s priority should be educating
the tribal children in Erode. We sub-
sequently opened schools in around
30 tribal hamlets in Erode. The gov-
ernment also constructed schools in
10 different locations and improved
transportation. Through Sudar, more
than 1,000 tribal children have re-
ceived schooling over the past 13
years,” said Natraj. Additionally,
Sudar volunteers serve as teachers in
Government Tril 00ls whenev-
er there is a shortage of educators.

Sudar’s efforts have significantly
shifted the mindset towards educa-
tion in these hamlets. “Tribals gener-
ally lead simple lives. Educational
facilities are abysmally poor in their

(left) Source: The Times of India,

areas. Parents are often reluctant to
send their children to hostels. Al-

ough awareness about education is
increasing, we still have a long way to
go,” said Natraj

According to the 2011 Census,
Erode had one of the lowest rural lit-
eracy rates at 65.4%, with even lower
rates in tribal areas. “When we first
visited Vilangombai, no one from the
current or previous generation had
attended school. As we began our ini-
tiatives, the government soon provid-
ed roads, transportation, and health-
care facilities. Even today, tribal
people lack educational role models
in their communities.”

“At Sudar, we aim to create these
role models so the next generation
can follow suit. This is my dream, and
T am committed to make sure that I
witness this change in my lifetime,”
Natraj added.

(Edited by Meghna Murali)

4 June 2024, page 4
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Two new paediatric blocks to come
up in Chennai and Thanjavur hosps

Initiative expected to reduce burden on Egmore ICH, the only state-run children's hospital in TN

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

THE state government will es-
tablish two new paediatric
multi-speciality blocks at a to-
tal cost of T260 crore at the
Government Kalaignar Cente-
nary Super Speciality Hospi-
tal, Chennai, and Thanjavur's
Raja Mirasudar Hospital, in
order to provide high quality
speciality services to children
in South Chennai and delta re-
gions of the state, announced
Health Minister Ma Subrama-
nian during the Assembly ses-
sion on Friday The undertak-
ing is expected to reduce the
burden on the Institute of
Child Health and Hospital for
(Children (ICH), Egmore, which
is the only exclusive state-run
hospital for children in TN,

According to officials, ICH
doctors see around 1,500 out-
patients in a day and at any
given time, the hospital houses
around 650-700 patients. Nota-
bly, the hospital is also visited
by patients from other states
{including northern India)
and even countries such as
Bangladesh. Construction of
the two new blocks will com-
mence this year and additional
posts will be created for the fa-
cilities, they added.

Speaking at the discussion
for the demand of grants for
the health department, Minis-
ter Subramanian made a total
of 110 announcements, includ-
ing a dedicated hospital for the
disabled persons at a cost of
750 crore in the premises of
the Government Institute of
Rehabilitation Medicine, K K
Nagar, Chennai.

The community-based can-
cer screening programme for
early detection and treatment
of cervical, breast and oral

L’.,'

=l T
(One of the two new paediatric multh-specality blocks will be estzblished at the

Gowernment Kalzignar Centenary Super Speciality Hospital, Chennal | express

cancers that is being imple-
mented in Erode, Tirupattur,
Kanniyakumari and Ranipet
districts will be extended to all
TN districts in a phased man-
ner at an outlay of 727 crore,
he added.

Special screening for early
detection of retinal and renal
disorders due to uncontrolled
diabetes will be conducted in
all government primary healih
centres, government hospitals
and non-communicable dis-

Cancer screening will
be extended to all dists

The community-based
CaNCET SCreening progranime
Tor early detection and
treatnient of cervical, breast
and oral cancers that Is being
Inipleniented in Erode,
Tirupattur, Kanniyakumar
and Ranipet will be extended
0 3Ll oF TN In 3 phasea
mianner, the milnister said.

eases clinics in government
medical college hospitals
throughout the state, the min-
ister said. Further adding,
head to toe examination will
be conducted for all newborns
in government hospitals
across the state to detect con-
genital birth defects and a ded-
icated child health card will be
provided for follow ups.

A pilot project for home-
based monitoring of prema-
ture and underweight infants
discharged from special new-
born care units will be imple-
mented in seven districts at a
cost of 71.28 crore. Moreover,
foetal anomaly scans will be
conducted in government
medical college hospitals to
detect foetal growth abnormal-
ities and defects during preg-
nancy, Subramanian added.

The announcements indicat-
ed the state is putting more
emphasis on the prevention of
non-communicable and con-
genital di:

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 June 2024, page 2

KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS

# Life-saving welght loss surgery
for morbid obesity will be provided
at povemment medical colle
hnguor‘lils In Chennal, Enlmhagl%re
and Madural

» A state policy for homeless
persans with mental lliness, along
with implamentation strategles
and an action plan will be relaased

® Six regional research centras
will be established under the Tamil
Nadu Or M & R Medical University
at a cost of 716 crore

® All regionzl traiming institutes
and government medical collage
hospitalswill Impart training on
life-saving first aid to drivers and
tonductors from the transport
department and drivers of athar
public vahicles

® A cantre for quallty assessment
of essential drugs and labaratory
rezgentswill be established at
the King Institute of Prventive
Wedicine and Research, Guindy, at
@ st of 12 crore

® High-risk pragnant women will
be manitored through the 104 and
102 helnling services

® The Kalaignar Centenal
Integrated Researth Foundation
will be established under the
Directorate of Medital Eduration
and Research to promote medical
research and Innovation

® A Memorandum of
Understanding (Moll) will be
signed with the Indian Institute
of Tachnology Madras, specifically
with the Departmant of Applied
Mathanics and Blomedical
En%meenng.m atopt new
technologies for treatment under
Indian systems of medicine

® Efforts will be made to ralse
awareness amang schoal and
college students regarding the
harmful effects of drugs, aloohol
and tobacco

T.N’s only institute for children with
cognitive disabilities in a dire state

The Government Institute for the Mentally Retarded in Tambaram is running with only two special educators and a

handful of caregiving staff for 64 children. Lack of awareness and transport facilities are other key issues facing the institute

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

he Government In-
I stitute for the Men-
tally Retarded

(GIMR) in Tambaram, the
only institute for children
with intellectual disabili-
ties in the State, is running
with only two special edu-
cators and a handful of ca-
regiving staff for 64
children.

Parents across the State
have long articulated the
need for a government-run
institute for such children
in their respective districts.
“In the beginning, my 12-
year-old child, who has
mild autism, used to go to
an NGO-run special school;
but after it increased the
fees, 1 couldn't afford it
anymore. Currently, my
child goes to a govern-
ment-aided school, and he
is studying in Class 1II un-
der the Inclusive Educa-
tion initiative by the School
Education Department,”
said Jensi, of Madurai.

She wondered what
would happen to her son
after Class VIII. “Where
will he go once they cannot

Source: The Hindu, 17 June 2024, page 4

A helping hand: Established in 1981 with a capacity to manage 80

children, the institute works on rehabilitation and empowerment
of children with cognitive disabilities. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

pass him? What opportuni-
ties await my son? We do
not have access to govern-
ment-run institutes such as
the one in Tambaram,” she
added.

While the government
does not run any other in-
stitute for children with in-
tellectual disabilities, NGO-
run schools are funded by
the Welfare of Differently-
Abled Persons Depart-
ment. “To simplify the pro-

cess of manpower, it was
given to the NGOs,” a
source in the department
said.

Teacher-pupil ratio

Though there were pre-
viously five educators in
the institute, three retired
this year. Established in
1981 with a capacity to
manage 80 children, the
institution caters to the
rehabilitation and empo-

werment of children with
cognitive disabilities.

As per the 2019 recom-
mendations by the State
Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities, Delhi, the
teacher-pupil ratio is fixed
at 1:8 for children with ce-
rebral palsy. However, the
institute has never been
able to maintain it. “There
has been a constant shor-
tage of teachers,” an offi-
cial from the department
said. The institute is in the
process of filling the posts
of caretaker and warden
for the hostel.

“We have filed a request
with the Teachers Recruit-
ment Board to fill four spe-
cial educator posts, which
will be done by August,”
the official said.

It wasn’t until two years
ago that M. Kavita, a resi-
dent of Pallavaram, came
to know about GIMR,
where her seven-year-old
child with autism could get
help with rehabilitation.

“We did not even know
that such an institution ex-
isted in the State. I used to
£0 to a private organisation
in Kotturpuram to get help
for my child. I see tremen-

dous improvement in her
in the two years that she
has been staying here. She
can now sit with her legs
crossed,” she said.

Dropout of girls

The residential institute
offers the option of a hostel
only for children below 12
years of age, which has re-
sulted in girl students
dropping out as they can
no longer continue when
they attain puberty. “It re-
quires higher maintenance
and surveillance, which
cannot be afforded now,” a
source from the school
said.

Parents also pointed to
the lack of transport facili-
ties. “It is difficult to bring
a child with a cognitive dis-
ability to the institute even
if it is only a short distance
away. As transport facilities
are not available, many
don’t enrol,” a parent said.

Officials said that there
used to be a van to ferry
the children, but the ser-
vice was stopped due to a
shortage of staff. “The in-
stitute has been running
on the available funds,” an
official added.
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Hottest among mega cities,
Chennai faces increasing
heat stress, finds study

20

Its relative humidity is up by 5% and summer average heat index stood at 374°C. When relative

humidity is combined with high heat, it adversely impacts human thermal comfort and health

On the bail

Heat index is what the temperature feels |

relative humidity is combined with the air temperature
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er” is a sentiment fami

ceeds 41°C, marking the
«danger zone, over the past

two decades,
his  sum- As a part of the study,
mer was  the CSE compared sum-
worse mer temperatures from

2001 to 2011 with those
from 2014 to 2023 in Delhi,

to every resident of the ci-  Mumbai, Kolkata, Hydera-
ty, either spoken outaloud  bad, Bengaluru, and Chen
or silently acknowledged  nai

every year between April

and June,

The study finds that av
erage relative humidity has

Supporting this observa-  significantly increased in
tion, an analysis conduct-  the last 10 summers com
ed by the Centre for pared to the 200110 aver
Seience and Environment  age, with the decadal sum-
(CSE) finds that Chennai  mertime average ambient
not only stands out as the  temperature  rising by
hottest mega city in India,  about 0.5°C in Chennai.

but shows a threefold in-
days where the  tive humidity is up by 5%
clex (what the teme  now. When relative humid-

Further, the city’s rela-

perature feels like to the ity is combined with high

humal
humidi;

dy when relative  heat, it worsens the heat
scombined with — stress and adversely im

the air temperature) ex-  pacts human thermal com-

fort and health.

Given the rise of relative  rising by about 2

humidity during summer,  wever, it is important to
the heat index has risen  note that the peried men
among mega cities. Chen-  tioned as  pre-monsoon
nai’s summer average heat  and monsoon could differ
index stood at °C (im-  for the city as the south-

6.9°C)  west monsoon does not

making it the hottest bring as much rain here as

among the mega cities.

the northeast, which only

The problem is exacer-  sets in during Detober.

bated as the night tempera-
twre has not come down.  pol

ignificantly, the study
s out an increase in

Nightsinthe city are cooler  built-up area, which could
by just 97°C, which is 5%  be a factor for the severe

from the 200110 le-  heat island effect. In Chen-
is does not leave pe-  nai, the built-up area has

ople with much chance to  increased from 30.7% in
recover from daytime heat. 2003 to 73.5% in 2023,

According to the study,  Green cover has decreased
it is not just summers that  from 34% in 2003 to 20.3%

have became hotter. Both  in 2023.
Hence, there is a direct

the pre-monsoon period

(March, April, and June) correlation  between  in-
and monsoon (June, July,  crease in built-up area and
and August) have become  urban heat stress, the stu-

thermally more uncomfor-  dy says.

Source: The Hindu, 17 June 2024, page 2

Environment

Change in land use pattern has intensified
urban heat island effect in the city, says study

The analysis by Anna University reveals a marked increase in built-up area. In 1988, residential, commercial, and industrial areas accounted for 177%
of the land use, and this rose to 48.7% by 2017. In the same period, agricultural lands shrunk from 42.2% to 19.6%, and forestland from 15% to 6.1%

rbanisation in the
U Chennai Metropoli-
tan Area (CMA) has

led to significant changes
in land use, contributing to
the intensification of the
urban heat island (UHI) ef-
fect, according to a study
by Anna University.

UHIs are metropolitan
areas that are significantly
warmer than their rural
surroundings. This tem-
perature difference is pri-
marily due to human activ-
ities and changes in land
use associated with urbani-
sation.

The study Urbanisation
Impacts on Heat Island In-
tensification: Cooling Stra-
tegies for Coastal Cities was
conducted by the Director
of the Institute for Ocean
Management at Anna Un-
iversity, Krishnaveni M.,
research scholar Adeline
Arputha Olivia P., and pro-
ject scientist Madhan M.
from the Centre for Cli-
mate Change and Disaster
Management (CCCDM) at
the university.

It revealed a marked in-
crease in built-up area

Growth impact: The study says rapid urban expansion has led to the conversion of vegetation, fallow

land, and waterbodies into built-up area, driving up the urban heat island effect. FILE PHOTO

within the CMA (1,189
sq.km).

In 1988, residential,
commercial, and industrial
areas accounted for 17.7%
of the land use, this in-
creased to 48.7% by 2017.
Meanwhile, agricultural
lands decreased from
42.2% in 1988 to 19.6% in
2017, while forestland
shrunk from 15% to 6.1%.
This rapid urban expan-
sion has led to the conver-
sion of vegetation, fallow
land, and waterbodies into
built-up area, driving up

the UHI effect, the paper
said.

Land surface tempera-
ture data indicate a sharp
increase in areas expe-
riencing high tempera-
tures between 31°C to 35°C.
This rose from 29.34% in
2006 to 68.18% in 2017.
Higher surface tempera-
tures have been observed
in barren and built-up
areas when compared to
vegetated regions and wa-
terbodies, with the north-
western part of the CMA
showing particularly high

Source: The Hindu, 24 June 2024, page 2

temperatures. The UHI ef-
fect makes the city hotter,
leading to more energy use
for cooling and makes the
air quality worse as these
produce pollutants, which
also lead to respiratory is-
sues. The effect also contri-
butes to the degradation of
ecosystems by reducing
water levels and altering
the biochemistry of water-
bodies, which in turn af-
fects plant and animal life,
the study said. To mitigate
the UHI effect, policy inter-
ventions, such as building

codes and zoning regula-
tions, design suggestions,
community — awareness
programmes, and heat
warning systems were
recommended.

Mohamed Ali, president
of the Confederation of
Real Estate Developers’ As-
sociations of India, Chen-
nai, said that earlier, relo-
cation was perceived to be
horizontal, which led to ex-
pansions and development
of peri-urban areas. City
planners should strategise
to preserve waterbodies
and raise awareness on ec-
ological sensitivity, he ad-
ded.

shifting dependence
On the shift in land use pat-
tern, Anshul Mishra, Mem-
ber Secretary, Chennai Me-
tropolitan  Development
Authority, said Chennai
had been a centre of trade
historically, and with infu-
sion of industrialisation
and market economy, va-
rious industries emerged.
In this transformation pro-
cess, there has been a natu-
ral shift from the depen-
dence on agriculture.
“Urban sprawl is a chal-
lenge as it converts natural

land into built-up area.
There is a policy of urban
densification that focuses
on maximum utilisation of
the potential of urban
land. Densifying [vertical
expansion i.e., increasing
floor numbers] on the
same plot can accommo-
date more people and of-
fice spaces, reduce per
capita expenditure on in-
frastructure, and lower tra-
vel time, distance, and
cost. This helps reduce pol-
lution, heat effect, and
congestion, leading to bet-
ter public health,” he said.

“This may reduce real
estate pressure on peri-ur-
ban areas and protect land
between core and periph-
eral areas from becoming
built-up area, allowing
them to remain natural
spaces,” Mr. Mishra said.

“Sustainable urban
growth is possible. A two-
pronged approach - com-
paction of core city and de-
veloping the satellite towns
around growth centres or
existing small towns - has
been taken up by the
CMDA, apart from under-
taking 26 studies to pre-
pare the Third Master
Plan,” he added.
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N’s May rainfall 7th highest in 124 years

Chennai residents can breathe easy as the temperature may turn benign and hover around 38°C to 39°Celsius

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE regional meteorological
centre (RMC) on Saturday said
rainfall in the month of May
for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
and Karaikal regions was the
seventh highest in the past 124
vears, and the highest ever
since 2014.

In May 1943, a rainfall of
205.2mm was recorded in the
region; this May, the region re-
ceived 138.2mm of rainfall,
RMC officials stated.

Meanwhile, as the conditions
are becoming favourable for
further advancement of the
southwest monsoon into Tamil
Nadu, the met office has issued
heavy rainfall warnings over
the Nilgiris, ghat areas of

Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Theni,
Dindigul, Erode, Krishnagiri,
Dharmapuri, Salem, Tirupat-
tur, Tiruvannamalai, Kallaku-
richi, Perambalur and Vellore
districts for Sunday. In the last
24 hours (ending 8.30am on Sat-
urday) Yercaud, Salem, re-
ceived the highest rainfall of
4em. Maximum temperature is
likely to fall by 1-3°C to near
normal till June 5.

As for Chennai, residents
can breathe easy due to the
heat easing up a bit.

The past week was particu-
larly severe with the maximum
temperature nearly touching
42°C in the city

Skies are likely to be partly
cloudy with a possibility of
light rain. Temperature is ex-
pected to be around 38°C-39°C.

PMK wants TN govt to
prepare heat action plan

Chennai: PMK president Dr
Anbumani Ramadoss wrote a
letter to CM MK Stalin and chief
secretary Shiv Das Meena urging
them to implement a heat action
plan for 25 municipal corporations
and the proposed satellite towns.
Anbumani expressed concern
about the increasing number of
heat-wave days in the state. He
cited a recent report by Anna
University's Centre for Climate
Change and Disaster Management
that predicts rising temperatures,
particularly in urban areas.
Anbumani highlighted that the
report anticipates the number of
thermal discomfort days in the
state to rise to 250 daysin the
coming years.

Rainfalln May in TN,
Pondy & Karaikial

Coimbatore experienced heavy rain during last month. Here is a man walking along
the road near Nehru stadium in the city | FiLe PicTure

(Above) Source: The New Indian
Express, 2 June 2024, page 4

World Bank to lend

support to GCC for
achieving zero waste

The civic body intends to take initiatives to minimise the amount

of solid waste that is disposed of on landfills or by incineration

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he World Bank will
T lend support to the

Greater  Chennai
Corporation (GCC) to
achieve sustainable waste
management in the city.

At a meeting conducted
this week, the World Bank
held discussions on solid
waste management with
officials of the State go-
vernment and the civic bo-
dy to stop waste dum-
ping in Kodungaiyur by
2026-2027.

In a bid to achieve sus-
tainable waste manage-
ment, the GCC intends to
take initiatives to minimise
the amount of solid waste
that is disposed of on land-
fills or by incineration.

Long-term target

The World Bank intends to
improve solid waste man-
agement in the city and va-
rious parts of the State over
a period of 20 years.

It will also conduct a stu-
dy on the status of solid
waste management in the
city.

Integrated facility

“Our aim is to achieve zero
waste. We will stop the
dumping of waste in Pe-
rungudi two years after we
achieve it in Kodungaiyur.
The integrated solid waste

Sustainable goal: The World Bank held discussions on solid waste

management with officials of the State government and the GCC
to stop waste dumping in Kodungaiyur by 2026-2027. FILE PHOTO

The World Bank will

also conduct a study
on the status of solid

waste management
in the city

management facility will
be crucial in improving so-
lid waste management in
the city. We are hoping to
stop dumping of waste in
Kodungaiyur in 2026-
2027, said an official of the
civic body.

Once the World Bank
completes the study, it will
suggest reforms to be im-
plemented in cities such as
Chennai.

Various proposals to in-
crease the recycling of so-

lid waste will be imple-
mented after the Chennai
Corporation Council pass-
es a resolution in the next
few months.

Circular economy

Going forward, the civic
body intends to achieve a
circular economy in order
to reduce the total impact
on the environment and
the resource use.

A proposal to increase
the recycling rate among
residents is currently un-
der review.

The problems in staffing
capacity are expected to
be studied to resolve civic
issues reported by resi-
dents in the 15 zones, offi-
cials said.

Source: The Hindu, 12 June 2024, page 3
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State to focus on solid waste
management, infra development

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will focus on moder-
nisation of solid waste
management, sewage
treatment, and infrastruc-
ture development to pre-
pare for rapid urban deve-
lopment and expansion in
the State, Municipal Admi-
nistration and Water Sup-
ply Minister K.N. Nehru
said in the Assembly on
Saturday.

Announcing  various
projects, while replying to
the debate on the demands
for grants, Mr. Nehru said
the government was study-
ing the need for waste
management projects in
suburban areas. Legisla-
tors in Chennai’s suburban
areas had flagged the issue

of waste-dumping and
stressed the need for waste
management projects at
Poonamallee and Manga-
du.

As part of the efforts to
improve solid waste man-
agement, machines would
be procured to clean
beaches in Kanniyakuma-
ri, Tarangambadi, Velan-
kanni, and Ganapathipu-
ram, the Minister said.

The government would
improve the sewer net-
work in the added areas of
cities such as Chennai.
Work on preparing a de-
tailed project report for a
new sewer network and
water supply in Chennai’s
added areas would be ta-
ken up, he said, adding:
“In cities such as Avadi, Ti-
ruchirapalli and Hosur,
tanks will be restored.

Walkways will be deve-
loped on the banks of 20
waterbodies.”

He further said the go-
vernment would construct
markets in Chengalpattu,
Guduvanchery, Thanjavur,
Tiruchi, Mannargudi, May-
iladuthurai, Tiruchendur,
Theni-Allinagaram, Kodai-
kanal, Udhagamandalam,
Koothanallur, and Jayan-
kondam at a cost of 346
crore. The existing markets
in Panruti, Pallapatti, and
Kollengode would be reno-
vated at a cost of T12.14
crore. Science parks would
be developed in Tamba-
ram, Salem, Madurai, Tiru-
nelveli, and Hosur. Bus ter-
mini would be built in
Tiruchengode, Kollen-
gode, Sholingur, and Cum-
bum at a cost of I45.50
crore, the Minister said.

Source: The Hindu, 23 June 2024, page 8

Sensor network being installed in waterbodies

of Chennai basin for real-time flood forecast

The Water Resources Department is setting up equipment such as automatic rain gauges and weather stations, water level recorders, and gate

sensors in nearly 253 locations in the city, Tiruvallur, Chengalpattu, Kancheepuram, and also Sholinghur and Kaveripakkam in Ranipet district

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

n its efforts to monitor
land mitigate urban
flooding, the Water
Resources Department
(WRD) is strengthening its
infrastructure with a net-
work of sensors and rain
gauges, covering various
waterbodies and rivers
across the Chennai basin.
It has started installing
field equipment including
automatic rain gauges and
weather stations, water le-
vel recorders, and gate sen-
sors in nearly 253 locations
across waterbodies and
waterways spread over
5,000 sq.km. The Chennai
basin covers those water-
ways and waterbodies in
the city, Tiruvallur, Chen-
galpattu, Kancheepuram,
and parts of Ranipet dis-
trict, such as Sholinghur
and Kaveripakkam.
WRD officials said the
network would be part of a

Early warning: The newly constructed sensor room at Chitlapakkam lake in the city. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

real-time data acquisition
system and feed data for
the Chennai Real Time
Flood Forecasting System.
The data collected from
the equipment across the
Chennai basin will be

transmitted to a hydro-mo-
delling control room to be
set up in the Commission-
erate of Revenue Adminis-
tration and Disaster Man-
agement office in the city.
The control room will

have a comprehensive and
integrated real-time data-
base of the waterbodies
and rivers and will work as
a decision support system
to assess and mitigate ur-
ban floods.

For instance, real-time
data on water level and
flow in the catchment
areas of the Kosasthalaiyar
or the Adyar will help as-
sess the time frame of
flood runoff downstream,
helping alert residents and
farmers in advance. Water
level sensors are being in-
stalled in waterbodies in
areas such as Chitlapak-
kam and Retteri to get
alerts about overflows and
breaches.

Officials said the data
dissemination and flood
warning would be seam-
less and transparent as va-
rious government agencies
would have access to the
database.

The ¥76.38-crore pro-
ject, which is being imple-
mented through the State
Ground and Surface Water
Resources Data Centre of
the WRD, will also be inte-
grated with the existing
flood warning system in
the city.

Besides installing sen-
sors to measure water level
in major rivers and tanks,
work is on to set up 14 auto-
matic weather stations and
86 automatic rain gauges.
Soil moisture sensors will
also be installed to detect
surface runoff, in addition
to various other weather
parameters.

“We are also providing
gate sensors in reservoirs’
shutters and check dams at
Nandambakkam across the
Adyar and Jamin Korattur
across the Cooum. The
device will monitor and
control the operation of
shutters during monsoon
and automate reservoir op-
erations,” an official said.

A dedicated website is
also being developed for
the web-based application.
The WRD looks to use
some of the data collected
through the project for ur-
ban flood management
during this northeast mon-
soon.

Source: The Hindu, 11 June 2024, page 2
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Govt. mulls using treated wastewater
for greening efforts in urban areas

Tamil Nadu is the most urbanised State in India and [considering] the rate at which urbanisation is happening, it

is critical that urban areas receive a programme for greening, says Supriya Sahu, Environment and Forests Secretary

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
Tvernment is look-
ing at using treated

wastewater for greening ef-
forts in urban areas.

At a conference on heat-
waves and changing mon-
soon patterns amid climate
change held by Climate
Trends, a research-based
consulting and capacity
building organisation, here
on Thursday, Supriya Sa-
hu, Additional Chief Secre-
tary to Departments of En-
vironment, Climate
Change, and Forests, said
an Urban Greening Policy
is in the draft stage under

Sudha Ramen, Member Secretary of the Tamil Nadu State Planning
Commission, speaking at the conference. AKHILA EASWARAN

the Green Tamil Nadu Mis-
sion.

“Given the fact that Ta-
mil Nadu is the most ur-

banised State in India and
[considering] the rate at
which urbanisation is hap-
pening, it is critical that ur-

Experts to help reduce

man-elephant conflicts in TN

Oppili.P@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The state wildlife
department has roped in ex-
perts as part of a multi-
pronged approach to find
waystoreduce thelossof hu-
man lives due to human-ele-
phant conflict. Experts from
Bengaluru-based Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc), who
are part of the initiative
along with volunteers from
Chennai-based biodiversity
organisation Care Earth
Trust, will also help the de-
partment profile problemat-
icelephants.

A senior wildlife official
said the department had
identified 95 locations in dif-
ferent villages where the
conflict between humans
and elephants is common.

The approach includes
tracking movement of ele-
phants, profiling them and
forming a community group
to alert others about their
presence.

A district forest official
said a team was going on
nightpatroltocollectdataon
the movement of elephants.
Movement is recorded when
they exit wooded areas and
enter non-forest locations.
The team will also drive ele-
phants back into the forest

FILEPHOTO

TO REDUCE THE LOSS OF HUMAN LIVES: The approach includes

tracking movement of elephants, profiling them and forming a
community group to alert others about their presence

and will also note the ani-
mals’ exit points. The infor-
mation will be sent to a cen-
tralized monitoring centre
where it will be uploaded on
a portal ‘Yaanai.com’. When
the information is uploaded
to the portal, it will generate
an automated message in Ta-
mil, which will be sent to a
group called ‘Thadam Kuz-
hu’. This is shared among
the village community. This
is to warn people not to step
outof homes after dark.
Another official pointed
out that most human deaths
are due to elephant attacks,
as the movement of the ani-
mal is not known to the vil-

lagers. Lack of toilets is also
a reason because people get
attacked when they come out
to defecate at night. Already,
anearly warning system has
helped reduce the loss of hu-
man lives due to elephant at-
tacks in Hosur forest divi-
sion, the official said.

A stakeholder tolerance
level survey is being con-
ducted and the department
is also taking up a study on
conflict situations and solu-
tions. The initiative is fund-
ed by the Tamil Nadu Biodi-
versity Conservation,
Greening Project, and Cli-
mate Change Response, he
added.

ban areas receive a pro-
gramme for greening. One
of the important things
we’re trying to do is look-
ing at how to combine ur-
ban greening efforts with
the available wastewater. It
will be a very effective stra-
tegy to utilise treated was-
tewater for this,” Ms. Sahu,
who joined the conference
virtually, said.

Sudha Ramen, Member
Secretary of the Tamil Na-
du State Planning Commis-
sion, said as part of Tamil
Nadu's Heat Mitigation
Strategy, a preliminary stu-
dy on urban heat island
hotspots was carried out.
Recommendations have
been made to develop a ro-

Source: The Hindu, 7 June 2024, page 5

(Left) Source: The Times of India,

bust data management sys-
tem to document heat ill-
nesses among vulnerable
sections, Ms. Ramen ad-
ded.

T. Jayaraman, senior fel-
low, Climate Change, M.S.
Swaminathan  Research
Foundation, said working
rules and, if necessary, le-
gislation should be pre-
pared for heatwave action
plans and mitigation stra-
tegies. He said while the fo-
cus was on urban places,
there were no heatwave
action plans for rural
areas. “It is more complex
in the rural setting. So, for-
mulating these plans is an
important step forward,”
he added.

4 June 2024, page 5
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New mangrove
plantation coming
up in Cuddalore

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The forest depart-
ment, as part of its efforts to
boostbiodiversity and streng-
thendefencesagainstnatural
calamities, is increasing the
mangrove cover in the state.
More than 27,000 mangrove
saplings have been planted
over 61 acres at Kudikadu in
Cuddalore district, away
from the existing mangrove
area. The scheme is being im-
plemented by Green Tamil
Nadu Mission (GTM).

Forest secretary Supriya
Sahu said Kudikadu, adja-
cent to Cuddalore town, was
identified as the site before
GTM, with the revenue de-
partment’s concurrence,
adopted large-scale fish-bone
methodology to plant the sa-
plings. :

This technology, available
information shows, is used in
an intertidal area that is ele-
vated and, therefore, doesn’t
get regular tidal inundation.
However, by improving con-
ditions, these areas become
suitable for mangrove devel-
opment. The pattern of chan-
nels dug to plant the saplings
areshaped like a fish-bone.

GTM director Deepak Sri-
vastava said saplings of rhi-
zophora and avicenia species
of mangroves were planted
during last year's monsoon
andaresoon cted togrow
and have the potential to be-
come rich breeding grounds
for marine species. They can

GREEN COVER: More than
27,000 mangrove saplings
planted over 61 acres at Kudika-
du in Cuddalore district

also help conserve biodiversi-
ty and enrich wildlife. Apart
from Kudikadu becoming a
tourist attraction, it will also
act as a bio-shield that will
protect human habitations
located on the coastline from
natural calamities, he said.

The mangroves are a
ubiquitous ecosystem in
terms of Blue Carbon Sinks.
The govt has proposed to en-
hance the mangrove cover in
the state by about 30 sq km by
2030 and believes this can be
achieved by planting saplings
in newer areas and also by
restoring the degraded man-
grove plantations, hesaid.

GTM last vear planted 4.4
lakh mangrove propagules
(seedlings) over 195 hectares
in Chengalpet, Cuddalore,
Mayiladuthurai, - Thiruva-
rur, Pudukottai, Ramanath-
apuram, and Tuticorin dis-
tricts, he added.

Source: The Times of India, 23 June 2024, page 5

‘Forest Dept. has formed
20 village commiittees to
protect mangrove cover’

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

The International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) has listed man-
groves in coastal regions
spanning Tamil Nadu, Sri
Lanka and the Maldives, as
‘critically endangered’ in
its first global assessment
of mangrove ecosystems.

To protect the man-
grove cover, the Tamil Na-
du Forest Department has
constituted 20 village man-
grove committees, an offi-
cial said.

According to the IUCN
assessment, released on
May 22, of the 36 geo-
graphical areas spanning
tropical, sub-tropical and
warm temperate coasts
across the world, only
south India, Sri Lanka and
the Maldives, and the
northwestern Atlantic re-
gion that has a warm tem-
perature have the critically
endangered tag.

In the south Indian eco-
region, mangroves at
Muthupet in Tiruvarur dis-
trict, Ramanathapuram,
and a small part of south-
ern Kerala were consi-
dered for the study. Man-
grove ecosystems are
important for biodiversity
conservation, provision of
essential goods and servic-
es to local communities,

=

Vulnerable spot: The IUCN
says that threats to mangroves
are rapidly evolving. FILE PHOTO

and reducing the impact of
climate change.

According to the IUCN,
threats to mangroves were
rapidly evolving. “In the
past, we saw degradation
due to wood exploitation,
deforestation owing to
agriculture, and shrimp
farming, and indirect im-
pacts due to dam construc-
tion altering freshwater
and sediment fluxes. To-
day, mangroves face addi-
tional challenges due to cli-
mate change, including
sea-level rise and an in-
creased frequency and se-
verity of cyclonic storms,”
it said.

In Tamil Nadu, accord-
ing to the Indian State of
Forest Report, the extent
of mangroves had doubled
from 23 sq.km. in 2001 to
45 sq.km. in 2021. R. Rama-
subramaniam, senior coas-

tal system research fellow
at M.S. Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation and
one of the authors of the
IUCN study for south In-
dian, Sri Lankan and the
Maldives ecosystem, said
that mangrove degradation
was not as serious in Tamil
Nadu as in the neighbour-
ing islands. “Muthupet suf-
fered a lot of damage in the
Gaja Cyclone,” he said.

According to the Forest
Department, mangrove
restoration had been com-
pleted on 25 sq.km. in Na-
gapattinam, Tiruvaur, Cud-
dalore, Pudukottai,
Ramanathapuram, Tiru-
vallur, and Villupuram dis-
tricts. Further, another 15
sq.km. of mangroves are
proposed to be restored in
these districts under the
World Bank-funded Tamil
Nadu Coastal Restoration
Mission.

An official said that be-
sides ensuring scientific
management of mangroves
to facilitate adequate influx
of freshwater within the
mangrove plantations, the
State government was also
recognising the role of lo-
cal communities in pro-
tecting mangroves. For
this, 20 village panels had
been constituted for locals
to take ownership of man-
grove ecosystems and be-
nefit from it, officials said.

Source: The Hindu, | June 2024, page 6
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40 ‘safe’ routes to be opened for trekking in TN by July-end

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chemal

TREKKING enthusiasts may
soon get a taste of the beautiful
natural landscapes of Tamil
Nadu as the government is all
set to open 40 ‘safe’ trekking
routes falling in 15 forest divi-
sions for public bookings by
July end, if all goes according
to plan.

This comes six years after
the 2018 Kurangani hills forest
fire which led to the death of 23
trekkers. After the tragedy, the
government had shut down all
the trekking routes. Though
trekking rules were subse-
quently notified, the activity
never took off partly due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

However, the forest depart-
ment has now decided to allow
trekking and prepared an atlas
containing 40 trek routes. It is
proposed to establish basic fa-
cilities on all the routes at a
cost of ¥4 crore. TNIE has ac-
cessed the list of the approved
trails, which are a mix of easy,
moderate and tough treks.

For example, Parsonsvally-
Mukurthi hut trek in Nilgiris,
Topslip-Pandaravarai in Polla-
chi, Sembukarai-Perumalmudi
in Coimbatore and Vattakanal-
Vellagavi in Kodaikanal are
some of the high-octane adven-
ture treks involving steep
climbs and passes through
stunning landscapes.

Chief Wildlife Warden Srini-

e

The move comes six years after the 2018
Kurangani hills forest fire which led

to the death of 23 trekkers. After the
tragedy, the government had shut down
all trekking routes | FiLepic

vas R Reddy told TNIE, “We
have identified 119 trekking
routes. In the first phase, 40
routes will be opened. We are
currently working on various
other modalities.”
Environment secretary Su-
priva Sahu said over 400 guides,
all local tribes, have been roped-
in and necessary training was
being given. “All the bookings
will be routed through Tamil
Nadu Wilderness Experiences
Corporation (TNWEC), which
will shortly be renamed as
Tamil Nadu Nature Heritage
Corporation. Bulk of the reve-
nue will go to eco-development
committees (EDCs). The idea is
to create a local economy and
improve the standard of living

of tribes and traditional arti-
sans in these remote areas.”
Sahu said jurisdictional dis-
trict forest officers have been
instructed to send teams along
with guides to take videos and
photos of approved trek routes
for familiarisation before the
booKkings are open.

Vismiju Viswanathan,
TNWEC officer on special duty,
told TNIE that work on the por-
tal, training and documenta-
tion of trails are going simulta-
neously. “We hope to launch the
portal by July end.”

He said there are plans to tie-
up with professional trekking
organisations that will only
complement the department’s
efforts.

S SENTHIL KUMAR (@ Coinibatore

HE loud horns of a chug-
ging train or the serene
views from the window seat
barely caught the attention
of K Kalidasan. The 56-year-old was
lost in a daunting thought on his
way back from Chennai. He was
worried over the capital city's water
woes and the picture of Chennaiites
buying can water to meet their daily
needs left him pondering.

Well-known among his peers as a
green warrior who dedicated over
two decades of his life to preserve
flora and fauna, Kalidasan stands
tall when it comes to selfless contri-
butions and services towards forest
and wildlife. Serving as a wildlife
board member; he also heads ‘Osai’
(sound), a Coimbatore based NGO,
which has always been a front-run-
ner in opposing projects that are det-
rimental to the environment.
This nature lover also seaks
intervention of the chief
minister, forest depart-
ment heads, collectors,
among others, against
such anti-nature moves,
while working in tandem
with the environmentalists
of Kerala, Karnataka and Goa
to save the Western Ghats.

Though a graduate in Physies,
Kalidasan always had a liking for
Tamil literature, and was inspired
by Poovulagin Nanbargal Nedun-
cheliyan and Jayachandran of the
Tamil Green Movement, who in
turn shifted his focus
towards nature.
Despite tak-

ing up the job of a junior assistant
at a nationalised bank in the 1990s,
Kalidasan was keen on keeping his
inner fire ablaze to serve nature. In
2000, he quit his job and stepped
into the shoes of a full-time
environmentalist.

“When I got to know about the
state of Chennai water crisis, I real-
ised how fortunate Coimbatore resi-
dents are, as we have been gifted
with the Siruvani waterfalls. Later
on, I started focussing more on wa-
ter resources and was amazed by the
rarities of the Western Ghats. The
entire south India, not just Coimbat-
ore, depends upon the Western
Ghats for water resources, and I
knew I had to do something to pre-
serve this gift,” says Kalidasan, a
two-time member of the State Board
for Wildlife.

‘What followed was an array of
services, including the provision of

assistance to the forest depart-
ment for condueting the wild-
life census in 2005. Joining
hands with the TN Green
Movement, Osai played a
major role in preventing the
implementation of the Un-
ion government’s proposal
for a new train service con-
necting Mettupalayam and
Samrajnagar via the Sathyaman-
iger Reserve.

“During the census, we found as
many as 10-12 tigers existed in the
Sathyamangalam forest, which was
not even declared a sanctuary back
then. In the case of the new train
route, most people were in

support of the project.
However, we opposed the
move as it would have
hindered free movement
of animals,” said Kali-
dasan, who had also ap-
pealed to the Union gov-
ernment team to opt for a
- different route connect-
ing Sathyamangalam and

Erode railway station.

After long talks, the central
team caved in and decided to drop
the proposal for a route via the tiger
reserve, much to the credit of Osai.
This is an isolated incident as Osai

Source:

The New Indian Express, 26 June 2024, page 2

‘OSAI' ECHOES OVER THE

WESTERN GHATS

K Kalidasan from Coimbatore is a wildlife board member
and head of an NGO, which has always been a front-runner
in opposing projects that are detrimental to the environment
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depends upon the Western Ghats forwater resources, and |
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knew | had to do something to preserve this gift

K Kalidasan

instance, in 2002, Osai teamed up
with a farmers’ association, TN
Green Movement, traders’ groups
and other political outfits, and
staged a stir in Anaikatti against
Kerala's attempt to construct a
check dam at Mukkali, which led to
eventual dropping of the proposal.
According to Kalidasan, the TN
government should restrict unnec-
essary constructions and road wid-
ening activities in the name of de-
velopment across the Nilgiris, and
set an example for the neighbouring
states of Kerala and Karnataka.
“Nilgiris is the major water source
of Kongu region, and if the former’s
environment is tampered with, di-

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 June 2024, page 2

Hence, development work should be
prohibited in Nilgiris, and a sepa-
rate policy must be formulated to
protect hilly regions’ environment,”
appealed Kalidasan, who has also
served as a member of the Anamalai
Tiger Reserve Conservation Foun-
dation and the TN State Coastal
Zone Management Authority.

As a person who has given lec-
tures regarding environmental
conservation and global warming
to over six lakh students over the
past 25 years, this nature enthusi-
ast stands firm on his goal to hand
over the beauty of Western Ghats
to the generations yet to come in
the next 100 years and more.

PIC: S SENBAGA PANDIYR)
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As per Kalidasan, Tamil Nadu
should restrict unnecessary
tonstructions in the Nilgins &
and set an example for Kerala §€4
and Karnataka | Frepic
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal

THE Tamil Nadu government
will set up an international air-
port on 2,000 acres of land in
Hosur with a capacity to han-
dle 30 million passengers a year
to cater to the increasing indus-
trial needs of Krishnagiri and
Dharmapuri districts, Chief
Minister M K Stalin told the As-
sembly on Thursday.

Making the announcement
under Rule 110 of the Assembly,
the CM underscored the need to
enhance connectivity to Hosur
and support numerous manu-
facturing and industrial units

Social and Economic Services

8 7o scav j0un paxavean §
State govt to build int’l airport in Hosur on 2,000 acres

in and around the city that are
attracting investments in elec-
tronics and electric vehicles
manufacturing.

He said the state government
has been carrying out several
farsighted measures to bring in
modern infrastructure in Ho-
sur. The new master plan for
Hosur is about to be com-
pleted soon, he said. He
added that the govern-
ment felt an airport
was needed in Hosur
to help the socio-eco-
nomic development of
Krishnagiri and Dhar-
mapuri region.

“The new airport will foster
atwin-city ecosystem with Ben-
galuru propelling growth in
both Tamil Nadu and Karnata-
ka,” Industries Minister TRB
Rajaa later said in a statement
while extending his heartfelt
thanks to the CM for the an-
nouncement. “This project will
enhance connectivity and
stimulate economie

growth, benefiting not only Ho-
sur but also neighbouring dis-
tricts of Dharmapuri and Sa-
lem, while providing a
significant boost to parts of
Bengaluru,” Rajaa said.

“The airport will undoubt-
edly enhance the region’s con-
nectivity and attract further
investments, solidifying Ho-
sur’s position as a major indus-

The state government has been carrying out several farsighted
infr

s to bring in

Chief Minister M K Stalin

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 June 2024, page 6

All land documents are just a click away

I ture to Hosur. A master

plan for Hosur is about to be completed soon. An airport is
needed in Hosur to help the socio-economic development of the
Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri region

trial and economic hub,” said
DrJ Jeyaranjan, vice-chairper-
son of the State Planning
Commission.

When asked about the policy
of not allowing any new air-
port to be set up within 150km
radius of an existing airport,
an industry department source
said that it is a contractual ob-
ligation and not a law. “We are
aware of it and decision was
taken after holding discussions
with the stakeholders, includ-
ing Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL), the op-
erator of Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA)..”  P7

The Survey And Settlement Directorate Digitised Land Record Management

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Residents need
not longer run from pillar to
post for land-related paper-
work like patta transfers,
land boundary measure-
ments, and village maps.
Now they are just a click
away as the survey and sett-
lement directorate has digi-
tised land record manage-
ment.

Earlier the process was
cumbersome for the buyer
and seller, and required a
compulsory visit to the taluk
officefor patta transfer, requ-
esting measurement of land
and for all land record based
services. Now the entire pro-
cess is online, cuts short the
timerequired to getthe docu-
ments and weeds out corrup-
tion toan extent.

This was made possible
duetotheintegration of soft-
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registration offices 1 details related to land and
1 feeds them into registrati
» Document registered and taken | dep:mi';‘t'm;f’;ﬂe "
mbﬂage z‘;’"""f:;“":h"eflfit } > Sale deed registered
» Documents verified - i ' S
matches wi 1 » Instructions sent from
es with revenuerecords 3 istration department
> Ifitmatchesitissenttodeputy ! software to revenue
tahsildar for final approval ! department software
]

» Patta approved online

» SMS sent to buyer/seller

wareused by therevenueand
registration departments.
The automatic mutation or
transfer of patta that does
not involve subdivisions is
one of the key outcomes of
the integration.

The title change in the
patta is made within a minu-
te after the buyer registers
the the property he purcha-

sed without any subdivision.
This is called fulfilled patta
and can be downloaded from
https://eservices.tn.gov.in
by entering the relevant de-
tails. The buyer will get an
SMS.

However, if one person is
subdividing his land parcel
and selling it to many, the
application will land in the

login of the village admini-
strative officer or surveyor.
The patta will be issued wit-
hin 30days.

“On average, 85,000 patta
registrations happen in sub-
registrar offices across the
state, and of this 33,000 are
fulfilled pattas. Till date, we
haveissued5.751akhsinstan-
taneously,” said Madhusud-
han Reddy, Director of Sur-
vey and Settlement. The pur-
chaser’s name will also appe-
ar instantly on the
encumbrance certificate.

Since last year, the trans-
fer of Natham Patta has also
been digitsed and till date,
over 49,333 applications have
been disposed of. “There are
a total of 302 rural taluks in
Tamil Nadu, and out of this,
211 have been computerised
and the remaining 91 will be
done in three months,” ex-
plained Reddy.

Another benefit of the di-

gitisationisthatland owners
will not need to run from pil-
lar to post and wait for
months toget their land mea-
sured. This process is called
the F-Line measurement,
and the process isonline.
"Upon submitting the re-
quest, the applicant will get
anIDtotrack hisrequestand
acknowledgement. He or she
will get an SMS on the status
too. We have made it more ac-
countable and transparent,”
added Reddy. This process
was introduced in November
2023, and to date, 24,713 appli-
cations have been disposed
of. Satish Galley, a social acti-
vist, said that the patta trans-
fer does not happen immedi-
ately. “In some cases, it does
not happen immediately.
Sub-division transfer takes
even more time. Officials
must monitor the pending
applications and rectify the
glitches,” he explained.

Source: The Times of India, 27 June 2024, page 4
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TN to re-purpose e-gov directorate
for secure transition to paperless era

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

TAMIL Nadu Information
Technology department will be
re-purposing and segregating
thedirectorate of e-governance
with Standard Setting and En-
forcement wings to ensure a
secure transition of govern-
ance to a digital, paperless era,
according to Information Tech-
nology and Digital Services
Minister Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan.

The minister; during the dis-
cussion on demand for grants
to his department, said, “It has
become imperative to create
and enforce standards in the
areas of application develop-
ment, data hosting, data shar-
ing, and cyber security through
a dedicated and independent
organisation thatisatan arm’s
distance from the implement-
ing agencies such as TNeGA
and ELCOT.”

The minister also proposed
to undertake a reorganisation
of ELCOT, TNeGA, TANFI-
NET, TACTV, ICT Academy,
TVA, and the iTNT Hub — the
institutions under IT and dig-
ital services department — on
principles of specialisation
and complementarity to ensure
efficiency and effectiveness in
service delivery. These institu-
tions were set up over the
last four decades and
have assumed various
functions and roles in a
manner resulting in an
overlap. Each of these
institutions will be gov-
erned as Section § com- ¢
panies to ensure
transparency
and account-

&

Quick look

'I ELCOT to develop
an IT Park/ office
space on around
3.6 acres of land at
Perungudi
Industrial Estate

An allocatlon of

%50 lakh every
year will be made as
recurring expenditure
to expand Tamil
learning — teaching
activities of Tamil
Virtual Acadenmy

In order to enhance the usage of Tamil language In
the era of Al and garnering data for developing Al
tools for Tamill, an allocation of 22 crore will be made for a

Provislon of Internet Protocol Televislon
services at an affordable cost

ICTACT

0
establish an
applied
research
centre In ICT

project perlod of two years for conversion of around 15 lakh
Image pages In Tamll Virtual Academy's digital library Into text

format using OCR technology

ability, he said.

The government will release
a Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Policy
this year to drive utilisation of
advanced research-based deep
tech inventions and to support
startups, he added.

Thiaga Rajan also announced
that ground control survey us-
ing Differential Global Position-
ing System (DGPS) utilis-

ing the Continuously
Operating Reference
Station (CORS) will be
carried out for improv-
ing the positional ac-
curacy of satellite
data and for geo-
referencing

the village

and ur-

Palanivel Thiaga Rajan

ban cadastral maps, thereby
creating a cadastral fabric of
the entire state.

The seamless spatial frame-
work of cadastral data will be
created at a cost of ¥15 crore
through convergence of funds
under schemes implemented by
coordinating departments and
shall be used for their planning,
project monitoring, and policy
making.

He also said that during the
financial year 202425, TANFI-
NET is to connect 30,000 govern-
ment health service providers,
including primary health cen-
tres, government colleges, and
other institutions in remote ar-
eas, with high-speed and afford-
able internet bandwidth.

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 June 2024, page 4

‘Measures being taken to revamp
Registration Department software’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Registration and Commer-
cial Taxes Minister P. Moor-
thy on Wednesday said
that steps were being taken
to upgrade the Registration
Department’s software to
STAR 3.0 from STAR 2.0 to
ease the document regis-
tration process.

For the next generation
services in computerisa-
tion using the latest tech-
nologies, Artificial Intelli-
gence and process
automation, a revamp of
STAR 2.0 was proposed

and announced in 2023-
2024, with the introduc-
tion of STAR 3.0. The go-
vernment had accorded
sanction for ¥323.45 crore
for the 5-year STAR 3.0
project, according to the
Stamps and Registration
Department policy note
for 2024-25, tabled by the
Minister in the Assembly
on Wednesday.

A consultant for the pro-
ject had been identified
through TNeGA. A tender
was floated and the evalua-
tion of bids was under way,
Mr. Moorthy said, in his
reply to the debate on the

demand for grants to the
Registration and Commer-
cial Taxes Department.

The Minister said that
commercial taxes account-
ed for 73.5% and registra-
tion 14% of Tamil Nadu's
Own Tax Revenue. The Re-
gistration and Commercial
Taxes Department generat-
ed a revenue of ¥4,19,359
crore in the three years of
the DMK government, he
said. He also announced
that 36 new Registration
Office buildings with up-
graded facilities would be
set up in 2024-25 at a cost
of 00 crore.

Source: The Hindu, 27 June 2024, page 3
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Transfer of pattais now instantafter
registering property sans sub-division

Scheme becomes fully operational with integration of registration & revenue portals: Official

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

‘THE automatic transfer of patta
ownership for properties that do
not involve the creation of sub-
divisions is now instantaneous,
thanks to the integration of reg-
istration and revenue portals.

When a buyer purchases a
1and parcel, house or other prop-
erty that does not require any
change in the extent of the land,
the title 1s updated Instantly on
the online patta portal upon reg-
istration. The online patta can
e downloaded withina few min-
utes from https://eservices.tn.
govin by entering details such as
district, taluk, town/village, sur-
vey number, and sub-division,
according to officials.

Once the property is regis-
tered, the new land owner’s
name will appear instantly on
the encumbrance certificate,
‘which can be viewed through the
registration portal at https://tn-
reginet. govin/portal/. “Similar-
1y, 1and buyers can view and
download online patta instantly
after registration. This transfer

Revenue dept receives three lakh applications seeking patta each manth | fie pic

will only occur if the property
seller has an individual patta in
their name, and the extent of the
property remains unchanged,”
Madhusudhan Reddy. Director
of Survey and Settlement, said.
Reddy added that currently,
about 85,000 documents are reg-
istered every month at sub-regis-
trar offices across the state, with
33,000 not requiring subdivision
creation. “During the registra-
tion process, text alerts are sent
to land buyers, and once regis-

Source: The New Indian Express,

(Right) Source: The New Indian Express,
27 June 2024, page 6

tration is completed, a text alert
confirming the title transfer will
be sent,” he said.

If the sellers do not have patta
in their names, buyers have to
apply for patta through e-seva
centres, which will be approved
within 15 days. “For patta re-
quests requiring a survey for
property subdivision, revenue
officials directed to complete the
exercise within 30 days,” Reddy
added.

The revenue departments re-

ceive about three lakh applica-
tions seeking patta each month.
“About two lakh applications are
pending across the state. Previ-
ously, delays in issuing patta
were due toashortage of survey-
ors and staff. Now, with the va-
cancies filled, we have set dead-
lines for processing patta
requests,” Reddy said.

This initiative is expected to
benefit people who purchase
apartments or individual hous-
es/land parcels from approved
layouts, which typically do not
involve subdivision of property.
The automatic land transfer ini-
tiative was launched three years
ago, but it took several days for
title changes to be updated as the
earlier system required approval
from revenue authorities. “Now,
with the integration of registra-
tion and revenue portals, the
scheme is fully implemented
statewide,” an official said.

He added that the patta docu-
ment includes a QR code for
verification through the portal,
and online patta is legally valid
without official attestation.

|7 June 2024, page 4

Number of registrations
in TN dropped by 3.44%
in 2023-24: Policy note

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

THERE has been a 3.44% decline
in the number of registration of
documents during 2023-24, com-
pared to the previous financial
year of 2022.2023, according to
the policy note tabled by Com.-
mercial Taxes and Registration
department minister P Moor-
thy at the Assembly on
Wednesday.

The fall is significant
since registration de-
partment showed a rise
InTegistration since 2020.
According to the figures,
the documents registered in
2022-23 were 34.41 lakh, but it
came down to 33.22 lakh in 2023-
24, However, the revenue collec-
tion from registration went up by
8.84 % from 17,296 crore in 2022-23
10318,825 crore in 2023-24.

Meanwhile, the policy note
pointed out the registration de-
partment has been implement-
ngblock chain technology for all
the digitised documents regis-
tered from May 1, 2023. Since the
digitised documents under this
methodology have time stamps,
the genuineness of the registered
documents is being ensured
without giving any room for edit-
ingand related frauds. This meth-
odology is now being adopted for
all the digitised documents.

Meanwhile, the government
has accorded sanction for 2.22

TEN Vol. | Issue 2 June 2024
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Gross collection of
dept up by ¥8.5K crore

The gross revenue collection
of Commercial Taxes
Department without Goods
Service Tax (GST) is #1.26
lakh crore for financial year
(2023-2024).which is more
than 8,500 crore registered
during the previous year
(%117 lakh crore),
according to the policy
note

crore for digitising
records for the period from
May 1, 1950 to December 31,
1974 at a cost of T36.58 crore. Ten-
derhas beenfloated and bid eval-
uation process is under progress.
This comes as more Persons opt
for applying for encumbrance
certificate for the period from
1950 t0 1974. As of now, Encum-
brance Certificate for the period
prior to 1975 is being issued
manually
For the next generation serv-
ices in computerisation using
the latest technologies, Artificial
Intelligence and process automa-
tion, revamping of STAR 2.0 was
proposed and announced in the
year 2023-2024. The consultant of
the project has been identified
through Tamil Nadu e-govern-
ance agency Tender was floated
and bid evaluation is under
process.
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34,000 cr for developing
10,000 km of rural roads

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday announced the second
phase of rural road develop-
ment scheme aimed at improv-
ing a 10,000 km of rural roads
at a cost of 4,000 crore in the
next two years. The CM’s rural
roads development scheme was
announced in January 2023,
and for the first phase, 4,000
crore was allocated to improve
roads in panchayat unions and
village panchayvats. So far,
works on 8,120 km have been
completed.

Announcing the second
phase in the Assembly under
Rule 110, Stalin said there has
been a direct link between the
welfare of rural people and the
investment made in road infra-

structure. “Tamil Nadu has 1.38
lakh km of rural roads and
panchayat union roads. Im-
provement of this and provid-
ing road connectivity increases
business efficiency in rural ar-
eas. Quality roads increase the
income of rural people. Be-
sides, they enhance education-
al and health services, bridging
socio-economic imbalances.
Hence, this government always
accords priority to improve
roads connecting remote vil-
lages, and other services linked
to villages,” he added.

Stalin also pointed out that in
the last three years, plan ap-
proval has been given for lay-
ing 16,596 km of rural roads
and 425 elevated bridges at a
cost of ¥9,324.49 crore under
various schemes.

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 June 2024, page 4

....................................... TP T TP PP P e P T e P T SR LR R R LA R R LR e R AR SR LR Rt

State sees tourism boost; more than 10cr
domestic visitors from Jan to April

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Around10.15 crore
domestic tourists and 4.97
lakh foreign tourists have
visited the state in Jan-April
period, said tourism minis-
ter K Ramachandran. This
shows a continuing revival
since pandemic years. In
2021, the state received only
11.5 crore domestic tourists.

Thisnumber increased to
21.85 crore in 2022 and to 28.61
crore in 2023. In Jan-March
this year, TN received 7.7
crore domestic tourists
while the number was 6.6
crore in the same period last
year.

Boathouses too are get-
ting a good number of vis-
itors. Around 23.15 lakh peo-
ple took boat rides in Jan-

&

State govt is speeding up infrastructure work at
different tourist destinations at a cost of 100
crore. Most projects are likely to be ready in

a year or two

May of this year.

As arrivals are steadily
increasing since the dip dur-
ing the pandemic, state govt
is speeding up infrastruc-
ture work at different desti-
nationsatacostof 100 crore.
Mostprojects are indifferent
stages of completion and is
likely to be ready in a year or
two.

Improvements include
building wooden cabins,
tree-top houses, tent camp-
ing sites in Ooty, overall de-
velopment of Kolli Hills, Ja-

wadu Hills, Yelagiri, boating
facilities at Andipalayam
lakein Tiruppurdistrict, set-
ting up of adventure tou-
rism, open-air camping sites
at Vathalmalai in Dharma-
puri district, amenities at
Courtallam falls, beautifica-
tion of Muttam beach and
Triparappu falls in Kanya-
kumari, watersports at
Muthukooda beach in Pudu-
kottai, said the minister af-
ter areview meeting. In addi-
tion to this, work is also un-
derway on some projects that

were announced after the
govt took over, including la-
ser lighting at Tiruvalluvar
statue, Poompuhar Kali Koo-
dam in Poompuhar.

Hill stations in the state
are seeing a large influx of
tourists from neighbouring
states as people have begun
to prefer road trips instead
of booking group tours.
Travel and tour operators
say the surge in domestic
travellers is due to prefer-
ence for short vacations.

Thomas Cook and SOTC
(travel agencies) have seen
an increase of 25% in ‘driva-
cations’ to destinations that
are closer to home or driva-
ble destinations with in-
creased length of stay from
three to four days to five to
seven days.

Source: The Times of India, 17 June 2024, page 4
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TN forms panel to prepare
green logistics plan for city

CSHIVAKUMAR @chennai

IN a bid to decarbonise the logis-
tics sector by promoting green
logistics, the state government
has formed a 22-member Chen-
nai City Logistics Coordination
Committee headed by special of-
ficer of Chennai Unified Metro-
palitan Transport Authority I
Jayakumar as chairperson, a
government order has said.

According to sources, the state
is preparing a city logistics plan
for Chennai and Coimbatore.
While Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation is pre-
paring the logistics plan for
Coimbatore, CUMTA is prepar-
ing the plan for Chennai.

The other important mem-
bers of the committee include
Chennai corporation commis-
sioner, managing director of
Tamil Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation and manag-
ing director of Chennai Metro
Rail among others. A CUMTA of-
ficial said the committee will
help develop a logistics plan for

Chennai metropolitan area that
maps the current freight per-
formance of the city, to define its
present and future needs, quick
reform areas and long-term plan
of action. The plan will also take
into account futuristic technol-
ogy, including ‘flying taxis’ for
supply of cargo across the city.
“Though only a workshop has
been held, the setting up of the
entire infrastructure for the
drones will take time,” the offl-
cial said.

“We also held a stakeholders
conference with the Madras
Chamber of Commerce. The
committee will be working with
academic institutions, civil soci-

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 June 2024, page 5
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Syllabus for classes 6-9 will include basics on Al; robotics lab  EEEEETRE Jan 25 will be observed ¢
in each district will be established at a cost of ¥15.43 crore

CHENNAI
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ety organisations (community-
based organisations, traders as-
sociations, resident welfare
associations) and non-govern-
mental organisations to host
stakeholder consultations for
evaluating city-specific enablers
and formulating implementable
action plans.

According to the GO, meetings
of the city logistics coordination
panel will be held once in a quar-
ter and at shorter intervals as
determined by the chairperson.

The government has released
alogistics policy for the next five
years, which isaimed atdevelop-
ing the sector in the state to sup-
port economic growth. The poli-
cy includes an integrated
logistics plan for the next decade
to align with emerging require-
ments and industry
developments.

One of the key objectives of
the policy is to reduce the envi-
ronmental impact of logistics
sector by promoting a shift from
road to eco-friendly rail and
coastal shipping.

11 N
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sacrifice of those who la

DTCP rejig for better urban growth planned

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennal

ONLY 5% of Tamil Nadu, ex-
cluding Chennai, has planned
urban growth as most other
parts of the state do not have
masterplans. In a bid to ensure
that other parts of the state
also benefit from planned ur-
ban development, the Directo-
rate of Town and Country Plan-
ning (DTCP), the nodal agency
for town planning in the state,
is being restructured, Housing
Minister S Muthusamy has told
the Assembly.

More number of qualified
planners will be appointed and
revenue sources for urban de-
velopment authorities across
the state will be augmented
through the restructuring exer-
cise, a top DTCP official told
TNIE.

On the lines of CMDA, the
state has six planning authori-
ties in Hosur; Tiruppur, Salem,
Coimbatore, Madurai and
Tiruchy. By restructuring

The state had earlier planned to create a common pool of town planners for DTCP,
(MDA and local bodies. but dropped it owing to feasibility issues | express

DTCE the authorities will draw
up plans for towns like flood
ravaged Thoothukudi and en-
sure restrictions in seismic
prone zones while construet-
ing buildings.

The institution for the last 20
to 20 years was limited to only
granting approvals and the de-

partment hardly had qualified
town planners unlike Chennai
to look after sectors like trans-
port and masterplan, he added.
This comes after Housing Min-
ister § Muthusamy made the
announcement to restructure
DTCP on Friday.

“Firstly, we will be hiring a

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 June 2024, page 4

consultant to study which all
posts are viable in DTCP and is
in tune with the current urban
planning. Since there have been
huge changes with the coming
of electric vehicles, hydrogen
emerging as a fuel, disaster re-
silient planning, focus will be
on bringing reforms in plan-
ning. and re-engineer manpow-
er,” the official said.

It may be noted that
Thoothukudi, Madurai and
Tirunelveli are seeing lot of in-
vestments as new projects are
taking shape.

Interestingly, DTCP, which
has a sanctioned strength of
801, is facing shortage of quali-
fied planners. Majority of the
staff are recruited on a tempo-
rary basis.

According to sources, urban
local bodies do not have town
planners with gualifications.
The restructuring of DTCP will
ensure adequate manpower for
office operations by identify-
ing staffing needs, particularly

planners and technical per-
sons, and developing recruit-
ment strategies to attract quali-
fied professionals.

“By refining DTCP's vision
and strategic formulation, the
goal is to effectively plan and
execute urban development
projects. This restructuring
will enable better coordination,
resource allocation and policy
implementation, fostering sus-
tainable urban growth and en-
hancing livability standards
across designated urban are-
as,” the official said.

Earlier, the state had pro-
posed to create a common pool
of town planners well acquaint-
ed with development control
regulations for CMDA, DTCP
and local bodies to facilitate
planned urban and rural devel-
opment. But this proposal was
dropped as it was not feasible to
merge the town planning de-
partments with local bodies
where engineers double up as
town planners.
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The Space In Koyambedu Will Become A Permanent
Facility For Art, Handicrafts, And Food Stalls

8-acre CMBT to turn
cultural, commerc1al hub

//\

%rrglhus area

Vivek.Narayanan@
timesgroup.com

he Chennai Mo-

fussil Bus Termi-

nus (CMBT) in Koy-

ambedu, which once

bustled with buses and
where the scent of diesel is till thick,
is now empty as the buses have shift-
ed to Kilambakkam, but will soon
transform into a cultural, commer-
cial and financial hub.

A 48-acre plot will become a per-
manent facility for art, handicrafts,
and food stalls. A major portion will
be turned into a commercial site
where private and govt offices, com-
panies will be set up with a financial
hub as part of a commercial-cum-
recreational space. “We plan to have
a permanent open-air market with
a food plaza and craft bazaar. It will
feature permanent stalls promoting
art and handicrafts from across the
state. Shops will be open year-round,
attracting domestic tourists and be-
coming a significant point of attrac-
tion,” said a housing and urban de-
velopment department official.

The multi-modal hub with a met-
ro rail station on the campus that
connects it to the airpert and rail-
way stations is ideal for financial
institutions, convention centres and
govt offices, he added. A park is
planned on the spot currently occu-
pied by the stand for private buses.
*“This 16-acre plot will serve as a lung
space that will include a children’s
play area, We plan to connect both
facilities despite Kaliamman Koil

By

T

;

CMBT

was on the
periphery of
the Chennai Metr
ropolitan Area (CMA) when it was
first proposed. Now, it's a prime loca-
tion, presenting a great opportunity
to transition the zone into a livable,
greener and more sustainable part.
“CMBT metro railway station is an
added advantage. Therefore, the re-
development must promote public
transport and encourage walking
and cycling. The existing land use in
the area is predominantly commer-
cial and residential, ca.l.u.ng for high-
density and high-rised

CMBT area

FACT FILE
CMBT opened in Nov 2022 at a cost of 2103 crore

A total of about 2,000 buses were operated from
CMBT on weekdays and 2,500 on weekends

1.5 lakh passengers used the facility

with enough green cover to serve as
a lung space at the city level,” said
K P Subramanian, an urban plan-
ning expert, stressing the need for
transit-oriented development.
Architects say infrastructure
should be sustainable, inclusive and
cater to different age groups and
genders, while developers feel it can
be anew commercial district similar
to Guindy. Property her

Opera\mns to southern Tamil Nadu shifted to
bus terminus Dec 2023

Buses to western Tamil Nadu and Bengaluru will be
shite o Kuihambakbam once the workisdone

PROPOSAL

A multi-crore project to convert CMBT intoa.
cultural, commercial, and financial hub s being
planned

lieve a permanent b

talls will be in place
and of Tamil Nadu

will boost tourism. “With enhanced
footfalls year round, it will benefit
businesses such as eateries, retail-
ers"‘ said Sanjay Chugh, city head

irector of Anarock Property

There will be food stalls with delicacies from across
the country

IT and finance companies, govt offices, convention
centre, open air theatre are other facilities are being
planned

(Right) Source: The Times of India,
I8 June 2024, page 3

(Left) Source: The Times of India, 21
June 2024, page 4

Vivek.
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The much-antici-
pated Global Sports City, ex-
pected to transform Sem-
menchery and Old Mahaba-
lipuram Road (OMR), is get-
ting closer to realisation.
The Chennai Metropolitan
Development Authority
(CMDA) has invited tenders
to select a consultant to con-

INAGIST

» Fogtball grounds
» Large - Large stadium
> Velodrome
» Olympic-size

swimmingpool
» Accomodation for

duct a tech ic fea-
sibility report and provide
transaction advisory servi
ces for the development of
the facility The facility was
announced in March 2023.

The locality is expected
to see significant develop-
ment in real estate, inclu
ding rentals, say developers.
However, the govt must im-
prove the infrastructure in
theinterior partsof OMR.

To be built on 100 acres be-
hind Sathyabama Univer:
ty, nearly 28km from the ¢
it is to be developed as a self-
eontained facility with faci-
lities on a par with global
standards and to create an
em catering to athle-
tes, coaches, support staff,
spectators.

i

Thesportscity will inclu-
de a wide range of facilities,
such as stadiums, arenas,
traininggrounds, andsports
academies. "It will also host
sports events, ranging from
local competitions to inter-
national tournaments. This
would boost the economy
and attract tourists,” explai-
neda CMDA official

Tn addition to preparing
architectural designs for a
state-of-the-art sporting fa
cility, the selected consul-
tant will envision supporti-
ve developments in the ho-
spitality and tourism sec
tors and commercial and
retail developments to en-

hance the viability of the fa-
cility.

"The access routes to the
sportseity from OMR and ro-
ads will be studied. This will
help creaie connectivity
with the proposed grid of ro-
ads planned by the CMDA. A
flood mitigation plan will al-
so be prepared. Sponge
parks, which can absorb
maximum surface runoff
and prevent flooding, will al
so be part of the landscape,”
he added

Urban planners have ur-
ged the CMDA to conduct a
traffic survey with projected
growth for the next soyears
“Infrastructure and basic

Global Sports City taking
shape, to transform OMR

CMDA Floats Tender To Select Consultant To Conduct Feasibility Study

amenities should precede
developments. A hierarchy
of road networks and basic
infrastructure like water
supply, underground sewa-
ge systems, stormwater dra-
ins, and electricity, among
others, should be planned
and provided. Planned roads
should meet the projected
demand for vehicles. Par-
kingand trafficdiversionro-
utes should also be studied
and prepared. Public trans
port connectivity should al-
sobeensured,”said K P Sub-
ramanian, an urban plan-
ningexpert.

Coupled with the upco-
ming metro rail line, is ex-
pected to spur a hoom in ur-
ban infrastructure. "The
Semmenchery micro-mar-
ket will pick up, and develop-
ment will expand beyond
Sholinganallur. We expect 10
to 12 percent growth in real
estate, both residential and
commetrcial. Many families
would relocate near this fa
eility to provide their child-
ren with the finest coaching,
This will boost the rental
segment,” said Ranjeeth
Rathod, managing director
of DRA Homes,
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‘CM’'s Thayumanavar Scheme will
benefit over 5 lakh urban poor’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The pilot programme of
the Chief Minister’s Thayu-
manavar Scheme began in
Chennai and Nagapatti-
nam on Wednesday. Mayor
R. Priya flagged off the pro-

gramme in Chennai.

Finance Minister Than-
gam Thennarasu, who pre-
sented the State Budget for
2024-25, announced the
implementation of the
scheme “to launch a final
assault on poverty over the
next two years.”

Source: The Hindu, 20 June 2024, page 4

The Mayor said that the
scheme would benefit over
five lakh urban poor in Ta-
mil Nadu, including rag-
pickers, the destitute, un-
derprivileged children, wi-
dows, unmarried elderly
women, transpersons, and
persons with disabilities.

Everyone loves a hot, cheap meal

wide people with healthy, hyslenic meals at hi

Amma Canteens were started as a welfare measure to

v affordable costs. Over the decade. thetr number has come down across the

State, the quality of food has been watered down, the s

les have been whittled down. Yet. they remain

ular in some areas. Alshwaryvaa R. examines the

ENOMENon

ver a decade after the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment opened Amma Canteens to
improve food security for people of

the State, the outlets are still opera-
tional, though signs of distress are visible eve-
rywhere. In terms of government support and
clientele, not to mention the quality of food, they
are a pale shadow of what they were.

Launched on February 24, 2013, on the birth-
day of then Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, Amma
Canteens (or Unavagams) initially opened in
Chennai. Soon, they were expanded to different
towns and cities. In the city, the number grew to
407. The municipalities and the corporations ran
the canteens, subsidised heavily with the provi-
sions offered by the Civil Supplies Department.
The target was to operate 1,000 outlets, Idlis and
pongal for the breakfast, with piping hot sambar
and chutney, and sambar rice and curd rice for
lunch - all priced under #5 - were made availa-
ble to daily-wage workers, students rushing to
schools, people of itinerant communities, those
leaving for work early in the morning, and even
software employees lving away from their home
tows.

V. Vasudevan, an autorickshaw driver in Chen-
nai, captures the present dn'uugh the prism of
thepast “On a busy day, stopping by any Amma

Unavagam in the city W\:HI]d be the healthiest
‘break for many. B, these days, many canteens
are closed and some do not operate regularly.
Earlier, side dishes were practically unlimited,
‘but now they are restricted at certain Amma Un-
avagams”

The State government operates Amma Can-
teens in several districts. Chennai leads with 399
canteens, followed by Salem, 15; Tiruchi, 14; Mad-
urai, 12; Coimbatore, 10; Tiruppur and Tirunelve-
i, 10 each; and Thoothuludi, 8. Around Chennai,
there are two canteens each at Tambaram, Pal-
lavaram, i Magar, and Kanc
and one each at Chemgalpattu, Anakaputhur,
Pammal, Mzdurantzkam, and Sembakkam. Be-
fiore the bifurcation of Vellore district that includ-
ed the present-day Ranipet and Tirupattur dis-
tricts, 11 canteens were opened by Jayalalithaa in
2015, Cheyyar, Arani, Vandavasi, Tiropattur, Jo-
larpettai, Vaniyambadi, Ambur, Gudivatham, Pe-

tu, Ranipet,
Melvisharam, and Arcot have one canteen each.
This is not a comprehensive figure: the status of
MAMNY CAnteens remains unknown.

Free food during flocds
These days, pongal and idlis are served for break-
fast. For lunch, tomato rice, curry leaf rice, and
lemon rice, apart from curd rice and sambar rice,
are served. [inner options include chapathi and
dal. The prices have been the same since 2013:
idli is priced at ¥ apiece, two chapathis are
priced at I3 with side dish, curd rice with pickle
at ¥3 per serving, and other rice varieties at 5
per serving. These canteens also came to the res-
cue of people during the floods in 2015 and 2023
and during the COVID-9 lockdown, when they
provided free food to those who were stranded.
In Cheninai, 309 canteens have been function-
ingsince 2022. Deputy Mayor M. Magesh Kumaar
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s3ys some outlets in remote areas had to be
chosed becanse of low footfall. It may be recalled
that after coming to power, the DMK said it
would not disrupt the functioning of these can-
teens. In 2020, the then Chief Minister, Edappadi
K. Palaniswami, lzunched three Amma Canteens
on wheels in Chennai. Each vehicle cost 35.6
lakh. The status of these vehicles is also un-
known. However, a councillor says the issue will
be discussed ar the next meeting of the Greater
Chennai Corporation {GCC) Council.

Initially, the government hit upon the much-
lauded strategy of tasking women's self-help
groups with running these canteens. Cost-cut-
ting, downsizing, poor building infrastructure,
reduction in supplies, and lack of salary increas-
&5 have been the complaints of the workers over
the vears. AIADME organisation secretary and
former Minister [. Jayakumar says he has re-
ceived complaints about the decline in food qual-
ity at these canteens, and the government must
address the issues.

Kannamma (name changed) was employed
for 10 years at a kitchen that supplies to the can-
teens at Korattur and Madanankuppam. She had
taken a break from the work because ofhealthis-
sues. She claims that the Korattur canteen initial-
ly received 20,000 customers a day and the
number had come down to 4,000 a day a couple
of years ago. It now hovers around 140041500 a
day.

“Supplies cut down’

She says, “Provisions are not provided regularly.
Earlier, the workers could request for the provi-
sions whenever there was a requirement; now,
there is a schedule to be followed. For instance,
roughly four years agn, 45 kg of toor dal would be
used a month for preparing sambar

and sambar rice. This has been re-
ducedmskgamnn(h As

just one fitre. The same holds good for the supply
of sesame and groundnut oil, wheat, and rice. As
a result, the quality has come down.” Ward 84
councillor ]. John confirms her statement. A list
prepared at one of the canteens near Ambattur
reveals that 16 kg of polished rice, 4 kg of par-
boiled rice, and 6.5 kg of urad dal are used for
serving 1,000 customers.

Ewen the utensils and kitchen equipment have
not been replaced in a decade and are beyond re-
pair, she adds. Often, the workers would have to
pay out of their own pockets for lepan's without
any rei from the ©

The initial Corporation budget estimate for the
financial year 202223 indicated an expenditure
of ¥22 lakh for canteen equipment, but the re-
vised estimate showed no expense. Similarly, 2
lakh was projected as expenditure for equipment
in 2073-24, but the revised estimate showed no
expenditure under this head.

Muniyammal, a member of an 3HG who works
at a canteen in south Chennai, says toilets have
not been repaired since the rain last year. The
tiles had broken and are slippery at many can-
teens, including those in Ti ey

cretary of the Municipal Administration and Wa- —*
ter Supplies Department, says he has received no
complaints about the Amma Canteens so far. He
adds, “Regular audits of the canteens are taking
place and will contimie. A meeting can be held
with the respective local bodies for addressing
the problems.”

Still relevant

There is no doubt that these canteens still play a
key role in feeding people who struggle for a
square meal every day. 5. Rajendran, an econo-
mist at Gandhigram Rural University, notes that
the Amma Canteens do not operate on & profit
model. They are based on a welfare concept
aimed at providing food security to the urban
poor. He also sugpests that the project be expand-
ed with funds from private agencies, under the
corporate social responsibility initiative, or from
NC0s or philanthropists.

K. Parthsarathy, 41, of Ennore says thousands
line up every day at the outlet at Thalankuppam
in north Chennai, though the taste of the food
has come down aver. the years. “Despite d\e

kam, Ambattur, Maduravoyal, and Korattur. The
building of the Pattaravakkam canteen has deve-
cracks.

G. Shanthakumari, chairperson of the Stand-
ing Committee (Public Health), GCC, says that af-
ter an andit of the canteens in the Chennai Cor-
poration limits, all the shortcomings will be set
right at an estimated cost of ¥5 crore. “Those
centres with good sales, but lacking amenities,
will be prioritised and those that are in the worst
condition will come nest. Cluster kitchens will be
established and free bianmual health clinics for
workers will be introduced.” she adds.

When the government undertakes repairs to
the canteen buildings, it should ensure barrier-
free access for persons with disabilities, savs C.
Jayapraisha of the Differently Abled Research and
Development
The canteens at \-'am)'amb\adl Arani,
Ambur, and Tiruvannamalai are
said to lack proper power
backup. They are poor-
ly lit, and have dirty
floors and leaky taps.
D. Karthikeyan, Se-

Purpose not served: These days, many canteens are dosad and some do not operate regulary. A canteen in ThoothukudL v sess

ting of

iies, many
especially pushcart pullers and smmall \-‘end.ors

ee

After an audit of the canteens in Chennal

Corporation bmits, all the shortcomings will
be rectified at an estimated costof 35 crore,
G

UMARL
Chirperson of Standing Commiting Public Haalth),
Crossor Clmnal Corparation

prefer the Amma Canteens. However, poor main-
tenance of these canteens is a big worry,” says V.
Mariappan, a trader at Vellore. M. Murali, 67, a
lorry driver, feels that an Amma Canteen is a
healthier option than roadside stalls. He is un-
happy that he is not able to spot as many can-
teens as before while driving through the State.

Even if taste poes for a toss and healthy eating
ismot a consideration, the cost is. 5. Velmurugan,
& construction worker in Tiruchi, says, “1 have
been coming here for the past one year to have
breakfast. Although the memn is outdated, the
qpuality of the food is good. | pay only #5 for break-
fast.” This would not be possible anywhere, he
adds. These canteens have also fed lakhs of pa-
tients and their attendants at hospi-
tals, and still do. 5. Mangala Eswari of Virmdhuna-
gar says the Amma Canteen at the Tirumelveli
Medical College Hospital became a saviour for
her family when she admitted her mother-in-law
there for treatment.

Even as the government continues to navigate
the challenges of nnning these canteens, it must
focus on providing affordable, nutritious food to
the people.

(With inputs from D. Madhavan in Vellore,

P. Sudhakar in Tirunetveli, C. Palanivel Rajan
in Madurai, Ancy Donal Madonna in Tiruchi,
M. Sabari in Salem, Avntika Krishna in
Coimbatore, and R. Srikanth in Chennai)

Source: The Hindu, 16 June 2024, page 2
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Dimly lit streets, crumbling infrastructure
plague TNUHDB tenements, says report

A report released by the Information and Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban Communities highlighted several infrastructure and safety-related

issues faced by the residents of these resettlement areas. The report also flagged the functioning of ICDS centres at these tenements

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

esidents and non-
Rgovernmental or-
ganisations (NGOs)

have raised concerns over
the crumbling infrastruc-
ture and poorly illuminat-
ed streets at the resettle-
ment sites of the Tamil
Nadu Urban Habitat Deve-
lopment Board (TNUHDB)
in Perumbakkam, Kannagi
Nagar, Ezhil Nagar, and
Semmencherry in Chen-
nai.

A report by the Informa-
tion and Resource Centre
for the Deprived Urban
Communities (IRCDUC),
an NGO working for the ur-
ban poor, highlighted sev-
eral infrastructural and sa-
fety issues faced by the

residents of these resettle-
ment areas.

In Ezhil Nagar, the Inte-
grated Child Development
Scheme (ICDS) centres
have been functioning in
the tenements constructed
for residential purposes. In
some areas, two such
centres are functioning in a
place allotted for only one
centre. The situation is si-
milar in the resettlement
tenements at Old Perum-
bakkam as well, the report
noted.

The report also flagged
the poor quality of build-
ings in the resettlement
sites. When contacted by
The Hindu, several resi-
dents raised the problems
already mentioned in the
report. “The problems be-
come worse particularly

- ' -

Quality check: The IRC

DUC report flagged the poor quality

of the buildings at the resettlement sites. R. RAVINDRAN

during rain and we [resi-
dents who live on the top
floor] bear the brunt. The
plaster on the walls and
ceilings crumbling due to
dampening is a threat to

our safety. We have been
living in fear. To avert any
untoward incidents, our fa-
mily had spent some mo-
ney to carry out patch
works on the roof and the

walls,” said R. Radha
(name changed), a resident
of the TNUHDB tenement
at Perumbakkam.

Poorly illuminated
streets and pothole-ridden
roads pose a serious
threat, particularly during
night. Miscreants take re-
fuge in these hotspots to in-
dulge in unlawful activi-
ties, the residents pointed
out.

Vanessa Peter, founder,
IRCDUC, said that, in 2011,
the State government had
formed a high-level com-
mittee, with the Chief Se-
cretary as the chairperson
and officials from various
departments as members,
to address issues such as
the lack of basic infrastruc-
ture facilities like water
supply, sewerage disposal,

electricity, streetlights,
roads, and social infras-
tructure like ICDS centres,
educational institutions,
and other services. The
committee conducted a
few meetings, but soon be-
came defunct. She said the
high-level committee
should be reconstituted to
ensure that a robust sys-
tem is in place for inter-de-
partmental coordination
to address the infrastruc-
ture-related and other is-
sues plaguing the resettle-
ment sites.

The IRCDUC report
further recommended that
the State government con-
vene the District Habitat
Committee meeting once
in three months, with a
special agenda to address
issues in resettlement sites.

Source: The Hindu, 13 June 2024, page 4
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