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Tamil Nadu
secures the
third spot

in SDG index

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has emerged
as a frontrunner in the lat-
est SDG (Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals) India Index
2023-2024, unveiled by NI-
TI Aayog on Friday. The
State, which has increased
its composite score from
66 in 2018 to 78 in the latest
edition, is in the third spot
in the index.

The upward trajectory
places the State among the
top performers across the
nation, underscoring its
commitment to social
equity, economic growth
and environmental sus-
tainability, according to a
Press Information Bureau
release.

It said that the State had
shown progress in a num-
ber of goals. In the SDG of
‘Decent Work and Eco-
nomic Growth’, the State
had sustained its leader-
ship in trade and industrial
sectors, implementing ef-
fective policies that en-
hanced economic oppor-
tunities and promoted
sustainable livelihoods.
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had initiated various
skill development pro-
grammes, fostering entre-
preneurship and support-
ing job creation.

In the SDG of ‘Good
Health and Well Being’, the
State’s health initiatives
had shown substantial re-
sults, with a reported insti-
tutional delivery rate of
97.18% in 2023-2024. This
was due to enhanced
healthcare infrastructure
and community health
programmes prioritising
maternal and child health,
ensuring access to quality
healthcare for all citizens,
the release said.

The ‘Life on Land’ goal
was another key highlight
for the State. It had priori-
tised environmental sus-
tainability, with nearly 25%
of its geographical area de-
signated as forest cover. It
not only contributed to
biodiversity conservation,
but also played a vital role
in combating climate
change through carbon se-
questration and promoting
ecological balance, the re-
lease added.

Source: The Hindu, 13 July 2024
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T.N. emerges as ‘front runner’in13
Sustainable Development Goals

SDG India Index 2023-24 analysed the performance of States and Union Territories in achieving the goals on the basis

of 70 targets and 113 indicators. Tamil Nadu stands third with a composite score of 78, surpassing national average of 71

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

amil Nadu has been
Tclassiﬁed a ‘front
runner’ in 13 Sus-

tainable Development
Goals (SDGs) of the United
Nations, according to the
latest SDG India Index
2023-24, released by the
Union government’s think-
tank NITI Aayog.

The recently released
fourth edition of the SDG
Index analysed the perfor-
mance of the States and
the Union Territories in
achieving the goals on the
basis of 70 targets and 113
indicators.

The report categorises
the performance of the
States based on their
scores as ‘aspirant’ (0-49),
‘performer’ (50-64), ‘front
runner’  (65-99), and
‘achiever’ (100). According
to the report, Tamil Nadu
took the third spot with a
composite score of 78, sur-
passing the national aver-
age of 71. The State also re-
tained its position as a
front runner. The compo-
site score of Tamil Nadu
was 74 in the previous re-
port released in 2020-21.

Achiever in energy

The State has been placed
as a front runner in 13
SDGs in the latest report. It
continues to be placed in
the achiever category for
fulfilling the target of affor-
dable and clean energy.
Gender equality and life
below water are the goals
in which the State is in the

Status report

Tamil Nadu's score in eleven sustainable development goals,
according to a NITI Aayog report (2023-24), has been higher
than the national average. For two of the goals, the State's
indicators have been on a par with the national average

Sustainable

Tamil Nadu | National Average

. Development Goals | (out of 100) (out of 100)
1 | No poverty 92 72
2 | Zero hunger 75 52
3 Golod health and well 77 77
| being
4 | Quality education 76 61
5 | Gender equality 53 49
6 Cle@n water and a0 89
sanitation
Affordable and clean
7 | energy 100 96
Decent work and
& | economic growth 81 68
Industry, Innovation
& | and Infrastructure £ il
10 | Reduced Inequalities 76 65
1 SustamaI_JI_e cities and a1 a3
communities
Responsible
12 | consumption and 78 78
production
13 | Climate action 81 67
14 | Life below water 61 "
15 | Lifeonland 72 75
16 Peace justice, and 78 74

strong institutions

Note: The Index does not measure indicators of SDG 17 -

‘Partnership for the Goals’ owing to unavailability of suitable data
at the State/Union Territory level.

* Only coastal States are considered

‘performer’ category. Ta-
mil Nadu is below the na-
tional average in two goals:

sustainable cities and com-
munities and life on land.
According to the report,

Tamil Nadu tops in the goal
of eradicating poverty,
compared with the other
States and the Union Terri-
tories.

The Head Count Ratio,
according to the Multidi-
mensional Poverty Index,
stands at 2.2%, as against
the national average of
14.96%. The report says
22% and 25% of the chil-
dren aged below five in the
State are underweight and
stunted respectively.

Well within the target
The Maternal Mortality Ra-
tio for one lakh live births
and Under-five Mortality
Rate for 1,000 live births
stood at 54 and 13 respec-
tively for the State, well
within the target and lesser
than the national average.
The rate of deaths in road
accidents per one-lakh
population was 23.31, one
of the highest in the coun-
try, the report says.

The gross enrolment ra-
tio of students in higher se-
condary and higher educa-
tion was 81.5% and 47%
respectively, against the
national average of 57.6%
and 28.4%. Further, the re-
port noted that 81.87% of
the rural households in Ta-
mil Nadu are getting safe
and adequate piped drink-
ing water.

The unemployment rate
and labour force participa-
tion rate in the State in the
age group of 15-59 were
4.8% and 62.3% respective-
ly.

Nearly 92.8% of the hou-
seholds own at least one

mobile phone. The percen-
tage of the population co-
vered by Aadhaar is 97.94,
the report notes.

Constant investment
Tamil Nadu has been per-
forming consistently well
in achieving SDGs, espe-
cially with respect to social
indicators, owing to the
State’s constant invest-
ment in social capital, says
R. Sujatha, senior SDG con-
sultant, Planning and De-
velopment Department.
“The  unemployment
rate has come down from
7.2% to 4.8%, compared
with the previous report,
and the labour force parti-
cipation rate has increased
by two percentage points.
These are good signs. With
respect to the goal of gen-
der equality, the sex ratio
at birth was taken from the
National Family Health
Survey-5, which is a sam-
ple survey. The actual sex
ratio would come out only
if the Civil Registration Sys-
tem (CRS) was taken as an
indicator,” she says.

Vital schemes

After the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Tamil Nadu has
built back in a much better
manner without slipping in
many of the indicators, Ms.
Sujatha says, adding,
“Schemes such as Naan
Mudhalvan, Pudhumai
Penn, and the Chief Minis-
ter’s Thayumanavar
Scheme to tackle poverty
have been playing a crucial
role in the social and edu-
cational sectors.”

Source: The Hindu, 18 July 2024
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TN only State among peersto

grow share of exports in FY24

Sindhu Hariharan
Chennai

In a year of global trade tur-
moil, Gujarat’s loss is Tamil
Nadu’s gain. Even as Gujarat
and Maharashtra retained
top spots in the share of In-
dia’s merchandise exports in
FY24, their contribution to
the  country’s  exports
dipped, while Tamil Nadu
and Andhra Pradesh gained
ground. For Maharashtra,
this is also the third consec-
utive year of decline in share
since FY21.

DATA FOCLUS.

Per Commerce Ministry
data, Gujarat, with $134 bil-
lion, held 30.7 per cent share
of India’s $437 billion mer-
chandise exports in 2023-24,
but this was a decline from
32.7 per cent it held in FY23.
However, Gujarat has grown
its share from 20.7 per cent
in FY21. Maharashtra’s share
was at 15.4 per cent in FY24,
down from 16.2 per cent in
FY23, 17.4 per cent in FY22
and 20 per centin FY21, -

In contrast, Tamil Nadu
(TN) was the only State
among the top five to grow
its share in the last three fisc-
als, thanks to a diversified
basket and smartphone ex-
ports boom. TN grew its
share from 8.4 per cent in
FY22 to 9.1 per cent in FY23
and almost 10 per cent in
FY24.

Healthy competition

Share of Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, UP dips; TN grows in FY24
Share of merchandise exports of top States (in %)
35
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State-wise value of exports (in $ billion)

150 ®Gujarat mMaharashtra - Tamil Nadu ®Karnataka mUttar
Pradesh

Top products exported in FY24

Gujarat Maharashtra Tamil Nadu
Petroleum Engineering goods, | Engineering goods,
products, Gems and Electronic goods,

Engineering goods, Jewellery, Organic Ready-made
Organic and and inorganic garments of all
inorganic chemicals chemicals textiles
Karnataka Uttar Pradesh

Engineering goods,
Electronic goods,
Petroleum products

Electronic goods,
Engineering goods, Meat,
Dairy and Poultry products

In terms of absolute val-  Source: Ministry of Commerce NIRYAT portal

ues, TN was the only State in
the top five that saw a rise in
exports in a year of subdued
global trade in FY24. This
was due toa 77 per cent year-
on-year rise in electronics
exports from FY23 to FY24
at $9.6 billion. Haryana, Tel-
angana and Odisha were
other States in the top 10
that grew their exports in
FY24.

Total exports stood at
$776 billion for FY24, almost
flat from last ‘year. While
merchandise exports fell,
services helped push overall
trade up. State-wise split of
services trade is not avail-
able. However, given that
software and business ser-
vices, offered by global cap-
ability centres, dominate
services exports, analysts
note that Karnataka, TN and

Telangana are top three in
services.

PRODUCT-WISE SHARE
A majority of Gujarat’s ex-
ports are those of petroleum
products, followed by pre-
cious metals, gems and
stones — both impacted by a
volatile macro environment.
Primary exports of Maha-
rashtra include engineering
goods and drugs and formu-
lations, whereas TN exports
are split between electronic
goods, textiles, leather and
non-leather goods and
automotive.

“The focus of ‘States on
creating an investment base
through a favourable invest-
ment climate along with bet-
ter targeting of policies with
an eye on the region’s

strengths has created a lar-

ger impact in exports over
time,” Rishi Shah, Partner,
Grant Thornton, said.

Vishnu V, MD and CEO of
TN’s investment promotion
agency Guidance TN, says
the State ’s export profile is
more diversified and relat-
ively better protected from
external economic shocks.
“Besides electronics, the
State has a strong exports
footprint of = non-leather
footwear, textiles, automot-
ive among others. It is also
among the top States in ser-
vices exports,” he adds.

also caution that

State-wise data is based on
export document declara-
tions and in some cases may
reflect headquarters rather
than place of production.
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il Nadu is one of four states to have seen a year-on-year jump in foreign dir

nomists and industry experts, the state can do more by focusing on sector-<

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

t’s the FDI sweepstakes and Tamil

Nadu is firmly in the game. The state

is one‘of India’s top six foreign direct

investment destinations and one of

Jjust four to see year-on-year FDI tally

increase in FY24. As per the latest
data from Department for Promotion of In-
dustry & Internal Trade (under Union min-
istry of commerce and industry), TN is sixth
among India’s highest FDI states in FY24 at
$2.44 billion, up 12% from $2.17 billion the
year before (see table). The others that saw
Y-0-Y uptick were Gujarat up 55%, Telangana
up 132.5% and Maharashtra up 2%.

Although TN’s FDI tally is lower than the
top states - Maharashtra totted up $15.11
billion, Gujarat $7.3 billion, Karnataka $6.6
billion and Delhi $6.5 billion - it has
managed to stay in the growth lane, unlike
Delhi that has seen an 13.4% slump and
Karnataka that has seen a 37% drop. Even
states just outside the top six such as
Haryana (down 27% ) and Rajasthan
(down 71% ) have seen sharp drops.
TN has always been among the top
six FDI states though its ranking
has moved up or down a place or
two depending on the project-wise
fund inflows.

Experts say TN’s ability to show FDI
growth is thanks to its aggressive investment
hunt in sectors such as electronics, EVs and
green energy. Much of the state’s FY24
performance, for example, is due to the fresh
investments in Foxconn and Pegatron.
Experts say that FDI trends need to be seen
over a longer period as inflows are project
specific, showing a sharp spurt the year the
funds come in. For example, big investments
by Amazon and others have boosted
Telangana’s performance in FY24.

For the state govt, there is reason for
cheer given that FDI has never been the top
criteria for measuring the state’s economic
performance. “GDP and exports are better

" measures because the investments in the

state are mostly domestic investments,” says.

a top govt official.

“It is heartening to note that Tamil Nadu
is among the few states in India to see year-
on-year growth in FDI in FY24,” says state
industries minister T R B Rajaa. “However,
it is important to acknowledge that FDI

alone does not fully capture Tamil Nadu’s
impressive growth over the years,” he says.
The state is “experiencing tremendous
growth in investments, with foreign investor
confidence at its highest in decades,” adds
Rajaa. This success, he says, “is a testament
to Tamil Nadu’s strong fundamentals. Our
state offers foreign investors an unparalleled
value proposition with policy continuity, a
robust business ecosystem, and an
unmatched talent pool.” -

Economists say TN’s tally has historically
been lower than states such as Gujarat
because of sectoral skews. “Gujarat’s tally
is thanks mostly due to hydrocarbon, semi-
conductor and inflows to the Gift City
project, whereas Tamil Nadu has been
focusing more on manufacturing. With
manufacturing momentum slowing down,
it’s showing up in the state’s FDI tally,” says
Sankhanath Bandopadhyay, economist,
Infomerics Ratings. The good news though
is that TN'’s inflows have been range bound
unlike Karnataka, which has seen a
sharp 37% drop due to the cooling of

startup funding appetite.

TN Inc feels the state can
further increase its share of the
FDI pie. “The share of the top five

states in terms of FDI inflow in
2023-24 was — Maharashtra (30%),
Karnataka (22%), Gujarat (17%), Delhi
(13%), and Tamil Nadu (5%). Though
Karnataka and Delhi showed a decline, in
absolute terms their share is still high so TN
needs to focus on skill development in areas
where the potential for investments is high
and land cost, which is considered one of
the highest in the country,” says T Kesavan,
president, Madras Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. Building state-of-the-art
industrial parks in line with the best in Asia
as well as social infrastructure such as
residential clusters along with educational
and health facilities near industrial hubs
are also critical, he adds. ’

Industry experts also believe TN can do
more to up its share of green power to
attract more FDI. “The share of renewable
power in TN’s power supply has hovered at
20% to 25% for the past couple of decades,”
says Kesavan. “This needs to increase
significantly to attract new age companies
that are particular about clean power,” he
adds. i

Source: The Times of India, 15 July 2024, page 2
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Sector-specific policies have boosted industrial growth across-

mil Nadu and the govt is planning many more in ‘emgrggng Narea's'_"

POLICY
AS GROWTH
CATALYST

D.Govardan@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu’s industrial base is

one of the most diverse in India

~from automobiles and automo-

tive components, machinery,

textiles, leather, electronics, to

IT and ITeS, and everything in
between. Progressive policies have aided this
growth across sectors and the state keeps
revisiting them or drawing up new ones
to address emerging needs.

Tamil Nadu’s industrial sector
delivered impressive numbers in 2023-24
as well, contributing 11.46% of India’s
Industrial Gross Value Addition (GVA)
and 13.12% of India’s manufacturing GVA.
Within the state, the manufacturing sector
contributed 18.33% of GDP, generating a
GVA of 4.9 lakh crore, according to the
industries department’s policy note.

In a continuation of this approach,
Tamil Nadu govtlast month announced it
will come out with policies for more
sectors including space tech, circular
economy and tey industry, besides a
roadmap for the creative economy.

“By analysing the areas with
significant investment promise, we have
created targeted policies with a sharper
focus and specific outcomes,” says
industries minister T R B Rajaa.

The upcoming space tech industrial
policy will, he says, aim to leverage the
state’s existing talent pool and the strides
being made by companiessuch as Agnikul.
This policy will build on the solid
foundation already established.

Srinath Ravindran, Agnikul’s CEO,
says that with the establishment of
Kulasekarapatnam launch pad, Tamil
Nadu could well become the space hub of
Asia. “Tamil Nadu should reach out to
companies such as InSpace to work on both
national and international space missions. We
are geographically well positioned and close to
the Equator. We should drive this advantage to
emerge as a major player by being as friendly
as we were to the automobile industry. The next
four-five years are crucial and we should
encourage space technology manufacturing
through higher subsidies and better inter-
industry coordination,” he says.

The state is already the green energy leader
and EV capital of India, says Raja, adding that
the next step is embracing circularity. The
cirenlar economv investment nromation noliev

knowledge transfer and reinforce the state’s
leadership in sustainable development.

“The industry expects the new policy to be
acatalyst, driving investments and generating
employment by championing the reuse,
recycling, renewal and refurbishment of value-
added products,” says Mahesh Ramachandran,
CEO, Commonwealth Inclusive Growth

Services Ltd; founder, Tech Innovations; and
General Partner, Pontaq Cross Border
Investment Fund.

In the case of toys, the 7600-crore
industry is set for a big jump thanks to the
expanding domestic potential, with the
ban on Chinese products, and
opportunities for export. So, the state will
soon have a toy manufacturing policy to
boost local production and create jobs too.

“The toy market in Tamil Nadu is
growing rapidly and I
wholeheartedly welcome the
state govt’s move to come
out with an exclusive
policy for the toy

g industry,” says R
ﬂ Jeswant, CEO of toy
g | manufacturer Funskool
| India. “With this policy,
i1 moremanufacturers will
|  be keen to invest in Tamil
Nadu. I expect the policy to
address warehousing needs and

also have provisions for export of
toys,” he adds. >
The roadmap for the creative econg
will harness the immense pnten
the entertainment industry, wh
larger than the IT sector globally.
supporting arts, culture and creative
enterprises, the govt aims to transform
Tamil Nadu into a vibrant hub fi
creativity and innovation, levers
its world class technical talent in
entertainment sector:

“All these initiatives reflect our
dedication to fostering a divers
inclusive and sustainable economy.
We look forward to collaborating
with all stakeholders to bring
these visionary policies to life
and drive Tamil Nadu

Source: The Times of India, 8 July 2024, page 2
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T.N. has not used RBI'’s
short-term borrowing
facility in recent years

It is an indication that the State has adequate liquidity, say analysts. RBI

recently increased the Ways and Means Advances limit for Tamil Nadu

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

he Reserve Bank of
T India (RBI) recently

increased the Ways
and Means Advances
(WMA) limit for Tamil Na-
du from %3,601 crore to
34,582 crore. In recent
years, Tamil Nadu has not
utilised the short-term bor-
rowing facility, which ana-
lysts say is an indication
that the State has adequate
liquidity.

The RBI provides short-
term financial assistance to
States in the form of WMA.
This helps States overcome
temporary mismatches in
the cash flow of their re-
ceipts and payments.

Such financial assis-
tance is intended to aid the
States in carrying out es-
sential activities and nor-
mal financial operations,
according to the RBIL.

In addition, States could
utilise the Special Drawing
Facility (SDF) by providing
government securities as
collateral. If a State ex-
ceeds its WMA and SDF li-
mits, it could also avail it-
self of the overdraft (OD)
facility from the RBI.

States have to pay inter-
est for availing themselves
of SDF, WMA and OD,
which are linked to the re-
po rate.

Tamil Nadu manages its

form of WMA. This helps States overcome temporary mismatches in
the cash flow of their receipts and payments.

Tamil Nadu has
preferred borrowing
from the market
through the issue of
bonds known as
State Development
Loans

liquidity well, and has not
used ways and means ad-
vances well, analysts at
CRISIL Ratings said in its
recent report on the Tamil
Nadu Generation and Dis-
tribution Corporation Ltd
(Tangedco).

The State government
did not avail itself of WMA
and OD from the RBI dur-
ing FY2016 to FY2024 (till
December 2023). In addi-
tion, the State government
had an investment of

(Above) Source: The Hindu, 8 July 2024
(Right) Source: The Hindu, 23 July 2024
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31,400 crore in auction
treasury bills at the end of
December 2023. The li-
quidity position of the
State government can be
inferred to be adequate in
recent years, said analysts
at ICRA Ltd, another rat-
ings firm, in its report on
Tangedco.

At the end of April 2024,
the State government had
an investment of ¥3,964
crore in auction treasury
bills, as per data from the
RBIL.

Tamil Nadu has pre-
ferred borrowing from the
market through the issue
of bonds known as State
Development Loans,
which helps in spacing out
the debt repayment obliga-
tions over a longer period
of time.

State’s share
of Central
taxes may
be revised
upwards

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The amount Tamil Nadu
receives as its share of
Central taxes is likely to be
revised upwards in the Un-
ion Budget for 2024-25,
which would be presented
on Tuesday.

Tamil Nadu’s share of
Central taxes was estimat-
ed at ¥49,754.95 crore in
the interim Union Budget
for 2024-25.

Ratings firm ICRA Ltd.
estimates that the tax de-
volution to the States
would be increased by
about %20,000 crore in
the full Union Budget from
the ¥12,19,783 crore esti-
mated in the interim
Budget.

Rise in collections

The share of Central taxes
had increased to 345,053
crore in the Revised Esti-
mates 2023-24, when com-
pared to ¥41,665 crore in
the Budget Estimates. The
increase in the Revised Es-
timates was due to a rise in
tax collections estimated
by the Union government,
Tamil Nadu Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
said in his Budget speech
for 2024-25.

Amid higher tax collec-
tions, though there has
been an increase in the
amount of devolution
from the Centre, the DMK
government has pointed
out that it has been getting
a much lower share.

Earlier this year, Mr.
Thennarasu pointed out
that while Tamil Nadu ac-
counted for 6.124% of the
country’s population, its
share of the total divisible
pool of Central taxes had
decreased from 5.305%
under the 12th Finance
Commission to 4.079%
under the 15th Finance
Commission.



Minister urges NABARD to help in achieving
CM’s goal of $1 trillion economy by 2030

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Co-Operatives K.R. Periya-
karuppan has requested
the National Bank For
Agriculture And Rural De-
velopment (NABARD) to
collaborate with the State
government to  help
achieve Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin’s goal of a $1
trillion economy by 2030
through models of sustain-
ability, technological inno-
vation, e-commerce, and
capacity building.

The Minister also re-
quested NABARD to mull
opportunities for enabling
upgradation of infrastruc-
ture in the districts of Ta-

Minister for Co-Operatives K.R. Periyakaruppan taking part in the
43rd Foundation Day celebrations of the NABARD Tamil Nadu

Regional Office in Chennai.

mil Nadu, which would
help achieve the long-term
vision of reducing conges-
tion in Chennai.

“I appreciate the role
played by NABARD in

computerisation of Prim-
ary Agricultural Co-opera-
tive Credit Societies
(PACCS). Around 4,532
PACCS are being compu-
terised at a cost of ¥195

Budget a mixed bag for State

There were no specific announcements, while broader measures such as the employment incentive scheme are

likely to benefit the State. It had no mention of the funds sought for Chennai Metro Rail Phase 2 and flood relief

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

list of projects for Tamil
Nadu, including funds

sought funds for flood re-
lief. None of these found a

been revised upwards
from 3¥49,754.95 crore to

for the Chennai Metro mention in the Budget 350,873.76 crore in the Un-

he Union Budget Rail Phase 2, and an speech. ion Budget.
T 2024-25 was a elevated expressway Tamil Nadu’s share of

mixed bag for Ta- between Tambaram Central taxes is Share of Central taxes
mil Nadu with no specific and Chengalpat- 4.079%, as re- The DMK government has
announcements,  while  tu. Atapre-Bud- . commended pointed out that the State
broader measures such as  get meeting, by the 15th Fi-  has been getting a much
the employment incentive  State Finance Mi- | nance Com- lower share of Central tax-
scheme are likely to benefit  nister Thangam mission. The esdue tothe levy of cesses
the State. Thennarasu had amount has and surcharges. The State

Ahead of the Budget,
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
presented a wish

government has re-
quested the Union
government  to
merge the cesses
and surcharges in-
to the basic rates of
taxation, saying
the move would en-
sure that the States receive
their legitimate share in
devolution.
The announcement
of five schemes and in-
itiatives to facilitate
employment, skilling
and other opportunities
and support MSMEs
would benefit Tamil Nadu,
which is a highly indus-
trialised State and has the
highest number of
factories.

Tamil Nadu is a top
market for education
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loans, and the announce-
ment of financial support
for loans of up to 10 lakh
for higher education in
domestic institutions is
likely to benefit the State.

The  announcement
that the Centre will en-
courage States that charge
a high stamp duty to mod-
erate the rates for all, and
also consider lowering the

duties for proper-
ties purchased by
women, if imple-
mented, would be-
nefit homebuyers
in Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu is al-
so among the top
States in terms of Mudra
loans, and the announce-
ment that the limit of the
loans will be increased
from %10 lakh to %20 lakh
for entrepreneurs who
have availed themselves
of, and successfully re-
paid, previous loans un-
der the ‘Tarun’ category
would also benefit the
State.

The reduced customs
duties on gold and silver
are also likely to benefit
customers in the State.

crore, and it is expected to
enhance their functioning
and upgrade customer
service,” the Minister said,
while speaking at the 43rd
Foundation Day of NA-
BARD Tamil Nadu Region-
al Office. The Minister also
lauded NABARD’s role in
addressing the vulnerabili-
ties of marginal farmers
and rural areas amid
changing economic and
climatic conditions.

R. Anand, Chief Gener-
al Manager, NABARD Ta-
mil Nadu, highlighted the
bank’s role in infrastruc-
ture development, includ-
ing the construction of
roads, bridges, warehous-
es, schools, and irrigation
systems in Tamil Nadu.

Fulfil 5 major demands
in budget: CM to centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

AHEAD of the union budget on
July 23, Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin outlined five key demands for
the state on Sunday, which in-
clude the release of funds for
Chennai Metro Rail project
which has been pending for
three years, approval for a flyo-
ver expressway between Tam-
baram and Chengalpattu and
reduction in income tax burden
of middle-class households.

In a post on X, Stalin called for
approval of the Coimbatore and
Madurai Metro Rail
projects, expediting an-
nounced railway
projects in Tamil
Nadu and increase in
expenditure limits for
houses constructed
under rural and urban
housing schemes.

Responding to Sta-
lin's demands
on X, BJP

(Clockwise) Sources: The Hindu, 24 July 2024;
The Hindu, 19 July 2024; The New Indian
Express, 22 July 2024, Page 4
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state president K Annamalai
said over the l1ast 10 years, the
centre has provided schemes
worth ¥10.76 lakh crore to the
state, which amounts to double
the direct tax contribution of
Tamil Nadu. He criticised Stalin
for posting a message written
‘without understanding’ the
roles of the central and state
governments.

Annamalai said the centre
has been funding projects like
the expansion of East Coast
Road and the Maduravoyal-Port
elevated corridor amounting to

¥9,386 crore and 35,800 crore re-
spectively. He also said the
centre has allocated I2
lakh crore for NH projects
in Tamil Nadu over the
last 10 years and 6,331
crore for railway projects
against the 800 crore allo-
cated for railway projects
during 2009-2014 by
the UPA
government.

A



Need to address historical
gap in data collection around
women, says Sathya Sriram

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

There is a need to address
the historical gap in data
collection around women
and collect much more wo-
men-centric data, said
Sathya Sriram, Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Preventive
Health, Apollo Hospitals.

In a conversation on “Is
the burden of disease more
feminine?” at The Hindu
Tamil Nadu Women’s Sum-
mit 2024 on Tuesday, Ms.
Sriram, while talking about
harnessing artificial intelli-
gence (Al) to address wo-
men’s concerns much bet-
ter, said, “To build good Al,
we need to have coherent
data... The challenge that
we have to address is the
big gap, a historical gap in
data collection around wo-
men.”

“If we start to take cog-
nisance of that now and
build the datasets in a man-
ner that allows us to build
models specific for wo-
men, that is our chance to
ensure that the right mo-
dels are set up. At Apollo
Hospitals, we are studying
databases of mammogram
over the last few years, and
we are trying to build an al-
gorithm by looking at
those images to see if we
can find a way to predict
breast cancer even earlier
or the risk of it that allows
you then a very different
protocol of screening for
someone else who has a
lower risk,” she said.

&
L

Sathya Sriram, CEO, Preventive Health, Apollo Hospitals, during the

conversation on “Is the burden of disease more feminine?” at the

sUMmMIit. AKHILA EASWARAN

On whether the burden
of disease is more femi-
nine, she said the answer is
a resounding yes.

“Biologically and physi-
ologically, women are dif-
ferent. There is reproduc-
tive and hormonal health
that sets us apart, and that
for many of us is a bane on
a monthly basis. On the flip
side, it is also a boon be-
cause it protects women
from cardiac diseases
much more until meno-
pause. Women with dia-
betes have the exact same
risk as men with diabetes
for heart disease,” she said.
The burden of disease is
much more on women as
there are far less diagnoses
of many conditions, she
added.

On access to healthcare,
she said, citing data from
Apollo Hospitals’ preven-
tive health checks, that on-
ly 35% of the health checks
are done by women.

“We are almost preclud-
ing ourselves from being

proactive about our own
health,” she said.

She noted that every
eight minutes, one woman
was lost to breast cancer in
India. According to re-
search, among Indian wo-
men, the age of diagnosis
of breast cancer is a full de-
cade younger than Cauca-
sian women.

“It is really important
for us to be aware of the
underlying risk factors of
breast cancers. How many
of us know that the age of
attaining menarche and
the age at which you have
your first child impacts
your breast cancer risk.
This is one of the most cur-
able cancers when detect-
ed early,” she added.

“In general, women do
not prioritise themselves.
Therefore, my appeal is to
prioritise another woman
who is close to you. Let’s
be there for one another.
Let the men prioritise a
woman close to you,” she
said.

(Above & Right) Source: The Hindu, 31 July 2024
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V. Sriram, Aishwarya Manivannan, Savitha Kesav Jagadeesan,
Janaka Pushpanathan, and Janaki Sabesh during the The Hindu
Tamil Nadu Women'’s Summit 2024 in Chennai on Tuesday. AKHILA
EASWARAN

‘No structured policy
to protect creative
economy in State’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

While the United King-
dom has creative clusters
to promote and create
jobs, the creative econo-
my in southern States in
the country, particularly
Tamil Nadu does not have
any creative economy pol-
icy, said Janaka Pushpa-
nathan, South India Direc-
tor of British Council,
while participating in the
panel discussion on Tamil
Nadu Women’s Summit
organised by The Hindu at
the ITC Grand Chola,
Guindy, on Tuesday.

Speaking in the panel
discussion on ‘Driving In-
clusion and Diversity
through creative econo-
my’, she talked about the
Durga Puja festival creat-
ing a business value of
¥32,370 crore, in West
Bengal.

The value was 2.58% of
the Gross Domestic Pro-
duct of West Bengal, she
said.

Rules not enough
The diversity and inclusiv-
ity of women could be
created only through eth-
os of an organisation and
not by just having rules,
said Savitha Kesav Jaga-
deesan, senior resident
partner of Kochar and Co.
In the session moderat-

Creative economy is

present in all fields
but is not structured

in the organised

economy, said
Founder of Maisha
Studio Aishwarya
Manivannan

ed by historian V. Sriram,
she also explained about
the poor intellectual pro-
perty protection rights for
the flourishing of a crea-
tive economy — though a
lot of awareness is availa-
ble, it lacks in
enforcement.

Citing her experience
of learning ‘silambam’
where she was the only
woman in a batch of 40
male students, Aishwarya
Manivannan, Founder
and Creative Director of
Maisha Studio, said diver-
sity and inclusivity is like
nature which embraces
one and all. She said crea-
tive economy is present in
all fields but is not struc-
tured in the organised
economy.

Storyteller and author
Janaki Sabesh said moneti-
sation is a tough task in
creative economy, but the
presence of various social
media has helped to mo-
netise creative works as
there is a large audience to
listen to a good story.



Price rise: TN may rejig PDS of tur dal, oil

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu government is con-
sidering a major overhaul of the
distribution of tur dal and pal-
molein oil through the special
PDS as the subsidy for the two
products accounts for a massive
23,800 crore for 2024-25. Reliable
sources told TNIE that the fi-
nance department has advised
the state government against
continuing the supply at highly
subsidised rates. These products
are bought by 1.6 to 1.9 crore
cardholders each month.
According to highly placed
sources, the government is likely
to adopt a combination of strate-

gies, including the reduction of

subsidies by increasing the sale

prices, partial discontinuation of

edible oil distribution and intro-

duction of eligibility criteria.

The special PDS was introduced

by former chief minister M

Karunanidhi on

April 14, 2007, with

the aim of control- @

ling the prices of es-

sential commodities

in the open market, and is fully

funded by the state government.
While officials from the Tamil

Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation

(TNCSC) and the Civil Supplies

Commissionerate did not respond

to TNIE's request for comment, a

senior official said the govern-
ment’s subsidy for these two items
has more than doubled from 1,800
crore spent in 2014-15.

“When the scheme was
launched in 2007, the procure-
ment price of tur dal was ¥50 per

kg and oil was 45
PRESS perlitre, and these
CLUSIVE

items were sold at
%30 per kg and %25
per litre respec-
tively. Since then, the procure-
ment prices have increased man-
ifold but the sale prices have
remained the same,” he said.

In January 2023, the TNCSC
purchased dal at an average price
of Z100 to 105 per Kg. This in-

creased to 1202125 from Janu-
ary 2024 due to a price rise in the
open market. Last month, the
TNCSC reportedly procured dal
at 150 to 155 per kg due to high-
er market prices, incurring sev-
eral crores of rupees inaddition-
al expenses.

Similarly, the average procure-
ment price of edible oil increased
from %80 in February last year to
%90 in March this year. Conse-
quently, the subsidy (difference
between the procurement price
and the sale price) provided by
the government for tur dal has
increased from %20 per kg in 2007
to 2120 per kg in June 2024.

CONTINUED ON P7

This month, price of ordinary tur dal
increased from %170 to %180 per kg

RANGE OF PROCUREMENT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SIMILARLY, the subsidy for edible oil has increased
from %20 per litre in 2007 to 65 per litre in June 2024.
This July the market price of ordinary tur dal has fur-
ther increased to around %170 to ¥180 per kg, while
branded dal is sold at ¥210 to 220 per kg.

The state government has not issued orders yet to pro-
cure and supply these two items for August through the
PDS. Confirming this, the senior official said, “Given the
state’s financial position, continuing the supply of these
two items to two crore ration cards at the current price
may not be possible. The matter has been taken up with
the government and the decision on this issue is expect-

PRICE OF DAL, EDIBLE OIL
Procurement price
(in%)
MONTH —
| Dal Edible oil
| (perkg) | (perlitre)
April 2007 50 45
January 2023 | 100-105 80-85
January 2024 1' 115-120 a0
May 2024 120-125 a0 2
ed soon”.
June 2024 150-155 95

SALE PRICE SINCE
APRIL 14, 2007:

Of the 2.21
crore ration

Turdal: T30 perkg | cardsinthe

I i state, on an
Edible 0|l._ average, 1.85-
T25 per litre 1.9 crore

Annual subsidy for
dal and oil stands
at ¥3,800 crore
and is expected to
grow further

and

purchase dal

1.5-1.6

crore purchase
oil every
month

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 July 2024, Pages | & 7

Currently, the state government spends nearly 2400 to
%420 crores per month to procure two crore kgs (20,000
MT) of tur dal and two crore litres of cooking oil. How-
ever, it collects only 2100 to ¥110 crores through sale.
Within the last one year, the monthly subsidy which
stood at 2260 crores till December 2023 rose to 310 crores
in May 2024 and is expected to increase further from Au-
gust onwards due to the rise in market prices.

The union government supplies rice, wheat, and kero-
sene for over 1.12 crore priority household (PHH) cards
issued to BPL families, including beneficiaries of vari-
ous social security pension schemes. The rice for 1.12
crore non-priority household (NPHH) cardholders is
fully funded by the state.
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Licence fee h

More Than 200
Businesses
Will Be Hit

Omjasvin.MD@timesofindia.com
Chennai: In a bid to bolster re-
venue, Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC) has increased
the licence fee for almost all
trades, businesses, service sec-
tor and industrial units across
the board, taking its annual re-
venue from these sources to
7100 crore from the current 20
crore.

Among the 200 businesses
facing the hike are the hospita-
lity sector, grooming services,
and equipment sales face. A re-
solution tothis effect wasadop-
ted at the GCC council meeting
on Tuesday:

The hospitality sector sees
significant changes: guest hou-
ses, service apartments, mans-
ions, and resorts will now pay
225,000 for 5000 sqft, up from ze-

GCC to use data analytics
for revenue augmentation

It has already collected a lot of data through drone surveys for this purpose. Councillors have

o

ALL EARS : Mayo

r R Priya at GCC council meet

GCC REVENUE

Property tax: z1,750cr | State finance commission:
7980cr | Stamp duty: z300cr | Miscellaneous income:
7884cr | Professional tax: z550¢r | Trade license: z20cr |
Expected revenue; 74,464 cr

v

We need o hilke in taxes to ensure GCC is
3 self-sustaining. Councillors demand a

§ ot of projects on roads and drains. We connot
rely on others for funding

~ J Kumaragurubaran, GCC commissioner

ro-fee so far. Spaces upto 1,000
saft will pay %5,000 a year. Mar-
riage halls will see fee jump
from 24,000 per year to 230,000
for spaces above 5000 sgft.
Small-scaleteastalls, coffee
shops, and meals hotels, cate-
gorised under ‘eating houses,’
will now pay 25,000 for upto
1,000 sqgft. The fee was just
22,500 until now. For spaces
above 5,000sqft, the revised fee
will be 15,000, up from 10,000.
Restaurants will now pay
715,000 for spaces between 1,001
and 5,000 sqft, and 15,000 for
spaces above 5,000 sqft.
Industry sources, maintai-

ning that the hike won'’t adver-
sely affect the customers, wan-
ted better benefitsfrom the cor-
poration. “The hike is annual,
and we won'’t pass it on to con-
sumers. We still source our
own water for restaurants and
don’t get supply from metrowa-
ter. They could have made the
fees triennial to collect bulk pa-
yments and reduce annual
hassle,” said M Ravi, owner of
a major hotel chain and presi-
dent of the Chennai Hotels As-
sociation.

GCC has introduced a vehi-
cle parking license fee ranging
from 5,000 for up to 1,000 sqft to

demanded that the civic body resolve issues in the assessment and collection of property tax

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI
he Greater Chennai
T Corporation (GCC)
and other civic

tur.

320,000 for spaces above 1,000
sqft. “Weexpected the cancella-
tion of the NOC requirement
from police for hotel parking as
itisahassle, but that’s not men-
tioned in rules,” added Ravi.
Inthegroomingsector, spas
now face a 225,000 license fee,
while salons see an increase
ranging from %200 to ¥10,000.
The hike for beauty parlours
range from %500 to 6,000. “The
hike is welcome, but we need
clearer rules on spa defini-
tions. We only provide hair spa
but the terminology of spa is
broad. We still face police ha-
rassment due to misunders-

~——  ofdisparity in property tax
y between developed parts
of Anna Nagar and Ambat-

“In the past few years,
councillors have been dis-

agencies will start using da-
ta analytics and geographic
information system (GIS)
for revenue augmentation,
as part of the Tamil Nadu
government’s  initiative
pertaining to increasing re-
venue through property
tax, professional tax, pro-
perty registration, Goods
and Services Tax, and
commercial connections in
the Tamil Nadu Generation
and Distribution Corpora-
tion (Tangedco).

The GCC has already
collected a lot of data
through drone surveys and
GIS for property tax aug-
mentation.

The data collected in the
drone survey showed that
3.1 lakh buildings were re-
portedly bigger than what
was shown in the records.

Even after the reassess-

. \ ¥ X
Discrepancies spotted: The data collected in the drone survey

showed that 3.1 lakh buildings were reportedly bigger than
what was shown in the records. M. VEDHAN

ment of the buildings was
taken up in several wards,
councillors demanded that
the civic body resolve is-
sues in the assessment and
collection of property tax.

Rate disparities

Chidambara Perumal Jay-
yavarapu of Padi Kuppam
Road said there was dispar-
ity among residents paying
property tax in the same
apartment complex.

“Some residents in hous-
ing board apartment com-
plexes are paying less than
%100 as property tax while
others with the same area
are paying more than
%1,000 as tax. We expect
data analytics to make the
tax calculation and collec-
tion more accurate,” he
said.

G.V. Nagavalli, council-
lor of ward 88, said resi-
dents had flagged the issue

cussing in the Council the
high property tax rates in
Ambattur, which is an ad-
ded area, while property
tax assessees in Anna Na-
gar pay less tax,” she said.

S. Kumararaja, a resi-
dent of Velachery, said the
GCC had already sent
teams a few years ago to vi-
sit houses and take mea-
surements for reassess-
ment. “Some houses were
reportedly bigger in area as
per the drone survey.
Some residents objected.
Others paid the revised
tax. These initiatives
should be implemented
without scaring residents,”
he demanded.

Experts from various
agencies are expected to
discuss the issues in reve-
nue augmentation this
week.
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ike could rake in Z100cr

tandings,” said C K Kumara-
vel, CEO of Natural Salons.

GCC hasclassified busines-
ses intomiero, small, medium,
and large categories based on
turnover or land area. Small-
scale shops, including mobile
shops and photo studios, now
face a minimum annual licen-
se fee of 23,000. Deputy com-
missioner (Revenue and Fi-
nance) R Laitha emphasised
the enforcement of 75,000 bills
as a good revenue source and
assured follow-ups on rene-
wals.

The GCC has also released
rules for hotels, bakeries, cine-
ma theatres, lodging, laundri-
es, and markets, among other
businesses. The commissioner
has been bestowed with the po-
wer to approve and cancel li-
censes.

K R Shanmugam of Mad-
ras School of Economics said
the hike is not dramatic com-
pared to the inflation. “For bu-
sinesses, this is manageable.
We need to study the consumer
impact,” he said.

(Above) Source: The
Times of India, 31 July
2024, Page 2

(Left) Source: The Hindu,
22 July 2024
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City corpn wants to
revise upper limit
of professional tax

Under provisions available now, it proposes
25%0-35% hike in tax on income below F60k

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Chennal

GREATER Chennai Corpora-
tion has sousht the revision of
the upper limit fior professional
tax. which is now fixed at 2,500
per annuin per person, under
Article 276 of the Constitution.
The proposzal for this will be
sent through the state govern-
ment to the centre, 30 45 t0 &n-
able the city corporation t0 in-
crease the professional tax
levied on the higher income
bracketz with a half vearly in-
come of T60,000 and above.

Under the provisions availa-
ble now, the civic body has pro-
posed a25%-35% hike in profies-
sional taxes for those with a
half vearly income of T21,000-
730,000, T30,000-T45,000 and
T45,000 t0 50, 000,

In order to increase the tax
for those with a half vearlv in-
come of Te0,001-7 75,000 and up-
wards of ¥ 75,000 brackets, the
upper limit of 72,500 under ar-
ticle 276 of the Constitation
needs to be revised. These
brackets are now taxed 71,025
and 71,250 per half year The
City corporation is unable tore-
vize this since further increaze
wiould exceed the higher limit
of 2,500 per anmam.

Article 276 of the Constitu-
tion empowers states to levy
taxes on professions, trades,
callings, and employments. The
tax rates are increased once in
five vears and the taxes were
last revised from the first half
year of 2018-201% and iz now
due for revision under the

aliyealy | Fxisting | Propued
income range iih‘ﬂi]". nlhumlj
[Pl o
Upto 321,000 { il Nil
311,000 to L |FN
30,000 f180
230,000 to e | ¥
745,000 F430
745,000 to fold | Fael-
160000 | (9930
760,000 to 71025 | NA
£15.000 i
f15,000and | 31250 | NA
upwands
This ks being done to Improve the
cofporation’s sounce of revenue. We
are now collecting around #20 crore
Intrade license fee and the proposed
reviskons are expected to Increase our
revenue by 15 crore
A porpogation offidal

Tamil Nadu Urban Local Body
Fules 2023.

“This is only a proposal and
the state government will take
a call on the matter By the pro-
posed revisions, the increase in
revenue i= expected to be mea-
gre but it will help our overall
operations,” said a senior cor-
poration official

Along with the professional
tax, the civic body has also pro-
posed to increase the trade 1i-
cense fiog,

“This is being done to im-
prove the corporation's own

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 July 2024, Page 3

source of revenue which will
help improve our performance
as a whole. We are now collect-
ing around 220 crore in trade
license foe and the proposed re-
visions are expected to increasae
our revenue by another 715
crore,” said an official

Under the existing license
fees, bakeries for instance, are
levied 7500 a vear for under 500
square feet, ¥ 750 for 501 to 1,000
square feet and ¥ 2,000 for above
1,000 square feet. This has been

revizad to ¥2,000 for up to 1,000
square fieet, T5,000 for 1,001 to
5,000 square feet and T10.000
above 5,000 square fioot,

The proposed trade licence
fior various shops range from a
minimum of 71,000 to a maxi-
mum of 30,000 depending on
the size and category

Meanwhile, the CPM council-
lors staged a wallkout from the
meeting to express their oppo-
sition to resolution number 37.
The resclution, passed during

the meeting, involves increas-
ing the professional tax rate for
salaries ranging firom T21,001 to
760,000. Councillor of Ward 4,
Javaraman, criticized the deci-
sion, arguning that while taxes
for those earning above 221,001
were increased, those earning
abowve 260,000 were not subject-
ed to higher taxes. Further, op-
posing the Union budget, the
MDMEK and Congress council-
lors tore up the copies of the
budget in the council hall.
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Corporation Council approves
35% increase in profession tax

The Greater Chennai Corporation Council passed the resolution amid opposition from councillors of Left parties, AMMK,

and BJP. The civic body cannot rely on external borrowings, must function self-sufficiently, says GCC Commissioner

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Greater Chennai
T Corporation Coun-

cil passed a resolu-
tion that proposed a 35%
increase in biannual pro-
fession tax for salaried in-
dividuals at the general
council meeting on Tues-
day, amid opposition from
councillors of Left parties,
the Amma Makkal Munne-
tra Kazhagam (AMMK),
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

In his first general coun-
cil meeting as GCC Com-
missioner, J. Kumaragu-
rubaran mentioned that
funds were needed to car-
ry out infrastructure
works, including storm-
water drains.

He said the civic body
cannot rely on external
borrowings and must func-
tion self-sufficiently.

Therefore, the hike was
required.

The revised rates are de-
termined by the provisions
of the Tamil Nadu Urban
Local Bodies Act, 1998,
and the Tamil Nadu Urban
Local Bodies Rules, 2023.

The resolution will also

Hike on the cards

The proposal mentions revised tax slab options ranging from 25% to 35% in order to enhance the
own source revenue of the Greater Chennai Corporation

Average Half-Yearly Income () | Half-yearly Half-yearly profession | Proposed 35% increase
profession tax up to | tax with effect from | as per new ULB Act
March 31, 2018 April 1,2018 (half-yearly at z0)

Up to 21,000 |- NIL NIL Nil
21,001 30,000 | 100/- 135/- 180
30,001 45,000 235/- 315/- 430
45,001 60,000 |510/- 690/- 930
60,001 75,000 760/- 1025/- 1025
Above 75,001 | 1095/ 1250/- 1250
propose to change the that the State approve the the tax would be increased

maximum rate is capped
at 32,500 under Section
117 (B) (13) of the Act.

Further, the section al-
lows the council to revise
professional tax rates ev-
ery five years, with an ad-
justment range of 25% to
35%, as mentioned in the
resolution.

The proposal in resolu-
tion 37 includes four re-
vised profession tax slab
options ranging from a
25%-35% to increase “own
source revenue” of the
Corporation.

The Standing Commit-
tee (Taxation and Finance)
to establish a uniform tax
rate across Tamil Nadu to
facilitate trade will suggest

Source: The Hindu, 31 July 2024

highest increment in
charges, which is a 35%
hike.

Profession tax is paid
every six months to the go-
vernment by deducting
the amount corresponding
to the monthly salary or
average salary in six
months - between March
31 and September 1, and
September 1 and March 31.

The suggested half-year-
ly tax for those earning a
monthly salary between
¥21,001 and 330,000 per
month will increase from
135 to %180 if the State ap-
proves.

Similarly, for those
earning between 330,001
and ¥45,000 per month,

from %315 to ¥430; it would
be 3930 for those earning
between 345,001 and
360,000 per month.

Notably, for those earn-
ing between ¥60,001 and
375,000 per month, the
slab remains at ¥1,025. For
income above ¥75,000 per
month, the half-yearly tax
would stay at 1,250.

Ward 4 Councillor R.
Jayaraman of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Mar-
xist) recommended in-
creasing the slab for those
earning above 360,001 in-
stead, and not for those
earning over 330,001.

Ward 123 Councillor M.
Saraswathi and Ward 42
Councillor M. Renuka also
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Mayor R. Priya

expressed their opposi-
tion. They staged a wal-
kout.

In a post on X (formerly
Twitter), AMMK general
secretary T.T.V. Dhinaka-
ran said, “The action of
the Greater Chennai Cor-
poration, which has
passed a resolution to in-
crease the profession tax
up to 35 per cent, is strong-
ly condemned - the Tamil
Nadu government should
not accept the decision of
the Chennai Corporation,
which will affect indivi-
duals and private compa-
nies... I urge the Tamil Na-
du government to reject
the resolution passed in
the Chennai Corporation
Council meeting.”



KEYWORD

How can state
capacity be
measured?

Prashanth Perumal

tate capacity refers to the ability of

any state to successfully deliver

what are generally considered to be
public goods and services to its citizens.
State capacity is considered by many
public policy experts to be the major
factor that explains why some countries
are rich or developed while other
countries remain underdeveloped.

The most common way in which the
capacity of a state to deliver on its
commitments is measured is by the way
of its ability to collect a sufficient amount
of tax revenues. This is because any state
requires tax revenues to deliver public
goods and services. By this measure,
countries with a higher tax to GDP ratio,
which typically turn out to be rich
countries, may be considered to possess
greater state capacity than other
countries with lower ability to generate
tax revenues. Many also urge developing
countries like India to boost their tax to
GDP ratio so as to build state capacity.

Power in numbers
Public policy experts may also look into
other indicators such as the number of
people employed by a certain state to
measure its capacity. So, for example, the
number of police officials per capita could
be seen as an indicator of the capacity of
the state to maintain law and order. States
with a very low number of police officials
per capita, it is believed, may be unable to
establish monopoly of violence in their
territory, leading to instability that
adversely affects their economy. Similarly,
the number of courts and judges per
capita can be seen as an indicator of how
well a state can deliver justice to citizens.
Some critics, however, caution against
the definition of state capacity in terms of
the ability of a certain state to collect tax
revenues or the number of staff it can hire
to deliver essential public goods and
services to its citizens. This is because
more efficient states may be able to
deliver essential public goods with lower
taxes and fewer staff than less efficient
ones. Critics, therefore, argue that the
number of people employed by a certain
state and the amount of taxes collected by
it only reflect its size and not the state’s
effectiveness in delivering essential public

Critics such as U.S. economist Bryan
Caplan also point out that state capacity,
as defined by the size of the state, is
claimed by public policy experts to be the
reason behind the success of certain
countries without establishing the
necessary causal link between the two. In
other words, they argue that the success
of rich countries is tautologically
attributed to strong state capacity the
same way that the failure of poor
countries is attributed to weak state
capacity. They point out that it could well
be that strong economic growth allowed
developed countries to fund states that
are large in size; in that case, the
economic success of the developed world
cannot really be attributed to a larger
state. A better way to measure state
capacity, critics believe, is to gauge the
ability of a certain state, regardless of its
size as measured by its tax collections or
headcount, to uphold the rule of law by
delivering efficient justice to citizens.

goods and services.

(Above) Source: The Hindu, 3 July 2024

(Right) Source: The Times of India, 12 July 2024, page 4

Roadside paani puri
vendors get lessons
in food safety

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) licences are mandato-
ry for all paani puri vendors,
justlike other food vendors, fo-
od safety department stated
heretoday.

Food handlers and vendors
must be free of infectious dise-
ases and must cook in a hygie-
nic environment with safe in-
gredients, designated food sa-
fety officer (Chennai) Dr P Sat-
heesh Kumar said on
Thursday during a special
camp. He issued licences tomo-
re than 627 food vendors after a
medical screening in associa-
tion with the health depart-
ment of GCC. “Weorganised a

special camp for all paani puri
vendors. They were informed
that an FSSAI licence was
mandatory,” Dr Satheesh sadd

W ndvised them not (o use
unsafe chaat masala or food co

lors. We asked them to ensure
that the water they used was
boiled and safe,” he added.
Last week, a day after Kar-
nataka officials reported the
presence of cancer-causing
chemicals mixed with paani
puri, food safety officials here
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took samples fromnearly 60 ro-
adside eateries, includingado-
zen from the Marina. Officials
said hygiene was the biggest
problem in most shops. “We
saw vendors breaking puris
with their nails, using unsafe
colorson masalas, and dipping
their bare hands into paani
pots. That's when we decided
to give them a course on food
safety,” Dr Kumar said.

The results of the analysis
from govt food labs are yet to
arrive, butofficials say they su-
spect a high amount of ethyle-
neoxide in chaat masalas used
by vendors. They use apple-
green dye to make paani look
bright green, he said. “We told
them such practices could cau-
secancer,” hesaid.

Health screening showed
that six vendors suffered from
infectious diseases. “We advi-
sodd them not toactively engage
with customers or handle food
without obtaining a fitness
certificate after treatment,” he
said. At least 18 vendors with
eye defects were advised to get
glasses and other treatments.
“In addition, 22 people with
blood pressure and 25 others
with diabetes were referred for
further treatment,” he added.



Agriculture

CM issues orders for farmers, potters to
take silt, clay from waterbodies free of cost

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Monday launched the
distribution of permission
letters to farmers and pot-
ters to take clay and silt
free of cost from waterbo-
dies under the control of
various departments.

As the storage capacity
of the waterbodies in the
State has considerably re-
duced due to silting over a
period of time, allowing
farmers and potters to
take silt from these water-
bodies free of cost is ex-

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin distributing orders for free collection of
silt and clay, at the Secretariat in Chennai on Monday.

pected to help in the resto-

ration of the waterbodies.
Last month, the Natural

Resources Department is-

sued orders to simplify the
process by delegating the
powers vested with the
Collectors to the Tahsil-

The move is
expected to help in
the restoration of
the waterbodies

dars of the jurisdictions
concerned to grant a lon-
ger period, i.e., 30 days,
for the removal of clay and
silt.

Minister for Water Re-
sources, Duraimurugan,
Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena and senior officials
were present during the
event held at the Secreta-
riat in Chennai.

(Above) Source: The Hindu, 9 July 2024; (Below) Source: Business Line, 13 July 2024, page 8

“Flat bulk storage can be an option for storing foodgrains’

MESSI
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennai

Flat bulk storage (FBS) can be
a good option for the Indian
government, particularly the
Ministry of Cooperation,
which has embarked on set-
tingup 70 million tonnes food-
grain storage, an expert in
post-harvestmanagementand
foodgrainhandling has said.
In February, the Ministry of
Cooperation said the Centre

has approved the “World’s
Largest Grain Storage Plan in
the Cooperative Sector”,
which has been rolled out as a
pilot project in different
States/UTs of the country.
“Further, an MoU has been
signed between the Ministry
of Cooperation, Department
of Food and Public Distribu-
tion, Food Corporation of In-
dia (FCI) and National Co-
operative Development
Corporation to ensure full ca-
pacity utilisation of the stor-

i ‘ 4
INEFFICIENT PRACTICE. Gunny bags are used by 40-42% of
the farmers for storing foodgrains

age capacity being created at
primaryagricultural cooperat-
ive society (PACS) level under
the pilot project,”it said.

Munishwar Vasudeva, the
expert and managing director
of Lotus Harvestec Pvt Ltd,
told businessline that FBS has
the versatility of multi com-
modity storage and is a solu-
tion for backward and forward
integration.

According to him, the Min-
istry of Cooperation is invest-
ing in warehouses in all produ-

cing areas across the country
and FCI will conceptualise
them as industrial silos on a
hub and spoke basis, where
producing and consuming
Statesare clearly defined.

WAREHOUSE RECEIPTS

The setting of these ware-
houses is crucial since it will
help farmers to get “ware-
house receipts” that can help
them to avail of loans instead
of selling their produce under
financial stress. “The capital

expenditure for FBS is the
same as warehouse but an ad-
ditional 25 per cent is required
for equipment. However, 80
per cent more capacity utilisa-
tion will offset the additional
cost,” he said.

Vasudeva, who worked with
Adani Logistics to set up a few
silos across the country, said
170-180 million tonnes of
foodgrain is handled and
storedat the farmlevel. Gunny
bagsareused by 40-42 per cent
of the farmers, while 15-20 per
centuse bulk storage in rooms
without proper modern sci-
entific interventions. Another
10-15 per cent use metallic
bins and the remaining grains
are stored in traditional struc-
tures made up of local
materials.

These storages depend on
manual handling with recur-
ring costs for procurement
and distribution of bags. Auto-
mation of these is difficult,
whilegrains stored in bags lose
quality and weight too. Aera-
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tion and fumigation are im-
proved, while operations are
inefficient due to lack of auto-
mation, he said.

The national policy should
be to reduce storage and
transit losses at the farm level,
where.about 70 per cent of the
foodgrains production is re-
tained and consumed. It
should encourage farmers to
adopt scientific storage meth-
ods. The Centre could opt for
integration of modernised
mechanical handling systems
through FBS. This will help
ease fumigation and have
modular compartments to
store multiple commodities. It
canhelpinshortandlongterm
storage and roofs with solar
panels can make operations
self-sustainable.

The projects can be imple-
mented quickly, while capacity
utilisation will be higher with
more flexibility in storage use,
said Vasudeva, who has ex-
ecuted various green field and
brown field storage projects.



Groundwater inover 30%o of firkas
instate over-exploited: WRD report

Check dams to be built at 10 places on Cauvery, Vaigai basins to improve groundwater level

5 GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennal

A total of 57% of the 1,202 firkas
surveyed by the Water Resourc-
es Department for groumdwater
use have been classified as over-
exploited (395, nearly 30%),
semi-critical (227) or critical
(64). Firkas (or revenue blocks)
are a group of revenue
villages.

According to WRD's assess-
ment report for the year 2023-24
accessed by TNIE, firkas are
classified as over-exploited if
the stage of groundwater ex-
traction (SoE), a measure of an-
nual ground water extraction
over annual extractable ground
water resource, is 100% or
more. It means that the extrac-
tion is more than the capacity
torecharge. The firkas are clas-
sified as semi-critical if the SoE
is 70% to 90 % and critical
when it is 90% to 100 %.

Expressing concern over 395
firkas being classified as over-
exploited, farmers have re-
quested that the state govern-
ment talie measures to prevent
groundwater exploitation,
considering the future
requirements.

KV Elankeeran, presi-
dent, Federation of Cau-
very Delta Farmers Asso-
ciation, told TNIE,
“Historically, the state has had
numerous tanks, lakes, and
linkage channels and canals.
Excess rainwater would natu-
rally flow into nearby lakes and
tanks during the rainy season

How to categorise groundwater assessment?

SAFE: Stage of groundwater Extraction (SoE)
Is less than 70%. Wells In safe units are
expected to function well and have good ylelds

|  GROUNDWATER |
ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Number of Firkas In
12022-23m2023-24

OVER- EXPLOITED

But most of the
waterbodies and
their surrounding areas are oc-
cupied nowadays. There is no
way for water to flow
logically™.
“To avoid groundwater ex-
ploitation, the state should in-

SEMI-CRITICAL: SoE Is between 70% and
90%. Cautlous groundwater development Is
recommended In these areas

*, CRITICAL: S0E Is between 90%
and 100%

360 [B2°

and
create
aware-
ness.
More check
dams must
also be built to improve
groundwater recharge.”
K Subramanian, state gener-
al secretary, Tamil Nadu Farm-
ers Association, urged the state
to identify channels that have
disappeared and restore them.
A senior WRD official told
TNIE, “The 1202 firkas are cat-

OVER-EXPLOITED: SoE Is more

than 100%. These areas require

Intensive monitoring and
\evaluation

| SALINE:
Groundwater
resources are
entirely saline

ploited, critical,
semi-critical, safe,
and saline or poor
quality, based on
groundwater level,
rainfall, and groundwa-
ter usage.”

The WRD hasinstalled around
800 Digital Groundwater Level
Recorders to continuously mon-
itor water levels. Steps are being
taken to install these devices in
all 1202 firkas, he said.

He added, “To improve the
groundwater level, check dams
will be constructed at 10 places
in the Cauvery and Vaigai ba-
sins, while the WRD plans to
build subsurface dykes in the
tail-end areas of the Cauvery
basin. This will also prevent sea
water intrusion. Once the gov-
ernment issues orders, work

through designated channels.

crease rainwater harvesting

egorised into five types: overex-

will start.”

Lab fish on frying pan: TN researchers
develop cultivated meat of 4 varieties

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

RESEARCHERS from Tamil
Nadu have found early success
in bringing lab-grown fish meat
to the plates of consumers, for
the first time in the country. Us-
ing cells from popular varieties
such as milkfish, grouper, red
snapper and tilapia, a team from
Sathyabama Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology, has man-
aged to develop lab-grown meat
and is in process of applving for
apatent for the same. The Chen-
nai-based private university has
obtained an authentication cer-
tificate from National Bureau
of Fish Genetic Resources, an

organisation working under the
aegis of Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research.

In many countries across the
world, there is an increasing de-
mand for cultivated fish meat,
which replicate the variety’s
original flavour, texture, and nu-
tritional qualities. As the wild
fish population is on decline due

Q

Singapore, Japan and France are
some of the countrles that are
aggresslvely Investing and promoting
lab-grown flsh meat

Inbakandan D, Sathyabhama University

TEN Vol. |

to factors like overfishing, cli-
mate change and pollution, the
lab-grown meat is seen as a vi-
able alternative to reduce the
stress on the biodiversity. Singa-
pore, Japan and France are
some of the countries that are
aggressively investing and pro-
moting it, said Inbakandan D,
professor and head of Centre
for Ocean Research, Sathya-
bama University.

Hygiene is another reason for
the increased interest in culti-
vated fish meat. Since it is
grown in a sterile environment,
there is no chance for the pres-
ence of parasites, heavy metals
or microplastics. P5

Issue 3 | July 2024 | Page

(Left) Source: The New
Indian Express, 10 July 2024;

(Below) Source: The New
Indian Express, 8 July 2024,
pages |&b5.

Singapore firm to partner
with Sathyabama university

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SHEELA Rani, director (Re-
search), Sathyabama Universi-
ty, told TNIE, “Considering the
initial success, Singapore-
based Umami Bioworks has ex-
pressed willingness to partner
with us and set-up a full-fledged
facility at the campus to devel-
op more cultures and push for
commercial scale production.”

Kathick V, assistant profes-
sor (Research), Centre for
Ocean Research, said, “What
we have done is a technology
demonstration. We managed to
culture even the most difficult
heart muscles of the fish which
give the original texture. The
National Bureau of Fish Ge-
netic Resources authentication
meant our lab-grown meat has

5

no recombinant DNA. Now, we
have to get statutory approvals
from National Biodiversity Au-
thority, Union environment
ministry, and FSSAL For com-
mercial scale production, we
also need huge investment for
setting-up large bioreactors.
But, it's a promising start.”

Besides Sathyabama, the IC-
AR-Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI) has
also taken-up the task of devel-
oping lab-grown fish meat.

Initially, the institute will fo-
cus on developing cell-based
meat of high-value marine fish-
es such as kingfish, pomfret,
and seer fish. CMFRI has part-
nered with Neat Meatt Biotech,
a start-up working on cultivat-
ing meat, in a public-private
partnership.



“TN. is the State of

opportunities for
industries, MSMES’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu is the State of
opportunities for indus-
tries and Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), Ashutosh
Choudhury, executive di-
rector of Indian Bank, has
said. He was addressing
industrialists at the BFSI
conference 2024, organ-
ised by the Tamil Nadu
State Council of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce
(ICC), with the theme
‘TN-Towards the 5th In-
dustrial Revolution’.

The State is the second
largest economy in India,
accounting for a signifi-
cant 8.8% of the national

Gross Domestic Product,
and it translates to $320
billion for 2022-23, he
further said. Pointing out
that the State government
has been taking constant
steps towards sustainabili-
ty and human-centric de-
velopment, Mr. Choudhu-
ry said that the State has
also been attracting Fo-
reign Direct Investment,
as per its industrial policy
of 2021.

M.S. Sundara Rajan,
former chairman and ma-
naging director of Indian
Bank — corporate inde-
pendent director, said
that Tamil Nadu has the
highest number of facto-
ries and about 60% of the
State was urbanised.

(Above) Source: The Hindu, 21 July 2024,
(Right) Source: The Hindu, 7 July 2024

Industry and Infrastructure

‘Important to ensure
India produces more
chip components’

MeitY Secretary Krishnan says 370,000 cr. has already been committed

out of T76,000-cr. program for semiconductor ecosystem development

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

tressing the need for
SIndia to deepen the

value chain in the
semiconductor sector, Mi-
nistry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) Secretary S. Krish-
nan said the Centre had al-
ready committed about
70,000 crore under a
376,000-crore  incentive
program for the develop-
ment of sustainable semi-
conductor and display
ecosystem.

“India’s incentive pro-
gram is one of the most
generous initiatives in the
world. In addition to the
50% incentive from the
Centre, States such as Ta-
mil Nadu have provided a
top-up incentive through
their respective policies.
Therefore, 75% of the cost
of setting up a unit is subsi-
dised,” he said on Saturday
at the launch of iVP Semi, a
fabless semiconductor
start-up company.

Stating that the remain-
ing sum [from the ¥76,000
crore] would be commit-
ted under the India Semi-
conductor Mission pro-
gram announced in 2021,
Mr. Krishnan said, “We
may have to seek more
funds from the Union Fi-
nance Ministry”.

Out of India’s total elec-
tronics export of $110 bil-
lion, there was about 18-
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Deepen value chain: There is a risk that if we don’t, it may move to
another country offering cheaper labour, says Krishnan. BloY GHOSH

20% value addition, owing
to assembly and labour fac-
tors, he pointed out. “This
is significant for India as it
provides many jobs to ma-
ny people. However, most-
ly, it is an assembly exer-
cise building on the
arbitrage in terms of la-
bour cost. While this pro-
vides employment, there is
a risk if we do not deepen
the value chain... this may
move to another country
that offers cheaper la-
bour,” he added.

Mr. Krishnan further
said that to make India a
major player in the sector,
it was important to ensure
that the country manufac-
tured more components.
This is where the Centre,
the MeitY and the State go-
vernments needed to work
together, he said, adding
that on the design of semi-
conductors, India had

been successful with an es-
timated 20-25% of the glo-
bal design workforce being
based out of the country.

‘All about precision’
“However, it is a different
scenario when it comes to
manufacturing. Semicon-
ductor is all about preci-
sion manufacturing, zero
error and getting everyth-
ing down to the atomic le-
vel to achieve precision.
That is something we need
to learn from Taiwan, Ko-
rea and Japan,” he noted.
“We need more fabs,
and all other suppliers and
equipment manufacturers.
There are nearly 300 ven-
dors who supply equip-
ment, and necessary
chemicals. We will need to
support all of that ecosys-
tem, and that is what we in-
tend to do,” the MeitY Se-
cretary emphasised.



T.N. releases dratft
Tamil Nadu Space
Industrial Policy 2024

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment released the draft Ta-
mil Nadu Space Industrial
Policy 2024, which aims to
create direct and indirect
employment prospects for
nearly 10,000 persons in
10 years and also promises
a slew of incentives to the
players in the sector.

The policy would be ap-
plicable for all enterprises
engaged in manufacturing
and services pertaining to
the space sector, the draft
policy uploaded on the Ta-
mil Nadu Industrial Deve-
lopment Corporation Limi-
ted’s (TIDCO) website said.

The State is endowed
with the required ecosys-
tem needed to support the
space economy - general
engineering, electronics,
chemicals, human capital
backed with a vision to-
wards the space sector. the
draft policy said.

Conducive ecosystem
Tamil Nadu Space Indus-
trial Policy 2024 envisages
providing the required in-
tervention for ensuring
that a conducive ecosystem
is created in the State for
supporting the growth of
industrial players in the
space sector, it said.

The policy said the State

Tamil Nadu has been
at the forefront of
heavy engineering
and other required
capabilities which
are needed for the
space industry

would focus on certain sub
sectors, such as capabilities
relating to space launch
vehicle manufacturing, sa-
tellites and payload manu-
facturing, manufacture the
chemicals which are need-
ed for propellants, down
stream application, space
telecom segment among
others. Tamil Nadu has
been at the forefront of
heavy engineering and oth-
er required capabilities
which are needed for the
space industry as well, it
said. The State government
has already partnered with
private industries to esta-
blish a common facility at
Tiruchi termed as TREAT
which has capabilities to
support the heavy engi-
neering needs of the space
industry.

The government would
establish similar facilities in
the vicinity of the upcom-
ing space port at Kulaseka-
rapattinam to enhance the
supply chain efliciency of
the space industrial ecosys-
tem, the draft policy said.
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(Above) Source:
The Hindu, 2 July
2024



Defence Ministry signs MoU to set
up three testing facilities in T.N.

The MoU was signed to establish three testing facilities under the Tamil Nadu Defence Industrial

Corridor — one each in Unmanned Aerial System, Electronic Warfare and Electro Optics domains

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Ministry of De-
T fence (MoD) has
signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding
(MoU) to establish three
state-of-the-art testing fa-
cilities in Chennai under
the Tamil Nadu Defence In-
dustrial Corridor — one
each in Unmanned Aerial
System (UAS), Electronic
Warfare (EW) and Electro
Optics (EO) domains. The
MoU, under the Defence
Testing Infrastructure
Scheme (DTIS), was signed
by the MoD and Tamil Na-
du Industrial Development

To provide impetus
to the defence and
aerospace sectors,
seven testing
facilities were
approved — four in
Tamil Nadu and
three in Uttar
Pradesh

Corporation (TNIDC) Li-
mited on Tuesday.

With an outlay of 3400
crore, the DTIS was
launched by Union Minis-
ter for Defence Rajnath
Singh in May 2020 to set up
state-of-the-art testing fa-

cilities in collaboration
with private industry and
Central/State government,
promoting indigenous de-
fence production, reduc-

ing military equipment im-
ports and enhancing
selfreliance.

To provide impetus to
the defence and aerospace
sectors within the Defence
Industrial Corridors, seven
testing facilities were ap-
proved - four in Tamil Na-
du and three in Uttar Pra-
desh.

The DTIS provides up to
75% government funding
as grant-in-aid, with the re-
maining 25% funded by the
Special Purpose Vehicle

(SPVs), comprising Indian
private entities and State/
Central governments.

For the UAS testing facil-
ity, Keltron, a Kerala go-
vernment undertaking, is
the lead SPV member, with
some private sector com-
panies being the consorti-
um members. Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited (BEL) and
India Optel Limited (IOL)
are the lead SPV members
in the EW and EO testing
facilities respectively.
When the project is com-
pleted, they will provide
advanced testing equip-
ment and services to both
government and private in-
dustry.

(Above) Source: The Hindu, 3 July 2024; (Below) Source: Business Line, 18 July 2024, p. 2

With £200 m investment, TVS Motor to
drive Norton Motorcycles’ global expansion

L

R
G Balachandar
Chennai

TVS Motor Company, a lead-
ing two-wheeler manufac-
turer in India, has an-
nounced an investment of
£200 million to support the
global expansion of Norton
Motorcycles, the iconic Brit-
ish sporting motorcycle
brand it acquired in 2020.

Norton is gearing up for
its next growth phase, which
includes the introduction of
a new range of motorcycles
aimed at global markets. The
management is optimistic
about consistent growth in
the premium and super-
premium segments, and is
preparing a new product
portfolio to position Norton
asa strong contender.

At the Goodwood Festival
of Speed, an annual motors-
ports event that is held every
summer in southern Eng-
land, members of Norton’s
senior leadership team - Su-
darshan Venu, Managing Dir-
ector of TVS Motor; Robert
Hentschel, Executive Dir-
ector and CEO of Norton;
and Richard Arnold, Execut-
ive Director of Norton —
shared the vision of the
Norton brand and its global
expansion, according to a
statement.

GLOBAL BRAND

Backed by TVS Motor’s cap-
abilities, Norton is being re-
vitalised as a global brand,
driven by a dynamic team.
The investment will focus on
new product development,
facilities, research and devel-

Sudarshan Venu, MD,
TVS Motor Company

opment (R&D) and engin-
eering, it stated.

Starting in 2025, Norton
plans to launch six models
over the next three years, ad-
hering to its philosophy of
“Design, Dynamism, and De-
tail.” The brand will initially
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target international expan-
sion in the US, Germany,
France, Italyand India.

Norton’s revitalised R&D
has been channelled into its
product pipeline through its
state-of-the-art facility in
Solihull, UK.

Last year, TVS made an in-
vestment of I88 crore in
Norton to enhance the ap-
peal of the brand and intro-
duce innovative products.

The company said 2024
also marks the fulfilment of
orders for customers of the
erstwhile Norton company,
allowing the brand to fully
focus on its future.

Norton invested £2.3 mil-
lion in developing, manufac-
turing and re-engineering
the Commando and V4 plat-
forms to honour these
commitments.



Olato begin

commercial EV cell

production in TN by early 2025

e
Avinash Nair
Ahmedabad

Ola Gigafactory, which is
conducting trial production
of battery cells for elec-
tric two-wheelers in Tamil
Nadu, is expected to start
commercial production by
the beginning of next year,
Ola Electric Mobility officials
visiting Ahmedabad said on
Tuesday. These indigenous
cells not only carry five times
the energy compared to their
imported counterparts from
South Korea, but are also ex-
pected to help Ola scale down
onimports.

“Currently, the import of
components in our electric
two-wheeler is about 35 per
cent. The biggest import is
the cell which we are buying
from South Korea. The cell is
one-third the cost of ﬂ!

i&

pect of an
import percentage, we are
producing our own cell,
which is not only larger in
energy of the imported ver-
sion. It is a cmmg edge
design and R&D innovation.
Once these cells go into our
vehicles next year, the import
percentage will come down

Director, Ola, said while talk-
ing about his company’s
%6,100 crore IPO at a press
conference.

Harish Abichandani, Chief
Financial Officer of the com-

ELECTRIC DREAMS. Under the Cell PLI scheme, the company
is required to achieve 20 GWh capacity by 2026

pany, said, the Ola Gigafact-
ory located in Krishnagiri dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu will begin
commercial production of
the cells by the beginning of

Abichandani said.

Ola Electric Mobility Ltd
plans to invest 1,227 crore
from the IPO proceeds to ex-

crore in constructing

Gigafactory. Phase 1(a) of the
factory, having 1.4 GWh ca-
pacity, was completed in
March 2024, and Phase 1(b),
whichwill take the factory ca-
pacity to 5 GWh, is in pro-
gress and expected to be
completed by February 2025.
The company has also re-
ceived a ¥1,900 crore term

loan from the State Bank of
India for funding Phase 1(b)
of construction.

“Phase 2 of our plans will
take the production capacity
from 5 GWh to 6.4 GWh by
April 30, 2025,” Abichandani
added.

Iy ed to achieve 20

capacnty'by2026 ‘When
asked if Ola plans to “monet-
ise” the data it generates, Ag-
garwal said, “Our strategy is
to use the data to improve

use the data to predict
tial failures. We do not fore—
see monetisation of data.
The company also plans to
use ¥1,600 crore of the IPO
proceeds for funding Re-
search and Development for
the next three years. Ola
Electric Mobility sold 3.29
lakh electric two-wheelers in
the FY24, up from 1.56 lakh
units the previous year.

(Left) Source: Business Line, 31 July 2024, p. 5
(Below) Source: Business Line, 16 July 2024, p. 2

NLC India plans X12,000-cr investment in Odisha coal mine

M Ramesh
Chennai

Monday was a golden day for
NLC India, as it formally
bagged a large coal mine in
Odisha — one that has the
potential to double the com-
pany’s lignite-cum-coal
production.

.The company signed a
Coal Mine Development and
Production Agreement with
its parent ministry, the Min-
istry of Coal, formally taking
over the Machhakata coal
mine in the Angul district of
Odisha.

NLC India expects to
spend around ¥12,000 crore
in developing the mine. It
was won on a ‘revenue shar-
ing’ model. Production is
likely to commence in 2030.

NLC India won the mine

in the eighth round of auc-

tions held by the ministry
recently.

Bagging the coal mine is a
big deal for NLC India as the
mine could yield 30 million
tonnes (mt) of coal annually.
Last year, the company’s
total coal and lignite produc-
tionwas 36.32 mt.

NLC SHARES SOAR

The stock market took note
of the development. NLC In-
dia’s share touched ¥302.60
before closing at an all-time
high of ¥297.75 (21 times its
earnings and 2.42 times its
book).

NLC India, which started
as a thermal power generator
with captive lignite mines,
has become more of a coal
and lignite producer than
electricity.

In 2023-24, the company
earned revenues of 8,363
crore from power sales and
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¥7902 crore from mining,
but the latter yielded more
profits — ¥1,550 crore (56
per cent of total net profit),
compared with ¥907 crore
from power.

Net profit from mining is
19.61 per cent of sales from
mining operations; for elec-
tricity, itis 10.8 per cent.

FUTURE PERFECT

Revenues from coal sales are
only set to increase. In a re-
cent chat with businessline,

Bagging the coal
mine is a big deal
for NLC India, as
the mine, in which
production is

likely to commence
in 2030, could yield
30 mt of

coal annually

NLC India’s Chairman and
Managing Director,
Prasanna Kumar Motupalli,
said that coal production
from its Talabira mines
would increase to 16 mt in
the current year, compared
with 12.64 mt in 2023-24.
The company bagged the
North Dhadu coal mine last
year, which can yield 4-5 mt
of coal a year. Motupalli said
that the company would sell
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the entire production from
the mine in the open market,
as opposed to entering intoa
long-term supply agreement
with an offtaker.

NUPPL, the company’s
joint venture with Uttar Pra-
desh Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam — in which NLC In-
dia has 51 per cent stake —
has been allotted the Pach-
wara South coal block in
Jharkhand.

The mine can produce 9-
10 mt of coal annually, but
the NUPPLs 1,980-MW
Ghatampur thermal power
plant, set to go on streamin a
fortnight, will need only
about 5 mt of coal.

The rest of the production
can (shall) be sold in the
market.

In its corporate plan for
2030, the company has tar-
getted coal and lignite pro-
duction of 100 mt.



[
Balachandar G
Chennai

Anicut Capital, a multi-as-
set alternative investment
firm, is currently raising its
third credit fund with a tar-
get corpus of ¥1,300-1,500
crore. The firm is also on the
verge of closing its first debt
fund under the GIFT City
structure.

The 3rd credit fund has so
far received ¥800 crore, of
which ¥400 crore has been
deployed across seven deals.
The entire corpus is expec-
ted to be deployed by the
end of the financial year,
said Ashvin Chaddha, Man-
aging Partner and Co-
founder, Anicut Capital,
while announcing the

launch of its office in
Chennai.

Anicut Capital operates
three distinct lines of busi-
ness: seed fund, growth cap-
ital and private credit.

In private credit, the firm
provides acquisition finance
and buyback finance, sup-
porting promoters in vari-
ous financial activities.

For once, MSMEs

are happy with
the Union Budget

The Hindu Bureau The:

Chaddha said Anicut can
handle 8-10 deals to a total
size of ¥1,200 crore a year in
this space. Anicut has de-
ployed %3,200 crore in
private credit across mid-
sized enterprises.

FUND STRUCTURES
Since obtaining its licence
in GIFT City last year, Ani-
cut launched three active
fund structures: Category
11, Category III, and an An-
gel.

Additionally, one of the
structures is designed to fa-
cilitate investments both
within and outside India, al-
lowing Anicut to fund a
company for its operations
in both regions. It is in the
final stages of closing its
first debt fund with a corpus

Anicut raising 3rd credit fund of 1,500 cr

of $10 million under the
GIFT structure, expected to
be completed in the next
couple of weeks, said IAS

Balamurugan, = Managing
Partner & Co-founder of
Anicut Capital.

On Friday, the company
also announced the close of
its maiden late-stage Equity
Continuum fund of 300
crore. This fund, bolstered
by a substantial I60 crore
investment from HDFC
AMC, is designed to support
high-potential companies
preparing for an IPO within
the next 2-4 years.

With this closure, Anicut
Capital’s total assets under
management (AUM) have

surpassed 33,000 crore
across seven alternative
funds.

(Above) Source: Business Line, 13 July 2024, p. 6

(Left) Source: The Hindu, 24 July 2024

(Below) Source: The Hindu, 17 July 2024

cited the

CHENNAIL special attention

given to their
sector this vear

A cross-section of the Mi-
cro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMESs) in
Tamil Nadu has expressed
satisfaction with the Un-

ion Budget, citing the spe-
cial attention given to their
sector this year.

Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman stated
that the Budget provided
special attention to
MSMEs and manu-
facturing, particu-
larly labour-inten-
sive
manufacturing.
“We have formu-
lated a package covering
financing, regulatory
changes and technology
support for MSMEs to help
them grow and also com-
pete globally, as men-
tioned in the Interim Bud-
get,” she said.

C.K. Mohan, president
of the Tamil Nadu Small
and Tiny Industries Asso-
ciation, welcomed the
new credit guarantee
scheme without collateral

and third-party guarantee
for the manufacturing sec-
tor. He, however, felt that
two points were left out.
One was the subsidy for
the technology upgrada-
tion scheme, which had
not been revived to
help MSMEs go in
for expansion. “We
expected a reduc-
tion in interest
rates for MSME
loans, which has
not been considered,” he
added.

V.K. Girish Pandian,
president of the Industrial
Estate Manufacturer’s As-
sociation, said that the tur-
nover threshold of buyers
onboarding on the TReDS
platform, which has been
reduced from ¥500 crore
to ¥250 crore, will help
MSMEs in supplying to
these units that had been
excluded all these years.

MSMESs oppose hike in electricity charges

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE/CHENNAI

The Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSMEs)
in Coimbatore have flagged
concerns over the hike in
electricity charges, stating
that it would “kill the in-
dustries” in the State.

M. Karthikeyan, presi-
dent of Coimbatore Dis-
trict Small Industries Asso-
ciation (CODISSIA), said
power costs constitute 15%
of the production cost for
engineering  industries,
and as high as 35% for
foundries. “Many small
and micro units will quit
manufacturing as they are
now running the units with
their own funds. We are
surviving by paying the
power costs from internal
accruals,” he said.

The CODISSIA has
called for a meeting of all
industrial associations in
Coimbatore on Thursday
to jointly press for a roll-
back of fixed charges. “We

Collective plea: The CODISSIA has called for a meeting of all

industrial associations in Ceimbatore on Thursday to jointly press
for a rollback of fixed charges. FILE PHOTO

are not opposing the tariff
hike. What we cannot sus-
tain is the hike in fixed
charges every year. No oth-
er State has such high fixed
charges,” he said.

The Southern India En-
gineering Manufacturers
Association president,
Mithun Ramdas, said Tamil
Nadu’s MSMEs were facing
challenges due to the sub-
sidies given in Gujarat for
manufacturing. The hike in
power costs will create a

critical situation for the
MSMESs, he said.

J. James, coordinator of
the Federation of Coimba-
tore Industrial Associa-
tions, said the 430% hike in
fixed charges was a huge
burden on the micro units.

The Southern India
Mills” Association said in a
release that while Maha-
rashtra considered shuttle-
less looms as powerlooms
and supplied power at a
concessional rate, Tamil
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Nadu levied normal/regu-
lar tariff, making the po-
werloom sector uncompet-
itive,

Meanwhile, the Tamil
Nadu Small and Tiny In-
dustries Association (Tan-
stia) has sought Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin’s
intervention to help the
MSMEs. C.K. Mohan, presi-
dent, Tanstia, said in a
statement that Tanstia had
been repeatedly request-
ing to reduce fixed charges
for LT and LT III-B indus-
tries. “Our Chief Minister
had committed to resolv-
ing this issue by meeting
various organisations and
stakeholders after the elec-
tion. But no such meeting
has been held so far,” Mr.
Mohan said.

Leaders flay hike

AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
has condemned the DMK
regime for the hike in pow-
er tariff, and said that the
State government could

have followed the Centre’s
order of absorbing the en-
tire losses of the State pow-
er utility, akin to how his
party had done when it
was in power.

AMMK general secre-
tary T.T.V. Dhinakaran re-
called that in 2022, the
quantum of increase in
power tariff was 30%, fol-
lowed by 2.18% the next
year, and 4.83% this time.
The government’s action is
burdening the people, he
said. ADMK Workers’
Rights’ Retrieval Commit-
tee coordinator O. Pan-
neerselvam said that per-
haps, this was for the first
time in the State that the
tariff hike had been made
in such a short time.

BJP State president K.
Annamalai said it was
shocking that within three
years of coming to power,
the ruling DMK had effect-
ed a manifold increase in
property tax, water charg-
es, and electricity charges,
among others.



G Balachandar
Chennai

Coimbatore-based  Pricol
Ltd, a leading vehicle dash-
board manufacturer, re-
mains one of the largest
spenders on research and
development (R&D) in the
Indian auto component in-
dustry, a strategy that has
ensured its competitive
edge in segments like driver
information systems (DIS).

In FY24, Pricol allocated
3.4 per cent of its revenue to
R&D, a slight decrease from
4 per cent in FY23. Exclud-
ing the Covid-19 years, the
company has consistently
spent over 3 per cent of its
revenue on R&D over the
past decade.

“We continue to invest
heavily in new product de-
velopment and process en-
gineering, amounting to

(Above) Source: Business Line, 16 July 2024, p. 2; (Below) Source:

nearly 4.5 per cent of our an-
nual turnover through our
engineering and technology
group to deliver best-in-
class products and services
and maintain our market
leadership,” said Vikram
Mohan, Managing Director
of Pricol, in the company’s
FY24 annual report.

MARKET SHARE GAINS
Pricol’s sustained R&D fo-
cus with higher spend, sup-
ported by high vertical in-
tegration in  product
development and manufac-
turing  capabilities, has
helped the company gain
market share in instrument
clusters over the years.

In FY23, the company’s
market share in two-
wheeler (2W) instrument
clusters stood at about 50
per cent, making it the
second largest player glob-
ally after Nippon Seiki. Also,

Vikram Mohan, MD, Pricol

its share in digital clusters
for e-2Ws stood at 80 per
cent and it maintains a
strong presence in commer-
cial vehicles and off-highway
vehicles, holding 70 per cent
and 90 per cent market
share, according to analysts
at Emkay Research.

The company is reported
to have made strong relative
market share gains over the
past five years, particularly
in 2W instrument clusters

compared with key compet-
itors such as Nippon Seiki
and Minda.

Pricol operates two R&D
centres approved by the De-
partment of Scientific and
Industrial Research, Min-
istry of Science and
Technology.

PATENT FILING
Pricol has filed 20 patents
for 15 inventions in India
and abroad, with 17 patents
already granted. “Innova-
tion remains a key focus
across all product develop-
ment functions to drive
growth,” the report said.
The ¥2,285 crore com-
pany is advancing techno-
logy development to meet
customer demands over the
next three years across all
R&D verticals, including
driver information and con-
nected vehicle solutions and
actuation, control and fluid

Pricol continues to flex its R&D muscle to retain competitive edge

management systems.
While many Indian auto
parts companies have in-
creased their R&D spending
due to technological and
regulatory demands, the av-
erage R&D expenditure in
the Indian auto sector re-
mains around 2 per cent,
with a few exceptions.

In contrast, global auto
parts manufacturers aver-
age above 5 per cent in R&D
spending.

For instance, German
auto parts giant ZF has aver-
aged 7.8 per cent R&D spend
over the past three years,
and Schaeffler AG, another
major German supplier, has
consistently spent over 5
per cent of its revenue on
R&D in the past five years.

In the OEM sector, Tata
Motors and Mahindra have
significantly increased their
R&D investments in recent
years.

Business Line, 17 July 2024, p. 2

CPCL to undertake new projects to
expand portfolio, revenue streams

G Balachandar
Chennai

Chennai Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd (CPCL) plans to un-
dertake new projects to ex-
pand its portfolio and revenue
streams, and maintain com-
petitive edge and sustainable
growth. It plans to produce
pharma-grade hexane in the
isomerisation unit at an es-
timated cost of ¥67.15 crore.

The project involves replacing -

existing conventional column
internals with divided wall
column (DWC) technology to
produce 35,000 mtpa of
pharma-grade hexane. This is
expected to be completed dur-
ing this quarter, according to
the company’s annual report
forFY24.

CPCL is
conducting a
Fluid Catalytic
Cracking Unit
(FCCU) revamp
scoping study to
enhance FCCU and
maximise propylene
production

Italso plans toimplementa
project for the production of
Group II/III lube oil base
stocks. It received first-stage
approval for this project. Pre-
parations, including the basic
design and engineering pack-
age (BDEP) and detailed feas-
ibility report, are complete,
and environmental clearance
was obtained in January 2024.

Final investment approval is

pen

CPCLis conducting a Fluid
Catalytic  Cracking Unit
(FCCU) revamp scoping

study to enhance FCCU and
maximise propylene produc-
tion. The study, awarded to
UOP last year, is in progress,
with the final report expected
by this month.

It has also taken up a feasib-
ility study for the installation
of a new de-oiling unit to pro-
duce micr talline wax.
The jobwasawarded to Engin-
eering India in March 2024.
The study is in progress and
the final report is expected to
be submitted by September
2024,

WATER PIPELINE
Meanwhile, the company is
laying a 22-km-long new 28-
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inch  desalination = water
pipeline and a new 10-inch RO
reject water pipeline between
Manali Refinery and its desal-
ination plant at Ennore, at an
estimated cost of ¥205 crore.
This project is expected to be
completed by September
2025.

In 2010, CPCL inaugurated
a 5.8-mgd desalination facility
at Kattupalli. By tapping into
seawater, CPCL has substan-
tially cut down on its use of
freshwater.

Providing an update on its
upcoming 9-mtpa Cauvery
Basin refinery at Nagapatti-
nam in Tamil Nadu, the com-
pany said site-enabling activit-
ies are underway. The cost of
the project, scheduled to be
completed in 39 months fol-
lowing statutory approval, is
estimated at 36,354 crore.



20-yr-old windmills in TN

may get 5-year extension

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

TANGEDCO CMD Rajesh La-
Khoni, along with Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corporation Lim-
ited (TNGECL) Managing Direc-
tor Aneesh Sekhar, has recently
proposed a five-year extension
for windmills that have complet-
ed 20 years. A final decision is
likely to be taken soon, official
sources said.

Windmills that have not yet
completed 20 years are likely to
continue operating under exist-
ing arrangements. Despite sev-
eral requests from owners of
windmills, Tangedco does not
seem to have plans to introduce a
repowering policy. With repower-
ing, windmills can increase the
height of their hubs and thereby
increase generation.

A senior Tangedco official
said, “Life extension will be giv-
en for the next five years subject
t0 the condition that these wind-
mills achieve 90% of their aver-
age power generation in the past
three years. For refurbishing
projects, a minimum of 25% in-
crease in generation compared to
the average generation of the
previous three years will have to
be achieved to qualify for the
banking system.”

In the banking system, surplus
power generated during high
wind seasons will be fed into
Tangedco’s grid. This banked en-
ergy will be supplied back to the
wind energy generators during
times when wind power genera-

e

. i j
o 1] ‘-sl

tion is low. The official added
that the maximum banking avail-
able is 50% of the generation be-
tween May and September, which
must be consumed from October
to March. Any excess banking
Wwill be considered lapsed.

Jayakumaran, CEO of Vayau-
lo Energy in Tirunelveli, said, “It
is impossible to achieve a 25%
increase in generation for the
banking system due to technical
issues”

A windmill generator, on con-
dition of anonymity, said, “In-
stead of implementing the re-
powering policy, Tangedco plans
to execute the life extension poli-
cy. We cannot accept these condi-
tions. Moreover, the power utility
does not have a clear plan. Once
we get detailed guidelines, we
will comment on them.”

Inresponse, a senior Tangedco
official said discussions on intro-
ducing a repowering policy are
under way.

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 July 2024, p. 4
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Fine looms, TN rushes to shore up renewable power

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU has stepped up
its efforts to sew up deals to
meet the 2024-25 target of 29.91%
of power to be derived from re-
newable energy sources. The
state power utility, however,
may find it difficult to meet the
target set by the union power
ministry.

Failure to achieve this renew-
able purchase obligation (RPO)
may cost state power utilities
dearly as the ministry has fixed
penalties. A senior official of
Tamil Nadu Generation and
Distribution Corporation (Tan-
gedco) told TIVIE that the utility
faces a fine of ¥3.72 for every
unit of shortfall if it fails to
meet the target by the end of
this fiscal (March 31 of 2025).

RP
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“The penalty clause has been
introduced for the first time,”
sources said.

The RPO mandates all elec-
tricity distribution licensees to
produce or procure a minimum
quantity of their energy re-
quirement from renewable
sources.

To escape the penalty clause,

Source: Ministry of Power

efforts are on to procure addi-
tional solar power in the state.
Tangedco has signed a deal with
Solar Energy Corporation of
India to procure 1,000 MW and
is expected to enter into anoth-
eragreement to purchase an ad-
ditional 1,500 MW.

“We also have 3,750 MW of re-
newable energy projects in var-

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 July 2024, p. | & 7

ious stages of completion. This
includes 3,100 MW of solar, 350
MW of wind, and 300 MW of
rooftop solar,” said an official.

Officials, however, believe
that it may be impossible to
achieve the target of 29.91%.

“In 2023-24, the state con-
sumed 1,28,213 million units
(MUs) of energy, with Tangedco
procuring around 24,000 MUs
of green energy. For the current
financial year, Tangedco needs
to procure approximately 39,000
MUs of green energy. Achiev-
ing this target is impossible,”
said a senior official.

TN, known for its wind ener-
gy, has an installed capacity of
10,592 MW from wind. It pro-
duced 13,500 million units in
2023-24, way below the potential
as most windmills are above 20
years old. P7

‘We need to increase solar
energy by 5-6%in 2024’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: As of
March 2024, the state also has got
solar plants with an installed
capacity of 8,146 MW. During 2023-
24, the state harnessed 11,033 million
units of solar energy. “We need to
increase solar power by at least
5-6% this year. Therefore, we must
purchase or produce additional solar
power,” the official said. “As part of
the Paris Agreement, the centre is
committed to reduce carbon emission
and increase share of non-fossil fuel
energy sources to 40% of installed
electric power capacity by 2030. To
meet this goal, all power distribution
companies across the country have
been instructed to boost green
sources,” said another official. ENS

5% of platform economy bikes run on battery, finds report

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE state is eyeing the electrifi-
cation of the platform economy
with around 5% of the two-lakh
commercial two-wheelers in-
volved already found to be elec-
tric vehicles (EV), according toa
report released on Thursday by
Guidance TN and OMI founda-
tion. Bike taxis and food delivery
services constitute a majority of
vehicles in platform economy.
EV adoption in the commer-
cial segment is experiencing
rapid growth, particularly where

vehicles are leased and owned by
the delivery or fleet operators.
This model faces fewer barriers
like financing and charging

infrastructure. B2B pro- -

viderslike Zypp Electric. &
etcplayacrucialrolein = |
this segment by provid-
ing EVs and supporting
the charging infrastruc-
ture, states the report,
which provides key insights
and strategies for the electrifica-
tion of commercial two-wheelers
in the state.

The report states that drivers

of taxis, rickshaws or delivery
vehicles, who hitherto had no
record of daily or monthly earn-
ings, now have detailed state-
ments of their past and
current earnings and fu-
ture earning potential,
thanks to the digitisa-
tion of jobs by the busi-
ness platforms. This in-
formation helps banks,
NBFCs as well as new-age
fintech companies to extend
credit to the platform workers.
Though there is no system of
collateral, financial institutions

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 July 2024, p. 6

are extending cash flow-based
loans to the new-age workers.
Many platform economy busi-
nesses like Zomato, Flipkart,
Swigegy and Big Basket have
started electrifying their fleets.
Other major companies like Ola
and Uber have also made an-
nouncements of fleet-level elec-
trification, which would also ex-
tend to two-wheeler bike taxis.
If half of commercial two-
wheelers were to go electric,
avoidance of at least 85,410
tonnes of CO2 could be achieved
annually within the state. The
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report, while comparing the to-
tal cost of ownership of an elec-
tric bike model for commercial
operations with that of a petrol
bike, states that users of electric
two-wheelers can save ¥1,15,000
-%1,35,000 over three years.

The report states that EV two-
wheeler adoption has gained mo-
mentum in Tamil Nadu, account-
ing for 86.18% of total EV sales
in the state during the financial
year 2022. The report was un-
veiled by Vishnu Venugopalan,
managing director and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Guidance TN.



Conquering the skies with flying taxis

lIT-Madras start-up aims to disrupt traditional urban mobility with compact electric drones

TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

small sized drones with a

carrying capacity of 5 kg
to 10 kg in the sky spraying
pesticides or involved in sur-
veillance of critical infrastruc-
ture or delivering drugs to re-
mote’  areas.  But the
IIT-Madras-incubated ePlane
is trying to disrupt the sector
with its eVTOLs (electric Ver-
tical Take-off and Landing) —
an electric drone that can
carry both cargo and passen-
gers. The 3X3 m sized muti-
‘copter drone can carry 35 to
50 kg of cargo, travel at 400 ft
andupto S0km.

ePlane, which got funding
of $5 million for the project, is
building India’s first and the
world’s most compact flying
electric taxi with a vision to
make flying ubiquitous, says
Satyanarayanan R Chakrav-
arthy, Professor, Department
of Aerospace Engineering,
IIT-Madras, and Founder-
Director of ePlane.

If a car takes an hour to
reach a destination or a heli-
copter 27 minutes, eVTOL
will take just 14 minutes,
claims the ePlane team.

eVTOL will serve short
haul mobility and urban mo-
bility where there is a traffic
congestion problem, says Prof

I t’s a common sight to see

THE NEXT BIG THING. ePlane’s eVTOL promises faster and
greener commutes in congested cities specia arrancemenT

Satyanarayanan, adding that
electric aviation will disrupt
the aviation sector in the fore-
seeable future.

FROM INDIA, FOR WORLD
“What is good for India is
good for the world. India
should do it ahead of others.
The country has UPI, the
Aadhar stack and EVMs, then
why not electric aviation,” he
asks.

The five-year-old deep-
tech start-up has developed a
subscale prototype that it
demonstrated last year. It is
now working ona commercial
version. “We are on the verge
of flying that in the next few
weeks, and then we will com-
mercialise it. The subscale
version is not meant for pas-

Source: Business Line, 15 July 2024, p. 6

senger travel but for cargo. We
will tap logistics players to ad-
optit. We have to gothrougha
certification process for that
aswell,” he says.

“We are working on the
passenger version, getting
into the detailed design phase
now. We will get into proto-
typing later this year. By early
next year, we should have the
first passenger prototype,”
says Prof Satyanarayanan.

The company has built
autonomous flight paths for
collisionavoidance. Itwill also
set up an autonomous Air
Traffic Control with manual
override for safe landing at
various locations, he says.

The subscale prototype will
be governed by drone rules.
Although it can go at high alti-
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tudes of around 5,000 ft, it can
be flown under 400 ft as well.
There may not be much
hindrance in India as most
buildings are 50 m to 100 m
tall, he explained.

The 50 kg payload could be
the mid-mile segment for cli-
ents like logistics players and
parcel delivering companies.
“We are not going to replace all
of the cargo movement. We feel
that precious cargo, time crit-
ical cargo, medical supplies and
organs between hospitals are a
few examples where we can
come in,” he says.

SPREADING WINGS

Drone is a competitive space
with different players deploy-
ing different sizes and variet-
ies. However, eVTOL flies
withwings to cover longer dis-
tances. The key is to test the
commercial prototype. “We
are a few weeks away from its
flight test of atleast 100 hours.
Then we will go through the
certification process. We are a
few months away from com-
mercialisation,” he adds.



Tamil Nadu needs to bring together its expertise in various
industries by settmg up drone clusters and common faczhtles

ahub for drone-makmg T
country. It has expertise in
airframes, motors, propellers
to electronics components to
embedded engineering to soft-
ware development and data analytics. All
that is needed for a drone ecosystem to
thrive. Now, experts say, it needs to align its
engineering capabilities and talent pool.
More than 40 startups in the state focus
on this segment with at least 10 receiving
funding, including key players such as
Dhaksha Unmanned System, Garuda
Aerospace, Yali Aerospace. Tamil Nadu is
one of the key players in the drone
ecosystem in the country, says Prof Satya
Chakravarthy, founder and CEO of ePlane
company. It’s one of the leading electric
vertical take-off and landing
(VTOL) drone startups eyeing
commercial air taxi service.
More and more domestic
firms are getting into
making battery packs,
motors, propellers, flight
controllers, says Chakravathy.
“The state govt should set up a
drone manufacturing hub,

for export,
component design
and development,
tax holidays for
companies for
VAR e e 1
integration,” he
says. “And a centre
of excellence for
drones with
industry-academia
partnership could
help make a
durable and
, reliable supply
chain in the
state,” he
adds.

T hie

providing incentives *

state govt is getting better at incentivisation
and has taken the important step of working
on drone-testing facilities, says Prof HS N
Murthy, head, aerospace engineering
department, IIT Madras. “We must tap the
existing defence corridor, connect the nodes
to leveraging existing ISRO suppliers,
windmill OEMs, automobile ecosystem, ICE
engine manufacturing at Coimbatore
[ .y and electronics components at
Chennai and Trichy. We have
to enable MSMEs working in
these areas, help them
market their own products.
Somebody has to connect
them all,” he says.

“Though drones are touted as advanced
technology, we have a whole lot of technical
capability and know-how for most of the
components,” says Murthy. The state govt
should take efforts to certify and standardise
drone components to promote a reliable
supply chain, he adds.

The challenge for MSMEs and startups
in making crucial parts lies in the lack of
volumes, more than the competition from
cheaper imports, says Ramanathan
Narayanan, director and chief executive of
Dhaksha Unmanned Systems. The prospect
of incurring costs of development and
injection moulding without volume is
hindering growth, he says. “Technology
transfers are happening and we can see the
development in the next three years,” he
adds.

“The state govt could provide additional
grants, infrastructure, common facilities
for medium and small-scale

industries, he says and calls TN’s
plan to provide testing facilities for
drone makers a game-changer. In
terms of skill, he says, he is taking
efforts to bring credit courses for drones
and update curriculum reflecting the
current trends in UAVs,” says Dr K Senthil
Kumar, director Dr Kalam Advanced UAV
Research Centre, a dedicated drone research

Source: The Times of India, | July 2024, p. 2
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centre at Madras Institute of Technology.

More than incentives, there is a need for
a level-playing field for domestic players;
the govt should ensure import curbs are
strictly enforced, says Sai Pattabiram,
managing director of Zuppa Geo Navigation
Technologies. Zuppa, which makes flight
control units for drones, got selected under
PLI for drone components. But, says
Pattabiram, drones too should get a PLI
scheme like the one for semiconductors.

“Tamil Nadu is on its way to becoming
a drone hub, planning the country’s first-
ever drone testing centre,” says Chirag Jain,
partner at consultancy Grant Thornton
Bharat. He says Google’s plans to start
drone manufacturing in the state will
secure India’s place on the global map and
forge a path for more investments.
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Aligning R&D focus to market needs and commercialising patented
technologies can spur high-value growth in Tamil Nadu
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t is difficult to build commercial

products in an academic setting, says

Prof Prabhu Rajagopal, who is in

charge of the office of innovation

® andentrepreneurship at IIT Madras.
4. “The maturity of the technology re-

quired by the market is very high and

it’s difficult to do that in an aca-

demic setting because of fund-

ing and other challenges. After Tamil Nadu has to be on the business side too,

a point, the funding body and not just in product building,”

student lose interest and good she adds.

developments get stranded,” deeptech and One of the advantages of

he adds. emerging tech IIT-M-incubated deep-tech
“In startups, the product startups, as per iTNT startups is expertise brought

delivery is much more hub database by faculty members and |

accelerated. What takes years

in a research lab can bedone ina

e'.\ months,” sayvs Prof Rajagopal.

on to start his venture.
About 15% or 92 IIT-M
into entrepreneurship,
at any institute in the
! urns gut more
, according to
Annual Report
3 Tamil Nadu also has around 17%

Source: The Times of India, 29 July 2024, p. 2

of the engineers who graduate every year,
more than any other state.

With the right environment, resources,
talent pool, mentors, investors, the innovator
can start an entrepreneurship journey, says
Tamaswati Ghosh, chief executive of IIT-M
incubation cell. “With commercialisation,
one can do a lot more to solve critical issues

for industry and by scaling up
technology it can have a larger
societal impact.” Innovation has

industry veterans. Ghosh says
decades of industry collaboration
paved the way for the current
ecosystem at the institute. Now, it tries to
replicate this model with ‘build clubs’ in
smaller city colleges. “This allows students
to experiment. They get experience of
project management and eventually may get
into entrepreneurship.”
Bridging the gap between innovation and
market needs is top priority for Vanitha
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Venugopal, chief executive of deep-tech
incubator iTNT hub. The agency with its
Jigsaw platform has a database of 4,300
researchers and connects R&D with market
demands. The agency is planning an IP
conclave at the yearend to facilitate
technology transfers at a glebal level.

“Institutions should create collaborative
ecosystems and funding. Instead of just
filing a patent or putting it as a research
paper, they should proactively seek
collaboration with industries,” says Vanitha
Venugopal.

Similar tech transfer efforts were taken
up by Anna University as well. Its vice-
chancellor Dr R Velraj says there’s been a
significant increase in the number of patents
in the last few years. And, there are concerted
efforts to commercialise them through the
tech transfer office. He says royalty from a
particular drone technology is in crores,
highlighting the impact of IP licence.

Technical institutions should have an
industrial park to expose students to
industry trends, says Velraj. “There is huge
talent available outside Chennai. More
efforts should be made to build incubation
and conduct hackathons there,” he adds.

Multinationals are key contributors to
Tamil Nadu’'s research landscape. An
industry veteran from the state says the
huge student talent pool in the state could
be tapped to bring products quickly to
market; this is not possible by industries
alone. “Tamil Nadu needs more research
parks, incubation and acceleration centres
around major engineering colleges,” the
veteran adds.

Siva Padmanabhan, managing director
of AstraZeneca India, says Chennai has
become a mature market able to attract
talent from other parts of the country post-
COVID. The Anglo-Swedish pharma firm
has its largest capability centre in Chennai
and helps the parent speed up clinical trials
and safety studies.

He says Tamil Nadu needs to develop
industry-specific clusters and create three
Es - talent that is educated, has exposure
and is experienced. “Companies need to
provide opportunities to people to transition
into the global capability centres from the
IT, ITES industry through internship
programmes, building exposure. For
experience, we need to get more people in
industry-relevant roles. None of the states
has cracked this, but I think Tamil Nadu can
if it selects five to six sectors that we really
want to be the best known for,” he adds.

TAMIL NADU LEADS IN IP FILING
SINCEFY2 .
m:m ;:;Ebﬁ{:gions %%ch:zaztions
Tamil Nadu 7,686 5,206
Maharastra | 5,626 | 4508

5564 3613
Karnataka 5,408 3,17
Punjab M6 2007
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Will the Hosur airport become a reality?

What are the challenges and obstacles to the Hosur airport project proposed by the Tamil Nadu government? Why is the project being proposed for Hosur? How

can an airport gain clearance from the Civil Aviation Ministry? What is the process to be followed?

EXPLAINER

Sanjay Vijayakumar

The story so far:
amil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin announced in the
legislative assembly plans for
setting up an international
airport on 2,000 acres of land, with the
capacity to handle three crore passengers
annually, in the industrial town of Hosur,
which is 40 kms away from Bengaluru.
While the airport has been a long
standing demand of the industrialists in
the area, one of the hurdles is that the
concession agreement signed between
the Centre and the Bangalore
International Airport Ltd (BIAL), the
operator of Kempegowda International
Airport Bengaluru, does not allow for
new or existing airports (except for
Mysore and Hassan airports) within an
aerial distance of 150 kms before 2033.

‘What is the significance of Hosur?
Hosur in Krishnagiri district is located on
the border of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.
Hosur is situated at 3,000 metres above
sea level and according to a report by
online publisher Visual Capitalist in 2021,
it was ranked 13 in the world among the
list of cities with the fastest population
growth with an annual growth rate of
5.38%. Hosur has emerged as a flourishing
industrial town with prominent
companies such as Tata Electronics, TVS,
Ashok Leyland, Titan, and Rolls-Royce
(IAMPL) establishing significant
operations in the area. It has emerged as a
nucleus for auto and electric vehicle
manufacturing, advanced manufacturing,
logistics and electronics. The industrial
town is also strong in traditional sectors
like floriculture and horticulture.
Estimates suggest that around 3,000
MSMEs are present in the region, engaged
in engineering fabrication, tooling, and
polishing, among others.

The State Industries Promotion
Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited

Source: The Hindu,
2 July 2024

Source: The Times
of India, |1 July
2024, p. 5

(SIPCOT), the State government’s nodal
agency to promote industrial
infrastructure, has established industrial
parks in Hosur in two phases spread over
2,093 acres. SIPCOT is currently in the
process of acquiring land of 3,382.84
acres for expanding and setting up new
industrial parks in the region. Private
industrial parks have also come up in the
region. To meet the water requirement of
the industries located in the Hosur area,
SIPCOT is establishing a 20 megalitres per
day Tertiary Treatment Reverse Osmosis
(TTRO) plant at Kelavarapalli, which is
expected to be completed by September.
According to Tamil Nadu Industries
Minister T.R.B Rajaa, the airport project
in Hosur will enhance connectivity and
stimulate economic growth, benefiting
not only Hosur but also neighbouring
districts such as Dharmapuri and Salem.

ISTOCKPHOTO

He has also pointed out that the new
airport will foster a twin-city ecosystem
with Bengaluru, propelling growth in
both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

What about the previous plan?

Hosur airport is owned by Taneja
Aerospace and Aviation Limited. In 2023,
replying to a question by Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) Rajya Sabha
MP P. Wilson, the then Union Minister of
State for Civil Aviation General (retired)
V.K. Singh said in the first round of
bidding under the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS)- Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik
(UDAN}), a bid was received for the routes
Chennai-Hosur-Chennai and due to the
concession agreement with BIAL the
route was not awarded and Hosur airport
was deleted from UDAN document for
future round of bidding.

What does the Union Civil Aviation
Ministry’s guidelines state?

As per the present guidelines of the Civil
Aviation Ministry, the regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) while granting licence to operate
a greenfield airport should take into
account that no greenfield airport would
be allowed within an aerial distance of
150 kms of an existing civilian airport. In
case a greenfield airport is proposed to be
set up within 150 kms of an existing
civilian airport, the impact on the existing
airport would be examined and such
cases would be decided by the
government on a case to case basis. Such
an application shall be first considered by
the Steering Committee, headed by the
Secretary of Civil Aviation. After
considering the application, the Steering
Committee shall make a suitable
recommendation to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. The Ministry shall place the
matter before the Union Cabinet for its
consideration and the DGCA would grant
alicence only after their approval.

In 2017, the Centre granted in-principle
approval for a greenfield airport at Jewar
in Greater Noida based on the
recommendations of the Steering
Committee on Greenfield Airports. The
Noida International Airport is located 72
kms from the Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport, Delhi and 65 kms from the
Hindon Air Force station Ghaziabad. The
Centre said the airport in Delhi NCR
region will help decongest the IGI Airport
and will serve the people of Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Agra, and Faridabad.

‘What next?

Airport projects have a long gestation
period to come on stream. Given that the
DMK government is part of the
Opposition alliance, it has to negotiate
hard with the Centre to get the necessary
relaxation in norms for setting up the
airport, besides other regulatory and
environmental clearances. Setting up the
necessary supporting infrastructure for
the airport is another challenge which
needs to be overcome.

THE GIST
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin announced plans for
setting up an international
airport on 2,000 acres of land,
with the capacity to handle
three crore passengers
annually, in the industrial town
of Hosur, which is 40 kms away
from Bengaluru.

v

As per the present guidelines of
the Civil Aviation Ministry, no
greenfield airport would be
allowed within an aerial
distance of 150 kms of an
existing civilian airport.

v

Given that the DMK
government is part of the
Opposition alliance, it has to
negotiate hard with the Centre
to get the necessary relaxation
in norms for setting up the
airport.

1,872km of roads in state
to be relaid before 2026

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Roadsrunningtoa
length of 11,872km in Tamil
Nadu would be re-laid by
2026, benefitting 20 corpora-
tions and more than 100 mu-
nicipalities.

A total of 9,346km of
roads in TN would be re-laid
under Tamil Nadu Road In-
frastructure Project scheme,
Kalaignar Nagarapura Salai
Mempattu Thittam scheme,
state and central finance
commission funds, said a
statement from municipal
administration and water
supply department, quoting
announcements made by
chief minister M K Stalin in

the state assembly recently.

Another2,526km of roads
would be relaid under a spe-
cial funding of ¥1,000crore by
thestategovt. These would be
completed by 2026.

About 53 storm water
drain projects in Avadi, Tam-
baram, Mangadu, Kundrath-
ur and Poonamalle areas
have been completed ata cost
of Z145crore.

Further, 56,958 saplings
of Naaval, Nelli, Kodukapuli,
Badam, Vembu, Tamarind,
and Pungai have been plant-
ed on 127 acres of reclaimed
land legacy landfills in 41 lo-
cal bodies of Tamil Nadu.

The chief minister appre-
ciated the municipal admin-
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istration and water supply
department for making Ta-
mil Nadu one of the best
states inthe country.

The MAWS department is
also improving various civic
infrastructure projects un-
der Chennai Smart City
Scheme at a cost of
?10,890crore in 11 corpora-
tions.

Stalin said six corpora-
tions were newly created and
further, announcements to
upgrade Karaikudi, Pudu-
kottai, Tiruvannamalai, Na-
makkal municipalities into
corporations were made.
These places would get the
necessary civic development
plans too, he said.



‘Highway works worth 46,617 cr. under way in T.N.

The Hindu Bureaun
CHENNAI

The Union Minister of
Road Transport and High-
ways, Nitin Gadkari, has
said a total of 71 highway
projects for a length of
1604.48 km and amount-
ing to ¥46,617.5 crore are at
the implementation stage
in Tamil Nadu.

He made this statement
while replying to a query

raised by DMK Lok Sabha
Member Dayanidhi Maran
last week.

Mr. Maran had sought
the details of new road and
highway projects being
planned or considered for
the State.

Mr. Gadkari said the
scope of these projects
broadly included capacity
augmentation, construc-
tion of bypasses, bridges,
underpasses, road safety

Source: The Hindu, 30 July 2024

works to enhance Level of
Service, and to ensure safe-
ty for the road users. Major
projects have been under-
taken on East Coast Road
from Mamallapuram to Pu-
ducherry, Walajapet to
Andhra Pradesh-Tamil Na-
du border, Vellakoil to
Erode section, on Mettupa-
layam-Karnataka border
section.

Mr. Maran also asked
the Union Minister to pro-

vide details of the benefits
the said projects will ac-
crue and the measures be-
ing taken to ensure mini-
mal disruption to residents
and industries during the
construction phase.

The Union Minister re-
plied that the benefits
would include reduction in
traffic congestion, travel
time and vehicle operating
cost, and generation of em-
ployment to the locals.

Statewing takes up 4-laning work of 3 NH routes

Move aims at easing the pressure on NHAI; it is for the first time TN’'s NH wing is undertaking such massive projects

Coimbatore-Sathyamangalam route | ASHWINPRASATH

The three four-laning projects are to be taken up on Thoothukudi-Kanniyakumari
NH. Ramanathapuram-Rameswaram-Dhanushkodi route, and

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

WITH the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) be-
ing burdened with several
projects, the four-laning work
of three major highways in the
state has been transferred to
the state government’s national
highways wing,. It is for the first
time that the state govern-
ment’s NH wing is set to under-
take such massive projects that
involve several crores of
rupees.

The three four-laning projects
are to be taken up on
Thoothukudi-Kannivakumari
NH, Ramanathapuram-Ram-
eswaram-Dhanushkodi route,
and Coimbatore-Sathyaman-
galam route with two-lane ex-
tension from Sathyamangalam

Source: The New Indian Express, || July 2024, p. 4

to Tamil Nadu-Karnataka bor-
der. Additionally, several by-
pass projects, too, have been
handed over to the state gov-
ernment’s NH wing.

According to official sources,
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways has already ap-
proved the widening of 120-km
East Coast Road from
Thoothukudi to Kanniyaku-
mari via Tiruchendur, with
¥392.33 crore allocated for land
acquisition. “The four-laning
of ECR from Mamallapuram to
Nagapattinam is being carried
out by the NHAI However, the
120-km stretch from Thoothuku-
di to Kanniyakumari was hand-
ed over to the state government
last year for widening,” an of-
ficial from the highways de-
partment said.
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Similarly, the widening of
Ramanathapuram-Rameswar-
am-Dhanushkodi NH from two
lanes to four lanes will be taken
up by the state national high-
ways wing. Land acquisition is
also under way for the widen-
ing of Coimbatore-Sathyaman-
galam-TN/ Karnataka border
road, with ¥639.18 crore already
been allocated for the project.
“A detailed project report is be-
ing prepared. Once approved
by the centre, construction
work will begin,” the official
added.

Additionally, the state gov-
ernment will undertake the
formation of bypass roads for
Vellore, Vettavalam and Thiru-
vaiyaru on behalf of the NHAI
with a total of Z559.17 crore
sanctioned for these projects.
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B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

THE trial study of government
buses running on Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG), which is
12% to 13% cheaper than diesel,
has yielded encouraging re-
sults, reducing average fuel ex-
penses by T4 toT4.5 per km. Ad-
ditionally, the CNG buses
achieved a mileage of 6 to 6.98
km per litre compared to 5.2 to
5.96 km for diesel buses. The av-
erage price of CNG isI75t0379
per litre, depending on the sup-
plier, while high-speed diesel is
791.5 per litre.

Conducted by Pallavan Trans-
port Consultancy Services, a
technical arm of transport de-
partment, the study revealed
that six buses (two each from
Madurai, Salem, and Kumba-
konam corporations of TNSTC)
run on CNG fuel for more than
50 days are not only cost-effec-
tive but also offers better mile-
age compared to diesel. Moreo-
ver, it also showed that the cost
of around %6 lakh to convert a
bus to CNG can be recovered in
a month.

Official sources noted that
the savings in operational ex-
penses could amount to several
crores of rupees with a large-
scalemigration to CNG. A study
on five more CNG buses oper-

THURsDAY 18.0/.2024

Operational cost of CNG buses 13%
cheaperthandiesel vehicles: Study

6 lakh spent for converting a diesel bus into CNG vehicle can be recovered in one month

"~ PERFORMANCE OF CNG BUSES IN THREE TNSTC DIVISIONS

I - Maduai |

Gross run (in km) 4513 | 1,825 1,607
Consumption CNG/Diesel (in litre) Te4/801 1 1121/1,313 431/519
Mileage CNG/Diesel (km) 6.08/5.65 @ 6.98/5.96 6.17/5.2
Cost per km CNG/Diesel (in 7) 12.34/16.30 |11.3913.34| 12.89/17.36
Fuel Cost Savings per km (in?) 3.96 3.05 4,67

ated by Coimbatore, Tirunel-
veli, and Villupuram corpora-
tions is under way.

K Phanindra Reddy, secretary
of the state transport depart-
ment, told TNVIE that the study
assessed cost savings from in-
creased mileage, reduced fuel
expenses, and the performance
of the companies involved in
the conversion of buses. “The
expenses of ¥5.51akh to T6 1akh
per bus incurred for converting
a diesel bus to CNG can be re-
covered within a month. The
CNG buses performed better
during daytime operations.

However, minor leaks were re-
ported at night. With these en-
couraging results, staff will re-
ceive more training on the
usage and maintenance of CNG
buses.”

An MTC bus converted to run
on a CNG engine caught fire on
July 2. An inquiry by a commit-
tee from MTC and the private
company involved in the con-
version revealed a leak in the
CNG engine had triggered the
accident.

Reddy said the study also
evaluated the performance of
the companies converting die-

sel buses to CNG. “When the
government decides to expand
the use of CNG vehicles for
public transport, companies
that convert the best-perform-
ing buses will be given prefer-
ence,” Reddy said.

According to the trial study, a
mofussil bus from Madurai con-
sumed 437 litres of CNG, where-
as the diesel bus required 519
litres of diesel for covering 2,697
km. The CNG bus recorded a
mileage of 6.17 Km per litre
compared to 5.2 km for the die-
sel bus. The Madurai transport
corporation spent 47,361 on
diesel, while the cost of CNG
was 34,755, saving a total of
712,606 and registering per km
savings of T4.67.

Similarly, two buses from the
Kumbakonam corporation saved
%17,913and 319,024, operating for
4,523 km and 4,260 km respective-
Iy. The average savings per km
wereT3.96 and T4.47.

As per official data, the eight
transport corporations run 78.7
lakh Km per day, with TNSTC Sa-
lem buses alone covering 9.15
lakh km daily. The remaining di-
visions cover 7.8 1akh to 9.9 1akh
Km per day.

The state has nearly 10 compa-
nies that supply CNG including
I0CL, IRM Energy, Torrent Gas,
Adani Total Gas and others.

Source: The New Indian Express, |18 July 2024, p. 4

State Transport Corporations to outsource drivers, conductors

The Corporations have floated bids for selection of service providers to choose drivers and conductors; all labour laws that are in force will be applicable to the contractors who provide manpower

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he State Transport
T Corporations, in-
cluding the Metro-

politan Transport Corpora-
tion-Chennai, have
embarked on the process
of outsourcing drivers and
conductors.

The Corporations have
floated bids for selection of

service  providers to
choose drivers and con-
ductors for regular bus op-
eration for 11 months,
which can be extended by
another 11 months.

A total of 700 drivers
and 500 conductors are re-
quired for MTC-Chennai;
801  driver-cum-conduc-
tors for the State Transport
Corporation-Kumbako-
nam; 169 drivers and 260

conductors for Tirunelveli;
and 148 drivers and 245
conductors for Coimba-
tore. In the case of Chen-
nai, the salaries prescribed
for a driver and a conduc-
tor per month are 327,934
and ¥27,597 respectively.

In general, all labour
laws that are in force will
be applicable to the con-
tractors who provide the
manpower.

Source: The Hindu, 28 July 2024

There are six STCs,
namely Villupuram, Sa-
lem, Coimbatore, Kumba-
konam, Madurai and Tiru-
nelveli, apart from the
MTC and the State Express
Transport  Corporation
(SETC). The fleet strength
of the eight corporations
together is 20,260 buses —
18,728 scheduled buses
and 1,532 spare buses.

The buses are run on

10,132 authorised routes.
As on March 31, 2024, the
staff strength in all the Cor-
porations was 1,11,019 with
ridership of about 645.4
crore last year.

“With increasing costs
of fuel, employee salaries
and interest on loan, STUs
[State Transport Undertak-
ings] are now facing a
struggle for survival,” says
the Transport Depart-

ment’s Policy Note for
2024-25.

The document says des-
pite the financial crunch,
bus fares have been main-
tained at the same level as
January 2018.

The revenue loss, which
was 35,230.56 crore during
201920, went up to
¥8,328.53 crore next year
(the pandemic year). In
2023-24, the loss declined
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to 6,317.49 crore, which
was an unaudited figure.

A senior official says
others may also outsource
“based on necessity.” Be-
sides, the Institute of Road
Transport is working on a
notification for the recruit-
ment of regular staff,
which may be out soon.

To a query on the stay
granted by the Madras
High Court last year on the

process, the official says
the court had eventually
upheld the State govern-
ment’s right to recruit hu-
man resources through
outsourcing. Opposition
parties and trade unionists
have been going on record
that the Corporations, at
all levels, have vacancies to
the tune of 25,000. But the
official has refused to com-
ment on this claim.



Risky passage:
At Annanur, the
commuters have
access to the
station only
through the
subway linked
through the
railway shed
Some of them
crawl under the
parked trains
to reach the
platforms.

M. VEDHAN

Rail commuters suffer inadequate
amenities in the western section

Thousands of people use the stations at Annanur, Pattabiram, and Thiruninravur, where residential development has happened rapidly.

For example, platforms 1 and 2 at Pattabiram, used for operation of the suburban trains, have not been paved for years

CITY MATTERS

R. Srikanth

he suburban train commuters

in the western section, from

Avadi, Tiruvallur, and beyond,

have been affected by delayed
train operation every day. To add to their
problem is the lack of amenities at several
important stations. Southern Railway has
initiated renovation of the Ambattur, Ava-
di, and Tiruvallur stations under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme. But commuters
complain about poor amenities at the oth-
er stations.

Social activists allege that unlike the
Tambaram-Chennai Beach section, where
urban development has stagnated because
of clustered residential accommodations,
the western section has seen phenomenal
residential development along Annanur,
Pattabiram, Thiruninravur, Tiruvallur,
Veppampattu, and Nemilichery.

Land availability

The residential development has hap-
pened because of the availability of vacant
land on both sides of the track at Annanur,
Pattabiram, and Thiruninravur, and the
suburban train services to Chennai Cen-
tral. And the residents depend primarily
on the train services to go to the city as bus
transport is limited.

The Pattabiram station, after Avadi, is
used by thousands of commuters. But so-
cial activists say there are only a few trains
and amenities.

K.S. Gopalakrishnan, a former member
of the Zonal Railway Users’ Consultative
Committee, says platforms 1 and 2 at the
station, which are used for operation of
the suburban trains, are in a poor condi-
tion. They have not been paved for years.
The problem of rugged surface also
plagues the footbridge, where if a commu-
ter could fall down the stairs if he is not
cautious.

He says that though a shelter was in-
stalled on platform 3, it has been designed
in such a manner that commuters will get
drenched when it rains. It is useful only in
shading the commuters on a hot day. The

More than 60,000
commuters use the
Thiruninr: station

every day, and they

have been requesting
for basic amenities

Spotlight on poor access: A commuter wades through water in the Annanur subway.

station also suffers from inadequate illum-
ination and absence of fans. Cleanliness on
the platforms has gone for a toss as fish
vendors are allowed to sell in the evenings.

Long wait for ticket

Mr. Gopalakrishnan says the station is
used by commuters who are daily wage la-
bourers and who are forced to waste their
time waiting at the crowded ticket coun-
ters. Previously, three counters operated
at morning and evening peak hours, but
only two counters operate now, and only
one works in the morning and evening
hours. An automated ticket vending ma-
chine (ATVM) has been installed, but most
of the commuters, of the low income
group, cannot afford to buy a smart card.

At the last meeting, Abdul Hameed, a
member of the Divisional Railway Users’
Consultative Committee (DRUCC), re-
quested the opening of additional coun-
ters at Pattabiram.

At Annanur, the commuters live on both
sides of the track, but they have access to
the station only through the subway linked
through the railway shed. It is flooded
whenever it rains. The commuters have
been seeking a footbridge to access the

ad

Commuters have been seeking a footbridge to access the platforms. M. VEDHAN

Source: The Hindu, 3 July 2024
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platforms of the station. At present, the
commuters have to walk through the sub-
way or crawl under the parked trains to
reach the platforms.

‘No amenities for decades’

Consumer activist T. Sadagopan says the
Pattabiram Military Siding station, located
before the E-depot station, has no ameni-
ties even five decades after the station
came up.

He points out that several residential co-
lonies have come up, with retired defence
personnel settling in the localities. Railway
officials have not taken any action on peti-
tions for a footbridge.

More than 60,000 commuters use the
Thiruninravur station, located before Tiru-
vallur, every day. Under the aegis of the
Thiruninravur Rail Passengers’ Welfare As-
sociation, they have been requesting for
basic amenities at the station.

S. Murugaian, secretary of the associa-
tion, lists the demands: construction of a
subway linking the platforms, speeding up
of the construction of the overbridge, esta-
blishment of a Government Railway Police
post, installation of an electronic display
board and closed circuit television came-
ras, the construction of an additional cycle
and two-wheeler stand, and laying of a
proper access road on the northern and
southern sides of the station.

Feasibility study

A senior official of the Chennai Division of
Southern Railway says platform shelters
have been installed at the Pattabiram sta-
tion in compliance with the norms, and a
feasibility study will be conducted for
building new shelters.

As for the demand for opening an addi-
tional ticket counter, the official says two
counters are in operation; one of them
functions round the clock and the other
works during the day time. For opening an
additional counter, the Railway Board has
set the norm of 1,000 tickets a day, but at
Pattabiram, the tickets sold daily stand at
935.

Steps will be taken to install drinking
water facilities at the Pattabiram, Annanur,
and Thiruninravur stations, as demanded
at the DRUCC meeting, the official says.



135newBS Vibuses added
to TNSTC fleetinaweek

Initiative is part of the state government’s decision to introduce
7,682 new buses; plans on to replace 200-250 buses every month

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennal

THE state transport corpora-
tions have gradually begun re-
placing damaged and worn-out
government buses with new BS
VI buses, as 10 to 25 new vehi-
cles were introduced in each
region across the state. A total
of 135 new buses were intro-
duced by the Villupuram, Sa-
lem, Coimbatore, and Madurai
TNSTC divisions between July
11 and 17, bringing the total
number of new buses intro-
duced since the DMK assumed
office to 1,404. This initiative is
part of the state government's
plan to introduce 7,682 new bus-
es to enhance publie transport
accessibility and efficiency.
These new buses are in addi-
tion to the 850 BS IV buses that
were renovated and reintro-
duced last year.

“Of the 135 buses, 101 have
been deployed on mofussil
routes, while the rest replaced
ordinary buses used for the free
travel scheme for women and
others. More buses are to be in-
augurated in Tirunelveli and
other places. We plan to replace
200 to 250 buses every month,”
a senior official said.

In the past, the transport de-
partment would inaugurate
large number of buses such as

100, 200 or 500, after being
flagged off by the chief minis-
ter in Chennai. “Bus manufac-
turing companies and body-
building units only dispatch 15
to 25 buses at a time. Holding
buses for inauguration for sev-
eral days leads to huge finan-
cial losses for the corporations.
Considering that over 50% of
the fleet (nearly 9,800 buses) is
overaged, the new buses are be-
ing inducted at regional or dis-
trict-level functions,” the offi-
cial explained.

For town services, the gov-
ernment has placed an order
for 552 low-floor buses, of which
352 are earmarked for MTC
Chennai, 100 for TNSTC Coim-
batore and 100 for TNSTC Ma-
durai. Sources said new low-
floor buses for MTC and SETC,
recently dispatched by the
manufacturers, are being regis-
tered at RTOs in Chennai.

“About 30 to 35 MTC and
SETC buses have been regis-
tered and will be inaugurated
soon,” said an official. The new
services are being introduced
in high-demand routes, replac-
ing damaged buses. “We also
prioritise reintroducing buses
that were stopped during the
lockdown.” added the official.

The 135 buses were intro-
duced on routes such as Kalpa-

kkam - Bengaluru, Kilam-
bakkam Tiruchy, and
Puducherry/Chennai/
Kancheepuram - Tirupati by
Villupuram Corporation. The
Coimbatore TNSTC inducted
these buses to serve commuters
travelling to Mysuru from
Erode and Coimbatore, from
Ooty to Madurai, Palakkad, Ka-
1likottai, and Cannanore, and
from Mettupalayam to Tiruchy,
among other routes.

The proposed 7,682 new buses
include 1.000 vehicles planned
for each of the financial years
2022-23 and 2023-24, and 3,000
new buses for 2024-25. Addition-
ally, 16 new buses are slated for
procurement under the Special
Area Development Programme
and 2,666 buses are planned for
purchase with funding from
KfW. a German-based bank.

The 3,000 buses proposed for
2024-25 include 1,000 low-floor
electric buses for MTC funded
by the World Bank. Addition-
ally, 500 electric buses will be
procured through loans from
KfW. In total, the MTC plans to
acquire 1,500 electric buses.

The daily patronage of gov-
ernment buses stands at 1.76
crore passengers, including
51.5 lakh women and others
who utilise free travel services
in 7,179 ordinary buses.

(Left) Source: The New Indian
Express, 22 July 2024, p. 4

(Below) Source: The Hindu,
29 July 2024

T.N. sees increase in luxury car registration among the affluent group

Sanjay Vijayakumar
Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has seen an in-
crease in registration of
luxury cars among a grow-
ing affluent population.

According to data
sourced from the State’s
Commissionerate of Tran-
sport and Safety, there has
been an increase in regis-
tration of motor cars for
which the sale value is over
330 lakh. In 2023-24, 8,475
such cars were registered
in the State - an increase of
about 46.2% from 5,797
cars in 202223,

In 202122, 3,954 cars
were registered, as against
2,816 cars in 202021
(which was impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic).
In 2019-2020, 4,187 cars
were registered. “While
there is no standard defini-
tion for luxury cars in In-
dia, generally they are
known by brands such as
BMW, Audi, Mercedes-
Benz, and ultra luxury
brands such as Rolls-
Royce,” auto industry exp-
ert Som Kapoor, Partner at
EY Future of Mobility, said.

Tamil Nadu has seen an

increase in registration of
luxury car brands too. In
202324, 2,714 luxury cars
were registered - an in-
crease of about 19.3% from
2,275 cars in 2022-23. In
2023-24, the BMW saw the
highest registration at 1,192
cars, followed by Mer-
cedes-Benz at 1,122 cars.
Other brands include Ja-
guar Land Rover (217),
Porsche (84) and Audi (77).

The State also witnessed
registration of ultra-luxury
brands such as Rolls-Royce
(4), Ferrari (1), Maserati (3),
Aston Martin (1), Bentley
(7) in the Chennai Zone
during 2023-24.

The Chennai Zone saw
the highest number of lux-
ury brands registered at
1,668 in 2023-24. It was fol-
lowed by Coimbatore Zone
with 510 cars, Madurai
Zone, 110; Tirunelveli
Zone, 95; and Tiruchi
Zone, 65.

Vikram Pawah, presi-
dent, BMW Group India,
said in terms of sedans vs
sports activity vehicles
(SAVs), the preference of
customers in the State was
almost the same towards
both. “However, we see an
increasing popularity of

Top of the line choice -

Registration of motor cars for which the sale
value is over 230 lakh grew 46.2%, from 5,797
cars in 2022-23 to 8,475 cars in 2023-24. Luxury
brands saw a 19.3% jump in registration in 2023
24. Here are the top five zones for registration of

luxury cars in Tamil Nadu

Zone Aston | Audi | Lamborghini | Bentley | BMW | Ferrari | JaguarLand | Maserati | Mercedes | Porsche Rolls- | Grand

Martin Rover -Benz Royce | Total
Chennai 1 34 5 7 715 1 144 3 706 48 4 1,668
Coimbatore 2 1 228 37 203 20 510
Madurai 2 61 9 35 3 110
Tirunelveli 6 34 6 45 4 95
Tiruchi 3 33 3 27 1 67
Zone Aston | Audi| Lamborghini | Bentley | BMW | Jaguar Land | Maserati | Mercedes | Porsche | Rolls - | Grand

Martin Royce | Total
Chennai 33 7 3 547 73 1 726 52 2 1,444
Coimbatore| 1 [ 21 [ 101 24 164 23 424

- Source:

Madurai 4 40 5 26 1 76 & i
Tirunelveli | 3 [ 20 1 26 4 63 nggh’snm
Erode 2 27 2 24 3 58 qaonaed

Note: A zone comprises the main city and its surrounding districts. For instance, Chennai zone includes 24 Regional Transport and Unit

offices covering Chennai, Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram and Chengalpattu districts. | COMPILED BY N. SAI CHARAN

SAVs in the region. The
most popular sedan is the
BMW 3 Series, while popu-
lar SAVs include BMW X1,
BMW X3, BMW X5 and the
flagship model BMW X7,”
he added.

The luxury class mo-
dels, BMW 7 Series, BMW

X7, BMW i7 and BMW XM,
command a sizeable por-
tion of sales, Mr. Pawah
said, adding: “The custom-
er base for luxury cars has
evolved tremendously in
the last decade. Apart from
traditionally wealthy fami-
lies, a new group of achiev-

ers having a global outlook
and an eye for luxury pro-
ducts has emerged in In-
dia. Young entrepreneurs
and leaders are actively
shaping the demand for
luxury car market. With
the rise in disposable in-
come, they are not hesitant

to spend on luxury pro-
ducts and services...”
Santosh Iyer, managing
director and CEO, Mer-
cedes-Benz India, said
there was a strong affinity
for top-end luxury sedans
such as the S-Class and
Long Wheelbase E-Class in
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Chennai, and in the State.
Customers in the State also
love Mercedes-Benz SUVs
like the GLA, GLC and
GLE, he said, pointing out
that Mercedes-Benz out-
paced the overall luxury
car industry market in Ta-
mil Nadu, growing by 6%,
even as the industry grew
by 2.5% in January to June
2024.

The customer base for
Mercedes-Benz in Tamil
Nadu comprises an inter-
esting mix of businessper-
sons, entrepreneurs, real
estate developers, start-up
founders, and professional
clientele such as doctors,
lawyers and salaried cor-
porate professionals, Mr.
Iyer said, adding: “Apart
from the important hub of
Chennai, we are witness-
ing a rising customer de-
mand for our cars from es-
tablished markets such as
Coimbatore, Tiruchirapal-
li, Madurai, and Salem;
and from emerging mar-
kets such as Kancheepu-
ram, Tiruvallur, Erode,
and Tiruppur. The trend is
encouraging as it under-
lines the development and
potential growth of Tamil
Nadu as one of most ad-

vanced economies across
the country.”

Balbir Dhillon, head of
Audi India, said that over
the past three years, the
company observed a nota-
ble increase in sales within
the region. “It is a market
that has an appetite for
performance cars. From
the very loved Audi Q3
right up to the flagship RS
e-tron GT, our sports elec-
tric car, (costs upwards of
1.9 crore) - we have wit-
nessed good demand. Our
RS range specifically has
many brand fans and
buyers in the region,” Mr.
Dhillion added.

After COVID-19, many
youth and emerging entre-
preneurs are purchasing
top-end cars. Today, 70%
of our customers are aged
below 50, he said.

EY’s Kapoor said that in
the recent years, luxury
car sales had seen good
traction in metros, Tier-II
and Tier-III cities. Yet, they
account for only 1% of the
overall passenger car mar-
ket in India. The growth of
luxury car sales has been
faster than the traditional
cars, and the trend is likely
to continue, he added.



On increase in electricity tariff in T.N.

Has tariff rise become a constant practice? Why are Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises protesting the rise in electricity tariffs in Tamil Nadu? Apart from tariff

hikes, why was the Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution Corporation Limited in the limelight recently?

EXPLAINER

T. Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
n July 15, the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (TNERC)
announced an average hike of
4.83% for domestic and all other
consumers. The increase came into effect
retrospectively from July 1. The
Commission waited for the Lok Sabha and
Vikravandi Assembly byelection results
before announcing the tariff increase,
even as it indicated, in its tariff order of
September 2022, that the new tariff will
come to effect from July 1 every year. Even
though the previous increase of 2.18% was
made effective from July 1, 2023 for
various types of consumers, the State
government absorbed the burden of the
increase for most of the consumers,
including in the domestic category, which
accounts for around 2.3 crore consumers.

Why has the tariff been increased?
The genesis for the present revision can
be traced back to the TNERC's tariff order
of September 2022 when it was decided
to adopt a multi-year tariff framework,
beginning from FY2022-23 to 2026-27. The
Commission had noted that considering
the trend in Consumer Price Inflation
(CPI) rates which were in the range of
4.9% to 6.3%, between 2018 and 2022, the
CPl index seemed to be a convenient fit.
At the time, the panel also decided that
irrespective of the inflation rate, the
actual annual increase would be capped
at 6%. Besides, the State government’s
support to the Tamil Nadu Generation
and Distribution Corporation Limited or
TANGEDCO (now called Tamil Nadu
Power Distribution Corporation Limited
or TNPDCL) has been on the rise for the
last few years. For instance, the figures of
tariff subsidy and grants, which were at
¥8,876.36 crore and %11,671.06 crore
(totally $20,547.42 crore) during 202122,
rose to ¥14,976.42 crore and ¥17,127.18

Feeling the heat: AIADMK cadres stages a demonstration condemning the government for the
electricity tariff hike in Madurai on July 23. AsHoK. R

crore (332,103.6 crore) during 2023-24. An
official said the increase would fetch an
additional revenue of 2,720 crore and
that the power utility was still expected to
end the year with a loss of 12,280 crore
assuming that there is no significant
increase in demand during the year.

What has been the impact?

The State government asserts that about
one crore domestic consumers have been
spared of the increase. There is no change
in the scheme for free consumption of
100 units bi-monthly for the domestic
category or the free power supply scheme
for huts and agriculture.

Source: The Hindu, 25 July 2024

However, Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), which are over 25
lakh in number (as per official
registration) and provide employment to
the local youth, have protested strongly
against the increase, saying that it puts a
heavy burden on them. According to the
segment of open end spinning mills, the
higher electricity charges mean 25,000
additional outgo a month. The mills
would have to shell out ¥0.35 a unit as
additional tariff and 35 per KvA (Kilo-volt
Ampere) as additional maximum demand
charges. The power charges went up by
75,000 a month last year. Such frequent
increase in power cost is making the

textile industry of Tamil Nadu
“uncompetitive,” G. Arulmozhi, a
representative of the industry, complains.
Even though many political parties
have condemned the tariff increase, the
government has remained unfazed.

For what else was the State power
utility in the news recently?

Early this month, the Directorate of
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption (DVAC)
registered a preliminary inquiry into
allegations of serious irregularities in the
tender conditions and import of coal by
the erstwhile TANGEDCO which caused a
huge loss to the State exchequer. This
followed the government’s nod. Arappor
Iyakkam, a Chennai-based anti-corruption
body, had alleged, in its complaints to the
government at different points of time,
that there was massive corruption in the
import of coal involving TANGEDCO
officials, Adani Global Pte Ltd. and others
to the tune of T6,066 crore between 2012
and 2016. The allegation centred around
both the cost and quality of power
supplied.

Even though there has been no
statement from the government on this
score, the policy note of the State Energy
Department for 2024-25 states that the
Tamil Nadu Power Generation
Corporation Limited (TNPGCL), an entity
formed out of the former TANGEDCO
only to handle production from fossil
fuel, has their coal quality wing headed
by a superintending engineer to monitor
the quality of domestic and imported
coal. The Quality Council of India and the
Central Power Research Institute (CPRI)
are being engaged to sample and analyse
domestic coal at the mine end and
imported coal at the discharge end.

In the middle of this month, there were
reports in a section of the media that
industrialist Gautam Adani visited
Chennai and held meetings with people
whose identities have not yet been
revealed publicly. The Adani group was
said to be keen on implementing the
Parandur airport project and expanding
the Kattupalli port.
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On July 15, the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (TNERC)
announced an average hike of
4.83% for domestic and all
other consumers.

Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), which are
over 25 lakh in number (as per
official registration) and
provide employment to the
local youth, have protested
strongly against the increase,
saying that it puts a heavy
burden on them.

v

The State government asserts
that about one crore domestic
consumers have been spared
of the increase.



TNERC announces 4.83%
hike in electricity tarift

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Electricity
Regulatory  Commission
(TNERC) has announced a
hike of 4.83% for domestic
and other consumers. The
hike was effected as per
the consumer price infla-
tion (CPI), the organisation
said. The new tariff order
will take effect from July 1
this year and would be ap-
plicable for both energy
and fixed charges.

In the tariff determina-
tion order, the TNERC clar-
ified that it had hiked the
electricity charges based
on the CPL

As per the tariff order,
the slabs for domestic con-
sumers have been in-
creased in the range of 20
paise to 55 paise per unit.
While the unit cost under
the minimum slab of 400
units bi-monthly, is being
increased from ¥4.60 per
unit to ¥4.80 per unit; the
hike in the slab of 401-500
units is from ¥6.15 to T6.45;
501-600 units, the cost is
being hiked from ¥8.15 to
%8.55; 601-800 units, it is
increased from 39.20 to

Rising cost
The new tariff will take effect from July 1

Tariff for domestic consumers

Units ! old rate | New rate

N 0-400 | 14.60 %4.80
401-500 16.15 36.45

: SE']-.‘-GO-U ;8‘15 _'\‘8.55
"601-.800 39.20 ?-9.65
B801-1000 210.20 10.70
Above 1000 231.25 ?11.80

%9.65; in the slab of 80I-
1000 units, the hike is from
%10.20 to %10.70 and the
highest slab of above 1,000
units, the tariff is being
fixed at 11.80 against the
old rate of T11.25.

In the instance of a con-
sumer using 500 units, the
new bimonthly charges
would be ¥2,565 against
the old rate of ¥2,455.

For common facilities in
multi-storey apartments,
including low tension (LT)
of tariff category IE (apart-
ments with more than
three floors without lift),
the rate has been increased
to T8.55 from 8.15 per unit
and the fixed charges have
been revised to T107 per ki-

lo watt per month against
the old rate of 3102.

The tariff for other LT
category of public lighting,
water supply and sewage
has been increased from
38.15 to T8.55 and the fixed
charges have been revised
from T102 to T107.

The tariff has also been
increased for places of
worship, cottage and mi-
cro industries, private edu-
cational institutions and
hostels, and industries and
information  technology
services.

In the high tension cate-
gories also, the energy
charges along with de-
mand charges, have been
increased.

(Left) Source: The Hindu, 16 July 2024

(Below) Source: The New Indian
Express, 13 July 2024, p. 4

Tangedco’s trifurcation gets centre’s approval

A senior official told TNIE,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@ Chennai

THE Union government’s Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) has approved the trifur-
cation of Tangedco to Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited (TNPDCL),
Tamil Nadu Power Generation
Corporation Limited (TNPG-
CL), and Tamil Nadu Green En-
ergy Corporation Limited
(TNGECL) on June 27.

The power utility has conse-
quently notified this to all its
chief engineers, superintend-
ing engineers, and other em-
ployees on Friday, directing its
employees to use the new name,
TNPDCL, in all communica-
tions. “All contractors, suppli-
ers, customers, and others with
contracts, agreements, or
bonds with Tangedco should
be informed about the trifurca-
tion. TNPDCL will now be re-
sponsible for all obligations.
New purchase orders and work
awards should be issued in the
name of TNPDCL,” the utility
said.

“TNPGCL and TNGECL were in-
corporated on February 9and 10
this vear. A provisional transfer
scheme has been announced to
transfer assets, rights, liabilities,

and personnel from Tangedco to
TNPGCL and TNGECL.”

He added, “Discussions are
under way about logos for the
new companies, staff transfers
and other activities. We aim to

Numbers speak
Provisional financial balance of TNPGCL, TNGECL as on April1, 2023 (in crore)

m INPGCL
1 TNGECL

I 25580

56,398

Hon-current
assets including
fixed assets

Equity
share capital

Borrowings
(Non-current)

Total assets
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complete these tasks by the end
of the year.”

Highlighting the importance
of the new companies, another
official said, “The trifurcation
aims to improve performance.
Separating power generation
from distribution will reduce fi-
nancial losses. The power gen-
eration corporation will now
compete effectively with private
entities.”

R Murali Krishnan, former
all-India president of BMS (Elec-
tricity wing), criticised the lack
of discussion with unions about
employee transfers, causing
misunderstanding between the
management and staff. He urged
Tangedco to consult unions be-
fore transferring emplovees.

A SekKkizhar, state general
secretary of TNEB Employees
Federation requested the power
utility not to reduce its work-
force. He said, “We have op-
posed the formation of new
companies from the start, fear-
ing privatisation. The state gov-
ernment should reconsider this
decision.”



83% electricity bills in TN paid via digital mode

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

DIGITAL payment of power
bills has seen a significant up-
tick with about 83% of payments
now being paid through that
mode in TN, sources said. “Par-
ticularly, all high-tension con-
sumers (industries) across the
state make payments only
through digital mode,” an offi-
cial said.

In financial year 2023-24, the
Tamil Nadu Generation and Dis-
tribution Corporation (Tanged-
co) collected 50,217 crore to-
wards power bill payments
through digital channels. This is
a 31% increase compared to
¥38,329 crore in 2022-23. A senior
Tangedco official told TNIE,
“Digital payments are growing
every vear. We have made it easy
for consumers to pay their bills

DIGITAL COLLECTION
(% in crore) for the
past five years

2003-24:
50 2'I7

2002-13: .
38,329.73 (
2021-22; _‘

24,316.78
2020-21: 18,742.97
2019-20: 18,520.25

through net banking, Bharat
Bill Payment System, e-seva cen-
tres, post offices, payment gate-
ways, debit/credit cards, bank
counters, and much more.”
With these facilities being ex-
tended to consumers, collection

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 July 2024, p. 4
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(count in lakh) for
the past five years

2019-20: 375.22
’\

/ . 2020-21: 439.18
ll_ |' ]
——/ 2021-11:516.42

p—
/ 2072-23: 654.95
_——12023-2:792.14

efficiency has crossed more than
99%, the highest in the country,
he said.

Another official highlighted
the use of SMS for various noti-
fications. “We send SMS for me-
ter assessment, payment confir-

mation, reminders three days
before the due date, and notifica-
tion of power outages. We send
33 crore messages annually.”

Tangedco serves 3.5 crore con-
sumers spread across domestic,
commercial, agricultural, and
industrial sectors. Tangedco col-
lects charges from 1.3 crore con-
sumers every month.

“As a pilot project, we have in-
troduced QR code facilities in
direct collection centres in the
north region,” the official said.

M Sureshkumar, an IT em-
ployee from Villivakkam, Chen-
nai, welcomed Tangedco’s dig-
ital payment initiative and
suggested discounts for those
using online platforms. “States
like Telangana, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh offer discounts to
encourage online payments,” he
said.

>

1 Vivek.Narayanan
@timesgroup.com
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{'Chennai: The state received
112861 crore domestic tourists
i .and 11.75 lakh foreign tourists
“in 2023. And, to manage this
‘massive influx, however,
‘thereare only 31 tourism secu-
ity personnel and very few
tourist police in the state. Al-
Fthough the state tourism de-
ent plans to induct
ore ex-servicemen, includ-
women, as tourism war-
lens, industry experts stress
\'the need for at least 20 person-
and tourist police at each
tination.

» Providing snilty and prevent them from

security to th unnﬂ-gdlmmuéf
||n:l| free prohibited area, an

z = prcwide asslstanee

> Provision of § proner

communication to > Fmdlngnluhﬂlwrlm

tourists or their bebngbw

> To provide first aid Il«lhg

assistance, guide tourists ;,,omm

to hospitals | of atourist when they're

» Look out for themand | atan unfamiliar location

Since 2010, Tourist Securi-
ty Organisation (TSO) has op-
erated under Tourism depart-
ment, ensuring safety and

providing communication
support to tourists in their lo-
cal languages. Currently, TSO
personnel, all ex-servicemen,

Source: The Times of India, | July 2024, p. 4

operate infive tourist centers:
Mamallapuram, Ooty, Kodai-
kanal, Rameswaram, and Ka-
nyakumari, with six person-

nel at each destination. Chief
tourist warden captain Divya
Prabha, stationed in Chen-
nai, coordinates and moni-
torsthe wardens’ work.
Despite their low num-
bers, TSO personnel have pre-
vented 4,951 drownings be-
tween 2019 and 2023, primar-
ily in coastal areas or pilgrim-
age centers such as
Rameshwaram, Kanyakuma-
ri, and Mamallapuram. “We
are equipped with life buoys
and trained in rescue,” said
Prabha. Additionally, the war-
dens have facilitated 93 in-
stances of first aid and hospi-
talization, located 345 missing
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tourists, and recovered 535
missing belongings.

Wardens ensure tourists’
safety and security, manage
crowds, facilitate VIP move-
ment, and assist in locating
lost tourists. “They are
trained in multiple languag-
es, including English, Kanna-
da, Malayalam, Tamil, and
Hindi,” said Prabha.

But, representatives from
the tourism industry said, a
lot of improvements need to
bemade. “The govt should un-
derstand the roles, responsib-
ilities, and importance of the
wardens. Their visibility
should be improved like that

‘Tourism department needs more muscle power to handle massive influx

of thecity police. They should
be on the field always, said
Sriharan Balan, chairman,
tourism, Southern India
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SICCI).

Meanwhile, the state govt
plans to introduce TSO per-
sonnel to Madurai, Trichy, Ti-
ruvannamalai, Thanjavur,
and Hogenakkal, and expand
the existing numbers in Ma-
mallapuram, Ooty, Kodaika-
nal, Rameswaram, and Ka-
nyakumari. “Weare planning
to have 20 personnel at each
-center, including 10 women,
under the Nirbhaya fund,” a
senior official said.



Tamil Nadu’s own Stonehenge left to
rot with its potential for research

An ancient observatory is found at the State’s first astro-archaeological site in Sivaganga. This points to a highly learned group called Tamil Arivargal which had resided in the

region. This group, which finds a mention in Tholkaappivam, was well versed in astronomy, tracking not only the movement of the sun and the moon but also of the stars

Beulah Rose

bout 4000 years ago, a south Indian

traveller might have taken advantage of

the best navigational season to reach

Sumeria. There, to write a letter home,
he would have used the stylus and he might have
engraved his well-being in cuneiform, the oldest
form of writing, on a clay tablet. This would be
baked and sent by sea to his homeland, perhaps a
village in Tamil Nadu. But this clay tablet did not
make its way home, but remained in Sumeria to
be unearthed centuries later. In the early 20th
Century, it was translated and found that the
Sumerian language and the Dravidian language,
the early Tamil script, had a genetic linguistic
relationship. Though many can vouch for the fact
that Tamil Nadu had a flourishing culture 4000
years ago, the remains that are being unearthed,
other than rock paintings, only reveal a thriving
culture from about 3000 to 3500 years ago. But
artefacts from south India that have been
unearthed in Mesopotamia point to a civilization
of over 4000 years.

The first astronomers
One can assume that the traveller might have
taken with him objects like wood and gold to be
traded. Along with his business acumen, he
would have exchanged his knowledge of the stars
and the moons with the Sumerians. History says
the Sumerians, or the ancient Mesopotamians,
were among the first astronomers, and they had
come up with a solar year consisting of 365 days.
After gaining new knowledge for a few years, this
unnamed traveller might have returned home. It
may have been possible that his home was in a
village now called Ellanthankarai in Sivaganga.
South India had a flourishing megalithic
civilization. Potsherds, beads, and ornaments are
still being unearthed from areas around
Pudukkottai, Sivaganga, and Ramanathapuram.
Residents like Sumathi of Kalayarkoil, which is 8
km from Ellanthankarai, say that each time
someone digs up the ground for erecting a
building, pieces of black and red pottery keep
coming up. This claim is backed by the recent
discovery of a huge burial and habitation site by
amateur archaeologist Ramesh at Ellanthankarai.

A glorious past: A cylinder pillar still stands at what is believed to be an astronomical observatory ground

P

at Ellanthankarai in Sivaganga district. At right is a potsherd at the megalithic burial site. R. ASHOK

Assuming that the early traveller was from the
region, the finding of an ancient observatory at
the burial site assumes significance.

K. Balakrishnan, principal, Bharathi
Matriculation School, Tiruchi, and a resource
person in astro-archaeology, says this is the first
astro-archaeological site in Tamil Nadu that
reveals a clear observatory ground. This would
then lead to a highly learned group called Tamil
Arivargal who resided in the region. According to
Madurai-based archaeologist Ve. Balamurali, the
earliest mention of these people is in The
Tholkaappiyam. These people were well versed in
astronomy. They would disseminate what they
learnt to others and this form of learning was
called Ainthiram, the mention of which is also
found in The Tholkaappivam.

Today, at Ellanthankarai, opposite the open
prison, is a 70-acre land covered with thorny
shrubs. Here lies the huge burial site dating back
to the megalithic period. A small canal, now
called the Nattarkaal, divides the burial site from
the habitation sites. This canal may have been
once a distributary of the Vaigai or it may have
been dug for irrigation. This stream drains into
the sea on the Ramanathapuram coast. The
habitation sites seem to have been built near
lakes and ponds. As the region is characterised by

Source: The Hindu, 26 July 2024

floodplains, rain-fed agriculture might have been
practised here.

Numerous cairn circles

The burial site, filled with brownish granular soil,
seems to be on an elevated plain. The burial
ground is mostly flat, and might have been
treeless, and with not much human disturbance,
it would have been the perfect place for the
ancient astronomers to observe the night sky. A
walk through the site reveals numerous cairn
circles signifying the remains of a huge
population of early people. The cairn circles are a
megalithic burial place. The site is marked by a
circular or quasi-circular arrangement of stones
with a chamber often containing the remains of
the deceased, along with grave goods such as
pottery, tools, and beads.

At each turn among brambles, one can
glimpse shards of black and red pottery and
sometimes thick red ware pottery. Some retain
their shape in the dense laterite soil and some are
broken, hanging precariously in pits dug by
vandals. Many of the stones show signs of heavy
erosion and at some places, there are gaps
revealing that they have been removed. Some of
the stones are fully covered with climbing shrubs.

And in the midst of this burial site, the Tamil

Arivargal had an observatory. A cylinder pillar
still stands. Here, these men might have hunched
down to observe the sun, the moon, and the
stars. The site is strewn with menhirs, large
upright stones that may signify some sort of ritual
or a marker for a calendar. A very distinct
menhir, shaped like an anthropomorphic figure,
might have represented ancestral worship and
played a major role in the celestial study.

Accurate reading of axial tilt

Mr. Balakrishnan says that after making
continuous reading at the site, they found that
the ancient people had even got the earth’s axial
tilt precisely, which is about 23.5 degrees. These
stones, some roughly hewn into a star shape,
some hacked to reveal the first and third quarters
of a moon, are in a line straight to the
observatory point.

He says this study of celestial movement might
have been the precursor to making a calendar.
The marking of seasonal changes by observing
the stars was needed for the early merchants to
travel to Sumeria. It would have also helped to
predict the monsoonal season for the early
farmers. Even today, if one observes from the
pillar, the winter solstice, the summer solstice,
and the equinox are perfectly marked with the
stones set in the precise location, Mr.
Balakrishnan adds.

“What is needed are steps to protect this site
that has immense potential for research. The U.K.
government has turned a similar
astro-archaeological site, the Stonehenge, into a
major tourist attraction. At Stonehenge, only 52
of the original sarsen stones remain, but here we
have numerous menhirs, a clearly marked station
stone, and laterite stones kept in a studied
distance with markings reflecting their use in
astronomy,” Mr. Balamurali laments.

Sources from the Tamil Nadu State
Department of Archaeology confirm that
Ellanthankarai is a massive burial site and steps
are being taken to protect it. As for its importance
to astronomy, they say that more research needs
to be done. Till then, the Tamil Arivargal will
remain hidden in the crumbling pages of history
and will have to wait for someone to unlock their
knowledge of the stars.

Kumittipathi rock paintings reflecting Kongu history to be developed as tourist spot

Ancient rock paintings t the foothills of Kumittipathi Hills, Coimbatore | exes

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 July 2024,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

ROCK paintings in Kumittip-
athi Hills, which is situated
near Thirumalaiyampalayam
in Coimbatore, will soon gain
wide exposure as the state ar-
chaeology department is all set
todevelop the place into a tour-
ist destination.

A senior official from the ar-
chaeology department said this
is part of a statewide pro-
gramme to preserve and devel-
op 10 historically important

archaeological sites. An an-
nouncement regardingthe plan
was made in the Assembly by
Minister for Archaeology
Thangam Thennarasu this

ear.

“A GO announcing ten places
as protected sites would be re-
leased soon. After this, the gov-
ernment would sanction funds
every year for maintenance.
Some of the places which can
be easily accessed by people
would be turned into tourist at-
tractions. Kumittipathi rock
paintings is one of the places

p. 4

on the list,” a source said.

As the number of devotees
visiting the Murugan temple
situated atop the hill is increas-
ing, the department hopes that
it will be convenient for people
to know about the paintings
which reflect the history of the
Kongu region.

An officer in the archaeology
department of Coimbatore re-

gion said three ancient rock
paintings have been identified
at Vettaikaranmalai near Vel-
larukkampalayam in Thondam-
uthur region, Alagu Nachiyar
Koil at Govanur near Periva-
naickenpalayam and the last
one is at the foothills of the Ku-
mittipathi. “The first two plac-
es are situated inside a reserve
forest. Whereas Kumittipathi

The first two rock paintings are situated inside a reserve forest.
Whereas, Kumittipathi can be easlly accessed. This Is why people
damaged the paintings without reallsing thelr herltage value

An officer, Archaeology Department { Coimbatore)
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can be easily accessed. This is
why people damaged the paint-
ings without realising their
heritage value,” the officer add-
ed. The officer said two types of
rock paintings have been iden-
tified in India - red and white.
In Kumittipathi, the paintings
are white, believed to be 2,500
years old. The paintings illus-
trate life style of the pre-San-
gam era and the relationship
between people and elephants.

The state government has in-
creased fund from ¥2 crore to¥3
crore, sources added.



Dratt report to improve sewer
network to be ready soon

The consultant needs to identify affected areas, recommend improvements needed for optimum

efficiency of infrastructure. The study will focus on modernising sewage collection system

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he old sewerage in-
T frastructure that of-
ten faces recurring

complaints in Chennai’s
core areas may be im-
proved in a few years. The
draft report of the study
that was commissioned to
assess the existing condi-
tion of the sewer network
is set to be ready by Octob-
er.

In a bid to improve the
sewerage system on par
with the rapid growth in
the metropolis, Chennai
Metrowater had hired Sai
Consultants to study the
network that is over six de-
cades old in the city, cover-
ing 174 sq.km. and spread
over zones 4,5,6, 8,9,10
and 13.

The consultant would
have to identify the chroni-
cally-affected areas and re-
commend improvements
essential for optimum effi-
ciency of the infrastruc-
ture. Officials of the Metro-
water said the consultant
would evaluate the condi-
tion of the network in each

By S AP AL,

Attention sought: Residents often complain of sewage mixing with

P T el

drinking water on Vedagiri Street in Chinthadripet. r. RAGU

zone — from sewage gener-
ation to disposal practices
and reuse of treated sew-
age in the zones.

The study would focus
on modernising the sew-
age collection system
linked to sewage treatment
plants in  Perungudi,
Koyambedu, Nesapakkam
and Kodungaiyur. At pre-
sent, about 580 million
litres of sewage is collected
in core parts everyday.
With the completion of
projects, the network
would be able to carry an
additional 200 mld of sew-
age.

Metrowater’s sewerage
infrastructure comprises
pipelines running to a
length of nearly 2,879 km,
including pumping main
lines, 221 pumping stations
and 92,378 machine holes.
The water agency would
take decisions, including
on building new pumping
stations and increasing the
capacity of the sewer lines
to suit the projected popu-
lation in 2060 based on the
report of the study.

Residents of various
parts of the city, including
Chintadripet, noted that
the sewer lines needed a

revamp. Sewage mixing in
drinking water is a recur-
ring complaint on streets
like Vedagiri Street and
Mangapathy Street in Chin-
tadripet.

Over ¥1,700 crore
Officials of the Metrowater
said the consultant would
have to suggest specific so-
lutions to inadequacies in
the sewage collection. The
interim report has project-
ed the estimated cost to be
around 1,771 crore for the
projects. Nearly 60% of the
sewage pumping stations
and lines and 28% of the
machine holes are likely to
be replaced to address is-
sues in chronically-affected
areas.

Localities such as Ko-
dungaiyur, Saidapet and
K.K.Nagar would largely
benefit from the scheme.

The projects would also
mean less pollution in the
waterways. About 1,000
sewage outfalls in Adyar,
Cooum and Buckingham
Canal are likely to be
plugged apart from arrest-
ing sewage overflow into
storm-water drains.

(Left) Source: The Hindu,
30 July 2024

(Below) Source: The
Hindu, 5 July 2024

State housing board plans to complete
construction of over 3,000 units by 2025

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Housing
Board (TNHB) will com-
plete the construction and
development of more than
3,000
commercial
layouts
schemes by the end of
2025.

According to the policy
note of the Housing and
Urban Development De-
partment for the financial
year 2024-25, the TNHB is
involved in construction
as well as area develop-

residential and
units and
under various

ment projects in various

places.

Under the Self-Finance
Scheme, in which allottees
have to pay the cost of the
flats in advance, the TNHB
is executing eight projects
in Chennai, Chengalpattu,
and Tiruchi for various in-

The TNHB is involved in constr
projects at various places. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

-

come groups. A total of

2,385 units are under con-
struction for low-, mid-
dle-,
groups at a cost of ¥I886
crore. The TNHB is likely
to complete six of the
eight projects by 2025.

and high-income

uction as well as area development

The completed
rojects are handed
over to the local
bodies for
maintenance

crore. Further, under its
Area Development
Scheme, the housing
board has been creating
layouts on its land with
roads, street lights, water
supply and sewers. These
residential and commer-
cial plots are sold to mem-
bers of the public by a
draw of lots or through an
auction.

The completed projects
are handed over to the lo-
cal bodies for mainte-
nance. The TNHB will
complete 779 units in
Chennai, Vellore and Thi-
ruvallur districts by next
year.

Similarly, 592 units are
under construction for re-
sidential and commercial
purposes at Arumbak-
kam, Ashok Nagar, K.K.
Nagar, and Besant Nagar
in Chennai, and in Erode
district, at a cost 0f T624.18
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Port expansion in focus as govt begins
claim settlement in Pulicat sanctuary

SVERISHMA CHAITANYA @chennal

THE state government has imi-
tiated the claim settlement
process for final notification of
Pulicat bird sanctuary. The
guestion remains whether 13
villages, currently falling with-
in the sanctuary limits, will be
included or excluded and this
will hawe direct bearing on ex-
pansion of industrial projects,
especially the contentious Ada-
ni-Eattupalli port.

The recent visit by Gautham
Adani, chairman of Adani
Group, to Chennai, has cansad
nervousness among the fisher-
fiolk, who believe hurdles may
get cleared for the port's expan-
sion by shrinking the sanctu-
ary's boundary

Tiruvallur collector initisted
the claim process by issuingthe
notification on February 29and
an advertisement was pub-
lished itia Teimil daily on March
3. People were asked to submit
the claims within two months.
The deadline was May 249,

Although a group of environ-
mentalists and fishermer lead-
erssubmitted a written request
to Tiruvallur collector and
chief wildlife warden saeking
extension, it was not
considered.

When contacted, a senior of
ficial at the Tiruvallur collec-
torata told TNTE that the office
has kept its door open to aceept
fresh claims even after the
deadline ended.

5o far, only a handful of indi-
vidual claims and about thres
representations from fisher-
men groups concerning com-
munity rights were received,
sources said, Apart from this,
all the 13 villages sent repre
sentations to the collector and
forest department requesting

An aerlalview of Pulicat bird sanctuary | Sv KRSHR CHAITANTA

detalled bird survey.

Saveral bird species found outside sanctuary area

TWIE took part Inan aarlal survey with the support of the local
community In April on the eastern coast side of the sanctuary and
Tound over 2,000 palnted storks, flamingos and other birds In
Thangal Perungulam, Karungall and Ebrahampurm revenue
villages outside the sanctuary. This Indicates extension of vital
bird habltats powered by the Pullcat lake's contiguous hydrology
outside the exIsting administrative sanctuary imits. Experts say It
would be cruclal w Incdude these egstside revenue villages and
other revenue yillages Inhabiting binds Into the boundary arter a

them not to exclude the villages
fromm sanctuary’s limits and re-
duce the boundary. Villages
also requested the forest de-
partment to allow continuation
of their rights.

Ag per the official records
available with TVIE, the initial
notification for declaration of
Pulicat bird sanctuary was is-
sued on September 22, 1980, U11-
der section 18 of the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act (WPA). The current
area of the sanctuary is 15,367
hectares, which includes the ar-
eas coverad by 13 villages.

Agper the Act, the time-limit
to complete the settlement of
claims andother proceedings is

two vears from the dateof noti-
fication of declaration of sane-
tuary under section 18, But, it
was not done by the state goy-
ernment for 44 years.

Meanwhile, the number of
people getting settled in thess
13 villages went up multifold.
Some have patta for the land
and some don't. Section 19 of
WPA deals with bar of acorual
of rights, which means after
the issue of a notification un-
der section 18, no right shall be
acquired over the land within
the limits of the area specified
in such notification. except by
succession, testamentary or
intestate,

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 July 2024, p. 3

Tiruvallur collectorate offi-
cials said this was the trickiest
part. “We are holding consulta-
tion with the fisheries depart-
ment and forest department to
take a final call on whether to
include the 13 yillages within
the sanctuary or exclude them
by marking the village bound-
ary as the sanctuary
boundary™

However, activist K Sara-
vanan said the government
cannot use this as an excuse to
reduce the sanctuary's bound-
ary and indirectly help ports or
other industries to expand.
“Bome of thesettlers after 1980
in these 13 villages are people
who were sent from Srihariko-
ta by the government. They
were not given patta. The Tarmil
Madu government wasted 44
years. People can't be held re-
sponsible for that. Under sec-
tion 24(C) of WPA, the govern-
ment can allow, in consul ation
with the chief wildlife warden,
the continuation of any right
of any person in or over any
land within the limits of the

sanctuary :

M Yuvan, Chennai-basad en-
vironmentalist, said Pulicat is
hiydrologically and ecologically
one with the Ennore creek,
backwaters and Kosasthalaiyar
river and all these parts of the
river basin need utmost
protection.

*Migratory and water birds
usethis entire region as a habi-
tat. Ideally, the whols water-
shed and the bird habitat
gshould be protected and
brought under the conserva-
tion plan. Reducing the sanctu-
ary boundary will allow deatri-
mental industrial projects to
erode the lagoon sand bar, and
wipe out the entire hydrology
of Pulicat,” he said.
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This summer, renewable
energy generation in T.N.
touches an all-time high

Tangedco had renewable energy generation of 24,530 MUs in March, April, May and June, against

total energy generation of 48,835 MUs, showing an average of 50% of clean energy composition

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he renewable ener-

gy generation in

the State has
crossed the 50%-mark with
April witnessing the high-
est — 52%. Renewable ener-
gy, also called non-conven-
tional energy, comprises
wind, solar, hydro and co-
generation. Tangedco has
achieved a historic renewa-
ble energy generation this
year.

A senior official of Tan-
gedco, talking of the va-
rious types of energy gen-
erated in the State, said
that in March, April and
May this year, Tamil Nadu
witnessed several highs of
energy demands as well as
consumption per day.

High energy demand

The highest energy de-
mand recorded being
20,830 mega watt (MW) on

Comfortably placed: This year, wind and solar energy generation
hit a peak to help meet the power requirements of the State.

May 2 and highest con-
sumption per day, 454 mil-
lion units (MUs).

The State electricity util-
ity, had a total renewable
energy generation in
March, April, May and June
at 24,530 MUs against the
total energy generation of

Source: The Hindu, |1 July 2024

48,835 MUs, showing an
average of 50% of clean
energy composition.

The senior electricity of-
ficial said that out of the to-
tal generation power ca-
pacity of 34,700 MW in the
State, the renewable gener-
ation capacity was 18,300
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MW including hydro pow-
er (2,300 MW), wind
(8,750 MW), solar ( 6,550
MW) and cogeneration
power (700 MW).

Even as the energy de-
mand in the State
breached the 20,500 MW
touching 20,700 MW with
the city recording 4,380
MW on April 30, in the
same month the highest re-
newable energy generation
of 6,900 MUs out of a total
generation of 12,960 MUs
was recorded. In March al-
so the State witnessed re-
newable energy generation
of 6,360 MUs out of the to-
tal generation of 12,680
MUs.

The electricity official
said normally the State de-
pends heavily on thermal
energy, but this year the
wind and solar generation
have hit a peak and contri-
buted in a substantial way
to meet power require-
ments in the State.



State govt. finalising
Employment Policy

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu is in the pro-
cess of finalising its Em-
ployment Policy. In addi-
tion to this, six more
policies are in the pipeline.
The State Planning Com-
mission is actively collabo-
rating with various govern-
ment departments to steer
these policies towards de-

velopment and
implementation.
J.  Jeyaranjan, Vice-

Chairman of the State Plan-
ning Commission, said that
rapid technological advan-
cements and shifts in the
job market underscored
the need for an Employ-
ment Policy.

A proposal has been
submitted to form a com-
mittee comprising consul-
tants and field experts to
help develop and formu-
late a Policy on Art & Cul-
ture and Tamil Language.
Simultaneously, efforts are
under way to frame a Poli-
cy on Waste Management
in Urban and Rural Areas,

and a Policy on Augment-
ing Water (for agriculture
and drinking).

A Policy for Community
Dog Management and Reg-
ulation is also on the cards.
It is learnt that a commit-
tee was formed, the draft is
ready and the depart-
ment’s suggestions are
awaited. The policy aims to
create a safe and healthy
environment for co-exis-
tence of humans and dogs,
recognising the significant
role dogs play in our com-
munities despite the risks
associated with uncon-
trolled dog populations.

The State Planning
Commission is working on
a Sustainable Land Use Pol-
icy. The draft policy has
been finalised and com-
municated to the Revenue
and Disaster Management
Department.

Similarly, a Housing Pol-
icy tailored for rural and
urban Tamil Nadu has
reached the final draft
stage, and is awaiting re-
view by relevant depart-
ments.

Source: The Hindu, 26 July 2024

Employment

Business heads in T.N. commend job, skilling initiatives announced in the Budget

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Industrialists and Cham-
bers of Commerce in Tamil
Nadu commended the Un-
ion government’s Budget
announcements on im-
proving job opportunities
and skilling initiatives.
They also appreciated
the government’s support
for first-time employees
through wage and EPFO
schemes. However, a sec-
tion of them said that there
was no State-specific initia-
tive. The real estate sector

also raised some concerns.

Arun Alagappan, presi-
dent of the Southern India
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (SICCI), said
that the announcement on
the development of invest-
ment-ready “plug and
play” industrial parks in or
near 100 cities was a wel-
come initiative.

Srivats Ram, chairman
of the Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) and Ma-
naging Director of Wheels
India, said that from a Ta-
mil Nadu perspective, the
employment  incentives

were encouraging. “Tamil
Nadu has a large number
of MSMEs and the credit
guarantee scheme would
help them,” he added.
Gopal Srinivasan, Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor of TVS Capital Funds,
said that the Budget was
the ‘Dream Budget' for
startup growth capital.
“Equally important was
the abolition of the Angel
Tax in a single line. Intro-
duced in 2012, this tax
caused enormous stress
amongst early-stage star-
tup investors and foun-

Source: The Hindu, 24 July 2024

Industry and business leaders at a discussion on the Union Budget
in Chennai on Tuesday. 5.R. RAGHUNATHAN

ders. It sent a message that
the government frowned
upon startups, despite an
administration that was
gung-ho about promoting

them,” he said.

On the announcement
regarding stamp duty, Ajit
Kumar Chordia, Managing
Director of Olympia Group

India, said: “This is partic-
ularly relevant for Tamil
Nadu, which still has rela-
tively high stamp duty and
registration fees. In
contrast,  places
like Maharashtra
have offered bene-
fits such as stamp
duty reduction for
women and first-
time homebuyers.”

The Confederation of
Real Estate Developers’ As-
sociations of India (Credai)
Chennai, said: “We appre-
ciate the initiative encou-
raging States to lower
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stamp duties for proper-
ties purchased by women
or in their names, but we
need clarity on how it’s get-
ting implemented in
the States.” Credai
said that one of the
disappointments
was the change in
the long-term capi-
tal gains tax from
20% with indexation
benefit to a flat 12.5% with-
out indexation benefit.

T. R. Kesavan, president
of the Madras Chamber,
said: “The Chamber appre-
ciates that the Budget is fo-

cused on easing business
operations,  supporting
MSMEs, encouraging en-
trepreneurship and boost-
ing employment.”

Chozha Naachiar Raja-
sekar, president of the Ta-
mil Chamber of Com-
merce, said that it was
disappointing that there
‘was no proposal or alloca-
tion of funds for any infras-
tructure projects in Tamil
Nadu.

Vijay P. Chordia, presi-
dent of the Hindustan
Chamber of Commerce,
called it a focused Budget.



Luxury and flexibility combined: WeWork India, a co-working company that has entered C!

The changing face of workplaces

The world changed in many ways during the COVID-19 pandemic. One of the most significant aspects was the introduction of work-from-home. thanks to lockdowns,

That, in essence, started a revolution in the way people looked at their worksp.

he number of seats at co-working spac-

es in Chennai has been increasing ev-

ery month, reflecting the growing

trend of companies, businesses, and
individuals preferring a flexible workplace envi-
ronment. Smaller towns in Tamil Nadu are also
becoming attractive locations for co-working
spaces. The demand for flexible office solutions
is increasing in cities like Coimbartore, Madurai,
Tiruchi, and Salem, too, thanks to the growing
entrepreneurial ecosystems and significant in-
vestment. The companies in this space are invest-
ing in these cities now. Start-ups, micro, small
and medium enterprises, information technolo-
gy and manufacturing companies, Global Capa-
bility Centres (GCCs), traditional industries, and
even students are choosing co-working spaces.
The trend that peaked during COVID-19 thrives
even after the pandemic subsided.

The reason is that the entry-level cost is mini-
mal for co-working spaces, requiring no substan-
tial deposits. These workspaces can be picked up
for a day or a week. For a day, the charge varies
from Z500 to 21,200, depending on the space, lo-
cation, and the required infrastructure like con-
ference rooms and projectors. The monthly
charges work out to 26,500-215,000 for aseat in a
furnished centre with Wi-Fi, air-conditioning,
and light refreshments. “The co-working space
model allows businesses to adjust their space re-
quirement easily, saving on capital expenses. It
facilitates operation across multiple locations
rather than at one place,” says Sanjay Chugh, city
head-Chennai, ANAROCK Group. “When you
hire a car, you go from point A to point B and get
out. You don’t have to buy a car. Much like hiring
a car for a trip rather than purchasing one, co-
working provides a cost-effective, adaptable solu-
tion without long-term commitments,” he ex-
plains. He also notes that the big tech parks will
continue to co-exist with the co-working spaces.

Today, local and pan-Indian co-working
players open offices on Old Mahabalipuram
Road, in the Tidel Park Area, at Anna Nagar,
Adyar and Nungambakkam, and on Anna Salai in
Chennai. According to Jerry Kingsley, Head, Stra-
tegic Consulting & Value & Risk Advisory, Jones
Lang LaSalle (JLL), the co-working culture in
Chennai started gaining popularity in the early
2010s. Some of the early players were Workafel-
la, Hive, Regus, and iKeva. Data gathered by JLL
show that the total supply in Chennai is over 1.4
lakh seats, spread across 4.7 million square feet,
with 28% vacancy. The next major market is
Coimbatore, where more than 16,000 seats were
absorbed last year. Tiruchi and Tirunelveli are
gaining momentum, though they have lower
than 1,000 seats. The key players are Smart-
works, WorkEZ, WeWork, Coworks, Cactus, Aw-
fis, Symbyaont, Table Space, and IndiQube.

Government steps in

Seeing the popularity of co-working spaces, the
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority
(CMDAY} is preparing to enter this market by esta-
blishing facilities at Anna Nagar, CIT Nagar, and
Kolathur. These centres will be operational by
December 2025. CMDA Member-Secretary An-
shul Mishra says, “We are not competing with the
private players. We are trying to bridge the gap
for the low income groups, those who can't
spend much on office space. This will be on a par
with any professional co-working space.”

There is an unorganised co-working market,
too, with smaller operators renting out portions
of their office or residential spaces. Builders are
including co-working space/office space in their
residential projects. “Many developers in other

When you
hire a car,
you go from
point A to
point Band
getout. You
don’t have
to buya car.
Much like
hiring a car
for atrip
rather than
purchasing
one,
co-working
provides a
cost-
effective,
adaptable
solution
without
long-term
commit-
ments
SANJAY
CHUGH,

ity

head-Chennal,
ANAROCK Group

parts of India are doing this. And I also saw this
design concept in one upcoming project in Chen-
nai,” Mr. Chugh says.

Utkarsh Kawatra, co-founder, myHQ by ANA-
ROCK, a co-working platform that helps people
find and book workspace, notes that many coftee
shops are renting out portions of their unused
space for co-working. He says he receives at least
200 bookings a day from individuals seeking
space on a daily basis. “Anyone who needs a 10-
seater or a 500-seater now sees flex spaces as a
good option. For teams of more than 200, it may
not lead to direct cost-saving, but the ease of not
getting capital locked in infrastructure and not
making efforts at managing the spaces far out-
weigh the 10%-20% premium you may have to
pay.” he adds.

A risky proposition

Start-ups and clients The Hindu spoke to said in-
vesting huge capex in buildings while starting a
business is always risky. So they pick up a few
seats based on demand at flex spaces. Once the
business grows, they opt for bigger spaces.

Prithip Kumar Ramakrishnan, director of
AdamsPridge, an information-technology-ena-
bled services company which operates out of
WorkEZ, says, “Co-working is much easier when
it comes to running operations. From mainte-
nance and electricity to security and housekeep-
ing, everything is taken care of. And this helps
businesses like us to focus on operations. In
terms of pricing, there is not much of a diffe-
rence when you look at a conventional space and
a co-working space.” He adds, “Currently, we op-
erate out of Anna Salai and we have taken around
240 seats. But, next week, we will be moving to
Velachery (WorkEZ), where we have picked up
500 seats.”

Interestingly, most of the co-working spaces
are helping companies migrate to bigger spaces
like a managed workspace. Managed office space
is a flexible workspace solution: a company leas-
es an entire office or a portion of an office that is
fully serviced and managed by a third-party pro-
vider. Most players in the co-working spaces in
Tamil Nadu are also into managed office space.
Managed offices cater to businesses that have
outgrown co-working space or serviced office
spaces but still desire flexibility and conve-

nience, seeking a dedicated space of their own.

An expanding market

In the past three months, major co-working
players have entered Chennai, while the existing
ones have expanded. One of the recent entrants
is WeWork India, which has picked up space at
Guindy. Spanning 1,30,000 square feet, this facil-
ity houses over 2,000 desks. It is a luxurious
workspace. Firms such as Wheelocity Fresh Priv-
ate Limited, Molex India Pvt Ltd, Dr. Wamser +
Batra India Private Limited, and H20 LLC operate
from this space. WeWork will launch its next of-
fice at the DLF Cybercity at Porur by December
this year.

‘Workafella, which started operations in Chen-
nai from a centre on TTK Road, Alwarpet, in
2016, now has five centres, with 4,600 worksta-
tions spanning over 3 lakh square feet. Gurbinder
Rattha, founder and managing director, Worka-
fella, says, “We are looking to double our foot-
print in Chennai in the next year and a half”

“We are currently in an advanced stage of dis-
cussions in Coimbatore, and we are targeting ov-
er 2,000 workstations this fiscal. Subsequently,
we will be looking at Madurai, Tiruchi, and Ho-
sur. We see a potential for adding another 3,000
workstations across Tamil Nadu in coming days,”
he adds.

The Bengaluru-headquartered Table Space,
which entered the Chennai market in 2022, has
introduced newer formats and expanded its foot-
print across Chennai. From around 1,20,000
square feet at KRC Commerzone, it now has ap-
proximately 8,00,000 square feet. “We recently
added 6,60,000 square feet across two new pro-
perties: Mapletree Global Infocity Park and DLF
Downtown, Taramani. This expansion repre-
sents an approximately 500 crore rental com-
mitment over the next five years,” says Vaibhav
Joshi, Executive Director, Table Space. “Table
Space plans for the Chennai market involve addi-
tion of 8,00,000-1 million square feet over the
next two years,” he adds.

Tier 2/3 towns

The co-working space providers are targeting tier
2 and tier 3 towns in Tamil Nadu. After Chennai,
Coimbatore is the next major centre. In the past
year, the demand for co-working space has

S
Wide reach: The co-working space providers are targeting tier 2 and tier 3 towns. A co-working space operated by IWG in Coimbatore,

Source: The Hindu, 28 July 2024
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. A spillover was the growth of flexible co-working spaces, Sangeetha Kandavel writes

WorkEZ has leased a 1,00,000-square foot
office building at Saravanampatti,
Coimbatore’s information technology hub.
The project is under development. Itis
expected to open by the fourth quarter of
2024

SUNIL REDDY,

co-founder and chairperson, WorkEZ

surged in Madurai and in smaller towns like Tiru-
nelveli. Experts say that as investment flows into
the southern districts, the demand for co-work-
ing space is set to rise. A real estate player in Mad-
urai notes that some of the major companies
which have signed deals with the State govern-
ment at Global Investors Meet 2024 have settled
their teams in co-working spaces. “They will tran-
sition from these spaces once their offices are ful-
ly established.”

Shyam Sundar, founder and CEO, GoFloaters,
an aggregator of flexible workspaces, cites an ex-
ample of how companies first settle for a co-
working space and then expand. “A Dubai-based
oil and gas company chose Madurai to establish a
low-cost back office centre and leverage the local
talent pool. It started out with 10 seats, and plans
to increase the number to 50 in the next six
months,” he said.

IndiQube, which has substantial presence in
Chennai, is also present in Coimbatore and Mad-
urai. It has three properties in Coimbatore, on
Avinashi Road and ar Saravanampatti. Together,
they amount to over 2.3 lakh square feet. In Mad-
urai, it has one property of 35,000 square feet.
The company is planning to increase its presence
in these cities.

Harsh Lambah, Country Manager-India, IWG,
says, “We are aggressively expanding in Coimba-
tore. We are also looking at Madurai and other
places. Because tier 2 is a big opportunity for us
and a great success story, especially after the
pandemic.”

WorkEZ, one of the biggest players in the co-
working space in Chennai, is eyeing the Coimba-
tore market. Sunil Reddy, its co-founder and
chairperson, says, “WorkEZ has leased a
1,00,000-square foot office building at Sarava-
nampatti, Coimbatore’s information technology
hub. The project is under development. It is ex-
pected to open by the fourth quarter of 2024.”

Another real estate player says some regional
players are betting on the concept in the Hosur
and Salem regions. “These smaller players have
repurposed office spaces or large buildings into
co-working spaces, believing that they can mone-
tise these assets by turning them into workspaces
rather than leaving them vacant,” he says.

“Hosur is home to numerous manufacturing
and ancillary units. With Ola setting up a large
plant in the area, suppliers and vendors needing
proximity to the factory are opring for these
workspaces,” Mr. Chugh adds. Mr. Sundar, of Go-
Floaters, says the trend has gathered pace in Sa-
lem and Tiruchi, with local players offering co-
working spaces. “We also have players like Mikro
Grafeio that work with the Global Capability
Centres to set up their workspaces in tier 2 and 3
cities. They already have centres in Tiruchi, Mad-
urai, Salem, and Tirunelveli,” he says, adding that
the pandemic has brought many experienced
professionals back to their home towns, and they
are turning entrepreneurs.



Skilling ecosystem is missing
crucial industry links: TNSDC MD

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The one challenge that ex-
ists today is the missing in-
dustry linkage in the skill-
ing ecosystem, said J.
Innocent Divya, Managing
Director (MD), Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Corpo-

ration (TNSDC), on
Tuesday.
Speaking at The Hindu’s

Tamil Nadu Women’s Sum-
mit 2024, she said: “The
main challenge in a mas-
sive skilling initiative is the
upgradation of hardware
facilities that exist in colleg-
es. Currently, 31 govern-
ment engineering colleges
will get skill and placement
centres with access to
state-of-the-art  systems
with internet connectivity.
In the second phase, we
have already given a tender
for 100 skill and placement
centres in government arts
and science colleges too.
We also plan to have lan-
guage and coding labs ex-
clusively for women.”

Source: The Hindu, 31 July 2024
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Tamil Nadu Skill Development Gorporation

J. Innocent Divya, Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Skill Development

The Hindu

el

Corporation, speaking at the summit. AKHILA EASWARAN

In a discussion on WISE:
Women in Skills and Entre-
preneurship, she said: “For
the Tamil Nadu Women
Employment and Safety
Programme (WE-SAFE),
the government has allot-
ted 1,500 crore from
World Bank funds this
year, in order to ensure
safe areas for work, work-
places, and upskilling for
women.”

Generative Al

Ms. Divya also said: “Now,
we are also planning to
partner with companies,
along with Anna Universi-
ty, to give generative artifi-
cial intelligence only for

women students. They
have set a target of reach-
ing 5 lakh women.”

Stating that the govern-
ment is also focusing on
women who might have
dropped out of school or
are not confident to pursue
careers, she said, “They
will be addressed through
the Tamil Nadu Skill Fin-
ishing Schools. Here we are
empanelling industries to
give training. We have
signed up with more than
20 hospitals which require
skilling in geriatric care
and other areas. These
would be part of the T.N.
Skill Finishing School Pro-
gramme,” she said.



State govt.s skill development
training helps unemployed
tribal youths secure jobs

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

Under its Comprehensive
Tribal Development Pro-
gramme (CTDP), the Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Wel-
fare Department has con-
ducted soft skills training
programmes for 146
youths of the Scheduled
Tribes and helped them
land jobs in the customer
relationship management
(CRM) and computer nu-
merical control (CNC) do-
mains of various firms.

The department
chalked out a plan to con-
duct training for Sche-
duled Tribe youths who
have come down from ITIs
or completed diplomas or
degrees and remain unem-
ployed or underemployed.
A door-to-door survey con-
ducted by the teachers of
Government Tribal Resi-
dential Schools in various
districts identified 450 un-
employed youths, said G.
Laxmi Priya, Secretary of
the department.

Of them, 146 were se-
lected for the soft skills
training programme in
Bengaluru, conducted by
Nettur Technical Training
Foundation, an empa-

Scripting success: Youths participating in a skill training session

organised by the Nettur Technical Training Foundation.

nelled institute of the Ta-
mil Nadu Skill Develop-
ment Corporation. After
they completed the three-
month programme, the de-
partment arranged place-
ments for all of them, she
said. Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin recently handed ov-
er the training completion
certificates and job offer
letters to the beneficiaries.

Speaking to The Hindu,
K. Poongodi, a beneficiary,
who has a postgraduate de-
gree in Tamil, said, “The
CRM training programme
was very helpful. We were
trained in soft skills, how to
interact with customers,
and spoken English.” Ms.
Poongodi, who was unde-
remployed as a labourer at

Source: The Hindu, || July 2024

Melapappampadi near
Gingee, has got three job
offers from financial servic-
es and motor companies.

M. Manikandan, a be-
neficiary from Jayankon-
dam in Ariyalur district,
said, “The training pro-
gramimne was an eye-open-
er as | got an opportunity
to interact with and learn
from peers from various
parts of the State.” He got a
job offer from an alumini-
um casting company.

S. Annadurai, Director,
Department of Tribal Wel-
fare, said that following the
success of the pilot project,
the department was plan-
ning to expand it by train-
ing more unemployed and
underemployed ST youths.
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ICT Academy
signs I88-crore
MoUs to train
90K students

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
& Chennal

Aimed at training over G0 000
students across the state, the
Information and Communica-
tion Technology Academy has
gigned multiple memorandums
of understanding (Mollz) worth
a total of 83 crore with corpo-
rate companies, government
departments and product-spe-
cific companies. The focus will
be to train students, especially
women, from government col-
leges and help at least 70% of
those land jobs.

The students will be trained
in various areas including in-
formation technology, cyberse-
curity, soft skills like communi-
cation, banking, financial
services and insurance (BFSI)
zkills, business processing ont-
zourcing (BP0}, and retail sec-
tor zkills among others

In an event held in Chennai
where the MolUs were ex-
changed, Information Techmol-
ogyv and Digital Services Minis-
ter Palanivel Thiaga Rajan zaid
it is important to guide parents
of government school students
=0 that they choose fields that
have emplovability, and also
help educational institutions
zshape their curriculum based
on indusiry needs. “Wecan also
expect changes in the wayv the
ICT Academy functions, to lev-
erage Al into the traininge proc-
ess," he said.

As part of the Molls, Infisys
will train 48,000 underprivi-
leged students in I'T, and non-IT
skills over the next thres years
at a 0ost of 733 crore. Six agree-
ments with corporate compa-
nies, including Capremini and
Microsoft, were signed.

(Left) Source: The New Indian
Express, 31 July 2024, p. 7

(Below) Source: The Times of India,

3 July 2024, p. 5

TN-RISE to aid worm

A Prathap

It’II Eliminate
Obstacles For
Rural Women:
Udhayanidhi

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: To promote more
women-led startups in rural
pockets of the state, the Ta-
mil Nadu govt has launched

' WOMEN START-UP COUNC

“TN-RISE"

2% July 2024

Preside!

BIZ BUZZ. TN RISE CEO P UmaMaheswarl exchanges an MoU with

e

TN-RISE (Tamil Nadu Rural
Incubator and Start-Up En-
abler). An initiative of the
state-owned Tamil Nadu
Women Development Corpo-
ration, the special platform
will operate with financial
assistance from the World
Bank.

Flipkart vice president Dhiraj Kapur at the launch of TN-RISE in Chen-
nai on Tuesday. Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and senior bureaucrats
Gagandeep Singh Bedi S Divyadharshini are present

‘Launching TN-RISE here
on Tuesday, minister for
youth welfare and special
programme implementation
Udhayanidhi Stalin said, the

state is home to 13.5% of
firms led by women in India.
“Women entrepreneurs face
numerous challenges in ad-
vancing theirbusiness ideas,

as well as in accessing fi-
nance, and marketing oppor-
tunities. TN-RISE aims to
eliminate these obstacles by
offering customised market
linkages, financing and oper-
ational advice. Also, it will
provide high-end business
incubation services to wom-
en-led rural enterprises.”

A total of 126 women en-
trepreneurs and 80 women
enterprise groups will re-
ceive guidance through this
initiative now.

Seekingthesupportof in-
dustries and entrepreneurs,
Udhayanidhi said, TN-RISE
has signed MoUs with multi-
national companies includ-
ing Flipkart and HP to pro-
vide guidance and training
for budding women entrepre-
neurs.

Gagandeep Singh Bedi,
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n-led startups

additional chief secretary,
rural development, pan-
chayatsand panchayat union
said, the vision of the govt of
Tamil Nadu is to ensure that
the maximum number of
startups come up within the
shortest possibletime.
“Itisanambitious project
of the state govt. Guidance
such as govt subsidies and
schemes and availing capital
from financial institutions
would be offered,” Bedi said.
Samik Sundar Das, task
team leader, World Bank
said, “We are sure that know-
ing the track record of Tamil
Nadu, this will sustain and
present outcomes that will be
seen in the world as example.
As Tamil Nadu delivers, we
all know India learns. So, I
think this is a forum India
willlearn again from.”



Start-ups run by women set to be
mentored under TN-RISE initiative

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

From August 2024, around
130 enterprises and start-
ups led by women entre-
preneurs across Tamil Na-
du will get mentored under
the Tamil Nadu Rural Incu-
bator and Start-up Enabler
(TN-RISE) initiative.

“From January to June
this year, we conducted 31
district boot camps, at-
tracting  approximately
2,500 enterprises. This
was followed by one-on-
one interviews and pitch-
ing sessions, and 130 enter-
prises were shortlisted,”
said Uma Maheswari, Chief
Executive Officer, TN-RISE.

Source: The Hindu, 21 July 2024

The firms shortlisted are
from a range of sectors
such as food processing,
manufacturing, handi-
crafts/handloom/textiles,
and agriculture, and in the
regions, including Cudda-
lore, Krishnagiri, Chengal-
pattu, Salem, and Thooth-
ukudi.

Providing guidance
TN-RISE operates as a spe-
cial purpose vehicle under
the Tamil Nadu Rural
Transformation  Project
(TNRTP) and supports
emerging enterprises with
guidance and financial
backing.

“As the World Bank-as-
sisted TNRTP is nearing its
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conclusion within a year,
TN-RISE is poised to transi-
tion into a self-sustaining
entity and continue its op-
erations independently un-
der the Department of Ru-
ral Development and
Panchayat Raj,” Ms. Mahes-
wari said, adding that the
initiative would enable ru-
ral women to access go-
vernment schemes, among
others.

More enterprises

Over the next year, TN-
RISE intends to onboard
more enterprises for co-
hort-based initiatives (pre-

incubation, incubation,
and acceleration pro-
grammes).



TN-RISE takes wings, to help
rural women soar in business

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

MINISTER for Youth Welfare,
Sports Development and Special
Programme Implementation Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin on Tuesday
launched the Tamil Nadu Rural
Incubator and Start-Up Enabler
(TN-RISE), a special platform to
bring more women entrepre-
neurs from the rural areas of TN.
The project is being implement-
ed by the Tamil Nadu Women
Development Corporation with
the assistance of the World Bank.
The minister also released the
logo for TN-RISE and launched
the portal - wwiw.tnrise.co.in.
Speaking on the occasion, the
minister said women entrepre-
neurs face numerous challenges
In advancing their business ide-
as as well as in accessing finance,
credit, and marketing opportuni-
ties, “TN RISE aims to eliminate
these obstacles by offering cus-
tomised market linkages, financ-
ing, and operational advice. Also,
it will provide high-end business
incubation services to women-
led rural enterprises,” he added.
The minister also expressed
happiness about TN-RISE sign-
ing MoUs with various multina-
tional companies like Flipkart,

Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin launching TN-RISE on Tuesday | exeress

How it’ll help

The Mission of TN-RISE include
providing support to all aspiring
and existing women
entrepreneurs at business
facilitation services related to the
enterprise, connecting with
service providers and partners in
the eco-system who can help
them grow, developing business
models for scale-up, helping to
obtain market linkages for
growth, etc

and HP to provide guidance and
training for budding women
entrepreneurs,

“There are organisations like
The World Bank working to lib-
erate women in the material do-
main. Likewise, our Dravidian

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 July 2024, p. 4
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movement strives hard to liber-
ate women from enslavement in
the cultural domain. Now, our
Dravidian Model government is
proud to join hands with the
World Bank in empowering
women in the material domain
as well,” the minister said.

Udhayanidhi also pointed out
that a whopping 13.5% of the in-
dustries run by women entrepre-
neurs across the country are lo-
cated in Tamil Nadu due to
proactive initiatives taken by the
state government.

Officials said with the TN-
RISE, women entrepreneurs
would have access to vital re-
sources and guidance to navigate
the complexities of business
ownership, fostering growth and
success in their ventures.



Global Start-Up

Entrepreneurs’
Meet to be held in
February next year

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUNELVELI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will host the Global
Start-Up  Entrepreneurs’
Meet in February next year
to showcase the State’s
strengths and investor-
friendly climate.
Addressing the media in
Tirunelveli on Friday, Mi-
nister for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises T.M.
Anbarasan said that while
over 55,230 entrepreneurs
had started businesses in
the State during the
AIADMK’s 10-year rule, the
DMK government, led by
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
had created 30,324 entre-
preneurs in only three
years with its investor-
friendly policies. They had

been given subsidised
loans to the tune of
32,818.24 crore, with

T961.58 crore in grants, for
starting manufacturing un-
its. “Hence, Tamil Nadu,
which ranks third in India

in industrial development,
also stands first in esta-
blishing start-ups,” he said.
“To firm up this position,
the Global Start-up Entre-
preneurs’ Meet will be held
in February,” he added.

He said that priority
would be given to entre-
preneurs planning to set
up manufacturing units in
the southern districts for
fabricating products for
rocket launch, as the In-
dian Space Research Or-
ganisation was establishing
its second spaceport at Ku-
lasekarapattinam in
Thoothukudi district.

Earlier, Mr. Anbarasan
inspected the site for the
SIDCO industrial estate at
Muththur and the con-
struction of apartments at
Reddiyarpatti under the
Tamil Nadu Urban Liveli-
hoods Mission.

Mr. Anbarasan and
Speaker M. Appavu hand-
ed over loans to the tune of
347.20 crore to 123 people
for starting businesses.

Source: The Hindu, 27 July 2024
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Education

Committee recommends against conduct of
entrance exams, banning coaching classes

The Justice D. Murugesan Committee, constituted to draft a distinct State Education Policy, also suggests regulation of deemed-to-be universities,

autonomous colleges, foreign universities, and self-funding institutions. It favours more investment by the government in higher education

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

he Justice D. Muru-
T gesan Committee,
constituted to draft

a distinct State Education
Policy (SEP), has in its re-
port to the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment, recommended
against conducting en-
trance examination of any
kind for admission to all
higher education courses,
according to informed
sources.

It has said the consoli-
dated marks obtained both
in Class XI and Class XIT
board examinations
should be the basis for ad-
mission to all courses in
higher education. The Ta-
mil Nadu government may
take appropriate measures
to ensure that the subject
‘Education’ was brought
back in List II (State List) of
Schedule 7 of the Constitu-
tion of India, the panel re-
commended.

Justice Murugesan,
along with other commit-
tee members, submitted
the report to Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin at the Secreta-
riat here on Monday. The
government has not made
the report or its salient fea-
tures public.

Sources told The Hindu
that the need to regulate
deemed-to-be universities,
autonomous colleges, fo-
reign universities, and self-
funding institutions, “ban-
ning” coaching classes,

Strengthening institutions

The Committee, headed by former Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court D. Murugesan and comprising
a broad spectrum of experts in academics, sports, and music, was established in April 2022

|

I -

Comprehensive report : Justice D. Murugesan handing over the report to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at

the Secretariat on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

= Anna University can

be made an exclusive
technological university for
research and postgraduate
courses in specialised fields

= Upgrading The Tamil Nadu
Dr. M.G.R. Medical University
into a Centre of Excellence
in Research; can be made a
full-fledged varsity

= Best performing government
medical colleges, such as
Madras Medical College, Stanley
Medical College, and Kilpauk
Medical College, should be
upgraded to research centres

= The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R.
Medical University should have
its own super-specialty hospital
and college

= Government should consider other
State-run medical colleges attached
with hospitals for upgradation

= Creation of a regulatory authority
for all paramedical sciences,
including physiotherapy

= Tamil Nadu Siddha Medical
University has to be established at
the earliest

more State investment into
education, were among
the key suggestions that fi-
gured in the report. The
panel recommended “ban-
ning” coaching centres run
parallelly to schools/colleg-
es by individuals/corporate
companies in Tamil Nadu
either physically and vir-
tually, including private
tuition centres. Since
coaching centres and priv-
ate institutions advertised
treating education as a
commodity, “schools and
colleges may become re-

Source: The Hindu, 2 July 2024

dundant, if proper action
is not taken against such
nefarious practices.”

As  these coaching
centres do not come under
the purview of any regula-
tory body of the govern-
ment, “this is for imme-
diate attention for the
government to act on by
creating a regulatory body
with appropriate powers,”
it said. The Committee has
recommended strict im-
plementation of the provi-
sions of the Tamil Nadu
Educational Institutions
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(Prohibition of Collection
of Capitation Fee) Act, 1992
to ban the collection of
capitation fee by private
educational institutions.

“Insufficient funding by
the State to public institu-
tions is one of the main
reasons for the mushroom-
ing of private institutions,
both in school education
and higher education. Ne-
cessary funding by the
State to public institutions
should be provided,” it
said.

It has recommended the

qualified teacher-student
ratio to be 1:15 for postgrad-
uate (PG) and 1:25 for un-
dergraduate (UG) pro-
grammes. While it
recommended the contin-
uation of three-year UG
and two-year PG pro-
grammes, it has suggested
an additional option of a
four-year bachelor’s (Ho-
nours with research)
course. The panel was for
amending the Tamil Nadu
Private Universities Act,
2019, to declare the aca-
demic standards in terms
of curriculum design, ad-
mission process, filing of
annual returns, among
others. The Act should
have a provision to regu-
late proposed foreign un-
iversities in Tamil Nadu, it
said.

Regulations could aim at
“stalling™ instituting of fo-
reign universities in the
State, it said, and pointed
to exchange programmes
of State universities and
colleges with foreign ones.
It also called for enacting a
comprehensive legislation
to regulate all private col-
leges of all streams of edu-
cation in the light of the Ta-
mil Nadu Private Colleges
(Regulation) Act, 1976.

“There is a need to
bring all private higher
educational  institutions
under the ambit of a single
Act irrespective of disci-
pline. This will help insti-
tute a single process of reg-
ulation for all higher

educational institutions,” it
said.

The panel also called for
amendments in the 1976
Act to streamline the col-
lection of fees for arts and
science courses run by
private management. “The
State shall evolve a method
to curtail corporates and
other non-educational bo-
dies offering courses and
awarding degrees,”

Noting that government
participation in higher
education was waning
while private participation
was increasing in profes-
sional courses such as engi-
neering, technical, and
medicine, the panel said it
needed “to be controlled”
in order to promote stu-
dents hailing from under-
privileged communities.
Education was meant for
all sections of society, as
per the policy of the go-
vernment on social justice.

The panel also favoured
more investment in higher
education by the govern-
ment and the establish-
ment of new comprehen-
sive institutions
throughout the State. “Self-
funded institutions should
be strictly regulated on the
issues related to student
fee, admissions, following
rule of reservation, fund
mobilisation, granting, en-
dowment funds, financial
management, and finan-
cial monitoring, so that
private higher education is
made affordable.”



02

CHENNAI

uesow 02.07.2024

SEP wants new regulatory
body for deemed varsities

‘Private universities must adhere to Tamil Nadu's reservation policy’

OTHER KEY
RECOMMENDATIONS

I Medium of education should be
Tamil from primary education
to university. A dedicated
researchwing on teaching and
learning Tamil should be setup

I Cumriclum should focus on
linking education to daily
lifeandshould promote
autonomous learning

I As far as pedagogy is
concerned, instruction should
be sensitive to prior and
current learning needs of
learners, which may diverge
fromexpected grade- level
outcomes

W Art should be integrated into
sthool learning and not just
treated as extracrricular

I Availability of playgrounds
at schools should become a
non-negotiable norm for any
new facility

I To encourage technology in
education, the state should
consider setting up the
following frameworks and
institutions: a state digital
education content framework,
statecloud platform for
sthools and colleges, state
online hub for resource
sharing and an advanced
institute for information and
communication technology

M Schools should democratise
their spaces to foster critical
thinking

W Adult literacy centres with
online and offline resources
should bein setupin every
panchayat

I A convergent task force
should ensure educational
opportunities and social
support for children with
special needs (CwSN),
integrating early disability
identification and
rehabilitation into the
education system. Inclusive
infrastructure should be
mandatedin schools

1B Gender equality should be
integrated into the curriculum
and also teacher education

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennal

THE State Education Policy
(SEP) focuses strongly on con-
trolling the privatisation and
commercialisation of higher
education and has recommend-
ed the state government several
measures to the effect.

Contrary to the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) which
provides private and public
educational institutions
equal footing, the SEP recom-
mends the state government
to take strict measures to con-
trol and streamline private
higher educational institu-
tions (HEIs). The SEP is also
against any form of entrance
tests for admissions into high-
ereducation courses, and bats
for class 11 and 12 board ex-
ams marks to be made the ba-
sis for enrolment.

The SEP has also proposed
that a regulatory body for
‘deemed to be universities’
should be put in place. It should
have the power to regulate the
admission procedure, includ-
ing the admission of a fixed
percentage of the total intake
of students from Tamil Nadu,
fee structure that may be deter-
mined by the fee committee,
emolument structures for
teaching and non-teaching
staff as decided by the state.
Importantly, it has recommend-
ed that deemed to be universi-
ties should also be made to
adopt the reservation policy of
the state.

Government participation in
higher education is less com-
pared to private participation,
the SEP notes. As such, to stop
privatisation and commerciali-
sation of higher education, the
government should invest more
and establish new comprehen-
sive institutions throughout
TN, it adds.

The SEP has said that com-
plete autonomy shall not be
granted to institutions on ad-
ministrative and financial mat-

M Eachschool should appoint a trained
member, such as an SMC member,
teacher, or sacial worker, to oversee
substance abuse prevention and
cessation

M Extend benefits such as free bicycles
to students fromclass 9to 12

EXPRESS I LLUSTRATION

‘Institutions should
focus on improving
quality of education’

52 students joined MIT through the 75% reservation for government

ters until they attain a reason-
able level of integrity, attitude,
maturity and capacity

Stating that the current
three-year UG and two-year PG
programmes should continue,
the SEP has also allowed for a
four-year bachelor’s pro-
gramme (honours with re-
search) for research purposes.
It also opposes the multiple en-
try, multiple exit option of
UGC and its idea of opening
foreign universities in
the state.

Moreover, the SEP also
speaks on in reforms to the ex-
amination and assessment
process, and highlights the
need to make amendments in
the Tamil Nadu State Council
for Higher Education Act and
strengthen it as a consortium
of universities in the state.

The SEP has further pro-
posed that upgrading the Tamil
Nadu Dr M G R Medical Uni-
versity to a Centre of Excel-
lence (CoE) must be given ut-
most priority. It also urges for
revamping the existing scheme
of vocational education.

M Aided schools must be treated
onparwith government schools
anda study must be conducted
to assess various problems faced
by them, including posting of
excess teachers, unregulated fee
collection and fake portrayal of
students’ strength

(Above) Source: The New Indian
Express, 2 July 2024, p. 2

(Right) Source: The Hindu, 21 July
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school students introduced by Tamil Nadu in 2021, says Minister

Continuing excellence: Minister K. Ponmudy_and otherdignita rie.s near the platinum jubilee

monument unveiled at the Madras Institute of Technology on Saturday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

inister for Higher
M Education K. Pon-
mudy unveiled

the platinum jubilee monu-
ment as part of the 75% an-
niversary celebration of
the Madras Institute of
Technology (MIT) in Chro-
mepet here on Saturday.
The monument, built at a
cost of 20 lakh, was fund-
ed by the institute’s
alumni.

Hailing MIT as one of
the leaders in technical
education, Mr. Ponmudy
said institutions should not
only focus on improving
the enrolment but also the
quality of education being
provided.

He also said the number
of colleges and universities
had grown in the State over

ee

Periyar’s ideology was
that people of all castes
and religions must be
treated as equals, and
that became the
Dravidian Model

K. PONMUDY
Minister for Higher Education

the years. “Periyar’s ideol-
ogy was that people of all
castes and religions must
be treated as equals, and
that became the Dravidian
Model,” he said.

Listing the schemes the
government had imple-
mented, such as the Moo-
valur Ramamirtham Am-
maiyar Puthumai Penn
Scheme and Naan Mudhal-
van, Mr. Ponmudy said 52
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students had joined the in-
stitution through the 7.5%
reservation for govern-
ment school students in-
troduced by the State go-
vernment in 2021

Request for expansion
On former MIT Director S.
Sathikh’s request for the
expansion of the institute’s
campus, Mr. Ponmudy said
this could be done with
funds donated by the
alumni.

R. Velraj, Vice-Chancel-
lor of Anna University, and
B. Senthilnathan, presi-
dent of MIT Alumni Asso-
ciation, spoke.

]. Prakash, Registrar of
Anna University, K. Ravi-
chandran, Dean, MIT, and
T. Sankar, secretary, MIT
Alumni Association, re-
leased the platinum jubilee
celebrations report.



2-year course in special education

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Vidya Sagar, a 38-year-old
Chennai-based organisa-
tion working with persons
with disabilities, will offer
a two-year full-time course
— B.Ed in Special Educa-
tion (Multiple Disabilities)
for 2024-26.

Upon completion of the
course, the candidate can

work in a mainstream
school or a special school,
start a rehab centre, take
up Teacher Eligibility Test
for government jobs or can
also pursue higher studies
for research.

The course is affiliated
to the Tamil Nadu Teacher
Education University and
has the equivalence of
B.Ed General Education
and is recognised by the

Rehabilitation Council of
India. The organisation has
been running teacher
training courses in special
education for the past 29
years and has trained spe-
cial educators to equip
them with the skills and ex-
pertise to work with per-
sons with special needs.
To know more, contact
9840035203 or mail
hrd@vidyasagar.co.in.

(Above) Source: The Hindu,
30 July 2024

(Right) Source: The Times of
India, 5 July 2024, p. 6

- Breakfast scheme
to extend to aided

schools from July 5

SOLIDARITY: Advocates of various bar associations, led by Rajya
Sabha MP P Wilson, thanked chief minister M K Stalin for writing to
home minister Amit Shah to put the new criminal laws on hold.
AIADMK'’s advocates’ wing has announced protest on July 5

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin on Thursday an-
nounced that the function to
extend the free breakfast
scheme to all the govt pri-
mary aided schools in the
state will be held in Dharma-
puri on July 15. The exten-
sion will benefit 2.5 lakh
more students.

The scheme is extended
on the birth anniversary of
former chief minister K
Kamaraj.
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Similarly, the Makkalu-
dan Mudhalvar’ scheme is
also extended across the
state following its success.
More than 8 lakh petitions
have been solved so far. The
function for the extension of
the ‘Makkaludan Mudhal-
var’ scheme will be held at
Tiruvalluron July11.

The chief minister wrote
a letter to all MLAs and MPs
asking them to participate
in the functions to be con-
ducted in their respective
districts.



T.N. govt. expands scope of
Tamil Pudhalvan scheme

It will cover students who studied in Tamil medium in government-aided schools. Over 3.28 lakh

boys are expected to benefit from the scheme, which provides a monthly aid of 31,000, in 2024-25

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
I vernment has ex-
panded the scope

of the Tamil Pudhalvan
scheme to cover students
who studied in Tamil medi-
um in government-aided
schools.

Over 3.28 lakh boys are
expected to benefit from

the scheme during 2024-

25.

A government order is-
sued in this regard sanc-
tioned 360 crore for the
Tamil Pudhalvan scheme.
1t is similar to the Pudhu-
mai Penn scheme that pro-
vides a monthly assistance
of 1,000 to girls who stu-
died Classes VI-XII in State
government schools and
are pursuing higher educa-
tion.

The Pudhumai Penn

—

~
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Better coverage: The State government has sanctioned 3360 crore
for the Tamil Pudhalvan scheme. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

scheme was also initially
meant for girls who stu-
died in  government
schools, but was eventual-
ly extended to girls who
studied in Tamil medium
in government-aided
schools.

In his Budget speech in
the Assembly in February,
Finance Minister Thangam

Thennarasu had an-
nounced the Tamil Pudhal-
van scheme providing a
monthly assistance of
31,000 to boys who studied
in government schools
from Classes VI to XII. Ho-
wever, a G.0. issued recent-
ly expanded the scope of
the scheme to cover boys
who studied in the Tamil

The assistance is
aimed at enabling
students to purchase
textbooks, general
knowledge books
and magazines to
improve their
performance

medium in government-
aided schools as well.

When asked whether
the outlay of the scheme
would be increased to facil-
itate its expansion, a senior
official said, “If needed, a
higher fund allocation can
be considered.” The assis-
tance to boys under the Ta-
mil Pudhalvan scheme is
aimed at enabling them to
purchase textbooks, gener-
al knowledge books and
magazines to improve
their academic perfor-
marnce.

2360 cr allocated for Tamil
Pudhalvan, 3.28L to benefit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE state government has al-
located T360 crore for imple-
menting the Tamil Pudhalvan
Scheme during the current fi-
nancial year. CM MK Stalin
will be launching the scheme
in August. The scheme aims to
provide financial assistance of
71,000 per month to boys pursu-
ing higher studies, provided
they studied in Tamil medium
in government schools or gov-
ernment-aided schools in the
state from classes 6 to 12.

Originally, the scheme was
announced to cover only
government school stu-
dents and now, the scope
has been expanded.
Along with the alloca-
tion of funds, the gov-
ernment also issued de-
tailed guidelines for its
implementation.

The G.0. issued
in this regard

=1

said 3.28 lakh students are ex-
pected to benefit from this
scheme. There will be no cap on
the number of students from a
family who can apply for the
scheme. The assistance will be
given to all students in a family
if they are eligible. The stu-
dents who receive this assist-
ance should pursue their high-
er studies in educational
institutions in Tamil Nadu and
the subjects they study should
be recognised by the govern-
ment. Those who study through
correspondence and in educa-
tional institutions that are not
recognised by the government
cannot avail the scheme.
The state government
has already been imple-
menting the Pudhumai
Penn scheme to provide
1,000 per month to girls
pursuing higher educa-
tion after studying class-
es6t012in government
and government-aid-
ed schools.

(Clockwise from left bottom) Sources:

The New Indian Express, 26 July 2024,

p. 6

The Hindu, 26 July 2024
The Hindu, 20 July 2024

Chief Minister
inaugurates over
950 classrooms,
science laboratories

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Friday virtually inaugu-
rated 956 school class-
rooms, 12 science labora-
tories and new buildings
for the School Education
Department in various lo-
cations across the State at
a total cost of ¥264.15
crore.

While 515 classrooms
have been constructed in
106 State-run high and
higher secondary schools
across 26 districts, 441
classrooms have been con-
structed in 176 State-run
primary schools in 25 dis-
tricts, an official press re-
lease said.

At another event, Mr.
Stalin handed over laptops
to students of schools run
by the Adi Dravidar and
Tribal Welfare Depart-
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ment who had secured ad-
mission to pursue higher
education in prestigious
institutions.

The students had se-
cured admission to the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Madras, the National
Institute of Technology in
Tiruchi, the Tamil Nadu
National Law University
and the National Institute
of Fashion Technology.

The Chief Minister also
virtually inaugurated new
buildings constructed for
the Prison and Correction-
al Services Department in
Chengalpattu and Villupu-
ram districts at a total cost
0f¥9.45 crore.

Ministers S. Regupathy,
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
and N. Kayalvizhi Selvaraj,
Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena and other senior
officials were present on
the occasion.



‘State-aided schools should be treated
on a par with government schools’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The State Education Policy
(SEP) drafted by the Justice
D. Murugesan Committee
is learnt to have observed
that formal schooling must
begin only at Class I in all
institutions on “comple-
tion of five years” as on July
31 of an academic year. It
may be noted that the Na-
tional Education Policy

(NEP) favours children
completing six years to en-
ter formal school
education.

Informed sources told
The Hindu that the com-
mittee has recommended
that no centralised exami-
nation should be held until
students take the board ex-
aminations in Class X. The
NEP favours public exams
in Classes III, V, and VIIL

(Above) Source:
The Hindu, 2 July
2024;

(Right) Source:
The Hindu, 19 July
2024

While the NEP favoured a
‘5+3+3+4 system’, the SEP
in Tamil Nadu supported
the ‘5+3+2+2’. “The stages
of schooling are to be un-
derstood as 5+3+2+2, form-
ing respectively, the prim-
ary stage, the upper
primary stage, secondary
stage, and higher secon-
dary stage.”

The panel said the State-
aided schools must be
treated on a par with go-
vernment schools and fol-
low all regulations and re-
quirements applicable to
the latter. “While aided
schools are a boon for the
public education system,
many discrepancies and is-
sues regarding their func-
tioning have surfaced,
such as posting of excess
teachers, unregulated fee
collection, and fake por-
trayal of student strength.

Hence, all aided institu-
tions across the State
should be assessed and
analysed through a specific
study.”

As for teachers selected
in schools, the panel said
that the Teacher Eligibility
Test (TET) should test not
only book learning but also
include assessment of
teachers on understanding
of democratic principles,
social divides, language
and culture, and local
knowledge. A comprehen-
sive regulation shall be
framed for monitoring the
functioning of  play
schools/pre-primary
schools nurseries/kinder-
garten etc., run by the priv-
ate managements, it said.
The State needed to ensure
that every habitation with
a minimum population, as
determined by the govern-

ment, should have a prim-
ary school within 1 km, it
said. Any habitation
beyond 5 km reach of a
school should have access
to residential schools. The
panel recommended a re-
vision of key regulations in-
cluding the Tamil Nadu
Private Colleges (Regula-
tion) Act, 1976 and The Ta-
mil Nadu Private Schools
(Regulation) Act, 2018.

It called for steps to ena-
ble students belonging to
the religious and linguistic
minorities to learn their
mother tongue such as Ur-
du, Malayalam, Kannada,
Telugu, and Saurashtra. It
also called for ensuring the
education of children of re-
fugees born in Tamil Nadu,
migrant labourers, urban
poor in resettlement tene-
ments, and those who have
lost both their parents.

Over 6 lakh illiterate people to
undergo literacy training in T.N.

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

The School Education De-
partment has identified
over six lakh illiterate peo-
ple, aged over 15, across
Tamil Nadu and has begun
classes to provide them
with basic literacy this
year under the New India
Literary Programme or
Puthiya Bharatha Ezhutha-
rivu Thittam 2022-27.

In March, the depart-
ment started a literacy sur-
vey across the State. It was
expected to conclude by
July-end, an official of the
department said. Krishna-
giri district has recorded
the maximum number of
illiterate people (61,622).

Five-year programme

The five-year programme
is expected to benefit over
30 lakh people across the
State. During 2022-23, a to-

Leadingthe pack pistrict Learners | Volunteers
The top five Krishnagiri 61,622 |2,574
districts with the Salem 50,671 [2,149
highest enrolment Tiruvannamalai [37,971 2,538
in the literacy Madurai 28,472 (2,112
programme Erode 26,020 | 1,147

tal of 5,28,411 people bene-
fited from the initiative,
and 4,80,331 people were
identified for the pro-
gramme last year.

“So far, 6,07,771 people
have been identified with
the help of volunteers of II-
lam Thedi Kalvi and other
schemes. They can attend
the classes at the learning
centres,” said a senior offi-
cial of the department.

This year, the depart-
ment has introduced two
exams — one in November
and another in March — so
that people can take the
test at their convenience.
“The two batches of lear-

ners will begin the course
in July and November.
This will help the learners
who could not attend the
course regularly or are
slow in learning,” the offi-
cial said.

The official said that al-
most 95% of the learners
were women. “The lear-
ners can attend the classes
at their convenience as
most of them would be
working. While they can
go to the centres, workers
such as those employed
under the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
can opt for the teachers to
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visit their home or place of
work. At their workplace,
they would be taught for
30-45 minutes during the
lunch break,” said the offi-
cial, adding that the Union
government had dis-
bursed the first instalment
of ¥4.60 crore to Tamil Na-
du this year.

Full literacy
About 95% of the teachers
are Illam Thedi Kalvi vo-
lunteers, while the others
are Nehru Yuva Kendra
volunteers. The teacher-
learner ratio stands at
1:20. “There are cases in
which another family
member in a household
would volunteer to teach
them. In that case, the
books would be supplied
to them,” the official said.
The department plans
to take steps to achieve full
literacy in districts with a
literacy rate of over 90%.



DCE releases academic

schedule for all arts &
science colleges in state

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
henna

THE Directorate of Collegiate
Education (DCE) hasreleased a
tentative academic schedule to
beuniformly followed by all the
arts and science colleges in the
state for the academic year
2024-2025.

At present, the colleges,
through their affiliated univer-
sities, follow different sched-
ules. State-run universities con-
duct semester examinations on
different dates. This inconsist-
ency poses difficulties in organ-
ising extracurricular activities
and events for students, both
within and outside the colleges,
stated the order. Further, under-
graduate courses like BSc and
BA are conducted at different
intervals affecting students
seeking admission to postgrad-
uate courses and hindering
their ability to apply for job op-
portunities on time, it added.

To prepare the schedule, the
DCE formed a committee of
educationalists and received

(Clockwise from left top)
Sources:

The New Indian Express, |
July 2024, p. 2

The Times of India, 18 July

inputs from regional joint di-
rectors, principals of selected
government, government-aid-
ed, and autonomous colleges,
and considerations for events
related to Nan Mudhalvan,
NCC, sports events, and gradu-
ation ceremonies. The director
has instructed examination de-
partments and college adminis-
trations to adhere to the sched-
ule that has been sent to the
registrars of various universi-
ties, all regional joint directors
and principals of government,
government-aided and self-fi-
naneing colleges.

A university professor said,
“This is the first time the de-
partment has released a com-
plete schedule for the entire
academic year. Generally, only
the reopening dates are an-
nounced. While this might help
PG admissions, it would affect
the autonomy of the universi-
ties and autonomous colleges.
The colleges follow different
syllabi and might require dif-
ferent time frames to complete

‘Over

Engg students to get access
to e-resources from Aug

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: All five lakh stu-
dents studying in enginee-
ring colleges in Tamil Nadu

Under the Anna University e-resource consortium
model, engineering students can access the vast
e-resources for an annual subscription fee of 7500,
They can access interactive e-books and explanato-

will get access to 20,000 e-bo- videos from thei Iamo Mklaops

oksand 3,000 e-journals from o their mobiles, ps and

Augunderanew initiativeof

Anna University. may havegoneoutof printas  bringdownthecostthateach
This will come as a fillip  well. college is spending towards

to several students who stu-
dy in engineering collegesin
ruralareastoo.

Under the Anna Univer-
sity e-resource consortium
model, engineering students
can access the vast e-resour-
ces for an annual subscrip-
tion fee of 2500. They can ac-
cess interactive e-books and
explanatory videos from the-
ir mobiles, laptops and desk-
tops.

“Students in any rural
engineering colleges will
now be able to access the
same number of e-booksand
e-journals as their counter-
parts in College of Enginee-
ring, Guindy (CEG),”" Anna
University vice-chancellor R
Velraj said.

Students will get access
tointernational engineering
books, some of which that

More than 70,000 faculty
members from engineering
colleges will have free access
tothesee-resources.

“It will help the enginee-
ring colleges to improve the-
ir research publications,
NBA, NAAC accreditations
and NIRF rankings,” Velraj
said.

Publishers arealsolikely
to train faculty members in
publishing research papers.

“In  Anna University
campuses, the use of library
books has increased by 60%
in the last one year after we
gave access to e-resources on
mobile phones. We expect
the same increase in usage
of books for all colleges,” sa-
id D Arivudainambi, direc-
tor, university library.

Further, the consortium
model subscription will

2004 p.3  Total Seats ~SEAT DIFFERENCES
r Engineering seats in different streams for 2024-25
. . Increased To e
The Times of India, 18 July Branches :
2.3L From 2.1L T e
2024, p. 5 . . CSE and allied branches 28 119229
Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com EEE, ECE, E&| 1147 53,940
Civil, mechanical and other
Chennai: Morestudent: h 1 51
likely togetadmissionintop | branches oy !
engineering colleges this Architecture -390 1,740
year as these colleges have

added 22,248 seats in compu-
ter-related courses for 2024-
25. Overall, the total number
of seats in engineering col-
leges has increased from
2.11akh last year to 2.3lakh
this year.

But, intake in core bran-
chessuchasmechanicaland
civil engineering has been
cut by 3,000 seats this year.

“Only performing colle-
ges with good infrastructu-
re and faculty members we-
re allowed to increase their
intake. This would enable
more students to join good
colleges,” Anna University
vice-chancellor, R Velraj, sa-
id.

Source: Anna University

As a positive sign, engi-
neering colleges have star-
ted addingseats inelectrical
and electronics enginee-
ring, electronics and com-
munication engineering
and electronics and instru-
mentation engineering. Ta-
mil Nadu colleges have ad-
ded 1,147 seats to these cour-
ses. “The state is giving a lot
of importance to chip ma-
king and manufacturing.
Expecting more jobs in the-
se sectors, colleges have in-
creased seats,” headded.

Of 476 colleges that app-
lied for affiliation with An-
na University for 2024-25,

the university conducted
physical inspection of 223
colleges. For 50 colleges, the
inspection was conducted
online,

“We have decided to give
conditional approval to col-
leges that lack infrastructu-
re. These colleges will be in-
spected again to check if
they fulfilled the condi-
tions,” Velraj said.

Anna University is also
permitting colleges to start
BE electrical and computer
engineering, BE electronics
and computer engineering
and Bachelor of Design co-
urses from 2024-25.
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libraries. “While the cost
will reduce by 50% for each
college, their access to e-re-
sources will increase by ten-
fold thisyear,” headded.

The ME, MTech students
will have a subscription fee
of 21,500 and PhD scholars
may have to pay 23,000 as an-
nual subscription fee.

Research scholars and
students can alsocheck their
research papers and thesis
in a anti-plagiarism softwa-
re ‘Turnitin’, before publis-
hing them.

The university says the
numberof e-books to beavai-
lable under the initiative
will increase in the coming
years.

The Union govt is follo-
wing the consortium based
subscription model for IITs
and NITs.

22,000 engg seats added
to computer-related courses

Top colleges said they ha-
ve increased the intakeup to
15% in computer-related co-
urses.

“Duetothe cap in previo-
us years, we were able to en-
rolonly10% of students who
have shown interest in our '
college. This year, we have
increased our intake by aro-
und 15% in computer-rela-
ted branches,” said Abhay
Meganathan, vice-chair-
man of Rajalakshmi Group
of Institutions.

Colleges are also plan-
ning to rope in industry ex-
pertsto teach students.

“There are more job op-
portunities for students in
these sectors. But we need to
make students ready for the
industry,” said P Deiva Sun-
dari, principal of SRM Eas-
wariEngineering College.

Nearly after adecade, All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) has re-
moved the cap on maximum
number of seats insinglede-
partment for 2024-25. Till
last year, colleges could en-
roll a maximum of 240 stu-
dentsinabranch.



Over 25,000 polytechnic
students get jobs through
Naan Mudhalvan scheme

Ola Electric is recruiting polytechnic students for electric vehicle plants; TN. Skill Development

Corporation data show that salary packages range from 2 lakh per annum to 8 lakh per annum

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

total of 25,888 stu-
Adents from poly-
technic  colleges

across Tamil Nadu have
landed jobs in various sec-
tors through the State go-
vernment’s Naan Mudhal-
van scheme, as on June 18,
2024.

Under the scheme, the
government is helping stu-
dents from polytechnic
colleges secure lucrative
jobs in domestic and multi-
national firms. About 252
colleges have participated
in the job drives so far. Offi-
cials said the placements
were still under way, and
around 58,000 students
were in the final year of
their course.

This year, Ola Electric is
recruiting polytechnic stu-
dents for its electric vehicle
(EV) plants. According to
the Tamil Nadu Skill Deve-
lopment Corporation
(TNSDC), the firm plans to
recruit fresh candidates for
its plants. At present,
pooled campus place-
ments are under way and
as of now, around 120-odd
candidates have been se-
lected to be deployed in as-
sembly lines, logistics, op-
erations, and stores,
among others, in entry-le-
vel positions.

Firms, including Accen-
ture, Amazon, Ashok Ley-
land, BOSCH, Caterpiller
India, Daikin, Delphi TVS,
Eicher, Ford, HCL Tech

Helping hand

The Tamil Nadu government’s

flagship Naan Mudhalvan
scheme has been helping
students from polytechnic
colleges secure jobs in
domestic and international
firms. A look at the
number of students who
were placed and their
salary range

— |
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STUDENTS WHO WERE PLACED IN VARIOUS SECTORS

Students
placed

Tk

Students
placed

= About 252 colleges
have participated in
the job drive so far. Of-

Sectors sectors ficials say placements
Agriculture 157 Iron and Steel 597 2:25’:: ggf}f]:)\:?:éz:dts
Apparel L IT-ITes 632 are in the final year of
Automotive 16,619  Leather 73 their course

Beauty and Wellness . 44 Logistics 112 PAY SCALE

BFSI 27 Media & Entertainment 112 salary No. of
Capital Goods 377 Mining 13 range students
Construction 882 Plumbing 141 <2 Lakh 18,250
Electronics & Hardware 3,509 Power 453 2 to 3 Lakh 7,259
Food Processing 88 Retail 86 2 to 4 Lakh 88
Gems and Jewellery 18 Rubber 129 3to 4 Lakh 229
Green Jobs 66 Telecom 358 4 to 5 Lakh 42
Healthcare 140 Textiles & Handlooms 187 5to 6 Lakh 8
Infrastructure Equipment 193 Tourism & Hospitality 6 6 to 8 Lakh 12
Instrumentation ‘ 692 Grand Total 25,888 Grand Total | 25,888

and L&T, too, hired poly-
technic students. A few
overseas placements were
recorded too.

The data from TNSDC
show that the salary pack-
ages for these students
range from 32 lakh per an-
num to I8 lakh per annum,
The highest pay, ¥8 lakh
per annum, was offered by
Nokia. J. Innocent Divya,
MD, TNSDC, said: “Indus-
tries want students from

Source: The Hindu, | July 2024

polytechnic colleges with
shop floor expertise.” One
of the companies, which
participated in the recruit-
ment drive, told The Hin-
du: “This year, we reduced
our hiring at engineering
colleges, and went for
more polytechnic stu-
dents. These students un-
dergo more practical ses-
sions, and can be deployed
on the work floor from the
first day. This helps in re-

TEN Vol. | Issue 3 | July 2024 | Page 53

ducing training costs...”

Under the scheme, stu-
dents from polytechnic
colleges are trained in digi-
tal skills (virtual), building
information modelling, in-
dustrial metaverse using
AR and VR, industry 4.0,
and printed circuit board
(PCB) design, among oth-
ers. Those pursuing educa-
tion through Industrial
Training Institutes are also
being trained.



MIT turns 75: TN allocates I75cr
for infrastructure development

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Alumni from
around the world and pro-
fessors shared stories of
their college days, took
photos and  strolled
around the Madras Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT)
campus in Chromepet on
the institution’s 75" anni-
versary on Saturday.

During the valediction
ceremony, TN minister of
higher education K Pon-
mudy interacted with
alumni "and students.
“MIT has grown frgm its
modest beginnings to a
premier institution
known for its cutting-edge
programmes, interdisci-
plinary research, and
strongindustry-academia
collaborations. We should
focus on empowering
women to pursue higher
education,” hesaid.

The institute, which
opened on July 18, 1949,
with 96 students, now has
more than 4,000 students
enrolled in nine under-
graduate and 15 postgrad-
uate programmes. “We
planted 75 saplings and

ON THE DAIS: K Ponmudy, TN minister for higher education, with
MIT faculty for its 75* valediction ceremony

held anopen houseexhibi-
tion as part of the July 18
celebration,” said K Ravi-
chandran, dean of MIT.
The state govt has allo-

“catedz75 crore for the con-

struction of an auditori-
um and classroom com-
plex on the MIT campus,
and the construction is
now in progress. Addi-
tionally, alumni have also
contributed to enhancing
the campuslearningenvi-
ronment.

President of the MIT
Alumni Association B
Senthilnathan an-
nounced that a proposal

Source: The Times of India, 21 July 2024, p. 4

has been submitted to An-
na University to renovate
the alumni house into a
training centre for stu-
dents. New automation
labs, built at a cost of 35
lakh, will benefit students
of the new academic year.
“We have also allocated
18 lakh for year-round
college activities and do-
nated 8 lakh for scholar-
ships,” headded. :

Earlier, Anna Univer-
sity vice-chancellor R Vel-
rajemphasised the im por-
tance of encouraging
women to pursue higher
education.
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Ragu.Raman@timesgroup.com

he State Education
Policy (SEP) looks
set to have several
student-friendly
provisions - from
only play at pre-primary
schools to open book assess-
ment to no common exams till
Class X. A 550-page set of rec-
ommendations on the SEP was
submitted by a 14-member panel
headed by Justice D Murugesan,
retired chief justice of Delhi
high court, to chief minister M
K Stalin on Monday.

The Murugesan panel report
runs counter to the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP). It favours continu-
ing with the existing school educa-
tion system instead of the 5+3+8+4
system proposed by NEP. It recom-
mends five years as entry age for
Class [ against six years by NEP. UG
admissions should be based on Class
XI and XII board exam marks and &5
not an entrance test as proposed by
NEP. There are to be no multiple entry and
exits in degree programmes. The panel also
proposed a two-language formula against the
three-language formula suggested by NEP.

“Tamil Nadu has been following five
vears as a school entry for several years and
it served the state well. We have recommend-
ed regulations to make school entry age uni-
form for all types of schools in the state,”
Justice Murugesan told TOL

The report also recommends steps to
check commercialisation of education, a
ban on coaching and tuition centres paral-
1el to schools and colleges, longer periods for
physical education, and a special mission to
improve quality of higher education.

“Conducting common exams at early
classes such as Class III and V or VIIT will
add stress to students. So, we have recom-
mended board exams only in Class X,” Mu-
rugesan said.

The panel proposed a regulatory body for
deemed-to-be universities for admissions, fee
structures and minimum salary for faculty
It recommended extending oversight by the
state board fee committee to schools that fol-

£
photo
low CBSE and other boards toc.

Revamping teacher selection and educa-
tion, setting up regional structures for affili-
ating engineering colleges and establishing
super specialty hospitals and college under
Tamil Nadu Dr MGR Medical University
were other recommendations.

It proposes RTE admission reimburse-
ment only in private schools located in re-
mote areas, hills, where there are no govt
schools. It says funds being spent for RTE
admissions can be used for developing
govt schools.

Only play activities in pre-primary schools o
Continuing with existing school education system
‘ Board exams only for Class X &
School entry age is five years &

Admissions to UG based on Class XI, XIl marks &
No multiple entry and exits @
Two language formula &
Continues with affiliation system ®

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS OF SEP

» State govt may take appropriate measures to ensure the
subject ‘education’ is brought back in State list of Schedule
7 of the C: i
> Tamil jpht as the first la

No immediate
legal conflict
in sight

Times News NETWORK

» Anganwadi centres should be named “Mother-
Child Care Centres™; pre-primary, play schools as
hild pment centres

> bﬁ-rﬁfrﬁh‘agéfurpre-schmls: Jyears

SCHOOL EDUCATION
» Entry age in Class |: 5 years
» There will be four stages - primary, upper primary,
secondary and higher secondary stage (5+3+2+2)

> Either open book assessment or closed book
assessment with information sheets to eliminate

amil Nadu has opened one

more battle front against the

Union govt by becoming the

first state in the country to have its

own education policy for institutions

- under its control, say jurists.

A legal confrontation, however,

will not unfold anytime soon, as the

memorization National Education Policy (NEP) is

" » Physical education periods should be expanded from not a legislation, but only an intend-
two to four periods a week ed academic direction. In contrast,
ADDointing uis - " thestate has the Tamil Nadu Private

& sical education teachers at primarylevel 1,15 (Regulation) Act, 2018, which

» Govt may consider 1% reservation in higher education
for children who have lost both parents

» Govt may consider banning all coaching centres
including private tuition centres

will be bolstered when the State Edu-
cation Policy (SEP) penned by Jus-
tice D Murugesan is implemented.
The friction point will be the con-
flicting clauses concerning higher

% Tty £ A education, because the Union govt

3 has a law in place and it is imple-
HIGHER EDUCATI mented through its agencies
» A state higher ssion should be set up such as the University Grants

' Commission (UGC).

» Marks obtained in Class XJ, Xil should be the basis for T Finara S "

admissions to higher studies. No entrance exams.

“The present structure offers 1
transition from school to college to students.
NEP may disrupt the transition as it man-
dates a common entrance test and introduces
anew school education system. In hindsight,
the recommendations seem to protect the
interests of people of TN and educational
i cture in the state,” said education
activist P B Prince Gajendrababu.

Madras University former vice-chancel-
lor P Duraisamy said multiple entry and
exits in degree programmes will offer flex-
ibility to students.

If the govt adopts our recommendations, it will bring positive
change in education, future of students - jusriceb Murugesan

@

Source: The Times of India, 2 July 2024, p. 2

ment in 1976, education was moved

» The present three-year UG and two-year PG to the Concurrent List from the State
degree shall continue List. It means, both the state and
» Academic Bank of Credit proposed by UGC shall not be
implemented in state ities till the system matures

» Break and rejoining courses shall be allowed under

» The use of open book and open-notes assessments ==
should be extensive, eliminating the need for
memorization

» Stre ing titutions rather than
allowing foreign universiti

> Only tie-ups with foreign universities by state
universities and colleges allowed
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NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY (NEP)

 Early childhood education starts at age of three
@ Replacing 10+2 with 5+3+3+4

& Common exams for Classes lll, V and VIll
@ School entry age is six years
@ Based on common entrance test
@ Multiple entry and exits
@ Three language formula
@ To abolish affiliation system 2035

the Union govt can make new laws :
or amend the existing ones. While :
school education is driven by state :
laws, Union govt has supremacy in
higher education. In case the state
makes or amends a law and gets Pres-
idential assent, then it is as good as a
central law.

“Today there is no central law in
school education, which has always
been with the state,” said designated :
senior advocate and former addition- :
al solicitor-general of India P Wilson, :
DMK’s Rajya Sabha member as well. |
“A state is the best judge to decide :
what is good for its students. Even in :
higher education-related matters, the :
Union govt can prescribe and deter- :
mine only the standard, he added.

Justice K Chandru, former judge
of Madras high court, said TN govt |
had already laid out its most conten- |
tious issues with the Centre. They
are: one, a state amendment seek- ;
ing TN's exemption from NEET. !
Two, another law to make the chief !
minister Chancellor of state univer- :
sities replacing the governor; and !
three, the 69% reservation for SC/ '
ST and OBC communities in educa- |
tion. While the first two are awaiting
Presidential assent, the third issue is
in the Supreme Court.

The justice D Murugesan com-
mission report will be a part of the
policy decision, the senior jurist
said, pointing out that the state’s
Samacheer Kalvi scheme had been
upheld by Madras high court, and
appeals against it were dismissed by
the Supreme Court. Asked about the
varying duration of -under-graduate
degrees, as prescribed by the SEP and
the NEP justice Chandru said a basic
law degree is obtained in five years
as well as six years. “While the three-
year law degree after graduation en-
tails six years of collegiate education,
post-matric law degree is a five-year
programme,” he said. -

Legally, there is no immediate
threat for SEP, but over a period the
higher education part of it could
pitch TN against the Union govt.




Student-tutor ratio in aided schools: Assn
asks TN govt not to transfer 8K teachers

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

TEACHERS in government-
aided schools have urged the
state to drop any move to trans-
fer around 8,000 teachers, who
were identified as teachers in
excess of the stipulated stu-
dent-teacher ratio. The school
education department on June
29 released a G.0O. stating that
the surplus teachers should be
appointed to other aided
schools that have vacancies.

However, the teachers say the
government did not consider
the entire number of English-
medium students in these
schools, while identifying sur-
plus teachers. If this detail is
also factored in, the surplus
teachers will fall by 90%, they
said. Around 80,000 teach-
ers work in 8,400 aided schools
that cater to over 25 lakh stu-
dents in the state.

In 2018, through a G.O., the
aided schools were allowed to
convert50% of student strength
in each section to English me-
dium. In case of high demand,
the schools could have a higher
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Aided school teachers have claimed if the total number of English-medium students
is taken into account, the number of surplus teachers will be fall by 90% | FiLepic

percentage of English-medium
students, but the government
would provide resources for
students only till the 50% mark.
Hence, the teachers catering to
the English-medium students
above the fixed cut-off, are also
considered as surplus teachers
by the government.

Other factors that contribute
to the high number of ‘surplus’

Source: The New Indian Express, |15 July 2024, p. 2

teachers in aided schools are
the increase in student-teacher
ratio from 20:1 to 30-40:1, and
the decrease in student enrol-
ment because the government
is yvet to extend schemes like
Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme, 7.5% reservation, and
the Tamil Puthalvan scheme to
all aided schools.

Representing the Tamil Nadu

Aided Schools Teaching and
Non-Teaching Staff Federa-
tion, T Kanagaraj said the main
reason behind the government
identifying as many as 8,000
teachers as surplus, is the par-
tial consideration of English-
medium students during staff
fixation. “We demand the gov-
ernment to consider the entire
English-medium student
strength while deploying teach-
ers. This would reduce the sur-
plus figure by 90%,” he said.
The surplus number is par-
ticularly high in Kanniyaku-
mari district, where English-
medium students constitute
the majority in all aided
schools. “In this district alone,
there are 624 surplus teachers
in high and higher secondary
schools. This number would be
reduced by more than half if
the entire strength of English-
medium students is considered.
The remaining teachers could
then be deployed to aided
schools that have vacancies.”
said R Ajin, Secretary of the
Tamil Nadu Postgraduate
Teachers Association.

(Facing page, clockwise from left top)

Sources:

The New Indian Express, 20 July 2024, p. 4

The Hindu, | July 2024

The New Indian Express, 26 July 2024, p. 4
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Stalin opens
new school
structures built
at3264.15 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @cChennai

CHIEF Minister ME Stalin inau-
gurated new buildings construct-
ed for the school education de-
partment at a cost of 7264.15
crore across Tamil Nadu via vid-
€0 conference from the secretar-
iat on Friday.

The buildings, housing 515
classrooms, 12 laboratories, in
106 government high and higher
secondary schools across 26 dis-
tricts were constructed by the
school education department un-
der the ‘Perasiriyar Anbazhagan
Palli Membatiu Thittam'.

Additionally; 441 classrooms in
176 elementary schools in 25 dis-
tricts and renovated buildings in
28 schools of excellence 1n 28 dis-
tricts have been completed. An
education campus along with a
CEO office has been constructed
in Tiruvannamalai. The event
was attended by Minister for
School Education Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi and Chief Secre-
tary Shiv Das Meena.

Stalin also inaugurated two
new prison buildings valued at
9.45 crore. These include a new
sub4jail at Tindivanam in Vilup-
puram district and an additional
buildingat Chengalpattu district
prison.

Govt. schools
facelack of
counsellors
for students

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

. Preethi*, a Class
K IX government
school  student,

was repeatedly disrupting
class, her teacher Uma* re-
counted. After speaking to
her, the teacher and stu-
dent managed to establish
a relationship of trust and
Preethi started messaging
her teacher even late into
the night.

“She is a brilliant stu-
dent. She had lost both her
parents and stayed with
her grandmother. She
grows extremely attached
if attention is shown,” Ms.
Uma says.

The teacher soon found
out that she had begun a
relationship with a daily-
wage labourer. In an effort
to protect her, Ms. Uma ad-
vised her against it. “That
very day she sent me lewd,
intimate pictures to show
her defiance,” says Ms.
Uma.

Though the school ar-
ranges for a counsellor for
the students, there is a
need for a more perma-
nent presence in the
school. “I don’t know how
to proceed in such a situa-
tion apart from giving
more advice. I am not
trained for this,” she says.

Experts say teachers need to be trained to

24 S | h

handle behavioural problems among children

Cause for concern: According to a child psychologist, behavioural
problems in children are on the rise. FILE PHOTO

Though the State go-
vernment had introduced
an initiative in 2017 to have
a counsellor available at
the blocklevel for the
schools under it, the pro-
gramme soon fizzled out.
“Only once in a while the
counsellor would visit. Mo-
reover, the children are not
comfortable when a stran-
ger prods them. We find it
easier to deal with the chil-
dren ourselves and advise
them,” says a government
school teacher from Rama-
nathapuram district.

Stating that mental ill-
ness among children starts
at the age of 15, child psy-
chologist Jayanthini says:
“Behavioural problems in
children are on the rise. Ev-
ery school should have an
educational psychologist
who visits for a few hours a
day to consult. Early help
goes a long way in prevent-
ing problems.”

The report of the one-
man committee to avoid
caste-based violence in
schools, headed by retired
High Court Justice K, Chan-
dru, also suggested that
trained counsellors be ap-
pointed for each block.

However, educationist
and former Vice-Chancel-
lor Vasanthi Devi points
out that there is a dearth of
psychologists, and it will
not help manage the cur-
rent problem.

“Teachers are with the
students more. They need
to be extensively trained to
be empathetic and lend an
ear to guide the students in
times of trouble.”

Policy needed

A child rights activist, A.
Devaneyan, states that
there must be a protection
of school children policy
for a holistic and safe envi-
ronment. “Violence
against children and by
children are on the rise. As
a long-term solution, coun-
sellors are good, but right
now, the teachers need to
be trained. A policy on
child protection will be
able to address this,” he
savs.

Some experts also point
out that the presence of a
social worker will be of
more help in schools.

“When a child needs a
safe place, where will they
go? The role of a teacher
comes with a position of
power, whereas a social
worker will be able to not-
ice and identify when
there is a rise in bullying or
child sexual abuse. They
will also help in crisis inter-
vention and help the chil-
dren express their trau-
ma,” says J. Damen Queen,
assistant professor at Ma-
dras School of Social Work.

“A school social worker
is necessary as they will
look at the larger canvas of
a student’s life. A child may
be vaccinated, have food,
shelter, family, clothes,
and can still be abused,
and be abusive,” said Vidya
Reddy, founder and direc-
tor of Tulir-Centre for the
Prevention and Healing of
Child Sexual Abuse.

*names changed to pro-
tect identity.

Edu centre shut 3 yrs ago, schooling now a dream for 20 Vellore tribal kids

RAJALAKSHMI SAMPATH @ Vellore

AROUND 20 school-aged chil-
dren in the tribal village of Per-
iyathattankuttal have neither
been in a classroom nor re-
ceived any formal education for
three years — after the closure
of a non-residential school
teaching centre (NRSTC) in the
region. Officials alleged it was

thenon-cooperation of students
that led to the shutdown.
Nestled in the picturesque
Jawadhu Hills, the village is
home to more than 300 people
of 60 families, all belonging to
the Malayali community
(scheduled tribe). As many
children of older age groups
are enrolled in residential gov-
ernment-run schools in nearby

The kids spend their time helping parents in the fields, and playing | s omesu

tDW'ﬂS, the absence of an educa-
tional facility in the village pri-
marﬂy affects children aged
between five and 12. The near-
est school is located 7 km away
mn Nﬂgﬂnﬂﬂhl, accessible Dl’ﬂ}'
through a forest route, and an-
other one is 12 Km away in
Peenjammandhai, which also

lacks proper road connectivity.

The village used to have an
NRSTC within 200 m with a
temporary teacher from out-
side the village. However, it was
shut down three years ago,
sources said. During TVIE's
Visit to the area, 13-year-old M
Prasanth said, “I studied up to

Class 3 at the NRSTC. When it
was shut down, I discontinued
my studies as it's difficult to
reach other schools.”

Asmost parents in the region
often go to neighbouring states
like Kerala for work, kids don’t
have an adult to accompany
them to schools through the
forest paths. Thus, they discon-
tinue studies. Ramya (11) said,
“I went to school until Class 2
but dropped out as my parents
started to travel to other states
for work. Now, me and my sib-
lings spend time helping par-
ents at the fields and playing.

R Samandhi, a resident, said,
“My son is six years old and [
am yet to enrel him in school.
I don't want to send him to Na-
ganadhi as the path is notori-

ous for snakes. It'd be better if
there was a school in the
village.”

According to sources, there
are six kids in the village who
are yet to start Class 1. Also, af-
ter the closure of NRSTC, three
have dropped out of Class 2, two
from Class 3, one from Class 4,
two from Class 5 and six others
from different classes.

The village also used to have
a Katral Maiyam (learning cen-
tre), which was run by a group
of volunteers. However itdidn't
sustain, sources said. “Most
Kids are interested in studies.
However, due to the nature of
their parents’ jobs and the
hardship of reaching the near-
by schools alone, they remain
athome. It'd be better if the dis-
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trict administration could start
an elementary school in the vil-
lage with midday meals,” said
K Jayanthi, a resident.
Anaicut block education of-
ficer N Kumar told TNIE,
“Though we arranged an
NRSTC in the village, it was
discontinued as students didn’t
cooperate. However, we are pro-
posing an elementary school.”
S Shanthi, supervisor (in-
charge) for Anaicut block, said,
“The possibility of starting an
elementary school in the hills
is slim due to location con-
straints. If students are inter-
ested, we are ready to restart
the NRSTC.” A senior school
education official also said the
NRSTC will be restarted after
identifying a spot for it.



BIS revises code to ensure food hygiene in schools

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

With more public and priv-
ate schools in the State
serving food to children,
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) recently re-
vised IS 6541: 2024, a code
that recommends the hy-
gienic conditions required
for the preparation of
food/meals in schools.

BIS would soon ap-
proach the State govern-
ment to discuss the revised
code and seek coordina-
tion on implementation of
the standard in Tamil Na-
du. The code was pu-
blished in 1972 to prescribe
a basic standard for main-
taining hygienic conditions
in kitchens and food tran-
sport vehicles, and co-
vered only noon meal pro-
grammes, officials of BIS
said.

After five decades, the

code was modified last
month, taking into account
the current requirements
for school kitchens and
centralised kitchens in go-
vernment, government-
aided and private schools,
said U.S.P. Yadav, Deputy
Director General, BIS
(southern region).

The code, finalised by
the Food and Agricultural
Division Council, BIS, had
covered the broad con-
tours of food safety and hy-
giene measures to be
adopted at various levels of
schools, including créches.
It had excluded facilities
for infants aged up to 22
months for now, the offi-
cial said.

The comprehensive
standard has a broader
scope now, with a growing
number of kitchens in-
volved in food preparation,
handling and supply in
schools. In a bid to ensure

Keeping it clean: The code specifies food safety measures and

e

hygiene to be adopted right from the stage of procurement, storage
and preparation to serving food to children. FILE PHOTO

the safety of food con-
sumed by children and im-
prove nutrition, the BIS
has listed separate stan-
dards for school kitchens
and centralised kitchens to
maintain hygiene.

The code has specified
food safety measures and
hygiene to be adopted
right from the stage of pro-
curement, storage and
preparation to serving
food to children. It has also

covered the basic infras-
tructure and equipment
needed in school and cen-
tralised kitchens.

G. Bhavani, Director
and Head, BIS, Chennai
branch, said that there
were specifications on
where to procure raw ma-
terials, how to store each
food item, the order of us-
age to avoid expiry and
wastage, and cooking
methods to be adopted for
food safety. Separate sec-
tions elaborate on cleaning
of utensils, pest control
and personal hygiene of
food handlers.

“Every minute detail
such as the ideal tempera-
ture for serving a meal to
children has been included
in the code. It has also re-
commended testing of
meals once in six months
for different parameters,
including e-coli and salmo-
nella,” she said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has already imple-
mented the Chief Minis-
ter’s Breakfast Scheme in
31,008 government
schools and expanded it to
more government-aided
schools. Similarly, students
in nearly 43,131 centres
across the State are provid-
ed nutritious food under
the Puratchi Thalaivar
M.G.R. Nutritious Meal
Programme with an elabo-
rate quality monitoring
mechanism, according to
the 2024-25 policy note of
the Social Welfare and Wo-
men Empowerment De-
partment.

“We will initiate the next
step of BIS certification for
kitchens depending on the
requirement of the State
government agencies. In
six months, BIS will pre-
pare a checklist that needs
to be followed for certifica-
tion,” Mr. Yadav said.

Source: The Hindu, 20 July 2024

Free from bondage, these tribal students’ civil service dream now gets wings

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennal

THE lives and dreams of B
Mallesh (24) from Krishnagiri
and 8 Santhosh (17) from Tiru-
vannamalai are similar at many
levels. Both of them, hailing
from marginalised communi-
ties, recently got enrolled at Ma-
dras Christian College (MCC) to
pursue their dream courses and
aspire to become civil service
officers. Though there is noth-
ing extraordinary about their

career choice, the reason behind
them picking this competitive
field is worth knowing.

Mallesh was a bonded labour-
er for five years. On the other
hand, Santhosh’s parents were
rescued from bonded labour
when he was two years old.
Both of them wish to get into
civil service so that they can
take measures to ensure no one
goes through similar plight.

At the age of eight, one of
Mallesh’s relatives sent him for

B Mallesh and § Santhosh got enrolled
at Madras Christian College in Chennai

work at a rose farm in Karna-
taka by taking 30,000 from the
land owner. For five long years,
Mallesh worked as a bonded la-
bourer from 6 am to 8 pm. He
used to pluck flowers, clean
them, and tie into bundles. Not
just the hands but the little one’s
heart too was wounded from the
hard labour as he had to under-
go beatings and verbal abuse of
the owner on a daily basis.

In 2014, Mallesh's ordeal came
to an end as he was rescued by

Source: The New Indian Express, |3 July 2024, p. 2

the government with the help
of social workers. He was hand-
ed over to a child welfare com-
mittee in the state.

“Never have I ever imagined
that I'd be able to resume my
studies and step into a college. T
am happy that I utilised all the
opportunities that came my
way and got into MCC,” said
Mallesh who hails from a tribal
community. He is now an MA
Social Work student of the col-
lege in Chennai.
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“Life of bonded labourers is
a curse. No one should go
through it. I will study hard to
become an IAS officer and will
work especially to uplift the
lives of bonded labourers,” add-
ed the youngster.

Hailing from the Irular com-
munity, Santhosh’s childhood
was slightly different as it was
not him but his parents who
went through the same plight.
“Fortunately, I have not suf-
fered the agony of beinga bond-

ed labourer butThave seen their
lives from close quarters,” said
Santhosh, a native of Dr Abdul
Kalam Puram, a settlement for
rescued bonded labourers start-
ed by the state government. He
has enrolled in the same college
for BA Tamil course.

MCC principal Paul Wilson
said the college has been sup-
porting underprivileged stu-
dents for many years now,
thereby making the campus in-
clusive and holistic.



10 TN tribal students secure
admission in NIT, top institutes

PEARSON LENEKAR SR/ SUBASHINI
VIJAYAKUMAR @ Tiruchy/ Chennai

SIX tribal students from schools run by
the Tamil Nadu tribal welfare depart-
ment and four from private institutions
have secured admissions in premier in-
stitutions such as the National Institute
of Technology, Tiruchy (NIT-T),
National Institute of Fashion
Technology (NIFT), and Na-
tional Law University (NLU),
this year.

Even as only three of the six
rounds of Joint Seat Allocation
(JSA) counselling have been
completed so far, five tribal stu-

dents from Tiruchy district — M Rohini

one from a government school

and four others from private institu-
tions — have already secured seats at
NIT-T. The lot includes four girls. Sourc-
es from the institution said it is for the
first time that these many students from
tribal communities in Tiruchy have got
into the institution during the first
three rounds of counselling.

Among them is M Rohini (18), a stu-
dent from the government tribal resi-
dential higher secondary school in Pa-
chamalai Hills of Chinna Illupur.
Securing 73.8% in the JEE Mains ex-
amination, she was ranked 6,910 in the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) category. She has
been allotted a seat in the Chemical En-
gineering department. Hailing
from the Malayali tribal com-
munity, Rohini’s parents are
agricultural daily-wage labour-
ers in Kerala. She lives with her
elder brother and his wife who
work as agricultural labourers
in Chinna Iluppur. Rohini is
the first in their family to pur-
sue a professional degree.

“Frequent tests were
conducted based on previous vear’s
question papers, apart from special
classes. While I was able to write the
JEE Mains examination well, the
Advanced examination was quite
challenging. However. I am happy thatI
got into a reputed institution and hope
to do well,” said Rohini. P9

2 tribal students to pursue
B.Design course at NIFT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A Ajai from Eklavya Model
Residential School (EMRS) in

THE other tribal students from
Tiruchy who got admitted to
NIT-T are K Kavini from Kaila-
sapuram (Bachelor of Archi-
tecture) with a rank of 302; PN
Rithika from Mutharasanallur
(Computer Science Engineer-
ing) with arank of 2,538; G Dhi-
ya Preetha from Poolangudi
(Production Engineering) with
arank of 7,106; and Dhanush
Rajkuamr Bangaru from Kaila-
sapuram (Production Engi-
neering) with a rank of 8,872.

M Palada of The Nilgiris has
been admitted to the National
Law University in Tiruchy. K
Meena and S Durga, from
EMRS in Pulivampatti of Tiru-
vannamalai district will pur-
sue Bachelor of Design course
at NIFT E Palanivamal and K
Thavamani from the govern-
ment tribal residential school
in Maniyarpalayam of Kallaku-
richi district have joined the
Bachelor of Fashion Technol-
0gy programme at the same in-

(Above) Source: The New Indian Express,
12 July 2024, p. 1&9

(Right) Source: The Hindu, 19 July 2024

TEN Vol. | Issue 3 | July 2024 | Page 59

‘Women

need higher
education

for economic
independence’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Madras High Court Judge,
Justice M. Sundar, said on
Thursday that V.L. Ethiraj,
founder of Ethiraj College
for Women, firmly be-
lieved that higher educa-
tion for women was impor-
tant for their economic
independence.

Delivering the V.L. Ethi-
raj Endowment Lecture,
organised as part of the
134t birth anniversary of
the college founder, Mr.
Justice Sundar said women
needed economic inde-
pendence for their emanci-
pation.

Legal career

Justice Sundar also spoke
on how Ethiraj used the
money he earned from his
illustrious career in the le-
gal profession to build in-
stitutions for women.

V.M. Muralidharan,
Chairman, Ethiraj College
for Women, also spoke. Fi-
nancial Trustee M. Sekar
participated in the event.



Govt. scheme helps Adi Dravidar, tribal
school students realise their dream

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

It was a dream come true
for C. Parthasarathy, a stu-
dent of Government Adi
Dravidar Welfare Higher
Secondary School at Sun-
dararajapuram in Virud-
hunagar district when he
came to know that he was
admitted to the Aerospace
Design course at the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Madras (IIT-M).

He was the first student
from the schools adminis-
tered by the State’s Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Wel-
fare Department to get in-
to an IIT, thanks to the
State’s flagship Naan Mud-
halvan scheme, officials
said. The 18-year-old stu-
dent told The Hindu, “The
coaching classes for the
IIT Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (JEE) Mains were
conducted by our school-
teachers. After clearing
the exam, experts from
Chennai helped me clear
JEE Advanced...”

Rewarding initiative: Minister for Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare
M. Kayalvizhi Selvaraj felicitating the students. SPECIAL ARRAMGEMENT

L. Suganya and M. Rohi-
ni from the Government
Tribal Residential (GTR)
Higher Secondary Schools
at Kariyakovilvalavu in Sa-
lem district and Chinna II-
luppur near Pachamalai in
Tiruchi district respective-
ly are slated to join the Na-
tional Institute of Technol-
ogy (NIT)-Tiruchi.

They were trained un-
der the Naan Mudhalvan
scheme, and found the in-
itiative very helpful.

Source: The Hindu, 24 July 2024

“I never expected that
my son would pursue
higher education at the
Tamil Nadu National Law
University in Tiruchi. He is
the first generation in our
family to go for higher stu-
dies,” said R. Arumugam,
whose son A. Ajai, a stu-
dent of Eklavya Model Re-
sidential School (EMRS) in
the Nilgiris district cleared
the Common Law Admis-
sion Test. K. Meena and S.
Durga, students of EMRS,
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Puliyampatti in Tiruvan-
namalai district, E. Palani-
yammal and K. Thavama-
ni from GTR Higher
Secondary School at Mani-
yarpalayam in Kallakuri-
chi district, will join the
National Institute of Fash-
ion Technology at Tarama-
ni in Chennai.

Recently, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin and Minister
for Adi Dravidar and Tri-
bal Welfare N. Kayalvizhi
Selvaraj had felicitated the
students. Mr. Stalin pro-
vided laptops to them.

G. Laxmi Priya, Secre-
tary, Adi Dravidar and Tri-
bal Welfare Department,
said video lectures of
teachers from Model
schools and experts were
telecast for seven weeks in
schools. “Doubt-clearing
sessions were organised
for students. Special train-
ing programmes were
held. From this year, train-
ing programmes for en-
trance exams will be con-
ducted throughout the
academic year,” she said.



’ Corporation to hire full-time student ';
counsellors for its schools from Aug

Padmaja.)

@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Shankar*, who
studies in Class IX in a Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation
(GCC) school in north Chen-
nai, used to be addicted to to-
‘bacco-flavoured mouth
fresheners. Soon, his marks
fell from 90% and he barely
passed last year. Then, a
counsellor asked Shankar if
he wanted to become an ad-
dict like his father or set a
good example for his young-
er brother. “I stopped taking
them,” hesaid.
GCC schools report a lot
of casesof studentsstraying
.from academics because of
relationships, drugs, alco-
. hol, stress and depression.
“Teachers, who are overbur-
dened with completing por-
tions, cannot always help
them,” said Anuradha Go-
palakrishnan, a consultant
for GCC schools. The GCC
plans to hire 15 full-time
counsellors for 30 schools,

Al-GENERATED IMAGE s

GCC schools repdrt alot of

cases of students straying from
academics because of
relationships, drugs, alcohol,
stress and depression

paying them each around
%30,000 a month, starting
Aug.

“Teachers are also
stressed after the pandemic.
They have to complete por-
tions,” said S Charulatha,
headmistress of a GCC
school. “Students have be-
come less interested in stud-
ies after the pandemic, so we
need counsellors,” shead-
ded.

NGOs such as Arunod-
haya and SCARF (Schizo-
phrenia Research Founda-
tion) fill the role in a few
schools in the city. Arunod-
haya has a social worker in
eachof the22 GCCschoolsin
north Chennai. These coun-
sellors visit every week to

talk about love, infatuation,
menstrual hygiene, and safe
and unsafe touch. They also
refer children to counsellors
for one-on-one sessions, said
Virgil D Sami, Arunod-
haya’sexecutive director.
“We plan to work with
families and communities,
not just students,” said Sha-
ranya Ari, GCC deputy com-
missioner (education).
Once, a student threat-
ened to kill himself if the
teacher failed him. In anoth-
er case, a few girls cut them-
selves with blades, said Vir-
gil. 4
Arunodhaya’s counsel-

Jor S Chellammal attends

such cases. “Two people in
love will grow together, wait

foreach other,and helpeach
other achieve their goals. !
But infatuation is a tempo-
rary attraction that can
make a person deviate from
goals,” she tells the girls.
Children who get love
and validation at home
won’t look for it in other peo-
ple or substances, said Chel-
lammal. “Many parents are
alsodaily wage workers who
cannot spend time with
their children. They become
overly critical. So, we ask
parents to tell their children
what financial and emotion-
al difficulties theyface.”
Shankar thus got to
know that his mother works
very hard to send him and -
his brother to school. “I help
my mother whenever I can.
Shenever sleeps,” he said.
Now, Shankar's scores
have increased to 85%. “My
ambition is to become a pi-
lot,” he said. “Chellammal
ma’am was the first person
toaskmethat.”
(*name changed)

Source: The Times of India, 3 July 2024, p. 3
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T.N. Language Atlas brings out the State’s
varied linguistic typology and distribution

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

About 18.49% of the total
population in Tamil Nadu
could speak English, the
Language Atlas of Tamil
Nadu, 2011, has revealed.

Published recently by
the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of
India (RG&CCI), under the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, the Atlas has point-
ed out that 2.11% of the to-
tal population in the State
could speak Hindi.

It further pointed out
that 96.20% of the total
population in the State
could speak Tamil; 8.05%,
Telugu; 2.59%, Kannada;
and 1.40%, Malayalam -
either as their mother ton-
gue or as their first or se-
cond subsidiary language.
The Atlas has used the 2011
Census data for Tamil Na-
du for its analysis, and puts
the population of the State
at 7,21,47,030.

Five major languages

The five major languages,
classified on the basis of
the total number of speak-
ers in the State, are - Tamil

Linguistic diversity

A delve into the distribution of monolingual, bilingual and trilingual speakers in the State in 2011

Major Speakers Bilinguals "
languages (mother | Monolinguals | (excluding | Trilinguals
tongue) trilinguals)

Tamil 6,37,53,997 | 4,96,87,022 | 1,30,47,336 | 10,19,639
Telugu 42,34,302 9,56,866 ‘ 26,60,016 | 6,17,420
Kannada 12,86,175 2,80,564 7,84,735|  2,20,876
Urdu 12,64,537 3,40,243 l 7,15,784 | 2,08,510
Malayalam 7,26,096 1,99,740 3,34,020 1,92,336
Hindi 3,93,380 1,63,375 | 1,68,116 61,889
Gujarati 2,75,023 48,129 1,68,116 65,633
Marathi 85,454 17,741 ] 42,237 25476
English 24,495 8,516 12,927 3,052
Tulu 2,636 348 | 987 1,301
Others 1,00,935 28,216 41,688 31,031
TOTAL 7,21,47,030 | 5,17,30,760 |1,79,69,107 | 24,47,163
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= As per the T.N. Language Atlas,
96.2% of the total populationin
T.N. could speak Tamil, 8.05%,
Telugu; 2.59%, Kannada; and
1.40%, Malayalam - either as their
mother tongue or as their first or
second subsidiary language

The figures in the table do not include the number of people who have mentioned the above listed languages
either as their first or secondary subsidiary language.

(6,37,53,997), Telugu
(42,34,302), Kannada
(12,86,175), Urdu

(12,64,537), and Malayalam
(7,26,096). Besides, there
are 8,81,923 speakers of
other languages. Over 24
lakh persons in the State
could speak three languag-
es. Excluding the trilin-
guals, over 1.79 crore peo-

Source: The Hindu, 15 July 2024

ple in the State could speak
two languages.

The first version of the
country’s Language Atlas
was published in 2004, us-
ing the 1991 Census data.
Subsequently, the Lan-
guage Atlas of India, 2001,
and the Language Atlas of
India, 2011 (using the 2001
and the 2011 Census data)

were published. The first
State-wise Language Atlas
published was that of West
Bengal (using the 2011 Cen-
sus data) in October 2023.
The Language Atlas of Ta-
mil Nadu, 2011, is the se-
cond State-wise language
Atlas to have been re-
leased. It represents the ty-
pology of language, its geo-
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graphical distribution,
bilingualism, and trilin-
gualism, among others.

The Tamil Nadu Lan-
guage Atlas has language
family-wise maps - Dravi-
dian, Indo-European, Aus-
tro-Asiatic and Tibeto-Bur-
man - and the distribution
of Scheduled and Non-
Scheduled Languages. Of
the 17 Dravidian languages,
speakers of 14 languages
were found in Tamil Nadu,
while those of Jatapu, Kola-
mi and Koya were not pre-
sent in the State. There
were 10 major Indo-Aryan
languages spoken in the
State - Bengali, Gujarati,
Hindi, Konkani, Marathi,
Nepali, Odia, Punjabi,
Sindhi and Urdu. English is
categorised under the Ger-
manic branch of the Indo-
European family.

The RG&CCI had earlier
published a report of the
Linguistic Survey of India-
Tamil Nadu (LSI-TN), con-
ducted on the basis of the
field data of 2021-22.

According to the report,
there are 60 million Tamil
speakers, mainly in south
India, and 68 million Tamil
speakers worldwide.



TN forms ‘One Health’
panel to protect people,
animals & environment

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYR @ nennat

WITH the iIncreasing extreme cli-
mate events and zoonotic spillo-
ver, the state has decided to take
‘Ome Health' approach and con-
stituted a 23-member committee
that will help manage the health
crisis.

A G.0. constituting the *One
Health and Climate Chanoe Sira-
tegic Committee” was issued by
environment secrotary P i
kumar, who will also act as the
convenor for the committee. The
group will be headed by chief
secTetary ucTats) offi-
cials from health, apriculture,
animal husbandry, wildlife,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Zoological Survey of In-
dia, Wildlife Institute of India,
meteorological department will
be members along with experts.

The “One Health® concept is
aimed at creating an integrated
approach o health that recognis-
es the interconnection between
human, animal and environmen-
tal health.

Senthilkumar zaid the com-
mittee will look to promote a
comprehensive and integrated
response to the public health
challenges posed by climate
change, leveraging the ‘One
Health® approach to foster col-
laboration acToss various sectors
and disciplines and advocating
fior policies that protect the health
of people, animals and the
eqvinmment.

The committee’s mandate in-
cluded mapping of existing sur-
veillance programmes, including
all ongoing dizease surveillanoe
Programmes across the sectors
and having acoess to infrmation
onclimate mediated diseases and
dizeasze tripger mechanisms to
de\-‘elu? reventive actions and
control. It also aims to develop
complete surveillance systems
for early detection of disease out-
breaks arross species, as per the
GO

The efforts are aimed at mak-
ing the state more climate-resil-
ient and reducing its vulnerahil-

Staff at a hospital in Perambra in
Kozhikoda, Kerala, during the Nipzh
vinus outhreak in 2008 | FLepsoTo

What's zoonotic

Zoonatic, or Z0onosls, IS an
Infectious diseasa that
spreads between aninials
and humans. The diseases
can be cavsed by viruses,
Dbacteria, parasitas, or fungl,
and can range from milld to
severa and |Ife threatening.
Some @amples of Z0onotic
diseases Include rables,
canicola fever, and Well's
diseass.

ity to the adverse effects of
climate change. During the first
meeting of TN Governing Coun-
cil on Climate Change, Chief
Minister MK Stalin directed the
ministers to examine and imple-
ment projects through the cli-
mate change kens, and also point-
ed out the need fior ‘One Health’®
approach.

Supriva Sahu, additional chief
secTetary tothe government said
this is a very futuristic move.
“Currently, the surveillance data
sonerated from difforent depart-
ments like animal husbandry,
epidemiological data from
health, forest etc are not looked
at holistically For instance, eve
ryone assumes the rise indengue
cases is because of unseasonal
rains, but there is more toit. Lots
of interactions happen between
human, animals within an eco-
system. This must be understood
t0 intervene appropriately The
Nipah virus isanotherexample,”
she said.

(Above) Source: The New Indian
Express, 28 July 2024, p. 6

(Right) Source:

The Hindu, 12 July
2024

Health

T.N. Health Minister discusses
with World Bank officials plan
to boost health infrastructure

The government has implemented Tamil Nadu Health System Reform Project at $287 million to

improve healthcare with the support of the World Bank, says Health Minister Ma. Subramanian

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ealth Minister Ma.
l-l Subramanian on
Wednesday met with

a team of World Bank officials
in the U.S. to discuss funding
sources and action plan for
improving health infrastruc-
ture in the State.

The Minister, while speak-
ing at the meeting, said the
World Bank has supported
the Tamil Nadu Health Sys-
tem Reform Project of $287
million.

“We have implemented
this five-year project to im-
prove healthcare with the
support of the World Bank.
We have also got a good rat-

Health Minister Ma. Subramanian with a team of World Bank officials
in the U.S. on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ing from the World Bank for
effective implementation of
the project,” he said.

He noted that Tamil Nadu
is known for its remarkable
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track record of excelling in
healthcare delivery through
its impressive achievements
in the health sector.

“The State has a rich histo-

ry of pioneering public
health initiatives through its
dynamic public health sys-
tem started way back in
1923,” he said.

The team of World Bank
officials included Martin Rais-
er, Regional Vice President,
South Asia; Mamta Murthi,
Vice President, Human Deve-
lopment; Ilango Patcha-
muthu, Director, Strategy
and Operations, South Asia;
Nicole Klingen, South Asia
Regional Director for Human
Development and Juan Pablo
Uribe, Global Director for
Health, Nutrition, and Popu-
lation.

Gagandeep Singh Bedi,
former Health Secretary, was
also present.



Minister highlights various
health schemes of State
govt. at Harvard University

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian on Monday made a
presentation on the Tamil
Nadu government’s health
schemes and achieve-
ments at Harvard Universi-
ty in the U.S.

He elaborated on the
reach of the Chief Minis-
ter’s Comprehensive
Health Insurance Scheme
(CMCHIS); the ‘Kalaignarin
Varumun Kappom Thit-
tam’; the ‘Innuyir Kappom
Nammai Kakkum-48’; the
‘Idhayam Kappom’; the
‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthu-
vam’ (MTM); workplace-
based Non Communicable
Diseases (NCD) interven-
tion programme; and 108
emergency care services,
among others.

The CMCHIS reached 14
million beneficiaries bet-
ween July 2009 and June
2024, with claims ap-
proved for ¥136.25 billion.
Out of the total beneficiar-
ies, 4.32 million received
care at government hospi-
tals, with claims amount-
ing to ¥49.45 billion, he
said.

MaSu highlights TN’s success
story in healthcare at Harvard

Ihstitan,

e LT ——

Listing initiatives: Minister Ma. Subramanian making a
presentation on Tamil Nadu’s health schemes at Harvard University.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The 108 emergency care
services, with a fleet of
1,353 ambulances, signifi-
cantly reduced the res-
ponse time in rural and ur-
ban areas. The average
response time for road traf-
fic emergencies across the
State was 11 minutes and 23
seconds, he added. He
further said that under the
‘Innuyir Kappom Nammai
Kakkum-48’ scheme,
2,52,981 patients availed of
cashless treatment from
December 18, 2023 to May
31, 2024, for an amount
worth 2.21 billion. Of the
total beneficiaries,
2,33,039 patients were
treated in government hos-
pitals. He listed the servic-

es extended to beneficiar-
ies under the MTM -
home-based drug delivery
by Women Health Volun-
teers for hypertension and
diabetes; screening of per-
sons using handy electron-
ic blood pressure appara-
tus and  glucometer;
home-based physiothera-
py and palliative care by a
team of physiotherapist
and palliative care nurse
and provision of Continu-
ous Ambulatory Peritoneal
Dialysis bags.

Former Health Secre-
tary Gagandeep Singh Bedi
and Vice-Chancellor of Ta-
mil Nadu Dr. MGR Medical
University K. Narayanasa-
my were present.

(Left) Source: The Hindu, 10 July 2024

(Below) Source: The New Indian
Express, 10 July 2024, p. 4

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu's focus on prima-
ry health care and promotive
health, its medical services re-
cruitment system, drug pro-
curement and distribution sys-
tem, secondary and tertiary
care and the state’s flagship
schemes have contributed to its
success in the sector, said
Health Minister Ma Subrama-
nian in his presentation on the
efficient health systems and

achievements of the Tamil
Nadu government, at the Har-
vard University.

The Chief Minister’s Com-
prehensive Health Insurance
Scheme has reached out to 14
million beneficiaries between
July 2009 and June 2024, with
claims approved for a total of
$136.25 billion. Out of the total
beneficiaries, 4.32 million re-
ceived care at government hos-
pitals with claims amounting
to $49.45 billion, the minister

Health Minister Ma Subramanian at the Harvard University | express

said in his presentation.
Under the Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam Scheme, home-
based screening services by
Woman Health Volunteers
(WHVs) from self-help groups
selected through the Tamil
Nadu Corporation for Develop-
ment of Women, were taken up.
One WHY is assigned for each
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health sub-centre area. “Im-
proved service coverage and
outcomes by making services
available, accessible and afford-
able, strengthens greater equi-
ty, social inclusion and commu-
nity participation and social
accountability of the Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare,” the minister said.



/ TNwi]lbeﬁrsttog

achieve population
stabilisation: Ma Su

————————————————————————————————————————
TFR IN STATE AMONG LOWEST

Tamil Nadu 14
West Bengal 14
~ | Delhi 14
fv Telangana 15
| Punjab 15
Maharashtra 15
Kerala 1D
Jammu & Kashmir | 1.5
Karnataka 16

Tives News Nﬂonx

Chennai: By 2035, Tamil Na-
du will become the first state
inIndiatoachieve population
stabilisation, a stage where
the size of the population re-
mains unchanged and birth
rate equals death rate, health
minister Ma Subramanian
said hereon Saturday.

The total fertility rate —
number of children born to
women between 15 and 49 ye-
ars of age — in Tamil Nadu is
among the lowest in the co-

The population of TN,
which was 7.33 crore

in 2013, is projected to
be 7.71 crore in 2024,
according to population
projections by the
Census of India. Itis
expected to peakin 2031
at 7.80 crore and begin
to decline in 2032

untry, he said after flagging

off World Population Day ral-

lyinthecity.

According to the 2024 poli-
cy note of the health depart-
ment, TFRrate in Tamil Nadu
is1.4, thesameas in Delhiand
West Bengal. ;

From around 3.9 in 1971,
the fertility rate in the state
dropped t02.7 in 1986 and tou-
ched 2 in 2000. It fell to 1.7 six

T

inTNwasbe

 information system data.

announced that by 2021, Indi-
a’s TFRrate will fall to1.91, be-
low the replacement level ne-
eded to maintain a stable po-
pulation size. :

The number of children
born in Tamil Nadu every ye-
ar has dropped to around 9
lakh in 2013 from 11 lakh in
2013. “The base of the popula-
tion pyramid is now getting
thinner,” said director of pub-
lic health Dr T S Selvavinaya-
gam, also the registrar for
births and deaths in Tamil
Nadu.

“Therearearound6.9lakh

Source: Health and family welfare department policy note, 2 5
R e

deaths. The overall life expec- : !

tancy has increased in Tamil -
Nadu, and more and more el- :
derly continue to live longer. :

There has also been a lot of |

migrationwithinandintothe
state, contributing to the in- :
~ crease in population,” Dr Sel-

vavinayagamsaid.

The population of Tamil

Nadu, which was7.83crorein

2013,isprojectedtobe7.7lcro- i
re in 2024, according to popu-
lation projections by the Cen- :
sus of India. It is expected to
peak in 2031 at 7.80 crore and :

begin to decline in 2032.

. Tamil Nadu has an infant :

mortality rate (IMR) of 13 per
1,000 live births compared to

28 in India, and an maternal :
mortality rate (MMR) of 45.6 :
per1,00,000 live births compa- :
redto97inIndia,accordingto :
Sample Registration System :

(SRS) 2020.
Last week, former health
secretary Gagandeep Singh

gy

(Left) Source: The Times of India, 14 July
2024, p. 4

(Below) Source: The New Indian Express,
30 July 2024, p. |

In a first, TN health

district records zero
maternal mortality

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

FOR the first time in Tamil Nadu, zero maternal death
has been recorded in a Health Unit District (HUD) in one
year. From April 2023 to March 2024, of the 7,991 deliveries
recorded in the Virudhunagar HUD, no maternal death
was recorded, officials said. About 30 to 40 primary health
centres (PHCs) are clubbed together to form HUDS across
the state. The HUDs are different from revenue districts.
Virudhunagar, which is one of the 45 HUDs of Tamil
Nadu, had recorded 8,483 live births and six maternal
deaths in 2022-23, sources said.

As per the Health Management Information System
(HMIS) data, the overall maternal mortality ratio (MMR)
in TN has also fallen to 45.5 from 52.3 per one lakh live

births in 2023-24 compared to 2022-2023. Bet-
g ter coordination between PHCs and sec-
& ) : ondary and tertiary care hospitals is one
e of the key reasons for achieving this feat,
b sources said. Virudhunagar HUD com-
R prises 22 primary health centres. In
- Virudhunagar revenue district there are
two HUDs — Virudhunagar and Sivakasi.
Sivakasi HUD recorded two maternal deaths un-

til February 2024.

Dr Pitchaikali, district mentor of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, credited the success to the joint efforts of
health department officials and collector. There was a
good referral system between PHCs and hospitals, she
said. Virudhunagar Collector in 2022 started a WhatsApp
group where all private and government doctors would
share updates on deliveries. If any complications were
reported, the patient concerned will immediately be shift-
ed to the tertiary care hospital, she said.

First step was identification of all low-risk and high-
risk pregnant women. High-risk women will then be re-
ferred to the nearest Comprehensive Emergency Obstet-
ric and Newborn Care (CEmONC) centres for delivery.
Better infrastructure in CEmONC centres also helped,
Dr Pitchaikali said. P7
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T.N's MMR drops to 45.5 in 2023-24
.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Going by the Health Man-
agement Information Sys-
tem (HMIS) data, Tamil Na-
du’s Maternal Mortality
Ratio (MMR) recorded a
significant drop during
2023-24, declining by over
six points to reach 45.5 per
one lakh live births. In fact,
during the same period,
Virudhunagar Health Unit
District (HUD) recorded nil
maternal deaths, accord-
ing to health officials.

As per HMIS data, MMR
has dropped from 52.2 per
one lakh live births during
202223 to 45.5 during
2023-24. The State’s MMR
rose during the COVID-19
pandemic years.

Shilpa Prabhakar Satish,
Mission Director, National
Health Mission (NHM), Ta-
mil Nadu, while speaking
at a workshop on ‘Con-
necting the missing dots’,
said the State had achieved
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDG) for ma-
ternal mortality (to reduce
global MMR to less than 70
per one lakh live births)
way back and well ahead of
the target due to the efforts
of various persons includ-
ing village health nurses at
the field level, maternal
child health officers at the
district level, deputy and
joint directors and obste-

Improving outcome

According to health
officials, some of the
causes of maternal deaths
are pregnancy-induced
hypertension, postpartum
haemorrhage, sepsis,

and conditions such

as heart diseases,
diabetes, and abortion-
related issues

T.N.s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) from 2019-2020 to 2023-
2024 (sourced from Health Management Information System)

B MMR (PER ONE LAKH LIVE BIRTHS)
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tricians and gynaecolo-
gists. “Earlier, MMR
dropped each year by two
to three points. However,
during 2023-24, the MMR
dropped by 6.7 points.
This reduction in maternal
deaths tells us that closely
monitoring each pregnant
woman can help achieve
our target of nil preventa-
ble deaths. If Kerala has
brought down their MMR
to below 18, we also can do
it,” she said.

The official said Virud-

hunagar HUD recorded nil
maternal deaths from April
2023 to March 2024. She
raised the need for close
coordination not only with
secondary and tertiary
care institutions but also
private hospitals.

Director of Public
Health and Preventive
Medicine T.S. Selvavinaya-
gam said that the State had
already achieved the SDG
but this was not enough as
many western countries
have single-digit MMR.

Nearly 60% to 75% of caus-
es for maternal deaths are
connected to four risk fac-
tors — pregnancy-induced
hypertension, postpartum
haemorrhage, sepsis, and
unmet need for family
planning services, he said.

“We need to arrive at
certain basic risk factors
such as elderly pregnant
women, those with cardiac
issues, already known hy-
pertension, and teens,” he
said. He laid emphasis on
picking up already known
risk factors early and ex-
tending appropriate care
at all levels. “From a public
health and primary care
approach, we need to pre-
vent the emergence of risk
factors well before concep-
tion,” he said.

Ms. Shilpa, while talking
about the revamped Preg-
nancy and Infant Cohort
Monitoring and Evaluation
portal, said the health sta-
tus of every pregnant wo-
man could be viewed on
the dashboard. “Through
104 health helpline, calls
will be made to high-risk
pregnant women three
times during the antenatal
period to inquire about
their health. This is over
and above what is done at
the field level,” she said.
She also raised the need to
ensure that there are no
teenage pregnancies in the
State.

(Above) Source: The Hindu, 30 July 2024; (Below) Source: The New Indian Express, 30 July 2024, p. 7

‘Other districts should follow Virudhunagar HUD model’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPEAKING toreporters, Health
Minister Ma Subramanian said
other districts should follow
the Virudhunagar HUD model.
He further pointed out that
99.9% of deliveries in TN hap-
pen in hospitals, and 59% of
them happen in government fa-

cilities. Audit will be conducted
on caesarean section deliveries
done in private hospitals, the
minister said.

The health department on
Monday conducted a workshop
on “Bringing Down the Mater-
nal Mortality, Rate Connecting
Missing Dots” for health offi-
cials and workers. According to

health secretary Supriya Sahu,
analysis of maternal deaths in
the 10-year period between
April 2014 and March 2024
showed that 75% of deaths oc-
curred during the postnatal pe-
riod and 25% during prenatal
period. Shilpa Prabhakar, mis-
sion director, National Health
Mission-Tamil Nadu, said the
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aim of health officials should
be to stop preventable deaths.
Pregnant women should be fol-
lowed up regularly.

Dr T S Selvavinayagam, Di-
rector of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine, said ma-
ternal deaths are mainly due to
haemorrhage, hypertension,
sepsis, and others.



Health Department objects
to State’s Immunisation
data in NITI Aayog report

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu's Health De-
partment has objected to
an immunisation data pu-
blished in the NITT Aayog’s
SDG (Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals) India Index
2023-2024.

Raising the contentious
issue with the Union Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare, the Department
has pointed to discrepan-
cies in the data as a result
of using a “wrong denomi-
nator” to evaluate the key
health indicator, officials
said.

The NITI Aayog’s SDG
India Index, which was pu-
blished last week, had put
the State’s performance in
one of the key indicators of
SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-Being) - percentage of
children aged nine to 11
months who were fully im-
munised - at 85.13.

At the national level,
93.23% of children aged
nine to 11 months were ful-
ly immunised. However,
with a coverage of 85.13%
(as per the report), Tamil
Nadu was behind at least
15 States.

Target for indicator

The target for this indica-
tor was 100%. It aims at
ending the preventable
deaths of newborns and
children aged under five
years. The 100% immuni-

The State’s Health
Department

has pointed to
discrepancies in the
data as a result of
using a “wrong
denominator” to
evaluate the key
health indicator

sation coverage (BCG,
measles and three doses
each of polio and DPT) is a
prerequisite to achieve the
global target, the report
said.

“Our performance in
‘fully immunised’ [indica-
tor] is over 95% in all the
health unit districts. This
has always been the State’s
target. However, the Go-
vernment of India (Gol) ar-
rived at the denominator
based on birth rate that
was 13.8% at the time of
the Sample Registration
System (SRS) (2018-2020).
However, the number of
births registered in Tamil
Nadu’s Civil Registration
System (CRS) were fewer,
having a difference of
about 1.70 lakh. As a result,
while the actual immuni-
sation coverage is over
95%, it is 85% [in the re-
port] as per the GoI’s cal-
culation,” T.S. Selvavinaya-
gam, Director of Public
Health and Preventive
Medicine, has said.

Elaborating on the dis-
crepancies in the data, offi-

Source: The Hindu, 17 July 2024

cials said that the Gol’s re-
views were based on an
estimated target of births,
while the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment’s reviews were
based on live births and
targets arrived at on the
basis of actual births as per
the CRS. Going by the
Gol's methodology, the es-
timated population of in-
fants for 2023-2024 was
10,48,690, whereas the ac-
tual live births in the State
during the period was
8,78,055 - a difference of
1,70,635 births

They further said that
according to the Health
Management Information
System, Tamil Nadu’s birth
rate was 11.4%.

Similar issue
This is not the first time
that the State has had to
flag discrepancies in data
with the Union Health Mi-
nistry. A similar issue
cropped up after the NITI
Aayog  published the
“Healthy States Progres-
sive India” report in 2019.
“We have been unable
to crack this for nearly five
to six years despite taking
the issues up with the Un-
ion Ministry. While they
say that they will examine
them, the issues remain
unaddressed. This diffe-
rence in immunisation
coverage is because of the
way in which it is calculat-
ed,” Dr. Selvavinayagam
said.
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" TN set to get three more
private medical colleges

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: At least three pri-
vate medical colleges — a
deemed university, a state
private university and a
self-financing medical col-
lege — are likely to start
MBBS courses in Tamil Na-
du with 150 seats each this
year.
The National Medical
Commission (NMC), which
is the apex body responsible
formedical education in the
country, has not published
the total number of medical
colleges approved for the ye-
ar so far. However, three of
the five institutions in Ta-
mil Nadu said they would
start undergraduate cour-
ses this year. If this hap-
pens, the number of medi-
cal colleges, both private
andgovt, in Tamil Nadu will
increase to 77 from 74.
“This year cutoffs are
high. There is no increase
of seats in govt colleges.
With 450 additional seats
more students will get to jo-
\in these colleges,” said stu-

dent counsellor Manickavel
Arumugam.

On Tuesday, J R Medical
College and Research in Vil-
lupuram, which comes un-
derthe ambitof Bharath In-
stitute of Higher Education
and Research, announced
that it would start admis-
sions for 150 seats and char-
ge 18 lakh a year as tuition
fee.

“The NMC has approved
ourapplication and has per-
mitted us to start the first
batch of MBBS this year,”
said a university official.
This will bethe fourth medi-

.m,l“cglel:geunder theuniver-

sity besides Sree Balaji Me-
dical College and Hospital,
Sri Lakshmi Narayana In-
stitute of Medical Science
Medical College and Hospi-
tal and Bhaarath Medical
Collegeand Hospital.

Admission to this colle-
ge will be done through
centralised counselling by
the medical counselling
committee under the Direc-
torate-General of Health
Services.

Officials at the Kanya-

kumari Medical Mission in
Kanyakumari said they ha-
ve received approval from
the NMC for 150 MBBS se-
ats. “Since we come under
the state private university,
admission will be done by
the state directorate of me-
dical education. Seats will
be spilt as govt and manage-
ment quota. Some seats will
be reserved under NRI quo-
ta,” he said. The fee will be
fixed by the fee fixation
committee, he said. Minori-
ty seats will be available
from 2025.

Annaii Medical College,
Kanchipuram, a self-finan-
cing college affiliated to Ta-
mil Nadu Dr MGR Medical
University, said the final in-
spection has been comple-
ted but NMC decision is pen-
ding.

“We made all the neces-
sary changes based on the
input given by inspection
committee. We are confi-
dent of getting permission
for 150 seats,” said a college
official.

Two other institutions
are expected tostartin2025. ,

(Left) Source: The Times of India,

31 July 2024, p. 4

(Below) Source: The Times of
India, 30 July 2024, p. 5

“Maternal mortality down, C-section remains high
VIRUDHUNAGAR RECORDS ZERO DEATHS

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Virudhunagar he-
alth unit district, which exclu-
des Sivakasi, registered no ma-
ternal deaths in 2023-24 - a drop
from15deaths in 2021-22 and 6 in
2022-23, the state health depart-
ment announced on Monday.
The maternal mortality ratio
(MMR) for Virudhunagar dis-
trict, which includes deaths in
Sivakasi, was 27 in 2023-24.
Between April 2023 and
March 2024, the MMR for the
state was 45.5 per one lakh live
births, a decline of seven points
from 52.3 in 2022-2023. When the
Covid-19 pandemic hit Tamil
Nadu in 2020, MMR increased
for the first time in a decade. In
202021, maternal mortality
went by 38% from 53.4 to 73 per
lakh live births. The next year, it
rose by another 24% to 90.6. In
the post covid period in 2022-23,
the MMR returned to 52.3. “We
have seen the biggest decline af-
ter that in 2023-24 when MMR
dropped to 45.5. It is the results
of efforts taken by the govern-
ment,” health minister Ma Sub-
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ramanian said ata workshopon
bringing down maternal morta-
lity rate — connecting the mis-
sing dots. While districts such
as Kanyakumari (14.5), Vellore
(20.5) and Coimbatore (23.3) we-
re among the lowest, Tirunelve-
1i (77), Tirupattur (72.1) and Ti-
rupur (69.9)wereamong the hig-
hest. “Wemust ensure there are
no maternal deaths,” the mini-
ster told senior health officials
and doctors at the conference.
“When Kerala can have an
MMR below 18 why can’t we en-

sure it for our women,” he as-
ked.
However, C-sections in the

state continue to remain high.-

Although life-saving when done
at the time of need, needless C-

sections can increaserisk of de-

aths in mothers, they said. Ex-
perts said increasing C-section
rates were worryingand needed
policy revision. “We must ensu-
reblood sugar and blood pressu-
re are under control, monitor
high-risk women and ensure ti-
mely referrals to appropriate le-

velsof care,” said a senior gyna-
ecologist. One out of every two
women underwent a C-section
in the state. Of the 8.7 lakh wo-
men, 4.3 lakh, 50% delivered
through C-section. In 2016, C-
sections were below 40% in TN.
On Monday, data released by
health department showed the
private sector recorded 58%
compared to 43% in govern-
ment hospitals. In Virudhuna-
gar, 57% of overall deliveries
were C-Section-52% in govern-
ment and 71% in private. In Ka-
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nyakumari, which had the lo-
west MMR C-sections were re-
corded at 62%. “We may not be
able to keep MMR at zero, but
bringing down C-sections will
be difficult. Perambalur, which
reported one death, brought
MMR to10 in 2015. C-sections ro-
se t050%. Now, MMR in the dis-
trict is more than 24 and doctors
have not been able to bring
down C-sections,” she added.
Data showed that C-section deli-
veries were higher in GHs at Vil-
lupuram and Nilgiris. For in-
stance, 52% of deliveries in GHs
were C-sections compared to
37% in private. Nearly 52% of
deliveriesinthisdistrict werein
GHs. In Nilgiris, 48% of delive-
ries in GH were C-sections com-
pared to 42% in private hospi-
tals.

Health secretary advocated
for documenting outcomes of
maternal audits in all districts,
reducing preventable death in
private hospitals, learning from
other states and coordinating
with other department to help
women improve nutrition and
follow health protocols.



Small, medium private hospitals in State feel
the pinch of ‘unviable’ CMCHIS package rates

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

‘Unreasonable”  package
rates have put many small
and medium private hospi-
tals empanelled under the
Chief Minister’s Compre-
hensive Health Insurance
Scheme (CMCHIS) in a
tight spot. The treatment
package rates, according to
a cross-section of doctors,
was revised only once in
the last 15 years since the
scheme came into force.
Consequently, hospitals do
not find it viable to treat
patients under the scheme
for certain ailments, as the
cost covered by the insu-
rance is way too less com-
pared with the actual treat-
ment cost.

Revamp sought

About 800 to 850 small
and medium private hospi-
tals across the State are
empanelled under the
CMCHIS. A number of doc-
tors who run hospitals said
that the present package
rates were unviable, and
demanded that they be re-
vised. They sought a com-
plete revamp of the
scheme.

On its part, the Indian
Medical Association, Tamil
Nadu State Branch (IMA-
TNSB) had submitted its
views to a committee,
formed to streamline the

In need of revision

A comparison of costing offered under the Chief
Minister's Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme
(CMCHIS) for some of the procedures with the rates
that were worked out by the Indian Medical Association

for an analysis

Procedure

Speciality

IMA-approved

CMCHIS

Private insurance

package (in ¥) | package (in %) package (in )

Appendicectomy General Surgery 63,300 8,850 46,100
Hernioplasty General Surgery | 70,480 10,350 59,400
TURP* Urology 66,235 15,943 56,900
Mastoidectomy ENT | 56,319 9,150 38,000
Fracture - TIBIA Internal | Orthopaedics
Fixation plating 83,704 12,400 70,000
Open hysterectomy Obstetrics and

Gynaecology 82,867 13,450 54,300

Some of the demands of the IMA and its member hospitals

= Revision of package

= Ending delays

= No reduction in

“Transurethral resection of the prostate

= Asingle package

rates, in accordance in processing fixed package rates system for
with the IMA’s of approved during settlement of government and
scientific costing payments claims private hospitals

implementation of the
CMCHIS, raising the long-
pending need to revise the
charges and address glitch-
es, including those in pre-
approvals and settling of
claims.

“..While the package
rates are highly unviable,
we face issues due to de-
lays in obtaining pre-auth-
orisation, and payments.
The process is slow, and
the scheme’s implementa-
tion is highly flawed unlike
the hassle-free process that
was in place when it was

Source: The Hindu, 8 July 2024

Source: Indian Medical Association, Tamil Nadu State Branch

launched in 2009,” a doc-
tor said.

“Take cholecystectomy
(removal of the gallblad-
der) for instance. In a cor-
porate hospital, the cost of
treatment may be around
33 lakh to ¥4 lakh. In small
and medium hospitals, the
rate is around %40,000 to
%50,000. But the CMCHIS
has fixed the rate at
{16,000. How can we man-
age with this cost?,” he
asked.

“A lot of costs are in-
volved in running a hospi-

tal. The package rates are
so low. It is difficult to oper-
ate with the current
CMCHIS rates. None of the
members who decide
these package rates run a
hospital. How is this fair?,”
a private hospital doctor
asked.

He further said, “More-
over, If we submit a claim
for 50,000, they agree in-
itially, but reduce the
amount later. In the end,
we receive only about half
of the amount claimed...”

The IMA had listed a
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comparison of the costing
for various procedures. It
pointed to the rise in nurs-
ing charges, doctor fee, op-
eration theatre charges,
and cost of drugs, disposa-
bles and implants over the
last few years. Based on
hospital costs and invest-
ments, it came up with a
scientific workup of treat-
ment costs, and submitted
it to the State government.
But there is no end in sight
to the issues.

An official source said,
“As a policy, 1 agree that
the package cost should be
viable so that it is translat-
ed as benefit to the pa-
tients who need it. At the
same time, we need to un-
derstand that in a govern-
ment-funded mass health
insurance scheme, it is the
incremental cost that is
factored in, where the sur-
plus capacity available
with the private sector is
being utilised.”

“The rate depends on
many factors. To arrive at a
viable cost, the insurer,
provider and administra-
tor should understand
each other’s views along
with those of the user,” he
added.

A Health Department of-
ficial said the present pack-
age rates were valid up to
the end of 2026. A revision
would be undertaken only
after that.



‘Re-employment of retired
government doctors sets bad
precedent for health sector’

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

Government doctors’ asso-
ciations have criticised the
recent decisions of the
Health Department to re-
employ, or extend the ser-
vices of, government doc-
tors who have retired from
service.

Members of the associa-
tions said such a move
would take away the pro-
motion opportunities of
eligible doctors in service
and set a bad precedent for
the State’s health sector. P.
Saminathan of Service
Doctors and Post Grad-
uates Association said,
“Tamil Nadu boasts of
qualified expert medical
manpower. But when an
extension is provided to re-
tired doctors, it looks as
though there is no one to
replace them. When the re-
tirement age was raised
from 58 to 60, it was consi-
dered a labour-regressive
step. Now, by re-employing
doctors, the government is
indirectly increasing the
retirement age for select
individuals.”

If this practice of grant-

ing extension continued,
the lowest cadre of the ac-
tual working manpower —
assistant professors or as-
sistant surgeons — would
never get to be administra-
tors in the future, he furth-
er said.

‘No extension’

K. Senthil, president of the
Tamil Nadu Government
Doctors Association, said:
“Sometimes, retired doc-
tors are appointed to exp-
ert panels of the National
Health Mission as there are
no takers, or because those
are part-time jobs. Howev-
er, there should never be
re-employment or exten-
sion of service for adminis-
trative posts...”

Doctors cited the earlier
case of how a number of
doctors, who superannuat-
ed from service, were ap-
pointed on a contractual
basis to the Tamil Nadu Go-
vernment Multi Super Spe-
ciality Hospital, Omandu-
rar Estate. P. Balakrishnan,
president of Democratic
Tamil Nadu Government
Doctors Association, said a
number of these doctors
continued to work even af-

ter turning 68.

“In the Tamil Nadu
medical services, doctors
are appointed to adminis-
trative posts based on se-
niority. This is the routine
process. Adopting re-em-
ployment or extension of
service will affect the cycle
of promotions and employ-
ment of other doctors.
Posts such as Institute Di-
rector should be filled
through regular appoint-
ments. We are opposing
this move on principle,
and are not against the in-
dividuals,” he added.

‘Financial burden’

M. Akilan, secretary, Tamil
Nadu Medical Officers As-
sociation, said this was an
additional financial burden
on the State government as
such doctors received pay
as well as pension.

“This is happening des-
pite there being adequate
number of qualified doc-
tors in regular service. Al-
s0, doctors who are given
extension or re-employ-
ment will not come under
the ambit of Tamil Nadu
government service rules,”
a doctor said.

(Left) Source: The Hindu, 7 July 2024
(Below) Source: The Hindu, 3 July 2024

Stop collecting fee from
patients belonging to other
States, doctors urge govt.

TN. Health Development Association says the practice goes against the principle of universal free

healthcare. Doctors add that such patients, mainly migrant labourers, are unable to pay the amount

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil
T Health  Develop-
ment Association

(TNHDA) has demanded
that the State government
stop collecting a payment
of T,000 from persons be-
longing to other States and
seeking healthcare at go-
vernment hospitals in Ta-
mil Nadu.

C.S. Rex Sargunam, pre-
sident, and N. Gnanaguru,
secretary, of the associa-
tion, in a statement, said
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment should stop the prac-
tice immediately, as this
goes against the principle
of universal free health-
care.

Dr. Sargunam said this
practice of collecting
%1,000 existed for a long
time, and whether such a

Top choice: Government hospitals in the city such as the Rajiv
Gandhi Government General Hospital get patients from places
including Bihar and some northeastern States. FILE PHOTO

practice was based on a
Government Order (G.0.)
was unclear.

A number of govern-
ment hospitals, including
the Institute of Child
Health and Hospital for
Children, the Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hos-
pital, and the Government
Stanley Medical College
Hospital, receive several
patients from other States.
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Many migrant labourers al-
so seek medical care at go-
vernment hospitals in the
city.

A number of govern-
ment doctors pointed out
that 71,000 was charged
for admission and treat-
ment of patients from oth-
er States including migrant
labourers. “We have seen
many of them facing diffi-
culty in paying that

amount for hospital admis-
sion and treatment. There
are patients from Andhra
Pradesh, northeast States,
and migrant workers cur-
rently in Chennai. Some of
them have insurance cards
from their respective
States, and maybe the Ta-
mil Nadu government
could chalk out a way to
coordinate with the res-
pective  States/insurance
companies,” a doctor said.

Another  government
doctor said they had been
receiving patients from
States such as Telangana
and Bihar, in addition to
migrant labourers. “They
are unable to pay the
amount. There are nomi-
nal charges for tests as
well. The State govern-
ment should waive the
charges or at least bring in
an annual income ceiling,”
he said.



59% of deliveries in the State happened at
government health facilities, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In Tamil Nadu, 99.9% of
deliveries take place in a
health facility, of which
59% happen in govern-
ment institutions, accord-
ing to Health Minister Ma.
Subramanian.

After inaugurating a
workshop in Chennai on
‘Connecting the Missing
Dots’ to discuss measures
needed to reduce maternal
deaths in the State on Mon-
day, he said the State’s in-
stitutional deliveries stood
at 99.9% (8.70 lakh deliver-
ies). A reason to cheer is

that 59% deliveries have ta-
ken place at government
health facilities, he said,
adding that, “Out of this,
80% of deliveries have ta-
ken place in the Compre-
hensive Emergency Obste-
tric and Newborn Care
centres.”

Mr. Subramanian said
the State’s Maternal Mor-
tality Ratio (MMR) was cur-
rently 45.5 per one lakh
live births. This was due to
various measures taken,
including improvements in
infrastructure and quality
of healthcare and doctors’
contributions.

Health Secretary Supri-

Source: The Hindu, 30 July 2024

ya Sahu said Norway had
the lowest MMR at 1.8 per
one lakh live births, while
other European countries,
such as Sweden and Fin-
land, also having achieved
the gold standard of having
a single-digit MMR. “Tamil
Nadu is also looking to
bring down the MMR to a
single-digit”, she said.
Analysing decadal data
(2014 to 2024), she said
that of the total 6,008 ma-
ternal deaths, 4,464 (74%)
deaths occurred during
the postnatal period.
About 25% of mothers
(1,469) died during the pre-
natal period. Taking a look

at the causes of the mater-
nal deaths, Ms. Sahu said
that 20% of the deaths
were due to haemorrhage,
20% due to hypertension,
9% due to heart diseases,
8% due to sepsis, 1% due to
diabetes, and 4% due to
abortion-related issues.

Sepsis, she said, was in-
stitution-based and can be
avoided, while haemor-
rhage and hypertension to-
gether contributed to 40%
of the deaths.

Maternal mortality is
not a statistic. It is a socio-
economic health issue that
needs to be looked at in its
entirety, Ms. Sahu said.

Amid disruption in Central supply, T.N. Medical Services
Corpn. pitches in to procure anti-TB drugs for first time

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

After managing the short
supply in anti-tuberculosis
(TB) drugs by way of local
purchases, Tamil Nadu is
all set to meet its imme-
diate drug requirements
through the Tamil Nadu
Medical Services Corpora-
tion (TNMSC).

This is the first time that
the TNMSC has stepped in
to procure and supply anti-
TB drugs - both three and
four fixed-dose combina-
tion (3FDC and 4FDC)
drugs for drug-sensitive
TB. The State’'s move
comes in the wake of conti-
nuing disruptions in drug

supply from the Central TB
Division. Official sources
confirmed that the State
was receiving less than 5%
of its monthly drug re-
quirements from the
Centre. “There is still an in-
terruption in supply of an-
ti-TB drugs, including for
Multi Drug Resistant (MDR)
TB. The Central TB Divi-
sion is sending ‘No Objec-
tion Certificate” asking the
States to make procure-
ments till September or
December. Tamil Nadu has
been tiding over the crisis
through local purchases by
the District TB Officers. We
decentralised local pur-
chases to ensure that per-
sons with TB do not suffer.

Source: The Hindu, 31 July 2024

The TNMSC has started the
process to procure and
supply the  required
drugs,” an official of the
National TB Elimination
Programme, Tamil Nadu,
said. The official further
said that the TNMSC was
procuring both 3FDC and
4FDC drugs for drug-sensi-
tive TB, which were sup-
plied by the Central TB Di-
vision, and would provide
MDR TB drugs based on re-
quests from the State TB
Office.

Orders placed

“The TNMSC has already
placed orders for 3FDC
drugs and is awaiting the
board’s approval for 4FDC

drugs. The first lot of 3FDC
drugs - 40% - is expected
to arrive in a day or two,
and the final lot in a week
to 10 days. This is the first
time that the TNMSC
would procure and supply
anti TB drugs,” said anoth-
er official.

Officials further said
that in the State, 95% of the
patients with TB needed
drug-sensitive TB drugs
(3FDC and 4FDC), and only
4% are those with drug-re-
sistant TB.

“Based on a forecast of
the annual consumption,
we made local procure-
ments for the MDR TB
drugs too,” the official ad-
ded. The last few months
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have been nothing short of
challenging for TB manag-
ers in the State.

Key challenges
The shorter duration for
which patients were given
drugs was one of the key
challenges. Another key is-
sue was new formulations
of commercially available
drugs. The NTEP staff had
to be trained to counsel pa-
tients, who turned appre-
hensive, on this aspect.
“Interruptions in supply
will continue till the end of
the year, but Tamil Nadu is
poised to manage through
local purchases and the
TNMSC supply,” the official
said.



T.N. to streamline rehabilitation of
homeless persons with mental illness

A policy is being formulated to put in place structured services for the wandering mentally-ill and define the roles

and responsibilities of the various stakeholders, including non-governmental organisations, involved in the process

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

amil Nadu is formu-
Tlating a policy to
streamline the pro-

cesses involved in the res-
cue and rehabilitation of
homeless persons with
mental illness, facilitating
their reunion with family
and reintegration into so-
ciety. The policy will not
only put in place struc-
tured services for the wan-
dering mentally-ill but also
define the roles and res-
ponsibilities of the various
stakeholders.

Following an announce-
ment in the Health Budget
that a State Policy for
Homeless Persons with
Mental Illness will be re-
leased, Tamil Nadu is pre-
paring a draft policy.

This is expected to stan-
dardise the process of res-
cue, recovery, and rehabil-
itation of  homeless
persons with mental ill-
ness and bring in uniformi-
ty across the State, officials

Giving succour

In the Health Budget for 2024-25, a State Policy for Homeless
Persons with Mental lllness, along with implementation
strategies and an action plan, was announced. This was to
improve the welfare of such individuals considering their
social environment and vulnerability to various risks

= Medical and psychiatric
rehabilitation,
vocational training,
and reintegration
services are
provided to
inmatesina

residential setting
Emergency

Care and Recovery
Centres (ECRC) in
Tamil Nadu at

a glance

® Since the centres’ inception,
3,760 homeless persons with
mental illness have benifited out
of whom 2,400 were reunited

O Tiere @il with their families

government ® The Health Department has

and eight non- announced that the ECRCs will be
governmental expanded at the rate of one
organisation-run per district

ECRCs for wandering SOURCE: HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
mentally ill persons DEPARTMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

in the State AND POLICY NOTE

said. The State has for long  dering mentally ill per-

been involved in the rescue
and rehabilitation, reunion
and reintegration of wan-

Source: The Hindu, 19 July 2024

sons. It was to strengthen
the existing efforts and en-
sure proper care for the

homeless mentally-ill per-
sons that the policy is be-
ing drafted.

“We are coming up with
a plan of action for the
wandering  mentally-ill,
from end-to-end. There are
challenges when various
departments work togeth-
er in the rescue and reha-
bilitation of homeless per-
sons with mental illness.
So, for every stage of the
process, we will be defin-
ing the roles of the various
departments,” an official
said, adding that stakehol-
ders from various depart-
ments and civil societies/
NGOs will be involved in
the entire process of res-
cue to rehabilitation.

As per standards and
protocols, rehabilitation of
persons with mental ill-
ness should not take place
in mental health institu-
tions but at the communi-
ty-level, aiming at social in-
clusion, the official said,
adding: “At present, the
Emergency Care and Re-
covery Centres (ECRC) that
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cater to the wandering
mentally-ill in the State fol-
low a method starting from
rescue to immediate care/
admission, recovery, reha-
bilitation, reuniting with
family, social inclusion and
continuum of care. The
aim of the policy is to
strengthen these processes
and bring in uniformity
across the State. Various
NGOs are also involved,
and we want to have com-
mon procedures in place.”

It is expected that the
policy will focus on moni-
toring of rescue operation/
reunion  with  family
through the District Mental
Health Committees, ena-
bling social reintegration
through supported accom-
modation, ensuring conti-
nuum of care by linking to
District Mental Health Pro-
gramme and providing a
rehabilitation package that
takes a bio-psychosocial
approach that includes
provision of social welfare
benefits to them, officials
said.
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TN saw 3,380 incidents of forest
firelast summer, highestin4yrs

Senior official of state forest dept attributes the spike to extremely dry weather conditions

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ chennai

THE state has withessed a
whopping 3,380 incidents of
forest fire this year, the highest
in the last four years. However,
there is no estimate available
on how much of the forest area
has been destroyed.

The number of incidents of
fire ravaging the state’s forests
has been on a constant rise. The
data tabled in the Lok Sabha by
junior environment minister
Kirti Vardhan Singh, in a reply
t0 a query, shows there has been
a sharp rise compared to previ-
ous years. The numbers were
calculated from November to
June year on year. In 2021-22,
the state recorded 1,035 inci-
dents of forest fire and the fol-
lowing year the number nearly

The forest fire on Kurangani hills near Bodi in Theni district in 2018 | FiLe poTO

doubled, clocking 1,998 fires.
This summer it went up to
3.380.

Among all the states, Uttara-
khand saw the highest number
of forest fires. The hilly state
recorded 21,033 forest fires fol-
lowed by Odisha - 20,973, Chhat-
tisgarh- 18,950, Andhra Prades