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Economy

TN cabinet okays Z44K cr projects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu cabinet on Tues-
day gave its approval for 15 invest-
ment proposals of a total value of
344,125 crore that are expected to
generate over 24,700 jobs in the
state. The cabinet also approved
new policies in the energy sector
for pumped storage projects,
small hydel projects, and re- _.a
powering of windmills.

According to Finance Min-
ister Thangam Thennarasu,
the new investments would
be made in vehicle manufac-
turing, food processing,
electronic goods manu-
facturing, renewable
energy, and battery

manufacturing sectors. The memo-
randa of understanding for a ma-
jority of these projects were signed
during the Global Investors Meet
held in January.

Some of the important projects
that were approved by the cabinet
are Sembcorp’s investment of
%21,340 crore in Thoothukudi dis-
trict, which will create 1,114
jobs, and Motherson Elec-

tronics’ investment of
%2,600 crore in Kancheep-

@

CM will soon inaugurate

an 18,720-bed hostel for

Foxconn workers built at
a cost of 2706.5 crore

Thangam Thennarasu

uram, which aims to generate 2,200
jobs. In Erode district, Milky Mist
will invest 31,777 crore in the food
processing sector, providing jobs
for 2,025 people. In Krishnagiri, LO-
HUM, a producer of sustainable
energy transition and battery raw
materials through recycling, will
invest ¥1,597 crore, employing 715
people. Besides, the cabinet also ap-
proved the expansion of the Global
Capability Centres of UPS and
AstraZeneca.

In a first-of-its-kind facility for
industrial workers in the country,
Chief Minister M K Stalin will
soon inaugurate an 18,720-bed hos-
tel for Foxconn workers construct-
ed near Sriperumbudur at a cost of
%706.5 crore, the minister said. P9

e

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 August 2024, p.1

T.N. govt. clears
44,125-crore
investment
proposals

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A meeting of the Tamil Na-
du Cabinet, chaired by
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
on Tuesday approved pro-
posals for investments to
the tune of 44,125 crore
into the State.

The investment propo-
sals, made by 15 compa-
nies, are expected to gen-
erate employment for over
24,000 people.

The proposed invest-
ments cleared by the Tamil
Nadu Cabinet are in auto-
mobiles, electronics, food
processing, renewable
energy, and battery manu-
facturing, among other
sectors.

b

Fund flow: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin chairing a Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Sembcorp would invest 21,340 crore in Thoothu-
kudi district, generating employment for over
1,100 people, while Motherson would invest
¥2,600 crore in Kancheepuram district, providing
jobs for over 2,500 people.

Milky Mist would invest 1,777 crore in Erode
district and Lohum Tech would invest 1,597 crore
in lithium battery recycling in Krishnagiri district.

The Cabinet also approved three policies of the
Energy Department — pumped storage projects,
small hydel projects, and wind repowering and re-
furbishment and life extension.

The Cabinet also approved the expansion of
the Global Capability Centres of UPS and AstraZe-
neca, Mr. Thennarasu said.

The policy on pumped storage projects aims to
encourage public and private sectors to imple-
ment power projects in line with the target to in-
stall 20,000 MWe of solar power plants in the
State by 2030.

The policy on small hydel projects aims to pro-
mote employment in the renewable energy sec-
tor. The policy on wind energy aims to increase
production by 25% by focusing on repowering, re-
furbishment and extending the life of existing
wind plants.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin is also scheduled to
inaugurate a housing facility for workers of Fox-
conn, Mr. Thennarasu said. The facility, with over
18,720 beds, was constructed at a cost of ¥T706.5
crore at SIPCOT Vallam Vadagal in Sriperumbu-
dur in Kancheepuram district.

When asked about the Chief Minister’s pro-
posed visit to the U.S., the Ministers said that the
Chief Minister’s Office would share the details in
the coming days.

Source: The Hindu, 14 August 2024, p.1&2
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Budgetary cut of 2674 crore will
cripple TN railway projects: CM

Stalin asks union minister to allocate adequate funds for new lines, doubling work, amenities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

FOUR days after TNIE reported
that the railways’ Pink Book
showed nearly 70% of funds al-
located for new railway line
projects in Tamil Nadu in the
interim budget were slashed in
the regular budget for the cur-
rent year, Chief Minister MK
Stalin wrote to Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Monday, urging the allocation
of adequate funds for new lines,
doubling projects, and various
passenger amenities projects
in the state.

In his letter, Stalin noted that
the funds for Southern Railway
in the regular 2024-25 budget
were reduced from ¥ 976.1 crore
t0 Z301.3 crore compared to the
interim budget. He also
mentioned that the alloca-
tion for doubling projects
was cut from T 2214.4 crore
to ¥ 1928.8 crore.

-  “The drastic reduction
of Z 674.8 crore in funds for
new line projects will se-
verely impact the progress
of many important ongoing
projects in the state. Simi-
larly, the Z 285.64 crore cut in
funds for doubling projects
will undoubtedly slow down
these much-needed develop-
ments,” Stalin stated.

He highlighted several new
line projects in his letter, in-
cluding Nagari - Tindivanam,

b
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Tindivanam - Gingee - Tiruvan-
namalai, Athipattu - Pudur,
Erode - Palani, Chennai- Cud-
dalore (via Mahabalipuram),
Madurai-Tuticorin via Arup-
pukkotai, and Sriperumbudur
- Guduvanchery.

Stalin further urged the Un-
ion Minister to expedite key de-
velopment projects pending
with the railways for Chennai
and its surrounding areas. He
specifically mentioned the need
for progress on the construc-
tion of Kilambakkam railway
station, the preparation of a de-
tailed project re-
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port/feasibility study for the
fourth line between Tambaram
and Chengalpattu, the intro-
duction of an integrated ticket-
ing application for local trains,
traffic circulation works at
Potheri and Kattankulathur
Railway stations, the launch of
AC EMU services, increasing
local train services thereby
running a train for every 5to 7
minutes, and the handover of
MRTS lines to the state
government.

He also emphasised that rail-
way projects should not be de-
layed further due to a shortage
of funds.

Responding to the Chief Min-
ister on X (formerly Twit-
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ter), Vaishnaw said the NDA
government has allocated
76,362 crore for developing rail-
ways in Tamil Nadu.

Contending that projects can
be executed speedily only if the
state government supported in
land acquisition, he said only
807 hectares land has been ac-
quired so far against the re-
quirement of 2,749 hectares.

“We seek your intervention
in land acquisition. From our
side, we promise that if you
take one step, we will take two
steps for the development of
railways in Tamil Nadu,” he
added.

Z6K cr allocated for
rly projects: Centre

Stalin said funds for
Southern Railway in the
regular 2024-25 budget were
reduced from Z 976.1 crore to
#301.3 crore compared to the
interim budget. Responding
to the CM on X, union
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the centre has
allocated 6,362 crore for
railways in TN. Contending
that projects can be
executed speedily only if
the state supported in land
acquisition, he said only
807 ha land has been
acquired against

the requirement

of 2,749 ha
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Centre cuts 70% of funds for new rly lines in TN
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B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

The railway ministry has
slashed 70% of the funds ear-
marked for new railway lines in
Tamil Nadu for 2024-25 fiscal
compared to what was an-
nounced in the interim budget.
The interim budget was pre-
sented in February, just a few
months before the Lok Sabha
election.

As per the Pink Book released
by the railway ministry on
Wednesday, eight new line
projects in the state, including
the Dharmapuri-Morappur (36

‘km) and Tindivanam-Nagari

~ (180 km) lines, were allocated
X246 crore, a significant cut
from the ¥875 crore earmarked

. for the projects in the interim
budget. Similarly, funding for
the doubling of lines has also
been substantially reduced.

This drastic reduction in
funding comes amid war of
words between the state and the
centre over funding for Phase IT
of the Chennai Metro Rail
project.

Though Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman pre-
sented the Budget on July 23,
the railways delayed releasing
the detailed fund allocation till
the completion of the Parlia-
ment session, only to conceal
the reduction in funds, claimed
CPM MP from Madurai Su

. Venkatesan. He termed it an in-
justice to the state and accused
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\\: « Fund allocation for
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the BJP of betraying Tamil cation can bereviewed basedon  the interim budget.

Nadu.

However, a Southern Railway
spokesperson denied a shortage
of funds for projects, and insist-
ed that no new line work would
be delayed due to funding issues.
“The funds mentioned in the in-
terim budget serve as a guide-
line or token allocation during
the election year. The final allo-

project progress. Funds are al-
located based on the work that
can realistically be carried out
within the year, with adjust-
ments made as needed,” he
explained.

The Rameswaram-Dhanush-
kodi new line project has re-
ceived an allocation of %56 crore,
despite not being mentioned in

The long-delayed 184.45 km
new railway line between Tindi-
vanam and Nagari received Z350
crore in the interim budget, re-
newing the hopes for a new rail
connectivity between northern
districts of Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh. However, it re-
ceived only %153.27 crore in the
final allocation. Similarly, the

N

Dharmapuri-Morappur (36 km)
project, which was inaugurated
with much fanfare, saw its budg-
et slashed from %115 crore to
%49.37 crore. The Erode-Palani
(91.5km) new line project was al-
located just 1,000 instead of the
100 crore previously
announced.

Making matters worse, fund-
ing for the new doubling works
for the Katpadi-Villupuram (160
km), Salem-Karur-Dindigul (160
km), and Erode-Karur (65 km)
lines, which had each been allo-
cated %150 crore in the interim
budget, was also reduced to just
%1,000 each.

R Pandiaraja, a member of the
Zonal Rail Users Consultative
Committee, termed the fund al-
location as a scam by the union
government. “It costs %15 crore
per km to lay a new line with
electrification, excluding station
buildings and other infrastruc-

ure. For the Madurai-
Thoothukudi new line, 1,500
crore is required. With only %18
crore allocated for this year, just
1 kilometre can be laid,” he
explained.

He further suggested that the
railways disclose the percentage
of land acquired for each project
and allocate funds accordingly.
“It seems the railways have little
intention of completing the new
line projects, except for one or
two,” he added. A total of 6,362
crore was allocated for the rail-

RN N

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 August 2024, p.4

KL eyes TN partnership to woo investment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE Kerala government has
urged the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to partner with it to woo
investments which could mutu-
ally benefit both the states.
Addressing aroadshow prior
to the Global Investors Meet
next year, Kerala Industries
Minister P Rajeev on Thursday
. said that the two states can

work together not as competi-
tors but as partners.

Clearing apprehensions
about the state and also mis-
conceptions pertaining to red
tape among departments, he
said the state has introduced
several measures including pe-
nalising officials for delay in
giving clearances.

Stating that the state has
come out with industry friend-
ly policies, he said due to pau-

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 August 2024, p.7

city of land, state is pushing for
private industrial parks which
will have the same status of
government industrial parks.

Rajeev also highlighted that
the state is planning to imple-
ment land pooling to make
landowners partners in indus-
trial development, apart from
geotagging and registering 2.5
lakh MSMEs in two years. He
also said the state has identi-
fied 22 priority sectors.

TENVol. | Issue 4 | August 2024 | Page 3

way projects in TN this year.

(Il Tamil Nadu council chairman
Shrivats Ram and Kerala minister fob
industries P Rajeev in Chennai | exeress
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Commission in Chennai on Tuesday | exeress

Chief Minister MK Stalin addressing the fifth meeting of the State Planning

CM seeks panel’s
help onfinance,
adminreforms

SPC must focus on sectors that were not
given enough attention so far, says Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Tuesday urged the State Plan-
ning Commission (SPC) to rec-
ommend ways to improve the
financial resources of the state
government and simple admin-
istrative reforms that would en-
sure the benefits of the schemes
to all without any delay.

He was addressing the fifth
meeting of the SPC. “The re-
cent report of NITI Aayog has
given immense joy. If we have
financial resources, we can de-
vise many more schemes. So,
spell out the ways to improve
the financial resources.”

Stalin also requested the SPC
to organise a grand conference
in Chennai to highlight the ob-
jectives and achievements of
the Dravidian model of govern-
ance. He said in the meeting,
experts from various fields and
those from the media could
present their research papers.

He said Tamil Nadu is free of

- poverty, and serious communi-
cable diseases. “There is no vil-
lage without road connectivity,
electricity connection, drink-
ing water and schools. We have
made all districts self-suffi-
cient. Tamil Nadu has grown
as a front runner in education,
agriculture and infrastruc-
ture.” he said.

“I expect new innovative
thoughts and plans. I request
you (SPC) to pay attention to
the sectors which have not
drawn attention so far and de-
vise new schemes. Besides, if

S

there are new suggestions to
make the ongoing schemes bet-
ter, please tell us. Also, monitor
whether the suggestions made
by you are being implemented.
Last time, you made certain
suggestions for improving the
question papers for college stu-
dents. Check whether these
suggestions are carried out.
Similarly, the SPC should moni-
tor whether its suggestions on
agriculture, forests, and cli-
mate change are taken care of,”
Stalin said.

The CM recalled that the SPC
vice chairman had given 16 re-
ports that explained how the
schemes of the state govern-
ments have been implemented
efficiently. “I treat your reports
as a mark sheet (on the govern-
ment). Through these reports,
we came to know about the
reach of the CM’s Breakfast
Scheme..The monthly honorar-
ium to women has enhanced
the economic freedom of wom-
en. Though we get these feed-
back from the people, the SPC
is providing these to us
statistically”.

Finance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu, SPC Vice Chair-
man J Jayaranjan, Chief Secre-
tary Shiv Das Meena and sen-
ior officials and members of
SPC took part in the meeting.

Jeyarajan later inaugurated
the Centre for Innovation in
Governance. A first-of-its-kind
initiative in the country, the
centre aims to foster an innova-
tive ecosystem in governance
in the state.

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 August 2024, p.4
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Chief Minister M.K. Stalin chairing the fifth meeting of the State

Planning Commission on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Stalin requests T.N.
Planning Commission
to suggest ways to
raise revenue of govt.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
has sought the suggestions
of the State Planning Com-
mission (SPC) to increase
revenue resources of the
Tamil Nadu government.

Chairing the fifth meet-
ing of the SPC at the Secre-
tariat here on Tuesday, Mr.
Stalin said the State go-
vernment could come up
with more welfare pro-
grammes if additional reve-
nue resources were availa-
ble.

He also referred to a re-
port recently released by
the NITI Aayog, and asked
the SPC to come out with a
similar report.

Social justice and equi-
ty, self respect, language
affinity, rights, and State
autonomy are the base on
which the DMK stands, Mr.

Stalin said, adding that the
State should be developed
on the basis of these ideals.

“I expect fresh thinking
through the SPC. I request
you to create new welfare
programmes for depart-
ments that have not re-
ceived much focus as yet,”
Mr. Stalin, who is also the
ex-officio chairperson of
the SPC, said.

He requested that the
SPC organise a seminar in
Chennai to highlight the
objectives and achieve-
ments of his government.
He dubbed the 16 reports
submitted by the SPC in
March this year as ‘mark
sheets’ for his government.

Minister Thangam
Thennarasu; SPC Vice-
Chairperson J. Jeyaranjan;
Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena; and members of
the SPC participated in the
meeting.

Source: The Hindu, 7 August 2024, p.6



Centre for Innovation
in Governance set up
to aid administration

A first-of-itskind initiative in the country, the centre will support govt.

departments and district administrations in piloting innovative projects

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Centre for Innova-
A tion in Governance
has been set up at

the State Planning Com-
mission. It was inaugurat-
ed by ]. Jeyaranjan, vice-
chairman of the State Plan-
ning Commission, on
Tuesday.

A first-of-its-kind initia-
tive in the country, the
centre, established by the
Tamil Nadu government
aims at fostering an inno-
vative ecosystem in gover-
nance in the State.

It will provide support
to government depart-
ments and district admi-
nistrations in piloting inno-

vative  projects and
building capacity in va-
rious technologies that

would augment effective
governance in the State.
The centre’s core activities
include identifying pro-
blem statements, piloting
innovative projects, and
evaluating their effective-
ness.

The centre will support
eligible agencies in identi-
fying innovations for fund-
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Prioritising progress: The centre looks to establish a collaborative
platform where industry, academia, government, and innovators
can jointly develop solutions. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ing under the Tamil Nadu
Innovation Initiatives
Scheme (TANII). Since its
inception in 2015-16, the
State Planning Commis-
sion, through the Tamil Na-
du Innovation Initiatives
(TANII),has recommended
over 400 innovative pro-
jects to the tune of T800
crore.

The centre aims at esta-
blishing a collaborative
platform where industry,
academia, government,
and innovators can jointly
develop solutions, which
would augment public go-
vernance in the State.

Workshops planned
The centre plans to con-

Source: The Hindu, 7 August 2024, p.6

duct a ‘GovTech’ workshop
on the applications of
emerging technology in go-
vernance, a design think-
ing workshop on social in-
novation for  district
administrators, and tech-
based hackathons, among
others, across the State in
the upcoming months.

Mr. Jeyaranjan also
launched the revamped
website of the State Plan-
ning Commission
(www.spc.tn.gov.in), along
with the new websites for
Tamil Nadu Land Use Re-
search Board
(www.tnslurb.tn.gov.in)
and Tamil Nadu Innova-
tion Initiative (www.ta-
nii.tn.gov.in).
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'CM: Dravidian model govt
committed to social justice

Stalin launches ‘Tamizh Pudhalvan’ first instalment credited to accounts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Coimbatore

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin on
Friday launched the ‘Tamizh
Pudhalvan’ scheme under
which Z1,000 per month will be
given to boys from government
and aided schools for pursuing
higher education.

Launching the scheme at the
Government Arts College in
Coimbatore, Stalin said the
‘Dravidian model’ government
is committed to social justice
and outlined the slew of welfare
schemes being implemented by
the government.

‘Tamizh Pudhalvan’ scheme
is applicable to boys who have
completed their education from
Classes 6 to 12 in government
schools. Aided school students
who studied in Tamil medium
from Classes 6 to 12 are also eli-
gible. Besides three, four and
five-year courses, aspirants
who pursue industrial training
courses after completing Class
8 and 10 are also eligible to re-
ceive the ¥1,000 monthly aid.
Arts, science, law, engineering
and medicine are among the
courses included under the
scheme. There will be no cap on
the number of students from a
family who can apply for the
scheme. The CM distributed
debit cards to students to mark
the launch of the scheme.

Stalin said, “Last night, I or-

e e

Chief Minister MK Stalin launching the scheme at Government Arts and Science
College in Coimbatore on Friday | s sensacapaNDIvAN

Vanathi on stage with CM

On the sidelines of the launch of
the scheme, CM MK Stalin invited
Coimbatore South MLA Vanathi
Srinivasan to a function on
August 18 when a coin would be
released by the centre to mark the
birth centenary of DMK patriarch
M Karunanidhi. Vanathi, who
shared the stage with Stalin at
the college, said, “The CM invited
me and said all party leaders
would participate in the event.
Accepting his invitation, | sought

. some time to discuss issues in my

constituency. He has agreed to
give me an appointment.”

dered crediting 1,000 for this
month to your bank accounts,
did you receive a message of
credit, have you got it?” As the
students displayed messages in

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 August 2024, p.4

their phones, the CM said
‘thank you’. “If we say Dravid-
ian model government, it is so-
cial justice government. It is
functioning to ensure economic
independence for women and
educational rights for stu-
dents,” he said.

“The free bus ride for women
has been used 518 crore times.
Under the Kalaignar Magalir
Urimai Thittam, about 1.15
crore women are being provid-
ed 21,000 every month. As many
as 20.73 lakh children have ben-
efited under the breakfast
scheme. So far, 28 lakh students
have received training to en-
sure employability under the
Naan Mudhalvan Scheme. Un-
der the Pudhumai Penn Scheme,
about 3.28 lakh girls get 1,000
assistance per month,” the CM
said.

TENVol. | Issue 4 | August 2024 | Page 6



‘Huge opportunities
- for southern states in
food processing sector’

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: South Indian
states have huge opportu-
nities in the food process-
ing sector, especially mil-
lets, ready-to-eat foods,
ready-to-cook foods, and
plant-based dairy alter-
natives, according to P
Ravichandran, chairman
of CII national commit-
tee on cold chain and
president, Danfoss In-
dustries.

At the CII Food Pro
event in the city on Fri-
day, Ravichandran said
the focus needs to be on
continuing innovation
and development. “India
has enormous potential
for investment and
growth in the agrifood
tech sector,” he said.

State agricultural
production commission-
er Apoorva said with the
world’s population ex-
pected to reach nearly 10
billion by 2050, the de-
mand for food is antici-
pated to increase by

about 50%. This scenario
presents both a challenge
and an opportunity to re-
define how we process,
preserve, and distribute
food, she said.

Tamil Nadu’s total
agricultural exports
amounted to $1,648 mil-
lion in FY24, represent-
ing 6.4% of the country's
agricultural exports val-
ued at $25,600 million,
said a report, titled Food
processing sector in In-
dia and potential for
southern states, released
atthe event.

The most exported
commodities from Tamil
Nadu were poultry prod-
ucts, non-basmati rice,
processed fruits, juices
and nuts. These five com-
modities collectively ac-
counted for 54 % of Tamil
Nadu’s total agricultural
and allied sector exports,
valued at $896 million in
2023-24. Besides agricul-
ture, Tamil Nadu contrib-
utes nearly one-fifth of
India’s marine exports.
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‘Groundwater comes to aid, kuruvai -
cultivated in 3.32 lakh acres in delta

D VINCENT AROCKIARAI
@ Tiruchy/ Thanjavur/ Nagapattinam

DESPITE uncertainty in getting
enough Cauvery water, 3.32 lakh
acres of kuruvai has been culti-
vated in delta districts this sea-
son, thanks to the availability of
groundwater. While 1.30 lakh
acres were covered under kuru-

vai in Thanjavur, highest among

delta districts, 92,500 acres
were covered in Tiruvarur.
The total kuruvai area
may go up after the final
count, sources said.

The kuruvai target
in both districts was
achieved mostly by us-
ing groundwater for
irrigation as the cut-
off date for kuruvai
sowing was fixed as July
31. As the water from Ka-
llanai was released only on
July 31, the Cauvery water
could be used only as a supple-
mentary source for irrigation in
addition to the groundwater, of-
ficial sources said.

In Tiruchy, against the target
of 16,250 acres for kuruvai paddy
set by the agriculture depart-
ment, 16,105 acres have been cov-
ered. As the groundwater level
has improved in the district fol-
lowing the copious flow of water
in both the Cauvery and Kolli-
dam rivers for nearly a week, of-
ficials said that they have sur-
passed the targeted area of
cultivation this kuruvai season.

Since water was released from
Mettur reservoir on its custom-
_ary dateof June 12 in 2023, farm-

As groundwater level has improved in
Tiruchy following the copious flow in
the Cauvery and Kollidam for nearly a
week, target set for kuruvai
cultivation has been surpassed

- Officials

ers took up kuruvai cultivation
in around 15,000 acres against
the 13,000 acres covered during
2022 in Tiruchy district.

While several farmers culti-
vating kuruvai relied solely on
filter point borewells, a consider-
able number of them from An-
thanallur, Musiri, Thottiam and
Tiruverumbur irrigate their

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 August 2024, p.4
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paddy fields using 14 canals, in-
cluding Uyyakondan, which re-
ceive water from Cauvery, offi-
cials said.

“Most of the kuruvai cultiva-
tion in Tiruchy is in areas pri-

- marily irrigated by filter point

borewells. However, the rise in
groundwater level due to recent
flow in the rivers have encour-
aged the farmers who rely on
Cauvery to undertake kuruvai
this season, particularly from
Anthanallur; Tiruverumber, and
Pullambadi. We have exceeded
our target in these areas,” joint
director M Sakthivel said. In the
case of Mayiladuthurai, the tar-
geted area of 90,000 has been
achieved. In Nagapattinam,
farmers have raised kuruvai
paddy in around 3,750 acres.

A



FSSAI test finds excessive chemical
content in broken wheat products

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Coimbatore

THE Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India has initiated
a testing of wheat products, spe-
cifically Samba broken wheat,

produced by some major firms

in western Tamil Nadu. |
The action was prompted by
allegations of excessive use of

chemicals for preservation be-

yond the permissible limit set by
the FSSAL Preliminary lab tests
on some samples confirmed the
presence of chemicals beyond
the permissible level, said sourc-
es. Detailed analysis is on as the
manufacturing units have ap-
pealed the initial findings, the
sources added.

Samba broken wheat has be-

come an important part of the

healthy diet in southern states.
Recently, the sales of broken

wheat have increased, but there

have been claims on social me-
dia that the Samba broken wheat
(Samba Rava) being manufac-

tured and sold in Tamil Nadu
contains chemical components
to preserve them from insects.

- This has raised concern, espe-
cially among regular users, in-

cluding people with health is- .
sues like diabetes, who consume

broken wheat recipes daily.

The FSSAI has collected
samples from manufacturing
units not only in Coimbatore
but also districts across the
state like Tiruppur and Erode.
Some reports have confirmed
the presence of chemical ‘in-
secticide’ beyond the permissi-

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 August 2024, p.4
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ble limit, a chemical known to
cause severe lung issues and be
dangerous for children, the
sources added. ;
When asked, the FSSAI des-
ignated officer for Coimbatore
district, K Tamilselvan, said,
“Following the collection of
samples, a set has been sent for
test, and another set is retained
for further testing during the
appeal process. In the prelimi-
nary tests, some samples showed
traces of chemicals. However,
there is a provision for the man-
ufacturer to challenge the re-
sults in the appeal process. Once
the chemical mix is confirmed
in the final report, appropriate
action will be taken against the

manufacturing firm”.

Some news reports and mes-
sages claiming chemical pres-
ence in such products are not
about products from the Coim-
batore district but those ob-
tained from other districts, he
clarified. 2



Industry and Infrastructure

‘42% of women employed in
India’s factories reside in T.N.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurates Sipcot’s industrial housing facility in Sriperumbudur; seeks

support from companies like Foxconn to help achieve TNs target of a $I-trillion economy by 2030

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

naugurating a
l??OG.SO-crore indus-

trial housing facility at
Sipcot Industrial Park in
Vallam Vadagal in Sripe-
rumbudur, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Saturday
said that 42% of the wo-
men working in India’s fac-
tories were residing in Ta-
mil Nadu.

The facility, spread over
20 acres, is touted as a first
of its kind in the country,
and can accommodate
18,720 workers. It was set
up by Sipcot in partnership
with Foxconn. “This will
be a trendsetter for other
States to follow,” said Mr.
Stalin, who inaugurated
the facility along with Fox-
conn Hon Hai Chairman

Young Liu.
Mr. Stalin said the Fox-
conn unit employed

41,000 people, of whom

Improving infrastructure: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurating
Sipcot’s industrial housing facility in Sriperumbudur on Saturday.

35,000 were women.

Foxconn, which assem-
bled iPhones, had 12 manu-
facturing plants across the
world. It had set up two
units in Sriperumbudur,
which was a matter of
pride for the State, he ad-
ded. He pointed out that
the State had over 39,000
factories, boosting produc-
tion and employment op-
portunities.

Tamil Nadu had set a
goal of achieving a $1-tril-
lion economy by 2030, Mr.

Source: The Hindu, 18 August 2024, p.8

Stalin said, and sought sup-
port from companies like
Foxconn to help achieve
the target. He highlighted
the measures taken by the
DMK government for the
welfare of women, includ-
ing the Pudhumai Penn
scheme and the Kalaignar
Magalir Urimai Thittam,
and noted that Sipcot had
taken a decision to set up
créches.

He said Tamil Nadu had
fared better than the na-
tional average in 11 of the 13
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parameters of the Sustain-
able Development Goals
(SDGs) of the United Na-
tions, as per the latest SDG
India Index 2023-24, re-
leased by NITI Aayog.

Mr. Liu said Foxconn’s
largest footprint in India
was in Tamil Nadu. “Fox-
conn hires regardless of
gender. Women do make a
big part of our workforce
here. I emphasise that mar-
ried women also contri-
bute to our efforts here,”
he said. Mr. Liu’s remarks
came in the wake of re-
ports that the company’s
Sriperumbudur plant was
not providing work to mar-
ried women.

T.R.B. Rajaa, Minister
for Industries, Investment
Promotion and Com-
merce, said Foxconn had
been a long-standing,
trustworthy partner of Ta-
mil Nadu. There was po-
tential to scale this partner-
ship manifold, he said.
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1,645 MSME:s set
~upunitsin TN in 8
months: Anbarasan

Times News NETWORK

Coimbatore: Micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSME) minister T M An-
barasan on Thursday said
1,645 MSME units, which
signed memoranda of un-
derstanding with the state
govt at the global investors
meet in January, had be-
gun operations in Tamil
Nadu with an investment
of 16,613 crore.

Speaking to reporters
after a review meeting
with the MSME units here,
Anbarasan said more than
60,000 people had got jobs
in the past eight months
because of those units. He
said the govt was holding
discussions with other
MSMEs, which were yet to
commence their projects
asagreed uponinthemem-
oranda of understanding.

He said 5,068 MSMEs
had evinced interest in
launching new projects at
the global investors meet
at a cumulative invest-
ment of 63,573 crore, ren-
dering jobs to 2.5 lakh peo-
ple. “We are talking to

those units to find out rea-
sons for the delay in com-
mencing operations. We
want to know if they are
facing any difficulties. The
govt is taking measures to
help them start their pro-
jects.”

The govt is holding re-
gional level review meet-
ings across the state, with
the participation of offi-
cials of respective district
industries centres and
agencies such asTamil Na-
du Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation Limit-
ed. Anbarasan said the
DMK govt had created
30,326 entrepreneurs in
the past three years under
the MSME department by
extendingloanstothe tune
of 2,615 crore. These entre-
preneurs in turn have gen-
erated three lakh jobs, the
ministersaid.

Earlier, the minister
gave away loans to entre-
preneurs under various
govt programmes in the
presence of MSMEs de-
partment secretary Archa-
na Patnaik and district col-
lector Kranthi Kumar Pati.
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Source: The Times of India,
30 August 2024, p.8



CM inaugurates 19 industrial
projects, asks businessmen to
be T.Ns brand ambassadors

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
inaugurated 19 industrial
projects entailing invest-
ments to the tune of 317,616
crore and laid the founda-
tion for 28 projects worth
%51,157 crore at the Tamil
Nadu Investment Conclave
2024, that was held in
Chennai on Wednesday.
The State government
also signed memoranda of
understanding with Green-
ko Energies Private Limit-
ed, a part of Greenko
Group, in the presence of
the Chief Minister. The
Group has made an invest-
ment commitment of
20,114 crore for three

Source: The Hindu, 22 August 2024, p.1
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Our government is
paying great attention to
ensure inclusive and
sustainable
development across the
State

M.EK.STALIN
Chief Minister

closed-loop pumped pro-
jects with an employment
potential for 1,500 people.

Delivering his speech,
the Chief Minister request-
ed the businessmen at the
conclave to turn “indus-
trial ambassadors” of Ta-
mil Nadu. “My kind re-
quest to you is that it is not
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enough that you start busi-
nesses here, but [you need
to] also bring other compa-
nies like you to Tamil Na-
du,” he said.

The Chief Minister also
told the business delegates
who had come from va-
rious countries and the
rest of India, “Our govern-
ment is paying great atten-
tion to ensure inclusive
and sustainable develop-
ment across Tamil Nadu.
As industrial projects are
launched in various dis-
tricts of the State, the in-
frastructural facilities are
being improved in those
districts.”



TN clears ¥44.125cr investments,
OKSs 3 renewable energy pohc1es

CM To Open Housing
For 19,000 Foxconn
Employees On Aug 17

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu cabi-
net on Tuesday sanctioned 15
industrial projects in various
sectors, including motor vehi-
cles, electronics, food process-
ing, renewable energy and
battery manufacturing,
worth 44,125 crore and ex-
pected to create 24,700 jobs.
The cabinet cleared policies
for the energy department,
which include pump storage
policy, small hydel policy and
wind re-powering and life ex-
tension policy.

After the cabinet meeting,
finance minister Thangam
Thennarasu said that on Aug
17, chief minister M K Stalin

1ANS

AT THE HELM: Chief minister M K Stalin chairs the state cabinet
meeting on Tuesday

will inaugurate industrial
housing for 18,720 employees
of Foxconn, built at a cost of
Z706.5crore, at the SIPCOT
Vallam Vadagal Industrial Es-
tate in Sriperumbudur block
of Kancheepuram district.
“This is the first time in India
such a massive housing com-
plex has been built,” Thenna-
rasu said. Industries minister
T R B Rajaa was also present.

The cabinet approved in-

centive packages for industri-
al projects. Thennarasu said
specific investments include
221,340 crore by renewable
player Sembcorp in Tutico-
rin, creating 1,114 jobs, and
22,600crore by Motherson
Group in the electronics sec-
tor.

Source: The Times of India, 14 August 2024, p.1

Dabur plans T400-crore plant at TN food park

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

DABUR, one of India’s leading
Fast-Moving Consumer Goods
(FMCG) giants, will invest 400
crore to set up a world-class
manufacturing plant, its first
ever in south India, at the Sip-
cot Food Park in Tindivanam in
Villupuram district. A memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) regarding the project
was signed between Guidance
TN Managing Director and
CEO Vishnu Venugopalan and
Dabur India CEO Mohit Mal-
hotra, in the presence of Chief

An MoU was signed in the presence of CM MK Stalin | express

Minister MK Stalin, on Thurs-
day. The facility is expected to
generate over 250 jobs.
Industries Minister TRB Ra-
jaa and Chief Secretary N Mu-

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 August 2024, p.1

ruganandam were also present
on the occasion. In a post in ‘X,
Rajaa said the plant will open
up new opportunities for farm-
ers in the delta region to sell
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agro-products to the facility.
Dabur’s decision to choose TN
is a testament to the state’s
thriving industrial ecosystem
and availability of a work-
ready labour force, he said.
The announcement comes af-
ter Dabur India’s board in Jan-
uary approved an investment
of %135 crore for setting up a
new facility in South India,
which will manufacture arange
of its Ayurvedic healthcare,
personal care and homecare
products like Dabur Honey,
Dabur red toothpaste and
Odonil air fresheners. P7



timesofindia.com

he Madurai-Tuticorin Industrial

Corridor (MTIC) was envisaged

by the state govt to transform

nine districts in southern Tamil

Nadu into a bustling industrial

hub. The project was to attract
Z1.91akh crore in industrial investments over a
period of 10 years. Its advantages were seen as
vast tracts of land at cheaper prices than in
north and west Tamil Nadu, and proximity to
Tuticorin port. But it’s only in the last couple
of years that things have started moving.

The foundation for the corridor was laid
during the UPA-1 govt, specifically through
conversion of the 128-km Madurai-
Aruppukottai-Tuticorin state highway into a
four-lane national highway, says industries
minister T R B Rajaa. This project, part of a
Z600-crore initiative formulated by then chief
minister M Karunanidhi and then Union
transport minister T R Baalu, laid the
groundwork for the region’s development.

“We are now expanding our focus
beyond just the road between Madurai
and Tuticorin to the larger region
surrounding these areas,” says Rajaa.
Establishment of the integrated electric
vehicle and battery manufacturing unit
of Vinfast of Vietnam in Tuticorin has placed
the region on the global automobile map, he
adds. The govt is acquiring 3,000 acres around
Tuticorin, with some plots already allocated.
Additionally, 1,500-acre and 2,000-acre parcels
are being acquired in the regions around
Madurai and Tuticorin, Rajaa adds.

Trade bodies have identified four primary
challenges that have slowed the corridor’s
development: Inadequate logistics, civic and
transport infrastructure; delays in land
acquisition; shortage of skilled labour and lack
of national-level technical institutions; and
environmental concerns.

The Madurai area should focus on aerospace
R&D, semiconductor design and R&D, aerospace
component manufacturing, plastic toy
manufacturing, and auto spare parts
manufacturing, says Balamurugan, president
of the Madurai Infrastructure Development
Association. Establishing a branch of IIT
Madras or an IIT Madurai, along with a
knowledge park, will help, he adds.

For the Aruppukottai node, he says, the
focus should be on agro-product manufacturing
and food processing industries. For Tuticorin,
the focus could be on heavy equipment,
semiconductors, EV and auto manufacturing.

The Madurai-Tuticorin Industrial Corridor has been a slow starter, but things
have begun to move along and hold the promise of transforming the regi

SOUTH | 55
RISING

He also wants the state to push Centre to
expedite work on the Madurai-Aruppukottai-
Tuticorin railway for better connectivity.

A Sipcot estate should be in the centre of
the corridor; supported by four Sidco industrial
estates, to revolutionise the region’s industrial
landscape, says R M Lakshminarayanan,
president of the Madurai District Tiny & Small
Scale Industries Association (MADITSSIA).

Industry also wants Madurai airport
expanded with more flights, including
international services. Flights to Tuticorin too
should be increased. Additionally,
infrastructure at VOC Port needs upgrading.

T R Tamilarasu, president of the Chamber
of Commerce, Tuticorin, echoed these
concerns. Success lies not merely in land
acquisition or attracting a single large player
but in creating a cluster of industries,
particularly MSMEs, that generate jobs and
revenue for the region, he says. The Furniture
Park, initiated by the Tamil Nadu govt as part

of the corridor, is yet to achieve its full
potential due to logistical, workforce and
infrastructure issues, he adds.

A comprehensive development
plan is essential, says S Rethinavelu,
president of the Agrofood Chamber of

Commerce and Industry. And a land

bank managed by a special purpose

vehicle (SPV), with a dedicated managing

director overseeing the corridor’s day-to-day

operations would help. Focus on industries that

are already thriving in the region, such as food
processing, tourism, and rubber; he adds.

The vision for the corridor extends beyond
land acquisition, says K Senthil Raj, Sipcot
managing director: It involves streamlining the

clearance processes and fostering a business- surrounding
friendly environment. Sipcot hasalreadybegun ~ these areas
acquiring key parcels of land for various TRBRAIAA,
projects within the corridor as well as in the  vousTriEs MiNSTER

surrounding regions.
These include a PM Mitra textile park in
Virudhunagar, Sipcot facilities at
Gangaikondan in Tirunelveli and Ottapidaram
in Tuticorin, a food park in Theni district,
and an industrial park at lluppaikudi in | [FHee
Virudhunagar: me
Additionally, Sipcot is exploring =
joint venture industrial parks with
private participation. To meet
industrial demand for water; Sipcot
has planned a 60 million litres a day
(MLD) desalination plant at Mullakadu
in Tuticorin, at an estimated cost
of 2900 crore, says Senthil
Raj.

Coimbatore is among the top tier-2 cities in the manufacturing and automotive job
market, as per Randstad India’s talent insights report 2024.

COIMBATORE DOMINANT IN THE MANUFACTURING &
AUTOMOTIVE JOB MARKET AMONG TIER-2 CITIES

JUNIOR LEVEL (0-5 YEARS)
Jaipur | 15 Coimbatore | 12.4

“Coimbatore's SEZs are now
attracting a host of
manufacturers of automobile,
and heavy equipment
components, EVs, electrical
and electronic spares, chips,
LEDS, generators,
semiconductors, valves and
more. Its efforts to expand its
infrastructure have attracted
domestic and international
investors, and this has had a
positive impact on job
creation,” says the report
Chennai dominates
manufacturing, auto jobs
among tier-1 cities across
categories. Chennai stands
third (16.05%) in junior roles,
second (14.79%) in mid-level
jobs and first (22.16%) in
senior jobs

Vadodara | 1L51

Thane | 9.31
.

(figures in % of jobs)
Coimbatore | 1246

MIDDLE LEVEL (6- 14 YEARS)
Vadodara | 2L16

Jaipur | 10.94
12024 by Randstad R

Thane | 15.17
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TN 2ndinrenewable energy
generationin south, again

State leads in wind power; Karnataka & Kerala better in hydel power

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu continued to rank
second in renewable energy
generation among southern
states during the first quarter
of the current financial year
(April to June) for the second
year in a row. Accordingtoare-
cent report of the Central Elec-
tricity Authority (CEA), the
state produced 8,379.19 Million
Units (MUs) of renewable en-
ergy, a tad less than 8,400.15
MUs it generated during the
same period last year. Karnata-
ka took the top spot by generat-
ing9,171.16 MUs despite record-
ing amarginal dipfrom 10,001.55
MUs it generated last year.

The report further highlight-
ed that Tamil Nadu led in wind
energy generation, producing
4,114.02 MUs, while Karnataka
generated 3,095.93 MUs. Mean-
while, Karnataka and Kerala
% focused on small hvdro projects

(up to 25 MW) and large hydro
projects, leveraging the availa-
bility of water resources.

A senior official from Tan-
gedco told TNIE, “Increasing
hydro projects has been chal-
lenging as Tamil Nadu relies on
its neighbouring state for water
sources. Karnataka has poten-
tial for small hydropower in ca-
nals, hill streams, and run-of-
the-river projects. The state has
nearly 4,500 mini-hydro plants
and is leading in the small hy-
dro segment of renewable en-
ergy sector. In contrast, Tanged-
co’s hydro wing operates and
maintains 47 hydro power sta-
tions with a total installed ca-
pacity of 2,321.90 MW across
four generation circles - Erode,
Kadamparai, Kundah, and
Tirunelveli.”

However, Tamil Nadu is plan-
ning to build pumped storage
power houses and preparing a

detailed project report. “We are

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 August 2024, p.4

looking for investors,” the offi-
cial added.

Speaking on solar and rooftop
power plants, another official
said, “In major cities like Chen-
nai, Tiruchy, Coimbatore and
Madurai, apartment culture is
growing due to space con-
straints, making it difficult to
approach everyone for solar in-
stallation. Currently, the state’s
rooftop capacity is 599.16 MW.
However, Tangedco aims to
speed up the PM’s rooftop solar
scheme, targeting 25 lakh
households within a year.”

The official said Tamil Nadu
met 22% of its total energy re-
quirements from green sources.
As per the union government’s
instructions, the utility aims to
increase this to 50% by 2030.

The new renewable energy
hybrid policy will enhance
wind and solar generation,
helping Tamil Nadu lead among
the southern states, he added.

4
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Singapore’s Sembcorp to invest 336,238 cr.
on green ammonia plant in Thoothukudi

The plant will initially produce 200000 tonnes of green ammonia per annum for export to Japan. Chief Minister M.K. Stalin lays the foundation

for the project at the Tamil Nadu Investment Conclave 2024. Sembcorp had signed an MoU with Tamil Nadu govt. during Global Investors' Meet

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment on Wed-
nesday announced

that Singapore-headquar-
tered Sembcorp will invest
36,238 crore on a state-of-
the-art green ammonia
plant in Thoothukudi. The
plant will initially produce
2,00,000 tonnes of green
ammonia per annum for
export to Japan. The front-
end engineering and de-
sign work on the plant has
begun.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin laid the foundation for
the project at the Tamil Na-
du Investment Conclave
2024.

“Today, we lay the foun-
dation stone for Semb-
corp’s Green Hydrogen
project...and it fills me
with pride to state that Ta-
mil Nadu will be the first
State in India to roll out
commercial production of
large-scale green hydrogen
molecules,” Industries Mi-
nister T.R.B. Rajaa said.

Sembcorp had signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu during
the Global Investors’ Meet
earlier this year. Vipul Tuli,
Chairman - South Asia,
and CEO - Hydrogen Busi-

Development deals

Arundown of the key projects announced at the Tamil Nadu Investment Conclave 2024

=l
91 N

B The projects inaugurated
by Chief Minister M.K.
Stalinincluded a 2,850~
crore Lucas TVS lithium-ion
cellmanufacturing unit, a
Renault Nissan Technology
& Business Centre, a
¥2,600-crore Motherson
Electronics mabile
backglass assembler for
high-end smartphones, an
L&T Innovation Campus,
and a Sundaram Fasteners
facility, among others

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurating projects at the Tamil Nadu Investment Conclave 2024 in Chennai on Wednesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

B The projects B Hyundai Motor India Limited B The foundation was W Hiranandani’s
forwhich the announced the ground- laid for Saint-Gobain’s Greenbase
foundation was breaking ceremony of its new site in Oragadam, Industrial and
laidincluded hydrogen innovation centre. Chennai. The site, where Logistics Parks,
those of Pragati The new facility is being the Saint-Gobain World forwhich the
Warehousing developed in partnership Complex will come up, foundation was laid,
(worth %1,500 with the Indian Institute of is spread over 122 acres, will develop 391
crore), Ascendas Technology-Madras and and falls under the first acres of industrial
Firstspace (31,000~ Guidance Tamil Nadu, with phase of the MoU signed and logjstics parks
crore expansion), support from the Government by the firm with the in Chennai by FY
Capgemini (31,000 of Tamil Nadu. The centre is Government of Tamil 2025. The company
crore), and Brakes poised to serve as a catalyst Nadu for an investment hasearmarked
India (3650 crore), for innovation in the field of commitment of 1,500 crore for land
among others hydrogen technology 13,400 crore acquisition

ness, Sembcorp Indus-
tries, said, “With its renew-
able resources and
investor-friendly policies,
Tamil Nadu is a frontrun-
ner State in realising In-
dia’s green hydrogen ambi-
tions. Sembcorp is
honoured to be part of this
historic moment, as the ef-

forts of India, Japan, and
Singapore come together
in Tamil Nadu to make a
mark on the global green
hydrogen industry.”

Mr. Rajaa said that the
Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation
(TIDCO) and Tata Technol-
ogies had come together to

set up a public engineering
facility known as the Tamil
Nadu Engineering and In-
novation Centre (TN EN-
GINE) on Anna University’s
Coimbatore campus. The
foundation was laid and
%400 crore earmarked for
the facility. A promotional
video played at the con-

clave said that the centre,
which was a first of its kind
in India, would feature
nine emerging technology
labs, and would be deve-
loped in two phases. In the
first phase, four labs would
be set up with state-of-the-
art equipment, which
would support startups,

MSMEs and academia.

“During the recent elec-
tion, the Chief Minister
promised industrial
growth for Coimbatore. A
few days ago, the Indus-
tries Department finished
the acquisition for the Ko-
vai (Coimbatore) airport
expansion project, paving
the way for a massive tran-
sition in Coimbatore...and
today, we are also looking
to the future by enabling
more R&D in Coimbatore,”
Mr. Rajaa said.

Giving an example of
how quickly MoUs are con-
verted into business, Mr.
Rajaa said that just about a
year ago, the Chief Minis-
ter signed an MoU with
Omron Healthcare to set
up a medical equipment
manufacturing plant.
“Less than two months la-
ter, in July 2023, they broke
ground for this project.
And today, we are inaugu-
rating the project’s com-
mercial production,” he
said. B. Santhanam, CEQ of
Saint-Gobain Asia Pacific
and India Region, said that
24 years ago, then Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi
inaugurated the firm’s first
factory that was built at an
investment of %525 crore.
“Over the last two decades,
we have invested 10 times
that amount,” he said.

Source: The Hindu, 24 August 2024, p.6

Solar power goes waste because of tech glitch

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A lack of integra-
tion between the web portal
of Union ministry of new
and renewable energy
(MNRE)and that of Tanged-
co has led to a delay in the in-
stallation of rooftop solar
systems in Tamil Nadu un-
der PM Surya Ghar Muft Bij-
li Yojana.

After the scheme was an-
nounced, Tangedco officials
said, a total of 68,009 applica-
tions were received from the
state on the national portal
since Febforsubsidy. But, on-
ly 15,185 applications reflect-
ed on Tangedco's portal.

Rooftop connections
were given to 6,175 of those

KNOW YOUR

» A domestic consumer who
wants to install a 3kw rooftop
solar system at his house can
now get 754,000 as subsidy from
Centre

up to 10kW capacity, the -~
subsidy for the remaining

» For rooftop connections with |

1 29,000/ KW up to 500kW at

TKW will be 29,000/kW. "S=SS ; the rate of 10kW a house.
> For similar facilities in ey Chennai has about 7,000
apartments, resident welfare domestic rooftop solar
associations or group housing connections, while the state's
societies can avail subsidy of figure stands at 23,000.

applicants.

Union govt introduced a
unified web portal for inter-
ested consumers to install
rooftop solar systems and
avail themselves of subsidy
in Feb. The applications

Source: The Times of India, 4 August 2024, p.4

should have been forwarded
to respective discoms/states
for further process. The sub-
sidies were revised to make
rooftop solar more attractive
to consumers and feasibility
study was waived for applica-

tions with upto 10k W.

After the system is in-
stalled through empanelled
vendors and connection is
given by the discom, the
Union govt deposits the sub-
sidy directly into the bank
accounts of consumers. A
lack of integration between
Union and state web portals,
however, have delayed the
processing of applications.

On Friday, MNRE addi-
tional secretary Sudeep Jain
held a meeting with Tanged-
co officials and assured that
the glitches would be resolv-
ed soon. Tangedco officials
said at least 3,000 new con-
nections would be effected in
aweek as soon as the glitch is
resolved. “Not just Tamil Na-
du, but several other states
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too face the same problem,”
said Tangedco officials.

Tamil Nadu Rajya Sabha
member P Wilson recently
raised a query in the Parlia-
ment about the progress of
rooftop solar scheme in Ta-
mil Nadu, for which MNRE
minister Pralhad Joshi re-
plied that 11.5% of the appli-
cations were converted into
actual connections and add-
edthat it wastheresponsibil-
ity of the respective discom
in each state to implement
the scheme.

Tangedco set an ambi-
tious target of 25 lakh roof-
top connections in a year un-
der the PM solar scheme and
instructed each section offi-
cer to enrol at least 1,000 ap-
plications.



Made in Tamil Nadu for
mega kitchens world over

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@
timesofindia.com

amil Nadu is throwing a chal-

lenge to China, Germany and

Italy in the manufacture of
cooking equipment. It is churning
out combi ovens, high-capacity mix-
ers and namkeen makers, which
have lower running costs. Not just
local companies, international play-
ers are also betting on the state’s
pool of skilled engineers to expand
their facilities.

Coimbatore-based Chandran
Steels launched India’s first indige-
nously developed combi oven (6, 12
& 20 trays) two years ago. Germany
is the leading manufacturer of this
equipment that ensures different
dishes can be prepared in it at the
same time without smell and taste
getting mixed. “While in one tray we
can cook biryani, another can be
used for baking, the next for fish, and
soon,” says C Shiva Chandran, man-

aging director of Chandran Steels.

Recently, PKR Equipments intro-
duced a mixer with a capacity to
prepare up to 500 litres of sambar at
atime. It can do the job of six people
with just one operator. It has also
launched a 100-litre bratt pan that
takes up 30% less space than usual
in the kitchen. “Designers are the
backbone of kitchen equipment
manufacturing. There are plenty of
skilled designers in the state,” says
A Somasundaram, general manager,
PKR Equipments.

This Chennai-headquartered
company has designed the kitchen
for Tata Electronics in Hosur that
prepares food for 45,000 people every
day. Spread over two acres, it is one
of the largest kitchens in south In-
dia, says Somasundaram. The firm
has also supplied a large steamer
cabinet for Qatar Airways and at-
tracted clients from France and the
UK. “Induction-based cooking
equipment is expensive in Europe.

'-.\.
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MULTI-TASKER: Coimbatore-based
Chandran Steels launched India’s
first indigenously developed
Combi Oven

It is being sourced from Tamil Nadu

for overseas markets,” he says.
About 1,200 cooking equipment

manufacturers are operating in Ta-

ment. We are getting repeated orders
from them,” says Venkatesha Par-
thasarathy, national sales manager,
Heat and Control (South Asia).
US-based Antunes expanded its
facility in Chennai in Jan this year.
The facility manufactures toasters,
water filtration systems and grills.
“We decided to stay in Chennai due
to the local infrastructure, proxim-
ity to the Chennai port and the
dedicated team members,” says Dan-

SNACKING UP: Us-headquartered Heat and Contr

._/'_'_,_‘-"""-

ol's Snack Fryer manufactured at its Chennai facility

mil Nadu, says M § M Thangavelu,
founder of Coimbatore Kitchen
Equipment Manufacturers Associa-
tion, who is also the MD of Sabari
Kitchen. Chennai and Coimbatore
account for 400, while the rest are
spread across Madurai, Trichy and
Tirunelveli. “This sector has a huge
scope for growth and we want the
govt to establish a cooking equip-
ment manufacturing park,” he adds.

US-headquartered Heat and Con-
trol, which operates 12 factories in
five countries, has its lone facility in
India at Mahindra World City near
Chennai. It is expanding at the same
location thanks to the skilled man-
power, particularly in the engineer-
ing sector. The B2B company makes
end-to-end systems for mass produc-
tion of potato chips, namkeen,
french fries, samosa and burger pat-

Source: The Times of India, 19 August 2024, p.2

ties. About 80% of its products are
exported to West Asia, Europe, Rus-
sia, Japan and Australia.

The Chennai facility has devel-
oped a namkeen snack system line
for the Indian market, which has
better oil management and lower
running cost. “Overseas customers,
who were initially reluctant to
source from our facility, were
amazed by the quality of our equip-
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iel Schmidt, managing director, in-
ternational business, Antunes. The
company'’s clients include McDon-
ald’s, Burger King, KFC and Pope-
yes.
Tamil Nadu's general engineer-
ing strength is the reason behind
several such manufacturing sectors
flourishing, says industries secre-
tary V Arun Roy WorkLabs of Guid-
ance Tamil Nadu, the state govt's
nodal agency for investment promo-
tion, can support this sector by pro-
viding skilled labour, he adds.



Sipcot to build creches at estates

Ramesh Shankar R

CM Opens
Industrial
Housing For
Women

Vaitheeswaran.B
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Supporting married
women in industries came to
the fore on Saturday when
chief minister M K Stalin inau-
gurated a %706 crore industrial
housing facility for women em-
ployees of Foxconn. Sipcot
(State Industries Promotion
Corporation of Tamil Nadu)
would soon build creches in its
industrial estates that would be

ON THE DAIS: Chief minister M K Stalin with Dr Young Liu, Chairman

]

Foxconn, and T R B Rajaa, minister of industries, at the inauguration in

Kancheepuram on Saturday

inaddition to the existing 63 set
up by industries.

Two of Sipcot’s creches are
expected to be built at Sripe-
rumbudur and Oragadam, ac-
cording toasource.

Stalin said TN has the most

women factory workers in the
country at 42%, and is imple-
menting various schemes for
their development.

Foxconm chairman Dr
Young Liu said the company’s
largest footprint in the country

is in TN whose economic blue-
print is attractive for invest-
ment. “Foxconn hires regard-
less of gender and women
make upabig part of our work-
force here. I would emphasise
that married women greatly
contribute to the efforts of
what we are doing here. Living
in dormitories is not custom-
ary inmany of ourlocations, in
the world. It is part of building
a support system. It represents
independence and exploring
opportunities.”

The statements came after
allegations that Foxconn dis-
criminated against married
women at its factory and re-
stricted workers within dormi-
tories.

Industries minister T R B
Rajaa said gender equality is
an importantgoal of DMK govt

and called the facility first-of-
its-kind in the country.

The industrial housing pro-
ject inaugurated at Sipcot In-
dustrial Park in Vallam Vada-
gal near Sriperumbudur is
spread over 20 acres and can
house 18,720 workers in 13
blocks, each with 10 floors.
Each dormitory style room
houses six beds. It has indoor
and outdoor games area, play-
ing court, one megawatt roof-
top solar power plant, power
backup, dining facility, CCTV
and other amenities.

It gets 2498 crore from State
Bank of India and ¥37.44 crore
central grant under affordable
rental housing scheme. Rest is
funded by Sipcot. As per ar-
rangement, Foxconn will pay
Sipcotarent for the facility and
it'sfree for women workers.

Source: The Times of India, 18 August 2024, p.4

Lemon grass oil extraction unit to come up in |
Gudalur, to be manned by tribal people

S SENTHIL KUMAR @ Nilgiris

AS part of its initiative to im-
prove the livelihood of tribal
people, the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department, with contribu-
tions received umder CSR fund-
ing, is setting up a lemon grass
oil extraction and distillation
unit at the Genepool Park in
Nadugani near Gudalur. The
unit is expected to start func-
tioning in two months. It will
be fully managed by tribal peo-

ple who will be allowed to har-
vest lemon grass (cvmbopogon)
in Gudalur forest division,
where it grows in abundance.

Lemon grass oil is used as air
freshener and in skin care
products. The principal chemi-
cal constituents citronella,
geraniol and citronellol are an-
tiseptics and can be used as
household disinfectants.

The oil is also used in the
manufacture of mosquito re-
pellents. One litre of lemon

taken forward by his successor
Venkatesh Prabhu. Bengaluru-
based Ananda Theertha Aro-
matic Oils Company has donat-
ed 15 lakh for setting up the
distillation unit.

“Wewill engage tribal people
from Kozhikuzhi. The revenue
generated through the unit will
be invested under the Eco De-
velopment Committee and will
be shared with the tribal peo-
ple. This isa win-win situation
as locals will get revenue gen-

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 August 2024, p.4

<

Lemon grass kept at the Genepool Eco
park at Naduganinear Gudalur | exeress

eration opportunity and ecolo-
gy of the region would be pro-
tected,” said the officials.

Out of the 14,500 hectares un-
der Gudalur forest division,
lemon grass grows on maore
than 2,000 hectares. The initia-
tive would be helpful for the
Tamil Nadu forest department
in two ways since the removal
of lemon grass from the forest
would benefit the free move-
ment of wild animals and also
create employvment opportuni-

TEN Vol. | Issue 4 | August 2024 | Page 18

Availabie aplenty

Out of the 14,500 hectares under
Gudalur forest division, lemon
grass grows on maore than 2,000
hectares

erass oil produced in the unit is
likely to be priced between
F1,000-F1,500, forest department
sources said.

The unit was conceived by
former Gudalur forest division
DFO Kommu Omkaram and

ties for tribal people.

Veeramani, forest range of-
ficer of Nadugani, said, “The
company is in the final stage of
installing the equipment. It will
then provide training to tribal
people who would be employed
here.”

Recently, the Genepool Eco
Park emploved 35 tribal people
and Sri Lankan repatriates for
salaries ranging between 9,000
-12,500 depending on their work
role.



Detailed techno-economic
report on Parandur airport
submitted to T.N. government

The comprehensive report submitted by TIDCO serves as a blueprint for the project, detailing

the phase-wise development of the airport, the master plan, and the various surveys required

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he detailed techno-
Teconomic report
for the proposed

airport in Parandur has
been submitted to the
State government.

The comprehensive re-
port, which serves as a
blueprint for the project,
was prepared by the Tamil
Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (TID-
CO).

It will be forwarded
shortly for final project
clearance, officials said.

Louis  Berger was
brought on board for the
preparation of the report
that has details of the
phase-wise development
of the airport, the master
plan, various surveys re-
quired for project, and fi-
nancial models to establish
accessibility to the site and
transform it into a hub.

According to a source,
the report was completed
recently. “We have given

Going forward: The proposed airport will come up on

2,173 hectares of land in Parandur. FILE PHOTO

the report to the State go-
vernment and have made a
presentation as well. They
asked us to make some
changes in the report. It
will be done shortly, and
then resent to the State go-
vernment,” the source
said. The site clearance for
the project was received
from the Centre a few
weeks ago.

Meanwhile, following
the first meeting and pre-

Source: The Hindu, 8 August 2024, p.4

sentation regarding the en-
vironmental clearance, the
Expert Appraisal Commit-
tee of the Centre granted
the issuance of Terms of
Reference (ToR) to under-
take the Environmental
Impact Assessment.

The proposed airport
will come up on 2,173 hec-
tares of land, of
which 1,386.43 hectares
are used for irrigation pur-
pose. Waterbodies com-
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prise a total of 576.74 hec-
tares of this land. The
project will affect
over 1,000 families, and
36,635 trees will be axed
for its implementation.

A host of studies
The Committee has direct-
ed TIDCO to carry out a
host of studies, including
the social impact of reloca-
tion of the families; the
hydrological
impact on catchment
areas, the wetlands, and
wildlife; bird movement;
and the list of archaeologi-
cal sites in the vicinity.
TIDCO should also
get clearances from the Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia and the Tamil Nadu
State Wetland Authority.
“We are estimating that it
may take about 12-18
months to finish these re-
ports and get the appro-
vals. Simultaneously, we
are also planning to speed
up the land acquisition
process,” another source
said.



Startup launches rocket,
locates it In sea for recovery

Rhumi-1 Releases 3 Cube Satellites, 50 Pico Satellites

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: A city startup,
Space Zone India, launched
the reusable hybrid rocket
Rhumi-1 from a hydraulic
mobile launchpad near Thi-
ruvidanthai on East Coast
Road on Saturday morning
andlocated inthe Bay of Ben-
gal hours later for recovery
on Sunday. The 3.5-metre-
tall, 80kg sounding rocket re-
leased three cube satellites
and 50 pico satellites, to gath-
er data on cosmic radiation,
ozone levels, toxic content,
andair quality.

Anand Megalingam,
founder and CEO of Space
Zone India, said the rocket,
launched at a 70-degree incli-
nation, reached a maximum
altitude of 35 km before re-
leasing its payloads and de-
scending into the seausinga
parachute. “The rocket was
located 1.8 km from the coast,
and recovery by scuba divers
is planned for Sunday. The
mission collected valuable
data, including acceleration
and vibration, which will
help us in developing our
nextrocket,” he said.

At 7.30am, the rocket en-
gine ignited at the click of a
button, but there was a slight
delay in liftoff due to the
combustion process using
solid wax fuel and nitrous ox-
ideasan oxidizer.

The launch was also de-
layed as fuel filling was
paused due to visitor move-
ment near the launchpad.
Most of the rocket is reusa-

Pics: R Ramesh Shankar

LIFT-OFF: (clockwise) The reusable
hybrid rocket Rhumi-1; students
witness the launch live on a screen
a few kilometres away from the
launch area; Mylswamy Annadurai
with Anand Megalingam

ble exceptforthecone, which
separated to release the sat-
ellites.

“The challenge now is to
analyse the data on how
much of therocketisinreus-
able condition and what is
the level of refurbishment
needed. Our aim is 80% of
the hardware should be usa-
ble. Also, this can now be
used asaneducational tool to
teach students to build rock-
ets,” said Mylswamy Annad-
urai, former Isro director
who guided the startup team.

Source: The Times of India, 25 August 2024, p.4

Nearly 4,000 students,
who had a hands-on experi-
ence to build the rocket, wit-
nessed the launch live on a
screen afew kilometres from
thelaunch area.

“I am passionate about
space science, and I watched
a rocket launch live for the
first time. I had a hands-on
experience when the rocket
was built and met scientists.
I aspire to become a theoreti-
cal physicist,” said Ayan
Gandhi, a Class VII student
from Vijapur, Gujarat.
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Ministerforcivilaviation
Kinjarapu Rammohan Nai-
du hailed the launch as a sig-
nificant leap for India’s aero-
space industry, while state
minister for environment
and climate change Siva V
Meyyanathan emphasized
its role in a sustainable fu-
ture.

Megalingam said they
are now developing a two-
stage Rhumi-2 rocket, which
will be capable of reaching
250km altitude with 250kg
payload.



Employment

The state has unleashed targeted policy measures to boost entrepreneurship by women and their
participation in the organised workforce as part of its journey towards a $1 trillion economy

1IN LOOKS TO WOMEN
TO BOOST GROWTH

 NUMBERS

42%:

India are in Tamil Nadu

4,400

of the 9,000-plus startups in TN
have at least one woman
co-founder

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu is betting big on

women - both in terms of entre-

preneurship as well as manufac-

turing muscle - to achieve its

target of a $1 trillion economy.

Already the state accounts for

% of women working in factories nationally;

and its percentage of women in the work force

is above the national average at 35% in rural

areas and 23% to 25% in urban areas. “As we

aim for a $1 trillion economy, women’s contribu-

tions in startups, MSMEs and various indus-

tries are crucial,” says state industries minister

T R B Rajaa. “Focused policies such as DEI

payroll subsidy for new investments, training

of women under Naan Mudhalvan, Pudhumai

Penn scheme, free bus pass scheme, various

initiatives under TN Rise and women-centric

incentives at StartUp TN, are not only about

gender equality but also about harnessing a

powerful economic force through women’s en-

trepreneurship and workforce participation,”
he adds.

Given Tamil Nadu’s industrial
diversification in recent times, this is a smart
strategy. Economists agree that the state needs
more than incremental investments to propel
it to the $1 trillion target. That’s why TN has
been diversifying aggressively towards R&D
driven investments in new-age sectors. “There
is an alignment of sectors we are promoting
with women’'s employment. Electronics, for
instance, is women friendly as is non-leather
footwear production. TN is a labour resource
state, so women are a critical factor in our
economic growth,” says industries secretary V
Arun Roy.

A series of coordinated initiatives point to
the govt’s thinking. Recently the state govt

Source: The Times of India, 5 August 2024, p.2

95,550

women
have been trained so far this
““year at the Entrepreneurship
Development and Innovation
Institute, Govt of TN

»200

startups led by
women have got
. funding from
Tanseed

launched TN Rise (Tamil Nadu Rural Incubator
& Startup Enabler) to create more women-led
startups in rural areas. An initiative of the
state-owned Tamil Nadu Rural Transformation
Project, this platform gets money from the
World Bank and will guide both women
entrepreneurs and enterprise groups. “TN Rise
will help entrepreneurs in the unorganised
sector scale up, diversify products base,
leverage govt schemes for financial
support and use marketing linkages. g
Asaprecursor to the launch, weran
bootcamps in all districts asking
women entrepreneurs facing
challenges to come forward,” says
S Divyadharshini, MD of Tamil
Nadu Corporation for Development °
of Women. Of the nearly 3,000 whodid,
the scheme has identified a first batch of

200 who will be trained, guided and supported,
she adds.

TN Rise is the latest platform to focus on
women entrepreneurship. The MSME
department has been working on funding as
well as skilling, and offering market linkages.
“There are more than 4,400 women-led startups
with at least one woman as co-founder out of
the 9,000-plus startups in TN,” says Archana
Patnaik, MSME secretary. Under EDII
(Entrepreneurship Development and

Innovation Institute, Govt of Tamil Nadu) last
financial year, 7,556 women entrepreneurs were
trained and this year till date about 5,550 have
been trained, she says. “Apart from exclusive
mentorship and acceleration support, financial
incentives are also being given. For example,
25% of Tanseed seed funding is earmarked (for
women) with funding raised to 15 lakh from
Z10lakh,” says Patnaik. So far, 51 such startups
have benefited (combined funding of 5.8 crore).
Similarly, under TN SC/ST Startup Fund, nine
women-led startups have benefited (with
combined funding of 5.6 crore). “Tansidco has
also established five industrial parks exclusively
for women,” she adds.

And, under Annal Ambedkar Business
Champions Scheme launched a year ago for SC/
ST entrepreneurs, 288 women got loans worth
62.87 crore with subsidy of 233.09 crore, says
Patnaik. “This is important because it is not
just credit facilitation but also training and help
with marketing linkages. Similarly, under
PMFME, specifically food processing, in the last
three years, 2,419 women entrepreneurs have
benefited,” she says.

The MSME focus on women
entrepreneurship is part of a broader focus on
women development outlined in the Tamil
Nadu State Policy for Women 2024 launched
earlier this year. At a panel discussion by
Women Business Council of the MCCI, Pooja
Kulkarni, CEO, Tamil Nadu Infrastructure
Development Board, had explained why this
policy dovetails with the state’s economic
targets. The Tamil Nadu govt is looking to
promote industries that will help bring women
from informal to formal employment and that
requires improved skilling. To that end, the
Skill Development Corporation is imparting
skills in Al electronics, programming, logistics,
hospitality, management and health care, she

had said.

To this end, the govt is partnering
with industry in terms of training
and internships that make students
job worthy. Industry, for its part,
understands how important that
collaboration is. With TN becoming
¥ a hub for manufacturing and tech

centres, there'sa “huge appetite from
the private sector”, says Dr Lakshmi
Venu, director, TAFE. To really grow,
industry needs “skilled talent on a large scale”
s0 “it will be essential to bring women into this
sector, both in manufacturing and
entrepreneurship”. The way forward, she says,
is “partnerships between education and
industry Tamil Nadu has a strong university
ecosystem and both industry and university
have a history of working together.” This, she
says, will create a favourable “environment to
attract more manufacturing-fuelled growth by
attracting more women into manufacturing”.
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TN startups generated nearly
10L jobs in1 year: Srivats Ram

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
hosts more than 120 startup
incubators and about 5,000
startups in Chennai alone,
said Srivats Ram, chair-
man of CII Tamil Nadu
state council. Speaking at
Tamil Nadu Startup Sum-
mit 2024 organised by the
CII, he said, “This thriving
startups ecosystem has
generated nearly a million
jobs in the past year, mak-
ing Tamil Nadu a key play-
er in driving innovation
and employment.”

Tanfund has already
secured more
thanz80 crore and
formed partnerships
with 200 VC firms,
said Sivarajah
Ramanathan

StartupTN is actively
working to attract more
venture capitalists to in-
vestin Tamil Nadu through
initiatives like Tanfund,
said Sivarajah Ramanath-
an, chief executive of the
startup promotion agency.

Source: The Times of India, 31 August 2024, p.7

He said Tanfund has al-
ready secured over %80
crore and formed partner-
ships with 200 VC firms.

CK Ranganathan, co-
chairman of the CII Na-
tional Startup Council said
it is important to view fail-
ure as a catalyst for growth
rather than a setback, pro-
moting a culture of risk-
taking and learning from
mistakes, he said, adding
that implementing sup-
portive policies to mitigate
financial risks for startups
can lead to significant em-
ployment opportunities.

More than 2.03 lakh people got
jobs at camps in 3 years: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Over 2.03 lakh people have
got jobs in the private sec-
tor through the employ-
ment camps organised in
the past three years in Ta-
mil Nadu, the Labour Wel-
fare and Skill Development
Department said on
Friday.

A sum of T86.59 crore in
financial assistance was gi-
ven to more than 56,000
unemployed youths, whe-
reas ¥36.92 crore was pro-
vided to over 14,000 un-
employed persons with
physical disabilities, an of-

ficial press release said.

Over 16 lakh people had
registered themselves with
20 welfare boards for
workers in the unorgan-
ised sector, and over
1,550 crore in assistance
had been given to them.
The Tamil Nadu Labour
Welfare Board had distri-
buted ¥14.99 crore in assis-
tance to over 26,600 mem-
bers, the press release
added.

The Tamil Nadu Plat-
form Based Gig Workers’
Welfare Board and the Ta-
mil Nadu Salt Pan Workers’
Welfare Board had been
constituted, and the go-

Source: The Hindu, 24 August 2024, p.8
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vernment had increased
the pension for workers in
the unorganised sector
from 1,000 to 1,200, it
said. “Owing to the steps
taken by conciliation offic-
ers, strikes and disputes
have been resolved in 41
organisations through set-
tlement and the rights and
employment of 13,825
workers have been protect-
ed,” the press release said.
Over 7,100 industrial
disputes were resolved am-
icably, it said. The release
listed the initiatives of the
Labour Welfare and Skill
Development Department
over the past three years.



TN got %9 lakh cr
Investments, 31L

jobs in 3 yrs: CM
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

TAMIL NADU has attracted investments
worth over ¥9 lakh crore in the last three
yvears and generated 31 lakh new jobs, Chief
Minister M K Stalin said on Wednesday.

Speaking at the Tamil Nadu Investment
Conclave held in Chennai, Stalin inaugurat-
ed 19 new projects worth ¥17,616 crore and
laid the foundation for 28 projects valued at
¥51,157 crore with an employment potential
of 1.06 lakh jobs.

“The fact that more than 130 Fortune 500
companies have chosen Tamil Nadu for in-
vestment stands testimony to the state’s abil-
ity to attract investments,” the CM said. He
exhorted the industrialists who participated
in the event to become ambassadors of the
state to attract more investors to Tamil

Nadu.

< “This is a very important
@™ oy in the industrial and de-
‘q-.aE"“ velopment history of Tamil
Nadu. It is a day that show-
Cases OUr economic prowess
to the world, and a day to re-
alise that Tamil Nadu has a

bright future,” Stalin said. Indus-
tries Minister T R B Rajaa said that Tamil
Nadu is the number one destination for in-
vestors who come to India.

“(3lobal investors who come to India look
for a safe working place for women, infra-
structure, and a proper governance maodel
and government in place. Tamil Nadu offers
them all,” Rajaa said.

The biggest investment that was realised
after the signing of the memoranda of un-
derstanding (MoU) at the recent Global In-
vestors Meet is the $36,238-crore green hy-
drogen project of Singapore-based Sembeorp
planned in Thoothukudi for which the foun-
dation stone was laid by the CM on Wednes-
day. The project will result in the production
of India’s first green hyvdrogen molecule at
the plant to be set up on 160 acres of land
belonging to VOC Port in Thoothukudi. p9

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 August 2024, p.1
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Pact inked for 250-cr research centre in
TN with potential to generate 1,500 jobs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE product development and man-
ufacturing facility for semicondue-
tor equipment to come up at Sulur
in Coimbatore will generate 300
jobs, Ramakant Alapathy, Chairman
and CEOQ, and Prabhat Mishra, CFO,
Yield Engineering Systems, signed
the agreement.

The state also inked a pact with
Microchip Technology, a semicon-
ductor supplier of smart, connected,
and secure embedded control solu-
tions for a variety of applications
(5G, EVs, 10T, data centers, etc), for
setting up a research and develop-
ment centre in semiconductor tech-
nology in Chennai at an investment
of ¥250 crore generating 1,500 jobs.

Microchip Technology, which is a
Fortune 500 company with facilities
in US, China, Thailand and South
Korea, has been operating in Chen-
nai since 2012 with around 550 em-
plovees. Patrick Johnson, Senior
Corporate Vice President and Bruce
Wever, Corporate Vice President,
Microchip Technology, took part in

300 US firms inTN

Highlighting that over 300
American companies, including
many prominent ones, have
already established their units in
Tamil Madu, Stalin said, “"Maore
companies should join this list.”

the event. Infinx Healthcare, a
healthcare technology company
headquartered in San Jose, Califor-
nia, signed a deal to set up a technol-
ogy and global delivery centre at
ELCOT, Madurai, with an invest-
ment of Rs 50 crore generating em-
ployment to 700 people. Radhika
Tandon, Chief Marketing Officer,
Infinx Healthcare, signed the Moll
An agreement was also signed
with Applied Materials, one of the
world's largest semiconductor and
display equipment companies head-
quartered in Santa Clara, Califor-
nia, for setting up an advanced arti-
ficial intelligence-enabled
technology development centre for
semiconductor manufacturing and

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 August 2024, p.9

equipment at Taramani in Chennai
with a potential to generate 500 jobs.
The company had established sales,
service and field support facilities
in Chennai and service and field
support facilities in Coimbatore.

PayPal, the US-based financial
technology company, which already
employs more than 2,500 people in
Chennai, signed an agreement to set
up an advanced development centre
focused on AI with a target to pener-
ate 1,000 jobs.

Speaking at the conclave, Stalin
said Tamil Nadu has one of the fast-
est grow ing economies in the world.
With more than 39,000 factories and
2.6 million industrial workers,
Tamil Nadu is one of the leading in-
dustrial states in India, he said.

Highlighting that over 300 Ameri-
can companies, including many
prominent ones, have established
their units in Tamil Nadu, Chief
Minister Stalin said, “More compa-
nies should join this list. We also re-
quest the companies that already
have a presence to further expand
their businesses.”

Database of temporary cleanliness workers soon

This will help TAHDCO keep track of possible beneficiaries; 2.5 lakh temporary workers have been identified so far

NIRUPAMA VISWANATHAN @ Chennai

OVER the last three months,
Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar Hous-
ing and Development Corpora-
tion Ltd (TAHDCO) has been
working with local bodies from
across the state to identify tem-
porary sanitary workers
through manpower agencies in
order to put together an inte-
grated database.

The database will help TAH-
DCO identify and keep track of
possible beneficiaries without
them having to approach the
corporation.

Manually, it has been able to
register only around 74,000 tem-
porary sanitary workers.
Through the recent initiative,
they have so far identified
around 2.5 lakh temporary
workers including sweepers,
those engaged in housekeeping

4
i .
The newly registered sanitary workers will be issued smart cards instead of the
physical yellow cards that are being issued now | marTiLouis

in government hospitals, malls
etc. These numbers are now be-
ing verified and the project is
expected to be completed in an-

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 August 2024, p.4

auty

other two weeks, the officials
said.

“Once the software is ready;
the workers will receive SMS

updates on schemes and how to
apply for them. The goal is to
reach out to as many beneficiar-
ies as possible instead of wait-
ing for them to come to us. We
don’t even insist on (employ-
ment) IDs for registration be-
cause some may have them and
some may not,” said a senior
official.

Onee verified, the newly reg-
istered members will be issued
smart cards instead of the phys-
ical vellow cards that are now
issued,along with unigue codes.
The new system will also help
officials track possible drop-
outs among children of sani-
tary workers, especially girls,
and also help officials pick up
on other developments that sug-
gest the beneficiary might be in
need of intervention.

“The system is designed to
pop up alerts if a beneficiary
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has applied for scholarship for
his/her daughter in one partic-
ular class but has not collected
it the next year. We would then
be able to coordinate with the
school education department to
find out why this happened,”
the official said.

Under the Cleanliness Work-
ers Welfare Board, temporary
workers and cleanliness work-
ers are entitled to accident in-
surance schemes, 10 types of
scholarships for their children
depending on the class/course,
marriage and maternity assist-
ance, old age pension and may
even apply to reimburse pur-
chase of spectacles.

Since it is usual for workers
to migrate to other professions,
a field verification has been
proposed for every 35 years to
ensure their eligibility for the
schemes.



MEGA FACILITY TOHOUSE 18K
WOMEN WORKFORCE OPENED

Stalin inaugurates project: govt enters deal with Foxconn to rent it

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin in
the presence of Foxconn Chair-
man Young Liu inaugurated the
SIPCOT Mega Industrial Hous-
ing Facility in Vallam Vadagal,
Kancheepuram district, on
Satvrday.

The project, spread over an
areaof 20 acres and constructed
at a cost of FT706.50 crore, is de-
signed to ofter safe, and comfort-
able housing for the industrial
women workforce. The housing
complex comprises 13 blocks,
each with 10 floors and can ac-
commodate a total of 18,720 em-
ployees. The state government
has entered into a contract with
Foxconn to rent the facility to
the company to use tor its wom-
en emplovees.

The complex is designed in a
dormitory style, with each room
having six beds and a block
housing 240 rooms intotal. It has
mndoor and outdoor games area,
garden, open gvm, rooftop solar
power panels, CCTV cameras
and other facilities.

Speaking at the event, Stalin
highlighted that Foxeonn, with
an investment of 2000 crore,
provides employment to around
41,000 workers, of whom 35,000
are women. He further added
the state is implementing nu-
merous schemes for women's

Chief Minister MK Stalin inaugurating the mega industrial housing facility | exeeess

growth, contributing to Tamil
MNadu having a higher percent-
age of women employvees in in-
dustries across the country, with
women making up 42% of the
workiorce.

He said that the present “Dra-
vidian model” of government in
the state has been making ef-
forts to make Tamil Nadu the
forerunner not just in the coun-
try but in South Asia.

He also mentioned that while
SIPCOT currently operates 63
childeare centres, more are
planned for its industrial parks
to further support working
mothers.

Liu praised Tamil Nadu as a
sustainable investment destina-
tion for the company. He empha-
sised that the housing complex

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 August 2024, p.6
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ensures safety for women at
work and offers a sustainable
living environment. He said
women, including married
women, form a big part of the
company’s workforce and great-
ly contribute to the company.
Sabrin A (40), a Foxconn em-
plovee, told TVIE, “After 4 vears
at Foxeconn, I am finally going to
enjoy a peaceful stay near my
workplace. Living in Perambur, I
always had to travel long distanc-
es for waork. However, being in
close proximity to my workplace
will now give me the work-life
balance I've been longing for.”
Industries Minister TRB Ra-
Jjaa drove Lin personally in his
car from Chennal airport to the
facility, the video of which was
widelv shared on social media.



Performance of state govt school
students in NEET improves

HOW GOVT QUOTA WORKS

Pushpa Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The cutoffs for govt
school students admitted to
govt medical colleges under
the 7.5% quota rose by up to
140 marks in reserved catego-
ries inround 1 of MBBS/BDS
counselling compared to
2023.

This year, the biggest dif-
ference was seen in the SC
(Arundathiyar) category,
where the last student togeta
govt medical college seat had
ascore of 487/720 marks com-
pared to 347 in 2023. In the ST
category, the cutoff was 440,
93 marks more than last year.
In 2021 and 2022, the cut-off for
SCwas 281 and 249,

In2021, Tamil Nadu imple-
mented a horizontal quota in
medical and dental colleges
for govt school students who
had and cleared the National
Eligibility cam Entrance Test
(NEET). Tuition fees, boar-
ding and lodging are covered
by the govt. “This quota was
introduced to increase access
to medical education for stu-
dents from underprivileged
backgrounds,” health mini-
ster Ma Subramanian said.

“We are happy to see ma-
ny students taking up medici-
ne now,” he said. Even witho-
ut NEET, the number of govt
students joining medical col-
leges was low. Once NEET
was introduced, this number

> The state surrenders | 7,5% GOVT SCHOOL QUOTA CUTOFF, ROUND 1
15% of its seats in
government medical 600 %% [ w2024 =2023 ==2022 == 2021 :
under the all India quota 521
o 495 487

> In the remaining 85% 500 °
of the seats - 32% are * "‘"'-o/ 161~
under open category ® o
and 69% are reserved for | 400 |- 375 3£5 >
BC (26.5), BCM (3.5), ® 347 348 347 347
MBC (20%), SC (15%), \o/ \o ] ®
SCA (3%) and ST (1%). 295 281
The horizontal 300 - zzg 261 4 255 258 °
reservation carves out '--..._.——""2?4 ° o—,
seats without breaking 263 % Sje— 25 29
the e ofreservaion e I I
» Students will be
allotted seats in -
government, self- — % a0 ol 9253000 SC (Arundathiyar)
financing colleges or dents quotz quota seats ® e
private universities and
Hhe tooe BivTha:cosuse 2021 514 710
along with boarding and 2022 518 705
lodging will be borne by
the I 2023 569 720

dwindled to single digits, he were 496 MBBS seats and 126 “Repeaters can bespoilers

said. There haven’t been addi-
tions to seats in govt colleges
since 2021, but the state has
managed to increase the
number of MBBS seats for
govt school students. In 2020-
21, 435 out of 5,567 undergra-
duate medical and dentistry
seats were reserved for govt
school students. In 2024, there

Source: The Times of India, 28 August 2024, p.4

BDS seats. Most students take
a break and get enrolled in
private coaching schools to
prepare themselves for the
exam. “At least 80% of the
candidates on the 7.5% quota
rank list were repeaters. In
the top ten, almost all of them
wererepeatersin2024,”saida
senior official.
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in NEET. Where is the level
playing field in the exam
when a graduate or postgra-
duate competes with a 17-ye-
ar-old who hascleared class12
exam. At least in this catego-
ry; thestate govt should havea
cap on repeaters,” said stu-
dent counsellor Manickavel
Arumugam.



Centre ‘subtly’ reiterates
that Tamil Nadu adopt
National Education Policy

The message came in a communication from the Union Education Ministry a few days ago. It was

in response to the State’s request for the release of funds under the Samagra Shiksha scheme

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he Centre has reit-
I erated its position,
rather subtly, to the

Tamil Nadu government
that it should adopt the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

A communication to
this effect was received
from the Union Ministry of
Education a few days ago.
It was in response to the
State’s request for the re-
lease of funds - approxi-
mately ¥750 crore initially
— under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme. State go-
vernment officials observe
that there has been no ov-
ert message from the
Centre, linking the imple-
mentation of the NEP to
the release of funds under
Samagra Shiksha scheme,
but it has informally been
made clear to them what
the State should do.

The Samagra Shiksha
scheme is aimed at univer-
salising access to school
education; promoting
equity through the inclu-
sion of disadvantaged
groups and weaker sec-
tions; and improving the
quality of education across

Source: The Hindu, 2 August 2024, p.4
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all levels of school educa-
tion from pre-primary to
Class XII. For the current
year, the Centre’s share has
been fixed at 32,152 crore
and the State’s share at
31,434 crore. Essentially,
funds under the scheme
help pay the salaries of ele-
mentary and secondary
education teachers in the
State.

The communication has
advised the State to sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the
Centre for the PM Schools
for Rising India (PM SHRI),
as originally envisaged.
This means that the State

has to implement, to quote
the proforma MoU, “all the
provisions of the National
Education Policy
(NEP)-2020 in entirety
within the entire State” be-
cause the main objective is
to showcase the imple-
mentation of the NEP
through the PM SHRI
schools. The number of
these schools is expected
to exceed 14,500 across the
country in a couple of
years, with more than 20
lakh students. The aim, ac-
cording to the Centre, is to
ensure that these schools
emerge as “exemplar
schools” over a period of

time and offer leadership
to other schools in the
neighbourhood.

But the State’s position
is that while it favours tak-
ing part in PM SHRI (in res-
pect of which the State ex-
pressed its willingness in
March), it is not for linking
the scheme with the NEP.
There are “three strong
reasons” for the State’s un-
willingness to follow the
NEP in its entirety — lan-
guage formula, entry age
for students, and the level
at which vocational educa-
tion is introduced. The
three-language formula, an
entry age of above three
with the pedagogic struc-
ture of 5+3+3+4, and im-
parting vocational educa-
tion from Class VI are
among the features of the
NEP. But the State is for the
two-language formula, five
years as the entry age with
the pedagogic structure of
5+3+2+2, and vocational
education from Class XI.

However, the Centre’s
stand is that even Samagra
Shiksha has been rede-
signed and aligned with
the NEP, whose 86 recom-
mendations have been in-
corporated  into  the
scheme.

Source: The Hindu, 10 August 2024, p.8

T.N. government will continue
prioritising education: Stalin

Speaking at Loyola College’s centenary celebrations, he says obstacles to education have emerged

in new forms to dilute its significance. These hurdles will be faced politically, the Chief Minister says

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

here were “obsta-
cles” to education
in “new forms” and

talks aimed at diluting its
significance had emerged,
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
said on Thursday, and ad-
ded that he would face
these politically.

Speaking at the centen-
ary celebrations of Loyola
College here, he said his
government had been ac-
cording priority to educa-
tion and would continue to
do so.

He emphasised that stu-
dents should continue
their pursuit of education.

Underlining the identity
of Loyola among other
educational institutions,
he expressed disappoint-
ment that he was not a stu-
dent of the institution.

Tracing the legacy of
Loyola College to its foun-
der and Jesuit priest Fr.
Francis Bertram, S.J., Mr.

Chennai Jesuit Province's Provincial Rev. J. lrudayaraja, S.J.

presenting a memento to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at the Loyola
College centenary celebration on Thursday. R. RAGU

Stalin said the institution
opened its gates for stu-
dents from various socio-
economic backgrounds at
a time when only a few
were considered privileged
to pursue higher educa-
tion.

As  Loyola figured
among the top 10 institu-
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tions in the country, he
said many institutions with
similar standing were in
Tamil Nadu and recalled
the efforts taken by the Jus-
tice Party to develop edu-
cation in the State.

“We follow the path
paved by the Justice Party.
Naturally, we accorded

priority to education, have
been doing so, and will
continue to do so,” Mr. Sta-
lin said.

Pointing out that his son
and Minister of Youth Wel-
fare and Sports Develop-
ment Udhayanidhi Stalin
was an alumnus of Loyola
College, Mr. Stalin said his
visit to the college on
Thursday was not just as
the Chief Minister but also
as the parent of a former
student.

Assembly Speaker M.
Appavu, Ministers K. Pon-
mudy and P.K. Sekarbabu,
Chennai Central MP Daya-
nidhi Maran, Legislators N.
Ezhilan and S. Inigo Iru-
dayaraj, State Minorities
Commission chairperson
Fr. Joe Arun, S.]., Chennai
Jesuit Province’s Provincial
Rev. ]. Irudayaraja, S.J.,
Rector Rev. Antony Robin-
son, S.]., Secretary Rev. B.
Jeyaraj, S.]., and Principal
Rev. A. Louis Arockiaraj,
S.J., were among those pre-
sent.



“I.N. to fund education of govt.
school students in top institutes’

CM Stalin says the government will also bear the initial cost of travel for those who have been admitted to

prestigious institutions in other countries. He listed the steps being taken to develop school education in TN.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu govern-
T ment will bear the

higher educational ex-
penses of students from State
government schools who
have been admitted to presti-
gious institutions in various
parts of the country, Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin said on
Friday.

The government would al-
so bear the initial cost of tra-
vel for students of State go-
vernment  schools  who
enrolled in prestigious institu-
tions abroad, he said.

A total of 447 students from
State government schools had
been admitted to institutions
in India and abroad. Of them,
14 students enrolled in higher
educational institutions in Ja-
pan, Malaysia, and Taiwan,
among other countries. Stu-
dents had also been admitted

il

_Pat on the back: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin felicitating a student at an event

held in Chennai on Friday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

to Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) and National In-
stitutes of Technology (NITs).

At an event held at Anna
Centenary Library, Mr. Stalin
felicitated such students from
government schools.

He also commended the
parents as well as the teachers

Source: The Hindu, 3 August 2024, p.5

for the achievements of these
students. Addressing officials
of other countries present at
the function, he appealed to
them to take care of these stu-
dents “like their own chil-
dren” and provide them with
all support.

In 2022, 75 students se-

cured admission to such insti-
tutions.

This figure rose to 274 in
2023, Mr. Stalin said. So far
this year, 447 students had se-
cured admission, and the ad-
mission process was still un-
der way at many institutions,
he added.

Mr. Stalin listed the steps
being taken by the govern-
ment to develop school edu-
cation in the State.

As aresult of the Pudhumai
Penn scheme, the number of
women in higher education
had increased by 34%, he
said. The Chief Minister also
handed over appointment or-
ders to 448 candidates, who
were recently recruited by the
Tamil Nadu Public Service
Commission to various posts.

Ministers K. Ponmudy, Ma.
Subramanian, P.K. Sekarba-
bu, and Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhi, and senior officials
were present.

CM launches ‘Tamil Puthalvan’ scheme

J Jacksor

‘DMK Schemes
Aim At Financial
Independence
For Women’

Times News NETwWORK

Coimbatore: Chief minis-
ter M K Stalin on Friday said
the state govt was designing
schemes to ensure financial
independence for women
and education for youth.

“These two elements are
the foundation for social jus-
tice. The govt is chalking out
several schemes to achieve
these two goals,” Stalin said
in Coimbatore after launch-
ing the ‘Tamil Puthalvan’
scheme. The scheme offers
%1,000 every month to college
students, who completed
their schooling in govt and
aided schools.

“The aim is to increase
enrolment in colleges. Every

Source: The Times of India, 10 August 2024, p.8

A L
FOR POSTERITY: Chief minister M K Stalin at the launch of Tamil

Puthalvan scheme at the Coimbatore govt arts college on Friday

Ukkadam flyover
opened to traffic

Coimbatore: The duration to
travel from Ukkadam to
Athupalam has been cut from
30minutesto10minutesasa
new flyover was openedto
traffic on Friday. Chief
minister MK Stalin
inaugurated the flyover built
atz481crore. Thefour-lane
flyover stretches toadistance
of 3.8km. Police have warned
motorists notto overspeed on
the flyoverand have also
planned to suspend traffic at
night during weekends. v

child should pursue higher
education. Not a single stu-
dent should go off track after
schooling,” he said. The govt
has allotted 2320 crore for the
scheme, which would benefit
3.28lakhstudents. Stalinsaid
he had conceptualised the
scheme as a ‘father and fam-
ily member’ of thestudents.

Students who pursue
three-year, four-year and
five-year undergraduate
courses as well as those
studying in polytechnics
would be eligible to receive
%1,000 every month under the
scheme, he said.
“Iwanteach one of youto
complete higher education,

get suitable jobs and excel in
life. That is my dream,” Sta-
linsaid,addingthat he would
monitor the progress of the
“Tamil Puthalvan’ scheme
every year.

Thelarger goal wastocre-
ate a poverty-free knowledge
society and make Tamil Na-
dunumber one in all aspects,
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he said. “I am here to help
you shatter barriers. The
Dravidian model govt will
support you,” Stalin said
while recalling the achieve-
ment of wrestler Vinesh
Phogat.

Responding to a request
from the principal of Coim-
batore govt arts college, Sta-
lin said a hostel building for
girl students and an auditori-
um would be built there,

Senior ministers K Pon-
mudy, E V Velu, S Muthusa-
my, Geetha Jeevan and Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi, and
Coimbatore collector Kran-
thi Kumar Pati attended the
event. BJP MLA Vanathi Sri-
nivasan was also present on
the stage. The scheme was si-
multaneously launched
across the state by DMK min-
isters.

Later, Stalin unveiled an
8.5ft-tall statue of DMK patri-
arch M Karunanidhi and in-
augurated a knowledge cen-
treat Kaniyur in the district.



In2yrs, SMCs help resolve 92K pending issues in schools

School Monitoring Committees, revived in 2022, upload resolutions on mobile app; chief secretary-led panel tracks redressal of complaints

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

FOR over 40 years, electric
poles and live wires posed a se-
rious safety hazard inside the
Tho Jedarpalayam Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School
in Namagiripettai in Namakkal
district. Despite numerous at-
tempts, the issue remained un-
resolved due tolack of effective
coordination with the Tamil
Nadu Generation and Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited
(Tangedco).

However, the School Manage-
ment Committee (SMC), recon-
stituted in the school two years

providing a safer environment
for students.

“The 8.5-acre campus previ-
ously had eight electric poles,
including one in the play-
ground. Their removal address-
es a long-standing safety con-
cern,” said a teacher from the
school. The success at Tho Je-
darpalayam is part of a broad-
er trend where resolutions by
SMCs have helped to effectively
tackle various issues in govern-
ment schools.

In Valparai of Coimbatore
district, 14 out of 44 children
attending the Panchayat Union
Middle School were forced to
walk through a risky forest

submitted several petitions to
resume the service. Earlier this
year, a three-vear-old girl was
attacked by a leopard while
taking this route with her
mother. With the help of the
village chairman, who is part
of the SMC, the bus serv-
ice was resumed recent-
1y.” said M Velmayil,
the headmaster of the
school.

Accordingto sources
in the school education
department, a key inter-
vention that has enabled the
resolution of long-pending is-
sues is the constitution of a
state-level monitoring commit-

said that with increased inter-
departmental coordination af-
ter the formation of SLMC,
they are seeing issues being re-
solved guickly
In 2022, SMCs, mandated un-
der the Right to Education Act,
were revived in govern-
ment schools across the
state. Each SMC has
met 19 times from Sep-
tember 2022 to June
2024. A total of 3,84982
resolutions have been
uploaded to the mobileap-
plication created to monitor
the SMCs” work. Among these,
92,000 have been closed. Nota-
bly, around 10,000 of these in-

route due to the suspension of
bus services to their area dur-
ing the Covid-19 lockdown. “We

ago, brought a resolution. The
SMC’s decision to remove the
poles was recently acted upon,

tee (SLMC) headed by chief sec-
retary to check the progress of
demands from SMCs. Officials

volved inter-department
coordination.
As per the department’s data,

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 August 2024, p.2

It’s golden period for edu,
research in TN, says CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Thursday said the state is wit-
nessing a golden period for
higher education and research
under the present ‘Dravidian
model’ of government.

Speaking at the centenary
vear inaugural celebration of
Loyola College, Stalin said the
regime of the late CM K Kama-
raj was a golden period for
school education and that of
late CM M Karunanidhi was a
golden period for higher educa-
tion. Similarly, it is a golden pe-
riod for higher education and
research under the present
Dravidian model of govern-
ment, he said.

Recalling that there was a
time when education was not
available to all, he said Lovola
College stood apartas it opened
its doors for evervone. “The col-

.

Stalin speaking at the centenary
celebrations of Loyola College | express

lege helped students from so-
cially and economically disad-
vantaged sections to get higher
education,” he said.

Stating that the college is
among the best in the country,
Stalin expressed regret that he
could not study in the institu-
tion. He, however, pointed out
that his son and minister Ud-
havanidhi Stalin was a student
of the college.

among the 10,000 resolutions,
the resolved issues included
renovation of damaged build-
ings (5,004 cases), demolition of
dilapidated structures (998 cas-
es), electrical needs (1,690 cas-
es), and drink ing water connec-
tions (862 cases).

Additionally, SMCs have fa-
cilitated the return of 800 stu-
dents who had dropped outand
enrolled 592 students of school-
going age from neighbour-
hoods. Salem district leads with
the highestnumber of resolved
resolutions (2,392), followed by
Erode {1,097) and Namakkal
(836).

The SMCs, which have a two-
year tenure, will be reconsti-
tuted in the coming months as
part of the department’s ongo-

ing efforts to enhance their
democratic functioning and
improve community involve-
ment. An awareness meeting
for parents on the role of SMCs
is scheduled for Friday (August
2). The department has passed
a series of orders in the past
two years to enhance the im-
portance of SMCs. This in-
cludes making SMC resolutions
mandatory to take up infra-
structure works in schools.

“In addition to resolving de-
partmental issues, SMC mem-
bers have been actively in-
volved in daily operations like
monitoring cleanliness of the
cooking space, quality of food,
and taking turns to help stu-
dents cross the road among oth-
ers,” said an official.

Source: The New Indian Express,

2 August 2024, p.2
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461 CLASS 12 KIDS
WHO MADE IT BIG
GET STALIN’S PAT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ Chennai

DESPITE excelling academi-
cally, M Kowshika from Tiru-
vallur had initially planned
to drop out after Class 12due
to her family's financial situ-
ation. She lives with her
mother, a single parent and a
dailv wage tailor. “Tachieved
the second-highest score in
my school in Class 10. How-
ever, [ thought I should end
my studies after class 12 to
support my mother,” she
said. Thanks to the efforts of
her model school teachers,
Kowshika has completed
Class 12 and is now set to
pursue an integrated MBA
in Data Science and AT at IIT,
Mandi.

She was among the 461
students from government
schools joining premier
higher education institu-
tions, who were felicitated
by CM MK Stalin at Anna
Centenary Library here on
Friday Among these stu-
dents, 14 will be joining in-
stitutions abroad ~10 in Ma-
laysia, three in Taiwan and
one in Japan.

“Government school stu-
dents joining prestigious
higher education institu-
tions is a foundation for so-
cio-economic change. The
initiative wherein model
school students are coached
for entrance examinations
has now been expanded to
all government schools,”
Stalin said on the ocecasion.
He added the government
will cover the 14 students’
first abroad trip cost. The
Chief Minister then distrib-
uted laptops to all the

students.

Though the gover nment
will cover Kowshika's edu-
cation expenses, she re-
mains unclear about how
she will afford the travel and
other costs during the five-
yvear study at IIT. The state
government bore all the ex-
penses when Ivisited the IIT
for counselling. I hope to se-
cure a paid internship or a
part-time job after complet-
ing three years at the insti-
tute. I amnotsure how I will
manage other expenses un-
til then. But I am willing to
struggle hard now so that
my family can be financially
secure in the near future,”
she said.

Most students going
abroad for studies are from
a commerce background
and have been offered fully-
funded scholarships. They
will pursue courses such as
business administration, in-
ternational trade and eco-
nomics. While the Tamil
Nadu government will spon-
sor their first trip, the stu-
dents can save from their
stipends for subseguent
trips, said sources from the
education department.

“The students felicitated
on Friday include 54 persons
with disabilities, who re-
ceived special career guid-
ance. Additionally, 64 stu-
dents from 24 educationally
backward blocks have also
been selected,” said School
Education Minister Anbil
Mahesh Poyvyamozhi at the
event. In 2022, 75 govern-
ment school students re-
ceived admission to premier
institutions. The number in-
creased to 274 in 2023 and 461
this year.

‘

Chief Minister MK Stalin felidtating the government school students who
are set to study in premier higher education institutions | asswisPrasam

Source: The New Indian Express,3 August 2024, p.6
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TNSDC to set up gamified platform
to conduct Olympiad for govt schools

SUBASHINI VIJYAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Skill Develop-
ment Corporation (TNSDC) is
set to introduce a gamified plat-
form that will be integrated
into 13,500 government schools
across the state for conducting
*Naan Mudhalvan Olympiad”
—a competition for gover nment
school students of Classes 6, 7
and 8, to identify, nurture their
cognitive skills at an early
stage.

Similar to hi-tech laborato-
ries, the gamified platform will
be incorporated into the exist-
ing school infrastructure and
will feature grade-appropriate
questions with detailed scoring
mechanisms. The guestions
will assess the students’ apti-
tude and cognitive skills, in-
cluding critical thinking, con-
cept understanding,
problem-solving, logical rea-

RAPIDFIRE

4[] guestions will make up each
session of the olympiad

6{} minutes will be the duration
of each session

m (uestions will asses students’
aptitude, cognitive skills

m Pilot project will be carried out
in selected schools

m Skill-based intervention will
be offered to students based on
analytics

soning, and auditory and visual
processing. The platform will
provide officials with advanced
analytics, real-time perform-
ance insights, engagement lev-
els, and assessment results.
Each session of the Olympi-
ad will last for an hour and
comprise around 40 questions.
As part of the competition,
hackathons will be organised

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 August 2024, p.4

NIRF ranking: Anna University 1+
among state-funded institutions

For sixth year, IIT-M maintains its top position in ‘overall’ and ‘engineering’ categories

in schools. The school educa-
tion department officials said
the hi-tech laboratories — being
established in 7.904 middle
schools at $400 crore — will be
equipped to conduct the
Olvmpiad.

To validate the platform with
respect to accuracy, a pilot
project will be carried out in
selected schools. Mock tests
will be conducted for the stu-
dents to familiarise them with
the assessment format, said the
officials.

Based on the analytics, the
TNSDC and the school educa-
tion department will offer skill-
based intervention and cross-
mentoring opportunities for
students, helping to create de-
tailed talent profiles and foster-
ing their development. Post-
Olvmpiad, steps will be taken
to improve the skills of the stu-
dents, added the officials.

BINITA JAISWAL @Chennai

ANNA University is the best
state government funded uni-
versity in the country as per
the NIRF rankings 2024, re-
leased by the union education
ministry on Monday.

The rankings introduced
three new categories: Open
Universities, Skill Universities
and State Public Universities
(state government funded gov-
ernment universities) this year
and in the introductory edition.
Anna University is ranked as
the top state public university
in the country followed by Ja-
davpur University, Kolkata, and
Savitribai Phule University,
Pune.

In fact, 10 state funded uni-
versities from Tamil Nadu are
placed in the top 50 state public
universities in the country.
Bharathiar University is
ranked 8th while University of
Madras isranked 12.

This is the sixth vear that II'T-

10 state univs in top 50

IIT-M has been ranked first in
engineering category every year
since the inception of NIRF
rankings in 2016. Ten state funded
universities have been placed in
the top 50 state public
universities in the country

Madras has maintained its top
position in both the ‘overall’
and ‘engineering’ categories in
the rankings. It has been ranked
first in the engineering catego-

ry every vear since the incep-
tion of the rankings in 2016.

However, apart from this, the
NIRF report has nothing new
for the state to cheer about as
there is not much improvement
inthe performance of the high-
er educational institutes in
state.

In the overall category, 18 in-
stitutions from Tamil Nadu are
in top 100 and in the universi-
ties category, 22 from the state
feature in the top 100 list. The
figures are similar to last year,
but performance of the major-
ity of the state funded universi-
ties have dropped this vear

There are nine state-funded
universities in the top 100 uni-
versity category, but only four
of them havemanaged to better
their performance. Anna Uni-
versity is ranked 13 this vear
against last vear’'s 14, while
University of Madras’ ranking
has improved to 39 against last
vear’'s 50.

Similarly, Bharathidasan

University has bettered its
ranking from 41 to 36 this vear
while Perivar University has
moved from 59 to 56th position
this year. Amrita Vishwa Vi-
dyapeetham is ranked 7th, Vel-
lore Institute of Technology is
10th while Saveetha Institute of
Medical and Technical Scienc-
es and SRM Institute of Science
and Technology have secured
11th and 12th rank respectively
in the university category

However, the major disap-
pointment is in the college cat-
egory as Presidency College
has dropped to 13th rank this
vear. For the last two years,
Presidency was ranked as the
third best college in the
country

In the innovation category,
IIT-M is in the second rank
while Anna University has se-
cured the 10th position while in
the research category Anna
University’'s position has
dropped to 17th rank against
last year’s 13.
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CoE for advanced manufacturing
to be set up in govt engg colleges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

GOVERNMENT engineering
colleges in the state will soon
have their own centre of excel-
lence (CoE) for advanced manu-
facturing, which will be set up
in collaboration with
MSME department and
industry partners. The
initiative by the high-

er education depart-

ment is aimed at mak-

ing students more
emplovable.

As many global companies
are setting up their manufac-
turing units in Tamil Nadu, the
move will help create skilled
manpower to meet industry
needs. The CoE will train stu-
dents in advanced manufactur-

ing processes and enhance
employability, research, indus-
try-institute collaboration, in-
novation and startups of the
institution.

According to higher educa-
tion officials, Tamil Nadu Cen-

tre Of Excellence For Ad-

vanced Manufacturing

(Tancam) will facilitate

colleges in setting up

% CoE on their campus.

' Tancam will provide

; necessary guidance and

support to the students in-

terested In joining the manu-
facturing sector.

“Fortunately, Tamil Nadu is
attracting companies from var-
ious sectors like aerospace, de-
fence, automotive, electric ve-
hicles and we need the

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 August 2024, p.2

Source: The Hindu, 12 August 2024, p.6

Hostels of Adi
Dravidar and
Tribal Welfare

necessary manpower toensure
that our vouths benefit and get
emploved by these companies.
CoE will train students in a
dedicated domain. Tancam will
provide guidance to create the
courses,” said an official from
the higher education sector.
The department had also
started the Earn While Learn
Diploma Programme last vear,
in which students get employed
during their course. The move
aims to enhance the enrolment
in diploma courses. Courses-
like diploma in digital manu-
facturing technologies were
introduced from the academic
vear 2023-24 1n five gover nment
polytechnic colleges at Jolar-
pettai, Uthangaral, Vanavaasi,
Kadathur, and Kelamangalam.

Department
to get a facelift

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Adi Dravi-
dar and Tribal Welfare De-
partment is set to renovate
and give a facelift to some
of the hostels under its ad-
ministrative control at a
cost of T100 crore this year.
Besides, it has allocated
80 crore towards con-
structing additional build-
ings at the existing accom-
modation facilities.

Official sources said
there are 1,331 Adi Dravidar

welfare hostels under the
administrative control of
the department — 837 for
boys and 494 for girls — be-
nefiting nearly 98,000 stu-
dents. Of these hostels, 81
are functioning on rented
premises.

Some of these hostels
lack adequate infrastruc-
ture, and are in poor con-
dition. The buildings, con-
structed years ago, are
crumbling. Assessing their
condition, the State go-
vernment decided to give a
facelift to the hostels that
are functioning on their
own buildings, the sources
added.

G. Laxmi Priya, Secre-
tary, Department of Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Wel-
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fare, said the focus would
be on improving the living
conditions in the hostels,
and ensuring adequate
drinking water and sanita-
tion facilities for students.
Tenders would be invited
by this month, and repair
works would be completed
in six months, she added.

Additional  buildings
would be built in seven
hostels in Chennai, Dindi-
gul, Coimbatore and a few
other districts at a cost of
I80 crore. New buildings
with modern facilities
would be constructed, she
further said.



Absenteeism, poor
choice of engineering
colleges cause concern

Candidates with good marks opt for lower rung colleges in Tamil Nadu

Engineering Admissions counselling; Absenteeism rises from 20% to 33%

R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

he delay in the start
T of single-window

counselling for en-
gineering in the State has
cost the Tamil Nadu Engi-
neering Admissions
(TNEA) committee dearly.

Counselling usually be-
gins on July 1 but this year
it was pushed to August.
This was done to prevent
vacancies caused by stu-
dents migrating to MBBS
and BDS for which coun-
selling is held late.

Of the 26,678 students
invited under the general
category in the first round,
17,679 were allotted seats
and of the 1,406 students
invited under the 7.5% re-
servation category, seats
were allotted to 1,115 stu-
dents.

However, 8,999 candi-
dates in the general catego-
ry and 291 government
school students either de-
clined the seat or were
absent.

This amounts to 33.73%
in the general category and
20.70% in the preferential
reservation category.
Usually, absenteeism in the
first round is around 20%,
with the number going up
in the subsequent rounds.

The father of a Chennai-
based candidate, who
scored 180 marks as cut-
off, had chosen to admit
his ward to a deemed un-
iversity as counselling was

Despite higher fee, students
prefer self-supporting courses
to regular programmes.

FILE PHOTO

delayed. “I was not sure he
would be admitted to a
good college through coun-
selling,” he said.

Self-supporting courses
Students prefer self-sup-
porting courses although
the fee is higher than regu-
lar programmes in other
disciplines.

A study by independent
analyst Ashwin Ramaswa-
my shows that almost all
the seats offered for self-
supporting courses have
been filled. While in Anna
University, a self-support-
ing course may cost an ad-
ditional 10,000, in aided
colleges it may go up to
730,000 to 340,000.

That only four govern-
ment colleges did well in
the first round is a wakeup
call, Mr. Ashwin said.
“High ranked colleges have
worked hard on place-
ment. A college that works

Source: The Hindu, 13 August 2024, p.3

hard to ensure placement
will do well. All the private
colleges that have done
well in the first round are
those with good place-
ment,” he added.
Concerns have been
raised about candidates
with high cut-off choosing
poor performing colleges.

‘Choose carefully’

Last week, the then Vice-
Chancellor of Anna Univer-
sity, R. Velraj, urged stu-
dents to choose colleges
carefully.

“I was surprised to find
a student with a cut-off
mark of 191 marks opt for a
college ranked 100. The
MBC category student
would have easily got a seat
in one of the top 10 colleg-
es in the State. He could
have got into one of Anna
University’s departments.
After making his choice, he
approached us for help.
We told him to withdraw
from the college and opt to
participate in the second
round of the counselling,”
he said.

Mr. Velraj further said at
least half a dozen students
had come to them with
such complaints. “Stu-
dents should know that
when they study in a good
college their life will
change completely. Pa-
rents should make sure
that wards choose wisely.
They should go to a well-
wisher and seek help while
filling choices,” he said.

State conducting
workshops to train
people in translation

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Textbook
And Educational Services
Corporation is conducting
workshops to train peo-
ple, who have an interest
in publishing, in transla-
tion of books. The transla-
tors are credited with the
books they bring out.

According to an official
from the corporation, the
aim is to expose Tamil
children to the best of chil-
dren’s literature in the
world. Started six months
ago, the workshops have
so far trained four batches
of candidates. “It is like an
internship. Students [and
others] can enrol and stay
as long as they like. At the
end, they get a certificate.
But they have to stay for a
minimum of two weeks
[for the certificate],” the
official added.

The candidates are paid
3200 per page for transla-
tion. Once they finish tran-
slating, the book goes to
an experienced translator
for correction, after which
it is green-light for print-
ing.

The candidates are cur-
rently translating chil-
dren’s books that the go-
vernment had bought the
rights for, since the launch
of the Chennai Interna-
tional Book Fair.

So far, 60 books have
been translated and 60
more are in the final stages
of translation. “Students
first read the books. Then,
they narrate the stories
they have read and tran-
slate the English works in-
to Tamil. They take gui-
dance while translating
words that might not have
a Tamil equivalent...,” said
Peer Mohamed A., pro-
gramme coordinator .

Authors such as Balabh-
arathi, Salai Selvam, and
Vishnupuram Saravanan
have guided the aspiring
translators.

For visually-impaired
Sugiprince G., from Madu-
rai, the workshop has pro-
vided an opportunity to
delve more into literature.
“The books are in the e-
content format, and I tran-
slate them through the
screen-reader app. I have
fostered an interest in
translation...,” she said.

Source: The Hindu, 19 August 2024, p.6
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T.N. rolls out monthly
assistance scheme for
male college students

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Around 3.28 lakh male col-
lege students will receive
¥1,000 every month under
the Tamil Pudhalvan
scheme, for which I360
crore has been earmarked
for the year, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin said on Friday.
The government already
has a similar scheme for
girl students — Pudhumai
Penn.

Launching the Tamil
Pudhalvan scheme at the
Government Arts College,
Mr. Stalin said the first in-
stalment was credited to
the bank accounts of the
beneficiaries on Thursday.
“1 wish to make two ap-
peals — strive to make Ta-
mil Nadu a $1-trillion eco-

nomy, which would make
our State comparable to
developed nations in in-
frastructure, and ensure
that every child pursues
higher education. Under
no circumstances should a
student get distracted, af-
ter completing his/her
school education, and not
pursue higher education.
Every college student
should get a job that befits
his/her educational qualifi-
cation,” he said.

He said students pursu-
ing higher education after
studying Classes 6-8 at go-
vernment and govern-
ment-aided schools in Ta-
mil medium would be
eligible for the scheme.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

It would cover students of three-year courses in
arts and science colleges, four-year courses in en-
gineering colleges, five-year courses in medical
colleges, (three- or four-year) medicine-affiliated
courses, and law degrees.

Referring to Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat’s
trials and tribulations, the Chief Minister said she
had taken on challenges, and was being appre-
ciated by all. He urged students to overcome the
hurdles on their path and aim for victory. “One
day, victory will be yours,” he said.

Mr. Stalin said that the government was imple-
menting a number of schemes such as Tamil Pud-
halvan and Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thogai, and
added that his ‘Dravidian Model’ government
would provide students with all possible sup-
port. The Tamil Pudhalvan scheme was launched
as male students felt left out when the Pudhumai
Penn scheme was launched, Mr. Stalin said, ad-
ding that he chose to launch the scheme in Coim-
batore because the region had a service-minded
population and a large number of educational
institutions.

Highlighting his government’s special
schemes, he said that under Vidiyal Payanam,
women had taken 518 crore costless trips on go-
vernment buses; 1.15 crore women were receiv-
ing ¥1,000 a month under Kalaignar Magalir Uri-
mai Thogai; 20.73 lakh school students were
benefiting from the Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme; 3.28 lakh girl students were receiving
%1,000 a month under Pudhumai Penn; and 28
lakh students had been trained under Naan
Mudhalvan.

CM M.K. Stalin inaugurating the Tamil Pudhalvan scheme
at Coimbatare Arts College on Friday. 5. SIVA SARAVANAN

Source: The Hindu, 10 August 2024, p.1 and 8

This year, 70 books to be added
to Vassippu Iyyakkam initiative

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

As many as 70 books will
be added to Vassippu Iy-
yakkam programme this
academic vyear. Eight of
these books will be auth-
ored by children. “This is
the second phase of the
project. A total of 250
books will be brought out
under the programme,” an
official from the School
Education  Department
said.

The initiative, launched
in July last year, aims at en-
couraging children to read

something besides their
textbooks. It was intro-
duced as a pilot pro-
gramme in 11 districts. The
books are divided into four
categories - nuzhai, nada,
odu, para. “The aim is to
ensure that students have
at least one book in their
hand,” the official said.
The programme has
been extended to all dis-
tricts in the State this aca-
demic year, and 1.3 crore
books would be distribut-
ed to schools. “Principals
will be trained on guiding
the children in reading
[under the initiative],

Source: The Hindu, 5 August 2024, p.2

which will start from Au-
gust 1. There are also plans
to convert the books into e-
content...,” the official
said.

The programme, which
covers Classes IV-IX, will
be monitored by teachers
during the library periods.

It was previously run by
volunteers of the Illam
Thedi Kalvi scheme. “An
external committee is se-
lecting stories [which are
collated into many books].
So far, we have received
1,048 stories, and 341 of
them were written by stu-
dents,” the official said.
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Govt officials debate
outcomes of health
schemes, programmes

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: An increase in public
confidence in the 108 ambulance
service has led to a 20% improve-
ment in pre-hospital response time
for medical emergencies in the sta-
te; there has been a surge in the
number of people coming to govt
hospitals for care; nearly a third of
people diagnosed with diabetes or
hypertension take drugs from the
govt; These are some of health out-
comesfrom various health schemes
officials discussed during a day-
long meeting and knowledge ex-
change conclave, organised by the
Tamil Nadu health system reform
programme (TNHSRP) in associa-
tion with World Bank.

Officials also discussed chal-
lenges and heard the experiences of
other states and countries. For in-
stance, TN-National Health Mis-
sion director Shilpa Prabhakar Sa-
tish addressed the need to integrate
existing health platforms to ensure
thereisaunified dashboard. “Integ-
rating data on birth registry, school
health, adolescent health and adult
health is one of the key aims of po-
pulation health registry,” said
TNHSRP project director Arun
Thamburaj. “We are piloting the po-
pulation health registry in Krish-

Source: The Times of India, 13 August 2024, p.4

nagiridistrict,” he said.

Doctors debated the need to ex-
tend non-communicable diseases
(NCD) screening for people in 18-30
years age group while health wor-
kers were overburdened with the
target population of people above 30
years, the need to introduce sports
training in schools, impose tax on
salt and sugar and introduce nutri-
tious meals in school canteens.

Tamil Nadu has been working
with World Bank for nearly two de-
cades. “We established comprehen-
sive emergency obstetric and new-
born care services in the state to re-
duce maternal and infant mortality
rates. We saw a steep decline in de-
aths. World Bank partnered with us
again to establish a standard of ca-
re. In the last three years, we have
National Quality Assurance Stan-
dards (NQAS) certifications for 355
primary care centres and 76 secon-
dary care institutions,” health mi-
nister Ma Subramanian said. The
state has continued to work with the
agency to improve trauma care ser-
vices and reduce the burden of non-
communicable diseases, he said.

Health secretary Supriya Sahu
said the department will continue
to improve services and infrastruc-
ture and will ensure that all servi-
cesremain patient centric.

TEN Vol. | Issue 4 | August 2024 | Page 35



72% of maternal deaths
in rural TN, says report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ Chennai

OF the maternal deaths that
happened in Tamil Nadu be-
tween April 2014 and March
2024, 72% were in rural areas
and 28% in urban areas, as per
an analysis report released hy
the health department recently.
Based on the findings, the de-
partment is in the process of
chalking out a plan to reduce
the mortality rate.

In rural areas, maternal
deaths are linked to delays in
recognising complications in
mothers by health staff at pri-
mary and secondary care
institutions while the
deathsinurban areasare
associated with the non-
availability of guide-
lines, standard operat-

cilities. “We will ensure proper
tracking of everyv mother
whether she is from rural or ur-
ban area even if she is not in
the high risk category,” he
said.

To further reduce the mater-
nal mortality rate in the state,
the DPH stressed identifving
major problems like pregnan-
cy-induced hypertension, post-
partum haemorrhage, sepsis
and other risk factors at the
earliest and providing the
mothers with the best possible

ing procedures (SOPs),
infrastructure, human
resources and life-sav-
ing equipment at small
private nursing homes,
stated the report. In the
last 10 vears, a total of 6,008
maternal deaths have been
recorded in the state of which
4,351 have occurred in rural ar-
eas, and 1,657 in urban areas.

Also, 63% of total maternal
deaths occurred at medical col-
lege hospitals and 11% of ma-
ternal deaths happened in tran-
sit while shifting the mother
from one institution to another.
This indicates that the mother
reaches the institution in a
moribund condition and ar-
rives late at the referral
facility

Speaking to TNIE, Dr'T S Sel-
vav inayagam, Director of Pub-
lic Health (DPH) and Preven-
tive Medicine said, “We will
train and retrain staff with
S0Ps atall the levels including
in private sectors.”

Selvavinavagam added that
the inadequate distribution of
health infrastructure was one
of the key factors causing a
higher number of deaths in ru-
ral deaths. Urban areas are
equipped with better health fa-

The inadequate distribution of
health infrastructure was one
of the key factors causing a
higher number of deaths in
rural deaths. Urban areas are
equipped with better health
facilities

S Selvavinayagam, DPH

treatment.

On the prevention of the
emergence of the risk factors
in adolescents, and women be-
fore pregnancy, the DPH added,
“Unless and otherwise we con-
trol these risk factors from
emergence, further reduction
in maternal mortality ratio
(MMR} is a challenge. We need
to prepare every girl physically,
mentally socially and economi-
cally to handle pregnancy and
childbirth.”

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 August 2024, p.2

2023's maximum heart
transplants carried out
in TN, says govt report

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Southern states
lead the country in heart trans-
plants, according to data
shared by the National Organ
and Tissue Transplant Organi-
sation (Notto).

In 2023, 221 heart trans-
plants were carried out across
India. Of these, Notto data
show that a maximum of 70
were carried out in Tamil Na-
du, followed by Karnataka (35),
Maharashtra (33), Gujarat (29)
and Telangana (15). Delhi NCR
witnessed only 14 transplants,
according to the govt report.
Officials attribute the higher
number of heart transplants
in SouthIndiatoanincrease in
harvesting from the deceased.

India recorded a total of
1,099 deceased donations in
2023, with the highest num-
ber (252) reported in Telan-
gana, followed by Tamil Na-
du and Karnataka with 178
each, Maharashtrawith148,
and Gujarat with 146, ac-

LEADING BY EXAMPLE: Higher
number of heart transplants in
South India attributed to anin-
crease in harvesting from the
deceased

cording toan official.

A heart transplant is a sur-
gery to remove a damaged or
diseased heart and replace it
with a healthy donor heart.
While the liver and kidney can
be donated by living donors,
the heart must be donated by
someone who is brain-dead
and is on life support, also re-
ferred toasa‘deceased donor’.

Source: The Times of India, 7 August 2024, p.11
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TN forms diabetes
registry; patients to
get free treatment

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
formed a registry for type 1
diabetes. Patients in the reg-
istry would receive treat-
ment, including insulin ther-
apy, at no cost, said health
minister Ma Subramanian
this week.

A memorandum of un-
derstanding has been signed
with the Type 1 Diabetes
Foundation, an NGO, to orga-
nise awareness, education,
and peer group support pro-
grammes.

Type 1 diabetes is an au-
toimmune disease where the
body's immune system mis-
takenly attacks and destroys
insulin-producing cells in
the pancreasleadingtoanin-
crease in sugar levels in the
body.

“India has an estimated
8.60 lakh people with type 1
diabetes — one of the highest
in the world. If an Indian is
diagnosed with type 1 dia-
betes at the age of 10, his life

Type 1 diabetes is an
autoimmune disease
where the body's
immune system
mistakenly destroys
insulin-producing cells in
the pancreas leading to
an increase in sugar
levels in the body

expectancy is only 32 years.
This is very low compared to
developed countries. In de-
veloped countries, the life ex-
pectancy of type1diabetes is
more than 70 years,” he said.

The state will use a regis-
try list of patients in re-
search cohorts of ICMR, pa-
tient list of hospitals in the
stateand theexisting Makka-
lai Thedi Maruthuvamregis-
try. “We will have separate
category for patients with
typel diabetes,” said Nation-
al Health Mission Tamil Na-
du director Shilpa Prabha-
kar Satish.

Source: The Times of India, 19 August 2024, p.4

Pharmacies selling
generic drugs to come
up across State: Stalin

1,000 pharmacies will be opened on the day of Pongal next year, says
the Chief Minister; they will sell the medicines at subsidised rates

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hief Minister M.K.
C Stalin on Thursday

announced the es-
tablishment of Mudhalvar
Marundhagams, pharma-
cies to provide generic
medicines at subsidised
rates. A total of 1,000 phar-
macies would be made op-
erational from the day of
Pongal next year, he said.

Delivering his Indepen-
dence Day address after
hoisting the national flag
on the ramparts of Fort St.
George in Chennai, Mr. Sta-
lin said that though the
poor and the downtrod-
den were being treated
well at the government
hospitals, medicines were
expensive for the middle-
class patients getting treat-
ment at private hospitals.

“They have to buy med-
icines for diabetes and
blood pressure, and they
buy them by paying a high
price. So, this government
would implement Mudhal-
var Marundhagams to pro-
vide generic and other
medicines to them at subsi-
dised rates,” he said. Subsi-
dies up to 33 lakh would be
extended to pharmacists
and cooperative societies
for running these pharma-
cies, he said.

The Chief Minister also
announced Mudhalvarin
Kaakkum Karangal for re-
tired military personnel to
start businesses by borrow-
ing up to U crore from
banks. The government
would extend a 30% capi-

CM M.K. Stalin hoisting the
national flag at Fort St. George
on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

tal subsidy and a 3% inter-
est subsidy. They would al-
so be trained in skills and
entrepreneurship. About
400 retired military per-
sonnel are expected to be-
nefit from the scheme in
the next two years. Aid to
the tune of 120 crore
would be provided in capi-
tal subsidy, besides a 3% in-
terest subsidy, he said.
Citing the consequences
of the landslides in Kerala’s
Wayanad, Mr. Stalin said
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment would undertake a
study to predict the possi-
ble impact of heavy rain in
hilly areas such as the Nilgi-
ris and Kodaikanal. A pa-
nel of multi-departmental
experts would conduct the
study and make recom-
mendations for predicting,
avoiding, mitigating the
consequences, and reduc-
ing such incidents in the
long run. “Based on the re-
commendations, the go-
vernment would take ap-

Source: The Hindu, 16 August 2024, p.6
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propriate steps,” Mr. Stalin
said.

The Chief Minister also
announced  that  the
monthly pension granted
by the government to free-
dom fighters would be in-
creased from ¥20,000 to
321,000 and the family
pension would be revised
from 11,000 to 1,500.
The special monthly pen-
sion for the descendants of
freedom fighters Veera
Pandiya Kattabomman, Si-
vaganga Marudhupandiyar
Brothers, Ramanathapu-
ram Muthuramalinga Vi-
jayaraghunatha Sethu-
pathi, and V.O.
Chidambaranar would be
revised from 10,000 to
210,500, Mr. Stalin said.

Citing the data from the
Union government, Mr.
Stalin said that over 77.79
lakh jobs had been gener-
ated in the private sector in
the three years of DMK
rule. Over 65,400 youths
had got jobs in government
services, he said.

Earlier, Mr. Stalin ar-
rived at the venue and re-
ceived the ceremonial sa-
lute after which he
inspected the guard of ho-
nour in an open vehicle.
Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena introduced senior
officers of the Armed Forc-
es to the Chief Minister. As-
sembly Speaker M. Appa-
vu, the Ministers, senior
government officers, and
members of the consular
corps and the public wit-
nessed the hoisting of the
national flag on the Rajaji
Salai.



Minister Ma Subramanian honouring a health volunteer in Chennai | express

‘People in high-rises can also
avail flagship health scheme’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

PEOPLEliving in gated commu-
nities and high-rise apartments
can contact health department’s
helpline 104 if they want to ben-
efit from Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam, a scheme that de-
livers medical services at the
doorstep, Health Minister Ma
Subramanian said.

Hewas speaking at a function
organised on Monday to mark
the scheme entering its fourth
yvear A total of 1.86 crore people
have benefited across the state
since the scheme was launched
by CM M K Stalin in 2021. Though

people from the middle class and
poorer economic backgrounds
avail themselves of this service,
health volunteersfind it difficult
to reach people in gated commou-
nities. Most of them don't allow
screening for non-communica-
ble diseases, he said.

Of the roughly 77 lakh popula-
tion in Chennai, a total of
58,94,860 eligible people were
identified and 53,05,373 were
screened for such diseases After
the scheme was extended to in-
dustry workers, as many as
3,05,300 people were screened
and 26,861 NCD cases were
diagnosed.

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 August 2024, p.4

Doctors stage State-wide protest, demand safety at hospitals

" e

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Healthcare workers at hos-
pitals in Chennai and other
parts of the State went on
strike on Saturday in res-
ponse to the Indian Medi-
cal Association’s announ-
cement of a 24-hour
nationwide halt to non-
emergency services.

They were protesting
against the rape and mur-
der of a trainee doctor at
RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital in Kolkata, as
well as the vandalism that
followed.

At the Omandurar Medi-

B 5&5’0}-’
Call for

action: Doctors and students of Government Kilpauk

Medical College Hospital staging a protest on Saturday. M. VEDHAN

cal College, more than 500
people, including heads of
departments, professors,
doctors, and junior medi-
cal students, participated

Source: The Hindu, 18 August 2024, p.8

in a rally and a subsequent
protest urging the Union
government to pass the
Healthcare Services Per-
sonnel and Clinical Esta-

blishments (Prohibition of
Violence and Damage to
Property) Bill immediately,
and provide adequate se-
curity to doctors and hos-
pital staff. They also de-
manded that the Union
and State governments set
up on-call rooms and toi-
lets for doctors.

Resident doctors and
students from the Govern-
ment Kilpauk Medical Col-
lege assembled outside the
hospital and raised slogans
condemning violence
against doctors and calling
for better facilities for med-
ical professionals.

Around 200 healthcare
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workers of Parvathy Hospi-
tal in Chromepet, includ-
ing senior members of the
IMA-Tambaram  branch,
held a demonstration con-
demning violence against
doctors.

“This demonstration is
not only a demand for im-
mediate action but also a
plea for society to acknow-
ledge the invaluable contri-
butions of doctors and en-
sure their safety.
Protecting those who save
lives is a responsibility we
all share,” said S. Muthuku-
mar, founder-chairman of
Parvathy Hospital.

The MGM Healthcare

Group announced the sus-
pension of outpatient ser-
vices and elective surgeries
on Saturday in solidarity
with the protests against
the crime in Kolkata.

A statement from Apollo
Hospitals said, “Healthcare
professionals dedicate
their lives to serving oth-
ers, often under the most
challenging circumstanc-
es. They deserve our ut-
most respect, protection,
and appreciation. As an in-
dustry, we must come to-
gether to put in place strin-
gent safety frameworks
that protect our healthcare
providers.”



1docfor 1L people at Pulicat govt hosp

Facility handles 450 outpatients, 20 inpatients a day; patients often forced to travel 20 km to Ponneri for minor ops

SINDUJA JANE @Chennai

NEARLY 1 lakh people in and
around eight villages in
Pazhaverkadu (Pulicat) suffer as
the government hospital in the
locality does not have enough
doctors, nurses or pharmacists.
The villagers are often forced to
travel to Ponneri Taluk hospital,
some 20 km away, or farther to
Chennai even for X-ray tests.

Around 60 villages ineight vil-
lage panchayats— Pazhaverkadu,
Kottaikuppam, Lighthouse Kup-
pam, Thangalperumpuzham,
Avurivakkam, Kadappakamm
Piralayampakkam, and Tirupal-
aivanam — depend on the non-
taluk government hospital at
Pazhaverkadu.

The hospital handles around
450 outpatients a day and gets 20
inpatients butfunctions with one
doctor: There is an ¥-ray machine
butno technician isavailable. Pa-
tients who need X-rays, ECGs,
and minor surgery are sent to

Ponneri Taluk hospital.

According to sources, the gov-
ernment sanctioned a paediatri-
cian, a gynaecologist, two gen-
eral physicians, six permanent
nurses, two pharmacists, a lab
technician grade II, a radiogra-
pher, a physiotherapy technician,
three workers, and sanitary
workers among others for the
hospital.

When TNIE recently visited
the hospital, it was operating
with one general physician treat-
ing patients. The doctor had
come inlate because he had toat-
tend to an emergency delivery
case inanother government hos-
pital the previous night. A nurse
wasmanaging the patients tillhe
arrived.

Speaking to TNIE, A Muru-
gan, general secretary of the
TamilNadu Fishermen Associa-
tionandresident of Pazhaverkadu
said, “At night only the nurses
handle many of the emergency
patients and will refer them to

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 August 2024, p.4
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Ponneri taluk hospital. The cases
that cannot be managed there
are sent to Government Stanley
Medical Hospital in Chennai, 70
km away”

The hospital receives cases of
assault, poisoning, road acci-
dents and chest pain. Fishermen
come with bleeding injuries that
they suffer when sailing.

“The nurses give us some tab-

Government Hospital at Pulicat in Tiruvallur | exeress

lets and tell us to come in the
morning when the doctor is
available. This is the standard re-
sponse for any emergency. How
do they expect the patient to be
alive the next day if it is some-
thing serious?” said S Fathima, a
resident of Pazhaverkadu.
Fathimahad to wait forlong to
get medicines because the nurse
who was handling the patients
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had to finish and rush to the
pharmacy to distribute the tab-
lets. “There is no pharmacist for
months,” said a source.

Durai Mahendran, president,
Pazhaverkadu Makkal Nalvazh-
vu Sangam, said, “We have given
many representations. No doc-
tor stays here, even if they come.
They will be diverted to other
hospitals.”

“Of the three doctors, one is
diverted to Gummudipoondi
taluk hospital, and another is
the Chief Medical Officer of the
hospital, whohasto attend meet-
ings and other things. So, one
doctor attends to the patients.
There is no in-patient most of
the time, so the doctor willbe as-
signed on call duty only. There is
manpower shortage. More than
1,000 doctors were recruited by
the health department recently,
but none was posted here. Many
doctors do not prefer to work in
remote areas,” said an official
source.



Environment

‘Declare Nilgiris an ecologically

sensitive

here are lessons to be

learned from the Wayanad

tragedy that should be
applied to the Nilgiris, says B ]
Krishnan, a former senior law
officer with the Tamil Nadu govt on
environmental and forestry affairs.
One of the founders of the Save
Nilgiris and Save Western Ghats
Movement, Krishnan was also a
member Q,r the Commission on
Environmental Law of IUCN. In an
interview with Shantha
Thiagarajan, Krishnan says Union
govt’s Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel (WGEEP), of which he
was a part, had classified Nilgiris as
an eco-sensitive zone akin to
Wavanad and needs statutory
protection under the Environment
Protection Act. Excerpts:

B As a member of the WGEEP, led by
ecologist Madhav Dhananjaya Gadgil,
how do vou look at the Wayanad trag-
edy that claimed more than 300 lives?
It was not unexpected. There were
floods in 2018, 2019 and 2020. Kerala is
a strip of land sandwiched between
a mountain and a sea (Malai-yalam).
Studies show 26% of Kerala is prone to
landslides. But what is shocking is
the scale and intensity of the
floods and landslides, and
the loss of human life.
Based on the 2019
Jawaharlal Nehru
Tropical Botanical
Garden and Re-
search Institute
in Kerala report
on Wayanad, the
National Disas-
ter Management
Authority advised
Kerala govt to relo-
cate 4,000 families.
Had govt heeded the
advice in time, lives
could have been saved.

B What went
Wayanad?

Too many things. Kerala
has been hit by heavy rains
this monsoon, worsened
by climate change, which
caused a cloudburst. Way-
anad, already vulnerable due to un-
planned construction, quarrying, and
tourism, faces severe biotic pressure.
The WGEEP report classifies Wayanad
as an Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ) - I, high-
lighting its limited ecological carrying
capacity (the maximum population size
of a species an environment can sustain
indefinitely, given available resources).
B What are the lessons for Western
Ghat states, especially Tamil Nadu?

wrong in

TALKING TO

TOI

Like other Western Ghats states, Tamil
Nadu also rejected the WGEEP report. The
Nilgiris and Anaimalai ranges, key areas
in Tamil Nadu, require special govern-
ance due to their unique characteristics.
The Nilgiris has unique ecological fea-
tures and standard administrative meas-
ures may not be enough for conservation.
WGEEP’s report classified these areas as
ESZ-1 and recommended statutory pro-
tection under the Environment
Protection Act (EPA) of 1986.
It’s not too late to act, es-
pecially considering re-
cent natural disasters
such as the one in
Wayanad.

B What are the
implications  of
the WGEEP re-
port for the West-
ern Ghats, and

specifically for the
Nilgiris?
The WGEEP report
offers a distinctive per-
spective on the ecology of
the Western Ghats, particu-
larly the Nilgiris. It is the only
district (of 44) entirely within
the Western Ghats. It is also
the source of several perenni-
al rivers such as the Bhavani,
Moyar, Kabini and Chaliyar—
the first three being tributar-
ies of Cauvery River. The WGEEP report
proposes that the Nilgiris be declared an
ecologically sensitive area with a dedicat-
ed authority. Better late than never.

B Were the recommendations of the
WGEEP report (released in 2011) ig-
nored for political reasons?

Yes. The reasons are primarily politi-
cal, but there are other reasons as well.
Apart from identifying ecologically sensi-

Source: The Times of India, 6 August 2024, p.8

area before it’s too late’

Kerala has been hit by heavy

rains this monsoon, worsened by

climate change, which caused a
cloudburst. Wayanad, already
vulnerable due to unplanned
construction, quarrying, and
tourism, faces severe biotic
pressure

tive areas across the Western Ghats, the
report had recommended people’s par-
ticipation in the decision-making process
for the governance of the Western Ghats.
The report asked for a bottom-up partici-
patory approach, investing more power
in the gram sabhas. The report was pro-
science, pro-nature, pro-people and pro-
poor. Unfortunately, we are locked in a
system of crony capitalism.

B There are policies for water, river
and biodiversity. Why isn’t there one
for hills and mountains?

There may be Himalayas-centric
guidelines. But there are no mountain-
specific policies and developmental
paradigms. At least, we don’t have one
for the Western Ghats. Most of the riv-
ers of south India have their origins
in the Western Ghats. It is unfortunate
that even after 76 years of Independence,
we are yet to have a clear policy for the
conservation and sustainable use of the
mountain region. The WGEEP report has
pointers towards this direction which
could be elaborated to formulate a na-
tional mountain policy.

B When the EPA mandates the consti-
tution of statutory institutions for eco-
logically sensitive areas, why is there
not one for the Western Ghats?

This is the very purpose for which the
WGEEP was constituted —to recommend
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modalities for the establishment of the
‘Western Ghats Ecological Authority’
under EPA. The panel had discharged
this responsibility, but govt chose not to
implement it,

B What is the impact of increase in
tourism on hill towns?

Tourism is necessary but needs to be
regulated. The biotic pressure traceable
to tourism is increasing beyond the car-
rying capacity on the hills. A statutory
body could be formed to implement ‘re-
sponsible tourism’ in the hills.

When he visited Ooty in May 2022, Ta-
mil Nadu chief minister M K Stalin said
‘Nilgiris plan area’ had been mooted by
govt and that the exercise of preparing a
‘regional plan’ is underway. ‘To save Nil-
giris is nothing but saving Tamil Nadu,
he had said. Even after two years, the
plan seems to be still on paper.

I am hopeful that the proposed ‘Nil-
giris plan area’ takes shape and is imple-
mented at the earliest.



State mangrové cover doubles in three years

TOI

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Mangrove forests in Ta-
mil Nadu, crucial bio-shields that
afford protection in case of natural
disasters, have doubled over the
past three years and now spans ap-
proximately 90 sq km, according to
the state forest department. The
Forest Survey of India's 2021 report
had recorded only 45 square Kilo-
metres of mangrove cover in the
state.

This increase in mangrove cov-
er was discovered through a map-
ping initiative funded by the TN
Biodiversity Conservation and
Greening Project Climate Change
Response (TBGPCCR). Project di-
rector I Anwardeen said mangrove
forests in the state are primarily
found at Muthupet in Tiruvarur
and Pichavaram in Cuddalore dis-
trict, both of which are protected

INCREASED COVER

areas that are recognized as vital
reserves for preserving these criti-
cal ecosystems.

Beyond these reserves, smaller
mangrove patches exist in 11 other
coastal districts across the state.

Among these, Thanjavur has the
largest mangrove forest area, cov-
ering 1,379 hectares. Ramanathap-
uramfollows with 528 hectares, and
Tuticorin ranks third with 357 hec-
tares. Even Chennai, often per-
ceivedasheavily urbanized, hostsa
mangrove patch of 124 hectares
within the Adyar estuary.

To further enhance mangrove
cover, the forest department has
been actively planting saplings un-
der the Green TN Missionacrossall
13 coastal districts. Thanjavur
again leads in this effort, with 859
hectares of new mangrove planta-
tions. Nagapattinam and Mayila-
duthurai follow, with 586 hectares
and 521 hectares. These saplings
are raised in nurseries established
specifically for this purpose by the
department.

Mangrove forests play a crucial

role as natural bio-shields, provid-
ing essential protection to coastal
communities during natural disas-
ters such as cyclones and tsunamis.
Additionally, these ecosystems
serve as key fish breeding grounds,
thereby supporting the livelihood
of local fishermen.

Stressing the importance of
mangroves for their protective ben-
efits, contribution to biodiversity,
and role in carbon sequestration,
Anwardeen announced that the de-
partment will conduct a baseline
study on blue carbon in Tamil Na-
du's mangrove forests, which will
be integrated into the "National
Carbon Accounting" system. This
study aims to quantify the carbon
storage capacity of these man-
groves, reinforcing their signifi-
cance in combating climate
change.

Source: The Times of India, 19 August 2024, p.4

Source: The Times of India,

31 August 2024, p.3

Survey calls for higher
payout in conflict zones

Oppili P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A recent survey
hasidentified fiveforestdivi-
sions in the state as hotspots
for human-animal conflicts.

These conflicts have led
to significant crop damage,
loss of human lives, live-
stock Killings, and property
damage. The affected divi-
sions are Coimbatore, Guda-
lur in the Nilgiris, Sathya-
mangalam, Hasanur in
Erodedistrict,and Hosur, ac-
cording to chief project di-
rector I Anwardeen.

The survey by Tamil Na-
du Biodiversity Conserva-
tion and Greening Project
Climate Change Response
(TBGPCCR) was conducted
through a detailed 70-ques-
tion questionnaire, and was
distributed toresidents of 70
villages near forest fringes
in these divisions, where
conflicts are frequent.

Gudalur faced the high-
est crop damage, mainly
from elephants, wild pigs,
black-napped hares and bon-
net macaques. Sathyaman-
galam and Hasanur dealt
with elephants and wild
pigs, while Coimbatore and
Hosur saw damage primar-
ily from elephants, wild pigs,
and spotted deer.

Gudalur suffered the
highest revenue loss from
crop damage among the divi-
sions. Cropraids are daily in
Coimbatore, Gudalur, Sath-
yamangalam, and Hosur,
while weekly in Hasanur

STATUS
CHECK

PRISTINE: The Sathyamangalam reserve

» Five forest divisions
identified as conflict zones |
Coimbatore, Gudalur,
Sathyamangalam, Hasanur,
and Hosur

> Key animals causing crop
damage include elephants, wild
pigs, and spotted deer

» Gudalur faces the highest

revenue loss due to frequent
crop raids

» Leopards primarily kill
livestock, including goats, pet
dogs, and calves

» Compensation ranges

from 710,000 to 25 lakh,

but residents are demanding
more money

The increasing wildlife en-
croachments have sharply
cut actual income versus ex-
pected profits.

Livestock killings were
most frequent in Gudalur
and Sathyamangalam,
mainly due to leopards tar-
geting goats, pet dogs, and
calves. Revenue losses from
conflicts ranged from 1,000
to %2 lakh, with human
deaths mainly caused by ele-
phants, sloth bears, and wild
pigs.

Compensation amounts
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varied between 710,000 to 5
lakh, with the highest
payouts in Gudalur, followed
by Sathyamangalam and Ha-
sanur.

Despite a higher aware-
ness of the issue among resi-
dents, the survey highlight-
ed a widespread call for in-
creased government com-
pensation. Notably, the
current compensation rates
in Tamil Nadu are 30% high-
er than those in neighbour-
ing states, the survey con-
cluded.



State to get two weather radars

Ramanathapuram
And Yercaud To
Have One Each

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: With two months left
for the arrival of northeast mon-
soon, the state govt has floated a
tender to install two doppler weat-
her radars, one each in Yercaud
and Ramanathapuram, to track
cyclones. The two instruments
will cover theregions that are cur-
rently beyond the range of the ex-
isting two radars installed in
Chennaiand oneeach in Karaikal
and Sriharikota.

According to the tender floa-
ted by the Tamil Nadu Disaster
Risk Reduction Agency, the firm
that is awarded the contract will
have to supply, install, test, com-

The C-band dual polarised solid state
power amplifier-based doppler
weather radars that will be installed
will have the ability to provide rain
detection of up to 450km

mission and maintain two C-band
dual polarised solid state power
amplifier-based doppler weather
radar. Both Yercaud and Rama-
nathapuram are tentative loca-
tions chosen for installing the in-
struments.

A weather radar transmits
electromagnetic waves and mea-
sures the energy backscattered by
the liquid or solid water particles
in the atmosphere. The distance
the waves can reach is the reflecti-
vity of the radar. The radar to be
installed in the two locations will
havearadarreflectivity or theabi-
lity toprovideraindetection of up

Source: The Times of India, 20 August 2024, p.5

Tamil Nadu’s wild elephant population
has risen to 3,063: synchronised survey

Official calls population ‘stable’; the Nilgiris Eastern Ghats Reserve has the highest density of elephants, followed by Nilambur-Silent Valley-Coimbatore,

to 450km. Radars are mainly used
for tracking lower latitude weat-
herdisturbancessuch aslow pres-
sure, depression and cyclones. Ta-
mil Nadu gets more than 47% of
the 94cm annual rainfall during
the northeast monsoon, which ar-
rivesaround Oct 20.

In an event earlier this year,
IMD director general Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said the two radars, to
beinstalled by thestategovtincol-
laboration with IMD, will cover
the southern parts of the state. At
present, Chennai city is covered
by tworadars—an S-band radar at
Port and an X-band radar at NIOT

campus - and two S-band radars,
one each, are in Karaikal and Sri-
harikota. While the radars in Ko-
chi and Trivandrum cover some
parts of TN, there are still some
regions in thestate thatarenotco-
vered by the radar network.

IMD officials said the two new
radars will cover the southern
and north interior districts of Ta-
mil Nadu, which are at present
outside the range of the existing
radarson the eastcoast. While the
S-band radars can cover a 500km
radius, X-band can cover 150km
radius.

“We want to cover more places
with the radars. At present, there
is not much coverage in regions
south of Karaikal. If we have one
at Ramanathapuram, we can co-
ver southern districts and one at
Yercaud can cover north interior
districts,” said N Senthamarai
Kannan, director, regional weat-
her forecasting centre, IMD.

Agasthyamalai, Anamalai-Parambikulam, and Periyar. The Nilgiri, Coimbatore Elephant Reserves together represent 70% to 80% of the total count

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he State has
Taround 3,063 ele-
phants, according

to the synchronised ele-
phant population estima-
tion done from May 23 to
25 in the southern States
of Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh. This is an in-
crease from 2,961, record-
ed in the previous survey
in 2023.

The Synchronised Ele-
phant Population Estima-
tion Tamil Nadu 2024 re-
port, released by Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin on Sa-
turday, says that the exer-
cise involved data collec-
tion from 26 forest
divisions, including tiger
reserves, wildlife sanctu-
aries, territorial divisions,
and the Mukurthi National
Park by a total of 2,178
persons.

The survey estimated
wild elephant population

Counting tuskers

The synchronised elephant population survey, released by CM

M.K. Stalin, has put the total number of elephants in Tamil Nadu
ear-wise elephant population
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Keeping track: Chief Minister M K. Stalin releasing the
Synchronised Elephant Population Estimation Tamil Nadu 2024
report on Saturday. Ministers M. Mathiventhan and

Ma, Subramanian are seen. B, VELANKANNI RAJ

2024 [ 3,083

2023 [ 2,961

2017 [ 2,761

2012 4,015
2007 [ 3,867
2002 [ 3,737

Note: Until 2023. the survev was carried out everv five vears

and assessed their struc-
ture using direct (sample
block count) and indirect

(line transect dung count)
methods. Waterhole mon-
itoring was done to assess

Source: The Hindu, 4 August 2024, p.8
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The exercise
involved data
collection from

26 forest divisions,
including tiger
reserves, wildlife
sanctuaries, and
territorial divisions

the population structure.

In the sample block
count method, the esti-
mated population was the
highest in STR-Sathyaman-
galam forest division
(372), followed by Coimba-
tore (336), STR-Hassanur
(279), MTR-Udhagai (271),
MTR-Masinagudi  (263),
and Hosur (240).

Among the five ele-
phant reserves, the Nilgi-
ris Eastern Ghats Reserve
has the highest density of
elephants, followed by Ni-
lambur-Silent Valley-
Coimbatore, Agasthyama-
lai, Anamalai-Parambiku-
lam, and Periyar. The
Nilgiri and Coimbatore

Elephant Reserves togeth-
er represent 70% to 80%
of the total elephant popu-
lation in the State. These
reserves are connected to
Wayanad and Nilambur
Reserves in Kerala, and
Mysore Reserve in Karna-
taka, forming the Nilgiri-
Eastern Ghats landscape.

The elephant popula-
tion found in the reserves
of Tamil Nadu are part of
the larger population that
range into the adjoining
States of Karnataka and
Kerala. Therefore, a mar-
ginal variation in the total
number of elephants bet-
ween 2023 and 2024 is ex-
pected due to the move-
ment of the elephants to
the adjoining State habi-
tats that are contiguous
with those in Tamil Nadu,
the report said.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests and Chief
Wildlife Warden Srinivas
R. Reddy pointed out that
the latest estimate points

to a stable elephant popu-
lation, and around 3,000
was a good number. He
said that Tamil Nadu could
not hold more than 3,200
elephants as that was the
saturation point, given the
forest cover and the cur-
rent population density.

The population mix is
also healthy, he added.

The overall age-sex
composition of the 178 ele-
phants revealed that 40%
were adults, 33% were
sub-adults, 17% were juve-
nile, and 10% were calf in
Tamil Nadu.

Mr. Reddy noted that
unnatural deaths from
poaching and electrocu-
tion had decreased com-
pared to last year. In addi-
tion to reducing these
deaths, the Forest Depart-
ment has been working to
reduce conflicts and pu-
blic retaliation by provid-
ing prompt compensation
for human deaths, inju-
ries, or crop damage, he
further said.



TN now home to 3,063 wild
Jumbos 100 more than last yr

ESTIMATED
POPULATION
INEACH
ELEPHANT
RESERVE
OF STATE

o of jumbos

Area (sqkm)

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

THE wild elephant population
in Tamil Nadu has risen to
about 3,063, as per the latest
synchronised elephant popula-
tion estimation report released
by Chief Minister M K Stalin
on Saturday. This is an increase
of over 100 elephants compared
to last year’s estimation.
The TN forest depart-
ment, in coordination
with the neighbouring
Kerala, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh, con-
ducted the estimation
from May 23 to 25. Offi-
cials told TIVIE that Karna-
taka was compiling the data for
the entire landscape and the re-
sults will be made public on Au-
gust 12, which is World Ele-
phant Day. The contlguous
landscape in these states is
home to around 15,000 jumbos.
Chief Wildlife Warden Srini-
vas R Reddy told TNIE that TN
forests can hold a population of

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 August 2024, p.1
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around 3 500 elephants. “Ele-
phants are typically long-rang-
ing animals and are distributed
across landscapes covering dif-
ferent states. No drastic change
in numbers is expected in the
future as well, he said.”

D Venkatesh, field director of
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, said
the estimate of 3,063 came with
95% confidence. The lower and
upper limit of the popula-
tion is 3,054 and 3,071,

respectively.
The present age-spe-
cific estimates indicated
that around 40% of the
population are adult jum-
bos. Adult-dominated age
structures are common in the
Asian elephant population, giv-
en their long life span and slow
reproductive rate. Elephants
are polygynous species with an
expected equal sex ratio at
birth. A normal male-female ra-
tio for elephants would be 1:1.87;
a similar ratio was noticed in
the latest estimation in TN. P7 {



- highly skewed sex-ratio in the
‘state due to poaching of male

/Nilg giri reserve e houses most elephants

CONTINUED FROM PAG_EI

EARLIER studies fepo_rted a

elephants in past decades.
The total area of elephant

~distribution divisions is

~around 17,737.81 sqkm in TN.

Among this, effective elephant

~ habitat spreads over 8,989.63

- sgkm of which 3,277.87 sqkm

(36%) was sampled during this

population estimation.
Among the 26 forest divi-
sions, Udhagai, Masinagudi,

Gudalur, Sakthi, Hassanur, and
Hosur had the highest popula-

tion and density of elephants.
All these forest divisions are
within Nilgiri Elephant Re-

. serve, highlighting the impor-

tance of this area.
Among the five elephant re-
serves in the state, Nilgiri and

| Colmbamre have the hlghest
density and estimated popula-

tion of the animal, housing
nearly 70-80%. Further, these
two reserves are contiguous
with Wayanad and Nilambur
elephant reserves of Kerala,
and Mysore elephant reserve

‘of Karnataka, and are collec-

tively called the Nilgiri-East-
ern Ghats landscape. This har-
bours the largest population of

wild Asian elephants found,

the report said.
Though the elephant popula-

8.9K sqkm of habitat

- The total area of elephant
distribution divisions in Tamil
Nadu is around 17,737.31
sgkm. Among this, the
effective elephant habitat

spreads over 8,989.63 sgkm |

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 August 2024, p.7
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tion in the state is healthy, of-

ficials said that there are sev-

eral challenges hampering
conservation, including en-
croachments in elephant cor-
ridors, electrocutions, and
changes in the animal’s behav-
iour and migration paths due
to climate change.

The state government noti-
fied Power Fences (Registra-

tion and Regulatmn) Rulesonly
" in 2023 to protect the wildlife,

especially elephants, from get-
ting electrocuted. In the last 10
years, around 100 elephants
have died due to electrocution
in the state.

Meanwhile, the number of
people who died in human-ele-
phant conflict is also on the
rise; 256 people died in the last
five years and 61 died in 2023-34
alone, as per the information
submitted in the Lok Sabha.



Eco-sensitive
area tag: States
propose to omit
private lands

50 of 135 TN villages suggested
by Kasturirangan allegedly left out

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

THE final draft notification issued by the Union
environment ministry on July 31 on declaration
of ecologically sensitive areas (ESA) in the
Western Ghats shows that some of the states,
including Tamil Nadu, have proposed to include
more reserve forest areas in the ESA than ‘high-
ly vulnerable’ non-forest private land holdings
as suggested by the Kasturirangan report. The
plan by the state governments to leave private
lands — where extensive human settlements
have come up over the years — off the hook may
lead to change in land-use pattern in the already
fragmented hilly regions in the future and may
trigger more Wayanad-like disas-
ters, some experts said.
Incidentally, the July 31 noti-
fication came just a day after
the deadly Kerala landslides
that left more than 400
people dead. Six states —Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Gu-
jarat and Maharashtra — covered under the no-
tification have been dilly-dallying over the dec-
laration of ecologically sensitive areas in the
Western Ghats for the past 13 years.
A High-Level Working Group (HLWG) led by
K Kasturirangan, which submitted its report to
the Union environment ministry in April 2013,
has recommended notification of 6,914 sq km
area of Tamil Nadu in Western Ghats, including
135 villages of the state, as ecologically sensitive
areas. But, according to sources, the state may
have left out 50 villages with substantial human
settlements from being designated as ESA and
instead included reserve forests in the ESA cat-
egory to comply with the land mandate.
W CONTINUEDON P7

Panel-recommended Tirunelveli,
Kanniyakumari villages not listed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE suspected error, intentional or unin-
tentional, was made in 2013 as seen in the
first draft notification dated November
13, 2013, issued by the ministry and con-
tinues to reflect in all the six draft notifi-
cations issued till date.

The Kasturirangan report clearly said
that the demarcatlon umt of ESA must
be village.
tion, while all the other ﬁve states have
explicitly listed out the names of the vil-
lages that are to be designated as ESA,
Tamil Nadu has allegedly omitted
several village names and includ-
ed just the reserve forest areas.

Advocate Ritwick Dutta, who
specialises in environmental
law, told TINIE that reserve for-
est areas are already protected
under the Forest (Conservation)
Act of 1980. Mining, quarrying,
and red-category industries are

es located inside the reserve forest or on
forest borders are delineated and they are
mostly not considered to be a part of the
reserve forest area, though geographi-
cally they are part of the same land mass.
For instance, Thengumarahada and Hal-
limoyar in the Nilgiris are two big vil-
lages on the eastern slopes reserve forest
area of Kotagiri block.
~ While Thengumarahada is an assigned .
, Ha yar was in existence even
before the area was declared as a reserve
forest area. Sources said some private
players have purchased huge tracts of
land in Hallimoyar village. In the
draft ESA notification, names of
both the villages are missing.
- “Slowly, in the years to come, un-
regulated development may hap-
pen and legally it can’t be chal-
lenged as they are not a part of
ESA. There are several such ex-
amples across the Western
Ghats taluks,” a Nilgiris-based

already prohibited in reserve un?et::lgied conservationist said.

forests. “If only reserve forests development may When contacted, a senior
are shown as ESA and villages Tamil Nadu official told TNIE

happen and .
are left out, then the whole pur-  (egallyitcan'tbe  that the Kasturirangan report
pose of notifying ESA in West- challengedasthey doesn’t bar the state govern-
ern Ghats will be defeated. Pri- arenotapartof ments from including reserve
vate plantations, villages, and  ESA.Thereare  forestareasas ESA. “Thereport
other private patta lands are the several such was prepared based on satellite
ones that should be included in t:?\;lnephsl "gh":‘:s remote sensing data and model-
ESA as unregulated develop- ling. Some discrepancies were
< - ¢ taluks 5 4

ment is happening mostly in found with regard to village
these areas.” The HLWG had rec- Nilgiris-based boundaries during the ground
ommended 30 villages and 1,483 conservationist truthing exercise, and revisions
sq.km of ESA in Coimbatore dis- were made. The government has

trict, but in the latest draft notification,
the names of only eight villages are list-
ed. The extent of ESA, however, has been
shown to be 1,483 sq.km by including
more reserve forest areas in the ESA.
Also, some villages are included multiple
times.

For instance, Valparai town panchayat
is repeated five times. Similarly, in Kan-
yakumari and Tirunelveli districts, more
than half of the villages recommended
by the Kasturirangan panel are not
listed. .

Another problem is some of the villag-

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 August 2024, p.1 & 7
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already submitted the final ESA proposal
to the Union environment ministry. We
have agreed for 6,914 sq.km of ESA asrec-
ommended by the HLWG.”

Meanwhile, the Union ministry has
formed a central committee headed by
former Director General of Forests San-
jay Kumar to scrutinise the ESA propos-
als of the six states.

One of the committee members said,
“As of now, proposals of Goa, Gujarat and
Maharashtra are in advanced stages of
finalisation. We will be submitting the
report to the ministry by next month.

‘



E Tamil Nadu government
on Tuesday approved three ma-
¢ j”g‘r power policies on pumped
. storage projects, small hydel
projects, and wind repowering
~ and life extension. This marks
~ the first time such policies are
being introduced in the state’s
ergy sector.
The approval for wind repow-
ring and life extension of wind
mills has come eight months af-
I ter the release of the draft poli-
. cyon January 2. The state gov-
~ ernment is aiming to boost the
. green energy sector with a tar-
get of setting up renewable en-
. ergy power plants with a com-
' bined capacity of 20,000 MW by
. 9030. These policies were intro-
duced to help achieve this goal,
" said Electricity Minister
. Thangam Thennarasu.
_ Though the policy details are
| yettobemade public, some key
' highlights were shared after a
I cabinet meeting. The govern-
~ ment intends to encourage pub-
t;; lic and private sectors to estab-
_ lish pumped storage projects.

JURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennal

Small hydel projects policy
will support the development of
power plants with capacities
ranging from 100 kilowatts to 10
megawatts. The policy aims to
encourage private companies to
produce electricity for their
own use while minimising envi-
ronmental impact.

The government highlighted
that small hydropower projects
could reduce carbon emissions
and create a renewable and

clean source of electricity. By
avoiding reliance on dwindling
conventional fuel reserves,
these projects ensure sustaina-
ble energy availability. Addi-
tionally, the policy promotes
research, development, and the
introduction of new technolo-
gies. Under this policy, 10% of
the electricity generated will be
given to the Tamil Nadu Power
Distribution Corporation free
of cost.

Ina first, TN appriwes three maior\\
~ green policiesin '

od for repowering, life extension of windmills come

energy sector

s 8 months after release of draft policy

The Wind Repowering, Refur-
bishment and Life Extension
Policy is expected to boost the
state’s wind power generation
by 25%. However, K Venkatach-
alam, chief advisor of Tamil
Nadu Spinning Mills Associa-
tion, expressed concern about
achieving this target by repow-
ering, due to technical challeng-
es such as wind availability, ma-
chinery, and grid connectivity.

He noted that while the policy
expects developers to increase
wind power generation by 25%
through repowering, studies in-

'dicate that this may not be pos-

sible at all sites. In such cases, a
wind-solar hybrid setup may be

‘recommended to augment re-

newable energy generation.

S Jayakumaran, CEO of Vay-
ulo Energy in Tirunelveli, men-
tioned that upgrading old wind-
mills could increase installed
capacity, which would require
improved power evacuation ar-
rangements. He suggested that
Tangedco should plan for more
110 KV and 230 KV substations
and transformers to accommo-
date the increased capacity. /]

(]

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 August 2024, p.6
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‘Two more wetlands added: TN tops |

Ramsar list with a total of 18 sites

Villupuram’s Kazhuveli & Tiruppur’s Nanjarayan bird sanctuaries are latest additions to list

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

WITH two more wetlands being
added to the Ramsar list, Tamil
Nadu leads in the network of
protected areas in India with
the total number now at 18. Ka-
zhuveli bird sanctuary in Vil-
lupuram and Nanjarayan: bird
sanctuary in Tiruppur are the
latest additions to the list.

The state government had
sent proposals seeking Ramsar
recognition for Kazhuveli and
Nanjarayan, which were ac-
cepted by the Union environ-
ment ministry and Ramsar sec-
retariat on the Independence
Day eve.

“These two sanctuaries, with
a combined area of 5,277 hec-
tares, lie in the Central Asian
Flyway and are vital breeding
and foraging grounds for water
bird species. The sites are home
to more than 750 species of flo-
ra and fauna and near-threat-
ened bird species like Spot-
billed Pelican, Black-headed
Ibis and Oriental Darter.

Deepak Srivastava, member
secretary of the Tamil Nadu
State Wetland Authority, told
TNIE that the focus of the au-
thority is to get the Integrated
Management Plan (IMP) done
for all the 18 Ramsar sites.
“IMPs for 13 Ramsar sites are
under preparation by the Salim
Ali Centre for Ornithology and
Natural History in Coimbatore
and will be completed by Octo-
ber. This is a prerequisite to

,:-‘\‘

seek central funding for ecolog-
ical restoration of these wet-
lands under the National Plan
for Conservation of Aquatic
Eco-systems (NPCA). We can
avail 60% of the total cost of
restoration,” he said.

He added that the chief min-
ister had launched the TN Wet-
lands Mission for protection,
conservation and restoration
of 100 wetlands with focus on

livelihood options. Wetlands

play a major role in enhancing
human lives, besides offering
ecological services and sup-
porting endemic species.

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 August 2024, p.2

Villupuram's Kazhuveli and Tiruppur’s Nanjarayan bird sanctuaries are vital breeding grounds for water bird species | express

For instance, Kazhuveli bird
sanctuary, which is tidally con-
nected to Yediyanthittu estuary,
was facing problems with the
fisheries department proposing
to build twin harbours inside
the estuarine ecosystem. TNIE
carried a series of articles on
how damaging the harbour
project would be for the liveli-
hood of small fishermen de-
pendent on the estuary and the
overall environment. Finally,
the southern bench of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal took up
the issue and kept the environ-
ment clearance in abeyance.
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What is Ramsar site?

A Ramsar site is a wetland site
designated to be of international
importance under the Ramsar
Convention, an inter-
governmental environmental
treaty established in 1971 by
Unesco. It provides for national
action and international
cooperation regarding wetland
conservation. Ramsar identifies
wetlands of international
importance, rare or unique
wetland types or for their
importance in conserving
biological diversity

L.

S



'Made-in-TN Green Ammonia to be
exported to Japan; firminks deals

Stalin to lay foundation stone for 36K crore Green Hydrogen project in Thoothukudi today

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE foundation stone for the
first Green Hydrogen project of
the state worth 236,238 crore
will be laid by Chief minister
MK Stalin in Thoothukudi on
Wednesday. This will be among
the 28 projects for which foun-
dation stones will be laid on the
day. As many as 19 other
projects will be also be inaugu-
rated on the day. The total
worth of the 47 projects is
268,773 crore and it will gener-
ate more than 1.06 lakh jobs.
Industries Minister TRB Ra-
jaa, giving the break-up, said 19
projects worth 217,614
crore would be inau-
gurated generating
65,000 jobs. Apart
from that the founda-
tion stone will be laid

ister to realise the projects
signed during the Global Inves-
tors Meet (GIM) 2024.

“After the MoUs were signed,
a committee was formed to re-
alise the deals, and now we
have these 47 projects, which

‘have been signed during GIM

and also from the period be-
tween 2021 to 2023, including
the visit of chief minister to
foreign countries, the minister
added.

The Green Hydrogen project
of Singapore-based Sembcorp

‘would be one of the largest in

the country to have been

‘grounded and it will be coming

up in around 80 acres to
100 acres of land in the
VOC Port in Thoothuku-
di, industry sources told
TNIE. The project is
expected to generate

The significance of the
Green Hydrogen project is that
Green ammonia being pre-
pared by using Green hydrogen
will be exported to Japan by
Sembcorp. It is learnt that the
company has signed agreement
with Japanese firms - Sojitz
corporation and Kyushu Elec-
tric Company. Industry sources
said Sembcorp plans will pro-
duce an initial 200,000 tonnes
of Green ammonia per annum
at the Indian plant. The project
is considered to be the largest
Green Hydrogen project in In-
dia as other projects are either
in paper or in pilot stage.

Industry department sources
said they are also working to-
wards realising other hydrogen
projects where a memorandum
of understanding has been
signed prior to the Global In-

Interestingly, this will also
be the major investment con-
clave before the chief minister
leaves for the United States on
August 27. Another project for
which foundation stone will be
laid is that of the 3,400 crore-
worth project of St Gobain,
which is across segments in-
cluding gypsum, glass, wool,
different types of glass and ce-
ramics among others.

The chief minister will also
be inaugurating the Larsen and
Toubro Innovation Campus
which is coming up near Porur
at a cost of 3,500 crore. It will
generate jobs for 40,000 people.
Hiranandani’s Greenbase In-
dustrial and Logistics Parks
will also be launched at a pro-
posed investment of Z700 crore.
The other projects to be
launched include Tablets India

for 27 projects worth
%51,000 crore. He said

guration of these
projects highlights
the keenness of the
state government
under Chief Min-

1,511 jobs. |

TRB Rajaa

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 August 2024, p.4

vestors Meet.

47 projects, which have been signed during GIM
and also from the period between 2021 to 2023

and Milky Mist.

THE TOTAL WORTH OF THE 47 PROJECTS.
THE PROJECTS WILL HELP GENERATE
MORE THAN 1.06 LAKH JOBS ,

Ay

‘TN is frontrunner in realising
India’s green hydrogen ambitions’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

ABOUT 200,000 metrie tonnes of green
hydrogen per annum will be exported
to Jupan in the form of green ammo-
nia, a Sembeorp official said,

The off-take agreement, signed re-
cently in the presence of Union Minis-
ter of New and Renewable Energy
Prahlad Joshi, for the Singapore-facili-
tated cross-border export of green am-
monia from India to Japan represents
the first such collaboration in the in-
dustry. The agreement is between Sem-
beorp Green Hydrogen Pte Ltd, Kyushu
Electric Power Co, Sojitz Corporation,
and Nippon Yusen Kabushiki Kaisha.
Vipul Tuli, Chairman (south Asia) and

CEO, Hydrogen Business, Sembcorp

Industries, said, “Tamil Nadu is a front-
runner state in realising India’s green

TEN Vol

hydrogen ambitions. Sembcorp is hon-
oured to be part of this historic
moment”

The other major investments include
pumped storage units to be set up
across Tamil Nadu by renewable ener-
gy major Greenko Group at an invest-
ment of 20,114 crore and the Tamil
Nadu Engine and Innovations Centre
planned in Coimbatore at an outlay of
7400 crore by the state government in
association with TIDCO and TATA
Technologies. Hyundai Motor’s dedi-
cated hydrogen innovation centre at an
investment of ¥180 crore at the Thaiyur
campus of the IIT-Madras, and X700

- crore investment by Hiranandani
Greenbase Industrial and Logistics
Park on 211 acres of land in Oragadam,
which is expected to generate 1,000 jobs,
are the other important projects.
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Source:

The New Indian Express,

22 August 2024, p.9



TN corp plans green energy
plants on Adyar and Cooum

Corpn to build plants with combined capacity of 20,000 MW by 2030

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Green Energy
Corporation (TNGEC) is plan-
ning to set up power plants un-
der the small hydropower poli-
cy announced recently on kKey
rivers such as Cauvery and
Vaigai and waterbodies in
southern and western districts.
The corporation is also explor-
ing the possibility of building
such plants on small rivers like
the Adyar and the Cooum to
utilise the run-off water flow-
ing in these rivers during mon-
soon season. It is also planning
to conduct a feasibility study
on various riverbeds for setting
up hydropower plants with ca-
pacity ranging from 100 kilo-
watt to 10 megawatt.

The proposals have been ini-
tiated after the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment, in a bid to reduce car-
bon emission, approved three
green energy policies on Au-

gust 13. An official order with

full details of the three policies
is expected in the next two
days.

A senior TNGEC official said,
“We plan to build plants with a
combined capacity of 20,000
MW by 2030. Our teams have
suggested that apart from ma-
jor rivers, small rivers like the
Adyar and the Cooum could

also be explored. The initiative
seeks to encourage private
companies to generate electric-
ity for their own use. Tangedco

has nearly 1,000 substations

across the state to transmit
power from generation points
to consumers. Currently, these
facilities are sufficient to meet
the demand. Going forward,
however, it will be necessary to
build more substations to main-
tain grid stability. The utility,

therefore, must assess the pos-

sibility of establishing addi-
tional substations.”

Once the details of the three
policies are made public,
TNGEC will execute the plan in
full swing, the official said.

Highlighting renewable en-
ergy projects, another official
said, “TNGEC is also concen-

The state currently has

47 hydropower plants
with a combined capacity
of 2,321.90 MW | exeress

trating on building new solar
plants under a hybrid system.
This approach allows develop-
ers to build wind and solar pow-
er plants on the same land. If
the state can build power plants
with at least 5,000 MW capacity
each year, reaching the 20,000
MW target in next six years is
possible.” ;
The official said TNGEC
plans to build solar plants with
a capacity of 10,000 MW and hy-

~ dro plants to generate 1,050 MW

by 2030. The state must allocate
more space for solar plants in
all districts, he said.

At present, the state has 47
hydropower plants with a com-
bined capacity of 2,321.90 MW,
and solar units, including
rooftop plants, that could gen-
erate 7,995.53 MW. :

P /4

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 August 2024, p.4
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Chennai saw ground-level
ozone peak in summer despite
fewer excess days, says study

Ground-level ozone is a harmful gas that poses serious health risks, especially for those

with respiratory problems and for vulnerable groups such as children and the elderly

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hennai saw pro-
C longed periods of

high ground-level
ozone in the summer of
2024, though the problem
was less widespread than
in previous years, a study
by the Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE)
has found.

The number of days
when ozone levels exceed-
ed safe limits was relatively
low, with only nine days of
exceedance reported. Ho-
wever, the city’s peak
ozone concentration
reached 192.7 pg/m?, the
third-highest among the 10
cities studied, indicating
severe spikes despite fewer
excess days.

Ground-level ozone is a
colourless gas that forms
just above the Earth’s sur-
face. It is considered a “se-
condary” pollutant be-
cause it results from the
reaction of sunlight with
primary pollutants. These
primary pollutants include
nitrogen oxides from vehi-
cle emissions and indus-
trial processes, as well as
volatile  organic com-
pounds from vehicles, sol-
vents, and various indus-
trial activities.

There are two sets of
standards for ozone: an 8-
hourly standard of 100
pg/m? and one-hourly stan-
dard at 180 pg/m®. Signifi-

Health hazard: Chennai's peak oz

cantly, as the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
caps data at 200 pg/m?, it is
difficult to assess how high
concentrations  actually
reach, making it challeng-
ing to evaluate the one-
hourly standard, the study
said.

The CSE assessment ex-
amines summer trends
(April 1-July 18) from 2020
to 2024 using real-time, 15-
minute average data from
the CPCB’s online portal. It
includes data from the
Continuous Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring System
at official stations across 10
metropolitan regions, in-
cluding nine stations in the
Chennai Metropolitan

one concentration reached 1
10 cities studied, indicating severe spikes despite fewer excess days.

Area (CMA).

Anumita Roychowdhu-
ry, from CSE, says that
ground-level ozone, a
harmful gas, poses serious
health risks, especially for
those with respiratory is-
sues and vulnerable popu-
lations such as children
and the elderly. Despite its
indirect emission sources
- such as vehicles and in-
dustrial  processes -
ozone’s toxic effects are
undeniable, and its levels
have significantly in-
creased in recent years,
she says.

The CSE study points
out that ozone levels per-
sist year-round, though
they peak during the sum-

Source: The Hindu, 12 August 2024, p.8
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92.7 ug,

, the third highest among the

mer. In Chennai, this sum-
mer saw a decrease in ex-
cess days when compared
to previous years, but the
problem remains critical.
Velachery and Perungudi
in South Chennai are the
areas most severely im-
pacted by ground ozone
pollution in CMA. This
year, Velachery exceeded
the pollution standard for
six days, while Perungudi
surpassed it for three days.

Further, ground-level
ozone should ideally be-
come negligible in the
night air, but CMA has
been witnessing a rare
phenomenon where ozone
levels remain elevated
hours after sunset.

As a part of monsoon preparedness

ork. Wter Resource Department staff

clearing water hyacinths at Narayapuram lake in Pallikaranai | AsawiN PRASATH

“Michaung lessons:
Flood mitigation focus
now on south Chennai

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

FOLLOWING the havoc
wreaked by Cyclone
Michaung last year, the Wa-
ter Resources Department
(WRD) has shifted its flood
prevention focus to certain
areas in south Chennai. The
state government has al-
ready allocated Z30.5 crore
for pre-monsoon prepared-
ness in these areas.
Officials said vari-
ous works, including
maintenance of the
Adyar, Kosasthalai-
yar, and Araniyar
rivers, removal of
the sand bar at the
Muttukadu mouth, and
clearing of silt, sludge, and
debris from Pudhupattinam
sea mouth, will be completed
before September to ensure

free flow of water during the

northeast monsoon.

“We plan to execute as
many as 138 tasks. These in-
clude the removal of debris,
waste materials, and aquatic
weeds to ensure the free flow
of water bodies in Chennai,

~ Tiruvallur, Chengalpattu,

and Kancheepuram districts.

Last monsoon, many arterial
roads and residential areas

between Mudichur near
Tambaram and Velachery
were completely flooded,

causing immense hardship
for residents,” a senior WRD
official told TNIE.

To prevent similar issues
this year, flood mitigation
work has already begun in
Shollinganallur, Keelkatalai,

Vengaivasal, Velachery,
Ottiyambakkam, Pe-
rumbakkam, Naray-

anapuram, and sur-
rounding localities,
he added.

Highlighting the
missing links in

stormwater drains, the
official said, “Since 2017, the
WRD has been constructing
stormwater drains in south
Chennai. We have identified
27 missing links, but have
completed work in only 11
drains in nine places includ-
ing Narayapuram, Mudichur
and Tambaram.” He further
said that construction of
drains alone won'’t suffice to
prevent floods if rainfall ex-
ceeds ngalle els.

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 August 2024, p.3
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//Glamping rooms being built in Pulicat ESZ

No govt clearance sought for project which is nearing completion; structures just 100 metres from high tide line

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

MULTIPLE white dome-shaped
luxury glamping rooms are be-
ing built on the pristine beach-
es in Tiruvallur, an area classi-
fied as a No-Development Zone
(NDZ) as per Coastal Regula-
tion Zone (CRZ) norms. Such
activity is strictly prohibited in
the area, which is also within
the 10-km default eco-sensitive
zone of the Pulicat Bird Sanc-
tuary. The project is nearing
completion but government de-
partments and agencies con-
cerned told TNIE they are una-
ware of itasno clearances have
been sought.

TNIE recently visited the
area, which was completely
fenced off. The tall trees hide
the road and building construc-
tion from public view. However,
a drone survey of the area re-
vealed the scale of the ongoing
construction. Aside from the
| glamping rooms, more struc-
| tures are under construction. A

uring over 300m was fenced-off
and the structures built are just
around 100m from the high tide
line, which is right inside the
NDZ. The construction is being
done over an area of about six
hectares with survey numbers
49(1), 50(2b) and 48(1). While
there is patta for the first two
survey numbers in the name of
one Sreedevi Unnithan, the
third is a salt marsh and gov-

%

ernment land.

As per the approved Coastal
Zone Management Plan
(CZMP), the resort area is clas-
sified as CRZ-3 under the 2011
notification. Area of up to 200m
from the high tide line on the

landward site, in the case of the
seafront, is earmarked as a
NDZ on which no construction
shall be permitted except for
repairs or reconstruction of ex-
isting authorised structures.
The only permitted structures
are dwelling units of tradition-
al coastal communities.
Section 3 (IX)(XIII) of the no-
tification also prohibits the rec-
lamation of land for commer-
cial purposes such as shopping,
housing complexes, hotels and
entertainment activities. Dress-
ing or altering the sand dunes,
and natural features such as
landscape for beautification,
recreation, and other such pur-
poses are prohibited.
Fishermen activist K Sara-
vanan and Tiruvallur District
Traditional United Fishermen
Association general secretary
Durai Mahendran said a writ-
ten complaint has been sent to
the district collector, TN State
Coastal Zone Management
(TNSCZMA), Department of
Environment and the Forest

Department on the illegality
two months ago, but no action
has been initiated. “As per CRZ
norms, you can’t even build a
house or even a temporary
structure in NDZ. Commercial
activities are only allowed with
prior approvals beyond 200m
from the high tide line. In this
case, it’s a commercial proper-
ty located just within a few me-
tres from the sea and has no ap-
provals,” Saravanan said.
When contacted, AR Rahul
Nadh, director of DoE and
member secretary of TNSCZ-
MA, told TNIE that he would
send a team for an inspection
on Monday. He also confirmed
that a resort or commercial
structure can’t be built in the
NDZ as per norms. “CRZ clear-
ance can’t be given even if they
have applied for it,” he said.
Chennai Wildlife Warden
Manish Meena said the forest
ranger was directed to conduct
a site inspection and verify the
facts, based on which appropri-
ate action would be initiated.

—
IFE

i large chunk of the beach, meas-

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 August 2024, p.2

"WRD: No go but to let surplus Cauvery waterintosea

In 2022-23, 4,57,393
mcft of water was
released via surplus
channel of Mettur
dam to the river,
which eventually
reached the sea

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennal

BARELY a few weeks after the
water level in Mettur dam went
to abysmally low levels, the res-
ervoir is now full and the Cau-
very river is in spate as the sur-

plus water is being released into

it. This has once again resulted
infarmers demanding measures
to prevent huge quantity of wa-
ter getting released into the sea.

While stating that water get-
ting released into the sea cannot
be fully prevented due to ecologi-
calreasons, officials from the Wa-
ter Resources Department
(WRD) said there are fewer via-
ble options to store large quanti-
ty of water.

According to the data from
WRD accessed by TNIE, in 2022-
23, the department released
4,57,393 mcft through the surplus
channel of Mettur dam to the
Cauvery, which eventually
reached the sea. This was the
highest amount of surplus water
handled in 90 years.

A senior official told TNIE, “To
store surplus water, land acquisi-
tion is crucial. However; the state

t~government faces many legal is-
N

3,2?,062

sues during this process. This is
why the government is unable to

implement major schemes to

manage the surplus water.”
The official said, “The only so-
lution is to build small tanks

linked to the surplus channel of

Mettur dam. Currently, the Met-
tur-Sarabanga lift irrigation
scheme in Salem district is in
progress to store 555 mcft of wa-

ter. Under the project, 100 water -

tanks cam‘-‘be filled, benefiting
nearly 4,100 acres of ayacutland.
However, this is a very small
quantity compared to the thou-
sands of mcft of water released
into the sea.”

“Investing crores of rupees to
store small quantity of water is
not feasible,” the official
explained.

KV Elankeeran, president of
the Federation of Cauvery Delta

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 August 2024, p.6

* Year when dam
was opened

Farmers Association, told TNIE,
“Many of the smaller waterbod-
ies have been encroached upon,
often with the help of those in
power. If the encroachments are
removed, it will be easier to store
more water.”

In response, a WRD official
said, “The state government is
exploring the possibility of build-
ing barrages in a few places in
delta districts.”
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Those spreading
Ooty landslide
rumours to face

‘music: Collector

COIMBATORE: District collec-
tor Lakshmi Bhavya Tanneeru
has warned that action will be
taken against those spreading
rumours that a landslide just
like the one in Wayanad, will
take place in Nilgiris anytime.
She told media that the public
need not get panic about such
rumours.

She further said that a team
of experts from the Geological
Survey Department (GSI) will
be visiting Nilgiris this week to
inspect all the vulnerable plac-
es. “The expert committee will
inspect the places already iden-

. tified by the district adminis-

tration and will report on the
security measures and then
measures will be taken,” she
observed.

N
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City's Water And Sewage Lines Mapped Using Geographic Information System

Mobile app to
help Metrowater

spot blocks, leaks

PadmajaJ@timesofindia.com IN SHORT
lot of guesswork and multiple road cuts g¥i3g Z17.8 crore
were how Metrowater officials found a =
leak or a block in pipelines. And if the Asian Development Bank
engineer was new to the area, tracing the | Funded by funded TN Urban Flagship
ipeline network became trickier. Now, Investment Programme
any official can trace the underground pipeline net- | jnayguratedon | Aug 12,2024

work using just a mobile application. All pipelines

have been mapped with geo-coordinates for the first
tme sincethe first pipeline was Jaid n 152, BRI R
Now, a leak or clog can be identified soon, even

within a day because of geo-mapping pipelines, said | Manholes 1.6 lakh
Metrowater’s top brass. The water agency has built =

alive GIS (geographic information system) monitor- Water lines 7.268km
ing cell with a large display panel on the sixth floor | sewer lines 4,659km

of its Chintadripet headquarters, where officials T

update coordinates of new and old underground | Water distribution systems 260

pipes, as and when they are installed or replaced for | and tanks '
civic work. This 17.8 crore-worth GIS cell was inau- | sewage pumping stations 342 ]

gurated by chief minister M K Stalin on Aug 12.
GIS mapping began in mid-2022 with the contrac.  WHAT THE GIS CAN DO

tor Darashaw & Company Pvt Ltd using five DGPS  » Locate water and sewer lines with exact

(Differential Global Positioning System) instruments  coordinates

to get accurate satellite data and 22 magnetic locators z
to locate iron pipelines and metallic manhole lids. > !dentify streets that do not have water
Water board engineers, can currently find out and sewer lines and expand services

where water and sewer lines run, twist, turn and > Find leaking underground lines
snake underground, ending at a sewage pumping without guesswork-based roadcuts

station or a water tank. “We can also figure out
streets that do not have water or sewer servicelines,” > Ensure all manholes are 30m away

said Metrowater managing director T G Vinay. from each other by measuring in GIS
When aroad is cut, stormwater drains, cable opera- T
tors or underground electricity wires, sometimes water > Information |_n|:|uded about water and
sewer systems in GIS app

orsewer lines rupture, and finding the leak takes a long

time. “But we will integrate data with Metrorailand  » which GCC zone and ward, road,
other line departments with Greater Chennai Corpora-  geo-coordinates, depth of pipe, size of
tion. Every department will know where our under-  manhole, leads to which sewage
ground pipelines run and canavoid rupturingordamag-  pumping station and STP

ing them. We will also get stormwater drain data, along —
with manholes and silt catch pits which will be useful > Each water and sewer pipeline have
forus,” explained Vinay. This Metrowater GIS-map will d!ﬁe'em !
be integrated with GCC’s integrated commandand con- ~ circles denoting manholes

colours on the map with small red

trol centre, ist T
The GIS application also helps in identifying ;I::megaﬂr:dmandd within

valves of sewers and water lines, which can help in
opening or closing them during repairs. It also helps
in finding junctions that need valves, said Moham-
med Basheer CM, assistant vice-president of Da-
rashaw. They have also mapped household service
connections- there are around 9.9 lakh sewerage con-
nections and 8 lakh water connections in Chennai.

“Soon, we will even map out illegal sewage outfalls
in waterbodies and other drains,” said Vinay. But
more work needs to be done. This centre only moni-
tors vinelines. not fluid movements.

Source: The Times of India, 24 August 2024, p.4

HOW IT WORKS: TG Vinay, MD, CMWSSB,
explaining how the application works

Pic: A Prathap
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mapped water and sewer
lines, water tanks, sewage
pumping stations and sewage
treatment plants using GPS
coordinates which can be viewed
from anywhere with a mobile or
computer application.

This is monitored and updated
in a geographic information
system (GIS) cell at the
Metrowater head

office )
{8
fim

@ =
1
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WRD set to clean 3 major
waterways as part of flood
prevention measures in city

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Water Resources
Department is likely to be-
gin cleaning three water-
ways - Buckingham canal,
Otteri Nullah and Virugam-
bakkam-Arumbakkam ca-
nal - that flow through
core areas of Chennai in a
few days.

These were earlier ex-
empted from annual mon-
soon preparedness exer-
cise. They were initially
proposed to be dredged as
part of restoration projects
executed under the Chen-
nai Rivers Restoration
Trust. But the work was de-
layed due to administrative
reasons.

Once the funds of ¥3.5
crore are sanctioned, the
department plans to clean
the three waterways, along
with the ¥35 crore project
being carried out simulta-
neously in various parts of
city and its fringes.

Residents have been de-
manding the removal of
vegetation and silt from
these canals to alleviate in-
undation. Sholinganallur
and Anna Nagar residents
had earlier raised concerns
about the entire water
spread area of the canals
being covered with aquatic
weeds. They pointed out

Residents have been demanding the removal of vegetation and silt
from the three canals to check inundation M. KARUNAKARAN

that it was imperative to
clean these canals as sever-
al minor channels drained
into them.

Besides various stretch-
es of Adyar and Cooum riv-
ers and confluence of the
river mouths and sea, sur-
plus courses of major re-
servoirs, including Red
Hills, and water bodies in
western and southern
parts of the city are being
cleaned of floating waste
and vegetation. The exer-
cise would be carried out
till the year end to enable
smooth flow of floodwater
into the water channels.

Virugambakkam  resi-
dents recalled that several
localities along the Viru-
gambakkam-Arumbakkam
canal were flooded last De-
cember due to run-offs
from the waterway. The
6.3-km-long canal origi-

nates near Nerkundram
and passes through areas
such as Koyambedu,
Arumbakkam and Choolai-
medu before joining the
Cooum.

S.Arumainathan, presi-
dent of Virugambakkam
Residents’ Welfare Associa-
tion said areas like Sanjay
Gandhi Nagar, Chinmaya
Nagar and Sayee Nagar
were inundated for several
days in December. A chan-
nel in Chinmaya Nagar
linking the canal to Cooum
river helped to drain a por-
tion of flood water.

“But there is a need to
construct another channel
near Saligramam to reduce
waterlogging in neighbour-
ing areas. The government
must also periodically
monitor the waterway to
stop garbage from clogging
the passage,” he said.

TN. man
repatriated
from Malaysia
after 12 years

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A native of Coimbatore dis-
trict, who could not return
from Malaysia for over 12
years, was repatriated to
India earlier this month,
thanks to the efforts of his
family friend and the Com-
missionerate of Rehabilita-
tion and Welfare of Non-
Resident Tamils.

Saravanan (name
changed) left for Malaysia
12 years ago. He could not
land a job, and the validity
of his visa expired. He sub-
sequently lost his docu-
ments, but managed to
stay in the country for em-
ployment, fearing legal
consequences if he chose
to contact the authorities,
a source said.

Non-Resident  Tamils’
Welfare Board chairperson
Karthikeya Sivasenapathy
said, “His family contacted
me, and we contacted the
Union Ministry of External
Affairs and the Indian di-
plomatic mission in Kuala
Lumpur.”

Ramesh Rao, who made
efforts for the repatriation,
said that Saravanan col-
lapsed last month and was
admitted to hospital,
where he remained uncon-
scious for a long time.

Mr. Saravanan arrived at
the Tiruchi airport after
paying a fine.

Source: The Hindu, 17 August 2024, p.10

Measures to be taken ahead of monsoon to
ensure smooth flow of water in the Cooum

Residents have complained that debris dumped in the riverbed as part of the Chennai Port-Maduravoyal Elevated Expressway has been obstructing
the flow of water in many areas of the city. They want the Corporation to use drones to assess the reduction in the width of the river in each locality

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Municipal Admi-
Tnistration and Wa-

ter Supply (MAWS)
Department is set to
launch measures to ensure
smooth flow of water in the
Cooum during the north-
east monsoon, the onset of
which is expected in
October.

Large amounts of debris
dumped in the riverbed to
facilitate the construction
of the Chennai Port-Madu-
ravoyal Elevated Express-
way is obstructing the flow
of water in many residen-
tial areas in the city. Resi-
dents have flagged the is-
sue, demanding quick
measures by the Greater
Chennai Corporation
(GCC) in coordination with

the Water Resources De-
partment (WRD).

In many locations, the
width of the Cooum has
been reduced by about
50% because of the debris.
Some residents are also us-
ing portions of the ri-
verbed as makeshift play-
grounds thanks to the piles
of construction debris in it.

Flood risk flagged

Concerned about the flood
risk, residents have asked
the councillors to discuss
the reduction in the width
of the Cooum at various
wards in the Corporation
Council meeting on Thurs-
day. Residents have also
demanded that the Corpo-
ration use drones to assess
the reduction in the width
of the Cooum in each local-
ity. Other local bodies on

Source: The Hindu, 28 August 2024, p.4

the outskirts have also
planned to assess the im-
pact of the Chennai Port-
Maduravoyal Elevated Ex-
pressway project on flood
preparedness in their
neighbourhoods.

WRD Officials said the
width of the Cooum had re-
duced from 173 m to
around 50 m in some
areas. Owing to the dump-
ing of debris, many stretch-
es of the river had been
further reduced to less
than 50 m in the past few
months. Civic agencies are
expected to discuss this
week alternatives to facili-
tate smooth flow of water
in the river. Once the flood
risk along the river is as-
sessed after the meeting,
measures to restore the riv-
er’s flood resilience will be-
gin in each locality.

T
R

S s - S
Shrunk river: The Cooum riverbed being used as a playground as a result of the dumping of debris.
R. RAVINDRAN
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Metrowater all set
to launch upgraded
website in a month

The water agency’s upgraded mobile application will also be launched in
a month, offering enhanced user-friendly features to the consumers

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Chennai Metro-
I water is set to
launch its re-

vamped website and up-
graded mobile application
with enhanced and user-
friendly features in about a
month.

The upgraded features
would enable the residents
to track the status of their
complaints at every stage
and check the progress of
the action being taken.
With the assets within the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion limits mapped and
geo-tagged, the residents
may register complaints
along with photographs on
the upgraded website and
mobile application.

On an average, the wa-
ter agency now receives
about 300-350 complaints
every day. This may in-
crease during the rainy
season, officials said.

Simplified mobile app
The mobile application has
been simplified to allow te-
nants to register com-
plaints along with their ad-
dress.

Besides integrating
complaints on various so-
cial media platforms for
quicker response, the wa-
ter agency would also
launch a WhatsApp chan-

Better service: The upgraded features would enable
the residents to track the status of their complaints.

On an average,

the water agency
now receives about
300-350 complaints
every day

nel for registering com-
plaints and remitting tax
and charges.

Consumers at all types
of buildings, including
multi-storeyed apartment
complexes, may be able to
apply for water and sewer
connections online with
the relevant documents. At
present, the water agency
has made online services
available for those build-

Source: The Hindu, 21 August 2024, p.4
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ings with up to two floors
in the city.

The entire process
would be shifted to online
mode to facilitate paper-
less services, and steps
would be taken to provide
connections in 15 days
through the online pro-
cess, officials said. There
are 13.9 lakh assesses and
8.3 lakh consumers in the
core and added areas of
the city. Officials said the
online services available
on website and mobile ap-
plication would be inter-
linked to enable the resi-
dents to pay tax and
charges, and book water
and sewer tanker services.



Social and Economic Services

Tamil Nadu’s total installed power capacity stands at 40,527.24 MW: CEA data

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s total installed
power  capacity  was
40,527.24 MW as on July 31,
2024, according to data
from the Central Electrici-
ty Authority (CEA).

The coal-fired power ca-
pacity stood at 12,771.99
MW. Of this, 4,320 MW was
from the State sector;
5,426.67 MW, the private
sector; and 3,025.32 MW,
the Central sector. Tamil
Nadu’s lignite-based ther-
mal capacity stood at
1,959.16 MW, with a contri-
bution of 1,709.16 MW
from the Central sector
and 250 MW from the priv-

Source: The Hindu, 19 August 2024, p.6

ate sector. Gas-based pow-
er plants’ capacity was
1,027.18 MW, with 524.08
MW coming from the State
Sector and 503.10 MW
from the private sector.

The private sector ac-
counted for diesel-based
power capacity of 211.70
MW, while 1,448 MW of nu-
clear power capacity came
from the Central sector.

The overall convention-
al power installed capacity
in the State was 17,418.03
MW, the data reveal.

Renewable energy

The State’s renewable
energy installed capacity
stood at 23,109.21 MW, of
which 2,178.20 MW was of

Source: The Times of India, 17 August 2024, p.6

Power statistic: The overall conventional power installed capacity
in the State was 17,418.03 MW, the data reveal. FILE PHOTO

hydro power; 10,881.34
MW, wind; and 8,831.86
MW, solar. Biomass, and
co-generation bagasse
power plants, among oth-
ers, accounted for the rest

of the renewable energy
capacity.

According to the State’s
Energy Department policy
note for 2024-25, Tamil Na-
du Power Generation Cor-

poration Limited owns five
thermal stations with a to-
tal installed capacity of
4,320 MW - Tuticorin
Thermal Power Station
with a total capacity of
1,050 MW, the Mettur
Thermal Power Station-I
with a capacity of 840 MW,
the Mettur Thermal Power
Station-II with a capacity of
600 MW, the North Chen-
nai Thermal Power Sta-
tion-I with a capacity of
630 MW, and the North
Chennai Thermal Power
Station-II with capacity of
1,200 MW.

The North Chennai
Thermal Power Project
Stage II1, which was com-
missioned on March 7 this

year, has gradually in-
creased its power genera-
tion to 670 MW. Once it
reaches its installed capac-
ity of 800 MW and oper-
ates continuously for 72
hours, it will be considered
as a power plant, the poli-
cy note said.

By commissioning
Udangudi Stage - 1 (2x660
MW) and Ennore SEZ
(2x660 MW), an additional
thermal capacity of 2,640
MW would be added to Ta-
mil Nadu’s grid in the next
two years, the note added.

It further said that the
remaining work for the
660-MW Ennore Thermal
Power Station (ETPS) ex-
pansion project, awarded

to BGR Energy Systems Li-
mited, was terminated due
to slow progress. It has
been proposed to envisage
the project under the pu-
blic  private-partnership
(PPP) mode.

Green energy

Tamil Nadu aims to be In-
dia’s renewable energy
leader by 2030. To achieve
this goal, the government
is planning a massive in-
crease in green energy gen-
eration of an additional
100 billion units. The new-
ly established Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corporation
Limited will be the driving
force behind this transfor-
‘mation, the note added.

Tangedco’s provisional
subsidy bill shoots
up by B0 crore

Venkadesan.S@timesofindia.com ADDITIONAL

Chennai: After the state govt
agreed to release an additional
subsidy proportionate to the
4.83% hike in the latest electric-
ity tariff, Tangedco’s provi-
sional subsidy bill has gone up
by 2519.25 crore in 2024-25.

In2023-24, the statereleased
714,772 crore for free and subsi-
dised power to consumers in
different categories of con-
sumers. This year, it has re-
leased 715,291 crore.

A recent order from Tamil
Nadu Electricity Regulatory
Commission (TNERC) said
2228 crore would go towards
free and subsidised power for
domestic consumers. While
domestic consumers get the
first 100 units of consumption
free, 51% of the charges for the
second 100 units is subsidised
if bi-monthly consumption is
below 500 units. For consump-
tion above 200 units, tariffs are
marginally subsidised be-
tween 10 paise and 25 paise. The
total subsidy for the domestic
category for 2024-25 is ¥7,224.95.

The subsidy for agricultu-
ral connections has increased
by 206 crore. Data shows the
state should release %5,584.62
crore towards subsidy for free
power given to agri connec-
tions. Another 31,003.08 crore
will go towards agricultural
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SUBSIDY

» Powerloom weavers (free
supply/reduction) ¥18.92cr
» Handloom weavers

(free supply) Z45L

» Lift irrigation co-operative
societies (free supply) 72.34cr
» Small industries (ToD)
charges | 710.67cr

» Common supply
connections in small
apartment complexes | T15L

consumers in the self-finane-
ing category.

For hut dwellers, addition-
al subsidy of %12.69 crore
should be borne by govt in ad-
dition to 00.25 crore released.

The state already absorbed
716,51 crore for power con-
sumption in places of worship
and will bear an additional
subsidy of %60 crore for 2024-25.

TNERC has instructed the
state to provide the subsidy in
advance to Tangedco to com-
pensate shortfall in revenue.
The regulatory body also di-
rected Tangedco to reconcile
the subsidy allowed with the
actual consumption and reve-
nue assessed during the first
quarter in FY 2024-25 and fur-
nish a report within 60 days as
stipulated in the regulation.



Tangedco to promote domestic solar
plants through Central govt. scheme

So far, the response has been good for the fiscal 2024-25, with over 10,000 applications received for the Prime Minister

Surya Ghar subsidy scheme, say officials. A total of 13,560 domestic consumers have installed solar rooftop plants in the city

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu Gen-
T eration and Distri-
bution Corporation

(Tandgedco) has set an am-
bitious target to install 25
lakh domestic rooftop so-
lar plants in the State
through the Prime Minister
Surya  Ghar  subsidy
scheme. So far, the res-
ponse has been good for
the fiscal 2024-25, with ov-
er 10,000 applications re-
ceived for the scheme, say
officials.

A senior official of the
Tangedco said a subsidy
for installing a maximum
of 3 kilowatt (KW) with a
maximum  subsidy of
¥78,000 would be given
under the current scheme.
In the previous scheme,

Push for renewable energy' The city has a total installed domestic solar rooftop capauty of more than
70 MW, with the southern part of the city having an installed capacity of more than 50 MW. FILE PHOTO

domestic owners found it
difficult to obtain the subsi-
dy, he added. The subsidy
amount is sent to the bank
account of the beneficiary
within 30 days of the plant
becoming operational, the
official added. As part of

promoting the rooftop so-
lar plant at domestic hou-
seholds, the Tangedco has
been conducting coordina-
tion meetings with rooftop
solar installers. Previously,
it was not only about the
inordinate delay in receiv-

ing subsidy but also the
shortage of net meters. At
present, all domestic me-
ters are bi-directional, and
there are no issues in the
delay for issuing net me-
ters. The official said regu-
lar meetings are being held

with a section officials to
effect the services based
on the inter-linking of the
national portal (https://
www.pmsuryaghar.gov.in)
with the Tangedco web-
site. The city has a total in-
stalled domestic rooftop
capacity of more than 70
megawatt (MW), with
south Chennai having an
installed capacity of more
than 50 MW. A total of
13,560 domestic consum-
ers have installed solar
rooftop plants.

The Tangedco official
said the rooftop solar plant
would help customers con-
suming more than 500 un-
its, as the electricity bill
was calculated based on
the units consumed after
deducting the units evac-
uated to the transmission

grid.

Source: The Hindu, 2 August 2024, p.3

g Several EB staff fail to upload pics on safety app

S GURUVANMKANATHAN @ Chennai

OF the 2,817 Tangedco sections
in the state, as many as 788 did
not upload even a single photo in
the TNEB Safety app for June.
The app was launched last year

toensure use of safety measures

such as earth rods and hand
gloves for linemen, assistants
and foremen before they begin
work on power lines and trans-
formers. Photos of employees
wearing the safety gear are to be
uploaded on the app.

Asper Tangedco data accessed
by TNIE, the Chennai-West re-
gion topped the list with 71 sec-
tions under it failing to comply.
E Natarajan, state general secre-
tary of Bharathiya Electricity
Engineers Association, said,
“The reason for not uploading
photos on the app is that there is
no manpower. Only one field

staff attends to faults. In such
cases, how can he take photos?”
He also cited the poor quality

of poles as a major reason for ae-
cidents. “A gang man recently . -
_the app being unsatisfactory, the

fell when a pole at Perambalur

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 August 2024, p.4

he was working on suddenly
broke. Tangedco must focus on
these issues,” Natarajan added.
A Sekkizhar, general secretary
of the TNEB Employees Federa-
tion, said, “Without supporting
staff, how can a field worker
alone take photos on the field?
The only other way is for them to
take selfies and upload them.”
In addition to the response to
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app by itself is plagued with
flaws. Official sources said there
is no monitoring mechanism in
place to comb through the hun-
dreds of photos that are upload-
ed on the app.

A senior Tangedco official told
TNIE, “At present, we do not
have any plan to appoint more
staff as the trifurcation work is
ongoing. However, we plan to
adopt outsourcing methods.”

A/



‘No wind’ in peak season, energy
generators keep fingers crossed

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: It's the peak season
for windmill owners, but poor
wind, in frequency and dura-
tion, has resulted in low elec-
tricity generation this year.
Wind experts say the abnor-
mal wind pattern is due to
changes in weather pattern. On
Aug 13, the total wind power
evacuated by Tangedco wasjust
4.79 million units (Mu) — lower
than in the off-wind season.
Wind energy forecasts indi-
cated this. “When wind power
generation crosses 100Mu, it’s
superwind. If it is above 80Mu,
it is good wind. If generation is
between 30Mu and 70Mu, it's av-
erage wind. Below 20Mu is low
wind and below 5Mu is nowind.
In the last 27 years, I have never
seen wind generation below
5Mu during the peak season,”
said K Venkatachalam, chief
advisor to Tamil Nadu Spin-

IN A NUTSHELL

WIND ENERGY | TAMIL NADU WIND
COMPARISON

Sy varao | | POWER FACTS

(108 DAYS) » Installed Capacity |

> 2023 | 7,182,923 | 10,591.68 MW

MUs (Average | » Annual Generatio = |y
6651 MUs/day) | 13,000 MUs ==
» 2024 | 6,262.452 | > Record High (Single

MUs (Average | Day) | 120,25 MUs on July

57.99 MUs/day) | 9,2022

> 2024 NetLoss| | » Peak Generation | 5,899

920.471 MUs MW on July 30, 2024

ning Mills Association (Tas-
ma). TN, with an installed ca-
pacity of 10,591.68 MW of wind-
mills, generates 13,000 Muevery
year. In 2023, it absorbed 10,755
Mu of wind power during the
peak season — July to Sept.
Windmill owners are not sure
they will see this in 2024.

Source: The Times of India, 19 August 2024, p.5

4

Incre

During the southwest mon-
soon, when wind flows through
the Aralvoimozhi-Pollachi pass
to Sengottai and Aandipatti,
windmills on the way rotate to
their full potential. This year,
wind power generation picked
up earlier than usual and peak
generation crossed 5,000 MW in

TN's per capita power consumption rises

ésing use of home appliances like TV, AC, fridge and rise in number

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@Chenna} ;

TAMIL NADU'’S per capita elec-
tricity consumption hasreached .
1,792 units in 2023-24, com;

to 1,640 units the previous year,
as per the data from Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution
Corporation (Tangedco) ac-
cessed by TNIE. Sources has at-
tributed the rise in electricity
consumption to the increasing
use of home appliances like tel-
evisions, air-conditioners, re-
frigerators, and electric
vehicles, ¢

- Speaking to TNIE, a senior
Tangedco official said the in-
crease in per capita consump-
tion is also driven by the ex-
panding industrial and
commercial activities in Tamil

tion stands between 350 Million

 YEAR-WISEPER CAPITA

(in units)

CITY CONSUMPTION

electricity consumption. Th

energy efficiency and conserva-
 tion, saying upgrading electric-

Nadu. “Both the central and

state governments are continu-
ously taking steps to manage
the rise in consumption,” he
said.

. He said currently, the state’s
average electricity consump-

- Units (MU) to 379 MUs a day.

“The construction sector, in-
cluding residential and com-
mercial spaces, is witnpssmg
rapid growth, accounting for
over 80% of the state’s total

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 August 2024, p.4

'his
trend of expanding residential
and commercial spaces is likely-

to increase the energy demand
further,” he said.

Another Tangedco official
highlighted the importance of

ity systems in homes and com-
mercial buildings with
power-saving devices like LEDs
that can reduce energy usage
while emitting lower green-
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May — the pre-wind season.
Per-dayevacuationalsocrossed
100Mu in the period. Aug was a
dampsquib.

So far, maximum wind pow-
er generation in a day was on
July 16 —109.54 million units
(Mu). The peak was 5,899 MW
on July 30. A private weather
analyser said not much wind is
passing through Aralvoimozhi
asrains have receded in Kerala.
Wind from the Pacific will cool
as it pulls clouds towards Kera-
la, but cloud movement is mini-
mal and wind remains dry
“What we are getting now are
occasional winds due todepres-
sion in southwest Indian
Ocean.”

Venkatachalam hopes the
wind season extends beyond
Septasitdoes when wind power
generation dips in peak season.
The best wind energy generat-
ing year was 2022, with a record
high of 120.25 Mu on July 9.

of e-vehicles contribute tq

]

1



Ferry service between Nagapattinam and
Kankesanthurai resumes after 11 months

The Hindu Bureau
NAGAPATTINAM

The passenger ferry ser-
vice between Nagapatti-
nam and Kankesanthurai
in Sri Lanka resumed on
Friday. The service was
suspended days after it was
launched on October 14
last year.

The ferry, Sivagangai,
carrying 44 passengers
who included tourists and
traders, sailed from Naga-
pattinam in the morning. It
will return to Nagapattina-
mi on Saturday. Nagapatti-
nam MP V. Selvaraj, Pudu-
cherry Home Minister A.
Namassivayam, and Naga-
pattinam  Collector P.
Akash flagged off the ser-
vice. Regular services will
begin from Sunday. The

Puducherry Home Minister A. Namassivayam and Nagapattinam MP

V. Selvaraj flagging off the ferry on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ferry will leave Nagapatti-
nam at 8 a.m. and reach
Kankesanthurai by noon. It
will return to Nagapatti-
nam by 6 p.m., leaving
Kankesanthurai at 2 p.m.
Tickets are priced at
15,000 for economy class
and 7,500 for premium
economy.

The ferry, captained by
Bhaskar of Karaikal dis-

Source: The Hindu, 17 August 2024, p.8

trict, has a 15-member
crew.

It offers fully air-condi-
tioned accommeodation,
paid meal services, and te-
levision entertainment.

The port security will be
handled by the Central In-
dustrial Security Force
(CISF).

Immigration formalities
are handled by the Minis-
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try of Home Affairs. The
Customs Department has
posted its staff at the port
to screen passengers’ be-
longings. One of the pas-
sengers on Friday was Ma-
hasenan, a Tamil-speaking
Sri Lankan national. He ex-
pressed the hope that the
service would promote
better relations between
the Tamil communities in
India and Sri Lanka and
help to resolve the issues
between the fishermen of
both countries.

The service was
launched last year with the
vessel Cheriyapani but was
suspended soon after due
to the northeast monsoon.
A plan to relaunch it in May
was delayed and then can-
celled, much to the disap-
pointment of travellers.



Trips to cost more as toll at 25 plazas
across state to go up from Sunday

EXPRESS MEWS SERWICE @Chennal

FROM September 1, vehicle us-
ers have to pay more fees at 25
toll plazas on national highways
across the state

It has increasad by L55% over
the base rate, calenlated based
on the wholesale price index and
other factors. Consequently, the
per kilometre fee for cars will
increass from the pregent ¥1.45%
to #1468, leading to an increase
of 5 to T10 per vehick:, Fees for
other types of vehicles will in-
crease by T10 to T, depending
onthevehicle category Monthly
passes will also see an increase
of T30to 60,

The revised fiees will be im-
posied at toll plazas in Vikesvan-
i (Timd ivan am- Ulund wrpet),
HKiodai Road {Dindigul bypass -
Samayanallur), Manavasi
(Trichy-Karur), Mettupatti {Sa-
lem-Ulundur pet), Morattandi
(Puducherry-Tindivanam),
arrsang others,

Asof August 1, the state has
BT toll plazas, While more (han
din ikl placens revise ihelr feesan
mually an April 1, rest af them
will undergs revision on Sep-
temibser 1, in accordance with the
Mational Highways (Deermina-
tion of Rates and Collection)
Rudes of 20086,

Trucks travelling from Colm-
batore to Madural, Virudhuna
gar, Thoothukudi, and other
southern or delta districts via
Salem will face an additional toll
feo of ¥ 200 to M0 per trip. The
fee hike is also likely to cause
the prices of essential commodi-
thes to rise.

Diespite the base rate increase
beringonly 2.55%, ollcallections
in the state are expected to rise
by over 10% due to the growing
number of tripsand the iIncreas-
ing mumber of private and com:

Sat, 31 August 2824

merckal vehicles, Official soure-
esfrom NHATLsaid toll collections
from private vehices also have
goen a sipnificant rise during
holidays and festivals in recent
YEHAIS.

According to data presented
in the Pariament last month,
the state’s annual toll earnings
during the 2020-21 Covid-19 lock-
Aoy wers 33208, 13 crore Al
the implement ation of manda-
tory toll collection throush Fasi-

= https:/Sfepaper.newindianexpress.com'c/T57659711

*Conid 19
lockdown period
8. W
Xy Mo
ﬂ‘* shared
ol

e ] :l.m_f.rl:y
W M
Toll collection

— at 61 plazas
\[asqfﬁprﬂl

Sawrce: Farllament

ag, revenues increased acrnss
the state, reaching T 264935
crore in 202122 and ¥ 3, 7548.23
crore the following yearn, mark-
ingadl % growih. In 3253, toll
earnings increased by 10.6%,
amaounting to $4,157 596 crome.
In addition to privately fund-
ed highwavs, roads developad
with public finds also undergo
eyl rev s foms, Thre are
a0 toll plazas on public-funded

highways in the staie,
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Safety check throws up violation of
regulations in Southern Railway

An inspection in Tiruchi Division shows that loco pilots have been denied mandatory rest hours on 81 occasions to address
manpower shortage; this is a violation of the Railway Act, 1989, and Railway Servants (Hours of Employment) Rules

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

ailway Board offi-
cials have found a
serious violation

of safety regulations in the
deployment of loco pilots
in Southern Railway.

Documents accessed by
The Hindu reveal that a re-
cent safety check in the Ti-
ruchi Division exposed
that loco pilots were de-
nied mandatory rest hours
on 81 occasions, with the
crew controllers modifying
the rest hours to address
manpower shortage. This
was in violation of the Rail-
way Act, 1989, and the Rail-
way Servants (Hours of
Employment) Rules.

The Executive Director,
Safety, Railway Board, who
conducted the inspection,
told the divisional officials

Safety compromised: The Executive Director, Safety, Railway

e

Board, told the Tiruchi divisional officials that altering the rest hours
of loco pilots would compromise safety and was unauthorised.

that altering the rest hours
would compromise safety
and was unauthorised. Fol-
lowing this, the Senior Di-
visional Electrical Engi-
neer, Tiruchi, issued a
directive that departmen-
tal action would be taken
against those modifying
the loco pilots’ rest hours.
Qut-station rest, a cru-

Source: The Hindu, 4 August 2024, p.9

cial part of the loco pilots’
working hours, was clari-
fied by Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw in the
Rajya Sabha last week.
Southern Railway Chief
Public Relations Officer M.
Senthamil Selvan said that
while out-station rest was
usually provided according
to the rules, some excep-

tions were noted “in which
rest periods were likely
less than the norms”.

On the manpower shor-
tage, Mr. Selvan said there
was a 16% vacancy for loco
pilots and assistant loco
pilots.

As for the locomotive
amenities, he said that tra-
ditionally there was no air-
conditioner in the locomo-
tive cabins. About 40% of
the locomatives had been
fitted with air-condition-
ers. New locomotives were
being rolled out with air-
conditioners built in.

Inadequate amenities

A separate amenities audit
by the All India Loco Run-
ning Staff Association in
South Eastern Railway,
where some major train ac-
cidents had happened in
recent times, highlighted
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inadequate air-condition-
ing, with only 108 of the 741
locomotives having func-
tional  air-conditioners.
The report, submitted to
the General Manager,
pointed to bad or average
seating arrangements in
129 locomotives and called
for improved working con-
ditions to ensure flawless
work.

‘Software issue’

The Divisional Railway
Manager, Tiruchi, in a post
on X (formerly Twitter),
said loco pilots were given
the mandatory rest. The
report was erroneously
generated owing to a soft-
ware issue.

“This anomaly has been
highlighted to the Centre
for Railway Information
System to correct their
software,” he said.



100 new buses for city,
58 of them low-floor

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: MTC on Sunday
got 58 new low-floor kneeling
buses after a gap of 14 years.
These buses come with air
suspension, allowing it to
kneel and making it easier
for passengers, such as se-
nior citizens and pregnant
women, to board the vehicle.
All the driver has to do is
pressabutton.

Launched by sports and
youth minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin, the buses also feature
a foldable ramp at the en-
trance for passengers who
use wheelchairs. There’s a
button for these ramps too
near the door. Passengers
can alight in under three

minutes, Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(MTC)said.

There’s also a designated

space for differently abled
passengers. MTC has in-
structed bus crew to ensure
that wheelchairs are secure-
ly strapped to the provided
handles, otherwise passen-
gers could lose their balance
during sudden brakes.

And, apart from automat-
ic gear, the buses also have
automatic doors, which
means no footboard travell-
ing. MTC employees have
been instructed to keep these
doors closed, even if there
are two subsequent stops
nearby.

MTC will operate these
new buses on key routes in
the city, including 70(Tamba-
ram-Avadi), 109 (Broadway-
Kovalam), and 101 (Thiruvot-

A Prathap

SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE: Launched by sports and youth minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, the buses feature a foldable ramp at the en-
trance for passengers who use wheelchairs

tivur-Poonamallee). They
had initially planned toavoid
low-floor buses on routes
with wvehicular subways or
narrow roads. But,atrial run
will be conducted on select
routes before monsoon be-
gins and subways get inun-
dated, according to MTC offi-
cials. The kneeling buses are
likely to operated as deluxe
services, according to offi-

Source: The Times of India, 5 August 2024, p.3

cials. They’ll charge higher
than ordinary services and
women will not be able travel
for free on these new buses.

In addition to these low-
floor, rear-engined buses, Ud-
hayanidhi flagged off 30 reg-
ular BS-VI-compliant buses
and 12 refurbished ones.
These vehicles together will
replace 100 buses in MTC’s
aging fleet.
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Govt plans to construct ECR
elevated corridor in 18 months

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The govt is plan-
ning to complete the con-
struction of the long-pend-
ing elevated corridor project
from Thiruvanmiyur to Uth-
andi on the East Coast Road
within 18 months to alleviate
traffic congestion in the ar-
ea. Until the corridor is com-
pleted, road expansion work
over the 8.8-km stretch from
Thiruvanmiyur to Akkarai
will be accelerated and fin-
ished by April 2025.

The elevated corridor,
aimed at reducing travel
time along the 15km route,
will begin at the TIDEL Park
junction and end at Uthandi,
passing through key loca-
tions such as LLB Road junc-
tion, Kottivakkam, Neelan-
karai, Injambakkam, and
Akkarai. On-ramps and off-
ramps will be strategically
placed at LB Road junction,
Thiruvanmiyur RTO office,
and Neelankarai to ensure
easy access for local resi-
dents. Once completed, the
corridor is expected to re-
duce travel time to just 20

Source: The Times of India, 20 August 2024, p.5

minutes, according to high-
ways minister E V Velu, who
inspected the work on East
Coast Road on Monday.
Aspart of the ongoing ex-
pansion of East Coast Road
— a vital route connecting
Chennai to Kanyakumari
via several major towns —
land acquisition for the six-
lane road is already under-
way in six villages, including
Thiruvanmiyur, Kottivak-
kam, Palavakkam, Neelan-
karai, Injambakkam, and
Sholinganallur. This stretch
of road experiences heavy
traffic due to the rapid
growth of the IT sector and
the increasing number of
high-rise buildings along the
corridor. The widening pro-
ject,divided intofour phases,
aims to significantly reduce
the traffic congestion that
currently plagues this route,
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according to an official re-
lease.

The govt has sanctioned
2940 crore for the road widen-
ing. The work in areas such
as Kottivakkam, Palavak-
kam, Neelankarai, Injam-
bakkam, and Sholinganallur
isinprogress, with theentire
project expected to be com-
pleted by April 11, 2025.

In addition to the road
widening, the project in-
cludes the construction of a
central median barrier, pave-
ment blocks, and arainwater
drainage system. Rainwater
drainage work in land-ac-
quired areas has been com-
pleted, and Tangedco is cur-
rently relocating utility
equipment.

Once this is done, Chen-
nai Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board will
begin laying water pipes and
underground sewage pipes
onbothsidesof theroad, said
Velu. He urged department
officials to ensure that the
projects are completed
quickly and with high quali-
ty, so they can be opened to
the publicassoonaspossible.



NDMA sanctions X150 crore
to State govt. to implement
flood mitigation projects

The National Disaster Management Authority will release 150 cr. as first instalment to implement

works taken up by the Chennai Corporation and WRD. Five major projects will be carried out

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he National Disas-
T ter Management
Authority has sanc-

tioned a grant of T150 crore
towards urban flood miti-
gation projects proposed
in Chennai. The grant
would be released as a first
instalment to the State go-
vernment under the Na-
tional Disaster Mitigation
Fund.

The grant has been
sanctioned for five major
projects to improve some
of the surplus channels
linked to small waterbo-
dies; to construct new
storm-water drains to
bridge gaps in the existing
network; create sponge
parks; rejuvenate eight wa-
terbodies; and install Su-
pervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) for
the automation of reser-
voirs’ operations.

This is the first urban
flood mitigation project
worth ¥561.29 crore ap-
proved under the National
Disaster Mitigation Fund
following the floods last
year. This includes the
Central government’s as-
sistance of T500 crore.

Senior officials of the
Water Resources Depart-
ment said that some of the
works have already start-
ed, and they are expected
to be completed by the on-
set of the Northeast mon-
soon in October. The ongo-

Preventive effort: This is the first urban flood mitigation project worth ¥561.29 crore approved

under the National Disaster Mitigation Fund following the floods last year. FILE PHOTO

ing works include
improving the capacity of
Thanikachalam drain to re-
duce floods at Thiru.Vi.Ka.
Nagar and Kolathur, and
the Gerugambakkam chan-
nel to minimise inundation
in areas such as Manapak-
kam and Nandambakkam.
The Department has al-
so proposed to increase
the carrying capacity of
the Korattur surplus chan-
nel and rejuvenate small
waterbodies, including in
Puthagaram. Eight other
waterbodies in localities
such as Manali, Sathanga-
du, and Madhavaram
would also be rejuvenated
to alleviate floods.
Another significant pro-
ject that would be taken up
under the urban flood risk
management programme
is the installation of SCA-
DA, a decision support sys-

Source: The Hindu, 1 August 2024, p.4
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tem for the automated op-
erations of the reservoirs’
shutters in the city.

The software applica-
tion would transfer real-
time data, including in-
flow, storage, and water le-
vel, from the city
reservoirs, and help the
Department make deci-
sions on remote opera-
tions of the surplus regula-
tors during monsoon.

The I32-crore project
would ensure better reser-
voir management with
planned release of surplus
water, avert floods, and op-
timise storage in waterbo-
dies, officials said.

B. Sakthivel, hydrologist
and consultant, who has
worked with various go-
vernment agencies, said
Chennai was the first city
to obtain project approval
for urban flood manage-

ment. It has set an example
for other cities like Ahme-
dabad and Mumbai to
chalk out proposals for ur-
ban flood risk mitigation.

Besides strengthening
SWD in flood-prone loca-
tions in areas like Tondiar-
pet, Basin Bridge, and An-
na Nagar, the Greater
Chennai Corporation
would also create sponge
parks at Mathur MMDA
and Tiruvottiyur for better
groundwater recharge.

Eco blocks-based rain-
water harvesting struc-
tures, which would filter
silt in water and replenish
groundwater, would be
built at 770 locations.

Eco blocks-based infil-
tration and detention
tanks would be built in
eight playgrounds to miti-
gate urban flooding, he
said.



¢
’CM inaugurates 103 prOJects completed at 770 cr

P

EXPRESS NEWS S@RVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin, on
Monday, virtually inaugurated
103 completed Municipal Ad-
ministration and Water Supply
department projects worth
%769.9 crore and laid the founda-
tion for 30 new projects worth
¥1,192.45 crore.

Orders were issued for the for-
mation of four new corporations
-- Tiruvannamalai, Namakkal,
Pudukkottai and Karaikudi - to
the respective mayors.

Among the new projects for
which the foundation stones
were laid, projects worth ¥1,153.2
crore were under the Greater
Chennai Corporation. Of these,
subway connecting wards 81 and
85 in Ambattur at a cost of Z11.4
crore, a skywalk suspension

s :

bridge connecting two phaées of

the Tholkappla Poonga at 29.3

crore, redesigning of the Race
Course Road from Guindy bridge
Jjunction to Chakrapani Street at
%20.75 crore, are to be carried
out. In addition, the Tiruvottiy-

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 August 2024, p.4

(M Stalin inaugurated buildings at Govt Law Coll
urH Roadmaisbtoberede- ,

Ramanathapuram | exeaess

signed at a cost of %64 crore. In
the 15 zones, 2,089 roads are to be
re-laid at a cost of 259 crore.

A drinking water augmenta-

~ tion project under the Tamil

~Nadu Water Supply And Drain-

™

\
b

age Board, worth ?296 08 crore
was also 1naugurated Accord-
ing to a release, this is expected
to benefit 3.2 lakh people in
Nagercoil.

A Geographic Information
System management centre that
maps water supply and drainage
infrastructure of the Chennai
Metro Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board was opened by the

_chief minister. It was construct-

ed at a cost of Z17.8 crore.

In a separate event, the chief
minister also inaugurated new
college and hostel buildings at
the Government Law College in
Ramanathapuram at a cost of
76 crore and a playground at Dr
Ambedkar Government Law
College at Pattaraiperumbudur
in Tiruvallur district that was
constructed at ¥1.57 crore.

b 3

Chennai start-up may soon offer
commercial rocket launch services

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

THE Chennai-based start- -up
Space Zone India, which is
scheduled to launch its reusa-
ble hybrid rocket from the city
on Saturday, may soon venture
into commercial rocket launch-
es to place small satellites in
low earth orbit.

Saturday’s launch will be a
sub-orbital mission where a
Rhumi-1 single-stage rocket
with a hybrid propulsion sys-
tem will place 3 CubeSats and

50 Pico satellites at an altitude

of 35 km. The altitude would
vary depending on weather
conditions like wind, humidity
etc., at the time of launch.

Anand Megalmgam CEO,
Space Zone India, told TNIE
that the rocket, which is the
first of its kind in India, is fully
integrated and all the checks
aredone. Jose Charles Martin,
managing directo “Martln

Group said, "‘Weare always on
the lookout for innovative ven-
tures that push the boundaries
of technology and contribute
to a better future. Supporting
Space Zone India aligns per-
fectly with our vision.”

(From left) Dr Anand Megﬂ ingam, CEQ, Space . Zone India, Dr Mylswamy Annadural.
Moon Man of India, and Jose Charles Martin, MD, Martin Group | asawin pRasaTH

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 August 2024, p.5
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QR codes to help pubhc Verlfy GCC docus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVI(E @Chennal

THE C‘hennai Corporation on
Monday rolled out a QR code

feature for the public to verify

the authenticity of various doc-
uments issued by its revenue
tment such as new or re-

depar

vised assessments, property tax

assessments, property tax name
transfers, and trade licenses.
- Mayor R Priya launched the

m1tiat1ve as part of the meas-

i Ml 0

o et

ures outlined in the 2023-24 and

-2024-25 corporation budget an-
nouncements. Citizens can now
download these documents on-
line, make copies and easily
verify them usmg the embed-
~ded QR codes.

During the event, Priya dis-
tributed uniforms to National
~Cadet Corps and Scouts and

Guides students from corpora-

tion schools. As part of the 2024-

255 rudeot; T66 kch wee dlfocet:

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 August 2024, p.5

)
)
[
|

‘ed for providing training and
uniforms to high and higher
secondary school students par-
ticipating in NCC and Scouts
and Guides programmes.
‘Uniforms worth %11.82 lakh
were distributed to 400 students
from across the city on Monday.
Deputy Mayor M Mahesh Ku-
mar, Commissioner J Kuma-

ragurubaran, and officials from

the revenue and education de-

; *“partments attended the event. -

60-yr dream Athlkadavu—Avmashl proj launched

P SRINIVASAN @Erode

A 60-year-old demand of farm-
ers of Erode, Tiruppur and
Coimbatore districts, the
Athikadavu-Avinashi 1rriga
tion project was finally
launched by Chief Minister M
K Stalin through video confer-
encing on Saturday. The project,
implemented at ¥1,916.41 crore,
involves the diversion of 1.5
tmeft of surplus water from the
downstream of the Kalingaray-
an Anicut in Bhavani river,
once a year at the rate of 250
cusecs for 70 days, towards fill-
ing 1,045 waterbodies in

" Karamadai Pogwind

meTeR
 SAGARDAM [
NILGIRIS ;

?PHZ?‘ R

COIMBATORE

Polanaickenpalayam (PH 4
TIRUPPUR

The Athikadavu-Avinashi project will irrigate 24,468 acres of farmland | express

drought-affected parts of the from the project, for which the
three districts. About 50 lakh  foundation stone was laid at
people are expected to beneﬁt

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 August 2024, p.1
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dambalayém

 Avinashi in February 2019.

Speaking to reporters after
thelaunch in Erode, Minister S
Muthusamy said that 1,065km
of pipeline was laid for the
project. “Six pumping stations
have been set up. Through this,
24,468 acres of farmland will be
irrigated and the drinking wa-
ter needs of the people of the
three districts will be met,” he
explained.

Attributing the three-year
delay in completion to issues
related to land acquisition in
some places, the minister said
the DMK government had
solved this by having proper

_ dialogue with the farmers. P9



The Mission Aimed To Transform City With Smart Mobility, Improved Flood Control And Complete E-Governance

Ten years, and Chennai’s not halfway Smart

WHAT WENT WRONG?

Imosta decade has passed

since Smart Cities Mis-

sion (SCM) projects were

launched in Chennai,

romising to turn it into

a data-driven powerhouse with an

emphasis on smart mobility, technol-

ogy, energy and environment. The

upgrade was to offer a city-wide bicy-

clesharing system, on-street parking

management, high walkability, better

flood control, solid waste manage-

ment and full e-governance. T Nagar

was picked for an expensive area-
based development (ABD) project.

Yet, recent reviews point to the
virtual collapse of key elements of
the plan which had an outlay of 2877.9
crore for T Nagar and 2488.3 crore for
pan-city schemes. Greater Chennai
Corporation has admitted the multi-
level parking system in T Nagar is a
non-starter, and defunct sharing bi-
cycles are seen at many bike points
in the city. A remedial initiative is
now to be attempted.

The DMK govt that assumed office
in 2021 launched an inquiry into a
suspected scam in the SCM pro-
gramme pushed by its predecessor
AIADMEK govt but did not publish the
2022 Davidar Committee report. Pub-
lishing it and providing an update on
funds used and work completed
would enhance transparency.

The T Nagar ABD project was
blamed for the crippling floods of 2021
in many west Chennai localities,
since rainwater flow was blocked by
the construction. Ironically, mitigat-
ing flooding through storm water
management was itself a 2122 crore
SCM component, including in two
sites in T Nagar at cost of 222 crore.

Two key vertical elements of the
Smart City proposal have failed to
take off and are now overtaken by
newer ‘study’ proposals that effec-
tively postpone solutions indefinitely.
Pedestrianised streets are one, proud-
ly advertised by Chennai Smart City
Limited on its website, witha planned
coverage of 471 bus route roads and
a length of 389km. The city's self-as-
sessment report stated it would invest
60% of its transport budget on non-
motorised transport (NMT) initia-
tives, as laid out in Chennai's NMT
policy.

The SCM goal merely scratched
the surface, and the only showpiece
available is T Nagar’s pedestrian

TOI Pic

SPACED OUT:
The 740 crore
multi-level
parking
facilityin

T Nagar is
shuttered with
efforts being
made to revive
it with.a new
contractor

SMART CITY
SNAGS

Key issues identified in Chennai

when the proposals were
drafted

» Pedestrian safety

> Unorganised parking I ;_I
» Last mile connectivity

> Pollution

» Quality infrastructure (G 9)
for pedestrians c( 9
» Enforcement issues & NI/
» Traffic management

» Energy efficient lighting ‘

» City surveillance

IMPLEMENTED | GPS-based vehicle
tracking app Chennai Bus, shows
location and expected time of
arrival of bus

AWAITED | Payment of ticket via
mobile, bank wallets, smart cards,
credit/debit cards at depots and
buses

plaza. Even this stretch is overrun by
cars parked along Theagaraya Road
as the multi-storeyed parking lot
stands shuttered. A cat-and-mouse

Source: The Times of India, 13 August 2024, p.6

game is witnessed with hawkers as-
serting themselves on the walkway
amidst occasional clearance drives.
A rational vending permit system
that stops pitting pedestrians against
hawkers has failed to emerge. T Na-
gar was pitched as the model for a
citywide renaissance of pedestrian
infrastructure through an NMT
push.

The 240 crore multi-level parking
facility built to absorb vehicles com-
ing to the shopping district spectacu-
larly failed and is now sought to be
revived through a new contractor: At
present, several vehicles avoid paying
parking fees, some of them using the
disused bus stop opposite the Pondy
Bazaar police station. More complex-
ity is bound to be added to the shop-
ping district when the metro line to
Panagal Park opens.

A second pan-city initiative for
which 2351 crore of direct funding by
SCM was sought (of a total of 2452
crore), is the use of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT)
in NMT. The biggest share of this
expenditure was earmarked for street
light monitoring, followed by intel-
ligent traffic management. But the
smart service directly linked to the
road user was the bicycle sharing
system, with a fleet of 3,000 bicycles.

While bicycle stations did open at
some points, the scheme had not been
thought through for city-wide opera-

tion. To-
day, rem-
nants of the
dysfunction-
al system are
found strewn at

several locations. An

updated ‘hop on, drop off” version of
bike sharing run through franchises
could work, but only if road space is
available for cyclists. A system to
maintain shared bikes everyday
would be at the core of this model.

Ultimately, the official agencies
failed tosupport another high-impact
ambition they themselves laid out in
their SCM “self-assessment” docu-
ment: to advance ‘smart mobility’.
Global models give priority to smart
mobility and a smart environment,
along with ‘smart people’ — who
have good access to fully leverage
these data-driven offerings.

The vision statement of Union
govt said, “A Smart City does not re-
quire an automobile to get around;
distances are short, buildings are
accessible from sidewalks, and trans-
port options are plentiful and attrac-
tive to people of all income levels.”
Tamil Nadu, in turn, mentioned its
ambition as raising city bus availabil-
ity to 50 buses per 1lakh population,
80% of bus-route roads having foot-
paths with a minimum clear width
of 1.8m, and cycle tracks along roads
with a right of way of 24m or more.
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These fundamentals do not depend
entirely on smart city initiatives.

The Chennai Comprehensive
Transport Study 2010 envisaged that
by 2026, the population within the
Chennai Metropolitan Area will be
about 12.6 million. This translates
into 6,000 operational buses even for
the erstwhile CMA, not taking into
account the recently announced ex-
pansion to neighbouring districts.
While the DMK govt delivered on the
promise of free bus travel for women,
it continues to baulk at ramping up
bus numbers to match officially
stated goals. It resists modernisation
of the full fleet to comply with the law
on disability rights. The result is a
slide in quality of service and dep-
rivation of inner city areas of
reliable bus service that ex-
isted in the past.

TN’s SCM submission
states that despite invest-
ments in a 45km metro
rail network, 34% of
roads along the metro cor-
ridor did not have foot-
paths, only 6% of major

roads had footpaths of de-
sirable width, greater than
2.5m, and only 2% of access
roads to metro stations had foot-
paths of 2m width or more. An up-
dated walkability database is not
available, although the Chennai
Metro has been operational in the
first phase areas for many years.

With backsliding on the SCM,
govt has the choice of parsing key
elements from it and augmenting
them during Metro Rail Phase 2. But
the move to commission newer ‘stud-
ies’ into last mile connectivity
through transport regulator CUMTA
and on parking management can
only buy time at the cost of produc-
tivity and revenues.

Recently, MTC objected to the pro-
posed entry of new private feeder
buses in chosen Chennai zones. But
the bus corporation is already losing
out to share autos that operate in the
thousands even along inner city
routes. An alternative would be for
MTC to be asked to operate small
buses at scale, taking over the exist-
ing share auto system. As the free
travel for women scheme has shown,
smart mobility makes for a smart
economy in Chennai, and elsewhere.

(The writer is a Chennai-
based journalist)



Why toll at Parali Pudur plaza costs a homb

TNIE looks at the NHAI calculation that shoots up fee at the facility on Madurai-Natham-Thuvarankurichi NH

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu has 67 toll plazas
maintained by the NHAIL and
among them, the Parali Pudur
plaza on Madurai - Natham -
Thuvarankurichi NH has
gained the distinction of being
the most expensive in the
sta te

The 61.12 km fourdane NH,
starting at Gokhale Road and
ending at Thuvarankurichi,
connects Dindigul and Tiruchy,
charges T190fora single trip by
car, T305 for minivan or tempo
van, and TGS for truck or hus.
In comparison, other sixlane
highways like the Walajahpet -
Pallik onda and Hosur - Krishna-
giri sections, where the high-
ways fenced for 80% of the
stretch on both sides, charge
Tl10and TS respec tively, Why
is the Madurai - Thuvaranku-
richi NH so costly?

A closerlook at the toll cal eu-
lation formula used by NHAIL
reveals that of the T190for a
car, T101 is solely for crossing
the Tkm elevated corridorfrom
Maduraito Chettikulam. Addi-
tionally ¥66.54 is charged for
the 45 kim streteh, and 1899 for
the 8.6 lkim Natham by pass road.
Toll callection on this route be-
ganon February 2 this year

According to NH Fee (Deter-
minatinnof Rates & Collection)
Rules 2008 and RTI responses
obtained by TNIE from NHAIL
the total tollable length of ele-
vated structures is caleulated
using anequalisation factor of
10 This means the 6.9 km ele-
vated corridor is charged as if
itwerea 693 km highway when
cal culating the fee,

Similarly if a bypass for NH
is constructed at a cost excend-
ing T10 crore, the total lengthis
calculated 1.5 times for toll fee
purposes, For the 8.6 km Nath-
am hypass, the toll is caleu lated
for 12,9 km. Thus, the total tol-
lable length of the Madurai -
Thuvarankurichi NH is 127.8
lm. In Tamil Nadu, the toll fee
per kilometre for veh icles isde-
termined based on the 2007.08
base rate. The base rate was
T0.65 per km for cars, T1.06 for
tempos, and T2.2for trucks, and
these have been increased an-
nually by 2.4 % to 2.55 % con-
sidering the wholesale price

PRICEY PROJECT

DUETO THE CALCULATION FORMULA, TOLLF EE FOR THE 6.9 KM
ELEVATEDCORRIDOR GCHARGED AS IF ITWEREA G9.3 KM HIG HWAY

MADURAI- NATHAM - THURAVANKURUC HINH COST BREAK UP Total road | Base rate per km
HOW TOLL FEE length: | for car ¥1. 466
SHTION DISTAME ~ TOTALCOST ~ (DSTPER NN OF ¥190 PER ; 2
| Madural (Gokhale 7803.82 FORACARIS
ural a 3
road ) - Chettikulam 73km crore 0-crom ARRIVEDAT
Il Chettikulam - GRS
Matham MH 785 2933 km crore TB4crom %99
Il Matham - IH2T72
Thuvamniarchi NH 24.43km et Z21.6 crome

DTAL PROJ (05

CATEGRY DF VEHICLE
Car fleep/LMV

Light commercial vehicle, mini bus |

Bus or truck

3-Axle Commercial Vehicle

Heavy construction machinery and
other 4 to 6 Axle

Oversized vehtles (7 or more axle ) |

leviable

length: 127.8

= 1466 169.3km km

!';“ i Total fee:

T #187 (Rounded

km off 2190)

i mOut of 2190,

1'}“ cars spend

1.9 101 for just

km crossing the

| | elevated

| corridaor. If the

T 2 diim Kifem  Omaed 102 E:J::ES tall:l

. b lFlie  bpm o without an

KNFORZOOT-00  _ FORZ0Z-24 W BSim: RS elevated

#0.65 FLABE Wi%al  Gi%ol 100 %al corridor, the

.05 2236 arlal alml  alsl feewould be

7232 7406 ditaee  dime  dioe 95 per trip

124 541 e Maintenance costs fore levated

structures are also significantly

i ti.78 higher compared to regular road
.2 .47 NHA official

index and inflation. Therefore,
the toll fee fixed per km for
A24-25 is T1LAGE for cars, TL36
for minibuses, and ¥4.96 for
trucks.

Although the maddistanceis
G1.1 km, the toll fee is calculat-
ed for 127.68 km according to
NH's rules. Asa result, witha
base rate of T1.466 per km, the
toll for a car totals T187.85,
which is then rounded up to
T190, the documents revealsd.

Sources indicated that the
tollable length is deter mined
based on the cost incurred for
constructing the infrastruc-
ture, Documents obtained by
THIE reveal that NHAI spent
anaverage of T110 crore per km
for building the elevated road
from Madurai to Chettikulam
(7.3 k), T26.4 crore per kim for
the Chettilkkulam to Natham NH
(29.39 kim), and T21 6 arore per

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 August 2024, p.4

WHA| spent anaverage of F110 crore per ke for building the?.3-km elevated road
from Madural to Chettikulam | kxsunose

km for the Natham to Thuwvar-
ankurichi NH (24 .43 kim).

“The construction cost of an
elevated road isfive to six times
higher than that of adding two
lanes to an existing road. Addi-
tionally, the maintenanoe costs
for elevated structures are also
significantly higher compared

]

to regular roads,” said an
official.

An NHAI official explained
that the elevated road starts at
Gokhale Road and reaches
Chettikulam, passing through
densely populated residential
areas like Race Course Colony

Athikulam, Narayanapuram,
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Iyer Bungalow, Tirupalai, and
Oomichikulam. “Given the
heavy traffic and the inabili ty
to widen the road by acquiring
land, the elevated corri-
dor was proposed in
consultation with lo-
cals and the state
government.”
A section of locals said the
travel time firom Madurai to
Chettikulam has been re-
duced from 45 minutes
to 15 minutes, saving
both fueland time.
8 Rethinavelu,
president of the

Agrofood Chamber

of Commerce and
Industry, said unlike in Chen-
nai, Madurai’s roads are nar
row and lack parking spaces.
“Before widening, vehicles on
Matham Road moved inch by
inch, Now, despite the hightoll
fee, motorists can experience
the benefits of this infrastrue-
ture through reduced conges
tion in coming years. The city
needs more such corridors.”

To reduce travel timeand de-
congest the Tiruchy - Madurai
MNH, the NHAI widen ad the two-
lane section from Thuravanku-
ruchi to Madurai via Natham
into a fourdane highway for
61.1 km. The actual distance via
theTiruchy NH is 72 km.

Although the Natham NH
has significantly cut travel
time, it hasn't reduced motor-
ists” use of the Madurai -
Tiruchy NH and Dind igul - Sa-
mayanallur NH.

RTI data revealed that toll
earnings at the Chittampatti
(Melur) plaza on the Madurai -
Tiruchy NH decreased by T 40
lakh to a0 lakh during Janu-
ary and February before toll
collection began at the Pudur
taoll plaza. However, earnings
returned to their usual TE.67
crore toTET crore per month in
May and June, suggesting that
commuters have shifted back to
Madurai - Tiruchy NH. Simi-
larly, the Kodai Road toll plaza
on the Dindigul - Samayanallur
NH handled between 7.2 to 7.8
lakh vehicles permonth in May
and June which was higher by
3 to 5%. From June 1 to 30,
about1.12 lakh vehicles crossed
the Pudur toll plaza, the data
added.



Adventure tourism
proposed in Madurai’s
jallikattu stadium

Vivanesh Parthiban
@timesofindia.com

Madurai: The district tou-
rism department plans to in-
troduce adventure tourism at
the Kalaignar centenary jalli-
kattu arena in Madurai to
generate revenue during off-
season when jallikattu events
are not held. The arena,
which was inaugurated by
chief minister M K Stalin in
January, spans 66 acres but
only 16acre have been utilised
forjallikattu so far.

After its construction was
completed, the PWD handed
over the remaining land and
stadium infrastructure to the
tourism department in mid-
August. The tourism depart-
ment has submitted a propos-
al to the state govt to intro-
duce more than 22 adventure
activities including zip lin-
ing, hot air balloon rides, ar-
chery, rock climbing, bungee
jumping, zorbing, and ATV
rides. These activities aim to
enhance the stadium’s appeal
and attract visitors during pe-
riods when jallikattu doesn’t

take place.

Earlier, the PWD had sug-
gested transforming unused
portionsof thestadium intoa
sports village for hosting
tournaments and other sport-
ingevents, buttheideadid not
gain traction. “The idea of a
sports village wasn't condu-
cive. In the six months after
inauguration, there was min-
imal interest in organising
events outside of jallikattu,”
district tourism officer Bala
Murugan said.

The tourism department
also cited delays due to elec-
tions as a reason for under-
utilisation of the space. To ad-
dress this, they are revising
rental rates and exploring the
possibility of allowing large-
scale events such as music
concerts at the venue. In addi-
tion to adventure tourism ac-
tivities, the district forest de-
partment has proposed a
trekking route near Vaguthu-
malairange, closetothe stadi-
um. This route could serve as
the starting point for zip lin-
ingand parasailing.

Source: The Times of India, 31 August 2024, p.10

Seven firms roped in
to give expertise for
large-scale projects

These firms have been nominated for govt. projects on a competitive

basis; their services are valid for three vears, says Engineer-in-Chief, PWD

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Public Works
I Department  has
appointed seven ar-

chitecture firms to provide
technical expertise in de-
signing large-scale building
projects taken up by va-
rious departments in the
State.

Earlier, a committee
comprising seven mem-
bers, including representa-
tives from government and
educational  institutions,
and architects, was ap-
pointed for empanelment
of eminent architects/ar-
chitectural consortiums to
carry out iconic public sec-
tor projects, with cost esti-
mate above 3100 crore.

The committee has so
far received applications
from 15 architectural firms
from across the country.

The firms that have been
chosen are CRN Architects,
Murali Architects, OCI Ar-
chitects from Chennai;
Space Ace Architects from
Haryana; Mumbai-based
Collage Design private li-
mited; and Noida-based
Enarch Consultants.

Sanrachana Architectu-
ral Studio, a city-based con-
servation and architecture
firm, has been selected to
share expertise on conser-
vation projects. The firm
has been engaged by the
Department of Museums to
prepare a detailed project
report for the Indepen-
dence Day Museum in Hu-
mayun Mahal.

K.P. Sathyamurthy, Engi-
neer-in-Chief, PWD and the
committee’s chairman said
various government agen-

Some of the architects roped in have designed some of the city’s
landmarks, including Anna Centenary library. FILE PHOTO

The architecture
firms will provide
technical expertise in
designing large-scale
building projects

cies may use the know-
ledge of these architects
approved by the commit-
tee in their project propo-
sals. These firms have been
nominated for government
projects on a competitive
basis and their services are
valid for three years.

One of the major crite-
rion in selecting the firms
was that they must have
worked on at least two pro-
jects worth ¥50 crore each
in a year or completed any
signature building of State
or national architectural
importance. “We are look-

ing to add more architectu-
ral firms to the panel and
are inviting applications
from across the country,”
he added.

Officials noted that while
some of the architects spe-
cialised in stadiums, a few
of them have designed
some of the city’s land-
marks, including Anna
Centenary library and re-

novated Kalaivanar
Arangam.
Detailed plans, designs

The knowledge of the se-
lected firms would be used
in preparing detailed plans
and architectural designs
of various projects. The
empanelment of architects
would help incorporate
modern and sustainable
techniques in the new
structures, they added.

Source: The Hindu, 16 August 2024, p.4
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‘Prepare zone-wise
maps showing rivers,
flood relief centres’

At a review meeting on northeast monsoon, elected representatives

emphasised the importance of properly warning the public about floods

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

lected representa-
E tives in the city, in-

cluding MPs, MLAs
and Councillors, have
asked civic officials to pre-
pare zone-wise maps to
clearly indicate rainwater
catchments, and waterbo-
dies such as rivers, canals
and ponds, in addition to
flood relief centres and ac-
cess routes.

This demand was made
at the northeast monsoon
review meeting held at the
Ripon Buildings’ Amma
Maaligai on Friday, in
which several Ministers,
MLAs, and officials of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC), Water Resourc-
es Department (WRD),
Chennai Metro Rail Limit-
ed (CMRL), and Chennai
Metro Water Supply and
Sewage Board, among oth-
ers, participated.

Elected representatives
emphasised the impor-
tance of ensuring that
flood warnings were pro-
perly communicated to
the public, especially to
those living in low-lying
areas. “Residents must be
moved to safety, imme-
diately upon receiving
such warnings. For those

Source: The Hindu,

{

Taking stock: Elected representatives at the northeast monsoon
review meet at Ripon Buildings’ Amma Maaligai. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

without alternative accom-
modation, officials should
arrange shelters in nearby
schools and marriage
halls,” they noted, in the
list of requests.

The need for coordina-
tion between relevant go-
vernment departments
and the district adminis-
tration for rescue and re-
lief operations was also
stressed at the meeting,. It
was advised that genera-
tors be kept ready at all re-
lief centres to ensure unin-
terrupted power supply.
Additionally, officials were
asked to identify and re-
pair potholes on roads and
streets, at least 15 days be-
fore the predicted onset of
the monsoon. Further, in-
frastructure projects such
as drinking water supply

and underground sewer-
age work were to be
paused before the mon-
soon to ensure road safety,
they said. Inspections of
government-owned build-
ings, with necessary re-
pairs, should be underta-
ken promptly. Toll-free
numbers for residents dur-
ing relief efforts were to be
publicised. Damaged in-
frastructure, such as elec-
tric poles, were to be
promptly repaired, and
adequate sandbags pre-
pared to handle unexpect-
ed breaches in waterbo-
dies, they stressed.

Desilting of storm-water
drains and repairs to leaks
in storage tanks, canals
and sponge parks were
highlighted as critical tasks
at the meeting.

Source: The Hindu, 18 August 2024, p.6

City police hold awareness campaign
for e-commerce delivery executives

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

With nearly 8,500 traffic
violations by e-commerce
delivery executives being
recorded this year, the
Greater Chennai Traffic
Police (GCTP) organised an
awareness campaign for
delivery executives here on
Saturday.

The GCTP has noted a

11 August 2024, p.3 significant rise in Chen-

nai’s gig workers post-pan-
demic with 40,000 to
60,000 delivery personnel
now working across plat-
forms such as Swiggy, Zo-
mato, BigBasket, Blinkit,
Dunzo, and Amazon. Most
of these workers, predomi-
nantly young males aged
18-30, work part-time or
flexibly.

The GCTP’s Zero Acci-
dent Day (ZAD) initiatives
aim to balance the de-

mands of this growing gig
economy with the need for
safe traffic conditions. A re-
cent GCTP study has re-
vealed frequent traffic vio-
lations among delivery
personnel, such as speed-
ing, signal jumping, and
non-compliance with hel-
met laws especially during
peak hours, said Addition-
al Commissioner of Police,
Traffic R. Sudhakar. This
underscored the impor-
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tance of raising awareness
among them, he added.
The GCTP announced a
series of impactful indoor
and outdoor activities as
part of the Zero Accident
Day awareness plan, tar-
geting delivery personnel.
The event featured a semi-
nar for 100-200 delivery
agents focusing on road sa-
fety, supported by accident
footage and a speech on
vehicle maintenance.
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CM hikes pension for freedom

fighters from 20k to 321,000

CONTINUED FROM PAGET

«THEY incur high expenses as
they have to buy medicines regu-
larly for diseases like diabetes and
blood pressure. As a solution, ge-
neric drugs and other drugs would
be made available to them at lower
price through the CM Pharma-
cies,” he said.

Under Mudhalvarin Kakkum
Karangal scheme, 30% of the loan
amount will be provided as capi-
tal subsidy and 3% as interest sub-

sidy. The state government will

also provide skill and entrepre-
neurship development training to

" the ex-service men. Kin of sol-

diers who made the supreme sac-
rifice while performing their duty
are also eligible for the scheme. In
the next two years, ¥120 crore cap-
ital subsidy and 3% interest sub-
sidy will be provided for Z400
crore worth projects, the CM
said.

Stalin also said that the month-
ly pension for freedom fighters
would be hiked from 20,000 to
791,000 and the pension for fami-
lies of martyrs of freedom move-

ment would be increased from

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 August 2024, p.7

211,000 to ¥11,500 per month. The
special pension for the descend-
ants of Veerapandiya Kattabom-
man, Maruthu Brothers, Ram-
anathapuram King
Muthuramalinga Vijaya Raghu-
natha Sethupathi, and V O
Chidambaranar would be hiked
from %10,000 to 10,500, he said.

The CM also said that against
the backdrop of the recent land-
slides in Wayanad in Kerala, the
state disaster management de-
partment will carry out a compre-
hensive study in the hilly regions
of the state on natural calamities
that may occur during heavy
rain. :

A comprehensive scientific
study will be-carried out by a
multidisciplinary team compris-
ing the Forest Department, De-
partment of Geosciences, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development and Department of
Environment. The committee will
make recommendations on meas-
ures to be taken to avoid, mitigate
and reduce risks on a long-term
basis, following which appropri-
ate actions will be taken by the
state government, the CM said.
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