TEN

Tamilnadu Economy in ﬁ om

News (TEN) is a carefully

chosen list of news
items spotlighting the Madras
state’seconomy

published inthe recent Institute of
—

press. Amonthly issue

of the Madras Institute of
Development Studies Development

(MIDS), TEN brings forth
notable current STU d | es

economic affairs of the
State for wider attention
of economists,
researchersand
policymakers.

Tamilnadu

Economy 3

EconomyIn

Infrastructure 12

Employment 32
Education 34

Health 37

Environment 42

B b o) AnMIDS Briefing

Tamil Newspapers 59

Edited by

MIDS

79, 2nd Main Road,
Gandhi Nagar, Adyar,
Chennai 600020

Volume1 Issueb5 September2024

044-24412589/9771






BULLETIN

MADRAS DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR
SERIES

YOLUME IV NUMBER 9 SEPTEMBER 1974

74, SECOND MAIN ROAD, GAMOHINAGAR,
ADYAR, MADRAS-&00020.

Housing: The Tamil Nadu Housing
Board is engaged in gualitative improve-
ment and quantitative expansion of
housing in it5 schemes. Two projects
which are innovative and aimed at econo-
mising on scarce materinls are the pro=-
gramme (o conserve cement and stee] and
the programme of prefabricated houses.
On the first project, instead of full use of
cement and fly ash from the Basin Bridge
ithermal station i3 used for plastering and
floor polishing, saving 20 per cent cement.
On roofing, funicular steels developed by
SBERC are used to save on steel. Hollow
clay tiles which have greater thermal in-
sulation and are cheaper than bricks are
also used. On the second project, in
gollaboration with SERC, the Board is
consiructing 144 middle income prefa-
bricated flats for middle income groups at
a total cost of Rs, 30 lakhs and 50 per cent
saving in time. Third with a HUDCO loan,

it is building 600 low income, 932 middle.
income group and 160 economically weaker
section scheme flats, A pew scheme, the
Janatha scheme for building 23 houses,
each costing Bs. 2,500, in 6 willages has
also been launched.

Scan QR to read full issue of
Bulletin, September 1974

|

Adiseshiah, M. S. (1974, September).
Editorial—Some highlights. Bulletin:
Madras Development Seminar Series,

4(9), 527-558.

SIPCOT :

SIPCOT's plan for industrial complexes
in backward areas started in Ranipet (See
Yol 1Y pages 39 & 371) where 60 per cent
of the plots have been allotted and its units
going into production at the end of the
year. The Secalo plant inavgurated in
July is using the technigue of ceramic
moulding process for cconemy in metal
castings and involes a 40 per cent savings
in total cost over the conventional method
and also saving in foreign exchange., AL
the Hosur complex (See Vol. IV page 371)
aRs. B crore private sector textile machi-
nery manuofacturing unit has been estab-
lished. On the 1,200 acre site, 20 applica-
tions for locating Rs. 20 crores projects
are being processed, particularly in manu-
facturing engineering, electric and electro-
pic goods instruments. The Hosur com-
plex has its own houosing facilities. A
third complex is being developed on the
1,000 acre area at Mapamadurai (Ramana-
thapuram district). Here a mechanised
salt factory under the newly formed Tamil
Nadu Salt Corporation is being established
to promote salt based industries in the
arca, '
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Handjcrafts

The anoval report of the Tamil hh!du
Handicrafts Development Corporation
with its 14 branches in the State and one
each in Bombay and Delbi records a profit
of Rs. 1 lakh last year—the first year of
its operation. It is therefore giviog =
bonus to 500 artisams, Rs. 40,000 in the
form of shares to selected artisans to in-
crease their invelvement and participation
and advances of Rs. 5,000 as small artisans
loans. It plans to open furtber branches
in Calcutta, Orissa, Rajasthan, UP and
Karpataka to expand its market.

Prohibition: The government has de-
cided to introduce total prohibition in the
State from lst September of this year,
which means a reversion to the situation
before August 29, 1971 (See Vol. I No. 7
page 1) Under the system, liquor permits
will be igsued on medical grounds and for
tourists. The decision has serious fiscal
overtones as the State will be losing Rs.50
crores earned last year in liguor excise
revenue. The decision will be presented
as a bill to the legislature for its approval
in August.

74, SECOND MAIN ROAD, GANDHINAGAR,
ADYAR, MADRAS-6&00020.

Technical edueation ;

The Regional Engineering College,
Tiruchi has done very well in its engineer-
ing training programmes in the chemical,
electronics and communication, mechaical
and metallurgical branches. 160 of its 164
final year B.E. and B. Tech. studeats
gradoated, 124 of them im the first
class. Further the Institute of Child
Care in Madras ran in co-operation with
WHO a 5 week inter-country training
programme on care of the new born at
which team work by doctors, and purses
in the practical aspects of neo-patal pe-
diatrics was the major theme. For the
Asian countries, the success of the popu-
lation control policy depends on the care
aod survival of the new born, Medical
college admissions in Karnataka referred
toin Vol. IV page 449 have been limited 1o
75in the 9 colleges which are under the
de-recognition threat. This drastic reduc-
tion of total admissions to 700 (not 850 as
earlier reported) will affect the State's and
Country's supply of doctors for the Sixth
Plan. The improvement of facilities in
these colleges is therefore urgent.
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Telangana, TN top in GSDP
growth among 10 largest States

Smdhu Hariharan
Chennai

Telangana, Tamil Nadu and
Rajasthan have recorded the
highest growth in real gross
State domestic product
(GSDP) in FY24 among the
10 largest States ranked ac-
cording to their GSDP. This
is revealed in the analysis of
data on recent estimates put
out by MoSPL
In FY24, Telangana, the
ninth biggest State, grew its
economy at 9.2 per cent to
reach real GSDP of ¥7.9 lakh
crore. This is faster than the
national GDP growth of 8.2
per cent. Tamil Nadu, the
third largest State, grew its
economy 8.2 per cent to
reach ¥15.7 lakh crore in
size. Rajasthan, at seventh
spot, grew 8 per cent.
Sectoral analysis shows
that services sector, which
contributes the highest to
GVA of all the large States,
helped in their growth. Tamil
Nadu’s services sector,
- which holds 52 per cent
share in total GVA, grew 9

Real GSDP growth
of 10 largest States

y-0-y growth (%) in FY24

Inda § , 2
Te!angana . 9.2

West Benga! @
Maharashtra . 7.6
Uttar Pradesh . 7.5
Andhra Pradesh . 7.4
Karnataka . 6.6
Madhya Pradesh @ so

Source: Directorate of Economics & Statistics
of States as of Aug 1; Gujarat data not available

per cent and Telangana’s ser-
vices sector with 63 per cent
share, grew 11 per cent, Mo-
SPI data show. Services un-
derperformed in Maha-
rashtra clocking just about 9
per cent growth relative to
13 per centin FY23.

TOP STATES

While these States grew the

most, Maharashtra, at 324.1

“lakh crore real GSDP, contin-

ues to the be the largest eco-
nomy in India. Estimates for
Gujarat, which was the
second-largest in FY23, is
not available yet, but based
on its budget estimates, it is
likely to hold the second
spot. UP and Karnataka are
neck-to-neck in the fourth
and fifth spots with UP’s
GSDP just Y130 crore more
than that of the latter.

Paras Jasrai, Senior Eco-
nomic Analyst, India Ratings
& Research, said that in
FY24, agriculture sector un-
derperformed across most
states due to E1 Nino, leading
to slower growth in case of
few States. “For Tamil Nadu,
agriculture,  construction
and real estate (within ser-
vices sector) seems to have
pushed up overall growth. In
Telangana too, growth has
picked up in FY24 as real es-
tate and other services have
helped in driving growth,
apart from the manufactur-
ing sector which picked up
after witnessing a lull
between FY20 and FY23,” he
added.
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State’s QI exports show a 4% jump, the most among the top 5 states.
But will over-reliance on a few commodities play spoilsport in future?

TAMIL NADU,
BEALS GLOB
HEADWINDS

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu's April to June (Q1)
exports rose from $10.5 bil-
lion in 2023 to $12 billion
this year despite geo-
political problems and
shipping disruptions glob-
ally. At 14%, this jump is the highest
among the top five exporting states.
Topper Gujarat is up 10% at $33.19 bil-
lion from $30.16 billion in @1 FY23-24,
shows govt of India NIRYAT data. Ma-
harashtra is second though its tally is down
to $16.15 billion from $16.65 billion. Kar-
nataka is at fourth spot at $7.45 billion up
8.4% from $6.87 billion last Q1 while
Andhra Pradesh at No 5 is flat at $5.2 billion
compared to $5.25 billion in Q1FY23-24.

While TN's performance is cheer worthy,
more interesting are its current top five
exportable commodities. Engineering goods,
electronics and textiles remain top three with
petro/petro products making an entrance at No
4. Cotton yarn and fabrics slipped to No 5 with
leather and leather goods moving to sixth
position (see table). Given that Gujarat’s pre-
eminence is due to petro products, is this a foot-
in-the-door moment for Tamil Nadu?

“The petro and petro products sector is
doing well as seen by the increasing exports.
The main driver has been Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Ltd’s shift towards higher value
addition. CPCL has doubled its exports in the
last two years,” says industries secretary V
Arun Roy. “The next big thrust will come when
CPCL’s new refinery in Nagapattinam
commences operation. The state govt has
completed land acquisition and handed over
the necessary land for the project,” he adds.

Exports analysts see this as both a boon and
bane. “The share of petroleum products in
Tamil Nadu's exports has more than doubled
from just over 2% in Q1 FY24 to about 4.4% in
R1FY25,” says a spokesperson from India Exim
Bank. But, he adds, “resource-intensive goods
such as petroleum products could make TN's
export basket more susceptible to commodity
price shocks.” And while petroleum products
accounted for more than 45% of Gujarat’s
exports in Q1 FY25, Gujarat remains the best
performing state even for non-oil products.

Tamil Nadu'’s biggest win in Q1 FY25 has
been the performance of its top export
commodities. Its exports continue to be
dominated by high value-added and hi-tech

—

\

, W

EXPORT

STAYING THE COURSE

-
PRODUCTS/SEGMENT APRIL-JUNE 2024 APRIL-JUNE-2023

Engineering goods

Electronics $2.95 billion $2.4 billion

Textiles & readymades $1.3 hillion $1.17 billion
Petroleum/goods $0.52 billion _
Cotton yarn/fabrics $0.5 billion $0.5 billion
Leather/goods $0.42 billion $0.46 billion

Source: NIRYAT, Govt of India

products such as telecom instruments,
electrical machinery, readymade garments/
made-ups and automotive products, which have
recorded robust double-digit growth, says the
India Exim Bank spokesperson. “TN’s exports
of telecom instruments recorded a Y-o-Y growth
rate of nearly 18% in Q1 FY25, driven by
smartphones. Exports of auto components and
readymade cotton garments were up 12.5% and
10.6%.” Maharashtra and AP showed flat
negative exports in Q1 FY25 due to sharp drop
in iron and steel, spices, boats and ships.

And even in commodities where there’s a
drop, TN’s performance has been better than
the pack. For example, while leather and leather
goods exports are no longer in the top five and
have seen a year-on-year drop, Tamil Nadu is
still ahead of archrival Uttar Pradesh. in April
to June 2024, export of leather, leather products
and footwear from Tamil Nadu was $431.80
million while the exports from Uttar Pradesh
was $335.28 million and the YOY drop was
because of a “global slowdown”, says R Selvam,

Source: The Times of India, 2 September 2024, p.2

executive director Council for Leather Exports
(CLE). Also the global dip in demand has been
on for a while though it hit TN later. Exports
from the state, he says, “rose from $1.7 billion
in 2021-22 to $2 billion in 2022-23 but dropped to
$1.6 billion in 2023-24, due to global slowdowmn.”
In comparison, exports from UP decreased from
$1.47 billion in 2021-22 to $1.46 billion in 2022-23
and to $1.38 billion in 2023-24.

Analysts say while the going looks good for
now, TN’s export run is overly dependent on its
top five products. These “account for about 43%
of its exports in Q1FY25,” says India Exim Bank
spokesperson. “It also lags in several trade
enabling infrastructure.” As per NITI Aayog’s
Export Preparedness Index Report 2022, TN’s
performance in key parameters such as agri-
export zones, adequacy of industrial parks,
coverage of inland container depot “were
subpar”, TN govt, for its part, is setting up
multimodal logistics parks at Tiruvallur near
Chennai and in Coimbatore as well to improve
logistics access.
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TN. advocates for a 50% share in Central tax devolution

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s Finance Mi-
nister Thangam Thennara-
su said on Thursday that
the 16™ Finance Commis-
sion must adopt a frame-
work that incentivises per-
formance. He also said it
was imperative that States
collectively advocate for a
50% share in the Central
tax devolution.

Delivering his speech at
the Conclave of Finance
Ministers on the 16" Fi-
nance Commission in Thi-
ruvananthapuram in Kera-
la, he said every Finance
Commission had an ap-
proach of redistribution to
poorer States, but the in-
tention was not attained.
“But even with this ap-
proach, the desired levels
of development in poorer
States have not been

achieved. It is an indication
that the Commission must
rethink its approach and
adopt a framework that in-
centivises  performance
and fosters an environ-
ment where all States can
thrive, rather than con-
straining the progress of
those leading the way,” Mr.
Thennarasu said in his
speech, a copy of which
was circulated to the
media.

Contending that the Fi-
nance Commissions had to
strike a balance between
equity and efficiency while
deciding on the inter-se
share of States, the Minis-
ter said, “However, an ex-
cessive emphasis on redis-
tribution can not only
skew incentives in favour
of non-performance but
can also deprive the fast-
growing regions of critical
development resources.”

Source: The Hindu, 13 September 2024, p.6

Finance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu speaking at
Conclave of Finance Ministers
held in Thiruvananthapuram.

When the growth of the
fast-growing regions was
constrained by inadequate
resources, “the whole na-
tion, including the poten-
tial beneficiaries of redis-
tribution, suffers”, Mr.
Thennarasu argued. The
Indian polity has an “inhe-
rent imbalance” in the dis-

tribution of powers and
responsibilities between
the Union and the States,
he said.

“While States are en-
trusted with the majority
of responsibilities related
to the development of so-
ciety and the delivery of
public services, including
education, health, agricul-
ture, and social welfare,
the Union retains the ma-
jority of the powers of re-
venue generation,” he said.

The successive Finance
Commissions had tried to
increase the distribution of
net proceeds between the
Centre and the States. Ho-
wever, “while 41% has
been recommended by the
15% Finance Commission,
the effective devolution
has been only 31.42% of the
gross tax revenue in the
first four years of the
award,” he pointed out.

While effective devolution
was less due to imposition
of cess and surcharges, the
counterpart funding of the
Centrally sponsored
schemes by the State go-
vernments had increased
owing to the change in the
sharing pattern, he said.
He added that this had
dealt a “double blow” to
the States, reducing their
ability to finance the exist-
ing and new State schemes
in the sectors mandated by
the Constitution.

“It is imperative that the
States collectively advocate
for a 50% share in the Cen-
tral tax devolution. We
must urge the Commission
to ensure that reliance on
discretionary grants is re-
duced and predictable and
objective resource transf-
ers are increased. The
Commission must devise a
mechanism to restrict the

use of cess and surcharges
and recommend appro-
priate measures to protect
the interests of States,” he
said.

Tamil Nadu had been
“consistently penalised”
by the successive Finance
Commissions and its share
in devolution had been re-
duced from 7.93% during
the Ninth Finance Com-
mission to a mere 4.07%
during the 15" Finance
Commission, he said.
“This continuous reduc-
tion has caused a loss of
33.57 lakh crore to the
State of Tamil Nadu, which
is equal to 43% of our out-
standing debt. This reduc-
tion has not only put a
crumbling burden on the
State finances but also re-
flects the lost opportunity
for the State to achieve its
full potential,” Mr. Thenna-
rasu said.

Stalin wraps up 2-week US trip
with 77,516¢r investment deals

MoU Signed With 17 Firms For Expansion, Establishment Of Projects

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin has concluded his
two-week trip to the US with
agreements for Z7,516 crore
investments with 17 compa-
nies for both expansion of
existing operations and es-
tablishing greenfield pro-
jects.

In an X post on Friday,
Stalin said ‘Goodbye, USA!",
as he left for home after a vis-
it that began on Aug 27.
Speaking to TOI, industries
minister T R B Rajaa said:
“For this trip, there were no
investment targets per se.
The main target was creat-
ing jobs and distributive
growth. The CM has been ve-
ry particular about that and
our intention is to get more
jobs.” The CM, he added,
“has been rebranding TN as

GOODBYE, USA!

an investment destination to
bring it back to its former
glory and this trip shows just
how much TN has bounced
back. It has taken three long
yearstogettohere.”

The team, Rajaa said, fo-

Source: The Times of India, 14 September 2024, p.7

cussed constantly on the Chi-
na plus one pitch. “This is a
majorstoryinthe USand Eu-
rope and already when peo-
ple think of moving out of
China, India comes first and
when people think of India,
TN comes first,” he said. “So
we are constantly concen-
trating on that and focusing
on companies looking to
move out of China,” he add-
ed.

Thelast memorandum of
understanding(MoU)the Ta-
mil Nadu govt signed was
with RGBSI to set up an ad-
vanced electronics and tele-
matics manufacturing unit
at Hosur with an investment
of 2100 crore. The company’s
chairman and chief execu-
tive Nanua Singh signed the
MoU with govt officials in
the presence of Stalin.

Much of the investments
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promised focused on elec-
tronics manufacturing, ex-
pansion and setting up of
global capability, research
and development centres.
Among the big names were
Applied Materials, Micro-
chip Technology, Nokia, Pay-
Pal. Semiconductor compo-
nent maker Vishay Preci-
sion, auto electronics maker
Visteon, and Apple supplier
and electronics manufactur-
ing services (EMS) company
Jabil signed MoUsforsetting
up manufacturing plants.

During his visit to San
Francisco, Stalin met tech-
nology industry executives
and invited three major tech-
nology firms - Apple, Google
and Microsoft -- to invest in
and expand operationsin the
state. The chief ministeralso
met various industry execu-
tives in Chicago.



Meticulous planning for more than a year; including reaching out to the diaspora, and sticking to a
punishing schedule helped the state govt strike deals with a range of companies in the US

HOW TEAM TN WON OVER US

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

hen Team Tamil Nadu, headed
by chief minister M K Stalin,
returned to Chennai early Sat-
urday morning, it was the close
of anexhaustive, 17-day, two-city
roadshow that mopped up more
than 27,600 crore in investments from 19 memoranda of
understanding (MoU). From all accounts it has been an
impressive performance but the real takeaways, says
industries minister TRB Rajaa, are the connections
forged beyond the MoUs signed. “We met several com-
panies on the sidelines of the investor conclaves,” he
says. “The outcomes from those meetings will start com-
ing in and help the ecosystem grow.”
In many ways, this US trip was the culmination of
a series of overseas road shows that have helped Team
TN (comprising, apart from the CM and Rajaa, industries
secretary V Arun Roy and Guidance TN CEO Vishnu
‘Venugopalan among others) hone their investment
strategy over the past 12 months. “The CM started with
Dubai then Singapore and Japan followed by the Global
Investor Meet and now this US trip,” says Rajaa. “We
learned from those trips.” Part of this learning involved
getting investors with skin in the game to speak for Tamil
Nadu. “I remember in Japan, one of the investors said
Ilike TN because my kids can go to school safely there,”
says Rajaa.

This time around, at the San Francisco investor
conclave, it was the CEO of First Solar who spoke on
behalf of Team TN. That’s smart strategy because, as
Arun Roy says, “existing investors are our best
ambassadors — after all when First Solar had a happy
experience, it made it easy for us to get Corning. And
now that Jabil is coming to Trichy, it will build an
electronic cluster there.” But beyond just the eco-system,
shagging an anchor investor like Jabil brings bragging
rights. “What is happening in Sriperumbudur now will
happen in Trichy in the next three to four
years,” says Venugopalan.

None of this was by chance. “Planning BLITZKRIEG

for this trip started about a year ago,” says

Rajaa. “We did not work towards an investment target
— it was always about creating jobs and distributive
growth.” For the core team that meant a focus not only
on high tech, high value jobs but also jobs in towns such
as Trichy, Madurai, Coimbatore — a mix of Al data
centres but also GCCs for both tech and manufacturing
MNCs. ‘A company like Jabil coming todeep Tamil Nadu
shows how hard we worked to pitch and project the
state’s capability,” says Rajaa. “We are slowly building
TN’s position abroad highlighting not just ease of doing
business but also ease of living.”

The meticulous planning meant that Team TN went
to the US “well prepared with structured meetings and
very clear about the engagement for the future”, says
Venugopalan. ‘A lot of background work went behind
the meetings.” Part of the background work involved
which companies to target. “We have a database of
companies that are not present in TN that we want in
the state,” says Arun Roy. Example: Google. “This was
prepared before the GIM. Sector wise, we were focused
on the GCC of Fortune 500 companies.” Hence six out
of nine meetings in San Francisco and 12 out of 15 in

Chicago were with Fortune 500 companies. In many
cases, such as Google, Ford, Applied Materials and Jabil,
the conversations had been going on for between six and
nine months before they culminated in MoUs during
the US visit.

Rajaa personally wrote to senior members of the
Indian (including Tamil) diaspora, enlisting their help
torepositionand rebrand Tamil Nadu. “Iwrote to people,
we met the diaspora and planned meticulously,” says
Rajaa. “You can’t pull off a 5,000-strong audience in
Chicago without that.” Part of the plan was to convince
the Tamil diaspora— supremely successful in corporate
America — to speak up not only for themselves but
also the state. “We told them, we need to start
talking about ourselves,” adds Rajaa. “We told
them we will also re-position you.”

Corporate America responded to this
in its own way. “We found /
nearly every other
company sending their
own senior Tamil |
executives to connect better with us,” |
says Rajaa. “Microsoft literally rolled
out the red carpet playing Tamil song
Thamizhi (by Hip Hop Tamizha) when
we visited. At Google, Tamil employees
of the company came and took pictures.
At Apple, senior vice-president Sabih Khan
took the CM around. We spent around 90
minutes (at the Apple HQ) and had deep, long

—

| OVERALL
| » 25 meetings | 18 Fortune
;“ 500 companies

/' »19MoUs | 11,516 jobs
> Investment

X7,616¢r

> Investors conclave in San

\

discussions,” says Rajaa. Others like Autodesk showed CHICAGO %
their interest in a different way. “We met their team in > 16 mieai > Diaspora meet in San Francisco
San Franciscoand then they flew over toChicagotosign 7 Foﬂee ”;%3 I and Chicago
the MoU,” says Rajaa. tne

Beyond the structured meetings, there were loads of companies SAN FRANCISCO
unscheduled meetings. “Tamil CEOs came and met the »11 MOUS | > 9 meetings | 6 Fortune 500
CM for discussions, met ministers or met members of 6,916 jobs i

the team,” says Venugopalan. Many startup founders
and venture capital firms pitched in with 15-20 minute
meetings on the sidelines of the investor conclaves. “A
number of Tamil startup founders showed interest in
setting up shop in their hometowns, which are typically
smaller cities,” says Arun Roy. “We told them about

31,300cr

Source: Guidance Tamil Nadu

36,316
crore

Source: The Times of India, 16 September 2024, p.2
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TIDEL Neo building small TIDEL parks in towns such
as Thanjavurand Villupuram. I didn’t realise how many
of these startup entrepreneurs are from Thanjavur,” he
jokes. Others asked for academic tie-ups and Guidance
facilitation while VC funds showed interest in investing
inTN startups. “These unstructured meetings were very
exciting because it was a learning curve for us to
understand how they perceive us and how we can
understand their point of view;” adds Venugopalan.

The team put in long hours and kept up a punishing
schedule to pack in as much as possible. “We had to
schedule so many meetings, which required time zone
adjustments even within the US,” says Venugopalan.
“In terms of location choice, we decided on Chicago as
it is central and San Francisco because it is the tech
hub,” he adds. In most cases, including for existing
investors, Team TN made an effort to meet the global
teams as well. This is important given the pitch that the
team had worked out in light of the China + 1 strategy
adopted by European and American companies. “We
are constantly concentrating on companies that are
looking to move out of China,” says Rajaa. “We want to
make sure that when people think of moving out of
China, India comes first and when they think of India,
‘Tamil Nadu comes first,” he says. Since TN is competing
with Vietnam, Thailand or Mexico, “the global
leadership must understand what we have to offer”, says
Venugopalan.

This effort was important given how critical the US
isasan investor source. Companies from the US always
havea natural appetite for TN, says Venugopalan. “From
our three-decade relationship with Ford to interest from
electronics companies, there is a good will factor: Apple
has been among the biggest job creators in TN and semi-
conductors and electronics, which are our priority
sectors, are aligned with the US,” he adds. But, above
all, this visit brings toa close the strategy that began in
the summer of 2023. “When I first visited the US, it was
allabout taking TN to the world. Now we're rebranding
the state, reclaiming our position and making the
investment community take notice,” says Rajaa. “That
was the CM’s plan after course correction for three
years.” And, so far, things are going to plan.



Agriculture

,Agriculture sector underperforms
in many large States in FY24

]
Sindhu Hariharan
Chennai

The recent State GDP estim-
ates, as per MosPI, bring
forth an interesting trend
where the economic per-
formance of large States is at
odds with India’s Real GDP
growth of 8.2 per cent, and
relatively smaller States
growing on par or higher
than national levels.

Maharashtra continues to
be the largest economy, but
had a sober FY24 growing 7.6
per cent year on year com-
pared with 9.4 per cent
growth in FY23. Services
sector underperformed in
Maharashtra, clocking just
about 9 per cent growth (13
per cent). Agriculture, tradi-
tionally a key driver of Maha-
rashtra, also grew slower in
FY24 at4 per cent.

Similarly in the case of UP,
the 7.5 per cent growth in
FY24 was driven by a 13 per
cent rise in manufacturing
GVA while services slowed,
growing just 5 per cent. The
Assembly elections pulled
down Karnataka’s growth as
an increase in subsidies in
FY24 slowed overall GDP
growth to 6.6 per cent (8.1
per cent) in FY24. Agricul-
ture GVA declined 1 per cent
year onyear. ‘

“While reasons are spe-
cific to the individual States,
the analysis of State Budget
documents shows that
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan
have posted good recovery
post Covid period of FY20-

_ 24, ananalyst said.

Healthy competition

Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan
are fastest growing States in FY24
Gross Domestic Product at constant prices

4,10,897
5,71,368 ’
14,23,358@-9

Uttar Pradesh

Karnataka 14,23,228(6.6
West Bengal 9,04,087 ;%
Rajasthan ,45,115(8.0 % FY24 Real GDP
Andhra Pradesh 3,20,893@ (in¥er)
O Growth rate
Telangana 7,92,940(3.2 (FY24) (in %)
Madhya Pradesh

,60,363 Gujarat data is not available

Service sector driving growth in

case of most top States
Sector- wise y-0-y growth rates in FY24 (%)
% Agriculture and  ® Manufacturing, @ Services
related sectors constructionand related  sector 15

,6%- > §\\ 33 ‘\"b
< \*"‘"& N Qﬁé\ o
\sé\ W B Q&%‘ AR
Uttar Pradesh overtakes Karnataka
inreal GDP in FY24
B Top five States in terms # Top five States in terms
of GDPin FY23 (in¥ cr) of GDPin FY24 Gn¥cr)

Maharashtra
Gujarat | 1]
Tamil Nadu
Karnataka Uttar Pradesh _"14,'23,'3&

Uttar Pradesh

Source: Directorate of ECONOMICS & StAtistics of States as of Aug 1 Source: Business Line,
4 September 2024, p.2
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Pesticide costs
cut by 50%,
health risks

reduced, labour
shortage eased.
Women in
SHGs also
being trained
as pilots

i S e o o (oo ey e oyl g S iy S 1

Julie Mariappan &
Gokul Rajendran | TNN

hangaraj from Ela-

manur in the And-

hanallur panchayat of

Trichy stands at one

nd of his paddy field,

eyes lifted skyward, intently
tracking a drone that hovers
above, spraying a fine mist of
pesticides over his 2.5-acre field.
“This used to take hours,” says
Thangaraj, adding that a worker
would spend a full workday
trudging through the field, refill-
ing the hand sprayer 18 times. “It
now takes five minutes an acre.”

A retired serviceman,
Thangaraj says his ‘technological
leap’ is thanks to the Tamil Nadu
govt’s Uzhavan mobile app that
connects them to service provid-
ers. “My costs for spraying, too,
have come down by half from
23,000 per acre,” he says.

This shift isn’t just about con-
venience — it’s about safety,
minimising health risks
for labourers who were
exposed to poisonous
chemicals during the man-
ual spraying of pesticides.

Drones are increas-
ingly replacing manual
labour too, automating
tasks that once took hours.
Their precision in applying
agrochemicals saves time and
improves vields. With labour
shortages rising, especially as
more women are drawn to the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee

TN farmers spray, sow
and soar into the drone age

Scheme (MGNREGS) for guaran-
teed wages, drones offer farmers
a more practical solution.
Industrial estimates are that
1,500 drones are being used in
agriculture in TN, which is one-
fourth of the country’s total. The
introduction of Drone Rules 2021
and Drone (Amendment) Rules,
2022, has streamlined drone pilot
licensing and operations. Govt
schemes such as subsidies under
the Sub Mission on Agricultural
Mechanisation (SMAM) and
Namo Drone Didi (which offers
an 80% subsidy for women self-
help groups or SHGs) are bring-
ing more farmers into the fold.
“Tamil Nadu is the birthplace
of precision agridrones, and our
farmers have been pioneers in
adopting this emerging technol-
ogy,” says Agnishwar
Jayaprakash, founder-CEO of
Garuda Aerospace Pvt Litd, alead-
ing company in the agricultural
drone sector. “These drones sup-
port farmers with land mapping,
field preparation, field detection,
crop monitoring, and accu- ~
rate spraying of fertilizersand
pesticides. It increases
productivi-
ty by
30 %
while sav-
ing 70% of
fertilizers,
pesticides and
water costs.”
Six of In-
dia’s 15 agriculture-drone
companies are based in TN. “We
train youth, farmers, custom hir-
ing centres and SHGs as drone
pilots,” says Agnishwar. “We're
seeing IT professionals and gig
workers migrate back to vil-
lages, buying drones for bet-
ter job opportunities.”
Under the Union govt’s
SMAM guidelines, SC/ST,

TIME FLIES: Farmers usmg drones  Say. it
takes them |ustf|ve minutes per acre to
spray fertilizers and pestludes

Source: The Times of India, 16 September 2024, p.6

Pic: K Antony Xavier

small, marginal, and women
farmers can receive a 50% sub-
sidy on Kisan drones, up to 5
lakh, while other farmers get 40%
or 74 lakh, whichever is lower.
The subsidy also applies to pur-
chases through custom hiring
centres. Since the last fiscal, 18
drones have been operated under
the scheme, 25 more approved for
distribution.

Farmers want the agricul-
tural engineering department to
provide one drone per village
for pes-
ticide
spraying.
“Drones help
reduce la-

bour short-
ages, but
service providers
charge fees similar
.tolabour costs,” says S
Vimalanathan, secre-
tary of the TN Cauvery Farm-
ers Protection Association.

The Namo Drone Didi scheme,
executed by the ministries of ag-
riculture, rural development, and
chemicals, promotes dronede in
farming
while em-
powering
women
through

SHGs. Eligible groups receive
80% assistance (up to 8 lakh),
with the remainder covered by a
loan at 3% interest under the ag-
riculture infrastructure fund.
Members undergo 15 days of
training, including drone piloting
and pesticide application, with
drones supplied by leading ferti-
lizer companies.

“Skilled labour is scarce due
to the tough conditions in the
fields. Drones are the future,”
says,S Annapoorani, a BCA grad-
uate and SHG member using
drones to spray nano urea in
Gopichettipalayam taluk.

Under the Namo Drone Didi
scheme last fiscal year, about 44
SHGs were provided with Kisan
drones, and the TN Corporation
for Development of Women mon-
itors their use. If everything goes
as planned, about 500 new SHGs
will be roped in for-drone opera-
tion this fiscal year.

State govt has formed a com-
mittee, led by the agriculture
secretary, to oversee the scheme’s
implementation. This
includes selecting
‘trop clusters for
| drone use and train-
| ing women from
| SHGs under the
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Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-
National Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion as drone pilots and assis-
tants. The committee will also
ensure business opportunities for
SHGs in coordination with ferti-
lizer companies. Pudukkottai,
Coimbatore, Cuddalore, Chengal-
pattu, Ranipet, Namakkal and
Erode are some of the districts
that have been covered. TN Agri-
cultural University’s standard
procedures for drone pesticide
spraying on crops such as paddy
and maize ensure safety stand-
ards. The university also uses
three drones at its colleges.

“Currently, drones are only
used for spraying, but we aim to
boost productivity with drone
pollination. We're exploring this
technology from an Australian
university,” says TN agriculture
secretary Apoorva.

Since 2021, the Dr Kalam Ad-
vanced UAV Research Centre at
MIT, Chromepet, headed by pro-
fessor and director K Senthil
Kumar, has trained more than
3,500 people as drone pilots. One-
third are certified for agricul-
tural drones, with 500 trained in
partnership with the TN Adi
Dravidar Housing & Develop-
ment Corporation. “TN will be a
future hub of drones. Anna Uni-
versity is also helping by provid-
ing technology to manufactur-
ers,” says Senthil, who previ-
ously headed the state govt’s TN
UAV Corporation. “Our research
team is also in the process of com-
pleting the final product for sow-
ing seeds.”

Email your feedback to
southpole.toi
@timesofindia.com




For 10 years, these pesticide lockers
prevented farmer suicides in TN village

Then the pandemic forced the storage system to shut down. Now the suicide rates are climbing again

Kamini.Mathai@timesofindia.com

bout 15 years ago, psy-

chiatrist Dr Lakshmi

Vijayakumar launched

Tamil Nadu’s first-of-

its-kind centralised
‘locker system’ to combat pesticide-
related farmer suicides. It did
prove that restricting farmers’ ac-
cess to pesticides prevented sui-
cides as well, but 15 years later, it
alsorevealed a harsh truth —farm-
ersreverted to old habits when the
intervention was removed, and
suicide numbers climbed again.
“Between 2010 and 2019, our inter-
vention site saw only three suicide
attempts and two suicides,” says
Dr Lakshmi, founder of Chennai-
based suicide prevention organisa-
tion SNEHA. The control site
(where there was no intervention)
recorded 14 attempts and nine sui-
cides.

The locker system, established
in Kattumannarkoil taluk of Cud-
dalore district, and covering 161
villages, restricted access to pesti-
cides to specific hours and re-
quired two keys to open —
one held by the farmer and
the other by a commu-
nity-appointed facility
manager. It cost about
%3 lakh to set up and
maintain the centralised
storage.

“Most of these villages cul-
tivate paddy and teak, while some
engage in floriculture, which re-
quires frequent pesticide spray-
ing,” says Dr Lakshmi. The World
Health Organisation (WHOQ) initi-
ated the experiment in 2010, and
within a year, the suicide and at-
tempt-to-suicide rate dropped from
33 to five per 100,000. By the end of
2019, the villages were recognised
as pesticide-suicide-free.

“If there is a problem between
a husband and wife and they have
pesticide at home, it spurs them to
consume it, but not when the pes-
ticides are kept in the storage facil-
ity,” says a study participant.

“If farmers came at odd hours
asking to access the lockers, we
would counsel them and send them
home,” says Velmurugan
Arunachalam, a farmer who also
served as facility manager. “Since
we all know each other in the vil-
lage, it was easy to gauge their in-
tentions,” he says.

“In 2020, the pandemic struck

tis designed to limit easy

access to pesticides. Each
locker needs two keys to open —
one held by the farmer and the
other by a facility manager. This
setup ensures that farmers
cannot access pesticides alone
or impulsively, as they must
travel to the storage facility and
coordinate with the manager to
unlock the storage

How pesticide bans

prevent suicides

» WHO considers pesticide
ingestion the leading method of
suicide globally, responsible for one-
third of cases. Dr Lakshmi
Vijayakumar says rates have started
to decline in countries such as India,
where bans on certain

pesticides have

» A WHO-funded study in 14
developing countries found
banning the most
dangerous pesticides
could prevent 28,000
suicides annually. This
intervention costs less
than Z1 per person per year

» Sri Lanka initially introduced
individual pesticide lockers in
farmers’ homes, but Tamil Nadu was
the first to implement a centralised
locker system. “This allowed for
stricter control over pesticide
access,” says Dr Lakshmi

and our ten-year project ground to
a halt due to a fund crunch,” says
Dr Lakshmi. In a few months, the
facility was shut down, and the
lockers were dismantled. Farmers
returned to storing pesticides at
home. “Now, pesticide-related sui-
cides have risen once more at the
intervention site.”

In the 10 years they had the
locker system, there were barely
any attempts, Velmurugan says.
“Now, we've had three suicides in
2023 and another this year, in addi-
tion to six attempts.”

Dr Lakshmi is trying to get the
lockers up and running again. “We
have approached funding agen-
cies,” she says.

Source: The Times of India, 10 September 2024, p.6

Illustration: Gireesh
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programme manager and
research fellow with the
Pune-based Centre for Men-
tal Health Law and Policy,
which collaborated with
SNEHA and other agencies.
The findings have been sub-
mitted for publication.
“We combined the instal-
lation of lockers with men-
tal health awareness train-
ing for Class XI and Class X
students, specific suicide
prevention training for

ICIDE

DAY:
0

AT A SAFE DISTANCE: The locker
system, set up in Kattumannarkoil
taluk of Cuddalore district, covers
161 villages

“Iam alive today because of the
facility. I had consumed alcohol,
was upset and fought with my wife.
I wanted to consume pesticide and
die. I was searching for it and after
some time, my wife reminded me
that I would not find it at home,”
says a farmer, who participated in
the study.

Following the success of the
centralised locker facility system
in Cuddalore, it was replicated in
2017 in Gujarat’s Mehsana district
(covering 54 villages), a predomi-
nantly agricultural area with high
pesticide-related suicide rates.
About 8,700 steel lockers were dis-
tributed free of charge, with the
local panchayat arranging a room
for the lockers and nominating a

Most common
means of suicide
58.2¢

25.4%

s
HANGING

11,290 people involved in

farming sector (consisting of 5,207

farmers/cultivators and 6,083

agricultural labourers) have died

%y'suicide in 2022, accounting for
of total suicide victims

(1.7 lakh) in India

(As per NCRB data 2022)

POISON

facility manager from the local
community. Here too, the results
showed that suicide rates declined
in intervention villages compared
to control villages.

“The trial lasted until March 30
of this year,” says Dr Nikhil Jain,
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For suicide prevention
support,
Call 044 2464 0050

frontline community health
workers such as ASHA and angan-
wadi workers and community-
based awareness drives,” says Dr
Jain. “More than 90% of the villag-
ers participated.”

He adds that in the first year,
30% of agricultural households
used the lockers at least twice, in-
dicating a clear shift in behaviour.

“Studies have shown that limit-
ing access to lethal means, even for
just 15 minutes, reduces the chanc-
es of suicide attempts,” says Dr
Jain.

“This is a crucial part of com-
prehensive suicide prevention,
especially during short-term crises
when individuals are at higher
risk. Limiting access — whether
by banning toxic pesticides, re-
stricting firearms, installing bar-
riers at common suicide sites, or
limiting access to ligature points
— is an evidence-based strategy
proven to reduce suicides globally,”
he says.

Dr Lakshmi says WHO has
rated the initiative as cost-effec-
tive, and other South Asian coun-
tries are now considering adopting
similar measures. Sadly, the very
place where it all began — Kattu-
mannarkoil — still waits for the
locker system to return.

Email your feedback with
name and address to
southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com



Breathing Ilfe into 115-yr-old TNAU bldg

) Jackson

PWD To Carry
Out 10.98cr
Restoration

Work

Sakthivel.K@timesofindia.com

Coimbatore: The 115-year-old
Indo-Saracenic heritage build-
ing at the Tamil Nadu Agricul-
tural University (TNAU) is all
set to undergo a major renova-
tion. This historic red brick
structure with curved en-
trances and windows, housed
the first agricultural educa-
tion institution in the Madras
Presidency that has over the
years churned out hundreds

PRESERVING LEGACY: Renovatlon is underway in the TNAU build-

ing at Coimbatore

of civilservants.

The 098 crore restora-
tion work willbecarriedout by
the heritage wingof the Public
Works Department (PWD) in
Chennai by employing the
construction technique that
was used tobuild the structure
more thana century ago.

Source: The Times of India, 25 September 2024, p.7

Tt was in 1906 that work on
the TNAU heritage building
commenced. The building was
inaugurated in July 1909. It
was built with locally sourced
red brick and stone, and steel
imported from London. Gran-
ite for the intricate stonework
was quarried from nearby

hills. The building’s Madras
terrace roof is made of layers
of brick, lime and mortar.
Doors and windows are made
of teak wood.

“The building is designed
for all seasons, with 2.5ft thick
walls for temperature con-
trol,” said a PWD heritage
wing official.

Lime mortar — a mixture
of jaggery, gallnut and other
materials — is used to bind
bricks and stones, giving the
building itsdurability. “Unlike
cement, lime mortar reab-
sorbs carbon dioxide through-
out its lifespan, making it car-
bonmnegative,” the official
said.

A TNAU official said the
renovation would be carried
out in two phases. For phase I,
74.2 crore has been allocated

and %6.77 crore for phase I1.

The building once housed
the largest and most compre-
hensive herbarium in South
India, as well as extensive en-
tomological and mycological
collections. These details were
documented in ‘Southern In-
dia: Its History, People, Com-
merce and Industrial Re-
sources’ published in 1914-1915.

“Theheritagebuilding has
issues such as seepage, cracks,
broken windows and doors.
We will restore it using tradi-
tional methods, including a
smooth finish on the lime-plas-
tered walls using Mughal tech-
nique,” the PWD official said.

“For electrical work, open
wiring will be installed during
the renovation, which is ex-
pected to be completed by the
end of 2025,” he said.

Paddy procurement for PDS dips by 9.2L MT

FCI's food bill likely to rise since the corporation relies on TNCSC to acquire paddy from farmers on its behalf

B ANBUSELVAN @Chennai

PADDY procurement in Tamil
Nadu for the Public Distribu-
tion System (PDS) declined
sharply by 9.26 lakh metric
tonnes in 2023-24 and stood at
34.96 lakh MT against last
vear’s 44.22 lakh MT.

In the delta region, covering
10 districts, procurement fell by
4.33 lakh MT, while the rest of
the state saw a drop of 493 1akh
MT.

Lower paddy procurement is
expected to raise the food hill
for the Food Corporation of In-
dia (FCI), which relies on the
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Cor-
poration (TNCSC) to acquire
paddy from farmers on its be-
half. FCI is required to allocate
37.51akh MT of rice annually to
the state under the National
Food Security Act and other
schemes.

The procured paddy is ex-
pected to yield only 23 lakh M'T
to 24 lakh MT of rice, forcing
FCI to purchase additional rice
from other states, thereby in-
creasing its expenses.

Meanwhile, the TNCSC is
opening the direct purchase
centres for proeuring paddy for
the 2024-25 kharif marketing
season from September 1. The
revised minimum support
price (MSP) is set at T2,450 per
quintal for A-grade paddy and
¥2,405 for common paddy; which
will be effective from Monday:

Farmers’ associations attrib-
uted the reduced procurement
to various factors such as the

Paddy procured for
PDS on behalf of

union government
(Figures in lakh MT)

FCI's yearly rice supply to TN was determined

based on 2011 population census:

313 lakh MT

This includes allocation under

34.96
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3.94akh
farmers

delaved onset of the monsoon,
delays in releasing water from
the Mettur dam and insuffi-
cient water levels, leading to a
substantial reduction in the
overall paddy cultivation area.

JRadhakrishnan, Additional
Chief Secretary of Food and
Civil Supplies, said the pro-
curement process aims to sup-
port small and medium-scale

Z1,983 crore

farmers wishing to sell their
produce to the government.
“We cannot compel farmers to
sell exclusively to us. This vear,
we have received paddy from
new taluks in Tiruvannamalai
and other areas, but in some
taluks, there was no paddy
from farmers,” he added.

So far, the government has
disbursed ¥ 7,983 crore for pro-

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 September 2024, p.6

w Quantity
of paddy

UOuannw
of rice

32.41

curement to 3.9 lakh farmers,
with payments for the remain-
ing 1,577 farmers being proc-
essed, Radhakrishnan said.
Agriculture department of-
ficials pegged the state’s annual
rice production between 75
lakh MT and 80 lakh MT. TNC-
SC and other agencies are ac-
quiring only aportion, and the
rest is sold directly to private
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mills.
Asof August 31, TNCSC and
its authorised agencies have
procured 34.96 lakh MT of pad-
dy. This will yvield approximate-
ly 231akh MT to 24 lakh MT of
rice, which will be adjusted
towards the 37.5 lakh MT
that FCI is required to sup-
ply. On an average, FCI sup-
plies 2.91akh MT of rice per
month to TN.

A senior official from
FCI's Tamil Nadu region
said, “We will purchase the ad-
ditional demand of 13-14 lakh
MT of rice from Telangana, a
rice-surplus state. Anaddition-
al expenditure of ¥4 per kg of
rice will be incurred for trans-
portation. The pavment made
by TNCSC to farmers will be
reimbursed to the state govern-
ment at the end of the year”

Federation of Cauvery Delta
Farmers Associations presi-
dent K V Elangeeran said only
farmers with access to water
through pumps have cultivated
paddy this season. “Many farm-
ers who rely on water from the
Mettur dam did not cultivate
paddy due to lack of water. Al-
though the Kuruvai package
announced by the state helped
farmers in the last 30 days, we
urge the government to an-
nounce a similar package for
samba as well. The cost of fer-
tilizers, wages, and other ex-
penses has increased signifi-
cantly,” he said, adding that
paddy production increased in
the past two vears but has now
declined.



T.N. sanctions ¥500 cr.
for rejuvenation of
5,000 irrigation tanks

Desilting and deepening of water spread areas, strengthening of bunds,

repairs or reconstruction are among the components of the project
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Set for makeover: The State government is seeking to restore minor irrigation tanks to their original
capacity and increase the water table. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment has ac-
corded administra-

tive and financial sanction
for the rejuvenation of
5,000 minor irrigation
tanks in rural areas across
the State at a total cost of
3500 crore.

While 250 crore would
be made available from the
State Budget, a matching
amount would be provided
as a grant from the State Fi-
nance Commission, said a
Government Order issued
by the Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment on September 5.

There are 22,051 minor
irrigation tanks and 69,777
ponds and ooranis in rural

areas. While minor irriga-
tion tanks are under the
control of panchayat un-
ions, ponds/ooranis come
under village panchayats.

Desilting and deepening
of the water spread areas;
strengthening and consoli-
dation of bunds; repairs or
reconstruction; and desilt-
ing of supply channels are
among the components of
the project.

A committee, headed by
the Collectors of the res-
pective districts, would ap-
prove the proposals. The
government is seeking to
restore the minor irriga-
tion tanks to their original
capacity and raise the wa-
ter table.

According to the guide-
lines for the rejuvenation
of the minor irrigation

Source: The Hindu, 11 September 2024, p.8
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tanks in rural areas, the
aim is to regulate water
storage for drinking and
farming.

“To encourage a partici-
patory approach, 10% of
the cost of the rehabilita-
tion of minor irrigation
tanks is to be collected
from the public/user asso-
ciation/ayacutdars,” says
one of the provisions.

In terms of groundwater
resources, of the 1,166 fir-
kas across the State (as of
March 2023), 360 were ov-
er-exploited (where extrac-
tion is more than 100%); 78
were critical (90%-100%
extraction); 231 were semi-
critical (70%-90% extrac-
tion); 463 were safe; and
34 were saline, according
to the Water Resources De-
partment.



Industry and Infrastructure

SHINE JACOB
*Lhennai, 2 September

With investments and projects coming
from Google, PayPal, Applied Materials,
Amazon Web Services, and many
others, Tamil Nadu is fast becoming the
favourite destination for artificial intel-
ligence (Al) initiatives in India.

Google is betting big on the state for

- long-term play in Al as the Tamil Nadu
Al Labs of the company is set to be on
tracksoon.

According to sources, the interests
of these companies may even revolu-
tionise the transportation system in
Chennai as an Al-enabled one. It may
link the suburban rail to buses and taxi
services under one platform.

Also, Google and the government are
targeting to train 2 million youths on
Al, through a curriculum-based
approach, starting from engineering
colleges in the state.

Tamil Nadu contributes 17 per cent
of engineers - the highest by any state
- out of the 1.5 million graduating in
India annually.

The company aims to skill 2 million
youths in Al via Naan Mudhalvan and
collaborate with startups. It wants to
enable micro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) and the rural economy

- PLANS IN
CHENNAI

Size of Indian Al

_market now in collaboration with
o Tamil Nadu Technology
2 bn  mnhu

Size-of Indian Al
market by 2027

to use advanced technology.

This may lead to the development
of an overall ecosystem in the long run,
which may lead to more investments
by Google in future, said industry
sources. Google did not respond to
queries from Business Standard.

“Tamil Nadu is the first government
in the country to come up with a safe
and ethical AI policy. It has one of the
most vibrant policy ecosystems, among
all the states. In Bengaluru, it is the
private sector that is taking most of
the initiatives.

+ Google already has a tie up with IT

Amazon Web Services:
To launch generative Al
startup hub programme

Google: To skill 2 million youth in Al via Naan Mu
collaborate with startups, and enable micro sm
enterprises and the rural economy with advance

generate 1,000 jobs

Applied Materials: An
advanced Al-enabled:
technology developme
centre for semicon
manufacturing and

equipmentin Tar

Madras's Wadhwani School of Data
Science and Al, supporting its research
centre to explore the fair and ethical
development and use of Al Other
than Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and
Karnataka are the states that are leading
in Al initiatives,” said Jibu Elias, an Al
industry expert. }
During the ongoing visit of Tamil
Nadu chief minister MK Stalin to the
United States, digital payment solutions
provider PayPal already signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) with
Guidance Tamil Nadu for establishing
a state-of-the-art advanced centre in

TNall settobecomeIndia’s Destination Al

Chennai. It would focus on Al and
machine learning (ML) to generate over
1,000 high-end jiobs. i
On. the -other hand, Applied
Materials, one of the largest semicon-
ductor manufacturers in the country, is
looking to come up with an advanced
Al-enabled techinology development
centre. It would be for semiconductor
manufacturing and equipment in
Taramani, Chennai, creating 500 jobs.
Google remained tight lipped when
asked about the possibility of a tie up
with the state in changing its transpor-
tation ecosystem. '

Source: Business Standard, 3 September 2024, p.18

Kerala tops in ease of doing business reforms; TN missing on the list

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kochi

KERALA, which has been try-
ing hard to shake off its anti-
industry image, got a ma-
jor boost on Thursday
with the Union Minis-
try of Commerce and
Industry ranking itthe
top state in the country

in ‘ease of doing busi-
ness reforms’.

Thisis the first time that Ker-
ala has been ranked number
one in creating an industry-
friendly environment.

-

According to the ranking,
Andhra Pradesh is at the sec-
ond spot, followed by Gujarat.
Maharashtra is at 14th. Curi-

ously India’s most indus-
trialised state Tamil
Nadu does notfigure in
the list.
Kerala topped in im-
plementing seven citi-
zen-centric reforms and
two categories of busi-
ness-centric reforms. Andhra
Pradesh performed well in im-
plementing five citizen-centric
reforms and five business-cen-

trie reforms, while Gujarat ex-
celled in implementing three
citizencentric reforms and two
business-centric reforms.

The two categories of busi-

ness-centric reforms that Kera-
la topped are 1) obtaining util-
ity permits-business, and 2)
paying taxes. The seven citizen-
centric reform areas where

® TOP ACHEVER HUMBERS

1Kerala ©  7Andaman & Nicobar @ 12 Kamnataka 1
ZAndiia Pradesh @& B Haryana 2 13 Madhya Pradesh @
3 Gujarat 3 | 90disha 2 | 14 Maharashtra 1
& Rajasthan 3 | 10 Assam @ 15 Manipur @
5 Tripua @  1Dadre & NagarHaweli 16 Puducherry 1
6 Uttar Pradesh 3 ADamanandDiv @ 17 Punjab i1

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 September 2024, p.1

Kerala came first are 1) online
single window system 2) certifi-
cates (urban local bodies) 3)
certificates—department of
revenue 4) obtaining utility
permits 5) public distribution
system—department of food
and civil supplies, 6) transport
and 7) emplovment exchange.
The ranking was announced
by Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyvush
Goyal at ‘Udyog Samagam’, a
conference of industries and
commerce ministers of states,
in Delhi on Thursday Goval
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handed over theaward to Kera-
la Industries Minister P Ra-
jeeve, who was accompanied by
the top officials of the state in-
dustries department.

“Out of 30 reform areas, Ker-
ala got top achiever status in
nine categories. This is the first
time that we are topping in in-
dustry-friendly ranking in the
country,” said Rajeeve.

“In the last such ranking on
an industry-friendly environ-
ment, Kerala made a big leap
from 28th spot to 15th spot,” the
minister added.



CM opens Neo Tidel parks

Vellore,

Tirupur Parks |

By Year End

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu chief
minister MK Stalin on Mon-
day inaugurated two Neo
Tidel parks in Thanjavur
and Salem districts with a
combined seating capacity
of around 1,000 seats.
Thesefacilities,each hav-
ing a built-up area of 55,000
sq ft and built as G+3 struc-
turesarepart of the govt’sef-
forttotake informationtech-
nology jobs to tier-Il and tier-

Project cost: 729.50 cr :
Total leasable area:

PARK IN THANJAVUR

51,154sq.ft 48,443sq.ft
Occupancy (%): Occupancy (%):
36,196 sq.ﬂ (71%) Representative pic- 14764 sq.ft (30%)
111 cities in the state. 70% of the capacity, while

At an event held here at
the state secretariat, CM Sta-
linvirtually inaugurated the
facilities and gave work or-
ders for the companies mov-
ingin. The Salem facility, sit-
uated in Anaikavundanpatti
and Karuppur villages, is
built ata cost of Rs29.5 crore
and has commitments for

Source: The Times of India, 24 September 2024, p.5

Thanjavur facility at Pil-
layarpatti village, has com-
mitments for 30% of the ca-
pacity, Sandeep Nanduri,
managing director of TN In-
dustrial development corpo-
ration told TOI IT, ITES,
health-tech companies and
startups are showing inter-
estin thesecities.

“We are in talks with
more clients and more work
orders will be issued in two
weeks,” hesaid. Thedemand
for the project is good for
these facilities as getting
quality office spaces in
smaller cities remains a
challenge. TIDCO already
booked clients for the Vellore
facility even before it is
ready, he added.

The Tuticorin project
will be ready in a month,
while parks at Vellore and Ti-
rupur are expected to be in-
augurated by the end of the
year.

Stalin opened a 63,000 sq
ft neo tidel park in Villupu-
ram this February. The govt
had announced setting up
seven neo Tidel parks in the
2021-22 budget.

Startups key to Tamil Nadu’s economy, govt
mulls providing more direct funding, says PTR

Times News NETwoORK

Chennai: Innovation and star-
tups are crucial to help TN realise
its trillion-dollar economy goal,
said IT minister Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan, adding that industries can
play a vital role in shaping the fu-
ture of innovation in the state.
Speaking at the industry con-
clave Tamil Nadu Technology
Hub (iTNT hub), under the infor-
mation technology and digital ser-

vices department (ITDS), he said
the upcoming deep-tech policy is
looking at how the govt could ac-
celerate the development of inno-
vation in the state.

The govt is thinking about pro-
viding more direct funding to tech
startups in the state under Tamil
Nadu Infrastructure Fund Man-
agement Corporation (TNIFMC),
hesaid.

IT secretary Kumar Jayant
urged the technology sector to

Source: The Times of India, 7 September 2024, p.7

come up with suggestions for the
deep-tech policy, including state-
led model or industry consortium
model for research, where the
state can provide infrastructure
or running support. He said the
govt is deliberating the definition
of deep-tech for the policy.

The minister also distributed
cash prizes to the tune of ¥4.51akh
to the winners of the top three
places iTNT innovation chal-
lenge.
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Global cos looking beyond China, trouble in B'desh may bring TN
textlle sector good times, but it has to overcome some deficiencies

TWO OPPORTUNITIES,
THREE CHALLENGES

D.Govardan@timesofindia.com

here is a new-found enthusi-

asm in Tamil Nadu's textile

sector as global brands come

calling as part of their China-

plus-one strategy. H&M, Uniglo

of Japan, Inditex, C&A and
Marks & Spencer plan to source more from
India, promising new opportunities for Tamil
Nadu’s textile hubs of Tirupur, Coimbatore,
Erode and Karur.

To cash in, however, the industry should
overcome the challenges of capacity building,
sourcing raw material and processing them.

“The China-plus-one policy and the
unrest in Bangladesh are making brands
look closer at India. Tamil Nadu, which has
a strong textile ecosystem should benefit
from this,” said Southern India Mills
Association (SIMA) deputy chairman Durai
Palanisamy. “The switch, however, will not
happen overnight. To make use of the
opportunity, TN must scale up.”

That’s where hubs such as Tirupur have a
large role to play. Nowhere else in the country
is there such a big knitwear cluster. “Last year
we exported garments worth 35,000 crore and
supplied stuff worth another 725,000 crore to
the domestic market. Tirupur registered a
turnover of 260,000 crore last year. Now we
should focus on the challenges to sustain the
growth,” said Tirupur Exporters Association
president K M Subramanian.

Less than 90km away, the Karur textile hub
has been getting an increasing number of
inquiries. But with the Russia-Ukraine war
standing in the way of converting them into
business, units continue to work with low
capacity.

Also being a hub for niche limited products
for decorative items such as dining table mats
and towels, kitchen textiles, drawing
room cushions and covers, Karur ~
couldn’t eat into China’s share.
It is, however, trying to
diversify. “We have been
cotton-based players, but
now we are trying man-
made fibres (MMFs). We are
also making new items like
storage bags and pet
animal cushions, which
were so far made only in
China,” said Karur
Textile Manufacturing
Exporters’ Association
president P Gopalakrishnan.

The textiles sector has
been the mainstay of MSMEs in
Tamil Nadu. Being the engine of
growth and employment,

unrest in Bangladesh are
making brands look closer at
India. Tamil Nadu, which has a
strong textile ecosystem, should
henefit from this | purai
Palanisamy. (SIMA) DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

The China-plus-one policy and the /

governments should enable more of them to
enter the field and thereby add capacities to
utilise emerging opportunities.

Sourcing of raw material - for both cotton
and MMF - continues to pose a challenge.
Tamil Nadu has long ceased to be a cotton-
growing state and is dependent on others. That
adds to the logistics costs.

Though Tamil Nadu has the ecosystem, it
is largely limited to spinning and garmenting.

It is not good at processing. For want of
processing capacities, the yarns are sent
to Maharashtra and Rajasthan and

some of it is brought back after

processing, thereby adding to the cost.
At present, Perundurai is the sole
processing hub in the state.
Another processing cluster
planned by SIMA at Cuddalore
did not take off. The industry
needs a processing cluster.

“Raw material is a weak

link for TN. The 11% import
duty on cotton is a
disadvantage for the country,
more so for Tamil Nadu since
it is dependent on other
states for its cotton supplies.

Source: The Times of India, 23 September 2024, p.2

With upstream industries coming up in
cotton-growing states, it means trouble for
TN. Moreover, there is no large-scale
producer of MMF in the state,” Durai said.

The textile industry in Tamil Nadu is
trying to join hands with Taiwan-based
companies that offer large-scale sourcing
bases for global brands. “A Taiwanese
delegation visited us recently and a
delegation from here is visiting Taiwan in
Oct to find some common ground,” Durai
said.

Representatives from SIMA and Tirupur
Exporters’ Association (TEA) seek better
profitability for the textile industry to attract
newer players. While an EBIDTA margin of
18% is a desired and acceptable level for any
industry, in textiles the margin is still at a
high single digit. “We exporters face high
interest rates. There should be interest
subvention or subsidies to bring down the
cost. Productivity-linked incentives (PLIs)
should be considered for units with 725 crore
investment and three times the turnover.
This will help add more capacity,” said TEA's
Subramanian.

A good thing that Tirupur has done is invest
in green energy. Savings in power costs have
helped overcome other costs and largely sustain
operations. “Tirupur will become carbon
neutral by 2030 against India’s target of 2070.
We have created a 2,000 MW of renewable
(windmill and solar) energy capacity, and it is
producing five times more power than
required,” said Subramanian. The industry
would do well if it can replicate this success
across the sector:
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Chief Minister meets officials of
Apple and Microsoft, discusses
partnerships and opportunities

He thanked Apple officials for securing T.N. a place on the map of electronic goods manufacturers in the world, and requested

them to invest in the State; he held discussions with officials of Microsoft to expand data centres, and inked a deal with Google

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

part from signing a
A memorandum of
Understanding

(MoU) with Google during
his visit to the U.S., Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin met
senior officials of Apple
and Microsoft and invited
them to invest in Tamil
Nadu.

“An awe-inspiring visit
to the offices of Apple,
Google and Microsoft. Dis-
cussed various opportuni-
ties and exciting partner-
ships. Determined to
strengthen these partner-
ships, and make Tamil Na-
du one of the foremost
growth engines of Asia,”
he posted on social media.

A release from the go-
vernment said the Chief
Minister thanked officials

of Apple for securing Ta-
mil Nadu a place on the
map of electronic goods
manufacturers in the
world.

He told them that the
State was a leader in hous-
ing and transport, and the
government had taken
steps to strengthen the in-
frastructure to make it a
hub of manufacturing in
Asia. “Tamil Nadu has the
congenial atmosphere for
investment,” he had said,
requesting them to invest
in the State.

He held discussions
with officials of Microsoft
to expand data centres
and investments in Global
Capability Centre and Al

Deal with Google

Google said in a statement
that under the agreement,
it would work with Gui-

Source: 1he Hindu, 4 September 2024, p.6

dance — Tamil Nadu go-
vernment’s nodal agency
for investment promotion
and facilitation — to sup-
port the development of a
robust artificial intelli-
gence (Al) ecosystem. This
includes providing access
to advanced technologies
and resources, emphasis-
ing on empowering indivi-
duals, businesses, and go-
vernment  entities to
leverage AI for inclusive
growth and progress, it
added.

The firm and the go-
vernment would look to
collaborate on the follow-
ing areas — manufacturing
of Pixel 8 phones; skill de-
velopment and education,
wherein the company will
coordinate with the go-
vernment to upskill the
State’s workforce in Al
capabilities, and explore

Bolstering ties: CM M.K. Stalin with officials of top global companies in the U.S. He says that he is determined to make T.N. one of the foremost growth engines of Asia.

Al-learning initiatives un-
der the flagship Naan Mud-
halvan scheme’s upskilling
platform; and start-ups
and innovation, wherein
the company would work
with the start-up ecosys-
tem to offer mentorship
and networking.

The ‘Google for Startup’
programme will provide
eligible venture capital-
funded AI start-ups with
Cloud credits, technical
training, and business sup-
port to accelerate their
growth.

Besides, the deal is
aimed at facilitating the
growth of micro, small and
medium enterprises
(MSMEs) and the rural eco-
nomy. The Google Cloud’s
partners will collaborate
with the government to
leverage Al on open net-
works” marketplace. These
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e
Thiru MK Stalin, Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and Delegates

B

efforts will automate pro-
cesses, enhance decision-
making, and promote in-
novation through technol-
ogy adoption.

‘Shaping the future’
Industries Minister T.R.B.
Rajaa posted on social me-
dia, “From #Nokia's new
world-class [research and
development] R&D centre
in Siruseri to #PayPal's Al-
ML-emerging-tech focused
development centre ex-
pansion in Chennai; and
from semiconductor inno-
vation with #Microchip
and #Yield Engineering
Systems at #Coimbatore,
to advanced Al tech deve-
lopment with Applied Ma-
terials and Infinx’s tech
centre in #Madurai — the
future of Tamil Nadu is be-
ing shaped in front of our
eyes...”



(M MK Stalin at the meeting where a pact with Visteon was signed | express

3MoUsinked, TN

may getZ850 cr
ininvestments

Lincoln Electric, Vishay Precision, Visteon
sign deals in the presence of CM Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TN government signed three
MoUs with investments commit-
ments worth 850 crore in differ-
ent sectors, CM MEK Stalin an-
nounced on Friday. The
cumulative investment commit-
ments during his ongoing visit
to the US now stands at 4,350
crore with the addition of these
agreements.

“We've secured MolUs worth
F850 crore with Lincoln Electric,
Vishay Precision, and Visteon,
bringing us one step closer to re-
alising our vision. Through re-
lentless effort and determina-
tion, we continue to turn our
dreams into reality!,” Stalin, in
his post on X, said.

Lincoln Electric has commit-
ted to invest FH00 crore for ex-
panding its research and devel-
opment wing, and its
manufacturing unit in Chengal-
pattu. To set up a production fa-
cility for sensors and transduc-
ers in Kancheepuram, Vishay
Precision is investing 100 crore
investment. Visteon signed an
Mol committing a 250 crore in-

vestment to establish electronics
manufacturing units in Chennai
and Coimbatore.

Arelease said the MoUs inked
with Lincoln Electric, Vishay
Precision and Visteon will create
numerous employment opporti-
nities for the vouth of the state.

Lincoln Electric, a Fortune
1000 company, operates in more
than 160 countries with 42 pro-
duction facilities worldwide.

With its global headguarters
located in Malvern, Pennsylva-
nia, Vishay Precision is a manu-
facturer of semiconductors and
electronic components. It has
production facilities in Israel,
Asia, the UAE, and the US, pro-
ducing rectifiers, capacitors,
metal-oxide-semiconductor field-
effect transistors, optoelectron-
ics, resistors, and inductors

Visteon is an automotive elec-
tronics company, specialising in
cockpit electronies, and is a For-
tune 500 company. It has opera-
tions in 17 countries and sup-
plies automotive electronics
products tocompanies like Ford,
General Motors, BMW, and
Volkswagen.

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 September 2024, p.4
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Trilliant Networks
Inc. to invest 2,000
crore in Tamil Nadu

The US. firm plans to establish a manufacturing unit and a Development

& Global Support Centre in the State. CM hails ‘valuable partnership’

Fa
LY
{0\

\"» J 3

Clinching the deal: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M_K. Stalin with representatives of Trilliant Networks Inc.,

at the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding in Chicago. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

rilliant Networks,
T Inc., a U.S. compa-
ny that deals in ad-

vanced metering infras-
tructure and smart grid,
among others, is set to in-
vest ¥2,000 crore in Tamil
Nadu as part of its plans to
establish a manufacturing
unit and a Development &
Global Support Centre in
the State.

A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to this
effect was signed between
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment and Trilliant, in the
presence of Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin and the compa-
ny’s Chief Commercial Of-
ficer, Michael ]J. Mortimer,
in Chicago on Wednesday,
an official press release
said.

In a social media post,
Mr. Stalin said that there

were “exciting develop-
ments” on his visit to Chi-
cago, and thanked Trilliant
for what he described as a
valuable partnership.

During a meeting with
officials from Nike, Inc.,
Mr. Stalin invited the U.S.
footwear and apparel com-
pany to invest in Tamil Na-
du, given the conducive
business atmosphere and
availability of a skilled
workforce in the State. Mr.
Stalin termed the meeting
“productive”.

“The discussions were
over the possibility of ex-
panding manufacturing
opportunities in the non-
leather footwear sector, ex-
ploring the manufacture of
apparel, and looking into
the possibility of setting up
a design and production
centre in Chennai,” he
said.

The Chief Minister also
held meetings with repre-

Source: The Hindu, 6 September 2024, p.8

sentatives from Optum
Inc., a subsidiary of the Un-
itedHealth Group, and dis-
cussed potential invest-
ments in Tamil Nadu. Mr.
Stalin invited Optum In-
sight’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer Roger Connor and Se-
nior Vice-President John
Myatt to invest in new pro-
jects in the State.

“Also engaged with Op-
tum, which already em-
ploys 5,000 people in Ta-
mil Nadu and plans to
build the talent pipeline
for the healthcare sector.
Requested them to consid-
er expanding their opera-
tions in Tiruchi and Madu-
rai. Momentum is strong!”
he said, in a social media

post.
Tamil Nadu Minister for
Industries, Investment

Promotion and Commerce
T.R.B. Rajaa and senior of-
ficials were present during
the meetings.



State inks MoUs for 3850cr
investments from US firms

Agreements Signed During Stalin’s Ongoing Visit

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
on Friday signed agree-
ments with three compa-
niesinthe US for a cumula-
tive investment of %850
crore inthestate. While the
MoUs are for opening man-
ufacturing facilities and
research and development
(R&D) centres in the elec-
tronics components, semi-
conductor and other sec-
tors, the agreements were
signed in the presence of
chief minister M K Stalin,
as part of his official visit
to US, where he met corpo-
rates in Chicago.

One of the MoUs was
with Lincoln Electric, a

The MoUs are for opening manufacturing facilities
and research and development (R&D) centres in
the electronics components, semiconductor and

other sectors in the state

company that deas with
welding equipment and re-
lated products, to expand
its R&D operations and
manufacturing facility in
Chengalpet at an invest-
ment of 500 crore, accord-
ing to a statement from the
govt.

TN govt signed a MoU
withthecompany’smanag-
ing director Sivapathasun-
daram Kaja and other se-
niorexecutives.

Similarly, the state’s
delegation exchanged
agreements with semicon-
ductor and electronics
components maker Vishay
Precision. The company
agreed to establish a pro-
duction facility for sensors
and transducers at Kan-
cheepuram with 2100 crore
capital expenditure. Vish-
ay Precision’s senior vice
president of sales Stephen
Shriver, said their compa-

ny would expand their pro-
duction unit in Hosur, the
release said.

Tamil Nadu also signed
an agreement with auto-
motive electronics compa-
ny Visteon. It plans to in-
vest 2250 crore to establish
electronics manufacturing
unitsinChennaiand Coim-
batore.

At this event, Visteon’s
CEO and president, Sachin
Lawande and others were
present.

State industries minis-
ter T R B Raaja, secretary
Arun Roy, Guidance Tamil
Nadu managing director
Vishnu accompanied the
chief minister during
these interactions.

Source: The Times of India, 7 September 2024, p.10

Tamil Nadu govt signs two more MoUs

Focus On Delivery Centres; US-Based Eaton To Expand Mfg Facility

Stalin rides a cycle in US, shares video

Chennai: Chief minister M K Stalin was seen riding a bicycle on
Wednesday (Tuesday in US) near the banks of Lake Michiganin
Chicago. Sharing the video of riding a bicycle on X, Stalin said,
“Evening's calm sets the stage for new dreams.”

Leader of opposition Rahul Gandhi shared the video of
Stalin cyclingin Chicago and asked, “Brother, when are we

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
on Wednesday signed two
more MoUs with US-based
firms as part of chief minis-
ter M K Stalin's visit to the US
to attract investments. The
MoUs are for global delivery
centres set tocome up in TN.

Power management com-
pany Eaton Corporation has
agreed to expand its manufac-
turing facility in Chennaiand
establish research and devel-
opmentand aglobal utility en-
gineering center, according to
a release from the govt. The
project entails Rs 200 crore in-
vestment and has potential
for 500 jobs.

The delegation led by the
chief minister exchanged the
agreement with Eaton Corpo-

PUSHING FOR INVESTMENT
Chief minister M K Stalin rides
a cycle along Lake Michigan's
banks in Chicago, US

ration's global energy presi-
dent, Matthew Hockman and
others.

Eaton said the expansion

Source: The Times of India, 5 September 2024, p.5

cyclingtogetherin Chennai?”

Stalin responded to Rahul, inviting him to Chennai to
explore the city. “Dear brother @RahulGandhi, whenever
you're free, let’s ride and explore the heart of Chennai
together!” Stalin said a sweet box was pending from his side.

Stalinsaid in his X post, “After our cycling, let'senjoy a
delicious South Indian lunch with sweets at my home.”

will focus on its crouse-hinds
and B-line business, electrical
systems for industrial appli-
cations. According to a re-
lease from the company, Phili-
pose Jacob, country director
(India) said the new facility in

Sholinganallur will cover
100,000 sq ft and is expected to
be completed by the end of
2026. It will have advanced
manufacturing floors, R&D
facilities, an experience cen-
ter, and a headquarters, he
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added. The Tamil Nadu govt
also signed an agreement
with US-based Assurant,
which provides disaster man-
agement products and servic-
es, to establish a global capa-
bility center (GCC) in Chen-
nai. Assurant’s vice president
Biju Nair and senior officials
attended theevent.

State industries minister
TRBRaaja, secretary V Arun
Roy, CEO of Guidance Tamil-
nadu V Vishnu were present
at the exchange of MoUs. Ear-
lier, CM Stalin met with the
diaspora community and
technology firm executives in
San Francisco last week.
Agreements for establishing
capability centers of notable
firms like PayPal, Applied
Materialsand Google's Al Lab
were signed.



TN govt to partner Google for Al skilling

Stalin, Who Is In US, Invites Tech Majors To Expand Their Operations In TN

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin has invited technol-
ogy majors Apple, Google
and Microsoft to invest and
expand their operations in
the state.

Stalin, who is currently
touring the US to attract in-
vestments, also met Link-
edIn chief executive Ryan
Roslanski among others, ac-
cording to a release from the
govt.

Guidance TN, the state
govt's nodal agency for in-
vestment promotion, will set
up an artificial intelligence
(AI) 1ab in partnership with
Google for which a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) was signed with the
company on Friday.

“Tamil Nadu is commit-
ted to skilling two million
youngsters in Al via Naan
Mudhalvan along with Goo-
gle,” the chief minister was
quoted as saying.

Industries minister TR B
Rajaa in a post on X said the

TECH EXPANSION: Chief minister MK Stalin, industries minister TRB
Rajaa & others exchanged the MoU for setting up Al labs with Google
executives

skilling programme will in-
clude collaborating with
startups to enable MSMEs.
“Wewantour youth tobeafu-
ture-ready workforce,” he
added.

The chief minister also
discussed the issue of Pixel8
phones manufactured in the
state, possibilities of making
more Google products and

Source: The Times of India, 1 September 2024, p.6

setting up centres in the
state, collaborating with
startupsand Al development
with Google executives, the
release stated.

Separately, during his in-
teraction with representa-
tives of Seattle-based Micro-
soft representatives, the
chief minister discussed in-
vestment opportunities in

data centres, setting up glob-
al capability centres and Al
skilling.

Stalin spoke highly of Ta-
mil Nadu's manufacturing
prowess and thanked Apple
for its manufacturing facili-
ties. He further discussed the
efforts taken by the govt to
improve the manufacturing
ecosystem in the state.

On Saturday, Google in a
statement said the collabora-
tion with TN govt to build an
Al-enabled ecosystem will fo-
cus on initiatives in key ar-
eas such as start-up enable-
ment, skilling, and industri-
al ecosystem enablement in-
cluding MSMEs to create
scalable solutions.

The company will work
with Guidance TN tosupport
the development of a robust
Al ecosystem, including pro-
viding access to advanced
technologies and resources,
itsaid.

Amit Zavery, VPand Head
of Platform of Google Cloud,
said, “We look forward to
working together to build a

thriving Al ecosystem in Ta-
mil Nadu — one that not only
drives innovation and cre-
ates opportunities but also
empowers individuals with
the skills they need to suc-
ceed inthedigital age.”

As per the statement,
“Google will collaborate
withthe govttoupskill Tamil
Nadu's workforce with Al ca-
pabilities, and explore Al
learning initiatives under
the ‘Naan Mudhalvan’' up-
skilling platform.”

“Google will work along-
side Tamil Nadu's startup
ecosystem to offer mentor-
ship and networking with
Google experts and industry
leaders, with Al-focused
eventsdesigned to solvelocal
challenges and foster inno-
vation and problem

solving within the com-
munity. Google for Startup
programme will provide eli-
gible VC-funded Al startups
with Cloud credits, technical
training, and business sup-
port to accelerate their
growth,” it said.

India’s 1st Cisco facility opened in Chennai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE first manufacturing facility
of US-based network gear maker
CISCO was inaugurated in India
by Union Communications Minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia in Chen-
nai on Friday The first phase of
the multi-vear investment project
is expected to generate more than
$1.3 billion annually in combined
exports and domestic production
and create 1,200 jobs in Tamil
Nadu. The state Industries Minis-
ter TRB Rajaa was also present on

the occasion.

Cisco haspartnered with Flex to
build and scale the manufacturing
facility in Chennai, which will ini-
tially focus on Cisco’s Network
Convergence System (NCS) 540 Se-
ries of routers.

“Significant innovation and
technical advancements are
planned in the next phase includ-
ingprinted circuit board assembly
components with several lavers;
products requiring, at times, thou-
sands of individual components;
and industrial-grade products that

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 September 2024, p.6

are built to endure severe environ-
mental conditions,” Cisco said.
Cisco has collaborated with Flex
to successfully build the Chennai
site and bring advanced telecom
technology that can help connect
citizens in India and globally.
Speaking to reporters, Scindia
said the union government is set-
ting up a telecommunication
equipment manufacturing zone in
the country as the sector is expect-
ed to go through a revolution in at-
tracting foreign direct invest-
ments. Scindia said India is the
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second largest producer of mobile
phones in the world with 30 crore
phones being produced in India.
The country, in the last 10 years,
exported mobile phones worth Rs
1.28 lakh crore.

The minister said value addi-
tion (in mobile phones) has gone
up by 20% due to changes in for-
eign direct investment. “India had
close to USD 98 billion of FDI and
in thelast 10 vears, we have grown
that by 60% to ¥160 billion FDI.
The same revolution will happen
in the telecom sector,” he added.



TN. releases Pumped Storage Projects Policy
with focus on sustainable energy growth

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The State government has
released the Tamil Nadu
Pumped Storage Projects
Policy (PSP) 2024, which
aims at harnessing the po-
tential of pumped storage
projects to support sustain-
able energy growth, and
contribute to the overall
development and energy
security of the State.

The project also looks to
meet renewable energy
targets, attract invest-
ments, integrate renewa-
ble energy into the grid
and create jobs, among
others. Tamil Nadu has an
installed wind energy ca-
pacity of over 9,000 MW
and installed solar energy

capacity exceeding 7,800
MW. The total installed
green energy capacity is
22,628 MW, as per the pol-
icy. One of the significant
challenges with renewable
energy is its variability. So-
lar power generation peaks
during the day, while wind
power is often the stron-
gest at night. Pumped stor-
age projects offer a solu-
tion by storing excess
energy generated during
periods of low demand,
and releasing it during
peak demand. This capa-
bility allows for better inte-
gration of renewable ener-
gy into the grid, optimising
the use of green energy
and reducing reliance on
fossil fuels, it noted.
Pumped storage pro-

jects, utilising water and
gravitational energy, pre-
sent a more environment-
friendly and sustainable
option for large-scale ener-
gy storage, it added.

PSP projects also stimu-
late the local economy by
creating indirect employ-
ment opportunities in sup-
porting industries such as
manufacturing,  supply
chain logistics and servic-
es. Ancillary businesses
such as equipment sup-
pliers, maintenance servic-
es and local vendors can al-
so benefit from them, it
further said.

The PSP policy would
remain in force for five
years, and be reviewed
thereafter. Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corporation

Limited (TNGECL) shall be
the State Designated Nodal
Agency for implementing
it. Pumped storage pro-

jects installed and commis-

sioned during the opera-
tive period shall become
eligible for the benefits and
incentives declared for a
period of 40 years from the
date of commissioning,
which is extendable by 10
years.

Among the other incen-
tives proposed for pumped
storage projects are a 50%
concession on stamp duty
and registration fee, ex-
emption in electricity tax-
es on final consumption of
power within the State for
a period of 10 years from
the completion date, and
no water cess.

Source: The Hindu, 9 September 2024, p.6

Tangedco bifurcation can take 6-12
months for completion: ratings firm

The Centre has approved the State’s plan to bifurcate Tangedco into separate entities for generation and distribution and

create a new entity for renewable energy; many States had benefited from the unbundling of their power sector, it notes

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
Tvemment and the
Tamil Nadu Gener-

ation and Distribution Cor-
poration (Tangedco) could
take six to 12 months to
complete the bifurcation
process of the State power
utility and the unbundling
of the power sector, India
Ratings and Research has
said.

The Union Ministry of
Corporate Affairs had ap-
proved the State govern-
ment’s decision to bifur-
cate Tangedco into
separate entities for gener-
ation and distribution and
carve out a new entity for
renewable energy, with the
merger of the renewable
wing of Tangedco with ef-
fect from June 27, the rat-
ings firm noted.

Division still on
However, the division of
the liabilities and assets of
the erstwhile Tangedco
was still in process, it said.

Cost to dip: The power purchase bills of the new distribution firm

are likely to come down, as the per-unit power production cost of
renewable sources is low, compared with the thermal power plants.

The firm said it main-
tains a ‘Rating Watch with
Developing Implications’
on Tangedco’s bank loans,
as it awaits greater clarity
on the various aspects of
the bifurcation — including
the division of the State
power utility’s borrowings
(bonds and the bank

loans); division of the cur-
rent losses; and steps that
the government would
take to bring down the
losses.

The ‘Rating Watch with
Developing Implications’
indicates that the ratings
could be upgraded, af-
firmed or downgraded

based on the details that
will emerge on the bifurca-
tion, it pointed out. The
ratings firm affirmed IND
A(CE)/Stable rating on Tan-
gedco’s bonds and main-
tained BBB/ Rating on the
bank loans, and said it also
awaited further details of
any change in the nature of
the State government’s
guarantee for the existing
bonds raised by Tangedco.

Under the Electricity
Act, 2003, 20 major States
had benefited from the un-
bundling of their power
sector, it said.

India Ratings further
said it believed that the
complete unbundling of
the power sector would
help increase the opera-
tional performance, bring
down Tangedco’s losses
and eventually lead to low-
er revenue and fiscal defi-
cit of Tamil Nadu.

According to fiscal
2024’s provisional finan-
cials, Tangedco’s losses re-
duced to 34,492 crore from
¥9,192 crore in the fiscal
year 2023, mainly on ac-

count of a 20% year-on-
year increase in its opera-
tional revenue, the ratings
firm said.

Net loss to narrow

India Ratings expects Tan-
gedco’s net loss to narrow
in the near-to-medium
term with the separation of
distribution from genera-
tion; provision for a revi-
sion in the tariff every year,
as approved by the Tamil
Nadu Electricity Regulato-
ry Commission; and an im-
provement in the opera-
tional efficiency.

It further noted that
Tangedco’s management
expects that the new entity
for renewable energy will
be operational from fiscal
2025.

The ratings firm expects
the power purchase bills of
the newly formed distribu-
tion company to come
down, as the per unit pow-
er production cost of re-
newable sources is low,
compared with the con-
ventional thermal power
generation plants.

TENVol. | Issue 5 | September 2024 | Page 21

Source: The Hindu,

13 September 2024, p.5



Tamil Nadu’s solar
energy generation
and consumption
touch new highs

The State’s current peak power demand is around 18,115 MW and
the daily consumption, about 400 million units. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s solar energy
generation and consump-
tion reached new highs on
Thursday.

Solar energy generation
touched 6,090 MW, sur-
passing the previous high
of 5,985 MW achieved on
September 7, and solar
energy consumption
reached 45.47 million un-
its, surpassing the previous
record of 43.70 million un-
its achieved on September
2, according to the Tamil
Nadu Generation and Dis-
tribution Corporation
(Tangedco).

Tamil Nadu has an in-
stalled solar energy capaci-
ty of over 7,800 MW. So far
in September this year, the
cumulative solar genera-

T.N. has an installed

solar energy capacity
of over 7,800 MW. So

far in Sept. 2024, the
cumulative solar
generation in the
State stood at 521.73
million units

tion in the State stood at
521.73 million units.

Peak power

The State’s current peak
power demand is around
18,115 MW, and the daily
consumption, about 400
million units. So far in
2024-25, the maximum
power demand of 20,830
MW, and the maximum
daily consumption of
454.320 million units were
met on May 2 and April 30
respectively.

Source: The Hindu, 15 September 2024, p.8

TP Solar eyes
touching 4GW

cell capa(:lty soon

IN ACTION MODE. A woman employee worklng at the cell
production line at Tata Power's Solar Cell and Module Manu-

facturing Plant in Tirunelveli

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tata group’s TP
Solar began commercial
production of solar cells at
its manufacturing facility
in Tirunelveli and expects
toreach peak production of
four gigawatts (GW) within
the next few months.

The company, subsidia-
ry of Tata Power Renewab-
le Energy Ltd. (TPREL), on
Monday started the produc-
tion in its 2GW solar cell li-
ne and plans to ramp up
production to4GW, with ad-
ditional 2GW capacity over
the next four to six weeks,
thecompany said in arelea-
se. The solar cells and mo-
dules produced at the facili-
ty will initially cater to the
company’s ongoing pro-
jects but plans to explore
wider market opportuniti-
es. With Rs 4,300 crore ca-
pex, Tata Power’s facility

has a total cell and module
manufacturing capacity of
4.3 GW. The module produc-
tion line at the Tirunelveli
plant was commissioned
last October and has produ-
ced 1,250 MW of modules
tilldate.

Accordingtothe compa-
ny, it holds 20% market sha-
re in solar rooftop and utili-
ty-scale segments and aims
for further expansion un-
der programs like PM Su-
rya Ghar Yojana. Tata Po-
wer is a power company fo-
cusing on generation,
transmission and distribu-
tion of conventional and re-
newable power.

Dr Praveer Sinha, chief
executive officer (CEO)and
MD of Tata Power said, the
cell production at Tirunel-
veli plant is a significant
step towards indigenisa-
tion in the solar value cha-
in.

Source: The Times of India, 10 September 2024, p.13
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One of Tamil Nadu’s youngest districts, Ranipet is poised for a boom
aided by its existing industrial ecosystem and geographical location

SAME DEUTZ-FAHR GROUP (SDF) | A global manufacturer of tractors @

ANIPE T

SING

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

anipet isonaroll. It'sturning into
yet another of Tamil Nadu’s in-
dustrial hubs. The latest entrant
is Tata Motors, which is spending
79,000 crore to set up a factory at
apakkam to make its flagship
Jaguars and Land Rovers. Greaves Electric
Mobility, which three years ago set up a 2700
crore facility in Ranipet to make EV two-
wheelers, now plans to expand it to 1 mil-
lion units per vear production capacity e

Ranipet, one of the state’s youngest
districts (it became one in 2019), is
capitalising on its geographical location to
grow. [t is contiguous with Kancheepuram and
Tiruvallur, but land is cheaper than in these
industrialised districts. So that makes it
attractive to investors. Ranipet is also
sandwiched between the Chennai-Bengaluru
highway and the new Chennai-Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor (CBIC).

Besides, it's well connected to major railway
junctions — Katpadi and Arakkonam. And, the
CBIC directly links it with Chennai, Ennore
and Kattupalli ports. Moreover, the upcoming
Parandur airport is close by.

Industries minister T R B Rajaa says the
govt is promoting Ranipet to new investors,
showcasing its immense potential. The
existing industrial infrastructure and
availability of a work-ready labour pool
makes it an ideal location for industrial
growth, he says. And, the Parandur
airport will be a gamechanger.

“The govt's initiatives are focused
on creating an industry-ready
ecosystem in Ranipet, ensuring it
becomes yet another cornerstone of

--'lamuNadu s industrial landscape,”

GREAVES ELECTRIC MOBILITY |3 3
E-2W and E-3W manufacturer

more than 50 years ago, when Sipcot set up its
first-ever industrial park in the region. The
district became home to large and medium-
sized leather industries that produce footwear
and garments for exports. Chemical units and
foundries also came up. In 1980, BHEL set up
its boiler auxiliaries plant (BAP) at Ranipet for
the manufacture of electrostatic precipitators,
air pre-heaters and fans. Over the years, BAP
expanded its portfolio to steel chimneys, gates
and dampers, RO-based desalination, flue
gas conditioning systems, wind electric
generators and missile launchers for
defence. All this spawned a host of
MSMEs, which at last count were more
than 10,000. Top notch international
brands have also set up facilities in the district.
Italy-headquartered Same Deutz-Fahr Group
(SDF), which makes tractors, has had a plant
in Ranipet since 1996. Tata International, which
exports footwear to global brands and leading
retailers including Clarks, Deichmann, H&M,
Marks & Spencer, Zara and Massimo Dutti, has
a specialised facility here. And Taiwanese
shoemaker Hong Fu will invest 1,000 crore over
the next 3-5 years to make sports shoes for global
brands such as Nike and Puma.
Tata Motors and Hong Fu will generate 5,000
and 20,000 jobs, says Sipcot managing director
K Senthil Raj. Ranipet, he adds, offers major
scope for the heavy engineering sector
given its ecosystem. “We plan to set up
more industrial parks in Ranipet,” he
says citing demand from
component manufacturers.
Toy manufacturer
Funskool India, has been
expanding within Ranipet
for the past 25 years. In
April, the company added
more than 1.6lakh sqft, which
doubles manufacturing
capacity. “Wenow have more
than 3,00,000 sqft of
manufacturing space in
Ranipet. The good
industrial climate
prevailing in thearea also
influenced our

TATA MOTORS AND HONG FU WILL
GENERATE 5,000 AND 20,000 JOBS RESPECTIVELY

~K Senthil Raj | SIPCOT MANAGING DIRECTOR

Source: The Times of India, 9 September 2024, p.2

THIRUMALAI
CHEMICALS | Chemical
manufacturing industry

RANIPET WAS CARVED OUT
FROM VELLORE DISTRICT AND MADE INTO
A NEW DISTRICT IN 2019,

TIRUVALLUR
DISTRICT

VELLORE
DISTRICT

KANCHEEPURAM
DISTRICT

TIRUVANNAMALAI
DISTRICT

/l\

» The district comprises two revenue divisions
of Ranipet and Arakkonam and the taluks of
Arcot, Walajah, Kalavai, Sholinghur, Arakkonam
and Nemili.

Tata Motors plant is
coming up in the State
? Industries Promotion
Corporation of TN
CRORE (Sipcot) industrial park
at Panapakkam

FUNSKOOI. INDIA | Toy manufacturer (© O

decision,” says Funskool India CEO R Jeswant.
“With the toy market growing fast and govt
support for domestic manufacturing, we will
soon look to enhance manufacturing facilities
further. Ranipet will continue to be an important
manufacturing destination for us in the years
to come.”

Ranipet is well-positioned to emerge as an
integral part of Chennai’s expanding industrial
cluster; says Srivats Ram, chairman, CII Tamil
Nadu state council, and managing director,
Wheels India. “Ranipet already hosts a well-
established industrial base, particularly in
leather processing, chemicals. This existing
ecosystem provides a foundation for further
industrial growth and integration into the
larger Chennai cluster.” He also wants the govt
to set up plug and play industrial spaces.

Skilling local employees for non-leather
footwear industry is the need of the hour; says
Rafeeque Ahmed Mecca, chairperson, Farida
Group, and president of All-India Hides and
Skins Tanners and Merchants Association.
“Non-leather footwear is the future. Govt must
take steps to upskill labour for growth of this
sector in Ranipet region.” adds.
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The three-day TechnoVIT "24 featured more than 250 programmes | exeness

VIT fest: Rajaa says TN govt

committed to

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE three-day flagship techni-
cal fest of Vellore Institute of
Technology (VIT), TechnoVIT
2024, concluded on Saturday.
The event featured over 250
programmes, including hands-
on experience in drone pilot-
ing, robot wars, workshops,
hackathons and problem-solv-
ing challenges.

On the final day, internation-
al students showcased various
cutting-edge technological ad-
vancements. Addressing the
students, Industries Minister
TRB Rajaa, who was the chief
guest, said many Indians prefer
to work for companies like
Google or Microsoft rather
than building their own enter-
prises. He encouraged the stu-
dents to approach STARTUP
TN with their innovative ideas
and seek seed funding, assur-
ing them that the state is com-

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 September 2024, p.3

help startups

mitted to supporting their en-
trepreneurial success. Rajaa
also emphasised the impor-
tance of being ‘space-ready’
highlighting India's advance-
ments with ISRO and Tamil
Nadu's recent MoU with the
Australian Space Agency to es-
tablish space research parks.

VIT vice-president Sekar
Viswanathan, adviser to the
Chancellor SP Thivagarajan,
WVIT Chennai pro vicechancel-
lor T Thyagarajan, additional
registrar PK Manoharan, along
with faculty members and stu-
dents were present at the vale-
dictory function. Sekar empha-
sised VIT's dedication in
contributing to the state’s
growth by offering skill devel-
opment programmes. He as-
sured students that Artificial
Intelligence will not eliminate
jobs but transform them, urg-
ing them to stay agile and adapt
to changing circumstances.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

consumer electronics product,
with 35% year-on-vear growth,
the largest across the country,
according to Ranjit Babu, direc-
tor of consumer electronics,
Amazon India.
Speaking to TIVIE on
Wednesday, Babu said
the demand is for high-
end products in the
range of above 20,000,
which include smart-
phones, large-screen televi-
sions, air conditioners, head-
phones, laptops, smartwatches,
dual-door fridges among oth-
ers. He said apart from Chen-
nai, there has been a huge de-
mand from cities like Salem,
Coimbatore and Trichy also.
Babu was here to announce

.

others.

TN biggest market for
consumer electronic
products for Amazon

the 30-day sale season ‘The
Great Indian Festival’ from

TAMIL Nadu is the largestmar-  September 27.
ket for ecommerce giant Ama- It is learnt Amazon’s seller
zon when it comes to sale of  base has expanded from 14 lakh

to 16 lakh and there are about
13 crore products up for sale.
Babu said during the festival
season sale, Amazon will also
be providing Phone Setup
Service’ in which a cus-
tomer would be able to
avail the service froma
professional nominat-
ed by Amazon for set-
ting up a smartphone
with installation of mo-
bile applications preferred
by customers and linking
email addresses among

The “Phone Setup Service”
will be available at an addition-
al cost of F120 for customers.
This service will be available in
21 cities in Tamil Nadu.

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 September 2024, p.6

C SHIVAKUMAR @Chennai

INDIA'S tryst with hyperloop, a
high-speed transportation sys-
tem, might be realised soon as
TuTr Hyperloop, a deep tech
startup incubated at IIT Ma-
dras, is working to createafull-
scale hy perloop infrastructure
with a speed of 600kmph. With
lot of technology impetus from
the local community, Chennai
is the ideal place for its advan-
tages and the city has the

~ |IT-Wstartup may give
life to hyperloop dreams

Technology will be first tested at a speed of 100kmph on 410m
test track at the institute’s Discovery campus in Thaiyur

pods at near-zero air resist-
ance conditions, which is cru-
cial for achieving the high
speeds associated with hy per-
loop travel. “The pod design
has been inspired by the Fal-
con in the Indian context
‘Garuda’ and we are planning
to extend it to 450 metres mak-
ing it one of the longest hy-
perloop testing facilities,”
said Bharadwaj.

TuTr has already been
plugged into the global hyper-

chance to have the first global m Trains m The tubes could be above or below ground and | m Each @psule JTTITIRR it hiqaeloteg loop community through col-
test facility for Hyperloop. depart designed to withstand earthquakes floatsona . ;e ConcOF U laboration agreements with

The technology will be first every 30 _ mSix to eight cushion of air Y 1354 mph other lead ing technology start-
tested at a speed of 100kmph at seconds at passengers per | [LCieatesasit ! ups in Eurepe such as Swiss-

the 410-metre hyperloop test
track at IIT Madras’ Discovery
campus in Thaiyur Once this
mark is crossed, it will be test-
edinalonger track for 600kmph.
If all goes well, the technology
could even complement the
Metro Rail network.

“TuTr engineers have suc-
cessfully developed the linear
induction motor prototype
which is currently undergoing
rigorous trials on the test
track. The team is currently
inthefinal stages of develop-
ing the levitation technology
for this pod and will start test-
ing on the tracks by the end of
this month. We are working to-
wards testing the pod propul-

ILLUST RATION: MANDAR PARDI

(ar:

5peaktimes | i /r

caps

losﬁm?e\es

5 hr30 mins
fanat
airin

m To minimise friction, a powerful ;

moves forward pod and Hardt Hyperloop. The

initiative is supported by vari-
ous industry partners and aca-
demic stakeholders, including
a grant of 8 crore from Indian
Railways with the Union
. g Government as the prima-
ry supporter. Till now it
has received ¥ 15crore in grants.
The project has also attracted
suppert from leading compa-
nies, including L&T,
Arcelor Mittal, Hin-
dalco, Dassault, An-
sys, and TI, who pro-
vide resources,
funding and
expertise.
With Europe in
the race to devel-

ule. Three
ules per train

Sras

Hyper!u_up:

760 mph

£
Boeing 737: 485 mph —

-

-

by magnetic
aftraction
the frant would suck
the tube to the rear

sion and levitation technolo-
gies together in the 410 metre
tube in the coming weeks,” said
Founder Director of TuTr Hy-
perloop Dr Aravind § Bharad-
waj, who switched over from
The Mahindra Group to help
the commercialisation of Hy-
perloop technology:

The initial focus of TuTr
Hyperloop is not to achieve
600kmph but to make the tech-
nology commercially viable

for practical use in India. “We
have already identified real-
world applications of this
technology. Onesuch potential
application is to augment the
existing Metro Rail network
with a high-speed corridor de-
veloped with appropriate com-
ponents of hyperloop technol-
ogy. However, a key challenge
isto develop it at a competitive
cost. If we are able to cover
60km in 15 minutes, we will

have a technology solution
that will address a societal
need. The pod can be like abus
taking 30 to 40 passengers at a
stretch in a dedicated high-
speed corridor,” he explained,
adding that the hyperloop
could also be used in moving
containers from Chennai Port
helping in reducing the con-
gestionand in mining without

disturbing the eco-
sensitive zones.

The technocrat also said the
pods can bea sustainable mode
of transportation on the ITT
campus itself. “This need not
be at high speed and it can
serve as a test bed for develop-
ing levitation technology.”

He further said that the
tube is designed to be a vacu-
um-sealed environment, al-
lowing testing of hyperloop

op hyperloop
technology,
Bharadwaj said when the
project was started, the tech-
nology in India was at least
three to five years behind.
“Now we are almost catching
up with them,” he said. To nur-
ture youngsters in the area of
hyperloop technology, IIT Ma-
dras is planning to host the Glo-
bal Hyperloop Competition in
February of next year.
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Source:

The New Indian
Express, 23 September
2024, p.2



Ford to reopen its
T.N. plant to make
vehicles for export

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a much-awaited move,
the Ford Motor Company
has expressed interest in
restarting its manufactur-
ing unit in Tamil Nadu. The
company has submitted a
Letter of Intent (LOI) to the
State government, outlin-
ing its intention to utilise
the Chennai plant for ma-
nufacturing vehicles for
export.

The announcement fol-
lows a meeting between
the Ford leadership team
and Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin during
his visit to the United
States. The strategic move
will see the facility repur-
posed to focus on manu-
facturing for global mar-
kets, as part of the
company’s ambitious
“Ford+ growth plan”. The

company said that further
information about the na-
ture of manufacturing and
other details will be dis-
closed in due course.

Nearly three years ago,
the American major had
announced that it would
stop vehicle production in
India.

Kay Hart, president,
Ford International Markets
Group, announced the de-
cision on LinkedIn. She
further wrote that the deci-
sion follows multiple meet-
ings with the Tamil Nadu
government, including one
last week with Mr. Stalin
during his visit to the Unit-
ed States. “We appreciate
their ongoing support as
we have explored different
options for the plant,” the
post read.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

‘Four-fold increase
in number of women

“This step underscores our ongoing commitment
to India as we intend to leverage the manufactur-
ing expertise available in Tamil Nadu to serve new
global markets,” she wrote.

Ms. Hart also said: “For right now, I'm excited
that this decision will add to our growing em-
ployee base in Chennai; our global Ford Business
Solutions team based there is already more than
12,000 strong and we are planning to increase
that by another 2,500 to 3,000 team members in
the next few years. When you add that with our
engine manufacturing team in Sanand and our
ongoing customer and dealer support team, India
is Ford’s second-largest employee base
worldwide.”

Earlier this week, Mr. Stalin, after meeting the
Ford team in the United States, posted on X: “Had
a very engaging discussion with the team from
Ford Motors. Explored the feasibility of renewing
Ford’s three decade partnership with Tamil Nadu,
to again make in Tamil Nadu for the world.”

Source: The Hindu, 14 September 2024, p.1&12

directors in firms in
T.N. over last decade’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday said that while
the number of women di-
rectors in active compa-
nies had grown three-fold
in the last decade in the
country, in Tamil Nadu, it
witnessed a four-fold
increase.

In Tamil Nadu, there are
around 68,000 women di-
rectors associated with ac-
tive companies in August
2024, as against 15,550 in
2014. Whereas in India,
there are 8.83 lakh women

Union Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman speaking at an
event organised by FICCI FLO
on Wednesday. BIJOY GHOSH

directors associated with
active companies in August
2024, compared to 2.58
lakh in 2014, she pointed
out, at an event organised
by FICCI FLO, Chennai.

Highlighting the role of
women in the judiciary,
she said: “There are two
women judges on the Su-
preme Court Bench. And
106 women judges are
working in various High
Courts. The Madras High
Court has 11 women judg-
es.”

‘Investments rising’

The investments being
made by women are also
increasing. The share of
women in Indian Mutual
Funds’ assets under man-
agement (AUM) has in-
creased from 15.2% in 2017

to 21% in 2023. More wo-
men from smaller towns
are investing, Ms. Sithara-
man added. Quoting a stu-
dy by Axis Mutual Fund
(July 2024), she pointed
out that women were now
making their own deci-
sions on investments.

She further said that ov-
er one crore rural women
had been empowered to
become ‘Lakhpati Didis’
(women with annual earn-
ings of ¥ lakh and above)
through skilling of self-help
groups’” members in
plumbing, LED bulb mak-
ing, and operation of
drones, among others.

The Union Budget has
several initiatives for wo-
men in the workforce, she
added.

Source: The Hindu, 5 September 2024, p.6
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Caterpillar to invest
3500cr for expansion
of its plant in state

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
hassigned amemorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
construction and mining
equipment maker Caterpil-
lar inthe presence of CMMK
Stalin in Chicago. The com-
pany will invest 500 crore to
expand its construction
equipment manufacturing
facilities in Tiruvallur and
Krishnagiri districts.
“Thelongstanding associ-
ation between Caterpillar
and Tamil Nadu has been fur-
ther strengthened by
new investments,” Stalin
posted on Xon Thursday after
signing the MoU with Cater-
pillar senior vice president

Kirk Eppler and country
manager Bhuvan Ananthak-
rishnan. During this trip to
the US, Stalin has so far
signed MoUs worth 7,016
crore with 16 companies in
San Franciscoand Chicago.

Caterpillar’s plant at Tiru-
vallur, established in 1971, is its
first production unit in the
country and serves compact
construction and mining un-
der Catand Hindustan brands.
It employsaround 1,500 people.

The plant makes backhoe
loaders, skid steer loaders, off-
highway trucks and hydraulic
excavators. Its Hosur facility;
which caters to power genera-
tion and transmission, pro-
duces engines, gensets and dri-
vetrain transmissions.

Source: The Times of India, 13 September 2024, p.1

Ford drives into
India for 3rd time

It PlanS TO Start “ This step aims to

Work In Chennai
For Exports

Pankaj Doval &
Nandini Sengupta | Tnn

New Delhi/Chennai: After
withdrawing twice, Ford Mo-
tor Co is betting on India for a
third time. Ford said on Fri-
day that it plans to restart
work at the Chennai plant to
make cars that are initially
aimed for exports. The com-
pany’s statement did not di-
vulge any immediate plans
for the domestic market,
though it seen as a key reason
behind the decision to come
back again.

Ford had refused to sell
the Chennai factory to Sajjan
Jindal's JSW group, despite
advanced negotiations.

“Ford today announced
that it has submitted a letter
of intent to the govt of Tamil
Nadu, confirming its inten-
tion to utilise the Chennai

underscore our
ongoing commitment to
India as we intend to
leverage the
manufacturing expertise
available in Tamil Nadu
to serve new global
markets | Ford Motor Co

plant for manufacturing for
exports. The announcement
follows a meeting between
Ford leadership and the chief
minister of Tamil Nadu as
partof hisvisittothe US,” the
company’s statement said.

TOI was the first to
report on Ford’s impending
re-entry to India in its edition
dated Aug3.

“We are grateful for ongo-
ing support from the Tamil
Nadu govt as we explored dif-
ferent options for the Chen-
nai plant,” said Kay Hart,
president, Ford International
Markets Group.

Source: The Times of India,

14 September 2024, p.1

Fortune 500 company
Eaton to invest in T.N.,
establish R&D centre

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Eaton, a global Fortune
500 company specialising
in power management so-
lutions, is making a signifi-
cant investment in Tamil
Nadu with the establish-
ment of a new research
and development (R&D)
and global application en-
gineering centre at Perun-
gudi here.

This facility, entailing an
investment of ¥200 crore,
is expected to generate
500 jobs. A memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to
this effect was signed bet-
ween Eaton and Guidance
Tamil Nadu in Chicago,
where a delegation led by
Chief Minister M.K Stalin is
on a visit.

This move marks a sig-
nificant expansion of Ea-
ton’s presence in Tamil Na-
du, where they already
operate an electronics ma-
nufacturing unit. Accord-
ing to sources, Eaton’s de-
cision to set up the centre
was a strategic move align-
ing with Tamil Nadu’s
broader vision of becom-
ing a hub for high-value re-
search and development
activities. This centre will
focus on developing cut-
ting-edge technologies and
engineering solutions ca-
tering to Eaton’s global
markets, further streng-

Warm reception: Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin being
welcomed in Chicago.

thening the State’s position
as a preferred destination
for R&D investments.

This investment is part
of alarger trend of multina-
tional companies expand-
ing from manufacturing to
R&D in Tamil Nadu, there-
by enhancing the State’s
capability in high-value
technology sectors, a
source said. The Tamil Na-
du government has been
actively working to attract
such investments to create
more jobs and foster inno-
vation in the State. The
centre is expected to con-
tribute significantly to this
vision.

Earlier, Mr. Stalin was
received by Consul Gener-
al of India in Chicago Som-
nath Ghosh. Industries Mi-
nister T.R.B. Rajaa
accompanied the Chief Mi-
nister. The Tamil diaspora
in Chicago accorded him a
grand welcome on his ar-
rival.

Source: The Hindu, 4 September 2024, p.6
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‘Electronic components manufacturing is next big game’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Ministry of Electron-
ics & Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) Secretary S.
Krishnan on Sunday said
getting into electronic
components manufactur-
ing is the next big game for
Tamil Nadu.

“MeitY is in the final
stages of putting together
a components scheme,
which would specifically
identify about four to five
groups of components we
want to focus on and push
forward. We will outline
the details in due course,”
Mr. Krishnan said at the

Ll

MeitY Secretary S. Krishnan at the 188" annual meeting of
The Madras Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

188" annual meeting of
The Madras Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI).

He said that Tamil Nadu

was a big player in the
Electronics Manufacturing
Services (EMS) space, and
the State needed to up its
game in terms of the num-

ber of electronic compo- Tamil Nadu
nents it could make Q needs to up its
domestically. _ gamein terms of the

The State’s strength is ey of components
advanced manufacturing | .
and aspects like precision 1t ¢aN make domestically.
manufacturing. It is rela-  S.KRISHNAN

tively easy for Tamil Nadu
to shift to components ma-
nufacturing, playing on its
strength of a strong auto
components industry.
MSMEs can also play a
role. The components
would be essential for seg-
ments such as auto elec-
tronics and green energy,
he said.

Mr. Krishnan also point-
ed out that there are huge
advantages on having clus-

The Ministry of Electronics &
Information Technology (MeitY)
Secretary

ters in semiconductor
space and the concept of
having distributed semi-
conductor across country
had not really succeeded
elsewhere.

Tamil Nadu has bigger
opportunity in the com-
pound  semiconductor
space which could be used

in electric vehicles and re-
newable energy sector,
Mr. Krishnan said, adding
that high purity chemicals
for semiconductors could
be another area to focus
on.

‘Focus on design’

He said the State should al-
so focus on the design as-
pects of the electronic
products and semicon-
ductors, where institu-
tions can play a role.

B. Santhanam, CEO-
Asia Pacific and India Re-
gion, Chairman, Saint-Go-
bain India, made a presen-
tation on Tamil Nadu
Vision 2047.

Source: The Hindu, 30 September 2024, p.4

Tamil Nadu now houses 50 SIPCOT industrial
parks; many more projects on the anvil

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s 50t SIPCOT
industrial park will go live
at Panapakkam near Rani-
pet town along with the Ta-
ta Motors-JLR project this
week. Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin will inaugurate it. Se-
venteen other industrial
parks are expected to
come up over the next
year, including the expan-
sion of some existing
parks.

According to details pro-
vided by the State Indus-
tries Promotion Corpora-
tion of Tamil Nadu
(SIPCOT), some of the ma-
jor upcoming industrial
parks are at Adhagapadi in
Dharmapuri; Allikulam in
Thoothukudi; E. Kumara-
lingapuram in Virudhuna-
gar; Nagamangalam in
Krishnagiri; and Melma in
Tiruvannamalai.

“Until 2021, there were
only 23 industrial parks.
Now, we have created 26
new SIPCOT parks. The Pa-
napakkam park will be the
27" SIPCOT park of the
DMK government and the

In the pipeline

The State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT) is expecting 17 industrial
parks to come up in the next one year, spanning 23,428 acres in total

Industrial impetus: The
Panapakkam park will be the
27th SIPCOT park of the DMK
govt., says Minister T.R.B.
Rajaa. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Industrial park District Extent
(in acres)
Panapakkam Ranipet 1,213
Adhagapadi Phase | Dharmapuri 1,733
Adhagapadi Phase || Dharmapuri 690
E.Kumaralingapuram Phase | |Virudhunagar 1,500
E.Kumaralingapuram Phase Il |Virudhunagar 581
Allikulam Thoothukudi 2,234
Industrial Poramboke Land Thoothukudi 228
Vallapakkam Kancheepuram |119
Manallur (expansion) Tiruvallur 2,433
Melma Tiruvannamalai |3,174
Shoolagiri (expansion) Krishnagiri 1,918
Kurubarapalli (expansion) Krishnagiri 24
Nagamangalam Krishnagiri 1,441
Manallur {(expansion) Thiruvallur 2,433
Melma Tiruvannamalai |3,174
Maduramangalam Kancheepuram | 422
Salem Textile Park Salem 111
23,428 (total)

50t gverall,” Minister for
Industries T.R.B. Rajaa told
The Hindu. “Our govern-
ment’s top priority has
been to ensure distributed
growth through strategic
investments and job crea-
tion in every district, and
SIPCOT’s efforts at deve-
loping industrial parks and

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2024, p.6

offering seamless support
to industries have contri-
buted to our success in at-
tracting national and inter-
national investors to all
districts,” he said.

SIPCOT Managing Direc-
tor K. Senthil Raj said the
Corporation was focusing
on specific sectors. “Ear-

lier, we acquired land par-

cels and gave them to com-
panies. Now, we are
focusing on sectors like
food, electric vehicle, elec-
tronic manufacturing clus-
ters, non-leather footwear,
and medical devices manu-
facturing. We are also
creating an ecosystem for
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these sectors in that specif-
ic area,” he said. Citing an
example, he said, “At the
Tindivanam food park, an
ecosystem will be created
for food and related indus-
tries, and that is how we
were able to ground Dabur
India Limited’s project.”

In August 2024, Dabur
India Limited signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with the govern-
ment to set up a consurmer
goods manufacturing facil-
ity. This is Dabur’s first
such unit in south India.

So far, SIPCOT has deve-
loped 49 industrial parks,
including six Special Eco-
nomic Zones, spread over
20 districts, on a total area
of 42,745 acres.

SIPCOT is moving to-
wards creating a land bank
of 45,000 acres; of the to-
tal, 42,226 acres have been
identified for acquisition,
of which 25,903 acres are
in the process of being ac-
quired, and 3.767 acres
have been acquired. SIP-
COT was established in
1971 to plan, develop, oper-
ate and promote industrial
growth in Tamil Nadu.



Australian Space Agency chief
exploring opportunities for
collaboration in Tamil Nadu

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Enrico Palermo, Head of Aus-
tralian Space Agency (ASA) in-
teracted with key stakeholders
from the space ecosystem in
Tamil Nadu, including repre-
sentatives from the State go-
vernment, academia and in-
dustry recently.

He met Industries Minister
T.R.B. Rajaa, key officials from
Tamil Nadu Industrial Deve-
lopment Corporation Limited
(TIDCO), members of the Ae-
rospace Industry Develop-
ment Association of the State
and notable space start-ups
from the region, including
OribitAID, Spacetug, Space
Zone India and Vellon Space.
Interactions were also held
with businesses invested in the
space and aerospace sectors,
including TCS and Data
Patterns.

As part of this discussion,
the ASA Head provided an
overview about Australia’s
space industry ecosystem,
Australia’s value proposition
as a space partner, investor
and innovator and how Aus-
tralia can support launches,
space exploration, earth ob-
servation, satellite communi-
cation, and navigation.

“The reason why I am in
Chennai is the wonderful
space ecosystem existing here
- the State is working on a

Enrico Palermo, Head of Australian Space Agency with Tamil Nadu
Industries Minister T.R.B. Rajaa in Chennai. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

space policy and also a launch
facility in the South (referring
to the Kulasekarapattinam
Spaceport). So we wanted to
meet and connect with people
in the sector and understand
about the opportunities for
collaboration in the future,”
Mr. Palermo said.

“We had a round table with
TIDCO. We also met 10 star-
tups. It was an opportunity for
us to understand where we
can collaborate,” he also ad-
ded.

“Tamil Nadu has many
world class space tech start-
ups and with Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin pushing for growth

Source: The Hindu, 27 September 2024, p.4

of a brand new space tech in-
dustrial ecosystem in Kulasek-
arapattinam, we have been
reaching out to work with fo-
reign partners like the ASA,
which can add immense value
through strategic partnerships
and knowledge exchange,” Mr.
Rajaa said.

The delegation also visited
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology - Madras (IIT-M) Discov-
ery Campus at Thaiyur and
met with Agnikul Cosmos and
The ePlane Company. Agnikul
Cosmos recently launched ‘Ag-
nibaan - SorTeD’ the world’s
first rocket powered by a fully
3D-printed engine.

Anna University gets
patent for innovative
drone technology

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

Researchers at the Madras
Institute of Technology,
Anna University, Chennai,
have developed a path-
breaking technology that is
claimed to open up a new
era of drone operations.

The Indian Patent Of-
fice, Intellectual Property
India, has granted patent
for the airborne-based in-
telligent autonomous land-
ing system for mini-un-
manned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) that come with ac-
curate identification of ge-
ographical location of
landing sites from the plu-
rality of images captured.

According to K. Senthil
Kumar, professor and di-
rector, Dr. Kalam Ad-
vanced UAV Research
Centre, Department of Ae-
rospace Engineering, MIT,
the technology would im-
mensely help in the deliv-
ery/pick up of load such as
weapons, ammunition,
medicines, food etc., to
armed forces deployed on
hilly terrains or at inacces-
sible locations.

While existing UAVs
were designed to land at a
pre-determined well pre-
pared plain surface loca-
tions, the system deve-
loped by his team of
researchers is capable of
not only finding the pre-
cise location of a marker
like a particular coloured
dress or object on the site
and land there safely even
if it were to be a hilly ter-
rain with uneven surface
and slope. “Once the land-
ing site is identified, the
position coordinates are
obtained and UAV lands at
the target including mov-
ing platforms. Further, QR

K. Senthil Kumar

code can also be used to
enhance reliability. The ef-
ficiency of the UAV landing
system is increased, land-
ing time is reduced, and
the complete process is on-
board and autonomous us-
ing Al and deep learning al-
gorithms. The system is
particularly useful for
Beyond Visual Line of Sight
applications,” Dr. Senthil
Kumar explained.

According to him, the
UAV landing system could
be utilised in high-altitude
logistics drones to assist
armed and border security
forces in day-to-day essen-
tial supplies delivery to
border posts, emergency
relief and rescue opera-
tions or delivery of certain
goods to strengthen com-
bat missions. “We now
have UAVs with the capa-
bility to fly up to 50 kg load
to 20 km. Efforts are on to
enhance the load to 100 kg
and flying distance to 50
km.” Besides defence, fire-
fighting and surveillance
operations, Dr. Senthil Ku-
mar said, the intelligent au-
tonomous landing system
for mini-UAVs could also be
used for civilian missions
such as organ/medicine
delivery in healthcare, pro-
duct delivery in e-com-
merce, etc.

Source: The Hindu, 2 September 2024, p.3
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Green energy corpn meets union govt
target, produces 210 MU more power

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU Green Energy
Corporation (TNGEC) has gen-
erated 2,009.456 million units
(MUs)of electricity through its
hydropower plants from April
1 to September 18 this financial
vear. This shows an increase of
210.6 MUs when compared to
the 1,798.856 MUs generated
during the same period last
Vear

The rise in production has
enabled TNGEC to meet the
Central Electricity Authority’s
target, playing key role in ad-
vancing Tamil Nadu's green
energy goals.

A senior official from TNGEC
told TNIE, “Hydropower gen-
eration is dependent on water
storage and inflow In the last
financial vear, we could not
meet the target of 4,000 MUSs
due to poor monsoon. However,
this vear we have already
reached 50% of the target,
thanks to the southwest mon-
soon especially flow in the Cau-
very belts. We expect to surpass
the goal and produce at least
6,000 MUs by March 31, 2025,”

TNGEC operates four major
seneration circles — Kundah,
Kadamparai, Tirunelveli, and
Erode — with a combined in-
stalled capacity of 2,321 .90 MW,
Another official said Kundah
and Erode are currently lead-

T

Output at hydro plants
on Wednesday

Electricity ‘

Circles generation (in MUs)
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ing in power generation, pro-
ducing an average of 7 MUs
and 10 MUs every day
respectively.

Storage in major dams in the
western region is sufficient.
With the northeast monsoon on
the horizon, there are expecta-
tions of increased rainfall,
which could boost hydropower
production in the coming
months.

“At present, we are generat-

Source: The New Indian Express, 20 September 2024, p.4

ing around 25 MUs every day,
and discussions are under way
to increase this by 10% to 20%
in the near future, depending
on water availability” the offi-
cial said.

This increase in power gen-
eration comes as Tamil Nadu
continues to focus on expand-
ing its renewable energy capac-
ity, with hydropower playing a
crucial role in the state’s ener-
oy Mmix.
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Afirst: TNreleases repowering
policy for wind energy projects

Tamil Nadu Green Energy Corporation appointed as the nodal agency for implementation

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

THE state government has re-
leased its first repowering poli-
cy for wind energy projects,
named Repowering, Refurbish-
ment and Life Extension Policy
2024, thereby becoming the first
state in India to bring such a
policy

This policy aims to use wind
energy resources better by sup-
porting wind energy genera-
tors (WEGs). The need for such
apolicy has been stressed since
2016. The government released
the draft policy earlier this
vear, following which the final-
ised policy has been issued now
after recent approval by the
Cabinet.

The policy will be in effect
from the date of issue until
March 31, 2030, or until a new re-
powering policy is announced.
Tamil Nadu Green Energy Cor-
poration was appointed as the
state nodal agency (SNA) for the
implementation of the policy.

According to the policy, par-
ticipation in wind repowering
and refurbishment of life exten-
sion is mandatory for all WEGs
that have completed their opera-
tional life of 20 vears, while for
others, it is voluntary

Those WEGs participating in
repowering projects must pay a
development charge of 30 lakh
per Megawatt. The operational
lifeof repowered turbines should
not exceed 25 vearsfrom the date
of commissioning after
repowering.

Under the policy, for those opt-
ing for life extension, extension
will be granted for the next five
vears if the windmills achieve
90 % of their average power gen-

NUMBERS SPEAK

MNational Institute of Wind Energy has
estimated repowering potential of the
country to be 25,406 MW. In this Tamil
Nadu's share is 7,386.5 MW.

Below 0.5 MW

1181 MW

0.5to1 MW

2,919 MW

1to L.5MW

1,813 MW

15t02 MW

1,473.5 MW

Total

7.386.5 MW

YEAR-WISE WIND POWER
PROCURED DETAILS

(in Million Units)

The state government hopes to increase capadty up to 15,000 MW in the coming vears with the new policy | exeress

eration in the past three years.
WEGs must apply for life exten-
sion within 90 days of complet-
ing theirdesign life or 20 years of
operation.

The new policy provides the
optionfor banking 50% of gener-
ated power within the same fi-
nancial areas, subject to condi-
tions Under the present seenario,
annual banking arrangements is
provided for windmills commis-
sioned up to March 31, 2018.

In the new policy, banking ar-
rangements will be eligible for
those who have completed 20
vears of operation, but only if
they opt for repowering, refur-
bishment, or life extension.

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 September 2024, p.4

For the first time, Tamil
Nadu has also allowed the con-
version of wind projects into
wind-solar hybrid projects.

§ Nagalsamy, a former mem-
ber of the Tamil Nadu Electric-
ity Regulatory Commission,
noted that the state has wind
energy sources with a com-
bined capacity of 10,790 MW He
said, “Through this policy, the
state government can increase
capacity upto 15,000 MW in the
coming years. Though thisisa
positive move, developers have
to pay both development charg-
es (T30 lakh per MW) and infra-
structure charges. While the
nodal agency collects infra-
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structure charges, it is unnec
essary to impose development
charges. The state gover nment
should reconsider these
charges.”

E Natarajan, state general
secretary of the Bharathiva
Electricity Engineers Associa-
tion, raised concern over the
loss during the period when
WEGSs are implementing the re-
powering projects and are un-
able to supply power to the
Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation as per their
agreement. This would lead to
the corporation buying power
from the open market at higher
rates.



TN inks Z400-cr green energy deal with
Ohmium to set up plant in Chengalpattu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

AMERICAN renewable energy
firm Ohmium will be investing
Z400 crore in Tamil Nadu to es-
tablish its manufacturing unit
in Chengalpattu district. The
facility is expected to provide
jobs to around 500 people. A
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MolU) in this regard was
signed in San Francisco on
Sunday in the presence of
Chief Minister MK Stalin, who
is on a two-week visit to the US
to attract investments.

Ohmium designs and manu-
factures green hydrogen pro-
duction and scalable Proton
Exchange Membrane (PEM)
electrolyzer systems. It has es-
tablished global green hydro-
gen pipelines across the US,
Mexico, Europe, and Asia. The
Chengalpattu unit will manu-
facture electrolyzers and green
hydrogen.

The chief minister, on his X
handle, described the signing
of the MoU as another success-
ful day in San Francisco. “This
marks a significant step in nur-
turing the ecosystem for green
energy production andfuelling
a sustainable future!” his post
read.

According to an official re-
lease, during an investors' con-
ference in San Francisco on
August 29, the state signed
MoUs with six global compa-
nies —Nokia, PayPal, Yiled En-

gineering Systems, Microchip
Technology, Infinx Healthcare,
and Applied Materials —for an
investment of 900 crore, which
will create 4,100 jobs in Chen-

nai, Coimbatore, and
Madurai.
On August 30, the chief min-

ister met with senior execu-
tives from Apple, Google, and
Microsoft, inviting them to in-
vest in Tamil Nadu and signed
an MoU with Google for setting
up Artificial Intelligence (AI)
research labs in the state.  P7

An Maoll
was signed
hetween
Ohmium
and TN

in the
presence
of Chief
Minister
MK Stalin
in San
Francisco
on Sunday
| ExprEss

JOBS
FORS00
The
manufac-
turing unit
in Chengal-
pattuis
expected
toprovide
employ-
ment fo
around 500
people

Source:

The New Indian Express,
2 September 2024, p.1

3822 crore multi-modal facility at
Broadway bus stand gets govt nod

It can accommodate 1,100 buses; will have a parking facility for 700 cars, B00 two-wheelers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE state government has
granted revised administrative
sanction for the construection
of a multi-modal facility at the
Broadway bus stand along with
the Kuralagam buildings at a
cost of T822.7 crore at Broad-
way on Saturday.

The newly-planned complex
will have a total of 10 floors —
two basements, two floors for
bus stand and six-storeys for
commercial enterprises. The
facility will be designed to ac-
commodate approximately

The newly-planned complex will have a total of 10 floors — two basements, two

maintenance of the project.
The SPV/management associ-
ate will be paid a management
fee of 1% of the project cost
during the construction period
and 2.5% of the gross annual
revenue.

Under the new plan, the gov-
ernment will provide Z200.84
crore as viability gap funding
for the project. Chennai Metro-
politan Development Authority
will provide 115.03 as a soft
loan to the corporation with a
10-year moratorium while the
remaining ¥506.83 crore will be
given as term loan from the

1,100 buses and will offer seam-
less access to metro and subur-
ban railway stations.

For the public using the bus
stand, there will be multiple en-
tries and exits, paratransit for
autos and taxis and a parking
facility for 700 cars and 800 two-
wheelers. This apart, there will
be charging points for electric
vehicles, multi-modal integra-
tion with CMRL station and
Fort suburban station, facility
to cross NSC Bose Road and wa-
ter and toilet facilities, a re-
lease from the corporation
said.

The state had already grant-
ed administrative sanction to
build a multi-modal facility
complex at ¥280.85 crore in Sep-
tember 2023. At that time, the
plan was to ensure that the

floars for bus stand and six-storeys for commercial enterprises | express

complex was easily accessible
for those using the metro facil-
ity and the CMRL was tasked
with execution of the project,
its continued maintenance and
operation, and also providing
appropriate income to the
corporation.

However, the Broadway bus
stand is located in a place where
people can easily access subur-
ban trains to travel to Chengal-
pattu and Tambaram, metro
station and Kuralagam, which
is owned by Tamil Nadu Khadi
and Village Industries Board
(TNEVIB).

Considering this, the govern-
ment decided to provide the fa-
cilities available in these places
seamlessly and also ensure

easy connectivity. Following
this, Tamil Nadu Infrastruc-
ture Development Board sug-
gested demolishing the slightly
dilapidated Kuralagam build-
ing and integrate it with the
project to build a bigger bus
stand and commercial complex,
the release said.

Following this, a proposal for
integrated development of
multi-modal facility with
Kuralagam was sent to the gov-
ernment which has now been
cleared. The facility will be
built through a special purpose
vehicle (SPV) - Chennai Metro
Asset Management Limited. It
will execute the project, man-
age assets and take care of the
continuous operation and

Tamil Nadu Urban Finance
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation.

As per the GO granting ad-
ministrative sanction, TNKVIB
will lease its land to the corpo-
ration on a long-term basis for
60 years for a nominal amount
of ¥1 per sgft per annum.
TNKVIB will be offered rent-
free built-up area amounting to
approximately 17,438 sq.ft. for
its operations in addition to a
share of five per cent net reve-
nues after the term loan is paid
by the corporation.

The cost of setting up a tem-
porary bus stand will be borne
by the corporation. Broadway
bus standisoneof the oldest in
the city for which the construc-
tion was started in 1960 and
completed in 1964.
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Local bodies
owe Z5,009cr
to Tangedco

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tangedco, which
disconnects power supply to
households when there is a
payment default of even one
day after the last date, is yet to
collect dues of 5,069 crore to-
wards electricity bills from lo-
cal bodies. Local bodies in
Chennai and adjoining dis-
tricts owe the power utility
2936 crore till Aug 31, records
show.

At least 6.55 lakh connec-
tions under low tension IIA
category, meant for public
lighting and water supply, to-
gether owe Tangedco 5,069
crore. The company, however,
has not declared the dues from
domestic (IA), commercial (V)
and high-tension connections
held by the govt. Until March
2023, about 90,292 such connec-
tions owed 21,400 crore as per
the 14th annual report of Tan-
gedco, which isreelingunder a
debt of %1.5lakh crore. “There
is an increase, but it is small
compared to dues under I1A,”
said an official.

Among govt agencies, the
Tamil Nadu Water Supply and
Drainage (TWAD) Board is the
biggest defaulter with arrears
of more than 2,500 crore. Mu-
nicipal and Water Supply
(MAWS) officials were not
available for comment. “There
is an increase in dues because
there is an annual revision of
tariff since 2022. Energy for
public lighting and water sup-
ply is now more expensive
than ever;” a Tangedco official
said. Experts said Tangedco's
net loss for 2022-23 of 10,868
crore could have been reduced
by 60% had Tangedco collected
dues from govt and local bod-
ies. “The Electricity Act was
evolved tostop theexploitation
of the power sector by state
govt,” said Neelakanta Pillai,a

PENDING DUES

» Tariff for local bodies for
public lighting and water supply
connections | 78.55/unit

» Fixed charges | 7214/kW
Region wise arrears

» Chennai (North and Tiruvallur
district) | ¥255 cr

» Kancheepuram (Chennai
South and Chengalpet) |

7 68lcr
» Erode

» Trichy

7950cr
7857cr
7560cr
7511cr

» Tirunelveli

New container port
at VOC dedicated

Times News NETwoRK

Tuticorin: The new Tutico-
rin International Contain-
er Terminal at V O Chidam-
baranar (VOC) Port will
make Indian exports com-
petitive, as direct mainline
connectivity will allow ex-
porters to ship their cargo
straight to their destina-
tions, Union minister of
shipping Sarbananda Sono-
wal, said on Monday
Dedicating the termi-
nal, Sonowal said that di-
rect connectivity will allow
exporters to bypass the
need for transshipment at
other ports, eliminate de-
lays and save around
US$200 per container. He al-
so flagged off the first con-

tainer vessel from the ter-
minal during the event.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi graced the occasion
through a video message in
which he said that it
marked a significant mile-
stone in India’s journey to-
wards becoming a devel-
oped nation and hailed the
new terminal as the ‘new
star of India's marine in-
frastructure’.

Highlighting its role in
expanding the capacity of
the V O Chidambaranar
Port, the Prime Minister
said, “With a deep draft of
more than 14m and a berth
over 300m long, this termi-
nalwill playacrucialrolein
enhancing the capacity of
the VOC port.”

The new terminal is the
port’s third container ter-
minal, which is operated by
the JM Baxi Group. This
terminal has a draft of
14.2m, a length overall
(LOA)of 370m, and spans 10
hectares, including berth
and backup area. It has the
capacity tohandle six TEUs
(twenty-foot equivalent
units) of containers.

Sonowal also inaugu-
rated the upgradation of 22
KV circuit breaker panels
at Red Gateand oil jetty con-
trol rooms and commis-
sioned 24 high mast lights, a
drone surveillance system,
an orchard at Port Estate,
Amrit pharmacy, medical
seminar hall, and a new X-
ray unitatthe porthospital.

Source: The Times of India, 17 September 2024, p.6

» Madurai 7483cr

> Villupuram 7402cr

» Coimbatore |  ¥370cr
Financial status of Tangedco
» Till March 2023, Tangedco's
debt stood at 71.5 lakh crore,
718,000 crore up from the
previous year

|
|
» Vellore |
|
|
|

retired Tangedco worker and
city-based activist. The Act
and subsequent regulation of
TNERC ensure Tangedco gets
a subsidy for free power sup-
plied to consumers in advance.
“What stops Tangedco from
collecting its rightful dues
fromlocal bodiesfor their pow-
er consumption? The dues
should be collected along with
the belated payment sur-
charge at 6%, which will bring
another 306 crore,” he said.

Tangedco officials say most
local bodies, including GCC,
are paying their arrears until
2022 in instalments. “Steps are
being taken to recover the ar-
rears,” said officials.

Customers complain that
Tangedco has been lenient
with govt agencies. The delay
in collecting arrears may af-
fectfundsfromthe Centre,said
consumer activist C Selvaraj,
general secretary of NGO
FACT India.

Source: The Times of India, 21 September 2024, p.2

Now, travel faster to and from
south TN by Vande Bharat

Vivek Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Travel time between
Chennai and Nagercoil
and between Madurai
and Bengaluru will come
down by at least two hours
from Sept 2 when Vande Bha-
rat Express services on these
routes begin. Passengers are
glad but want more night tra-
ins to and from the southern
districts.

On Saturday, Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi virtually
flagged off Chennai-Nagerco-
il Vande Bharat Express and
the Madurai-Bengaluru Can-
tonment Vande Bharat Ex-
press. The first event, held at
Dr MGR Chennai Central as
redevelopment is on at Egmo-
re station, was attended by
Governor RN Ravi. There are
now 8 Vande Bharat trains in
TN. From Sept 2, Chennai Eg-
more-Nagercoil Vande Bha-
rat Express(20627) will depart
from Chennai Egmore at 5am
daily (except Wednesdays)
and arrive in Nagercoil at
1.50pm. In the reverse direc-
tion, Nagercoil-Chennai Eg-
more Vande Bharat Express
(20628) will leave Nagercoil at
2.20pm daily (except Wednes-
day) and reach Egmore at
11pm. A chair car ticket will
cost 21,760, and executive cha-
ir car 23,240 including cate-

Source: The Times of India, 1 September 2024, p.6

K Antony Xavier

4 _ 2
OFF IT GOES: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi flagged off two
Vande Bharat trains for southern
TN via video conferencing. Minis-
ter of State for Railways V Soman-
na and Madurai MP Su Venkate-
san participate in the inagural
function held at Madurai junction

ring charges.

Madurai-Bengaluru Can-
tonment Vande Bharat Ex-
press (20671) will leave Madu-
rai daily (except Tuesdays) at
5.15am and reach Bengaluru
Cantonment at 1pm. In the re-
turndirection, train no. 20672
will leave Bengaluru Canton-
ment at 1:30pm and arrive in
Madurai at 9.45pm. A chair
car ticket will cost 1,575 and
executive chair car ticket
2,865 including catering
charges.

In Madurai, minister of
state V Somanna said “In TN,
only 500km of railway lines
were electrified until 2014.
Between 2014 and 2024, thisro-
se to 2,150 km. Regular travel-
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lers and IT professionals will
greatly benefit from the Van-
de Bharat trains between Ma-
duraiand Bengaluru.”

In Chennai, passengers

| with inaugural day passes bo-
| ardedthetrain totravel to Na-

gercoil. Around 150 schoolc-
childrenalsoenjoyed theride.

~ “Until now, it took 11.5 hours

to reach Nagercoil. With the
new train, it will take only
around 8.5hours,” said R Pan-
diaraja, a former Zonal Rail-
way Users Consultative Com-
mittee (ZRUCC) member.

There are a few trains
from Chennai to southern
districts, but not many mor-
ning options. “This will help,
but railways should increase
number of night trains and
Antyodaya Express servi-
ces,” Pandiarajaadded.

Madurai divisional rail-
way manager Sharad Srivas-
tava said the Madurai-Benga-
luru Vande Bharat, covering
586 km in8hours, isone of the
fastestinthedivisionand was
expected to enjoy strong pat-
ronage. Su Venkatesan, Ma-
durai MP who thanked So-
manna, said the day train was
a longstanding demand and
emphasized the need for anot-
her terminal at Kudal Nagar
and a bypass railway line for
freight trains to ease conges-
tion.

(With inputsfrom Madurai)



Centre to give 3 lakh crore more
to TN for road projects: Gadkari

‘Given chance, will link Godavari-Cauvery’

Union minister for road transport and highways Nitin Gadkari on
Friday said the Godavari-Cauvery river linking project remains his
unfulfilled dream. The former water resources minister said he
would get it done if given an opportunity

“I had prepared 49 river connectivity projects and allocated
260,000 crore for them. Now, 1,300tmcft of water from the Godavari
is flowing into the sea. One of the pivotal projects | envisioned was
todivert the surplus water to the Krishnariver, then to the Pennar,
and ultimately to the Cauvery. This project is designed to resolve
water issues in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka,” Gadkari said.

The ministry is no longer his, Gadkarisaid, but he remains
resolute in pushing the project that could transform the agricultural
landscape of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

Times News NETWORK

Thanjavur: The Centre will
allocate an additional 21 lakh
crore for highway projects in
Tamil Nadu,
Union mini-
ster for road
f| transport and
{ highways Ni-
tin Gadkari

vur on Frlday He was spea-
King toreporters after inspec-
ting the four-lane Cholapu-
ram-Thanjavur and Sethivat-
hope-Cholapuram sections of
the 16dkm Vikravandi-Kum-
bakonam-Thanjavur bypass
beingbuilt at 24,730 crore.

“In Tamil Nadu, we have a
total of 71 upcoming projects
spanning 2,781 kms, with a
projected costof ¥1lakh crore.
I am happy that we are giving
the highest priority to Tamil
Nadu. The BJP govt has spent
Z2 lakh crore in highway pro-
jects across Tamil Nadu since
2014," he said. Gadkari said
ongoing projects were valued

said in Thanja-

at 60,000 crore, and comple-
ted projects at 250,000 crore.
Acknowledging the state’s co-
operation in executing Cent-
re’s road projects, Gadkari
emphasized the need for expe-
diting land acquisition. The
process often encounters de-
lays as most of the land to be
acquired in Tamil Nadu is fer-
tile, he said. Gadkari conce-
ded a delay of four years and
one month in completing the
bypass project, which com-
menced in 2018, attributing it

Source: The Times of India, 14 September 2024, p.7

to various factors. He refrai-
ned from blaming anyone for
it.

“Tamreally happy thatthe
quality of the road is very go-
od. Weare very much commit-
ted, timebound, result-orien-
ted and corruption-free,” he
said, adding that the third
package of the project will
commence soon with a new
contractor after the previous
tender awarded to a company
owned by Anil Ambani was
terminated.
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Employment

Coimbatore’s newest IT
park to generate 3,000 jobs

PTR: Will Allot
Space For
Co-Working

Subburaj A &
Vaitheeswaran B| Tnn

Coimbatore: After a long
wait, the new building of
ELCOT’s IT park at Vilan-
kurichi in Coimbatore is
ready.

After inspecting the six-
storey building on Thurs-
day, IT minister PTR Palani-
vel Thiaga Rajan said CM M
K Stalin would inaugurate
the IT park in two weeks.

The construction of the
building began in 2020 and
was supposed to be complet-
ed more than a year ago.
However, multiple factors
delayed the completion.
More than 3,000 people are

New bulldmg of ELCOT's IT Park at Vilankurichi in Conmhature

expected to be employed by
IT firms once the building
goes live,

Experts say there is a
huge demand for I'T space in
Coimbatore. A qualified
workforce, lower attrition
and lesser pay than metros
make the city attractive to
IT majors. “There is a huge

demand of about six to sev-
en lakh sq ft more in Coim-
batore,” PTR said.
Speakingtoreporterson
the sidelines of the 23rd edi-
tion of ‘Connect Coimba-
tore’ organised by CII, PTR
said he would request chief
minister M K Stalintobring
necessary reforms in the IT

department. “There is a
need for reforms in the IT
sectorwithathrustonanin-
tegrated approach,” he add-
ed.

The minister said that a
few companies wanted to
occupy the entire buildin-
2.“] have asked the IT de-
partment’s additional chief
secretary and Elcot manag-
ing director to frame guide-
lines for allocation of space
tolarge as well assmaller [T
companies,” he said. He
said at least four to five com-
panies would be occupying
the new IT Park. “We are
planning to reserve around
15,000 sq ft for co-working
space,” the minister said.

Dr Rajaram Venkatara-
man, president of SPIN,
Chennai, said some large IT
firms have established or
expanded operations in
Coimbatore since the pan-
demic.

Source: The Times of India, 27 September 2024, p.8

Tata Motors’ 29K cr plant to create 5k jobs

To Manufacture

JLR Next-gen
Vehicles

Yogesh.Kabirdoss
@timesofindia.com

Ranipet: Chief minister M K
Stalin on Saturday urged the
Tata group to make additional
investments in Tamil Nadu af*
ter Tata Motors broke the
ground for a 29,000 crore facili-
ty to manufacture next-gen ve-
hicles for JLR at Panapakkam
in Ranipet district. With an an-
nual capacity of more than 2.5
lakh vehicles, the facility will
manufacture cars and SUVs
for Indian and global markets.

AUTO HUB: M K Stalin looks at a model of Tata Motors’s Ranipet plant
on Saturday. Industries minister T R B Rajaa is also seen

“We not only attract invest-
ments, but also execute them
quickly: In fact, this ceremony
is a testimony to it. While the
MoUwassigned for thisfacility
this March, this ceremony is
taking place within six

Source: The Times of India, 29 September 2024, p.8

months. I anticipate that Tata
Sons chairman N Chandrasek-
aran will soon bring a new fac-
tory,” Stalin said.

Tracing the relationship
between the Tata group and
TN, he said it paved the way for

creating thousands of jobs.

Chandrasekaran said the
upcoming facility at Panapak-
kam is a modern, state-of-the-
art factory which will produce
high-end vehicles. “Forthefirst
time it will create a new mod-
ern platform, which is being
brought together by Tata Mo-
tors and JLR. It will create
about 5,000 direct jobs when it
is fully operational and it will
also create an entire ecosystem
in this part of thearea.”

Cars produced here will
have the latest technology such
as electrical/electronic archi-
tecture, software-defined plat-
forms and many other features
that will be for the future vehi-
cles.

Industries minister T R B
Rajaa said a supplier park is
coming up in the vicinity to fa-
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cilitate the supply chain of Ta-
ta JLR being localised and to
ensure better access to the sup-
plies of Tata Motors.

Earlier, after discussions
with Chandrasekaran, Stalin
posted on X: “We engaged in
productive discussions, during
which I warmly solicited him
to consider further invest-
ments in TN. I deeply appre-
ciate Chandrasekaran for
highlighting Tata Group's rap-
id expansion in TN over the
past three years and for recog-
nising our dravidian model
govt’s speed, accessibility and
agility I assure him that we will
continue to be fully responsive
to all the needs of the group
companies, working closely to
empower our youth and wom-
en in every possible way,” Sta-
lin posted on X on Saturday.



5.7L youth got jobs in past 3 yrs: TN

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE state government on Fri-
day said as many as 5.74 lakh
vouth have got jobs in govern-
ment and private sectors dur-
ing the past three years and
steps are on to appoint 75,000
more youth in the next two
yvears in various departments
as promised by Chief Minister
MEK Stalin.

An official release said 68,039
people have been recruited to

various government depart-
ments, local bodies, and public
sector undertakings through
various recruiting agencies
like TNPSC.

Besides, due to various initi-
atives like the Naan Mudhal-
van Scheme, 5.08 lakh yvouths
have got jobs in the private sec-
tor during the past three years.
Moreover, 27.73 lakh vouth have
completed skill development
training in engineering, tech-
nology, arts and science, poly-

technic etc.

Asregards TNPSC Group IV
services, the total number va-
cancies have increased from
6,244 t0 6,724 and this would fur-
ther go up.

Apart from providing jobs
through government depart-
ments, the DMK government
has implemented various ini-
tiatives in the MSME sector, in-
dustrial sector, skill develop-
ment department, etc. for pro-
viding jobs to the youth.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 September 2024, p.4

Edu dept: NIOS students
eligible for govt jobs in TN

Preetika P@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Students from Na-
tional Institute of Open Scho-
oling (NIOS) are now eligible
for jobs in Tamil Nadu govt, a
public notice issued by scho-
ol education department sa-
id.

Theannouncementrever-
ses the Dec 2023 order that sa-
id certificates issued by the
board are not equivalent to
those issued by the state bo-
ard and some others.

Students can select six
subjects from the 18 available
under NIOS academic pro-
gramme. They can also conti-
nue theireducationremotely,
even while travelling, with
support from a point-of-con-
tact person (PCP), officials
said.

NIOSisanopenschooling
board in India. It provides an
alternative education plat-
form for students who are
unable to attend traditional

schools or who wish to conti-
nue their education after
droppingout. At the seconda-
ry and senior secondary le-
vels, NIOS provides flexibili-
ty in the choice of subjects,
courses, pace of learning,
and transfer of credits from
the Central Board of Secon-
dary Education and State
Open Schools to enable lear-
ners'continuation. A student

SIGH OF RELIEF

has as many as nine chances
to appear in public examina-
tions spread over a period of
five years.

When the school educa-
tion department issued the
order last year, many stu-
dents who passed classes X
and XII from the NIOS
struggled to get govt jobs, sa-
id NIOS Chennai director V
Santhanam.

“Admissions declined too.

We used to receive more than
9,000 admissions every six
months. This reduced to aro-
und4,000,” he said.

Besides jobs, some stu-
dents said it is difficult to get
admissions into colleges. “Af-
ter completing an Industrial
Training Institute (ITI) cour-
se in Chennai, I studied for
Class XII at a tutorial centre
in the city through the NIOS.
But I was denied admission
in a private arts and science
college in Coimbatore,” said
Manikandan N., a student.

NIOS has now launched
outreach programmes in
schools and colleges to incre-
ase awareness of open schoo-
ling.

“We have also introduced
a new Indian knowledge tra-
dition course this year for
students interested in Vedas,
yoga, science, and Sanskrit
language. We hope admis-

sions increase now,” Santha- Source: The Times of India,

nam added.
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School edu dept to monitor students to prevent dropouts

Preetika.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: As the quarterly
exam break began this wee-
kend, the school education
department will monitor stu-
dents on extended leave to
prevent dropouts. Teachers
andschool management com-
mittee members will visit ho-
mes and talk with parents to
ensure that students are mo-
tivated toreturn toschool.
School education secreta-
ry S Madhumathi said, “We
are closely monitoring stu-
dents, especially girls who
may be at risk of child marri-
age and boys who could be

A recent out-of-school survey revealed that around
50,000 students had dropped out of govt schools
across the state post-pandemic. “A combination of
factors such as poverty, migration, and exam fear
drives students away from education,” an official said

pushed to work. We have in-
structed teachers to check at-
tendance data on the educa-
tional management informa-
tion system (EMIS) portal
and to contact parents.”
Arecentout-of-school sur-
vey by the department revea-
led that around 50,000 stu-
dents had dropped out of govt
schools across the state post-

Source: The Times of India, 30 September 2024, p.6

pandemic. “A combination of
factors such as poverty, mig-
ration, and exam fear drives
students away from educa-
tion. In some cases, parents
prefer that their children
start working or get marri-
ed,” said an official involved
inthesurvey.

Ganesh SN, an electrician
from Perungudi, said, “Du-

ring the holidays, I usually
ask my son to help me with
my work, but I will make sure
he returns to school.”

In 2023, thedepartmentre-
ached out to about 62,000 stu-
dents who failed their Class X
and XII exams, offering coun-
selling and encouraging
them to take supplementary
exams.

“We flag students who are
absent for more than two we-
eks and upload this informa-
tion to EMIS. We also inform
parents about welfare sche-
mes, scholarship opportuni-
ties, and co-curricular clubs,
encouraging them to send
their children to school regu-

larly,” said S Hemapriya, a
govt high school teacher from
Thiruvanmiyur.

During the break, tea-
chersarealsorequiredtoeva-
luate answer sheets. The de-
partment extended the quar-
terly exam holidaysforall sta-
te board and matriculation
schools in Tamil Nadu from
Oct 3 to Oct 7, allowing tea-
chers more time to upload re-
sults to EMIS.

Additionally, district edu-
cation officers will review
school infrastructure to en-
sure students come back to
safe classrooms, said school
education director S Kannap-
pan.

‘Cambridge has trained 6L students
under Naan Mudhalvan scheme’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

IN a bid to equip learners with
English skills that meet the de-
mands of job market,
Cambridge University
has trained six lakh stu-
dents, covering 1,500 in-
stitutions and certified
10,000 teachers in Tamil
Nadu under the Naan
Mudhalvan Scheme, ac-
cording to Peter Phil-
lips, Chief Executive of
Cambridge University
Press and Assessment.
Peter told TNIE the universi-

Peter Phillips

ty has certified 350,000 learners
last year and this year it has
skilled 250,000 learners across
more than 1,500 government in-
stitutes. The focus ison
enhancing their listen-
ing, speaking, reading,
and writing skills.

“To support this ini-
tiative, we have trained
10,000 teachers selected
through Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Cor-
poration. They undergo
a thorough training, as-
sessment and certification proe-
ess,” he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 September 2024, p.4

Initially, Cambridge conduct-
ed an impact study on English
language communication skills
and found that speaking skills
required more focus.

After the training, it was
found that more than 90% have
improved their language skills.
Moreover, 61% of enrolled stu-
dents have improved their com-
mon European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR)
score by one or two levels for En-
gineering and 72% of the stu-
dents have made significant
progress moving from one level
to the next for arts and science.
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Increase in enrolment credited
to Naan Mudhalvan scheme

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SOURCES in the School Education Depart-
ment credited the increase in enrolment to
the systemic efforts made through the
Naan Mudhalvan scheme, which, besides
its other objectives, aims to create aware-
ness among children on higher education
opportunities.

The efforts included organising
awareness programmes, facilitating
educational loans, conducting cam-
pus tours of nearby higher educa-
tional institutions, and engage-
ment by headmasters, teachers and
alumni of the respective schools
with the students to encourage them to
pursue higher studies. Career guidance
was also introduced as a subject for class 11
and 12 students and has now been extended
from Class 9.

“Many students were previously drop-
ping out after completing school due to fi-
nancial constraints. We held district-level
camps to organise loans and scholarships

for such students,” said a senior official
from the school education de partment. The
School Education Department is currently
in the process of identifying approximately
1.10,736 students from the academic year
2022-23 and 1,34,012 students from 2023-24
who are vet to enrol in higher education.

The department has compiled individual
dropout figures from over 3,100 govern-

ment schools across the state,
This data has been shared with
members of the Career Guidance
Cell, School Management Commit-
tees and alumni in each schools.
They have now been tasked with
gathering information about the stu-
dents from each school and conducting
home visits to counsel them on continuing
their education.

After counseling, camps will be organ-
ised starting from September 2 to assist
these students with the enrolment process
in higher education. Officials believe this
initiative will help increase enrolment
num bers further

Source: The New Indian Express,

2 September 2024, p.7

T.N. already implements aspects of
NEP through own policies: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Minister for
School Education Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi on
Tuesday reiterated that the
State’s objections to the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 pertained to

Minister was
responding to the
questions posed by
Union Minister for
Education
Dharmendra
Pradhan on the
social media

The School Education

specific elements of the
policy such as the three-
language formula and
changes to the curriculum.

Responding to the ques-
tions posed by Union Mi-
nister for Education Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on the
social media platform X
(formerly Twitter), Mr. Ma-
hesh Poyyamozhi said,
“Tamil Nadu has already
been implementing as-
pects of the National Edu-
cation Policy-2020 through
its own initiatives. Linking
the release of Samagra
Shiksha funds to com-
pliance with the NEP in-
fringes upon the State’s
constitutional autonomy in
education.”

The State’s objections were to specific elements of NEP such as the
three-language formula and curriculum changes, the Minister said.

The Union Minister had
rejected Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin’s claim
that the best-performing
States were being denied
funds by the Central go-
vernment under the Sama-
gra Shiksha scheme due to
their refusal to implement
the NEP.

Mr. Pradhan had posed
four questions to the Tamil
Nadu government regard-
ing the policy.

Stressing that Tamil Na-
du had always been com-
mitted to preserving its lin-
guistic heritage through

the two-language policy,
Mr. Mahesh Poyyamozhi
said, “Tamil Nadu has al-
ways prioritised inclusive
learning with Tamil as a
cornerstone, while empo-
wering students with the
knowledge of English.”

Exams in Tamil

On the question of con-
ducting examinations in
Indian languages, the
School Education Minister
said Mr. Stalin had consis-
tently requested the Union
government to hold com-
petitive examinations in

platform X

Tamil to ensure a level
playing field in recruit-
ment.

“Tamil Nadu has been at
the forefront of publishing
educational materials in
Tamil, translating even
books on technical sub-
jects like engineering and
medicine,” Mr. Mahesh
Poyyamozhi said.

He urged the Union go-
vernment to release the
pending funds under the
Samagra Shiksha scheme
without any condition tied
to the implementation of
the NEP.

Source: The Hindu,
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Putting a smile on children’s faces
at Chennai corporation schools

Nandini.Sengupta
@timesofindia.com

he govt higher secondary
| school at Taramani in Chen-
nai, which has 1,433 stu-
dents, had a peculiar problem. It
had just got a new building, but
there was no furniture to make the
classrooms comfortable for stu-
dents. Walk into the school today
and you'll be greeted with rows of
pale blue desks and benches. “Lars-
en & Toubro (L&T), through the
Greater Chennai Corporation, do-
nated 75 brightly coloured desks
and chairs for the children. Cur-
rently Class VII children are using
them and the furniture makes the
room look bright and cheerful,”
says principal Seenithai.

This isn’t the only school to re-
ceive furniture from the infrastruc-
ture giant. “L&T provided us with
200 dual desks,” says S Usharani,
principal of another higher second-

WIN-WIN PARTNERSHIP: L&T's infra investment has beneﬁted 3,500 students in eight Chennai corporation schools

ary school at Maduvinkarai. “The
students feel the desks are very
comfortable and they enjoy using
them.”

The project, part of the technol-
ogy, engineering, construction and
services conglomerate's school-fo-
cused work in Tamil Nadu, has do-
nated 1,650 modular desks and
benches to eight GCC schools this
time around, benefiting more than
3,500 students. It is part of L&T's
flagship CSR programme ‘Engi-
neering Futures,” which focuses on
promoting STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathematics)
education and tries to nurture sci-
entific thinking, establish smart
classrooms, manage community
learning centres for underprivi-
leged children, conduct health
camps for students, renovate school
infrastructure and introduce rain-
water harvesting systems in govt
schools.

The formal handover of modu-

lar desks and benches was done on
Teachers’ Day at the primary school
at Maduvinkarai in the presence of
health minister Ma Subramanian,
mayor R Priya and senior officials
from the GCC. “By investing in
school infrastructure, we aim to
provide students with the tools and
environment they need to succeed.
This partnership with the GCC is
part of our continuous effort to en-
sure that every child has access to
a better educational experience,”
says Anup Sahay, head - corporate
strategy and special initiatives,
L&T.

This is not the first time L&T is
helping spruce up Tamil Nadu
schools. In the past, the company
has provided infrastructure for 31
govt schools across the state in 2022-
23 and18 schools in Chennai in 2023-
24. “The company aims to ensure
that corporation and govt schools
in Kancheepuram, Coimbatore,
Tiruvallur, Chengalpet and Chen-

nai are equipped with benches and
desks,” said an L&T spokesperson.
“This will involve covering another
75 schools in a phased manner.”
The company is not just focusing
on classroom infrastructure. It is
also offering training and skill de-
velopment in govt schools across
Tamil Nadu. For instance, it runs
the ‘Every Child a Scientist’ 15-day
programme that introduces stu-
dents to scientific concepts through
hands-on activities, organised in
association with MS Swaminathan
Research Foundation. Students
from schools run by the city corpo-
ration are taken to the foundation,
where they are involved in day-long
activities at state-of-the-art facili-
ties co-created by L&T. Students
conduct experiments and learn

about new concepts. The pro-
gramme has covered 772 students
from seven GCC schools in the city
till date.

That apart, L&T also conducts
the engineering futures programme
in association with American India
Foundation, which aims to incul-
cate a scientific temper among chil-
dren. Under this initiative, the com-
pany has implemented STEM pro-
jects that has trained more than
15,000 students from 60 govt schools
till date. These projects include pro-
viding digital equipment (laptop,
projectors, audio equipment) and
STEM Kits to the 60 schools.

But for children in schools like
the one in Taramani what's most
exciting are the vibrant colours of
the new furniture. “The little chil-

dren love the baby blue desks and
chairs,” says principal Seenithai.
“They say it makes them happy.”
And that, at the end of the day, is
what schools should be about.

Tribal kids wait for 1 hr
daily for school to open

Students waiting on the school verandah at Sobanapuram | exress

PEARSON LENEKAR SR @ Tiruchy

FOR tribal students from remote villages under Soba-
napuram panchayat of the district, commuting to
school is a daily challenge. Over 70 students travel
about eight kilometres to attend the government high
school in Sobanapuram, with some cycling, others rely-
ing on parents for lifts, and more than 40 depending on
a single government bus that runs twice a day.

S Saran (Class 10) and 8§ Krithishkumar (Class 8) of
Senjerimalai are among those facing this challenge.
Their mother, § Sumadhi, a farm worker, wakes up at
5am totend to the farm and prepare meals for her chil-
dren, while their father, K Senthilraja, assists by driv-
ing them to school when he isn’t operating tractors.

The Thuraiyvur-Kancherimalaipudhur bus arrives at
the village at 6.30 am, far too early for students attend-
ing school at9 am. “Students waitfor over an hour and
a half before school opens, often eating their packed
breakfast while they wait. For several years, we have
been asking for a bus that arrives closer to 8 am, but
our requests have gone unheard,” Senthilraja said.

To make matters worse, the bus doesn’t stop at the
school gate, forcing them to walk through the heat or
rain to reach the premises. When contacted, a TNSTC
official in Tiruchy said that any change in services
would depend on bus availability

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 September 2024, p.3

Policy framework for safeguardmg Ianguages of tribals soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE Adi Dravidar and Tribal
Welfare Department will soon
introduce a policy framework to
safeguard the languages of trib-
al communities in the state. A
two-day conference aimed at
brainstorming ideas for the for-
mulation of the policy concluded
on Saturday.

The conference, held in col-
laboration with the Madras
School of Social Work, deliber-
ated on preservation and promo-
tion of tribal cultural heritage,
with an emphasis on tribal lan-
guages. This initiative follows
the announcement in Assembly
that linguistic resources of the
state’s tribes, including seven

tribal languages, will be docu-
mented with an allocation of T2
crore. As many as 17 delegates
from disciplines like anthropol-
ogy, linguistics, folklore and mu-
seology took part in the event.

According to officials, the pol-
icy can be expected in the next
four months. “We are planning
to take workable and imple-
mentable ideas and form a poli-
oy said an official.

There are 37 tribal communi-
ties in the state, of which six are
classified as particularly vulner-
able tribal groups. The budget
mentioned that the languages of
Toda, Kota, Solaga, Kani and Na-
rikuravar will be documented
and preserved. “While none of
the tribal languages have a

Finance Secretary T Udhavachandran at a national conference organised by Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department on Saturday | asuwinprasatn

script, some, like Toda, have
been extensively studied since
the British period. To study the
other tribal languages, we will
need to explore their folklore,
stories and other oral traditions.

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 September 2024, p.6

We will form committees once
the policy is prepared, and the
process of studying the languag-
es will start soon. We will also
collaborate with various institu-
tions working in this field, as
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well as the United Nations,
which has declared 2022-2032 the
Decade of Indigenous Languag-
es,” the official added.

Speaking at the closing plena-
ry session of the conference, Fi-
nance Secretary T Udhayachan-
dran said, “We have digitised
75,000 Tamil books and manu-
scripts through the Tamil Vir-
tual Academy We must now con-
sider the audio and visual
digitisation of materials. Pre-
serving tribal languages is es-
sential for maintaining our mul-
ti-pluralistic culture,” he said.

Former HC judge K Chandru,
secretary of the Adi Dravidar
Welfare and Tribal Welfare De-
partment G Laxmi Priva, and
other officials spoke.



Health

T.N. Health Department taking
steps to strengthen security in
government healthcare facilities

Instructions were issued for conducting joint security audits in all medical college hospitals, and govt. hospitals, involving

officials of police and health departments to assess security arrangements, and propose measures to improve them

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Health Depart-
I I ment is taking
measures to

strengthen security mea-
sures on the campuses of
government healthcare fa-
cilities in the State, to en-
sure a safe working envi-
ronment for doctors and
healthcare workers. While
joint security audits have
been conducted, along
with the police depart-
ment, some key security
aspects such as ensuring
that existing closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras
were functional and regu-
lating the entry time of vis-
itors to in-patient wards
were being looked at.

“We have already held
three rounds of discus-
sions with the heads of de-
partments — directors of
public health and preven-
tive medicine, medical
education and medical
and rural health services.
Initially, we had a meeting
at the level of the Chief Se-
cretary along with the Di-
rector General of Police
and Home Secretary. We
had several discussion
points during the meet-
ing,” Health Secretary Su-
priya Sahu said.

Prioritising safety
The Health Dept. has asked its directors to take steps to improve the safety and security in govt.
healthcare facilities, According to some of the instructions, the facilities should ensure the following

= Adequate
m number of
closed-circuit

television (CCTV)
cameras with a minimum
of one-month storage
capacity are installed in all
sensitive areas of hospitals

for continuous monitoring

= Premises,
* including wards,
s corridors, duty

¥ ooms and all
sensitive areas, have
proper lighting

T = Attendance
Lar B of outsourced
=77 =y security

for the general
personnel in all public, and
health facilities are moni- patient-attenders/
tored through a biometric | relatives to
system, and the personnel | regulate access to
are trained periodically on | key areas of the
security protocol hospital

= The punitive/
penalty provisions
of the Tamil

Nadu Medicare
Service Persons
and Medicare
Service Institutions
(Prevention of
Violence and
Damage or Loss

to Property) Act,
2008, are displayed
in Tamil and
English at locations
within the hospital
premises

= Avisitors' pass
policy is developed

= Provisions are made
for safe movement of
resident doctors/nurses
within different blocks
and hostel buildings
and other hospital
areas during night duty

= Routine patrolling is
done on all hospital
premises at night

= Close liaisoning is
established with the
nearest police station

Following this, instruc-
tions were issued for con-
ducting joint security au-
dits in all medical college
hospitals and government
hospitals with officials
from the police and health
departments to assess the
current security arrange-
ments and propose mea-
sures to improve them.
The Health Secretary

Source: The Hindu, 4 September 2024, p.6

pointed out that these dis-
trict-level security audits,
in which the respective Su-
perintendents of Police
along with the joint direc-
tor/deputy director/deans
of each health facility par-
ticipated, were completed.

Key aspects
Besides CCTV cameras
and regulation of visitors’

entry timing to keep a tab
on the movement of peo-
ple, key aspects such as
areas requiring better
lighting, security at en-
trances and the availability
of guards were looked at.

Two committees

The institutions were also
told to constitute two com-
mittees - Hospital Security
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Health authorities
were also told to
hold joint meetings
with police officials
every month to
ensure that
adequate security
arrangements
were in place

Committee and Violence
Prevention Committee - to
strategise and implement
appropriate security mea-
sures. While the former
may be headed by deans,
the latter may be led by se-
nior doctors. Inclusion of
members from the patient
welfare society in these
committees may also be
considered.

“Our health institutions
have quite well-positioned
facilities. We want to make
sure that the existing CCTV
cameras are made func-
tional. We have asked
deans and officials to set
up a control room to en-
sure that there is continu-
ous monitoring,” Ms. Sahu
said. Health authorities
were also told to hold joint
meetings with police offi-
cials every month to make
sure that adequate securi-
ty arrangements are in
place.




“I'N retrieves 7200 organs from
nearly 2,000 donors in 16 years’

Pushpa Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state has ret-
rieved 7,200 organs from
1,988 donors over the past 16
years, with more than 200 do-
nations in 2024, said health
minister Ma Subramanian
at ameeting organised to ho-
nour donor families and
transplant teams from govt
and private hospitals.

“Tamil Nadu has consis-
tently won the best state
award in organ transplants
for over five years,” he said.
The decision to accord state
honours to organ donors has
significantly raised aware-
ness. Since Sept 2023, more
than 1,400 organs have been
retrieved from 272 brain-de-
ad individuals.

Additionally, 14,300 peo-
plehaveregistered online for
organdonation. “Statessuch
as AndhraPradeshand Odis-
ha are now following Tamil
Nadu’slead in honouring do-
nors,” he said. The state ob-
serves Septem 23 as organ
transplantday, in memory of
organ donor Hitendran, who
donated his organs in 2008.
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HUGE RESPECTS: Health minister Ma Subramanian honours
families of organ donors and transplant teams in govt and
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Tamil Nadu offers free

transplants for various or-
gans, including heart, lung,
liver, and kidneys, under the
Chief Minister’s Compre-
hensive Health Insurance
Scheme (CMCHIS).

The coverage includes
22 lakh for liver trans-
plants, 718 lakh for heart, and
74 lakh for kidney trans-
plants.

Despite these efforts, the
number of people awaiting
organs is growing. Transtan

data shows over 7,000 people
are on the kidney waitlist,
416 for liver, 83 for heart, 54
for lungs, and 24 for heart-
lung and pancreas trans-
plants. Another 7,797 pati-
ents are waiting for various
other organ transplants.

Organs will be allocated
through the app ‘Vidiyal,’
Minister Subramanian said.
The state alsoreleased an or-
gan transplant awareness
manual and CD during the
event,

Source: The Times of India,
24 September 2024, p.4

Tamil Nadu sees 18% surge in organ donations in 2024

and the state has recorded the highest ever donations this year, said
Transtan member secretary Dr N Gopalakrishnan
in an interview with Pushpa Narayan. The state organ /

T here is an 18% increase in organ donations in TN in 2024 compared to 2023

transplant network is planning a series of research
initiatives to prevent organ failure and increase
survival among recipients, he said. Excerpts:

B A year ago, the state announced it
would accord state honour to organ do-
nors. What has been the impact of the
announcement?

On Sept 23, 2023, CM M K Stalin announced
that deceased donors would be accorded honours
by a district collector or a senior district or divi-
sional official such as assistant collector; DRO,
sub-collector, and revenue divisional officer.
Since then, 258 donations have happened in the
state. This is the highest-ever donation we have
seen. In 2022, the state recorded 156 donations,
which rose to 178 in 2023. This year, we have
added 210 to our registry till Friday. We attribute
this increase to a series of strategic moves by the
department. Hospitals have started honour

walks,
where
doctors,
nurses, and
paramedical
staff walk with
the donor’s body
from the ward to the
mortuary. The aim is to increase awareness and
offer support to grieving families.

B What has been the role of govt hospi-
tals? Have they been contributing?

The state created a group of hospitals that
will harvest organs even if they do not perform
transplant surgeries. Several medical college

Source: The Times of India, 21 September 2024, p.2

hospitals, including Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri,
Tirupur, Theni, and Namakkal, have been ac-
tively contributing to the donor pool. There were
15 donations from Dharmapuri Medical College
and Hospital since January. Among hospitals
that perform transplant surgeries, Rajiv Gandhi
Govt General Hospital had 35 donations - the
highest in the govt sector: This year; the state has
harvested more than 1,184 organs, tis-
sues, and bones. The increase in dona-
tions in govt hospitals has also led to
an increase in organ transplants with-
in govt hospitals.

B How have private hospitals
performed this year?

The number of private hospitals perform-
ing transplants has increased. Hospitals that
were earlier performing transplants have ex-
panded their scope. This year we have record-
ed five hand transplants compared to none last
year. We have had five bowel transplants and
three pancreatic transplants. We use a mobile
app that requires minimal human intervention
to allot organs. Analysis shows a more judi-

TENVol. | Issue 5 | September 2024 | Page 40

TALKING TO

TOI

cious use of organs. The utility of almost all
organs has increased. Govt hospitals too are
now exploring options for pancreatic, lung, and
hand transplants.

B Do we have data on the outcomes of
these surgeries? How are our survival
rates?

We are yet to get accurate data on
survival rates, but the process is ongo-
ing. We are planning to conduct a se-
ries of research studies on survival
rates. We also want to see if the num-
ber of eligible live donors is coming
down although transplants are in-
creasing. Across the globe, doctors say there
is adrop in eligible live donors because family
sizes are smaller, and there is an increase in
hypertension, diabetes, obesity, and other life-
style disorders. Another scope for research is
the effect of climate change on human organs.
An increase in heat stress, air pollution, and
chemicals in the food chain increases the risk
of organ failure. A detailed study will help us
develop strategies for prevention.



Dengue cases gradually increasing
in Tamil Nadu, say health o

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In eight months, Tamil Na-
du has recorded 11,538 cas-
es of dengue and four
deaths, crossing the
10,000-mark after a span
of six years.

In view of the upcoming
northeast monsoon and
the slow rise in fresh cases,
the Health Department
and other departments, in-
cluding Municipal Admi-
nistration and Water Sup-
ply and Rural
Development, are gearing
up to implement preven-
tive and control measures
for dengue as well as acute
diarrhoeal diseases, ty-
phoid, and hepatitis.

Cases rise to 11,743

On September 1, 205 cases
of dengue were reported,
taking the total to 11,743.
“Ten districts accounted
for 57.6% of the total den-
gue cases reported in Ta-
mil Nadu,” Health Minister
Ma. Subramanian told re-
porters on the sidelines of
an inter-departmental
coordination meeting held
on Monday. These districts
were Chennai, Coimba-
tore, Krishnagiri, Tirup-
pur, Tiruvallur, Theni,
Madurai, Tirunelveli,
Thanjavur and Tiruchi.

In 2017, the State had re-
corded 23,294 dengue cas-
es and 65 deaths. Prior to
this, 2012 saw 13,204 cases
and 66 deaths, according
to data from the Directo-
rate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine. Last
year, there were 9,121 cases
and 12 deaths due to den-
gue. “We are continuously
monitoring 4,676 govern-
ment and private hospitals
in the State, and if any per-
son is diagnosed with den-
gue, they are immediately
added to our list,” Mr. Sub-
ramanian said.

After Monday’s inter-de-
partmental coordination

ficials

Trend tracker

Alook at the prevalence of dengue cases and deaths

in Tamil Nadu from 2019 to 2024
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11,538 cases

of dengue and four deaths,
crossing the 10,000-mark
after a span of six years

The top 10 districts where
dengue cases are on the rise
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f“‘x fifff 1 Chennai

-rf "\'c‘/ 3 Krishnagiri
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10 Tiruchi

9 Thanjavur

4 Tiruppur

2 Coimbatore
7 Madurai
6 Theni

- 8 Tirunelveli

Vector surveillance involves sending mosquito pools to the laboratory for virus analysis

/i 13,220 mosquito pools were tested and

514 were found positive for the dengue virus

8,302 mosquito pools were tested and
349 were found positive for the virus

Source: Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine

meeting, the officials will
hold meetings in their res-
pective districts and plan
steps to create awareness
among the public, monitor
private hospitals to identify
cases of dengue, and en-
sure those affected are
treated appropriately, he
added.

Health Secretary Supri-
ya Sahu requested the Di-
rectorate of Public Health
to strengthen surveillance
measures and start micro-
surveillance so that any
spike even in a small area
would be known. She
raised the need for com-
munity approach and vo-
lunteers to take forward
preventive and control
measures, and urged offic-

Source: The Hindu, 3 September 2024, p.1

ers to ensure that there
was no stagnation of water
after the onset of the
northeast monsoon. She
also asked them to come
up with action plans at the
municipality and district
levels.

Referring to the 10 dis-
tricts that accounted for a
major chunk of the cases,
Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine
T.S. Selvavinayagam said
this depended on many
factors including the popu-
lation and vector dynam-
ics. He added that they
monitored the larval index
and took up mosquito sur-
veillance. Interventions
such as source reduction
and anti-larval and anti-

adult mosquito measures
were put in place in areas
where they expected cases
to oceur.

He stressed the need to
fill the gap in the number
of mosquito breeding
checkers. While 31,227
were needed, only 23,457
had been deployed in the
various blocks, town pan-
chayats, municipalities,
and corporations across
the State.

D. Karthikeyan, Princi-
pal Secretary, Municipal
Administration and Water
Supply Department, and J.
Kumaragurubaran, Com-
missioner, Greater Chen-
nai Corporation, were
among those who partici-
pated in the meeting.
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TN. gets closer to malaria elimination . DRUGS MELT AS GOVT
DEPOTS FACE ‘HEAT

goal; nil deaths from 2020 to Aug. 24

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu is a step closer
to eliminating malaria,
with 33 of the 38 districts
in the State recording zero
indigenous cases in 2024.

The Chennai Corpora-
tion and four other dis-
tricts are not far behind,
with focused steps being
taken to prevent fresh ma-
laria cases.

The State has been
working towards eliminat-
ing malaria by 2030,
adopting the national fra-
mework step by step from
2014, health officials say.
Data from the Directorate
of Public Health and Pre-
ventive Medicine on inci-
dence of malaria show that
there were no deaths due
to the disease from 2020
till August 2024.

Decline in cases

Barring a small rise in
2023, the number of cases
reported a year has been
steadily declining in the
State — from 891 cases in
2020, the number has
dropped to 233 in 2024 (till
August).

In fact, Chennai Corpo-
ration’s contribution to the
total number of malaria
cases in the State has
dipped from 80% in 2020
to 45% in 2023; and 40% so
far in 2024.

“Elimination means
achieving zero indigenous
cases with prevention of
re-establishment in all 38
districts. We are now pre-
paring the documentation
to establish the low trans-

Source: Directorate

bl

On theright track

Alook at the number of malaria cases in Tamil Nadu from 2020, The State is
close to eliminating the disease

2020
2021
2022 [ 354
2023 | 84
2024 [ 233

*“[up to August]

“*recurrence of cases

33 districts

are in Category 0 [Prevention of re-establishment**
with zero indigenous cases during 2024]

Number of malaria cases
891

172

= The districts are - Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, Vellore,
Tirupattur, Ranipet, Tiruvannamalai, Cuddalore,
Chengalpattu, Villupuram, Kallakurichi, Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Mayiladuthurai, Tiruchi,
Karur, Ariyalur, Perambalur, Pudukottai, Madurai,
Theni, Dindigul, Sivaganga, Virudhunagar, Tirunelveli,
Tenkasi, Namakkal, Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri,
Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Erode and the Nilgiris

5 districts
arein Category 1
[Elimination phase]

® Ramanathapuram,
Thoothukudi,

last three years]

Kanniyakumari, Salem
and Chennai# [indigenous
cases reported within the

Note: Category 0: Prevention
of re-establishment phase

- States/Union Territories
with zero indigenous cases
of malaria.

Category 1:
Elimination phase - States/
UTs including their districts
reporting an Annual Parasite
Incidence of less than one
case per 1,000 population
atrisk

mission of malaria,” T.S.
Selvavinayagam, Director
of Public Health and Pre-
ventive Medicine, said.

Challenges remain

The State has come a long
way in keeping malaria un-
der tabs. “Malaria was
highly endemic in the pre-
vious decades. Almost
50,000 cases were report-
ed every year from 1990 to
1998. Now, it has gradually

declined to the zero indige-
nous phase,” he said.
Intensive active and pas-
sive fever surveillance,
prompt radical treatment
with follow up of all posi-
tive cases, intensified vec-
tor control, including anti-
larval, temephos applica-
tion and insecticide
residual spray were among
the factors that helped the
State reduce the number of
malaria cases. There are

Source: The Hindu, 25 September 2024, p.6
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challenges too. Uncon-
trolled inflow of migratory
population from States en-
demic to the disease is a
key challenge, besides in-
secticide/drug resistance
and lack of awareness, Dr.
Selvavinayagam said.

Going forward, the State
will focus on migratory set-
tlements, and take steps to
ensure prompt fever re-
porting from all hospitals,
he added.

SINDUJA JANE @Chennai

A CHENNAI resident, who
is a regular visitor to the In-
stitute of Child Health and
Hospital for Children in
Egmore to get sodium val-
proate 200 mg tablets, an an-
tiepileptic medicine for her
seven-vear-old child, has of
ten been facing the problem
of receiving tablets that are
gooey in state. At least two
or three tablets in every
strip will be damaged,
she said. Concerned
over the efficacy
and gquality of these
tablets, she sent a
mail a few months
ago to Tamil Nadu
Medical Services Cor-
poration (TNMSC), the nod-
al agency that procures and
supplies medicines to all
sovernment hospitals.
TNMSC responded quick-
1y to her email, stating that
thev have issued a “stop-is-
sue-cum-retrieve” order to
all the warehouses for the
particular batch of the med-
icine. While she is getting
the same medicine manufac-
tured by a different compa-
ny now, the issue of dam-

e

aged tablets remains
unresolved.

Further enquiries by
TNIE revealed that lack of
air-conditioning or other
temperature-monitoring
systems in TNMSC ware-
houses and pharmacies in
government hospitals may
have caused the problem.

TNMSC has sent the sam-
ples of the batch of medi-
cine reported by the resi-
dent, who does not want to

be identified, to labora-

tory and the results

are awaited. Mean-

while, many phar-

macists in govern-

ment hospitals said

this was not an iso-

lated case and such is-

sues are reported by patients

for different medicines. But

formal complaints are a rar-
ity, they said.

According to officials,
warehouses have 120-200
sq.it walk-in cold storage fa-
cilities for vaccines and
products that are tobe stored
in 2to 8 degree Celsius range
and Ice-lined Refrigerators
{ILRs) for those drugs that
are to be maintained at 10to
25 degree Celsius. P7

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 September 2024, p.1

T.N. receives people seeking medical care
from 30 countries, says Health Minister

the Cardiac Shock

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Unlike in the past when per-
sons in Tamil Nadu went
abroad for medical care, the
State receives persons from 30
countries seeking various treat-
ments, Health Minister Ma.
Subramanian said.

“Nearly 30 to 40 years ago,
or even until 10 to 15 years ago,
many persons in Tamil Nadu
used to go abroad for medical
treatment,” he said. Now, peo-

ple from abroad are seeking
treatment in hospitals in Tamil
Nadu for neurological condi-
tions, knee replacements, or-
gan transplants as well as car-
diac ailments, he added, while
speaking at an event at Kauvery
Hospital, Vadapalani where he
launched a ‘Cardiac Shock
Team’ on Thursday.

Speaking on management of
cardiac shock, S. Thanikacha-
lam, chairman and director,
Cardiac Care Centre, Sri Rama-
chandra Medical Centre, ob-

Source: The Hindu, 27 September 2024, p.1

served that every moment
counted while transferring a
patient to a tertiary care
centre. A mechanism to hold
traffic and allow the vehicle to
pass is necessary, and there
could be set protocols for man-
agement. P. Manokar, senior
consultant, Interventional Car-
diology and Clinical Lead,
Heart Failure and Transplant
Programme at the Kauvery
hospital, said cardiogenic
shock has a significantly high
mortality. Once a shock alert
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comes,
Team will be activated.

Timely intervention matters
in managing cardiogenic
shock, he said, adding that the
team comprises cardiologist,
interventional  cardiologist,
cardiac surgical team, vascular
surgeons, cardiac intensivist,
anaesthetist and support staff.

A.M.V. Prabhakara Raja,
MLA and Aravindan Selvaraj,
co-founder and executive di-
rector, Kauvery Group of Hos-
pitals were present.



Govt warehouses huge, expensive
to install air-conditioners: TNMSC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IN case of pharmacies in govern-
ment hospitals, refrigerators are
available for medicines that are to
be kept in cold storage. However,
the problem appears to be with oth-
er medicines that are to be main-
tained at room temperature — at
around 25 to 30 degree Celsius. For
instance, the manufacturer of the
sodium valproate tablets had men-
tioned that the tablets should be
stored in cool, dry and dark place.

However, none of the 32 drug
warehouses or pharmacies in gov-
ernment hospitals has air-condition
facility Two warehouses that TNTE
visited in Chennai did not have air-
conditioning or other temperature
control measures in place and the
temperature was well above 30 de-
gree Celsius.

A doctor from a government hos-
pital said liquefaction of tablets
happens not only in hot weather
conditions, but also in damp condi-
tions during rainy season. “Mois-
ture would seep into the strip. In
such cases, the efficacy of the tablet
would have been lost,” he said.

He further clarified that it is okay
to have tablets that sometimes get
disintegrated, which is due to in-
consistency in binding material.
The active ingredients in those tab-
lets will remain effective. However,
taking tablets in sticky condition is
not recommended, he added.

An official from the State Drug
Control Department said though
the air conditioners are not manda-
tory under drug rules, the depart-
ment has been advising on manda-

Our system has stood the test of
time for decades with walk-in
coolers, and has been adopted by
many states in India

Health Secretary SupriyaSahu

tory air-conditioning before issuing
licences to all pharmacies to ensure
proper storage of preservation of
properties of drugs. “Pharmacies
in government hospitals are ex-
empted from taking out a trading
licence since no sales is involved,”
the official said.

Kerala government started air-
conditioning the pharmacies in
sovernment hospitals a few vears
azo and a senior official from the
government said almost all phar-
macies at Primary Health Cen-
tre-level are now air-
conditioned.

A senior ofticial at
TNMSC told
TNIE that
their ware-
houses are
huge facil-

EXPRESS WLUSTRATION

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 September 2024, p.7

ities and they don't have air-condi-
tioning in any of them since it is
expensive. However, he added that
THNMSC does not compromise on
the guality of medicines. All batch-
es will be sent for gquality control,
and only if they pass, they will be
distributed, he said.

The official said if there are prob-
lems, the companies supplying
medicines will be asked to replace
them. He, however, acknowledgzed
that the companies occasionally
complain that the problem was due
to storage in warehouses or
pharmacies.

Speaking to TVIE, Supriva Sahu,
health secretary, said while Rule 64
of Drugs and Cosmetic Act man-
dates the licensing authority to get
satisfied with respect to storage
conditions, no specific requirement
of air conditioning is mandated.

She said, the same rule, however,
specifies four different categories
of temperature requirements -
drugs to be stored at cold condition
of 2 to & degrees, cool storage at 10
to 25 degrees, capsules to be stored
at 30 degrees and below, and normal
room temperature, she added.

To satisfy the above, she said the
warehouses are equipped with
walk- in coolers and ILRs. For cap-
sules to be stored under 30 degrees,
she said warehouses are built with
12-metretall roof to keep tempera-
ture below 30 degrees,

“We have not come up with issues
raised by the hospital. Our system
has stood the test of time for dec-
ades with walk-in coolers, and has
been adopted by many states in In-
dia,” Sahu added.
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Environment

Higher temperatures
lead to faster malaria’

transmission: Study

With Monsoon Nearing, How Pre

red Is

Chennai To Handle Vector-Borne Diseases?

Tejonmayam.U@timesofindia.com

he temperature records broken over the years
due to climate change have left city residents in
discomfort, but a study has found that hot
weather could also make you fall sick. Research-
ers found that the incubation period of two
parasites, Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax,
that cause malaria through female Anopheles mosquitoes,
has decreased in environments with presence of asbestos
and concrete-roofed structures where temperatures increased
overaperiod. This may transmit the disease to human beings
faster:

In asbestos-roofed structures, the incubation period
dropped from 7.01 days to 6.35 days when the average indoor
daily temperature range (DTR) increased from 4.3°C in 2012-
13t012.62°C in 2021-22 and outdoor DTR from 5.02°C t0 8.76°C.
These structures also recorded the highest indoor and outdoor
average temperatures of 34.92°C +1.79and 32.91°C + 1.90 dur-
ing summer compared to concrete and thatched-roof struc-
tures. In concrete structures too, the incubation period de-
creased from 7.10 days to 6.96 days as the average indoor DTR
increased from 1.93°C to 2.95°C during the 10-year period,
while there was no change in outdoor DTR.

“During the pre-monsoon season, both indoor and outdoor
extrinsic incubation periods showed a decrease in 2021-22,
indicating that parasite de-

THE STUDY velopment now occurred
INVOLVED e
RESEARCHERS from prévinus studies that
COLLECTING even a small change in ex-
LARVAL AND ADULT | trinsicincubation period for
pe

SAMPLES OF minimal days can have a

drastic impact on the trans-
w’(sl?‘lélﬁggg 3¥D mission risk. With increased

temperature and the result-
MOSQUITG ant decrease in extrinsic in-
DENSITY cubation period, it is obvious

that transmission of the dis-
ease might quickly get faster;” said Alex Eapen, correspond-
ing author of the study titled ‘Impact of climate change on
temperature variations and extrinsic incubation period of
malaria parasites in Chennai, India: implications for its dis-
ease transmission potential’.

The transmission of malaria starts when an infected fe-
male Anopheles mosquito bites a person. The sporozoites are
injected into the host’s bloodstream. After getting bitten, it
may take two to four weeks for symptoms to appear:

The study was conducted bdfy researchers in ICMR insti-
tutes - National Institute of Malaria Research in Chennai and
New Delhi, National Institute of Immunohaematology, Chan-
drapur, Maharashtra and Academy of Scientific and Innova-
tive Research (AcSIR), Ghaziabad. Researchers analysed the
incubation period for every season. The study, done in Besant
Nagar, involved researchers collecting larval and adult sam-
ples of mosquitoes and studying mosquito density. While
adults that grew from the larva were Anopheles stephensi,
inthe adult collection only one was Anopheles stephensi along
with other species such as Culex quinquefasciatus, Stego-
myia aegypti, Culex gelidus and Culex tritaeiorhynchus,
which spread filaria, dengue and chikungunya.

Source: The Times of India, 3 September 2024, p.2
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SILENT KILLERS

DENGUE CASES AND
DEATHS IN TAMIL NADU
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6 September 2024, p.4

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB) will
shortly commission a study for
noise mapping in Chennai. A
proposal was sent by TNPCB
chairperson M Javanthi
and the state govern-
ment has issued a G.O.
sanctioning T50 lakh
from the board’s fund.
Jayanthi told TNIE
that mapping will be
done by II'T-Madras using
low-cost sensors. The order
issued by P Senthilkumar,
principal secretary, Environ-
ment, Climate Change and For-
est Department, said four sen-
sors will be used in each of the
15 Chennai Corporation zones
as part of the mapping
exercise.
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TNPCB to begin study
to map noise pollution

¥

The exercise will first be car-
ried out in Chennai and then
expanded to other cities like
Tiruchy, Coimbatore and Ma-
durai engaging reputable edu-
cational institutions. The aim
of the study is to identify noise
pollution sources such as road

traffic, railway traffic, air-

craft and industries in-
cluding ports and com-
mercial areas and
hotspots exceeding
limits to help prioritise
mitigation efforts.

As per the Noise Pollu-
tion (Regulation and Control)
Rules, 2000, the areasare broad-
ly categorised into industrial,
commercial, residential and si-
lent zones.

Standard values in each area
are prescribed for both day-
time and night time measures
in decibel.



‘Climate change, global heating can hamper
India’s wind resources, renewable energy’

M Ramesh
Chennai

Climate change and global
warming could have a dele-
terious effect on the Indian
wind energy sector by im-
pacting wind resources, says
Arul  Shanmugasundaram,
Executive Director, Ayana
Renewable Power.

Speaking at an Energy
Transition Summit organ-
ised here by the Confedera-
tion of the Indian Industry,
Shanmugasundaram  said
that visual data suggests
wind speeds in key regions of
India are gradually declining,
which could have “signific-
ant implications” for the
wind energy sector.

Each State shows unique
trends in wind speed
changes. For instance, Gu-
jarat, with historically high
wind speeds, remains a
“strong candidate” for wind
energy but might face re-

duced efficiency over time.
Lower wind speeds can re-
duce the efficiency and out-
put of wind turbines, making
wind energy less reliable in
certain regions, he said.

WIND SPEED CHANGES
Reduced wind speeds can af-
fect the distribution of heat
and moisture in the atmo-
sphere, potentially altering
local weather patterns.

This cautionary note was
atvariance with the more op-
timistic note struck by JP
Chalasani, Group CEO, Su-
zlon group, who feels that
the renewable energy sector

Source: Business Line, 3 September 2024, p.11

never had a better time than
now.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the conference,
Chalasani said that unlike in
the past, today the country
has a pan-India grid; the de-
mand is evident from the in-
dustry alongside enough
manufacturing capacity.

While there are challenges
such as land acquisition and
right of way issues, the gov-
ernment’s policies lack con-
sistency, and the financial
health of the state-owned
electricity distribution com-
panies, the renewable energy
sector is now in sweet spot,
he said.

He stressed that govern-
ment policies need to be
more consistent and demand
side management must be
done by having differential
tariffs based on demand.

HUGE INVESTMENTS
Delivering the special ad-
dress at the conference, S Vi-

jayanand, President, New
Energy, Amara Raja Energy
and Mobility Ltd, observed
that two-wheelers and three-
wheelers would drive battery
adoption in India.

ADOPTION RATE
In Amara Raja’s view the ad-
option rate would be 40 per
cent and 75 per cent respect-
ively, with the overall adop-
tion rate in the automotive
sector coming to 30 per cent.
This, Vijayanand said,
would translate into a de-
mand of 80 GWhr to 100
GWhr. Adding the stationary
battery storage demand, an
optimistic view of the total
storage demand in India by
2030 would be between 100
GWhrand 150 GWhr.
Vijayanand observed that
a handful of major players
have announced invest-
ments of about a billion dol-
lars. These include JSW, Am-
ara Raja, Exide, Ola Electric
Reliance, Log9.

TN to launch trekking trails in 40 forest spots

Oppili.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Trekking enthusi-
asts, prepare your back-
packs and camouflage attire
as the TN Wildlife author-
ities are set to launch one-
day trekking trips in various
forest areas across the state.
Tofacilitate this, the “TN Wil-
derness Experience Corpo-
ration’ has been established,
and the first trial trek from
Avalanche to Koleribetta
was completed on Saturday.
Vismiju Viswanathan,
head of the newly created

TOI

first aid, back drill, and com-
municationskills. They have
been provided with back-
packs, trekking shoes, and
uniforms. The treks will be
moderate, limited to one day,
withnocampingintheforest
areas, headded.

Each trek will be limited
to a maximum of 15 partici-
pants. The department will
provide basic refreshments,
and the charges for each trek
will range from 2600t0%5,000.

Additionally, the depart-
ment will provide insurance
coverage to participants, a
crucial component of the

corporation, told TOI that 40

trekking program, Viswa-

locations across 18 forest di-
visions have been identified
for the treks.

A total of 400 people have
been trained as guides, with
each trekking route staffed

by 10 trained guides.

The trekking routes in
TN are categorized as easy,
moderate, and tough, and in-
clude well-known tourism
destinations. Of the 124 ap-

proved trekking routes in
TN, only 40 have been select-
ed, hesaid.

The guides have been
trained in basic hospitality,
hygiene, local biodiversity,

nathansaid.

The corporation is ex-
pected to sign a memoran-
dum of understanding with
aninsurancecompany inthe
coming week.
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Source: The Times of India,
2 September 2024, p.5



Manufacturers’ Collective Chalks Out Proposal To Save Unlts From Flood Fury

<50 crore plan -
to flood-proof ~=
Ambattur estate =

Omijasvin.MD@timesofindia.com

he Ambattur industrial

estate in Chennal has

been a perennial victim

of monsoon-related

flooding, with losses
amounting to a staggering 72,000
crore last Dec due to Cyclone
Michaung. To break this annual
cycle of misery, the Ambattur In-
dustrial Estate Manufacturers As-
sociation has devised a permanent
solution to prevent business disrup-
tions in the future, at a cost of 350
crore.

Spread across 1,430 acres, the in-
dustrial estate has 1,800 units, includ-
ing prominent ones such as Godrej,
Crompton Greaves, and an array of
automobile manufacturing units.
Last Dec, water rose upto 4 feet, dam-
aging machines and hurting busi-
nesses for months. It prompted the
association to engage a professional
agency to prepare a detailed project
report to identify the root cause and
suggest solutions.

After extensive drone surveys,

(AR
P //,’//,’

BRACING
FOR THE RAIN

hydrological studies and field visits
by hydrologists and civil engineers,
the association has suggested new
hydrological routes to divert water at
the rate of 2,000 cusecs from Ambat-
tur lake, the main source of indus-
trial flooding, due to multiple breach-
es and lack of infrastructure to trans-
fer water to Korattur lake down-
stream. The roadmap has been sub-
mitted to the govt.

Ambatturlake can hold 6.1 million
cubic metres. The new plan provides
channels for release of floodwater at
the rate of 1,659 cusecs. The 440-acre
Ambattur lake gets water from lakes
in Sekkadu, Vilinjiambakkam, Pa-
ruthipattu and Ayapakkam. The
study found that it was impossible for
Ambattur lake to drain at the rate of
1,829 cusecs into Korattur, as existing

NO GOING | BACK

Pic: € Suresh Kumar
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drains had minimum carrying capac-
ity In order to avoid flood water from
entering the estate, hydrologists have
proposed three solutions upstream to
divert water from lakes to Cooum.
The first one is to build a 0.6 km
stormwater drain channel of 3mx 2m
size from upstream Ayapakkam lake
to Koladi lake. From Koladi, another
drain should be built for 1.1 km to the
Cooum near Thiruverkadu. This can
divert water at the rate of 423.6 cusecs.
The second is to construct a sur-
plus 2.5 km cut-and-cover channel
from Ambattur lake to Ayanambak-

Source: The Times of India, 25 September 2024, p.2

kam lake, and a 0.2 km channel from
there to Cooum, near Thiruverkadu.
This 5m x 2m drain can help divert
water at 530 cusecs.

The third solution is a 5km diver-
sion directly from Ambattur surplus
channel via the Third Main Road
(beneath NHAI Bypass to Tambar-
am), that can divert 706 cusecs di-
rectly into Cooum river near Madura-
voyal. Cumulatively, these three di-
versions can take off the load from
Ambattur Lake, saving the estate
from floods.

TOI, in its visit, found that these

proposed diversions require major
restoration too. The Ayanambakkam
lake has no boundaries, and its bunds
are used for open defecation with veg-
etation affecting its carrying capacity.
At Koladi lake, people have built
houses inside the waterbody, whereas
the Ayanambakkam tank near
Cooum also requires boundaries to
prevent encroachments,

B Sakthivel, hydrologist, who car-
ried out the project, said the drain
carrying capacity from Ambattur to
Korattur is less. “Further, beneath
Korattur, Otteri Nullah is obstructed
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by at least 22 low-level bridges with :
small vents. Hence, these upstream :
diversions alone can give permanent :
relief,” said Sakthivel, who has also :
worked as a consultant for GCC and :
Metrowater: i

Gowri Shankar, assistant engi- :
neer; water resources department, :
said the third proposal is workable :
and easier to execute as it passes :
through a broad road. “The first two :
solutions require further hydraulic :
studies of routes, as both Koladi and :
Ayanambakkam lakes are above Am- :
battur,” he said. 5



LET’S SAVE KOSASTHALAIYAR

Removing Encroachments On River Banks, Clearing Surplus Channels Remain Mammoth Tasks
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built to tackle the pollution from Buckingham Ca-
nal,” said T Kanthimathinathan, state disaster man-
agement coordinator. There are nearly 50,000 en-
croachments that have to be removed from the North
Buckingham Canal.

Experts also stress the need to focus on the estu-
ary, where salt pans, mangroves, wetlands and native
species have perished. Ennore’s wetland area has

shrunk from 877

hectares in 1996 to

TALL ORDER just 277 hectares in
2022, according to

submissions to the National Green Tribunal (NGT).

Running till 136 km from Andhra Pradesh’s Am-
mapalli Dam, Kosasthalaiyar had a brush with dis-
aster twice last year alone: an oil spill that polluted
the estuary up to Manali and a severe flooding in Dec
2023, when a bund breach submerged Manali, affect-
ingnearly 1lakh residents. Yet, no restoration efforts
were made. The river’s drainage capacity below

. '\;@(.v wth aw

like Ambattur, Korattur, and Retteri lakes also feed
into the river, alongside the Kodungaiyur and Otteri

Dredging has not been carried out in over a decade
at the estuary, with a half-submerged, rusted dredg-

Solutions for Manali

“ NGT had told the govt to prepare a

Manali stands at a meagre 20,000 cusecs. ing machine near Mugathwarakuppam servingas  Nullah waterways. > Bunds need to be b DPR to res}ore the Kosasthalaiyar

Avisitby TOIrevealed over 1,000 encroachments  a grim reminder. Santha Sheela Nair, a member of the river resto- strengthened river in 2022. This has to be released and
along Manali’s Sadayankuppam area, crowding the While some dredging has been done at Kattukup- ~ ration expert committee, said hefty penalties col- > lllegal settlements to be executed soon. The next hearing on this is
river’s floodplains with no flood barrier walls in  pam, the extracted mud piled high isash-grey, under-  lected by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board removed from flood plains

coming S00N | K Saravanan, COASTAL ACTIVIST AND NGT
PETITIONER ON THE ISSUE

place. The encroachments have reduced the river’s
carrying capacity from 1.1 lakh cusecs to just 60,000

scoring the river’s heavy pollution. Further down-
stream, yellow and brown chemicals continue to pour

from polluting industries should be redirected to-

> Flood revetment walls built
wards restoration efforts, particularly targeting fly

cusecs beyond Manali. Last year's breach occurred  into the water near the Buckingham Canal, where — ash and chemical pollutants. “The surrounding en- Solutions for Ennore
with only a 40,000 cusec release from Poondi, sub-  sewage and industrial waste from over a dozen fac-  vironment and livelihoods that depend on the river estual £ Kosasthalaiyar lake is a flood regulator
merging roads to Ennore Port and halting truck  tories — many of them encroaching on the river’s  are in ruins. We need immediate action, and we will “ ry ” “ and is a blue-carbon ecosystem with
traffic. ins — are dumped t see changes,” she urged. > Build sewage interceptors 4 A

The river’s surplus channel, stretching from Despite its dire state at the estuary, experts believe Joint chief engineer of water resources depart- atNorth _BCanaI (105_00 presence of mangroves in the eStuaW- More R
Thamaraipakkam Dam near Poondi to Cholavaram  Kosasthalaiyar has better restoration prospectsthan  ment C Podupanithilagam said plans are in place to cusecs discharge during than 10,000 acres of wetlands have been lost in
and Puzhal, is also neglected. There are no bound- ~ Chennai’s other rivers like the Adyar, Cooumandthe  construct four reservoirs near Poondi to conserve floods), the last five decades. The river's characteristics
ary walls at Madhavaram, Mathur, or along the 200-  Buckingham Canal, thanks to its concentrated pol- ~ water. “Work is underway. After the last floods, we > Build decentralised STP i i
feet bypass road in Manali, and sewage continues  lution sources. Most of the ination begins huﬂdmgrevetment walls and blocked plants, must be restored Immedlately’ both for flood

to seep into the water. Downstream in the Ennore  beneath the North Buckingham Canal, which drains sewage drains in Manali. A detailed project report mltlgation and revival of flora and fauna |

> Fine industries, oil

Estuary, high levels of pollution from fly ash and
industrial chemicals have rendered the area lifeless.

10,000 cusecs of floodwater from areas like Tondiar-
pet, Thiruvottiyur, and Kodungaiyur. Watersheds

Source: The Times of India, 18 September 2024, p.2

on the downstream restoration, prepared by the NGT
expert committee, will be released soon,” he said.

companies polluting estuary

S Janakarajan, WATER MANAGEMENT EXPERT

Mangroves thrive
along Ennore Creek,
Buckingham Canal

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Mangrove saplings and
associated plants planted to coun-
ter the effects of fly ash dumping
have grown well along the banks
of north Buckingham Canal, river
Kosasthalaiyar and areas near
Ennore Creek.

Tiruvallur district forest offi-
cer VSubbiahsaid planting began
last year and, so far, 60,000 man-
grove saplings of two species, Avi-
cennia marina and Rhizophora
mucronata, along with their asso-
ciated plants, have been grown
across the threelocations.

RESTORING THE ECOSYSTEM:
Mangrove saplings along north Buck-
ingham Canal in Tiruvallur

Source: The Times of India, 17 September 2024, p.4
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110 LAKH SAPLINGS TO BE
PLANTED IN SAME AREAS

The forest department is now
working on planting another 1.10
lakh saplings in the same areas.
Subbiah said that in some parts of
Ennore Creek, flyash —fine parti-
cles produced from burning coal
— had settled to a depth of one
metre.

In these areas, planting man-
groves is not feasible because the
roots struggle to survive in such
heavily contaminated soil.

Mangrovesare knownfortheir
exceptional ability to sequester
carbon — they can absorb and
store carbon dioxide from the at-
mosphere at a rate three times
higher than most terrestrial
plants. Additionally, mangrovear-

eas are ideal locations for fish and
prawns to lay eggs. Once fully
grown, these mangroves will
transform the area intoa thriving
breeding ground for fish, which
cansignificantly improve the live-
lihoods of local fishermen.

Mangroves also play a vital
role in improving water quality.
Buckingham Canal and Ennore
Creek have been polluted by the
discharge of industrial waste and
other contaminants.

Mangroves act as natural fil-
ters, absorbing pollutants from
the water and reducing overall
pollution levels. Moreover, they
functionasbio-shields, protecting
coastal areas from erosion and
stormsurges.

Subbiah said the forest depart-
ment aims to complete the plant-
ing of all saplings by the end of
this calendar year.



‘Chennai a model
city for solid waste
management’

TOl

akumar inspecting GCC’s solid waste management projects

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The south’s two me-
ga cities - Chennai and Benga-
Iuru - will embark on a know-
ledge-sharing initiative to ex-
change the best solid waste
management practices. A mo-
ve towards this integration
was set inmotion when Karna-
takadeputy chief minister DK
Shivakumar visited the city
and inspected various solid
waste management projects
of Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) on Tuesday. Shiva-
kumar said GCC’s waste-to-
energy plants are a model to
follow.

Later, Shivakumar told re-
porters, “Waste-to-energy is a
main issue nationwide and
Chennai serves as a model for
this, generating power from
waste. We will learn from it
and improve waste manage-
ment practices in Bengaluru
too.”
Shivakumar, who is mini-
sterof Bengalurucity develop-
ment department as well, lau-
dedbulk waste processingfaci-
lities in Chennai. “I would like
to congratulate Tamil Nadu
govt and GCC,” he said. Since
2021, the city has processed

79,762 tonnes of waste and ge-
nerated 1,357 tonnes of bio-
CNG.

Shivakumar earlier visi-
ted Urbaser Sumeet’s solid
waste management controlro-
om, followed by a bio-CNG
plant visit in Madhavaram
and Chetpet where 100 tonnes
of waste each is processed. He
enquired about bio-mining
work at Perungudi and Ko-
dungaiyur dump yards as
well. Following inspections, he
held a meeting with GCC com-
missioner J Kumaraguruba-
ran, mayor R Priya, and depu-
ty mayor Mahesh Kumar:

“Bengaluru generates mo-
re waste with a L4crore popu-
lation compared to Chennai'’s
96 lakh people, but they don't
have a strategised plan that in-
cludes segregating solid was-
te, garden waste, cement was-
te,and other items. The deputy
CM liked our sand sweeping
machines and said they will
procure about 70 of them. He
lauded our garden waste pro-
cessing and cement waste
transportation,” mayor R Pri-
ya told TOL She added that
Bengaluru planned to carry
outbiominingsimilar tothe ci-
ty’'sdump yards.

Source: The Times of India, 4 September 2024, p.4

TN. formulates
draft SOP to tackle
coastal regulation
zone violations

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State
Coastal Zone Management
Authority (TNSCZMA) has
recently formulated a draft
Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP) to deal with cas-
es of violations under the
Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) notification. It has
received over 160 repre-
sentations between 2015-
16 and 2023-24.

This follows adverse
comments from the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
(CAG) of India and direc-
tions from the Union Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forests and  Climate
Change. The draft SOP
states that complaints of
violations would be scruti-
nised by a ‘GIS cell’, con-
firming whether the area
mentioned by the petition-
er falls in the CRZ, as per
the approved Coastal Zone
Management Plan.

If the area falls in the
CRZ, the representation
would be forwarded to the
District Environmental En-
gineer, Tamil Nadu Pollu-
tion Control Board
(TNPCB) (if the violations
are made by industries). If
the complaints pertain to
building violations, they
would be forwarded to the
Assistant Director, Directo-

rate of Town and Country
Planning (DTCP), and the
District Collector.

Following a site inspec-
tion to verify the allega-
tions, a report would be
submitted to the Chair-
man, District Coastal Zone
Management  Authority
(DCZMA)/District Collec-
tor, who would then pre-
pare a comprehensive re-
port to ascertain the
violation.

The comprehensive re-
port would be sent to the
TNSCZMA, which would
then verify it and pass a re-
solution confirming the
violation.

“Based on the resolu-
tion, the TNSCZMA shall is-
sue a show-cause notice to
the party along with the re-
ports of the DCZMA, the
reasons quoted by the
SCZMA to accept the re-
port of the DCZMA and the
proposed action to be ta-
ken on the violation.”

The SCZMA would fix a
date and time for inquiry,
and if the response of the
violator is not satisfactory,
a Detailed Speaking Order
would be communicated
to the party.

The CAG in its report
‘Conservation of Coastal
Ecosystems’ had pointed
out that SCZMAs did not
take proactive action
against CRZ violations.

Source: The Hindu, 9 September 2024, p.6
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Irrigation systems act set for revision after 20 yrs

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Farmers
Management of Irrigation Sys-
tems (TNFMIS) Act, which has
been in place for over two dec-
ades, is set for arevision by the
end of the vear.

Officials from the Water Re-
sources Department (WRD) re-
cently visited Telangana and
Odisha to gather information
on the implementation of simi-
lar Acts in these states to effec-
tively plan amendments.

The TNFMIS Act, enacted on
March 5, 2001 to enhance par-
ticipation of local farming
communities in the manage-
ment of irrigation svstems, has
been in effect since October 1,
2002.

A senior WRD official told
TNIE, “The amendments aim
to enhance the effective imple-
mentation of Participatory Ir-

Amendments aim to ensure equitable distribution of water among farmers | exeress

rigation Management (PIM) in
the state by adding clarifica-
tions and provisions. PIM aims
to ensure equitable distribu-
tion of water among farmers
and encourage adoption of
modern farming techniques.
The WRD is also focused on or-
ganizing elections to constitute
water user associations in vil-
lages. Out of 1,500 associations,

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 September 2024, p.6

1,359 have been constituted and
the remaining are expected to
be set up by October”

Another official highlighted
the importance of these amend-
ments, noting that WRD man-
ages nearly 14,400 irrigation
tanks across the state. The
strengthening of tank bunds to
increase storage and better
support for farmers is a prior-

ity, and discussions with farm-
ers are under way.

P Ponnaiah, president of
Parambur Water User Associa-
tion in Pudukkottai district,
expressed the need for changes.
He said under the current Act,
only landowners can vote in as-
sociation elections, leaving
many farmers without voting
rights.

He suggested that voting
rights should be extended to
those currently maintaining
the land. He also emphasised
the need to increase develop-
ment charges and allocate
funds for the water user asso-
ciations which are struggling
to operate.

Ponnaiah also called for mi-
cro-irrigation tanks to be
brought under the associations
through elections, as these
tanks are currently controlled
by local bodies.

Organisations tie up to build
green infrastructure for city

Chennai Resilience Centre will collaborate on its ongoing projects in Chennai, which align with the Tamil Nadu Green

Climate Company’s mission, to build resilience and provide region-specific designs for water and waste management

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Chennai Resi-
T lience Centre, a vo-
luntary organisa-

tion, has joined hands with
the Tamil Nadu Green Cli-
mate Company to imple-
ment projects aimed at
strengthening water and
climate resilience in Chen-
nai.

The organisation would
collaborate on its various
ongoing projects in the ci-
ty, which align with the
TNGCC’s mission, to build
resilience and provide re-
gion-specific designs for
water and waste manage-
ment. The CRC, which re-
presents New York-based
Global Resilient Cities Net-
work in Chennai and a unit
of Care Earth Trust, has re-
cently signed a Memoran-

The nature-based water balance model adopted in Little Flower

Convent Higher Secondary School for the Deaf in Chennai to treat
wastewater will be replicated in two government schools. FILE PHOTO

dum of Understanding
with the TNGCC to provide
technical assistance and
share knowledge on issues
like urban heat mitigation
and provide nature-based
solutions for water treat-
ment.

The collaborative efforts

Source: The Hindu, 26 September 2024, p.4
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aim to expand CRC’s ongo-
ing programmes like edible
rooftop gardens to reduce
urban heat; nature-based
solution to treat wastewa-
ter and Urban Ocean pro-
ject to prevent plastic from
reaching waterways, to
other parts of the city and

replicate it across the State.

“The MoU is a signifi-
cant step in getting govern-
ment support to scale up
our flagship projects in the
city and build green infras-
tructure along with the go-
vernment,” said Krishna
Mohan, Chief Resilience
Officer - Chennai Resi-
lience Centre.

Besides some residen-
tial areas in south Chennai,
the organisation has set up
vegetable gardens in near-
ly 166 ICDS in Chennai.
The gardens not only add
to children’s nutritious
meals but are also used to
teach colours and num-
bers to them. Rooftop ve-
getable gardens have been
set up in six government
schools and 10 more go-
vernment schools would
be identified along with
the TNGCC. “In our pilot

study, we observed that
the mercury level had
dropped significantly up to
seven degree Celsius in
rooms below the rooftop
gardens during peak sum-
mer,” said Mr. Krishna Mo-
han.

The nature-based water
balance model adopted in
Little Flower Convent to
treat 27,000 litres of waste-
water would be replicated
in two government schools
along with TNGCC. This
project would reduce wa-
ter stress and recharge
groundwater.

Among the other pro-
jects is the attempt to
transform localities like
Kasturba Nagar into zero-
waste area by increasing
source segregation and set-
ting up lane composters
that could be diverted to
vegetable gardens.



Study under way in Pallikaranai marsh
to improve its ecological functions

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

In a first, a bathymetric
study is under way in and
around Pallikaranai mar-
shland to assess the vol-
ume of sludge that can be
dredged to enhance the
marsh’s water holding ca-
pacity and ecological func-
tions.

Bathymetry, which in-
volves measuring under-
water topography, is essen-
tial for developing
comprehensive maps that
can aid in determining the
water-storage capacity and
flood patterns. It plays a
critical role in wetland de-
sign, restoration, land use
planning, and legal boun-
dary determinations.

Pallikaranai marsh,
which received the Ramsar
tag in 2022, continues to

e

The study is being conducted amidst the National Green Tribunal’s

insistence on clearly defining the boundaries of the Pallikaranai
marshland to prevent further encroachments. FILE PHOTO

face significant anthropo-
genic pressures, including
encroachments and sew-
age discharge. Deepak Sri-
vastava, Member Secretary
of the Tamil Nadu State
Wetland Authority, em-
phasised the study’s im-
portance in addressing the
degradation of the mar-
shland.

Source: The Hindu, 22 September 2024, p.4

To ensure scientific ri-
gour, the Authority has col-
laborated with the National
Centre for Coastal Re-
search (NCCR) to investi-
gate multiple locations
within the marshland, he
said.

The study has so far
been carried out in five
places, including Elcot, Ok-
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kivam Maduvu, Bucking-
ham Canal, Thangavelu
Engineering College, and
Pallikaranai marshland.

M.V. Ramana Murthy,
NCCR Director, explained
that the study addresses
two critical issues — wet-
land degradation and in-
adequate flood water
drainage. By analysing en-
try and exit points, the stu-
dy aims to restore natural
inlets and outlets, identify-
ing bottlenecks to maintain
optimal water levels.

The dredged sludge will
be carefully assessed and
disposed of in suitable lo-
cations, Mr. Murthy said.

Incidentally, the study is
being conducted amidst
the National Green Tribu-
nal’s insistence on clearly
defining the boundaries of
the marshland to prevent
further encroachments.



State Planning Commission brings out a
toolkit for Low-Emission Zones in Chennai

The toolkit, developed by a U -based organisation, offers guidance on the introduction of such zones; though the focus is on getting rid of polluting
vehicles, such zones also help in accelerating the transition to EVs, and implementing measures to mitigate other sources of pollution, says report

Sanjay Vijayakumar

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

amil Nadu’s State
T Planning Commis-
sion, in collabora-

tion with the British Depu-
ty High Commission,
Chennai, through the UK
Partnering for Accelerated
Climate Transitions (UK
PACT) programme, has
come out with a report on
‘Low Emission Zoning - A
Toolkit for Chennai’.

The toolkit has been de-
veloped by Cenex, a U.K.-
based not-for-profit organi-
sation specialising in de-
carbonising transport and
energy systems. Based on
learnings from the UK., it
offers guidance on the in-
troduction of Low-Emis-
sion Zones (LEZs) in the ci-
ty. An LEZ is an area where
use of more polluting vehi-
cles are restricted by way
of having in place vehicle-
emission standards and le-
vying charges for non-com-
pliance, the report said,
adding that the UK. go-
vernment had advised that

Green goals

Some of the key highlights
of the T.N. State Planning
Commission’s report,
‘Low Emission Zoning - A
Toolkit for Chennai’

= Low-Emission Zone (LEZ)
is an area where use of
more polluting vehicles is
restricted by way of having
in place vehicle emission
standards and levying
charges for non-compliance

= Implementing an LEZ is
usually the most cost-
effective and efficient way
to reduce emissions from
the most polluting vehicles
in areas having a high
population density

® Chennaiis a
rapidly growing
city, and action

needs to be alternatives to personal
taken to mitigate | transport should be
air pollution explored

u|n the short-term, in
Chennai, promotion
and development of

® A long-term victory
would be to introduce
LEZs once alternative
transport modes
become efficient and
reliable

LEZs, by levying a charge
for non-compliant vehi-
cles, would achieve statu-
tory limit values in the
shortest possible time.
LEZs should remove the
most polluting vehicles,
target areas where pollu-
tion was at its worst and
the risk to public health
was the highest, and be
ambitious by reflecting the

Source: The Hindu, 16 September 2024, p.2

best environmental perfor-
mance, the report said.
Though the focus is on
removing polluting vehi-
cles, LEZs are also a spring-
board for accelerating the
transition to electric vehi-
cles (EVs) and implement-
ing measures to mitigate
other sources of pollution,
it added. The primary ob-
jective of an LEZ should be

to bring down ambient pol-
lution concentrations to
improve public health and
deliver compliance with le-
gal limit values. LEZs may
also help cut greenhouse
gas emissions that contri-
bute to climate change,
and reduce traffic conges-
tion, the report said.
Chennai is India’s
fourth-largest city, with a

population of around nine
million. The city is expand-
ing rapidly, with some pe-
ripheral areas seeing an
annual population in-
crease of around 50%. This
expansion and increasing
affluence are leading to a
rapid uptick in transport
demand, including private
car ownership, it said.
Across all sectors, Chennai
has implemented actions
such as deployment of veh-
icles for mechanical road-
sweeping, monitoring air
quality, use of EVs for solid
waste collection, issuing
directives to reduce indus-
trial emissions, and regular
checking of vehicle emis-
sions supported by Pollu-
tion Under Control (PUC)

certificates, the report
noted.
The report proposes im-

plementation of an LEZ
strategy in Chennai in two
phases, with short-term
and long-term actions.

In the short term, Chen-
nai municipality can look
at setting up a low traffic
neighbourhood (LTN).
LTNs seek to reduce traflic

NIOT plans integrated observation systems
in open sea to fine-tune weather forecasts

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

The National Institute of
Ocean Technology, Pallika-
ranai, will develop inte-
grated observation systems
to observe open ocean en-
vironment and improve
weather predictions, par-
ticularly during extreme
weather events.

In a step towards deve-
loping in situ observations
to fine-tune weather pred-
iction models, the Institute
which comes under the Mi-
nistry of Earth Sciences,
proposes to deploy an inte-
grated system wherein
doppler weather radars
would be mounted on the
NIOT’s indigenously-deve-
loped moored buoys.

The proposals will be
implemented under
Mission Mausam, a

22,000-cr. initiative

approved by Centre

The proposals would be
implemented under Mis-
sion Mausam, a 32,000-
crore initiative recently ap-
proved by the Union Cabi-
net, to enhance the
country’s weather obser-
vation and forecasting ser-
vices.

NIOT’s director Balaji
Ramakrishnan said, “We
now have weather radars
on land. But there is a lack
of such observations in
open ocean to measure
rainfall intensity, especial-

ly during cyclones and ex-
treme weather events.”

The mid-ocean sensors
would help observe va-
rious weather parameters,
including wind pressure,
temperature gradient, to
improve the numerical
weather model predic-
tions. These observations
and data would be shared
with various stakeholders
across the country, includ-
ing India Meteorological
Department and Indian In-
stitute of Tropical Meteo-
rology, that would be in-
corporated for weather
forecasts, he said.

The Institute would also
integrate lidar sensors with
moored buoys to measure
vertical wind speed pro-
files in the open ocean en-

vironment. These systems
would be able to provide
observations of wind pro-
file for a height of 300-400
metre in the atmosphere.
This would help weather
forecasts on temperature
during summer too.

Team at work

The NIOT now has a net-
work of about 20 moored
buoys in the ocean. The
team is working on the
number of instruments
and spatial domain for de-
ploying the observation
system, Mr.Ramakrishnan
said. NIOT also plans to use
its indigenous underwater
acoustic measurements to
demonstrate intensity of

volumes by limiting use of
residential roads for vehi-
cles passing through to
reach another area, while
still allowing access for citi-
zens, the report said.

Work on improvements
of the quality and availabil-
ity of public transport, pro-
motion of EV charging sta-
tions, creating awareness
of low emission policies,
promotion of public tran-
sport and non-motorised
transport options are the
other short-term actions
suggested. In the long
term, it said that Chennai
would need to demon-
strate how the LEZ ad-
dresses a defined pollution
problem in the area, and
how it would improve local
air quality. Any planned
LEZ should include a re-
view to ensure that there is
a robust supportive legal
framework in place, the re-
port said. The LEZ should
be embedded in relevant
city- and State-level strate-
gies, and plans. Ideally it
should be covered in the
forthcoming Chennai Mo-
bility Plan, it added.

rainfall that falls on the Source: The Hindu,

sea’s surface.
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Officials begin cleaning waterways,
residents ask for solution to flooding

The annual exercise to clear waste will be continued till the end of monsoon, besides short-term flood-mitigation

measures. However, projects to provide long-term flood mitigation can be executed only in January, say officials

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Water Resources
TDepartment has
started the long-

pending work to clean the
waterways  that  flow
through the core parts of
the city. However, resi-
dents seek a permanent so-
lution to control flooding
during heavy monsoon
rainfall.

The department started
its annual exercise to de-
weed and clear floating
waste from the waterways
— Buckingham Canal, Otte-
ri Nullah and Virugambak-
kam-Arumbakkam Canal,
a few days ago. There was a
delay in starting the north-
east monsoon prepared-
ness exercise this year.

¥3.5 crore sanctioned

Initially, the waterways,
running to a total length of
65 km, were to be dredged
as part of the restoration
projects and the wait for
the project to kick off, had
led to the delay. With the
State government sanc-
tioning 3.5 crore, the de-

The Federation of Anna Nagar Residents’ Associations stressed the need to dredge the entire stretch of

Otteri Nullah to avoid spillover of floodwater to the surrounding areas B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

partment has now de-
ployed 26 machines in the
three waterways to keep
them clear of weeds and
floating waste, the officials
said.

Of these, nearly 19 ma-
chines have been engaged
in Central Buckingham Ca-
nal to ensure free flow of
floodwater during the
northeast monsoon. “We
have started work in south
and north Buckingham Ca-

Source: The Hindu, 5 September 2024, p.4

nal as well, with the de-
partment’s maintenance
funds, in order to reduce
water-logging during mon-
soon,” said an official.
Residents of various
parts of the city, however,
want a permanent solution
to prevent flooding in
neighbouring localities.
The Federation of Anna
Nagar Residents’ Associa-
tions stressed the need to
dredge the entire stretch of

Otteri Nullah to avoid spil-
lover of floodwater onto
the surrounding areas dur-
ing a recent meeting with
officials of Greater Chennai
Corporation.

R.Sukumar, the federa-
tion’s president said the go-
vernment agencies must
consider desilting vulnera-
ble portions of the chan-
nel, apart from desilting
stormwater drains (SWD)
in Sixth Avenue and Fourth
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and Fifth Main Road.

The SWD on Fourth
Main Road and Sixth Ave-
nue must be linked to a di-
version channel conveying
floodwater to Cooum River
through Third Avenue, An-
na Nagar. This would re-
duce the burden on Otteri
Nullah, he said.

The Federation also sug-
gested diversion of Ambat-
tur surplus water to the
Cooum.

D. Gentley Rathnaraj of
Sholinganallur said while a
portion of the South Buck-
ingham Canal is being
cleaned, it is important to
clear the waterway near
TNHB 1500 MSB apart-
ments Phase II and TNHB
Main Road to provide relief
from water-logging.

Officials of the WRD said
the monsoon prepared-
ness works would be car-
ried out till the end of the
monsoon and short-term
flood mitigation measures
would also be implement-
ed. However, projects to
provide long-term flood
mitigation can be executed
only in January next year,
the officials added.



Social and Economic Services

UNESCO team to visit Gingee Fort, nominated for World Heritage Site tag, on Sept. 27

S. Prasad
VILLUPURAM

A team from the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO), including
an expert from the Interna-
tional Commission on
Monuments and Sites (ICO-
MOS), is set to visit the Gin-
gee Fort in Villupuram dis-
trict, which has been
nominated by the Central
government, along with 11
other forts that make up
the Maratha Military Land-
scapes, for the UNESCO
World Heritage Site tag for
2024-25.

The Maratha Military
Landscapes include 12
components  distributed
across diverse geographic

regions, and 11 sites are in
Maharashtra. The Gingee
Fort is the lone aspirant
from Tamil Nadu for the
‘World Heritage Site tag.

The visit, scheduled for
September 27, is part of the
evaluation process, and a
precursor to the submis-
sion of a report by an ICO-
MOS expert to UNESCO,
which will decide whether
the chosen monuments
could be accorded the
‘World Heritage Site tag in
2025.

An official of the Tamil
Nadu State Department of
Archaeology said, “Deve-
lopment and Research Or-
ganisation for Nature, Arts
and Heritage (DRONAH),
aninterdisciplinary organi-
sation, had prepared the

Nomination Dossier and
Management Plan for the
Gingee Fort’s nomination
as a UNESCO World Herit-
age Site. The dossier was
prepared as per the UNES-
CO Operational Guidelines
for World Heritage Con-
vention, and includes a de-
scription of the property,
justification for inscrip-
tion, state of conservation,
and factors affecting the
property, protection and
management, monitoring
and documentation.”

“We are hopeful that the
team will be impressed
with the fort’s historical
importance and will sub-
mit a report which will
help us get the tag. Once
the structure gets the tag,
Gingee will attract tourists

.
==

W;

Aview of the durbar hall and Kalyana Mahal at the Gingee Fort.

from across the world,” the
official added.

History of the fort

Known as the Troy of the
East, the fort, located atop
the hillocks of Rajagiri,
Krishnagiri and Chandragi-

ri, was considered impreg-
nable, and is a symbol of
the State’s glorious past. It
had witnessed the rise and
fall of successive empires
spanning centuries.

The fort was built by
Ananta Kon of the Konar

Dynasty in 1,200 CE, and
its ownership changed
hands many times. It was
in the possession of several
empires, such as the Vi-
jayanagar Nayaks, the Ma-
rathas, the Mughals, the
Nawabs, the French and
the British.

D. Ramesh, assistant
professor of history, Arig-
nar Anna Government Arts
College, Villupuram, said,
“The first fortification was
built by Ananta Kon in the
12th century. His successor
fortified the northern hill
in 1,240 CE and called it
Krishnagiri, while the oth-
er buildings and structures
were raised by the succes-
sive rulers. The next com-
prehensive constructions
at the fort were done un-

der the auspices of the Vi-
Jjayanagar empire.”

The fort was captured
by Chhatrapati Shivaji in
1677, “It remained under
Maratha rule till it came
under the control of the
Mughals in 1698. It was
ruled by Raja Desingh (Tej
Singh) for a brief period
before being taken over by
the Arcot Nawabs in 1714,
and stayed under their
control till 1749. The fort
was with the French from
1750 to 1770 before slipping
into the hands of the Brit-
ish,” he said.

Spread over 11 acres, the
fort houses a stepwell, a
Kalyana Mahal, a durbar
hall, a cannon, a clock tow-
er, an armoury, an ele-
phant tank, a stable, a

granary, a gymnasium, the

Venkataramana  temple,
and the Sadathtulla
mosque.

The fortress had two
elaborate systems for wa-
ter supply, corresponding
to the Nayak and Nawab
periods, which, at one
point in time, ensured that
even the top of the struc-
ture had a continuous

supply.
The Villupuram district
administration has

launched a series of aware-
ness campaigns, including
heritage walks, at the fort,
which is maintained by the
Archaeological Survey of
India, to offer an immer-
sive experience of its rich
history and cultural herit-
age.

Source: The Hindu, 21 September 2024, p.15

‘Manual scavenging dez
highest in TN; corpn heads &

should be booked’

amil Nadu registered the highest

number of sewer deaths in India

— more than 250 — between
1993 and 2024, says M Venkatesan,
chairman of the National Commission
for Safai Karamcharis, a statutory body
constituted under the Union ministry of
social justice and empowerment to
promote the welfare and rights of safai
karamcharis or manual scavengers.
Venkatesan was in Chennai to investigate
two incidents of manual scavenging that
came to light in Aug in Chennai —
one in Old Washermenpet,
where a worker was hired to
clean a septic chamber in a
public restroom; and the
other in Avadi, where a
contract worker entered a
public sewer and died of
asphyxiation. In an interview
with Padmaja Jayaraman,
Venkatesan says that between 1993
and March 2022, "Tamil Nadu recorded
220 manual scavenging deaths, which
accounted for 22% of the national total.
Despite the implementation of the Tamil
Nadu Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Rules, 2022, he says it is
still rampant in TN. Excerpts:

M Last month in Old Washermenpet, a
worker dipped his feet into a septic chamber
of a public toilet to clean it. Contractors ar-
gued it wasn't manual scaveng-
ing since he didn’t fully enter
the chamber. So, what defines
manual scavenging?

Manually handling human ex-
creta is defined as manual scaveng-
ing. Earlier, workers used to lift hu-
man excreta on top of their heads.
Now, getting inside septic chambers
or physically touching human ex-
creta is manual scavenging.

B Does toilet cleaning also constitute manual
scavenging?

Yes, if dry latrines are physically or

manually cleaned with no machinery

and protective equipment.

M Courts have cracked the
whip on manual scavenging.
It continues as people are not
aware of what manual scaveng-
ing is. Even though there are
monitoring and vigilance com-
mittees in TN, they meetjust once
every year and do not always dis-

cussreal issues. Also, unless a man-
ual scavenger gets hurt or dies, there is

DEATH IN A DRAIN

Number of sewer deaths between 1993 and 2022
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TALKING TO

TOI

t’hs

generally no action. Not all workers have access to
robotic cleaners all the time. There are permanent
workers of a local body who are eligible for loans
and other benefits. But there are also temporary
daily wagers and contract workers. The govt gives
training in cleaning sewers using machinery and
protective equipment only to permanent workers.
Private contract workers do not get training or pro-
tective equipment. Worse, none of these workers
becomes permanent.

Private contract workers get inside sewers more
than permanent govt workers because of the wage
gap. A permanent worker gets 225,000 but a tempo-
rary worker with a private contractor barely gets
minimum daily wages and no paid leave. This
pushes them to enter sewers if they are offered
more money.

B What are your observations on the recent
manual scavenging cases 1n Avadi and Old
Wash both ¢ d by local
body contractors?

It is no use filing FIRs on low-level supervisors
of the workers. FIRs must be filed on the respective
corporation or local body commissioners for ena-
bling manual scavenging. That is when there will
be strict implementation of prohibiting workers
from entering sewage.

M Residents say they are forced to hire
manual scavengers to clean septic systems in-
side their premises because Metrowater does
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Pics: L R Shankar and A Prathap

not provide mechanised sewer cleaners inside
households. There are no govt-authorised en-
listed agencies for mechanised septic cleaning
in Chennai.

The local body cannot allow manual scavenging
to happen anywhere. They are supposed to send
machines to households to clear out septic cham-
bers if needed and must audit the same.

H You travel to several states to inspect man-
ual scavenging cases and govt actions. How
does Tamil Nadu rank?

Tamil Nadu should ensure the highest mini-
mum wage (Union and state govts set different
minimum wages, and district collector also sets a
wage) applicable is given to workers. They should
have a state commission for safai karamcharis like
Gujarat, Karnataka, Tripuraand eight other states.

B What are the best practices followed by
states in preventing and acting against man-
ual scavenging?

Karnataka and Andhra state govts pay contract
workers directly and ensure provident funds and
insurance are applied, because contractors may
tend to exploit. In Pune, 1% of shops ina govt com-
mercial complex are awarded to a worker belonging
to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.

Email your feedback with name
and address to southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com



Centre doubles wheat
given to TN, more PDS
cardholders to benefit

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

COME November, a higher
number of poor and lower-mid-
dle-class population possessing
Priority Household (PHH) ration
cards will be able to receive
wheat for free from ration shops.
This will be feasible as the union
covernment has increased the
monthly wheat allocation for the
state from 8,576 MT to 17,100 LT
under the Public Distribution
System (PDS) as part of the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGEAY).

This updated allocation will
take effect from October 24 and
continue until March next yvear
Sinee January 2023, subsidised
food grain allocations to states
under National Food Security
Act(NFSA) have been referred to
as PMGEKAY allocations.

Food Secretary J Rad-
hakrishnan explained to TNIE
that the changing consumption
patterns have led to a significant
increase in wheat demand, with
consumers increasingly opting
for wheat over rice. Previously,
PHH ration card holders typi-
cally received only 2 to 3 kg of
wheat, depending on availability.
“With the new allocation, more
people will receive free wheat
now. Wheat will be supplied to
anyvone who requests it,” he
stated.

Until January last vear, the
state received a monthly alloca-
tion of 33,000 MT of wheat. After

utilising about 21,000 MT, the re-
maining stock was stored in
warehouses and adjusted to the
supply in subsequent months.
Due to a decrease in wheat culti-
vation, the Centre gradually re-
duced allocations, bringing it
down to 8,576 MT per month for
the current vear.

Out of 221 crorve ration cards,
1.12 erore holders of Antodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY) and PHH
cards are eligible to receive up to
10 kg of wheat per month in
Chennai and other district head-
guarters, while beneficiaries in
other areas can obtain up to 5 ke,
subject toavailability, The wheat
allocation will replace rice under
PMGEAY, according to the Cen-
tre. Each kg of wheat costs be-
tween T44 and 55 in the market
at present.

This announcement comes in
the wake of an increase in wheat
cultivation across several re-
gions of the country in 2023-24.
On August 21, the Tamil Nadu
Food Minister R Sakkarapani
and Secretary J Radhakrishnan
met with union minister Pralhad
Joshi and requested him to in-
crease the wheat allocation to
Tamil Nadu to 23,000 MT per
month. As TN does not produce
wheat, it relies entirely on the
Central allocations under NFSA
{now PMGEAY). Incase of short
ages, the food department pro-
cures wheat from the Food Cor-
poration of India through the
Open Market Sale Scheme.

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 September 2024, p.4
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500 beds in TN
housing facility
for Tata plant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TAMIL NADU Industrial Hous-
ing Pvt Ltd (TNIHPL) will be pro-
viding 500 beds in the Gan-
gaikondan Industrial Housing
Facility for women workforce of
Tata Power Solar Limited at SIP-
COT Industrial Park in Gan-
gaikondan in Tirunelveli
district.

A memorandum of under-
standing was signed between
TNIHPL and Tata Power Solar
Limited in the presence of In-
dustries Minister TRB Rajaa to
utilise the facilities for women
force. This state-ofthe-art hous-
ing facility will provide top-
notch amenities, including
kitchen and dining areas, recrea-
tion halls, sports courts, and
medical rooms.

The Industrial Housing facili-
tv at Gangaikondan SIPCOT In-
dustrial Park is established with
a total estimated project cost of
about F40 crore to cater to the
needs of industrial working
women in the park. This facility
is constructed with a built-up
area of 120,398 sqft, with 145
rooms (870 beds) on six acres,
furnished with cot, table and
chair, wardrobe ete,

Currently, TNIHPL isdevelop-
ing five industrial housing facili-
ties within SIPCOT Parks viz.,
Siruseri (807 beds), Gangaikon-
dan (870 beds), Shoolagiri (1495
beds), Irungattukottai (801 beds)
and Cheyyar (441 beds) with a
total capacity of 4414 beds ata
cost of ¥204.54 crore.

TPSL has established a Solar
PV cell and module manufactur-
ing facility on 313.53 acres at SIF-
COT Park, Gangaikondan, with
an investment of of 4,300 crore
and the creation of 3,000 jobs,
and 80% staft are women.

Source: The New Indian Express,
20 September 2024, p.4



EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE Municipal Administra-
tion Department has proposed
the merger of several rural
and urban local bodies with
larger nearby urban local bod-
ies. This move will expand the
size and population of 23 mu-
nicipal corporations and over
50 municipalities across vari-
ous districts in the state.

Aspartof therestructuring
plan, four municipalities, sev-
en town panchayats, and 236
village panchavats will be
merged with corporations.
Additionally, 13 town pancha-
yats and 196 village panchay-
ats will be incorporated into
nearby municipalities.

One municipality, 25 town
panchayats, and 28 village
panchayats will be merged
with Udhagamandalam,
which will also be announced
as a corporation soon, and sev-
eral municipalities. The Ud-
hagamandalam corporation
will encompass Kethi town
panchayat and four village
panchavats — Tottabetta, Nan-
janadu, Iththalar and Ullathi.

Moreover, two town pancha-
yats and 46 village panchayats
will be integrated into the re-
cently formed Tiruvannama-
lai, Namakkal, Pudukkottai,
and Karaikudi corporations.
These four corporations were
created in August.
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The merger will increase
the area and population of 19
corporations - Tambaram,
Kancheepuram, Nagercoil,
Karur, Hosur, Madurai, Coim-
batore, Cuddalore, Dindigul,
Erode, Salem, Kumbakonam,
Thanjavur, Thoothukudi,
Tiruchy, Tirunelveli, Tirup-
pur, Avadi and Sivakasi, apart
from the recently formed four
corporations.

New municipalities will be

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 September 2024, p.7

formed in 17 districts, includ-
ing Kancheepuram, Chengal-
pattu, Tiruppur, Erode, The
Nilgiris, Salem, Thanjavur,
Tiruvannamalai, Coimbatore,
Namakkal, Tirunelveli,
Tiruchy, Dharmapuri, Ka-
llakurichi, Kannivakumari,
Theni and Sivagangai.
Municipal Administration
Minister KN Nehru had an-
nounced in the Assembly ear-
lier that rural local bodies

would be merged with urban
local bodies, with the consent
of the village panchayats con-
cerned. The term of elected
representatives of several ru-
ral local bodies in the state
will conclude in December
this year. The merger with
nearby urban local bodies is
expected to improve the facili-
ties and infrastructure in
those rural areas bordering
urban centres.

TN women to power German service centre

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

WITH her long locks tucked in
inside the helmet and sporting a
gown and industry-grade safety
shoes, 22-year-old G Sowmya
from Cuddalore is busy at the
place she now calls her second
home - her work place, arguably
the first all-women construction
equipment service centreopened
by Schwing Stetter India in Poon-
amallee on Thursday

Life was not a bed of roses for
Sowmya, for she lost both par-
ents when she was quite yvoung.
And, the hectic nature of her pre-
vious job at a manufacturing
company had taken a toll on her
health. She landed at the Poon-
amalle centre as a technician
only after her health improved.

The service centre is staffed by
a team of 17 skilled women tech-

The women workforce at the service centre opened by Schwing Stetter India | exeress

nicians, most of them aged be-
tween 20 and 25. They were im-
parted three months of theory
classes and practical work for the
job. They will service and over-
haul a diverse range of concrete
pumps and mixers, which will
range from troubleshooting mal-
functions and carrying out pre-
ventive maintenance to provid-
ing comprehensive machine
servicing.

Speaking at the opening cere-

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 September 2024, p.2

mony, VG Sakthikumar, Chair-
man and MD of Schwing Stetter
India, said the company has been
consciously increasing the inclu-
sion of women in its workforce
since 2019. “Moving bevond tra-
ditional roles in human resourc-
es and accounting, we emploved
28% women in our assembly sec-
tion. In Industry 4.0, physical
strength plays a minimal role as
most processes are controlled
and automated,” he said.
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Tamil Nadu was the natural
choice to launch the first all-
women service centre due to the
state’s higher number of women
workforee, he said. The 12,000sq.
ft servicecentre was inaugurated
in the presence of Michaela
Kiichler, Consul General of the
Federal Republic of Germany.

The centre has turned home
away from home notjust for Sow-
mya. Meet3dvear-old N Aarthi,a
BE degree holder, who is also
working as atechnician. Married
at ayoung age, she decided to pur-
sue a career only after both her
children started schooling. She
initially took up a role of a teach-
ing faculty at a college, but she
said the job was hectic as it de-
manded over 12 hours of work.

“The work environment at the
centreis very friendly, and that is
motivating me to continue the
work here,” said Aarthi.



Tamil Nadu government notifies
apartment redevelopment rules

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Redevelopment of old resi-
dential complexes is ex-
pected to get a push follow-
ing the Tamil Nadu
government notifying rules
under the Apartment Ow-
nership Act, 2022.

As of now, many redeve-
lopment projects in the
State have not fructified for
a variety of reasons, in-
cluding the lack of proper
legal framework and diffe-
rences of opinion among
the owners of the apart-
ments. This holds good for
both residential complex-
es, big or small, built by
both the Housing Board
and the private sector, a
government official says.
He explained the rationale
behind the law and the
rules.

The rules provide grea-
ter clarity for builders and
flats’ owners on how to
proceed with redevelop-
ment, S. Ramaprabhu, a
member of the construc-
tion industry, says.

Early this week, the
Housing and Urban Deve-
lopment Department is-
sued an order on the for-
mulation of rules.
Redevelopment projects
will attract, through joint
development agreements,
stamp duty and registra-
tion fee.

According to the order
that runs to over 55 pages,
the consent of “not less
than” two-thirds of the
apartment owners of a gi-
ven complex is sufficient to
initiate a redevelopment
project. It has to be ex-
pressed in writing and inti-
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The rules provide greater clarity for bu
S. Ramaprabhu, a member of the construction industry, says. FILE PHOTO

mated to Chennai Metro-
politan Development
Authority (CMDA) or Direc-
torate of Town and Coun-
try Planning (DTCP) or Lo-
cal Planning Areas [which
are 26 in number, says the
DTCP website].

A minimum of four own-
ers of the apartments are
required to form an asso-
ciation in tune with the
model bye-laws, as speci-
fied. The rules stipulate
that a person, owning
more than one apartment
“shall be deemed to be one
apartment owner.” In the
case of existing associa-
tions, the bye-laws, if re-
quired, will have to be
amended in accordance
with the 2022 law and the
rules. Fees have been pre-
scribed for different stages,
including the registration
of associations and bye-
laws.

Special general meeting
For obtaining consent, a
special general meeting
has to be convened by the
board of managers of the
association. This can be

Source: The Hindu, 29 September 2024, p.8
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either suo motu or on the
basis of a request of one-
fourths of the owners. The
participation of at least
two-thirds of the apart-
ments’ owners “shall con-
stitute a quorum” for such
a meeting.

Boards of managers

In the case of the existing
associations, executive
committees will be regard-
ed as boards of managers.
Each board will consist of a
president, vice president,
secretary, treasurer and
one member representa-
tive per block or tower in a
complex.

Within 10 days of in-
forming the respective
authority, the association,
which has planned redeve-
lopment projects, will have
to send written intimation
to all the owners.

If any owner is ag-
grieved by “the manner in
which consent for redeve-
lopment has been ob-
tained,” he or she can sub-
mit his or her objection to
the authorities in 30 days
of receiving the intimation.

ilders and flats’ owners on how to proceed with redevelopment,
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Subsequently, notices will
be served to the parties
concerned and, if neces-
sary, the authority will
hold an inquiry before dis-
posing of the objection.

Redevelopment  pro-
jects can also be initiated
following the certification
of the appropriate authori-
ty that a building “is in rui-
nous condition or it may
endanger the lives of occu-
pants or any other per-
son.” In such a case, the as-
sociation in question has to
convene a special general
meeting and pass a resolu-
tion for engaging a promo-
ter or consultant for prepa-
ration of detailed project
reports.

Within 90 days of get-
ting the authority’s nod,
the promoter and the asso-
ciation will have to register
the redevelopment project
with the jurisdictional of-
fice of sub-registrar. The
rules have also dealt with
several other stages such
as handing over of vacant
property and apartment
allocation under the rede-
velopment project.



British Council, T.N. government partner
for empowering cultural industries

conducive environment
for the growth of young ar-
tists, arts, and tech compa-
nies and entrepreneurs. It
would focus in particular
on tech art, festivals, mus-
ic, and crafts to support
sustainable livelihoods and
spur digital innovation.

It has outlined key areas
of collaboration to esta-
blish a road map for future
research partnerships bet-
ween Tamil Nadu and the
U.K. over creative indus-
tries and prepare the
ground for long-term poli-
cy frameworks.

Assessing the contribu-
tion of the creative econo-

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The British Council and
Guidance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s invest-
ment promotion agency,
have partnered to empow-
er creative economy and
cultural industries of the
State.

The organisations ex-
changed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) in
the city on Thursday to
drive economic innovation
and cultural renaissance,
and encourage young ar-
tists and entrepreneurs.
The MoU is in line with the

f | I
For innovation: Oliver Ballhatchet, British Deputy High
Commissioner, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, and Ministers T.R.B.
Rajaa and Palanivel Thiaga Rajan at the event.

er, Guidance Tamil Nadu,
exchanged the MoU.

The MoU is aimed at
spotlighting the State’s

Industries T.R.B. Rajaa and
Oliver Ballhatchet MBE,
British Deputy High Com-
missioner, Tamil Nadu and

aims of Guidance Tamil Na-
du to position the State as a
premier investment desti-
nation by streamlining bu-
siness processes, said a
press release. Minister for

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2024, p.4

Puducherry, presided over
the event. Janaka Pushpa-
nathan, Director, South In-
dia, British Council, and V.
Vishnu, Managing Director
and Chief Executive Offic-

creative economy, nurtur-
ing the aspirations of its
creative professionals, and
fostering economic deve-
lopment. The collabora-
tion would help to create a

ded

my and cultural industries
towards employment gen-
eration and gross value ad-
in Tamil
among the other goals,
said the release.

Nadu is

T.N. introduces multiple checks to prevent

fraudulent registration of documents

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Registra-
tion Department has intro-
duced multiple checks to
prevent fraudulent regis-
tration of documents.
While the system of
identifying a property
owner is now on the basis
of valid identity cards and
fingerprint validation from
Aadhaar database, the de-
partment has now intro-
duced iris recognition as
part of the automatic bio-
metric identification. The
process of installing the iris
scanner in all Sub-Regis-
trar Offices was already on.
According to official
sources, the Inspector-
General of Registrations,
Dinesh Ponraj Oliver, has

directed the registering
authorities across the State
to follow the fingerprint
and iris scanning proto-
cols, along with other ex-
isting procedures, for vali-
dation of claims and
credentials.

As part of a series of in-
itiatives to prevent fraud in
registration of properties,
the sources said that to-
kens for processing regis-
trations were being issued
to sellers only when the
‘patta’ was in their name.
Also, registration of a land
would be allowed only
when the partitioned sub-
division in a Survey Num-
ber is updated online in
“TamilNilam’ database.

Authenticate records
In a related development,

Source: The Hindu, 25 September 2024, p.2

With iris recognition
introduced as part of
automatic biometric
identification, the
process is on to
install iris scanner in

Sub-Registrar Offices

P. Madhusudhan Reddy,
Director of Survey and Set-
tlement, has written to the
Registration Department
to issue necessary instruc-
tions to the registering
authorities like SROs and
District Registrars not to
insist the executants/clai-
mants who come to regis-
ter the landed properties
to furnish attested (or) cer-
tified photocopies of land
records, such as A-Register,
Chitta and Field Measure-

ment Sketch, etc., from Vil-
lage Administrative Offic-
ers at the time of
registration of properties.

Referring to instances
where sub-registrars were
asking for certified copies
of various documents at-
tested by the VAOQ, he said
that the registering author-
ities were not accepting
the downloaded version af-
ter verification, and it was
insisted to furnish physical
signature of VAO with a
stamp.

In this regard, VAOs and
other revenue officials
were told not to issue any
attested (or) certified pho-
tocopies of manuscript
land records of Rural (A-re-
gister, Chitta, FMS) and Ur-
ban Town Survey Land Re-
gister (TSLR) land records
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(excluding Natham land
records).

If any Field Measure-
ment Book copy was re-
quested by the people, the
VAOs should inform them
to take a printout
from https://eservices.tn.
gov.in.

Mr. Reddy also said that
the registration officials
were told to verify the
authenticity of the records
by scanning QR codes or
through integrated soft-
ware of ‘STAR’ and ‘Tamil-
Nilam’ websites so that re-
gistration process was
seamless, and people
were not put to difficulties
of obtaining physical co-
pies where already authen-
ticated digital land records
were available online, the
sources said.



Tamil Nadu govt. unveils
Cyber Security Policy 2.0

The Hindu Bureau
CHEMNNAI

The Cyber Security Policy
2.0, released by the Tamil
Nadu government recently,
lists the steps for ensuring
the protection of assets of
the government through
guidelines, and Standard
Operating Procedures
(SOP) for audit, com-
pliance and monitoring of
cyber threats and attacks.

The document, issued
by the Information Tech-
nology and Digital Services
Department, covers e-sign/
digital signature certificate,
e-mail security, password
policy, social media policy,
backup and recovery, and
information security audit,
among others.

The Cyber Security Poli-
cy 2.0, issued on August
23, is expected to super-
sede the Tamil Nadu Cyber
Security Policy 2020, is-
sued in September 2020.
The latest policy has incor-
porated inputs from the
Centre for Development of

Source: The Hindu, 7 September 2024, p.8

It covers e-sign/digital
signature certificate,
e-mail security,
password policy,
social media policy,
backup and recovery,
and information
security audit, etc.

Advanced Computing (C-
DAC), the Indian Institute
of Technology Madras (IIT-
M), and the Tamil Nadu e-
Governance Agency,
among others.

“Cyber Security Policy
2.0 is applicable to all State
government departments,
State Public Sector Units
and other State govern-
ment agencies functioning
under Government of Ta-
mil Nadu, which uses IT in-
frastructure, network or
digital data. CSP 2.0 is also
applicable to the relevant
stakeholders and third par-
ties (For instance, Sup-
pliers, Contractors, Con-
sultants and Partners),” a
G.0. said.

The policy aims to pro-
tect information assets of
the government (infras-
tructure, software, and ci-
tizen services), maximise
their availability to the go-
vernment and citizens,
and create an institutional
mechanism to monitor the
established infrastructure.

It is for developing a
comprehensive security
risk reduction strategy, es-
tablishing security capabil-
ities and infrastructure for
layered security of mis-
sion-critical systems and
data, and effective cyber
security measures to help
in detecting, preventing
and mitigating cyber at-
tacks. The CSP 2.0 also
mandates all State govern-
ment departments to nom-
inate officials to coordinate
with the Cyber Security In-
cident Response Team
(CSIRT) to collate informa-
tion regarding cyber secur-
ity incidents that take
place on government web-
sites/applications and IT
infrastructure.
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Councillors request Chennai
Corporation for details of 62
bus shelters to come up in city

Move follows a request from Tamil Nadu Transport Corporation and survey revealing the need

for such infrastructure. Details will be shared soon with elected representatives, says Mayor

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ouncillors have
sought ward-wise
details from Greater

Chennai Corporation with
regard to the proposal to
set up new bus shelters
across the city.

Many councillors said
that they were not in-
formed of most of the de-
velopmental work taken
up in their areas and that
they had to request for the
information from officials.
They said the request
would be made to officials
on Monday.

No information

The Corporation has pro-
posed to install new bus
shelters across all 15 zones,
with an allocated budget of
I8.46 crore. This move fol-
lows a request from the Ta-
mil Nadu Transport Corpo-
ration and a subsequent
survey revealing the need

The Chennai Corporation has proposed to install new bus shelters
across 15 zones, with an allocation of ¥8.46 crore. FILE PHOTO

for new bus shelters in 62
areas lacking the infras-
tructure.

Though the Council ap-
proved the resolution last
week, details of the areas
where new shelters would
be erected, were not
provided.

Ward 148 councillor V.V.
Giridharan said since mini-
buses plied mostly through
30-foot-wide and 20-foot-
wide single-lane roads, a

Source: The Hindu, 5 September 2024, p.3

bus shelter could be set up
near the government gen-
eral hospital near
Alwarthirunagar.

“A land with no en-
croachments can be used
for setting up the bus shel-
ter. Also, new shelters
could be put up on Patel
Road and near Nerkun-
dram,” he added.

B. Vimala, councillor of
Ward 41 which is a part of
R.K. Nagar, said bridge
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work was in progress near
Ezhil Nagar. “In case, the
TNSTC [Tamil Nadu State
Transport  Corporation]
buses cannot pass through
this area, mini-buses con-
necting Ezhil Nagar and
Moolakadai, and Sunnam-
bu Kalvai and Parrys, can
be operated. This would
help the daily wagers in the
locality. Further, the Ezhil
Nagar area has not had a
good bus shelter for many
years, and new ones would
be beneficial for the peo-
ple,” the councillor said.

Better coordination

During the general council
meeting held on Thursday,
Ward Committee Chair-
man (Zone 11) V. Rajan re-
quested that further infor-
mation be given to the
respective ward council-
lors for better coordination
with the officials. Mayor R.
Priya said ward-wise de-
tails on new bus shelters
would be shared soon.



Tamil twin epics to be
translated into 25 languages

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Text-
booksand Educational Servi-
ces Corporation has begun
work on translating the Ta-
mil twin epics Silappadika-
ram and Manimekalai into 25
foreign and Indian langua-
ges. The translations, which
are expected to be completed
in three years, will be packed
with information about the
characters, sub-stories and
flora and fauna of that pe-
riod.

Silappadikaram, the tale
of ananklet, was authored by
Ilango Adigal. Manimekalai,
a sequel to Silappadikaram,
tellsthe story of the daughter
of Kovalan and Madhavi who
later becomes a Buddhist
nun. It was authored by Seet-
halai Sathanar.

These epics elaborate on
the cultural traditions and
social tenets of the Tamils,
including integrity in public
affairs, citizen rights, excel-
lence in trade, communal
harmony, hunger eradica-
tion, prison reforms and fe-
minism.

“We have identified trans-
lation agencies, translators
and co-publishers. Wearetar-

The translations, which are
expected to be completed in
three years, will be packed with
information about the
characters, sub-stories and flora
and fauna of that period

geting to translate these
epics into at least ten langua-
ges before the second World
Classical Tamil Conference
inJune 2025,” said T Sankara
Saravanan, joint director
(translations) of Tamil Nadu
Textbooks and Educational
Services Corporation.

The corporation is plan-
ning to translate the epics in-
to 13 world languages — Eng-
lish, French, Spanish, Ara-
bic, Russian, German, Chine-
se, Japanese, Korean, [talian,
Portuguese, Malay and Tur-
kish. Thel2Indianlanguages
include Assamese, Bengali,
Hindi, Gujarati, Malayalam,
Telugu, Punjabi, Odiya, Kan-
nada and Marathi.

“There are around 50 cha-
racters in Silappadikaram.
But most people know only
about a few characters. The
epic details the five types of
Tamil land, lifestyles and cul-
ture, and the flora and fauna

Source: The Times of India, 18 September 2024, p.4

of that era. We are planning
to provide information about
the flora and fauna as an an-
nexure to these transla-
tions,” headded.
Manimekalai is the only
epic belonging to Buddhism
in any language. Manimeka-
lai uses AkshayaPatra(anin-
exhaustible vessel) to eradi-
cate hunger. Itdetails various
religious practices of that ti-
me. The state govt has alloca-
ted T2 crore for the transla-
tion project in the budget.
The corporation plans to
release 60 children’s textbo-
oks translated from 12 count-
ries across the world in No-
vember. “We are translating
the Sherlock Holmes volu-
mes into Tamil to introduce
the detective novel to Tamil
readers. It would be popular
among Tamil students,” San-
kara Saravanan said. The
corporation plans to release
160 translated works in Nov.
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