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Irrigation:

Mot only has the State attained the
fullest use of its water resources for
agriculture as noted in the State section,
it faces a very-real preblem with regard 1o
increasing its well irrigation facilitics.
In some areas like Coimbatore and Salem
the optimum oumber of wells have been
constructed and any further increase will
simply lower the water table. The need for
~ a State water council to regulate exploitas
tion of our water resources is reiterated.
Four of the seven major irrigation works
are located in the dry land areas of Palani
and Dindigul taluks and when completed
. will irrigate 2 lakh acres. The Eovernment
is 1ssuing identity cards to farmers for the
regular provision of diesel for their pump-
sets which Is one replacement of the
declining power supply available to agri-
culture in the State.

Adiseshiah, M. S. (1974, October).
Editorial—Some highlights. Bulletin:
Madras Development Seminar Series,
4(10), 577-604.

Salem Steel :

Despite the assurance given by the
Chairman of SAIL {See Vol. IV page 496)
that Salem's minimom needs of Rs. 12
erores for this year will be met, the Supple-
mentary Budget makes clear that Salem’™s
allocation for this year will remain- at
Rs. 3 crores. The additional Rs. 37
grores for steel productionin the Supe-
plementary Budget has been earmarked
for Bhilai expansion (Rs. 27.5 crores)
Bokaro escalating costs (Rs. 22.5 crores)
Rouorkela's welded pipe plant (Rs. 3 crores)
NMDC (Rs. 2.1 crores) and I[ISCO
and HNC (Rs. 1 crore)—This means
that Salem's work scheme will have
to be rephased and the time schedole for
seiting it up delayed by about a year.
This is uneconomical as costs are esca-
latipg and the Salem team now visiting
Eurcpe to contract for the plapts’ techno-
logy will be faced with higher costs.

(...continued on back cover inside)



AP overtakes Tamil Nadu in gross
market borrowings in April-July

State of borrowings

West Bengal, Punjab, and AP clock maximum
growth in borrowings in April-July 2024

Sindhu Hariharan
Chennai

Data on gross market bor-
rowings of States during
April-July 2024 show that
Andhra Pradesh (AP) with
¥37,000 crore of borrowings
between April and July 2024
is the top borrower, followed
by Tamil Nadu (TN) in
second spot with ¥33,000
crore. While AP grew its bor-
rowing by 25 per cent YoY,
TN reduced it 18 per cent.
DATA FOCLUS.

Rajasthan (%25,500
crore), Punjab (321,693
crore) and  Telangana
(21,000 crore) are the other
three States that make up the
top five borrowers in April-
July 2024. In the 10th spot is
Jammu and Kashmir, whose
borrowing grew almost
three-fold in the four
months at 7,800 crore,
likely in preparation for its
polls as expenses outpaced
revenue.

West Bengal grew its bor-
rowings the most with a 92
per cent rise during the four-
month period at ¥12,500
crore.

On the other hand, Maha-
rashtra went slow on bor-
rowings at just around
16,000 crore.

These relate to State bor-
rowings from the market
through State Development
Loans (SDLs) and these typ-
ically account for around 75
per cent of their total bor-
rowing. The remaining is
funded from loans from the
Centre.

INDICATIVE CALENDAR
Comparing SDLs in FY25
with total budgeted borrow-
ings shows that AP and Tel-
angana have already bor-
rowed more than one-third
of their total budgeted bor-
rowing as of July 2024 at 46
per cent and 34 per cent re-
spectively.

TN, which has been the
top borrower among States
for at least three fiscals,

Top 10 States

Andhra 29,500 (25
Pradesh 37,000 -

Tamil Nadu| 33,000 el !
Rajasthan 25,500 ?4
Punjab
Telangana
| 29,000/ 45"
Maharashtra 16,000 i
12,500 .-
Kerala : (16
14,500 April-July 2023
6,500 (92) ;
West Bengal 12,5002 @ April-July 2024
2 12,000 > Growth in
Haryana 12,000 borrowings
y-0-y (%)

Jammu & 2,700 isé}:

Kashmir UT _7,300‘

AP & Telangana have utilised over a third of
budgeted borrowings threugh SDLs as of July

50

40

30

20

10

0__@
g
<5

<

5§
s
&
g
>
<«

SDLs as a % of total budgeted borrowings
April-July 2023

@ April-July 2024

Source: RBI, State budgets

seems to have gone slow on
SDLs in FY25, borrowing
just 23 per cent of budgeted
levels, compared with 30 per
cent in the same period last
year.

However, the indicative
calendar of States’ market
borrowings for October-
December 2024 suggests
that Tamil Nadu will borrow
329,000 crore, while Andhra
Pradesh wants to borrow
12,000 crore in Q3 FY25
and Telangana plans to raise
7,400 crore.

Paras Jasrai, Senior Eco-

nomic Analyst, India Ratings

and Research, said borrow- -

ings by AP and Telangana are
likely to be higher because

growth in revenue receiptsis -

slowing this fiscal.

“Capex spending has been
on the lower side for TN,
along with pick-up in rev-
enue growth in the State,
leading to lower borrow-
ings.” AP’s revenue receipts
during April-August 2024
were around 56,000 crore,
compared with 70,000
crore in the same period last
fiscal, as per CAG data.

Economy

Source: Business Line, 2 October 2024, p.2
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Metro Phase-II will be ‘central’ project, union govt
to fund 65% of 363,246 crore, says finance ministry

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE union government will
fund 5% of the estimated cost
of T63,246 crore of the Chennai
Metro Phase-II project, which
will add up to over 41,000 crore,
the finance ministry said on
Saturday. This will include the
entire required loan of 33,593
crore, besides the equity and
subordinate debt of ¥7,425
crore. The balance 35% or
22,000 crore of the estimated
cost will be financed by the state
government.

The nomenclature of the
project has now been changed
to ‘central sector” project from
‘state sector’ project as per the
request of the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment, a release from the fi-
nance ministry said on
Saturday

The loans taken from multi-
lateral and bilateral develop-

ment agencies will be treated as
loans to the union government
and will be provided directly to
the Chennai Metro Rail Limited
{CMRL) from the union budget,
the release said.

So far, the project was being
implemented as a ‘state sector’
project with the responsibility
of the project financing being
primarily on the government
of Tamil Nadu to the extent of
almost 90% of the cost. The role
of the central government was
to finance 10% of the cost, ex-
cluding land cost and few other
items as per the Metro Rail Pal-
icy 2017. However, the centre
had also assisted the state in
mobilisation of 32,548 crore as
loans from bilateral and multi-
lateral agencies to the state di-
rectly, of which about 6,100
crore has been utilised so far.
Before the approval of the
project by the centre, the re-

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 October 2024, p.3

sponsibility of providing orar-
ranging the loan financing for
theproject wason the state gov-
ernment. The Union Cabinet's
approval has freed up budget-
ary resources of the state gov-
ernment to finance other devel-
opment activities to the extent
of 33,593 crore, the finance
ministry said.

g -

“In pursuance of the Cabi-
net's approval, the Ministry of
Finance will be approaching bi-
lateral and multilateral agen-
cies, namely Japan Internation-
al Cooperation Agency, Asian
Development Bank, Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank and
New Development Bank for re-
negotiating the loan and project
agreements,” the ministry said.

The responsibility of repay-
ment of the loan will be on the
company (CMRL). The repay-
ment would normally start aft
ter a moratorium of atleast five
vears, Le., more or less after the
completion of the project. “In
the event of CMRL not being in
a position to repay the loan, it
would be the obligation of the
state government to provide fi-
nancial support to the company
to enable the repayment in
those vears,” the ministry
said.

"’/Sigh of relief for TN as Centre clears ¥63,246 cr for Phase I1 of Chennai !

TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

There will be a sigh of relief
for Tamil Nadu with the
Union Cabinet, on Thursday,
approving the second phase
of the ¥63,246 crore Chennai
Metro project, fulfilling a
long pending demand from
the State government to the
Centre.

“Thank you, Hon’ble PM
@narendramodi, for accept-
ing our request during my
last meeting with you and ap-
proving the second phase of
the Chennai Metro Rail Pro-
ject. This long pending de-
mand of the people of Tamil
Nadu having been addressed
now, we are confident of
completing the project at the
~.

earliest !” Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin said in a
social media message.

Till now, the Centre con-
sistently maintained that it
was a State project and that
the responsibility rested with
the State government to
manage it.

In a recent interaction
with The Hindu Group, the
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to a
query on Phase-II of the
Chennai Metro, mentioned
that if there were to be an
equity contribution from the
Centre, it would likely be
around ¥7,400 crore. How-
ever, in 2018, it was con-
sciously decided by the State
(Tamil Nadu) government to
have it as a State-sector pro-

/

Source: Business Line, 4 October 2024, p.11

ject. If you (TN) have de-
cided this to be a State sector
project, then, the duty of the
Centre, particularly the De-
partment of Economic Af-
fairs, would be to help the
State in getting an interna-
tional loan.

However, the approval by
the Union Cabinet on
Thursday comes after Chief
Minister MK Stalin met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last Friday to release
the Union Government’s
share for Phase 2 of the
jointly implemented Chen-
nai Metro Rail project.

Stalin noted that several .

States, that initiated their
Metro projects after Tamil
Nadu had already received
their funds.

The approval by the Union Cabinet comes after Chief Minister
MK Stalin met Prime Minister Narendra Modi last Friday

CM’S MEMORANDUM

On the Chennai Metro Rail
project, the Chief Minister, in
the memorandum presented
to Prime Minister Modi in
Delhi, said that the progress

of the project slowed down
due to the fiscal constraints
faced by the State govern-
ment. Last year, due to lim-
ited fiscal space, the State
government had to instruct

TENVol. | Issue 6 | October 2024 | Page 2

CMRL to slow down the pace
of work and take a budget cut
from 10,000 crore to 39,000
crore. The slowdown from
last year is impacting the cur
rent financial year as well,
limiting the project ex-
penditure to 8,000 crore.
Consequently, the commis
sioning dates of various
stages are being delayed by
almost a year, pushing the
completion  date  from
December 2027 to December
2028. This will lead to time
and cost overruns.

For phase II of the project,
CMRL needs to secure a prin
cipal debt of ¥33,593 crore
and a subordinate debt of
17,434 crore. Without cor
responding equity contribu
tion, this will result in an un



392K cr credit linkages
given to women SHGs in
last three years: Udhaya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

DEPUTY Chief Minister Udhay-
anidhi Stalin on Monday said
the DMK government has ex-
ceeded the previous AIADME
government in giving credit
linkages to women self-help
oToUpSs.

“During the 10 vears of Al-
ADMEK rule between 2011 and
2021, asum of T84,815 crore was
siven as credit linkages to
women SHGs. But during the
past three years of the DMK
sovernment, 92 000 crore have
been given. In just three years,
the Dravidian model govern-
ment has given more than the
credit linkage given in the last
10 years of the previous gov-
ernment,” he said.

He was speaking at a function
to present the Manimegalai
Awards for2022-23and 2023-24 to
70 SHGs and federations by the
Tamil Nadu Corporation for De-
velopment of Women. Udhaya-
nidhi presented ¥1.18 crore in
award money, appreciation cer-
tificates and credit linkages to
the tune of ¥30.20 crore to 6,135
members of 516 women SHGs.
He gave away banker awards for
the performance of banks and
their branches in providing

Q

During 10 years of AIADMK rule
between 2011 and 2021, a sum of
#84,B15 crore alone was given as
credit linkages to women SHGs

Udhayanidhi Stalin

credit linkages SHGs.

“Honouring the sisters of
women self-help groups is the
first programme I am attending
after taking over as the deputy
CM. A child, whenever gets an
award or a prize, used to run to
the mother toshow it to herfirst.
Similarly, after assuming the big
responsibility of deputy chief
minister, I have come to see you,
mothers,” Udhayvanidhi Stalin
said.

In Tamil Nadu, about 4.73 lakh

SHGs arefunctioning under the
Rural Livelihood Mission and
Urban Livelihood Mission. In
the last three yvears alone, a total
of 1,25,750 new women SHGs
with 14,91,985 members have
been formed.
Udhavanidhi said the Manimeg-
alai Awards, which were given
during the previous DMK gov-
ernment, were not given for the
last 10 vears. The present gov-
ernment has resumed it.

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 October 2024, p.4
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Agriculture

Discrepancy crops up in data on T.N.s offtake of foodgrains

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Discrepancy seems to cha-
racterise the official data
concerning Tamil Nadu’s
offtake (drawal) of rice and
wheat as compared to the
State’s allocation, at least
for the month of
September.

According to the food-
grains bulletin prepared by
the Department of Food
and Public Distribution
(DFPD) in the Union go-
vernment for September
2024 (which was uploaded
on the department’s web-
site on October 11), the off-
take figures for rice were
90,923 tonnes for the AAY
(Antyodaya Anna Yojana -
the poorest of the poor) ca-
tegory of beneficiaries, and
2,92,766 tonnes for the

¥

The mismatch pertains to Tamil Nadu's offtake of rice and wheat as compared to the State’s allocation.

PHH, as against allocations
of 2,609 tonnes and 5,967
tonnes. They constituted
100.18% and 99.54%, res-
pectively. The issue is not
over the figures of alloca-
tion, but the offtake.

The two categories —
AAY and PHH - have been
covered under the Nation-
al Food Security Act
(NFSA), which stipulates
that AAY cardholders are
entitled to 35 kg of food-
grains per family per
month, and PHH cardhol-
ders 5 kg per person per
month.

When asked whether
there was any specific rea-
son for exceeding the allo-
cated quantity for the two

PHH (Priority Household)
category, as against alloca-
tions of 62,622 tonnes and
1,43,203 tonnes, respec-

Source: The Hindu, 17 October 2024, p.6

South TN. fares better in

tively. In terms of propor-
tion, the offtake figures re-
presented 145.19% and
204.44% of the allocations,

T. Ramakrishnan

respectively. Likewise, in
respect of wheat, the fi-
gures were 2,614 tonnes for
AAY and 5,939 tonnes for

categories, officials of the
State Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department deny the
suggestion that the State

of 11 cm and 16 cm.

storage in irrigation tanks

Capacity check

Alook at the status of irrigation tanks in Tamil Nadu

tanks (100%) 99%. 75% 50% 25% | capacity
North (11 districts) 3,837 157 296 506 1,059 1,585 224
Central (9 districts) 2,171 200 332 379 404 60 96
West (8 districts) 435 76 40 29 35 62 193
South (10 districts) 7,696 789 1,307 1,295 1,226 2,126 953 .
Total 14,139 1,222 1,975 2,209 2,724 4,543 1,466 marf,

North: Chennai,
Chengalpattu, Cuddalore,
Kallakurichi, Kancheepuram,
Tiruvallur, Ranipet,
Tirupattur, Tiruvannamalai,
Vellere and Villupuram

West: Coimbatore,
Dharmapuri,
Erode, Krishnagiri,
Namakkal, Salem,
The Nilgiris and
Tiruppur

Central: Ariyalur,
Karur, Mayiladuthurai,
Nagapattinam,
Perambalur,
Pudukottai, Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur and Tiruchi

South: Dindigul,
Kanniyakumari, Madurai,
Ramanathapuram,
Sivaganga, Tenkasi, Theni,
Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli

and Virudhunagar

The storage position at 30 dams and reservoirs in T.N.

Combined
capacity
(in tmcft)

Total storage

(in tmcft)

224.297 141.992

Proportion of

total storage

to combined
capacity

63.31%

*As on October 21, 2024

COMPILED BY T. RAMAKRISHNAN, BASED ON DISTRICT-WISE DATA PROVIDED BY THE STATE WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

CHENNAI

Two southern districts —
Madurai and Kanniyaku-
mari — account for 50% of
the irrigation tanks in the
State that have reached
their capacity.

As many as 1,222 tanks
across the State were full,
as on October 21. Of them,
302 and 310 tanks were in
Madurai and Kanniyaku-
respectively. This
could be attributed to the
amount of rainfall received
by the two districts in the
past couple of months.
During the southwest mon-
soon  (June-September),
Madurai and Kanniyaku-
mari recorded 31 cm and
50 cm, respectively, as
against the anticipated fi-
gures of 30 cm and 49 cm.
Since October 1, the two
districts have received 22
cm and 11 cm, respectively,
as against the normal share

This time, the northeast
monsoon set in on October
15 — almost a week ahead
of the conventional date
(October 20).

However, the number of
tanks that were full consti-
tuted about 8% of the total
number of tanks — 14,139.
Kanniyakumari, which has
the largest number of
tanks, at 2,040, is better
placed than Sivaganga
(1,459), as the storage at
75% of its tanks ranges
from 50% to 100%. In the
case of the other southern
district, it is only 40%.

In fact, these three dis-
tricts have increased the
southern region’s tally to
such an extent that the
share of the region varies
from 58% to 66% vis-a-vis
other regions in respect of
relatively higher storage
(from 51% to 100%).

In the rest of the south-
ern region, the storage at a

Source: The Hindu, 22 October 2024, p.6
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has drawn beyond the allo-
cation. In support of their
claim, they cite the data, as
provided under the Inte-
grated Management Public
Distribution System
(IMPDS), which also be-
longs to the DFPD.
According to the ofh-
cials, the data reveal that
the State’s offtake figures
for rice and wheat for the
two categories for Septem-
ber 2024 were within the
norms. As per the IMPDS,
the figures for AAY and
PHH in the case of rice

were 60,736 tonnes
(96.99% of the allocation)
and 1,29,564  tonnes
(90.48%). As regards

wheat, the numbers were
475 tonnes (18.21% of the
allocation) and 3,646
tonnes (61.10%) for AAY
and PHH, respectively.

majority of the tanks is not
even half. The other three
regions — north, central
and west — are awaiting
spells of heavy rain during
the current monsoon, in
view of a large number of
their tanks having less than
50% storage. In the north,
the number of such tanks
is 2,878 out of a total of
3,837; in the central region,
1,260 out of 2,171; and in
the west, 290 out of 435.
Meanwhile, a perusal of
the data on the storage at
dams and reservoirs, in-
cluding those supplying
water to Chennai, reveals
that the existing storage is
around 63% of the com-
bined capacity. Of about
224 thousand million cubic
feet (tmcft), the total stor-
age is nearly 142 tmcft. Re-
servoirs in the Cauvery sys-
tem - Mettur,
Bhavanisagar and Amara-
vati — account for the lion’s
share of around 86 tmcft.



Conservation effort: The 230-crore project will also help deter encroachments in
waterbodies after their boundaries are geotagged. FILE PHOTO

T.N. govt. to launch digital
database portal for water
management by December

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The State government will roll
out the digital database portal of
the Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Information and Management
System by December, said K. Ma-
nivasan, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Water Resources Depart-
ment, on Friday here at the
Aquasouth Summit ‘South Wave:
Transforming Water Challenges
into Opportunities’.

Speaking at the event organ-
ised by the Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII), he listed va-
rious projects being
implemented by the government
and said the portal would serve
as a comprehensive repository of
data on waterbodies, such as de-
tails on storage capacity and wa-
ter quality, and enable public ac-
cess to realtime data and
enhance awareness.

The portal will leverage tech-
nology for effective water re-
sources management and con-
servation.

The Z30-crore project will also
help deter encroachments in wa-
terbodies after their boundaries
are geotagged, with the corres-
ponding data uploaded to the
portal.

Mr. Manivasan also said the
groundwater wing of the Water

Resources Department was
working on the I68-crore real-
time flood forecasting system for
the Chennai basin.

The data from a network of
sensors in waterbodies and rain
gauges will be used to assess and
mitigate urban floods using va-
rious forecasting models. This
will also be completed by Decem-
ber, and residents can access the
system for information on street-
level flooding,.

Explaining the comprehen-
sive flood control master plan for
Chennai being developed in
cooperation with the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency (JI-
CA), he said the plan, comprising
various short-term and long term
interventions to reduce the im-
pact of erratic monsoons, was
likely to be submitted by the end
of this year.

Earlier, Chris Hodges, US Con-
sul General, Chennai, stressed
the need for partnerships bet-
ween industries and organisa-
tions to tackle the impact of un-
predictable monsoons and
climate change.

Vanitha Mohan, co-chair, CII-
Southern Region (CII-SR) Task
Force on Sustainability and ESG
Agenda, Usha Subramaniam,
country president, Grundfos
Pumps Limited, and others also
spoke at the event.

Source: The Hindu, 26 October 2024, p.8

Will take steps to
implement Cauvery
Surplus Water Project
in Dharmapuri: T.N.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Thursday said it
would undertake neces-
sary steps after legal scruti-
ny to implement the Cauv-
ery Surplus Water Project
to fill up waterbodies in
Dharmapuri district “with-
out affecting the interests
of farmers.”

In the light of long-term
demand of the farmers to
implement the Cauvery
Surplus Water Project, the
State government said the
Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) was exploring
the possibility of diverting
surplus water near Nerup-
pur in Pennagaram taluk.

Pending projects

“While various cases relat-
ing to different projects for
utilising surplus water on
the basis of the Cauvery

Water Disputes Tribunal
verdict and the Supreme
Court judgment are pend-
ing in various stages, the
Tamil Nadu government
will undertake necessary
concrete measures to im-
plement the demands
without affecting the inter-
ests of farmers,” the go-
vernment said.

Hours before protest
The State government’s of-
ficial release was issued on
Thursday evening, hours
ahead of the protest an-
nounced by the PMK over
the issue.

The release also listed
out various measures be-
ing taken by the Agricultu-
ral Engineering Depart-
ment, Department of
Horticulture and Planta-
tion Crops, WRD, among
others for the welfare of
farmers in Dharmapuri dis-
trict.

Source: The Hindu, 4 October 2024, p.4
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Storage in city reservoirs to get a boost
as Krishna water discharge improves

Water discharge was reduced from A.P. owing to heavy rainfall last week and it has been stepped up for the past two days

now. The city has received a maximum Krishna water flow of 300 cusecs so far, since its release on Sept. 23, say officials

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

rishna water flow
Kinro Chennai that
had dwindled to a

trickle, improved from
Monday. It comes as a vital
source, especially when
the city reservoirs have
low storage, and the North-
east monsoon has been
weak for a few days now.

The State’s entry point
of Kandaleru Poondi canal
received nearly 240 cubic
feet per second (cusecs) of
Krishna water on Monday
and about 200 cusecs
flowed into Poondi reser-
voir after seepage and
evaporation loss.

Water released from
Kandaleru reservoir in
Andhra Pradesh is signifi-
cant now to boost the stor-
age in city reservoirs that
feed drinking water to the
city. They now have a com-
bined storage of 41.3% that

would last for a few
months.
Officials of the Water Re-

sources Department said
the water discharge was re-
duced from Andhra Pra-

The State’s entry point of Kandaleru Poondi canal received nearly

240 cusecs of Krishna water on Monday. FILE PHOTO

desh owing to heavy rain-
fall last week and it has
been stepped up for the
past two days now. The ci-
ty has received a maxi-
mum Krishna water flow of
300 cusecs so far, since its
release on September 23.
“We expect the water dis-
charge to be stepped up to
500-600 cusecs in the next
few days. Krishna water

has added storage of nearly
791 million cubic feet
(mcft) to the reservoirs.
This is equal to 20 days of
drinking water supply,”
said an official.

While the reservoirs
need another 3,000-4,000
mcft of water to reach a
comfortable storage posi-
tion and sustain daily
drinking water supply,

Chennai continues

to experience hot
weather with the day
temperature

remaining 4 degrees
Celsius above normal

WRD expects to receive at
least 2,000 million cubic
feet of Krishna water this
time. “We will decide on
seeking more Krishna wa-
ter depending on the NE
monsoon rainfall to aug-
ment resources,” the offi-
cial added.

Hot weather in city
Meanwhile, Chennai conti-
nues to be one of the hot
places in the State with the
day temperature staying
four degree Celsius above
normal on Monday. Both
the weather stations in
Nungambakkam and Mee-
nambakkam recorded 35.2
degree Celsius and 35.5 de-
gree Celsius. Madurai air-
port recorded the hottest
temperature of 36.4 degree
Celsius for the day in the
State.

According to Regional

Meteorological ~ Centre,
rainfall activity may pick
up marginally from Octob-
er 31 and there are chances
of isolated heavy rainfall in
a few interior districts on
November 1. The prevail-
ing northerly/northwester-
ly winds and lack of cloud
cover have led to the swel-
tering heat for the past few
days.

Normal in monsoon

Y.E.A.Raj, former Deputy
Director General of Meteo-
rology, Chennai, noted
that such prolonged dry
spells interspersed with
rise in day temperature
were normal during NE
monsoon. “Cyclone Dana
that moved north had led
to northwesterly winds.
Usually, wind flow reverses
to seasonal easterlies in
two or three days. This
time, the reversal is slow
and pressure over south
Bay of Bengal is slightly
high and led to increase in
day temperature.” he said.
Meteorologists expect the
easterlies to revive in No-
vember and rainfall to pick
up after November 3 or 4.

Source: The Hindu,

29 October 2024, p.4

40% of land acquisition completed
for Cauvery-vaigai-Gundar link: CM

The work on the project began in 2008, when the DMK was in power. After the AIADMK came to power, it was put in cold

storage. At the fag end of its tenure, the AIADMK govt. said that it would restart the project, but it never took off: Stalin

The Hindu Bureau \ ‘
RAMANATHAPURAM 1

Source: The Hindu,

31 October 2024, p.6

amil Nadu Chief
I Minister M.K. Sta-
lin said on Wed-

nesday that 40% of land
acquisition for the Cauv-
ery-Vaigai-Gundar linking
project had been complet-
ed.

Interacting with jour-
nalists after paying floral
tributes at the memorial at
Pasumpon in Ramanath-
apuram district on the
117th Thevar Jayanthi and
62nd guru puja of free-
dom fighter Muthuramal-
inga Thevar, he said the
work would be expedited.

The project was a non-
starter for over five de-
cades.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Mr. Stalin said that in
2008, when M. Karuna-
nidhi was the Chief Minis-
ter, the project took
shape, and the work com-
menced. “However, after
the AIADMK came to pow-
er, it was put in cold stor-
age. At the fag end of their
tenure, they said they
would restart it; but the
project never took off,
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic cited as the rea-
son,” he said.

Land acquisition was
under way after the DMK
returned to power. About
40% of the land acquisi-
tion had been completed,
and the process would be
expedited, he said.

The Chief Minister said

Inremembrance: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin and other leaders pay homage to freedom fighter

Muthuramalinga Thevar at Pasumpon village in Ramanathapuram on Wednesday. L BALACHANDAR

that the DMK government
had celebrated Muthura-
malinga Thevar’s centen-
ary year in 2007 in a grand
manner. Recalling the
words of former Chief Mi-
nister M. Karunanidhi, he
said, “Pasumpon Muthu-
ramalinga Thevar was
born brave and lived
bravely. Even after his de-
mise, he is portrayed as a
symbol of bravery.” “Pay-
ing tributes to him at his
native village gives me im-
mense satisfaction as Pa-
sumpon Muthuramalinga
Thevar dedicated himself
to the freedom and uplift
of the people of the back-
ward region,” Mr. Stalin
said.

He said that in memory
of Muthuramalinga The-
var, the DMK government

had installed a bronze sta-
tue of him in Madurai and
built a mani mandapam at
Pasumpon. There are go-
vernment arts and science
colleges, named after the
leader, in Melaneelithanal-
lur, Kamudi, and Usilam-
patti, he said. The DMK go-
vernment had named a
bridge at Andalpuram in
Madurai after Muthura-
malinga Thevar, besides
an educational trust at
Alagappa University in Ka-
raikudi. Recently, the go-
vernment built a waiting
hall for visitors, at a cost of
.55 crore, which was
dedicated to those visiting
Pasumpon, he said.

Fishermen woes
Asked about the issues of
fishermen of this region,
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the Chief Minister said his
government had been urg-
ing the Union government
to find a permanent solu-
tion. “During my visits to
New Delhi, I keep raising
the matter with the Prime
Minister [Narendra Modi].
1 have also been taking it
up with the Minister for
External Affairs [S. Jaish-
ankar]. There is no diffe-
rence of opinion on this is-
sue as it is a matter of
livelihood of the fisher-
men. The problem has to
be resolved permanently.
‘We will strive to achieve
it,” he added.

Ministers I. Periasamy,
K.K.S.S.R. Ramachandran,
Thangam Thennarasu, Ra-
ja Kannappan, KR. Peria-
karuppan, P. Moorthy, Pa-
lanivel Thiaga Rajan,

The Chief Minister
said that the DMK

government had
celebrated
Muthuramalinga

Thevar’s centenary
year in 2007 in a
grand manner

T.R.B. Rajaa, Geetha Jee-
van, and Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi, as well as
MPs, MLAs, and local bo-
dy representatives paid
homage to the freedom
fighter at the memorial.
Earlier in the day, Mr. Sta-
lin garlanded the Thevar
statue at Goripalayam in
Madurai.

AIADMK general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palanis-
‘wami, former Chief Minis-
ter O. Panneerselvam, and
others paid their respects.

Elaborate security ar-
rangements were made at
Pasumpon and surround-
ing villages in view of the
Chief Minister’s visit.

Director-General of Pol-
ice Shankar Jiwal, ADGP
(Law and Order) Davidson
Devasirwatham, Inspec-
tor- General of Police
(South Zone) Prem Anand
Sinha, Ramanathapuram
Collector Simranjeet
Singh Kahlon, DIG Abinav
Kumar, and SP G. Chan-
deesh were present.

Governor R.N. Ravi
paid floral tributes to the
portrait of Muthuramalin-
ga Thevar at the Raj Bha-
van in Chennai.



Middlemen, Vendors Make A Killing In Festive Season As Demand Rises; Homemakers Forced To Pay More

Pics: C Suresh Kumar & A Prathan

OPEN LOOT: VEGGIES,
FRUITS & FLOWERS!
PRICES SHOOT UP;

PAY UP:
Almost all
vegetables
and fruits
were being
soldata
higher rate
than what
they cost
during non-
festive days

TIMES VIEW

he budget-conscious middle and lower-middle

class families being virtually thrown to the
wolves is a familiar festival-time spectacle. This year
is no different. Prices of vegetables, flowers, fruits,
travel and anything essential have shot through the
roof. Demand-supply dynamics alone can't be
blamed, as this is an artificial inflation that hurts the
spirit of celebration. Govt cannot stay mum, as if it
has no role at all in reining in prices, because the
price rise is not organic or natural. With no climate
factor or other supply disruptions, prices cannot
suddenly skyrocket overnight, unless this is done by
middlemen. The govt is bound to prevent such
blatant profiteering by the Koyambedu mafia and
insulate households from being bled during festivals.
Increasing the number of well-stocked govt outlets,
plying more buses and trains and warning bus
operators and vendors are possible solutions.

Source: The Times of India, 10 October 2024, p.2

Team TOI

iwali arrived early

for flower and fruit

vendors, who made

a Kkilling with the

festive sale, but the
skyrocketing prices burned
a hole in pockets of several
families of the city.

The cost of flowers, fruits
and vegetables has more than
doubled on the eve of Ayudha
Puja. Shenbagavalli R, a moth-
er of three from Mogappair, is
among those feeling the pinch.
Her family’s weekly grocery
bill has ballooned from 1,500
to %3,500, forcing them to be
more frugal. “This is looting,”
she exclaimed. “We always set
aside extra money for festivi-
ties, but this year, we're forced
to spend double.”

Vendors, however, jus-
tify the price hike, cit-
ing increased costs
and efforts to
procure goods.
Sundari R, a

flower seller
in Tiruman-
galam, said

buying flowers
from wholesal-
ers has become
a struggle. “I
started business
late today, and I
must make up for lost
customers,” she said. While
admitting to making more
money during festivals, she re-
vealed that her profit margins
have increased significantly.
“I usually buy a small packet
of jasmine for ¥130 and sell
them for 2150. Today, the same
pack cost 2240. I sell them for
2280,” she said.

Fruit and vegetable ven-
dors concur with her. “This
is our Diwali,” said wholesale
flower vendor Mukkaiah S,
who has a shop in Koyambedu.

“We know our customers will
be forced to buy. Products we
sell have a shelf life,” he said.

While consumer activists
demand better monitoring
and a ceiling on the price hike,
vendors are asking govt to li-
aise with farmers to increase
supply of vegetables and
fruits, so that the price can be
lowered. “There is a reduction
in arrival of vegetables such
as tomatoes and onions into
the state,” said Elumamalai E,
a wholesale vendor.

The Koyambedu
wholesale mar-
ket, which
sources
vegeta-
bles from
neigh-
bouring
districts

a n
states,
has seen
a signifi-
cant drop in
arrivals. To-
matoes, usually
sold for 280, now fetch
up to 2100, while onions have
risen from %50 to ¥70. N Muth-
ukumar, a vendor, said tomato
and onion harvest season is
ending, and farmers are shift-
ing to other crops. “Prices will
likely remain high until the
northeast monsoon sets in,”

he said.

Amidst the price hike,
there is some respite - win-
ter vegetables such as beans
and carrots may see a price
drop soon.

PRICE CHECKLIST

Fig.in¥
DA
> - RETAIL
Minimum ] Maximum
FLOWER
Rose 160 240 280 300
Samandi 180 260 300 320
Jasmine (*seru) | 150 240 280 310
Oleander (arali) | 250 370 400 430
Oleander Hybrid | 200 360 400 430
Apple 300 259 350 450
Orange 200 135 240 260
Banana 120 90 120 140
Guava (big) 200 150 230 250
Mosambi 60 50 80 100
Pomegranate 300 300 400 420
Carrot 70 50 80 90
Onion 40 30 50 70
Beans 120 110 150 170
Tomatoes 80 50 70 100
60 100 120
NOT A FARMERS’ MARKET
A dealer sells produce to wholesalers at
the farmers’ market in districts. Vendors
say dealers pay farmers less than half
what they charge
LAST
OTHER POOJA ITEM week NOW
Banana plant (Small) | 25  Himachalapple 20kg 1,500 2,500
Bamanaleaf |25 Jasmine from
temon |20 Tiruvallur 10kg 4,000 10,500
W— Jasmine (mullai) 10kg 200 400
(Hanging) 20 Champak 10kg 100 250
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State files GI tag
applications for
3 food products

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Food Pro-
cessing and Agri Export
Promotion  Corporation
(TNAPEx) has filed an ap-
plication seeking Geo-
graphical Indications (GI)
tag for three food products
from Tamil Nadu — the Ra-
manathapuram panang-
karkandu, Kovilpatti see-
val, and Ramanathapuram
pattarai karuvadu. The
NABARD Madurai Agri Bu-
siness Incubation Forum
(MABIF) was the facilitator
who did the groundwork
and collated details per-
taining to these products.
The application was filed
by Intellectual property
Rights (IPR) Attorney P.
Sanjai Gandhi.

“Tamil Nadu has lot of
regional food products,
and we want to get recogni-
tion for them,” K. Ganesh-
moorthy, CEO of NABARD
MABIF, told The Hindu. He
said the forum had been
actively implementing va-
rious initiatives to promote
products that had received
GI tags. “We are helping
them with branding, mar-
keting, and promotional
work. We want their busi-
ness to grow,” he added.

The Ramanathapuram
panangkarkandu (crystal
palm sugar) has been pro-
duced in this region for ov-
er 300 years. Ramanathap-
uram district in Tamil

Nadu is a key area for the
cultivation of palmyra
trees. The region’s dry,
arid climate and sandy soil
provide the ideal condi-
tions for these hardy,
drought-resistant trees to
thrive. Known locally as
‘The Tree of Life’, the pal-
myra plays an integral role
in the district’s rural eco-
nomy.

The second product
from the same region that
has come up for filing is the
pattarai karuvadu (dried
fish). This is a traditional
dry fish preparation meth-
od that involves burying
fish in mud after smearing
them with turmeric powd-
er. It is a type of dried fish
that is traditionally made
in the coastal regions of Ra-
meswaram. The process of
making them is called paa-
dam, meaning preserva-
tion. Pattarai Karuvadu is
typically made from fleshy
fish with lots of blood, such
as king fish, vanjaram, rib-
bon fish, leather skin fish,
and mackerel.

Kovilpatti seeval is a tra-
ditional deep-fried snack
known for its crispy tex-
ture and unique flavour. It
is made primarily from
rice flour. The dough is sea-
soned with spices, such as
cumin or ajwain, which
add a distinct aroma,
rolled into thin sheets and
cut into strips or shapes
before being deep-fried
until golden brown.

Source: The Hindu, 13 October 2024, p.8

State govt unveils
pig breeding policy

Julie Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has un-
veiled a ‘pig breeding policy’
aimed at enhancing pig rea-
ring in the state to ensure nut-
ritional security.

The policy includes infrast-
ructure development, such as
establishment of a bacon fac-
tory, promoting value addition
of pork products for higher
farmer profitability, develop-
ment of a cooperative-based
market chain, and implemen-
ting quarantine facilities for
imported animals.

Additionally, the govt wo-
uld provide subsidies, tax holi-
days, and financial support to
boost the pig farming sector.

The Animal Husbandry,
Dairying, Fisheries and Fis-
hermen Welfare Department
released the policy last week.
“Provision of nutritional secu-
rity to the growing population
of our country is the need of
the hour, which can only be
met through an integrated
approach in livestock far-
ming,” the govt said, outlining
its pig breeding policy.

“This warrants utilisation
of the untapped potential pos-
sessed by swine husbandry. Pig
rearing, particularly in Tamil
Nadu, is carried out under di-

verse social, climatic, and en-
vironmental conditions,” the
govt policy said There would
be collaboration among the Ta-
mil Nadu Veterinary and Ani-
mal Sciences University (TA-
NUVAS), the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research-Natio-
nal Research Centre on Pigs,
and the Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research-National
Bureau of Animal Genetic Re-
sources, Karnal, for registe-
ring indigenous pig germ-
plasm.

Additionally, the import of
exotic pig germplasm, such as
Large White Yorkshire, Duroc,
and Landrace from reputed so-
urces, would be pursued follo-
wing strict bio-security mea-
sures. Both live pig imports
and importation of frozen se-
men would be considered ba-
sed on the setup of necessary
infrastructure and capacity.
Tanuvas would lead efforts to
develop breed-specific nucleus
herds of imported germplasm
for subsequent use in cross-
breeding programmes.

The policy also mandates a
systematic process for identi-
fying animals using 12-digit
UID ear tags as prescribed by
the Union govt, with registra-
tion on the Information Net-
work for Animal Productivity
and Health (INAPH)'.

Source: The Times of India, 8 October 2024, p.10
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State govt. lists measures undertaken
for welfare of farmers in last three years

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A total of T833.88 crore has
been released to support
over 11.95 lakh farmers
whose crops, spread over
19.84 lakh acres, had been
affected in natural disas-
ters in the past three years,
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment said in a release on
Sunday.

The government has list-
ed the various welfare
measures undertaken by
the Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare Department
since the DMK came to
power in 2021.

The State government

Fourteen new uzhavar sandhais have been set up, and 100 existing

ones were renovated. FILE PHOTO

provides an agricultural in-
put subsidy under the
State Disaster Response
Fund as relief for crop loss-
es suffered by farmers ow-
ing to natural disasters. A
total of ¥91.07 crore has
been released to support

Source: The Hindu, 28 October 2024, p.6

over 119 lakh farmers
whose crops were affected
by the northeast monsoon
since 2021; the southwest
monsoon and Cyclone
Mandous in 2022; and Cy-
clone Michaung and the
torrential rain in the south-
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ern districts in 2023,
among others, the release
said.

As for crop insurance,
compensation claims
worth 5,148 crore have
been settled to 29.34 lakh
farmers. The State has re-
leased ¥624.04 crore as fair
and remunerative price
and special incentive to su-
gar cane farmers in the
past three years.

Subsidies worth %335
crore have been provided
to help farmers purchase
agricultural machinery, it
said. Fourteen new uzha-
var sandhais have been set
up, and 100 existing ones
were renovated, it added.



“I.N. taking steps to
increase storage in
Mullaperiyar dam’

Work on restoring the causeway had been completed; State pushing for

Keralas permission for work on baby dam, says Minister Duraimurugan

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
I vernment was con-
tinuously  taking

steps to increase the stor-
age in the Mullaperiyar
dam to 152 feet, Minister
for Water Resources Durai-
murugan said on Tuesday.
According to him, work
to strengthen the dam was
to be undertaken, and the
work on restoring the cau-
seway was completed on
May 9 this year. The Tamil
Nadu government has
been consistently insisting
Kerala for permission to
complete the work pertain-
ing to the baby dam, Mr.
Duraimurugan added.

Palaniswami’s concerns
The Minister’s statement
comes in response to the
concerns raised by
AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
that the DMK government
had not taken steps to
maintain the storage in the

Listing steps: Minister Duraimurugan recalled that Tamil Nadu had

taken steps to approach the Prime Minister and the Union Minister
for Jal Shakti, among others, over the issue. FILE PHOTO

dam at 152 feet. Mr. Durai-
murugan recalled the steps
taken by the DMK govern-
ment to implement the Su-
preme Court’s judgment
on February 27, 2006, per-
mitting Tamil Nadu to raise
the water level in the dam
to 152 feet.

He recalled Tamil Na-
du’s efforts in approaching
the Prime Minister and the
Union Minister for Jal Shak-
ti, among others, over the

Source: The Hindu, 2 October 2024, p.10

issue. He further referred
to the execution petition
moved by the Tamil Nadu
government in the Su-
preme Court, and the
eventual additional affida-
vits submitted in the Su-
preme Court in this case.
He further recalled the
meetings between the
Chief Secretaries of Tamil
Nadu and Kerala in Decem-
ber 2022 and May 2023 in
connection with the issue.
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Industry and Infrastructure

Tamil Nadu is looking to grab a larger share of investment by
companies that want manufacturing alternatives to China

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu is actively wooing

multinational manufacturers

looking at alternatives to Chi-

na for global supply chain in-

vestments in sectors such as

electronics, automobiles, auto
components/ancillaries, electric vehicles and
consumer goods.

“Tamil Nadu has been a significant
beneficiary of the China +1 strategy. Recent
major investments, including those by Tata
Electronics, Jabil, Cisco, Vinfast, Tata-JLR,
Hong Fu, and Pou Chen, underscore how the
state is becoming an important player in the
global supply chain diversification strategy,”
says industries minister T R B Rajaa.

It helps that some of the sectors are also
those in which Tamil Nadu has core competence.
“Sectors such as electronics, automobiles and
non-leather footwear have seen a steady inflow
of investments due to this (China +1) trend,
with global players choosing Tamil Nadu as a
key manufacturing hub,” says Rajaa.

The biggest success story has been in
electronics, with exports rising from $1.26
billion in 2021 to more than $10 billion currently.
“That growth has happened in just three years
in a sector that China dominates,” says
Guidance Tamil Nadu CEO Vishnu
Venugopalan. Even Chinese media have noticed
that Tamil Nadu has moved in on high-end
mobile manufacturing and now even
components. Outside China, Foxconn has the
largest base in Tamil Nadu with 40,000
employees. The company is building
dormitories in Chennai to replicate its
manufacturing infrastructure in China. "

TN has also attracted significant
investments in automotives. Tata
Motors’s 29,000 crore and Hyundai’s

cases in point. And in auto components,
investments are coming from Visteon,
Eaton, ZE Autodesk and others. What's more,
with Chinese EVs facing anti-dumping duty in
the US and many European markets, TN’s
position as an EV hub should come in handy.
“Tamil Nadu’s established expertise in the
automotive and electronics sectors makes the
state a natural choice for companies looking to
diversify from China. But, we are also seeing
significant influx of investinents in sectors such
as non-leather footwear and green energy
manufacturing,” says Rajaa.

This is where its investment strategy comes
into play. “TN is targeting Taiwanese and east
Asian firms in non-leather footwear and
technical textiles,” says Venugopalan. In non-
leather footwear, 3 Taiwanese companies have
signed up for nearly 5,000 cr in manufacturing

720,000 crore announcements are |\ “dy)

TAMIL NADU'S
STRATEGY

» The state govt is investment targeting
companies that don’t have a presence
in TN/India

» The govt is targeting sectors that will benefit
most from the China + 1 trend such as

electronics, automobiles, EV, green
energy, non-leather footwear, technical
textiles

~ > The govt is developing sector-specific
policies, improving skilling and

streamlining ease of doing business

> TN is building specialised industrial clusters

for corporations looking to diversify their

supply chains

investments — Hon Fu will pump in 1,500
crore, Pou Chen 22,300 crore and Dean Shoes
Z1,000 crore. In technical textiles, TN has signed
up with Ramatex (supplier for Japanese brand
Uniglo) for 71,100 cr investment and is “in talks
with more global players,” adds Venugopalan.

The China + 1 strategy has dovetailed neatly
with the aim of targeting investors with zero
presence in TN. “In GIM we made a database
of possible investors in different sectors,” says
industries secretary V Arun Roy. “Many of
them have a base in China and we are reaching
out to them to say that in case they want a new

Source: The Times of India, 21 October 2024, p.4

Graphic: G Joy Theophilus

o

manufacturing
facility we are here.”

This pitch worked
particularly well when Team
TN went on its US roadshow last
month. “Investors in the US are
highly attuned to the need for diversifying their
supply chains. Our discussions with Google,
Applied Materials, and Jabil focused on how
Tamil Nadu can serve as a reliable and scalable
alternative to China and Vietnam,” says Rajaa.

That effort got companies such as Corning
and Cisco to look India-wards and Tamil Nadu-
wards. Given that Cisco’s electronics products
such as servers, memory RAM and routers are
more complex than mobile phone assembly, this
is a step up for Tamil Nadu in the electronics
supply chain.

Looking ahead, what is the state govt doing
to get incremental China + 1 investments?
Rajaa says it is creating a conducive
environment, developing sector-specific
policies, improving skilling and ease-of-doing
business, including expanding single-window
clearance system. “The Tamil Nadu govt is also
focused on building specialised industrial
clusters, like in Hosur; Ranipet and Tuticorin,
which are designed to meet the needs of global
investors. We are continuously engaging with
multinational corporations looking to diversify
their supply chains,” he adds.

Domestic industry too feels TN can cash in
on the China + 1 opportunity. However, there
are challenges. “Material costs in India are high
compared to China and the manufacturing
sector would benefit if there could be some
parity in prices,” says Srivats Ram, MD, Wheels
India, and chairman, CII TN state council.
Cargo ships going directly from Tuticorin port
to the US without touching Colombo will also
reduce both time and cost, he adds.

TENVol. | Issue 6 | October 2024 | Page | |



“T.N. has attracted

investments worth
9.74 1akh crore
in last three years’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has attracted
investments worth ¥9.74
lakh crore, and 27 new fac-
tories have been esta-
blished in the past three
years. They would provide
jobs to about 31 lakh youth,
the DMK government said
on Thursday.

In a release, it listed the
achievements of the Indus-
tries Department in the
last three years. In the first
phase, investor conferenc-
es were held in Chennai,
Coimbatore, and Thoothu-
kudi, attracting invest-
ments worth 31,90,803
crore and generating em-
ployment for 2.8 lakh peo-
ple. In the next phase, the
Chief Minister visited the
UAE, Singapore, Malaysia,
and Japan, attracting in-
vestments worth 7,441
crore. These generated
jobs for 17,371 individuals.
As part of the third phase,
the World Investors’ Con-
ference was organised in
Chennai on January 7 and
8 this year, and invest-
ments to the tune of ¥6.64
lakh crore were secured.

In the fourth phase, Mr.
Stalin visited Spain and
highlighted the industrial

State government
lists achievements
of Industries Dept. in
the past three years;

says Opposition is
misleading the public

by disseminating
wrong information

opportunities in Tamil Na-
du. During his visit, Memo-
randa of Understanding
(MoUs) for investments
worth ¥3,440 crore were
signed.

In August this year, the
Chief Minister inaugurated
19 factories, entailing an in-
vestment of ¥17,616 crore,
at an event in Chennai.
These factories have col-
lectively provided jobs to
64,968 youth, at a total in-
vestment of ¥17,616 crore.

In the fifth phase, the
Chief Minister visited the
U.S. in September this year
wherein 19 MoUs to gener-
ate 11,516 new jobs were
signed.

“The Opposition parties
are jealous because they
travel, but do not generate
jobs. So, they mislead the
public by spreading false
information and trying to
sow dissent against the go-
vernment,” it claimed.

Source: The Hindu, 4 October 2024, p.8

‘46 factories were opened in TN in 3 years’

—
Our Bureau
Chennai

Since 2021, Tamil Nadu has
witnessed the opening of 46
new factories, generating job
opportunities for 139,725
youth and women, according
toarelease.

After the inception of the
DMK government in 2021,
efforts have been made to at-
tract new industrial invest-
ments through investor con-
ferences, with the objective
of making Tamil Nadu a tril-
lion-dollar economy by 2030.

In the first phase, investor
conferences were held in cit-
ies such as Chennai, Coim-
batore, and Thoothukudi, at-
tracting investments worth
%1,90,803 crore, creating

employment for 2,80,600
people.

In the second phase, visits
were made to the UAE,
Singapore, Malaysia, and Ja-
pan, resulting in invest-
ments worth ¥7,441 crore,
which created job opportun-
ities for 17,371 individuals.

In the third phase, during
the ‘World Investors Confer-
ence’ organised by the Tamil
Nadu government at the
Nandambakkam Trade Cen-
ter in Chennai on January 7
and 8, 2024, investments
totalling ¥6,64,180 crore
were secured through 631
agreements, providing direct
employment opportunities
for 14,54,712 individuals and
indirect opportunities for
12,35,945 individuals,
amounting to a total of

26,90,657 job guarantees, ac-
cording to the release.

In the fourth phase, the
Chief Minister visited Spain
on January 27, 2024. As a res-
ult, Memorandum of Under-
standing for investments
worth 3,440 crore were
signed. In the fifth phase, on
September 22, 2024, the
Chief Minister visited the
US, leading to the signing of
19 Memorandum of Under-
standing that created 11,516
new job opportunities for
Tamil youth, the release said.

14 projects to the tune
of 38,698 crore get
State Cabinet’s nod

The investments are in non-leather footwear making, green hydrogen,

green ammonia production, e-vehicles and mobile phone spare parts

Fruitful exercise: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin chairing a Cabinet meeting in Chennai on Tuesday.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

meeting of the Ta-
Amil Nadu Cabinet,
chaired by Chief

Minister M.K. Stalin at the
Secretariat on Tuesday, ap-
proved 14 new investments
worth 38,698 crore. The
projects will help to create
46,931 jobs, Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
said.

The investments are in
such key sectors as non-
leather footwear manufac-
turing, green hydrogen,
green ammonia produc-
tion, e-vehicles, and mo-
bile phone spare parts.

Yuzhan unit

One of the proposals
cleared was a project by
Yuzhan Technology (India)
Pvt. Ltd., a unit of Taiwa-
nese contract manufactur-
er Foxconn. The project,
entailing 13,180 crore in
investment, is coming up

in Kancheepuram, and will
employ 14,000 people.
Addressing the media
along with Minister for In-
dustries T.R.B. Rajaa, Mr.
Thennarasu said Tata Mo-
tors will invest ¥9,000
crore in Ranipet district
and create 5,000 jobs. He
said Leap Green Energy
Private Ltd, a unit of PSG
Group, will invest 10,375
crore in Thoothukudi, Vi-
rudhunagar, Ramanathap-
uram, Tirunelveli, and Ti-
ruvannamalai  districts,
creating 3,000 jobs.
Freetrend Industrial In-
dia Private Ltd., a unit of
the Taiwan-based King
Shoes, will create 15,000
jobs by investing 1,000
crore in Ariyalur district.
Kaynes Circuit India Priv-
ate Limited will invest
1,395 crore in Kancheepu-
ram, and the unit will em-
ploy 1,033 workers. Ascent
Circuit Private Limited has
decided to invest 612
crore in Hosur. The project

Source: The Hindu, 9 October 2024, p.6

Source: Business Line, 4 October 2024, p.11

TENVol. | Issue 6 | October 2024 | Page 12

will provide jobs to 1,800
people.

Incentives

Grand Atlantia Panapak-
kam SEZ Developers Priv-
ate Limited has got the ap-
proval for a I500-crore
project; Rockwell Group
has given an investment
commitment of I483.65
crore; and Lucas TVS will
invest ¥510 crore. The Vis-
teon Group will invest
¥368.92 crore, while Super
Auto Forge Pvt. Ltd. has
proposed to invest 3517
crore. The Cabinet also ap-
proved investments by Ta-
blets India Ltd. (¥250
crore), Mahindra Electric
Automobile Ltd. (%210
crore), and Nokia Solutions
and Networks India Pvt.
Ltd. (¥296.63 crore).

Mr. Thennarasu said the
government will follow the
Interdepartmental Com-
mittee’s recommendations
while offering incentives to
these companies.



Tamil Nadu leads in both worker strikes and number of factories

In most industrialised States, strikes are fairly common, while the number of factories continues to remain high and keeps growing

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

hen workers at Sam-
w sung India Electronics’
factory in Sriperumbu-

dur, near Chennai, went on strike
for more than a month recently,
many people argued once again
that strikes are harmful to busi-
ness. This view gathered steam
when Samsung India Electronics
claimed in the Madras High Court
on Tuesday that it had suffered a
loss of around $100 million due to
the strike by the workers, who
were demanding recognition of
their recently formed trade union.
On October 15, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment announced that the
strike had finally been called off.

The strike was widely seen as a
disruption to the State’s industrial
climate and a potential threat to fu-
ture industrial investments. Ho-
wever, data suggests that in most
industrialised States, worker
strikes are fairly common, with the
number of factories continuing to
remain high and even growing.

In the 2008-2018 period, Tamil
Nadu was the State with the high-
est number of industrial strikes,
but it was also where the maxi-
mum number of factories were set
up and factory workers employed.
This contradicts the argument that
strikes are harmful to business. Re-
liable State-wise data for work-
place disputes is available with the
Union Labour Ministry between
2008 and 2018, so this is an analy-
sis of that time period.

In 2008-2018, Tamil Nadu re-
corded over 26% of all the strikes
called, the highest among all
States by a wide margin (Chart 1).

At the same time, the State also
hosted 16% of India’s factories and
a similar share of India’s factory
workers during the period, again
leading other States by a wide mar-
gin (Chart 2).

Chart 1 also shows that 17% of
workers in India who were in-

volved in a strike in that period
were working in Maharashtra —
the second-highest among States.
In the share of man days lost — to-
tal working days lost due to strikes
— Tamil Nadu’s share was again the
highest (15% of total mandays lost
in India). In terms of value lost —
production work hampered due to
strikes — Gujarat was at the top of
the list, forming 24% of such loss-
es. Gujarat featured second-high-
est in the number of strikes called.

Notably, while these three
States are at the top of the list on
various measures related to
strikes, as shown in Chart 1, they
also lead the nation in key indica-
tors of industrialisation, as shown
in Chart 2. Tamil Nadu, Maharash-
tra, and Gujarat are the top three
States, in that order, in measures
such as the number of factories set
up and workers hired. They also
lead in the Gross Fixed Capital For-
mation (GFCF) of factories — which
measures the net investment in
fixed assets such as machinery —
which acts a proxy for a firm’s
health and productivity. Their
share in India’s industries’ overall
profits also outsizes other States.

In fact, in the 2008-2018 period,
the share of worker strikes grew in
Tamil Nadu and so did the State’s
share of the nation’s factories. In
2008, 28% of India’s worker
strikes occurred in Tamil Nadu,
and in 2018 the figure was 30%,
with the State first on the list in
both years in this measure. In the
same period, the share of India’s
factories in Tamil Nadu also grew
from 14% to 16%. The State occu-
pied the first place in this measure
in both the years.

In fact with a trade union densi-
ty rate — union members/total
workers — of about 20%, India is
not even among the top 50 econo-
mies in this measure. India’s figure
is less than half of China’s 44.2%, a
highly industrialised nation (Chart
3). Iceland, followed by advanced
Scandinavian economies, lead the
world in this measure with over
half of their workers unionised
(Chart 4).

Source: The Hindu, 23 October 2024, p.11

Not bad for business

The data was collected from the Labour Bureau’s Industrial Disputes reports, the ILO’s Stat Explorer, and Annual Survey of Industries

Aunited
front:

' While the
demand
for a union
is sub-
judice, the
Samsung
workers
have called
off their

Chart 1: State-wise industrial strikes in the 2008-18 period
and theirimpact on wages, mandays and production. Each
circle corresponds to a State. The farther to the right, the
higher the State’s share in India’s strikes, mandays lost due
to strikes, and wages and production lost due to strikes
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Chart 2: The chart ranks the States on key indicators

of industrialisation in the 2008-18 period. Each circle
corresponds to a State. The farther to the right, the higher
the State’s share in India’s factories, factory workers, of all
factories’ GFCF, and all factories’ overall profits
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Talent pool draws global capability centres to tier-2 towns

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Chennai has long been re-
cognised for its thriving
global capability centres
(GCCs), but now this trend
is expanding to tier-2 and
tier-3 towns of Tamil Nadu.
According to data
shared by Guidance, the
nodal agency instrumental
in bringing investments in-
to Tamil Nadu, the State is
estimated to have over 350
GCCs, with over 300 in
Chennai and more than 25
in Coimbatore. Additional-
ly, cities such as Salem, Vel-
lore, Madurai, Tiruchi, and
Tirunelveli house GCCs. It
is estimated that around 50
GCCs are currently operat-
ing outside Chennai.
Details provided by Gui-
dance showed that GCCs

are estimated to employ
over 2.25 lakh profession-
als in Tamil Nadu, a major-
ity in Chennai. More com-
panies are now mulling
options to set up their
GCCs in small towns. And
as these centres begin to
emerge in smaller cities,
they are not only driving
local economic growth but
also creating new oppor-
tunities for talent and inno-
vation, officials said.

When asked why a tier-2
town, Naved Narayan, vice-
president-mobility  solu-
tions and centre head-
Coimbatore, Bosch Global
Software  Technologies
(BGSW), said: “We chose
Coimbatore for its large ta-
lent pool, entrepreneurial
spirit, and established in-
dustrial ecosystem. The ci-
ty has a strong base in mo-

GCCs or global
in-house centres are
offshore units of
multinational firms
that are operating
across the globe

tors and  automotive
components,  including
those for electrification,”
and added that, “We col-
laborate closely with local
academic institutions to
prepare students for indus-
try demands. Coimbatore
aligns  perfectly  with
BGSW’s fit-for-future stra-
tegy, helping us develop a
highly skilled, future-ready
warkforce.”

“Given that GCCs look
for technologically sound
talent at the intersection of
industry, Tamil Nadu is un-

iquely positioned, given its
high urbanisation and in-
dustrial clusters spread
across the State,” said Ram-
kumar Ramamoorthy,
partner at Catalincs. He
said GCCs had a great op-
portunity to incubate their
operations on the campus-
es of reputable educational
institutions. This provides
GCCs a perfect platform for
joint research, faculty sab-
batical, student appren-
ticeship, and other forms
of industry-academia lin-
kages for mutual benefit,
he added.

Neo-Tidel parks

Low cost of operations,
low attrition, social infras-
tructure, talent pool, and
post-COVID-19  pandemic
hybrid work model are
some of the reasons why

smaller towns are emerg-
ing as hotspots for GCCs.
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has established Neo-
Tidel parks across all major
tier-2 and tier-3 cities.

Gaurav Gupta, partner
and GCC industry leader,
Deloitte India, said: “As
GCCs are growing, they are
looking to expand cover-
age to newer bases to at-
tract and retain talent. This
has also been possible and
necessitated by movement
of talent, following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.”

Mr. Gupta said some of
the mature GCC hubs to-
day see high competition
for the same talent, leading
to higher compensation
and attrition. “Mature GCC
hubs have seen a 30%-40%
increase in talent cost and
60%-80% increase in real

estate cost over the last
four to five years. Hence,
tier-2 cities, such as Coim-
batore, offer access to
trained/trainable talent at
must better salary and op-
erational costs. Infrastruc-
ture at major GCC and ITES
hubs has come under
stress due to rapid expan-
sion and while the State go-
vernment is taking steps to
improve that, tier-2 cities
offer an advantage current-
ly,” he added.

According to GCC Office
Guide 2024, a ready reck-
oner by Jones Lang Lasalle
(JLL), India is home to over
1,800 GCCs, which employ
over 1.3 million people.
GCCs or global in-house
centres are offshore units
of multinational corpora-
tions that operate across
the globe.

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2024, p.6

Chennai startup beats competitors to
make the cut for Denmark tech event

NIMISHA 5 PRADEEP @Chennai

SCRAPIFY Ecotech — a climate
tech startup founded by Chen-
nai-based entrepreneur M P
Azhagu Pandia Raja — is one of
the two companies selected to
represent India at the Next
Generation Digital Action Pro-
gramme 2024 in Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Of the 2,000 applications,
Scrapify has bagged a spot
among the 18 shortlisted
companies.

At the event, Scrapify Eco-
tech will present ‘Ecofloater’, a
robotic equipment designed to
clean waterbodies.

Besides collecting wastes, the
Ecofloater can monitor water
qguality by assessing pH and al-
gae presence, clear water hya-
cinth and remove oil contami-

Scrapify's EcoFloater prototype | exesess

nants using a high-sensitive
oil-spill cleaning module among
others.

Quitting his job at the Royal
Bank of Scotland, Azhagu
joined the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs as aresearch
fellow and was later appointed
as the City Innovation Officer
for the Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration, a first in the country. In

Source: The New Indian Express, 26 October 2024, p.4

2022, Azhagu started Scrapify
Ecotech and was incubated at
Tamil Nadu’s iTNT hub. Minis-
ter Palanivel Thiaga Rajan con-
sratulated Azhagu and wrote
on ‘X', “This achievement un-
derscores that the iTNT Hub
has begun to bear fruit in nur-
turing promising ventures.”

About the Denmark event,
Azhagu said, “This is a huge
opportunity for us. Through
this programme, we are expect-
ing a lot of exposure, network-
ing and funding opportunities.
More importantly, the knowl-
edge transfer,” he added.

The Next Generation Action
is a flagship initiative at DTU
Skylab, the innovation hub at
the Technical University of
Denmark. The theme for the
2024 annual event is ‘“Water and
Sustainability’.
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Tidco seeking agency
to manage Tancam ops

C SHIVAKUMAR @Chennai

IN abid to enhance the state’s
position as a hub for advanced
manufacturing, Tamil Nadu In-
dustrial Development Corpora-
tion (Tidco)is seeking operation
and maintenance agency to man-
age Tamil Nadu Centre of Excel-
lence for Advanced Manufactur-
ing (Tancam) operations and
contribute to technological ad-
vancement of the centre to help
it remain at the forefront of in-
novation and industrial develop-
ment, according to official

sources. -
TheZ212crore Tancam 4

in partnership with =
Dassault Systems isone [
of the three centres of 0
excellence set up by the &
state in Tidel Park here
during June, 2022,

The selected Operation and
Maintenance (O&M) agency will
be responsible for executing
these tasks in alignment with
Tancam's strategic objectives,
focusing on operational excel-
lence, innovation, and sustaina-
bility These include skill devel-
opment and training where the
agency has to collaborate with
Dassault Systems and industry
experts to designa training cur-

riculum tailored to industry
needs, focusing on emerging
technologies such as CAD, PLM,
and 3D modelling, sources said.

The skill training activities of
the centre align itself to the ob-
jectives and vision of the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme’s main ob-
jective of establishing skill de-
velopment and guidance pro-
grammes for the school students,
college students, and vouth for a
successful career.

Apart from that, focus is on
Spoke management. Tancam has

established Institute Spokes

o, andIndustrySpokesacross

p Y

Tamil Nadu, which func-
tion as hubs for knowl-
edge transter; skill devel-
opment, and technology

adoption. The Institute

Spokes, in collaboration

with engineering colleges,
have trained thousands of stu-
dents, while the Industry Spokes
have aided over 2,000 MSMEs by
providing access to cutting-edge
manufacturing technologies and

Tresources,

The selected agency will also
be focussing on operations man-
agement, technical management,
client and partnership manage-
ment, and business development
and outreach.

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 October 2024, p.4

Knowledge city master plan in a month

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

TIDCO is gearing up to make
the state a hub for knowledge
and research and development
by preparing a master plan for
EKnowledge City in 860 acres of
land in Tiruvallur district, ac-
cording to the corporation’s
managing director Sandeep
Nanduri.

Speaking to TNIE, Nanduri

said the master plan for the
Knowledge City will be almost
complete within a month’s time
after which the state will decide
on the next course of action.
He said real estate consultant
CBRE is helping Tidco in pre-
paring the master plan. The
knowledge city would bring to-
gether universities, knowledge
industries and sustainable so-
cial living in a single location.

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 October 2024, p.4

Industries Minister TRB Ra-
jaa said, “This ambitious
project will feature world-class
infrastructure and bring to-
gether premier Indian and in-
ternational educational institu-
tions, offering our students
global exposure right here in
Tamil Nadu. This will prepare
our youth for top-tier global
jobs, enabling steep socio-eco-
nomic mobility”

TENVol. | Issue 6 | October 2024 | Page 15



Anna univ should incubate
100 startups a year: Kamakoti

A Prathap

‘Patent Filings
Should Rise
To One A Day’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Anna University
should aim to incubate 100 to
200startupsayear,and patent
filings should increase to one
patent a day, IIT Madras di-
rector V Kamakoti said here
onMonday. The universityin-
cubated 34 startups and filed
46 patents in 2023-24.

“The number of patents
should become 365 — amoun-
ting to one patent a day. When
weset this goal in II'T Madras,
many said it was a lofty goal.
This year we filed 382 patents.
If IIT Madras can do it, there
is no reason why Anna Uni-
versity can’'t do it,” he said at
the 20th graduation day of
the university’s four campu-
ses, including College of Eng-
ineering, Guindy, Madras In-
stitute of Technology and

GRADUATION DAY IIT Madras director V Kamakoti handing over
degree certificates at the 20th graduation day of College of
Engineering, Guindy, Madras Institute of Technology, Alagappa College
of Technology and School of Architecture & Planning

Alagappa College of Techno-
logy. Totally, 2812 students
from the four campusesrecei-
ved their degrees.
“Theuniversity should al-
soincubateastartupeveryal-
ternate day. Being the num-
ber onestateuniversity inthe
country, you all must become
employers rather than beco-

Source: The Times of India, 29 October 2024, p.6

ming employees,” Kamakoti
said, urging civil and mecha-
nical engineers not to switch
toIT jobsforahighersalary.
“You must continue in yo-
ur respective field, and that is
going to give you much more
reward rather than swit-
ching to some IT-related job.
Just look at the infrastructu-
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re requirements, including
roads and buildings in the fu-
ture. Maybe it's not a high-pa-
ving job today, but in the long
run, you will become a natio-
nal asset, and that will be
much more gratifying.”
Technology is not just com-
puter science or Al and falls
across disciplines, including
civil and mechanical engine-
ering, Kamakoti said and ur-
ged graduates to have a good
understanding of the UN'’s
sustainability goals, as these
areas will have future deve-
lopment.

Presenting the report on
the university campuses, re-
gistrar J Prakash said, “A to-
tal of 958 UG students from
university departments were
recruited by 266 top compani-
es with an average pay of 9.3
lakh a year.”

He further said Anna Uni-
versity generated 134 crore
through research projects,
consultancy, and testing in
2023-24. Directorate of Tech-
nical Education commissio-
ner T Abraham presided over
the event.



A peek into the rise
and gradual fall of the
land of fireworks, on
the 100th year of the

rechristening of
Virudhupatti to
‘irudhunagar

Vinothkumar.N@timesofindia.com
‘ ‘ politics or cinema are the sub-
jects of small talk in tea stalls
and restaurants of other cities,
in Sivakasi, it’s business jargon
uch as double demy, crown and
170 GSM,” is how Madurai-based professor
of engineering Murali Kannan describes
the fireworks capital of the country.

It was in the year 1923 that P Ayya Na-
dar and A Shanmuga Nadar, friends from
the village of Sivakasi in the then ‘Virud-
hapatti’, founded the first matchbox fac-
tory in Tamil Nadu. A vear later,on Oct 29,
1924, the name ‘Virudhupatti’ (village) was
changed to ‘Virudhunagar’ (city).

Historically an arid region with no par-
ticular claim, Virudhunagar now has 50
fully mechanised and 300 semi-mechanised
matchstick making units, 1,100 fireworks
units and about 150 printing units; and has
been providing direct and indirect employ-
ment to nearly 10 lakh people through the
year, though Diwali is peak season.

But 100 years on, things seem to have
come full circle, with restrictions mount-
ing on the use of fireworks, and the print-
ing industry getting decentralised. All the

industries are just at “break-even”, says
Nagaraj, treasurer; All India Chamber of
Match Industries.

It all began in 1922, when Ayya and
Shanmuga travelled to Kolkata to learn
about matchbox manufacturing. They
trained for six months under Purna Chan-
dra Roy, who had completed a stint in Ger-
many, and used his connections with a
German firm for machinery. With the
knowledge and material in place, they
founded the South-India Lucifer Match
Industry in 1923 at Sivakasi which also
introduced the concept of ‘safety matches’.
Virudhupatti’s growth from beinga ‘patti’
to a ‘nagar’ within a year of the launch of
aworld-class match industry; is incredible.

The arid villages of Sivakasi, Aruppu-
kottai and Sattur provided cheap labour
for the match factory. Inspired by M K
Gandhi, the duo focused on semi-mecha-
nised match production, as better quality
matches could be made by hand, says re-
searcher Rengaiah Murugan, a native of
Virudhunagar.

After their initial success, the friends
parted ways and found their own match
factories in 1926 — under Ayya Nadar’s
‘squirrel’ and Shanmuga Nadar’s ‘crow’
brands. Many learned the trade from the
duo and started their own.

But Sivakasi never forgot Kolkata. It
started manufacturing ‘Bengal Lights’ —
matchsticks that emitted coloured flames,
called ‘matthaappu’ in Tamil. And that was
how matchbox and fireworks units forayed
into Tamil Nadu, the pioneer of which was
N R K Rajarathina Nadar, who set up the
firstfactory, in 1938. However, it was during
‘World War II that the demand for fireworks
shot up, when British India stopped im-
porting fireworks from China.

Also, though the matchsticks
were of high quality, there was
always a shortage of raw materi-
als. So, the manufacturers started
their first chemical unit, Pan-
diyan Chemicals Ltd, in
1961, with the collabo- 4
ration of the TN
Industrial
Develop-
ment
Corpo-
ration.

‘As a
chainre-

Source: The Times of India, 28 October 2024, p.10
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SMALL TOWN, BIG BOOM: The matchstick,
cracker and printing industries led to the
mushrooming of multiple allied industries

action, various allied industries started to
mushroom,”says Murugan. The third
diversification was very crucial — the
printing industry. Before K S A Arunagiri
Nadar founded his National Litho Press
in 1938, the factories used to bring in labels
and posters for match boxes from Bombay.
Soon, the treadle machines were replaced
by lithography and later, off-set printing.
While the litho process engaged stone art-
ists, off-set printing employed various local
artists for designing, drawing and touch-
ing.

Facilities were developed to transport
the finished goods, while drinking water
was made available through pipelines from
Vembakottai. Industrialists, philanthro-
pists, and Uravinmurai
(community-based wel-
fare groups) came for-
ward to establish
schools, colleges and
hospitals, writes
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S Sermathurai, amember of the Sivakasi
Master Printers Association, in a cente-
nary souvenir.

Business always thrives after Diwalias
well, when Sivakasi gets ready for the next
innings — printing calendars and diaries.
After the new year, it starts to produce
school and college notebooks for the aca-
demic year. Through the year, matchstick
production, printing of books, wedding
invitations, cinema and political posters,
magazines and labels for other industries
continue; there is no off-season.

How did Sivakasi meet its human cap-
ital needs? Unlike in Tirupur and Coim-
batore, where the garment industry grew
with the help of the workers from other
districts, Sivakasi met its human resource
demands from within Virudhunagar. “Be-
sides the working population of nearly one
lakh a floating population of 25,000 work-
ers commuted daily from the villages
around,” writes Sermathurai.

“A survey from 1994 indicated that
within the cottage sector; which included
agricultural labourers, production of
matches at home was an important sup-
plementary income stream that employed
around 80,000 children in the age group
6-14 years, with girls outnumbering boys,”
writes urban studies scholar late James
Heitzman in his book “The City in South
Asia’. But with Chinese fireworks entering
Indian markets and the pressure to ensure
green fireworks, how is the firework sce-
nario now in Sivakasi?

Following the state and Union govts’
restriction on lighters imported from
China, they are now able to recover 90%
of the matchstick market share at
the national and global level, says

Nagaraj.

But when it comes to fireworks,
the restrictions have affected the

industry. «
Inthelast two decades, the print-
ing industry has spread to other
cities such as Chennai and Ben-
galuru; and the dependence on
Sivakasi has reduced. Printing
now survives on the business
of other two industries.”
Email your
feedback with name
and address to
southpole.toi

@timesofindia.com



Global capability centres are growing fast in Chennai. Plugging infra &
skill gaps and creative strategies are key to sustain the momentum

GCCs zoom in on Chennai

Vaitheeswaran.B
@timesofindia.com

n 2021, when Ford shut its

manufacturing plant at

Maraimalai Nagar, near

Chennai, many with experi-

ence in plant operations
moved to Ford Business Solu-
tions, its captive centre. Now they
are akey partof Ford Motor Com-
pany’s plants all over the world,
with manufacturing and product
engineering, including creating
digital twins of facilities to optimise
and improve performance.

The US carmaker’s story exempli-
fies Chennai’s GCC (global capability
centre) ecosystem, characterised by
technology talent availability and do-
main expertise. Ford’s centre began in 1998
with 20 staff as a cost-effective support op-
tion with English-speaking talent for finance
operations. It now has a headcount of more
than 12,000, the firm’s largest centre globally.

It evolved from doing transactional work
to taking complete ownership of certain op-
erations globally, says Gangapriyva Chakrav-
erti, India site leader and MD, FBS. “We
started taking up more core engineering work
and responsibility of an end-to-end process.”

CHENNAI

infrastruc-
ture can be
improved, headds.
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There is no problem in getting high-tech
and high-demand talent in data engineering,
data analytics and experienced senior leaders
in Chennai, says Chakraverti. But, she sees
gaps in fresh talent. Student internships in
their third year and putting them in projects
are some of the measures taken by FBS.

Chennai’s advantage is talent availability
across the entire stream of product lifecycle
from operations to data science to customer
service, says Balaji Narasimhan, TransUnion
GCC Site Leader at Chennai. “GCCs has taken
up end-to-end responsibility. We even have

leaders operating out of India, where they own
aspecific stream of product and lead it across
globe.” TransUnion is the credit information
company that releases CIBIL scores.

With adoption of Al technology is evolving
faster making it difficult to find exact matches.
Companies look for aptitude and adaptability.

Chennai should fix infrastructure issues
including sewers and air connectivity. Nar-
asimhan says GCCs need to function round
the clock and frequent flooding poses business
disruption risk. Flight connections and social

Source: The Times of India, 28 October 2024, p.4

Govt could create clusters outside Chennai
to attract GCCs, like an engineering cluster in
Coimbatore or a pharma cluster in Trichy.
And, education institutions could house/in-
cubate GCCsdriving industry-academia links.

A govt official involved with bringing in
GCC investments says TN wants to strengthen
consumer packaged goods (CPG) and pharma
segments. “Any new company evaluating a
centre in India will consider Chennai. Tech
talent and domain expertise and cost efficien-
cy and perceived lower attrition than other
metros are some advantages,” says the official.
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Vivek Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Guindy’s SIDCO In-
dustrial Estate, one of the
country’s oldest and largest
hubs for MSMEs, is in dire
need of an infrastructure up-
grade to restore its productivi-
ty and address chronic issues,
according to a study commis-
sioned by Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) and JLL.

The 404-acre estate, estab-
lished in1958and partof Chen-
nai’s secondary business dis-
trict, faces numerous chal-
lenges, from crumbling inter-
nal roads and illegal
encroachments to inadequate
stormwater drains and park-
ing facilities. The study, based
on field inspections and stake-
holder consultations, paints a
picture of neglect and ineffi-
ciency within the industrial
estate.

Key recommendations in-

File photo

NFRASTRUCTURAL MESS: A view of IT firms in Guindy idustrial

estate

clude upgrading internal
roads, clearing illegal en-
croachments and enhancing
stormwater drainage systems
to prevent chronic water-log-
ging. The lack of dedicated
parking for heavy vehicles and
rampant dumping of waste
were also flagged as urgent

Source: The Times of India, 24 October 2024, p.2

Thanjavur Tidel Park full,
plan to expand it, says Rajaa

problems. “Theroadsare poor-
ly maintained, and unautho-
rized vendors have taken over
the sidewalks, further chok-
ing the estate’s infrastruc-
ture,” thereport said.

The study calls for a tran-
sit-oriented development
(TOD) strategy, recommend-

ing an increase in floor space
index (FSI) along the metro
line to encourage mixed-use
development and improve
connectivity The introduc-
tion of battery-operated elec-
tric vehicles, circuit buses,
and shared auto services for
last-mile connectivity was al-
so proposed.

“We also suggested con-
structing paved pedestrian
pathways, improving rainwa-
ter harvesting and creating
dedicated parking spaces for
vehicles to reduce on-street
congestion,” said A Shankar,
convenor, CII Chennai zone,
and India head - govt advisory
& infrastructure solutions,
JLL India. He also recom-
mended intelligent traffic
managementsystemsand cen-
tralized cooling to handle in-
creasing demands on the es-
tate’s infrastructure.

A striking omission is the

Study: Guindy Industrial estate needs infra upgrade

lack of green spaces. The re-
port calls for the creation of
biodiversity zones along the
Adyar River, flood protection
measures, and the develop-
ment of public open spaces.
"Enhancing these public
spaces will not only improve
the environment but also pro-
vide much-needed lung spaces
for the community” added
Shankar.

C K Mohan, president of
the Tamil Nadu Small and Ti-
ny Industries Association
(TANSTIA), emphasized the
urgent need for a dedicated
revenue model to maintain
these estates.

“Funds are allocated for
setting up industrial estates,
but there is no govt provision
for their ongoing mainte-
nance. Despite paying taxes,
our repeated representations
for maintenance funding
yielded noresults,” he said.

‘Work On Tidel Neo, Tuticorin Completed, Will Be Inaugurated Soon’

Times News NETWORK

Trichy: The recently opened
Tidel Neo Park in Thanjavur
has been completely booked by
investors, industries minister
T R B Rajaa said on Thursday.
The state govt would expand
the mini Tidel park, as there is
a demand for additional office
space, headded.

“Tidel Neo in Thanjavur is
housefull within weeks of its
inauguration. We are expect-
ing a similar trend in other
Tidel facilities. The demand for
developing phase 11 of Tidel
Neo will be taken to the notice
of the chief minister;” Rajaa
told reporters after inaugurat-
ing a new ITES firm in Thanja-
vur Tidel park.

R Baskar

HOUSEFULL: Newly opened Tidel Park at Thanjavur

In Sept, when Tidel was in-
augurated, only around 30% of
office space was booked.

The minister also said
Tidel Neo in Tuticorin would

Source: The Times of India, 18 October 2024, p.8

be inaugurated soon. Work on
it has been completed.
Commenting on a new Sip-
cot industrial park proposed at
a cost of 720 crore in Sengipat-
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ti near Trichy-Thanjavur na-
tional highway (NH), Rajaa
said that preliminary work
wasunder way todevelop basic
infrastructure,

Sources said around 172
acres of land was readily avail-
able for industries. Reacting to
criticisms for promoting in-
dustries in the Cauvery delta
region designated as a protect-
ed zone for agriculture, Rajaa
said only agriculture and envi-
ronment friendly industries
would be permitted in the
maiden industrial park of
Thanjavur.

“The district administra-
tion is working on to clear an
access issue for reviving the
Thanjavur airport,” the minis-
tersaid.



‘Efforts made TN an e-manufacturing hub’

Electronics Exports: DRDO Chief

SLenin

TN Contributes 33% Of Country’s Total

Times NEws NETWORK

Madurai: Defence Research
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO)director general
(product coordination & ser-
vices interaction) Dr Chan-
drika Kaushik on Thursday
saidthat Tamil Nadu contrib-
utes around 33% of the coun-
try’s total electronics ex-
ports, and the state’s proac-
tive efforts have made it a
global electronics manufac-
turing hub.

She was addressing ‘Con-
nect Madurai 2024 - Connect-
ing the Technology Ecosys-
tem,’ organised by Confeder-
ationof Indian Industry (CII)
in Madurai. She said Tamil
Nadu has built a strong in-
dustrial foundation, posi-
tioning itself as the most at-
tractive alternative destina-
tion when the world sought
options for the China plus

/ 4

STRONG INDUSTRIAL FOUNDATION: Minister for IT and digital

services Palanivel Thiaga Rajan at the Cll Connect Madurai’ expo in
Madurai on Thursday. Dr Chandrika Kaushik, director-general, DRDO,

was also present

one strategy.

“In FY 2023-2024, the state
posted aremarkable 78% rise
in electronics exports from
$5.3billion to $9.5 billion, sur-
passing its own $9 billion tar-

Source: The Times of India, 4 October 2024, p.8

get,” said Dr Chandrika.

She urged CII to come up
with a road map for trans-
forming Madurai into an IT
& ITES-enabled electronics
hub with short-term and

long-term goals. “Tamil Na-
du’s success in electronics
can be seamlessly integrated
into the defence ecosystems.
Theindustries hereare ideal-
ly placed to contribute to the
manufacturing of critical
components such as ad-
vanced semiconductors,
communication systems,
andsensortech, which arees-
sential for modern defence
systems,” she said. DRDO’s
journey towards self-re-
liance has led to the develop-
ment of a broad spectrum of
systems, but at the compo-
nent and subsystem levels,
there is still some dependen-
cy that needs to be overcome,
shesaid.

IT & digital services min-
ister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
said that better-fitting talent
is needed for the market, for
which special skilling and
training programmes/

schemes are functioning in
the state.

“Weare trying toimprove
infraaswell. The Tamil Nadu
Fibernet project would likely
be completed by the end of
this year, which will provide
100 mbpsfibre connectivity to
all12,650 villages. We are also
workingonsettingupaquan-
tum centre of excellence. We
want to be able to do more
than basic services,” he add-
ed. The minister said there is
a tremendous window of op-
portunity for Tamil Nadu
due to the current exponen-
tial shift away from China,
despite competition from
other countries.

Kumar Jayant, additional
chief secretary to govt, IT &
digital services, office-bear-
ers of CII Madurai zone, oth-
er business professionals
and college students were al-
sopresent.

TN: 710L crore investments in 3 years

‘Oppn Trying To
Ohscure DMK’s
Achievements’

Times News NETwoRK

Chennai: Amid demands
from AIADMEK for a ‘white pa-
per’ on investments, govt on
Thursday announced that it
attracted 29.74lakh crore in in-
vestments over the past three
years to provide 31 lakh jobs,
with 27 industrial projects be-
ginning operations. In Aug,

chief minister M K Stalin in-
augurated 19 projects attrac-
ting %17,616 crore investments
and could provide jobs for
64,968 people, said an official
release.

Between 2016 and 2021, it sa-
id, ATADMK govtsigned MoUs
for 21 projects valued at ¥15,543
crore, aimed at generating
10,316 jobs. Only 12 projects be-
gan production, it said.

“DMK govt's industrial
growth achievements are best
in India, as confirmed by a
Union ministry of statistics
and programme implementa-
tionsurvey,” it said. The annu-
al survey of industries 2022-23

Source: The Times of India, 41 October 2024, p.9

indicated that employment in
the manufacturing sector
grew by 7.5%, with TN top in
the number of factories and
workers.

With the objective of ma-
king TN a $1 trillion economy
by 2030, DMK govt, after assu-
ming charge, organised global
investors’ meets (GIMs) to at-
tract new investment. Inves-
tors’ First Port of Call Invest-
ment conclaves in Chennai,
Coimbatore, and Tuticorin at-
tracted %1.9 lakh crore in in-
vestments, creating 2.8 lakh
jobs. Subsequently, CM’s visits
to UAE, Singapore, Malaysia
and Japan resulted in attrac-

ting ¥7.441 crore in invest-
mentsto generate 17,371 jobs.

“TheGIM inJansawanun-
precedented investment com-
mitment of 6.64 lakh crore
through 631 MoUs with direct
and indirect employment op-
portunities to 26.9 lakh peo-
ple.” During his visit to Spain
in Jan, Stalin met representa-
tives of ministry of economy
and trade and Spain Business
Federation, highlighting TN’s
industrial opportunities, govt
incentives, and the availabili-
ty of skilled workforce, lea-
ding to MoUs worth 3,440 cro-
re beingsigned.

In his visit to the US last
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month, Stalin invited top glo-
bal firms to explore industrial
opportunities in TN, lading to
19 MoUs being signed to create
11,516 new job opportunities.
“Opposition parties are jealo-
us because they travel abroad
anddonotget industries. They
provide false information to
the public and attempt to defa-
me the govt with slanderous
remarks. It is a futile effort,”
the release said, accusing the
opposition of trying to obscu-
re the achievements of DMK
govt. In Aug, the CM laid thefo-
undationfor 28 projects valued
at 51,157 crore, which will ge-
nerate 41,835 jobs, it said.



Industry has discovered Villupuram over the past three years, attracted
by its proximity to other manufacturing hubs and easy access to markets

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

illupuram is emerging as a

dark horse on the state’s in-

dustrial landscape. From food

processing to pharma, non-

leather footwear and plywood

manufacturing, industries
are betting on the district’s strategic location
that eases access to markets in southern states
and Goa. Besides, its sprawling green belt and
accessible coastline provide opportunities for
making value-added agro products. The district
is competing in the services sector as well with
Tamil Nadu's first Tidel Neo (mini-Tidel Park)
inaugurated at Thiruchitrambalam, near Pu-
ducherry, in Feb this year.

This is a tectonic shift since the district had
little connect with industry till 2020. Since then,
Tindivanam has proved the gateway for
industry to enter the district. FMCG major
Dabur India is breaking ground for its first
factory in south India at Tindivanam by the end
of 2024. The greenfield unit at Sipcot industrial
park will make a range of products, including
toothpaste, honey and air fresheners, for the
southern market. It will have a production
capacity of around 11,000 tonnes per annum in
the first phase. Food and fruit juices will follow
in the next phase.

Production will begin in fiscal 2025-26, says
Rahul Awasthi, global head of operations,
Dabur India. “We have outlined an approved
phase-1 investment of 135 crore, which will be
scaled up to 7400 crore over five years. This is
expected to generate direct employment for
around 250 people,” he says.

“Logistically, Tindivanam is
strategically placed in the centre of
three of our major depots in south
India. So, it is ideal from depot
delivered cost and serviceability
perspectives. This unit will enhance our
sourcing of agricultural produce from
farmers in Tamil Nadu,” adds Awasthi.

Another major entrant in Tindivanam is
Greenlam Industries, which set up India’s
single largest plywood manufacturing unit
there in June 2023. With a capacity of 18.9
million sqm per year, it makes only ‘MikasaPly’,
available across southern India and Goa.

“Recognising its immense untapped
potential, we are taking steps to market
Villupuram,” says industries minister TR B
Rajaa. “With its unique geographical advantage,
the district can become a top manufacturing
destination,” he says.

“Villupuram can be gateway to a new delta
industrial ecosystem, mainly in agro and food
processing. We are confident more investors

GREENLAM
Industries
factory at
Tindivanam |
in Villupuram

will realize the advantages Villupuram and
nearby districts offer;” adds Rajaa.

“We expect Villupuram will become an
important zone for food processing industries,
including seafood because Marakkanam along
ECR offers the opportunity,” says K Senthil Raj,
managing director of State Industries
Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu (Sipcot).
“We are eyeing industries that can use local
agriculture produce,” he adds.

Known as the ‘sugar bowl of Tamil Nadu’,
itis predominantly an agriculture district with
paddy, groundnut, sugarcane, tapioca, millet
and pulses the major crops. Cheyyar SEZ

developers, a subsidiary of the Taiwan-based

. Feng Tay Group, was the first major

international player to enter
Villupuram. Its facility at Tindivanam
makes footwear for global brand Crocs.
Now, Tamil Nadu Small Industries
Development Corporation (Tansidco) is
setting up a 155 crore pharma cluster on 113
acres on the western side of Tindivanam, off
Tindivanam-Tiruvannamalai Road. It will
house more than 30 companies, includinglarge
pharmaceutical manufacturers such as Apex
Laboratories and Esjay Pharma, say Tansidco
sources. “The DPR estimated that the cluster
will attract 71,250 crore worth of investments.
But, going forward the investments are likely
to touch 2,000 crore-32,500 crore,” says a
Tansidco official.

Pharma firm Sai Mirra Innopharm is
setting up a manufacturing unit in the cluster.
Its founder J Jayaseelan, says, “The location
was identified because Chennai airport and
seaports are easily accessible. Villupuram is
centrally located within the pharma

Source: The Times of India, 7 October 2024, p.2

TIDEL NEO
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> The district is bound by Tiruvannamalai
and Chengalpet in the north, Cuddalore and
Kallakurichi in the south and Union territory
of Puducherry and Bay of Bengal in the east.

manufacturing hubs of Chengalpet,
Kancheepuram, Cuddalore and Puducherry.
This cluster is going to be a gamechanger for
growth of the pharma industry in Tamil Nadu.”

“Establishing modern logistics hubs and
warehousing facilities in Tindivanam will
improve supply chain efficiencies and reduce
transportation costs,” says Srivats Ram,
chairman, CII Tamil Nadu state council, and
managing director, Wheels India. “In addition,
strengthening the power grid and promoting
renewable energy projects within the district
can attract energy-intensive industries, such as
chemicals and textiles,” he adds.
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A two-day startup jamboree in the southern city drew an unexpectedly
enthusiastic response, highlighting the opportunities in tier-2 cities

MONDAY BRIEFING 1

Eaton opens new
facility in Pondy

ower management company Eaton

has inaugurated a 1.2 lakh sqft
electricals manufacturing facility in
Puducherry. The 1 lakh sq ft shop floor
is dedicated to power distribution
product lines; 20,000 sq ft is for
utilities and supporting infrastructure.
This expands Eaton's manufacturing
footprint in Puducherry to over 2.6 lakh
sqft. -TNN

I0B opens loan centres in
Chennai, Kovai

ublic sector Indian Overseas Bank

(10B) has inaugurated retail loan
processing centres in Chennai and
Coimbatore. Each centre is equipped
with digital technologies and automation
capabilities, ensuring swift loan
approvals and quick disbursements, the
bank said in a statement. “We are
ensuring stronger risk management
while significantly reducing loan
processing time,” said 0B MD & CEQ
Ajay Kumar Srivastava. -TNN

Airtel’s Al system detects
112m spam callsin TN

harti Airtel recently launched an

artificial intelligence-based spam
detection system in Tamil Nadu. The
system has identified 112 million
potential spam calls and 3 million
spam SMS messages in the state in 12
days, said Tarun Virmani, Airtel's CEO
for Tamil Nadu. The company’s 29.8
million customers in the state can
avail this free of cost and do not need
internet or external apps. -TNN

ENTHUSIASM UNBOUND: The response to the recently held Startup

Thiruvizha in Madurai was overwhelming

D.Govardan@timesofindia.com

adurai is rich in heritage

and culture, and a trading

and retail hub for neigh-

bouring districts. But is it

ready to take the technol-

ogy and services leap, es-
sential for a startup ecosystem to thrive? Till
recently, most would say a big no. But not any-
more. Startup Thiruvizha 2024, a two-day event
in Madurai a fortnight ago, turned out to be as
successful as, if not more than, the one held last
year in Coimbatore.

“This was a game changer for Madurai
where the startup ecosystem was not developed
even 10 years ago. Now more than 300 startups
have evolved in Madurai,” says Sharmila Devi,
mentor for startups and a community partner
for theevent. “Theresponse set new benchmarks
for the city and will accelerate development of
this ecosystem,” she adds.

In Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra and
Kerala, a proper startup ecosystem existed
more than a decade ago. Tamil Nadu's first steps
in establishing a mission for startups were
taken only in 2021. Naturally, the key players -
mentors, leaders and VC funds - were based in
those states and not Tamil Nadu, where the

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2024, p.4
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ecosystem was thinly spread. Even startups
founded in Tamil Nadu were found migrating
to those places, especially Bangalore.

“Asa person who evolved with the ecosystem
through various private entities over the past
20 years, my belief is that youngsters and
aspirants should have trust in and hope about
the ecosystem. That’s the psychological
fabric that they need in the first place,”
says Sivarajah Ramanathan, CEO,
Startup TN and TN Startup Mission.

Tamil Nadu wanted togenerate that
hope through a balanced approach. In
2022, it launched initiatives focused on
incubation, funding, mentorship and market
access. It also set out to change the mindset of
people that entrepreneurship was risky.

“We conducted 350 events, big and small,
across the state in 2023 under different names,
including ‘Thadai Adhai Udai’ (break that
hurdle)and Aadukalam’ (pitch). Barring Pune
in Maharashtra, it is the capital cities that have
become startup hubs. We wanted to enable tier-
2cities to become startup hubs,” says Sivarajah.

\?c

While the success of the first ‘Startup
Thiruvizha’ in Coimbatore was anticipated, the
Madurai success was unexpected. The state
govt is now confident every tier-2 city is ready
to become a startup hub.

“We participated in the Coimbatore event
last year. We were excited this year because
Madurai is our home ground. Not only was the
crowd bigger, we got several leads and are
working to convert them into actual business
and collaborate with 3-4 startups,” says
Prabaharan Venugopal of Cup Time, which
delivers coffee and tea to workplaces in thermo
flasks. It sends out 16,000 cups a day through
1,200 deliveries in Madurai and Coimbatore.

“Even though we had a smaller venue in
Madurai than the large Codissia hall in
Coimbatore, we had 1,600 paid participants and
despite restricted paid entry for students, there
were 300. Exhibition stalls attracted more than
20,000 visitors,” says Sivarajah. “The success
of a knowledge-based event in Madurai
indicates tier-2 cities are ready for the next wave
of entrepreneurship. It has been a mindset shift
for Madurai, traditionally a trading hub. This
has given us hope for promoting new
enterprises in the southern districts,” he adds.

“This event has been a good thing for
southern districts. I discovered quite a
few startups doing great things from
small towns such as Theni and

Periyakulam, and founders of cyber

security firms establishing bases in
Thanjavur and Erode,” says Krishna
Kumar, who consults for startups and handles
sales and marketing. The biggest benefit could
be the learning opportunity for aspirants.
“Entrepreneurship is still seen as risky and
there are not many role models for people to
learn from. This event gave youngsters a chance
to hear from successful entrepreneurs. That’s
an investment for the future,” says Vignesh
Annamalai, who has run a SaaS company from
Tirunelveli for the past 15 years.

A GAME CHANGER FOR MADURAI WHERE THE STARTUP
ECOSYSTEM WAS NOT DEVELOPED EVEN 10 YEARS AGO.
NOW 300 STARTUPS HAVE EVOLVED - sharmia bevi  wextor rog saarues
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New detence sector-focused testing lab to be
launched at Coimbatore’s Kumaraguru Institutions

=
Sindhu Hariharan
Chennai

Coimbatore’s  Kumaraguru
Institutions, along with
Bengaluru-based  Envitest
Laboratories, is set to launch
anew testing lab and innova-
tion centre on October 4,
aimed at supporting MSMEs
involved in the defence sup-

ply chain.
Named the KCIRI Envitest
Technology Centre

(KEnTec), the facility will be
housed at Kumaraguru Col-
lege of Technology (KCT) in
Coimbatore. It aims to assist
MSMESs and start-ups in the
region by providing testing
services for defence sector
products, helping them accel-
erate time-to-market and

meet strict regulatory stand-
ards. KEnTec will officially be
launched on October 4, in an
event that will see participa-
tion from CII Tamil Nadu,
Codissia, TIDCO, industry
representatives MSMEs and
start-ups.

TESTING INFRA

KEnTec is being established
with an investment of around
%3 crore and will be equipped
with testing infrastructure
such as Thermal Chambers,
Vibration Shakers, and Heat-
ing Ovens for advanced de-
fence product testing.

While Envitest has con-
tributed capital, KCT is
providing the space and re-
lated infrastructure. Indus-
tries can also benefit from the
shared resources and know-

Source: Business Line, 4 October 2024, p.11

ledge available at the centre
including technical expertise,

- design improvements and

quality control.

“Coimbatore is one of the
five nodal points of the
Southern Corridor desig-
nated for the defence sector,”
C Vasantharaj, Director, Ku-
maraguru Centre for Indus-
trial Research and Innova-
tion, told businessline.

“Our internal survey
shows that the region has
over 200 MSMEs working on
products related to defence
and while large companies
have  advanced testing
centres of their own, the
MSMEs can benefit from
KEnTech’s testing labs, he
added. Besides defence, it will
also support enterprises
building and  supplying

products for the aerospace
and automotive sectors too,
he added.

KEnTech will help provide
services such as climatic sim-
ulations, materials/metallur-
gical testing, and aircraft
electrical testing among oth-
ers. Kumaraguru already has
the Kumaraguru Centre for
Industrial Research and In-
novation (KCIRI) at its cam-
pus for industry-specific ap-
plied research and product
development.

KCIRI hosts the Centre for
Surface Coating and Nano-
technology, Centre for
Propulsion Systems and a
Centre for Aero-Mechanical
Systems among others.

T1 Clean Mobility to launch Montra cargo

Our Bureau
Chennai

TI Clean Mobility Pvt Ltd
(TICMPL), the electric
vehicle subsidiary of Tube
Investments of India under
the Murugappa Group, said
it will be launching the cargo
variant of its electric auto
Montra and a new e-rick-
shaw in the next couple of
months as the company
seeks to consolidate its pres-
ence in the electric three-
wheeler market (including
e-rickshaws).

It has also planned to
launch an electric small com-
mercial vehicle and an elec-
tric tractor before this
fiscal-end.

Having sold its electric
passenger auto, Montra, for
nearly a year, TICMPL has
established a leading posi-
tion in the southern market,
commanding about one-
fourth of the electric three-

Our group company,
Cholamandalam, plays
a crucial role in
financing, particularly
in regions like UP
and Bihar

ANURAG VOHRA

" COO, TI Clean Mobility

three-wheeler and e-rickshaw soo

wheeler market (excluding
e-rickshaws). The company
is expanding its reach into
new regions and aims to in-
crease its dealer network
from 80 dealerships in 65 cit-
ies to about 200 outlets
across 150 cities within the
next five-six months.

EXPANDING NETWORK

So far, TICMPL has sold
around 6,500 units of the
Montra auto, with monthly
sales expected to exceed
1,000 units, up from the cur-

Source: Business Line, 4 October 2024, p.2

rent 750, as the dealership
network expands. The com-
pany will be strengthening
its product portfolio with the
upcoming launch of a new e-
rickshaw and the cargo ver-
sion of the Montra auto, both
under the Montra brand.
“Our strategy is clear. We
aim for pan-India coverage,
focusing on markets where
demand exists. Our group
company, Cholamandalam,
plays a crucial role in finan-
cing, particularly in regions
like UP and Bihar. E-rick-

Il

shaw market has also been
growing and we’re prepared
to meet that demand,”
Anurag Vohra, Chief Operat-
ing Officer, TICMPL, said at
the company’s Ambattur
factory ~where  Montra
vehicles are produced.
According to Vahan data,
over four lakh e-rickshaws
(three-wheelers with speeds
below 25 km/h and motor

- power under 2 kW) have

been registered across the
country this year.
Meanwhile, the company
concluded its first-ever Mon-
tra Electric Super League
(MSL) at its Chennai factory.
The MSL featured 170 riders,
including women auto
drivers, from across India
competing in 10 teams to
cover the most km. This ini-
tiative was aimed at promot-
ing EV adoption in the three-
wheeler community and ad-
dressing issues like range
anxiety and driving distances
with the help of top-up char-
ging throughout the day.

-
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Solar scheme fails to shine in TN, only 18K appllcants in six months

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@c ai

THE installation of domestic
rooftop solar plants under the
PM Surya Ghar Scheme in
Tamil Nadu is facing poor re-
sponse from consumers with
only 70,122 registering for the
scheme and just 18,032 applica-
tions submitted so far.

The union government has
set an ambitious target to cover

25 lakh households in Tamil
Nadu between April 1,2024 and
March 31, 2025. In the last six
months, those who have regis-
teredfor the scheme constitute
just 2.8% of the target.
During its announcement,
the Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy (MNRE) stat-
ed the PM Surya Ghar scheme
will aid in generation of up to
300 units of free power per
month in 1 crore households.

Under the scheme, a consum-
er can install a 2ZKW solar
plant, at acost of ¥2lakh. The
centre will provide a subsidy
of 60,000. For consumers us-
ing 300 units per month, their
electricity bill will effectively
be zero.

There is also a significant
gap between registration and
actual submission of applica-
tions, according to the data
from the Tamil Nadu Green

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 October 2024, p.1
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Energy Corporation (TNGEC),
the nodal agency for imple-
menting the Rooftop Solar Pho-

tovoltaics (RTPVs) scheme.

Of the 18,032 applications
submitted, RTPVs have been
installed in 13,000 households,
while the remaining 5,032 ap-
plications are pending in vari-
ous stages, officials said.

Across the country, too, the
scheme has elicited only tepid
response with just 1.28 crore
registrations and 14.84 lakh ap-
plications submitted till Sep-
tember. An official from

TNGEC told TNIE, “We have
installed RTPVs with a com-
bined capacity of 792.17 MW
till September: This is well be-
low our target.”

Discussing the reasons for
the scheme’s poor response, the
official said, “In major cities
like Chennai, Tiruchy, Coim-
batore, and Madurai, the grow-
ing apartment culture makes it
difficult to install the plant for
just individual houses.” P7

Not enough registered vendors in TN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“WHEN the centre introduced
the scheme in February this
vear, it had announced that
there was no need for a feasibil-
ity report for installations up to
JKW, now we have increased it
up to 10KW. But many consuim-
ers are still hesitant to adopt
solar energy,” the official said.

Another issue is the lack of
enough registered vendors in
Tamil Nadu. As per the PM
Surya Ghar national portal,
Tamil Nadu has 682 registered
vendors under the scheme.
Among the southern states,
Karnataka leads with 1,470
vendors, followed by Kerala
with 919. Nationally Gujarat
stands top with 5,184 regis-
tered vendors.

An official from TNGEC
said, “Steps are being taken to
install more solar panels.
Many vendors are coming for-
ward to register under the
scheme. We also encourage
young engineers to join
TNGEC as registered
vendors.”

Meanwhile, experts have
called for a survey to under-
stand the reasons behind the

STATE-WISE INSTALLED CAPACITY OF
RTPVS UNDER THE PMSURYA GHAR

1283.43

Rajasthan

433125

Gujarat -

SCHEME AS ON SEPTEMBER 30

E[EEEE’] %M]I]I]

OTHERS

Under the PM Surya

1569.12 y Eikar schiina
Maharashtra 4 “1.54 residents are eligible
f Telangana for a maximum

subsidy of Rs

632.13 126.88 30000 per kilowatt
Karnataka Andhra (KW) for the first 2
Pradesh KW and Rs< 18,000

i per KW for an

013.62 19211  additional capacity
Kerala Tamil Nadu of upto IKW.

*SOURCE:

MINISTRY OF NEW AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

poor interest. ersare preventing consumers.
BMS (TNEB union) state or- Raveendran also emphasized
ranising secretary E Raveen- that the TNGEC should direct
dran and legal advisor R Mu-  its engineers to work diligent-
ralikrishnan said the survey 1y to meet the target.

would help gather details on
whether financial issues, pro-
cedural delays, or other barri-

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 October 2024, p.7

He also suggested creating
more awareness among people
regarding the scheme.
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Windmill repowering hit by high development cost

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN@G Chennai

THE government’s new wind re-
powering and life extension pol-
icy, introduced on September 4to
modernise aging windmills, has
seen limited uptake, with wind
energy generators (WEGS) cit-
ing highdevelopment charges as
adeterrent.

According to data from
TNGEC accessed by TNIE, the
corporation had planned to re-
power windmills with a com-
bined capacity of 7,386.5 MW
However; to date, windmills with
a total capacity of only 30 MW
have sought repowering.

The policy divides wind re-
powering projects into two cate-
gories: standalone projects (for
individual owners)and aggrega-
tion projects (for multiple own-
ers). Windmill owners must pay

a development charge of 30
lakh per MW to repower their
machines. This high cost has
generated widespread opposi-
tion from many WEGs.

Official sources revealed that
over 5,000 old windmills are
nearing the end of their power
purchase agreements with the
power utility For these agree-
ments to be extended by TNGEC,
the windmills need to be
repowered

V Ganesh, a windmill owner
from Tirunelveli, said, “Repow-
ering requires an investment of
at least F3-5 crore per MW, In ad-
dition, we have to pay 30 lakh as
development charges to the pow-
er utility. There will also be no
income during the repowering
period, making it challenging.”

Ganesh further emphasised
that the state could offer incen-

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 October 2024, p.4

tives to support WEGs during
this period. “Many WEGs feel
pressured to repower their wind-
mills. This could force many
small, older windmills out of the
market,” he added.

Another windmill owner, who
wished to remain anonvmous,

said Tamil Nadu has significant
potential for wind energy, more
than its neighbouring states.
Since most wind power installa-
tions are on privately owned
land that is not fully utilised, the
government could consider al-
lowing a cooperative model of
generation. “This would reduce
the cost for individual players
and make better use of the avail-
ableland. The cost of land would
become equity for landowners,
and the utility could continue its
power purchase agreements
with them,” he argued.

A senior TNGEC official said,
“We are in discussions with
wind energy generators. But, re-
ducing development chargesand
providing incentives would re-
quire a policy decision.” The of
ficial expressed hope that WEGs
would cooperate.

Sunshine idea; In a first in TN,
solar panels cover Kovai lake

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{o Coimbatore

NEARLY two years after an-
nouncing the project, the Coim-
batore City Municipal Corpora-
tion {CCMC) has started
installing solar panels
in Ukkadam Perivaku-
lam lake. With this,
CCMC becomes the
first urban local body
in the state to install so-
lar panels on a waterbody.
The waterbody in Ukkadam,
which is around 10-m deep, has
been developed at the cost of
¥61.60 crore under Smart City
project. Amenities such as
walkers track, food stalls, am-
phitheatre, knowledge centre,

laser and music show area have
been provided. As part of the
project, the civic body part-
nered with Switzerland-based
International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives
(ICLEI) to set up the state’s
first floating solar power

. plant on a waterbody.
, Speaking to TNIE, an
official from the engi-
neering section of
CCMC said, “We will in-
stall a total of 280 solar
panels on the waterbody: These
would generate around 154KW
or 693 units of electricity The
solar panels are anchored to
the lake bed ensuring they stay
afloat and don't drift away. The
project is being carried out at

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 October 2024, p.4

an estimated cost of about ¥1.45
crore. Out of the 330-acre lake
area, solar panels will be in-
stalled in 50 cents area.” Sourc-
es said the work will be com-
pleted in a couple of weeks.

Sources in the Coimbatore
Smart City Projects said solar
panels would be installed in
other waterbodies in the city
too depending on the successof
this one. The project is being
executed by the Swiss Agency
for Development and Coopera-
tion under the second phase of
the Capacity Building Project
on Low Carbon and Climate Re-
silient City Development in In-
dia (CapaCITIES) project that
is being implemented in eight
cities across the country.
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TNGEC resumes work on Kolli Hills
hydro plant; experts question viability

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
i@ Chennal

TAMIL Nadu Green Energy
Corporation (TNGEC) resumed
technical work on the
307 .19-crore 20-MW hydropow-
er plant in Kolli Hills in Na-
makkal district during the first
week of September after re-
ceiving turbines from China.
The project is now expected to
be commissioned by 2025, Initi-
ated in 2016, the project got de-
layed primarily due to the Cov-
id-19 pandemie and
subsequently over delay in ac
quiring raw materials. How-
ever, experts have raised con.
cerns over the project's
long-term viability consider:
ing the lack of water
avallability

An official from the TNGEC
said the construction of weirs
has ended and work on the
powerhouse, power tunnel,
pemstock installation, and
switchyard is under way. “So
far. the physical progress of

Kolli Hills receives rain only during
the southwest monsoon — from June
to August. There are no perennial
rivers or reservoirs, and the only flow
is through small canais

5 Nagalsamy, former member of TNERC

the project is at 9% and the fi-
nancial progress stands at 66%.
We are also planning to estab.
lish a substation in Pulian-
cholai in Tiruchy district,” the
official said. “Kolli Hills has
around 50 small villages. The
aim is to provide electricity to
these areas and promote green
energy.” the official added.
Doubtful of the project’s fea-

sibility, S Nagalsamy, a former
member of the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission, raised concerns about
water availability. He said, “In
2003, we inspected the site for
the project and advised against
it. Kolli Hills receives rain only
during the southwest monsoon
— from June to August. There
are no perennial rivers or res-
ervoirs, and the only flow is
through small canals.” Ques-
tioning the decision to move
forward, Nagalsamy asked,
“Given the lack of major water
sources, why is the electricity
board and the state govern-
ment investing so much in this
project?”

Several engineers within the
power utility have also voiced
against the project. “The mon-
ev and time spent on this
project is a waste,” they said,
expressing concerns about its
cost and long-term viability

Despite these concerns, the
TNGEC remains committed to
completing the project.

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 October 2024, p.4
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Project report for Kovilpatti airstrip:
TIDCO floats bid to select contractor

C SHIVAKUMAR i@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (TIDCO)
has floated bids to select a con-
tractor for preparing a detailed
project report for the develop-
ment of infrastructure for the
Kovilpatti airstrip for Flyving
Training Organisation (FTO) op-
erations, official sources said.

The plan is to make the exist-
ing air strip suitable for code 2B
aircraft operation, which in-
cludes Dornier 228. TIDCO in-
tended to establish FTO to help
the country overcome its cur-
rent shortage of trained pilots,
decrease its dependence on for-
eign training for pilots and also
contribute significantly to the
erowth of aviation.

The DPR shall include plan-
ning, design and implementa-
tion aspects of the FTO, ensur-
ing the facility meets all
rezulatory and operational
standards The selected consult-
ant hasto prepare the Kovilpatti
airstrip in accordance with Di-
rector General Civil Aviation
section 4-aerodrome standards.

The contractor has to prepare
a master plan covering the re-
quirement of operational area
including parking bay for mini-
mum 10 trainer aircraft, other
services and plots for the pro-

EXPRESSILLLATRATION
Source: The New Indian Express, 1 October 2024, p.4

posed minimum two FTOs, serv-
ice providers area which include
FTO hangars, teaching-cum-lab-
oratory and administrative area
and common amenities.

The Kovilpatti airstrip is an
unused runway at a distance of
6 km from Kovilpatti town. This
is an asphalt topped runway
measuring aboutl.2km inlength
and 15 metres in width. This was
built by Lakshmi Mills for its pri-

Developed for private plane

The Kovilpatti airstrip is an unused
runway measuring about 1.2 kmin length
and 15 metres in width. This was built by
Lakshmi Mills for its private plane on 63
hectares leased from govt

vate plane on 63 hectares leased
from the state government in
two villages Nalatinputhur and
Thonugal. Though the runway
has suffered normal wear and
tear due to weather over the last
20 vears, there is no vegetation
erowth on the surface indicating
ease of being put to use once
again after basic repairs.
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Central panel for green nod
for Sipcot park near Pulicat

lacked sufficient informa-
tion and clarity, but still, the
expert appraisal committee
recommended the project.
According to the latest
conservation plan submit-
ted to the committee, Sipcot
willallocateZlcroretowards
establishment of artificial
wetlands for aguatic-depen-
dent flora and fauna, crea-
tingavenuetreeplantations,
butterfly gardens, pollina-

Suggestions
By SACON To
Be followed

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: An expert apprai-
sal committee of the Union
ministry for environment,
forest and climate change
has recommended environ-
ment clearance for an in-
dustrial park at Manallur
and Soorapoondi villages in
Gummidipoondi taluk, Thi-
ruvallur, less than six km
from Pulicat bird sanctuary.
The 2364 crore project spre-
ad across 280 hectares will
have toimplement measures
toconserve and protect local
biodiversity as proposed by
the Salim Ali Centre for Or-

The committee took note of the biodiversity report
and conservation plan prepared by SACON. It sug-
gested prescriptions for protecting lakes-wetland
ecosystem within the industrial area and
boundaries to be provided around these lakes

nithology and Natural His-
tory (SACON).

The committee took note
of the conservation plan
prepared by SACON, which
were also approved by the
principal chief conservator
of forest and the chief wild-
life warden of Tamil Nadu.
It suggested steps for protec-
ting the lakes-wetland eco-
system within the industri-
al area and boundaries to be
provided around these la-
kes. “The size of the mound
shall not be less than 100sqm
and has to be taken into con-
sideration. It shall be accor-
ding to the area of the lake

and adequate for nesting
and residing of the migrato-
ry birds,” the committee sa-
id, issuing a slew of condi-
tions to Sipcot.

In 2022, National Green
Tribunal (NGT) suspended
the environment clearance
following a petition from re-
sidents of Manallur. The pe-
titioners contended that the
project site was only 5.5km
from Pulicat lake bird sanc-
tuary, which is a Ramsar-
protected site. They also sa-
id that the environment im-
pact assessment report sub-
mitted by the project propo-
nent suppressed facts and

tor microhabitats,

green

belts, and wetland manage-
ment activities in Pallavada

lake (Pallavaram).

Sipcot

has also allocated 217.75 cro-
re towards an environment
management plan, whichin-
cludes corporate environ-
ment responsibility initiati-
ves. The proposal includes
the creation of a green belt
over 07 hectares, represen-
ting 38% of the developable

area, with the planting of

3.34lakh trees.

Source: The Times of India,

31 October 2024, p.8

“I'N trying to attract I20Kcr investment in tourism in next 5 yrs’

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

four lakh in 2022. However, they more than doubled the

following year: And with the sector reviving,
Tamil Nadu tourism secretary B Chandra Mohan, —
in an interview to TOI, details the initiatives taken

P ost-Covid, foreign tourist arrivals to Tamil Nadu fell to

to boost numbers. Excerpts:

W How do you plan to promote
TN to tourists from abroad?
Tamil Nadu is strengthening its
tourism sector locally and globally
by revealing hidden attractions and
spearheading initiatives through the
Tamil Nadu Tourism Development
Corporation (TTDC). This includes
unique packages such as the Unesco
world heritage site tour and Ponniyin
Selvan tour and church and Jain cir-
cuits. The goal is to increase interna-
tional arrivals, provide world-class

services and generate foreign
exchange. Tourism depart-
ment is working on the
integrated development
of infrastructure, par-
ticipating in domes-
tic and interna-
tional market- &
ing events, and ~
promoting TN 8
through fairs, -«
publicity
campaigns,

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2024, p.4

N

exhibitions. These have led to a rise
in tourist numbers.

B What is the year-on-
year growth the de-
partment expects
in international
tourist arrivals
over the next

attracted more than 11.7 lakh inter-
national travellers. In the first seven
months of 2024, we recorded 7.2lakh
international visitors, and the num-
ber will touch 14 lakh by the end of
the year. We expect that foreign tour-
ist arrivals to Tamil Nadu will grow
by 15% to 20% every year:

Tamil Nadu is poised to become
aglobal destination, blendingits rich
cultural heritage with modern infra-
structure. From pilgrimages and
heritage trails to eco-tourism and
adventure experiences, the state is
evolving tomeet the diverse interests
of travellers while preserving its
unique traditions.

M What steps are being taken to
attract investments in the hospi-
tality and tourism sector?

The first-ever Tamil Nadu Tour-
ism Policy 2023 is designed to position

tourism as a major economic driver
for the state, encouraging private sec-
tor investment and participation. By
creating an investor-friendly envi-
ronment through regulatory re-
forms, strategic incentives and tar-
geted interventions, the state is posi-
tioning itself to attract 220,000 crore
in tourism investments over
the next five years. The pol-
icy offers a range of incen-
tives, including tax benefits
and subsidies, to make tour-
ism projects more appealing
to investors.

The state is also concentrating on
focus tourism destinations (FTDs)
and focus tourism corridors (FTCs)
to ensure targeted infrastructure
growth. Private sector investment
will be encouraged in specific loca-
tions, and the department will peri-
odically publish a list of FTDs and
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FTCs to guide the development ef-
forts. Additionally, priority FTDs will
be identified and given extra finan-
cial incentives toattract more private
investment.

B What are the verticals and
categories that Tamil Nadu is
focusing on to attract in-
vestment?

Thirteen tourism pro-
jects have been identified to
promote private sector in-
vestment. These include

amusement parks, heritage hotels,
experiential resorts, eco-huts/camps,
ropeways, wellness resorts, ocean-
ariums/aquariums, golf courses,
plantation/farm tourism projects,
museums, cruises and caravans.
These initiatives aim to create a dy-
namic tourism infrastructure, at-
tracting both domestic and interna-

tional tourists while boosting the
state’s economy.

By encouraging private partici-
pation, Tamil Nadu aims to create a
more dynamic and resilient tourism
industry capable of drivingeconom-
ic growth across the state.

® What will be the contribu-
tion of the hospitality and tour-
ism sector to the $1 trillion
economy that Tamil Nadu is
hoping to reach by 2030?

The hospitality and tourism sec-
tor will play a pivotal role in meeting
this ambitious target. By focusing on
attracting high-value, long-stay, and
high-spending tourists, the state can
enhance revenue streams. Currently,
the sector’s contribution is between
10% and 12% of the state GDP. I feel
that there will be an increase by an-
other 2% by 2080.



“I.N. will add 30
GW of renewable
energy capacity in
the next six years’
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WIND POWER FOREVER

Dignitaries at the Windergy India 2024 conference held in
Chennai on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The State will add 30 gi-
gawatt (GW) of renewa-
ble energy capacity in
the next six years, said
Aneesh Sekhar, Manag-
ing Director, Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corpora-
tion Ltd.

“We have a total re-
newable energy capacity
of 24 GW. We have set a
target of 50% of energy
consumption  coming
from renewable energy
sources by 2030, he
said, speaking at the Win-
dergy India 2024 confe-
rence on Wednesday.

Mr. Sekhar said, “Ta-
mil Nadu has a wind in-
stalled capacity of 10.5
GW and is a pioneer in
wind energy. Wind ener-
gy will play a big role in
the State’s energy transi-
tion. The Union Ministry

down by 9.06% this year

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The high wind sea-
son has concluded this year
with the withdrawal of the so-
uthwest monsoon. However,
compared to 2023, the harnes-
singof wind power isdown by
9.06%. Between April 1 and
Sept 30 this year, Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution
Corporation (Tangedco) eva-
cuated 9,632 million units
(Mu) of electricity generated
by windmills in the state. Du-
ring the same period in 2023,
the figure was 10,590Mu.

This year, wind power ge-
neration picked up early. In
May, which is pre-wind sea-
son, daily evacuation crossed
100 Mu for the first time. Ho-
wever, in Aug, when harnes-
sing of wind power should be
at its best, generation drop-
ped drastically Generators
blamed the rain in the wind-
mill region between Aralvai-
mozhi-Pollachi Pass to Seng-
ottai and Aandipatti for the
erratic wind pattern.

Manmathan, a private
wind forecaster, said early
withdrawal and prolonged
drop in wind speed led to re-
duced production. “Wind-
mills in Tamil Nadu will run

3

WIND MATTERS

» Total installed WIND POWER
camcityof GENERATED
wind power | 202122 |
10,591.68MW 11.47Mu

» Wind energy ST
meets around 2022-23 |
9% of the 13,384Mu
state's power 2023-24 |
consumption 12,697TMu

The best wind energy
generating year was 2022,
with an all-time high of

120.25Mu recorded in a
day on July 9

to their full potential when
there is a wind speed of 6 m/
second. During the southwest
monsoon between June and
Oct, which is also the peak
wind season, the wind speed
is consistent for longer dura-
tions. But this year, the pat-
tern was erratic, so the gene-
ration was less,” he said.

This year, the maximum
evacuation in a day was
109.88Mu on July 29. Peak ge-
neration of 5,890MW was re-
corded on July 30. In 2023, the
peak wind power generation
was 5,838MW, but the genera-
tion was consistent througho-
ut the season. Daily evacua-

tion touched 100Mu for more
than 20 days. This year, the
100Mu mark was breached on
less than 10 days.

While generators hoped
the wind season would extend
into Oct, generation was al-
most nil from Oct 1. The fore-
cast is not positive either
“The wind season this year is
disappointing, but it will not
affect investment in the seg-
ment as seasons are different
every year,” said K Venkata-
chalam, chief advisor to the
Tamil Nadu Spinning Mills
Owners Association, which
comprises a large number of
windmill owners.

of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) has esti-
mated Tamil Nadu’s
wind potential to be 75
GW. We have an offshore
wind potential of 35 GW.”
Mr. Sekhar said the
key to energy transition
is execution and that the
State had come out with
a re-powering policy for
the wind sector. “We are
expecting about 1,400
MW of projects to come
up for re-powering in-
itially. The challenge to
be addressed is the in-
firm nature of wind ener-
gy and storage is one op-
tion which is being
looked at to make it a
firm power,” he added.
Sudeep Jain, MNRE
Additional Secretary and
Girish Tanti, Vice-Chair-
man of Suzlon, hailed the
pioneering role played

by the State in the wind gq\ rce: The Hindu
24 October 2024, p.5

energy sector.

Source: The Times of India,
7 October 2024, p.4
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T.Ns power demand jumped
6.2% in first half of 2024-25

Itincreased to 68,967 MU from 64,958 MU in the same period last year. Peak power demand was

20,784 MW during April-Sept. this year as against 19,045 MW in the comparable period last year

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

amil Nadu’s power
T demand increased

6.2% to 68,967 mil-
lion units (MU) in the first
half of the financial year
2024-25, from 64,958 MU
in the same period last
year, data from the Central
Electricity Authority
(CEA), under the Union
Power Ministry, have
revealed.

During the April-Sep-
tember period in 2024, the
State saw a peak power de-
mand of 20,784 MW as
against 19,045 MW in the
comparable period last
year.

Tamil Nadu has the
highest power demand in
the southern region. The
State has the highest num-
ber of factories, account-
ing for 15.66% of the total
number of factories in In-
dia (2,53,334). During sum-
mer this year, the State’s
power demand hit a new
record, touching an all-
time-high of 20,830 MW
on May 2. The daily con-
sumption hit a new high of
454.32 MU on April 30.

High demand

After May 2024, the State’s
power demand continued
to be high. The peak power
demand was 18,498 MW
and 18,197 MW respective-

During summer this year, Tamil Nadu’s power demand hit a new record, touching an all-time-high of

20,830 MW on May 2. FILE PHOTO

ly in June and July 2024. In
August, it eased to 17,843
MW, and in September, it
increased to 19,176 MW.
The power demand is ex-
pected to be higher in Oc-
tober owing to the festive
season.

The State Energy De-
partment had recently said
there was no gap between
the demand and supply of
electricity, and  that
smooth supply of power
had been ensured across
the State. All precaution-
ary measures had been ta-
ken ahead of the northeast
monsoon, it had said.

Tamil Nadu’s total in-

stalled power capacity was
41,126.68 MW, as on Sep-
tember 30, 2024, accord-
ing to the CEA data.

The coal-fired power ca-
pacity stood at 12,771.99
MW. Of this, 4,320 MW was
from the State sector;
5,426.67 MW from private
sector; and 3,025.32 MW
from the Central sector. Ta-
mil Nadu’s lignite-based
thermal capacity stood at
1,959.16 MW, with a contri-
bution of 1,709.16 MW
from the Central sector
and 250 MW from the priv-
ate sector. Gas-based pow-
er plants’ capacity was
1,027.18 MW — 524.08 MW

from the State Sector and
503.10 MW from the priv-
ate sector.

The private sector ac-
counted for diesel-based
power capacity of 211.70
MW, and 1,448 MW of nu-
clear power capacity came
from the Central sector.

The State’s renewable
energy installed capacity
stood at 23,708.65 MW, of
which 2,178.20 MW was
large hydro projects;
11,042.44 MW, wind pow-
er; and 9,270.20 MW, solar
power. Biomass, and co-
generation bagasse power

plants, among others, ac- Source: The Hindu,

counted for the rest.

14 October 2024, p.6

Tenders for offshore wind projects in state likely to be floated within six months

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

He further elaborated on the

GW so far. We expect to add 5

@ Chennai

THE tenders for offshore wind
projects in Tamil Nadu may be
floated within six months, ac-
cording to Aneesh Sekhar, MD
of Tamil Nadu Green Energy
Corporation (TNGEC). Speak-
ing at the three-day wind ener-
gy trade fair and conference in
Chennai on Wednesday, he
highlighted the state’s proac-
tive approach to renewable
energy.

“This is a great opportunity
for Tamil Nadu, which is the
second-largest economy in the
country. It is the result of dec-
ades of proactive policy-mak-
ing,” he said.

role of policy in supporting
wind energy development.
“The concept of energy bank-
ing, introduced in Tamil Nadu
in the 1990s, has been akey fac-
tor in driving not only the
growth of the renewable ener-
gy sector but also the overall
economic progress of the
state.”

“Almost 75% of windmills in
Tamil Nadu operate in open ac-
cess mode. The textile and spin-
ning mill industries have been
the major beneficiaries of wind
energy and energy banking.
This has also helped the state
attract more investments in
these sectors,” said Ancesh
Sekhar.

India’s wind energy potential is estimated at 100 GW as assessed by the National
Institute of Wind Energy | rie mc

Highlighting the key chal-
lenges facing wind energy, Lalit
Bohra, joint secretary at the

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 October 2024, p.4

Ministry of New and Renewa-
ble Energy, said, “India’s wind
energy potential is estimated at

Almost 75% of windmills in TN
operatein open access mode. The
textile and spinning mill industries
hhave been the major beneficiaries of
‘wind energy and energy banking

Aneesh Sekar, TNGEC MD

1,100 GW, as assessed by the Na-
tionalInstitute of Wind Energy.
But we have achieved only 47
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GW more by the end of this
year. From 2026 onwards, we
aim to install at least 10 GW
annually.”

Outlining the road ahead in
the sector; Bohra said, “We have
projects worth 23 GW in the
pipeline, and several tenders
are being processed to help us
achieve more than 100 GW by
2030.”

He pointed out that shortage
of skilled manpower has been
a challenge and it is affecting
expanding renewable energy

“The wind industry needs to
collaborate with educational
institutions to developa skilled
workforce, not just for India but
globally It is high time Indian

manpower takes the lead, and
we should aim for the renewa-
ble energy sector to become In-
dia’s next IT industry” the joint
secretary said.

Sudeep Jain, additional sec-
retary of Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy, emphasised
the need for innovation, saying,
“We also need more innovative
business models. The ministry
and state governments must
work together to promote these
new models. Policies are al-
ready in place, and Tamil Nadu
has made significant strides in
this regard.”

The three-day trade fair has
attracted more than 300
exhibitors from across 20
countries.



8.6 lakh consumers owe more than
%5,000cr in power bills to Tangedco

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tangedco, the
state-owned power utility, is
reeling under a 1.5 lakh
crore debt. As of now, 8.62
lakh consumers in various
categories owe more than
5,132 crore in power con-
sumptiondues.

About 20% of the ar-
rears, amounting to 1,007
crore, is pending from just
1,324 connections. All of
these are LTCT connec-
tions, which are on a par
with high-tension industri-
al connections. LTCT con-
nections are low-tension
connections but with a con-
nected load that varies be-

tween 50kW and 150k W.

Therefore, commercial,
industrial, and even domes-
tic connections can be clas-
sified as LTCT connections
if their connected load falls
within this specified range.
They will be tariffed under
their respective category,
but miscellaneous charges
differ from other LT con-
sumers.

Neelakanta Pillai, a re-
tired Tangedco official,
blamed the utility's top offi-
cials for poor tariff collec-
tion.

“Some of the consumers
have not paid the bill even
after 180 days. If all 1,362
connections are divided in-
to sections, officials will

know which sections have
high dues. This will help
them find out what is stop-
ping the consumers from
making the payments. Field
officers are not bothered be-
cause they know customers
who don't pay on time will
settle the bills with a penal-
ty,” he said.

Now, Tangedco is asking
consumers to pay a restora-
tion fee for payment default,
even if they did not opt for
disconnection.

“If Tangedco is serious
about realising payments
due to the organisation,
they should pull up the offi-
cers on the field. The offi-
cers must collect all dues
quickly,” he said.

Of the 25,100 crore dues
from across the state, the
Chennai region, including
Tiruvallur and Chengalpet
districts, alone has about
71,144 crore as pending dues
from consumers.

Amongthe Tangedcocir-
cles in Chennai, the South
circle is the biggest defaul-
ter amount of 360 crore.

However, a Tangedco of-
ficial pointed out the lack of
officers on the ground toen-
sure payment is not default-
ed.

“For local body connec-
tions, we have adopted a dif-
ferent strategy. But for oth-
erconsumers, we keep send-
ingthemreminderstomake
payments,” said an official.

Source: The Times of India, 29 October 2024, p.7

GCC to begin maintenance of drains, canals
in industrial estates for flood mitigation

Tamil Nadu Small Industries Development Corporation had resolved to hand over the facilities in Guindy and Ambattur to Chennai Corporation.

In the past few years, the councillors have been complaining about civic issues, including flooding in the area, because of inadequate manpower

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hennai Corporation
C Council on Tuesday
passed a resolution
to start maintenance of
storm water drains, canals,
roads, streetlights and civic
infrastructure in indus-
trial estates in areas such
as Ambattur and Guindy to
improve flood mitigation
in the city. The Council al-
so resolved not to declare
any vending zones in roads
of the industrial estates.
Tamil Nadu Small Indus-
tries Development Corpo-
ration had already re-
solved to hand over the
facilities in Guindy and
Ambattur to Chennai Cor-
poration. In the past few
years, the councillors have
been complaining about
civic issues, including
flooding in the area, be-
cause of inadequate
manpower.

rr- B up prep

Buildings in the city on Tuesday. M. SRINATH

In Thiru Vi Ka Industrial
Estate in Guindy, 23.5 km
of storm water drains, 15
km of roads, 344 street-
lights and two high mast
lights on 404.08 acres will
be taken over by the Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation
(GCC). Over 20 tonnes of
garbage is likely to be col-

Source: The Hindu, 30 October 2024, p.8

lected by the GCC in the in-
dustrial estate every day.
In Ambattur industrial
estate, 40 tonnes of waste
is expected to be collected
by the civic body every
day. The GCC also passed a
resolution to take over SID-
CO canal connecting Anna
Salai and Adyar river. At

: Mayor R. Priya chairing the Chennai Corporation Council meeting at Ripon

least 84 km of drains in
Ambattur industrial estate
are expected to be main-
tained by the GCC.
Flooding in some parts
of Ambattur is expected to
reduce, after the Chennai
Corporation takes over the
maintenance of drains,
said AIADMK councillor

JJohn. During monsoon,
many motorists have com-
plained about flooding on
the roads of Ambattur In-
dustrial Estate, spread over
an area of 1,167 acres in
Ambattur zone of Chennai
Corporation. The council-
lors had flagged the issue
of bad roads, poor garbage
collection and damage to
streetlights during the pre-
vious council meetings.
Some of the roads of the in-
dustrial estate have also
been identified as dark
spots that require better
surveillance and street-
lighting for improving safe-
ty of pedestrians.
Currently, around 1,750
industrial units are func-
tioning in Ambattur Indus-
trial Estate on either side of
the Chennai - Tiruvallur
High Road which bifur-
cates the area into two
parts. In the recent GIS
mapping of flood-prone
areas in the city, most of
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the roads in the Ambattur
Industrial Estate, covering
a distance of 42 km, have
been identified as flood-
prone stretches.

Some of the roads, with
width ranging from 20 feet
to 120 feet, are expected to
get flooded to more than
one metre. In addition to
the storm water drains in
Ambattur Industrial Estate
covering 84 km, more
drains are likely to be con-
structed as the existing
drains have fallen inadeq-
uate many a times during
the monsoon. “During the
floods in 2023, we had
three-foot flooding in Am-
battur Industrial Estate,”
said an official.

Once the flood mitiga-
tion work is completed,
public transport in areas
such as Ambattur is ex-
pected to improve. Chen-
nai Corporation will start
maintenance of streetlights
in the industrial estates.



Govt. awards contracts to prepare
master plans for over 40 towns

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The State government has
awarded the task of prepa-
ration of master plans for
42 towns to four consul-
tants under the Union go-
vernment’s ‘Amrut 2.0’
scheme.

Among the towns co-
vered under the project
are Theni Allinagaram, Bo-
dinayakanur, Aruppukkot-
tai, Namakkal, Edappadi,
Mettur, Kallakurichi, Tindi-
vanam and Arakkonam.
Along with Karur, Inamka-
rur and Thanthoni will be
covered. Likewise, Thi-
ruthangal will be taken up
along with Sivakasi.

The approximate cost of
the contract is estimated to
be nearly 32 crore with
the total extent of area be-
ing about 3,647 sq.km.

The consultants would
be given two years to pre-
pare the plans. Originally,
the idea was to cover 50
towns. However, it had
been decided to separate
the remaining towns from
the current list in view of
the areas being hilly, for

which an exclusive study
would be done, an official
in the Directorate of Town
and Country Planning said.

A release from Rudrabh-
ishek Enterprises Ltd.
(REPL), one of the chosen
consultants, said “the as-
signment is aligned with
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s strategic focus on

Source: The Hindu, 24 October 2024, p.6

Development initiative: The consultants will be gi

fostering planned and sus-
tainable development, lev-
eraging advanced GIS [Ge-
ographic Information
System] technology to
create cities that are more
efficient, resilient, and
liveable.”

Meanwhile, the State go-
vernment has floated bids
for the preparation of mas-

TENVol. | Issue 6 | October 2024 | Page 32

ven two years to prepare the plans. FILE PHOTO

ot

ter plans for 50 more
towns. Maduranthagam,
Tiruttani, Chinnamanur,
Keelakarai, Aranthangi,
Thiruthuraipoondi, Sirkali
and Bhavani are among
them.

The total extent of area
is around 3,190 sq.km and
the estimated cost, T21.8
crore.



In FY-23, mfq jobs rise 7%,
TN hires highest employees

TN, MAHA, GUJ, UP, K'TAKA A/C FOR
50% OF MANUFACTURING JOBS

India Can Aim
For 9%-10%
Growth: Report

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The country’s
manufacturing sector has
shrugged off the impact of Co-
vid19 and posted robust
growth, creating jobs and rais-
ing workers’ incomes, accord-
ing to a survey report released
on Monday, prompting policy-
makers to say that overall eco-
nomic growth could rise in the
months ahead.

The annual survey of in-
dustries (ASI) for 2022-23 finan-
cial year showed that the gross
value added (GVA) in the man-
ufacturing sector rose 7.3% in
current prices in 2022-23 com-
pared to 2021-22 and industrial
output grew by over 21%. GVA
isameasure of economic activ-
ity defined as the additional
value created by the process of
production. While the data is
for 2022-23 the gap for calculat-
ing the numbers has been re-
duced to three months from
more than one year earlier.

The top five states employ-

ing the highest number of per-
sons were Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Uttar Pra-
desh and Karnataka and they
contributed about 55% of total
manufacturing employment in
the year 202223, the data
showed. “The industrial sector
is growingand the sectorisgen-
erating jobs at a fast pace.
Growth is broad based. It has
wiped out the effects of Covid
from the manufacturing sec-
tor,” Niti Aayog CEOB VR Sub-
rahmanyam told reporters. He
said the ASI results, also used
for caleculating overall GDP,
could translate into higher
growth numbers and the coun-
try could aim for 9%-10%
growth. The Niti Aayog CEO
said the ASI survey could also
lead to experts revising their
GDP forecasts upwards.

The survey showed that
2022-23 witnessed a growth in
the sector for a majority of the
key economic parameters like
invested capital, input, output,
GVA, employment and wages
and even surpassed the pre-
pandemic level in absolute val-
ue terms. Among the major
states, in terms of GVA, Maha-
rashtra topped the table, fol-
lowed by Gujarat, Tamil Na-
du, Karnataka and Uttar
Pradesh.

Source: The Times of India, 1 October 2024, p.12
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Tamil Nadu (15.7%)
Gujarat (12.2%)
Maharashtra (10.4%)
Uttar Pradesh (7.5%)
Andhra (6.5%)

Top 5 states (2022-23)

No. of people employed

Tamil Nadu (15%) Gujarat (17.7%)
Maharashtra (12.8%) | Maharashtra (14.6%)
Gujarat (12.6%) Tamil Nadu (10%)
Uttar Pradesh (8.1%) | Uttar Pradesh (7.1%)
Karnataka (6.6%) Karnataka (6.2%)

(Figures have been rounded off)
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TN nod for incentives

for 14

May Generate
Employment
For 46K People

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu cabi-
net on Tuesday gave itsnod for
special incentives tol4 new in-
dustrial projectsthataretotal-
ly worth 38,698 crore and that
are expected to generate emp-
loyment for 46,931 people.

Addressing reporters at
the secretariat after the cabi-
net meeting, the first to be
held after the recent reshuffle
of ministers and after Udhay-
anidhi Stalin was named de-
puty chief minister, finance
minister Thangam Thenna-
rasu said the new projects are
inmultiplesectorsand will co-
me upacross the state.

A major project is that of
Tata Motors, which is inves-
ting 39,000 crore in Ranipet
district for a manufacturing
plant to make luxury electric
cars and which is expected to
provide employment to as ma-
ny as 5,000 people.

The others include Yuz-
han Technologies, a subsidia-

. ) o

The meeting at the secretariat is the first after Udhayanidhi Stalin

was named deputy chief minister

ry of Taiwanese major Fox-
conn which will be investing
713,180 crore in a project that is
expected to provide employ-
ment for about 14,000 people,
Leap Green Energy Pvt Ltd in-
vesting 10,375 crore in Tutico-
rin, Virudhunagar, Tirunel-
veli, and Ramanathapuram
districts to the provide emplo-
yment for 3,000 people, and Ka-
ynes Circuits India Pvt Ltd in-
vesting in Kancheepuram
71,395 crore for a plant that is
expected to provide employ-
ment to more than 1,000 peo-
ple.

Elaborating on the pro-
jects, Thangam Thennarasu
said investments will be rela-
ted to printed circuit boards,
low voltage panels, mobile
phone spare parts and their

Source: The Times of India, 9 October 2024, p.5

g

covers, luxury car manufac-
turing, defence equipment,
pharma-related manufactu-
ring, non-leather footwear
manufacturing, and renewab-
le energy production such as
green hydrogen and green
ammonia production, as well
as research of e-vehicles and
telecommunication devices.

The investments are ma-
jorly focused in Chennai,
Chengalpet, Kancheepuram,
Ranipet,  Tiruvannamalai
and Krishnagiri districts.
While Leap Green Energy Pvt
Ltd is the only company to in-
vest in the southern districts,
Freetrend Industrial Pvt Ltd,
whose project is coming up in
Ariyalur district, is the only
one to invest in a central dis-
trict.
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Samsung India workers agree to
end strike after Tuesday’s pact

it ]
TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

Members of the Samsung In-
dia Workers Union-CITU on
Wednesdayagreed to end the
month-long strike and re-
turn to work immediately.

This came following the
announcement made by the
State Labour Department on
Tuesday that representat-
ives of the management and
the striking workers held
conciliation negotiations to
end the strike.

WORKERS’ CONSENSUS
After the negotiations, CITU
leader A Soundararajan said
he would take up the issue
with the striking workers on
Wednesday to get their con-
sensus on ending the strike.
One of the striking workers
said that by show of hands
everyone had agreed to end
the strike.

The plant at Sun-
guwarchatram in the Sriper-
umbudur Industrial Park
mainly manufactures con-
sumer appliances like wash-
ing machines and air condi-
tioners, and certain
components for supply to
the company’s Noida plant.

The strike by nearly 1,100
workers (out of the total of
1,800 in the factory) began
on September 9 over their

Workers will cooperate with
the management, which will
file a written reply to the
charter of demands

demand for a wage increase
and the right to form a union
backed by CITU.

Forming and registering a
union under the Centre of
Indian Trade Union (CITU)
banner was the bone of con-
tention with the manage-
ment of Samsung Chennai.

ECHOES OF DEMAND
“For 16 years, the workers
have been without a re-
gistered union but the man-
agement’s attitude, prudish-
ness, abusive practices and
workload have prompted the
workers to form a union,” a
strike notice by Samsung In-
dia Workers Union-CITU
said.

At the conciliation negoti-
ations, it was agreed that all
the striking workers would
immediately call off the

Source: Business Line, 17 October 2024, p.2

The strike by
nearly 1,100
workers began
on September 9
over their demand
for wage increase
and the right to

form a union

backed
by CITU

strike and return to work.
On returning to work, the
management should not
victimise the workers for
having participated in the
strike.

WAY FORWARD

The workers would cooper-
ate with the management
and would not act in a man-
ner that was prejudicial to
the interest of the manage-
ment.

In turn, the management
would file a written reply to
the charter of demands filed
by the workers before the
conciliation officer.

Both the parties have ac-
cepted this advice. The
workers said they would call
off the strike immediately
and return to work, said a
release by the Labour
department.
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Samsung strike: Report calls
for ‘clear’ laws for workers

Our Bureau
New Delhi

Astrike by over 1,000 workers
at Samsung’s Sriperumbudur
factory in Tamil Nadu since
September 9 is notan isolated
event and throws light on the
need for clear laws and stand-
ard operating procedures to
protect both workers and
manufacturers’interest in the
country, per a report by re-
search body Global Trade and
Research Initiative (GTRI).

“Since the 1970s, India has
witnessed hundreds of strikes
in industrial hotspots such as
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Hary-
ana, West Bengal, Kanpur,
and Punjab. Textiles was the
top industry in the 1970s and
1980s. However, prolonged
labour strikes have turned cit-
ies like Kanpur, Mumbai and
many others into graveyards
of the textiles industry,” the
report points out.

Measures such as strong
enforcement of labour laws,
establishment of mediation
systems, union-management
dialogue, legal framework for
labour compliance, collabora-
tion between the Centre and
the States and intelligence to

detect disruptions could help
to address the problem at
hand, it suggested.

LABOUR DISPUTES

Textile strikes and mill clos-
ures in Kanpur during the
1970s and 1980s forced many
workers into precarious jobs
such as rickshaw pulling or
construction work.

“At that time, India’s tex-
tile industry was comparable
to China’s but while China
surged ahead, India’s industry
declined,” the report noted.

Similarly, the 1977 jute mill
strikes in Kolkata accelerated
the decline of the city’s jute
industry, once a global leader.
More recently, the 2008 Tata
Motors Singur protest, op-
posing land acquisition for a
proposed Tata Nano plant,
forced the company to relo-
cate to Gujarat, reflecting the
adverse impact of labour un-
rest on industrial projects, it
noted.

In Tamil Nadu, the report
cited the strikes in Coim-
batore and Tiruppur during
the 1980s and 1990s that dis-
rupted textile production.
“More recently, strikes at Hy-
undai in 2007-2008 and Fox-
conn in 2009 halted car and

electronics manufacturing,”
it said.

In Gujarat, the 2008 Gen-
eral Motors strike in Halol
halted car production for
weeks while in 2015, a strike
by Maruti-Suzuki suppliers
disrupted the automaker’s
supply chain.

The report produced in-
stances of strikes, implying
that it hurt both workers and
manufacturers.

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Elaborating on the ways to re-
duce industrial strikes, the re-
port suggested that the gov-
ernment must enforce labour
laws, ensuring written con-
tracts, severance pay, and reg-
ulated working hours for
workers.

This would provide a safety
net for workers and reduce
grievances, it said.

The report also proposed
involving unions in discus-
sions on wages and worker
welfare but they should not
interfere with the operations
of individual companies.

“A balanced approach will
prevent unions from stalling
industrial progress while en-
suring worker rights are pro-
tected,” it said.

TN Industries
Minister holds
meeting with
Samsung officials
on workers strike

[Eemiac]
Our Bureau
Chennai

Tamil Nadu Industries Min-
ister TRB Rajaa on Sunday
held discussions with offi-
cials of Samsung India to find
an amicable solution to the
strike by the company’s
workers, which is on for the
last three weeks.

On Saturday, Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin had directed
Minister Rajaa, MSME min-
ister TM Anbarasan and La-
bour minister CV Ganesan to
work towards ensuring a
quick and positive resolution
of the strike.

“We are confident that
Samsung’s management and
their employees will come
together and arrive at an am-
icable solution that benefits
everyone involved,” said
Rajaa.

Over 1,000 workers at
Samsung’s plant at Sun-
guwarchatiram in the Sriper-
umbudur Industrial Park are
on strike about 1 km from
the factory, demanding wage
increase and the right to
forma union.

12,000 CITU workers arrested for backing

o
TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

Nearly 12,000 workers be-
longing to many companies
and affiliated to the CITU
were arrested from across
Tamil Nadu on Tuesday for
supporting the strike by
Samsung workers, which has
entered its fourth week.
However, they were released
later in the evening. The
workers, including a large
number from Samsung,
were involved in a demon-
stration.

ARRESTING DISSENT

E Muthu Kumar, President,
Samsung India Workers’
Union - CITU, told business-

and air-conditioners.

Source: Business Line,
7 October 2024, p.2

strike at Samsung TN factory, released later

HAND IN HAND. CITU cadres protesting in Dindigul, Tamil
Nadu, on Tuesday in support of Samsung workers karTrikevan

line that the maximum num-
ber of arrests were made in
Kancheepuram district,
where Samsung has a fact-
ory. “Workers from across
the State, backed by CITU,
support the Samsung work-

ers’ demand to form a union
and a wage increase,” he
added.

The Samsung factory at
Sriperumbudur ~ manufac-
tures consumer durables
such as washing machines

While around 1,100 of the
company’s employees (out
of a total of 1,800) are on
strike, the company has de-
ployed 500 workers — ap-
prentices, contract labour-
ers and staff from other
departments such as logist-
icsand quality control.

PRODUCTION UP

As much as 50 per cent of the
production was disrupted on
Day 1 of the strike, and the
company managed to in-
crease production to 60 per
cent on Day 2. Through vari-
ous initiatives, production at
the factory is now at 85-90
per cent, and will be 100 per
cent later this week, said Source: Business Line,

sources. 2 October 2024, p.3
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Not shifting manufacturing
base out of TN: Samsung

Vaitheeswaran.B
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Samsung Electron-
ics India is not planning to
shift its manufacturing base
from TN tootherstates, senior
executives of the company
said. Asectionof Tamilmedia
on Wednesday reported the
company is planning to shift
its operations due to the ongo-
ing strike and labour unrest.
Company executives told TOI
there were no such plans.

“Samsung has been a
strong partner in India’s
growth journey for nearly
three decades and committed
to the Union govt’s ‘Make in
India’ initiative,” said Sam-
sung India spokesperson. “We
will continue to work with
Union govt and various states
where we are present, to real-
ize their vision of nation
building through invest-
ments in manufacturing,
R&D, responsible citizenship
and transformational innova-
tions. We are thankful to Ta-
mil Nadu govt for their sup-
port.”

Meanwhile industry bod-
ies in the state have urged the
workers to call off the strike
and return to work. CII Tamil
Nadu state council chairman
Srivats Ram urged all stake-
holders engaged in the indus-
trial dispute to work amicably
towards an early solution.

He further said due to
govt’s proactive policies and
ease of doing business, the
state is creating jobs in manu-
facturing. “We sincerely ap-
preciate the efforts of the
state govt in providing a con-
ducive atmosphere for all
stakeholders in the industrial
ecosystem to excel and thrive
in their chosenfields,” he said
in a statement.

Similarly, FICCI TN state
council chairman G S K Velu
expressed concerns about the
ongoing strike at the Sam-
sung factory. He urged stake-
holders to engage in a con-
structive dialogue. “Employ-
ees should return to work and
collaborate with manage-
ment to find a mutually bene-
ficial solution, ensuring the
interest of both the workforce

Source: The Times of India, 10 October 2024, p.5
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and the company are upheld,”
hesaid.

Emplovees under the ban-
ner Samsung India Employ-
ees Union affiliated with CI-
TU have been on strike for a
monthdemandingbetter wag-
es and working conditions.

Samsung and TN govt on
Monday said the company
signed a memorandum of
agreement with a group of
workers in its plant. It agreed
to provide an additional in-
centive of 5,000 as productiv-
ity stabilisation incentive, but
striking employees and se-
niorlabourleadersstate these
agreements are made with
employees who are already re-
porting to work. They further
allegethisagreementdoesnot
have a legal standing and it is
an effort to destabilise and
break-off the union.

Recognising and holding
wage revision talks with the
union, which they claim hasa
majority support of the 1,800-
odd workers in the plant, is
their primary demand and
they vowed to continue the
strike till it ismet.



Textile shops sit on govt diktat, chalr stlll a dream for salespersons

PEARSON LENEKAR SR @Tiruchy

IN the run-up to Deepavali, the
big textile outlets in the city are
decorated with lights, attracting
alarge number of people from
thecentral region of Tamil Nadu.
Silk sarees shimmer, intricate
fabrics dazzle, and shoppers rev-
el in festive mode. Yet, amidst
this kaleidoscope of colours a
haunting truth remains out of
sight. Behind every meticulously
arranged shelf and elegantly
dressed mannequin stands a
salesperson, their body crying
out in silence. Hours of compul-
sory standing have taken their
toll, leaving legs swollen, backs

aching and spirits weary

These are salespersons at tex-
tile shops in Tiruchy enduring a
silent torment despite a Govern-
ment Order (G.0)that mandates
seating arrangements for work-
ers in shops. Yet, for these work-
ers, that basic dignity remains
outof reach.

It wasnoteasy tofind a person
to know their grievances as they
don't have an association to voice
out for them. Anjali (name
changed), a 35-year-old from Pet-
tavaithalai who works in one of
Tiruchy’s oldest textile outlets,
shares her ordeal. “From when I
step into the store at 9am until T
leave at 9pm,Iamonmy feet. We

sitduring the half-an-hour lunch
break and luckily when we are
allotted work to paste stickers on
dresses,” she said.

Working in a textile shop for

over a decade, Rani (name §

changed) is now employed ina

jewellery outlet on NSB road. g

She takes ayurvedic treatment
for varicose veins. “There are
times when my feet go numb
even now though Ican sit now at
the workplace. While working in
the textile shop, there was no
chair, no place to sit and it felt
like no one cared. Festival sea-
son or not, we are constantly
monitored through CCTV cam-
eras and instructed not to sit.

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 October 2024, p.4

Salespersons at a textile outlet in Tiruchy | express

Even during period days, no
exceptions.”

“We heard about the G.0, but
nothing changed,” says Kumar;
another worker. T can’'tafford to

stop working. My family de-
pends on this income. But is it
too much to ask for a simple
stool to sit on?.”

Textile shop managements ar-

gue that allowing salespersons
to sit might affect customer ex-
perience or reduce productivity
duringthe festival hours. A shop
manager on Chinna Kadai Vee-
dhi said, “We have all chairs
stocked in the generator room.
Chairs hinder movement.”

A Ansardeen, AITUC district

. secretary, said, “The labour de-

partment hasfailed to protect the
rights of employees who deserve
a right to sit for a few minutes
even when its peak season. In-
spections are either infrequent
or ineffective, and owners often
circumvent the rules with impu-
nity We've seen officials come in
for checks but nothing

TN announces 33/0cr in bonuses
for 2.75 lakh PSU employees

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin on Thursday anno-
unced that 2.75lakh employ-
ees in state public sector un-
dertakings and statutory
boards would receive bonu-
ses and ex-gratia payments
for the fiscal year 2023-24.
“The eligible workers will
bepaidaminimum bonus of
78,400 and a maximum of
%16,800,” said an official re-
lease. The move would re-
sult in state exchequer in-
curring an expenditure of
T369.65crore.

All workers and employ-
ees categorised under C and
D groups in PSUs that made
a profit would be paid a mi-

nimum bonus of 8.33% and
ex-gratiaof 11.67%. Workers
andemployeesof Tangedco,
state ftransport underta-
kings, Tamil Nadu Civil
Supplies Corporation, and
Cooperative Milk Produ-
cers’ Federation would be
paid a minimum bonus of
8.33% and ex-gratia of
11.67%.

For PSUs that lack allo-
cable surplus, a minimum
bonus of 8.33% and ex-gra-
tia of 1.67% would be paid to
workers and employees. Eli-
gible employees of C and D
groups in Tamil Nadu Hou-
sing Board and Chennai
Metropolitan Water Supply
and Drainage Board will re-
ceive a bonus of 8.33% and

Source: The Times of India, 11 October 2024, p.6

ex-gratiaof 1.67%.

Tamil Nadu Water Supp-
ly and Drainage Board emp-
loyees would be paid 8.33%
bonus, while the temporary
workers of the Civil Suppli-
es Corporation would be pa-
id ex-gratia of 3,000.

CM ordered bonuses and
ex-gratia payments to moti-
vate workers and employees
inpublicsectorenterprises,
acknowledging their role in
uplifting the country and
contributing to economic
growth, the release said.

The govt would issue se-
parate orders for employees
invariouscooperative insti-
tutions and organisations
todetail their specific bonu-
ses and ex-gratia payments.
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change:

(me.Lal: should check the
CCTV footage if the owners
claim rules are followed, and take
necessary action against the vio-
lators. With the huge turnover
they get during festive times, the
labour department fines them a
paltry ¥2000,” said CITU district
secretary Rengarajan.

Venkatesan, assistant commis-
sioner of Labour, Tiruchy, said
“We are regularly monitoring
and fining the violators. We will
give special attention as this isa
festive season. Also, we will stick
small posters at the outlets to en-
sure the rules are being
followed.”



MGNREGS beneficiaries
to be utilised for raising,
maintaining seedlings

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Beneficiaries of the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment  Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) will
hereafter be utilised for the
raising of seedlings at nur-
series and plantations, and
for maintenance of see-
dlings. These activities
come under the Green Ta-
mil Nadu Mission.
Announcing the conver-
gence of the Green Tamil
Nadu Mission with
MGNREGS, an order of the
Department of Rural Deve-
lopment and Panchayat
Raj, issued last week, stat-
ed that the measure would
facilitate the development
of healthy seedlings under

These activities come
under the Green
Tamil Nadu Mission

tent Forest Department of-
ficials. These seedlings
would be supplied to rural
local bodies for participa-
tion in the Mission.

The Forest Department
has been tasked with the
identification of sites for
nurseries and plantations
and preparation of infras-
tructure for nurseries,
while the Department of
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj will allocate
beneficiaries based on
demand.

In 2021, the government
launched the Green Tamil
Nadu Mission to increase
the State’s forest and tree

cover to 33% from 23.98%
in 10 years. There are near-
ly 90 lakh “active workers
[beneficiaries]” under the
MGNREGS.

While prescribing the
radius of the location of
sites (5 km from the homes
of beneficiaries), the order
said that in the event of
non-availability of land be-
longing to the Forest De-
partment and rural local
bodies, “a nursery may be
taken up on private land in
rare cases”. The wage rate
(319 per day per person),
as applicable to other
works being carried out
under MGNREGS, would
apply to this component
too.

Last year, the average ¢ .. 9. Hindu
. >

wage rate was 3255, as

the supervision of compe-

TN govt converges green mission with
MGNREGS; all work to be geo-tagged

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state govt has
decided to converge the Green
Tamil Nadu Mission with
MGNREGS, the rural job gua-
rantee scheme, to raise seed-
lings in nurseries and plant
and maintain them at select si-
tes. Launched in 2021, the mis-
sion is aimed at boosting the
state’s forest and tree cover
from 23.8% to 33% of its geog-
raphical area by 2030-31.
Therural developmentand
panchayat raj department is-
sued guidelines for this con-
vergence. “The advantage of
this convergence is that healt-
hy seedlings will be developed
under the supervision of the
competent forest department
officials, and the seedlings wo-
uld be made available to theru-
rallocal bodies for greening on
a priority basis,” a govt order

said. A committee comprising
the district collector concer-
ned, project director of DRDA,
district forest officer, and ex-
ecutive engineer of rural deve-
lopment would oversee plan-
ning, coordination, and moni-
toring implementation at the
district level.

All work would be geo-tag-
ged in three stages: before com-
mencement, duringexecution,
and after completion, utilising
the Bhuvan Geo-MGNREGA
application. There are specific
guidelines that if 60% of the
expenditure is incurred but
‘during execution geo-tag’ is
not captured until that time, no
further expenditure can be
made. The forester would bere-
sponsible for timely geo-tag-
ging.

The wage rate for
MGNREGS workers in Tamil
Nadu is 7319/day for the cur-

rent fiscal year, and gram sab-
ha approval is required for un-
dertaking the convergence
work in selected sites.

The guidelines outline cle-
arroles for the departmentsin-
volved. The forest department,
as the implementing agency,
would handle the identifica-
tion of sites for nurseries and
plantation activities, creation
of nursery infrastructure, pre-
paration of estimates, gran-
ting technical sanctions, and
implementation.

Therural development and
panchayat raj departments
would be responsible for the al-
location of MGNREGS wor-
kers based on demand and
completion of work. Additio-
nally, all MGNREGS work wo-
uld be subject to social audit,
CAG audit, and internal audit
by the ministry of rural deve-
lopment.
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against the stipulated 3294. 9 October 2024, p.6

Source: The Times of India,
8 October 2024, p.10



Victims of bias: In
agriculture, tasks that
require precision and
skill —such as
transplanting, weeding,
winnowing, and
value-addition — are
largely performed by
‘women. Here, women
are working at a paddy
field at Thiruvalarsolai
in Tiruchi district.

M. MOORTHY

A gender d1v1de not even pollcy could fix

On the fields and construction sites of Tamil Nadu, women work tirelessly; vet, they are paid much less than what men earn for the same tasks. Wage disparity persists,

driven by deep-seated social and economic biases. Whether planting paddy, mixing concrete, or working in shops, women consistently earn less, even when performing

the same tasks as men. Their contributions are undervalued and they are underpaid across sectors, discovers Nacchinarkkini;

M.

uba Shankar of Arupathi village in

Mayiladuthurai is hoeing banana

fields, a task traditionally done by

men. “It is strenuous work, and men
get T600 for the same job, but we only receive
%250. They think hiring two women instead of
one man is cost-effective, but we have no choice
since jobs are scarce,” she says.

V. Maruthammal, transplanting paddy in Tiru-
chi, explains, “I've never seen a man do paddy
transplanting: it requires focus, precision, and
the involvement of the full body. Which is why, it
is left to women. Yet, we get ¥300 per day, while
men are paid 700.” She wryly adds, “Maybe, it is
for the liquor they consume in the evening.”

In agriculture, tasks that require precision and
skill - such as transplanting, weeding, winnow-
ing, and value-addition — are largely performed
by women. But they get paid less. In contrast,
men typically do bund-plastering, sowing, trim-
ming, tractor-driving, and loading and unloading
of agricultural inputs.

M. Chandra, 63, of Nagapattinam notes that
women fully handle cotton-sowing and harvest-
ing. “Men lack the patience required for picking,”
she says. She earns only 3250 for a full day’s
work. So does R. Amudha, 35, an agricultural
worker of Kandamangalam in Cuddalore district.
She also balances fieldwork and household du-
ties. They are not the only ones, unfortunately.

P. Velusamy, a farmer of Kangeyam in Tirup-
pur district, justifies the wage disparity: men are
assigned more physically demanding tasks, for
which they are paid 700, and women are paid
only 400 daily in his region. Despite their skill
and speed in transplanting and picking, women’s
labour is often dismissed as “soft” work. Mean-
while, roles traditionally performed by both men
and womnen are disappearing because of the pre-
vailing labour shortage.

Across Vellore, Ranipet, Tirupattur, and Tiru-
vannamalai districts, women earn significantly
less for agricultural work, receiving around 160
per day, compared with 350 for men. A similar
wage gap is seen in other unorganised sectors
like weaving and construction. Many of these wo-
men have taken small loans from microfinance

ies to meet their i needs, but
are burdened with high interest rates. Private mi-
crofinance companies often prefer lending to wo-
men, viewing them as more reliable in repay-
ment of debts than men. With agriculture being
seasonal, men often migrate to cities for a better
pay, leaving women to shoulder the burden of
lower wages. When farm work is scarce, women,
like Ms. Ruba, seek jobs in small companies that
make health mix and idly flour or at nurseries
where they earn 150 per day.

‘Women in construction

“If the building is two or three storeys high, we
are the ones carrying everything up,” says M. Ra-
jamani of Kattaiyandipatti in Ponnamaravathi of
Pudukkottai district. She describes how men are
often given tasks that require them to remain in
one place, with the women carrying materials to
them. Despite working from 7.30 a.m. to 4.00
p.m. with a one-hour lunch break, Rajamani
earns just ¥350 a day, while the men on the site
earn ¥800. With work only available for four to
five days a week, securing a stable income is a
struggle for her and other labourers.

In construction, women are often tasked with
labour-intensive roles such as carrying heavy
loads of cement, sand, and bricks, and mixing
concrete. They also frequently assist in electrical

Disparity in wages

Average rates of daily wages as per Economics and Statistics

Both State and Union government data highlight a clear gender pay
g2p, even when men and women perform similar tasks

Across Vellore, Ranipet, Tirupattur,
and Tiruvannamalai districts, women
earn significantly less for agricultural
work, receiving around ¥160 per
day, compared with 350 for men.

A similar wage gap is seen in other

through the scheme. Equal pay could incentivise

director of the Centre for Wo-

men’s Development Studies-ICSSR, Delhi, high-
lights socio-economic factors driving wage dis-
parities: gender-biased labour division, concerns

due to household duties, and
cultural norms positioning men as primary ear-
ners, justifying higher wages for them. Societal
expectations of men as breadwinners influence
wage structures, making men’s higher pay seen
as essential for family stability. In contrast, wo-

Gender wage gap in Tamil Nadu in 2023-24 X
Department of the Government of Tamil Nadu
_ 600 551.56 57336 "
P Sowersand | Highest | 3853 (Chengalpattu) | 2583 (Kancheepuram) unorganised sectors
§ wop 313 317.50 pluckersof | Average | 3620 341
§ 300 seedlings || oest | 2306 (Ranipet) 2254 (Pudukkottai)
g 20 S Highest | 3711 (Madurai) i i their return to agriculture.
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i Sowing ion Lowest | 2335 (Theni) 2256 (Pudul
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including
planting, (including harvesters | Averoge X708 s over at
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Despite
women’s

critical role in
agricultural
tasks, their
work is
consistently
undervalued.
Men primarily
handle jobs
like ploughing
and sowing,
which are
classified as
skilled

R.GEETHA,
general secretary,
Unorganised
Workers' Federation

and centering work. In contrast, men are predo-
minantly engaged for skilled masonry work,
which includes laying bricks, applying concrete,
and overseeing the loading and unloading of con-
struction materials. Women are rarely seen in
masonry roles. There have been several initia-
tives to train women as masons, but these efforts
have seen limited success owing to the prevailing
patriarchal dynamics in the workplace.

“Women can handle construction materials
efficiently, which often helps lower the overall
cost,” adds Kanagavalli S., a construction worker
from Thogaimalai in Karur district with 25 years
of experience. Despite travelling 30 km daily in
search of work and enduring constant body pain
and skin problems, she earns only 3500 per day,
compared with 3800 for men. In the Coimba-
tore-Tiruppur belt, men earn over ¥800 per day,
while women, mostly employed as helpers, earn
around 3500, according to Sundaram, a
contractor.

Rural women in other jobs

Kavitha M., 29, who works in a textile shop at
Aranthangi in Pudukkottai, and Thamizhazhagi
32, employed at a jewellery shop at Pattukkot-
tai in Thanjavur district, share two commonali-
ties: both are graduates and earn 32,000 less
than their male counterparts for the same work.
“Women are not paid above 35,000, whereas
men earn up to 37,000 or ¥7,500 for the same
job,” they say.

In Namakkal’s Veppadai, 85 modernised cot-
ton mills employ around 600 workers each, lar-
gely avoiding male labour to prevent unionisa-
tion, according to S. Dhanapal, district secretary
of the Tamil Nadu Textile Mills Labourers Feder-
ation. Male workers earn ¥400-%450 a day, while
male migrant labourers and female workers earn
33103320, well below the government- mandat-
ed 544. These mills operate in rural areas like
Namakkal and Salem to avoid paying higher wag-
es that the workers demand in districts such as
Cmmbatore and Tu'uppur

In 1 wo-
men have achieved equal pay smce 1959, thanks
to union efforts, says M. Valsakumar, general se-
cretary of the Kanniyakumari District Rubber Es-
tate Workers’ Union. Both men and women earn
3630 per day in government estates, but contract
workers face wage disparity, with women earn-
ing 150 less than men’s ¥615. The conditions in

prlvate estates are even worse. In rubber log saw-

, women earn I800 compared with men’s
31,000. The employers offer the same justifica-
tion: men handle heavier work. In Thoothukudi’s
salt pans, men and women earn similar wages for
salt collection, but men receive 10 more when
carrying larger quantities of salt. “While the men
are given I600 a day, the women get T590 as the
quantity of salt being carried by men to the shed
is more,” says ARAS Dhanapalan, a salt
manufacturer.

R. Parri, CITU secretary in Tiruvannamalai,
adds that even in government-related work, priv-
ate contractors often fail to provide the district-

wages. The
silk sari industry is different. Here, women do not
earn less than men for the same work. But others
point out that this could be because only a few
women are employed in the sector.

‘The Tamil Nadu Gazette classifies labourers as
skilled and unskilled, revealing a gender bias by
using traditional male pronouns for most job tit-
les, such as cattleman and calf boy, implying only
men perform these tasks. In the unskilled catego-
1y, labour-intensive jobs like basket-making, bee-
di-rolling, cattle care, concrete-mixing, and cot-
ton picking and harvesting are predominantly
done by women. Despite the physical demands
of these tasks, they are labelled as unskilled, re-
flecting deep-rooted biases in how women’s work
is valued.

R. Geetha, general secretary of the Unorgan-
ised Workers’ Federation, criticises government
policies for reinforcing patriarchal norms. She ar-
gues that men’s work is often labelled as skilled
without proper study, while women’s work is dis-
missed as unskilled, deepening the gender pay
gap in agriculture. “Despite women’s critical role
in agricultural tasks, their work is consistently
undervalued. Men primarily handle jobs like
ploughing and sowing, which are classified as
skilled,” she explains.

“There is a bias favouring man, with their
work being labelled as hard or skilled when it
suits the narrative. Even with recent improve-
ments like the ‘right to sit in shops’ law, the wages
and working conditions for women remain stag-
nant,” Ms. Geetha points.

Subashini Sridhar, CEO, Valanadu Sustainable
Agriculture Producer Company, notes that while
men complain about labour shortage owing to
the MGNREGA, women earn better wages

men rarely unionise or protest, leaving them vul-
nerable to lower wages. In agriculture, men han-
dle tools, while women perform physically
demanding tasks, risking their health, especially
during pregnancy. The rising farming cost leads
farmers to cut labour expenses, often affecting
women’s wages the most.

Disconnect

The data from the State as well as Union govern-
ments highlight a clear gender pay gap, even
when men and women perform similar tasks.
Though Tamil Nadu has been a pioneer in intro-
ducing laws, including the Tamil Nadu Manual
‘Workers (Regulation of Employment and Condi-
tions of Work) Act, 1982, it has done little to ad-
dress the gender pay gap.

‘The Government Orders (G.0.s) issued by the
Labour Department paint a different picture. Ac-
cording to the 2022 G.O. for the construction sec-
tor, the daily wage for a mason in rural areas is
3596, and for a head mazdoor (sithal), it is ¥454.
In agriculture, the 2021 G.0. sets minimum wages
at 500 and 3400 for ploughing with and without
bullocks respectively, and 3229 for six hours of
work for tasks like harvesting, sowing, and weed-
ing. A 2019 G.O. for shops and establishments
sets minimum monthly wages between 5,000
and %6,000, based on the zone and type of work.

“These, however, are not implemented,” ex-
plains R. Sujatha, senior SDG consultant, Tamil
Nadu’s Planning and Development Department.
She says the current wage structure often
amounts to “robbing Peter to pay Paul”: men’s
higher wages are offset by underpaying women.
This skewed market resists inclusive policies, and
the lack of effective regulatory mechanisms en-
trenches gender pay disparities. She also notes
that a comparison of the minimum wage govern-
ment orders with the Season and Crop Report re-
veals a stark disconnect between policy and real-
ity. Sources in the Labour Department
acknowledge that while district-level data on wel-
fare measures for construction and agriculture
workers exist, reliable data on unorganised work-
ers are lacking. The Equal Remuneration Act ad-
dresses gender pay equality in the organised sec-
tor, but there are no regulations for the
unorganised sector.

(With inputs from Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
in Chennai, R. Krishnamoorthy in
Coimbatore, P. Sudhakar in Tirunelveli,

S. Prasad in Cuddalore, D. Madhavan in
Vellore, and M. Sabari in Namakkal)
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Source: The Hindu,
13 October 2024, p.4



Education

T.N. sanctions over X745 crore for infrastructure in govt. schools

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

A total of 440 schools will
get a facelift as the School
Education Department,
along with Nabard (Nation-
al Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development), has

sanctioned over ¥745 crore
for infrastructure projects
for 2024-25.

According to a govern-
ment order, ¥745.27 crore
has been sanctioned to
provide infrastructure
such as additional class-
rooms, toilets, laborato-

ries, drinking water and
compound wall to 440 go-
vernment schools through
the Public Works Depart-
ment. “This would benefit
over 1.2 lakh students in
government high and high-
er secondary schools
across 36 districts,” said a

senior official. Following
an announcement in the
Assembly in February, un-
der the Perasiriyar Anbaz-
hagan School Develop-
ment Scheme, %7,500
crore would be allocated
for its implementation ov-
er five years to improve in-

Source: The Hindu, 29 October 2024, p.6

Centre’s share of funds for
Samagra Siksha Abhiyan
delayed; over 20,000 unpaid

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

While the Union and Tamil
Nadu governments conti-
nue the tussle over the im-
plementation of the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, funds for the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA) are being held back
to the State. More than
20,000 personnel under
the scheme in the State are
yet to receive their salaries.
The project approval
board has allotted a total of
33,586 crore for the
scheme. The Union go-
vernment would contri-
bute 2,152 crore (which is
released in four instal-
ments), and the State,
%1,434 crore. However, the
Tamil Nadu government is
yet to receive the first in-
stalment of I573 crore
from the Centre, which
should have been dis-
bursed by June this year.
Tamil Nadu had signed a
memorandum of under-
standing to introduce the
PM Schools for Rising India
schools in the State. It, ho-
wever, did not agree to en-
force the provisions of the
NEP. Sources said the pay-
ment of salaries depended
on the disbursal of funds
from the Centre. The per-
manent staff employed un-

Rl

under the scheme in government schools. FILE PHOTO

der the scheme included
Block Resource Teacher
Educators (BRTEs). The
other workers comprised
data entry staff, special
educators, physiothera-
pists, and part-time teach-
ers. “It is upsetting that the
salaries are yet to be dis-
bursed. There are festivals
this month, and loans to
pay. It is difficult to make
ends meet [without pay].
We have raised the issue
multiple times, but decid-
ed to wait as the schools
are on a holiday; however,
uncertainty has only been
increasing,” a BRTE said.
More than 12,000 part-
time teachers are em-
ployed under the SSA in
government schools, at a
stipend of 12,500 for vo-
cational subjects. “The
State government should
take steps to disburse our
salaries,” a member of the

TEN Vol

Tamil Nadu All Part-time
Teachers Federation said.

The teachers said there
had been no intimation on
the delay. “They [the offi-
cials] should have in-
formed us about this delay
beforehand, and not left us
to wonder why our salaries
have not been credited,”
said J. Selvarajan, a special
educator. School Educa-
tion Department officials
declined to comment.

AIADMK general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami, in a social media
post, said while the State
could organise the Chen-
nai Formula Racing Cir-
cuit, it was denying the sal-
aries to teachers, citing
non-release of funds by the
Centre.

Former Chief Minister
0. Panneerselvam said it
was unfair to deny salaries
to the employees.
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frastructure at government
schools. The scheme is be-
ing implemented on the
sharing pattern of 85:15 by
the NABARD and the State
government respectively.
Nabard will provide
I633.48 crore while the
State government will bear

T111.79 crore for providing
infrastructure facilities for
3,032 additional class-
rooms, 26 laboratories, 133
toilets, 59 drinking water
and compound wall to the
school. “Soon, tenders for
the same would be float-
ed,” the official added.

Source: The Hindu, 4 October 2024, p.8




First meet of reconstituted SMCs in govt schools on Oct 25

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

AFTER a month’s delay, the
School Education Department
has instructed all government
schools across the state to hold
School Management Commit-
tee (SMC) meetings on October
25. This will be the first meeting
since the SMCs were reconsti-
tuted in August.

The meeting was expected to
be conducted immediately after
the reconstitution in Septem-
ber. The upcoming meetings
have twokey agendas — review-
ing resolutions adopted over
the past two years and discuss-
ing the higher education guid-

ance provided to students
through the career guidance
cell. According to officials, each
school has adopted around 40 to
50 resolutions. The newly ap-
pointed members will review
these and decide further action.
Schools have also been in-
structed to maintain a
physical register of the
new resolutions and
upload them on the Par-
ent App.

Previously, SMC meet-
ings were held monthly
with the broad agenda shared
from the school education de-
partment. But last year, follow-
ing demands from teachers’ as-
sociations, the frequency was

changed to once in three
months. However, a govern-
ment order dated August 7has
advised schools to conduct SMC
meetings at least once a month,
with flexibility for schools to
schedule meetings as needed.
The headmaster, in consul-
tation with SMC mem-
bers, will decide the
meeting date.
“Last vear, SMC mem-
bers in many schools
played a crucial role in
tracking students who had
not vet joined higher education
institutions. We hope that, giv-
en the focus on career guidance,
many schools will schedule
their next SMC meeting next

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 October 2024, p.4

KANAVU ASIRIYAR CONTEST

Govt selects 54 teachers
for all-paid France trip

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

IN a first, the school education
department will take 54 teach-
ers, who excelled under the
Kanavu Asirivar scheme, along
with a few education officials to
France for a week. Of
these, 32 are primary
school teachers, and 22
are from high and high-
er secondary schools.
Speaking to the teachers
who were selected under
the scheme, School Educa-
tion Minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyvamozhi said that teachers
shape the minds of the next
generation, and this recogni-
tion would inspire them to per-
form even better. Under the

Kanavu Asiriyar scheme, teach-
ers underwent a series of as-
sessments, including multiple-
choice tests, district-level
evaluation and tests. These
tests covered teaching strate-
gies, subject knowledge, and
classroom management,
among other areas. Ac-
cording to the school
education department,
16,247 teachers working
in government and gov-
ernment-aided schools
had applied to take the tests
under the scheme. Of this, 10,305
teachers wrote the initial test
and 2,008 progressed to the next
level. From this, 992 teachers
were chosen and finally 54 teach-
ers were selected, said a release.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 October 2024, p.2

month,” said an official.

To ensure legitimacy of the
SMCs, members will be issued
identity cards and letter pads.
Schools are required to display
details of SMC members on
their information boards and
create Whats App groups for co-
ordination. SMC meeting sched-
ules and agendas should be
communicated to members via
post, phone or WhatsApp, and
also displayed on the school’s
information board.

In addition, the state govern-
ment has established a state-
level monitoring committee,
headed by the chief secretary,
to ensure SMC resolutions are
implemented. The SMC will
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meet once every three months.
A district-level monitoring com-
mittee led by the collector and
including officials from various
departments will meet monthly
to review the progress of SMC
resolutions. The resolutions
will be consolidated depart-
ment-wise and forwarded to
heads of departments and col-
lectors for action.

Newly appointed SMC chair-
persons will be added as joint
signatories, along with the
headmasters, to operate the
school’s account. Copies of cir-
cular sent to headmasters by
the department should also be
shared with the SMC
chairperson.



Teachers land in Paris to explore
innovative teaching methods

Preetika.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Astheairplane
touched down in Paris on
Wednesday, 54 govt school
teachers from Tamil Na-
dudeboarded, all set to ex-
plore innovative teaching
methods during their we-
ek-long ‘Kanavu Asiriy-
ar’ (Dream Teacher) pro-
gramme from Oct 23 to 28.

The group includes 32
primary and 22 high scho-
ol and higher secondary
teachers, selected thro-
ugh arigorous process in-
volving tests, classroom
demonstrations, and eva-
luations of their teaching
methods. “This initiative
recognises the best of our
teachers and equips them
with tools to grow. We will
visit some historical pla-
ces, industries, and meet
experts,” said director of
elementaryeducation P A
Naresh.

For many of the tea-
chers, this trip offers mo-
re than an opportunity to
learn, it’s also a chance to
reflect on the challenges
they face back home, par-
ticularly engaging stu-
dents for a longer time.
“I'm eager to see how
French educators bring
creativity into their class-
rooms. I'm particularly
interested in how they use
puzzles and games to bu-
ild problem-solving

BEAING FACES: TN teachers land in France for the

week-long ‘Kanavu Asiriyar’ programme

skills. I hope to bring tho-
se ideas to inspire my stu-
dents,” said Divya Srini-
vasan, a primary school
teacher.

The programme aims
to recognise and support
teachers dedicated to
transforming students in-
to human resources and
expand teachers’ skills.
Ravi Kumar; a high school
mathematics teacher
from Salem, views the
trip as a chance to deepen
hisexpertise. “I'mexcited
to explore project-based
learning and hands-on
methods to make subjects
more tangible. French
classrooms are known for
fostering critical thin-
Kking and creativity, and I
want to see how they in-
tegrate different subjects
in innovative ways.”

In the digital age, ex-
perts stress the importan-
ceof embracingtechnolo-

Source: The Times of India, 24 October 2024, p.4

gy in education. Senthil
Kumaran, co-founder of
Learners Confluence,
wants teacherstoview ar-
tificial intelligence (Al)as
ahelpful tool. “Al won’tre-
place teachers but can as-
sist with tasks like crea-
ting question papers and
enhancing the learning
experience,” hesaid.

With student engage-
ment becoming increa-
singly challenging, Alex-
ander Jesudasan, former
principal of Madras
Christian College, calls
for innovative approa-
ches. “Attention spans ha-
ve dropped significantly.
We must focus on what
students are truly lear-
ning, and experiential
methods are essential.
Schools can adopt gamifi-
ed lessons that capture
students’ attention and
spark curiosity,” he advi-
sed.
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‘Ennum Ezhuthum’: Time spent by teachers on
each subject insufficient, says plan panel study

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

A study conducted by the Tamil
Nadu State Planning Commis-
sion in over 200 primary schools
in Chennai and Tiruvallur has
said that there is aneed for sig-
nificant improvements in the
implementation of the ‘Ennum
Ezhuthum' scheme, which
aims to strengthen foundation-
al literacy and numeracy for
students from Classes 1to 5 in
gover nment schools across the
state. The study suggested that
there is a need to provide teach-
ers with several tvpes of peda-
gogies to enlarge the scope for
them to choose based on the
needs of students.

‘Ennum Ezhuthum’ was in-
troduced for Classes 1 to 3 dur-
ing 2022-23 and extended to
Classes 4 and 5 the following
yvear With the scheme’s current
phase set to end in 2025, the
planning commission conduct-

ed this preliminary study to
identify key areas that need to
be studied during a larger eval-
uation. The study used a “time
on task™ method, where more
than 200 teachers selfreported
the time spent teaching each
subject. Interviews were con-
ducted with 50 teachers regard-
ing curriculum, teaching meth-
ods and classroom experience.

The study identified that the
time allocated for teaching dif-
ferent subjects across the
schools was inconsistent. It
said the time spent on each sub-
ject was often insufficient and
varied significantly between
schools leading to unequal
teaching and learning experi-
ences. “There is a need to ex-
plore whether minimum stand-
ards were ensured in schools,”
the study said. Multi-grade
teachers, those handling stu-
dents in multiple grades in the
same classroom, particularly

struggled to implement the
scheme. They faced challenges
in managing different text-
books for each subject and
srouping students according to
their learning levels. Teachers
also found it difficult to com-
plete the curriculum within the
allocated time, the study said.
Teachers who were part of
the study highlighted the need
to give scope for them to inno-
vate with pedagogy and teach-
ing and learning materials as
well as with the pace of learn-

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 October 2024, p.4

TN. govt. launches certificate course for
home-based elderly care assistants

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

On the occasion of Interna-
tional Day for Older Per-
sons, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment on Tuesday
launched a three-month
certificate  course for
“Home Based Elderly Care
Support Assistant.” The
course, which will be of
fered in the 36 government
medical colleges in the
State, will have a total in-
take of 975 candidates,
Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian said in Chennai.
Shortly after launching
the course at an event at
the National Centre for
Ageing (NCA), Guindy, the
Minister said an announce-
ment to start the new cer-
tificate programme was
made during the Health
Budget. Since there is a
growing demand for care
services for the elderly at
their homes, the certificate
programme is intended to
address their needs.

He added that while
some admitted their elder-
ly parents at homes for the
aged, some engaged assis-
tants through private or-
ganisations to take care of
them at home.

Nearly 10% to 13% of the
elderly seek healthcare at
government hospitals in
the State, he said, adding
that during the three-
month programme, the
candidates can take care of
the elderly coming to go-
vernment hospitals and get
practical training.

A curriculum has been
created for the course. At
the NCA, 100 students will
be admitted to the pro-
gramme, Mr. Subramanian
said, adding that he will be
talking to deans of govern-
ment medical colleges on
launching the course. Can-
didates must have com-
pleted Class X or XII and
should reside in the vicini-
ty of the respective hospi-
tal where the course is be-
ing offered. If any resident
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in the vicinity needs assis-
tance to take care of the el-
derly, they can approach
the institution after three
months. He said there
were 14.90 crore elderly
people in the country. In
Tamil Nadu, the elderly ac-
counted for 13.7% of the to-
tal population. MP Thamiz-
hachi Thangapandian and
Director of Medical Educa-
tion J. Sanguman were
among those present.

Source: The Hindu, 2 October 2024, p.8

ing. The study found only slight
variations in learning out-
comes among students across
schools, even though the gual-
ity and gquantity of time spent
on teaching varied. However, as
students come from diverse so-
cial, cultural, and linguistic
backgrounds, they require dif
ferent teaching approaches tai-
lored to their needs.

The report recommended
conducting a statewide study
with data from all districts to
evaluate the scheme. It also
suggested that teachers be
trained in a range of pedagogi-
cal methods and be given the
freedom to choose approaches
best suited for their students. A
comparative study of different
teaching methods should be
conducted before designing
teacher training programs to
ensure that teachers have the
tools and flexibility they need
to meet the varied needs.



Govt teachers to be trained to prepare
better readmg C ntent for students

Preetika P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: As govt schools
launched the ‘reading mo-
vement’ this academic year,
parents are calling for more
diverse reading materials
—withafocusoncurrentaf-
fairs, history, and politics.
Teachers of classes IV toIX
will receive video-based tra-
ining via the department’s
Educational Management
Information System plat-
form to make content more
relevant for students.
Teachers author stories
for studentsfrom classesIto
XII. Last year, the depart-
ment allocated 10 crore to
the initiative. In the pilot
phase, 53 books were prepa-
red and more than 90 lakh
copies were distributed.
The project is now expan-
ding, with plans to print mo-
re copies of 70additional bo-
oksand areading manual.
Parents say students are
spending more time on the-
ir phones, resulting in shor-
ter attention spans. R Shan-
ti, a parent from Teynam-
pet, feels students barely get
exposure to current affairs.
“They don’t read at home at
all. If we engage children
with news in an interesting
way, they will learn beyond
the textbook too. My child-
ren are constantly on their

Representatwe picture

UPSKILLING TEACHERS: In the p ilot phase, 53 books were
prepared and more than 90 lakh copies were distributed

phones, which makes it dif-
ficult for them to engage
with books for long pe-
riods.”

To accommodate vario-
us reading abilities, the bo-
oksaredivided intofour sta-
ges—nulai (enter), nada
(walk), oodu (run), and para
(fly). Nulai-level books fea-
ture pictures with a single
lineof text, whilenada-level
books include a paragraph
of text with pictures. Each
book contains a simple sto-
ry spread over 16 to 17 pages.
Charulatha M, a teacher
from R A Puram, said, “The-
se short stories and visuals
help engage students and
build their reading habits.”

According to Srinidhi

Source: The Times of India, 15 October 2024, p.4

Devan, a school counsellor,
when teachers design the
content themselves, they
can make it more relatable
tothe students’ cultural and
social backgrounds, which
leads to better learning out-
comes. “Students need to le-
arn about finances, gover-
nance, life skills, and more.
Stories are an effective way
to keep them engaged,” she
said.

Experts believe this co-
uld empower teachers to
upskill too. Director of
School Education S Kan-
nappan, added, “This will
help teachers develop skills
in content creation, making
them more engaged in the
teaching process.”
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Over 300 engineering
colleges to get trial access
to e-books and journals

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: More than 300 engi-
neeringcolleges, partof Anna
University’s E-Resource Con-
sortium, will get trial accessto
20,000 e-books and 30,000 e-
journals from next week.

Over three lakh students
from these colleges will gain
access to interactive e-books,
explanatory videos, and engi-
neering journals via Anna
University’s platform on their
gadgetsand laptops.

At a sensitisation meeting
with college principals and li-
brarianslast week, theuniver-
sity revealed that trial access
would begin next week, with
full access available to stu-
dents from Jan 2025 onwards.

“The access to e-resources
will increase several fold for
the same or less subscription
fee under the consortium
model. With fewer students
accessing physical libraries

and books, this move will in-
crease student engagement.
Further, based on feedback,
there will be modifications be-
fore launching it next year,”
said V Balusamy, principal of
Kongu Engineering College.
He said that this model would
soon be adopted by all univer-
sities in the state. Under the
consortium model, UG stu-
dents will pay a yearly sub-
scription fee of 500, PG stu-
dents 1,500, and PhD scholars
73,000.

“This new initiative en-
sures that a student enrolled
in a remote college will have
access to the same number of
journals as a student enrolled
in top colleges. Additionally,
access to extensive e-re-
sources will improve the
NIRF ranking of colleges and
boost theirNAAC and NBA ac-
creditation scores,” said R Vel-
raj, former vice-chancellor of
Anna University.

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2024, p.5

Industry experts call
for focus on core
engineering subjects

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

To develop an interest in
core engineering subjects,
it is necessary to conduct
sensitisation programme
for school students and pa-
rents, industry heads have
suggested.

For several years now,
students are shunning core
engineering branches in fa-
vour of IT and Computer
Science Engineering. To
change the skewed prefe-
rence for CSE-centric
courses, Anna University
organised a sensitisation
programme on ‘Why core
engineering still matters’
on Wednesday.

College principals and
chairpersons participated
in a panel discussion with
senior officials from manu-
facturing companies and
human resource personnel
from the IT sector.

The industry partici-
pants in the panel discus-
sion suggested that indus-
try-related emerging
technologies be included
in the syllabus as core
courses. The senior heads
ofindustry drew from their
personal experiences to
point out that students
must be enabled to deve-
lop self-learning skills.

Higher Education Secre-
tary K. Gopal said the
event had been organised
with the aim of safeguard-

Industry heads
said students must
be well-equipped
to develop
self-learning skills

ing the nation’s future. At a
time when the country had
set an ambitious goal of
sustainable energy inde-
pendence, it depended
heavily on core engineers,
he said. “As we work to-
wards achieving these
goals, we need a new gen-
eration of professionals
who are not only vested in
cutting-edge technologies
but also grounded in the
principles of core engi-
neering,” he said.

K.M. Suseendran, Tech-
no HR leader, Head, Aca-
demic Alliances at TCS; K.
Subramanian, Senior Vice-
President at Ashok Ley-
land; P. Sivakumar, Distin-
guished Scientist and form-
er Director of CVRDE; P.
Kaniappan, Managing Di-
rector of ZF Commercial
Vehicle Control Systems;
and Career guidance spe-
cialist Ramesh Prabha par-
ticipated in the discussion.
The other speakers includ-
ed Shankar Venugopal,
Vice-President at Mahindra
and Mahindra and Srivats
Ram, Chairman, CII T.N.
State Council and Manag-
ing Director of Wheels
India.

Source: The Hindu, 10 October 2024, p.4
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UGC releases draft

guidelines for

apprenticeship-embedded degrees

The courses aim to improve the employability of UG students. After receiving comments from the public, the guidelines

will be notified enabling higher educational institutions to launch the courses from the January-February academic session

R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

he University
T Grants ~ Commis-
sion has released

the draft guidelines for Ap-
prenticeship Embedded
Degree Programme
(AEDP) in higher educa-
tional institutions.

After receiving com-
ments from the public, the
guidelines will be notified
enabling higher education-
al institutions to launch the
courses from the January-
February academic ses-
sion.

UGC chairman M. Jaga-
desh Kumar said the Com-
mission had taken a deci-
sion at its meeting on
October 3 to facilitate the

™Y

launch of the AEDP in In-

dian universities.
Institutions that meet

the required criteria such

Ranking Framework rank-
ing, and National Assess-
ment and Accreditation
Council accreditation can

aims to improve the em-
ployability of undergrad-
uate students by integrat-
ing apprenticeship into

50% of the duration of the Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme. FILE PHOTO

AEDP includes class-
room learning and on-the-
job training with a specific
emphasis on learning out-

hands-on training. Institu-
tions may offer apprentice-
ship from the second sem-
ester to a maximum of 50%
of the duration of the pro-
gramme. A single intern-
ship can stretch to at least
one semester and the cre-
dit system is established
based on training hours.
As per the national credit
framework, 30 hours of
training is equal to one cre-
dit. A one-year apprentice-
ship training is equivalent
to a minimum of 40 cre-
dits.

Candidates are eligible
for a stipend. Institutions
must enter into a tripartite
agreement between the
HEL industry and the stu-
dent.

One of the mandates is
that the higher educational
institutions must track the
students after the pro-
gramme is completed to

as National Institutional

offer the course, which

their degree programme.

comes through practical,

100 sportspersons across TN to be
given govt jobs soon, says Udhaya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Tiruvannamalai

AT least 100 Tamil Nadu sport-
spersons will be given govern-
ment jobs soon, Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayvanidhi Stalin
said on Saturday

Speaking at an event organ-
ised to distribute sports equip-
ment and loans to women self-
help groups as part of the
Kalaignar centenary celebra-
tions at the Kalaignar Memorial
located opposite the Tiruvan-
namalai Municipal Corporation
office on Saturday, the sports
and vouth welfare minister said
the state government has suc-
cessfully protected the people of
Chennai, Chengalpattu, Tiru-
vallur and Kancheepuram from
the recent heavy rains through
months of preparation.

“Some people claimed that
there was no rain, but north
Chennai received up to 30 cm
rainfall. The fact that Chennai
remains unaffected today is
due to the eftorts of the Dravid-
ian model government led by
Chief Minister MK Stalin,” Ud-

Q

A world-class hockey stadium will be
set up in Tiruvannamalai district
within a year. Chief Minister
MK Stalin has allocated a sumof
Z10 crore for the project

Udhayanidhi Stalin

havanidhi said.

The deputy chief minister
also said a world-class hockey
stadium will be constructed in
Tiruvannamalai district. “The
CM has has allocated 10 crore
for the project, and we aim to

A *
-

Deputy (M Udhayanidhi Stalin distributing sports kits in Tiruvannamalai | exeress

complete it within a vear. This
stadium will meet international
standards and will be a pride of
Tiruvannamalai,” he said.

A total of 33 packages of
sports gear were distributed to
8e0panchayats in Tiruvannamas-
lai district, 412 panchayats in
Kallakurichi district, and 208
panchayats in Tirupattur dis-
trict. Loans amounting to 341 .42
crore were sanctioned to 478
wormen’s SHGs in Tiruvannama-
lai, F20.05 crore to 184 SHGs in
Kallakurichi, and T16.58 crore to

assess its effectiveness.

Source: The Hindu,

11 October 2024, p.10

141 SHGs inTirupattur, Udhaya- Source: The New Indian Express,

nidhisaid.
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TN, five states pause
PG medical admission

Delay In
Releasing
Scores

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com
Chennai: At least six states
including Tamil Nadu have
put post-graduate medical
admissions on hold. This is
because the National Board
of Examinations in Medical
Sciences, which conducted
NEET PG on Aug 11 and de-
clared results on Aug 23, is
vettorelease individual sco-

res of students.

The NEET PG 2024 was
held on Aug 11 in two bat-
ches. The NBE, an autono-
mous body under the Union
ministry of health and fami-
ly welfare, normalised sco-
res of candidates and decla-
red percentile and ranks of
students. “We have written
to NBE seeking students'
scores. Without scores, it
will be difficult for us to con-
duct counselling, particu-
larly for in-service candida-
tes,” said director of medi-
caleducation DrJ Sanguma-
ni.

The state offers up to 30
marks as incentive to in-ser-
vice candidates working in
hilly regions and difficult
terrains. Officials tried re-
verse calculations using
percentile scores to calcula-

National Board of Examinations
said it will not be able to declare
scores even after accepting that
the normalisation process has
been conducted, based on which
scores were arrived at

te marks; however, they fo-
und it was not reliable. “We
need students’ scores; else
we cannot add incentive
marks. Weneed the normali-
sed scores,” he said.

Some candidates have
approached Supreme Court,
seeking transparency in
NEET-PG results. “We are
expecting to start counsel-
ling based on the verdict,”
officials in the directorate
said. At Centre, the medical
counselling committee un-
der DGHS started the NEET
PG counselling registration
process for round 1 but is yet
to release the information
bulletin that details the pro-
cess, including the schedule.

However, officials from
NBE said they have discus-
sed the issue in detail with
National Medical Commis-
sion. “The normalisation
process has been conducted.
It is a very complicated pro-
cess, based on which percen-
tile and scores were arrived
at. We will not be able to de-
clare scores. Percentile and
ranks are enough for admis-
sions. Ranks show the order
of merit,” the official from

Source: The Times of India, 5 October 2024, p.5

New Delhi said.

NMC officials said they
have already announced the
new guidelines for admis-
sions. The post graduate me-
dical education regula-
tions-2023 do not permit sta-
tes to offer incentives for in-
service candidates. “Inste-
ad, they must create a quota
within the in-service quota
to incentivise candidates
from rural, hilly, or difficult
terrains,” a senior official
said. “Doingthis will ensure
merit in NEET is not com-
promised,” he said.

While it is vet to be ascer-
tained whether it would be-
nefit or affect candidates in
rural areas, government
doctors’ associations say
NMC must not dictate terms
on how admission should be
conducted for state quota se-
ats. “These matters were
settled in court. It is unfair
to bring it up again and
change rulesnow. Many can-
didates have been working
in hilly and difficult terra-
ins expecting incentives. Se-
ats in some specialities are
so small that you can’t give
quotas,” he said.
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‘TN to act against med
colleges over high fees’

Health Min
Tells Panel
To Look Into
Complaints

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
govtwould recommendaction
against medical colleges for
charging excessive fees, he-
alth minister Ma Subramani-
an said Wednesday. The selec-
tion committee had received
two complaints from parents
about colleges that demanded
“prohibitively high fees”, he
said. These complaints would
be sent to the fee committee
for furtheraction, he said.

In July, the committee on
the fixation of fees for self-fi-
nancing professional colle-
ges, headed by Justice R Pong-
iappan, recommended no in-
crease in tuition fees for
MBBS and BDS courses. The
committee fixed up to 4.50
lakh towards tuition and spe-
cial fees for students joining
through the govt quota in self-
financing colleges, ¥13.5 lakh
for students joining through
the management quota and
224.51akh for the NRI quota.

courses

In July, the committee on the
fixation of fees for self-financing
professional colleges, headed by
Justice R Pongiappan,
recommended no increase in
tuition fees for MBBS and BDS

For private medical uni-
versities, the fee is highern
“Collegesasked forafee incre-
ase this year, but the commit-
tee declined. The prescribed
fee does not include hostel,
mess and transportation
charges. Colleges can charge
separately for this,” Subrama-
nian said.

However, colleges could
not make a Kkilling out of this,
hesaid. “If thechargesareun-
reasonable, parents can file
complaints along with the re-
quired evidence and docu-
ments. We will urge the com-
mittee to initiate action aga-
inst the colleges,” he said. He-
alth secretary, two former
state university VCs, DME
and a CA are members of the
committee,

Parents and student coun-
sellorssay this may have noef-
fect. “Last year, more than 20
complaints were filed before
the committee. We have not

Source: The Times of India, 10 October 2024, p.4

heard of any action,” said stu-
dent counsellor Manickavel
Arumugam. “If the state is se-
rious, it must ask colleges to
declare the fee in the prospec-
tus and on the webpages. This
will allow parents and stu-
dents to make informed choi-
ces during the admission pro-
cess,” hesaid.

Most parents agreed. “We
expected an additional fee of
maybe¥1-72lakh. We were sur-
prised when it was almost
equal to the tuition fee,” saida
parent whose child was allot-
ted a seat in a medical college
in Namakkal. “We paid a
prescribed fee of 4.51akh and
anadditional 74 lakh. They in-
sisted that it should be in cash
and haven't given us any rece-
ipt. We paid because we did
not want to lose the seat,” he
said. Another college in Chen-
nai, whichstarted admissions
this year, charged parents
Z3.501akh as an additional fee.
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TN govt releases Samagra

Shiksha salaries for Sept

Following protests, state pays over 20K employees from own pocket

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Chennai

FOLLOWING a protest by the
coordination committee of all
teachers’ and non-teaching
staff associations on Wednes-
day, the state school education
department released the sala-
ries of over 20,000 employees
under the Samagra Shiksha
(S8) scheme for the month of
September. Officials confirmed
that funds were dispatched to
the respective districts to en-
sure the 88 emplovees received
their pay in time for the upcom-
ing pooja holidays.

DMK leader R S Bharathi,
who participated in the stir,
stated that Chief Minister M K
Stalin had directed him to take
part and School Education Min-
ister Anbil Mahesh Poyvamozhi
assured him that the state
would release the salaries by
utilising its own funds by the
time the protest is over:

According to officials, the
state government has been cov-
ering the salaries of over 20,000
employees under the scheme
since Junedue to adelay in the
release of funds from the cen-
tre. Various associations have
condemned the central govern-
ment for withholding more

; [lil.lnl.‘"‘

Various teachers’ and non-teaching staff associations staged a protest condemning
the non-release of central funds at Valluvar Kottam on Wednesday | aswwin prasary

than ¥2,150 crore — this year’s
first installment of funds for
Tamil Nadu — as the state has
refused to sign the MoU for set-
ting up PM-SHRI schools citing
the three-language policy
involved.

Leaders from over 10 teach-
ers’ associations spoke at the
protest against the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
criticising the centre linking
the release of funds to the poli-
cy's implementation. They
warned of intensified protests
across the state and in Delhi if
funds were not released soon.
CPM leader K Balakrishnan

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 October 2024, p.2

stressed that future genera-
tions would resent the state
government if it accepted the
three-language policy in ex-
change for release of funds.

Leaders from various politi-
cal parties, including VCK
president Thol Thirumavala-
van, and over 10 teachers’ asso-
ciations participated in the pro-
test. They questioned what they
termed ‘step-motherly’ treat-
ment meted out to Tamil Nadu
by the central government in
providing disaster relief and
infrastructure funding apart
from the Samagra Shiksha
funds.
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50% of TN adolescents are
anaemic; girls affected more

ANAEMIA PREVALENCE

Pushpa Narayan
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Nearly half of Ta-
mil Nadu'’s adolescent popula-
tion is anaemic, with girls sig-
nificantly more affected, a di-
rectorate of public health stu-
dy has found.

Iron deficiency anaemia,
the most common form in
children, can cause behaviou-
ral problems, short attention
spans, and delays in develop-
ment. Children with iron defi-
ciency anaemia may also expe-
rience fatigue, pale skin, and
brittle nails. Common causes
include inadequate iron inta-
ke, blood loss due to heavy
menstruationorothermedical
reasons, and impaired iron ab-
sorption.

Asper National Family He-
alth Survey 5 (2019-2021), natio-
nal prevalence of anaemia was
59% for girls and 31% for boys.
In TN, the report said, it was
52.9% in adolescent girls and
24.6% in adolescent boys. Bar-
ring this, TN didn’t have com-
prehensive data on anaemia in
adolescents, particularly inci-
dence among adolescent boys,
said Director of Public Health
T S Selvavinayagam, a senior
author of the study published
in the state public health jour-
nal. To fill the gap, a study was
conducted among adolescents
(1019 yrs) between May 2023
and March 2024. It focused on
gender, location, and severity
of cases. PHCs collected blood
samples from 19.15 lakh adole-
scents and sent them for analy-

MILD | Hb levels of 11-11.9 g/dL
for girls and 11-12.9 g/dL for
boys

MODERATE | Hb Levels of 8-10.9
g/dL

SEVERE | Hb levels of &lt;8 g/dL

B BOYS MGIRLS
Mild

Moderate

Severe
0.7%
2.7%

i ADOLESCENTS | 48.3%

47%

SOURCE: TN-DPH

sis as per national guidelines
of ‘Anaemia Mukt Bharat.’
Analysis showed 48.3% of
adolescents — 54.4% girls and
41% boys - had anaemia.
“Among adolescent boys with
anaemia, 59.1% had mild anae-
mia, 40.2% moderate anaemia,
and 0.7% severe anaemia.
Among girls, 50.9% had mild
anaemia, 47% moderate anae-
mia, and 2.1% severe anae-
mia,” said first author, Dr Shi-
nu Priya R. Prevalence, howe-
ver, was not uniform. Nearly
half of the health units survey-
ed reported anaemiarates abo-
ve 50%. Trichy was highest
with 84%, Dindigul and Kalla-
kurichi 70% each and Cudda-
lore 61%. Severe anaemia was
relatively uncommon, withon-
ly a few districts with rates
above 1%. Kovilpatti and Tiru-

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2024, p.5

vallur health units reported
2% each. Scientists concluded
thereisan“urgentneedfortar-
geted public health interven-
tions.”

World Health Organization
(WHO)says anaemia isa signi-
ficant global public health is-
sue, affecting 30% of non-preg-
nant women and 37% of preg-
nant women aged 1549 years,
with children and adolescents
also at elevated risk. The aut-
hors emphasised the need for
comprehensivestrategies, par-
ticularly in high-prevalence
districts. Successful imple-
mentation of iron supplemen-
tation programmes, nutritio-
nal education, and school-ba-
sed health initiatives will sig-
nificantly alleviate the burden
of anaemia among adole-
scents.
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Health at doorstep
scheme wins UN
prize for TN

Times NEws NETWORK

mil Nadu has received
I the ‘UN Interagency
Task Force Awards for
2024° for its flagship scheme,
Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam
(MTM) that delivers home-
based healthcare services to
improve access, treatment, and
follow-up for vulnerable popu-
lations, and to strengthen the
system for non-communicable
diseases across all levels of
care. The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) was
given the award for its disabil-
ity rehabilitation programme,
making TN and ICMR the only
winners from across Asia.
“With more than 1.8 crore
beneficiaries, MTM is deliver-
ing essential healthcare ser-
vices directly to the people’s
doorsteps,” chief minister M
K Stalin posted on his X han-
dle. The award, he said, wasa

trol — a marginal increase
compared to the first edition
in 2019-20. The percentage of
people with control of blood
pressure increased from 7.3%
in 2019-20 to 17% in 2024. Simi-
larly, the percentage of people
with control of sugar levels
went up from around 10.8% to
16.7% during the same period.
The surveillance done by
ICMR - National Institute of
Epidemiology showed the con-
trol of diabetes and hyperten-
sion.

Director of public health
Dr T 8 Selva Vinayagam, said
62% of people in the high-risk
group, including those seeking
treatment at private hospitals,
receive medicines from the
state govt. “We now know that
it is possible to delay complica-
tions and prevent deaths with
effective workflow and aware-
ness among people,” he says.
“MTM will also focus on sub-

File pic

“testament to the scheme’s
profound impact™.

Launched in 2021 for the
early diagnosis and treat-
ment of diabetes, hyperten-
sion, renal failure, and can-
cer, the scheme involves
volunteers screening people
for ailments, identifying
those at risk, scheduling
medical consultations and
delivering drugs to door-
steps. Among the 1.86 crore
people enrolled under the
scheme, more than 92 lakh
had hypertension, 46 lakh
had diabetes, and 41 lakh had
a combination.

In April, the state health
department announced the
second edition of the STEP-
wise approach to NCD risk
factor surveillance (STEPS). It
showed 17% of people in Tamil
Nadu had their blood sugar
and blood pressure under con-

groups such as factory workers
and gated communities. The
aim is to increase the pool of
beneficiaries, diagnose disor-
ders early, and prevent early
deaths.”

Public health expert T
Sundararaman says Tamil
Nadu faces a high rate of pre-
ventable premature mortality,
particularly due to heart dis-
eases and kidney failure,
among the 30-70 age group,
with men experiencing three
to five times higher risk com-
pared to women.

“Preventive and primary
healthcare will bring down the
cost of care and prevent
deaths,” he says. The award
for the nomination, submit-
ted by the department of
health and family welfare,
was announced during the
79th UN General Assembly
in New York on Sept 25.

Source: The Times of India, 8 October 2024, p.11

desks in primary
health centres

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: All primary he-
alth centres in the state will
have a help desk to guide pa-
tients, enhance efficiency,
and improve patient satis-
faction, director of public
health Dr T S Selvavinaya-
gam said. Staff at these
desks will provide quick re-
sponses, accurate informa-
tion, and help patients re-
solve problems. Doctors
and staff at PHCs have been
directed to enhance opera-
tional efficiency, offer a bet-
ter environment for pati-
ents, and digitalise patient
records.

Dr Selvavinayagam has
asked district health offici-
als to set up a “May I Help
You” counter in all health
centres. These centres must
be managed by friendly, tra-
ined staff or volunteers fa-
miliarwiththeservicesand
procedures. They will pro-
vide information booklets
on services and the preven-
tion and management of
common ailments.

Doctors managing
PHCsmustensure thereare
visible signboards with es-
sential information, inclu-
ding PHC timings and staff
directories in Tamil and
Braille. All PHCs must have
comfortable seating and
waiting areas, clean drin-
king water, and sanitation
facilities, besides wheel-
chair or aid mobility for the
disabled. “While PHCs may
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Director of

public health Dr
Selvavinayagam has
asked district health
officials to set

up a “May | Help You”
counter in all

health centres

not be able to take care of
patients with all diseases,
they must have first aid and
facilities to stabilise a pati:
ent,” he said.

PHCs will also have digi:
tal display screens for que
ue management, health
awareness, and other anno:
uncements. “The aim is tc
ensure patients are com:
fortable,” he said. Most pri
mary health centres are
equipped with computers
and good connectivity. “We
have asked them to compu
terise OP sheets and access
patient records on compu
ters without compromising
patient safety. These efforts
will enhance operational ef-
ficiency,” he said.

Doctors and staff at the
PHC will also make efforts
to collect feedback from pa:
tients and attenders about
the facilities through a sug
gestion box or feedback
form, he said. “The directo
rate will also organise regu
lar patient satisfaction sur:
veys to improve the quality
of services at the PHC,"” he
said.

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2024, p.2



With 15K dengue cases so far this year, TN
to set up LO0O med camps ahead of rains

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Seven peopledi-
ed of dengue in 2024, and
more than 15,000 cases we-
re registered in the past
ten months, according to
health minister Ma Subra-
manian. The monsoon
may cause more cases of
seasonal ailments, inclu-
ding malaria, influenza,
and gastrointestinal dise-
ases.

On Oct 15, the state he-
alth department will hold
1,000 medical camps, in-
cluding 100 in Chennai, to
screen people for these ail-
ments and start early tre-
atment.

“We found that people
who died had undergone

delayed treatment,” he sa-
id, asking people to avoid
self-diagnosis and self-
medication.

Doctors have seen a
surge in respiratory dise-
ases, influenza-A, scrub
typhus, leptospirosis, and
typhoid cases. While most
people are treated as out-
patients, some may requi-
re hospitalisation, public
health expertssay.

“People must ensure

Source: The Times of India, 9 October 2024, p.4

they meet a doctor if they
have a fever for more than
two days. It is important
not to take anything other
than paracetamol without
medical consultation. Pa-
racetamol too cannot be
abused. We see complica-
tions, including internal
bleeding, when patients
with dengue take painkil-
lers,” said additional di-
rector of public health
and preventive medicine

(disease control) Dr P

People must avoid self-medication Sampath.
and consult a doctor if they have a
fever for more than two days, said
additional director of public

health and preventive medicine

“People can call 108 for
emergencies and 104 if
they have health-related
queries,” he said.

While local bodies will
undertake mosquito cont-
rol measures, Subramani-
an asked people to ensure
their houses and neighbo-
urhood spaces are clean.

Earlier, he inaugura-
ted a free heart and gene-
ral medical check-up
camp jointly conducted by
Lions Club and Apollo Ho-
spitals in Guindy.

The camp offers free
consultation with doc-
tors, tests for blood pres-
sure and blood sugar le-
vels, and heart diseases.

‘May I Help You' counters to
come up at PHCs to create

patient-friendly

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

All Primary Health Centres
(PHCs) in Tamil Nadu
should have ‘May I Help
You' counters and a pa-
tient-friendly ambience,
with accessibility features
for persons with disabili-
ties.

Issuing guidelines for a
“patient-centric ap-
proach”, the Directorate of
Public Health (DPH) and
Preventive Medicine has
told the District Health Of-
ficers (DHOs) that such an
approach at the PHCs was
crucial for providing quali-
ty care and ensuring a pos-
itive experience for pa-
tients. All DHOs should
ensure that the PHCs have
‘May 1 Help You’ boards
and counters at the outpa-
tient hall.

The counters should be
managed by friendly,
trained, and empathetic
workers or volunteers.
They should be familiar
with the PHC services and
procedures. Clear signage
with essential information

Source: The Hindu, 13 October 2024, p.10

The goal is to ensure a positive
experience for patients. The
counters are to be managed by
trained employees. FILE PHOTO

on PHC services and tim-
ings, employees’ directo-
ries, important phone
numbers, and extensions
should be in place. They
should be in local languag-
es and Braille, if possible,
the Directorate said.

The PHCs should have
computers with Internet
connectivity to generate
outpatient slips and access
patient records. The facili-
ties should have printers
too. To ensure patient sup-
port, the centres should
have comfortable seating

envi

ronment

and waiting areas, clean
drinking water and sanita-
tion facilities, wheelchair
or mobility aid, basic first-
aid kit, and information
brochures or leaflets on va-
rious health topics.

There should be digital
display screens for queue
management, health
awareness messages, and
mobile charging points or
power banks, among oth-
ers. A feedback mechan-
ism with a suggestion box
or a feedback form should
be in place, and regular pa-
tient satisfaction surveys
should be taken up. To en-
sure that the centres are
accessible, there should be
ramps or elevators, audio
announcements for the vi-
sually challenged, and sign
language interpreters or
Braille material, if possible,
it further said.

The Directorate said
that by incorporating these
components, the counters
could effectively support
patients, streamline pro-
cesses, and enhance the
overall experience at
PHCs.

1,000 medical
camps to combat
monsoon ailments

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The state health
department will hold 1,000
medical camps, including
100 in Chennai, to screen pe-
ople for monsoon-related
ailmentsandstartearly tre-
atment, health minister Ma
Subramanian said while
launching the first camp at
Mylapore.

The camps will be held
between 9am and 4pm on
Tuesdays, and doctors will
screen patients for diseases

said. People can call 108 for
emergencies and 104 if they
have health-related ques-
tions. For non-medical
emergencies, GCC runs the
‘1913" helpline. Local bodies
will undertake mosquito
control measures. Subra-
manian asked people to en-
sure their houses and ne-
ighbourhoods remain cle-
an.

Meanwhile, the public
health directorate has as-
ked its staff to ensure they
stock adequate drugs to de-

including
dengue, mala-

100 IN CITY

al with emer-
gencies. “Du-

ria,and typho-
id, as well as vomiting, di-
arrhoea, and other skin di-
seases. “We found that peo-
ple who died due to dengue
had delayed treatment.
Such camps will help start
treatment early and pre-
vent complications,” he sa-
id.

On days without camps,
thestate will continue toor-
ganise micro-containment
measures. “If there is one
case of infection on a street
or a village, health camps
will be organised there,” he

ring rain, the-
re may be cases of drow-
ning, electrocution,
injuries caused by debris,
snake bites and animal bi-
tes,” said DPH Dr T S Selva-
vinyagam. Afterrain, there
may be waterborne disea-
ses such as acute diarrhoe-
aldisorders, typhoid, hepa-
titis, leptospirosis, skin in-
fections, eye infections and
vector-borne diseases such
asmalaria,dengue,and chi-
kungunya. “Diagnosis and
early treatment are impor-
tant,” hesaid.

Source: The Times of India, 16 October 2024, p.3
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TN plans war rooms to

prevent maternal deaths
HIGH MORTALITY RATE

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: For two decades,
through multiple audits, Ta-
mil Nadu knew why 54 wo-
men die of every 1lakh deli-
veries. On Tuesday, armed
with data, it called for
change.

The 18-member state-le-
vel task force — set up to re-
ducematernal deathstoless
than 10 per 1lakh in the next
two years — at its first meet
made five key decisions, sa-
id health secretary Supriva
Sahu. This involved com-
prehensive pre-birth plan-
ning for all mothers, with
monitoring through a 24x7
war room. The classifica-
tionof private hospitals was
into three levels to ensure
women were directed to the
appropriate facility for care,
training for healthcare
staff, and organisation of
mentorship programmes.

Atleast 74.25% of mater-
nal deaths happened in post-
natal period, with MMR
above 55 in Thanjavur, Din-
digul, Mayiladuthurai, The-
ni, Namakkal, Thiruvarur,
Pudukkottai and Chengal-
pet. TN’s MMR was higher
than in Kerala (19), Maha-
rashtra (33), Telangana (43),
and Andhra Pradesh (45).

With 70,000-80,000 delive-
ries per month, Directorate
of Medical Education
(DME), Directorate of Medi-
cal Services (DMS), and Di-
rectorate of Public Health

= MMR 2017-19 = MMR :b[llﬁ-:!llr 5

Tamil “ﬂdﬁ _3 Total births
Andhra Pradesh =553 9-25 s
Telangana =356 Ia,kh )
Maharashtra =333:8 o

(DPH) together will deve]op
a detailed pre-birth plan-
ning mechanism for each
delivery, with datafrom pub-
licand private sector health-
careproviders.

While DPH will evaluate
availability of resources, in-
cluding doctors, staff nur-
ses, medicines, blood, and
other essential supplies at
primary health centres
(PHCs), others will ensure
women with diabetes, hy-
pertension, anaemia, and
other health issues are re-
ferred to Comprehensive
Emergency Obstetric and
Newborn Care centres.

A war room at National
Health Mission office with
six doctors (two each from
DME, DMS, and DPH), and
technical officers will give
round-the-clock attention to
comprehensive  pre-birth

Source: The Times of India, 23 October 2024, p.6

plannmg. Implementation
of pre-birth planning thro-
ugh 102 call centre will be
monitored.

Large-scale training
workshops will be organi-
sed virtually and in-person
through LaQshya training
skilllabs for health staff and
each district will have two
obstetricians as master trai-
ners for mentorship pro-
gramme.

Private hospitals will be
categorised as Level I, Level
I1, or Level III facilities for
birth planning through PIC-
ME software. “All pregnant
women must register in
PICME. Private hospitals
will enter important details
on patient health status.
This will help monitor and
plan births based on the ho-
spital’s level of categorisa-
tion,” Sahu said.
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War room to be set up for reducing
maternal mortality in Tamil Nadu

State-level task force meeting decides to set up the facility at the National Health Mission office with a team of six doctors and technical officers
headed by an Officer on Special Duty; it will give round-the-clock focus on pre-birth planning and enable monitoring through a ‘102’ call centre

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

t its first meeting,
A the State-level Task
Force for reduction

of maternal mortality in
Tamil Nadu decided to set
up a war room to focus on
pre-birth planning,.

The task force headed
by Health Secretary Supri-
ya Sahu, its chairperson,
held a meeting at the Se-
cretariat on Tuesday.

It was decided to set up
a ‘war room’ for reduction
of maternal mortality at
the office of the National
Health Mission (NHM) con-
sisting of a team of six doc-
tors — two each from the
three directorates — and
technical officers headed
by an Officer on Special
Duty to give round-the-

The State-level task force for reduction of matel

Supriya Sahu, holding a meeting at the Secretariat on Tuesday.

clock focus on comprehen-
sive pre-birth planning. It
will monitor birth planning
through a ‘102’ call centre.
Critical issues and data-
sets on maternal mortality
were examined at the
meeting. It was informed
that 74.25% of maternal
deaths happened during
the postnatal period, ac-
cording to a press release.

The members also re-
viewed the position in the
districts of Thanjavur, Din-
digul, Myladuthurai, The-
ni, Namakkal, Tiruvarur,
Pudukkottai and Chengal-
pattu which have high Ma-
ternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR).

Status of MMR
Shilpa Prabhakar Satish,
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rnal mortality in Tamil Nadu, headed by Health Secretary

Mission Director, NHM, Ta-
mil Nadu, made a presen-
tation on the status of
MMR in Tamil Nadu. Data
from 2014-2024 showed
that 72% of maternal
deaths happened in rural
areas, while the remaining
28% in urban areas.

The task force examined
these districts where MMR
was found to be above 55

per 1,00,000 live births;
TN’s MMR stands at 54 per
1,00,000 live births.

It was decided that com-
prehensive pre-birth plan-
ning would be taken up.
Approximately nine lakh
deliveries take place in the
State; roughly 70,000 to
80,000 on an average ev-
ery month.

Detailed planning
The three directorates —
Medical Education and Re-
search, Medical and Rural
Health Services, and Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine — will prepare a
detailed pre-birth planning
mechanism for each deliv-
ery, including data from
the private sector.

It decided that women
with specific risk factors
such as diabetes, hyperten-

sion, anaemia and other
health issues should be
scheduled for delivery only
in Comprehensive Emer-
gency Obstetric and New-
born Care centres.

Mentorship

A mentorship programme
for districts where MMR is
above 54 would be put in
place. Large-scale capaci-
ty-building workshops -
both virtually and in-per-
son — through LaQshya
training skills labs would
be conducted, the release
said. D. Karthikeyan, Prin-
cipal Secretary, Municipal
Administration and Water
Supply department and
Jayashree Muralidharan,
Secretary, Social Welfare
and Women Empower-
ment department were
present.

Source: The Hindu, 23 October 2024, p.4

More than 200 cases of diarrhoea reported
every day in a year; women affected more

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Atleast 220 cases of
Acute Diarrhoeal Disease
(ADD) were reported in Tamil
Nadu every day between 2022
and 2023, according to the Di-
rectorate of Public Health.
ADD cases and outbreaks are
a persistent public health
challenge, imposing a signifi-
cant burden on both healthca-
re systems and communities,
said DPH Dr Selva Vinaya-
gam, senior author of the stu-
dy.

According to data, 162,765
ADD cases were reported on
the Integrated Disease Surve-
illance Programme under the
Integrated Health Informa-
tion Portal from Jan 2022 to
Dec2023. More women (55.4%)
were affected compared to
men. The overall ADD cases
reported in the year 2023
(86,200) were high throughout
the year compared to 2022
(76,565), except for a dip in the
months of May and June. Case
in 2024, there were 84,499 cases
recorded until third week of
Oct.

The study by the directora-
te showed in 2022 and 2023, the-

ADD Cases

2022

23 T
Total 1,62,765 ’

» Ramanathapuram,
Tiruvanamalai, Pudukottai and
Villupuram districts each reported
>5% of ADD cases

STOMACH CHURNING

> ADD Outbreaks reported in
Ariyalur , Chengalpet, Coimbatore,
Kancheepuram , Dharmapuri,
Thiruvarur and Vellore

» Trichy, Thanjavur, Madurai,
Chennai, Salem, Kallakurichi, and
Krishnagiri reported 3-5% of cases

> 21 districts reported 1%-2%
cases

re was a surge in cases from
April, while cases peaked in
June. The -epidemiological
graph looked similar for 2024.
There are between 4,000 and
6,000 cases between July and
March. However, cases nearly
double at the peak of summer
inJune.

Officials say a combina-
tion of factors causesan incre-
ase in the summer months.
While warmer weather can
promote the growth of bacte-
ria and viruses that cause di-
arrhoea, people spend more ti-

TEN Vol

» Nilgiris, Kanyakumari and
Dindigul reported less

> Data showed there were
84,499 ADD cases until the third
week of Oct

me outdoors during the sum-
mer, exposing them to conta-
minated water sources and
food, said Additional Director
of Public Health and Preventi-
ve Medicine (Disease Control)
Dr Sampath, Senior Author.
Additionally, summer
brings about changes in dieta-
ry habits, such as consuming
more uncooked foods like cut
fruit and raw vegetables,
which can increase risks.
“Generally, outdoor activi-
ties are high, and people tend
to eat food outside homes. So,

risk is high in summer: In win-
ter, people can’t go out, and
they generally tend to add
chlorine and boil water, and
eat hot home-cooked food,” he
said.

This summer, all health
units in the state, including
PHCs, were asked to distribu-
te ORS solutions. Nearly 20%
of the cases were between 31
and 40 years, followed by peo-
plein the41-50 years age group
(18%).

Earlier studies have
shown a maximum number of
ADD cases in children less
than five years of age. The
change in trend clearly indica-
tes the consumption of unsafe
water, especially in workpla-
ces where water sanitation
may be compromised.

Key factorsthat contribute
to contamination at workpla-
ces include inadequate water
filtration, poor hygiene, and
improper sanitation practi-
ces. The disease, officials say,
remains a significant public
health challenge in develo-
ping countries, primarily due
to inadequate access to clean
drinking water, poor sanita-
tion, and a lack of awareness
about hygiene practices.
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25 October 2024, p.5



T.N’s Infant Mortality Rate dips
to eight in 2024: Health Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s Infant Mor-
tality Rate (IMR) has
dropped to eight per 1,000
live births in 2024. Accord-
ing to the Health Informa-
tion Management System
data for the period April to
August 2024, the Maternal
Mortality Ratio was 40.2
per one lakh live births,
Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian said on Saturday.

Launching a number of
child healthcare-related
schemes, the Minister said
that prior to 2020, the
State’s IMR was 13 per
1,000 live births.

Bringing down IMR

“In the last three years, the
IMR was brought down to
10.2 due to various efforts,
and it has now reached
eight per 1,000 live births.
At the national level, the
IMR stood at 28. The
schemes launched today

will help further reduce
the State’s IMR to a great
extent, bringing it down to
zero,” he said.

In line with the announ-
cements made during the
Budget, Mr. Subramanian
launched head-to-toe ex-
aminations for newborns
in 1,000 government
health facilities. Child
health cards will be issued
for all the newborns. To
monitor the growth and
well-being of the children,
he launched 400 ‘well ba-
by’ clinics on the occasion.

Identifying defects
“This was aimed at early
identification of birth de-
fects, such as in the baby’s
growth or hearing or vi-
sion, and providing appro-
priate treatment,” he ad-
ded.

A pilot project for home-
based monitoring of pre-
mature and low weight ba-
bies discharged from Spe-
cial Newborn Care Units

Source: The Hindu, 6 October 2024, p.8

was launched in seven dis-
tricts — Chennai, Chengal-
pattu, Cuddalore, Kallakur-
ichi, Kancheepuram,
Tiruvannamalai and Vil-
lupuram - at a cost of 1.28
crore.

According to the an-
nouncement, pre-term ba-
bies, and babies having
low birth weight can be
monitored at their homes
with the help of Post Dis-
charge Remote Monitoring
Device. This will track the
vitals to ensure that critical
growth parameters and
weight gain are achieved.

A parenting care appli-
cation to provide informa-
tion on healthcare and nu-
trition for the mother and
child, and to monitor the
development of children
from birth was also
launched.

Mayor R. Priya and Mis-
sion Director of National
Health Mission, Tamil Na-
du, Shilpa Prabhakar Sat-
ish were present.

‘Prevalence of HIVin
T.N. stands at 0.16%’

Atotal 0f 1,32,383 persons are under antiretroviral therapy. Prevalence of

HIV among persons aged 15 to 49 years had dropped to 0.20% in 2023

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he prevalence of
T HIV/AIDS in Tamil
Nadu stands at

0.16%, according to press
release. On Thursday,
Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian took part in an
awareness event organised
by the Tamil Nadu State
AIDS Control Society (TAN-
SACS).

He also launched a sig-
nature campaign on the
occasion.

According to the re-

Health Minister Ma. Subramanian took part in an awareness event
organised by the Tamil Nadu State AIDS Control Society and
launched a signature campaign on Thursday.

lease, a total of 16,80,083
persons were living with
HIV/AIDS in India. In Tamil
Nadu, a total of 1,32,383
persons living with HIV/
AIDS were under antiretro-
viral therapy.

From 0.38% in 2010, the
prevalence of HIV/AIDS,
according to a survey

among pregnant women,
has dipped to 0.16% due to
awareness and support
from the public. The preva-
lence of HIV/AIDS among
persons aged 15 to 49 years
has dropped from 0.35% in
2010 to 0.20% in 2023..

An initiative to provide
cloth bags (manjappai)

Source: The Hindu, 11 October 2024, p.8

with awareness messages
printed on them to the pu-
blic through the pharma-
cies in medical college hos-
pitals in Chennai was
launched on the occasion.
Health Secretary Supri-
ya Sahu and project direc-
tor of TANSACS R. Seetha-
lakshmi were present.

Health Secretary highlights
inadequacies in govt. medical
college hospitals in Tamil Nadu

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Flagging several inadequa-
cies in government medical
college hospitals in the
State, Health Secretary Su-
priya Sahu has written to
the deans on the lack of
strict infection-control
practices, poor cleanliness
and new equipment not
being put to use due to
coordination/licensing
issues.

In an official communi-
cation to the deans, the
Health Secretary recalled a
review on ‘Patient-Centric
Approach’ that highlighted
the importance of keeping
health facilities free from
infections, providing best
patient amenities, and how
funds from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Comprehensive
Health Insurance Scheme
could be utilised to im-
prove patient amenities.
However, after visiting
some of the health facili-
ties, she expressed disap-
pointment over non-com-
pliance with these
suggestions.

Listing observations

Listing a number of obser-
vations, Ms. Sahu said pa-
tient amenities such as
wheelchairs, stretches and
waiting chairs were bro-
ken/damaged/rusted, and
that many institutions were
not maintaining strict in-
fection control practices.
This could lead to several
complications, including
sepsis in patients. Ameni-
ties such as lifts were not
clean, and many facilities

Supriya Sahu

had broken windows, dam-
aged doors and unclean
floors. She asked the deans
to ensure proper infection
control protocol, including
wearing of mask, and co-
vering of shoes while enter-
ing wards, among others.
Water storage facilities
should be inspected, and
hospital kitchens should be
checked by government
food inspectors to ensure
that food safety standards
are being adhered to. The
deans were also told to
check the expiry date of
drugs.

Many institutes have
new equipment that are
not being put to use due to
several  coordination/li-
censing issues. It is the du-
ty of the respective heads
to ensure proper coordina-
tion. Patients must be re-
ceived properly, and guid-
ed for various services,
especially in large institu-
tions. All health facilities
must ensure adherence to
proper biomedical waste
management rules, she
said. The Health Secretary
asked the Director of Medi-
cal Education (DME) and

Research to ensure that a
monthly report was sub-
mitted to the government.

Letter to DME

Ms. Sahu, in a letter to DME
J. Sangumani, expressed
disappointment with the
lack of measures for im-
proving the living condi-
tions of residents of the In-
stitute of Mental Health
(IMH).

She said that she had is-
sued several instructions to
improve the living condi-
tions of IMH residents, and
certain decisions were ta-
ken during a meeting held
on September 20. This in-
cluded improving food ar-
rangements for residents
by including serving of
non-vegetarian food, mo-
dernisation of kitchen, im-
mediate budgetary alloca-
tion by the DME for food,
attire and self-care kit, and
patient attire, among oth-
ers. Ms. Sahu said that dur-
ing her visit to the IMH on
October 17, she found no
improvement at all. “This is
a pathetic state of affairs,
and calls for immediate
emergency action,” she
said in the letter.

She added that the reno-
vation plan of the wards
was not submitted to the
government. She asked the
DME to work in close coor-
dination with the IMH Di-
rector, mobilise resources,
make daily visits and en-
sure that the decisions ta-
ken are implemented with
immediate effect.

The DME was asked to
submit a compliance re-
port immediately.

Source: The Hindu, 19 October 2024, p.6
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Analysis of pulse polio campaign
highlights gap in coverage in the city

Chennai accounted for nearly 21% of the non-vaccinated children, underlining the need for a targeted community outreach,

according to the findings of a rapid assessment conducted by the Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine

Serena Joesphine M.
CHENNAI

ompared with the
C rest of Tamil Nadu,
Chennai saw a high-
er number of children aged
below five going non-vacci-
nated during the Intensi-
fied Pulse Polio Immunisa-
tion (IPPI) campaign in
early 2024 that registered
an overall high Oral Polio
Vaccine (OPV) coverage.
The city accounted for
nearly 21% of the non-vac-
cinated children, highlight-
ing the gaps in an urban
area and the need for tar-
geted community out-
reach, a rapid assessment
by the Directorate of Public
Health (DPH) and Preven-
tive Medicine has found.
On March 3, 2024, the
IPPI campaign was con-
ducted in Tamil Nadu, co-
vering 59.20 lakh children
aged zero to five. The
State’s polio dipstick sur-

vey, which offers a rapid
and eflicient means of de-
tecting coverage after each
yearly IPPI campaign, was
conducted telephonically
on two dates — March 5
and March 13 (third and
tenth day of IPPI). It was
done to understand the
vaccine coverage and rea-
sons for receiving/non-re-
ceiving the Oral Polio Vac-
cine during IPPI, according
to an article published in
the Tamil Nadu Journal of
Public Health and Medical
Research — ‘Telephonic
survey to assess vaccina-
tion coverage in [PPI cam-
paign 2024, Tamil Nadu: A
rapid assessment’.

The authors used syste-
matic random sampling
from the Pregnancy and
Infant Cohort Monitoring
and Evaluation portal. A
sample of 1,200 mothers
across 46 Health Unit Dis-
tricts (25 mothers from
each HUD and 75 from

Source: The Hindu, 23 October 2024, p.5

The Intensified Pulse Polio

Immunisation campaign has
covered 59.20 lakh children in
the State. FILE PHOTO

Chennai Corporation)
were targeted. Of the total
2,235 calls made to the
mothers, 1,174 (52.5%) res-
ponded. Of them, 1,073
(91.3%) reported that their
children received OPV
from March 3 to 9 during
the campaign. ICDS-An-
ganwadi centres (59%)
were the most common
place where the children

received the drops, fol-
lowed by health facilities
and schools, the survey
found.

Of the 101 (8.6%) unvac-
cinated children, 21% were
from Chennai, followed by
Paramakudi, Kanniyaku-
mari, Thanjavur, and Tiru-
pattur districts — all in sin-
gle digits. Child’s sickness
(30%), being out of State
(29%), and not being aware
of the place and date of the
campaign (23%) were the
primary reasons quoted
for not receiving the vac-
cine. These reasons, the
surveyors observed, indi-
cated that more tailored
outreach efforts, including
communication about the
vaccination schedule and
alternative provisions for
absentee children, could
enhance the coverage.

The survey affirmed the
role of ICDS-Anganwadi
centres as key vaccination
hubs, and stressed the im-

portance of addressing
coverage disparities, espe-
cially in regions such as
Chennai that had a higher
rate of non-vaccination,
they said.

Urban challenges

T.S. Selvavinayagam, Di-
rector of Public Health,
said there are a number of
challenges in urban areas.
“In an urban area, we have
high-rise buildings where
healthcare personnel do
not get access and habita-
tions where people may
not know or be aware of
immunisation campaigns.
We need to address such
challenges,” he said.

The children who were
not vaccinated on the third
day of IPPI were followed
up, after which 47 were
vaccinated during mop-up
days. This led to a cumula-
tive OPV coverage of 95.4%
at the end of the campaign,
the survey said.

Health officers told to ensure presence of
rapid response teams in flood-prone areas

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

low-lying areas

should

in case of emergencies in

adequate fuel. PHCs/hospi-

After the India Meteorolog-
ical Department issued an
alert of heavy to very hea-
vy rainfall in several dis-
tricts, the Directorate of
Public Health and Preven-
tive Medicine instructed
the District Health Officers
(DHOs) and the City Health
Officers (CHOs) to ensure
the presence of rapid res-
ponse teams with essential
medicines in flood-prone
high-risk/vulnerable low-
lying areas.

Primary Health Centres
(PHCs) and hospitals in

identify pregnant women
who are nearing their esti-
mated date of delivery, and
admit them to the nearby
centre before the rain
begins.

Rapid response teams
should comprise a medical
officer, a staff nurse, village
health nurses, and a health
inspector. Adequate num-
ber of health personnel
should be available round
the clock when a cyclone
or heavy rain is forecast.
Medical teams should be
present at all rescue shel-
ters, while 108 ambulances
should be made available

Source: The Hindu, 15 October 2024, p.2
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high-risk/vulnerable areas,
the Directorate said in in-
structions issued for north-
east monsoon prepared-
ness.

Hospitals should have a
well-defined mass casualty
triage protocol, and the
availability and supply of
emergency medicines, TV
fluids, vaccines, and beds
should be ensured. Hospi-
tals should have adequate
surge capacity in terms of
manpower and medicines.
Officials should ensure that
hospitals have 24x7 elec-
tricity supply through a
back-up generator with

tals in low-lying areas
should keep medicines,
supplies, and ice-lined re-
frigerators for vaccine stor-
age at an elevated place.
DHOs should ensure hy-
gienic food, drinking wa-
ter, and sanitation at res-
cue shelters and camps.

The Directorate has ap-
pointed monitoring offic-
ers for districts for effective
implementation of all
health programmes and
schemes. They will handle
all the programmes, in-
cluding those related to
monsoon  preparedness
and dengue control.



Government hospital patients can scan
code for pregnancy-related health info

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Crowds pour into two of
the major government ma-
ternity hospitals in Chen-
nai, and most often, ensur-
ing that pregnancy-related
health information reaches
the women and their fami-
lies is tough. To enable ea-
sy access to information
and create more aware-
ness among pregnant wo-
men and their families, a
postgraduate (PG) medical
student has developed a
QR code that will connect
to a website containing all
pregnancy-related
information.

A. Vidhya, who has
completed Diploma in Ob-
stetrics and Gynaecology
and is currently in her final
year of postgraduation in
Obstetrics and Gynaecolo-
gy at Madras Medical Col-
lege, developed the QR
code, which when scanned
will connect to www.iogk-
gh.org.in, a common web-

Fostering self-care: RGGGH dean E. Theranirajan launching the QR

code developed by A. Vidhya, a final-year postgraduate student at
Madras Medical College. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

site for the two hospitals —
Institute of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology, Egmore, and
Government Kasturba
Gandhi Hospital for Wo-
men and Children, Tripli-
cane. Rajiv Gandhi Govern-
ment General Hospital
(RGGGH) dean E. Therani-
rajan launched the service.

The QR code has been
displayed at antenatal out-
patient units at the two
hospitals. “The website
contains pregnancy-relat-
ed details, including com-

Source: The Hindu, 6 October 2024, p.2

plications such as what
they should do in case of a
heart disease or if they
have hypertension or dia-
betes. The information is
available in both English
and Tamil for easy access,”
she said.

Information on various
aspects, including antena-
tal care, such as on investi-
gations to be done and me-
dications to be taken, early
pregnancy complications,
hypertension in pregnan-
cy, cardiac disease in preg-
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nancy and anaemia in
pregnancy, are available
on the website. “It was the
need to bring more aware-
ness to pregnant women
and their family members
that led me to this initia-
tive. Almost all persons
have smartphones. They
can access the information
at any time and ask doubts
during their hospital vi-
sits,” she said.

A healthy pregnancy re-
quires more than just med-
ical care. Pregnant women
need guidance on manag-
ing complications and un-
derstanding potential
risks. Empowering women
with knowledge of self-care
and child protection is es-
sential, and hence, the
website was launched to
provide critical informa-
tion on pregnancy care, a
press release from RGGGH,
said.

Dr. Vidhya added that
they plan to add more fea-
tures, including videos on
the website.



Environment

Planning panel lays out heat mitigation road map

Sanjay Vijayakumar
Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu would be se-
verely impacted by heat,
says a State Planning Com-
mission report that has
flagged several issues and
called for mitigation
measures.

Global reports indicate
that India will lose up to 5%
of its Gross Domestic Pro-
duct by 2030 to rising tem-
peratures. Tamil Nadu, the
southernmost State in In-
dia, with its warm tropical
weather, is projected to be
severely impacted by heat,
State Planning Commis-
sion Vice-Chairman J. Jeya-
ranjan said in the report,
‘Beating The Heat-Tamil
Nadu Heat Mitigation Stra-
tegy’.

In the changing global
scenario, heat is emerging
as a pre-eminent threat to
the health and well-being
of humans, biodiversity,
and agricultural and indus-
trial production, he said.
The State Planning Com-
mission is anchoring the
heat mitigation strategy,
with support from the Brit-
ish High Commission.

The Tamil Nadu State
Disaster Management
Authority prepared the
Heat Wave Action Plan in
2019, and in 2023, the State
stepped up formal efforts
to promote sustainable
cooling solutions. Address-
ing the complex nature of
heat and its compounding
effect across sectors re-
quires well-crafted poli-

Arising threat

Key highlights of the State Planning Commission’s report on Heat Mitigation Strategy

Working in tandem: The State
Planning Commission is anchoring the
heat mitigation strategy, with support
from the British High Commission.

® Tamil Nadu with its warm tropical weather
is projected to be severely impacted by heat

= At present,
nearly 74% of the
State’s population
is exposed to air
temperature of
over 35°C

= Thereisan
urgent need to
develop heat
resilience in the
State as climate
change-driven heat
is only expected to
intensify

® Concerns over
health and well-
being should be
addressed through
short- and long-
term mitigation
measures

= Facilities
including access
to cool, shaded
spaces; drinking
water; and

rehydration solutions are
to be made available to
vulnerable groups

on priority

® Preventive veterinary
interventions such as
provision of rehydration
solutions to individuals/
communities practising
animal husbandry; zoos;
and other animal care
centres, are needed

® Under the Tamil Nadu
Government Pregnancy
Scheme, heat risk can be
added as a key criterion at
the time of screening during
health check-ups

® Specific language to
ensure the thermal comfort
of workers in indoor and
outdoor environments

can be integrated into the
Occupational Safety, Health,
and Working Conditions
(Tamil Nadu) Rules, 2022

cies, systemic changes,
and collaboration across
sectors and departments,
the report said.

Regular breaches

The temperature range at
which humans can thrive
is 25 degrees Celsius to 30
degrees Celsius, with 60%
humidity. However, in ma-
ny parts of Tamil Nadu,
this threshold is regularly
breached, with high tem-
peratures and humidity
disrupting lives and liveli-
hoods. With nearly 74% of
Tamil Nadu's population
currently exposed to air
temperature above 35 de-
grees Celsius, there is an

Source: The Hindu, 3 October 2024, p.4

urgent need to build heat
resilience because climate
change-driven heat is ex-
pected to intensify, it
noted.

Critical aspects

The State’s heat mitigation
strategy focuses on critical
aspects such as the built
environment, socio-eco-
logical systems and re-
sources, the economy, live-
lihoods, and communities
and people. The strategy
identifies systems and
short-term and long-term
measures to address the
impact of heat and builds
on the State’s ongoing ef-
forts to build heat resi-

lience. The report flagged
issues relating to health
and well-being and interre-
lated impact of increased
heat on human and non-
human lives. Animal popu-
lations also face the risk of
dehydration owing to heat
exposure, which can lead
to decreased immunity, a
higher risk of disease, pre-
valence of zoonotic diseas-
es, and even death, it said.
Short-term measures to
ensure the health and well-
being of humans and non-
humans during prolonged
and extreme heat condi-
tions include medical in-
terventions and adequate
resource allocation, the re-
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port pointed out.

Planning, policy, build-
ing guidelines and ecosys-
tem restoration to reduce
heat exposure through
monitoring could be the
possible longer-term mea-
sures, the report said.

The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment Pregnancy Scheme
(which has been imple-
mented in various forms
since 1987) is an innovative
initiative to promote the
health and well-being of
pregnant women and en-
sure the healthy develop-
ment of infants. Adding
heat risk as a key criterion
to screen during health
check-ups and awareness
drives can be a simple in-
tervention to improve the
adaptive capacity of preg-
nant women to take care of
their health during ex-
treme heat conditions, the
report suggests.

A key strategy to ensure
health and well-being in
high heat conditions is to
reduce heat exposure. This
has two components: limit-
ing the time that indivi-
duals spend outdoors with-
out shade and ensuring
that indoor environments
are maintained at thermal
comfort levels, it said.

The actionable items
and detailing of the corres-
ponding solutions for the
line departments will be
carried out in phases over
the next few months. This
would be steered by the
State Planning Commis-
sion and the Tamil Nadu
State Disaster Management
Authority.




Tamil Nadu
govt. declares
heatwave a
State-specific
disaster

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a significant move, the
Tamil Nadu government
has officially declared heat-
waves a State-specific dis-
aster and announced ex-
gratia payments of ¥4 lakh
for families of individuals
who die of heat-related
causes, including those in-
volved in relief operations.

The declaration enables
the government to provide
immediate relief to those
affected by extreme tem-
peratures, particularly
during the severe heat ex-
perienced in April and May
2024. The government will
use the State Disaster Res-
ponse Fund to support
these relief efforts.

The order issued by the
State government said with
many regions in Tamil Na-
du recording temperatures
exceeding 40°C, the im-
pact on public health had
been considerable. Vulner-
able populations, includ-
ing the elderly, children,
and individuals with pre-
existing health conditions,
have been particularly at
risk. Additionally, as part
of relief measures, the
State plans to provide med-
ical care, including oral re-
hydration salts (ORS) and
access to drinking water, at
kiosks throughout affected
areas.

In April and May, the
heat was most acute in ur-
ban areas, such as Chen-
nai, Madurai, and Thooth-
ukudi, where the
phenomenon of urban
heat islands — caused by
concrete and asphalt ab-
sorbing heat — aggravated
the situation.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

From Page One

Tamil Nadu government
declares heatwave a
State-specific disaster

such as Chennai, Madurai, and Thoothukudi. FILE PHOTO

Places such as Madurai, Tiruchi, Vellore, Namak-
kal, Dindigul, and Krishnagiri also have barren
rocky hillocks, which absorb heat and radiate it
even at night.

This summer, the districts that had the highest
number of days with temperatures higher than
40°C were Erode (31), Karur (26), Tirupattur (21),
Dharmapuri (20), and Vellore (23).

Urban heat islands

The order said that the risk of heatwaves was
high in urban areas. Cities have more people liv-
ing near each other, and the urban heat effect —
caused by concrete, car emissions, and air condi-
tioners — can make heatwaves worse. Buildings,
roads, and other structures in cities soak up and
release heat, which leads to the formation of ur-
ban heat islands during extreme heat.

The government has also declared sea ero-
sion, lightning, thunder, whirlwinds, and gale
winds as specific disasters to provide relief to pe-
ople affected by these events.

Source: The Hindu, 29 October 2024, p.1 and 8
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Climate change-induced heavy
rainfall a cause of concern: CM

Such heavy downpour within a few days and, in some cases, a few hours, severely affects infrastructure, supply of essentials,

and basic amenities like drinking water and electricity, says Stalin, while chairing a review meet on monsoon preparedness

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he average rainfall
Tfor the entire pe-
riod of the north-

east monsoon was being
received within a few days
in recent times and, in
some cases, within a span
of a few hours, due to cli-
mate change, Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin said on
Monday.

“It is important to face
this situation. People are
affected by this,” Mr. Stalin
said, while reviewing mon-
soon preparedness with
Ministers and senior

MONSOoN  Seasons.
State normally receives
maximum rain during the
northeast monsoon bet-

SRS

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin reviewing monsoon preparedness with
Ministers and senior officials on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The

officials. ween October and
Tamil Nadu usually re- December. roads,
ceives rain during the Such heavy rainfall

southwest and northeast

within a few days or, in

Source: The Hindu, 1 October 2024, p.6

some cases, a few hours,
“severely affected” infras-
tructure, supply of essen-
tials, and basic amenities
such as drinking water,
and
among others, Mr. Stalin
said. He also recalled the

large-scale  destruction Mr. Stalin referred to the
caused by such rain in  launch of TN-Alert, a mo-
Chennai, Tirunelveli,  bile app for sharing infor-
Thoothukudi, and other mation among various sta-

- districts.

preparing for

electricity,

districts during the north-
east monsoon last year.
Recalling the compre-
hensive efforts undertaken
by the State government in
managing the situation,
Mr. Stalin said normalcy
was restored soon in these

The Chief Minister said
the State government was

tualities this year, too. He
underlined the importance
of disseminating weather
predictions and alerts to
the public, managing wa-
terbodies, and mobilising
relief materials on time,
among other steps.

tions.

keholders to help in such
extreme weather

situa-

Flood alert system

“In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive in the country, a street-
wise, ward-wise and zone-

wise flood alert system has

such even- tion,” he said.

tions, he added.

been established in the
Greater Chennai Corpora-

The district administra-
tion should prioritise se-
nior citizens, pregnant and
lactating women, and the
differently abled, among
others, while undertaking
rescue and relief opera-

TN notifies heatwave as state disaster, T4L for kin of deceased

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

TN government has gazette noti-
fied heatwave as a state-specific
disaster, which will allow it to
provide relief for the affected
population under the State Dis-
aster Response Fund (SDRF). A
GO was issued by the Revenue
and Disaster Management
Department.

The decision was made owing
to persistent rise in tempera-
tures during April and May this
vear, with several distriets con-
sistently recording tempera-
tures exceeding 40°C, with
peaks reaching up to
44°C in places like Ma-
durai, Tiruchy, Vellore,
Namakkal, and Erode.

The order said heat-
wave, intensified by
geographical and envi-
ronmentalfactors such

as barren rocky terrains and
coastal humidity, have emerged
as a serious threat in Tamil
Nadu. Urban areas face addition-
al risks due to dense population
and the “urban heat island” ef
fect, caused by heat absorption in
buildings, roads, and other struc-
tures. These extreme conditions
disproportionately affect vulner-
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ahle populations like the elderdy,
children, individuals with pre-
existing medical conditions, and
those working outdoors.

The notification aligns with
guidelines from the Ministry of
Home Affairs, which allow
states to declare localised disas-
ters and access relief funds un-
der the SDRF, up to 10% of the
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fund’s annual allocation.

Now, if a person dies of heat-
related causes, their family will
be provided an ex gratia of ¥4
lakh. This also covers individu-
als involved inrelief operations
or preparedness activities. The
ex gratia will be provided after
the appropriate authority diag-
noses the heat-related death
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based on a history of exposure
to high ambient temperature
and the reasonable exclusion of
other causes of hyperthermia.
G Sundarrajan, member of
Tamil Nadu Governing Council
on Climate Change, said, “The
government should next declare
heat index or thermal discom-
fort as a disease, which will
make it easy for individuals af-
fected by heatwave to receive re-
lief. The IMD should also change
its basis for issuing warnings. It
should take into consideration
heat index, which takes into ac-
count the relative humidity, not
just the ambient temperature.”
In April-May, when the heat was
soaring, more than 2,000 public
health centres and hospitals
were on high alert to treat heat-
related illnesses.
(For full report, visit
newindianexpress.com)



Must be ready for short spells of intense rain: (M

TN-Alert app has been developed to provide info on forecast, quantum of rainfall, reservoir levels, says Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday underscored the im-
portance of efficient handling
of sudden and intense down-
pour during the north-east
monsoon, which has become
routine during the recent vears,
sinee the public are affected
very much.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing to review the preparations
made for facing the monsoon in
which ministers and officials
of all key departments were
present, Stalin said, “In the
past, rainfall was uniform dur-
ing the entire north-east mon-
soon season. However, during
recent years, due to climate
change, the quantum of rain
for the entire season oceurs in
a few days or through sudden
and intense downpour withina
few hours. This causes severse
damage to infrastructure relat-
ing to drinking water, roads
and electricity”

Inthis regard, Stalin recalled
that last year, during the north-

(M MK Stalin chairs a high-level meeting to review the prepar

east monsoon, Chennai,
Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi
districts were severely affected
by floods. However, the situa-
tion was efficiently handled by
the administration and nor-
malcy was restored
expeditiously

“This year too, the govern-
ment is making all precaution-
ary steps to face the northeast
monsoon,” he said.

Stalin said real-time infor-
mation about rainfall would
help release of water from the
dam and provide flood warning
information.

To ensure that, the govern-
ment has installed 1,400 auto-
maticrain gauges and 100 auto-

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 October 2024, p.4

—

matic weather stations.

“The government has devel-
oped a mobile application
called TN-Alert to provide in-
formation on weatherforecasts,
current weather, the amount of
rainfall received and water
storage in reservoirs. Fisher-
men are the worst affected dur-
ing the rainy season. Steps have
been taken to provide timely
information on cyclones and
heavy rain to fishermen going
for deep-sea fishing through
modern telecommunication de-
vices. Cities, including Chen-
nai, should act with extreme
caution during this period,” he
added.

The chief minister also said

ations for facing the monsoon, in Chennaion Monday | exeaess

a real-time flood forecast sys-
tem has been devised to provide
ward and street-wise flood
warnings to Chennai Corpora-
tion areas.

The district administration
needs to plan in advance to pro-
vide assistance to the elderly,
pregnant women, lactating
mothers and differently-abled
persons. In the event of a flood,
itis important to evacuate from
low-lving areas and move to
safer places, he added.

“As soon as there is a flood,
the government machinery
should work as quickly as pos-
sible. The aim should be to
avoid even a single death.
Equipment such as water tank-

‘Real-time flood forecast
system putin place’

The c hief minister said steps have
been taken to provide timely
information on cyclones and
heavy rain to fishermen going for
deep-sea fishing through modern
telecommunication devices. A
real-time flood forecast system
has been devised to provide ward
and street-wise flood warnings to
Chennai Corporation areas, the
chief minister said.

ers, woodcutters, JCBs etc., and
boats should be kept near the
low-lying areas in advance.
Whatever the challenge, 100%
success can be ensured if eve-
rvone acts together,” Stalin
said.

Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayvanidhi Stalin, ministers Du-
raimurugan, KN Nehru,
Thangam Thennarasu, KKSSR
Ramachandran, TM Anbaras-
an, V Senthil Balaji, Ma Subra-
maniam and PK Sekarbabu and
officials of departments attend-
ed the meeting.

Water Resources Dept. nominates 38 nodal
officers to monitor monsoon preparedness

The Hindu Bureau

team up with other depart-

State

Water

Resources

224.2 thousand million

CHENNAI

The Water Resources De-
partment (WRD) has nomi-
nated a nodal officer each
for 38 districts to monitor
the preparedness for the
northeast monsoon, which
is likely to set in around Oc-
tober 16-17.

In a directive issued on
Monday, the WRD said offi-
cials of the rank of execu-
tive engineer would coor-
dinate on emergency
meetings during the mon-
soon. Besides coordinating
with the field engineers,
the nodal officers would

ments for efficient man-
agement of monsoon-relat-
ed work.

For the first time, the
department has deployed
engineers for monsoon-re-
lated work in various dis-
tricts.

WRD officials said the
teams would check the wa-
ter level in the waterbodies
and ensure that breaches
were plugged. They would
coordinate to facilitate free
flow of floodwaters in wa-
terways and mitigate
floods.

A team of 31 engineers,
headed by officials of the

Source: The Hindu, 15 October 2024, p.2

Management Agency, has
been nominated to moni-
tor monsoon prepared-
ness, especially in Chen-
nai, Tiruvallur, and
Kancheepuram. They were
assigned to check the pro-
gress of projects being
implemented.

Fluvial flooding

A senior official said the
possibility of fluvial flood-
ing, caused by rivers that
carry water beyond their
capacity, was low. The 90
reservoirs in the State had
reached only 57.47% of
their storage capacity of
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cubic feet, as on Monday.
Similarly, of the 14,139 irri-
gation tanks in the State,
only 706 had reached their
full storage capacity.
Another 1,584 tanks had a
storage of over 75% of their
capacity.

“We have enough buffer
space in waterbodies to
store floodwater. In Chen-
nai, the five major reser-
voirs have a storage of only
33.2% of their total capaci-
ty,” the official said.

Many of the tanks in
Chennai and surrounding
districts, too, had only 25%
storage.



Anna Univ study to
help farmers tide
over climate change

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: City researchers
have begun a study to help
farmers continue toreap go-
od harvests amidst climate
change, by optimising reso-
urces. The Centre for Clima-
te Change and Disaster Ma-
nagement (CCCDM) at An-
na University will develop a
computer modelling tool to
empower farmers tooptimi-
se the use of resources and
ensure their long-term sus-
tainability.

“We've initiated a study
titled ‘Evaluating the resili-
ence of the water-food-ener-
gy nexus in deficit irriga-
tion systems under projec-
ted climate scenarios'. It
proposes the development
of a multi-objective optimi-
sation tool grounded in the
water-energy-food nexus
framework,” said CCCDMK
director KurienJoseph. The
project is part of the Clima-
te Compatible Growth
(CCG), a UK-funded project
supported by its southern
partnership fund.

To conduct the study, the
researchers will use two
energy modelling tools -
0SeMOSYS (Open Source
Energy Modelling System),
a tool developed by Simon
Fraser University that
helps in long-term energy
planning, considering va-
rious technological, econo-
mic, and policy scenarios.
The second tool is CLEWS
(Climate, Land Use, Energy,
and Water Systems Models)
developed by KTH Royal
Technology, UK, focusing
on integrated resource ma-
nagement, especially useful
in low-carbon development
strategies.

Recently, as part of the
CCG project, an orientation

To conduct the study,
the researchers will
use two energy model-
ling tools - 0SeMOSYS
(Open Source Energy
Modelling System) and
CLEWS (Climate, Land
Use, Energy, and Water
Systems Models)

bl |
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ANNA
UNIVERSITY
T LTt ry .
programme was organised
by the CCCDM at Anna Uni-
versity to train faculty
members and researchers
involved in energy-related
academicorresearch activi-
ties on the two energy mo-
delling tools.

CCCDM is collaborating
with the Centre for Global
Equality (CGE), UK, which
heads thenational partners-
hips team of CCG, to coordi-
nate the South India Clima-
te Compatibility Growth
Network as the national
partner for the CCG pro-
gramme in India. Key acti-
vitiesunder CCG include fa-
cilitation of special interest
groups on sustainable ener-
gy transition, circular eco-
nomy, and climate-resilient
cities. “Research activities
will be promoted with the
southern partnership fund
and flexible research fund.
Several engagement activi-
ties such as collaborative
workshops and stakeholder
meetings to support policy
development will be organi-
sed  periodically” the
CCCDM director said.

Source: The Times of India, 22 October 2024, p.6
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20% WRD tanks Imne tlry, stnrage levelin 6k waterhndies below 25%

0Of 1,340 tanks in Madurai, 487 have no water; officials blame lack of proper links between tanks and reservoirs, encroachments for the situation

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

OUT of the 14,139 tanks main-
tained by the Water Resources
Department (WRD) across the
state, 2,802 tanks (20%) are
completely dry, while water
levels in 5,963 (40% }are below
25%, according to WRD data
accessed by TNIE.

The situation is particular-
ly concerning in districts like
Madurai and Tirunelveli. Out

b3 3
SRR TR

T LSRN R
of 1,340 tanks in Madurai, 487
have no water and 419 of 780
tanks in Tirunelveli are dry.

Official sources pointed out
that the lack of properlinks be-
tween tanks and reservoirs,
coupled withencroachments, is
making it difficult to maintain
water storage in these water-
bodies, even when the state had
substantial rainfall this vear.

K Subramanian, general
secretary of the Tamil Nadu

g
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Vivasayigal Sangam,
told TNIE, “According
to the IMD data, the state
has received 19% more
rainfall than usual dur-
ing the southwest mon-
soon this year. Addition-
ally, there was good inflow
in the Cauvery belt. How-
ever, many irrigation
tanks in the delta dis-
tricts remain dry.”
Subramanian further

P

explained that farmers in the
delta used to cultivate crops in
all three seasons — Thaladi,
Kuruvai, and Samba — every
vear: Now, due to water short-
age, most farmers have re-
stricted their farming to just
two seasons. Several canals,
small waterbodies, and path-
ways essential for irrigation
have been encroached upon,
— and no action has been
lL taken to address this is-

sue. K Raghuraman, a farmer
from Mannargudi, urged the
government to immediately
identify and restore all en-
croached irrigation tanks, con-
sidering future water needs
and the growing population.
A senior official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
said, “In the past, the WRD
maintained nearly 30,000
tanks across the state. Now,
that number has reduced by

50%. The state government
mustallocate sufficient funds
to preserve these tanks and
regular maintenance is essen-
tial. Compared to neighbour-
ing states, Tamil Nadu's budg-
et for the WRD is quite low.”

The official also noted that
although the WRD and reve-
nue departments work togeth-
er to address encroachments,
political pressure often ham-
pers the efforts.
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TN. to empower ‘climate warriors’ with 100 e-autos

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will provide 100 e-au-
tos to ‘climate warriors’ —
women from Self Help
Groups — at a cost of ¥3.87
crore, as part of an initia-
tive aimed at enhancing cli-
mate awareness among the
public and creating liveli-
hood opportunities for
these women.

As per an announce-
ment made during the
2023-24 Budget, the State
is set to launch an initiative
led by women from Self
Help Groups (SHGs) who
will spearhead awareness
campaigns on environ-
mental issues. To support
this, the government will
allocate 320 crore for elec-
tric autorickshaws that will
facilitate outreach efforts.

A recent G.0. issued in

Source: The Hindu, 22 October 2024, p.3

this regard said the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control
Board (TNPCB) has pro-
posed distribution of 500
e-autorickshaws, with a fo-
cus on educating commun-
ities about the ban on sin-
gle-use plastics, promoting
eco-friendly alternatives.

Focus on awareness

“Recognising the impor-
tance of women’s role in
tackling climate change,

the government  will
launch the ‘Climate War-
riors’, a climate literacy
programme, led by women
SHGs in the State. In the
first phase, 500 SHGs will
lead this green campaign
to spread awareness on en-
vironment and climate
change. The SHGs will be
provided with electric au-
torickshaws at a cost of 320
crore towards this pur-
pose,” the order issued by
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P. Senthil Kumar, Principal
Secretary to Departments
of Environment, Climate
Change and Forests stated.
Initially, 100 e-autos will
be provided to the climate
warriors, with an invest-
ment of ¥3.87 crore, fund-
ed by the TNPCB. This in-
itiative not only aims to
enhance climate literacy
but also seeks to create li-
velihood opportunities for
women in these groups.



Permanent solution soon to
flooding in Chennai, says CM

The State government had been preparing for three months to mitigate the impact of the

monsoon, says Stalin; storm-water drain work and other measures came in handy, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

day after heavy rain
A lashed Chennai
and its surrounding

areas, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin on
Wednesday said the State
government had been pre-
paring for three months to
tackle the impact of the
monsoon. He said a per-
manent solution would
soon be found to the pro-
blem of water stagnation in
the city.

The storm-water drain
work and other measures
had come in handy, he
said. “Ask the people about
their feedback,” Mr. Stalin
told mediapersons after in-
specting the relief work at
Pallikaranai.

“Some people are trying
to twist the facts. Explain
the ground situation to
them,” he added.

Mr. Stalin said that after
coming to power, the DMK-
led State government had
formed an Advisory Com-
mittee for Mitigation and
Management of Flood Risk
in the Chennai Metropoli-
tan Area (CMA), led by

\
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Impact assessment: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inspecting a
rain-affected area in Chennai on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

former IAS official V.
Thiruppugazh.

“We will implement the
recommendations in a
phased manner. About
25%-30% of the work is
pending, and we will com-
plete it soon,” he said.

Appreciates workers

Mr. Stalin also expressed
his appreciation for sanita-
tion workers and all the of-
ficials involved in relief
work.

In a social media post,
Mr. Stalin said that soon af-
ter receiving an alert about
heavy rain, the administra-
tion took precautionary
measures and tackled the

Source: The Hindu, 17 October 2024, p.6

situation with the coopera-
tion of the public.

“Rainwater has been
drained in most parts of
the city. We will continue
to do field work without
any pause till it is com-
pletely drained,” the Chief
Minister said.

Mr. Stalin inspected the
works on lands recovered
by the State government at
the Guindy Race Club,
where three ponds have
been expanded and four
are being created.

The ponds would en-
sure that the rainwater is
restricted to the race club
and does not spill out into
the surrounding areas, ac-

cording to an official
statement.

The Chief Minister in-
spected the desilting work
being carried out at Vee-
rangal Odai in Velachery,
and instructed officials to
expedite the work.

He also inspected Na-
rayanapuram Lake in Pal-
likaranai, where work on
strengthening the bund
and repairing the regulator
is under way. He directed
that the work be complet-
ed by evening, according
to an official statement.

During the Chief Minis-
ter’s visit to Narayanapu-
ram Lake, residents told
him that Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Udhayanidhi Stalin
had carried out an inspec-
tion on October 14 and in-
structed officials to take
measures to drain the rain-
water, and had also fol-
lowed up on the work, it
added.

Due to the works, for
the first time since 2008,
rainwater did not stagnate
in the area, they said, and
thanked the Chief Minister
and the Deputy Chief Mi-
nister for the measures,
the release added.
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Chennai Corporation to
impose 35,000 fine on
bulk waste generators

Establishments like hospitals, educational institutions, etc. that produce

waste on an average of more than 100 kg daily are bulk waste generators

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Greater Chennai
T Corporation (GCC)

on Wednesday an-
nounced that a fine of
5,000 would be imposed
on bulk solid waste genera-
tors who violate the Solid
Waste Management Rules
of the GCC.

According to one of
GCC’s Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules 2019, various
establishments such as
buildings and departments
under Union government,
institutions, local bodies,
public organisations under
State government, private
organisations, hospitals,
educational institutions,
hostels, hotels, commer-
cial centers, markets, plac-
es of worship, stadiums
and sports complexes that
generate an average of
more than 100 kg waste
daily, are classified as bulk

Source: The Hindu, 25 October 2024, p.7

The corporation says the move
is aimed at ensuring cleanliness
across the city.

!

waste generators. The
rules mandate that the Re-
sident Welfare Associa-
tions and market associa-
tions occupying areas
exceeding 5,000 sq. ft. that
produces more than 100
kg of waste per day, must
segregate the biodegrada-
ble and non-biodegradable
waste at source.

The violation of these
regulations will result in
imposition of fine by the

GCC, as per the press re-
lease. The report from GCC
states that a total of 300
point of sales (POS) ma-
chines are currently in use
in 15 zones. A total fine of
$25,73,800 was collected
between October 10 to Oc-
tober 24. Zone 5 recorded
the highest number of
transactions with 172 tran-
sactions of total 32,48,500.
Zone 9 had the minimum
transactions with 40 tran-
sactions of total 1, 32,800,

was recorded.
J.  Kumaragurubaran,
Commissioner of GCC,

stated that the primary ob-
jective was to maintain
cleanliness in city and to
ensure that people re-
frained from disposing
wastes in public places.

He added that the cor-
poration has partnered
with Indian Overseas Bank
for POS machines, which
will be used effectively in-
stead of regular challans.
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TNPCB proposes T73-crore penalty on
CPCL for damages caused by oil spill

The technical team constituted by the State government concluded that the amount of oil spilled could be over 400 KL,

based on data such as slop oil quantities, crude receipt amounts, and cleaning frequencies, according to a TNPCB report

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu Pol-
T lution Control
Board (TNPCB) has

estimated a penalty of 373
crore for Chennai Petro-
leum Corporation Limited
(CPCL) for the damages
caused by the Ennore oil
spill that occurred during
Cyclone Michaung in De-
cember 2023.

The TNPCB submitted
this in a report before the
southern bench of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal on
Thursday as part of a suo
motu case on the oil spill.

According to the report,
ameeting was held on Sep-
tember 3 to review the oil
spill impact assessment
and bioremediation re-
ports for the Ennore Creek
area. The technical team
constituted by the State go-
vernment concluded that
the total amount of oil

An oil spill occurred from Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited
refinery during Cyclone Michaung in December 2023. FILE PHOTO

spilled could be over 400
KL, based on data such as
slop oil quantities, crude
receipt amounts, and
cleaning frequencies.

The Indian Institute of
Technology’s conservative
estimate of the spill is 517
tonnes, which aligns close-
ly with the team’s findings,
the TNPCB said.

The TNPCB said a team
comprising R.Kannan,

Member Secretary,
TNPCB, G. Saravanan,
Principal Scientist, Chen-
nai Zonal Centre, CSIR-
NEERI, H.D.Varalaxmi,
Scientist-E and Regional
Director, Central Pollution
Control Board, and V.
Perarasu, professor, De-
partment of Chemical En-
gineering, Anna University
computed the environ-
mental damage and resti-

tution costs, using a meth-
odology from the research
publication ‘Oil Spill and
Cleanup Costs, by Cao Thi
Thu Trang, Institute of Ma-
rine Environment and Re-
source, Vietnam.

Their calculation out-
lined the total clean up
cost, including response
costs, socioeconomic dam-
ages, and environmental
costs. In this case, since
CPCL conducted the clean
up operations through spe-
cialised cleaning agencies,
the response cost was com-
puted to be nil. The team
arrived at a total cost of
¥73,68,00,906, including
135,43,71,708 for socioeco-
nomic damage and
¥38,24,29,198 for environ-
mental damage due to the
oil spill in December 2023.

Long-term strategies

Meanwhile, IIT-M submit-
ted a report outlining long-
term strategies for prevent-

ing and remediating oil
spills.

The recommendations,
include elevating oil sludge
and slop oil storage tanks
or constructing dykes to
contain potential spills,
which would help mini-
mise contamination risks.
Additionally, the report
suggests installing contain-
ment systems or improv-
ing drainage infrastructure
to prevent oil discharge
from stormwater
locations.

To tackle heavy siltation
and long-term oil contami-
nation in the canal, dredg-
ing is advised to enhance
water flow and reduce the
risk of further contamina-
tion. Finally, the report
emphasises the necessity
of continuous monitoring
of stormwater drains in the
Ennore industrial area.

The bench has sche-
duled the matter for Janu-
ary 4, 2025.

Source: The Hindu, 25 October 2024, p.2

Coastal zone plan: NGT orders
TN to conduct ground truthing

Tells authority to collect inputs from all dists, fix shortcomings before releasing draft map

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

EMPHASISING on the need for
greater accuracy and public en-
gagement, the southern bench
of National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the Tamil
Nadu Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Authority (TNCZMA) and
the National Centre for Sus-
tainable Coastal Management
(NCSCM) to undertake ground
truthing in ecologically sensi-
tive areas before finalising the
Coastal Zone Management Plan
({CZMP).

The order comes after con-
cerns were raised by coastal
communities and environmen-
tal groups about the accuracy
of the draft CZMP maps and
omission of key environmental
and community features.

“TNCZMA is directed to col-
lectall the inputs received from
the collectors of all the coastal
distriets forwarded to the mem-
ber secretary of TNCZMA and
the director of environment
and climate change, Chennai,
and appropriately corrvect, add,
modify, etc. in the draft CZMP.
The member secretary is di-

L = 3

.. 8

The order comes as concerns were raised by coastal communities and environmen tal
groupsabout the accuracy of the draft (ZMP maps | Aerx

rected to ensure that the addi-
tion/ omission/ correction/
suggestion given by these stake-
holders are appropriately in-
corporated in the draft CZMP
map before publishing the
same,” states the order

After addressing all short-
comings pointed out, the draft
CZMP maps may be published
as per the CRZ Notification af-
ter giving the mandatory peri-
od required for stakeholders to
review it. The date of the pub-
lic hearing may be announced
by following the due process of
law, the order concludes.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice Pushpa Sathvanaravana
and expert member K Saty-
agopal had in the previous
hearing expressed displeasure
over the response and compli-
ance by authorities with their
previous orders.

The draft CZMP maps lacked
crucial details - fishing zones,
village boundaries, fish breed-
ing areas, and common proper-
ties vital to the livelihoods of
coastal fishermen. Additional-
1y, they highlighted that impor-
tant ecological areas had not
been marked, which could un-

dermine the protection of these
Zones.

The applicants - Jesu Rethi-
nam and K Saravanan - also al-
leged that the draft CZMP failed
to comply with orders from the
Madras High Court and previ-
ous directives from the NGT.
They criticised the absence of
a detailed written plan along-
side the maps, making it diffi-
cult for the public to interpret
the maps and participate effec-
tively in the consultation proc-
ess. Moreover, concerns were
raised about the accessibility
of the maps, given their large
file sizes and the lack of scaled
local-level maps.

In response, TNCZMA ar-
gued that the draft maps were
prepared in compliance with
the CRZ Notification, 2019, and
that missing features, such as
long-term housing needs for
coastal communities, would be
added in subsequent revisions.
They assured that public con-
sultation processes had been
followed correctly, with the
draft maps made available on-
line and in local offices for
review
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Source: The New Indian Express,
18 October 2024, p.5



Seaerosion turns Pulicat
highway into ‘dirt track’

250 m of beach eroded, rough waves brought loads of sand to road

SY KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

WITH sea erosion peaking in
the last few months, a portion
of the state highway road con-
necting Pulicat villages with
Kattupalli is gradually going
underwater. Close to 250 metres
of the beach has eroded near
Karungali and rough sea waves
are making a splash into the
highway bringing along with it
loads of sand, making the road
unmotorable.

TNIE recently visited the site
and witnessed the hardship en-
dured by thousands of people
daily amidst the absence of a
proper motorable road. While
the road is no longer suited for
cars, people on two-wheelers
too are at risk as the wheels of-
ten get stuck in slushy sand.

If not for the two concrete
training walls, the highway
would have eroded and Kosa-
thalaivar River would have
merged with the sea. Durai Ma-
hendran, general secretary,
Tiruvallur District Traditional
United Fishermen Association,
told TNIE, “Close to 7,000 peo-
ple, mostly youth and fisher-
men, use this road for daily
commute. This is the shortest
route for people employed at
Kattupalli Port and other indus-
tries in Ennore. The problem
will only get worse with north-
east monsoon setting in.”

When contacted, an assistant
engineer in the Tamil Nadu
State Highways Department
said only two years ago, the Pu-
licat-Kattupalli road was hand-
ed over to the highways depart-
ment by the village panchayat.
“We have plans to upgrade the
road with blacktopping and a
bridge has also been proposed
near Karungali, where sea ero-
sion is a raging issue. Prelimi-

Slushy sand all over the highway road connecting Pulicat with Kattupalli | exeress

nary surveys are being carried
out at present,” official added.
According to the latest shore-
line changes assessment report
by the National Centre for
Coastal Research (NCCR), Tiru-
vallur coast is experiencing
massive sea erosion. A deeper
analysis of the NCCR study,
which was based on satellite
data acquired from 1990 to 2018,
says 168 km out of the total 40.97

Fishers who take their catch
@ to Kasimedu also use this
road. The alternative route
is via Minjur which is 10-15
km longer. The problem will
only get worse with the
monsoon setting in

Dural Mahendran, Tiruvallur
District Traditional United
Fishermen Association

km of coastline in Tiruvallur is
under immense threat. In fact,
eight out of the 22 ‘erosion
hotspots’ listed in the study are
located in Tiruvallur and neigh-
bouring Kancheepuram dis-
tricts. Experts expressed dis-
may at the pace at which the
beaches are eroding.

Studies show the Indian east
coast is more exposed to ero-
sion compared tothe west coast.
Shoreline assessment report
says the area under erosion is
annually increasing by 3 metres
on the east coast and 2.5 metres
on west coast. The reason for
the problem is multi-fold. Cli-
mate change is causing sea level
to rise and trigger extreme
weather events, which will lead
to natural erosion. This apart,
anthropogenic activities like
construction of ports, dams and
anti-erosion hard structures
have aggravated or shifted the
problem to new areas.

Lamenting sea erosion in
Karungali, a fishermen leader
said, “The residents here at-
tribute the blame on Adani-Kat-
tupalli port. If the port expan-
sion plans go through, and they
build new breakwaters, the
northern parts, including
Karungali and the whole of Pu-
licat, will experience unprece-
dented erosion.” He also re-
quested Chief Minister MK
Stalin to stay strong on his word
of not permitting Kattupalli
port expansion.

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 October 2024, p.5

Southwest monsoon
leaves Tamil Nadu
with normal rainfall

City will continue to receive light to moderate showers in some areas till

Wednesday; IMD to make announcement on northeast monsoon today

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ith September
w 30 marking the
official end of

southwest monsoon, Tamil
Nadu has received a nor-
mal rainfall for the season.
The monsoon, which is
still active in some parts,
will ensure wet weather ov-
er the State till the first
week of October and heavy
rain spells till October 4.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) col-
lates rainfall between June
and September as south-
west monsoon. Tamil Na-
du has received 38.9 cm of
rainfall, which is 18% more
than its usual share for the
season since June 1. The
IMD considers a deviation
in rainfall up to 19 per cent
either deficit or excess as
normal range.

Northeast monsoon

The monsoon is set to de-
liver its last bout of rainfall
before retreating from the
region. However, the rain
from October 1 would fall
into the account of north-
east monsoon.

A trough running from
Comorin area to south
coastal Karnataka would
trigger scattered rainfall,
which translates to chanc-
es of rainfall in 50% of the
weather stations, across
the State. One or two areas
in nine districts, including

Source: The Hindu, 1 October 2024, p.3
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Parting bounty: Chennai's weather stations have recorded a
surplus seasonal rainfall this year with Nungambakkam receiving
69.4 cm of rainfall and Meenambakkam 74.1 cm. FILE PHOTO

Virudhunagar, Tirunelveli
and the Nilgiris, are likely
to experience heavy rain-
fall on Tuesday.

Impact of trough

S. Balachandran, Addition-
al Director General of Me-
teorology, Chennai, said
such rainfall would occur
during the transition phase
in monsoon. The impact of
the trough and the active
monsoon would continue
over parts of the State for a
few more days.

According to the data
collated by the Regional
Meteorological ~ Centre,
Chennai, most districts re-
ceived either surplus or
normal rainfall this season
except for six districts.

In Tamil Nadu, Tirunel-
veli received the heaviest
amount of seasonal rainfall
of 33.7 cm against its nor-
mal share of 9.2 cm.

Chennai’s weather sta-
tions too have recorded a
surplus seasonal rainfall
this year. While Nungam-
bakkam has received 69.4
cm of rainfall against its av-
erage of 23. 5 cm, it is yet
another surplus year for
Meenambakkam that has
recorded 74.1 cm against its
normal of 23 cm. The city
would continue to receive
light to moderate showers
in some areas till Wednes-
day.

The IMD is set to make
an announcement about
northeast monsoon on
Tuesday. Meanwhile, the
Agro Climate Research
Centre, Directorate of Crop
Management, Tamil Nadu
Agricultural  University,
Coimbatore has forecast a
normal rainfall in all the
districts of the State with a
10% deviation, either sur-
plus or deficit.



TN to get above normal NEmonsoon

Heavy rain likely in several districts for next 5 days due to cyclonic circulation over Comorin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE northeast monsoon will
make its onset in the third week
of October, and Tamil Nadu, es-
pecially the northern parts in-
cluding Chennai, is likely to re-
ceive above-normal rains.

S Balachandran, Additional
Director General of Meteorolo-
gy at Regional Meteorological
Centre, said as per the Long
Range Forecast, north Tamil
Nadu will receive above normal
rain and southern districts will
receive normal to below normal
rain during the monsoon.

The state and other parts of
south peninsular India are ex-
pected to receive above-normal
rain, which is defined as more
than 112% of the Long Period
Average (LPA) during this peri-
od. The northeast monsoon is
vital for Tamil Nadu as it re-
ceives nearly 48% of its annual
rainfall during this season, play-
inga critical role inreplenishing
water reservoirs, supporting ag-

riculture, and addressing the
drinking water needs.
Balachandran said global cli-
matic factors such as the El
Nifo-Southern Oscillation
(ENSO)and Indian Ocean Dipole
{I0D) will play a role in the mon-
soon dvnamics. Currently, neu-
tral ENSO conditions are being
observed in the Pacific ocean,
with a higher chance of La Nina
developing during the post-mon-
soon season. This is favourable

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 October 2024, p.4

NE monsoon to set in over
T.N. by third week of October

The India Meteorological Department has forecast normal or above-normal rainfall for northern

South TN will receive
normal to below
normal rain | ALE proTo

for the northeast monsoon in
Tamil Nadu. Similarly, above-
average sea surface tempera-
tures are noted across the Indian
Ocean, with neutral 10D condi-
tions expected to continue.
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry,
Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema,
Kerala, Mahe and south interior
Karnataka are expected to ben-
efit from this increased rainfall.
The IMD has also highlighted
potential temperature trends for

October. Above-normal maxi-
mum temperatures are likely
over most parts of the country,
except in central India and the
southern peninsula, where nor-
mal to below-normal tempera-
tures are expected. Above-nor-
malminimum temperaturesare
predicted for most regions, in-
cluding Tamil Nadu, which
could lead to warmer nights.
For the next five days, several
districts in Tamil Nadu are like-
Iy to receive heavy rain due to a
cyclonic circulation over the Co-
morin area that runsfrom north
interior Karnataka across inte-
rior Tamil Nadu. On Wednesday;
ghat areas of Coimbatore, Nilg-
iris, Erode, Krishnagiri, Dhar-
mapuri, Salem and Tirupattur
will receive heavy rain and the
following day, Ramanathapuram,
Sivagangai, Pudukottai,
Thanjavur, Nagapattinam, Mayi-
laduthurai., Cuddalore, Theni,
Dindigul, Kallakurichi, Vellore,
Ranipet, Tiruvannamalai and
Tiruchy will join the party.

parts of Tamil Nadu, while the southern parts may receive a normal or deficit rainfall this season

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Northeast mon-
T soon is expected to
set in over Tamil

Nadu by around the third
week of October, starting
from October 17.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
forecast that the northern
parts of Tamil Nadu are
likely to receive normal or
above-normal rainfall, and
the southern parts may re-
ceive a normal or deficit

rainfall this season.

The IMD said the seaso-
nal rainfall between Octob-
er and December in the
south peninsular region,
including Kerala, Tamil Na-
du, and Andhra Pradesh, is
expected to be above nor-
mal, logging 112% of the
long-period average of 33.4
cm.

S. Balachandran, Addi-
tional Director General of
Meteorology, Chennai,
said the State is likely to re-
ceive enhanced rainfall
during the third and fourth

Source: The Hindu, 2 October 2024, p.7
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weeks of October, as per
the extended rainfall fore-
cast.

Normally, the Northeast
monsoon sets in around
October 20. “The onset of
the Northeast monsoon in
the third week of October
is normal either a week be-
fore or after October 20.
Tamil Nadu usually re-
ceives an average monsoon
rainfall of 44 cm,” he said,
adding that there is an 80%
chance for La Nina to
emerge during October
and November.

Earlier, during a virtual
press conference, IMD Di-
rector General Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, to a question
posed by this correspon-
dent, said the southern
parts of the State are likely
to get a deficit rainfall in
October. During the North-
east monsoon, districts in
the central parts would re-
ceive a good rainfall.

He also said that there
had been an increasing
trend in maximum temper-
ature in October, during re-
cent years.



In30yrs, TN got just one-third of Krishna water

_ack of storage facility, illegal tapping reasons; WRD proposes increasing depth of Poondi reservoir & desilting tanks

i GURUVANMIKANATH AN @ thennai

[AMIL Nadu has not received
ts full share of 12 tmcft of
{rishna water from Andhra
*radesh for the past three dec-
des. Despite the neighbouring
tate’swillingness torelease wa-
er, TN has struggled to realise
ts sharedue to alack of storage
acilities in and around Chen-
1ai, and alleged illegal water
apping from the open canal be-
ore it even reaches the state.

According to Water Resources
Jepartment’s (WRD) data ac-
essed by TNIE, since 1996, the
otal water received (112 Tmcft)
3w TN is only one-third of its to-
al entitlement (340 Tmeft).

Under the inter-state agree-
nent signed on April 18, 1983,
AP has torelease 12 Tmcft of wa-
er to Tamil Nadu annually, ex-
Juding evaporation losses of 3
[mcft. The agreement stipulates
hat 8 Tmeft should be released
rom July to October, and 4 Tm-
£t from January to April.

Krishna water first reached
lamil Nadu at Uthukottai in
Piruvallur district in September
996.

Illegal tapping of water from
he open canal is the main rea-
on for Tamil Nadu unable to
ealise its share. “Water is re-
eased from the Kandalerudam

in Andhra Pradesh through an
open canal. Due to illegal tap-
ping, Tamil Nadu faces difficul-
ties in receiving the full supply.
We have informed the Andhra
Pradesh government several
times, but no action has been
taken vet,” an official said.

The official also mentioned

that the state government, un-
der the late CM J Jayalalithaa,
had planned te lay pipelines in
2014 to prevent such issues.
The project was dropped
owing to financial

constraints. ©

Stressing on the need to

increase storage capacity to
meet future water
demands, he point-
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Source: The New Indian Express, 6 October 2024, p.4

Quantum of water from received
at TN entry point since 1996

o 1?

"
©

Nk o4

-

PIC: SHIBA PRASAD SAHU

ed out that during the North-
East monsoon, Chennai’s res-
ervoirs often fill up naturally,
making it hard to store Krish-
na water, and gets diverted to
the sea.

The WRD has proposed sev-
eral measures, including in-
creasing the depthof the Poon-
direservoir and desiltingmajor
tanks, which could add up to 2
Tmeft of storage.

The Thiruppugazh Commit-
tee has also suggested reconsid-
ering the Ramenjeri reservoir
project near Uthukottai, which
has been under discussion for

s
“
2045 | 0:195-(Til October 1)

some time.
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Combined storage of major reservoirs at 61%

Widespread Rain Results In 92 Irrigation Tanks In State Reaching Full Capacity

Julie Mariappan@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Widespread rain trig-
gered by the northeast monsoon
significantly increased inflow in-
to major reservoirs in Tamil Na-
du. As of Wednesday morning,
the total storage in15majorreser-
voirs stood at 122 tincft, which is
61% of their combined capacity.
There was an increase of 2 tmeft
since Tuesday.

Mettur, the lifeline of the del-
ta, recorded a rate of inflow at
16,196 cusecs (cubic feet per se-
cond), boostingstorage to 55 tmcft
against the total capacity of 93
tmeft. The Cauvery Water Regu-
lation Committee that met on Tu-
esday directed the Karnataka
govt to ensure the realisation of
thequantum stipulated by the Su-

AM Shudhagar

GOOD SPELL: Mettur, lifeline of the dlta region, recorded a rate of inflow of

16,196 cusecs, boosting storage to 55 tmcft against its capacity of 93 tmeft

preme Court at Biligundulu, the

inter-state border.
‘Themeteorology department

informed the committee that the

Source: The Times of India, 17 October 2024, p.6

Cauvery basin would experience
heavy rainfall in the next two da-
ys due to the onset of the monso-
on, and a little more than normal

rainfall is likely until Oct 25," sa-
id an official.

TheBhavanisagar Damonthe
River Bhavani, a tributary of the
Cauvery, experienced 24 mm of
rainfall over the last 24 hours en-
ding8.30am on Wednesday.

This resulted in water flowing
in at 4,150 cusecs, increasing sto-
rage to 20.5 tmeft. Krishnagiri
and Sathanur dams on the Then-
pennai River saw rainfall of 31
mm and 66 mm, raising their sto-
rage levels to 1.5 tmcft and 3.6
tmeft. Sholayar and Parambiku-
lam, part of the Parambikulam-
Alivar groupof dams, arealready
filled to the brim.

The catchment areas of both
reservoirs received 19 mm and 4
mm of rainfall on Tuesday, resul-
ting in good inflows.
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As of Wednesday morning,
the water managers began relea-
sing water at 653 cusecs and 950
cusecs from Sholayar and Param-
bikulam. As a result, water at a
steady 794 cusecs flowed into Thi-
rumoorthy Dam downstream.
“The Water Resources Depart-
ment manages 90 reservoirs
across the state, with a combined
storage currently at 133.66 tmeft
of acapacity of 224 tmcft. The sto-
rage saw an increase of 2.6 tmcft
since Tuesday,” the official said.

The widespread rainfall on
Tuesdayalsoresulted in92irriga-
tion tanks across the state rea-
ching full capacity. This brings
the total number of fully stored
tanks to 891 out of 14,139 irriga-
tion tanks maintained by the de-
partment.



Rare migratory bird spotted
for I**time in TN in Kumari

S SENTHIL KUMAR @ Coimbatore

WILLOW Warbler (Phyvllosco-  §
pus trochilus), a migratory bird !
from a European palearctic
area, has been spotted for the
first time in Tamil Nadu. Bird
watchers Anand Shibu and B
Gokula Shrimon spotted the
bird in Kannivakumari last
month. The bird has been spot-
ted only three times in Kerala
since 2020.

Anand Shibu and Gokula
Shrimon spotted the willow
warbler; which belongs to the
leaf’ warbler species, at Periva-
kulam tank in Manavalaku-
richi in Kannivakumari dis-
trict on September 23. Though
it is small in size, it performs
the longest migration.

The willow warbler is often
brighter, more yellowish (espe-
cially in autumn), with strong-
er pale eyebrows, pinkish legs,
and tends not to habitually dip
its tail.

“T am lucky to have spotted
the bird. It was perched ona
tree in the tank bund. The bird
spent nearly three hours in the
tank during the morning. We
returned to the tank in the
evening butdid not find it . Wil-
low warbler, is a vagrant spe-
cies(vagrants are birds that get
blown off from their normal
migratory route). We were also
expecting the bird presence
here since it was sighted in
Thiruvananthapuram in 2020
for the first time inthe country
and the same year in Alap-

Willow Warbler

puzha. Bird watchers in Thiru-
vananthapuram again spotted
the bird in 2023,” said Shibu.

“The vellow bird breeds
throughout northern and tem-
perate Europe and the paleare-
tic. It stops over in the country
while heading towards Africa.
We just spotted a single bird,
and could not get clear infor-
mation if it was a male or fe-
male,” said Anand Shibu, who
is a naturalistand has over five
yvears of experience in
birding.

Selva Ganesh, a bird enthusi-
ast and Coimbatore based
school teacher, was excited af-
ter hearing about the spotting
of the bird.

“One can see such rare birds
during birding trips only if
people observe closely, but
many birders do not focus on
the joband miss noticing many
birds,” he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 October 2024, p.2

New Nilgiri Tahr habitat spotted in Pasumalai

Five ungulates spotted during synchronised census last year; full report likely to be released during wildlife week

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

IN a significant breakthrough
for conservation efforts, a new-
ly colonised habitat of the en-
dangered Nilgiri Tahr has been
discovered in Pasumalai, locat-
ed in the Erasai West beat of
the Chinnamanoor Range with-
in the Megamalai Forest Divi-
sion. This new find was docu-
mented during the synchronised
census in November last vear,
where five individual Nilgiri
Tahr were spotted by field staff,
signalling the animal’s explora-
tory behaviour and adaptabili-
ty in finding new habitats.
Pasumalai, situated at an el-
evation of approximately 1,392
metres above sea level, boasts
of rich ecological diversity
with unique features that make
it a suitable environment for
the ungulate. Surrounded by
shola forests and abandoned
coffee estates, the area has po-
tential grassland cover atop

hillocks and cliffs, providing
the Tahr with necessary escape
terrains — critical for their sur-
vival. This discovery holds im-
mense importance as the Nilg-
iri Tahr, endemicto the Western
Ghats, has been under threat
due to habitat loss and
fragmentation.

The habitat’s floral and fau-
nal diversity is impressive.
Carnivores like tigers, leop-
ards, and bears have been docu-
mented, alongside herbivores
such as elephants, gaur, and

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 October 2024, p.2

sambar deer. Other interesting
species like the pangolin and
porcupine have also been sight-
ed recently. A perennial water
source and abundant plant life
further enhance the habitat’s
viability for sustaining
wildlife.

Speaking to TNIE, Nilgiri
Tahr project director M G
Ganesan said, “In addition to
spotting the five Nilgiri Tahrs,
field staff noted the presence of
old Tahr pellets in the region,
suggesting that the animals

Situated 1,392 metres above sea level,
Pasumalai's rich biodiversity makes it
suitable for the Nilgiri Tahr | exeaess

have used this area for a while.
One adult male Nilgiri Tahr
has been spotted using the Pas-
umalai habitat as a corridor to
travel between Naravandevan
Patty and Varaiyvattumottai.
The movement highlights the
area’s importance as a poten-
tial migratory route for Tahr
herds, expanding the known
range of the species.”

However, despite Pasumalai’s
suitability as a Nilgiri Tahr
habitat, anthropogenic pres-
sures pose a significant threat.
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Livestock grazing has been doc-
umented in the area, which
could disrupt the natural habi-
tat and impede the Nilgiri
Tahr’'s ability to thrive. Several
conservationists are urging im-
mediate action to alleviate
these pressure, stressing that if
human activities are control-
led, Pasumalai could become a
eritical sanctuary for the Nilg-
iri Tahr population.

Census report likely soon

The full census report will be
released shortly as the forest
department awaits a date con-
firmation from CM M K Stalin.
Minister K Ponmudy inaugu-
rated the Wildlife Week celebra-
tions at the Guindy Children’s
Park on Friday The valedictory
event is scheduled for October
9 in Coimbatore.

The state had declared Octo-
ber 7 as Nilgiri Tahr Day, hon-
ouring E R C Davidar, who pio-
neered the scientific study of
the species.



Project Trek: TN launches 40 forest trails

Guided One-Day Tours

Oppili.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Trekking buffs
and nature lovers, pack your
bags and get ready for nature
trails in 40 forest places in
the state. Project Trek Tamil
Nadu, launched by deputy
chief minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Thursday, has de-
signated nature trails appro-
ved by the Tamil Nadu forest
department.

These guided treks are
categorised as easy, modera-
te, and tough based on the
distance, duration, and ter-
rain,andarerestricted toon-
ly one-day treks in the first
phase, officials said. Trek-

File Photo

300 GUIDES SELECTED

kingroutesthatcomply with
the Tamil Nadu Forest and
Wildlife (Regulation of Trek-
king) Rules, 2018 have been
identified at Nilgiris, Coim-
batore, Tirupur, Kanyaku-
mari, Theni, Tirunelveli,

Routes that comply with Tamil Nadu Forest and
Wildlife (Regulation of Trekking) Rules, 2018 have
been identified at Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tirupur,
Kanyakumari, Theni, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, Virud-
hunagar, Madurai, Dindigul, Krishnagiri, Tiruppat-

tur, and Vellore districts

Tenkasi, Virudhunagar, Ma-
durai, Dindigul, Krishnagi-
ri, Tiruppattur, and Vellore
districts. The project is de-
signed to spread awareness
of nature conservation, pro-
vide sustainable income to
local communities, and the-
reby support forestand wild-
life conservation, officials

Source: The Times of India, 25 October 2024, p.6

said. The carrying capacity
per trail will be minimal for
sustainable and responsible
ecotourism. People from lo-
cal communities having tra-
ditional knowledge of the fo-
rest have been identified as
guides, a senior official said.
About 300 guides were selec-
ted from more than 50 tribal/

forestfringe villagesafteran
orientation training. They
were given a trekking kit
with necessary equipment
including uniforms, trek-
king shoes, a backpack, a
cap,abasicfirstaid kit,areu-
sable water bottle, a hot wa-
ter flask, a hiking pole, com-
munication equipment, a
whistle, and a compass.
They are trained in jung-
le etiquette, soft skills, first
aid, basic hospitality and hy-
giene, local biodiversity, be-
sides safety drills, he added.
They are also trained in safe-
ty protocols to handle local
emergencies. As a measure
of caution, insurance cove-
rage is planned for all parti-

To Be Categorised Based On Distance, Duration And Terrain

cipants and guides partici-
patingin the treks, he said.

Integrating the local
community as a crucial be-
neficiary of the trekking ac-
tivity is expected to generate
sustainable income and bo-
ost the local economy, there-
by reducing forest depen-
dency.

Booking can be done
from wwwtrektamilnadu-
.com. This portal gives users
access to essential details of
a particular trail such as
images, visuals, 3D anima-
ted maps, dosand don’ts,and
FAQs. Users canmake online
payments and download the-
ir entry tickets, said the offi-
cial.

30 yrs on, risk allowance for TN forest staff stagnates below T1K

S SENTHIL KUMAR @ Coimbatore

STAFF of the Tamil Nadu for-
est department, from forest
guards to forest range officers,
who spend hours patrolling the
forest to keep the region free
from poaching, have been re-
ceiving only a meagre amount
as monthly risk allowance for
the past three decades. Follow-
ing a series of miniscule hikes
over the years, the allowance
amount — from 200 — current-
ly stands at just ¥800, staff
members said.

Speaking to TNIE, depart-

ment staff said they frequently
risk their lives in their line of
work. In July 2022, two Anti-
Poaching Watchers were at-
tacked by a sloth bear; resulting
in the loss of vision for one of
them. Furthermore, a 38-yvear-
old forest guard was killed in a
gaur attack at the Sathyaman-
galam Tiger Reserve in July
2023. Such incidents and inju-
ries are plenty and many go un-
reported, they said.

Staff members stated that
they work in far more difficult
conditions than Special Task
Force (STF) personnel, but the

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 October 2024, p.2

latter receive a far higher risk
allowance of 6,000 per month.

A forest guard in Dharmapu-
ri told TNIE, “Since watcher
posts have remained va-
cant for yvears, we are
also forced to cover a
larger forest area and
end up overworked.”

“We need at least the
T6,000 allowance given to
the STF, along with the
prompt filling of vacancies to
easeowr work burden,” said an-
other forest guard working in
the Sathyamangalam Tiger Re-
serve (STR).

%

Moreover, the state govern-
ment is not providing any com-
pensation incase of deathwhile
on duty; the staff said.

“The same state govern-

ment is distributing 10

lakh as compensation

to the kin of commaon-
ers who are killed in a
wild animal attack. Re-
cently, the state handed
%50 lakh to the kin of a po-
liceman who died due to a heart
attack in Chennai. The govern-
ment should announce similar
compensation amounts for the
Kin of forest department staff

who die in the line of duty,”
they demanded.

They further said that they
already relayved their demands
— of hiking their monthly risk
allowance to 36,000 and hand-
ing over the uniform allowance
of 79,000, including stitching
charges, annually — to the pre-
vious forest minister M Mathiv-
enthan. We hope the new Forest
Minister K Ponmudy will im-
plement them, they said.

Minister Ponmudy and Head
of the Forest Force Srinivas R
Reddy were unavailable for
comments.

Institute in Vandalur is South India’s first to earn
tag of ‘govt. scientific expert’ in wildlife forensics

Southern States can now send and receive wildlife samples for forensic analysis more quickly, with The Advanced Institute of Wildlife Conservation

getting the recognition; the institute has already started working with Karnataka and Puducherry for sample testing, says its Director A. Udhayan

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

he Advanced Insti-
Ttute of Wildlife
Conservation

(ATWC) in Vandalur, an in-
stitution set up by the Ta-
mil Nadu Forest Depart-
ment, has become the first
institution from southern
India to be officially recog-
nised as a government

scientific expert. A G.O.
was passed by the State go-
vernment on October 7
notifying the Centre for
Wildlife Forensics at ATWC
as a government scientific
expert.

With this tag, the insti-
tute can support the Tamil
Nadu Forest Department
and assist the forest and
wildlife departments of
neighbouring States with

Source: The Hindu, 13 October 2024, p.3

forensic analysis, enhanc-
ing wildlife law enforce-
ment in the region, the or-
der said.

Initially, the AIWC Di-
rector had submitted a
proposal to the Central go-
vernment. However, under
the Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita, 2023,
which replaced the Code
of Criminal Procedure,
1973, the authority to noti-

fy government scientific
experts has also been dele-
gated to the State govern-
ment, leading to the is-
suance of the order.
Speaking to The Hindu,
A. Udhayan, Principal
Chief Conservator of For-
ests and Director, AIWC,
said so far, four organisa-
tions in India were
equipped for analysis of bi-
ological specimens — the

Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), the Zoological Sur-
vey of India, the Botanical
Survey of India, and the In-
dian Council of Forestry
Research and Education.
Since the WII in Dehra-
dun receives the highest
volume of wildlife samples
from various States, they
have reported experienc-
ing a backlog. Mr. Udhayan
noted that southern States
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can now send and receive
wildlife samples for foren-
sic analysis more quickly.
AIWC has already started
working with the Karnata-
ka and Puducherry govern-
ments for sample testing.

Established in 2017, the
AIWC is equipped with
three forensic labs dedicat-
ed to morphometry, DNA
sequencing, and histopath-
ological tests.



REK, HIKE, EARN:

When locals lead the way

The govt’s Project Trek-TN employs

guides from indigenous commumttes,
and holds great potentlal for ecotou

Supriya Sahu

r Niyasin, treks aren’t merely about
guiding tourists along the Nilgiris’
breathtakingly beautiful trails. They
are also a chance to share the stories
of her land, to introduce travellers to

its deep-rooted traditions and biodiversity.

Niyasin is one of the first eco guides of Trek-
TN, an initiative of the Tamil Nadu govt, and
as a representative of one of India’s oldest in-
digenous communities — the todas — she
stands at the cusp of a transformative journey.
The initiative has trained more than 300 local
guides like her, primarily from indigenous com-
munities, in wilderness safety, biodiversity
education, and first aid, while providing them
with sustainable livelihoods.

Across the globe, ecotourism has gained
traction as a sustainable alternative to conven-
tional tourism. In countries such as Costa Rica,
Nepal and Bhutan, the concept has proven to
be a futuristic force
that marries conserva-
tion efforts with the
economic well-being of
local communities. Ta-
mil Nadu’'s Project
Trek-TN, developed
through a partnership
between the state forest
department and the
Tamil Nadu wilderness
experiences corpora-

Sembukarai-Perumalmudi trail

tion, builds on this concept by establishing
a sustainable tourism framework through
community empowerment.

Inspired by Bhutan’s ‘high-value, low-im-
pact’ tourism, Tamil Nadu's initiative places
local communities at the heart of itsecotourism
strategy. Central to Project Trek-TN is the in-
volvement of local communities, particularly
indigenous groups who have lived in harmony
with these landscapes for generations.

The 2021 guidelines on sustainable ecotour-
ism in forest and wildlife areas by Union min-
istry of environment, forest, and climate change
position ecotourism as a tool for conservation
and community benefit. India’s National Strat-
egy for Ecotourism, released in 2022, offers a
framework that aligns closely with the goals of
Project Trek-TN. With diverse landscapes —
from forests and deserts to coastlines — India
has significant potential in ecotourism.

Trek-TN can become alandmark in sustain-
able tourism as well, but it also faces familiar
challenges that have emerged in ecotourism
globally. Learning from national and interna-
tional experiences such as Nepal's Annapurna
Conservation Area (ACAP), Bhutan's approach,
and Costa Rica's conservation-led tourism
model, can guide Tamil Nadu in establishing
practices that address key pitfalls.

These include waste management, biodiver-
sity protection, and community inclusion. By
integrating waste control measures, implement-
ing eco-friendly facili-
ties, and prioritising
local participation,
Trek-TN can align with
these international
models toachieve a bal-
ance of conservation,
¥ culture, and tourism
that supports long-term
sustainability.

J India Hikes, a home-
“2 grown trekking organi-

Source: The Times of India, 300ctober 2024, p.8

PROJECT TREK-TN

> Offers 40 trekking trails from the lush Nilgiris
to the misty slopes of Kodaikanal and the rocky
terrain of Kanyakumari

» The trails are categorised into easy,
moderate, and tough, based on skill levels.
Highlights include the serene gene pool trek in
the Nilgiris (easy), the rugged Vellingiri hill in

> Includes online booking via www.
trektamilnadu.com, where travellers can
access information on each trail, view 3D
maps, and follow guidelines for responsible
trekking

Gudiyam caves in Tiruvallur

LET'S TAKE A LEAF OUT OF THEIR BOOKS

In Nepal, funds generated through trekking permits
are reinvested in biodiversity conservation, trail
maintenance, and community development. Strict

idelines for waste it help preserve
the trails’ natural beauty

Costa Rica has safeguarded more than a quarter of
its land as national parks and reserves. The
payments for environmental services (PES)
programme financially compensates landowners
who protect biodiversity

Bhutan's ‘high-value, low-impact’ tourism model
limits visitor numbers through a daily tariff, part of
which funds conservation. By balancing low tourist
volume with high environmental standards, Bhutan
protects its natural resources while preserving
cultural heritage
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sation, has well established green protocols for
sustainable trekking through a robust waste
and sanitation protocol called ‘Green Trails'. Tt
is based on the principle of ‘leave no trace’,
where trekkers are required to carry reusable
bottles, avoid single-use plastic, and bring back
any waste they generate. Bio toilets are set up
on trails to manage human waste in an eco-
friendly way, composting it to prevent soil and
water contamination and preserving the natu-
rallandscape. Green Trails also conducts clean-
up drives, removing waste left by others and
educating trekkers about responsible practices.
This approach seeks a shared responsibility
towards conservation from all stakeholders
including trekkers, guides, and the local com-
munity.

Trekking in wildlife-sensitive areas has the
potential to disturb wildlife if left unmonitored.
Strategies from sustainable tourism policies in
India and international guidelines provide a
framework to address these concerns effective-
ly. Trek-TN could limit visitor numbers to re-
duce foot traffic, restrict trekking times to
minimise disruptions, and prohibit night-time
activities in core wildlife areas. Enforcing strict
‘stay-on-trail’ protocols, educating visitors on
wildlife sensitivity, and using eco-guides trained
to maintain quiet, low-impact trekking zones
can further protect vulnerable species.

Technology offers transformative potential
for trekking and eco-trail management, enhanc-
ing both visitor experience and conservation.
Geofencing, real-time tracking, and mobile apps
can alert visitors approaching restricted zones,
ensuring sensitive habitats remain undis-
turbed.

(The author is additional chief secretary
health department, govt of Tamil Nadu,
Sormerly ACS for the department of envi-
ronment, climate change, and forests)
Email your feedback with name and
address to southpole.toi
@timesofindia.com



Marine experts say we need a solid strategy to tackle the 150 million tonnes of ocean debris. And
while you take just one day to mull it over, 5.7 tonnes more will wash up on TN shores

@timesofindia.com

very day, as beachgoers re-

turn to their homes, our

coastlines are left with un-

wanted reminders of their

isits. Tonnes and tonnes of

them. Last month, the M § Swamina-

than Research Foundation launched

alarge-scale beach cleanup across six

locations in four Tamil Nadu districts,

collecting 5.7 tonnes of trash, includ-

ing discarded footwear, metal, paper,

cloth and plastics. The initiative was

partof International Coastal Cleanup

Day (ICCD) on Sept 21, where 660 vol-

unteers combed the beaches to clear
the litter.

“We have a long way to go to pre-
vent the indiscriminate pollution of
our seas,” says S Velvizhi, area direc-
tor of Coastal Resources and Fisher-
ies, M8 Swaminathan Research Foun-
dation. Since the foundation started
itsdrives in 2019 in Ramanathapuram,
Mayiladuthurai, Nagapattinam, Cud-
dalore, Nagapattinam, Karaikal and
Puducherry, 1,600 volunteers includ-
ing fishermen, students and govt of-
ficials have removed more than 22
tonnes of marine debris from urban
households that drain into the ocean.

“Our data shows that 150 million
tonnes of plastic debris pollute
oceans, with eight million tonnes
entering every year,” says
Velvizhi. In fact, marine ecol-
ogy experts say 99% of the
debris is plastic, and
100,000 marine animals
die from plastic entan-
glement or ingestion
yearly.

“In India, marine lit-
ter affects ecosystem
health, socio-economic
development and environ-
mental sustainability,” says
Dr Soumya Swaminathan, for-
mer chief scientist of World
Health Organisation and chairper-
son of MSSRE “The impacts are
far-reaching, and collecting ma-
rine debris remains a significant
challenge, leading to prolonged
beach pollution, harm to coastal
ecosystems, and negative conse-
quences for biodiversity and hu-
man well-being.”

While massive cleaning drives
and awareness sessions are under-
taken by agencies, including the
Indian Coast Guard across the shores
on ICCD, the impact is hindered by a
lack of awareness of the fragile ma-
rine ecosystem, insufficient waste
management infrastructure, limited

Beach drives clear the
shores, but how do
we clean up our act?

. What is marine
litter?
"’a — » Marine litter refers to the
d E discarded, abandoned, or
remaining substances in
of marine
debris is
plastic

coastal ecosystems
Every year,

100,000 -

marine 5
animals die
from plastic

entanglement *
oringestion

How does marine
debris generate?
Land-based sources |
litter from agriculture,
homes and

hospitals

Sea-based

sources |

shipping,

fishing, tourism
Natural factors |
wind, currents

and rivers

policy manfromRameswaram.

imple- Fishermen associations, says
mentation  Velvizhi, are now being roped in to |

andenforce-  createawareness on marine pollution.
ment, limited  “We sensitise our fishermen against
understanding  discarding plastic waste in the ocean.
of plastic pollu- Butawareness isstill low;” says R Sa-
tion’simpactonthe gayam, a fishermen leader at

Rameswaram.

More worrying than the food pack-
ets is the fishing gear discarded in the
sea that turns into ghost nets. “They
are one of the biggest dangers of ma-

marine environ-
ment, and inade-
quate education on
sustainability. “We
need a strategy-

based approach be-  rine debris since they keep killing
cause the source of  marine species as long as they con-
marinewastevaries  tinue floating in the sea,” says T T
fromplacetoplace,”  Ajithkumar head of theregion-

says Velvizhi. al centre of the National

Fishermen, for example, now set Bureau of Fish Genetic

mammals, eventually Killing them.
One can only hope fishing gear too
would be manufactured of biodegrad-
able material.”

Boat owner Manikanda Prabhu
says fishermen are being encouraged
not to discard gear and told that they
have monetary value when salvaged
intact. “If I get hold of floating gear, I
broadcast it on my VHS with the co-
ordinates. We collect a small fee for
salvaging the gear and if no one
claims it, we bring it to shore and sell
it,” he says. “But nothing can be done
when the nets tear into smaller frag-
ments and are lost in the sea.”

The conversation on marine de-
bris tends to focus solely on coastal
communities and fisherfolk, says
Soumya. “However; a significant pro-
portion of marine litter originates
from land — particularly tourism,
inadequate waste management prac-
tices, urban runoff and drainage sys-
tems.” These contribute substan-
tially to debris accumulating on coast-
lines, she says. “Existing initiatives
neglect the broader stakeholder
groups responsible for marine litter.
The complexity lies in the issue’s in-
terconnected land and sea ecosystems,
coastal communities and inland
populations, local and government
stakeholders, and economice, social
and environmental factors.”

Temple towns such as Rameswar-
am and Tiruchendur attract pilgrims
who discard clothes in the sea as part
of their rituals. Though municipal
administrations attempt to collect
these garments, a sizable amount of
waste still escapes into the marine
environment. Similarly, beaches fre-
quented by tourists are overwhelmed

with various types of plastic

waste, including water and lig-
=, uor bottles, say activists.

“A holistic approach should
promote integrated waste man-
agement practices, encourage

sustainable and responsible tourism
practices and educate the public,”
says Velvizhi.

Email your feedback

with name and
address to southpole.toi
@timesofindia.com

out on fishing expeditions with their
rations packed in plastic bags. Very
few bring the bags back. “We discard
them at sea. It's easier,” says a fisher-

Source: The Times of India, 3 October 2024, p.8

Resources at Kochi.
“These nets choke the
gills of sharks and

turtles and marine !
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Butterfly migration
turns active again

Poor Migration In 2

Sakthivel.K
@timesofindia.com

Coimbatore: The annual
butterfly migration from
eastern ghats to western
ghats via Coimbatore has
been active since the last
week of September, after a
lacklustre exodus in 2023.

Butterfly species such as
blue tiger, dark blue tiger,
double-branded crow and
common crow could now be
spotted in large numbers at
Sirumugai, Annur, Mettupa-
layam, Kunjappanai Ghat
Road, Saravanampatti, Koun-
dampalayam, Saibaba Colo-
ny, Govt College of Technolo-
gy, Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University, Vadavalli and
Anaikattiareas, astheymake
their way to the western
ghats ahead of northeast
monsoon.

Other migrating species
include lemon pansy, tawny
coster, common emigrant
and chocolate pansy.

This year, the migration
of blue and dark blue tigers
anddouble-branded and com-
mon crows began on a large
scale from the eastern ghats,
particularly from Yercaud
andsurroundingareas, inthe
last week of September.

023 Attributed To Insufficient Rain

J Jackson

coster, common emigrant and chocolate pansy

M Elavarasan, member,
the Nature and Butterfly So-
ciety (TNBS) in Salem, said,
“On September 27 and 28, we
observed significant move-
ment from Yercaud. They
were moving southwest, aim-
ing for the western ghats arc
between the Anamalai Tiger
Reserve and the Nilgiris. The
number of blue and dark blue
tigers was notably higher
than that of double-branded
and common crows.”

Majority of thebutterflies
reached the Coimbatore for-
est division two days later,
said H Ramanasaran, a mem-
ber of TNBS in Coimbatore.
“On September 29, the Coim-
batore skyline was filled with

Source: The Times of India, 6 October 2024, p.8

butterflies, which had cross-
ed Tirupur following a near
straight line from Yercaud to
the hills around Coimba-
tore.”

Members of TNBS, Coim-
batore Nature Society (CNS)
and local naturalists report-
ed an active movement of but-
terflies, mostly travelling in
the southwest direction.

The poor migration in
2023 was attributed to insuffi-
cient rainfall during the
southwest and northeast
monsoon seasons around the
key breeding areas for blue
and dark blue tigers and dou-
ble-branded and common
crows in Salem, Namakkal
and Kallakurichi districts.
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Wildlife documentary runs
into trouble with forest dept

Officials say no permission sought for use of camera trapsin pvt land

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @cChennai

A wildlife documentary, titled
‘Nilgiris- A Shard Wilderness,’
produced by Felis Creations
Private Limited has encoun-
tered objections from the Tamil
Nadu forest department for al-
legedly using camera traps
without authorisation. The
controversy erupted following
the release of a 1.29-minute
trailer that featured a leopard
and her three cubs, raising con-
cerns over the legality of the
filming methods emploved.

The visuals in question were
recorded in a private estate in
Kotagiri, part of the Nilgiris
district. However, forest offi-
cials objected to the use of cam-
era traps, for which no formal
permission had been sought.
On Tuesday, a special preview
of the 75-minute uncut version
of the documentary was organ-
ised for senior government of-
ficials, including P Senthil Ku-
mar, Principal Secretary of
Environment, Climate Change,
and Forest Department, and
Chief Wildlife Warden Srinivas
R Reddy. Following the screen-
ing, the department requested
several edits to the film. Senthil
Kumar confirmed this, saying,
“We have recommended some
changes in the film,” though he
didn’t elaborate on the specific
revisions requested.

Chief Wildlife Warden Srini-
vas R Reddy was categorieal,
stating, “Usage of camera traps
in private estates to shoot wild-
life is not allowed.” He noted
that in the uncut version of the

g e N
Video grab of the visuals in question, that
were recorded in a private estate | expaess

film, a sequence showed a leop-
ard and her three cubs at close
range, suggesting the use of
camera traps. “We have asked
Felis Films to remove those vis-
uals from the film. In total, we
have recommended 4-5 edits
and asked for another preview,”
Reddy added.

The department has also
raised concerns about the ram-
pant use of high-end camera
traps in private estates across
the Nilgiris to record wildlife,
which Reddy emphasised is il-
legal. “We are issuing notices
to such private estates,” he
said. In response, Felis Crea-
tions maintained that the pro-
duction followed all legal re-
quirements. Adarsh NC, Head
of Production at Felis Crea-

tions, stated, “The particular
leopard clip for which objec-
tions were raised was
recorded from a safe dis-
tance of over 30 metres
with high-end camou-
flage cameras, which are
non-invasive and don’t
cause any hindrance. Be-
sides, it was a private estate.”
Adarsh further clarified that
the documentary is a non-com-
mercial project, funded by Ro-
hini Nilekani Philanthropies
and made for the Tamil Nadu
Forest Department. “The for-
est department has asked
. for some edits. We will dis-
cuss it internally and do
the necessary,” he said.
According to official doc-
uments, Felis Creations, in
December 2022, had obtained
permission under Section 28 of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, to shoot in several areas,
including Anamalai, Muduwma-
lai, Sathvamangalam, and Sriv-
illiputhur Meghamalai tiger
reserves. Later, in January
2023, specific permission was
issued to do a documentary in
Nilgiris mentioning designated
areas such as Mudumalai tiger
reserve (core) limited to tour-
ism areas of Theppakadurange
and Kargudi range. The list
also includes areas in the Masi-
nagudi division and Mukurthi
National Park. Foresters clari-
fied that apart from the contro-
versial leopard sequence, the
rest of the footage posed no is-
sues. “Other wildlife visuals
were recorded from a fair dis-
tance,” Reddy concluded.

Source: The New Indian Express,
16 October 2024, p.4

Tribal leader to get award for conservation work

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI
The Hulikanu Wildlife Con-
servancy Foundation

(HWCF) in Bengaluru has
announced the nomina-
tion of J.T. Rajappa, a tribal
conservationist and com-
munity leader, for the Huli-
kanu Progressive Adivasi
Wildlife Award.

A release from the
HWCF said Mr. Rajappa,
born in 1965 into the Jenu
Kuruba tribe, has dedicat-
ed his life to blending wil-
dlife conservation with the
uplift of forest-dwelling

JT. Réjappa (left) was elected to the Virajpet taluk panchayét and
helped resettle 300 tribal families. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

watcher for the Forest De-
partment from 1984 to
1987, he became aware of
the struggles faced by his
community. In 2005, he
was elected to the Virajpet
taluk panchayat, where he

communities in Nagara-
hole, Karnataka.

Growing up in the Mala-
Iu Kolli Hadi hamlet, Mr.
Rajappa developed a love
for the wildlife around
him. After working as a

Source: The Hindu, 8 October 2024, p.5

began making positive
changes. Since 2007, Mr.
Rajappa has played a key
role in the voluntary reset-
tlement of over 300 tribal
families to modern com-
munities outside the Naga-
rahole Tiger Reserve.

As per the HWCF’s re-
lease, Mr. Rajappa led the
relocation of 150 families
to Settahalli in Hansur ta-
luk in 2010. He has also
served on important com-
mittees, including the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) between
2012 and 2015, and the My-
sore District Relocation

Committee after 2015, ad-
vocating for the integration
of social development with
wildlife conservation.

Mr. Rajappa said: “This
substantial and prestigious
award has come as a timely
shot in the arm for me. I
vow to work with redou-
bled vigour to deliver pro-
gress to my forest-dwelling
communities without di-
minishing wildlife conser-
vation values of Nagara-
hole.”

The award includes a
cash prize of ¥3 lakh and
will be presented to Mr. Ra-
jappa later this month.
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Social and Economic Services

TN takes first step towards becoming accessible

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

OVER two yvears have gone by
since the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment missed the June 2022
deadline set in the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act
of 2016 to ensure all public
buildings in the state are acces-
sible. Now, the department for
welfare of differently abled
persons has finally a taken a
step towards fulfilling the goal
by initiating the process to em-
panel agencies to conduct long-
overdue access audits of public
facilities, including transpor-

parks and government build-
ings, across the state.

“About three vears ago, the
department attempted to con-
duct access audits, but the ef-
fort was unsuccessful for vari-

presence of the selected agen-
cies in certain locations. That
is why we have now decided to
empanel multiple agencies for
the purpose. Once the agencies
are empanelled, we will begin

ments can also engage them to
audit their buildings,” said a
senior department official.

The state could use one of
the 17 organisations empan-
elled by the union govern-
ment to audit how disabled-
friendly its infrastructure is,
but given the scale of the task
at hand the department has
invited Expressions of Inter-
est (EOI) from agencies, or-
ganisations, NGOs, trusts and
other entities to conductthese
access audits.

Selected agencies will be em-
panelled for a period of seven
vears from the date of issuance

tation terminals, hospitals, of the selection order. P7

ous reasons, such as the lack of

the audits. Government de part-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE agencies will be responsible for conducting aud its
to ensure compliance with the accessibility standards
outlined in the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Rules,
2017, and the Harmonised Guidelines and Standards for
Universal Accessibility in India, 2021. Subsequently,
they will submit reports identifving areas of non-com-
pliance and recommending corrective actions.

Additionally, these agencies will also be tasked with
monitoring and evaluating implementation of recom-
mended measures to ensure that the improvements are
incorporated. In collaboration with the Directorate for
Welfare of the Differently Abled (DWDA), they will also
conduct workshops for various stakeholders involved in
the design, construction and maintenance of built envi-
ronments to raise awareness. Each access audit team
will consist of a civil engineer as team leader, an archi-
tect as deputy team leader and individuals experienced
in access auditing, alongside persons with disabilities.
The department will also require the agencies to employ
a sufficient number of access auditors,
proportional to the volume of public
spaces in need of auditing.

Officials said that while the agencies
L are required to conduct audits and en-
sure accessibility in all buildings as per
the RPwD Act and an HC order, they will
initially focus on a list of public build-
ings that have high footfall. Thiseffort is
being undertaken as part of the World Bank-funded
RIGHTS project.

However, disability rights activists are sceptical. “The
RIGHTS project, which has a budget of over 1,700 crore,
needs to gain focus,” said Professor Deepak Nathan of
the December 3 Movement, who is also a member of the
RIGHTS project’s steering committee. “To ensure im-
pact, the project should be brought under the special
programme implementation department,” he said.
Nathan added the department should consider training
persons with disabilities to conduct the audits, rather
than relying solely on empanelled agencies. “Empower-
ing disabled persons to carry out these audits would be
a more inclusive approach,” he added.

Smitha Sadasivan, who is part of Disability Rights
Alliance, welcomed government’s decision to empanel
agencies but emphasised the need for publicity to en-
courage organisations to participate. She concurred that
the government should also consider empanelling indi-
viduals with disabilities, who might have the expertise,
but are not part of any organisation.

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 October 2024, p.1 and 7
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State govt. sanctions <209.20 crore
for PM’s housing scheme in rural areas

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has sanctioned
%209.20 crore for imple-
menting the Prime Minis-
ter’s Housing Scheme in
rural areas (Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana-Gramin)
during 2024-25.

The amount includes a
Central share of 60% at
%125.52 crore, and State’s
share of 40% at ¥83.68

The amount includes
a Central share of
60% at T125.52 crore,
and State’s share of
40% at ¥83.68 crore

crore as the first tranche of
the first instalment, includ-
ing the administration
fund.

The Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment has issued orders in

Source: The Hindu, 18 October 2024, p.12

this regard. In August this
year, the Union Ministry of
Rural Development had
approved the implementa-
tion of the scheme for five
more years from 2024-25
to 2028-29 for “two crore
more houses”.
Accordingly, a month la-
ter, the Union Ministry
fixed a target of 68,569
houses for Tamil Nadu for
2024-25. The beneficiaries
of the scheme would be se-
lected from the existing

‘Awas-Plus database’ from
2018.

The Government of In-
dia has fixed a unit cost of
Z1.20 lakh per house. The
unit cost and the adminis-
tration fund are to be
shared by the Union and
State governments in a
60:40 ratio.

The expenditure is to be
brought to the notice of the
Legislature in the Supple-
mentary Estimates 2024-
25.

Chennai Corporation to improve
Amma canteens, release more funds

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chennai Corporation
Council on Tuesday passed
a resolution to improve
Amma Canteens, release
more funds and merge
canteens to facilitate rede-
velopment in some areas.
The civic body will re-
pair equipment in Amma
Canteens at an estimated
cost of ¥24 lakh. Chief Mi-

nister M.K.Stalin had al-

ready announced 324
crore for improvement of
Amma Canteens.

Workers at the canteens
will get gloves to ensure
better hygiene during food
preparation. Billing ma-
chines at the counters will
be refurbished. Mechanisa-
tion for flour milling and
food preparation will be
improved.

Amma Canteens have

Source: The Hindu, 30 October 2024, p.8

been functioning in the ci-
ty at 388 locations, the civ-
ic body informed on Tues-
day. Former Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa had originally
launched 407 Amma Can-
teens in the city during the
ATADMK government to
provide food for the urban
poor at affordable cost. Idli
is sold at %1, pongal at I5
and curd rice at Z3.

The civic body has start-
ed redeveloping Amma
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Canteens in several areas
after demolishing the old

structures.

The Corporation will de-
molish a canteen on Sri Ay-
yappa Nagar Main Road,
Koyambedu in Ward 122 in
Kodambakkam zone and
redevelop it. The existing
canteen will be
merged with another facili-
ty on E Road, Koyambedu
Market, about one km
away, officials said.



Initiatives by T.N. Corporation for
Development of Women reviewed

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin on Wednesday re-
viewed the various initia-
tives undertaken by the
Tamil Nadu Corporation
for Development of Wo-
men.

During the meeting, he
reviewed the status of the
Tamil Nadu Rural Incuba-
tor and Startup Enabler
Women Startup Mission
(TN-RISE) in the State.

He instructed officials to
take steps to market the
‘Mathi Deepavali gift pack’
(a pack of sweets and sa-
vouries) brought out by
women self help groups,
among the general public.

Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin directed officials to take

measures to strengthen various initiatives. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Mr. Udhayanidhi ad-
vised officials to streng-
then various initiatives un-
dertaken by the Tamil
Nadu Corporation for De-
velopment of Women.

Source: The Hindu, 24 October 2024, p.4

An official release said
that the products made by
over 1,000 self help groups
have been  marketed
through www.mathisand-
hai.com and through Ama-
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Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin
took note of the
status of TN-RISE

and other initiatives

zon, Flipkart, Meesho,
Boom, GeM, Indiamart,
Trade India and Boost 360
among others.

Employment camps

A total of 731 employment
camps have been organ-
ised through which over
1.01 lakh youths have ob-
tained jobs.

Over 45,000 urban
youths have been imparted
skills training and over
32,000 of them have got
employment, it said.



GCC to sensitise
cleanliness workers
to enrol online for
welfare schemes

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

As a number of women
cleanliness workers of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) have died in
road accidents, the civic
body will start sensitising
workers in all 15 zones to
register online for welfare
schemes. This is aimed at
motivating them for better
conservancy operations.
The families of many wo-
men cleanliness workers
who died in road accidents
have not received compen-
sation of %5 lakh and other
welfare schemes, includ-
ing scholarship for higher
education and financial as-
sistance for marriage, civic
officials said.

Following a meeting on
Thursday, officials started
sensitising workers to re-
gister online for member-
ship in the Tamil Nadu
Cleanliness Workers’ Wel-
fare Board. “Of the 3 lakh
workers, only 18,000, in-
cluding those in other civic
agencies and private agen-
cies, have registered in the
city. But the GCC itself em-

ploys more than 20,000
conservancy workers. We
will sensitise workers to
welfare schemes. Various
schemes will be imple-
mented for improving the
condition of the workers.
This in turn will improve
conservancy operations in
cities,” an official said.

The Tamil Nadu Adi Dra-
vidar Housing Develop-
ment Corporation (TAHD-
CO) Limited is expected to
start issuing smart cards
for the cleanliness workers
shortly after registration.
Only 7,000 workers in Kan-
cheepuram, 5,000 in
Chengalpattu, and 10,000
in Tiruvallur have regis-
tered online.

GCC workers com-
plained that many of the af-
fected families, including
those who died, did not be-
nefit from the welfare
schemes because of the
lack of support from GCC
officials in the 15 zones.
Workers have been asked
to visit the TAHDCO offices
in each District Collecto-
rate to avail themselves of
the benefits of welfare
schemes.

Source: The Hindu, 25 October 2024, p.6

T.N. govt. introduces
Amudham Plus’
provisions hamper

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has introduced an
‘Amudham Plus’ provi-
sions hamper that contains
15 items for sale through
the Amudham departmen-
tal stores at a cost of T499
per unit.

Monthly needs

The hamper from the Ta-
mil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation is aimed at ca-
tering to the needs of a fa-
mily for a month. It is ex-
pected to benefit people

especially during the Dee-
pavali festival season.

Food Minister R. Sakka-
rapani launched the provi-
sions hamper at the Amud-
ham branch in
Gopalapuram in Chennai
on Tuesday.

In the first phase, the
hampers would be made
available at Amudham
Makkal branches in Gopa-
lapuram, Anna Nagar, and
Periyar Nagar, and at
branches in Adyar, Choo-
laimedu, Chintadripet,
K.K. Nagar, and Nanda-
nam, an official press re-
lease said.

Source: The Hindu, 23 October 2024, p.6
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‘One for all’ mobile app to
integrate ticket booking for
Metro trains and MTC buses

The mobile app being developed is likely to be ready by the end of December and launched the

following month; later, the app will enable suburban or MRTS train bookings too, says official

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ome January, com-
muters can make
one single booking

and switch between Chen-
nai Metro Rail, MTC buses
and autorickshaws as the
‘multi-modal journey plan-
ner’ mobile app will be
rolled out by then.

Moving Tech Innova-
tions Private Limited had
bagged the contract from
Chennai Unified Metropoli-
tan Transport Authority
(CUMTA) two months back
and the work is under way
to build the mobile app.

Boon for commuters

“Those who shuttle bet-
ween Metro trains and bus-
es will find it particularly
useful; the app will show
the estimated time of arriv-
al to destination too. If a
commuter is heading from
Nandanam towards Secre-
tariat, the app will provide
the commuter with a
choice of the fastest and
the cheapest means to
reach the place. It will
show the next train to Go-
vernment Estate Metro
Rail station and the bus
from this station to the Se-

Facilitating journeys: The mobile application will help commuters switch between Chennai Metro Rail,

MTC buses, and autorickshaws while booking a ride. FILE PHOTO

The app will provide
the commuter with a
choice of the fastest

and cheapest means
to reach a place

cretariat,” an official of
CUMTA said.

CUMTA has been hold-
ing discussions with Metro-
politan Transport Corpora-
tion (MTC) and the latter

Source: The Hindu, 7 October 2024, p.4

has informed that since
real-time tracking of buses
is already available, inte-
grating it with the app may
not be an issue. The app
will be ready by the end of
December and will be
launched the following
month.

‘Positive response’

“We have also spoken to
the Railways. They have
responded positively and

may come on board early
next year, after which sub-
urban or MRTS train book-
ings can be done as well.
Initially, daily tickets can
be booked and eventually,
the season ticket option
too will be made available,”
he added.

For commuters looking
for an autorickshaw in the
last leg of their journey, the
app will have Namma Yatri
autos, the official said.
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Transport department to launch 24x7
grievance help desk for bus services

Ram Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In response to gro-
wing concerns about govt bus
services across Tamil Nadu,
the state’s transport depart-
ment plans to establish a new
Integrated Passenger Grie-
vance and Complaints Redres-
sal Help Desk (IPGCRH).

With complaints avera-
ging 530 daily this year, the de-
partment aims to provide a
centralised solution to mana-
ge passenger grievances, mo-
nitor feedback from social me-
dia, and address recurring is-
sues in the transport system.
The govt receives complaints
across various categories,
ranging from the behaviour of
bus crews and the safety of fo-
otboard travel by students to
the maintenance of buses and
operational issues at major
bus terminilike the Kalaignar

NUMBER PLAY

756
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- I Attended M Abandoned I Total
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Centenary Bus Terminus
(KCBT), Kilambakkam. Other
common grievances include
buses skipping stops, issues
with motels, and non-refund
of farebalances.

CA Anand, a regular bus
user from Mogappair, said,
“When we call the present hel-
pline, they often ask for the bus
number and ticket details, but
evenafter providing this infor-

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2024, p.4

mation, there’s rarely any fol-
low-up. Only when we continu-
ously follow up, involve the
media, or post on social media
tagging senior officials does
any disciplinary action hap-
pen. And even then, it's usual-
ly just a show-cause notice or
memo asking for an explana-
tion.” The newly established
grievance redressal centre
will integrate a 24x7 helpline

(149) and multiple digital chan-
nels, including WhatsApp and
email, to streamline passeng-
er complaintsand feedbackre-
garding busestoall eight state-
run transport corporations,
including Metropolitan
Transport Corporation (MTC)
in Chennai.

Pallavan Transport Con-
sultancy Services Limited, a
govt undertaking responsible
for executing the project, has
issued a tender this week tose-
lect an agency to manage the
help desk. The selected agency
will be responsible for real-ti-
me tracking of complaints, al-
lowing senior officials better
monitoring. Additionally, the
agency will manage outbound
calls, such as following up on
complaints and ensuring that
passengers are informed of
the actions taken. It is a three-
year contract.

Tamil Nadu Information Commission
orders probe into missing land records

Documents relate to resurvey and resettlement of survey numbers in the erstwhile Madras and Mylapore villages; PIO claimed records

were not maintained in his office since they pertained to the 1895-1987 period; DRO has been ordered to submit a report by October 23

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu Infor-
T mation Commission
has ordered an investi-
gation into the non-availabili-
ty of crucial land records per-
taining to resurvey and
resettlement of certain survey
numbers in the erstwhile Ma-
dras and Mylapore villages.
Passing orders on an ap-
peal filed by M.R. Magesh of
Teynampet, State Information
Commissioner R. Priyakumar
directed the District Revenue
Officer (DRO), to conduct an
inquiry with the authorities
concerned and submit a re-
port to the Commission.
In his petition, filed under
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 TAMIL NADU INFORMATION COMMISSION

State Information Commissioner R. Priyakumar directed the District
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Revenue Officer, Chennai, to conduct an inguiry with the authorities
concerned and submit a report to the Commission.

the Right to Information Act,
2005, Mr. Magesh had called
for copies of the field mea-
surement sketch, and resur-
vey and resettlement docu-

Source: The Hindu, 5 October 2024, p.8

ments approved by the then
Governor in Council and Inam
Commissioner as regards Old
Survey Number 1050 of Ma-
dras and Mylapore villages.

He had also requested field
measurement sketches of six
other survey numbers in the
two villages.

The Public Information Of-
ficer (PIO) said that since the
documents pertained to the
period from 1895 to 1987, the
records were not maintained
in his office.

Orders unavailable

The orders of the Governor in
Council, Inam Commissioner
and others, passed under the
purview of the Tamil Nadu Es-
tate (Abolition and Conver-
sion into Ryotwari) Act, 1948,
and the Tamil Nadu Minor In-
ams (Abolition and Conver-
sion into Ryotwari) Act, were
also not available on record.
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Not satisfied with the res-
ponse of the PIO and the First
Appellate Authority, the peti-
tioner filed an appeal before
the TNIC.

‘Response unacceptable’
After hearing both sides, Mr.
Priyakumar said the response
of the public authority that
the documents were not be-
ing maintained in the State ar-
chives was not acceptable.

Mr. Priyakumar directed
the DRO to conduct an inqui-
ry with all the Revenue De-
partment officials who were
either custodians or were rele-
vant to the information
sought by the petitioner, and
submit the report to the TNIC
by October 23.



TN HAS 6.27 CRORE VOTERS,
8L MORE THAN JAN COUNT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE voter population of
Tamil Nadu went up by over
eight lakh as of Tuesday
when compared to the inte-
grated final electoral roll re-
leased in January this vear.
The voter population which
stood at 6.18 crore in January
has increased to 627 crore as
per the draft electoral rolls for
the special summary revision
of electoral rolls released on
Tuesday.

Women voters outnum-
bered men. Of the total
number of voters, there are
3.19 crore women and 3.07
crore men. There are 8,964
third-gender voters. In Janu-
ary, of the total number of
voters, 3.14 crore were WoInen
while 3.03 crore were men.

The highest electorate in
the state continues as Shol-
inganallur Assembly con-
stituency in Chengalpattu
district with 6.76 lakh.
Also, the Kilvelur As-
sembly constituencyin ,
Nagapattinam district
continues as the con-
stituency that has the
lowest electorate in the

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 October 2024, p.4

state with only 1.73 lakh
voters.

A release said special cam-
paigns will be conducted on
November 16, 17, 23 and 24 at
designated locations (gener-
ally polling stations). Forms
for inclusion/ deletion/link-
ing of Aadhar with EPIC/
modification/transposition
of entries will be available.

Persons who will be com-
pleting 18 vears of age on Jan-
uary 1 (2025), April 1 (2025),
July 1 (2025) and October 1
(2025), and the persons whose
names are not included in the

Sholinganallur

of voters (6,76,133)

MALE~  “FEMALE
3,0790,/791 3,19,30,833
THIRD GENDER

Assembly constituency
has the highest number Kilvelur Assembly constituency has

electoral rolls can apply for
inclusion.

An elector can apply in
Form 6B to link the Aadhar
number to his/her EPIC. As
of October 28, in Tamil Nadu,
4.23 crore of Aadhar numbers
have been collected for link-
ing with EPIC number which
18 67.54%.

For inclusion, proof of ad-
dress and age should be sub-
mitted along with the form.
Online filing is also possible
by going to the websites ht-
tps://votersecigovin and the
WVoter Helpline mobile app.

FACTFILE

VOTER POPULATION IN TN AS OF OCT 29

‘~ ﬁ 6,27,30,583?

lowest the number of vaters (1,73,230)
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Lack of family shelters keeps streets housefull

PRAVEENA 5 A @ Chennai

HE latest survey by the In-

formation & Resource Cen-

tre for the Deprived Urban

Communities (IRCDUC) has

revealed that Chennai is
home to an estimated 8,331 home-
less individuals, with 69% of
them living as families. However,
the Greater Chennai Corporation
{GCC) currently lacks family-spe-
cific shelters, leaving these vul-
nerable groups without safe and
suitable shelter options.

The report, titled “Findings of
the Rapid Assessment of Persons
in Homeless Situations in Chen-
nai,” recommends adopting a
comprehensive, intersectional
approach to address homeless-
ness and provide long-term solu-
tions. According to the study, 66%
of the families living on streets
have been doing so for genera-
tions. Oneof the major deterrents
for them to seek shelter is the cur-
rent shelter policy that accommo-
dates men and women separately,
effectively splitting up families.
This has discouraged many from
using available shelters, the re-
port highlights.

Limited access to schemes

Financial constraints also pre-
vent many homeless individuals
from accessing housing under the
Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Devel-
opment Board’s schemes. The
survey points out that the re-
quired beneficiary contributions
are unaffordable for many, while
migrant homeless populations
face additional challenges due to
the absence of rental housing
programmes. As a result, these
groups are left with no viable op-

B Deploy community and health workers in hotspot areas to
provide immediate support to the homeless, offer addiction
treatment, and conduct health camps with supplementary nutrition

REPORT SUGGESTIONS

B Formulate state-level policies to provide housing access, legal aid

B Collaborate with the Social Welfare Department, DCPU, and Child
Welfare Committees to ensure the safety of women and children

B Create family shelters that accommodate entire families to curb
separation, thereby encouraging more destitute to seek shelter

B Implement plans to protect homeless during extreme weather

tions for safe shelter:

The report also notes that ac-
cess to entitlements, including ac-
cess to permanent and rental
housing, remains a significant
challenge for those currently in
shelters. There are no state-level
guidelines or policies to ensure
this access, and the report calls
for inter-departmental coordina-
tion and convergence of schemes
to ensure individuals can access
these entitlements.

Despite a notable increase in
the number of homeless shelters
from three in 2012 to 54 in 2021,
the number has dropped to 49 in

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 October 2024, p.5

2024. Of these, 12 are allocated ex-
clusively for attendants of pa-
tients at government hospitals,
leaving only 37 available for the
general homeless population.

Overcrowded zones

In high-density areas like
Royapuram, a staggering 4,912
people remain homeless despite
the existence of 14 shelters. The
report also calls for additional fa-
cilities in zones like Teynampet
and Kodambakkam, which house
646 and 897 homeless individuals
respectively. It highlights the
pressing need for interim shel-

TENVol. | Issue 6 | October 2024 | Page 84

ters, especially for vulnerable
groups like the elderly, people
with disabilities, transgender
persons, and those recovering
from illness but not requiring
hospitalisation.

The report also raises concerns
about the upcoming monsoon,
noting that 48% of the homeless
sleep on the streets using only
tarpaulin or cardboard for protec-
tion. Even more alarming, 39% of
the homeless endure the elements
without any protection, leaving
them directly exposed to heatand
rain. Among the homeless, 11%
are elderly, 31% suffer from psy-
chosocial disabilities, and ap-
proximately 1,430 are children
living with their families.

Call for policy reform

Vanessa Peter, the founder of
IRCDUC, emphasised the need for
urgent policy reforms to address
the challenges faced by the home-
less. “There is an urgent need for
comprehensive policy reforms,
which is lacking currently, to en-
sure the city’s homeless residents
have access to safe, dignified liv-
ing conditions,” she said. Peter
also stressed the importance of
climate-resilient strategies to pro-
tect the homeless during extreme
weather conditions.

She added that regular street
engagement and dignified ap-
proaches are crucial to building
trust among the homeless. The
survey found that 46% of the
homeless are willing to use shel-
ters if their needs are adequately
met. The report also criticised the
practice of sharing rescue opera-
tion videos on social media, call-
ing it a violation of the privacy
and dignity of the homeless.



Gol funds for SC/ST
welfare fully spent: Min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

ADI Dravidar Welfare Minister
M Mathihventhan on Monday
denied the allegations made by
ATADME general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami on
various counts and asserted that
the state government has spent
the entire funds provided by the
centre for SC/ST welfare.

In a statement, Mathih-
venthan said, “During 202324,
asum of F186 crore given under
the Pradhan Mantri Adarsh
Gram Yojana and F61 crore giv-
en for SCA-Grants in aid by the
union government have been
fully spent.”

On the allegation about the
Tholkudi scheme, he said, “The
.0, has been issued recently
So, irregularities in the funds
are totally wrong.”

Mathihventhan also ex-
plained that the Amndha Sura-
bhi Scheme was launched to
provide quality food to the stu-
dents staving in hostels and it
was introduced in Chennaiasa
pilot scheme. Students have
overwhelmingly welcomed the
food provided and cooks al-
ready working in hostels have
been made night-time wardens.
Mathiventhan also said vacan-

cies in TAHDCO would be filled Source: The New Indian Express,

through TNPSC soon.

Tangedco's digital initiatives
give consumers one-stop
access to various services

In 2023-24, the

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

) through online
The Tamil Nadu Genera-
tion and Distribution Cor-
poration (Tangedco) has

Tangedco‘s revenue

transactions was
more than 50,000

upgraded the bill status
system by sending a link
along with the message for
easy and safe payments.
The official said that in

taken several digital initia-

crore from 7.92 crore

2023-24, the Tangedco’s re-
venue through online tran-

tives to provide various transactions
services, such as applying
for new electricity connec-
tions, for both domestic

and commercial consum-

with consumer numbers

sactions was more than
350,000 crore from 7.92
crore transactions, when
compared to 38,300
crore from 6.50 crore tran-

ers. The initiative aims to
minimise human interven-
tion between consumers
and local officials and also
offer an easy option to use
the services.

A senior Tangedco offi-
cial said since the system
was a big success, along
with the Minnagam Call
Centre, several new online
facilities had been
launched. The online ser-
vices first began with the
linking of Aadhaar details

and was expanded to pro-
vide services including re-
quest for new connections
for all tariff groups, shifting
of meters and cables, cor-
recting names and contact
numbers, tariff conver-
sion, and name transfers.
The Tangedco has also suc-
cessfully integrated its
website with the national
portal (https://www.pmsu-
ryaghar.gov.in) for effect-
ing solar rooftop connec-
tions to domestic
consumers. Tangedco has
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sactions previously, regis-
tering a 30% increase.

The Minnagam Call
Centre, which is the grie-
vance redress mechanism,
provides services for pow-
er cuts, pole damage re-
placement, meter fault,
and billing issues. Social
activist V.S. Jayaraman
wanted the Tangedco to
provide detailed billing
schedules for all consum-
ers irrespective of con-
sumption of units.

15 October 2024, p.4

Source: The Hindu, 2 October 2024, p.4



Corporation to develop mobile app
for the registration of street vendors

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

The Greater Chennai Cor-
poration’s Town Vending
Committee is planning to
develop a mobile app for
vendor registration in the
city.

The GCC will verify the
contact numbers of 33,558
registered vendors, issue
new chip-enabled ID cards
and procure smart cards
with corporate social res-
ponsibility funds, and
mark vending-permitted
areas using geographic in-
formation system, accord-
ing to a list of decisions ta-
ken in a series of seven
meetings held with stake-
holders presided over by
the committee under the
Revenue Department.

As per a resolution
passed recently at the
council meeting held on
September 27, the commit-

Keeping a record: The civic body will verify the contact numbers of

33,558 registered vendors and issue new chip-enabled ID cards.

tee comprises the City
Health Officer, Chief Engi-
neer (Public Works), Assis-
tant Commissioners of Pol-
ice (Law and Order and
Traffic), one representative
from the Vendors’ Associa-
tion, two representatives
from non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) and
community organisations,
one representative from
the Residents” Welfare As-

Source: The Hindu, 7 October 2024, p.3

sociation, and six repre-
sentatives from street ven-
dors, totalling 15 members.

In a meeting held on
September 20, the compi-
lation of Action Taken Re-
ports (ATR) from previous
sessions was up for review.
In this, it was mentioned
that the the old identifica-
tion cards should be col-
lected and replaced with
new ones. Biometric data
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collection was carried out
for omitted vendors in
Tondiarpet. A  special
camp for vendors left out
in many other parts of the
city will also be conducted,
the list stated. Street vend-
ing will be prohibited near
schools, hospitals, and
places of worship, in com-
pliance with the order of
the Madras High Court. A
discussion on regulating
trafic and pedestrian
movement in street-vend-
ing localities was also held,
according to sources.

Designated vending
zones have been esta-
blished in various areas, in-
cluding Manali, Anna Na-
gar, and Sholinganallur, in
response to an increasing
number of vendors.

The committee is also
considering requests for
additional saleable areas
with proper spacing at
vending zones.



Geographical Indication tag sought
for Pulicat palm leaf handicrafts

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Handicrafts
Development Corporation
Limited, popularly known
as Poompuhar, has filed an
application seeking the Ge-
ographical Indication (GI)
tag for ‘Puzhuverkadu pa-
nai olai kaivinai’ (Pulicat
palm leaf handicrafts).

Pulicat is home to diffe-
rent kinds of handicraft
products, which are made
using the leaves of palm
trees indigenous to the re-
gion. These palm leaf han-
dicraft products are prima-
rily made using two
techniques — plaiting or
thadukku mudichal, and
lace coiling or kannu mud-
ichu.

According to the details
shared by Intellectual Pro-
perty Rights attorney P.
Sanjai Gandhi, the palm
leaves are harvested in

are fishing and puja baskets, coin pouch, and toys. FILE PHOTO

April and May and left to
dry under the sun for a
day. The dried leaves are
then stored in places
where they cannot come in
contact with water. It takes
one full day to dry them,
after which they undergo a
cutting process followed
by dyeing.

Some of the products
made using these leaves
are fishing and puja bas-
kets, coin pouch, pencil

Source: The Hindu, 7 October 2024, p.6

box and toys. The kilukilu-
pu, a traditional palm leaf
rattle from Pulicat, delights
children with its gentle
sound. Details provided by
Poompuhar  mentioned
that the region had been a
trading hub since the time
of the  Vijayanagara
empire.

When the Dutch ar-
rived, they used the leaves
of the indigenous palm
trees to make packaging
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materials to export goods.
These proved to be dura-
ble and water-resistant.

The Palm Leaf Co-Oper-
ative at Pulicat was started
in 1959. The co-operative
society was registered with
the sole objective of im-
proving the economic con-
ditions of the people.

According to details in
the application, in 1959, a
local activist, Janab Kaji Ba-
va Sayedullah, started the
Palm Leaf Handicrafts So-
ciety, with 20 male arti-
sans. Slowly they started to
give work to women in
their families.

In 1979, the board direc-
tors of society appealed to
the government to change
it into a women’s craft so-
ciety. It was later renamed
as Pulicat Women Palm
Leaf Cane & Bamboo and
Allied Products Workers
Industrial Cooperative So-
ciety Ltd.



Soil conservation boosts water
retention in 40 tribal villages

Oppili P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Soil conservation
and water retention measu-
res were rolled out across 40
tribal villages in the Tirupat-
tur Forest Division as part of
aprojectaimed at reclaiming
and improving tribal lands.

The initiative, spearhea-
ded by Tamil Nadu Biodiver-
sity Conservation and Gree-
ning Project Climate Change
Response (TBGPCCR), is ex-
pected to benefit these villa-
ges by reducing soil erosion
and boosting groundwater le-
vels.

Project director I Anwar-
deen said eight methods were
introduced to manage natu-
ral water resources more ef-
fectively. These methods in-
clude well recharge pits, wa-

One of the 40 tribal villages
in Tirupattur

bunds, loose rock check
dams, recharge shafts, and
percolation ponds. Each tech-
nique was tailored to address
specific soil and water chal-
lengesintheregion.

Well recharge pits, for in-
stance, are covered structu-
res filled with stones that al-

ring groundwater availabili-
ty even during dry months.
Absorption trenches help di-
vert stormwater runoff, pre-
venting soil erosion down-
stream. The newly introdu-
ced trench-cum-bunds met-
hod intercepts water runoff
using a series of earthen em-
bankments and trenches to
hold and absorb water, con-
serving soil moisture.

Stone bunds and loose
rock checkdamsaredesigned
to slow down water flow on
slopes, preventing soil from
washing away, while check
dams help reduce water velo-
city in drainage ditches and
gullies.

These combined efforts
will notonly improve ground-
water tables but also streng-
then farmlands by preven-

ter absorption
trench-cum-bunds,

trenches,
stone

Source: The Times of India, 28 October 2024, p.8

low rainwater to replenish
underground aquifers, ensu-

ting soil erosion from nearby
hillocks, said Anwardeen.

Perilous road hits tribal lives in Yelagiri Hills

DHEEPTHI 0J @ Tirupattur

ABOUT 10,000 people of the
Malayali tribe, a scheduled
tribal community, at the popu-
lar tourist destination of Yela-
giri Hills have been struggling
for the past four vears due to
the extremely poor condition
of the ring road connecting
their villages.

Although there is a well-
maintained main road from
Athanavur to Thalayoor and to
the villages of Kottayur, Punga-
nur, and Mangalam, which host
popular attractions like a boat-
house, nature park, and trek-
king spots, access to 11 villages
— Athanavur, Varakkottai, Kot-
tur, Ezthunakalvattam, Pal-
lakaniyur, Kelapparai Vattam,
Mettukaniyur, Padanoor,
Puthoor; Nilavoor, and Thaya-
loor — is fraught with loose

) '. * .r'-f

Cver 2,000 students walk 3-6 km daily over absence of bus service | oneerTii o

gravel, huge potholes, making
it especially dangerous on the
sloped terrain.

The ring road also has sev-
eral resorts and tourist destina-
tions, including Ramakrishna

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 October 2024, p.5

Mutt, Malainachi Amman tem-
ple, and Thangakottai. The
poor condition of the roads is
affecting tourists as well and
also leading to frequent
accidents.

R Kali Gounder (74) of Kot-
tur, said most residents are dai-
1y wage labourers in agricul-
ture or construction, earning
only 500 a day. “During health
emergencies, autorickshaws
sometimes demand the entire
500 for just a 3 km ride. For the
medical costs, we then have to
borrow.”

The area has only one prima-
ry health centre, serving all 14
villages. While it addresses ba-
sic needs, emergencies such as
snake bites, dog bites, and de-
liveries require a 25-kmtrip to
Tirupattur GH, but villagers
report that autorickshaws or
ambulances do not come due to
the poor road conditions. E Ra-
hilent Ebens, principal of a pri-
vate school, who has also peti-
tioned authorities over the
issue, said, “The wear and tear
on vehicles lead to autorick-
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shaws charging 300 to T400 for
just 3 km.” Auto driver G Sel-
varaj added, “For every 100
fare, I lose ¥75 on petrol.” K
Susi, a mother with a student
in a residential school, said, “I
experience severe body pain
every time we travel on these
interior roads and our car gets
heavily damaged on every
trip.”

An official from the District
Rural Development Agency,
Tirupattur, confirmed a pro-
posal has been submitted to up-
grade the roads to “Other Dis-
trict Roads™ (ODR) and hand
them over to the state highways
department, but approval from
the head office in Chennai is
still pending. Meanwhile, state
highway officials said they are
ready to address the issues once
the roads are officially trans-
ferred to them.



No more long treks; tribal hamlet gets first grocery shop

S.P. Saravanan
ERODE

For 35 tribal families in Pu-
dukadu, a small hamlet
nestled within the Sathya-
mangalam Tiger Reserve
(STR), the simple task of
buying provisions involves
an arduous trek of at least
15 kilometres, sometimes
even 54 kilometres. Satur-
day was a red letter day for
them, when a provision
shop was opened within
their village.

A Sathyamangalam-
based NGO, Rights Educa-
tion and Development
Centre (READ), has set up
a community-owned shop
in the village to serve the
people there. Located 18

kilometres from Hasanur
in the Talamalai Reserve
Forest, the village is only
accessible via a one-km
mud road branching off
from the Mavallam-Kotta-
dai road. Most residents
are daily-wage earners,
while a few own plots of
rain-fed land.

As part of its participa-
tory rural appraisal pro-
gramme, the NGO engaged
with the community to ad-
dress six interlinked issues:
health and household
care, leadership, family
and community cohesion,
education, earnings, and
finance. Families pointed
out their difficulty in ac-
cessing stores in Arepa-
layam (15 km away), Tala-

Source: The Hindu, 27 October 2024, p.8

Within reach: The grocery shop at Pudukadu village in Talavadi
Hills of Erode district, Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

vadi (52 km), or
Sathyamangalam (54 km),
seeking a shop within their
own village.

Life-changing move
R. Arulsamy, the councillor
for Ward 6 of the pan-

chayat, noted that only a
few buses are available for
the people to reach the
shops in nearby towns,
while they face the threat
of wild animals when tra-
versing the forest. Puduka-
du resident G. Vinitha, 37,

Now, grab a book from public
library while waiting in the
Tiruvallur Collector’s office

This is the first of 100 public libraries the School Education Dept. plans to set up in places that
register a high footfall; Minister hands over 50,000 to Tiruvallur Collector for library’s upkeep

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

isitors to the Tiru-
‘f vallur District Col-
lector’s office can

now while away time by
browsing through a collec-
tion of 3,000 books availa-
ble at a public library set
up within the office’s
premises.

The recently inaugurat-
ed public library at the Col-
lector’s office is the first of
the 100 libraries the School
Education  Department
plans to set up in public
places that register a high
footfall.

Ministers Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi and S.M. Na-
sar inaugurated the library
last week. The library has
an extensive collection of
about 3,000 books, be-
sides daily newspapers, in-
cluding The Hindu, and pe-
riodicals. An audio library
with non-visual desktop ac-
cess has also been
installed.

Fund for development

Mr. Poyyamozhi handed
over a sum of ¥50,000 to
Collector T. Prabhushan-
kar for the library’s deve-

Reading space: The new public

library at Tiruvallur District Collector’s office has an extensive collection

of 3,000 books, besides daily newspapers, including The Hindu, and periodicals. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A ‘Library Garden’
has also been set up,
where people can
read books in a lush

green environment

lopment. “The standout
feature of this project is the
‘Library Garden’, where
readers can immerse
themselves in books in a
lush, green environment.

Sleek stone benches with
tables have been set up
across a green lawn, amid a
row of trees. A thinnai
[raised platform] in the
middle will make the read-
ing experience more en-
joyable and relaxing,” Mr.
Prabhushankar said.

In February this year,
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment announced that 100
small libraries and reading

centres would be esta-
blished at public places
such as hospitals and bus
termini, among others.

Setting up libraries

On March 14 this year, the
School Education Depart-
ment issued a government
order to set up libraries
and develop public places
at 100 locations across the
State into reading spaces.

said that waiting for the
bus to reach Hasanur to
buy provisions has been a
time-consuming affair so
far, often taking half-a-day
for each trip to the shop.
“Now, we can get essen-
tials in our own village,”
she said.

READ director R. Karup-
pasamy told The Hindu
that the difficulty in access-
ing essential commodities
was a major constraint for
these families. With the
support of a foundation, it
was decided to start a
shop. “We took a few fami-
lies and purchased essen-
tials for ¥50,000 from a
wholesale shop in Sathya-
mangalam,” he said, ad-
ding that a resident would
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manage the shop and keep
the profits as income. The
day-to-day sales will be
monitored by the village
development committee
(VDC). Funds generated
from sales will be used for
repurchasing essential pro-
ducts, the director added.

M. Ranjitham, 45, said
that earlier, residents were
forced to borrow money to
purchase provisions in
bulk quantities and also
spend more on transporta-
tion.

The NGO, with the sup-
port of the foundation,
plans to open shops in four
more habitations at Gethe-
sal, Ittarai, and Mavallam
where people continue to
face similar challenges.

Source: The Hindu, 21 October 2024, p.3



‘Tamil children’s books now in African
anguages; to be available in Swahili, Hausa

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Children in Afri-
can countries will soon be
able toread stories from Ta-
mil in their mother tongu-
es. The African Publishing
Network (APNET) has
shown interest in transla-
ting children’s books pub-
lished by Tamil Nadu Text-
book and Educational Ser-
vices Corporation
(TNTESC).

‘Let Us Play Without
Electronic Gadgets’, ‘Are
Men Stronger?’, and ‘Earth
Is Suffering from Fever’ are
some of the books that will

be translated into African
languages, including Swa-
hili and Hausa. “These bo-
oks talk about issues inclu-
ding global warming, gen-
der equality, and playing
without gadgets in their
languages. African publis-
hers are eager to translate
them into their languages,”
said P Shankar, managing
director, TNTESC.

“While translating, the-
se books will be customised
with examples relatable to
African children. For ex-
ample, inthebook onhow to
play without gadgets that
talks about Pallankuzhi

Source: The Times of India, 27 October 2024, p.4

CM calls for inter-state
police collaboration

African publishers will in-
clude games popular in the-
irregion/countries,” he ad-
ded.

TNTESC has published
120 children’s books, 60 of
them being translated into
English. “These children’s
books are unique as they
talk about social issues in a
simple form, which has at-
tracted African publis-
hers,” said T Sankara Sara-
vanan, jointdirector(trans-
lations), TNTESC.

“These books will also
soon come out in Hindi and
Assameseas private publis-
hers and Assamese Board

A Prathap

want to translate them. We
are in talks with the Natio-
nal Book Trust to translate
themintootherlanguages.”

To popularise Chennai
International Book Fair
2025, TNTESC put up a stall
at the Frankfurt Book Fair
in Germany and acquired
therightstotranslate Irani-
an children’s books into Ta-
mil.

Publishers from 5-10
African countries are ex-
pected at CIBF 2025 to be
held from Jan16to 18, as are
publishers from Japan, Ko-
rea, Australia, Chile, Bra-
zil, Colombia, and Taiwan.

Also Raises
Concerns On
‘Cyber Slavery’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin has called for more
coordination among police
of different statestofightcri-
me, recalling how police in

Kerala and Tamil Nadu wor-

ked together recently to nab
ATM thieves.

At a conference of direc-
tors general of police of sout-
hern states here, Stalin said
the threat of inter-state cri-
mes was growing, especially
narcotics smuggling and cy-
bercrime. Inter-state colla-
boration was needed to dis-
mantle criminal networks.

“Catching cybercrimi-

nals requires police to opera-

te across state borders,
which poses significant chal-
lenges,” he said.

DGP Shankar Jiwal presents amemento to CMMK Stalm at Southern
States DGPs Coordination Conference 2024 on Saturday

In 2023 alone, 1,390 cases
in Tamil Nadu involved cri-
minals fromother states, ma-
ny of whom were apprehen-
ded within the state. Stalin
also raised concerns about
the rise of “cyber slavery”,
where young people are be-
ing exploited and coerced in-
tocybercrimes.

“It is critical that we
strengthen our coordinated
efforts to tackle these emer-

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2024, p.6

gingthreats,” he added.

Stalin also called for ex-
tensive use of modern tech-
nology such as automatic
number platerecognition sy-
stems, advanced cameras,
and other surveillance tools
at border check posts to de-
tect smuggled goods, illegal
vehicles, and criminals.

The event was attended
by TN additional chief secre-
tary (home) Dheeraj Kumar,

DGP Shankar Jiwal, Karna-
taka’s DGP Alok Mohan, Ke-
rala’s DGP Shaik Darvesh
Saheb, Shalini Singh from
Puducherry, Dwaraka Tiru-
mala Rao from Andhra Pra-
desh, and officers from the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands.

During the session, Alok
Mohan said delivery of nar-
cotic drugs through courier
services was a serious chal-
lenge and gaps in the legal
framework needed to be fil-
led to counter it.

Sandeep Mittal, ADGP,
Cyber Crime Wing, Tamil
Nadu, presented a case study
where cyber criminals had
siphoned off nearly 21 crore
within two hours of commit-
ting the offence. He sugges-
ted a 48-hour moratorium on
withdrawals from suspicio-
usaccounts.

The conference also dis-
cussed issues related to ter-
ror funding and religious ra-
dicalisation, left-wing extre-
mism and developments in
the field of forensicscience.
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‘MOST GRAFT ACCUSED IN LAST
5 YRS ARE FROM RURAL DEPT

JEYALAKSHMI RAMANUJAM @ Madurai

THE highest number of officials booked

by the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-

corruption (DVAC) over the last five years

is from the rural development department,

according to data available on the agency’s
website.

i In 2023-24, 139 cases were booked for pre-

i No.of tasesun!lepl!gﬁl:‘ﬂg:;];ln.q#:?pg detailed inquiry liminary inquiry and detailed im uiry, and

TR RE105 a minimum of 100 officials are booked

1203 each vear under corruption charges by the

= DVAC,

TOTALNUMBER Speaking to TNIE, RTI activist R Ram-

OFCASES akrishnan said that central government
schemes, including the Jal Jeevan Mis-

- 531%%5! 40 sion, are implemented through the rural

development department. “Corrupt offi-
cials easily influence people from rural
areas and get money to implement the
schemes. The state government should
come forward to popularise these schemes
in regional languages to reduce instances
of corruption,” he said.

He further stated that conviction rate is
minimal allegedly because of corrupt of
ficials in the DVAC.

The gover nment should appoint honest

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

bewe | 137 officials and the DVAC must come forward

B 60 to accept public complaints if they are

T saana OFCASES submitted with evidence, instead of only
M 30 setting traps.

Regtaton | 149 ®3351047 N Senthilkumar, a social worker, said it

g0 m18] is essential to speed up the legal process
p— because the trials take place over a long pe-
riod, during which the accused officials
getnearly 50-75% of their salaries with-
out work. Once the trial is complete,
they claim the remaining salaries as
arrears, which is a waste of public
funds. “Although it is well known that
the public works department is corrup-
tion-prone, it is not often under the DVAC
scanner. The revenue department is also
one such department. Apart from depart
Wl & 4710437 m 209 mental action, speeding up the legal proce-

e dures is also essential,” he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 October 2024, p.4
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Health :

The revived mosquite problem referred
to inthe last two issues (Vol. IV, pages
504 and 557) hasled to State government
action in covering open drains, improving
the Buckingham Canal, spraying mosguito
larvicide over an area of 25.5 [akh sg.
metres and the constitution of special
mobile spray squads. At the national level
mosquito eradication through sex sterili-
sation will soon be launched as a result of
successful experiments carried out by the
genetic control of mosguitoes unit of the
WHOQ. Pregnancy counselling and abor-
tion services arg baing offered in 53 insti-
tutions to be increased to 150 by the end
of the year in the State, The State Govern-
ment i arranging with the Union govern-
ment for a 10 day afier care programme for
the patients. The Family Plaoning Pro
gramme has made 63 T per cent of
rural people and 70 to 80 per cent wrban
people aware of the programme, the
Union Minister reports, and has averted
17.2 million births till May 1974. We
bave still a long way to go to reach a
modern birth rate.

Informal and Technical Education:

A programme to run wall newspapers in
the languages which do not have newspa-
pers is to be launched by Union and State
governments,  Also television including
satelite grogrammes for radio are to be
used to ensure that the Fifth Plan pro-
grammes and objectives are communicated
clearly to the people. The Orissa State
government Wwith the help of voluntary
agencles started in Avgust 2 mass cam-

paign agaiost the dowry system. To back

up the new bill that iz directed against
untouchability and the growing atrocities
to which Harijans are ‘subjected, the penal
provisions are to be backed by an effective
educational programme. The Department
of archaeology in the State gradvated in
August its candidates in epigraphy as part
of its programme of preserving the State's
idals and antiguities in temples and edicts
and prevent their vandalism and export.
On the side of techaical edocation, the
stabilising of the number of medical colle-
ges and a small reduction in the number
of seats from 1,125 to 1,015 in this State
has been imposed by resource constraints
and the need to maintain quality. The
Union government has decided not to
derecognise the 8§ medical colleges in Kar-
nataka and Andhra {See Vol IV pages 382
and 503) but to limit their admissions un=
til their past excess admissions are correct-
ed. The university is being urged to esta-
blish 2 B. Tech. (leather) course io that
diploma holders in leather technology can
through part time and correspondence
courses qualify for it.






