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Housin . Water supply: Another essenlial ser-
& and Highways : The cement vice that bas been hit is rural

shortage and restriction in the Country to
be referced to later has had its negative
effzet on the State's housing programmes.
It bas increased building costs and even
the payments to be wade by middle and

water supply. This BState’s. plan to
provide protected drinking water to 18,200
villages (See Vol. 111 page 108) is part of
the Country’s Fifth Plan provision for
1,13,000 villages covering 60 million

people. With the scarcity of materials
and rise in prices, the allocation of Rs. 574
crores, if retained, is now estimated to
cover only 80,000 villages with 45 million
people. The impact ok this reduction om
the State’s Plan must be worked ‘out.
Meanwhile Madras city bas been passing
through a period of acute water shoriage
{Sce Vol. IV page 356) with two of its
reservoirs —Poondi aod Sholavaram—com-
pletely dry, the hand to¢ mouth supply of
30 million gallons per day being provided

low income flat occupiers for whose cons-
truction the Housing Board has responsi-
bility. Another casuality is the propozed
unit for manufacturing pre-fabricated
housing materials (See Vol .1V page 411).
With the scarcity. of cement now being
exported in large quantitics to West Asia
to pay for cur crude imports, the State"s
bousing programme i being contracted.
Another contraction is the Rs. 73 crores
Highways Filth Plan programme which
is being cut back to cover only missing by the fast depleting Red Hills reservoir
road Links instead of overbridges and (20 millioo gallons) and the rest from the,
widening of bridges. For the ficst Panjetti and Tambarapekkam under-
year of tae Fifth Plan only Rs. 3.4 crores ground water. An assured water supply
have been provided, should be one of the major features of the
MMDA and the city's perspective plan.

(...continued on back cover inside)



Economy

‘Tamil Nadu is heavily industrialised, but the state needs more fixed capital and high value
manufacturing, besides tweaks to labour policies, to attain its trillion-dollar economy target

ROAD TO $1 TRILLION

Vaitheeswaran.B@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu is one of the most industri-
alised states and attracts large invest-
ments in manufacturing. But it needs
to address gaps to move up the value
chain to achieve the trillion-dollar
economy goal. Tamil Nadu has thehigh-
est number of factories and factory workers (see graph-
ic) in the country. But it lags in fixed capital, output and
gross value addition among the most industrialised
states (see graphic). It also has higher unemployment
and lower labour participation among these states.

The state cannot rely on low-skilled manufacturing
to drive economic growth like in the past. Tamil Nadu
needs to have high value-added manufacturing similar
toautomobiles, electronics, says Prof Vidya Mahambare,
director of research at Great Lakes Institute of
Management, Chennai.

Tamil Nadu govt often states its policy objective is to
create both high-skill, high-value jobs and low-skilled,
moderately paying jobs for the development of all
sections of society. In fact, chief minister M K Stalin
stresses that for a project employment generation is
important, not the quantum of investment.

For Tamil Nadu to create more jobs, it needs to
expand labour-intensive manufacturing such as in
leather, footwear, textiles. But Prof Mahambare is not
sure there is much demand for those jobs in the state.
“Before pushing factories into
underdeveloped districts, it is
important to figure out the willingness BIG GOAI'
of locals to do physical labour, work in
noisy, dusty, hot factories, which is typically the case
with low-skilled manufacturing, and their wage
expectations,” she says.

During her ongoing research, she found that the main
reason for factory worker turnover among the local
population is hard physical labour and low wages.
Subsidising industries where the majority are guest
workers does not help Tamil Nadu much, she says.

The govt should focus on sectors that can employ
large numbers of locals, says Prof Mahambare.
“Subsidising sectors employing low-skilled
manufacturing will not help the state as much as
subsidising high skilled manufacturing and services,”
she adds.

Tamil Nadu'’s 41.17% rural population still depends
onagriculture and allied sectors in 2023-24, according to
the periodic labour force survey (see table 2). While 30%
of the state’s population is involved in agriculture, the
sectoral output is only around 6%, says Dr K R
Shanmugam, honorary professor and former director
of Madras School of Economics. Tamil Nadu needs to
bring a lot of people from agriculture to organised
sectors, typically to low-skilled jobs in factories, small
scale industries (MSMEs) and self-employment,
construction, he says.

“The labour force participation gap between Tamil
Nadu and the all-India average has narrowed between
2017-18 and 2023-24. While it’s increasing in all other
states, we have stabilised,” says Dr Shanmugam. Workers
in rural and semi-urban areas in Tamil Nadu are not
willing to work in blue collar jobs due to low wages and

&

availability of better social safety nets such as public
distribution systems, welfare schemes and MGNREGA.

To tackle job dissatisfaction, improve the working
environment in factories and provide better amenities
including peer support groups to create a sense of
belonging and connectedness to the organisation, says
Prof Mahambare.

Experts also call for upskilling of existinglabourers
in the agriculture sector. Tamil Nadu has a better
educated (GER 47%) and an aging population (total
fertility rate: 1.4) and and in a few years the wage
arbitrage will be gone, so policies should pivot
accordingly.

Depending on migrant workers is not new and that
is the way it has to go, says Profes N R Bhanumurthy,
director, Madras School of Economics. “The reason for
Tamil Nadu being an attractive manufacturing
destination is the high number of ITls, and clusters such

Source: The Times of India, 18 November 2024, p.2
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TN LAGS IN OUTPUT & GVA

Rank | Total no. of factories | Fixed Capital | Total Persons Engaged Output Gross Value Added (GVA)
1 TN (15.66%) Guj (19.64%) TN (15%) Guj (17.72%) Maha (16.33%)
2 Guj (12.25%) Maha(11.97%) Maha (12.84%) Maha (14.65%) | Guj(14.78%)
3 Maha (10.44%) Odisha (8.06%) |  Guj(12.62%) TN (9.97%) TN (10.33%)
4 UP (7.54%) TN (7.93%) UP (8.04%) UP (7.03%) KN (7.04%)
5 AP (6.51%) KN (6.10%) KN (6.58%) KN (6.17%) UP (6.09%)
Source: Annual Survey of Industries (ASI-2022-23)
M Rural | M Urban  Tamil Nadu (%) Agricum:r:dia (%)
& allied Manufacturing
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Source: Annual Report, PLFS (various years), NSSO; (Age group 15 years & above (usual status)

as Sriperumbudur giving the benefit of agglomeration
economies. The state has more clusters compared to
other industrialised states,” he says.

“Tamil Nadu's cluster approach helps reduce the cost
of doing business and companies are looking for that,”
says Prof Bhanumurthy The gap between labour supply
and demand should be bridged and more locals should
be brought into the formal economy. “The pull factor is
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not working for rural Tamil Nadu, while eastern states
have a push factor. Steps such as building large industrial
housing facilities and better living, working conditions
can pull people for low wage work, at least temporarily.
Flexibility is also needed in the labour market, where
people can freely move between and do multiple jobs.
Govt should undertake a skill census and plan specific
schemes based on that,” he adds.



T.N.s iInvestment
needs amount to
36.84 lakh crore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a memorandum to the
16" Finance Comimission,
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment said the investment
needs of the State stood at
%6.84 lakh crore. Besides,
it required 35.32 lakh crore
for meeting infrastructure
needs in urban areas.

The funding require-
ment in the power sector
was 362,000 crore, and
the investment needs for
industrialisation was
43,600 crore. For moder-
nisation of buses and pu-
blic transport systems,
7,000 crore was required.
For nurturing the blue eco-
nomy, support for secon-
dary and tertiary health-
care, and restoration of
waterbodies, 5,000 crore
each was required, the
State said.

The government also
sought 1,200 crore each
for the conservation and
restoration of heritage
structures and the deve-
lopment of the tourism
sector; 1,000 crore each
for the development of
sports and grants for e-go-
vernance initiatives; and
3500 crore towards grants
for improving accessibility
for the differently-abled.

As for vertical devolu-
tion, Tamil Nadu was for
including all non-tax reve-
nues in the divisible pool of

taxes through a Constitu-
tional amendment or, al-
ternatively, increasing the
States’ share in the divisi-
ble pool to compensate for
the loss. As for horizontal
devolution, the State was
for reducing the weightage
given to the income dis-
tance, area and forest &
ecology criteria, while in-
creasing the weightage to
demographic perfor-
mance. Under disaster risk
management, the govern-
ment wanted the Finance
Commission to increase
the State Disaster Risk
Management Fund corpus
by 50% for 2026-27, with
90:10 funding from the Go-
vernment of India and the
States, and implement an
annual 10% increment in
the fund size during the
award period, as against
the current rate of 5%. It
wanted the Disaster Risk
Index replaced with a new
index incorporating pa-
rameters like coastline
length and urbanisation.

It recommended ear-
marked allocations for ad-
dressing urban flooding
(32,500 crore), drought
(32,000 crore), and coastal
management (1,000
crore). It suggested in-
creasing grants to local bo-
dies to at least 5% of the di-
visible pool, and sought
the allocation of grants in a
50:50 ratio between rural
and urban local bodies.

Source: The Hindu, 19 November 2024, p.6

TN’s power demand
set to rise to 23,013 MW
by 2026-27: CEA report

W81
s 16891
10.261

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @& Chennai

TAMIL Nadu's power demand is
expected to rise to 23,013 MW by
2026-27, as per the 20th Electric-
ity Survey Reportof the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA),
submitted recently to the Union
government. This will be a more
than 50% jump in 10 vears com-
pared to the 14, 823MW peak de-
mand in 2016-17. According to
the report, at 23,013 MW, Tamil
Nadu will continue to record the
highest power demand among
southern states, followed by
Karnataka (20,066 MW), and
Andhra Pradesh (16,262 MW).

The report recommended set-
ting up of additional transmis-
sion lines to ensure that the state
can meet its growing power de-
mand. Currently, Tamil Nadu
Transmission Corporation(Tan-
transco) faces challenges in
transmitting power from south-
ern districts to northern parts
of the state. New transmission
projects are in the pipeline to ad-
dress this, but issues in land ac-
quisition and legal challenges
have led to delays in the execu-
tion of projects.

“The survey aims to support
the expansion of transmission
network based on future elec
tricity demand and new genera-
tion capacities. For effective
transmission planning, it is es-
sential to consider peak demand

® 2016-17
012021-12
©2026-17
(expected)

projections, seasonal and month:
ly demand variations, and daily
changes in electricity needs, as
these factors impact power flow
on transmission lines through-
out the year,” the report said.

With the growing share of Re-
newable Energy (RE)in the grid,
the report also emphasised the
importance of factoring in RE
generation patterns in transmis-
sion planning, The report noted
that power flows on transmis-
sion lines can shift significantly
with RE variation, causing the
state that usually exports power
during high RE output to be-
come an importer during low
RE output period.

According fo the latest CEA
report, Tamil Nadu's peak elec-
tricity demand has seen a sharp
increase over the years, growing
from 14,823 MW in 2016-17 to
16,891 MW in 202122, and reach-
ing 20,830 MW in the current fi-
nancial year (2024-25). This re-
flects a growth of 6,007 MW in
power demand in eight years.

A senfor Tantransco official
attributed the rise primarily to
the addition of around 5 to 8
lakh new consumers each year
“The increasing number of con-
sumers is a major factor driving
up the demand. Additionally, the
power needs of the state’s com-
mercial sector and industries
have also surged,” the official
saidl.

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 November 2024, p.4
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Tamil Nadu’s own tax revenue grew
14% in first half of fiscal 2024-25: CAG

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s own tax reve-
nue grew about 14% to
386,975.28 crore in the
first half of fiscal 2024-25
from %76,257.13 crore in
the first half of 2023-24, ac-
cording to provisional fi-
gures from the Comptroll-
er and Auditor-General
(CAG).

The State’s Own Tax Re-
venue (SOTR) accounts for
75.6% of Tamil Nadu’s total
revenue receipts.

Among the SOTR com-
ponents, the State Goods
and Services Tax (SGST)
collection grew 20.12% to
335,414.05 crore in the first
half of 2024-25 from
$29,481.97 crore in the

comparable period last
year. Revenue from
stamps and registration
fees increased 12.05% to
210,354.95 crore in the
first half of 2024-25 from
39,241.14 crore in the first
half of 2023-24.

During the first six
months of fiscal 2024-25,
revenue from taxes on
sales, trade, etc. (which re-
flect VAT on petrol, diesel
and liquor) increased
about 6.9% to ¥29,793.40
crore from 3%27,876.54
crore in the same period
last year.

Revenue from State Ex-
cise Duties (which reflect
liquor revenue) increased
to ¥5,643.34 crore in the
first half of 2024-25 from
$5,291.76 crore in the first

Source: The Hindu, 7 November 2024, p.6

half of 2023-24. Land reve-
nue increased to ¥199.43
crore in the first six
months of 2024-25 from
T126.39 crore, while reve-
nue from other taxes and
duties increased about
31.4% to %5,570.11 crore
from ¥4,239.33 crore.

The balance 24.4% of
the revenue receipts
comes from the share in
Central taxes and grants-
in-aid from the Union go-
vernment. Tamil Nadu’s
total revenue receipts
stood at ¥1,23,970.01 crore
for the first half of 2024-25.
This is about 41.46% of the
State’s Budget Estimates
for 2024-25, as per the
CAG.

The revenue deficit,
which indicates that ex-
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penditure exceeds re-
ceipts, came in at
328,717.51 crore in the first
half of 2024-25, while the
fiscal deficit, the difference
between total receipts and
total expenditure, stood at
$53,934.32 crore.

As per the data from Re-
serve Bank of India, so far
in 2024-25 (till August), Ta-
mil Nadu was the top bor-
rowing State with gross
market borrowings of
341,000 crore. Tamil Nadu
was followed by Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra
with gross borrowings of
340,000 crore each.

After adjusting for re-
payments, Tamil Nadu’s
net borrowings stood at
326,750 crore in the first
half of 2024-25.



‘Increase central tax share to states to 50%’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin,
during his meeting with 16th
Finance Commission chairman
Arvind Panagariyva and mem-
bersof the panel in Chennai on
Monday, expressed concern
over the decrease in devolution
of central funds to the state and
increasing financial burden
due to additional expenses in-
curred for projects jointly im-
plemented by the state and the
centre. Stalin urged the com-
mission to address the dispari-
ties in sharing of revenue
among states and increase the
share of central taxes to states
to 50%.

Though the 15th Finance
Commission recommended for

ARVIND: TN REPORT
WELL-RESEARCHED

The 16th Finance Commission
chairperson Arvind Panagariya on
Maonday said TN has presented a
well-researched analytical report
and has explained its demands
and grievances in a well-balanced
and convincing manner | P&

providing 41% tax revenue
share, in the last four vears,
contrary to the recommenda-
tion, the union government's
total tax devolution was just
33.16%, the CM said.
Additional funds should be
allocated to performing states
like Tamil Nadu, considering
the overall development of the
country. “A new approach
should be adopted so that devel-

(M Stalin submits memorandum to
Arvind Panagariva at Chennai | express

oping states like Tamil Nadu
are notaffected by the decrease
in central allocation,” he said.
Speaking about the difficul-
ties in implementing schemes,
he said that states are largely
responsible for implementing

key projects in sectors like
healthcare, education, social
welfare, and agriculture. De-
spite this, the power to generate
funds for such projects by the
states are limited, he said.

Stalin said, therefore, it is
only fair and appropriate to
raise the share of revenue allo-
cated to states to 50%. “Only if
the share is increased to 50%,
states like Tamil Nadu will be
able to implement development
projects that meet their specific
needs while also ensuring fiscal
autonomy in managing their
own finances.”

Stalin also expressed concern
over Tamil Nadu's diminishing
share of tax revenue, which fell
from 7.831% under the 9th Fi-
nance Commission to 4.079%
under the 15th Commission. P7

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 November 2024, p.1

TN asks 50% more disaster relief fund

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

URGING to revamp the current
tax devolution mechanism, Sta-
lin said that while it is neces-
sary to allocate additional re-
sources to underdeveloped
regions, it is also important to
recognise and support well-per-
forming states with their de-
served share of financial

resources. “This ap- a8
proach will not only 8
sustain their growth S

but alsofoster the over- ©=
all development of the ° o
nation,” he
Drawing attention of the
commission over the state’s
ageing population, he said that
currently, the average age of
the population in Tamil Nadu
is 36.4 vears, which is 9.5 vears
higher than that of Uttar
Pradesh. Hence, the need for so-
cial security, healthcare and
other services has increased,
he said. The CM also elaborated
on the natural disaster faced by
the state, the rapid urbanisa-

said. N

Average age of the
populationin TN is 36.4
years, which is 9.5 years
higher than that of Uttar
Pradesh. Hence, the need for
social security and
healthcare has increased

Chief Minister Stalin

Q

tion and the need for centre’s
support to carry out relief

" and rescue work.
L Besides, the state, in its
. memorandum to the
16th Finance Cominis-
sion, has urged that the
devolution of funds to
the states must be based

on the population data of the
1971 Census. The state has also
called for increased weightage
to be given to demographic per-
formance, economic contribu-
tion to the national GDP, and
urbanisation in determining
resource allocation.
Addressing the state’s vulner-
ability to frequent natural dis-
asters, TN requested a 50% in-
crease in the State Disaster

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 November 2024, p.7

Risk Management Fund
{SDRMF) corpus for 2026-27,
with a 90:10 funding ratio be-
tween the centre and the states.
Highlighting the growing de-
mands of local bodies, the gov-
ernment called for raising local
body grants to at least 5% of
thedivisible pool, with an equi-
table 50:50 allocation between
rural and urban areas.
The memorandum also out-
lined a financial requirement
of %6,84,500 crore to support
Tamil Nadu’s economic and de-
velopmental goals. Major re-
quests include F43,600 crore for
industrialisation, ¥5,32,000
crore for urban infrastructure,
62,000 crore for the power sec-
tor, $7,000 crore for public
transport modernisation, and
F25,000 crore for water manage-
ment initiatives.

Further, recognised political
parties of TN, including the
DME, AIADME, Congress,
CPM, CPI, AAP and others,
havealso presented their repre-
sentations to the commission.
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Stalin calls for raising States’ share
in divisible pool of taxes to 50%

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Monday said that the
States’ share in the divisi-
ble pool of taxes should be
increased to 50%, as mul-
tiple factors added to their
financial burden.

“Only if the States’
share is increased to 50%
could they implement de-
velopment projects as per
their requirements and
function with financial au-
tonomy,” Mr. Stalin said,
in the presence of the
chairperson and members

of the 16% Finance
Commission.
“We  wholeheartedly

commend the increase in
the share of the States in
the divisible pool of taxes
to 41%, as per the recom-
mendation of the 15" Fi-
nance Commission. Ho-
wever, contrary to this
recommendation, only
33.16% has been shared
with the States during the

e

Only if the States’ share is
increased to 50% could
they implement
development projects as
per their requirements
and function with
financial autonomy

M.K. STALIN
Chief Minister

past four years,” he said.

Moreover, the share of
the State governments in
projects jointly imple-
mented with the Union go-
vernment was affecting
the financial status of the
States, especially Tamil
Nadu, Mr. Stalin said.

The decrease in the de-
volution to the States and
the increasing share of the
States in projects jointly
implemented with the Un-
ion government were the
two major factors that
were adding to the burden
of the States, he said.

Source: The Hindu, 19 November 2024, p.6

Tamil Nadu’s share of
devolution had been con-
sistently on the decline,
from the 7.93% recom-
mended by the 9* Finance
Commission to the 4.07%
recommended by the 15t%
Finance Commission, Mr.
Stalin said.

“The present devolu-
tion norms represent a
punishment to Tamil Na-
du, which has been a pio-
neer in planning and ad-
ministering various
welfare programmes,” he
said.

Though it was neces-
sary to allocate funds for
underdeveloped areas,
“only by allocating neces-
sary funds to States that
have been performing
well on wvarious fronts
could one ensure that they
maintain their develop-
ment and keep them on
track. The Finance Com-
mission should take this
into consideration,” Mr.
Stalin said.

The diversion of funds
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from well-performing
States to underdeveloped
areas “would not only af-
fect the country’s overall
development, but also
lead to underdeveloped
States receiving less funds
in the long run”, he said.
An analysis of the re-
commendations of the
previous Finance Com-
missions showed that even
though more funds were
devolved to underdeve-
loped States, “it was clear
that it did not yield deve-
lopment and progress in
many of the underdeve-
loped States”, he said.
Contending that the
method of devolution
adopted by the country
over the past 45 years had
not yielded the intended
results, Mr. Stalin said that
the Finance Commission
should adopt a “new ap-
proach” that would en-
sure that developed States
were not affected while
funds were being granted
to underdeveloped States.



Planning panel highlights impact of
heatwave across sectors, calls for action

In its report, Beating The Heat-Tamil Nadu Heat Mitigation Strategy, the State Planning Commission highlights occupational and operational

impacts and makes several recommendations to mitigate the effects of heatwave. It also raises concern over gig workers being exposed to heat

Sanjay Vijayakumar
Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

he State Planning
T Commission (SPC)
has looked at the

impact of heatwave across
sectors, including occupa-
tional effects, and provid-
ed key recommendations.

Rising temperatures are
heavily altering and put-
ting a strain on economies
across sectors and supply
chains. Heat stress is re-
peatedly disrupting eco-
logical and economic sys-
tems, the SPC report,
Beating The Heat-Tamil Na-
du Heat Mitigation Strate-
gy, pointed out.

Occupational and oper-
ational risks of heatwave
include the loss of labour
(shortage of working
hours/human capital), loss
of work efficiency (output
during working hours),
and fire hazards/machin-
ery failures, the Commis-
sion said.

The first and most im-
portant recommendation
was to improve the state of
resources and productivity
in Tamil Nadu, and under-
take a scientific research
on human, animal, and
plant capacities, and their
responses to various mete-
orological conditions.

Countering heat stress

Key highlights and recommendations of the Planning panel’s report on sector-wise impact of heat

= Rising temperatures
are heavily altering
and putting a strain
©on economies across
sectors and supply
chains

= Based on
consultations with

the Tamil Nadu Heat
Action Network, the
epoit has identified
key sectors and
resources such as
agriculture, animal
husbandry, fisheries,
forests and mangroves,
tourism, water, energy,
and air, and analysed
the challenges

= Meteorologically
induced hazardous
drought-like conditions
pose a challenge to
agriculture. Drought-
risk profiling across
geographical scales
(States, districts,
villages, blocks) would
assist localised action

® Increased risk of
mortality, reduced
repraduction, and
productivity losses
are the key challenges
to livestock. There is

a need for an effective
management of heat

= Disturbed

salt- =
nutrient

balance in coastal
regions degrades
habitats of transitional
ecosystems, and
impacts distribution of

stress mangroves

u Heat has been = Outdoor, 2
adversely affecting informal, j@ﬁ
tourism, hospitality, and gig 0_’6‘

and related industries.
Heat contingency
plans are necessary

workers are
exposed to mechanical
or indoor heat

= Thereis

an increased
risktogic [
economy o
owing to supply

chain disruptions and
logistical challenges

m Thereisaneed (17,

to implement \-.'
workplace ¢
safety, and “
provide health

insurance to workers
during extreme heat
conditions

increase due @
o extreme

heat. Energy efficiency
programmes and
promotion of
renewable energy

investments are
necessary

= Electricity
demand may

The report flagged the
issue of outdoor, informal,
and gig workers being ex-
posed to mechanical/in-
door heat, and said that
heat-induced stress would
reduce work efficiency and

Source: The Hindu, 11 November 2024, p.4

productivity. There was an
increased risk to the gig
economy due to supply
chain disruptions and lo-
gistical challenges, and
there might be disruptions
in delivery schedules and

logistical operations, re-
sulting in wage loss, owing

to  extreme  weather
conditions.
Implementing  work-

place safety protocols,
such as providing regular

breaks in shaded or cool
areas, adequate rest pe-
riods, access to potable wa-
ter, facilitating changes in
working schedules, opti-
mal clothing guidelines,
and having rotation of
tasks for workers to mini-
mise their exposure to
heat, were among the oth-
er recommendations.

Besides, having in place
mechanisms to monitor
heat stress levels in work-
places through wearable
sensors or weather moni-
toring systems; to identify
high-risk areas and imple-
ment targeted interven-
tions; and developing
emergency response plans
for heat-related incidents,
including protocols for first
aid, accessing medical
care, and evacuating work-
ers, would greatly help.

The report said that
electricity demand was
likely to rise in extreme
heat conditions. The
State’s dependence on
non-renewable energy
sources was at about 58%
(as of 2023), and an in-
crease in energy demand
could hamper its decarbo-
nising goals, the report
said.

It said that residential,
commercial, and industrial
sectors could be targeted
to reduce electricity de-
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mand for refrigeration.
The efforts can include
providing incentives for
passive cooling solutions
such as energy-efficient ap-
pliances, building retrofits
(BEE-rated) and holding
consumer awareness cam-
paigns on energy saving
practices.

Shifting rainfall patterns
and extreme heat disturb
the overall water balance
and increase demand, put-
ting a strain on resources.
Heat-linked air quality de-
gradation is another risk,
according to the report.

Developing assessment
and monitoring methods
to establish a relation bet-
ween high heat events and
air quality degradation,
and taking steps to con-
serve water are among the
key recommendations.

Heatwave would adver-
sely affect tourism, hospi-
tality, and related indus-
tries, it added.
Implementation of heat-
wave contingency plans in
tourist destinations, in-
cluding emergency res-
ponse measures, heat shel-
ters, water coolers and oral
rehydration solution (ORS)
booths, could be carried
out.

The report also men-
tioned the challenges to
forests and mangroves.



T.N. seeks Centre’s help to improve
Tangedco's financial situation

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Electricity,
Prohibition and Excise V.
Senthilbalaji participated
in a conference of Electric-
ity Ministers organised by
the Union Ministry of Pow-
er in New Delhi on Tues-
day. He put forth seven de-
mands for improving the
financial situation of Tan-
gedco. Mr. Balaji also pre-
sented a memorandum to
Union Power Minister Ma-
nohar Lal.

Source: The Hindu, 13 November 2024, p.2

In the memorandum,
Mr. Senthilbalaji, citing the
huge annual interest com-
mitment of 16,000 crore
paid by the Electricity De-
partment, requested the
Union Power Minister to
intervene for reducing the
interest rate charged by the
Power Finance Corpora-
tion (PFC) to 8% for help-
ing improve the financial
and operational perfor-
mance of Tangedco.

He said the State had ta-
ken several steps under the
Revamped  Distribution
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Sector Scheme (RDSS),
which had helped in bring-
ing down the aggregate
technical and commercial
loss to 11.26%. He urged the
Union government not to
impose new conditions for
RDSS grants, including un-
ilateral fixing of targets for
PM Surya Ghar - Muft Bijli
Yojana.

Mr. Senthilbalaji also
sought approval for system
modernisation works, for
which a proposal had al-
ready been submitted to
the Ministry of Power.



Leakage of rice in Public Distribution System
cost T.N. 1,900 crore during 2022-23, says study

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu was estimated
to have suffered a loss of
¥1,900 crore during 2022-
23 due to leakage in the
supply of rice under the
public distribution system
(PDS), according to a peru-
sal of the findings of a
countrywide study of the
status of PDS.

Published by the Indian
Council for Research on In-
ternational Economic Rela-
tions (ICRIER) and auth-
ored by Raya Das, Ranjana
Roy and Ashok Gulati, the
report put the figure of
leakage at 5.2 lakh tonnes,
which accounted for 15.8%
of the total quantity of rice
reported to have been sup-

plied through PDS. The
economic cost of rice for
the year in question —
%3,670 per quintal for rice
— was considered by the
authors.

The quantum of PDS
rice lost in distribution
could have fed approxi-
mately 21.67 lakh families,
if one were to go by the
State’s traditional thumb
rule of 20 kg of rice per fa-
mily per month. However,
under the National Food
Security Act of 2013, every
person is entitled to five kg
a month. As on May 31,
2024, Tamil Nadu had
about 2.2 crore rice-draw-
ing ration cards.

For the purpose of cal-
culation of the estimates,
the authors aligned the da-

Source: The Hindu, 20 November 2024, p.8

ta of the Household Con-
sumption Expenditure Sur-
vey 2022-23, the first such
exercise after the Act came
into force, with the month-
ly offtake data from the
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) from August 2022 to
July 2023. The data includ-
ed distribution under the
NFSA, tide-over, non-NFSA
State-level allocations and
the Pradhan Mantri Garib

Kalyan Anna  Yojana
(PMGEKAY).
The State can draw com-

fort in a couple of aspects
from the study. It figures
among the States that have
lower estimates of leakage.
To be precise, from the
bottom, it is last but
seventh.

However, the propor-
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tion of leakage in Karnata-
ka, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana is lower than
that of Tamil Nadu — 6.2%,
1% and 0.5%, respectively.
At the all-India level, ap-
proximately 20 million
tonnes of rice and wheat
failed to reach the intend-
ed recipients. This
amounted to a financial
loss of about 69,108 crore.

Notwithstanding  the
findings, the Tamil Nadu
government has been tak-
ing steps to reduce the
scope of leakage through
various measures. Bet-
ween January 1, 2023 and
May 31, 2024, the Civil Sup-
plies-CID seized about
42,500 quintals of smug-
gled PDS rice worth 32.4
crore.



Farmers: 4K observation
wells inadequate to tackle
eroundwater challenges

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

DATA from the Water Resources
Department (groundwater), ac-
cessed by TNIE, show the state
currently has 4,016 observation
wells to monitor groundwater
levels. However, farmers say the
number is incommensurate for
the state’s 17,000 villages.

Observation wells monitor
changes in groundwater levels
and also observe its quality.
Farmers say observation wells
are installed at the firka level, but
ideally at least one well should
be setup in everyvillage to
provide accurate data on
eroundwater levels.

M Sampath, 62, a
farmer from Kancheep-
uram, said the state gov-
ernmenthas assured farm-
ers more such wells but no
progress has been made so far

K Balasubramani, state secre-
tary of Tamil Nadu Vivasava
Munnetra Kazhagam (Farmers
Association), said, “In addition
to installing observation wells,
the governmentmust develop in-
frastructure for rainwater har-
vesting in all villages. A few
vears ago, the state government
actively pushed rainwater har-
vesting schemes in every house-
hold, but the momentum has
slowed down.”

Speaking on condition of ano-

nymity, asenior official from Wa-
ter Resources Department said,
“Unless the state government al-
locates funds for such projects, it
will be impossible to implement
them. Compared to other South-
ern states, Tamil Nadu depends
heavily on ground water sources
as other states have adequate
storage of surface water”

Given the state’s financial situ-
ation, we have recommended a
phased implementation, but the
proposals are still awaiting ap-
proval, he added.

Another WRD official em-

phasised the need for tech-

nological upgrades. “Cur-

rently, we monitor

observation wells manu-

ally, which provide data

once in24 hours. We have

proposed a telemetry sys-

tem that can automatically

measure and transmit ground-

water data four times a day,” the
official said.

This system uses remote moni-
toring to measure and transmit
the water table’s depth in real-
time, including details like date,
time, and water levels. Data is
sent via cellular or satellite net-
workstoa central server for anal-
vsis, enabling better planning
and decision-making. A detailed
project report has been submit-
ted for financial approval, he
added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 November 2024, p.4

N RAMESH & Thanjavur

A slump in demand due to the
recent rains and harvesting un-
der way simultaneously in
neighbouring states are caus-
ing heavy losses for banana

in areas including Tiruvaiya-

as a key cash crop for farmers.
It is cultivated on 11,000 acres

farmers in Thanjavur as they
say traders offer as low as T6/
kg for their harvest, While they
are used to witnessing low de-
mand during the rainy season,
they add the procurement price
was better in previous years,
In the delta district of
Thanjavur, dominated by pad-
dy cultivation, banana serves

ru, Kaduveli, Panaivur, Vadug-
akudi and Tirukkattupalli
which are irrigated by the Cau-
very, Kudamuruti and Vennaru
rivers. Most farmers in the area
cultivate the “poovan’ variety
as its leaves also fetch income.,
While mentioning their pro-
duce having fetched up to T30/
kg last month, “when there

M Mathiyarhagan. 2 farmer, with
banana bunches near his grove | exeeess

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 November 2024, p.4

were festivals like Ayudha Poo-
ja", M Mathivazhagan, a ba-
nana farmer from Vadugakudi,
said, “The procurement price,
however, has fallen toabout 36/
kg to T7/kg now.™

“Last month we sent loads of
bananas even to states like Ma-
harashtra, Kerala and Karna-
taka. But now traders even
from other districts are also not
turning up,” he added.

He blames commencement

Agriculture

of harvesting in Karnataka
and AP now for traders from
such states keeping away from
visiting Thanjavur this
month.

While the demand for banan-
as comes down significantly
during the rainy season, the
procurement price did not fall
this steep, he says. “Last year
during the rainy season we got
at least 215/ kg while we get at
least 20 to ¥25 per kg other-
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Farmers go bananas as price dips, non-TN buyers stay off

wise,” Mathiyazhagan added.

Echoing his views, P Suku-
maran, a farmer from
Melathirupoonthurthi, said the
price fall has led farmers to
leave the bunches in the tree
itself.

“At the present price we will
not even recover the cost of
planting a tree, let alone the ex-
penses for cultivating this crop
with a duration of 10 to 12
months,” he added.



Paddy insurance coverage falls by 66K acres in Thanjai

N RAMESH @ Thanjavur

THE crop insurance coverage for
samba and thaladi in Thanjavur
district has fallen by 66,500 acres
compared to last vear’s figures as
the cut-off date for farmers to
pay premium ended on Novem-
ber 15. Farmers attribute this to
nonextension of the last date as
done during last year and the
growing apathy of farmers to in-
sure their crop dueto poor record
of claim payment by private in-
surance companies.

Samba and thaladi were culti-
vated in Thanjavur district to an

extent of 2.43 lakh acres till No-
vember 15. The total area insured
by farmers was 1,77.071 acres on
this date. Last year farmers’ in-
surance covered 2,43,608 acres,
which is 66,537 acres more than
this vear’s coverage.

The farmers pointed out that
the total area of cultivation
would go up as transplantation is
still going on in tailend areas of
the Grand Anaicut Canal (GAC)
and lake-irrigated areas in Sen-
gippatti and Budalur

“We asked for extension of the
cut-off date for crop insurance,
but it didn’t happen this year,”

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 November 2024, p.4

Urban forest to come up on

said V Veerasenan, a farmer
from Ponnavarayvan kottaivillage
which depends on GAC. Last
vear, the cut-off date wasextend-

ed from November 15to 22, Dur-
ing the extension period around
75,000 acres was insured, officials
data show

Veerasenan wanted the cut-off
date to be extended this vear also
so that farmers who are now
transplanting paddy could ben-
efit. He added that instead of en-
rolling far mers under Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, the
state couldopt out from it as done
by some states like Gujarat and
West Bengal and directly com-
pensate those farmers affected
by natural calamities including
drought, floods etc.

50 acres of land in Siruseri

The urban forest will be established on a degraded land at Sonalur Reserve Forest, at a cost of

35 crore; the green initiative will be taken up in collaboration with TN. Green Climate Company

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Forest Depart-
T ment has issued a
tender to establish

an urban forest, covering
an area of 50 acres, in Si-
ruseri. Earlier this year,
Chennai Metropolitan De-
velopment Authority
(CMDA) Minister P.K. Se-
karbabu presented a
cheque for 35 crore to the
State Forest Department to
support this initiative.

Mr. Sekarbabu an-
nounced that the urban
forest would be developed
on 50 acres of land in the
region.

Located on the outskirts
of Chennai, Siruseri is be-
coming increasingly built
up, with several high-rises
emerging and open spaces
reduced.

This new project aims to
provide the much-needed

Green drive: The plan includes a four-kilometer walking path,

a cycling track, and a prefabricated structure overlooking Periya
Eri that will display informational materials.

green space. The forest will
be established on a degrad-
ed land at Sonalur Reserve
Forest, at a cost of T5 crore,
in collaboration with the
Tamil Nadu Green Climate
Company.

The proposed site, So-
nalur, is located 9 km from

Source: The Hindu, 4 November 2024, p.4

Thiruporur. According to
the Forest Department, as
the site is witnessing rapid
urbanisation and has a SIP-
COT industrial area near-
by, the development of an
urban forest is essential to
ensure the environmental
sustainability of the area

and to provide a safe natu-
ral escape for residents.

Facilities planned
The plan includes a four-ki-
lometre walking path, a cy-
cling track, and a prefabri-
cated structure
overlooking Periya Eri that
will display information
material. Additional fea-
tures include a pavilion,
seating areas, a children’s
play area, and a nursery
with native plant sa-
plings. The proposal also
includes a medicinal gar-
den, a flower garden, a Na-
vagraha garden with nine
plant varieties represent-
ing different celestial stars,
and a butterfly garden.
Additionally, the depart-
ment plans to create a bird-
watching spot overlooking
the lake, providing a shel-
tered space for visitors to
observe migratory birds
comfortably.
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Height limit
removed for
TN industrial
buildings

IN a bid to stimulate industrial
growth in the state through
vertical development along
Transit Oriented Development
areas, the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has amended the Tamil
Nadu Combined Development
and Building Rules (TNCDBR)
toremove height restriction for
high-rise buildings constructed
on roads that have a minimum
width of 30 metres on a plot
size of 4,000 square metres and
above, subject to clearance by
Airport Authority of India.

Several new clauses pertain-
ing to industries and commer-
cial buildings have been intro-
duced through the amendment
brought in as per a government
order issued last week to stimus-
late the growth of *vertical fac-
tories across the state,

The amendment was neces-
sitated as rule 39 of TNCER
2019 prescribes planning pa-
rameters for high-rise build-
ingsthatare more than 18.3 me-
tres in height but is silent on
usage of such buildings for
housing, institutional, and in-
dustrial purposes. According to
sources, the industries depart-
ment sought clarification on
use of high-rise buildings for
industries as new-age factories
are being built differently from
the traditional ones which were
usually ‘flat’ structures.

Source: 1he New Indian Express, 14 November 2024, p.1

Industry and Infrastructure

Govt. to introduce
new textile policy
soon: senior official

M. Soundariva Preetha
COIMBATORE

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will soon come out
with a textile policy that
will address the current is-
sues faced by the textile
and apparel sector in the
State, said a senior official
in the Department of Han-
dlooms, Handicrafts, Tex-
tiles, and Khadi.

The department held a
meeting in Chennai recent-
ly with the stakeholders.
The official said the discus-
sions were in the final stage
and the policy would be
announced shortly.

Industry needs

It would be enriching the
2019 textile policy and
making it more relevant to
meet the present needs of
the industry. “It (the poli-
cy) will certainly address

the current issues faced by
the industry,” the official
said. According to industry
heads who took part in the
meeting, Tamil Nadu had
excess capacity across the
textile value chain, and
hence the policy should fo-
cus on modernisation of
the existing units.

The traditional power-
looms required support to
modernise by investing in
new machines or retrofit
the existing ones.

The policy should also
address the issues faced by
Common Effluent Treat-
ment Plants in disposing of
the sludge generated from
effluent treatment.

On the hike in electricity
charges, the Southern In-
dia Mills Association would
prepare a report on the so-
cial and revenue impact of
the hike and submit it to
the government.

Source: The Hindu, 7 November 2024, p.4
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Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Union minister fortex-
tiles Giriraj Singh on Sunday sa-
id the Tamil Nadu govt is in favo-
urof settingupatechnical textile
hub in the state.

A dedicated National Techni-
cal Textile Mission with a budget
of %1,400 crore was launched to
drive research and development,
marketing, export promotion,
and education in technical texti-
les. “The vision of our depart-
ment is to expand the market size
of the textile industry from $176
billion to $350billion by 2030,” Gi-
riraj Singh said, addressing re-
porters at the National Institute
of Fashion Technology, Chennai.

GROWING INDUSTRY: Unlon
minister for textiles Giriraj Singh
visits an exhibition at National
Institute of Fashion Tehnology in
Taramani on Sunday

He also took part in the review
meeting with stake holders of
textiles, handloom and handi-
craft sectors.

Source: The Times of India, 18 November 2024, p.4

“The textile sector workforce
will increase to six crore in 2030
from 4.6 crore. We will need extra
fabric, fibre, yarn, and the mini-
stry is discussing with industry
and farmers on meeting this de-
mand,” the minister said.

Asked about the Bangladesh
crisis, he said that country has
only a 45 lakh strong workforce,
which is one-tenth of the work-
force of India. Singh said the do-
mesticchallengeisabout twocro-
re children born in the country,
and theministry is ensuringclot-
hing for them as well.

He said the industry is gro-
wing because of the labour avai-
lability in Uttar Pradesh, Rajast-
han, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-

garh, and Jharkhand. He also sa-
id the NIFT Chennai’s Vision
Next lab is forecasting trends in
colour and fashion based on Al
tools. “Sofar, we are following the
US and Europeantrends. Now, we
are creating our own forecast of
future designs,” he added.

In a social media post, Tamil
Nadu industries minister TR B
Rajaa said he made a request to
Union minister for textiles Giri-
raj ~ Singh to set up mini textile
parks across the state in SIPCOT
industrial estates. Rajaa also sa-
id he sought help for expanding
the textile industry in districts
including Virudhunagar, Karur,
Tirupur, Salem, Erode, and Naga-
pattinam.

Soon, TN startup centres in Singapore, US

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

AT thelaunch of ‘Startup Chen-
nai - Innovate’ on Tuesday, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Udhavani-
dhi Stalin announced that the
Tamil Nadu gover nment would
soon establish Tamil Nadu
Startup Global Coordination
Centres in Singapore and US.
These centres aim to support
aspiring entrepreneurs by pro-
viding global opportunities.
Udhavanidhi also said that
Chief Minister MK Stalin plans
to soon unveil financial assist-
ance for persons with disabili-
ties and members of the trans-

eender community to ensure
more inclusive entrepreneurial
opportunities, reflecting the
government’s ‘Everything for
Everyone’ policy

During the event, Udhayani-
dhi inaugurated the ‘Periyvar
Social Justice Venture Lab’ to
support startups focused on so-

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 November 2024, p.5

cial development, especially
those run by entrepreneurs
from Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe communities.
He also launched ‘Stratify - En-
trepreneurship,” a student-fo-
cused competition organised
by StartupTN, EDII, and Anna
University:

To further support the start-
up ecosystem, an MoU was
signed between 1IM Bengaluru
and StartupTN to offer special-
ised entrepreneurship training
for women-led startups. Anoth-
er MoU was signed with ARAT-
AMTIF and Daimler India
Commercial Vehicles to open
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new opportunities for Tamil
Nadu-based startups.

Udhayanidhi noted the sig-
nificant increase in registered
startups in the state. The
number has risen from 2,300 to
9,600 in just three vears under
the current government. He
also highlighted that 50% of
these startups are led by wom-
en. Underlining the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to en-
courage startups, Udhavanidhi
stated that StartupTN has es-
tablished regional hubs in Ho-
sur, Salem, Thanjavur, Cud-
dalore, Coimbatore, and
Tiruchy.



4 Swedish companies, including IKEA,
looking to set up base in Tamil Nadu’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Sweden’s Ambassador to
India Jan Thesleff on Wed-
nesday said that four Swed-
ish companies, including
IKEA, were exploring the
option of setting up a base
in Tamil Nadu.

During an interaction
with senior journalists of
The Hindu Group of Publi-
cations at its head office in
Chennai, he said that there
were a total of 70 Swedish
companies in Tamil Nadu,
employing about 25,000
people. “We are not happy
with this, and want to do
more,” Mr. Thesleff said.

He said that the Swedish
firms exploring opportuni-
ties in the State included
Trelleborg Marine Servic-
es, SAAB, Camfil, and IKEA
on the retail side.

Other companies were
looking to expand their op-
erations in the State with
new plants. Scandinavian
Robot Systems in Chennai
and Jacobi in Coimbatore

EETr =,

Jan Thesleff, Sweden's Ambassador to India, during an interaction

with The Hindu in Chennai on Wednesday. AKHILA EASWARAN

will inaugurate their new
facilities on January 21 and
22, 2025, respectively, Mr.
Thesleff said.

On Tuesday, he led a de-
legation of 15 companies to
meet Industries Minister
T.R.B. Rajaa. “It was more
than a courtesy call. Each
company briefed [the Mi-
nister] about what they are
doing, and their require-
ments for expanding in the
State. The Minister res-
ponded to them imme-
diately,” Mr. Thesleff said.

He said that many com-
panies not only wanted to

Source: The Hindu, 14 November 2024, p.10

be in India for its growing
market, but were also look-
ing to make it a hub for ex-
ports.

He said that he was not
in favour of the expression,
“China plus one” (a strate-
gy through which compa-
nies have been looking to
build manufacturing units
outside China). “China is
important, and will remain
important for many com-
panies. Many Swedish
companies are looking at
India and going into India.
But they are still also in
other markets,” Mr. Thes-
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There are 70 Swedish
companies in Tamil
Nadu, employing about
25,000 people. We are
not happy with this, and
want to do more

JAN THESLEFF
Sweden's Ambassador to India

leff said.

He said that representa-
tives of 15 Swedish univer-
sities visited Tamil Nadu,
and a career and study fair
was held. “Research coop-
eration is another area of
focus. Universities are link-
ing with sister institutions
here. We already have an
MoU with IIT-M. But we are
looking for more,” Mr.
Thesleff said.

In 2023, a total of 6,300
students chose Sweden for
their postgraduation. They
mostly opted for STEM
(science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics)
subjects, he said.



Tirunelveli emerges as thriving start-up hub

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tirunelveli, which has of-
ten been in the spotlight for
caste issues, is now garner-
ing attention for its burge-
oning entrepreneurial eco-
system.

Over the past few years,
more women from this re-
gion are breaking barriers
and venturing into the
start-up ecosystem. Data
shared by the Tamil Nadu
Startup and Innovation
Mission (StartupTN) show
that as on September 27,
2024, there were 405 start-
ups in the Tirunelveli re-
gional hub. Districts, in-
cluding Tirunelveli, Tenka-
si, Thoothukudi,
Kanniyakumari and Rama-
nathapuram, constitute
this hub.

A set of data collated by
Thillai Rajan, professor of
Management Studies at IIT-
Madras through his YNOS
Venture Engine, an infor-
mation and analytics plat-
form, showed that there
were 207 start-ups in Tiru-
nelveli. “ There are 88 start-
ups with women as co-
founders. About 43% of the
start-ups have been found-
ed or co-founded by wo-

Slew of efforts

Initiatives launched by StartupTN to strengthen the start-up ecosystem in Tirunelveli district

‘Aadukalam’: a series
of programmes to
identify early-stage

Coffee with Collector: to facilitate direct
communication between start-ups and the
Collector for enhanced support

She Bootcamp:
camps targeting
girls, encouraging

business ideas and
extend support

‘Thadai athai
udai’: a series of
confidence-building
events for aspiring
entrepreneurs and
early-stage
start-ups

Startup to Government (S2G): to enable start-ups
to pitch their ideas to government departments
and solve their challenges. This provides a
much-needed market access to start-ups

them to take up
entrepreneurship

Mentor Connect:
events related to
mentorship are
conducted at
regular intervals

Chennai 3,832
Coimbatore 1,215
Kancheepuram 942 = Entrepreneurs point out that despite
Tiruvallur 467 the increasing number of start-ups,
Madurai 311 securing investments was a challenge

men,” he noted.
Entrepreneurs in Tiru-
nelveli say four key factors
had contributed to the
thriving start-up ecosys-
tem. The first was the im-
pact of the Zoho Corpora-
tion, which ushered in a
wave of tech-driven ven-
tures. Many start-ups in Ti-
runelveli are founded by in-
dividuals who had worked

Source: The Hindu, 10 November 2024, p.6

with Zoho. The second fac-
tor was the inherent entre-
preneurial spirit of the peo-
ple from this region. “Some
of the popular retail brands
in T. Nagar, Chennai, today
were started by people
from this region. Many pe-
ople in the Silicon Valley
are also from this region,”
entrepreneurs here said.
Thirdly, the rising num-

ber of big companies in
and around this belt, such
as Tata Power and Bosch,
contributed to the trend.
This has boosted the confi-
dence of entrepreneurs to
set up operations in the re-
gion. And the fourth factor
was the support from Star-
tupTN, which has provided
crucial resources, mentor-
ship, and networking op-
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portunities to local start-
ups.

Sivarajah Ramanathan,
CEO of StartupTN, said ef-
forts had been made by the
government to identify ear-
ly stage start-ups and guide
them. “We now have an ex-
clusive office for this re-
gion, and a project lead has
been stationed here,” Mr.
Ramanathan said.

Start-ups from this re-
gion have also managed to
get substantial funding. Ac-
cording to StartupTN,
“Nine start-ups have been
facilitated with funding in
the region. Five are TAN-
SEED beneficiaries, and
two are Tamil Nadu SC/ST
Startup Fund beneficiar-
ies. One start-up received
angel funding, whereas
one got seed funding...”

Entrepreneurs here, ho-
wever, said that despite the
rising number of start-ups,
securing investments was a
challenge. One entrepre-
neur said early-stage foun-
ders in tier 3 cities struggle
to secure micro-invest-
ments from venture capi-
talists.

They suggested that the
government invest in re-
search and development in
colleges in the region.



Research parks in
TN univs soon

Times NEws NETWORK

Coimbatore: The Tamil Na-
du govt is in the process of
establishing research parks
atmajor state universitiesto
foster collaboration be-
tween academia and indus-
try on real-world projects,
said secretary to the higher
education department K Go-
palon Friday.

Gopal said this while de-
livering the inaugural ad-
dress at the first edition of
the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) southern re-
gion's ‘CII Edu-Tech Expo
2024', held alongside the
eighth edition of the Nation-
al Higher Education Con-
clave in Coimbatore.

Hehighlighted the state’s
efforts in using technology
for competency mapping of
students.

“This initiative will help
identify the specific skills of
each student, enabling us to
address skill gaps more ef-
fectively,” he said.

Gopal emphasised the in-
tegration of technology
with education to prepare

students for the demands of
the evolving job market.

“By combining technolo-
gy with education, weaim to
ensure that our students are
not only academically profi-
cient but also equipped with
skills that industries and
employers seek,” he said.

He noted that young lear-
ners need to excel in emerg-
ing fields such as artificial
intelligence, data science,
robotics and cloud comput-
ing, along with essential soft
skills.

INDUSTRY READY

“Toaddressthisneed, the
Tamil Nadu higher educa-
tion department rolled out a
skillenhancementinitiative
in partnership with techni-
cal leaders. This initiative
offers specialised courses
and certifications,” he add-
ed.

“We are continuously
strengthening partnerships
with industry to make our
graduates more employable
and industryready,” hesaid.

Source: The Times of India, 16 November 2024, p.8

Udhaya bats for
inclusive startup

growthin TN

R Ramesh Shankar

BULLISH: Deputy chief minister Udhayanidhi Stalin launches the

Periyar Social Justice Venture Lab, apart from a host of products for the
startup ecosystem at |IT-M Research Park on Tuesday

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The govtis working
towards building an inclusive
startupecosystem inthestate,
deputy chief minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin said.

“Startup TN's mission is
aligned with the state's social
justice mission. Startups
should be created throughout
Tamil Nadu. It should be cre-
ated by all sections of the peo-
ple,” hesaid.

Hesaid, “This govt created
the SC/ ST startup fund with
the aim of creating entrepre-
neurs from oppressed com-
munities. The govt increased
the allocation of SC/ST fund
from 230 crore in 2023 to 50
crore, following a huge re-
sponse and success of that
scheme.”

The state govt will soon
provide funding aid for star-
tups founded by transgenders
and thedisabled, he said.

At the StartupTN event at
IIT Madras Research Park on
Tuesday, he launched Periyar
Social Justice Venture Lab, an
acceleration programme for
socialand climateenterprises
and entrepreneurs from SC/
ST communities. He also
launched Thozhil Nayam, a
design studio aiming to help

direct-to-consumer (D2C)
startups list on e-commerce
platforms.

He said the contribution
of startups is as important as
large enterprises inachieving
thestate’s trillion-dollar econ-
omy goal.

With the aim of providing
global exposure and connec-
tion to companies operating
in the state, the Tamil Nadu
govt has established a global
startup coordination centre
in Dubai. Similar centres will
soon be established in Singa-
pore and the US, the deputy
chief minister said.

The Tamil Nadu govt is fa-
cilitating companies toaccess
international markets
through participation in exhi-
bitions, he said, citing recent
examples of govt sponsoring
19 startups from Tamil Nadu
to take part in Dubai's GITEX
event.

Udhayanidhi then pre-
sented sanction lettersfor pre-
incubation centres. Star-
tupTN plans toestablish these
centres in smaller cities. Star-
tupTN also exchanged memo-
randum of understandings
(MoUs) with organisations
such as NSRCEL, ARAI - AM-
TIF, and Daimler India Com-
mercial Vehicles at the event.

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2024, p.4
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Stalin inaugurates
158-crore Elcot IT
Tower in Coimbatore

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday inaugurated an
Elcot IT Tower at Vilankur-
ichi in Coimbatore. The
2.94-1akh square foot facili-
ty, built at a cost of T158.32
crore, will generate em-
ployment for about 3,500
youth.

Mr. Stalin handed over
allocation letters to IT com-
panies that will occupy
space at the Tower.

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said the develop-
ment of the Tower, which
was announced in 2020,
was delayed because of the
irregularities in the pre-
vious AIADMK govern-

ment. The DMK govern-
ment took the steps
required to open the facili-
ty. The entire IT space at
the facility had already got
occupants, he said.

Elcot has additional
land at the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Vilankuri-
chi. If the Chief Minister
approves, it will construct
buildings there to meet the
demand for IT office space
in Coimbatore, he said.

Elcot Managing Director
R. Kannan told mediaper-
sons that space had been
allocated to seven compa-
nies now, and a small sec-
tion of the Tower would be
earmarked as a co-working
space.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Source: The Hindu, 6 November 2024, p.1 & 8

From Page One

Stalin inaugurates
158-crore Elcot IT
Tower in Coimbatore

The 61.59-acre Special Economic Zone at Vilan-
kurichi has a Tidel Park and the newly inaugurat-
ed Elcot IT Tower.

Two more IT Towers

There are 17.17 acres of additional vacant land,
and Elcot plans to build two more IT towers at a
sum of ¥2,000 crore, which includes land acquisi-
tion cost. The additional IT space will generate
jobs for about 35,000 people, the Minister said.

Defence Components Park

At the function, the Chief Minister also handed ov-
er land allocation letters to 10 companies in the
aerospace and defence sectors that will set up ma-
nufacturing facilities on 43.75 acres at the Defence
Components Manufacturing Park at Varapatti in
Coimbatore.

A release from the Tamil Nadu Industrial Deve-
lopment Corporation said the Tamil Nadu De-
fence Industrial Corridor aims at making the State
a leading aerospace and defence manufacturing
hub. The State government had announced the
development of the Defence Components Manu-
facturing Park, over 380 acres, at a cost of 3315
crore. Of these, 260 acres would be allocated to
industries for setting up manufacturing facilities.

World-class infrastructure

The Park will be equipped with world-class infras-
tructure, including power and water supply, road
connectivity and a plug and play facility to sup-
port high-capacity manufacturing and service op-
erations, it said.
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Stalin announces plans for
jewellery park in Coimbatore

The 126-crore park will be set up at Kurichi. The Chief Minister also lays the foundation
for Thanthai Periyar Library, to be constructed at Gandhipuram at a cost of 3300 crore

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

amil Nadu Chief Mi-
T nister M.K. Stalin
on Wednesday un-

veiled plans to establish a
T126-crore jewellery indus-
trial park in Coimbatore, in
response to requests from
the Coimbatore Gold Je-

wellery  Manufacturers’
and Goldsmiths’
Association.

“This jewellery park will
be established at Kurichi in
Coimbatore, a key centre
in the global gold jewellery
industry, at an investment
of 7126 crore. The park will
be equipped with all essen-
tial facilities, including a
testing laboratory affiliated
to the National Accredita-
tion Board for Testing and
Calibration Laboratories
(NABL). It is expected to
generate direct employ-
ment for 2,000 people and
indirect employment for
1,500 people,” he said.

Mr. Stalin was speaking
at an event in which he laid
the foundation for the
Thanthai Periyar Library,
to be set up at a cost of
3300 crore on 1,98,000
sq.ft on the Coimbatore jail
ground at Gandhipuram.
“This library will provide
the city’s future genera-
tions with a space for
learning. It will open in Ja-
nuary 2026,” he said.

The Chief Minister also
announced plans for a
multi-modal logistics park
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Fostering knowledge: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin virtually laying the foundation for the Thanthai Periyar
Library in Coimbatore on Wednesday. M. PERIASAMY

at an investment of 3300
crore, and an aviation tech-
nology park at a cost of
3220 crore. “The multi-mo-
dal logistics park and the
aviation technology park
are set to be developed
near Sulur,” he said.

IT park

“Additionally, a large infor-
mation technology park
will be constructed on 17.17
acres near the ELCOT SEZ
at Tidel Park. It will create
jobs for approximately
36,000 people and boost
Coimbatore’s  economy
and development,” he

Source: The Hindu, 7 November 2024, p.6

said. “The Avinashi Road
flyover will be extended
from Chinniyampalayam
to Neelambur, a stretch of
5 km, at an estimated cost
of I600 crore,” Mr. Stalin
added.

“To reduce human-ani-
mal conflict due to move-
ment of elephants in Thon-
damuthur, modern
elephant-resistant barriers
will be installed on a 10-km
stretch at a cost of 37
crore,” he said.

Mr. Stalin also spoke
about the development of
an integrated drinking wa-
ter supply project, worth
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326 crore, for the benefit of
38 villages in the Kottur,
Vettaikaranpudur and
Udaiyakulam town pan-
chayats, and in the Anama-
lai panchayat union.

He outlined a project,
worth Z51 crore, to provide
integrated drinking water
supply to 295 villages
across the Pollachi North,
Pollachi South, and Kinath-
ukadavu panchayat un-
ions.

The Chief Minister also
announced a I200-crore
project to repair roads in
the Coimbatore Corpora-
tion.



CMOPENS 2.9L SQFT ELCOT IT PARK

Six-storey facility has been constructed in Coimbatore at a cost of 7158 crore, over 3,500 people likely to get jobs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Coimbatore

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin in-
augurated ELCOT [T Park at
Vilankurichi in the district on
Tuesday. The 2.94 Jakh sqft six-
storey IT park, constructed at
a cost of ¥158.32 crore, is ex-
pected to generate 3,500 jobs.

The building has two base-
ments for parking, and has of-
fice space on the ground floor.
It also has eight lifts, facilities
for fire fighting, telecommuni-
cation, rainwater harvesting,
30,000-litre capacity diesel stor-
age tank that could help oper-
ate generator for 72 hours, an
underground water tank with
the capacity to store & lakh li-
tres, an overhead water tank of
1.35 lakh litre capacity, and 130
kilo litres per day (KLD) sew-
age treatment plant.

After inaugurating the build-
ing, the CM handed over lease
allotment orders to several in-
formation technology compa-
nies at the event.

In his welcome address, Min-
ister of Information Technol-
ogy PTR Palanivel Thiaga Ra-
jan said, “Though the IT Park
was announced in 2020, the
work had been stalled due to
several irregularities. The
work progressed after the gov-
ernment addressed those is-
sues. The park will help 3,500
people get jobs.” Citing the
space requirement for IT of-
fices in Coimbatore, he ap-
pealed to the CM to accord per-
mission for constructing
additional buildings for IT
parks on the premises,

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 November 2024, p.4

COIMBATORE

—

g\mi ¢ A

e
N LA

Chie! Minister MK Stalin inaugurating ELCOT IT Park at Vilankurich in Coimbatore

district on Tuesday | expwess

Managing Director of EL-
COT R Kannan said the depart-
ment has plans to construct
two more buildings in the re
maining 17.17 acres of land at
a cost 22,000 crore, including
T240 crore land cost. “If the
project gets government sanc-
tion, the work will be started.
Omnce it is completed, as many
as 35,000 people could be given
employment, In the new EL-
COT building, seven IT compa-
nies were handed over allot-
ment orders during the event,
Under the co-working system,

allotment would be given to
startup IT companies,” he
sabd.

Municipal Administration
Minister KN Nehru, PWD Min-
ister EV Velu, Electricity Min-
ister V Senthil Balaji and In-
dustries Minister TRB Rajaa
participated in the event.

Stalin’s convoy took almost
an hour to reach the venue,
which is just 4 km from Coim-
batore International Airport,
as hundreds of DMK cadre
lined up along the route to offer
a warm welcome to him.

Stalin visits goldsmith workshop,
says all demands will be fulﬁ]led

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
& Coimbatore

CM MK Stalin visited a gold-
smith’s workshop at Kempatty
Colony to know first hand the
issues the workers of the jewel-
lery-making industry face.
The district is home to over
2,000 gold jewel manufacturing
units and 40,000 home-based
jewellery making workshops.
With over 1.5 lakh individuals
involved in gold jewellery mak-
ing in the district, the gold-
smiths have been facing nu-
merous issues such as safety
concerns at workshops, finan-
cial assistance to expand the
manufacturing units and test-
ing the gold among other

facilities,

Meanwhile, the office-bear-
ers of various gold jewellery
making workers and gold-
smiths associations gave petl-

aﬁ- c
) Chief Minister

MK Stalin
Interacting
with gold
jewel
manufacturers
in Coimbatore
on Tuesday
| Expmess

tions, and the CM assured them
of action. Stalin also inspected
the work of 223-er workers’
hostel at SIDCO industrial
estate.
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DMK will retain power
in 2026, says Stalin

Coimbatore; The DMK will
return to power after the
Assembly elections in 2026,
Chief Minister MK Stalin said,
attributing his statement to
the massive response from
people during his visit to
Coimbatore on Tuesday.
Stalin was talking to media
persons after addressing
party functionaries at a
marriage hall in Podanur
here, Responding to a query
on jewellery manufacturers
and goldsmiths' demand to
set up a jewellery park in the
city during their meeting with
him, Stalin said the
government would consider
their demand. Stalin also
asked cadre to allot two
hours a day and a day during
weekends for party-related
work. ENS



Stalin inaugurates IT park in Kovai

More Than
3,000 To Get
Employment

Times News NETWORK

Coimbatore: Chief minis-
ter M K Stalin on Tuesday
inaugurated a new IT park
on the Elcot (Electronics
Corporation of Tamil Na-
du) premises at Vilankuri-
chiin Coimbatore.

Spread over 2.94 lakh
sqft and constructed at a
cost of %158.32 crore, the
new IT park is expected to
provide employment to
3,500 people.

Before reaching the in-
augural event, Stalin re-
ceived a rousing welcome
from his party cadre and
the public all along the
route from the Coimbatore
international airport.

Some even handed over
petitions and books to the
chief minister when his
convoy stopped at a few
places.

After inaugurating the
new IT park, the chief min-
ister handed over the allot-
ment orders to the private
companiesthat wouldoccu-
pv the IT tower soon.

Speaking at the event,
minister for information

o

FAST FORWARDING: New IT park at Vilankurichi Elcot premises

technology and digital ser-
vices Palanivel Thiaga Ra-
jansaid the constructionof
the IT park was stopped in
the previous AIADMK re-
gime because of some ir-
regularities.

“After a series of strug-
gles, the building was con-
structed. The IT tower
building has received 100%
occupancy,” he added.

100% OCCUPANCY

“Thereisahugedemand
for space toset up IT offices
in Coimbatore city.

We received demands
from many people to con-
struct additional buildings
on the vacantland of Elcot.

The details will be sub-
mitted to the chief minis-
ter. After getting approval
from the chief minister,
work on the additional

Source: The Times of India, 6 November 2024, p.7

building will begin,” the
minister said.

Ministers KN Nehru,
EV Velu, V Senthil Balaji,
TRB Rajaa, and chief secre-
tary N Muruganandam par-
ticipated in the event.

Later speaking to re-
porters, Elcot managing di-
rector R Kannan said, “We
are going to create at least
100 seats of coworking
spaceat theIT tower.”

He said Elcot plans to
construct two more IT tow-
ers on the 17.17 acres of va-
cantlandonthe Elcot prem-
1ses in Vilankurichi at a
costof 22,000 crore.

It will have 26 lakh sqft
of space, and these two IT
towers will generate 35,000
new jobs in Coimbatore.

“Once the chief minis-
ter approves, we will start
constructing the two tow-
ers,” Kannansaid.
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TN sanctions 329c¢r to expand
industrial infra in Trichy;
footwear park to create jobs

Deepak.Karthik@timesofindia.com

Trichy: To meet the rising demand for
industrial land in the Manapparai Sip-
cot area of Trichy district, the state gov-
ernment has sanctioned ¥29 crore to en-
hance infrastructure in the industrial
park. This includes constructing new
roads withdrainageand settingupawa-
ter supply network.

As the non-leather footwear sector
continues to grow in Perambalur Sip-
cot, driven by the availability of a large
workforce, a new 100-acre industrial
park will be developed in Padalur along
the Chennai-Trichy highway as an ex-
tension facility. In Manapparai, Sipcot
management stated that only a portion
of thel,096acresavailablealongthe Tri-
chy-Dindigul national highway was ini-
tially developed and marketed.

However, since Jabil, an electronic
manufacturing services provider and
Apple supplier, announced an invest-
ment, interest in Manapparai Sipcot
and its dedicated food park has surged.
To prepare the remaining areas for in-
dustrial use, 29 crore has been sanc-
tioned for Phase Il infrastructure devel-
opment.

Additionally, the Tamil Nadu Water
Supply and Drainage (TWAD) Board
hasallocated 249 croretoestablishaper-
manent water supply network, sourc-
ing 7 MLD water from the Cauvery. In
the interim, a temporary water supply
of 2.5 MLD from TNPLin Manapparai is
expected to be operational by Dec 2024.

Source: The Times of India, 7 November 2024, p.4

R Baskar

FORGING AHEAD: Undevelﬂpd ara of
Sipcot industrial park at Manapparai in
Trichy

“Enquiries for Manapparai Sipcot
are increasing, especially from engi-
neering and chemical companies. The
improved connectivity through Trichy
International Airport and recent in-
frastructure upgrades are also contrib-
uting factors,” a senior Sipcot official
said.

Meanwhile, the 243-acre footwear
hub at Eraiyur Sipcot in Perambalur
districthasattracted international non-
leather footwear companies. In re-
sponse to the strong investor interest,
Sipcot is setting up a new industrial
park in Padalur as an extension site for
the Eraiyur Sipcot.

The Padalur facility will focus on
non-leather footwear manufacturing,
creating job opportunities for rural
women. The municipal administration
department has approved funds to sup-
ply 1.6 MLD water from the Kollidam to
Padalur for industrial use.
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Z1K-crfootwear unit gets off ground

CM lays foundation for Taiwan plant, launches 2nd phase of nutrition scheme for kids, moms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Arivalur

CM MEK Stalin on Friday laid the
foundation stone for a manufac-
turing unit of Taiwanese foot-
wear major Dean Shoes at the
SIPCOT Park in Jayankondam.
The first ever company in the in-
dustrial park is being set up atan
investment of 1,000 crore and
aims to generate 15,000 jobs.

The CMalso launched the sec-
ond phase of ‘Ootachathai
Uruthi Sei’ — a nutrition pro-
gramme for babies and mothers
— carrying an allocation of 22
crore, at the anganwadi centre in
Varanavasi the same day.

Later, Stalin participated in a
government event at Kollapuram
where he inaugurated 507
projects, completed at a cost of
FH7.94 crore, in Arivalur and Per-
ambalur. He laid the foundation
for 53 projects coming up in both
the districtsat a total cost of 120
crore. Stalin also distributed
welfare assistance to the tune of
F174 crore to 21,862 beneficiaries
from both the districts.

Addressing the gathering, Sta-
lin said, “In the three-and-a-half
vear rule of the DME, we signed
MoUs to bring in investments
worth 10 lakh crore which
would generate 31 lakh jobs. We

Chief Minister M K Stalin said on Friday that Tamil Madu is going through a

renaissance in industrial development under the DMK government| express

are making all arrangements for
the firms to set themselves up at
the earliest.”

Commenting that he wasnota
person who thinks that his duty
is toonly announce schemes and
allocate funds for them, and en-
trust their implementation in
the hands of officials, the CM
said, “I have been undertaking
field inspections to ensure their
timely implementation.”

Taking a dig at ATADMEK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K Palan-
iswami, he said, “The trust and
love people have on me and the

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 November 2024, p.4

DMK are causing unrest in Pal-
aniswami. He keeps unleashing
lies to the media every day fear-
ing that people may forget
him.”

Ruestioning Palaniswami’s
claims of having brought in in-
vestments worth 3 lakh crore to
when he was CM, Stalin alleged
that the previous government
through “corruption and com-
mission” drove away those who
came to the state to invest.

“Our government has brought
back many such investors. Now,
Tamil Nadu is going through a
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‘Empty announcements’

Chennai: BJP leader K Annamalai
on Friday accused the DMK of
making empty announcements.
Taking to X', Annamalai quoted
an RTI response to say that
following an announcerment that
an MoU has been signed for
Taiwan's High Glory footwear to
invest ¥2,302 crore in Kallakurichi,
not a single stone has been laid
even after 20 months of the
announcement. The govt said
¥#6,000 crore investments were
brought in following CM's Dubai
visit, but not even ¥60 crore
worth of investments have been
realised, Annamalai claimed. ENS

renaissance in industrial devel-
opment,” he said.

Further, the CM announced
that an integrated court complex
for Arivalur will be set up a cost
of 101 crore. TNIE had on No-
vember 15 published a report
flagging the delay in construe-
tion of anew district court.

Earlier, Chidambaram MP
and VCK leader Thol Thirumav-
alavan remarked, “The back-
ward districts of Arivalur and
Perambalur have gained the
CM’s attention and are develop-
ing now.”



CM: Govt will bear edu cost of kids of
crackerunit staff whodieinblasts

A SIPCOT industrial park will be built on 400 acres in Aruppukottai at 350 cr, says Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Virudhunagar

A day after inspecting a fire-
cracker manufacturing unit in
Virudhunagar where the work-
ers urged Chief Minister MK
Stalin to ensure a steady future
for their kids, he announced
that the government would
bear the education expenses of
children of workers who die in
cracker unit blasts.

The beneficiaries would be
finalised by a committee
formed at the district level, un-
der the leadership of the col-
lector, and their education ex-
penses (till higher education)
would be taken care of, Stalin
said on Sunday, adding that the
government will initially allo-
cate 5 crore for the purpose.

On the second day of his vis-
it, Stalin also announced that a
SIPCOT industrial park would
be built on 400 acres in Arup-
pukottai for 350 crore, gener-
ating nearly 10,000 jobs.

Highlighting projects like
the Kalaignar Centenary Li-
brary, Kalaignar Centenary
Jallikattu Arena and Kalaig-
nar Centenary Super Specialty

all —

Chief Minister MK Stalin distributing welfare measures to beneficiaries at an event in Virudhunagar on Sunday | expeess

Hospital, Stalin took on Oppo-
sition leader Edappadi K Pal-
aniswami who alleged that the
government allocated crores
of rupees to schemes that are
not beneficial for the people
and also named projects after
DMK patriarch M
Karunanidhi.

Addressing the gathering at
Pattampudhur, Stalin said, “In-
stead of naming welfare
projects after ‘Kalaignar’, who
worked tirelessly for 80 vears
for the people of Tamil Nadu,
should the government use the
name of the opposition leader
who ‘crawled like a cockroach’
for power.”

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 November 2024, p.4

“While Virudhunagar dis-
trict has been excelling in vari-
ous sectors such as match-
sticks, firecrackers and
printing, agriculture depends
on rainfall and kanmois. Con-
sidering the welfare of farm-
ers, dams and kanmois in Kari-
apatti and Tiruchuli will be
upgraded at ¥17 crore. A new
dam worth %21 crore will be
built on the south river in Kari-
apatti. Several waterbodies in
the region, including Kowsika
River in Virudhunagar and
Kanjampatti Kanmoi in Arup-
pukottai will be restored at $41
crore,” he said.

He also noted that in the last

three years, 257 roadworks
have been completed across
panchavats in the district.
“Nearly 97% of students who
passed class 12 in the district
were enrolled in higher educa-
tion due to prominent schemes
such as the Pudhumai Penn. In
comparison, the national aver-
age is 33%.” he said.

Earlier in the day, Stalin in-
augurated the new Virudhuna-
gar district collectorate com-
plex built at a cost of ¥77.12
crore and 34 other projects in
the district worth $21.36 crore.
He also provided assistance
worth $471.21 crore for 57,556
beneficiaries at an event.

A LEAF OUT OF TN’S EXPORT PLAYBOOK: LESSONS FOR OTHERS

SAKSHI GARG

NDIA'S export perform-
ance faced a setback in FY
2024, with merchandise
exports contracting by
3.1% year-on-year to US§ 437.1
billion impacted by factors such
as lackluster global demand,
geopolitical disruptions, and
declining commodity prices.
Exports from four of India’s top
five exporting states saw con-
tractions in FY 2024. Gujarat’s
exports fell by 10% to US$ 134.4
billion, Maharashtra’s by 7.2%
to US$ 67.2 billion, Karnataka's
by 4.7% to US$ 26.6 billion, and
Uttar Pradesh's by 5.1% to US§
20.6 billion in FY 2024.
On the other hand, Tamil

Nadu, India’s third largest ex-
porting state, stood out for its
export performance with ex-
ports reaching US§$ 43.6 billion,
marking a growth of 7.1% in FY
2024. The state’s share in India’s
merchandise exports rose from
8.3% in FY 2022 to 10% in FY

FOOT

2024. Unlike many other top
performing states, Tamil Nadu’s
export basket is dominated by
industrial goods including high-
tech goods which lead to high
value addition and are relative-
1y less impacted by commodity
prices.

Over the years, Tamil Nadu
has emerged as theleader inex-
ports of several manufactured
product categories. The state is
theleading exporter of telecom
instruments, with a share of
about 44% in India’s total ex-
ports of the product group dur-
ing FY 2024. Similarly, it was the
leading exporter of, inter alia,
cotton garments (40%), gar-
ments of other textiles (38%),
motor vehicles (37%), auto com-
ponents (32%), electronic ma-
chinery and equipment (32%),
and leather footwear (48% ) dur-
ing FY 2024.

Besides the evident location-
al advantages that Tamil Nadu
enjoys, there are several other
favourable factors driving the

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 November 2024, p.2

51SEZs

TN had 515EZs as on the
close of the last fiscal, the
highest inthe country. These
clusters benefit from fiscal
incentives, smooth movement
of goods, efficient processes,
and strong logistics

growth of manufacturing and
exports from the state. Tamil
Nadu had 51 operational Spe-
cial Economic Zones as on the
close of the last financial year,
the highest in the country
These clusters benefit from fis-
cal incentives, smooth move-
ment of goods, efficient proe-
esses, and strong logistics.

Several clusters in sectors with
high export potential, namely;
apparels, furniture, medical de-
vices, electric vehicles, elec-
tronics, and footwear are at dif-
ferent stages of development in
the state.

Tamil Nadu was ranked first
in NITI Aayog's Export Prepar-
edness Index 2022, demonstrat-
ing excellent performance
in the pillars of export
promotion policy, insti-
tutional framework,
export infrastructure,
and transport connec-
tivity There is heavy
emphasis laid on
building robust in-
frastructure and
smooth last mile
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connectivity across all the in-
dustrial zones.

The state was also among the
top ranked states in the latest
edition of NITI Aayog's India
Innovation Index.It hasan R&D
policy in place which aims at
transforming the state into a
knowledge-based economy by
creating knowledge infrastruc-

ture including innovation
clusters, hi-tech corridors,
knowledge cities, re-
search parks, and cen-
tres of excellence in
sunrisesectors, among
others. The state has
also revamped its
Startup and Innova-
tion Policy with
the aim of emerg-

ing as one of the top 20 global

startup destinations by 2032.
Overall, Tamil Nadu's export
performance in FY 2024 vis a
vis other states demonstrates
that to accelerate export growth
and withstand unprecedented
shocks, it is imperative for
states to diversify their export
baskets, build manufacturing
capabhilities in high-value goods,
invest in trade supporting in-
frastructure and focus on creat-
ing a knowledge-based

economy.

[Footnote is a weekly column
that discusses issues relating to
Tamil Nadu]

(The author is an economist
with India Exim Bank)



Tyre companies are back with fresh investments, but TN needs to
offer more than locational advantage and policy handholding

NDAY BRIEFING

Ather launches
warranty scheme

V two-wheeler company Ather

Energy has introduced ‘Eight70TM
Warranty’ for its Ather 450 series and
Rizta scooters, in collaboration with
Reliance General Insurance. It provides
coverage for up to eight years or 80,000
km, 70% battery health assurance and
full coverage against manufacturing
defects and failures. - TNN

0z digitech trade mission
visits Chennai

19-member Australian digitech trade

mission visited Chennai last week to
showcase solutions across technology
domains. Abdul Ekram, trade and
investment commissioner-South Asia,
Australian Trade and Investment
Commission, said, “Through this mission,
we aim to unlock opportunities for Indian
tech leaders, entrepreneurs, and industry
stakeholders to engage with Australian
technology. - TNN

Pravartak offers training

for developers
P ravartak Technologies has partnered
with Codenatives, a US-based IT
company, for sales force B2C commerce
developer training programme for
professionals. It will be 70 hours of online
instructor-led sessions spread across
eight weeks. It also has another 130
hours of hands-on practice. -Tnn

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

s an automotive hub, Tamil
Nadu has deeply entrenched
and well-developed tyre man-
ufacturing capabilities. It is
now tapping into that ecosys-
tem to attract incremental
investments from tyre companies that have

long been present

Tamil Nadu offers a
compelling investment

environment due to its integrated
automotive ecosystem, superior

infrastructure and supportive
olicies — Anshuman Singhania | MD,
Industries

Two months
ago,
French

inTN.

tyre  READY TO MOVE: Tyre majors are betting big on TN

major Michelin announced it will set up a new
plant in Tiruvallur. “We are investing 564
crore in this phase which will also generate
up to 200 additional jobs,” says Shantanu
Deshpande, MD, Michelin India. “This
investment is over and above the
existing investment of 32,840 crore
in the country,” he adds. CEAT,
which has invested alittle more
than 2,500 crore in the past
five years, is planning to in-
vest another 21,500 crore in
a few years says Kumar
Subbiah, CFO, CEAT.

The state govt has

port minimises the logistics cost for import of
raw material and export of finished goods,”
says Gaurav Kumar, CFO, Apollo Tyres.
Others like Michelin are rooting for mak-
ing Tamil Nadu a green tyre hub. “The state
govt has taken several measures to encourage
decarbonisation and emissions reduction.
Chennai is one of our most technologically
advanced and green plants,” says Deshpande.
The clean energy angle is something other
tyre companies are also working for. CEAT
‘would like to get more clean energy to make
operations more sustainable, says Subbiah.
“About 57% of Tamil Nadu'’s installed en-
ergy capacity coming from renewable sources

been quick to see thisas  such as wind and solar. This commitment to
an in and em- i ili the state’s appeal to
ployment tunity It  industri to reduce their carbon foot-
is working closely with  print,” says Rajaa. Under the Tamil Nadu In-
these playerstosupport — dustrial Policy 2021 (TNIP), companies get

both expansion and
new investments, says

incentives to establish captive power plants.
Tyre companies acknowledge the govt’s

industriesminister TR pro-active approach, but say a little more needs
B Rajaa. “Tamil Nadu to be done. “We would like to see some state
haslongbeenahubfor policies around incentivising the local manu-

tyre manu- facturers linked to invest-
facturing, FOR A F"_I_IP ments, low-cost financing
with leading schemes and development of
companiessuchasCEAT,  vocational training centres,” says JK’s Sing-
Apollo Tyres, MRF Tyres, hania. ‘Additionally, govt can help in acquiring

‘Yokohama, TVS Srichakra,  land for large manufacturing facilities.”
Emerald Resilient Tyres, Others are looking for financial benefits.

Michelin, and JK Tyres ex-  “Industry is looking at getting subsidy from
panding operations in the the govt for new investments in R&D,” says

state. Over the last few years, Apollo Tyres’ Gaurav Kumar. The state can
h i also facilitate schy

and initiated si; projects, al y Mission and
many of which are now in various National Apprenticeship Promotion
stages of implementation,” he adds. Scheme, which will help TN youth

Most tyre companies are already ~ getexposuretoindustryheadds. £#7
long-term investors in TN and understand Sector-specific incentives 5' &

its . “TN offers a ing in-  arekey given the carrots being =: ,'
vestment environment due to its integrated  offered by other states. JK is SN
automotive ecosystem, superior infraandsup-  expanding its Banmore (MP) = .
portive govt policies,” says Anshuman Sing-  and Laksar (Uttarakhand) = .
hania, MD, JK Tyre & Industries. “For JK Tyre,  plants. “Theseare strategi- : '
proximity to natural rubber from Kerala, ac-  cally chosen to take advan- '
cess to port infra, and availability of askilled tage of various incentives :
workforce in TN are integral to strategic offered by state govts,” says 1.
growth plans,” he says. The company has in-  Singhania. ’I
vested about 23,000 crore in its Chennai plant. Tamil Nadu Industrial | “

Those are pretty much the reasons why
other tyre companies are also rooting for TN.
Even those like Apollo Tyres, which now
sources its raw material from across the globe
especially for the high-performance tyres pro-
duced at the Chennai facility. “Proximity to a

Policy 2021 already offers a
structured package of incen-
tives including investment-
linked benefits and support for
expansion. So, the govt is prior-
itising workforce development.

govt
JK Tyre

AUTO RETAILS TURN
RED IN.OCT FOR TAMIL NADU

A uto retail sales in Tamil
Nadu in Oct lagged behind

the national average with most of;rgﬂ);flzgls(ers \
segments turning red except are up nearl

three-wheelers. While overall )

retail sales were down nearly o

11% in Tamil Nadu, nationally o

overall retail sales were up Dealers say the reasons

11% riding on festival demand.
Nationally, sales of two-
wheelers were up 13.5%, three-
wheelers up 8.2%, CVs flat at
0.5%, PVs up 6.6%, but tractors
were down 7.4%.

In Tamil Nadu, sales of two-
wheelers were down 9.4%, CVs
down 12.5%, PVs down nearly

N 21% and tractors down 2%.

could be logistics

logjam, advanced
purchase in Septand a
mild festival demand

sentiment in
the south.

Source: The Times of India, 25 November 2024, p.2
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or nearly a year, this startup moved from a
F swanky 7,500 sqft office in Chennai and

squeezed into a 2,500 sqft single-storey house
in Trichy. The 50-member corporate team gave up
chairs and tables and agreed to sit cross-legged on
the floor with laptops so that all employees could be
accommodated in one-third the space. The effort was
to understand the semi-urban and rural markets
where the company had launched operations.

B2C supply chain platform Wheelocity, launched
in April 2022, takes fresh vegetables and groceries
ine-rickshaws to the doorsteps of customers in 3,500
towns and villages in the central districts of Tamil
Nadu every day. So far, it has covered about one mil-
lion customers. “While the urban centres and their
suburbs are served well by retailers and g-commerce
companies, such a network was absent in smaller
towns and villages. That’s where we found our mar-
ket,” says Selvam VMS, founder and CEO of Whee-
locity Trichy was selected as a launchpad. The team
is bullish about replicating the model in the rest of
Tamil Nadu and across the country.

‘Wheelocity's success can be traced to its found-
ers’ experience at a B2B supplier to g-commerce

companies all over India. Selvam was one of the
co-founders of this Chennai-based company. Senthil
Kumar A, who was in operations and logistics roles
at leading companies including Hindustan Coca-
Cola Beverages in Bengaluru, joined the company
to head its operations.

The two of them got inspiration to start Wheeloc-
ity after a visit in 2021 to an agritec company that
was operating in the fruits and vegetable supply

chain space. “We were fascinated by the
dimensions of the supply chain that car-
ried fruits and vegetables,” says Senthil
Kumar; cofounder and COO of Wheeloc-
ity “It required new levels of expertise.
And we had to go through the steep
learning curve quickly,” he adds.
Post-Covid, g-commerce com-
STARTUP panies were gaining momentum
STO RY and Selvam and Senthil Kumar
launched ‘Wheelocity’. “We con-
tacted gq-commerce firms and
explained our expertise in the fruits and vegetables
supply chain. A year later, we realised that this eco-
system has been built strongly in the cities, but not
in tier-4 towns and rural hamlets, which were a big-
ger market. We decided to become a B2C company
and wound up the B2B vertical,” says Selvam.
The shift to Trichy in Aug 2023 followed. To their
surprise, there was no attrition of staff when the
shift was announced. A couple of months later,
they started selling fruits, vegetables and groceries
one-rickshaw carts. About 1,500 e-vehicles traverse
the lanes of towns and villages with a jingle that
alerts households to their arrival.
This June, the company again opened a swanky
office at Olympia Cyberspace in Guindy while re-
taining the Trichy office. It is looking to expand
operations across south India. The startup has an-
nounced the raising of $15 million for the purpose.
It is looking to expand to about 20,000 villages over
the next 12-14 months, targeting a user base of 10
million consumers.

The core team still shuttles between Chennai
and Trichy every other week. A portion of the work-
space in Chennai also features seating on the floor
for employees, whose number has more than doubled
to 120. “We are looking at expanding our product
category to all types of essentials and apparels,” says

Selvam.

P SELvam VM | Founder & CEO

pic: R Ramesh Shankar

THE S-FILES

THEY'VE TAKEN
Q-COMMERCE

TO VILLAGES

e

While the
urbhan
centres and
their
suburbs are
served well
by retailers
and

g-commerce
compuanies,
such a
network
was absent
in smaller
towns and
villages.
That's
where we
found our
market

— SELVAM VMS,
Founder & CEO



Green mobility gets a festival boost in Oct as
total EV registrations soar past 2-lakh mark

e
G Balachandar
| Chennai

The festival month of Octo-
ber delivered a significant
boost to green mobility, set-
ting a new milestone in elec-
tric vehicle (EV) sales. The
total monthly EV registra-
tions (including all categor-
ies) surpassed a record-
breaking 200,000 units. Di-
wali celebrations and other
festivities during the month
propelled  sales  across
segments.

During the month, total
EV registrations reached an
all-time high of 2.18 lakh
units, marking the highest
monthly volume recorded to
date. This represents a signi-
ficant increase from 1.6 lakh
registrations in September
2024 and 1.4 lakh units in
October 2023. The previous
peak was set in March this
year at 2.13 lakh units, driven
by pre-buying activity ahead
of changes in the subsidy
scheme..

CHARGING UP

© Ola leads the market with 42,000 units sold in October

© TVS Motor regained second place with 30,000 units
sold, thanks to the compeutwely priced iQube 2.2 kwn
while Bajag Auto followed with 28,190 units

© Ather !anrgy recorded nearly 16,000 registrations

0 Hero MotoCorp and Greaves Electric saw sales
increase, reachmg 7 310 units and 3,990 umts ;

respect:vely

The electric two—wheeler
market set a new record with
1.39 lakh units sold in Octo-
ber, surpassing the previous
peak of 1.08 lakh units in July
2024, according to Vahan
data.

OLA ELECTRIC TOPS

Ola Electric maintained its
leadership position, register-
ing sales of nearly 42,000
units in October — a signific-
ant increase from 24,700
units in September and
23900 units in October
2023. The company attrib-
uted the growth to its ex-
panding product line-up and

Source: Business Line, 2 November 2024, p.2

ramp-up in sales network,
especially in Tier-2 and
Tier-3 cities.

A recent report by HSBC
Securities and Capital Mar-
kets noted improvements in
Ola’s service quality, with a
20-30 per cent month-on-
month reduction in service
backlogs. However, backlogs
remain above optimal levels
due to challenges in hiring
skilled technicians despite
increases in service staff at
both large and small service
centres.

TVS Motor regained its
No. 2 position in the electric
two-wheeler segment with

No new EC for hydrocarbon
projects in TN delta: Centre

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Union minister
Kirti Vardhan Singh on
Monday clarified that no
new environmental clea-
rances for hydrocarbon pro-
jects were granted in Tamil
Nadu's Cauvery delta dis-
tricts, specifically in Mayi-
laduthurai and Thanjavur,
in the past five years.

This clarification came
inresponsetoquestionsrai-
sed by Congress member R
Sudha, representing Mayi-
laduthurai, about pending
proposals. The minister
addressed concerns regar-
ding the delta region's pro-
tected status and the Union
govt’s stand on oil and gas
exploration in the agricul-
ture belt.

“Three proposals see-
king environmental clea-
rance for hydrocarbon pro-
jects under B2 category
(onshore and offshore oil
and gas exploration), as per

NO CI.EARANCE

Representative Image

ministry notification dated
Jan1,2020, duringthelastfi-
ve years, are pending with
the state environment im-
pact assessment authority,
Tamil Nadu,” the minister
said, indicating these pro-
posals have not yet received
environmental clearance.
One of the pending pro-
posals is from the Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC), a central public
sector undertaking.
ONGC's proposal involves
drilling 20 exploratory
wells in Ramanathapuram

Source: The Times of India, 26 November 2024, p.6
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district. Another proposal
comes from Vedanta Limi-
ted, focusing on a hydrocar-
bon block off the coast of
Nagapattinam, Cuddalore,
and Villupuram districts in
Tamil Nadu, as well as Kara-
ikaldistrict in Puducherry.

Sudha asked whether a
central policy exists to de-
signate the delta districts as
a protected zone. She asked
about banning oil and gas
exploration projects, given
the state govt’s declaration
of the delta region as a spe-
cial agriculture zone.

Singh responded the mi-
nistry notifies certain areas
as eco-sensitive zones/eco-
sensitive areas.

This is to address the ne-
ed for special protection un-
der the Environment Pro-
tection Act, 1986, based on
the proposals received from
the state govt.

“There is no such propo-
sal received in the ministry
from the state govt,” the mi-
nistersaid.

nearly 30,000 units sold in
October, up from 18,218
units in September. The
company’s launch of a com-
petitively priced iQube 2.2
kWh variant contributed to
this growth. KN Radhakrish-
nan, Director & CEO of TVS,
said the company is focusing
on value-driven pricing
strategies without relying on
discounts.

Bajaj Auto occupied the
third place, having sold
about 28,190 units, up from
about 19,200 units last
month and 9,070 units in Oc-
tober 2023. It also intro-
duced a low-cost variant
Chetak 2903 to drive
volumes.

Ather Energy, which has
filed for a ¥4,500-crore IPO,
recorded nearly 16,000 regis-
trations in October, up from
12,850 units in September.

Other players such as
Hero MotoCorp and Greaves
Electric Mobility also wit-
nessed an increase in electric
two-wheeler sales at 7,310
units (up from 4,320 units in

September) and 3,990 units,
respectively (2,780 units in
September).

ELECTRIC CAR MARKET
The festive month also
brought cheer to the electric
car market as battery-
powered car sales crossed
the 10,000-unit mark for the
first time, reaching about
10,520 units, compared to
6,071 units in September.
Tata Motors led this category
with over 6,100 units sold in
October, followed by JSW
MG Motor, which reported a
little over 2,500 units.

The electric three-wheeler
segment also saw arise in de-
mand, with registrations in-
creasing to 67,170 units, up
from 62,900 units in Septem-
ber, an increase of 7 per cent.

With major players ex-
panding their sales and ser-
vice networks and focusing
on competitive pricing for
their products, the EV mar-
ket is likely to maintain
growth in the coming
months.

P



‘“Transmission system under
the Green Energy Corridor
Scheme-II planned for T.N.

According to a CEA report, under the scheme, 19 GW of renewable energy capacity is planned to

be integrated into the transmission system within States; 4,000 MW is envisaged for Tamil Nadu

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

transmission  sys-
Atem at a cost of
719.76 crore is

planned for Tamil Nadu
under the Green Energy
Corridor-1I (GEC-I)
Scheme, the National
Transmission plan report
released by the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA)
under the Union Ministry
of Power has said.

Under the scheme,
about 19 gigawatts (GW) of
renewable energy capacity
is planned to be integrated
into the transmission sys-
tem within States, it said.
For Tamil Nadu, 4,000
MW of renewable energy
capacity addition is envis-
aged, targeting a transmis-
sion line of 624 circuit kilo-
metres (ckm) and 2,200
Sub-stations (MVA).

Detailed project reports
(DPR) for the transmission
schemes have already
been prepared by the res-
pective States. The total
project cost previously
stood at ¥12,031.33 crore,
with a Central Financial
Assistance (CFA) of
33,970.34 crore (33% of the
project cost).

Subsequently, some
States had sought a revi-
sion of the transmission
schemes under the GEC-II
Scheme, and it had been
approved by the Union Mi-

Alternative source: The transmission system is planned at a cost of ¥719.76 crore. Under the GEC-|
Scheme, for Tamil Nadu, renewable energy capacity addition of 2.20 GW was envisaged. FILE PHOTO

nistry for New and Renew-
able Energy.

However, the CFA shall
be limited to what is ap-
proved by the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs for a particular
State.

The remaining project
cost will be met through
loans from institutions
such as the KfW/REC/PFC,
the report added.

Under the Green Energy

Source: The Hindu, 18 November 2024, p.6

Corridor-I (GEC-I) Scheme,
about 23 GW of renewable
capacity was planned to be
integrated into the intra-
State network, of which
about 18.72 GW have been
commissioned  (till 31
March, 2024).

As on 30 June, 2024,
9,135 ckm of transmission
lines have been construct-
ed, and 21,313 MVA of
transformation capacity,
charged. Of eight States,

Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu have completed all
transmission projects, the
report added.

Under the GEC1
Scheme, for Tamil Nadu,
renewable energy capacity
addition of 2.20 GW was
envisaged. Of this, .77 GW
have been added and 1,068
ckm of transmission line
have been completed, it
pointed out.
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Green trend no bar, power corpn wants
to improve efficiency of thermal plants

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu Power Genera-
tion Corporation (TNPGC), de-
spitefacing challenges in keep-
ing up the Plant Load Factor
{PLF) at its coal-based thermal
power plants, is aiming to im-
prove efficiency by raising the
PLF that indicates how much
of a power plant’s full capacity
is being utilised.

At a time when green energy
is the trend, TNPGC hopes in-
creasing the PLF in its coal
plants will lead to more effec-
tive operations.

The corporation operates
five thermal plants in north
Chennai, Mettur and
Thoothukudi, with a combined
capacity of 4,320 MW. As of
March 31, 2024, the average
PLF across these plants was
67.14%

According to the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA),
thermal plants should ideally
maintain a PLF of 85% for ef-
fective operation. However,
TNPGC has been facing diffi-
culties in reaching this target
due to technical issues and the
increasing shift towards green
energy sources.

A senior TNPGC official told
TNIE, “Over the past two vears,
we have improved our PLF by
7% and aim to raise it by up to
12% by the end of the financial
year. To achieve this, a steady
supply of coal is essential.
While the union government
supplies coal under the fuel
supply agreement, it has also
instructed us to import 6% of
our coal requirement, which
helps in maintaining the PLE”

The official also highlighted
technical challenges impacting
power generation. “Frequent
boiler tube punctures are com-

Power generation at
~ five thermal plants

Technical challenges

The common technical challenge that
impact power generation is frequent
boiler tube punctures, especially in older

.
B

plants. Each time a plant is shut down, it~ | &
takes about 8 to 10 hours to restart and iﬂ |' 5‘_@' f'
resume power generation. This Ll J;"*‘-Lg

downtimesignificantly impacts the

..'.‘.'.'a.h 4 &) \ ' :‘\. A

ability to maintain the PLF.

Q

Owver the past two years, we
have improved our PLF by 7%
and aim to raise it by up to 129
by the end of the financial year.
To achieve this, a steady supply
of coal is essential

—TNPGC official

i

A, Y

maon, especially in older plants.
Each time a plant is shut down,
it takes about 8 to 10 hours to
restart and resume power gen-
eration. This downtime signifi-
cantly impacts our ability to
maintain the PLE" the official
added.

With the growing popularity
of renewable energy, especially
solar, keeping the PLF high in

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 November 2024, p.4
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thermal power plants has be-
come a challenge, another offi-
cial from TNPGC said.

He explained, “Compared to
thermal plants, the cost of so-
lar and wind energy is cheaper
(less than ¥3 per unit). During
the wind season from May to
September, TNFGC prioritises
wind power procurement. So-
lar power is also available

ovember 2024 | Page 26

!

throughout the yvear, which au-
tomatically reduces the needto
run thermal plants at full
capacity.”

However, he noted renewable
energy alone cannot meet the
state's rising power demands.
“It is a high time the PLF in
thermal plants is improved,
and steps are being taken” the
official added.



Tamil Nadu is a pioneer in the country in wind power generation, but
the state needs to do more to tap the abundant potential offshore

Harness the

itions for
¢ and revanie

Source: The Times of India, 11 November 2024, p.2

wind,

D Govardan & Venkadesan S | TNN

amil Nadu is just months
away from the first tender
for 500MW offshore wind
energy. National Institute of
Wind Energy (NIWE) is expected to
float the tenders by March 2025.
But it is behind Gujarat by
at least a year in initia-
tives to tap offshore wind
power, establishing infrastructure and laying
under-sea cables to connect to the onshore grid.

Though the delay is mostly attributed to the
Centre, which is driving the initial 1IGW offshore
power project - 500MW each for Gujarat and TN
— the state needs to push its case for faster im-
plementation. Besides formulating an offshore
wind energy policy, the govt could reach out to
coastal communities toallay fears and enlist them
in this effort that offers substantial employment.

The estimate is that 70GW of offshore wind
energy can be tapped off the Gujarat and TN
coasts. Union govt plans to develop 37TGW-38GW
of offshore wind farms, that could cost ?4.5 lakh
crore, through investment from multiple sources.

Of course, there are both positive and negative
narratives about offshore wind power with some
saying India has vast tracts of land and should
go for solar and onshore wind projects. But pric-
es have gone up 10-15 times for prime wind and
solar areas and it is not easy to acquire land. The
right of way for transporting turbines and blades
is another area of concern.

The right of way issue and land issue com-
pletely dissipate when it comes to offshore wind.
And the pay load factor (PLF) estimate for off-
shore wind power in Tamil Nadu is 60% to 65%,
much higher than the 30%-40% for onshore.

“TN is uniquely positioned for offshore wind
energy generation. The wind is a lot stronger here
than in Gujarat. Wind speeds of 7-8 m/sec, going
up to 10 m/sec and guaranteed for 9-10 months a
year make it similar to conditions in Europe. The
tunnel effect due to Sri Lankan coast allows wind
to come in and also protects the area from major
cyclonic disturbances,” says Srijith Menon, head
- green business, Aban Power Ltd.

Investors see TN as a better option. “Tamil
Nadu is already a pioneer when it comes to wind
energy This is the ‘karma bhoomi’ of wind, which
means the supply chain — turbine, tower and
component manufacturers—is already there, Off-
shore is a new opportunity to transition.”

Of course, the engineering involved will be
different. If Tamil Nadu can fully tap its offshore
wind energy potential, it can replace existing
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at sea

TEST THE WIND

> Tamil Nadu gets first offshore //.—
wind energy test facility at

Dhanushkodi. )
The facility is being set up by the )
National Institute of Wind Energy \\

(NIWE) at a cost of 7350 crore

> It will have two windmills of

8MW capacity and will be used

to perform studies and collect
data

thermal power plants for base power. That will be
a significant cut in carbon emission. Imagine an
entire state being run on renewable power 24x7.
Experts say NIWE has just begun preparing
wind data for TN with specific information such
as accurate wind speed, duration. Gujarat already
has this. “What we have now is just the satellite
data, which is not sufficient for investors to go
ahead. Data has to be collected for two seasons,
comprising six months each, by engaging floating
systems to identify the vantage points to erect
windmills. Only after that can tenders can be
floated,” says a private wind forecaster.
Atarecent industry conference, Rajesh Katy-
al, director-general, NIWE, sought to allay fears
over viability gap funding and infrastructure.
Lessons learned from the first 1IGW projects will
be implemented in subsequent phases, he says.
The contract has already been awarded to the
Power Grid Corporation to erect a transmission
network for 500MW, says Anil Kumar Meena,
general manager of central transmission utility.
Procuring sub-sea cables will be challenge as
there were no manufacturers in India, he says.
But transitioning to manufacturing shouldn’t
be difficult with the state’s existing ecosystem for
engineering design and manufacturing. “Already;
international companies such as Denmark’s Cowi
operate out of Chennai with over 250 engineers
designing offshore structures for the US and
other markets,” says Francis Jayasurya, director
- India, Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC).
Union govt wants to create a separate transmis-
sion network to evacuate power from offshore,
but the state wants to use Tangedco’s infrastruc-
ture as it already has 765kVA transmission net-
work. “From the state, what has to be done has
been done. We have signed an agreement with the
Union govt to purchase power at 24 per unit. Wind
data compilation and ports development are the
prerogative of the Union govt,” says Aneesh
Sekhar, MD, TN Green Energy Corporation.




TN has 2,J50TWh energy potential from ocean waves, finds Incois energy atlas

U.Tejonmayam
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu'’s 1,076 km-
long coastline holds the potential
topowerevery household and meet
future energy demands. An integ-
rated ocean energy atlas shows the
state has an estimated 80,192.4 tera-
watt-hours per annum energy po-
tential from oceans. Developed by
Hyderabad-based National Centre
for Ocean Information Services
(Incois), showing TN with an off-
shore solar and wind energy poten-
tial of 77,901.92 TWh, with the first
contributing98.5%.

The TN coastline also has an es-
timated 2,290.48 TWh of marine
hydrological energy where power
can be generated from ocean ther-
mal gradient (OTEC), salinity gra-
dient potential, ocean waves, tidal
energy, and ocean currents, with
rough waves alone having anan es-
timated 2,150 TWh potential. The
Indian EEZ along the 7,500 km co-
astline has an estimated integra-
ted ocean energy of 9.2 lakh TWh
per annum.

“TN, along with Gujarat, has

Lakshadweep

According to INCOIS

integrated ocean energy
atlas, Tamil Nadu has

80,192.4 Twh
per annum energy
potential from

the oceans. Its
offshore solar

and wind energy
potential stands

at 77,901TWh per
annum, with solar
energy contributing
95% of the total

Karnataka

Maharashtra

— B ———

M Marine met
(wind + solar)

¥ Marine hydro (wave + tidal +
otec + salinity + currents)

West Bengal

along areas like Dhanushkodi and
Kanya Kumari,” said Balakrish-
nan Nair T M, group director, Oce-
an Modelling, Applied Research

high potential for trapping ocean
and ocean meteorology (solar and
wind). There is a lot of scope for
harnessing wind and wave energy

Source: The Times of India, 17 November 2024, p.2

2,290.48 TwWi
energy potential fro

the oceans includ 1
those from tidal energy,
ocean currents,

thermal gradient

» An energy potential

0f 2,150.08TWh from
ocean

and Services, Incois.
Consumption in TN, 1.25 lakh

million units by annually 2023, is

estimated to rise to 1.81 lakh mil-

lion units by 2030. Incois assessed
the integrated ocean energy poten-
tialalongIndia's EEZ using satelli-
te dataand anumerical model.

TENVol. | Issue 7 | November 2024 | Page 28

Attheatlas’slaunch in Sept, In-
cois director T Srinivasa Kumar
said it will serve as a key resource
for guiding policy and investment
decisions in the energy sector. He
also said that offshore renewable
energy can significantly aid in the
energy transition and develop In-
dia’s blue economy.

Centre, as part of ambitious
plans to develop 37 GW of offshore
wind farms at 4.5 lakh crore thro-
ugh investment from multiple so-
urces, will float the first tender to
develop 500 MW of offshore wind
energy off TN coast by March 2025.

Purnima Jalihal, Group Head,
Energy and Fresh Water Group,
NIOT, said they may secure govt
funding for an offshore QTEC
plant, which will be mounted on a
platform and moored in deep wa-
ters, with the design and project lo-
cation to be finalised soon. “No re-
newable energy can be cheap on
day one. The capital costsare going
tobehighatleastinthenexttwode-
cades. Unless you set up bigger
plants, which need govt support,
you cannot talk about bringing the
costs down.”



ONE-THIRD OF
TRAINERPOSTS
VACANT INITIs

1,200 posts vacant for six years, may affect
TN'’s goal of becoming trillion-dollar economy

N DHAMOTHARAN @ Coimbatore

STUDENTS of Industrial Train-
ing Institutes (ITIs) in Tamil
Nadu are in a mess as 1,200 of
3,500 trainer posts in these insti-
tutes, which fimction under the
Commissionerate of Employ-
ment and Training, arelying va-
cant for the last six vears.

The institutes were set upwith
the aim to increase skilled man-
power to fulfill the needs of
industries.

According to sources, the 1,200
vacant posts include that of
workshop assistants, junior
training officers (JTOs), assist-
ant training oftficers (ATOs) and
training officers (TOs).

“Around 320 of 350 posts of
workshop assistants, who assist
the JTOs, ATOs and trainees in
practical classes, are vacant. Be-
sides, around 850 to 900 posts
of JTOs and ATOs who
handle classes are va-
cantinITIs In the Coim-
batore ITI for men, of
the total 81 posts, 28 are
vacant,” sources said.

An ITI staff in Coimbat-
are said that with so many vacan-
cies, producing skilled labour
foree is difficult, and it may im-
pact the state’s goal of becoming
atrillion-dollar economy by 2030.
“The Coimbatore ITI for men of-
fers 26 trades (courses) and 1,500
students are studying there. As
per norm, one workshop assist-
ant, a JTO or an ATO should be
there in a unit for each trade.
Now, only one JTO or ATO is
managing more than two units
in some trades suchas Mechanic
Motor Vehicle, Computer Opera-
torand Programming Assistant,
ete,” he said.

“When junior trainees (first
vear) attend theoretical classes

in the morning, senior trainees
will attend practical classes. Vice-
versa in the afternoon session.
How can a single training officer
manage classes in the morning
and afternocon for the two units
without a workshop assistant,”
asked the staff.

The Tamil Nadu Industrial
Training Officer’s Association
general secretary N Rameshtold
TNIE that compared to Coimbat-
ore, the situation in ITIs in other
districts is worse. “To manage
this, training officers from other
trades have to handle the classes
of these trades. For instance,
training officer of turner trade
handles the classes of fitter trade
in most of the ITs. Hence, train-
ees cannot be imparted the re-
quired skill,” he said.

“Shockingly, only one training
officer, apart from principal, is

available for 10 units at five
trades in ITIs located at
Ottanchathiram, Mana-
madurai, and Denkan-
ikottai. Trainees in these
institutes are suffering a
lot,” he said, adding de-
spite several appeals, senior
officials turn a blind eve to the
mounting vacancies at I'TIs.

Atopofficer from the Commis-
sionerate of Employment and
Training under the Labour Wel-
fare and Skill Development de-
partment told TNIE they have
taken steps to fill the vacant posts
through Tamil Nadu Public Serv-
ice Commission (TNPSC).

When contacted, Minister for
Labour Welfare and Skill Devel-
opment Department CV Gane-
shan, who claimed that he was
unaware of the issue, said that he
would take immediate steps to
fill the vacant posts after consult-
ing with Chief Minister MK
Stalin.

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 November 2024, p.6
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‘Half of city’s transgenders involved in theft, violence due to lack of j obs’

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Half the trans-
genders surveyed recently
inthe city say they got invol-
ved in anti-social activities
such as theft, robbery, and
violence because of social
exclusion and lack of liveli-
hood opportunities. More
than 60% said they would
not have opted for begging
and sex work if they had
jobs. The survey also says
55% of them were forced in-
tobegging by others.

The Loyola Institute of
Business Administration
(LIBA) surveyed 535 trans-
genders in the city to assess
their employability skills
and identify barriers to
employing them. The study
was sponsored by the Indian
Council for Social Science

high school-level education,
17% had a bachelor’s degree,
12% had completed master’s
degrees, and 21% were scho-
oldropouts.

However, only 8.8% of
them are employed full-ti-
me. The unemployed acco-
unted for 87%, and only half
of them were looking for
jobs. Even among the emplo-
yed, theannual incomeisbe-

lowz2lakh.
“Most transgenders are GENDER
in the 20 to 40 age group. Ha- Transmen
rassment, lack of education, 87
and high unemployment ra-
tecouldforce themintoanti- MARITAL STATUS
social activities,” said pro- .
fessor B Aiswarya from LI- Unmarried
BA, principal investigator 94

of the study.

Transwomen
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2% didn't
disclose
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The survey said 91% of
the respondents were rejec-

der. A majority of

the

unsuccessfully. “Stigma, be-

them very vulnerable. More

at some point in their life,”
sheadded.

About 60% of transgen-
ders said they were not con-
sidered foreven small or me-
nial jobs. Of the total 9,214
registered transgenders in
the state, 1,954 live in Chen-
nai.

“Even the educated
among transgenders are not
gettingjobs,” said N Jency, a
transgender who completed
a PhD and is working as a fi-
eld investigator on this pro-
ject. “Transgenders leave
their homes after facing is-
sues from their own family.
However, they arenotable to
continue their education as
many colleges do not enrol
them. Further, the state govt
isyettoimplementits1% qu-
ota for transgenders in govt

gest challenge in the city,
and many transgenders are
living in communities as
they face social exclusion,
shesaid.

In the survey, 77.8% said
they live with the communi-
ty,11.7% areliving with their
families, and 10.6% are li-
ving separately. “Parental
acceptance would not force
themoutof theirhousesand
make them vulnerable,”
Jency added.

“The biggest stumbling
block to theiremployment is
social stigma. We need to
change the mindset of the
people. Transgenders need
to aspire for top positions in
corporate and other fields. [t
would change the mindset
of people. They also need to
skill themselves,” said Fr C

Research (ICSSR). While
50% of those surveyed had

tedonetofive times while se-
eking a job due to their gen-

Source: The Times of India, 8 November 2024, p.2

unemployed said they tried havioural change, and rejec-
for jobs for up to five years

tion by the family make

than 56% of transgenders
say they attempted suicide

jobs,” she added. Getting ho-
usesonrentremainsthebig- BA.

Joe Arun SJ, director of LI-

CM opens first govt-run co-working facility

Ground floor of building will function as shared office space, first floor as learning centre & second floor as cafeteria

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday inaugurated the state’s
first government-run co-work-
ing and learning space, ‘Muth-
alvar Padaippagam’, on Jagan-
nathan Street in Agaram,
Kolathur.

Set up ata cost of 2.85 crore,
the facility spans across three
floors — the ground floor will
function as co-working space,
first floor will be a learning
centre with a library and the
second floor, a cafeteria.

The facility, developed as part
of the ‘Vada Chennai Valarchi
Thittam’ has been jointly estab-
lished by the Greater Chennai
Corporation and the Chennai
Metro Development Authority.

The co-working space in-

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 November 2024, p.4

cludes a 38-seater room with
individual work desks with
charging points, three confer-
ence rooms (two four-seater
rooms and one six-seater room),
and a place to store belongings.
The facility is aimed to help
men and women who have been
unable to start their own busi-
nesses due to insufficient space,
according to a release.

The space will be open from
9 am to 9 pm. For using a desk
at the co-working space for half
aday afeeof T50 will be charged
and for a full day, 100 will be
charged. The monthly member-
ship has been fixed at 2,500.
For 4-seater meeting rooms,
¥150 will be charged per hour
and for the 6-seater meeting
rooim, T250.

The learning centre can ac-

Chief Minister MK Stalin at the fadlity jointly established by the Greater Chennai
Corporation and the CMDA, on Monday | express

commodate 51 people at a time.
The facility, aimed to help peo-
ple preparing for UPSC and
other competitive exams, hasa
provision to store 2,000 books.
The fee for the learning cen-

tre, open from 6 am to 11 pm, is
Z5 per person for 2.5 hours. The
second floor houses a 30-seater
rooftop cafeteria with toilet
facility,

The reservation for seats can
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be made through https://gce-
services.chennaicor poration.
gov.in/muthalvarpadaippag-
am. The entire facility is air-
conditioned, has wi-fi access
and is open on all days.

At Kolathur, Stalin alse inau-
gurated three multi-purpose
centre buildings costing T80.90
lakh, laid the foundation for 77
transformer substations val
ued at T3 crore, a women's gym
building valued at 43 lakh and
a library building valued ¥38.50
lakh.

He also reviewed the renova-
tion of a pool in G.K.M. Colony
at a cost of ¥1.47 crore and dis-
tributedlaptops to 107 students
who completed training at Ani-
tha Achievers Academy and
sewing machines to 350
women.



No love lost for engineering, Tamil Nadu
tops seat table, adds 32,000 more this year

BINITA JAISWAL i@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU continues to

have the highest number of un-

dergraduate engineering seats

in the country, with about

32,000 more seats being

added to the tally this

vear. As per the All In-

dia Council of Techni-

cal Education (AICTE)

data, the approved BE/

BTech seats in Tamil

Nadu in the 2024-25 aca-

demic vear is 3,08,686, com-

pared to 2,75,830 in 2023-24.
Academicians said the fig-

ure is significant as it indi-

cates the persistent, strong de-

mand for engineering courses

in the state.

After completion of Tamil
Nadu Engineering Admissions
counselling, over 54,000 seats
remained vacant this vear.
However, academicians told

TNIE that among profes-
sional courses, engi-
neering is still the first
preference of students

and parents.
“This year, enrol-
ment in engineering col-
leges was 13,000 more
than last vear. The 54,000 seats
that fell vacant were mainly in
core engineering courses and
in colleges with poor infra-
structure. Most of the colleges
managed to get better enrol-

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 November 2024, p.1

ment than last vear,” said K s<getter
Suresh, principal of a private  anrolment
engineering college. '
Academicians said that due Ithls year
to the rising demand for engi- The 34,000
neering courses, especially for vatantseats
computer science and IT-relat- were mainly
ed courses, private engineer- Incore
ing colleges affiliated to Anna  engineering
University added over 22,000 courses and
seats this vear. There are 488 incolleges
colleges affiliated to Anna Uni-  with poor
versity across the state. infrastructure.
“We have filled around 1.8 Most colleges
lakh engineering seats across 8ot better
the state under the government enrolment
quota, but vacancies still re- than last
main,” said a senior official of year"saida
the directorate of technical private college
education. P9 principal

Govt schools need infra upgrade, more teachers: Min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Crennal

ON the occasion of Children’s
Day, Schoal Education Minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyvamozhi and
HR and CE Minister PK Sekar
Babu handed over awards to stu-
dents who excelled in various
competitions and shields to 114
government elementary schools
for their good performance.
Speaking to the media,
Poyvamogzhi said he has complet-
ed inspections of schools across
all Z34 constituencies in the state,
and will soon submit a report to
CM MK Stalin. He noted while
infrastructure improvements

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 November 2024, p.4

are needed, there is also a need to
appoint more teachers due to the
increasing enrolment in govern:
ment schools. The minister add.
ed the government has already
announced plans to hire 19,000
teachers, including those for col-
leges, in a phased manner
Meanwhile, in a press note, the
School Education Department
stated it has directed district edu.
cation officials to verify whether
any teachers are employing prox.
ies to conduct their classes. The
directive follows the suspension
of ateacher in Dharmapuri who
was found using a proxy to take

The ministers inspecting the government school at GKM Colony in Kolathur | pxeress  classes,
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‘TN committed
to protecting
welfare of govt
staff, teachers’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE DME govermment is com-
mitted to protecting the welfare
of government employees and
teachers, a contrast to what the
sovernment describes as anti-
employee policies of previous
ATADME-led administrations
that once dismissed 1.73 lakh
emplovees with a single direc-
tive. The statement came in re-
sponse to ATADME leader Edap-
padi K Palaniswami's criticism
that the DMK government has
failed to safeguard government
employees’ welfare,

The press release said past
DMK governments were the
first to establish four pay com-
missions to enhance the salaries
of state emplovees, with former
chief minister M Karunanidhi
elevating their pay to match that
of central government employ-
ees, It also highlighted several
welfare measures initiated by
the DMEK government, such as
extending maternity leave to 12
months for women employvees
and increasing women's repre-
sentation in government posi-
tions from 30% to40%.

Further, the statement empha-
sised that despite delays in fund
release from the central govern-
ment for 88 A teachers’ salaries,
the state government ensured
timely payvment using its own
resources.

Highlights

The release highlighted several
welfare measures of the DMK
government, such as extending
maternity leave to 12 months for
women employees and increasing
women's representationin
government positions

Source: The New Indian Express,
12 November 2024, p.4

I.N. govt. announces
measures to ensure
student safety, welfare

Student Safeguarding Advisory Committee to be set up and complaint boxes

kept in all schools, helpline numbers to be printed on the covers of textbooks

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n the wake of recent
l sexual harassment cas-

es involving school staff
in Krishnagiri and Thoothu-
kudi districts, the Tamil Na-
du government has appoint-
ed special officers to oversee
administration of affected
schools, ensuring closer su-

pervision and
accountability.
A new Student Safeguard-

ing Advisory Committee
(SSAC) has been ordered to
be established in every
school across the State. The
SSAC will meet monthly to
address concerns or com-
plaints related to student
welfare.

These actions come after
criminal charges were filed
against school administra-
tors and staff involved in the
harassment cases.

An official release from
the School Education De-
partment on Tuesday said

The government has
asked Directors, Joint
Directors of School
Education Department,
appointed as District
Monitoring Officers, to
oversee implementation
of the safety measures

placing toll-free helpline
numbers — 14417 and 1098 —
on the back covers of text-
books is one among the va-
rious key initiatives. These
numbers will help students
to anonymously report inci-
dents of sexual harassment
or other unsafe activities.

Schools are also instruct-
ed to install complaint box-
es — labelled Maanavar Ma-
nasu — where students can
submit their grievances in a
confidential manner.

In addition, the govern-
ment has framed guidelines
for taking students on field
trips. Prior written consent
from both parents and the

Source: The Hindu, 13 November 2024, p.5
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District Education Officer
(DEO) is now required for
any off-campus activity.
Schools must ensure that for
every 10 male students, a
male teacher accompanies
them, and for every 10 fe-
male students, a female
teacher is present, ensuring
proper supervision during
such outings.

The government has also
instructed the Directors and
Joint Directors of School
Education Department, ap-
pointed as District Monitor-
ing Officers, to oversee the
implementation of these sa-
fety measures. During their
inspections, they will en-
sure compliance and take
necessary follow-up action.

The police would take
stringent action against
anyone involved in miscon-
duct or inappropriate beha-
viour towards schoolchil-
dren and students, ensuring
that perpetrators face sev-
ere legal consequences, the
release added.



Include guest lecturers in staff count for transfer
eligibility, govt college teachers urge department

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

TEACHERS from government
arts and science colleges urged
the higher education depart-
ment to include guest lecturers
while caleulating the minimum
staff strength (50 %) required for
transfer eligibility. The demand
comes after the recent transfer
counselling guidelines that limit
transfers in departments with
fewer permanent staff than half
of the sanctioned posts.

Only 4,500 of the 13,000 sanc-
tioned posts across the govern-
ment colleges have permanent
faculty, with the rest filled by

guest lecturers, according to the
Tamil Nadu Government College
Teachers’ Association
(TNGCTA). “If guest lecturers
are not included while calculat-
ing staff strength, many
teachers will be disquali-
fied from applying for
transfers,” said TNGCTA
secretary S Suresh.

As many guest lectur-
ers are posted in rural ar-
eas, not including them in
the count will impact the teach-
ers from those colleges the most,
Suresh said. “In 2022, guest lec-
turers were excluded from the
count and fewer than 200 people

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 November 2024, p.4

were transferred,” he said.
Additionally, teachers demand-
ed the department revoke the
deputation of those sent to 61
newly established colleges,
where they have been work-
ing for two to six years, to
allow them to participate
in the transfer process.
They also urged the de-
partment to fill vacant
secondary grade principal
positions and include those

during the counselling.

Recently, the department is-
sued guidelines for conducting
general counselling —to be com-
pleted by November 24 — for

teachers ingovernment colle ges
under the Directorate of Colle-
giate Education (DCE) and Di-
rectorate of Technical Educa-
tion. Subsequently, DCE asked
the teachers to apply for trans-
fers online at www.dcetransfer.
in by November 18.

The guidelines specify that the
list of vacancies along with sub-
ject-wise and seniority-wise lists
of applicants will be published
on the websites. Vacancies cre-
ated during the process will be
updated, and additional trans-
fers will be granted based on sen-
iority. Transfer orders will be is-
sued online, it said.

R1.63 cr. allocated to create retiring rooms for women students in govt. colleges’

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has informed the Ma-
dras High Court of having
issued an order on Octob-
er 30 allocating T1.63 crore
to create retiring rooms for
women students in 171 go-
vernment arts and science
colleges as well as colleges
of education.

Appearing before the
second Division Bench of
Justices D. Krishnakumar
and P.B. Balaji, Additional
Advocate-General (AAG) J.
Ravindran said that the re-
tiring rooms could be used
by the students if they feel
discomfort during their

menstrual period, and al-
S0 during medical
emergencies.

The submissions were
made during the hearing
of a suo motu contempt of
court petition taken up by
the Bench in September
for reported non-com-
pliance with a 2016 order
to install sanitary napkin
vending machines in all
government high and
higher secondary schools
in the State.

When the judges want-
ed to know the steps taken
with respect to college stu-
dents, too, the AAG said
that the Director of Colle-
giate Education (DCE) had
written to the government

Reviewing compliance: The submissions were made during the
hearing of a suo motu contempt petition taken up by the Bench for
non-compliance with a 2016 order to install sanitary napkin vending
machines in all government high and higher secondary schools.

on August 16, seeking the
allocation of I8.55 crore
for the creation of retiring
rooms in the 171 colleges.
The DCE had sought
1.25 lakh per college for

Source: The Hindu, 16 November 2024, p.2

purchasing four beds, mat-
tresses, pillows, window
screens and  mirrors;
320,000 per college for
purchasing dining tables
and chairs; 35,000 per col-

lege for first aid boxes; and
3.5 lakh per college for
painting the rooms, carry-
ing out civil works, and
buying water purifiers.

After considering the re-
quest, the government al-
located ¥50,000 per col-
lege for purchasing four
recliner chairs, window
screens and  mirrors;
320,000 for purchasing
dining tables and chairs;
3500 for purchasing first
aid boxes; and ¥25,000
per college for painting the
rooms and carrying out ci-
vil works.

The government has al-
so instructed the college
principals to identify suita-
ble rooms on campus for
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being used as retiring
rooms, appoint a woman
faculty member to be in
charge of the retiring room
in each college, and en-
sure the availability of san-
itary napkins in those
rooms.

Representing the
School Education Depart-
ment, AAG R. Neelakan-
dan said that 6,261 sani-
tary napkin vending
machines had been in-
stalled in 5,917 schools
across the State, and that
only 29 schools in Chen-
galpattu district had to be
provided with a machine
each.

Submitting district-wise
data on the machines in-

stalled in the previous
years, those installed in
2024-25, and the number
of machines repaired and
in working condition, he
said that the 29 schools in
Chengalpattu would also
get the machines in three
weeks.

The AAG also said that
10,13,378 students of go-
vernment high and higher
secondary schools would
benefit from the free sani-
tary napkin scheme dur-
ing the current financial
year.

After recording his sub-
missions, the judges ad-
journed the contempt plea
by three weeks for further
hearing,.



Career guidance training
for Plus-Two students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

AS part of efforts to boost par-
ticipation and performance of
government school students in
competitive examinations for
higher education courses, the
school education department
will conduct block-level career
guidance training for Class 12
students. In the first phase,
classes will be held in 87 higher
secondary schools across 15
districts.

Government higher sec-
ondary school headmas-
ters have been instruct-
ed to enter the details
of students interested
in weekly training ses-
sions in the Education-
al Management Informa-
tion System (EM15). Schools
selected for training have been
asked to ensurethat the hi-tech
labs, microphones, speakers,
and wi-fi facilities are in good
condition. The state office will
send the necessary teaching
content to these schools. “The
block supervisor must ensure
that students receive hard cop-
ies of the content taught each
week,” stated a department cir-
cular. Career guidance teach-
ers from model schools in the
districts have been directed to
visit different schools and mon-

itor the training.

Teachers trained in career
euidance will conduct orienta-
tion programmes on various
entrance exams for the inter-
ested students by November 9.
The districts participating in
the first phase include Coim-
batore, Cuddalore, Kancheep-
uram, Dharmapuri, Kallaku-
richi, Karur, Nagapattinam,
Ranipet, Thanjavur, Nilgiris,
Theni, Tirupattuy, Erode, and
Kannivakumari.

The classes will be organ-
ised with support from
the school management
committees in higher
secondary schools. Stu-
dents are required to
bring their own lunch,
while snacks will be pro-
vided by the host schools.
The expenditure for this will be
provided by the integrated edu-
cation department, added the
circulan

While model schools in each
district provide training to top
performing students to help
them get into premier educa-
tional institutions, the depart-
ment integrated career guid-
ance into the government
school curriculum in 2022 with
the goal of improving the
state’s gross enrolmentratio in
higher education.

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 November 2024, p.2

Univs, colleges asked
to set up help desks
to address grievances

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The higher educa-
tion department has asked
all state universities and col-
leges to establish help desks
to address the grievances of
students, parents and the
public in a time-bound man-
ner. It has asked the institu-
tions to create online griev-
ance forums on their official
websites. Itrequested the de-
ployment of Al chatbots and
virtual assistants to provide
quick responses fo ques-
tions.

“From admission to aca-
demic matters to harass-
ment, students or parents
can approach the help desk
regarding any issue. Their
grievances will be ad-
dressed in a time-bound
manner,” higher education
secretary K Gopal said. “All
institutions, including pri-
vate institutions, should
have an online and offline
grievance redressal mecha-
nism to address issues relat-
ed to academic matters and
other issues,” headded.

With projects such as the
Naan Mudhalvan scheme,
7.5% reservation for govt
school students and month-
ly financial aid for govt
school students pursuing

higher education being im-
plemented, many students
face various issues.

“There is a need for a
transparent, responsive and
user-friendly environment
in the universities and col-
leges to prevent challenges
faced by students,” said a let-
ter from the higher educa-
tion secretary to all regis-
trars of state universities,
commissioners of collegiate
education and technical
education.

“To address the issue, all
higher educational institu-
tions are hereby directed to
implement a public interac-
tive mechanism by estab-
lishingahelpdesk ataprom-
inent location on campus,”
itadded.

“The help desk is respon-
sible for receiving and track-
ing the grievances and pro-
viding updates,” the letter
said.

It asked the help desk
staff to provide a clear esca-
lation procedure, including
contact details of the next
level authority responsible
for reviewing the case. The
institutions have beenasked
to report on the functioning
and effectiveness of the help
desk on a quarterly basis to
the Tamil Nadu State Coun-
cil for Higher Education.

Source: The Times of India, 9 November 2024, p.3
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‘State planning to bring in an annual transfer
counselling process for college professors’

C. Jaisankar
TIRUCHI

Tamil Nadu’s Department
of Higher Education is
planning to introduce an
annual general transfer
counselling process for un-
iversity and government
college professors, on the
lines of general counselling
for teachers in government
schools, Higher Education
Minister Govi. Chezhiaan
has said.

The State government
conducts annual counsell-
ing for government school
teachers in May, June or Ju-
ly every year. As for profes-
sors of government colleg-
es, it is said that only
offline transfers have been
taking place on a case to
case basis or depending
upon the situation. Various
associations and forums
have been demanding that
the State government con-

New system: As a first step, the counselling could be called for

those who were over 55 years of age, says Minister.

duct an annual general
transfer counselling for
professors of government
colleges and universities.
Now, the Department of
Higher Education has
come forward to bring in a
standard system to con-
duct such a counselling.
Mr. Chezhiaan told The
Hindu on Sunday that a
few rounds of discussions
were held with senior offi-

Source: The Hindu, 4 November 2024, p.6

cials of the Department to
waork out the modalities
and frame guidelines for
the purpose. As a first step,
the counselling could be
called for those who were
over 55 years of age. Many
professors  who  had
crossed that age were seek-
ing medical attention at
places of their choice. A
section of them wanted to
take care of their parents.

Discussions were under
way to fix the minimum
age for professors to
take part in the
counselling

GOVIL. CHEZHIAAN
Higher Education Minister

The Minister further
said that discussions were
under way to fix the mini-
mum age for professors to
take part in the counsell-
ing. The Department
would arrive at a decision
by taking into account all
aspects.

The move, Mr. Chez-
hiaan said, was aimed at
ensuring transparency in
the transfer of professors
as the counselling would
have all data such as details
of colleges and institutions
and categories of vacan-

cies, among others, in the
public domain. All stake-
holders of the Department
would be consulted before
finalising the transfer me-
chanism.

The Minister said that
he would hold meetings of
regional-level stakeholders
in the State within two to
three weeks, and seek the
opinion of college and un-
iversity professors to final-
ise the proposal.

‘Different statutes’

Though the proposal was
aimed at supporting col-
lege and university profes-
sors, the Minister said un-

iversities had been
following different sta-
tutes.

They had to be studied
in detail. Hence, priority
would be given to frame
the guidelines for college
professors initially, he said.

School principals call for focus on sports,
shift to aptitude-based assessment

Preetika.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Around 100 school
principals across the state
called for a model that priori-
tises sports, modernises as-
sessments, and streamlines
teacher workflows at the in-
ter-board principals confe-
renceat Christwoodschoolin
Ponmar on Friday,

“Children need schools
that value their strengths be-
yond exam marks,” said Su-
gandhi Vishwanathan, prin-
cipal of Aklavya Internatio-
nal School in Puducherry.

To achieve this, experts
suggest making sports a core
partof education rather than

an afterthought.

“Schools should conduct
regular assessments, similar
toacademic subjects, to track
students’ fitness and pro-
gress in sports. Encouraging
students to prioritise physi-
cal fitness will boost their in-
terest in sports, help them
discover new areas of pas-
sion,and improve health,” sa-
id PW C Davidar, former advi-
sor to the state govt.

“Principals should also
consider creating progress
reports for sports. It's only gi-
ven attention during compe-
titions, but a policy to track
continuous progress is essen-

Source: The Times of India, 9 November 2024, p.4

tial,” he added.

Beyond sports, principals
want a shift from marks-ba-
sed admissions to an aptitu-
de-based system. “Many stu-
dents’ potential is not reflec-
ted in their scores. An aptitu-
de-based approach will be a
fairer measure of their skills
and interests,” said A Senthil
Kumaran, director of Excelo-
ne Edu Services.

*Schools across the world
arerecognisingglobal assess-
ments such as the Program-
me for International Student
Assessment (PISA). This glo-
bal tool helps countries see
themselves in comparison
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with other countries,” he sa-
id. To improve classroom in-
struction, digital literacy, en-
vironmental education, and
soft skills are some subjects
principals proposed during
the conference.

“We will introduce envi-
ronmental science and com-
municative English courses
in CISCE schools for classes
XI and XII next year. They
should be able to navigate di-
gital tools and online resour-
ces confidently. It’s a skill for
life,” said council for the Indi-
an school certificate exami-
nations secretary Joseph Em-
manuel.



‘Pudhumai Penn scheme has led
to increase in college enrolment’

13,681 additional students benefited and joined colleges and institutions offering diploma courses in 2022 and 2023; the

number of beneficiaries at the end of 2023 had stood at 2,30.820, finds an assessment by the State Planning Commission

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

preliminary assess-
A ment of the Pudhu-
mai Penn scheme,

carried out by the State
Planning Commission
(SPC), has revealed that
13,681 additional students
benefited from the initia-
tive and joined colleges
and institutions offering
diploma courses in 2022
and 2023, representing a
percentage increase of 6.9.

Among them, 38.6%
were from the Scheduled
Castes (SC), 34.4% from
the Most Backward Classes
(MBC), and 24.8%, from
the Backward Classes (BC).
The assessment pointed
out that Salem had the
highest college enrolment
at 8.9%, followed by Chen-
nai at 5.8%; Dharmapuri
5.5%; Tiruvannamalai
5.2%; Namakkal 4.8%; and
Cuddalore at 4.1%.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment launched the Moova-
lur Ramamirtham Ammai-
yar Higher Education
Assurance Scheme, also
known as the Pudhumai
Penn Scheme, to enhance
the enrolment of girls from
government schools in
higher educational institu-

Educational

Impetus

The State Planning Commis-
sion's preliminary analysis of
the government's Pudhumai
Penn scheme has shown that
those in the rural areas have
benefited more from the
initiative, A look at how the
survey was carried out

u The survey was
conducted in Erode,
Vellore, Tiruvallur,
Chennai, Sivaganga,
Tenkasl, Villupuram
and Tiruvarur dis-
tricts, covering 5,095
students from 84
institutions includ-
ing government,
government-aided
and self-finance
institutions

= The main objectives
were to assess the
implementation

of the scheme, the
challenges, aware-
ness levels among
students, utilisation
patterns of assistance,
and the initiative's
socio-economic
implications among
college students and
their families

u The students
involved in the

analysis were
drawn from
streams such

as diploma, arts
and science,
engineering,
medicine and law.
The survey was
carried out from
November 2023 to
February 2024

For greater good:
Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin launching
the Pudhumai Penn
scheme in Chennai.
Under the initiative,
31,000 a month
would be disbursed
to the beneficiaries
till they complete
their UG/Diploma/ITI
degrees

u The survey involved
qualitative and quantita-
tive methods for data col-
lection. A questionnaire
was developed to collect
data from households
that had not benefited
from the scheme

» Focus Group Discussions
were held among college
students who had benefit-
ted from the scheme

tions. Under the initiative,
a financial aid of 1,000 a
month is provided to girls
who have studied in go-
vernment schools from
Classes VIXII until they
complete their undergrad-
uate, diploma, ITI, or any
other recognised course.
The incentive is disbursed
directly into the bank ac-
counts of the beneficiaries.

The number of benefici-
aries at the end of 2023

Source: The Hindu, 17 November 2024, p.6

was 2,30,820. Salem dis-
trict had the highest num-
ber of students who bene-
fited, accounting for 17,032
(7.38%) students. Namak-
kal followed with 13,312
(5.77%); Dharmapuri with
11,915 (5.16%); Chennai
11,468 (4.97%); Tiruvanna-
malai 11,146 (4.83%); and
Coimbatore 10,777
(4.67%).

Students from the MBC
households accounted for

the highest beneficiaries at
84,806 (36.7%), followed
by those in the BC house-
holds at 70,598 (30.6%); SC
housholds 70,546 (30.6%);
Scheduled Tribes 3,025
(1.3%); and OC 1,642
(0.7%). Social category was
not disclosed for 170 (0.1%)
students. The assessment
data showed that around
7,110 beneficiaries were
studying at institutions
having National Institu-
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tional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) rankings.

A considerable share of
the respondents in the sur-
vey were from rural areas
in districts such as Erode,
Tiruvallur, Tenkasi, Villup-
uram, and Sivganga. Since
some of the districts sur-
veyed have relatively high-
er teenage pregnancies,
the scheme is likely to play
arole in increasing the age
of marriage, the SPC said.

The SPC has also stu-
died how students utilise
the aid, and found that be-
neficiaries primarily use it
to cover college and tran-
sport expenses, among
others. In several instanc-
es, girls were enrolling in
paid courses that can help
them acquire the required
skill sets that were in de-
mand in the job market.

Girls from rural areas
had benefited more from
this scheme than those in
urban areas.

Nearly 150 students,
who were a part of the as-
sessment, were from hou-
seholds with either a single
parent or no parent. The
SPC is preparing a full-
fledged report on the as-
sessment, which will be
handed over to Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin.



CM Stalin inaugurates over 700 new
classrooms in 141 State-run schools

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Friday virtually inaugu-
rated new classrooms and
other infrastructure in go-
vernment-run schools
across the State.

He also inaugurated in-
frastructure for Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV) and Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Awasiya Vi-
dyalaya (NSCBAV) at two
locations.

In all, 754 classrooms
and 17 labs constructed at a
total cost of ¥171.16 crore
were inaugurated in 141 go-
vernment-run schools lo-
cated in 29 districts.

While the building for
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vi-
dyalaya at Sankarapuram
in Kallakurichi district was
constructed at a cost of
¥94.71 lakh, the building
for Netaji Subhash Chan-
dra Bose Awasiya Vidya-
laya in Alandur panchayat
union in Perambalur dis-
trict was constructed at a
cost of 95.23 lakh.

The Samagra Shiksha
scheme supports KGBVs,
which are residential
schools for Classes VI to XII

-
-

Empowering initiative: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurating new classrooms and other

infrastructure in government-run schools across the State on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

He also inaugurated
infrastructure for
Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya and
Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose
Awasiya Vidyalaya

for girl students from dis-
advantaged groups such as
SC, ST, OBC, minority, and
below poverty line (BPL).
It also supports
NSCBAVs, which provide
residential school facilities
to girls, disadvantaged chil-
dren, and those in remote,

Source: The Hindu, 9 November 2024, p.6

sparsely populated and dif-
ficult-to-reach areas and
hilly terrains.

Mr. Stalin felicitated
Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian and senior officials
of the Health and Family
Welfare Department in
view of the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment’s flagship ‘Mak-
kalai Thedi Maruthuvam’
initiative receiving the Un-
ited Nations Interagency
Task Force Award for 2024.

He also felicitated offi-
cials over Tamil Nadu re-
ceiving an honour during
the Global Food Regulators
Summit 2024 in New Delhi

in September.

In another event, the
Chief Minister launched
the distribution of appoint-
ment orders to 246 candi-
dates who were recently
recruited through the
Combined  Engineering
Service Examination held
by the Tamil Nadu Public
Service Commission for va-
rious posts.

Ministers K.N. Nehru, K.
Ponmudy, EV. Velu, V. Sen-
thilbalaji, Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi, Chief Secre-
tary N. Muruganandam,
and senior officials were al-
SO present.

Vasippu Iyakkam turns kids bibliophiles: Scheme to include English books, cover all govt schools

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chenrniai

THE School Education Depart-
ment has scaled up its Vasippu
Iyakkam (reading movement)
initiative to cover all govern-
ment schools in the state. Un-
der this, every classroom has
been stocked with a collection
of over 120 Tamil books tai-
lored to different reading levels
for instilling the habit of read-
ing among students. So far, 1.3
crore hooks have been distrib-

uted across the state.

To further enhance language
skills of students, the depart-
ment plans to translate these
books into English.

Last year, the initiative was
implemented in government
schools in 11 blocks of 11 dis-
tricts on a pilot basis. The de-
partment initially developed 53
books, designed for four dis-
tinct reading levels - Nulai(En-
ter), Nada (Walk), Oodu (Run),
and Para (Fly). The books at the

beginner level (Nulai) contain
pictures and a single line of
text, while those at the Nada
level feature illustrations along:
side a paragraph of text. Each
book is kept concise with only
16 pages, making it easier for
children to complete them. This
vear, 77 new books have been
added to the collection. The de-
partment plans to bring out 250
books under the scheme.
“While books are provided to
every class, special focus is giv-

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 November 2024, p.2

11 new booksreleased

Chennai: Palli Kalvi
Paathukaappu lyakkam, in
collaboration with Bharathi
Puthakalayam, released 11
children’s books, each costing
just 20, on Sunday. The
books were released by
former chief secretary V Irai
Anbu and Model Schools
member secretary R Sudhan.

en to students from Class 4 to9.
Teachers are instructed to uti-
lise the library period each
week to ensure that students
read these books. Once stu-
dents finish the books provid-
ed, they are encouraged to bor-
row more from the school
library,” said an official who is
part of the initiative.
Resource persons including
Ilam Thedi Kalvi and volun-
teers were engaged to run the
scheme last year, but this year
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the department has been pro-
viding training to teachers. A
comprehensive video guide and
ahandbook have been issued to
help teachers. “In schools
where the scheme was piloted
last year, many students have
already made reading a daily
habit. We also encouraged stu-
dents and teachers to write
their own stories and received
1,300 submissions. Eight of the
new books created this year
feature these stories,” the offi-

cial added. Plans are also un-
derway to develop books based
on comics, he added.

§ Madasamy, a former coor-
dinator of the Arivoli Ivakkam
who is now part of the initia-
tive,said, “The programme can
make a hig impact, especially
in schools where teachers are
proactive. The books under this
scheme have simple vocabu-
lary, which will help create
more avid readers and budding
storytellers in the future.”



Schools embrace entrepreneurship
with SIDPs mentoring programme

Preetika.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: With the rise of
entrepreneurial interest in
schools, the state govt's scho-
ol innovation development
project (SIDP) programme is
equipping teachers to men-
tor students in transforming
ideas into working prototy-
pes. There are plans to ex-
pand support through colla-
borations with college entre-
preneurial clubs.

Each year, SIDP mentors
select guide teachers and of-
ficers across districts, assi-
sting students in building
prototypes by helping them
choose materials, tools, and
technologies. They also gui-
de students through const-
ruction, testing, and refine-
ment, while coaching them
on presentation skills and
communication.

Teacherssaystudentsare
eagertolearnmoreaboutthe
complexities of entreprene-
urship. “Students often ask
about patent rights, budge-
ting, and scalability, areas
we're not experts in,” said a
mathematics teacher from

Each year, SIDP mentors
select guide teachers
and officers across
districts, assisting
students in building
prototypes by helping
them choose materials,
tools, and technologies.
They also guide
students through
construction, testing,
and refinement

Tiruvottivur, Shanthi Ma-
noj. As students delve deeper
into their projects, questions
on intellectual property and
financial planning have be-
come more commeon, leaving
teachers feeling ill-equipped
to provide detailed answers.
Many are calling for speciali-
sed training to better sup-
portstudents navigating the-
seadvanced topics.
Meanwhile, enrolment in
the SIDP programme is gro-
wing, with govt school parti-
cipation increasing from six
lakh students in 2022 to more
than eight lakh this year

Source: The Times of India, 19 November 2024, p.3

Even private schoolsare now
seeking SIDP’sresources, sa-
id B Ambalavan, director of
the Entrepreneurship Deve-
lopment and Innovation In-
stitute (EDII).

To meet the rising de-
mand, SIDP plans to collabo-
rate with college entreprene-
urial clubs to provide stu-
dents withadditional resour-
ces and exposure to
advanced innovation ecosys-
tems. District officers will al-
so oversee mentorship and
hands-on learning program-
mes in schools, he said.

Students are already add-
ressing urban challenges.
For instance, students from
Chennai Higher Secondary
School, Tiruvottivur, crea-
ted project blue, an ocean pu-
rifier aimed at improving
water quality in polluted wa-
ter bodies.

While the top ten teams
receive ¥1,00,000 each, and 30
runner-up teams are awar-
ded 225,000, many prototypes
do not scale beyond school.
“We are working to track the
progress of SIDP activities
and address emerging chal-
lenges,” he added.
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State allots %12.5 crore to
boost sports in schools

Preetika.P @timesofindia.com

Chennai: State school educa-
tion department has alloca-
ted ¥12.5 crore to support
sports competitions across
the state for 2024-2025 acade-
mic year. This includes regio-
nal and state-level trials, par-
ticipation in national compe-
titions, and hosting School
Games Federation of India
(SGFI) events.

The school education de-
partment aims to empower
students to take up sports
while prioritising acade-
mics. “We want trainers to
nurture talent effectively
and provide students with
the necessary resources to
excel,” said school educa-
tiondirector S Kannappan.

For many physical educa-
tion trainers, a lack of dedica-
ted funding always held them
back. According to Raghu Ku-
mar, a physical education tra-
iner at a govt primary school
in Adambakkam, many stu-
dents who show promise do

File Photo

because of a lack of space,”
said M Anitha from Thorai-
pakkam.

School management com-
mittees have also raised con-

% cerns about balancing acade-
| micswithphysicaleducation.

“We plan to make sure sports

~| hours are not compromised.

not get opportunities due to
lack of equipment. “I was a
trainer for 14 years in Chen-
nai. I used my funds to buy
cricket bats for children a few
years back. Govt funding will
helpusfocusontalentand tra-
ining rather than worrying
about basic equipment,” he
said.

Parents say this funding
should not only reach the
schools but also be used wise-
ly. “We don’t want to see equ-
ipment left unused or physi-
cal education classes neglec-
ted. My daughter always
complains of notbeingable to
play volleyball in her school

Source: The Times of India, 3 November 2024, p.3

Weekly inspections will help
maintain consistent physical
education hours, increase
participation, and keep the
equipment well-maintai-
ned,” said S Kumar, a school
management committee
member from Ashok Nagar.
Students, too, are excited
for new opportunities. “We
don't usually get a chance to
participate in big tourna-
ments because we lack equip-
ment,” said Arjun Mahesh, a
Class VIII student who plays
volleyball. “Most times weare
asked to play in classrooms
because we don't have equip-
ment in school. If we get the
right facilities, we can compe-
te in competitions,” he said.
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TN govt launches
anti-drug clubs in
schools, colleges

Times News NETwWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu scho-
ols will soon get clubs not re-
lated to sports or academics.
To combat the rising tide of
drugabuse among youth, the
latest govt order mandates
forming Anti-Drug Clubs
and Volunteering Teams in
educational institutions, tur-
ning classrooms into frontli-
ne battlegrounds in the war
against substance abuse.

Touted as a first-of-its-
kind initiative in the country,
it will include apart from an-
ti-drug clubs, a 30-hour vo-
lunteering programme by
NSS/NCC/RRC/YRC mem-
bers. “The clubs will create
awareness about substance
abuse among students. This
is part of the Chief Mini-
ster’s Drug Free Tamil Nadu
initiatives. It is mandatory
for every institution to have
anti-drug club and voluntee-
ring. We have announced pri-
zes at district and state levels
for best-performing clubs.
Students will be the ambassa-
dors,” said A Mayilvaganan,
SP,NIB-CID.

To be set up in every scho-
ol, college, and educational
institution, the clubs’ activi-
ties will be regulated by adis-
trict-level committee led by
the collector and comprising

SP, chief educational officer,
regional joint director (Colle-
giate Education), district no-
dal NSS programme officer,
jointdirector (Health Depart-
ment), and member secreta-
ry, additional superinten-
dent of Police (EBCID). At
the state level, a committee
comprising additional direc-
tor general of police (EB-
CID), commissioner (Collegi-
ate Education), commissio-
ner (School Education), de-
puty director (NCC), and
Member Secretary Mission
Director (MMU) has been for-
med.

“The district-level com-
mitteewillmonitoractivities
of the clubsand volunteering
teams quarterly and half-ye-
arly. The top three teams and
schools/colleges/polytech-
nics will be selected for
awards. These institutions
will be recommended to the
state-level committee, which
will name top three institu-
tions at state level,” said a po-
lice officer.

At the district level, the
top teams and clubs will rece-
ive 15,000, 710,000, and 5,000,
and ¥ lakh, 75,000, and
750,000 at the state level. “We
want youngsters, especially
students, to get involved and
work to achieve the goal of a
drug-free TN.”

Source: The Times of India, 7 November 2024, p.4

Tech firms to train
TN school students
in coding, robotics

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The school educa-
tion department has partne-
red with Microsoft and Das-
sault Systémes to help stu-
dents learn coding, robotics
and product development.
The department is planning
to partner with more com-
panies for this purpose.

These partnerships wo-
uld help students from clas-
ses VI to IX get hands-on ex-
perience through works-
hops organised by the two
tech companies, school edu-
cation minister Anbil Ma-
hesh Poyyamozhi said.

“By integrating digital
and technical skills into the
curriculum, we're prepa-
ringstudentsforhigheredu-
cation and careers in emer-
ging tech fields,” he said.

Weekly workshops and
interactive sessions would
givestudents practical expo-
sure to advanced technolo-
gies, headded.

More than 38,000 stu-
dentsfromclasses VItoIXin
100 govt schools began trai-
ning with Microsoft volun-
teers under the Technology
Education and Learning
Support (TEALS) program-
me. “In our pilot, we saw stu-
dentseagertolearnandable

to grasp new technologies
quickly. While TEALS cur-
rently reaches only 100 scho-
ols, we plan to significantly
scale up in the coming pha-
ses, eventually expanding
statewide over the next few
years,” said Cecil Sunder;, a
Microsoft coordinator for
TEALS.

For students, it will be a
break from regular classes.
“We're being introduced to
careers that I didn't even
know existed. I never tho-
ught I'd learn something
like 3D printing. I want to be
a product designer some-
day,” said Class IX student R
Karthik of Saidapet.

Experts predict high de-
mand for jobs inartificial in-
telligence (AI), machine le-
arning (ML), and computer
science,urgingschoolstoin-
troduce students to these
critical skills early on.

“We were conducting
programmes in phases to
understand what skills stu-
dents want to learn. We also
started career guidance ses-
sions. We suggest works-
hops such as soft skills, co-
ding, filmmaking, and more
based on what students are
seeking,” said Parvathi S N,
a govt school science tea-
cher in Nungambakkam.

Source: The Times of India, 7 November 2024, p.4
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‘Govt must shift focus from
freebies to higher education”

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Govts must shift
their focus from providing
freebies to ensuring long-
term educational benefits,
particularly in pursuing
higher education, said for-
mer vice-president M Ven-
kaiah Naidu.

Speakingatthe40™ruby
jubilee celebration of Vel-
lore Institute of Technolo-
gy (VIT) on Tuesday, he
stressed the importance of
bridging the urban-rural
divide through access to
quality education, health
and agriculture. He also
highlighted the need to
promote multi-lingualism
and emphasised the signif-
icance of proficiency in
one’s mother tongue.

Naidu also inaugurated
two new facilities — RG
Tower and Sarojini Naidu
Block, a women's hostel —as
part of VIT's educational
capacity expansion initia-
tive.

Tamil Nadu minister
for water resources Durai-
murugan, in his address,
lauded VIT's growth. “VIT
grew from a small college
in Velloretoarenowned in-

i 7

Attt

ON THE DAIS:

Venkaiah Naid_u (sixth from left), Draiurugan, TN

minister for water resources (seventh from left) and G Viswanathan,
VIT founder and chairman (fifth from left) at VIT on Tuesday

stitution in Tamil Nadu to
a prominent institution
with campuses across In-
dia. Now ithas becomeare-
nowned institutionallover
the world, due to the hard
work of its founder G Vis-
wanathan,” he said.
Viswanathan said that
only 77% of Indians were
literate, of whom only 27%
had access to higher educa-
tion. “According to gross
enrolment ratio (GER) and
public expenditure on edu-
cation, India is ranked

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2024, p.6

155", It is extremely impor-
tant for anation tofocuson
providing and investing in
access to higher educa-
tion,” he added.

Viswanathan said the
govt should take measures
toreduce the 28% GST cur-
rently levied on construc-
tion for educational insti-
tutions, saying that lower-
ing these costs would allow
institutions to expand in-
frastructure and improve
access toquality education
across the country.
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G.O. for skill vouchers scheme
issued to help SC/ST students

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

THE Adi Dravidar and Tribal
Welfare Department has re-
leased a G.O. to implement skill
vouchers scheme aimed at eco-
nomically supporting final-
vear students belonging to
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribe (8T)
communities, pursuing
higher education, to
upgrade their skills.
Under the scheme, eli-
gible students will receive
vouchers valued 12,000, 15,000
and 25,000 to enrol in skill
training programmes focused
on the latest emerging fields.
Previously, the department
was providing prize money
ranging from 3,000 to 6,000
for 1,000 SC and ST students
who secured 60% or more

=

marks in UG, PG and technical
education courses.

Students can use the vouch-
ers at training institutions en-
listed on platforms such as the
Nan Mudhalvan website, Na-
tional Skill Development Cor-
poration, Skill India Digital
Hub, National Council for

= Training Academy, Tamil

. Nadu Skill Development
Corporation and Tamil
Nadu Adi Dravidar
Housing and Develop-

ment Corporation Lim-
ited (TAHDCO). SC, ST,
and SC Christian students who
qualify for the post-matric
scholarship and are enrolled in
government or government-
recognised higher education
institutions are eligible to ap-
ply for the scheme, provided
they have scored atleast 50% in
semester exams.

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 November 2024, p.2
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3252 cr given
via Kalaignar
Kanavu Illam
scheme: Govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE state gover nment has dis-
bursed 252 crore to beneficiar-
ies under the Kalaignar Kana-
vu Illam scheme for the
construction of houses.

A press release issued here
said in 2024-25, the government
approved the construction of 1
lakh concrete houses, each cost-
ing 3.5 lakh, with a total budg-
et allocation of 3,500 crore.

Funds under the scheme are
directly transterred to benefici-
aries through a single nodal
account.

In the first phase, 300 crore
was allocated, of which 252
crore has been disbursed.

Additionally, 48 crore has
been spent on procuring low-
cost cement from Tamil Nadu
Cements Corporation Limited
(TANCEM) and it has been pro-
vided to the beneficiaries. In
the second phase, 500 crore
has been earmarked for the
scheme, and funds are being
distributed to beneficiaries.

The government has also al-
located T600 crore for the repair
of rural houses. So far, 15,350
houses have been repaired un-
der the scheme. Furthermore,
various initiatives to improve
village infrastructure are being
undertaken under the Anna
Village Rejuvenation Scheme,
the release added.

Source: The New Indian Express,
21 November 2024, p.4



GO issued for 70
fellowships under
Tholkudi scheme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Adi Dravidar and Tribal
Welfare Department has issued
a Government Order to provide
fellowship to 70 students
through the Tamil Nadu Fel-
lowship for Tribal Research
initiative, part of the Tholkudi
scheme. This fellowship pro-
motes research into the lives of
the state’s tribal communities.
Final-year undergraduate
and postgraduate students will
receive 10,000 per month for
six months, while PhD scholars
and postdoctoral research-
ers will receive 325,000
per month for three

should relate to gover nance, de-
velopment, rights, culture, edu-
cation, health, and livelihood
issues affecting tribal
communities.

Eligibility criteria include
Tamil Nadu residency and a pa-
rental income not exceeding 38
lakh perannum. The maximum
age for applicants is 50 vears
for men and 55 for women. Stu-
dents must be enrolled in full-
time undergraduate, postgrad-
uate, PhD, or postdoctoral
courses at recognised
institutions.

A screening committee of
academics will be formed
by the Director of Trib-

vears. ' gy al Welfare, while the
“Encouraging such ;-“":-ﬂ' Adi Dravidar and Trib-
research will help iden- - al Welfare Secretary

tify options and evalu-
ate potential outcomes,
leading to informed deci-
sions that shape state policy”
the guidelines state. Students
can explore various facets of
tribal life, including culture,
history, language, social struc-
ture, customs, governance sys-
tems, and socio-economic and
political well-being. Research
may also focus on the unigue
identities of different tribal
groups, their relationship with
the environment, art forms,
spiritual beliefs, traditional
knowledge, and interactions
with the modern world.
However, research topics

will head the selection
committee. Priority will
be given to tribal students,
Scheduled Caste and converted
Christian students, with fur-
ther preference for women, dif-
ferently-abled, and transgender
applicants.

Upon completion, scholars
must submit their thesis to the
gover nment.

The state government has
earmarked 1,000 crore for the
Tholkudi scheme, to be spent
over four yvears from 2024-25 to
2027-28. For 2024-25, T250 crore
was sanctioned, focusing on
improving infrastructure and
livelihoods in tribal areas.

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 November 2024, p.2

25 tribal girls to undergo
skill development training

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Adi Dravidar and Tribal
Welfare Department has select-
ed 25 girl students from Sche-
duled Tribes (ST) to undergo a
one-year skill development cer-
tification programme to pro-
vide them employment oppor-
tunities in the rural healthcare
sector.

According to S. Annadurai,
Director, Tribal Welfare, the
Department has undertaken a
series of initiatives to provide
skill development training and
employment to 1,000 youth of
ST communities. It has con-
ducted a door-to-door out-

reach programme, with the
help of NGOs working on tribal
welfare, to identify tribal stu-
dents who appeared for Class X
board exams but dropped out
for various reasons.

The Department identified
the first set of 25 girls of Urali,
Kani, Paliyar, Sholaga and Irula
communities from Erode,
Coimbatore, the Nilgiris and
Dindigul districts and secured
admission for them in a one-
year certified general duty as-
sistant course in the communi-
ty college run by Madras Chris-
tian College in Kotagiri. The
Department will bear the ex-
penses of these students and
has allocated %15 lakh, he said.

Source: The Hindu, 11 November 2024, p.5

Tamil Virtual Academy to bring out textbooks for children abroad

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: To teach children
of non-resident Tamils
(NRTs) to read and write Ta-
mil, the Tamil Virtual Acade-
my (TVA)isplanningtobring
out Tamil textbooks from
next year. The academy has
created learning material for
five levels — Akaram (Clas-
ses I, II), Tkaram (I, IV, V),
Ukaram (VI, VII, VIII), Laka-
ram (IX, X), and Cikaram (XI,
XI).

“The textbooks will be
prepared with feedback from

NRTs and experts from the
State Council for Educatio-
nal Research and Training
(SCERT),” said R Madhura,
assistant director (acade-
mics), TVA. Unlike textbooks
prepared for state board stu-
dents, these books will make
reading Tamil a fun activity
as students may not read the
language in school. The les-
sons will also have examples
that students canrelate to.
The academy will also
conduct online classes to ex-
plain the lessons and clarify
doubts of students. “It's a

flexible course. A student
may join the course even in
Class VIII or X. So, one can fi-
nish the course in one year or
two years. But, after comple-
ting the first level, he or she

NOVEL APPROACH

will be able to read and wri-
te,” she added.

Further, students can ac-
cess textbooks through the
PAYIL app on their mobile
phones. The academy is also
preparing supplementary le-

Source: The Times of India, 29 November 2024, p.2

arning materials, including
videos. The evaluation will
be conducted online and will
test the reading and writing
abilities of children. “We are
planning to print 3,000 books
each for the first three levels
and 1,500 books each for the
fourth and fifth levels. These
books will be distributed by
Tamil Nadu Textbook and
Educational Services Corpo-
ration through its retail out-
lets,” said S R Gandhi, direc-
tor, TVA. The academy has
more than175 contact centres
in 38 countries.

About 10,000 students stu-
dying in Kendriya Vidyalay-
as in Tamil Nadu have also
enrolled in Tamil learning
courses. “We have entered in-
toanagreement with Kendri-
ya Vidyalaya Sangathanto te-
ach Tamil to their students.
Students from all boards, in-
cluding CBSE, can enrol in
these courses to learn Tamil.
1t is offered free of cost. They
must pay fees only for online
assessment,” headded.

The revised course con-
tent and outreach have incre-
asedenrolment in Tamil lear-
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ning courses tenfold in the
past two years. “From 2,937
students in 2022, it increased
to 29,501 in 2023. In total, we
have enrolled more than
70,000 students from across
the world in Tamil learning
courses,” headded.

TVA may also teach Tamil
to CBSE students to write the
Tamil compulsory exam in
Class X. The course content
may ease the nerves of pa-
rents and students as it is de-
signed toteach Tamil to those
who have not studied it in
school.



Maternal, infant deaths
register adip in TN

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Maternal deaths
have come down by nearly
half and infant deaths have
dropped to single digits in

Tamil Nadu over the past fi-

veyears, health minister Ma
Subramanian said on Fri-
day.
Addressing district he-
alth officials and city health
officers, Subramanian said
measures taken by health of-
ficials, doctors and health
staff brought down deaths
of mothers and infants.

In 2021-22, during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, maternal
deaths rose to 90.5 per one
lakh births in the state com-
pared to73 the previous year.
“Since then, we have seen a
continuous decline,” he sa-
id. In 2022-23, maternal de-
aths dropped to 52 per one
lakh births and to 45.5 in
2023-24.

“This year, the maternal
deaths dropped to 39.4,” he
said, quoting data between
January and October 2024
from the state’s health ma-

IMPROVING METRICS

MMR per lakh births | IMR per 1000 live births
202021 | 73 I .7
202122 | 905 | 10./
2022-23 | 5 I 10.2
202324 | 5.5 B 5
2024 [N 39.4 I 7.7

*(until Oct)

nagement information sy-
stem, a web-based system
that collects, stores and ana-
lyses health-related data. Si-
milarly infant deaths,
which were 9.7 per 1,000 live
births in 2020-21, rose to 10.4
during the pandemic in 2021-
22. The following year, it
dropped to10.2.

In 2023-24, it was 8.2. This
year, the state recorded 7.7
per 1,000 live births, he said,
lauding doctors for the ef-
forts they took to bring
down deaths.

Theministersaid thesta-
te would take adequate mea-
sures to bring down the ma-

Source: The Times of India, 16 November 2024, p.6

ternal mortality rate to zero.
*As govt representatives,
you must ensure that you do
everything for this,” he said.

The minister said health
officials must take steps to
prevent misappropriation
of funds by health staff as
happened in Pudukottai
where two public health ser-
vice staff members created
fake identities of pregnant
women and misappropria-
ted 718.6 lakh over five years
from the maternity benefit
scheme. One of the staff
members was suspended
and the other was dismis-
sed, he said.
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TN has over 50,000
malnourished kids,

says minister

Times News NETWORK

Madurai: As many as 26,215
children were identified as
severely malnourished,
while 50,940 were found to be
malnourished in Tamil Na-
du, state commercial tax
minister P Moorthy, said
hereon Friday.

In Madurai district, 613
children were identified as
severely malnourished, and
2,034 were mildly malnour-
ished, he added.

Moorthy addressed re-
porters after distributing
nutrition kits to beneficiar-
ies in Aiyarputhur hamlet
in Veerapandi panchayat,
Madurai district as part of
the chief minister's second
phase of the 'Oottasathai
Uruthi Sei' (ensure nutri-
tion) scheme, which he
launched in Arivalur dis-
trict.

According to a statement
from the district adminis-
tration, 77.3% of children

FOR NUTRITIOUS KIDS

identified as malnourished
returned to normal health
under this scheme, which is
significant
achievements of the govt.
Therefore, the govt is ex-

one of the

panding the project.

“There are 2,001 angan-
wadis in Madurai district.
Since the health of mothers
nursing the children is also
important, the district ad-
ministration is providing
two nutrikits to children
and one nutrikit to moth-

ers,” said the minister.

Source: The Times of India, 16 November 2024, p.7

Govt hospitals need more doctors

Over 5,000
0f 18,000
Sanctioned
Posts Vacant

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Govt hospitalsacross
the state are “dangerously un-
derstaffed” with 30% of the
sanctioned posts of doctors ly-
ingvacant, says the Tamil Nadu
Govt Doctors’ Association. In
Oct, more than 5000 of the
18,000 sanctioned posts were va-
cant, it said. The situation is ex-
pected to worsen between Dec
and Feb when nearly 1,000 ser-
ving doctors join postgraduate
courses.

And tobegin with the sanc-
tioned positions are much less
than therequirement, associa-
tion president Dr K Senthil
told TOL In many hospitals,
the number of doctors wasnot
raised while increasing the
number of beds and services,
hesaid.

“Vacancies make the situa-

Source: The Times of India, 6 November 2024, p.4

PRIMARY CARE

PHCs with just one

doctor against

sanctioned posts of five
Kallakurichi |
Rishivandyam, Tirunavalur,
Kariyalur, Pudhupettai,
Elavarasankottai,
Thiyagadurgam

Erode | Guruvareddiyur,
Athani, Thalavadi, Koogalur
Tiruvarur | Alagudi,
Thiruthurai Poondi,
Nanilaam, Kodaracherry

B Obst-gynec needed WM Posted
SECONDARY CARE TERTIARY CARE ®
Trichy Manaparai headquarter Nagapattinam medical
hospital CEMONC centre college and hospital ”
— 7 E— 1 7

0 | (2 non service PGs will leave
in 15 days)

Mannargudi GH CEMONC Centre | Tiruvarur medical college and hospital
I [ I ()
Vi 5
Tiruvarur: Koothanallur GH Vellore medical college and hospital
I | () | 32

- 7 Source: TN Govt docs Association

tion worse. Doctors are over-
worked and fatigued. Thereisa
risk of delays in emergency tre-
atment, complications, and pre-
mature deaths across GHs,” Dr
Senthil said. “Non-service PGs
have also started leaving as the-
ir bond period is over. It will ta-
ke at least March 2025 for the
fresh batch of students to come
in," headded.

In a letter to health secreta-
ry Supriya Sahu, thedoctors'as-
sociation urged the govt toexpe-
dite promotion and recruit-
ment processes to avoid a he-
althcare crisis. At least 2,500

(40%) posts in primary health
centres, 1,000 posts (33%) in se-
condary care hospitals, 250
posts in maternity hospitals,

2,000 obstetricians. “We have
just 850 obstetricians across
GHs in the state. Nearly 60% of
the 9.51akh deliveries in the sta-

and 2,500 posts inmedical colle-  te happen in govt hospitals. Gy-
ges are waiting to be filled, the  naecologists are among the
association said. most overworked,” said associ-

While vacancies exist in ationstate general secretary Dr
posts of physicians, general A Srinivasan.

surgeons, and anaesthetists,
the worst shortage is of obstet-
ricians-gynaecologists. Under
guidelines of the labour room
quality improvement initiative
(LaQshya), launched by the
Union health ministry, govt ho-
spitals in Tamil Nadu require

For example, in Sivagang-
ai district, there are three Ce-
monc hospitals where 17 obs-
tetricians-gynaecologists are
required as per LaQshya, but
only two doctors are available.
For five Cemonc hospitals in
Trichy, there are nine obstetri-
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cians-gynaecologists, while
the requirement is 30. At Ma-
naparai headquarters hospi-
tal, there are no gynaecolo-
gists in Cemonc centres aga-
inst the requirement of seven.
Several PHCs have just one
doctor against the require-
ment of five. “How can we re-
duce the maternal mortality
rate to 10 when we have nodoc-
tors available to screen preg-
nant women,” he asked.

In tertiary care medical
college hospitals, 500 posts of
professor, 1,000 posts of associ-
ate professor, and an equal
number of posts of assistant
professor are vacant. “Promo-
tions for associate professors
have been pending for more
than 20 months. The govt sho-
uld promote doctors and
others must be recruited,” Dr
Srinivasan said.

Health minister Ma Subra-
manian earlier told reporters
that recruitment is an ongoing
process. He said that while the
department is addressing legal
cases, the medical recruitment
hoard is consistently conduc-
ting examinations and proces-
sing lists of eligible candidates
for posts of doctors, nurses, and
other allied healthservices.



Staff shortage leaves obstetricians
and gynaecologists overworked

Doctors are forced to take turns doing frequent 24-hour shifts — in some cases two to three 24-hour shifts a week. Inquiries

with govt. OB-GYNs reveal that several health facilities have been short-staffed for years, and vacant posts remain unfilled

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

amil Nadu is facing

a shortage of obste-

tricians and gynae-
cologists (OB-GYNs) in ma-
ny of its Comprehensive
Emergency Obstetric and
Newborn Care (CEmONC)
centres. Some of the
centres are functioning
with skeleton staff, forcing
doctors to take turns doing
frequent 24-hour shifts — in
some cases two to three
24-hour shifts a week.

Inquiries with govern-
ment OB-GYNs across the
State revealed that several
health facilities had been
short-staffed for a number
of years, and vacant posts
remained unfilled. The sit-
uation was being managed
by skeleton staff, or by di-
verting doctors, aor by en-
gaging Non-Service Post
Graduates (NSPGs) during
their bond period. In such
a situation, the State’s go-
vernment’s ambitious plan
to reduce Maternal Mortal-
ity Ratio (MMR) from 45.5
per one lakh live births to
below 10 in two years by
constituting a task force is
far from the ground reality,
they say.

“The number of OB-
GYNs in CEmONC centres
is inadequate. This is a
field where one-to-one
monitoring and quick deci-
sion-making is required,
but we are unable to do so
as we have at least four oth-
er patients waiting. This is
not only a problem of doc-
tors being overworked but

Status report

Number of obstetricians and gynaecologists in Tamil Nadu (as per an official document)

490

atinstitutions falling under
the Directorate of Medical
Education and Research

AROUND 9 TO 10 LAKI

® There are 93 CEmONC
centres functioning at district
headquarters hospitals, taluk
government hospitals, and non-
taluk government hospitals - all
coming under the control of the
Directorate of Medical and
Rural Health

Services

475

at institutions falling under the
Directorate of Medical and
Rural Health Services

Newborn Care Centres

also a question of patient
safety. Rules mandate a
maximum of 48 hours of
work per week. But many
of us work for almost dou-
ble the mandated hours. In
the last 10 years, I have
seen a number of OB-GYNs
abandon service due to in-
creasing workload and
pressure,” an OB-GYN said,
on the condition of ano-
nymity.

Some doctors were ex-
periencing burnout, she
said, adding: “Voluntary
retirement is not permit-
ted. If a doctor goes on ma-
ternity leave, there is no
one to work in her place till
she returns.”

Another OB-GYN said
that the heavy workload
ends up affecting their de-

Source: The Hindu, 8 November 2024, p.8

cision-making ability by
the end of the week. Cur-
rently, two doctors were
managing the centre. “As a
result of this, we do 24-
hour duty two to three
times a week. We need at
least four to five OB-GYNs
here. In a ward of 40 to 50
patients, we have one staff
nurse and one OB-GYN on
duty. All routine work, in-
cluding new patients, de-
liveries including 10 to 15
LSCS (Lower segment cae-
sarean segment) a day,
emergency cases, and
those with medical compli-
cations such as hyperten-
sion need to be managed,”
she said.

The government was
pushing all deliveries to go-
vernment hospitals, but

28

atinstitutions falling under the
Directorate of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine

H DELIVERIES TAKE PLACE IN THE STATE EVERY YEAR

® The Health Minister earlier said that 99.9% of deliveries take
place in health facilities, of which 58% happen in

government institutions, Of the deliveries in
government institutions, 80% take place in
Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and

2,000-2,500
obstetricians and
gynaecologists
needed in the
State, say govt.
doctors

the manpower, sanctioned
10 to 15 years ago, re-
mained unchanged, anoth-
er doctor said. She and her
colleagues do 24-hour duty
once every four days. “We
need at least six to seven
OB-GYNs. There is a need
for more anaesthetists and
paediatricians, too,” she
said.

At another centre, OB-
GYNs take turns to do 24-
hour duty every third day.
“NSPGs who are willing to
continue in service are not
being absorbed by con-
ducting Special Qualifying
Examination. There are
CEmONC centres running
with a single doctor,” a
doctor said.

P. Saminathan, presi-
dent, Service Doctors and
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Post Graduates Associa-
tion, said, “When CE-
mONCs were established
in 2005, no exclusive posts
were created, but existing
posts of doctors in GHs
were redesignated. Each
CEmONC needs at least
four OB-GYNs, an equal
number of paediatricians,
and two anaesthetists on
call. In 2017, we made a re-
presentation to the govern-
ment to have a minimum
of seven OB-GYNs in CE-
mONC centres, and to
create exclusive posts, but
nothing has happened so
far. The number of deliver-
ies in the government sec-
tor has increased tremen-
dously, but the number of
sanctioned posts has not
increased comparatively,”
he said.

If the government wants
to reduce MMR, care
should penetrate to the
ground level. Steps should
be taken to post an OB-
GYN in every block in the
State, an official source
said.

Acknowledging that
there was a shortage of OB-
GYNs in the Directorates of
Medical Education and
Medical and Rural Health
Services, Health Minister
Ma. Subramanian told The
Hindu that he had issued
instructions last month to
hold walk-in interviews for
OB-GYNs. “We want to first
address the issue of vacan-
cies in OB-GYN, and then
look at other specialities. A
file has been sent to the Fi-
nance Department for ap-
proval,” he said.



New scheme by ICMR seeks to foster
novel ideas to develop health sector

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Aimed at encouraging In-
dian scientists to come up
with innovative ideas for
finding solutions to diffi-
cult health problems, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has an-
nounced a new initiative
called “First in the World
Challenge”. The ICMR is
the apex body in India for
the formulation, coordina-
tion and promotion of bio-
medical research and is
one of the oldest medical
research bodies in the
world.

The council said that the
scheme proposes to foster
novel, out of the box, futu-
ristic ideas, new know-
ledge generation, discov-
ery / development of
breakthrough health tech-
nologies (vaccines, drugs/
therapeutics, diagnostics,
interventions etc.), which

Cutting edge: The scheme hopes to bring about breakthrough
health technologies and therapeutics. FILE PHOTO

has never been thought,
tested or tried in the world
till date.

‘First of its kind’

“The proposal must have
bold research ideas with
significant  wide-ranging
impact and if successful
should have potential “first
of its kind’ biomedical and

Source: The Hindu, 3 November 2024, p.9

technological innovations
for better health outcomes
in the global context,” said
the Council in its order.

It added that proposals
aiming for ‘incremental
knowledge’ or ‘process in-
novation” will not be fund-
ed through this scheme.

The announcement
adds that this is a high-risk,
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high-reward initiative
where the odds of success
may be variable.

Worth the risk

“But ICMR considers it
worth taking the risk to
achieve something which
no one in the world has ev-
er done before. This pro-
gramme believes in taking
big chances for big re-
wards. Every attempt may
not work out, but the suc-
cesses will bring about a
huge revolution in biomed-
ical science,” it noted.

The proposals can be
submitted by an individual
or by a team of researchers
(either from a single insti-
tute or from multiple insti-
tutes). The selection com-
mittee will be formed by
experts of high repute, in-
novators, policy makers,
scientists with outstanding
record of conducting re-
search and innovation in
the biomedical domain.



‘Continuous efforts being made to ensure
nil vacancies in Health Department’

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

Weeks after a doctors’ as-
sociation stated that nearly
30% of the sanctioned
posts of doctors were va-
cant, Health Minister Ma.
Subramanian and senior
officials of the Health De-
partment on Monday said
that there were 1,353 va-
cant posts of doctors in the
Directorate of Public
Health (DPH) and Preven-
tive Medicine, 552 in the
Directorate of Medical and
Rural Health Services
(DMS), and 1,600 in the Di-
rectorate of Medical Edu-
cation (DME) and
Research.

The Minister said that
the notification for 2,553
posts of doctors was issued
by the Medical Services Re-
cruitment Board (MRB),
considering the 1,353 va-
cant posts in the DPH and
the vacancies that would
arise till 2026. With the
MRB examination sche-

Ma. Subramanian

duled to be held on Janu-
ary 27, 2025, he said that it
would fill the vacancies in
the directorate.
“Postgraduate doctors
working in the DPH would
move to the DME and the
DMS, thereby resulting in
nil vacancies in the two di-
rectorates. An illusion has
been created that there are
a large number of vacant
posts in the department.
We have been saying that
there are vacancies. There
are many court cases that
we continue to fight. There
are 38 court cases regard-
ing recruitment for 1,066

Source: The Hindu, 12 November 2024, p.6

posts of health inspectors,
and nearly 30 cases on the
recruitment of 2,250 vil-
lage health nurses,” he
said, after taking part in a
review meeting with offi-
cials of the Health
Department.

Continuous efforts were
being made to ensure nil
vacancies in the depart-
ment, he said.

When asked about the
vacancies in the DME and
the DMS, he said that there
were 552 vacant posts in
the DMS, while an official
said that there were 1,600
vacancies in the DME. The
vacant posts in the DME
would be filled once the
current batch of service
PGs join service; 1,100 of
them would join in Janu-
ary, and the remaining 500
in February, the official
said.

The Minister said that
the nurses recruited on a
temporary basis during the
COVID-19 pandemic were
being appointed to vacant
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posts in a phased manner.
Last year, 1,412 nurses were
appointed on contract. A
total of 1,271 regular posts
were vacant, and counsell-
ing for these posts would
be held on November 14
and 15 for those already
working on contract, and
appointment orders would
be issued by following the
rules, including those per-
taining to seniority and
communal rotation, he
said.

Already, 1,418 nurses
who were working on con-
tract had been brought un-
der timescale pay since
2021, he said. “After the
1,271 nurses take up regu-
lar posts, the remaining
954 nurses who were re-
cruited during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic would be
appointed on a contractual
basis, he said, adding that
following this exercise,
300 vacant posts of nurses
would remain, which
would be filled through the
MRB.



Six MBBS and 28 BDS
seats vacant after four
rounds of counselling

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: At least six out of
8,379 MBBSseatsand 28 outof
2,113BDS seatsunderthestate
quotaare vacant after four ro-
unds of counselling by the
state selection committee.
The committee has barred 20
students, who did not take se-
ats allotted to them in the
stray round, from participa-
ting in the 2025 counselling
process.

Two MBBS students, who
were allotted seats in the se-
cond and third rounds, were
asked to pay tuition and dis-
continuation fees of nearly
225 lakh but were not debar-
red. “They paid a penalty for
leaving the college after the
deadline for resignations.
Twelve seats in BDS were not
allotted toanyone as there we-
renocandidates. The number
of vacancies is fewer this ye-
ar compared to last year. In
2023, after six rounds of coun-
selling, five MBBS seats and
120 BDS seats remained va-
cant,” an official said.

Since the deadline given
by the National Medical Com-
mission for admission to un-
dergraduate medical and
dental courses has ended, the
state would not be able to ad-
mitstudents to these seats, sa-
id director of medical educa-
tion DrJ Sangumani.

Aseniormember of these-
lection committee said, “We
implemented more stringent
rules to prevent vacancies
and also communicated with
students.” To prevent vacan-
cies in state quota, the state
asked candidatesto pay anad-
ditional security deposit of ¥5
lakh for MBBS counselling
and 22 lakh for BDS counsel-
ling ahead of the stray (last)
vacancy round. The notifica-
tion said candidates must for-
feit their deposits, pay tuition
fee and discontinuation fee if
theydonotjointhecoursesaf-
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FILL THE GAP

Govt colleges 5,050
Self financing 3,450
state pvt univ 550
BDS

Govt colleges 250
Self financing 1,900
VACANT SEAT
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Source: Selection Committee, DME

ter being allocated a seat in
the final round. In addition,
candidates will be barred
from participating in the ad-
mission process for the follo-
wingacademic year.

However, all could not be
implemented. While all can-
didates who did not join the
seats were debarred, the com-
mittee could not collect fines
from all candidates. Two of
the four MBBS candidates
and 12 of the 16 BDS candida-
tes had applied under the
scheduled category. Under
the Adi Dravidar Welfare
scheme, students from SC/
SCA/SCC are exempted from
paying a security deposit.
The scheme offers post-mat-
ric scholarships based on re-
commendations of the fee fix-
ation committee.

Source: The Times of India,

9 November 2024, p.4

‘Influenza A and B
viruses causing 75%
of respiratory illness’

Influenza A alone is found to be responsible for 44% of the cases reported,

while the circulation of SARS-CoV-2 is at an all-ime low, says report

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he State Public
T Health Laboratory
(SPHL), upon test-

ing 326 respiratory sam-
ples of patients with In-
fluenza-Like Illness (ILI)
from 38 districts, found
that Influenza A and In-
fluenza B viruses were pre-
dominantly circulating in
the community, causing
75.4% of respiratory illness
among both children and
adults in the State.

Among the influenza vi-
ruses, Influenza A (HINI)
alone was found to be res-
ponsible for 44% of the in-
fluenza cases reported.

The Respiratory Syncy-
tial Virus (RSV) A and B

There is an increase
in fever trend across
the State during
monsoon and the
winter months, says
DPH report

were also commonly de-
tected in the ILI cases (nine
per cent) that caused mild
illness, while the circula-
tion of SARS-CoV-2 (CO-
VID-19) was at an all-time
low.

The Directorate of Pu-
blic Health (DPH) and Pre-
ventive Medicine, in a re-
port on fever and flu-like
illness in Tamil Nadu (is-
sued on Thursday), said
that there was an increase
in fever trend across the

Source: The Hindu, 15 November 2024, p.5
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State during monsoon and
the winter months.

This was evident from
the data from the Integrat-
ed Disease Surveillance
Programme-Integrated
Health Information Plat-
form that showed a decline
in cases during summer
(April to June), followed by
an increase in cases during
MOnsoon.

According to the World
Health Organization, the
pandemic Influenza A
(HINI) virus would conti-
nue to be in circulation as a
seasonal influenza for
years to come.

So, there is no need to
panic. In the current situa-
tion, the circulating virus/
pathogens were causing
mild illness.



‘ON THE DECLINE’

20K dengue
cases, 8 deaths
recorded in
TN this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

A total of 20,138 dengue cases
and 8 deaths have been record-
ed from January 1 to November
5 this year, the health depart-
ment said in a statement.

Surveillance has been inten-
sified and all steps are being
taken to contain the spread of
dengue, it said. Delay in seek-
ing medical care had led to the
death of the eight persons,
which includes a six-vear-old
girl from Chengalpattu district.
With the intensified efforts,
dengue mortality has seen a no-
table reduction this year com-
pared to previous years, the
statement added.

The statement comes in the
backdrop of accusations of
negligence from opposition
party over the death of the
girl.

According to the statement,
the state reported 30,425 den-
gue cases in 2022 and it dropped
to 29,401 in 2023. The govern-
mentremains vigilant in moni-
toring dengue cases and is well-
equipped in diagnosing,
treating and preventing further
cases, the release said.

The northeast monsoon sea-
son often leads to a rise in vec-
tor-borne diseases, especially
dengue, due to water stagna-
tion in domestic and peri-do-
mestic areas. Dengue cases
generally increase between No-
vember and December, the
statement added.

Source: The New Indian Express,
8 November 2024, p.4

TN to appoint 3,505 doctors
for govt hospitals by Feb

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The state health de-
partment will fill 3,505 vacan-
cies for doctors by Feb, health
minister Ma Subramanian
said. The department will al-
sorecruit1,271 nurses this we-
ek, hesaid.

“There are vacancies in
govt hospitals, but it is not as
bad as it is projected by the
media, doctors, or some politi-
calleaders,” he said in a press
conference addressed along
with senior health officials,
including health secretary
Supriva Sahu. Last week, at
least two govt doctors' associ-
ations said at least 60% of the
sanctioned 18,000 postsin govt
hospitals were vacant across
the state.

While promotion counsel-
ling for associate professors
and professors was delayed
for a year, recruitment exams
for freshers have been pen-

ding since July, they said. Po-
litical leaders, including
NTK'’s Seeman, leader of op-
position and ATADMK gene-
ral secretary Edappadi K Pa-
laniswami, and former Al-
ADMIK co-ordinator O Panne-
erselvam criticised the govt
for vacanciesin GHs.

On Monday, the minister
said 1,353 posts of doctors in
directorate of public health
(DPH), 1,600 posts in directo-
rate of medical education
(DME), and 552 posts in direc-
torate of medical services
(DMS) were vacant. “The sta-
te has estimated that the va-
cancy for DPH will be 2,553 un-
til 2026. The medical recruit-
ment board will conduct an
online examination in Janua-
ry and appoint doctors for
DPH,” he said. Meanwhile, in
January and February, post-
graduates —in-service candi-
dates and non-service PG re-
quired to serve bond periods

Source: The Times of India, 12 November 2024, p.2

TENVol. | Issue 7 | November 2024 | Page 50

— will be posted in vacant
posts at the DMS and DME.
“By Jan, 80% of the posts will
be filled, and the remaining
will be filled in February”
DME J Sangumani said.

In the nursing category,
1,412 contract nurses who we-
re appointed by the govt after
their service during Covid-19
will be given priority during
the appointment of perma-
nent nurses. “Based on senio-
rity and communal rotation,
1,271 nurses will be appointed
by the govt. Priority will be gi-
ven to nurses who are on cont-
ract. After this is carried out,
theremaining 954 nurses who
worked during Covid will be
offered jobs based on vacanci-
es,” hesaid.

The minister did not ans-
wer questions on why doctors
and nurses were being appo-
inted on contract, and on dela-
ys in conducting recruitment
exams.



Hospitals to have a tag system for
patient’s attendants: Health Minister

Such a system was rolled out on a pilot basis at the Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital in early October to ensure the safety of healthcare

professionals; it will now be implemented at 36 govt. medical college hospitals, 37 district headquarters hospitals, and 320 taluk hospitals, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

day after a senior
A medical oncologist
was attacked by a

patient’s son at the Kalaig-
nar Centenary Super Spe-
cialty Hospital (KCSSH),
Tamil Nadu Health Minis-
ter Ma. Subramanian on
Thursday said that a tag
system for patients’ atten-
dants would be introduced
in phases at all govern-
ment medical college hos-
pitals, district headquar-
ters hospitals, and taluk
hospitals.

Such a system was
rolled out at the Rajiv
Gandhi Government Gen-
eral Hospital (RGGGH) in
early October to prevent
crowding and ensure the
safety of healthcare pro-
fessionals after the rape
and murder of a postgrad-
uate student at R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hos-
pital (RGKMCH), Kolkata.

“The tag system was im-
plemented at the RGGGH
on a pilot basis. Now, the
Directorates of Medical
Education and Research
and Medical and Rural
Health Services will imple-
ment it for the attendants
of patients in phases. This
will be implemented at 36
government medical col-

lege hospitals, 37 district
headquarters hospitals,
and 320 taluk hospitals,”
he told reporters.

There will be tags of
four different colours to in-
dicate where a patient is
admitted — green for the
attendants of patients of
surgical super specialties,
red for the intensive care
units (ICUs), yellow for
super specialty depart-
ments, and blue for gener-
al wards. Two tags would
be issued for each patient,
he added.

The Minister further
said that the number of
persons seeking medical
care at government hospi-
tals had increased tremen-
dously. “Many who were
getting treated in the priv-
ate sector have shifted to
the government sector ow-
ing to the increased trust
in government hospitals,
the improvement in infras-
tructure, and the increase
in services. Earlier, pay
wards were available only
at the RGGGH. Now, they
are available at nearly 15
government hospitals. Per-
sons belonging to the mid-
dle-income group are uti-
lising these services,” he
said.

Following the Kolkata
incident, a number of deci-
sions were taken at a high-

Source: The Hindu, 15 November 2024, p.4

Centenary Super Specialty Hospital on Thursday. M. SRINATH

level meeting convened by
the Chief Secretary to im-
prove security on the hos-
pital premises. These deci-
sions are being
implemented by the three
health directorates. They
include joint security au-
dits by the police and
health departments at all
government medical col-
lege hospitals and govern-
ment hospitals, making
sure that all closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras
are functional and their
footage is monitored con-
tinuously, proper lighting,
and strengthening of pol-
ice outposts.

Balaji Jegannathan, as-
sociate professor, medical
oncology, KCSSH, was
stabbed at seven places on
Wednesday. The doctor
had cardiac ailments and
received a pacemaker ear-
lier. Mr. Subramanian,
who met the doctor on
Thursday morning, said,
“He is doing well. Repre-
sentatives of the pacemak-
er company checked the
functionality of the device,
and will do a recheck. He
will be shifted from the
ICU to a separate ward af-
ter a few tests..”

Condemning the attack,
the Tamil Nadu Govern-

ment Doctors’ Association
(TNGDA) had announced a
State-wide indefinite
strike, which commenced
on Wednesday afternoon.
The Health Minister said 11
associations of doctors
and nurses took part in the
talks held on Wednesday
evening. Following this, all
associations that went on a
strike assured him that
medical services across
the State would remain un-
affected on Thursday.

Safety measures
Meanwhile, the Directo-
rate of Medical Education
(DME) and Research has
instructed the deans of the
government medical col-
lege hospitals to install bag
scanners and door frame
metal detectors propor-
tionate to the outpatient
and inpatient load at the
entrances.

The DME said all hospi-
tals should provide hand-
held metal detectors to se-
curity personnel posted at
important locations, in-
cluding entrance to emer-
gency rooms and ICUs.

The deans were told to
ensure that the instruc-
tions were adhered to im-
mediately, and submit re-
ports on the action taken
to the directorate. A visi-
tors’ pass policy for atten-
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dants or relatives of pa-
tients should be strictly
implemented, the DME
said, adding that the deans
should take stock of the
number of CCTV cameras
and their condition at hos-
pitals. A security control
room should be set up,
and manned round the
clock.

Hospitals should con-
duct one round of security
audit immediately. Rou-
tine patrolling by security
personnel at all hospitals
during night, liaisoning
with the nearest police sta-
tion, and adequate num-
ber of personnel at police
outposts at  hospitals
should be ensured, the
DME said.

Reduce burden: PMK
PMK president Anbumani
Ramadoss has demanded
that the government re-
duce the work burden on
doctors.

He told reporters in Sa-
lem that the number of
doctors and nurses in go-
vernment hospitals was in-
adequate, and efforts
should be made to fill the
vacancies.

Dr. Anbumani said that
it was the duty of the go-
vernment to protect doc-
tors by providing adequate
security.



State declares snake bite a notified disease

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
on Friday announced that
snake bites have been declared
as a notified disease under the
Tamil Nadu Public Health Act,
1939, becoming only the second
state in India after Karnataka
to do so.

The state reports around
13,000-16,000 snake bite cases in
the official portal every vear,
75% of which are from non-
venomous snakes, said Dr T S
Selvavinayagam, director of
publie health and preventive
medicine.

This move is in line with the
Union Health Ministry’s action

plan to reduce snake bite deaths
by half by 2030, an official re-
lease said, adding that it would
also improve data collection,
clinical infrastructure and al-
location of anti-snake venom to
hospitals. The World Health Or-
ganisation has also launched a
global initiative to control
snake bite-induced deaths and
disabilities, the release said.

A Government Order was is-
sued by the state’s health de-
partment on November 4 and a

notification was later published
in the Tamil Nadu gover nment
gazette, mandating all public
and private hospitals to com-
pulsorily notify snake bites in
the Integrated Health Informa-
tion Platform-Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance Programme
{IHIP-IDSP).

The release further stated
that snake bites cause high
morbidity and mortality in ag-
ricultural workers, children
and vulnerable sections living

The state reports around 13,000-16,000 snake bite cases
in the official portal every year, 75% of which are

fromnon-venomous snakes

Dr T 5 Selvavinayagam

in snake-endemic regions. It
also noted that there is a sig-
nificant gap between snake
bites reported and deaths
caused. Notifying it as a disease
would help in enacting compre-
hensive prevention and treat-
ment strategies for snake bites,
the release added.

Snake bite envenomation is
an acute life-threatening medi-
cal condition. It is also a pre-
ventable public health condi-
tion often faced by rural
populations in tropical and
subtropical countries.

In February, Karnataka be-
came the first state in the coun-
try to make snake bites a noti-
fied disease.

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 November 2024, p.3

All docs, hospitals must
report snake bites to govt

To Ensure All
Data Will Be
AvailableTo
Authorities

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
made it mandatory fordoc-
tors and hospitals to decla-
re snake bite cases to pub-
lichealthauthoritiesthro-
ugh the infectious disease
surveillance portal. This
istoensurethegovthasda-
ta on the incidence of sna-
ke bites, access to vaccina-
tion, complications, and
deaths to formulate effec-
tive health policies.
TheDirectorate of Pub-
lic Health declared animal
bites a significant public
health problem earlier
this year. Director of Pub-

WHAT THE NUMBERS SAY

Snake bites cases and deaths from 2020 to 7 Nov 2024

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024*

Cases 21,698 7,281 15,120 19,795 | 13,518

Death - 0 17 43 21
*(Till 7 Nov 2024)

lic Health Dr T S Selva Vi-
nayagam has instructed
officials to ensure round-
the-clock availability of
snake serum and rabies
vaccine in all PHCs and
CHCs. “Now at least 10 vi-
als of snake venom and 20
vials of rabies vaccines
are maintained at any po-
int in time. We have told
doctors and nurses that
snake serum should be ad-
ministered to all snake bi-
te cases reported in the
PHC/CHC before refer-
ring them to tertiary care.
There is no need for any
test doses before admini-
stering the serum,” Dr Sel-
va Vinavagam said.

Source: The Times of India, 9 November 2024, p.5

Although more than
70% of snake bites are lik-
ely to be non-venomous,
doctors must give victims
anti-venom shots as a pre-
caution, hesaid. Some spe-
cies of snakes, such as co-
bras and vipers, carry cer-
tain types of venom that
can cause swelling and tis-
sue damage at the bite site,
disrupt blood vessels, cau-
se paralysis, damage the
nervous system, break
down muscles, and cause
complications, including
death.

In2024,therewere2lde-
aths and 13,518 snake bite
cases reported until
Thursday, compared to 43

deaths and 19,795 cases of
snake bites in 2023. “These
numbers are not a comple-
te record of bites or de-
aths. We see awide gap bet-
ween the number of snake-
bite deaths reported from
direct surveys and official
data,” said additional di-
rector of public health (di-
sease control) Dr P Sam-
path. “Underreporting re-
sults in insufficient atten-
tion to the problem.
Making snakebite a notifi-
able disease is expected to
improve data collection,
resource allocation, pre-
vention, and treatment,”
hesaid.

On Thursday, the state
gazette notification sig-
ned by healthsecretary Su-
priyva Sahu said snakebite
has been declared a notifi-
able disease in Tamil Na-
du. The state health de-
partment will work with
forest officials to map sna-
ke population and species
across the state.
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State govt. to increase Innuyir Kappom
funding for accident victims to 32 lakh

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The State government will
soon increase funding un-
der the Innuyir Kappom-
Nammai  Kakkum 48
scheme from %1 lakh to 32
lakh. The scheme, which
funds the treatment of per-
sons injured in road acci-
dents for the first 48 hours,
has covered three lakh be-
neficiaries so far, accord-
ing to Health Minister Ma.
Subramanian.

After meeting the
3,00,000" beneficiary at
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital (RGGGH)
on Thursday, the Minister
said that the government
had spent ¥261.46 crore on

the scheme that was
launched in December
2021.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin was requested to in-
crease the amount and, ac-
cordingly, the decision to

Health Minister Ma. Subramanian meeting the 3,00,000 beneficiary
of the Innuyir Kappom-Nammai Kakkum 48 at Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospital on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

do so was announced in
the last Budget. The pro-
cess was under way, and
the increase would take ef-
fect soon, Mr. Subrama-
nian said, while addressing
the media.

MRB examination

Mr. Subramanian said that
applications following the
notification from the Medi-
cal Services Recruitment

Source: The Hindu, 8 November 2024, p.8

Board for 2,553 posts of
doctors were received till
July 15. A total of 23,917 pe-
ople had applied for the
posts. The certificate verifi-
cation was under way, and
the list of agencies eligible
to hold the online exami-
nation was being drawn
up, and will be finalised
soon, he said.

“The examination will
be held on January 27,

2025,” he said, adding that
the 2,553 posts were ar-
rived at, taking into consid-
eration the vacancies aris-
ing till 2026.

The Minister, however,
denied that there was a
shortage of doctors in go-
vernment hospitals in the
State. Citing the example of
RGGGH, which receives
10,000 to 15,000 outpa-
tients a day, he said that
there were a total of 4,870
employees, including
1,002 doctors, 2,000 post-
graduate medical students,
709 staff nurses, 143 hospi-
tal workers, and 194 nurs-
ing assistants.

“Steps are being taken
to fill the vacant posts in
the State as per rules,” he
added.

Health Secretary Supri-
ya Sahu, Director of Medi-
cal Education and Re-
search J. Sangumani, and
RGGGH dean E. Theranira-
jan were present.

Health Dept. pushes for annual check-ups for those with diabetes

The Hindu Bureau

and nerves. The imple-

facility nearest to them for

with diabetes through the
MTM scheme should un-

sis remains one of the high-

CHENNAI

Through Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam (MTM), the
Directorate of Public
Health (DPH) and Preven-
tive Medicine is now push-
ing for annual check-ups
for persons with prolonged
diabetes to keep a check
on complications. The di-
rectorate is looking to take
the next step to facilitate
persons diagnosed with
diabetes through MTM to
undergo three tests every
year to screen for diabetes-
related complications af-
fecting the kidneys, eyes,

mentation of MTM, Tamil
Nadu’s flagship scheme to
take healthcare to the
doorstep of the people, has
crossed three years.

According to data from
the directorate, a total of
48,86,887 persons were
being provided with first-
time services for diabetes
as of November 2. There
were a total of 43,86,674
persons diagnosed with
both hypertension and dia-
betes under the MTM
scheme.

“While providing drugs
at  people’s doorsteps
through women health vo-

Source: The Hindu, 5 November 2024, p.6
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Persons diagnosed with
diabetes under the MTM
scheme should undergo
3 assessments every year

nephropathy,
retinopathy, and
neuropathy

T.S. SELVAVINAYAGAM
Director of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine

lunteers (WHV) under the
MTM scheme has reduced
the out-of-pocket expendi-
ture for beneficiaries, we
want them to visit a health

a check-up so we can as-
sess the impact of these
medications. Assessing the
control remains a chal-
lenge,” said T.S. Selvavi-
nayagam, Director of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine.

Major challenge

With diabetes-related com-
plications being a major
challenge, the directorate,
in a step to move forward,
is pushing for screening of
complications for persons
with long-standing dia-
betes, he said.

“Persons diagnosed

dergo three assessments
every year — nephropathy,
retinopathy, and neuro-
pathy. To check the kid-
neys, we can perform tests
at the primary health
centres to check for urine
albumin, while we have
blocklevel tele wision
centres, where the eyes
can be checked. If a person
has any symptoms includ-
ing loss of sensation or
pain, they should imme-
diately get checked for dia-
betic neuropathy,” Dr. Sel-
vavinayagam said.

Noting that haemodialy-
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ly-covered procedures un-
der the Chief Minister’s
Comprehensive Health In-
surance Scheme, he said
this indicated the need for
early detection of diabetes-
related complications; one
of which is kidney disease.

“We are now asking pe-
ople to undergo annual
check-ups. Uncontrolled
diabetes and hypertension
carry a high risk of compli-
cations. In many cases,
diagnosis of diabetes in it-
self is late as some remain
undiagnosed for two to
three years,” Dr. Selvavi-
nayagam added.



Environment

Vivek.

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Once a parched
town relying on tractors to
fetch water, Thirukazhu-
kundram is now on revival
mode. The panchayat levera-
ged multiple govt schemes to
restore 16 long-neglected
ponds and boost groundwa-
ter levels in nearby villages,
investing ¥4.17 crore.

Located in Chengalpet
district, Thirukazhukund-
ram Special Grade Munici-
pality spans 11.20 sq km and
encompasses 18 wards with
8,300 households spread
across Mangalam, Rudran-
koil, M N Kuppam and Thiru-
kazhukundram panchayats.
Daily water consumption is
24lakh litres, mainly sourced

BEFORE & AFTER: Vannam Kulam in Thirukazhukundram town was selected for r

iy

e S
under Kalaignar

Scheme in 2023

Urban D

from Palar River and Keera-
pakkam Lake.

The 16 ponds in the area
were essential groundwater
sources, but years of neglect
led to a drop in groundwater
levels by 2015. Worse, the Pa-

lar — which once supplied
50% of the municipality’s
drinking water — dried up
due to inadequate rainfal-
land and the municipality
brought water by tractors, li-
miting each household to 2-4

Source: The Times of India, 5 November 2024, p.3

pots.

Fortunately, rainfall in
subsequent years helped
things, prompting residents
to call for measures to streng-
then groundwaterlevels. GD
Yuvaraj, the panchayat cha-

irman, said that upon taking
office, he secured funds from
the 15th Finance Commis-
sion to create a model pond.
“We revived Sunambu Ku-
lam in Mangalam by deepe-
ning it and raising the bund

height, allowing it to hold up
to 30 ft water. After the rains,
water storage increased, and
nearby wells saw improved
water quality,” he said.

In 2023, Vannam Kulam in
Thirukazhukundram town
was selected for restoration
under Kalaignar Urban De-
velopment Scheme (KNMT).
“Previously, water would dry
up by April or May. After de-
silting, it now lasts over a ye-
ar,” Yuvaraj said. “We have
also undertaken revival of
Thondanar Theertham, Indi-
ra Theertham, Andu Arasan
Kulam, and Valai Kulam un-
der Amrut 2.0 and KNMT. So-
on, these ponds will be full,
with desilting, strengthened
banks, walkways, and new
lighting tobeautify thearea.”

C S Seenuvasan, a resi-

dent, says only a few ponds
were desilted 15 years ago,
and only one was successful-
ly revived. “Our well water is
also salty,” he noted, empha-
sising the long-standing de-
mand for pond restoration.
“It's essential that these
ponds are well-maintained in
the yearsahead, withregular
desilting.”

Aravindan Sampath Ku-
mar, a long-time resident, sa-
id the restoration hasalsoen-
hanced safety “A walking
track has been added at Van-
nam Kulam, behind Thiru-
kazhukundram Boys School.
Lights have been installed to
deter anti-social activities,
and now yoga and self-defen-
ce classes are held here. Just
three years ago, the area was
inapathetic state,” hesaid.

Retteri lake to turn into eco-tourism hub

Vivek Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Once a neglected
waterbody, Retteri lake is be-
ing transformed into a thriv-
ing eco-tourism hotspot. The
CMDA expect to complete the
ambitiousrestoration project
by May next year. The lake
will feature linear parks,
three verdant mud islands,
boating facilities, and pedes-
trian-friendly walkways,
among other amenities.

At a time when many
lakes in the city face degrada-
tion, CMDA isreviving 12 ma-
jor water bodies across the
city and suburbs. This in-
cludes lakes in Perumbak-
kam, Perungudi, Velachery
and Puzhal. A comprehensive
roadmap has been designed
torestore, protect, and beauti-
fy these lakes while integrat-
ing community spaces.

Retterilake, spanning 3.09
acres, is being rejuvenated at
a cost of over 710 crore. The
water resources department
(WRD) has completed desilt-
ing and boosting its storage
capacity from 33 mcft to 45
meft. “This will enhance

FACILITIES COMING UP

File Pic

Gym and Play
Equipment | Entrance
pavilion | Swanky
ramps | Connecting
bridges | Shaded
canopies | Seating |
Parking areas |
Pitching areas |
Walkways |
Landscaping | Seating

arrangements
Broad walkways close
to water

groundwater recharge and
manage runoff. Using the de-
silted mud, we've created
three square-shaped mud is-
lands with dimensions of
200m x 200m and 160m x 160m.
These islands are planted
with 10,000 saplings and spe-
cial grass, forming layered
mounds,”a WRD official said.

A transparent compound
wall is also being constructed
to prevent future encroach-
ments. “We aim to preserve
the lake as a public asset
while addressing encroach-
ment issues. A detailed data-

Source: The Times of India, 20 November 2024, p.2

base of each lake, including
its history and challenges,
has been created to guide re-
development,” said a CMDA
official.

Harshitha Mruthyunjaya,
co-founder of Alcon, the com-
pany leading the restoration,
stressed on the lake’s un-
tapped potential. “Through
design interventions such as
permeable paving and land-
scaping that improves the mi-
croclimate, we're transform-
ing Retteri lake into a land-
mark,” she said.

The project’s design prior-
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itises ecological and commu-
nity benefits. CMDA officials
highlighted that the initiative
would enhance habitats for
migratory birds, improve
shade, reduce the urban heat
island effect, and ensure wa-
ter permeability:.

Proposed amenities in-
clude a sculptural entrance
canopy, bridges connecting
different bund sections, turf
play zones for children,
boardwalks, an outdoor gym,
shaded seating, a community
library, and landscaped areas
for the public.
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Overflowing Adyar as seen from Maraimalai Adigal Bridge during 2015 Chennai
floods; (inset) a man maves to safe place from Kotturpuram in 2015 | expaesssem

INTHE MIDST OF A “VERY
REAL’ CLIMATE CHANGE

KRUPA GE

didn’'t know much about

Long Tank that seemsto have

snaked through what is T Na-

gar today according toa map

that has been etched in my
memory ever since I first en-
countered it, until a foew years
ago.

During research for Rivers
Remember, I stumbled upon a
large sized digital map and I
obsessively zoomed and
zoomed into it, until I found
what would have been the
main roadaround my home. It
was... inside the Long Tank.

As I write this, a submersi-
ble motor is furiously pump-
ing water out of my building’s
basement parking lot. Every
vear, before the fears of flood-
ing begin to creep into others
around me, even as they post
photos of rain-drenched
leaves, crisp banana fritters
and tea, set to llaivaraja’s mu-
sic on their Insta stories,
a slow trickle of water
emerging from a gap in the
wall in my basement begins to
gnaw away at the peace in
our otherwise amiable
neighbourhood.

A basement car park inside
Long Tank is self sabotage, we
know that now. But in the
vears before 2015, this trickle
wasjust called ‘seepage’. Asa
solution to this seepage, an
engineer suggested a second-
ary wall. The secondary wall
too has a hole these days,
through which water makes
its way to flood our
basement.

As a mother now, I worry
doubly about that double wall.
What if it crashes one day
from the wetness of all this

K
Above 'Ilater
TNIE invites
prominent citizens
to pen their
experiences and
suggestions that
can help mitigate
the impact of rain

seepage? What if it hurts
someone?

The trauma of the 2015
floods is not just mine. It is
collective and I know this be-
cause around October to De-
cember, every vear since the
time I wrote a book about it,
people have remembered me,
the book, and the floods.

As the recent episode of
heavy rain alert from mid-Oc-
tober shows us, the govern-
ment machinery too seems to
have a sense that there needs
to be more communication,

better preparedness and a re-
liance on weather systems
(even if they be unpredictable
at times) from the state and
people.

As we await the first major
rain in the season, one hopes
for preparedness in other ar-
easas well.

The wishlist just as every
vear starts with important
but immediately doable items
like unclogging of drains,
pumps in lower neighbour-
hoods where water doesn’t
naturally drain on its own be-
cause of the city's relatively
flat terrain, better communi-
cation between various gov-
ernment departments and
with public, a check on reser-
voir levels, flood forecasting,
and, long-term plans that in-
volve consultations with cli-
mate scientists about even
things like how high should
we be building in low-lying ar-
eas. Climate change is very
real for us here in Chennai,
we are in its midst every mon-
soon. Any plans for our city’s
future must be mindful of this
fact.

Every vear the rains bring
these thoughts, and then we
move on, because beyvond the
days of the rain, we all have
other battles. Including exces-
sive heat our city is subject to,
like the most of this year.

It's still pretty hot as I write
this, unmindful of which chil-
dren are playing a game of
hide and seek just outside my
home. One is grateful for some
things that don’t change.

(Krupa Ge, a Chennai-
based writer has authored
‘Rivers Remember’ that
speaks about the Chennai
floods of 2015)

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 November 2024, p.2
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Accessible viewing points identified at
Pallikaranai marsh for birdwatching

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

With the migratory bird
season in full swing,
there’s no better place in
Chennai for birdwatching
than the Pallikaranai
marshland.

This biodiverse area,
despite its reduced size, re-
mains a favourite for bird
enthusiasts. A few birders,
who are regular users of
eBird — a platform for col-
lating details about birds
and for birders to maintain
records of their sightings —
have identified accessible
viewing points that make
birdwatching easy for
anyone, especially begin-
ners.

While some watchtow-
ers set up by the Forest De-
partment are not in a usa-
ble condition, the easily
accessible viewing points
along the road provide ex-
cellent vantage spots to ob-
serve a variety of birds, in-
cluding the spot-billed

[y

Vantage spots: Subramanian Sankar, a hotspot editor on eBird, points out that the roadside viewing

spots are great for rapid checklists of bird sightings. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

pelican, black-winged stilt,
marsh sandpiper, wood
sandpiper, black-headed
ibis, and pied myna.

Spots for birdwatching
The viewing points, all sit-
uated near the Pallikaranai
eco-park, are collated by
Subramanian Sankar and
Aravind Tamilmani.

The first two spots are
located near the Velachery
railway station.

Source: The Hindu, 3 November 2024, p.2

Further along, the third
hotspot is situated next to
the National Institute of
Wind Energy. Just ahead of
this is the fourth viewing
point, located before the
flyover. Finally, the fifth
hotspot can be found op-
posite the Kamakshi Hospi-
tal.

Mr. Sankar, a hotspot
editor on eBird, points out
that the roadside viewing
spots are great for rapid
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checklists of bird sightings,
but the marshland suffers
from sewage and garbage
problems. Garbage is
picked up from the roads
only. So, the wetland itself
is often left dirty. While the
road has been cleaned,
there’s still a lot of litter on
the marsh, he says.

He suggested that the
Forest Department could
step in by putting up sign-
boards.



Forest department’s trekking
initiative draws large crowds

Oppili.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Wil-
derness Experience Cor-
poration (TNWEC), partof
the state forest depart-
ment, launched its first
batch of treks on Friday,
drawing a large number of
nature enthusiasts across
17 locations statewide.

TNWEC director Vis-
miju Viswanathan report-
ed overwhelming partici-
pation, with trekkers ex-
ploring three types of
trails: easy, moderate, and
tough.

Participants embarked
on seven easy trails, six
moderate routes, and four
challenging paths, each
guided by experienced
leaders. Alltrekkerssafely
returned to the starting
points after navigating the
trails, headded.

However, the Baraliyar
trek, which is an easy trail
in Coimbatore forest divi-
sion, faced a delay due to
wild elephant movement
along the designated path.
This particular trek saw 14
participants, including
five women.

AWAY THEY GO: First batch of treks Iaunched across 1}' Incatnnns

MP Kavin Kumar from
Erode, afirst-time trekker,
appreciated the depart-
ment’s preparations.
“They provided us with a
bag containing a cap, pro-
tein bar, and fruit juice. It
was a well-organised expe-
rience,” he said.

Nivedhitha Rajasekar,
another participant, said
that most trekkers in the
Baraliyar group were from
Erode. She welcomed the
forest department’s ar-
rangements, including the
effortsof seniorforest offi-
cials who accompanied
them. “The officials ex-
plained the area’s biodi-
versity, wildlife manage-

Source: The Times of India, 2 November 2024, p.3

ment strategies, and con-
servation efforts.

A total of 124 trekking
routes have been identi-
fied by the forest depart-
ment, with 40 selected to
launch the programme.

Trekking enthusiasts
can register for upcoming

treks by visiting the
TNWEC website
(www.trektamilna-

du.com) for more details.
Fees range from %599 to
Z5,099, depending on trek
type and distance.

The treks cover forest
trails spanning three to
18km, withdurationsrang-
ing from approximately
two to 10 hours.
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Chennai’s air pollution level critical on D-day

Lowest AQI of 150 recorded in Tiruvottiyur, highest of 287 in Valasaravakkam; noise level highest in Nungambakkam

PLACES THAT RECORDED AN AQI OF MORE THAN 150 ON DEEPAVALI

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

DESPITE coordinated efforts
by the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB), gov-
ernment restrictions on fire-
cracker use, and extensive
awareness campaigns, data col-
lected across 39 locations in
Tamil Nadu from October 24 to
November 1 revealed signifi-
cant pollution spikes across
several districts. On Deepavali,
Tamil Nadu's air pollution lev-
els presented a mixed picture,
showing improvement in some
areas while remaining critical
in other areas, particularly in
Chennai.

The TNPCB conducted both
air guality and noise level mon-
itoring as mandated by the Su-
preme Court. The directive, is-
sued in 2018, requires pollution
control boards to assess air and
noise pollution during Deep-
avalito help curb festival-relat-
ed environmental impact.

Data released by the TNPCB
showed air quality in Chennai
was ‘poor’ in four locations,
while ‘moderate’ in three loca-
tions. The lowest was in Tiru-
vottivur with Air Quality Index
(AQI) of 150 and highest was
recorded in Valasaravakkam

Smog enguifed streets in Korattur in Chennai after people burst orackers during
Deepavali on Thursday night | psmwasar

TNPCB data doesnot show the intraday spikes in problematic

pollutantslike PM2.5 and PM10
Experts

DISTRICT LOCATIONS AQI AQI Remarks
Chennai Valasaravakkam 187 Poor
Chennai Nungamba kkam 130 Poar
Chennai Besant Nagar 120 Poor
Chennai T Nagar 203 Poar

_Chennai | Tipliane | 197 |  Moderate
. Chennai _ Sowampet ] 193 Moderate
Kancheepuram Little Kancheepuram 193 Moderate
" Salem | SriSaradhaBalamandhir | 1% |  Modeate
School
Magapattinam MRP Nagar 174 Moderate
_ Thoothukudi | CelseeniColony | 165 |  Moderate
Thoothukudi Rajiv Nagar 157 Moderate
Krishnagiri Kamaraj Nagara High School 155 Moderate
(Corporation School), Hosur
(Stataion-Il)
Chennai Tiruvattiyur 150 Moderate

with AQI of 287. Although,
these readings showed im-
provement compared to 2023,
when Valasaravakkam had re-
corded an AQI of 365, the air
guality in the city still re-
mained a concern.

This year, manual monitor-
ing was done in 16 other dis-
tricts including Coimbatore,
Cuddalore, Madurai, Tirunel-
veli, Nagercoil, Thanjavur,

Tiruchy, Vellore, Salem, Chen-
galpattu, Dindigul, Krishna-
giri, Thoothukudi, Tiruppur,
Nagapattinam and
Kancheepuram.

According to the datarecord-
edon the Central ControlRoom
for Air Quality Management of
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) website, the
PM10 spiked to 130.72 ug/m* on
Friday in Thoothukudi, which

is double the emission regis-
tered the previous day of 62.0
ug/m®. Meanwhile, noise levels
ranged fromalow of 59.8 dB(A)
in Besant Nagar to a high of
78.7 dB(A) in Nungambakkam.
In comparison, the highest
noise level recorded in 2023 was
83.1 dB(A) in Sowcarpet.
Experts say the TNPCB data
does not show the intraday
spikes in problematic pollut-

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 November 2024, p.2

City corporation to restore 35
ponds in North Chennai

Omijasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In a bid to boost water
storage and improve flood miti-
gation efforts, the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation has planned to
restore 35 ponds in the flood-pro-
ne Thiruvottiyur, Manali, and
Madhavaramareas.

Several neighbourhoods in
these areas, such as Sadayan-
kuppam, Kargil Nagar in Mana-
li, and Vadaperumbakkam in
Madhavaram, face intense floo-
ding with water up to hip level
every monsoon.

Overall, these 35 ponds will be
deepened by 20 feet, so as toenab-
le them to hold at least 50 million
litres of water. In Madhavaram,
GCC is building a walkway aro-
und the Padavettamman temple
pond along with an open gym,
watchman’s room, and a child-
ren’s play area.

While water from these areas
isdrained at the rate of 30,000 cu-
secs through Kosasthalaiyar ri-

Overall, these 35 ponds
will be deepened by 20
feet, so as to enable them
to hold at least 50 million
litres of water

ver via two channels — one the
Red Hills Surplus and the other
through drains connected to the
river near Ernavoor — this still
does not prevent flooding inlocal
neighbourhoods. To tackle this,
GCC will be restoring local
ponds, including Vannar Kulam,
Thamarai Kulam in Ennore, Pa-
davettamman Kovil pond in
Madhavaram, Kosapur, and Kar-
gil Nagar ponds in Manali.
Madhavaram zonal chair-
man S Nandagopal said eight
ponds are restored here at a cost
of #4 crore. “Groundwater is bad
in several neighbourhoods. Im-
proving these ponds will ensure
less reliance on Metrowater and
private tankers. The restoration

Source: The Times of India, 17 November 2024, p.3
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will be completed by mid-Dec,”
he said, adding that the 139-acre
Madhavaram Periya Thoppu la-
ke will also be converted into an
eco park. “We are also restoring
the 400-acre Retteri lake at 743
crore. The worksare progressing
fast,” he said.

In Manali, GCC is restoring
the Kargil Nagar pond to divert
water entering North Bucking-
ham Canal.

“Atleast 50 roads flooded here
due to overflow of B Canal du-
ring rain. Water will be diverted
to this pond, and this pond’s sur-
plus will reach the B Canal. This
will reduce the impact on the ca-
nal,” said A V Arumugam, Ma-
nali zonal chairman.

GCC is restoring a 26,625sqm
pond at Kosapur in Manali,
which ecan store 13.3 million lit-
res. This pond will be fenced.

Wherever possible, officials
said, ponds will have diversion
channels to nearby STPs to de-
flect sewage, and drains could be
connected.

ants like PM2.5 and PM10.
Manoj Kumar, analyst with
Centre for Research on Energy
and Clean Air analysed the
hourly data, which shows
PM2.5 peaked to 845 pg/m3in
Perungudi.

All the Continuous Ambient
Air Quality Stations (CAAQS)
recorded severe pollution lev-
els during several hours on the
day of Deepavali.



Cleaning Cooum: Micro algae can
help decrease heavy metals in river

@t:mesofmdla com

Chennai: What ¥735 crore
spent on reviving the dying
Cooum since 2015 could not
do, a set of micro-organisms
seems to have the potential to
achieve.

City researchers have hit
upon microalgal species
Chlorella wvulgaris, Scene-
desmus dimorphus, and
Phormidium sp to decrease
heavy metal concentrations,
resulting from illegal sewa-
gedischarge, in the Cooum.

This is a coup of sorts,
more so because in 2023 a
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) report still de-
clared the river the most pol-
luted in India.

The three microalgal spe-
cies have metal-binding pro-
teins in their cell walls, and
absorb heavy metals in wa-
ter, reducing the concentra-
tions. “Heavy metals are like
food for algae, but harmful
for humans. Algae absorb
and metabolise metals till
they die in 15 days,” said
Prabhakaran Mylsamy, a bo-
tany professor at Pachaivap-
pa’s College and one of the
researchersof thestudy.

As one batch of algae di-
es, new batches are introdu-
ced until the heavy metals
and pH levels are brought
within the safe limits set by
World Health Organisation.
“After algal treatment, our
samples had 7 pH-7.5pH," sa-
id Prabhakaran.

Researchers used micro-
organisms to clean samples
picked up from 27 locations,
from upstream reaches in Ti-

Source 2024 study

HEAVY METAL CONCENTRATIONS IN COOI.IM SAMPLES
(IHE/I-) ¢ !

Ba 7.01 1.061 0.7

B 3.03 1.042 24

Al 1471 2954 0.2

Pb 2.09 0.672 0.01

Mn 14.83 1.785 04

Fe 36.71 11.059 03

Co 0.45 0.185 0.05

Ni 0.87 0.508 0.07

Cu 207 0.57 2

Zn 852 1611 3

Cd 0.53 0.083 0.003
The microalgal species removed 88-99% of heavy metals from
the river samples, ensuring most of them adhere the WHO limit

The three microalgal species have metal-binding proteins in their cell walls,
and absorb heavy metals in water, reducing the concentrations. “Heavy metals
are like food for algae, but harmful for humans. Algae absorb and metabolise
metals till they die in 15 days,” said Prabhakaran Mylsamy, a botany professor
at Pachaiyappa’s College and one of the researchers of the study

ruvallur district to Napier
Bridge near the estuary.

“We procured these mi-
croalgae from freshwater bo-
dies like Porur Lake and
temple tanks, including the
one in Triplicane Parthasa-
rathy Temple,” he said. It co-
uld be scaled up to clean lar-
ge parts of theriver with cal-
culations, according to the
study titled ‘Heavy Metal
Pollution of River Water and
Eco-friendly Remediation

Source: The Times of India, 10 November 2024, p.3

Using Potent Microalgal
Species’ published in the Wa-
ter Science and Engineering
journal in March.

Procuring algae is not ex-
pensive. To treat sewage, a
shallow pond (30 cm deep) is
created and the wastewater
goes there. Then, the algal
species are introduced to tre-
at the water, including foul
odour and dark colour. For
every 1L of sewage, 10mL of
algal solution is used.
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But sewage treatment
plants generally have multi-
ple filters, which cost lakhs,
and the sludge becomes a se-
condary pollutant. However,
the sludge from the algal tre-
atment can be used as manu-
re, said theresearchers.

The study recommended
that such shallow ponds be
created within Cooum for al-
gal treatment, thereby redu-
cing the heavy metals ente-
ring theriver.



City’s reservoirs have less storage this
November compared to last 4 years

Officials of the Water Resources Dept. say the catchment areas of the reservoirs are yet to receive adequate rain during

the Northeast monsoon to fill the waterbodies. They expect the monsoon to boost storage before it winds down this year

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

torage in reservoirs
Sthat provide drink-

ing water to the city
is lower this November
compared to the corres-
ponding period in the last
four years. However, the
Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) expects the
Northeast monsoon to
boost resources before it
winds down this year.

The five reservoirs, in-
cluding Red Hills and
Chembarambakkam, have
a combined storage of
5,124 million cubic feet
(mcft) against their total ca-
pacity of 11,757 mcft. The
waterbodies have a storage
of nearly 43.58% as on
Thursday. According to
WRD records, this is much
less than the reservoirs’
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Awaiting inflow: The five reservoirs, including the ones in Red Hills
and Chembarambakkam, have a combined storage of 5,124 mcft
against their total capacity of 11,757 mcft. FILE PHOTO

last year. The waterbodies
had a storage of nearly
74.3% then. “We need to
have a minimum of 8,000
mcft in reservoirs to main-
tain a comfortable daily
water supply in the city
throughout the year” a
WRD official said.

While the reservoirs had
considerable storage in
2022 and 2020 too, they

November 2021, with a
higher storage of nearly
84.23%. Heavy inflows par-
ticularly into Poondi reser-
voir had significantly in-
creased the storage in
2021,

Officials of the WRD said
the catchment areas of the
reservoirs were yet to re-
ceive adequate rain to fill
the waterbodies so far dur-

soon. “We need at least
two or three wet spells
bringing 7-8 cm of rainfall
spread over two or three
days to bring inflow into
the water bodies and stave
off possibility of water cri-
sis next year. With many
weeks remaining for mon-
soon to end, we hope to re-
ceive sufficient inflow in
waterbodies,” an official
said.

The reservoirs contri-
bute to nearly 748 million
litres of water drawn daily
(mld) to provide drinking
water supply to Chennai.
The city is now being pro-
vided nearly 1,113 mld of
water drawn from multiple
sources, including desali-
nation plants.

Officials said Krishna
water from Andhra Pra-
desh had been a vital
source for city water sup-

1,218 mcft of storage into
reservoirs since September
23, Veeranam tank in Cud-
dalore district was another
significant source that aug-
mented water supply.

With Kancheepuram,
Chengalpattu and Tiruval-
lur districts experiencing a
rain deficit so far this mon-
soon, many tanks in dis-
tricts around the city are
also waiting to be replen-
ished.

Only 40 tanks among
the 929 in Chennai and its
three neighbouring dis-
tricts are full.

A total of 136 tanks have
touched a storage above
76% so far this month, offi-
cials said.

A senior official said the
department prioritised wa-
ter conservation efforts

along with flood mitigation Source: The Hindu, 15

strategies to combat the cy-

storage on the same day

were well-replenished in

ing this Northeast mon-

ply and had added nearly

cle of floods and droughts.

Water level in Chembarambakkam
lake 40 per cent less than last year

Of 3.64 tmcft capacity, reservoir has 1.9 tmcft water, officials attribute drop to monsoon delay

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

THE water level in Chembara-
mbakkam lake, one of Chen-
nai’s major drinking water
sources, is 40% less than the
corresponding level last year.
According to data from the Wa-
ter Resources Department
(WRD), the current storage in
the lake is 1.889 tmeft against
the total capacity of 3.645 tmeft,
while the storage last year was
3.130 tmceft.

However, there may be some
hope as the water level in the
lake rose from 1.61 tmecft on No-
vember 3 to 1.89 tmceft on No-
vember 15.

A senior WRD official attrib-
uted the lower storage to de-
layed monsoon rains in the
catchment areas. “"Compared to
last year, there has been a delay
in November showers. In this
spell, we have so far received
1.24 tmeft of Krishna water
from Andhra Pradesh, but last
vear we got 2.41 tmeft by this
time; a shortage of about 1.18
tmcft,” the official said.

The surplus waterdischarged
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from Chembarambakkam lake
usually drains through areas
such as Tiruneermalai, Kun-
drathur, Tirumudivakkam, Ma-
napakkam, Ramapuram, Nan-
dambakkam, Ekkattuthangal,
and Kottur before finally reach-
ing Advar river.

Despite recent efforts to wid-
en channels and strengthen
walls in ﬂOEJLl-IJl‘{JllE‘ areas, in-
cluding Okkiam Maduvu, offi-
cials said heavy rains may still
cause water logging in certain
localities.

To improve Chembaram-
bakkam reservoir’s capacity,
the WRD recently floated
project tenders for ¥22.9 crore
to repair the bunds, construct
flood protection walls, and close
upstream channels to prevent
water loss. This work will be-
gin in January and is expected
to be completed before the on-
set of the northeast monsoon
next year.

However, the Tamil Nadu
Senior Engineers Association
has raised concerns, stating

that this proposal relies on tra-
ditional methods, which are
costly, time-consuming, and re-
gquire regular maintenance.

Association general secre-
tary A Veerapan told TNIE that
opting for reinforced earth
walls, like the ones on high-lev-
el embankments on state high-
wavs, would be a more cost-ef-
fective and quicker solution.
The association hasurged WRD
to revise the project, are ready
to offer technical guidance if
needed.
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Source: The New
Indian Express, 17
November 2024, p.3



State govt scraps Buckingham Canal restoration

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

IN a significant development,
the state government has decid-
ed to officiallv abandon the pro-
posed restoration projects on
Buckingham Canal (B-Canal) in
the Chepauk-Triplicane and
Mylapore Assembly constituen-
cies. A senior Water Resources
Department (WRD) official con-
firmed the decision, citing lack
of funds as the reason for the
project’s cancellation.

With the WRD facing chal-
lenges in maintaining even sev-
eralsmaller waterbodies across
the state, officials now suggest
that the responsibility for the
Buckingham Canal may be
handed over to the Greater
Chennai Corporation (GCC).

Around 18,000 encroachments need to be cleared for fully restoring the Buckingham
Canal, an official from the WRD said | marTiniows

During a recent Assembly
session, WRD Minister Du-
raimurugan also discussed the
possibility of transferring
waterbodies that no longer

serve irrigation purposes to lo-
cal civic bodies for better up-
keep. Following this, the Viru-
gambakkam and Otteri Nullah
canals were handed over to the

GCC for maintenance a couple
of weeks ago. “In a similar
move, the Buckingham Canal
may also be handed over to the
GCC,” said a WRD official.

In September 2022, the Ma-
dras High Court ordered the de-
marcation and restoration of
the Buckingham Canal. The
WRD submitted a detailed
project report to the state gov-
ernment in October last vear
for a large-scale restoration
project. The department was
expected to invest T980 crore for
the project, and the Chennai
Rivers Restoration Trust ¥716.5
crore. However, it did not take
off due to fund crunch.

The project aimed to revital-
ise a 7.2 km stretch of the canal,
extending from the northernto
southern portions within the

two constituencies. “In the first
phase, we had planned to clear
about 3,800 tenements along
this stretch,” a WRD official
told TNIE. The official added
that fully restoring the canal
would require clearing around
18,000 encroachments along its
length, a major task that also
necessitates relocationarrange-
ments for affected residents.

The proposed work included
sludge removal, building flood
protection walls, and various
other civil upgrades, outlined
in a detailed project report sub-
mitted to the government in
2022, with an estimated budget
of F980 crore. “Despite receiv-
inga government order approv-
ing the project, lack of funds
has led to its cancellation,” the
official stated.

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 November 2024, p.3

TN may talk to Kerala as Siruvani
dam’s level nears restricted limit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Coimbatore

WITH water level in the Siru-
vani Dam inching towards the
restricted reservoir level of
44 63 feet set by the Kerala wa-
ter resources and irrigation de-
partment, Tamil Nadu Water
Supply and Drainage (TWAD)
board officials plan to request
authorities to initiate negotia-
tions with Kerala and stop it
from discharging water as the
dam isthe main drinking water
source for Coimbatore citv. As
on Sunday evening, water level
in the dam stood at 44.34t.
Siruvani Dam, located deep
inside the reserve forest of the
Kalladikodan Hill and Muth-
ikulam Hill in Palakkad dis-
trict, is among the major sourc-
es of drinking water for
Coimbatore city. The Kerala
government has not allowed
the water level to reach the FRL

(full reservoir level) of 50 ft in
the last nine years, allegedly
citing satoty of the structure as
a concern.

Of Coimbatore city’s total
drinking water requirement of
265 MLD, 101.40 MLD is sup-
plied by the Siruvani Dam. As
per an agreement that was en-
tered into by the Tamil Nadu
and Kerala governments on Au-
gust 19, 1973, Kerala should
supply 1.30 TMC annually (July
1 to June 30) to the erstwhile

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 November 2024, p.4

Coimbatore Municipal Town
for99 vears.

The Kerala irrigation depart-
ment is maintaining the water
level in Siruvani Dam at a re-
stricted reservoir level of
877.00m (44.61ft) instead of the
FRL of 878.50m (49.53ft) as stip-
ulated in the interstate agree-
ment. Lowering the water level
by 1.5m results in a shortage of
122,05 MCFT of water, which is
19% of the total storage. This
creates difficulties in catering
to the needs of Coimbatore city
during summer.

Sources from TWAD, Siru-
vani division, told TNIE, “The
dam is receiving good inflow
thanks to incessant rainfall in
the catchment areas. We shall
intimate our higher officials to
hold high-level talks with Kera-
la government to prevent it
from releasing water once the
level reaches 44.61 ft.”
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85% of city’s storm water drain
network remains unmapped

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Only about 15% of
the city’s 3,000km storm water
drain network has been map-
ped, and a 2020 project started
by Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) and disaster mana-
gement officials across the city
remains stuck on the drawing
board. With just about 500km
mapped, drains in more than
half the city are unmapped.
This could slow emergency re-
sponse this monsoon.

Mapping, wherever done,
revealed missing links and re-
verse gradients. A map from
ward 132 showed reverse flow
outside Kamala Cinemas on
Arcot Road, while a map from
ward 100 in Anna Nagar found
10 flood hotspots around Sixth
Avenue and surrounding are-
as due to issues with disposal
points in Otteri Nullah. It also
reported reverse flow and mis-
sing links in five spots, inclu-
ding Z block of Anna Nagar.
Consultants inspected the
spots tomap issues.

GCC commissioner J Ku-
maragurubaran said a draina-
ge network map is a long-term
reform for the city’s flood in-
frastructure. “T'll look into why
this project was stalled and
plan to restart it with new con-
sultants,” he said.

The mapping project, fun-

AT A GLANCE

» No drains mapped in

Sholinganallur

Thiruvottiyur, Manali, Perungudi, :

» Overall only 500km mapped
out of 3,000 km drain

» Projected started in 2020
funded by TUFISL

Benefits of mapping SWD
network | Identify non-
connected drain spots, identify
reverse flow, identify narrow
drains, blocked disposal points,
map flood hot spots

JOB HALF DONE: Incomp!ete "
stormwater drain work at
Raja Muthiah Salai

» GCC, TNSDMA to launch
another SWD mapping project
including Tambaram, Avadi

ded by TUFISL, aimed to equ-
ip the city for flood response,
detailing drainage networks
with gradients, reverse flows,
blockages, narrow outlets,
and connectivity between in-
terior and highway drains.
However, the project ran for
just a year, leaving key zones
such as Thiruvottiyur, Mana-
li, Perungudi, and Sholinga-
nallur unmapped. In zones
where mapping began, only
one or two of the 14 wards ha-
ve been covered.

Without a comprehensive
network map, the city faces
higher flood risks, as officials
lack data on drainage connec-
tivity and capacity. Issues are
only discovered post-flooding
when GCC resorts to pum-
ping out water.

Source: The Times of India, 7 November 2024, p.3

T Kanthimathinathan,
state disaster management
department coordinator, said
that 40% of issues found thro-
ugh SWD mapping are imple-
mented, with some missing
links fixed. “We're expanding
mapping to Avadiand Tamba-
ram and will complete remai-
ning zones such as Thiruvot-
tiyur and Manali,” headded.

The city still has more
missing links, in areas such
as Wall Tax Road and Pan-
theon Road. Geohydrologist
J Saravanan criticised con-
sultants, accusing them of
“minting money and aban-
doning projects”.

“Mapping should allow
3D visuals on a live dashbo-
ard for real-time planning,”
hesaid.
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Destination Nandavanam: One

stop for culture, leisure on ECR

TN Govt Is
Planning To Set
Up A Heritage
Park At
Thiruvidanthai

Times News NETWORK

n hour’sdrive from

the city along the

scenic East Coast

Road, Thiruvidan-

thai, a quaint village sur-
rounded by greenery, is on
the cusp of a major transfor-
mation. The Tamil Nadu govt
has kickstarted project to
establish a 223-acre Nanda-
vanam Heritage Park, a des-
tination for culture, leisure,
and nature enthusiasts alike.
This 7100-crore develop-
ment, under the Scheme for
Special Assistance to States
for Capital Investment (SAS-
CI), aims to create a blend of
recreational activities and
cultural experiences. “We
have begun the process of
developing this property,

which will have something
for everyone from children to
the elderly,” said tourism
minister R. Rajendran.

Once completed, visitors
to Nandavanam Heritage
Park will be able to enjoy
glamping, go-kKarting, and
familyfriendly spaces to re-
lax, with a backdrop that cel-
ebrates the rich culture and
natural beauty of Tamil
Nadu.

With six entry plazas and
two retail streets featuring
shops, food, and beverage out-
lets, the park will be equipped
to handle large crowds. Park-
ing for more than 2,000 vehi-
cles is planned.

The park will be organised
into three main zones:

Cholai Vanam: This area
will feature miniatures of
temples, sculptures, folk dei-
ties, and a music garden. Per-
formance spaces will show-
case the heritage and history
of Tamil Nadu.

Viharam: This recrea-
tion zone will include glow

parks, a children’s play
area, and spaces for outdoor
activities.

Maidanam: An expansive
event area designed to host
cultural programmes, exhibi-
tions, and community events.

K. Amudha, panchayat
president of Thiruvidanthai,
is optimistic about the pro-
ject’s impact on the local com-
munity.

“Currently, our village is
home to 871 families, and peo-
ple come here mainly to visit
the Nithya Kalyana Perumal

Walkway, miniatures of iconic temple, folk

Maidanam (Event Area)

Huge area for hosting social events
and gathering, play courts (volleyball,
tennis, basketball) ATV & Go-Kart Zone
beach shacks will be setup here.

deities, art, dance and theatre zone, rural life
zone, handicraft and street shopping, music

Cholai vanam

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2024, p.5

i Ak AR AR

Temple, engage in agricul-
ture, or work under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi NREGA
scheme.

This development is ex-
pected to create jobs and
bring in more opportunities
for local residents.”

While the master plan is
ready, the project still awaits
various approvals, including
Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) clearance. "There are
a lot of changes to be made.
The concept and compaonents
are still under discussion,"
said a senior official
from the tourism
department.

223 acr® =

*k *

ECR

Kelambakkam

Viharam (Recreation Zone)
Glow park, kids play area, silent garden,
nakshatra vanam, navagraha vanam,

tulsi vanam, glamping.
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Kolavai lake waiting to become tourist
spot; F00cr pumped in for development

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: An alleged delay
on the part of railways to
build an outlet to drain water
remains as a stumbling block
for the transformation of
Chengalpet’s Kolavai lake as
an eco-tourist spot.

The govt is pumping in
Z60 crore todevelop the capac-
ity of the lake — that spreads
across 2,179 acres — by dee-
pening it.

Last year, the water re-
sources department (WRD)
handed over ¥crore deposit
money to Southern Railway
to build an outlet to drain wa-
ter from the lake to carry out
deepening work. However,

work on the outlet has not be-
gun. “Railway lines run on
the bund of thelake. We want-
ed to build a cut-and-cover
tunnel to drain water from
the lake so that it can be dee-
pened. The railways told us
that they will do it them-
selves, and we deposited %3
crore for this purpose,” said a
WRD official.

“Railways can do this
work very easily, but there
has been no response. The
project isstuckduetothis. We
were supposed tocomplete by
March 2025, said the official.

A senior railway official
said he would look into the is-
sue. The lake is a perennial
source of waterfed by closeto

twenty tanks upstream. The
govt plans to build a watch-
tower and an artificial island
in the middle and introduce
boating and other tourism
amenities. The WRDwantsto
enhance the storage capacity
from 476 million cubic feet
(mcft) to 650 mcft and in-
crease its depth from the ex-
isting 15 feet. The WRD has al-
ready started strengthening
the foreshore bund of the
lake.

Thelake has becomeadis-
charge point for sewage from
nearby industries and towns.
“The waterbody has six ma-
jor sewage outfalls, and they
should be plugged first,” said
the WRD official.

Source: The Times of India, 7 November 2024, p.4

TN to introduce Battery Energy Storage Systems to boost green energy infra

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

IN a major step towards strength-
ening renewable energy infra-
structure, Tamil Nadu Green En-
ergy Corporation Limited
(TNGEC) is set to introduce Bat-
tery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS) for the first time in the
state.

Under the central govern-

ment’s Viability Gap Funding
{(VGF) Scheme, 30% of the capital
cost for BESS, or 27 crore per
MW, whichever is lower, will be
provided as financial support.
Tamil Nadu is among the six
renewable energy-rich states
that was allocated BESS capaci-
ties under the initiative along-
side Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajas-
than, Telangana, and

Why adopt BESS

BESS initiative marks a significant move towards making Tamil Nadu a
leader in renewable energy management and storage solutions

rently, Tamil Nadu Electricity
Board (TNEB) is conducting a
detailed feasibility study across
its 1,091 substations, including
765 kV, 400 kV, and 230 kV facili-
ties. Setting up 1 MW of BESS

requiresd to 5acres of land, and
suitable locations are being in-
spected,” another official said.
The process of identifying
feasible sites is ongoing, after
which tenders will be floated

Maharashtra.

A senior official told
TNIE, “The Ministry of y
Power has issued opera- £ %
tional guidelines forthe
state component of the
VGF Scheme to promote
BESS. With over 70% of
renewable energy capacity
connected to interstate trans-
mission systems (InSTS), there

o )

o

for bidders, the official added.

The Central Electricity Au-
thority’s recent National Elec-
tricity Plan has also highlight-
edthe growing need for energy
storage systems as renewable
energy integration increases.
“To ensure grid stability and
manage peak loads, adopting
BESS is essential,” the official
said.
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\ high
generation.”

isa criticalneed to support state
utilities in developing In-
. STS-connected BESS, es-

pecially in states with
solar energy

The BESS installa-
tions are planned at Tan-

gedeo and Tantransco sub-
stations to enhance energy
storage and distribution. “Cur-

Source: The New Indian Express,

21 November 2024, p.4



Social and Economic Services

NHAI to hand over
10-km urban stretch
to State government

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
is likely to hand over a 10.4-
km-long stretch of the
NH5, the Chennai-Tada
Highway, which is part of
Chennai-Kolkata National
Highway (NHI6), to the
State government.

Since the stretch from
Madhavaram junction to
the Nallur plaza is urban-
ised and has a lot of local
traffic, it will not be appro-
priate for it to remain a na-
tional highway.

Sources in the NHAI said
that the 10.4-km-long road
is more suitable to be an ar-
terial city road, which is
why they have taken steps
to de-entrust this portion
and hand it over to the
State. “We have written to
our headquarters seeking
sanction for this move and
are awaiting clearance. But
in the meanwhile, we will
be re-laying the surface so

that the asset will be in
good condition when it is
handed over. Tenders will
be evaluated and awarded
soon for this work,” ex-
plained an official.

Previously, the NHAI
had handed over a 22-km
urbanised stretch of the
Chennai-Tiruttani NH
(from Padi to Thirunindra-
vur) to the State govern-
ment.

Proposed flyover
Meanwhile, motorists
wanted to know the status
of a proposed elevated cor-
ridor on this stretch. “It
has been several years
since the announcement.
The State government had
also granted some waiver
from its portion of GST to-
wards constructing the fa-
cility. If the flyover is not
being constructed by the
NHAI, the State govern-
ment must take efforts to
construct it,” said R. Ragh-
unathan, a resident of Am-
battur.

Source: The Hindu, 4 November 2024, p.3

T.N. govt. releases
3800 crore for
Kalaignar Kanavu
[llam initiative

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
has released ¥800 crore for the
Kalaignar Kanavu [llam
scheme, which was launched to
construct one lakh houses.

An official release said on
Wednesday that the total cost of
the project was 33,500 crore
and each beneficiary would get
%3,50,00.

“The government has alrea-
dy released ¥300 crore, and has
released ¥500 crore now. The
amount will be credited into the
bank accounts of the beneficiar-
ies,” the government said.

Since the construction of the
houses had made good pro-
gress, it was decided to com-
plete the construction by the
end of the current financial
year, it added.

The government also re-
leased 450 crore for renova-
tion of houses in rural areas
which were constructed before
2000-01. The plan is to reno-
vate a total of one lakh houses
and so far 15,350 houses have
been repaired. The government
had already released <3150
crore.

Source: The Hindu, 21 November 2024, p.4
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T.N. sanctions funds to implement
framework for flood prevention

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has granted adminis-
trative sanction for ¥1.09
crore to implement and
monitor an environmental
and social management
framework for flood pre-
vention work in Chennai,
Tiruvallur, Chengalpattu,
and Kancheepuram dis-
tricts based on their vul-
nerability, as witnessed in
2021 and 2023.

The funds are also to be
utilised for implementing
and monitoring an envi-
ronmental and social man-
agement framework to per-
manently restore the
structures damaged in the
floods in  Tirunelveli,
Thoothukudi, and Tenkasi
districts in December
2023.

The funds are aimed
at implementing

the framework for
Chennai, Tiruvallur,
Chengalpattu and
Kancheepuram
districts, on the basis
of their vulnerability
to flooding

According to the World
Bank norms, environmen-
tal and social safeguard ac-
tivities were to be carried
out for taking up perma-
nent restoration work un-
der the Contingency Emer-
gency Response
Component (CERC) of the
Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agri-
culture Modernisation Pro-
ject (TNIAMP).

The State government,
in July this year, had
sought the Union Ministry

Source: The Hindu, 13 November 2024, p.8

of Finance’s permission to
activate the CERC in the
World Bank-assisted
TNIAMP to avail of about
%499 crore towards flood
restoration. The Govern-
ment of India had recom-
mended the same.

A total of 312 works for
permanent restoration in
six TNIAMP sub-basins of
Chittar, Pachaiyar, Lower
Tamiraparani, Nambiyar,
Kallar, and Gadananadhi;
and 13 works covering the
Araniyar, Kosasthalaiyar,
Adyar, and Cooum, have
been identified. “The per-
manent restoration works
are in progress. The imple-
mentation of environmen-
tal activities are to be car-
ried out concurrently with
the restoration works,” a
government order issued
by the Water Resources De-
partment said.

State government to issue gazette
notification for street vending zones

While 39 roads will be notified as vending zones in the first phase, 63 will be made no-vending and no-parking zones based on an analysis
of traffic flow. At the 8 meeting of the Town Vending Committee held this week, representatives of vendors approved a new list of zones

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he State govern-
T ment is expected to
issue a gazette noti-

fication of the first list of
vending zones along 39
roads, based on the recom-
mendations of the Town
Vending Committee of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC).

A total of 63 roads,
which had reported vend-
ing activity, will be de-
clared no-vending and no-
parking zones based on ob-
jections raised by the

Once the gazette
notification is

completed by the
government, the GCC

will earmark the
spaces for vendors

traffic police following an
analysis of traffic flow on
the stretches. At the eighth
meeting of the Town Vend-
ing Committee held this
week, representatives of
vendors participated and
approved a new list of
vending and no-vending
zones. The list has been

Source: The Hindu, 8 November 2024, p.3

sent to the State govern-
ment for gazette notifica-
tion. Major stretches such
as Ethiraj Salai in ward 61
in Egmore and Demellows
Road in ward 73 are among
those that are expected to
be notified as vending
zones. Once the gazette
notification is completed
by the government, the
GCC will earmark the spac-
es for vendors.

The GCC plans to pro-
vide newly designed vend-
ing carts for street vendors
on such stretches.

“Engineers will finalise
the design of the carts

soon,” an official said.
Stretches such as Panthe-
on Road in ward 61 and Ste-
phenson Road in ward 45
will be notified as no-vend-
ing zones to ease traffic
congestion.

Based on the analysis of
traffic flow by the police,
no-parking zones have
been proposed along many
parts of Poonamallee High
Road in wards 144, 145, and
147, Arcot Road in ward
149, Tambaram-Puzhal By-
pass Road in ward 150,
Mount-Poonamallee High
Road in ward 151, and Kun-
drathur Road in ward 153.

= TR

Promoting livelihood: Stretches such as Ethiraj Salai in Egmore
and Demellows Road are among those that are expected to be

notified as vending zones. AKHILA EASWARAN
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CMDASs third master plan to focus on gender inclusivity
FIRST OF ITS KIND

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA) is wor-
king on a gender-inclusive
third master plan focusing
on secure public spaces,
gender-sensitive  infrast-
ructure, improved mobility,
inclusive housing and cli-
mate-resilient infrastrue-
ture.

Inspired by London’s
progressive urban plan-
ning, CMDA is launching a
study at select locations in
the 1,189sgkm metropolitan
area to help formulate the
third master plan (2027-
2046). The focus of the study
will be on six key areas: ac-
cessibility, mobility, safety,

> Perspectives Data will
from social welfare identify unsafe
departments, areas for men,
LGBTQIA+ women, girls,
communities, and sexual and
transport gender

inoriti
urban planning - -
authorities and i Agender audit survey is planned with an
NGOs diverse . expected sample size of approximately
groups will shape | 10,000 respondents across 29 zone localities
the plan *iin Chennai Metropolitan Area (CMA)

health and hygiene, climate
resilience and access to
land and housing.

“For the safety of wo-
men and sexual minorities
in both public and domestic
spaces, there is an urgent

need for implementing in-
tervention methods and de-
vising essential gender-in-
clusive strategies into ur-
ban planning for the city.
This means even while
constructing a bus stop,

Source: The Times of India, 28 November 2024, p.3

13,733km of rural roads

Times News NETWORK

laid in three yrs in TN

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
on Monday said 13,733km of
roads in rural areas were la-
id in the past three years.

Atotal of 18,899km roads,
along with 83 bridges, were
sanctioned at a cost of 29,030
crore. So far, projects worth
5,219 crore have been comp-
leted, including 22 bridges.

The state govt said in the
last three years, a total of
10.11 lakh families benefited
from the Mahatma Gandhi
national rural employment
guarantee scheme
(MGNREGS), and a total of
734,609 crore was given as
wages to them. Of the benefi-
ciaries, 86.26 % were women.
In the current year, the sche-
meisbeingimplementedata
cost of 76,359 crore.

Under the Jal Jeevan
scheme, water connection
was given to 71.5 lakh house-
holds at a cost of 22,123 crore
in the past three years. The
pipelines werelaid as per the
BIS 10500 standards. In 2021,
TN was given third prize by

WORK APACE: Road work
worth 25,219 crore has been
completed in three years,
including 22 bridges

the Jal Shakti ministry for
providing drinking water
supply torural areas, the sta-
te govt said.

As far as rural housing
was concerned, 3.3lakh hou-
sing units were constructed
under the Prime Minister
Awas Yojana (Rural), in Ta-
mil Nadu inthe past three ye-
ars. Under the scheme, a to-
tal of 7.38lakh houses were
sanctioned for Tamil Nadu
from 2016-17 till Oct 2024. Un-
der the previous ATADMEK
regime, only 2.891akh houses
were constructed, the relea-
sesaid.

Source: The Times of India, 12 November 2024, p.4

gender safety should be ta-
ken into consideration,” sa-
id Prasanna Gettu, former
consultant of the Chennai
safe city project.

Gender experts point
out that housing is an im-
portant factor in ensuring
gender inclusivity. “Women
from lower income groups
are pushed to the periphe-
ral areas due to affordabili-
ty. In turn, commuting to
work becomes time-consu-
ming and costly. This redu-
ces job opportunities. This
must be addressed,” said C
Vaishanvi, who works on
gender issues and gover-
nance.

“The comprehensive
study will examine how ur-
ban spaces can be redesig-

ned to better serve all resi-
dents, regardless of their
gender identity or expres-
sion. This isn’t just about
adding more streetlights or
building public toilets. Our
govt is rethinking how our
city’sinfrastructure affects
different gender groups
and working to create spa-
ces that are inclusive and
safe for everyone,” said P K
Sekarbabu, CMDA mini-
ster.

The initiative includes
plans for safe public spaces
with adequate lighting and
clear sightlines, gender-
sensitive transportationsy-
stems and streets, and com-
munity centres offering
childcare and vocational
training. Special attention
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willbepaidtohealthcare fa-
cilities and educational in-
stitutions to ensure they
meet the needs of all gender
groups. The authority will
also establish monitoring
mechanismstoevaluate the
effectiveness of the initiati-
vesand adjuststrategiesba-
sed on feedback.

“The study will also add-
ressclimateresilience from
agender perspective, recog-
nising that women and sex-
ual minorities often face
disproportionate impacts
during natural disasters.
This includes examining
how flooding and heat
stress affect mobility, safe-
ty.and economic opportuni-
ties for vulnerable popula-
tions,” the official added.



Two libraries closely linked to city’s
vintage identity to be restored soon

The PWD will begin work on restoring the heritage structure of the Madras Literary Society on the DPI campus

and Goschen library at Chintadripet in a few weeks. The projects will be completed within a year; the officials said

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

wo libraries, which
T are an integral part

of Chennai’s identi-
ty, are set to be restored in
about a year.

The Public Works De-
partment will begin pro-
jects to restore the heritage
structure of the Madras Lit-
erary Society on the Col-
lege Road campus and
Goschen library at Chinta-
dripet in a few weeks.

The PWD’s Building
Centre and Conservation
Division (BCCD) will start
the ¥6.19-crore project to
restore the Madras Literary
Society library by mid-De-
cember. The literary histo-

ry of the library, located in
the heart of Chennai, dates
back to 1812. It initially
functioned from within
Fort St. George and Con-
nemara Public Library,
and in 1905 was moved to
its present premises on the
DPI campus.

Holding the pride of be-
ing one of the oldest librar-
ies in the city, the heritage
structure located in the se-
rene neighbourhood of
Nungambakkam houses a
wealth of knowledge and
rare books dating from
16th Century. The library
has also been featured in
many films for its tranquil
backdrop and vintage
charm.

Source: The Hindu, 21 November 2024, p.4

Aview of the Madras Literary
Society inside the DPI Complex
on College Road.

Officials of the PWD not-
ed that the single-storey
structure has suffered
40%-50% of damage.
Spread over 7,640 sq.ft.,
the structure comprises a
large library hall and two
small rooms at the rear.

This would be the first

major restoration work in
many years, except for pe-
riodical maintenance
work. The Madras Terrace
roof and brick masonry
walls have developed
cracks. The building has
developed cracks in some
areas due to growth of ve-
getation, officials said.

Some of the works
planned include replaster-
ing the brick wall, fixing
the decayed wooden
beams and teakwood pa-
nelled door, and renewing
the damaged ornamental
cornice in the exterior por-
tions.

Goschen hall
Another major project
would be to restore Chinta-

dripet’s forgotten marvel —
Goschen hall branch li-
brary. The officials said the
historic structure, spread
over 2,636 sq.ft., wears a
worn-out look with 70%
damage.

While the structure was
named after Lady Gos-
chen, wife of the then Ma-
dras Governor George Gos-
chen, the foundation for
the Rao Sahib P. Vijayara-
gavulu Chetty’s public li-
brary was laid in 1926. The
Madras Terrace roof has
been completely damaged
and wall plastering need to
be redone as part of the
32.36-crore project.

Both the projects would
be completed within a
year, the officials said.

CMDA to givé libraries in City a'makeover, create co-working spaces

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Dusty, outdated
govt libraries with broken
chairs and tables across the
city will soon undergo a ma-
jor transformation. Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA) has anno-
unced plans torenovate these
libraries, turning them into
modern, air-conditioned faci-
lities with up-to-date ameniti-
es. Some libraries will even
feature co-working spaces.
With more than 100 state-
run libraries throughout the
city, many are close to40years
old and are in dire need of up-

! e Cot A |
INSPECTION: Minister Sekarbabu with officials at a north Chennai
library

oms accessible to children.
Initially, under the north
Chennai development plan,

grades. CMDA's renovation
project aims to revamp these
spaces, creating learning ro-

Source: The Times of India, 6 November 2024, p.4

CMDA selected 10 libraries in
areas including Thiru Vi Ka
Nagar, Egmore, Harbour, Ro-
yapuram, R K Nagar, and Pe-
rambur, allocating 50 crore
for renovation. Anadditional
nine libraries have now been
added to the plan with an ex-
tra 230 crore earmarked for
improvements. CMDA mini-
ster P K Sekar Babu emphasi-
sed that special attention will
be given to economically dis-
advantaged areas to boost
educational  opportunities
for students.

On Tuesday, minister Se-
karbabu, mayor R Priya,
CMDA member-secretary An-

shul Mishra, and other offici-
als visited several libraries,
many of which are in a state of
disrepair. “We’ll berenovating
them, including interior work,
to create a conducive environ-
ment for students preparing
for competitive exams. The li-
braries will be air-conditio-
ned, and infrastructure will be
significantly upgraded,” said
Sekarbabu.

“Many of these libraries
are continuous structures.
The plan is to designate gro-
und floor for elderly patrons
and reserve the first floor for
younger users. In libraries
with limited space, we will
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createnew areas,” he added.

Officials will continue re-
viewing each library to deter-
mine which ones can be qu-
ickly renovated and which
may need to be demolished
and rebuilt. The goal is to
complete the renovations by
Feb 2025, with new construc-
tion targeted for completion
by Dec 2025.

Additionally, co-working
spaces are planned for select
locations, such as Royapu-
ram, to accommodate wor-
king professionals. “We'll as-
sess demand and establish
them where needed,” said a
CMDA official.



TN is setting up three facilities in north Chennai and Tiruvallur to turn
the traditional manufacturing hub into an innovation & knowledge centre

MONDAY BRIEFING

Arka Fincap launches
product in TN

BFC Arka Fincap, part of Kirloskar

Group, has announced the launch of
‘Uday’, a small ticket loan against
property (STLAP) product in Tamil Nadu.
These loans, from 210 lakh to 230 lakh,
will be available to MSME business
owners. “We will begin operations from
five key locations including Vellore,
Salem, Tirupur and Coimbatore,” said
Navin Saini, chief business officer, retail
and MSME lending, Arka Fincap. -Tnn

KVB adds four branches

rivate sector Karur Vysya Bank (KVB)

last week inaugurated four branches
— in Chennai, Kanyakumari, Tirupur and
Bengaluru. KVB now has 848 branches
across the country. The bank also has
more than 2,200 ATMs and cash
recyclers. -t

Greaves Cotton appoints
new head for EV biz

reaves Cotton has appointed

Ramachandra Puttanna as head for
electric vehicle solutions and new
businesses within Greaves Retail. He will
be responsible for driving the growth
plan for EV components and new
verticals, the company said. He will
report to Narasimha Jayakumar, CEO of
Greaves Retail. -Tnn

CHENNAI GOE

NORTH]

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

T, ITeS, GCC, fintech, deep-tech and

startup companies are set to foray into

one of the state’s oldest manufacturing

hubs, north Chennai and Tiruvallur,

so far known for petrochemicals, auto
components, steel plants, heavy engineering
and MSMEs.

The state govt has announced a slew of
initiatives such as TN Tech City at Madhavar-
am and Tamil Nadu Knowledge City at Uthu-
kottai in Tiruvallur district. And, a 21-storey
tidel park is nearing inauguration at Pattabi-
ram near Avadi.

State-owned Tidco, which is setting up TN
Tech City, expects the facility to attract domes-
ticand global investments of 33,610 crore over
the next 20 years. Unlike the IT-focused tidel
parks, the 150-acre tech city will support
emerging technologies across sectors — IT, life
sciences, aerospace and defence, space and
fintech. It will also have a data park designed
tomeet the growing demands for data storage,
processing, and security.

Tamil Nadu Knowledge City is coming up
over 1,424 acres in two phases at Uthukottai.
The aim is to create a world class ecosystem
that hosts top-notch educational institutions
and R&D to transform the state into a knowl-
edge powerhouse. Tiruvallur was chosen due
toits proximity to MSMEs and major employ-
ment corridors, which will foster industry
collaboration.

“Tamil Nadu has long established itself as
aglobal manufacturing powerhouse, but as we
grow, our ambitions must grow too,” says in-
dustries minister T R B Rajaa. “Our focus now
ison creating better paying jobs for our people.
One of the Key drivers of this next phase of
growth is building a knowledge economy. TN
Tech City and Tamil Nadu Knowledge City
reflect this vision. We aim to make the north-
ern peripheries of Chennai a hub for innova-
tion, research and technology,” he adds.

The three facilities will create a tech and
knowledge cluster that will attract global IT/
ITES investments. This will also open doors
in sunrise sectors such as quantum comput-
ing, Al, advanced manufacturing, EV research
and green energy manufacturing, says Rajaa.
“This cluster will foster synergies between
education, research, and industry;” he adds.

The govt is keen on developing this area as
a knowledge and research hub where top 100
QS world university ranking institutions come
in, says Tidco managing director Sandeep
Nanduri. “We are looking at some good inter-
national benchmarks like Dubai. We are also

Source: The Times of India, 4 November 2024, p.2

TN TECH CITY

» To come up on 150 acres at
Madhavaram in north
Chennai.

> It will be a multi-sector park
including IT, life science,
aerospace and defence, space
and fintech.

> It will also have a state-of-

the-art data park.

TAMIL NADU

TIDEL PAR:
ENOWLEDGE > Has come up on
> To come up on 11.4 acres
1,424 acres in at Pattabiram with
Uthukottai and 5 6 [’

O lakh sqft

Tiruvallur taluks over 21 storeys
»Tohosttop-notch = —————
educational > Has potential to
institutions and provide jobs to more
knowledge-based than 5000 people in
industries its first phase

looking at premier institutions including IITs,
TIMs and the IISc. We have started approaching
these institutions to understand their expan-
sion plans and invite them to set up in our
knowledge city,” he adds.

The tech city and knowledge city are im-
portant to bridge the gap between industry and
academia, says [IT-M director V Kamakoti.
The tech city should target emerging tech-
nologies that are critical to India. “In the space
sector, besides rocket engine manufacturing,
we can look at fuel injection systems.” Semi-
conductor fabrication is another area, he adds.

The three facilities will enable more GCCs
to set up shop in the state, says Rajaram Ven-
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kataraman, convener & head, FICCI Tamil
Nadu technology panel, and strategic advisor,
Kritilabs. Companies in the Middle East, Sin-
gapore and some southeast Asian countries
will prefer our data centres as we will provide
performance on a par with technologically
advanced nations at a high Rol, he says.

“IT companies and GCCs on OMR are keen
on expanding to tap talent across the city. Es-
tablishing newer centres will help attract and
retain good talent,” says Ramkumar Rama-
moorthy, chair, taskforce on GCC, CII Tamil
Nadu, partner, Catalincs. “1 expect GCCs and
BPOs to be the biggest beneficiaries of this

move,” he adds.
—



Kuthambakkam bus

terminus expected to be
completed by March 2025

The 427-crore project was initiated in 2020 but was delayed due to COVID-19 lockdown. It will

pave the way for further decongesting the Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus in Koyambedu

R. Srikanth
CHENNAI

he Kuthambakkam
Tbus terminus pro-

ject, being underta-
ken by the Chennai Metro-
politan Development
Authority (CMDA), is pro-
gressing as per schedule
and is expected to be com-
pleted by March next year.
The bus terminus near the
Thirumazhisai satellite
township would ease traf-
fic congestion from the
Poonamallee bus
terminus.

A senior official of the
CMDA said the project
would be completed be-
fore the start of next finan-
cial year. The I427-crore
bus terminus project com-
ing up in nearly 25 acres of
land was initiated in 2020
but was delayed due to CO-
VID-19 lockdown. Almost
80% of the work has been
executed. It would pave
the way for further decon-
gesting the Chennai Mofus-
sil Bus Terminus (CMBT) in
Koyambedu just as the Ki-
lambakkam bus terminus
is benefiting south-bound
passengers.

&

. 024
—

Expansive facility: The bus terminus will have air-conditioned waiting lounge, omni bus parking space,
food court, taxi booking counters, passenger and bus crew dormitories, and public conveniences.

The bus terminus would
have air-conditioned wait-
ing lounge, omni bus park-
ing space, food court, taxi
booking counters, ticket
counters, resting rooms,
passenger and bus crew
dormitories, and public
conveniences.

The terminus is set to
have more than 200 buses,
with exclusive bus bays for
State transport, omni bus

Source: The Hindu, 20 November 2024, p.7

operators and Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(MTC) with basement park-
ing for cars and two-wheel-
ers. Nearly 1,700 two-
wheelers and 250 cars
could be parked.

‘Extend metro service’

While the project is pro-
gressing at a fast pace, resi-
dents and industrialists of
Irungattukottai and Thiru-
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mazhisai are demanding
the extension of the metro
project till Thirumazhisai.

Residents of Thirumaz-
hisai say last mile connec-
tivity is absent at the Ki-
lambakkam bus terminus.
Despite the presence of
suburban trains, they want
the government to extend
the metro project from
Poonamallee to Thirumaz-
hisai.



GST on replacement charges goes,
power consumers breathe easy

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Customers repla-
cing electricity meters for a
three-phase electricity connec-
tion, after damage or discon-
nection, will no longer pay 18%
GST on replacement charges
of ¥1,610 to Tamil Nadu Power
Distribution Corporation Ltd
(TNPDCL), allowing them to
save 7290.

TNPCDLwithdrew GST on
25 services for all consumers,
from households to industries,
following a Central Bureau of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) notification exempting
certain services from GST
band. Thischange came intoef-
fectretrospectively from Oct10.
Replacement of meters is one
of the services; others include
name transfer of service con-
nection, temporary disconnec-
tion, reconnection, reduction
of demand, and estimate char-
ges. The18% GSTlevied on 2215
while applying for a new do-
mestic connection too has been

SERVICES EXEMPTED FROM GST

Low-tension

Services (including

domestic services)

Application fee 3215 22,145
Shifting charges | %1,070-¥2,145

Meter rent 't

Disconnection | 107032145 \ |

Reconnection 7130-3855

o Ieler 2645 26425

“ Payment of GST is always revenue neutral as it can be
claimed back. Now, this process is avoided —

K Venkatachalam | cHier AbviSOR TO TAMIL NADU SPINNING MILLS
OWNERS' ASSOCIATION

withdrawn.

Consumption of electricity
is not covered under GST, but
miscellaneous services were
charged 9%-18% as state GST
and 9% as central GST. Custo-
mers, however, aren't happy.
“Whileelectricity tariffsare in-
creasing every year, this GST

Source: The Times of India, 5 November 2024, p.4

New GO sparks electrical
safety concerns for highrises

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state govt'sre-
cent order allowing self-cer-
tification of electrical safety
in high-rise buildings with a
voltage level below 650V has
drawn a mixed reaction with
builders welcoming it and
public experts warning that
this could put homebuyers at
risk.

Mosthighrisesfallin this
category and till now all such
buildings needed to be certi-
fied as safe by electrical in-
spectorate (EI)officials. Only
after that could they be sold.
However, the new rules state
thatonly those high-risebuil-
dings with avoltage levelabo-
ve 650V should be inspected
by the electrical inspectora-
te. Buildings with a voltage
level between 250V and 650V
canbeself-certified by the bu-
ilders through chartered
electrical safety engineers
(CESE).

Credai president Moha-
med Ali said the state govt
had brought clarity to the
long-pendingissue. However,
Appavoo Subbiah, a retired
chief of theelectrical inspec-
torate, said the state govt has
brought changes without
creating a pool of CESE, and
thatthis will create more pro-
blems.

“Thestategovthasnotdo-
ne much to create such engi-
neers. Allof asudden, the sta-
te govt wants high-rise buil-
dings to be certified by safety
engineers, but there isno one
for builders to approach. It is

WHAT GOVT ORDER SAYS
» Tangedco can self-certify above 650V should be
all its installations from 11kV inspected once every three
to 765kV years

> Installations

» Medium voltage

above 650V by installations (between 250V
private and 650V) should
consumer, be self-
generating certified

plant, supplier through safety
should be engineers once
checked by every five
electrical years for
inspector residential
once every buildings
two years and th'ree
S years for

> Tangedco's rivate
installations "

suppliers

Credai president Mohamed Ali said the state govt
had brought clarity to the long-pending issue.
However, Appavoo Subbiah, a retired chief of the
electrical inspectorate, said the govt brought
changes without creating a pool of CESE, and
that this will create more problems

a violation of the central
electricity authority’s regu-
lation 32. The govt should do
somethingatleastnow totra-
in safety engineers. This wo-
uld also create jobs for engi-
neers since most of the high-
rise buildings come under
medium voltage installa-
tions, that is below 650V,"
Subbiahsaid.
Ravichandran, a private
energy consultant, said trai-
ningof electrical safety engi-
neers should have been given

priority before such measu-
res were broughtin.
Tangedco should allow
such safety engineers to pe-
riodically inspect its distri-
bution network at the low-
tension level, said Subbiah.
“Excludingtheroleof CESEs
entirely from Tangedco’s in-
stallation up to 33 kV is dilu-
ting the rights of the com-
monpublicasatleasthalf the
electrical fires and electrocu-
tions happen in the low-ten-
sionnetwork,” headded.

Source: The Times of India, 19 November 2024, p.4

exemption isa small relief. The
entire domestic consumer ca-
tegory would have benefited
had the exemption come before
the state made name transfer
of service connections to pre-
sent owners of properties man-
datory last year,” said Vinoth
Kumar of Kundrathur.

A Tangedco official said
many states, including TN had
approached the GST council
for clarity on service tax on mi-
scellaneous services. “The
word ‘etc.” in the earlier clause
caused confusion, and all dis-
coms started charging GST on
miscellaneous charges fearing
penalty. Now, GST council has
made it clear only services do-
ne at the request of consumers
are GST leviable, so we have
withdrawn GST on a number
of services,”

Industriesnolongerneedto
claim the GST through input
tax credit. “Payment of GST is
always revenue neutral as it
can be claimed back. Now, this
process isavoided,” said K Ven-
katachalam, chief advisor to
Tamil Nadu Spinning Mills
Owners' Association. Industri-
es were levied 18% GST on har-
monic compensation charges,
capacitor compensation char-
ges, excess contract load char-
ges, and increase/reduction of
demand charges.
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TN to observe child abuse
prevention week in Nov

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
school education depart-
ment on Tuesday released
an awareness guide for tea-
chers on protecting child-
ren from sexual abuse and
violence.

Releasing the guide,
school education minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
announced the school edu-
cation department will ob-
serve Nov17to22every year
as a week for creating awa-
reness on the prevention of
violence against children.

The guide details how to
understand sexual abuse,
identify children affected
by sexual abuse and violen-
ce, create awareness on the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (Poc-
so0) Act, 2012, and what to do
after identifying a child
victim in the school. “Scho-
ol education department

POINTS TO PONDER
DO'S AND DONT'S FOR TEACHERS IN CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
> The complaint should be » The inquiry should happen
investigated by police and not before parents and guardians
by the school management > Complaint box should be
> Without informing 4‘ opened in front of HM and
parents, school should HELP two parents from SSAC
not allow police to ‘ (Student Safeguarding
question students Advisory Committee)

has launched toll-free hel-
pline numbers 14417 and
1098 to prevent incidents of
child sexual abuse. Howe-
ver, some incidents are still
being reported. To prevent
such incidents, we are con-
ducting awareness mee-
tings for teachers and head-
masters,” the minister sa-
id.

The school education
departmentalsosetup ‘Ma-
navar Manasu Petti’ a
complaint box for children
in all schools. The depart-

ment asked the schools to
keep the complainant’s na-
me confidential.
“Headmasters have to
take action on the compla-
ints, and they have to instill
confidence in students to
come forward and report
any abuse. The state govt is
also thinking of producing
cartoons and short films to
create awareness of violen-
ceagainst children. We will
make an announcement af-
ter getting approval from
the CM,” he further said.

Source: The Times of India, 27 November 2024, p.6

International book fair to
focus on children’s literature

TOI

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The upcoming
Chennai International Book
Fair (CIBF) 2025 will place
special emphasis on child-
ren’s literature, with the or-
ganisers of the Bologna
Children’s Book Fair, which
is the world’s largest child-
ren’s book fair, attending as
the guest of honour. The
event will also feature a dedi-
cated pavilion showcasing
children's literature in Ta-
miland other languages.

“We expect participation
from more than 50 countries
and are targeting 1,000 MoUs
to be signed at the event,” sa-
id school education minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
at the launch of the 2025 edi-
tion of book fair on Tuesday,
which is scheduled to take
place from Jan16to18.

Last year, representati-
ves from 39 countries partici-
pated, leading to the signing
of 752 MoUs for translating
books from Tamil into other

Source: The Times of India,

RECOGNISING EXCELLENCE:
School education minister Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi hands over
S R Ranganathan award for the
best librarian at the launch of
book fair on Tuesday

languages and vice versa.
“Tamil books have been
translated into 18 internatio-

nal languages, including
Arabic, Chinese, Korean,
Malay, Swahili, English,

French, German, and Spa-
nish,” Poyyamozhi said. He
also said that books from co-
untries such as Turkey, Per-
sia, Italy, Spain, Russia, and
Portugal were translated in-
to Tamil.

Govt has allocated Z3cro-
reasatranslation grant. “By

20 November 2024, p.4

inviting the organisers of
Bologna Children’s Book Fa-
ir as the guest of honour, we
aim to translate Tamil books
into even more languages,”
said P Shankar, managing di-
rector of the Tamil Nadu
textbook and educational
services corporation
(TNTESC). He said that the
number of participation re-
quests for the 2025 edition
hasexceeded those of previo-
us years.

School education secreta-
ry S Madumathi presided
over the launch event. Du-
ringtheoccasion, tabletcom-
puters were distributed to
district library officers and
chief librarians from Anna
Centenary Library and Kala-
ignar Centenary Library. Ad-
ditionally, 39 librarians were
honoured with the S R Rang-
anathan award, which inclu-
ded?5,000incashandasilver
medal. The event was atten-
ded by TNTESC chairperson
Dindigul I Leoni and other
dignitaries.

Ranipet sports complex,
Olympic academy in
Madurai to be a reality

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

DEPUTY Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin laid the foun-
dation for establishing the Ra-
nipet District Sports Complex
(%15 crore) and Olvmpic Acad-
emy building (¥6 crore) within
the Madurai District Sports
Complex through video confer-
ence on Monday Besides, the
deputy CM presented the Cham-
pions Kit to 553 sportspersons
who are pursuing their studies
from the SDAT hostels.

Chief Minister MK Stalin
and Udhavanidhi Stalin also
congratulated the winners of
the Chennai Grandmasters
Chess Tournament 2024 and
wished them more accolades in
the coming davs.

Stalin, in his tweet, said,
“Congratulations to Grand
Master Aravindh Chithambar-
am on his remarkable title win
at the Chennai GM, with his
strategic brilliance, especially
in the penultimate round that
proved decisive. Applause as
well for GM Pranav V, whose
standout performance in the

Udhaya says ready for
debate with Palaniswami

Chennai: Udhayanidhi Stalin said
he is ready for debate on schemes
of DMK government if AIADMK
General Secretary Edappadi
Palaniswami invites him. On EPS's
criticism about naming schemes
after M Karunanidhi, the deputy
CM asked, “Who else’s name
should be given to the schemes?
Appropriate names only can be
given to the schemes.”

Challengers section shows im-
mense promise for the future.
Kudos to SDAT for a flawless
event that further elevates
Chennai's stature on the global
chess stage!.”

Speaking at the valedictory
of the tournament here, the
deputy chief minister said, “I
extend my hearty congratula-
tions to Tamil Nadu’s Arvind
Chidambaram for emerging as
the winner of the Chennai
Grand Masters Chess Tourna-
ment 2024. 1 also congratulate
Pranav for securing first place
in the Challengers category.”

Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin handing over the Champions Kit to
sportspersons during the event at Nehru Indoor Stadium in Chennai | p ravikumas

Source: The New Indian Express,

12 November 2024, p.4
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State gets ready to rumble with first
boxing arena set to open in 2025

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu's
first exclusive, state-of-
the-art boxing arena and
training facility, coming
up in Gopalapuram, is set
to be ready by Jan 2025.
Spread over 52,000sqft, the
facility aims to nurture as-
piring boxers with world-
class infrastructure.

Construction of the
air-conditioned facility
began in Dec 2023 and is
nearing completion, with
only roofing and interior
finishes left. Once oper-
ational, it will serve as the
state’s premier boxing
training centre, featuring
a spacious main ring with
tiered spectator seating
for tournaments and exhi-
bitions.

The training centre
will be equipped with cut-
ting-edge amenities, in-
cluding heavy bags, speed

bags, specialised strength
and agility machines, and

comprehensive locker
room facilities with show-
ers.
“This facility will
serve as the base for box-
ing in Chennai. Quality
coaches will be on board,
and it will host several
competitions,” said SDAT
member-secretary J
Meghanath Reddy:.
However, the Tamil Na-

Source: The Times of India, 25 November 2024, p.4

Naan Mudhalvan
nurturing leaders
ready to shine on
the global stage: CM

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Wednesday
said that the State govern-
ment, through the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme, was
nurturing leaders who
were ready to shine on the
global stage.

He was reacting to social
media posts appreciating
the success of the scheme.

“As the Chief Minister
and a proud parent from
Tamil Nadu, my heart fills
with pride to see our youth
recognised for their bril-
liance,” Mr. Stalin said in a

The Chief Minister
was reacting to
social media posts

appreciating the
success of the scheme

social media post.
“Through the Naan Mud-
halvan initiative, a project
close to my heart, we are
nurturing leaders who are
ready to shine on the glo-
bal stage,” he added.

“Our youth stand tall,
declaring to the world,
“We are here, ready to con-
quer and lead,” Mr. Stalin
said.

Source: The Hindu, 7 November 2024, p.6

du boxing association has
called for additional facili-
ties and concessions. “The
govt should consider pro-
viding dormitories for
out-of-state coaches and
managers. Also, the cur-
rentrental perday is steep.
Along with room rent, or-
ganising tournaments be-
comes a financial bur-
den,” said amember of the
Tamil Nadu boxing associ-
ation.

Veterans and enthusi-
asts have also voiced con-
cerns over the misuse of
such sports facilities for
non-sporting events. “Sta-
diums like this should be
exclusively used to pro-
mote sports. Renting them
out for political or cinema
events damages infras-
tructure and leaves the
premises dirty,” said a vet-
eran boxer.

Once completed, the fa-
cility isexpected toelevate
the boxing ecosystem in
Tamil Nadu, fostering new
talent and raising the pro-
file of the sport in the re-
gion. “But care should be
taken to appoint NIS-qual-
ified coaches alone. Box-
ing has now become com-
mercial. Many who com-
pleted short-term courses
and with no experience
are taking classes,” said
Pon Bhaskaran, presi-
dent, Tamil Nadu boxing
association.

T.N. earns 354 lakh in
17 months from name
change applications

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Over 9,200 people in areas
in and around Salem, Pu-
dukkottai, and Vriddha-
chalam  have  either
changed their names or al-
tered them since April last
year, generating a revenue
of T54.41 lakh for the State
government.

Of the 9,255 applicants,
8,258 changed or altered
their names in English,
while 997 made changes to
their names in Tamil.

The Government
Branch Press in Salem got
7,288 of the 9,255 applica-
tions received between
April 2023 and September
30 this year.

It may be noted that the
revenue of ¥54.41 lakh was
generated only through the
Government Branch Press-
es located in Salem, Pu-

dukkottai, and Vriddha-
chalam, which began
receiving applications for
name change or alteration
in April last year.

Besides the Govern-
ment Branch Presses in the
three locations, applica-
tions are being accepted at
the head office of the Com-
missionerate of Stationery
and Printing in Chennai

and the Government
Branch Presses in Madurai
and Tiruchi.

In 2023-2024, a revenue
of Z1.57 crore was generat-
ed by the State government
from across Tamil Nadu to-
wards the fee for publica-
tion of name change or al-
teration. The fee for
publishing the notification
of change of one’s name in
English is ¥750. For pu-
blishing the name change
in Tamil in the government
gazette, the fee is T150.

Source: The Hindu, 8 November 2024, p.8
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Valluvar Kottam to be opened
to public by mid-January

The Public Works Department has speeded up work to renovate the landmark. New facilities

include an air-conditioned auditorium, multi-level car park, children’s play area, and cafeteria

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

alluvar Kottam,
‘/ one of the city’s
iconic monuments,

will get a new lease of life
and be opened to the pu-
blic by mid-January.

Located in the heart of
the city and spread over 5
acres, the edifice dedicated
to ancient Tamil poet and
philosopher Thiruvalluvar,
is getting a complete struc-
tural revamp. The Public
Works Department (PWD)
has speeded up work to re-
novate the landmark and
add facilities to attract visi-
tors.

Nearly 275 labourers are
working daily to renovate
the monument at a cost of
T80 crore. After the face-
lift, it will have an air-con-
ditioned auditorium that
can accommodate nearly
1,600 people on the
ground floor. The Kural
Manimadam, which has
1,330 verses of the Thiruk-
kural engraved on stones
designed to look like pages
of a book, on the first floor,
is also getting spruced up,
with the addition of win-
dows for better ventilation.

New paintings

Officials said nearly 133
paintings related to Thiruk-
kural verses would be dis-
played for visual appeal.
The monument will have
more intricate artworks
and Stapathi works on its
columns and facade to en-
hance the architectural
elements. Masons from
Kanniyakumari and Nager-
coil, who specialise in tem-

>

A

= R \

N

Fresh look: Renovation work in progress on the 106-ft stone chariot in Valluvar Kottam. AKHILA EASWARAN

ple architecture, have been
hired for the work. Visitors
may also enjoy a 20-mi-
nute ‘sound and light
show’ at the musical foun-
tain built at the entrance of
the monument.

Another air-conditioned
seminar hall, equipped
with a library comprising
about 1,000 books, is also
being renovated. With a
seating capacity for 100
persons, this hall can be
used for Tamil literary
meetings, officials said.
The terrace leading to the
106-ft stone chariot, which

Source: The Hindu, 2 November 2024, p.4

weighs 2,700 tonnes, is al-
so being renovated with or-
namental pillars and light-
ing to provide space for
cultural events. The dam-
age to the chariot’s exterior
is being repaired, and it is
being painted.

A multi-level car park to
accommodate up to 200
vehicles, children’s play
area, and cafeteria are oth-
er some of the other facili-
ties being constructed. The
PWD plans to add more in-
teractive elements based
on Thirukkural and incor-
porate braille features dur-

ing the second phase of re-
novations.

“We are repairing the
structural damage in Vallu-
varkottam and have accel-
erated work to open it to
the public by Thiruvalluvar
Day in January. The land-
mark will have disabled-
friendly facilities, such as
ramps, at the entrance.
Elevators are being in-
stalled to enable persons
with disabilities to climb to
the top of the chariot,” said
K.P. Sathyamurthy, Engi-
neer-in-Chief, PWD (build-
ings).
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‘Pattarai Karuvadu, a unique process of making
dry fish in Ramanathapuram, awaits Gl tag

It involves treating the fish with salt and turmeric powder and keeping it buried in the sand for 10 days. The fish caught by

hook is used because its flesh will be in good condition. Salt is collected from salt pans to ensure that no iodine is added

B. Kolappan
RAMESWARAM

s a child, Anthony
A Dheena, a polio
victim, had

watched his grandmother
make ‘karuvattu
kuzhambu’ (dry fish
gravy). The fish would
melt in his mouth and the
taste would linger. The fish
in the ‘kuzhambuw’
acquired a special taste, he
said, because of the
method that his
grandmother followed for
preserving the fish.

Years later, when
Dheena started large-scale
production of ‘karuvadu’,
he followed his
grandmother’s method.
Today, the shop, named
‘Pattarai Karuvadum
Pazhaya Kanjiyw’, at
Thangachimadam in
Ramanathapuram,
testifies to the undying
spirit of this differently
abled youth.

The Tamil Nadu Food
Processing and Agri
Export Promotion

F N
In grandmother’s footsteps: Anthony Dheena in his shop, named
‘Pattarai Karuvadum Pazhaya Kanjiyum’, at Thangachimadam in
Ramanathapuram. L. BALACHANDAR

Corporation (TNAPEx) has | with salt and turmeric
applied for the powder and keeping it
Geographical Indication buried in the sand for 10
(GI) tag for days.

Ramanathapuram “The completion of the
‘Pattarai Karuvadu’. The process depends on
application was filed by climatic condition. In
Intellectual Property summer, it will require 10
Rights attorney P. Sanjai days for the fish to achieve
Gandhi. the perfect condition. It

‘Pattarai Karuvadu’ is a
contradiction in terms.
‘Karuvadu’, or dry fish, is
normally made by drying
the excess catch under the
sun. But the making of
‘Pattarai Karuvadu’
involves treating the fish

may take 13 to 15 days
during other seasons,”
says Dheena, who makes
‘Pattarai Karuvadu’ with
his friend L. Thirpurtis,
who is also a polio victim.
Both belong to the
fishermen community and

Source: The Hindu, 2 November 2024, p.8

use a three-wheeler.

Dheena says fleshy fish
species such as ‘Vanjiram’
(seer fish), ‘Parai’
(trevally), ‘Soorai’ (tuna),
“Thirukkai’ (stingray),
‘Koduva’ (sea bass), and
‘Sheela’ (barracuda) would
make better ‘Pattarai
Karuvadu’. “We normally
buy fish caught by hook so
that the flesh will be in
good condition. We also
collect salt directly from
salt pans to ensure that no
iodine is added. The fact
that our product attracts
ants is proof that we do
not add any preservative,”
he says.

After removing the
entrails of the fish, Dheena
and his friend would treat
it in turmeric and salt.
They would first cover the
fish in a jute bag. The bag
would be wrapped in a
layer of palm leaf mats.
They would then cover the
fish with a jute bag before
burying it in the sand.
‘“’Pattarai’ refers to the pit
we dig to bury the fish. It
is like fermenting the
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wine,” Dheena says. The
process, he says, will help
to halve the weight of the
fish.

Dheena says the making
of ‘Pattarai Karuvadu’ was
discovered by
Rameswaram fishermen
by accident. “Whenever
there was excess catch,
they would bury the fish in
sand as there was no
means of transport to send
the catch to faraway
places, and no freezers.
They once found that the
fish buried on the
seashore remained fresh,
thanks to the salt content
in the sand. They
fine-tuned the method to
prepare ‘Pattarai
Karuvadw’,” he says.

“There is a good market
for my products. I get calls
from Tamils living in
European countries. But
there is no provision to
send dry fish as it is
considered a spoiled food
product,” says Dheena,
who also runs the
YouTube channel
Fisherman Voice.



Email policy warns
State government
employees against
derogatory language

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIT

The email policy for Tamil
Nadu government em-
ployees, unveiled recently,
warns against emails con-
taining language derogato-
ry to religion, caste and
ethnicity, and those con-
taining anti-national mes-
sages and obscene mate-
rial. It also prohibits the
sharing of passwords.

About 1.10 lakh people
are using the official email
services of the Tamil Nadu
government.

While the user is held
responsible for any data/e-
mail that is transmitted us-
ing the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment e-mail service, “all
emails/data sent through
the email server are the
sole responsibility of the
user owning the account”.
The policy is also against
emails that are personal in
nature (such as personal
functions).

It also advocates the use
of ‘reply all’ and ‘distribu-
tion lists” with caution to
reduce the risk of sending
emails to the wrong peo-
ple. Backup of important
emails/data is to be under-
taken by the user at regular
intervals, it says.

The policy specifies cer-
tain scenarios as “inappro-
priate use of services”.
They include the distribu-
tion of emails anonymous-

Iy, use of other officers’ us-
er IDs or a false identity,
and exchange of informa-
tion in violation of laws, in-
cluding copyright laws.

“Wilful transmission of
an email containing a com-
puter virus, misrepresen-
tation of the identity of the
sender of an email and the
use or attempt to use the
accounts of others without
their permission” have al-
so been specified as inap-
propriate use of services.
Such actions might result
in deactivation of the ac-
count. “The email solution
shall be basic in nature,
based on open-source
tools in combination with
necessary proprietary
components to ensure se-
curity of the platform from
cyber threats. GoTN e-Mail
service will be provided ov-
er secure channels only,” it
said. The G.0. with the new
email policy was issued in
September.

The email services are
to be hosted by ELCOT,
without compromising on
the required features and
security. The email solu-
tion is offered free of cost
to government officials,
and the expenditure would
be borne by TNeGA. The
minimum space for the
mailbox of senior officials,
including secretaries and
heads of departments, is 2
GB, and for tappal assis-
tants, it is 10 GB.

Source: The Hindu, 9 November 2024, p.6

CM to launch second
phase of nutritional
intervention scheme

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Buoyed by the results of
Phase 1 of Uttachathai
Uruthi Sei, a nutritional in-
tervention programme for
malnourished  children
and their mothers, the
State government is gear-
ing up to implement Phase
II of the scheme.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin will launch the second
phase in Ariyalur on No-
vember 15. Ministers, elect-
ed representatives, and
Collectors will launch the
programme in other dis-
tricts on the same day.

The mothers of over
76,700 babies aged zero to
six months, identified as
malnourished, will be co-
vered under Phase II,
which will be implemented
at a cost of T22 crore. Nutri-
kits, containing a mother’s
health mix, iron and folic
acid syrup, and other in-
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gredients, will be given to
the mothers of the mal-
nourished children.

Phase I, which was
launched in 2022, identi-
fied the malnourished chil-
dren. After the govern-
ment’s intervention, 77.3%
of them became normal,
Mr. Stalin said in a state-
ment. Anganwadi workers
undertook the initial
screening to identify the
malnourished children in
Phase 1. “Babies aged zero
to six months are to be gi-
ven only mother’s milk as
food. Only if the health of
the mothers is ensured can
the nutrition of their ba-
bies be ensured,” he said.

During an event held at
the Secretariat, Mr. Stalin
handed over financial as-
sistance from the Tamil Na-
du Advocate Welfare Fund
to the family members of
10 deceased advocates. He
handed over a cheque for
710 lakh to each family.

Source: The Hindu, 14 November 2024, p.10



Gram Sabhas on Nov. 23
to review progress of
projects in villages

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Gram Sabha meetings to be
held across 12,525 village
panchayats on November
23 will review the imple-
mentation of the targets
fixed for achieving “open
defecation free (ODF) plus
rising” and “ODF plus-mo-
del village.”

Determined under the
Central programme of
Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM - Rural), the targets
pertain to solid and liquid
waste management.

Tamil Nadu is one
among the States that have
achieved 100% ODF plus
villages. As for the two ca-
tegories, the first - ODF
plus rising - refers to those
villages that are maintain-
ing their ODF status with
arrangements for solid
waste management (SWM)
and liquid waste manage-
ment (LWM).

Litter-free villages

The second criteria - ODF
plus-model village - refer
to those villages that are

clean with minimal litter-
ing and stagnant wastewa-
ter, and no plastic waste
dumped in public places.

They display ODF-plus
information, education
and communication (IEC)
messages, besides main-
taining the ODF status with
arrangements for both
SWM and LWM.

The Gram Sabha meet-
ings will confirm, under
the Jal Jeevan programme,
participation of all with re-
gard to 10% of the capital
cost in the village pan-
chayats for piped water

supply infrastructure
works.
Skill development

The meetings will discuss
50 skill development
events and an equally
number of placement
camps to be held across
the State under the Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalaya Yojana, a de-
mand-driven, placement-
linked skill training initia-
tive aimed at covering ru-
ral youth aged between 15
and 35 years.

Source: The Hindu, 15 November 2024, p.6

Ainthinai scheme:
govt. to set up units
for value addition to
tribal agro products

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Department of Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Wel-
fare is taking steps to final-
ise the establishment of va-
lue-addition units for tribal
agro products under its
Tolkudiyinar Velanmai Me-
lanmai Thittam, also called
as project Ainthinai — a
land-based cluster ap-
proach for socio-economic
development of Scheduled
Tribe (ST) communities.

S. Annadurai, Director,
Tribal Welfare, said the De-
partment had launched
the scheme earlier this
year to improve the liveli-
hood of ST communities
residing in various land-
scapes, and involved in
agriculture and allied activ-
ities. The Department had
roped in six government
institutions — The Tamil
Nadu Veterinary and Ani-
mal Sciences University,
the Indian Institute of Hor-
ticultural Research (IITHR),
the Central Institute of
Agricultural Engineering,
the Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research, the National
Bureau of Fish Genetic Re-
sources and the Annamalai
University — along with
four non-governmental or-
ganisations for expertise,
research and project deve-
lopment.

A baseline survey was
carried out in Tiruvanna-
malai, Tiruchi, Kallakuri-
chi, Namakkal, Dharmapu-
ri, the Nilgiris and
Tirupattur districts by the

ITHR to identify the pattern
of agriculture and allied ac-
tivities among the tribal pe-
ople.

Under the project, 14 so-
cieties with 200 to 300
members each from ST
communities were formed
in these districts. The
members were trained in
value addition, and mar-
keting their products.

With the help of re-
search institutes, steps are
under way to set up value
addition units for process-
ing foxtail, proso, and
pearl millets, custard ap-
ple, avocado, tomato, eri
silk, and oil extraction
plant from silkworm at
places such as Jawadhu
Hills in Tiruvannamalai
district, Kalvarayan Hills in
Kallakurichi district, Sithe-
ri in Dharmapuri district,
and Pachamalai in Tiruchi
district, sources said.

Customised initiatives
Customised initiatives such
as providing agro machin-
eries to tribal farmers’ so-
cieties, revenue generation
through circular farming in
Pachamalai, setting up of
backyard poultry in four
districts on a pilot basis
and ornamental fish cul-
turing and crab farming in
Tiruvallur district were al-
so being implemented un-
der the project, they
added.

The State government
had sanctioned 15 crore to
implement the project for
three years to benefit over
6,500 ST members.

Source: The Hindu, 18 November 2024, p.1

TENVol. | Issue 7 | November 2024 | Page 77



State seeks consultant forits
first pvt transmission project

765/400 kV substation to be set up in Kovai region at a cost of T4K cr

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Infrastructure
Development Board (TNIDB) has
invited applications to appoint a
Transaction Advisor (consult-
ant)for executing the T4,000-crore,
T65/400 kW substation project in
Coimbatore region, along with a
power transmission line extend-
ing up to Arivalur. This will be
the first project to be implement-
ed under the Tarift-Based Com-
petitive Bidding (TBCB) process
under which the state govern-
ment will hand over mainte-
nance and operation of pow-

er transmission projects

to private players.

Once operational, the
successful private bidder
will have the sole author-
ity to sell power from the
substation through a power
purchase agreement to any enti-
ty, with Tantransco holding the
‘first right of refusal’, officials
told TNIE.

The TNERC approved the
TBCB system in February Till
now, Tamil Nadu Transmission
Corporation(Tantransco), estab-
lished in 1957, has been the sole
authority to manage power
transmission facilities. Tan-
transco will act as the bid process
coordinator for the project,
sources said.

Cut interest rates for power loans: Balaji to union min

Chennal: Electricity Minister V Senthil Balaji met Union Power Minister
Manohar Lal at the all India electricity ministers’ conference in New Delhi
on Tuesday and sought a reduction in interest rates for power loans. He
also urged Lal to push Rural Electrification Corporation and Power
Finance Corporation to lower their interest rates to 8%. In a petition
submitted, Balaji also requested that no new conditions be added for
receiving grants under the revamped distribution sector scheme and
opposed the unilateral setting of targets for PM Surya Ghar scheme. ENS

The TNIDB's ‘Request for Pro-
posal” document accessed by
TNIE said, “Coimbatore, being a
major load center, will receive

power from the North Chen-

nai Pooling Station via

Arivalur 765 kV substa-

tion in Villupuram

region.”

The substation will be

setupin Uthukuli village

in Tiruppur district, and 68

of therequired 100 acres have al-

ready been acquired. The re-

maining land is under acquisi-
tion, the RFP said.

A senior Tantransco official
told TINIE, “The consultant ap-
pointed by TNIDB will prepare a
detailed project report covering
financial and technical aspects,
which will be submitted to the
state government. After getting
approval, a qualified private
player will be selected to con-
struct the 765/400 kV substation,

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 November 2024, p.4

a project that may take up to
three years.”

Explaining the decision to in-
volve private companies, another
Tantransco official said, “The
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board is
struggling with a debt of F1.5
lakh crore for vears, and 15,000
crore is being spent on interest
every year”

“To reduce this financial bur-
den, we decided to introduce Tar-
iff-Based Competitive Bidding
for transmission projects worth
F200 crore and above. Private
companies will manage every-
thing from setting uppower lines
tosupply and infrastructure. The
costof the project isestimated at
4,000 crore, which is too high for
Tantransco to handle alone,” he
explained.

Bids for the project will be ac-
cepted from November 19 to 29,
with the bid opening scheduled
for 6 pm on November 29,
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GCCrepurposes homeless shelterat
Kannappar Thidal as printing press

Official says no pressing need for more shelters, but recent survey said 8,331 destitute in city

PRAVEENA S A @Chennai

THE corporation-run shelter
for homeless women at Kanna-
par Thidal, built using DAY-
NULM fund of ¥72.4 lakh, is
now being repurposed as a
printing press by the Greater
Chennai Corporation {GCC).
This action has shed serious
doubts on the corporation’s
commitment to rehabilitate the
destitute.

Sources said the inmates
were shifted to the Kannappar
Thidal shelter from a facility in
Shenoy Nagar over two years
ago. The shelter was managed
by Surabi Trust, an NGO that
has been working in coordina-
tion with the GCC to oversee
such shelters since 2013.
Around 35 to 40 women resided
in this facilitv However, in ear-
1y 2024, Surabi withdrew from
the management responsibility;
leaving the facility non-opera-
tional. Around 15 inmates
present during its closure were
shifted to various other wom-
en's shelters in the city.

Now it has come to light that
instead of identifying another
gualified NGO to resume opera-
tions, the GCC decided to re-
purpose the shelter into a print-
ing press. When TNIE visited
the area, the building was
found undergoing alterations
to accommodate printing ma-
chines. Ezhumalai A (57), a ven-
dor near the Kannapar Thidal
shelter, said, “Some homeless
people had recently come and
enguired about the facility But,
since it has downed shutters,
they left.”

A zonal-level corporation of-
ficial said the decision to repur-
pose the shelter was taken be-
cause a similar facility was
available within a 500-metre
radius.

However, when TNIE visited
thenearby shelter on Stringers
Street, it was found that this
shelter was exclusively for the
elderly, unlike the one at Kan-
napar Thidal, which also ac-
commodated women aged 50
and below.

The GCC, once credited for
increasing shelters from just
three in 2012 to 54 by 2021
through NGO partnerships,
now seems to be reversing its
progress, with the number cur-
rently reduced to 49. Earlier in
2024, two buildings funded un-
der the DAY-NULM scheme
—one in Sholinganallur and an-

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 November 2024, p.3

other in Elango Nagar, located
in the Tondiarpet zone -- were
converted and now, they func-
tion as a munsif-cum-judicial
magistrate courtand a primary
health centre, respectively

Sources said the reason for at
least seven shelters in the city
remaining non-operational, are
NGO terminations, withdraw-
als, or the repurposing of build-
ings. A corporation official told
TNIE, “As the GCC press build-
ing on Wall Tax Road is cur-
rently under renovation, the
press has been temporarily re-
located to this shelter. Once the
renovation is complete, the
press will be moved back.”
However, the official did not
disclose an expected time
frame.

The official added that while
the shelters in the city can ac-

As the GCC press
building on Wall
Tax Road is under
renovation, the
press has been
temporarily
relocated to this
shelter. Once the
renovation is
complete, the press

will be moved back
A comoration official

The erstwhile shelter
for homeless women at
Kannappar Thidal | express

commodate a total of 2,450 peo-
ple, they currently house only
1,300, and that there is no de-
mand for additional shelters.
However, arecentreportby the
IRCDUC, an NGO, found that
Chennai is home to a whopping
8,331 homeless individuals.

Vanessa Peter, the founder of
IRCDUC, stated, “While many
people continue to reside in
homeless situations, especially
women, children, elderly and
others, the buildings construct-
ed for shelters are being used
for other purposes. Repur pos-
ing these shelters built using
DAY-NULM funds must stop as
people continue to live on the
streets. GCC must make efforts
to strengthen the shelter pro-
grammes in the city by priori-
tising and adopting a compre-
hensive approach.”
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Aavin requested T140 crore to cover the pending amount from July to
October 31 and the GO confirmed it | express

TN govt pays 140 cr
incentive due, sets
conditions for Aavin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE state government has
released 140 crore to clear
pending dues owed to
Aavin’s dairy farmers. This
follows a government order
(GO) issued by Satyabrata
Sahoo, Secretary of Animal
Husbandry and Dairy Devel-
opment, on October 29. The
state government intro-
duced a T3-per-litre incen-
tive to boost milk procure-
ment last December, leading
to an additional annual ex-
penditure of 360 crore.

Upon releasing these
funds, the govern-
ment set several
conditions for
Aavin. Firstly it
mandated 100% com-
puterisationof records
for Primary Milk Produc-
ers Cooperative Societies
across the state. Additional-
1y, Aavin must maximise the
capacity of its milk process-
ing plants owned by the Milk
Producers’ Federation and
district unions. The GO also
specified that spot acknowl-
edgment receipts for milk
suppliers at producer socie-
ties should be increased to
30% by December 2024 and
50% by 2025.

Since implementing the
incentive, average daily milk
procurement has risen from

26.6lakh litres in Januaryto
34.6 lakh litres in October.
Pending dues from July to
October totalled 140 crore,
while overall incentives
since last December have
amounted to ¥295 crore. The
dues up to June have been
settled. Aavin reguested
T1l40crore to cover the pend-
ing amounts from July to
October 31, and the GO con-
firmed it.

Following repeated re-
quests from dairy farmers,
the government hiked
Aavin's procurement price

by 3 per litre as an incen-
tive. This brings the

rate for cow milk to

Z38 per litre and buf-

falo milk to 47, with

no change to the sell-
ing price. To qualify
for the full procure-
ment price, milk must
meet a minimum guality
standard of 4.3% fat and
8.2% solids-notfat (SNF).

In a statement on Thurs-
day, Aavin stated that it sold
sweets and milk products
worth T115 crore this festive
season, a 10 crore increase
from the previous vear. §
Vineeth, Aavin's Managing
Director, noted that efforts
were made to supply milk
products and sweets to gov-
ernment departments
across the state during the
festival period.

800 plus trees to be cut
down for ECR expansion

NGT Closes
Case With
Conditions

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Widening of
East Coast Road (ECR)from
Neelankarai to Sholinga-
nallur will result in felling
of 856 trees, according to
details submitted to the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT). The case, taken up
suo motu by the tribunal
based on news reports, was
disposed of on Tuesday af-
ter the state highways de-
partment provided assu-
rances regarding compen-
satory measures and adhe-
rence to environmental
guidelines.

In the first phase of the
project, 123 trees were re-
moved from the Kottivak-
kam-Palavakkam stretch
to expand the road. A com-
pensatory plantation at a
1:10 ratio — amounting to
1,230 saplings — was initia-
ted. The state forest depart-
ment already received 53

File Photo

lakh for these efforts and
administrative approval is
underway for further ac-
tion.

The second phase invol-
vestheremovalof 758 trees,
the transplantation of 97
and the retention of one
due to its religious and me-
dicinal significance. A de-
tailed compensatory plan
includes planting 7,580 sap-
lings. For this,Z3.26 croreis
required, with 275 lakh al-
ready disbursed to the fo-
restdepartment.

Transplanted trees we-
re relocated to the Sri Ra-

man Thangal Lake bund in
Sholinganallur and are re-
portedly being maintained
with daily watering and ca-
re. Initial reports suggest
22 trees sprouted new lea-
ves.

To expedite compensa-
tory measures, the forest
department began plan-
ting saplings at the heavy
vehicle factory in Avadi,
where 1,400 were already
planted. Another 4,200 sap-
lings are expected to be
planted by the end of Now.
The use of iron tree guards
and soil preparation to im-

Source: The Times of India, 27 November 2024, p.5

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 November 2024, p.2
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prove survival rates is un-
derway.
Thecasearosefromalle-
gations of unauthorised
tree felling along ECR slo-
pe. However, the tribunal
accepted the govt’s submis-
sionthatall actions were in
line with environmental
guidelines and dismissed
claims of violations. NGT,

| satisfied with the measures
| and undertakings, closed

the case while stressing on
the need for strict adheren-
ce to environmental safe-

| guards for all future in-
4| frastructure projects.

“It’s encouraging to see
a govt agency disclose the
locations for compensatory
planting, but the highway
department must also pro-
vide regular updates on the
survival rates of these
plants,” said M Nizamud-
den,anenvironmental acti-
vist. “In the past, hundreds
of trees were uprooted for
road widening on the Ma-
habalipuram-Marakka-
nam stretch of ECR, and
while saplings were plan-
ted in Cuddalore, they wit-
hered away due to poor ma-
intenance. Without acco-
untability, these efforts
risk becoming mere toke-
nistic gestures.”



Soon, trilingual Thirukkural
editions in 10 languages

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Thirukkural, one
of the most widely transla-
ted Tamil books, will soon
be published as a trilingual
edition in 10 new languages
including Maori, Scottish
and Albanian. The Tamil
Nadu Textbook and Educa-
tional Services Corporation
(TNTESC) is planning to
publish the trilingual books
in Tamil, English, and a
third language next vear.

“We are planning to pro-
vide the English translation
of Thomas Hitoshi Pruiks-
ma’s Thirukkural to publis-
hers interested in publis-
hing the Thirukkural in
their languages,” said T
Sankara Saravanan, joint
director (translations),
TNTESC. Thirukkural has
already been translated into
more than 70 languages
worldwide.

“We will offer grants for

TNTESC will also
identify publishers and
translators for
translating Tamil epics
Silappadikaram and
Manimekalai at the
Chennai Book Fair

translating Thirukkural in-
to new languages. Grants
will be given to languages
even if they are spoken by
fewer than five lakh peo-
ple,” he added. Pruiksma'’s
recent translation in Ame-
rican English is attracting
publishers, youth and child-
renfrommany countires, he
said.

TNTESC will also identi-
fy publishers and transla-
tors for translating Tamil
epics Silappadikaram and
Manimekalai at the Chen-
nailnternational Book Fair
2025.

Due to participation in
international book fairs in-

Source: The Times of India, 25 November 2024, p.3

cluding Frankfurt in Ger-
many and Sharjah, the
Chennai International Bo-
ok Fair 2025 has attracted
225 applications from aut-
hors, translators, and litera-
ry agents in 80 countries.
“The govt is scrutinising
applications to select repre-
sentatives from 50 countri-
es. Thisyear, we will havere-
presentation from all the
continents in CIBE,” Sanka-
ra Saravanan added. CIBF
2025 will also provide a plat-
form for local publishers to
introduce their work to in-
ternational publishers.

The fair will also feature
sessions on self-publishing,
book trade, the future of bo-
ok publishing, and child-
ren's literature, among
others. The textbook corpo-
ration is also planning tore-
lease 150 translated works
from other languages into
Tamil and from Tamil into
other languages ahead of
the international book fair.
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Eastern Ghats dists
to get green uplift

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state govt is
expanding its special area
development programme
(SADP) to include 33 blocks
in 11 districts, including Kal-
varayan hills in Kallakuri-
chi, within the Eastern
Ghats, starting thisfiscal ye-
ar 2024-25. This expansion
aimstoreplicate the success
of the programme in the
Western Ghats by promo-
ting holistic development
and biodiversity conserva-
tion in these ecologically
sensitive areas, particularly
benefitting tribal popula-
tion in the buffer zones near
forests.

82 blocks across 14 dis-
tricts in the eastern ghats
were initially considered for
inclusion. Following techni-
cal and scientific assess-
ments conducted by Anna
universityand the Tamil Na-
du e-governance agency, 33
blocks 400 meters above sea
level were selected. The

blocks fall in Dharmapuri,
Krishnagiri, Kallakurichi,
Namakkal, Dindigul, Erode,
Salem, Tirupathur, Tiru-
vannamalai, Trichy, and Vel-
lore. “Most of theareasiden-
tified inthe eastern ghatsfor
the SADP are backward and
socio-economic develop-
mentisgiven priority,” an of-
ficial said.

Since 2015, the SADP has
been operational in 11 wes-
ternghatsdistricts with afo-
cusonhill areas and regions
susceptible to left-wing ex-
tremism. This was in the wa-
ke of the discontinuance of
the centrally sponsored hill
area development program-
me and western ghats deve-
lopment programme. Fun-
ded entirely by the state, the
SADP emphasises sustai-

nable development, biodi-

versity preservation, and
eco-friendly initiatives.

The programme prioriti-
ses soil, water, forest conser-
vation, sustainable liveliho-
od development, and protec-
tion of the environment.

Source: The Times of India, 23 November 2024, p.8

Vizhuthugal: A

new horizon for
differently abled

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: S Saraswati, aresi-
dent of Kannagi Nagar, once
secured her wheelchair-bo-
und son to herself with her
shawl and travelled on a two-
wheeler to Muttukadu for
physiotherapy sessions as
nearby facilities, including
one in Thiruvanmiyur, were
shut. On Friday, chief mini-
ster M K Stalin and healthmi-
nister Ma Subramanian in-
augurated Vizhuthugal, a re-
habilitation centre set up by
the department for the welfa-
re of differently abled per-
sons at a cost of ¥3.08 crore.
Now, such trips are no longer
necessary for Saraswati.

The centre provides spe-
cialised services, including
special education, physiot-
herapy, occupational thera-
pv,audiology, speech therapy,
optometry, and psychologi-
cal counselling, all under one
roof. The facility, empanelled
under the Chief Minister’s

Comprehensive Health Insu-
rance Scheme, adheres to the
Union govt’s 2021 Harmoni-
sed Guidelines for building
design. It has surveillance
cameras, panic buzzers in
restrooms, and IoT technolo-
gy developed locally to ensu-
re real-time emergency de-
tection and immediate assi-
stance.

During the inauguration,
chief minister interacted
with beneficiaries and their
families. The centre serves
residents of Perungudi and
Sholinganallur zones within
GCC. From Dec 3, mobile the-
rapy services will extend the
facility’s reach to house-
holds.

A 2023-24 field survey
identified eligible residents
who are now scheduled for
therapy sessions. “Anyone
seeking access can contact
community rehabilitation
workers,” said R Sujatha,
chief operating officer of the
Tamil Nadu Rights Project.

Source: The Times of India, 26 November 2024, p.2
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12th century Chola
era pillar found

Padmini.Sivarajah
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A 12th-century
Chola-era stone pillar with
inscriptions, specifying land
donations to a local temple,
was found in Palur on the
banksof the Gadilamriver in
Cuddaloredistrict.

Archaeologist V Naraya-
namoorthy, who inspected
the stone pillar, said it was cy-
lindrical, etched in the year
1125 AD, with a 30-line in-
scription. It pertains to the
fifth year of the reign of Cho-
laking Vikrama Chola.

The inscription details
land donations made to the
Shiva temple in Palur by peo-
ple of the village, with tax ex-
emption. Palur is referred
'Chola Kerala Nallur' in the
inscription, and the deity in
the temple isknownas Thiru-
vahatheewaramudaiyva Ma-
hathevar. The parcels of land
belonging to Kannichaipak-
kamudaivan Arayan and
Chola Marthanda Mooven-
tha Velan were purchased by
the villagers and donated to
the temple.

He said the donated land
parcels were measured using
aCholameasurementsystem
known as 'Pathinaalu Adi-
kol', a system prevailed du-
ring Vikrama Chola’s reign.

MEASURING DEVOTlN

L

Theamount fortheland is
defined by the Chola era co-
ins known as 'Andrada Nat-
kaasu'. He said the extent of
land donated then, as per the
inscription, would measure
about 1,200 acres now.

At the bottom of the pillar
Arumbakilan, Keelmanthu-
rudaivan, Kannatharaivan,
and Athibattaril Aaludaiyar
arenamed as witnesses to the
donations made to the temp-
le.

Narayanamoorthy said
land measurement scales
such as Ulagalanthakol, Sri-
pathakol, Kadigaikol, and
Maaligaikol, ranged from 16
to 24 feet and usually it was
measured by the size of the
king’sfoot or hisarm’slength
from the tip of the fingers to
the elbow. known as'mulam’.

Source: The Times of India, 20 November 2024, p.5

TN to develop greenfield
port in Cuddalore district

‘Will Reduce
Transportation
Cost Of Cotton’

Yogesh.Kabirdoss
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu mari-
time board is planning to de-
velop a new port at Cudda-
lore. The greenfield port
would be established near
the old port with an initial in-
vestment of 21,500 crore to
¥2,000 crore.

It is the second port that
the state's maritime board is
setting up, more than 10
years after developing the
minor port at Kattupalli,
about 30km north of Chen-
nai.The proposed port in
Cuddalore will have acapaci-

Over 200 officers
attend safety in
workplace workshop

Times News NETwWORK

Chennai: More than 200 safety officers and
representatives from 150 industries in Kan-
cheepuram, Chengalpet and Tiruvallur on
Thursday attended ‘safety in work at height’
workshop organised by the directorate of in-
dustrial safety and health.

“Both management and workers should
be aware of safety norms at the workplace to
prevent accidents,” said labour welfare and
skill development minister C V Ganesan.

Accordingtosecretary KV Veera Raghava
Rao, negligence of workplace norms for safe-
ty can lead to oversight. “Organisational
leaders should encourage regular reviews of
safety measures and norms,” he said. Direc-
tor of industrial safety and health S Ananth
urged participants to address even minor
risks. A handbook was released at the event,
which featured presentations on legal safety
provisions and best practices.

Source: The Times of India, 23 November 2024, p.3

NEW PORT OF CALL

> The new port will have a
capacity to handle 13.5 million
tonnes of cargo per annum
initially and scaled up to 40
million tonnes in the future

» It will be linked with the new
ECR and have a rail

connectivity [ﬂIII
from Cuddalore

Port Junction

> It will have ==

capacity to berth 25 vessels
with a seafront length of 3.6
kilometres

ty to handle 13.5 million
tonnes of cargo per annum
initially and scaled up to 40
million tonnes later. It will
handle international cargo
traffic and coastal shipping.

While 10 berths would be
developed in the first phase,
the number of berths would
be increased to 25 with the
seafront covering a distance
of 3.6km.

It entails an investment
of an additional 22,000 crore.
The green field port will be
developed under the PPP

model, sources with the TN
maritime board said.
“Cuddalore hasademand
and potential for a new port
because of its strategic cen-
tral location. It will also help
industrial growth in the re-
gionattractingnew industri-
es. Moreover, the port will
come in handy for coastal
shipping to move goods such
as cotton bales required for
TN's textile sector from Guj-
aratand Maharashtrareduc-
ing the transportation cost
when compared with mov-

ing by road,” M Vallalar, vice
chairman and CEO, TN mar-
itime board told TOL

Annually, the state re-
quires 120 lakh bales of cot-
ton (each bale weighing
170kg).

The development comes
in the wake of plans to devel-
op the existing (old) port at
Cuddalore did not take off.

Following this, the pro-
posal is split with a focus on
establishing a new port. It
will come up two km away
from the old port in an area
of 1,200 acres.

The Tamil Nadu infras-
tructure development board
will float tenders inviting
bids for developing the new
port in the next two months,
sources added. It would take
five years to develop the new
port after finalising the suc-
cessful bidder.
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Source: The Times of India,

22 November 2024, p.5



Gudiyam rock shelters near
city top trekkmg spot in TN

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Gudivam rock
shelters in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, among the 41 locations
in the state identified for a
trekking programme by the
forest department, have recei-
ved the maximum number of
visitors within a fortnight of
thelaunchof the programme.

Vismiju Viswanathan, he-
ad of the Wilderness Experi-
ence Corporation which is
implementing the program-
me, said the site is just 75km
from Chennai. “Its proximity
to the city may be a reasons
for its popularity.”

The state forest depart-
ment identified 16 such rock
shelters, and two have been
opened for tourists. “This is
an important heritage/stone
age site attracting nature lo-
vers as well as those keen on
archaeology.”

Tiruvallur district forest
officer V Subbiah said those
goingthetrek route, which in-
cludes a watchtower, two rest

e
Wit

sheds, and an arch, are provi-
ded with water bottles and a
snack.

“The trek is about 8.5 km
from the starting point to the
rock shelters and back to the
entrance. Nov, Dec, and Jan
are ideal for a visit.”

Vismiju Viswanathan sa-
id treks are currently organi-
sedon Fridays, Saturdaysand

Source: The Times of India, 15 November 2024, p.4
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PDPUI.AR SPOT: The state forest department identified 16 such rock
shelters, and two have been opened for tourists

Sundays. Dependingon incre-
ase in patronage, the corpora-
tion will organise trips on
other days, he said.

The other favourite tou-
ristlocationsare Baraliyar fo-
rests in Coimbatore, Sanyasi-
malai peak in Salem, Shenba-
gadevi falls in Kutralam, and
Long Wood Shola in the Nilgi-
ris, headded.
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Orientation launched as Tasmac
prepares staff for digital shift

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: An orientation
programme has been laun-
ched the Tamil Nadu State
Marketing Corporation Ltd
(Tasmac)totrainsalesstaff
onusing the new digital bil-
ling system.This isto incre-
asetransparency and effici-
ency in liguor sales across
the state.

As part of an end-to-end
computerisation initiative,
Tasmac will equip all 4,800
outlets with scanners, prin-
ters, and real-time invento-
ry managementsystems.

In Chennai region, digi-
tal operations are expected
to roll out this week in Kan-
cheepuram North and South
districts. Workers in these
shops have been trained to
use scanners and printers to
receive inventory from de-
pots, return damaged bott-
les, manage retail sales,
check stock availability, and
raise indents todepots.

Depot personnel have al-
so received training on
handling liquor dispatched
fromvariousbottlingunits,

HOW IT WORKS

» Each shop will be given two
to five sets of scanners and
printers. The scanner is linked
to the printer via Bluetooth

» The scanners have a SIM
card. It can also scan liquor
bottles offline in case of
network failure, and sales data
can be synced to the central
server later

» Scanners will not work a few
metres away from the retail
shop. This is to prevent illicit sale
of liquor away from the shops

DEMO: Workers were
shown how to use the
scanners and printers

with a standard operating
procedure introduced for
all shops across the state.
“The orientation program-
me began on Saturday and
will continue on Monday,”
Tasmac sources said. Re-
presentatives from RailTel,
who developed the softwa-
re, are leading the orienta-
tion and addressing wor-
kers’ queries.

Salesmen have been in-
structed to scan each carton
of liguor received from the
depot, with damaged bottles

Source: The Times of India, 11 November 2024, p.3

marked for replacement. Sa-
lesmen were briefed on cash,
UPI, and card payment op-
tions; however, only cash pa-
yments are currently enab-
led, with UPI integration
planned in the future.

Some salesmen remain
apprehensive about the sy-
stem’s performance, espe-
cially during peak hours.
“We’ll evaluate and raise
concerns after using the sy-
stem for a week,"” said a re-
presentative of Tasmac re-
tail shop workers.
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HI  Industrial

Salem and Vizag :

In addition to slowing down the Saléem
Plant schedule implied in restricting its
allocation for this year to Ra. 3} crorces
A See laat issus, Vol IV page 5956), the Union
Governmeot announced in September that
the steel plant at Vishakhapatinam is to be
-comstricted over the next 15 years and not
even within the overly long 7 year erizinal
time schedule. 'Whnat the plan for Vijaya-
magar is, remains to be seen but it is clear
that both technical and palitical forces are
- leading to a downgrgding of the 3 Southern
plants, Technically the resources are
not available in view of the commitments
to expand Bhilai and Bokaro and the
modernisation of TISCO and [[SCO:
Politically, the South’s pull is weak in the
location of major umnits.

Neyveli:

Another curious development was the
. September announcement of the Union
Planning Commssion and the Union

Minitry of Finance that the com of the -

approved expansion of the production
from the existing mine from an annual
production nf 3.5 million tonnes to 6.5
million tonnes was oot Ra. 36 crores (See
Vol 1L page 370) which had been sliotted
but Rs. &1 crores. On enguiry by the

Ministry of Mines, the Planning Commis-

sion stated that the revised figure was
based on the increaved cost of Went
Gérman equipment. It was fouod that
there was no basis for making calculations
on the imported equipment costs as the
international tenders were yet to be opened
and additionally there had been an error
in the calculation of Deutsch marks to
rupees.  This figure floating is inadmissible
in regard toa major power project of tlu
Country, The Stare government is pro.
ceeding with arrangements for Larsen and

Development

Toubro and itz foreign collaborators (b

manufacture the mining machinery reguir-

ed by MNeyveli's expansion and the second

mine cut. The position with regard to the

gecond mipe cut with an annual capacity .
of 7 million tonnes costing ERs. 107.B5

crores and the related 1,000 MW power

gtation costing Ra, 200 crores is not clear.

The Chief of the project appraisal division

of the Union Planning Commission visited

Meyveli in September to study the two

projects, It was explained to him that

if approved now by the commission and

eleared by PIB and Union Cabinet, the

detailed project report and lay out plans

could be readied by March 1975, when

equipment could be ordered and the first
syitem of equipment erected by 1977,

lignite production start in January 1978
and the power station phased to synch-
ronise with the production of the second
mine. A decision on these two projects is
expected in October.

Hindustan Photo Films :

The performance of Hindestan Photo
Films for 197374 is somewhat encourag-
ing. [ts annmcal report records a smaller
loss, loss by Ra. 24 lakbs over the previous
year and in the last quarger the loss was
R Blakhs. Its production was Rs. 7.57
crores and sales 7.83 crores, adding upto
an aggregate of Rs, 1.7} crores since its
establishment. Its repayment on past
borrowings is heavy and makes for the loss
statement. There is need for early
approval of its expansion progiammes and
resructuring its capital strocture and debt
equity ratio. Tt technological and menas
gerial capabilities show signs of improves
ment.






