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EDITORIAL—-SOME HIGHLIGHTS
I. General Economic Scene

“State :

Prices and distributive network :  The
continuing rise in the prices of essenmiial
goods in the State since July reported
in the last three issues of the Bulletin
-(pages 527, 579 and 618) was arrested and
Qetober saw a sharp decline in the price of
riee and the stay of the increase in the
prices of edible oil, pulses, chillies, ta-
marind ete. In the rice producing centres
like Thanjavur district There was a 40-50
per cent price fall from Ra, 110 per bag of
57 kg. to Rs. 60-62. Retail prices also
fell but with & uume lag registering a 20-30
per cent decline from Rs. 4.20 per kg.
to Rs. 3.60. Also in the ecity centres,
prices declined but mot so sharply as
supplies had yet 10 be moved in from the

producing centres—from Rs, 3,50 to
Rs. 2.50 per kg. In the case of other

-essential poods such as edible oils, chillies,

pulses ste., wholesale prices registered
declines along with a fall in demand at
the retail level due to past high pricet and
restricted money supply. Pulses sold at
Rs, 3-4.50 per kg. groundout oil at
Rs. B.20 per kg. with similat levels for

-ghillies, tamarind etc. The steep fall in

groundout oil prices led the government
to remove all restrictions on the movement

-of groundaut oil and kernels in October
{see Vol. IV page 547). The genersl fall in

prices from Oectober was due to a variety
of causes: (a) the general restriction in
‘moeney supply and the start of consumer
resistance to the high prices was beginning
to take effect: (b) the Kuruvai harvest as

(...continued on back cover inside)



Economy

Tamil Nadu’s GSDP saw 14% growth in 2022-2023: CAG

The State’s per capita GSDP was nearly 56% higher than the national average. Tamil Nadu's GSDP growth in 202223 at current prices was 14.16%, as against India’s growth

rate of 16.06%. Continuous mismatch between receipts and expenditure indicates rising fiscal stress, says Comptroller and Auditor General's report on State finances

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

amil Nadu’s Gross
T State Domestic Pro-
duct (GSDP) for

2022-2023 grew 14% when
compared to the previous
year, driven primarily by
the industry and services
sectors, P. Jaisankar, Prin-
cipal Accountant General
(Audit -I), Tamil Nadu, said
on Tuesday.

“The per capita GSDP of
the State was nearly 56%
higher than the national
average,” he said, while
making a presentation on
the CAG’s audit report on
‘State Finances - Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu 2022
2023

According to the details
provided in the report, the
growth rate of the State’s
GSDP in 202223 at current
prices was 14.16%, as
against India’s growth rate
0f16.06%. During the post-
COVID-19 period, that is

2021-22, there was a signifi-
cant boost in GSDP
growth, which stood at
15.84%. During the current
year, though the growth
rate was 14.16%, which was
less than the previous year,
it was, however, signifi-
cantly higher when com-

pared to 2018-19.
The GSDP in 2022-23 at
current prices ‘was

¥23,64,514 crore, and the
GDP in 2022-23 at current
prices was 32,72,40,712
crore. Further, the per cap-
ita GSDP of Tamil Nadu for
202223 was %3,08,020,
while that of the country
was 31,96,983.

The CAG report pointed
out that the continuous
mismatch between re-
ceipts and expenditure in-
dicates rising fiscal stress.
The State has various
sources of receipts such as
the States’ Own Tax Reve-
nue, non-tax revenue, de-
volution of the States’
share in taxes, grants-in-

AG’s Audit Reports
f Government of Tamil

P. Jaisankar (centre), Principal Accountant General (Audit -1)

aid and transfers from the
Union government, and
non-debt capital receipts.
The State government’s ex-
penditure includes expen-
diture on revenue ac-
counts as well as capital
expenditure (asset crea-
tion, loans and advances,
investments, etc.)

From 2018-19 to 2022-

Source: The Hindu, 11 December 2024, p.6

(TN

23, revenue receipts grew
from %1,73,741 crore to
32,43,749 crore, with an av-
erage annual growth rate
of 11.13%. Capital receipts
increased from 354,850
crore to 1,02,182 crore
during this period.

The share of grants-in-
aid in revenue receipts
rose marginally from

n-a

, Tamil Nadu, releasing t|"|ECAG report.

13.45% in 2018-19 to 15.48%
in 2022-23. The State go-
vernment received 315,270
crore as Central share for
the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSSs) that year.
Within non-committed
expenditure, there was an
increasing trend of subsi-
dies, which rose from
318,922 crore in 2018-19 to

329,559 crore in 2022-23
i.e., from 9.60% of the total
revenue expenditure in
2018-19 to 10.56% in 2022-
23. Apart from this, the
State government spent
T438.87 crore on implicit
subsidies. “Market borrow-
ings continued to be the
major chunk of liabilities.
From previous year, the
outstanding debt grew by
14%. However, Fiscal and
Domar Analysis revealed
that the debt is sustaina-
ble,” Mr. Jaisankar said.

Annual accounts

The CAG also found that
the annual accounts of 219
substantially financed au-
tonomous bodies, due up
to 2022-23, were not sub-
mitted by the heads of the
departments concerned.
The pendency was more
than five years in 25 cases.
The major defaulters were
educational institutions re-
ceiving government grants
for salaries, maintenance,

etc. There were 393 cases
of misappropriation and
losses amounting to 30.81
crore by the end of 2022-
23, on which final action is
pending. Of these, in 24
cases pertaining to the
Commissioner of Treasury
and Accounts, departmen-
tal action was pending for
more than 20 years. All of
them relate to misappro-
priation of government
money on military pen-
sion, DCRG, fake bills, ECS
return amount, etc.

Despite the codal provi-
sions warranting that all
cases of defalcations or
loss of public money,
stores or other movable or
immovable property
should be communicated
by the HoD to the Accoun-
tant General, the office of
the Commissioner of Trea-
sury and Accounts had not
reported the above cases
to the Accountant General,
indicating the failure of the
department.

T.Ns gross borrowing was 350,000 cr. in first half of 2024-25

Sanjay Vijayakumar

CHENNAI

bonds known as State De-
velopment Loans (SDLs) to

%1,23,970.01 crore for the
period. This is

about

share in central taxes and
grants-in-aid from the Un-

justing for repayments, Ta-
mil Nadu’s net borrowing

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s gross market bor-
rowing stood at 350,000
crore in the first half of fis-
cal 2024-2025, according
to data from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI).

States including Tamil
Nadu borrow from the
market through issue of

meet their funding require-
ments.

Maharashtra was the
top borrowing State in the
first half of fiscal 2024-
2025, with a gross borrow-
ing of ¥64,000 crore, fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh

at 344,000 crore.
Tamil Nadu’s total reve-
nue receipts stood at

Source: The Hindu, 2 December 2024, p.3
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41.46% of the State’s bud-
get estimates for 2024-25,
as per the provisional fi-
gures from the Comptroll-
er and Auditor-General.
The State’s Own Tax Re-
venue accounts for 75.6%
of Tamil Nadu’s total reve-
nue receipts. The balance
24.4% of the revenue re-
ceipts comes from the

ion government.

Tamil Nadu’s revenue
deficit, which indicates
that expenditure exceeds
receipts, was 328,717.51
crore in the first half of
2024-25, while the fiscal
deficit — the difference bet-
ween total receipts and to-
tal expenditure — stood at
%53,934.32 crore. After ad-
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stood at 334,625 crore in
the first half of 2024-25.

As per the State Budget
for 2024-2025, Tamil Nadu
plans to borrow
%1,55,584.48 crore during
2024-25 and make a repay-
ment of ¥49,638.82 crore.
As aresult, the outstanding
debt as on March 31, 2025
will be ¥8,33,361.80 crore.



Capital expenditure of
T.N. decreased by 8.4%
in first half of 2024-25

Sanjay Vijavakumar
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s capital ex-
penditure declined about
8.4% to %16,283.84 crore in
the first half of fiscal 2024-
25, from %17,773.80 crore in
first half of fiscal 2023-24,
as per provisional figures
from the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
(CAG). Capital expenditure
refers to expenditure to-
wards creation of fixed as-
sets such as roads and
bridges, irrigation struc-
tures, schools, and hospi-
tals, along with invest-
ments made in public
sector undertakings.

For 2024-25, the State
has estimated a total capi-
tal expenditure of 347,681
crore, a growth of 12.11%
over the Revised Estimates
of 342,532 crore in 2023-
24. On aggregate, for the
top 20 States’ capital ex-
penditure declined 9.8% in
the first half of 2024-25.
Election-related  restric-
tions/ uncertainties
weighed upon the public
capex in the first half of the
current fiscal, credit rat-
ings firm CareEdge Ratings
said. The contraction in
Capital expenditure was

particularly sharp in And-
hra Pradesh (-72% Y-o-Y),
Telangana (-56%), Haryana
(-38%), Uttarakhand
(-35%), and Uttar Pradesh
(-16%). However, a few
states such as Punjab, Kar-
nataka, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan, reported dou-
ble-digit growth in capital
expenditure in the first half
of 2024-25, it added.

Citing CAG numbers for
22 States, the Reserve Bank
of India’s report titled
‘State Finances: A Study of
Budgets of 2024-25 said
the States capital expendi-
ture declined in April-Oc-
tober 2024-25, possibly re-
flecting the impact of the
model code of conduct im-
plemented during the gen-
eral election. Capital ex-
penditure, however,
showed signs of recovery
in October 2024, it said.

So far in fiscal 2024-25
(till November), the States’
capital expenditure stood
at ¥22,541.54 crore, which
is 47.26% of the budgeted
estimates, as per CAG. It is
crucial to closely monitor
the actual capex by states,
as they have historically
struggled to fully utilise
their budgeted capex allo-
cations, CareEdge said.

Source: The Hindu, 24 December 2024, p.6

State govt. presents
first supplementary
estimates for 33,531 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment presented the first
supplementary estimates
for 3,531 crore for 2024-25
in the Assembly on Mon-
day. Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu also
tabled a statement explain-
ing the demands for sup-
plementary grants.

The Minister said the go-
vernment had sanctioned
71,634.86 crore as an addi-
tional loss funding grant to
the Tamil Nadu Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Li-
mited. This was as per the
guidelines for Additional
Borrowing Space of 0.50%
of GSDP linked to perfor-
mance in the power sector
formulated by the Union
government.

While ¥1,500 crore was
included in the supple-
mentary estimates under
the Energy Department’s
demands, the balance
would be met by re-appro-
priation from savings with-
in the grant, he said. The
State government has sanc-
tioned ¥372.06 crore to the
Tamil Nadu Transport De-
velopment Finance Corpo-

Thangam Thennarasu

ration Limited to settle the
terminal benefits due to re-
tired and voluntarily re-
tired employees of state
transport  undertakings,
the Minister said.

The Tamil Nadu Contin-
gency Fund Act, 1954 has
been amended and the
contingency fund en-
hanced from 150 crore to
500 crore, he said, and
added that ¥350 crore was
included in the supple-
mentary estimates in this
regard.

The government has al-
so sanctioned I70 crore to
the Tamil Nadu Co-opera-
tive Milk Producers’ Feder-
ation Limited as a grant for
providing an incentive to
milk producers.

Source: The Hindu, 10 December 2024, p.6
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TN govt should mobilise resources to minimise borrowings: CAG

SRS
Our Bureau
Chennai

Tamil Nadu government
should mobilise resources to
minimise dependence on
borrowings.

The committed expendit-
ure such as salaries, pension
and interest payments,
which are on an increasing
trend, require utmost atten-
tion of the State Govern-
ment, according to the State
Finances Audit Report of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India for the year
ended March 2023 submit-
ted in the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly on Tuesday.

The outstanding debt
grew by 13.25 per cent over
the previous year to I7.54
lakh crore in 2022-23, ac-
cording to the budget
estimates.

Considering the growth
rate of capital expenditure
by 6.81 per cent, compared

with 11.92 per cent in the
previous year. The high fiscal
deficit is indicative that the
borrowing during the year
was utilised for financing the
revenue expenditure. To the
extent of reduced capital
formation, debt acts as a
‘burden’ on future genera-

'tions, the report said.

The debt/GSDP ratio
(28.64 per cent) was within
the target of 29.30 per cent
as per MTFP (Medium Term
Fiscal Policy) and if the out-
standing off-Budget borrow-
ing of ¥2,298 crore is in-
cluded to the total
outstanding liabilities, the
ratio of total outstanding
debt to GSDP would in-
crease to 28.73 per cent.

OWN TAX REVENUE

The annual growth rate of
own tax revenue during
2022-23 was 22.27 per cent.
Own tax revenue as a per-
centage of GSDP of the State

Source: Businessline, 11 December 2024, p.9

70% of MoUs signed at the
GIM this year will turn into
investments, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
SALEM

Minister for Industries
T.R.B. Rajaa on Saturday
said that 70% of the mem-
oranda of understanding
(MoUs) signed at the Glo-
bal Investors’ Meet (GIM)
held in the State in January
this year would turn into
investments.

Addressing reporters,
after participating in the
DMK IT wing’s zonal meet-
ing in Krishnagiri district,
he said that meetings were
regularly held to discuss
the conversion rate of the
MoUs signed at the GIM.
The Chief Minister had al-
so constituted a commit-
tee, comprising the Chief

The outstanding
debt grew by
13.25% over the
previous year to
X7.54 lakh crore in
2022-23, according
to the Budget
Estimates

during 2022-23 was 6.35.
The non-tax revenue of the
State increased by 34,944
crore (40.80 per cent) in
2022-23 over the previous
year.

During the year, State’s
own tax revenue receipts fell
short of the budget projec-
tions but exceeded the target
fixed under The 15th Fin-
ance Commission while
non-tax revenue receipts fell
short of the target fixed un-
der but exceeded the Budget
projections.

%

Minister T.R.B. Rajaa speaking at the DMK IT wing’s zonal meeting in
Krishnagiri district on Saturday. N. BASHKARAN

Secretary and others.

The committee had
held discussions three
times. Another meeting
would be held in two or
three weeks, he added.

“There are high chanc-
es that 70% of the MoUs
will turn into investments.
Moreover, the MoUs
signed during the Chief Mi-
nister’s visit to the U.S.
would see a 100% conver-
sion rate [into invest-
ments]. As part of the MoU
signed with Google during
the visit, 20 lakh youth
would be trained in artifi-
cial intelligence. The train-

ing started on Friday. As
for the restart of produc-
tion of Ford in Chennai,
the company will provide
details next month...,” Mr.
Rajaa added.

The Minister also de-
nied the AIADMK’s allega-
tion that no industry was
started in Krishnagiri in
the last four years.

“Many industries were
started in the district. The
Krishnagiri district, espe-
cially Hosur, witnessed a
big industrial develop-
ment under the DMK re-
gime. It will witness furth-
er development...,” he

added. The DMK IT wing’s
zonal meetings are being
held on the instructions of
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
and Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin.

On Thursday, the IT
wing’sTiruchi and Thanja-
vur zonal meetings were
conducted. The members
were instructed to work
hard for the party’s victory
in the 2026 Assembly elec-
tion, Mr. Rajaa said.

Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies R. Sakkara-
pani and DMK functionar-
ies participated in the
meeting.

On the financial perform-
ance of Public Sector Under-
takings (PSUs), the State
government may consider
setting up an expert commit-
tee to identify and fix the op-
erational inefficiencies and
prepare a time-bound action
plan for revival of the loss
making PSUs, the report
said.

BUSINESS MODEL

The State government
should analyse the business
models of the loss making
PSUs in order to address the
root cause of the losses and
further consider the sustain-
ability of these business
models employed as they are
a drain on the public
exchequer.

State Government may
ensure timely submission of
Financial Statements of
PSUs, as in the absence of fi-
nalisation of accounts, Gov-
ernment investments in

Source: The Hindu, 15 December 2024, p.6
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such PSUs remain outside
the oversight of the State
Legislature.

As on March 31, 2023,
there were 102 PSUs includ-
ing one Statutory Corpora-
tion.

Of these PSUs, two were
inactive. Out of the total
profit of ¥2,560 crore earned
by PSUs, 63.81 per cent was
contributed by only three
PSUs. Out of total loss of
¥16,047.99 crore incurred by
35 PSUs, three in the power
sector and eight in transport
accounted for 15,926 crore.

Analysis revealed that 39
PSUs had an aggregate accu-
mulated losses of ¥2,26,542
crore and of these 39 PSUs,
the net worth of 23 PSUs had
been completely eroded by
accumulated losses and their
net worth was negative.

The net worth of these 23
PSUs was (-)%1,93,133 crore
against equity investment of
33,263 crore.

y



State’s outstanding liabilities from open market
borrowings were 6 lakh crore as on March 31, 2024

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s outstanding
liabilities from open mar-
ket borrowings stood at
16,00,993 crore as on
March 31, 2024, according
to the Handbook of Statis-
tics on Indian States 2023-
24 released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI).
According to the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
of India (CAG), total liabili-
ties of the State govern-
ment typically constituted
internal debt of the State
(market loans, ways and
means advances from the
RBI, special securities is-

According to the CAG, total liabilities of the State govt. typically
constituted internal debt of the State and loans and advances from
the Central government and Public Account Liabilities. GETTY IMAGES

sued to National Small Sav-
ings Fund and loans from
financial institutions,
among others), and loans
and advances from the
Central government and
Public Account Liabilities.

Including the UDAY
bonds, loans from banks
and financial institutions,
and the Centre, among

others, the State’s overall
outstanding liabilities
stood at 8,34,544 crore at
the end of March 31, 2024,
the RBI data reveal. As of
March 31, 2023, the overall
outstanding liabilities for
Tamil Nadu was 37,41,498
crore.

To meet their funding
requirements, States, in-

cluding Tamil Nadu, bor-
row from the open market
through issue of bonds
called the State Develop-
ment Loans. The auction
for the bonds are held by
the RBI. The State Financ-
es Audit Report of the CAG
for the year that ended in
March 2023, tabled in the
recently concluded As-

Source: The Hindu, 16 December 2024, p.4

CAG flags TN’s ‘rising fiscal distress’

Continuous Mismatch Between TN’s Receipts & Expenditure in 2023; Wasteful Expenditure Should Be Pruned: CAG

Times News NETWORK

he continuous mismatch between receipts

and expenditure indicates rising fiscal

stress, the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) has said.

The audit report on state finances for the year end-
ing March 2023, which was tabled in the state legisla-
tive assembly on Tuesday, said TN’s revenue deficit
rose to 236,215 crore in 2022-23 from 323,459 crore dur-
ing 2018-19. It had decreased from 46,538 crore in
2021-22 to 36,215 crore in 2022-23, which is largely
attributed to an increase in revenue receipts by 17%.

According to the report, the state govt spent 239,530
crore only on the capital account. This was 12.1% of
the total expenditure in 2022-23. Capital expenditure
was 39% of the total borrowings. Thus, the borrowed
funds were being used mainly for meeting current
consumption and repayment of borrowings instead
of capital creation/development activities, it added.

While the fiscal deficit of the state rose to 81,886
crore (3.46% of GSDP) in 2022-23 from 47,335 crore
(2.9% of GSDP) in 2018-19, the outstanding liability
to GSDP was 28.64% against a limit of 29.3%.

Except for revenue deficit, all other targets set
under Tamil Nadu Fiscal Responsibility
Act (TNFR Act) have been achieved, the %
report said. '

Briefing journalists in Chennai,
principal accountant general (Audit I)

Tamil Nadu D Jaisankar said the state

govt has to do alot in prioritizing and re-

ducing the expenditure. “Expenditures that

are wasteful and unnecessary must be pruned such
that the revenue expenditure is kept under control
and the revenue deficit is brought down. It cannot be
done overnight, which has to be planned, maybe for
the next three to five years,” he said. They should plan
it in such a way that the revenue deficit is brought to
zero, he added.

During 2022-23, the large unspent provisions that
are more than 1,000 crore were in Adi Dravidar and
tribal welfare, housing and urban development, mu-
nicipal administration and water supply department,
and rural development and panchayat raj depart-

ments, the report said. “It is an unspent provision,”
Jaisankar said.

Pic: L R Shankar

Accountants’ Genera ( Audit -1 & 11

STATUS REPORT: (Left to right) Principal accountant general (audit I) TN, D
Jaisankar and principal accountant general (audit-11), TN and Puducherry, KP
Anand at a press conference about CAG findings for TN Chennai on Tuesday

Source: The Times of India, 11 December 2024, p. 2

According to the

State budget for
2024-25, the Tamil

Nadu government

plans to borrow a
total of ¥1,55,584.48

crore during
2024-25, and repay
149,638.82 crore

sembly session, included
the details of repayment of
principal and interest of
the outstanding market
loan in the next ten years
(2023-24 onwards).

Liability on interest
The State’s liability on ac-
count of interest would be
%28,263.67 crore, and the
liability towards principal
amount of market loan
would be %3,75,951.97
crore over the next 10
years (from 2023-24), the
report added.

According to the State
budget for 2024-25, the Ta-

mil Nadu government
plans to borrow a total of
%1,55,584.48 crore during
2024-25, and  repay
49,638.82 crore.

As a result, the out-
standing debt, as on March
31, 2025, will  be
%8,33,361.80 crore. This
constitutes 26.41% of the
Gross State Domestic Pro-
duct (GSDP) in 2024-25, it
further said.

Outstanding guarantees
The outstanding guaran-
tees of the State govern-
ment at the end of March
31, 2024, was 90,4515
crore as per the budget es-
timates, the RBI data said.

The total outstanding
guarantees of the State go-
vernment were 390,709.22
crore, as on 31 March 2023.
This constituted 43.72% of
the total revenue receipts
of 202122 (%2,07,492.40
crore), and 3.84% of the
GSDP (%23,64,514 crore at
current prices), the CAG
report said.



TN earned

Z10ker from

comm tax: Min

Times News NETWORK

Madurai: The state govt
has recorded a total reve-
nue of 12,200 crore through
the commercial taxes and
registration departments
in the current financial
yvear so far, said minister P
Moorthy, who handles the
departments.

Of this, 710,000 crore has
been collected from com-
mercial taxes and 2,200
crore from the registration
department, said the minis-
ter. He was addressing the
state general council meet-
ing of the State Employees’
Union of the registration
department at Alathur in
Madurai on Saturday. More
than 1,000 registration de-
partment employees took
part in the meeting.

The minister said the
two departments contrib-
ute 87% of Tamil Nadu's
revenue and outlined the
govt's efforts to boost it fur-
ther. Henoted thattheregis-
tration department has set
a target of collecting 24,000
crore in the next financial
vear (April 2025 to March
2026).

The minister said em-
ployees’ concerns such as
promotion delays would
soon be resolved.

Heannounced that38 as-
sistant registrar positions
would be filled by Jan and
other vacancies subse-
quently.

Source: The Times of India,
29 December 2024, p. 6
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‘Economic model of promoting a few
national champions hasn’t worked’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: India’s economic
model of promoting a few na-
tional champions has not wor-
ked as it has not been able to at-
tract private investments, for-
mer chief economic advisor to
govt of India, Arvind Subra-
manian, has said.

“The central govt cuts tax-
es, gives subsidies, and makes
lendingeasier to attract invest-
ments. Despite this, it isnot ab-
le to attract private invest-
ment. Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) is also coming
down,” he said at the second
convocation of Madras School
of Economics on Saturday
“It’s clear that some business
groups getalot of favoursfrom
the govt. They build telecom
networks, ports and solar
plants. It is a case of saying we
are going to place our betsona
few big players. This was the
strategy adopted by Korea 50

C Suresh Kumar

.

A N

Al \

ON THE DAIS: (from left) N R Bhanumurthy, MSE director, C Rang-
arajan, MSE chairman, and Arvind Subramanian, former chief econom-
ic advisor to Gol, at the convocation of Madras School of Economics

or60yearsago.”

The problem in the Indian
caseisthatbigbusiness houses
that are promoted don’t really
export or operate in interna-
tionally competitive markets,
he said. “They operate in do-
mestic markets. It's therefore

Source: The Times of India, 8 December 2024, p. 2

difficult to judge whether the
favours they are getting are le-
adingtoactual efficiency”
Promoting national cham-
pions is a double-edged sword,
he said. “Some of these cham-
pions came under internatio-
nal scrutiny. When that hap-
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pens, it creates a bad reputa-
tion for Indian business.”

In Tamil Nadu, he said, mi-
nimising the risks for inves-
tors is attracting more invest-
ments.

Labour-intensive manufac-
turing can be a solution for fas-
ter economic growth, he sug-
gested. “Foreign companies
that were producing labour-in-
tensive goods from China have
been moving away from the co-
untry in the last five years ...
This is our golden opportunity
to try and attract some of the
investments to India,” Arvind
Subramanian said.

C Rangarajan, former cha-
irman of the Economic Advi-
sory Council to the Prime Mi-
nister and chairman of Mad-
ras Schoolof Economics, stres-
sed the need for strategies for
overall development.

Asmany as 137 students re-
ceived their degrees and diplo-
mas during the convocation.



“Tech and reforms needed to
meet agri targets by 2047

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Low productivity,
resource degradation, high
production costs and climate
risks remain major hurdles
for Indian agriculture, said
Dr Himanshu Pathak, secre-
tary of the department of
agricultural research and
educationanddirector-gener-
al of the Indian council of
agricultural research. He em-
phasised the needto integrate
advanced technologies with
comprehensive reforms in
agricultural education to
achieve agricultural targets
for 2047 during his address at
the M S Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation on Mon-
day.

“Our goal is to increase
food grain production from
332 tonnes to 520 tonnes and
rice yield from 4.3 tonnes per
hectare to 6 tonnes per hec-
tare,” said Himanshu. For
this, we need sustainable and
climate-resilient practices,
such as carbon-neutral pest
management and improved
post-harvest technologies, to
reduce waste and improve ef-

We need sustainable
and climate-resilient
practices, such as
carbon-neutral pest
management and
improved post-harvest
technologies. Dr
Himanshu Pathak said

ficiency, he said. “We also
need to focus on automation,
artificial intelligence and
sensor-based systems, which
are critical to making farms
smarter and more efficient.
Innovation at pre-production,
production and post-produc-
tion stages will also trans-
form agriculture into a resil-
ient and productive sector,”
headded.

On the education front,
Himanshu noted significant
progress since 2017. The on-
time graduation rate for un-
dergraduate  programmes
rose from 77% to 96% in 2023,
the faculty research H-index
(metric used to evaluate the
productivity and impact of a
researcher’s published work)

Source: The Times of India, 18 December 2024, p. 4

increased from 21 to 31, and
placement rates grew from
41% to 66%. Industry-spon-
sored projects surged from 32
to 399, while the representa-
tion of female students nearly
doubled from 26% to 49%.
“Preparing the next genera-
tion of farmers, researchers,
and industry leaders is cru-
cial. We must ensure they are
equipped to navigate the chal-
lenges of modern agricul-
ture,” hesaid.

He further called on state
govts to form region-specific
policies that support profit-
able and sustainable food sys-
tems. “We should establish
platforms to support agri-
businesses, startups and in-
novators, which will drive
technology commercialisa-
tion and entrepreneurship,”
hesaid. Additionally, develop-
ing advanced agricultural in-
formation systems, such as
simulation tools, decision-
support systems for crop
planning, optimised input us-
age, and Aldriven early
warning systems, is essential
for enhancing productivity
andresilience, he added.

Agriculture

Digital crop certificate can be used to enrol for insurance

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has amended rules to
include the digital crop
certificate as one of the
documents required for
enrolment in the Prime Mi-
nister’'s crop insurance
scheme (Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana).

With the amendment,
either adangal issued by
the Village Administrative
Officer or the digital crop
certificate issued by the As-
sistant Agricultural Officer

empanelled

Easy access: An option has been made available in the GRAINS

al'y

portal to obtain the digital crop certificate. FILE PHOTO

or Assistant Horticultural
Officer can be produced
for enrolment.

The decision to include

Source: The Hindu, 2 December 2024, p.6

the digital crop certificate
as one of the required doc-
uments for enrolment was
taken after a meeting with

companies chaired by the
Agriculture Minister ear-
lier this month.

Collectors informed
Following the Tamil Nadu
government’s decision, the
Director of Agriculture is-
sued a communication to
District Collectors to in-
clude the digital crop cer-
tificate in the list of docu-
ments  required  for
enrolment in the Prime Mi-
nister’s crop insurance
scheme.

Accordingly, an option
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has been made available in
the GRAINS portal for ob-
taining the digital crop cer-
tificate.

The communication re-
quested the Collectors to
direct the Joint Directors of
Agriculture/Deputy Direc-
tors of Horticulture in this
regard.

The State government’s
decision to include Digital
Crop Certificate as one of
the documents required
for enrolment in crop insu-
rance scheme is expected
to bring down the work
load of VAOs.




Crops on 80,520 hectares
damaged during downpour
in Villupuram, says Minister

A detailed assessment of the damage is under way, and due compensation would be provided to

the affected farmers; Tangedco working to restore electricity supply in affected areas: Ponmudy

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

rops on 80,520 hec-

tares were damaged

during the heavy
rain that lashed Villupu-
ram district on November
30 and December 1, Forest
Minister K. Ponmudy said.

Addressing the media,
the Minister said that a de-
tailed assessment of the
damage was under way,
and suitable compensation
would be provided to the
affected farmers, as an-
nounced by Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin.

A compensation of
17,000 per hectare had
been announced with res-
pect to paddy, if the loss
was estimated to be more
than 33%, he said.

If the loss was more
than 33% for perennial
crops and trees, the com-
pensation  would be
322,500 per hectare. If it
was more than 33% for
rainfed crops, the com-
pensation would be 8,500
per hectare. For cattle
deaths, the compensation
would be ¥37,500. In the
case of sheep, it would be
%4,000, and for poultry

Source: The Hindu,

100 (per bird), he said.
Mr. Ponmudy said that a
total of 26 roads managed
by the State Highways De-
partment had been dam-
aged in the heavy down-
pour. Traffic had resumed
on 17 of these roads, while
the repair work on the re-
maining roads would be
completed soon, he said.
Major damage had been

5 December 2024, p.6

averted along the coastal
belt of the district thanks
to the precautionary mea-
sures taken by the State go-
vernment. A total of 4,906
people had been moved to
67 relief centres in the past
two days, he said.

The Tamil Nadu Genera-
tion and Distribution Cor-
poration (Tangedco) was
working to restore power

supply in cyclone-affected
areas of the State. Over
900 workers mobilised
from various districts were
on the field and engaged in
restoring supply. Power
supply in 70% of the affect-
ed areas had already been
restored, and the remain-
ing areas would be covered
in a day or two, the Minis-
ter added.

Standing crops bear
the brunt of rain in
Sivaganga district

The Hindu Bureau
SIVAGANGA

Standing crops, including
paddy and chilli, were sub-
merged in rainwater in Ti-
rupuvanam and Illayanku-
di blocks in Sivaganga
district, farmers said on
Saturday.

Many fields in Pazhaya-
noor, Alagudayaan, Achan-
kulam, Anaikulam and
Sangankulam villages were
inundated in the rain. As
the water could not be
drained, the crops were
submerged, rendering the
produce useless, said Raja-
sekaran, a farmer, whose
chilli plants raised on 51
cents were completely
submerged.

Paddy crop hit

Farmers in Salaigramam,
Samudram, Sathanoor and
Ganarielpattinam areas too
suffered crop damage ow-
ing to the heavy rain. Pad-
dy raised on over 500
acres in the region was
damaged. “Crops on at
least 20-40 acres were un-
der water...,” the farmers
said.

Officials of the Agricul-
ture Department said they
had already suggested
methods to drain excess
water. If the water cannot

be drained, the govern-
ment would ascertain the
extent of loss and damage
once the rain stopped,
they added.

Tractor travel

In the neighbouring Rama-
nathapuram district, Col-
lector Simranjeet Singh
Kahlon visited several af-
fected villages in Kadaladi
block.

The Collector had to tra-
vel on a tractor to Sevalpat-
ti village in S. Tharaikudi
panchayat and other habi-
tations, as other vehicles
could not ply on the water-
logged roads.

Assuring the residents
of all support, he directed
the Revenue, Rural Deve-
lopment and Agriculture
Departments to coordinate
and carry out the relief
work on a war-footing.

‘Fully prepared’

The district administration
was fully prepared to meet
any emergency, he told re-
porters, adding that relief
centres were ready. Health
camps were being organ-
ised for people.

Officials of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture would
soon take stock of the crop
loss in the district, he ad-
ded.

Source: The Hindu, 15 December 2024, p.6

Flood damage: Central team tovisit TN, Pondy

Visit likely between Dec 7 & 9; team may meet Stalin before exercise; UT collector tells ofﬂc:als to prepare reports

TMURUGANANDHAM @ Chennai

AN inter-ministerial central
team toassess thedamagecaused
by Cyclone Fengal in various dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu is arriving
in Chennai on Friday evening. A
senjor official told TNIE that the
team is likely to inspect the rain-
affected districts on December 7
and 8. The officials said the com-
plete itinerary for the visit of the
central team is yet to be

prepared

In the normal course, any cen-
tral team would hold a meeting
with Chief Minister MK Stalin
first and then move to the rain-
affected places. After a wrap-up
meeting with the chief secretary
and revenue secretary, the team
will leave for New Delhi. Since
the cyclone has affected 14 dis-
tricts and severely affected at
least half of them, the central
team is likely to be split into three
or four groups to assess the dam-
age in different areas.

On December 2, CM MK Stalin
requested Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to release 2,000 crore
from the National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund for emergency res-
toration and rehabilitation works
in the areas affected by Fengal
and to send a central team to as-
sess thedamage. While theunion
government is yettosay anything

Pondy seeks Z600 crore "
Puducherry: The UT has sought
600 crore as interim relief from
the centre. CM N Rangasamy on
Thursday submitted a plea to PM
Narendra Modi. The UT estimated
the damage to be ¥6,148.81 crore.
Key priorities in the memorandum
include desilting drainages to
prevent inundation and repairing
roads. An estimated 2427 crore is
required for repalr roads and 2177
crore to provide ¥5,000 as direct
benefit transfers to affected
ration card holders. ENS

about the interim relief sought
by Tamil Nadu, it has acceded to
the request for sending a central
team. The CM has already an-
nounced a comprehensive relief
package for the rain-affected
districts.

The team is also slated to in-
spect Puducherry (from Decem-
ber 7 to 9) which suffered signifi-

:I

DMK sends 2.5L kg of rice to affected dists

cant damage to infrastructure
and agricultural land. Ahead of
the visit, a consultation meeting
was convened by Puducherry dis-
trict collector A Kulothungan at
the collectorate in whichofficials
participated. The collector in-
structed them to prepare detailed
reports on damage sustained.

(With inputs from Debjani
Dutta i@ Puducherry)

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE ruling DMK has dis-
patched 2.5 lakh kg of rice to
the districts severely affected
by Cyclone Fengal. Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin flagged off the
relief vehicles carrying the es-
sentials from the party head-
quarters on Thursday Accord-

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 December 2024, p.4
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ing to a party statement, the
cyclone and rain have caused
devastation in Villupuram,
Cuddalore, Kallakurichi, Dhar-
mapuri, Krishnagiri and Tiru-
vannamalai districts.

CM donates 1month’s salary

Stalin on Thursday donated his
one month’s salary to the CM's
Public Relief Fund towards the

ongoing relief works. DMK
MPsand MLAs are expected to
follow suit soon by donating
their one month’s salary to the
relief fund.

The union government is yet
to announce anything on the
request of the CM to release
72,000 crore towards the emer-
gency relief and rescue opera-
tions in rain-hit areas.



Industry and Infrastructure

‘lamil Nadu’s engineering exports so far this fiscal have been valued
at nearly $10 billion and diversification can spur growth

D.Govardan@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu'’s growing stature
in engineering exports can be
gauged from the fact that the
Engineering Exports Promo-
tion Council (EEPC) has been
conducting the last seven edi-
tions of its flagship event, International Engi-
neering Sourcing Show (IESS), in the state.

The IESS used to be held in Mumbai earlier.
From the 6th edition onwards, it is being held
in Tamil Nadu. Chennai hosted the 12th edition
in the last week of Nov.

“The primary reason is the support we are
getting from local industry in terms of
participation,” says Adhip Mitra, executive
director and secretary, EEPC India. “Of the 300
participants from across the country this year,
around 90 were from Tamil Nadu. We bring in
somany foreign delegates who are engineering
buyers, and a strong participation from local
industry gives them confidence about the
prevailing ecosystem,” adds Mitra.

Tamil Nadu is in a way the engine of the
country’s growth with the highest number of
factories and largest educated workforce. The
state has diversified manufacturing and is one
of theleaders in automobiles, auto components,
other general engineering items,
pharmaceuticals, garments, textiles, leather,
chemicals, and plastics.

Of course, Tamil Nadu has a robust
economy. Last year (2023-24), the total
merchandise exports from the
state were valued at $43 billion.
In the seven months till this Oct,
merchandise exports have already touched $27
billion, 7.1% more than the previous year. “It is
third in merchandise exports after Gujarat and
Mabharashtra and second after Maharashtra in
engineering exports. On a pro rata basis, if we
consider the numbers available for seven
months (April-Oct) in 2024-25 and in 2023-24, the
growth in merchandise exports is much higher
at 12%. The national average is around 8%,"
says Mitra.

Tamil Nadu has been growing about 50%
faster than the national average. Engineering
exports account for 37% of merchandise
exports. This works out to $10.2 billion out of
$27 billion of merchandise exports in seven
months of this fiscal.

Automobiles and auto components,
machinery and equipment are the major
engineering contributors to Tamil Nadu'’s
growth story. The state is also a hub for global
manufacturers for precision engineering, heavy
engineering and hydraulic manufacturing,

Source: The Times of India, 9 December 2024, p. 2

SPREADING OUT

TN engineering
export growth

particularly for capital goods and heavy
electrical equipment. Now, there are industrial
hubs across the state - in Chennai, Coimbatore,
Hosur;, Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram.

“Tamil Nadu is transitioning from
traditional engineering exports, which hit $17
billion in FY 2023-24, to high-growth sectors
such as EVs and advanced electronics.
Investments from companies such as VinFast
and Pegatron, along with a doubling of
electronics exports to $9.6 billion, show the
state’s rising prominence in global markets,”
says Unnikrishnan A R, co-chairman, CII
Tamil Nadu, and managing
director, Saint Gobain
India - Glass Business.

“By embracing Al
and Industry 4.0, Tamil
Nadu is
blending its
engineering
strengths
with next-gen
technologies.
With projects
such as Google’s
Al Labs and
policies for
semiconductors, the
state is creating
opportunities in advanced
manufacturing and sustainable exports,” he
adds. The Centre has set a target of $300
billion of engineering exports for the
country by 2030. Tamil Nadu
contributes 15%-16% to the
nation’s engineering
exports. At 15%, this works out to a target
of $45 billion for the state.

Within the state’s own target of becoming
a8l trillion economy by 2030, TN has set a target
of $100 billion in exports. The target for
engineering exports is $37 billion going by the
present share of 37%. Still a long way to go.

EEPC did a study more than a year ago to
find ways to expand the export basket for India,
especially for states such as Tamil Nadu. Since
a major part (39%) of India’s engineering
exports is to the US and Europe, the study
suggested market and product diversification
to increase exports.

“Tamil Nadu is advanced when compared
to other states and is well placed with a
diversified portfolio for exports. It needs to focus
on tapping opportunities in East Europe, Latin
America and Africa. It can focus on countries
such as the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary,
Argentina, Chile, Peru and Equador,” says JV
Raja Gopal Rao, regional director, EEPC India.
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TN'’s ability to leverage its green energy
base and address global sustainability issues
can also drive growth. It's diversifying into
green hydrogen and ammonia production,
cementing its position as a sustainable energy
leader. “Leveraging its renewable energy
strengths and strategic port infrastructure,
Tamil Nadu aims to integrate into the global
green energy supply chain while fostering low-
carbon industrial growth,” says Unnikrishnan.

Graphic: G Joy Theophilus




FOOT NOTE

‘Consistent policies, ease of doing biz draw foreign firms to TN’

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

o develop the manufacturing sector in India, Tamil

| Nadu’s experience needs to be replicated in
populous states such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Rajasthan, says former chief economic advisor
to govt of India, Arvind Subramanian. =g
In an interview to TOI, he discusses various
issues including why Tamil Nadu is successful in
attracting foreign investments.
Edited excerpts:

B How is Tamil Nadu attract-
ing foreign investments, includ-
ing Ford, Foxconn and Cisco?
‘Tamil Nadu provides good infra-
structure and ease of doing business.
In 2021, Ford announced it needed to
shut production in the state. The
Tamil Nadu govt realised market /({1
realities and helped Ford exit by

ing subsidies and look for resource
mobilisation in property taxes and
stamp duties.

resolving complex labour and land  nouncing financial aid to wom-
issues. That experience convinced en and other targeted groups.
Ford that therisks of doingbusiness ~ Will this weaken states finan-
here are low. So, when the company  cially?

decided tomake a new investment Weadvocated UBI in the econom-
in India, it chose Tamil Nadu.  icsurvey Wea]so suggested reducing
The recent strike is ing power sub-
also another good example. At-  sidy, feruhzer subsidy, and railway
subsldy to ﬁ.nance the UBL Many of
not just about i ing richer people.  14% revenue as guarantee. Be-
some policy. It’s a matter of ~ So why not reduce that to cause of the guarantee,

showing consistency in policies  finance some of these FyYNU{//[cW[(1}] their GST ratio to GDP

and creating a good climate for ~ things? That’s not hap- went up relative to the pre-

o investors. pened, and that’s why the I O GST system. It's the central
S

W Has implementation of
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
crippled states’ finances?

That's not true at all. Once GST
was implemented, all state govts got

tracting private investment is

finances of states have be- govt that took the hit for
B As Chief Eco-
. mnomic Adviser,
you proposed
Y universal ba-
sic income

that. The central govt’s

GST collection came down. In
thelast two years, because the com-
pensation is being used to repay the
borrowing, everyone — Centre and

come weak. For example, in

Tamil Nadu, power subsidy, includ-
ing loss funding, is 235,000 crore. It
also led to competitive populism
among states. One thing about UBI,

(UBI). State which I hadn’t anticipated, is how  the states — has taken a hit. Once
\ govts are easily it lends itself to competitive the loan is repaid, most state govts
| now an- populism. States have tostart reduc- ~ will see an improvement in GST

and GDP. For most, it would be close
to what it was during pre-GST.
From 2026 onwards, the financial
situation of states will get better.

@ The Tamil Nadu CM recent-
ly called for increasing the
share of states in the divisible
pool of taxes to 50%. What is
your view?

Iwould say that at the very min-
imum, the spirit of the Fifteenth
Finance Commission recommenda-
tion, that states should get 41% of
central taxes, should be main-
tained. The Centre has violated that
by imposing all the cesses. The best
number should be 41% or 45% and
people can debate that. The Centre
isreducing the size of the divisible
pool by imposingall the cesses. The
spirit of that recommendation
should be maintained.

B The Reserve Bank of India
recently lowered the growth es-
timate for the current fiscal
year from 7.2% to 6.6%. What
should India do to achieve a
higher growth rate?

‘We have to go on a mission mode
to attract all these investments that
areleaving China. For the country to
grow, Uttar Pradesh has to grow, Bi-
har has to grow. Unless they attract
private investments, they will be
stuck in low growth, and India will
be stuck in low growth. The growth
in Tamil Nadu is helping other states
via migration. At some point, they
must provide for their own people. If
India is to develop its manufacturing
sector, this Tamil Nadu experience
Thave to be replicated in the populous
states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Ra-
jasthan, and Madhya Pradesh with
their cheaper labour pools.

Source: The Times of India, 9 December 2024, p. 2

Govt to push value addition in TN electronics in 25

Vaitheeswaran.B
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: 2024 is an eventful
year for Tamil Nadu's elec-
tronics industry. Significant
greenfield and brownfield
projects were announced or
launched ranging from cont-
ract manufacturing to com-
ponent making to research
centers. The list includes US
contract maker Jabil facility
at Trichy, expansion of the
existing Apple ecosystem
with Foxconn, Pegatron and
Tata Electronics, Google's
plans to make Pixel smartp-
honesand drones near Chen-
nai; Cisco’s networking equ-
ipment facility Nokia's
world’s largest 5G test bed
and Qualcomm'’s design cen-
ter.

Tamil Nadu electronics
sector received Rs 56,318 cro-
re investments since 2021
with Rs 37,198 crore commit-
ted in 2024 alone, data sour-
ced from Guidance Tamil
Nadu shows. In the last three
years advanced electronics
(Rs 20,173) and electronics
manufacturing services (Rs
18,953 crore) are the top cate-
gories.

CHARGING TAMIL NADU O

Tamil Nadu
received
356,318 cr
investments
in electronics

since 2023,
out of which

Electronics sector investment in
Tamil Nadu since Jan 2021

Advanced electronics _ 20, 1?3
Electronics mfg services [ 18,953

 Consumer S 13433

Auto [ 3,341

Investments
f«?e?régrﬁz:[ri N (inzcr) Medical | 418 e
UL ote:pubicy disclosed, non-eshaustive Nl
FOCUS Diversify assembly ops & focus Attract investments
2025 high-value manufacturing in hubs | in mobile & teleco
like Chennai and Coimbatore components

State industries minister
TRB Rajaasaid 2024 isaland-
mark year with significant
investments. “Looking ahe-
ad, we aim to diversify by en-
couraging investors to take
phone assembly and similar
projects to other regions of
the state, while focusing on
high-value manufacturing
in key hubslike Chennaiand
Coimbatore,” he said.

“We are now focusing on
the next phase of growth-
high-value manufacturing
and greater value addition
within the state. Our empha-

Source: The Times of India, 28 December 2024, p. 17

Source: Guidance T|

sis is on attracting invest-
ments in mobile and telecom
equipment components,
which are critical to moving
up the value chain. With Ta-
mil Nadubeingtheonly state
offering both the talent and
the ecosystem required for
these industries, we are con-
fident in securing more such
investments,” he said. The
govt will prioritise groun-
ding the agreements (MoUs)
signed already, the minister
added. Tamil Nadu exported
electronics goods worth
$7.83 billion between April to
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November 2024, with 37.79%
share in the country's $22,540
billion exports in the period,
according to Niryat data.
Karnataka and Uttar Pra-
desh hold 20% and 16.73%
share respectively. Firms in
the state shipped $9.56 bil-
lion goods in 2023, contribu-
ting 33% of the total exports.

Vishnu  Venugopalan,
managing director of Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu said the
plan is to tap the global value
chains and replicate the suc-
cessful model of the automo-
bile ecosystem to the electro-
nics industry.

Further localisation of
the supply chain, integra-
ting small and medium scale
Indian players in the indust-
ry, deepening the printed cir-
cuit board manufacturing
and pulse electronics are so-
me of the directions Tamil
Nadu will take in 2025 to bu-
ild on this growth, he said.

Some high-end invest-
ments were made in 2024 in-
cluding Nokia setting up the
world's largest 5G testbed.
“The govtisstrikingabalan-
ce between movingup the va-
lue chain and employment
generation,” hesaid.



Stalin inaugurates
%33 cr mini TIDEL

park in pearl city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Thoothukudi

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin in-
augurated the 63,000-sq ft mini
TIDEL park, constructed at an
outlay of ¥32.5 crore, in
Thoothukudi on Sunday.

The park, spanning 4.16
acres, features modern ameni-
ties, including fitness centre,
auditorium, and uninterrupted
power supply. The four-storey
facility aims to increase job op-
portunities, attract investments
and boost industrial develop-
ment in the region.

The chief minister, who ar-
rived in Thoothukudi as part of
his two-day visit to southern
districts, was welcomed by
ministers P Geetha Jeevan, An-
itha Radhakrishnan,
Thoothukudi MP K Kanimozhi
and DMK functionaries. The
inaugural event also witnessed
Stalin handing over work or-
ders withregard to two private
IT companies.

Addressing the participants,
Minister for Industries TRB
Rajaa recalled that former CM
M Karunanidhi had construct-
ed Tamil Nadu's first TIDEL
park in Chennai. “The state is
making efforts to create IT jobs
in tier 2 cities. Through this,
graduates will get employment
opportunities near their native
places. The state had allotted
*234.5 crore to construct mini

TIDEL parks in seven cities. Af-
ter Villupuram, Thanjavur, and
Salem, we have inaugurated a
mini TIDEL park in Thoothuk u-
di. This will offer jobs to over
1,000 people from southern dis-
tricts, and the park has been
fully-occupied during the inau-
guration itself,” he said.

Meanwhile, taking to plat-
form ‘X’, Stalin said the first
TIDEL park in south Tamil
Nadu, at Thoothukudi, marksa
new chapter of opportunity,
creating a pathway for young
talent. “With the Pattabiram
TIDEL park and TIDEL Neo
projects in Villupuram,
Thanjavur, Salem, and
Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu’s
growth story continues. TIDEL
parks across the state are gen-
erating thousands of jobs, driv-
ing inclusive and equitable
progress under the Dravidian
model. Upcoming TIDEL parks
in Vellore, Tiruppur, and Kara-
ikudi will further expand these
opportunities,” he added.

Stalin also held a road show
and chaired an internal meet-
ing of his party. He will take
part in a government event in
Thoothukudi on Monday and
head towards Kannivakumari
to inaugurate the three-day sil-
ver-jubilee celebration of the
134-ft-tall Thiruvalluvar statue,
and a glass bridge constructed
between the Vivekananda rock
and Thiruvalluvar statue.

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 December 2024, p.2
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Stalin inaugurates first south
TN Tidel park in Tuticorin

Times NEws NETWORK

Madurai: Chief Minister
M K Stalin inaugurated a
mini-Tidel park in Tutico-
rinon Sunday.

The 63,000sqft building
constructed at ¥32.5 crore
has modern facilities in-
cluding spacious parking
space,afoodcourt,gyms,an
auditorium, and an unin-
terrupted power supply to
hostIT companies.

After inaugurating the
park, the chief minister
posted on X that the first
Tidel Park in South Tamil
Nadu, at Tuticorin, marksa
new chapter of opportunity,
creating a pathway for
youngtalent.

“With the Pattabiram
Tidel park and Tidel Neo
projects in Villupuram,
Thanjavur, Salem, and Tuti-
corin, Tamil Nadu’s growth
story continues. Tidel
parks across the state are
generating thousands of
jobs, driving inclusive and
equitable progress under
the Dravidian model,” he
said on his X handle.

According to a state-
ment from the govt, follow-

TOI

A M\ l

NEW BEGIHNING: Stalm opens first mini Tidel park in Tutmonn

The 63,000sqft mini
Tidel park built ata
cost of ¥32.5 crore
has facilities such as
food court, gyms,
auditorium and
uninterrupted power

supply

ing the footsteps of former
chief minister M Karuna-
nidhi, who set up the mega
Tidel park in Chennai in
2000, chief minister M K
Stalin decided to launch
mini-Tidel parks in Villup-
uram, Tirupur, Vellore,

Source: The Times of India, 30 December 2024, p. 6

Thanjavur, Tuticorin, Sa-
lem,and Karaikudi, besides
Tidel parks in Trichy and
Madurai. The mini-Tidel
park inaugurated in Tutico-
rin is expected to provide
jobs to hundreds of local
youngsters and would be a
major milestone for IT sec-
tor growth in the city, it add-
ed.

Earlier, MP Kanimozhi
Karunanidhiand ministers
Geetha Jeevan, Anitha Rad-
hakrishnan received the
CM when he reached Tuti-
corin. Minister TR B Rajaa,
MLAs, and officials were
presentat the event.

TENVol. | Issue 8 | December 2024 | Page 12



\

Nandini.Sengupta@
timesofindia.com

n Sept 2023, American op-

tical laser maker Coherent

Corpsigned a tripartite Mem-

orandum of Understanding

(MoU) with Guidance Tamil
Nadu and IIT Madras Research Park
(IITMRP) to establish a global centre of excel-
lence (CoE) for R&D on EV batteries and
semiconductor devices. In Feb 2024, Walmart
Global Tech announced a partnership with
IIT-M to establish the Walmart Center for Tech
Excellence. Its focus: helping MSMEs in man-
ufacturing and retail sectors adopt Al and
digital solutions. Earlier this month, Sweden's
Epiroc launched an ‘innovation outpost’ at
IITMRP to drive sustainable solutions for bat-
tery energy storage and electrification in min-
wing and construction. Like Coherent and
Walmart, Epiroc too has signed an MoU with
Guidance TN and ITMRP,

TN's top universities have excellent indus-
try credentials and, in a brand-new strategy,
the govt is leveraging them to attract high-end
R&D-related investments from companies that
have previously had no presence either in the
state or in India. “II'T-M has had collaboration
with industry for decades, but our point from
an investment promotions strategy was how
do we use this edge,” says Guidance Tamil
Nadu CEO Vishnu Venugopalan. These test
centres, he adds, “offer familiarity” with the
TN ecosystem. MNCs “need an initial under-
standing of the climate to develop a comfort
level about the business ecosystem and the
talent pool before they take a decision to es-
tablish large scale manufacturing or R&D
investments,” says Venugopalan. Typically,
companies entering TN for the first time would
not want to invest heavily from year one.

Take Epiroc which has had a presence in
Maharashtra (Pune) but not in TN. The test
centre allows Epiroc to test the waters before
committing bigger capex. “When they decide
on investments, having an R&D centre in TN
becomesa first mover advantage, which makes
it easier for the company to take a decision in
favour of TN,” adds Venugopalan. In that sense

-

Source: The Times of India, 23 December 2024, p. 2
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WORKLABS MOUS
SIGNED BETWEEN
APRIL '23 & MARCH 24

> Lionsbot in partnership with Guidance to set up
Lionshot R&D in Chennai for robotics design.

> Singapore University of Technology and Design in
partnership with Guidance for new programmes
(MTech) in robotics and design

> Tata Electronics in partnership with Directorate of
Technical Education to launch diploma programme
in Smart Digital Manufacturing in Hosur

» Maxbyte in » Walmart in
collaboration with partnership with
Directorate of Technical | Government College
Education to set up of Technology

4 CoEs in MSME skill (Coimbatore) to set
development in 4 TN up business analytics
engineering colleges incubator

> Foxconn in partnership with IIT Madras for R&D
> Guidance in partnership with IITM Pravartak to
set up deep tech incubator

> Mando in partnership with Anna University to
start work i ted degree

> Tata Electronics in partnership with Bharathiar
University for work integrated degree

> Tata Electronics in partnership with DoTE
Polytechnic Colleges (5 Colleges) for digital
manufacturing and work integrated diploma

Source: Guidance Tamil Nadu

it'sa “nudge” which can, and often is, critical.
“With these big companies, we're competing
with many international investment destina-
tions and they need data to convince their
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‘Team ‘Tamil Nadu is leveraging II'1-M and other academic institutions to
attract R&D related investments from cos without footprint in the state

A MANTRA TO DRAW

board that TN is the best op-
tion.”

The strategy ties in with in-
vestors Team TN has been focus-
ing on - those present elsewhere in
India but not in TN, companies that
are present in TN and looking to expand

and companies that are not present in India
but looking at a China +1 alternative. The test
centre option is just one of many parallel con-
versations that Team TN has with a potential
investor before the company agrees to come
on board. Sometimes, the team establishes
contact during road shows. At other times, it's
partof anongoing conversation. Take Epiroc.
A high-level delegation from TN led by Guid-
ance met the Epiroc leadership team in April
2023 in Sweden. Subsequently, Guidance con-
nected the company to II'TMRP and also fa-
cilitated Epiroc’s visit to Hitachi Energy Tech-
nology Centre and Ola factory & R&D centre,

This ties into TN’s overall R&D focus and
its aspiration to move up the manufacturing
value chain. “TN has adopted a targeted and
strategic approach to attract R&D and high-
end investments across sectors,” says indus-
tries minister T R B Rajaa. “We are engaging
with investors worldwide with high-profile
international visits and targeted pitches for
high-value sectors such as EVs, life sciences,
semiconductors, and aerospace,” he adds.

Setting up specialised clusters such as the
Knowledge City in Uthukottai, for example, is
important. As is the state’s R&D policy and
various sector-specific policies for electronics
and space tech. These policies “include incen-
tives and frameworks to attract high-value
R&D projects”, says Rajaa. The R&D focusled
to the setting up of WorkLabs in Guidance in
Jan 2022 to promote, facilitate, and expand
industry-academia collaboration in new-age
sectors to future-proof the workforce of the
state by forging strategic alliances among in-
dustry, academia, and govt.

Academia feels a strategy leveraging TN’s
academic institutions will encourage localisa-
tion and innovation. “In tripartite MoUs IIT-
M’srole istomake innovation more relevant
for TN,” says Dr Thillai Rajan A, prof, IIT-M.




Incentives for investments
in south TN: Min TRB Rajaa

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The state govt is in
negotiations with industries
tobring more investmentsand
companies to south Tamil Na-
du, industries minister TRB
Rajaa said here on Saturday.

Addressingreportersafter
the 80th-year celebrations of
Alagappa College of Techno-
logy in Anna University, he sa-
id, “It will ensure distributed
growth, and people can get
jobs near their areas, and com-
panies can also get cheap labo-
1]-[,:!!

Rajaa said Sriperumbu-
dur is attracting many indu-
stries. “The chief minister
wants distributed growth
across the state. Those who
want to establish industries in
A category districts will recei-
ve fewer Incentives. Those
who want to establish indu-
stries in B and C category dis-
tricts will receive more incen-
tives. There will be big anno-
uncements in the coming da-
ys,” he added.

Earlier, speaking at the
function, Rajaa said studying

a1

Vir. . :
F D59 - Chemical Engineering
Fr g Chairman, Indian Qil ’ n

R Ramesh Shankar
- -

STIMULUS FOR SOUTH: Minister Rajaa distributing alumni awards

in institutions like AC Tech of-
fers students a springboard to
start their careers. “Institu-
tions should focus on research
and product development.
There is a fear of failure
among students and scholars.
We need to give them a safety
net in case they fail. If we offer
that, TN will be a global leader
in research and develop-
ment,” he added.
Highlighting the contribu-
tions of TN, he said 43% of wo-
men working in organised sec-
tors in the country are from
the state. “Up to 40% of auto

Source: The Times of India, 22 December 2024, p. 4

parts that are manufactured
in India are manufactured in
TN. It is also an electronic su-
perpower contributing 35% of
exports in electronics,” Rajaa
added.

Department of science
and technology former secre-
tary T Ramasami said AC
Tech is now contemplating es-
tablishing a centre for sustai-
nability science. He urged the
state govt to name it after M S
Swaminathan. During the
event, alumni associations do-
nated endowments to estab-
lish scholarships.
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‘More German cos plan manufacturing, service sector ops in TN’

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

advanced infrastructure, young and talented manpower and

( ; erman investors are attracted to Tamil Nadu because of its

stable govt, says consul-general of Germany in Chennai,

i — Michaela Kiichler: In an interview to TOI, she speaks about future

investments by German companies and a partnership between

Saxony and Tamil Nadu. Excerpts:

B How many German companies
operate in Tamil Nadu and which
are the top five?

There are more than 120 German
companies in Tamil Nadu, which in-
clude 100% subsidiaries and joint ven-
tures. Major industrial sectors where
German companies operate are auto
and auto components, machinery for
construction industry, information
technology, footwear, and insurance.
The top five German companies in Ta-
mil Nadu are Daimler India Commer-
cial Vehicles, BMW, Siemens, Schaef-
fler, and Schwing Stetter.

B Are more German companies
looking to set up manufacturing or
service sector facilities in Tamil
Nadu?

Yes, many more German companies
plan to do so. For instance, a company
named Startup Factory is coming to
‘Tamil Nadu. It will help German entre-
preneurs who want to invest in Tamil
Nadu. It will offer office space and help
tofind land and so on. The company also
has operations in countries such as
China.

B What attracts companies from

Germany to Tamil Nadu and to
which sectors?

Tamil Nadu is a prominent location
in India for German investors due to
the advanced infrastructure, highly
qualified, young and talented man-
power and a stable govt with good po-
litical leadership. The bilateral rela-
tions in Tamil Nadu are
mostly in the two industrial
hubs where German com-
panies are invested or have
business partners — Chen-
nai and Coimbatore. And I
think what always speaks
in favour of Tamil Nadu is the high
level of education and high level of
skilled workforce, especially women.
There is also land available, which is
important to set up factories. The Ta-
mil Nadu govt actively supports com-
panies that want to come here. The
sectors that German companies are
interested in are manufacturing, ship-
ping, logistics, consumer electronics,

TALKING TO

TOI

power, green hydrogen, and semicon-
ductors.

® How many companies from Ta-
mil Nadu operate in Germany?

Around 25 Tamil Nadu companies
operate in Germany spread across in-
formation technology, manufacturing,
and automotive sectors. The in-
terest of Tamil businessmen and
businesswomen in Germany is
big and vice versa. This is a re-
ciprocal interest.

B How do you see the rela-
tionship between Tamil Nadu and
Germany growing?

‘We might think of an official part-
nership between Tamil Nadu and a
German state. We already have two
official partnerships. One between Ba-
varia and Karnataka and another be-
tween Baden-Wiirttemberg and Maha-
rashtra. Saxony is interested in having
an official partnership with Tamil

Source: The Times of India, 16 December 2024, p. 2

Nadu. This will boost relations. They
are very strong in semiconductors.
They have Silicon Saxony, where they
operate semiconductor companies. So,
that’s something really interesting to
explore.

M There is no direct free trade
agreement (FTA) between India
and Germany. However, negotia-
tions are underway between India
and the European Union (EU) on
an FTA. What is its status?

Trade between India and Germany
follows the rules of the WTO. We are
looking forward to a swift conclusion
of the FTA with the EU. German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz underlined at the
Indo-German govt consultations in
Delhi in Oct 2024 that he wishes to see
the FTA negotiations concluded as soon
as possible, to give bilateral trade and
investments a boost. We are interested
in swift closure of these talks because
we are an export-oriented economy.

Chemical industry calls for cracker project to boost growth

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A significant disadvantage
the chemical industry has
in Tamil Nadu is the lack of
a cracker, said Ramkumar
Shankar, MD, Chemplast
Sanmar Ltd.

“We request the State
government to use its

goodwill to get a cracker
project sanctioned by one
of the national oil compa-
nies,” he said, speaking at
Chemvision 2024, an ex-
clusive conference for the
chemical industry organ-
ised by CII Tamil Nadu. A
cracker unit takes naphtha
from a refinery and cracks
it into basic petrochemical

Source: The Hindu, 3 December 2024, p.4

feedstocks like ethylene,
propylene, etc.

“The Indian Chemical
Council (ICC) estimates
that the country’s chemi-
cal industry, which was
worth around $170-180 bil-
lion in 2021 (around 5% of
India’s GDP), is expected to
grow around $290-310 bil-
lion by 2027 and to $850

billion - $1 trillion by 2040.
Multiple tailwinds, includ-
ing the favourable demo-
graphics of India, the rising
disposable income, China
plus 1, etc., are expected to
fuel this growth,” he said.
“The trade deficit in our
sector, however, is likely to
worsen - from around $9
billion in 2021, it is expect-
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ed to grow to around $15
billion by 2027 and $40 bil-
lion by 2040,” he added.

D. Sneha, Executive Di-
rector of State Industries
Promotion Corporation of
Tamil Nadu, highlighted
the Corporation’s role in
hosting chemical manufac-
turing firms across all its
parks in the State.



‘Tamil Nadu has woken up to the immense potential its 17 minor
ports offer in makmg the state a global manufacturmg hub

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

eventeen ports along its 1,076km
coastline. Tamil Nadu is taking the
sea route to becoming a global
manufacturing hub. The move to
expand the 17 minor ports gains
significance with the Chennai-Vladivostok
maritime corridor going operational recently.

State-owned Tamil Nadu Maritime Board
is developing a greenfield port at Cuddalore
with a #4,000 crore investment under the PPP
model. It will have 25 berths along a 3.6km
seafront to handle 40 million tonnes of cargo
ayear. It is the second port the state’s maritime
board is developing more than 10 years after
seting up one at Kattupalli, 30 km north of
Chennai.

Minor ports at Nagapattinam, Udangudi
and Rameswaram are also being considered
for development to boost growth in these re-
gions, says M Vallalar, vice-
chairman and CEO,

Graphic:

Source: The Times of India, 2 December 2024, p. 2

joy Theophilus

Tamil Nadu Maritime Board. “Moreover, the
move will increase the volume of imports and
exports to TN, presently handled by the three
major ports, besides Kattupalli.”

Coastal shipping can cut transport costs
big time. “Annually, we require 120 lakh bales
of cotton (each bale weighing 170 kg) and this
issourced from Gujarat, Maharashtra. We can
save ¥1,50022,000 per tonne if bales are brought
by sea instead of by road,” says Vallalar. “We
are also exploring possibility of developing a
deep seaport in south TN for which minor
ports in Tuticorin and Kanyakumari
districts are being looked at,” he adds.

While Chennai, Kamarajar and
Kattupalli ports together handled more
than 100 million tonnes in FY2024, V O
Chidambaranar Port at Tuticorin recorded
a traffic of 41 million tonnes. Kattupalli alone
functions under the Tamil Nadu govt. The
major ports are under the Union govt.

“TN should look at developing minor ports
along with Sipcot industrial complexes
and/or SEZs,” says J

Celestine Villavara-
yar, CEO of Vilsons
Shipping
and Tuti-
corin dis-
trict chair-
man of CIL
“This will cre-
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ate economic corridors and attract industries.
‘We can emulate the Gujarat Maritime Board,
which has completely leveraged its coastline
by developing minor ports,” he adds. The
delta districts can be considered for a minor
port, a greenfield container port can be set up
south of Chennai in Chengalpet district, and
a minor port with cruise terminal at Kaniya-
kumari would make strategic and economic
sense, says Villavarayar:

“More ports will give exporters more op-
tions and reduce delays,” says Israr Ahmed,
vice-president, Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEQ). “Coastal shipping is
cheaper than road transport. Overall pricing
for exports will also come down automatically.
Domestic trade and exports will benefit.”

The entire port sector should be trans-
ferred to the states, says K Ashok Vardhan
Shetty, retired IAS officer and former vice-
chancellor of Indian Maritime University.

Pointing out that coastal shipping in
India contributes to less than 5% of
)9 freight transport despite the long coast-
line, he says the corresponding figures are
between 10% and 30% for US, China and Eu-
rope. Coastal shipping is cheaper, environmen-
tally friendly and will reduce congestion in
rail and road traffic, adds Shetty:

Developing new ports will benefit TN as
the Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor
has become operational. Chennai Port Author-
ity chairman Sunil Paliwal says it will be a
boost for India’s economy by upping exports.
“We are becoming the manufacturing hub of
the world. In the China plus one policy; every-
body is looking at India. Raw material are
critical for manufacturing raw material and
we are going to get them at a cheaper rate.”
Currently, coking coal is imported from Indo-
nesia, Australia, South Africaand US. “When
you get coking coal from Far East Russia, you
are saving almost 21,000 per tonne,” adds Pali-
wal. For TN to cash in on the opportunity; de-
veloping its ports is critical.



JS Auto Cast Foundry to investX67.5 crore in
capaaty expansion of Perundurai unit in TN

G Balachandar
Chennai

JS Auto Cast Foundry, a sub-
sidiary of Bharat Forge, has
proposed to invest I67.5
crore in capacity expansion
at its Perundurai foundry
unit near Erode in Tamil
Nadu.

The company, a manufac-
turer of raw and machined
ductile iron castings for vari-
ous international brands, has
submitted a pre-feasibility
report detailing its expan-
sion plans while seeking en-
vironmental clearance. The
investment aims to increase
the production capacity of
grey and SG iron castings by
over 60 per cent, funded
through internal accruals
and some debt.

To meet the rising de-
mand for high-quality cast-

GROWTH PLAN. The proposed expansion will increase the
plant’s capacity to 1.16 lakh tonnes per annum cerrv imaces

ings and address the needs of
both domestic and export
markets, the company is set
to enhance the production
capacity of its facility, it said
inthe report.

EXPANSION PLAN

The proposed expansion will
increase the plant’s capacity
from 72,000 tonnes per an-

Source: Businessline, 10 December 2024, p.2

num to 1.16 lakh tonnes per
annum. This will involve in-
stalling three additional in-
duction furnaces, a sand
plant, a sand cooler, two shot
blasting machines, two
nozzle blasting machines, a
grit blasting machine and
other equipments. The com-
pany derives over 40 per cent
of its revenue from exports.

The project is expected to
generate direct employment
for about 200 people and
provide indirect jobs for an-
other 200.

JS Auto operates three fa-
cilities in Tamil Nadu: One at
Perundurai, which houses
the main foundry opera-
tions; the second at Kuppe-
palayam, where machining
and dispatch operations are
conducted; and the third, an
SEZ unit.

Its current installed capa-
city is about one lakh million
tonnes per annum, as repor-
ted by ICRA in its March
2024 report.

The company came under
Bharat Forge’s fold after the
latter acquired 100 per cent
of the Coimbatore-based JS
Auto Cast Foundry through
its wholly-owned subsidiary,
BF Industrial Solutions on
July 1, 2022, for X346 crore.

i

Tata Motors to invest X914 crinnew TN plant

G Balachandar
Chennai

Tata Motors, aleading manu-
facturer of passenger and
commercial vehicles, has
proposed an initial invest-
ment of 914 crore to set up
a new vehicle manufacturing
project in Tamil Nadu.

The company officially
broke ground for the factory
on September 28 at
Panapakkam in Ranipet dis-
trict, located approximately
85 km from Chennai.

PHASED INVESTMENT

The greenfield facility will
focus on the production of
high-end cars and SUVs,
both under the Tata Motors
brand and its luxury division
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR). As

per the agreement signed
with the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, Tata Motors has com-
mitted to an overall invest-
ment of 9,000 crore for this
ambitious project, which will
be executed in phases over
several years.

In the first phase, Tata
Motors plans to invest ¥914
crore to construct a manu-
facturing plant over a built-
up area of 52,000 sq m, out of
a total land space of
19,02,022.5 sq m, as per the
documents filed to seek en-
vironmental clearance.

CENTRAL HUB
The construction of the pro-
posed factory is expected to
take  approximately 15
months.

The unit will
about 1,500 workers.

employ

Source: Businessline, 23 December 2024, p.2

4V mm 4
FUTURE FACTORY. It will serve as a central hub for the
production of next-generation cars and SUVs, including electric
and luxury vehicle models. (file photo)

with production to be

ramped up over the next 5-7

years to meet this target.
The factory is expected to

The company stated that
the facility will have an an-
nual production capacity of
more than 2.5 lakh units,
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serve as a central hub for the
production of next-genera-
tion cars and SUVS, including
electric and luxury vehicle
models.

LOCAL SUPPLIER BASE
In addition to the plant, Tata
Motors is focused on build-
ing a local supplier base in
the region, aimed at creating
a localised manufacturing
ecosystem and improving
supply chain efficiency.

At a recent event organ-
ised by EEPC India in Chen-
nai, JLR officials offered
businesses the opportunity
to engage directly with the
company, discussing its pro-
curement policies.

JLR operates globally with
key facilities in the UK, the
US, India, China and other
regions.



NITT iruchirapalli to build
Z150-crore research hub

[
Our Bureau
Chennai

NIT Tiruchirappalli (NITT)
is expanding its entrepren-

" eurship development and in-
cubation programme with a
dedicated research and in-
novation hub at a cost of
nearly ¥150 crore. It plans to
spend ¥100 crore on a multi-
storey building and 50 crore
for equipment, its director G
Aghila said.

The institute’s Board of
Governors has given consent
for the project. The institute
will seek funding from the
Union Education Ministry
and take loans and assistance
from its  48,000-strong
alumni, she told newsper-
sons. She was addressing the
thedia © on . the . NIT
Tiruchirapalli’s Global
Alumni Meet 2025 (GAM
2025) to be held in Chennai
onJanuary 4.

Aghila said the hub, spread
over 20 acres on the insti-

tute’s campus, will foster an
ecosystem to promote in-
novation, research and
entrepreneurship.

ALUMNI MEET

K Mahalingam, President,
RECAL (NIT Tiruchirapalli’s
student alumni body), said
GAM 2025 will bring to-
gether alumni from across
the globe to celebrate the
shared legacy of REC/NIT
Tiruchi.

Tata Sons’ Chairman N
Chandrasekaran will be the
chief guest at GAM 2025 and
Tamil Nadu’s IT Minister Pa-
lanivel Thiaga Rajan will be
the Guest of Honour. Gopi
Kalayil, Chief Business Evan-
gelist, AI-Google; Veera
Muthuvel, Project Director,
Chandrayaan 3; TV Naren-
dran, Chief Executive, Tata
Steel; Shyam Srinivasan,
Chief Executive, Fed Fina;
and Vishu Venugopalan,
Chief Executive, Guidance
Tamil Nadu, will be among
the participants, he said.

Source: Businessline, 31 December 2024, P9
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Spinning mills urge TNPDCL to address

N

bllhng dlscrepanaes for green energy sourcing

G Balachandar
Chennai

The Tamilnadu Spinning
Mills Association (TSMA)
has written to the Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution
Corporation Ltd (TNPDCL)
to address discrepancies in
its billing system that result
in excessive charges for
green  energy  sourced
through power exchanges
like the Indian Energy Ex-
change (IEX).

TNPDCL's billing soft-
ware currently applies the
full Cross Subsidy Surcharge
(CSS) rate of ¥1.92 per unit,
along with an additional sur-
charge, to all power sourced
through exchanges—regard-
less of whether it originates
from renewable sources like
solar, wind or hydro.

TSMA has argued that this
blanket approach ignores es-
tablished rules for reduced
CSS rates on green energy

POWER PRICING. TNPDCL’s billing software currently applies
the full Cross Subsidy Surcharge rate of £1.92 per unit, along with
an additional surcharge, to all power sourced through exchanges

and violates government
guidelines prohibiting addi-
tional surcharge on Green
Energy Open Access.

LOWER RATES FOR RE

When  sourcing  power
through exchanges, mem-
bers of TSMA receive certi-
ficates verifying the renew-

able origin of the energy,
such as solar, wind, or hydro-
electric sources.

As per government regula-
tions, wind energy should be
charged at 60 per cent of the
standard CSS, and solar en-
ergy at 70 per cent. However,
due to outdated billing soft-
ware, green energy sourced

through exchanges is being
uniformly charged at the full
CSS rate along with Addi-
tional Surcharge, as if it were
conventional power, accord-
ingto TSMA.

TSMA requested TNPD-
CL’s Director of Finance to
prioritise this issue, and in-
struct field formations to
rectify billing errors and cor-

. rectly apply the reduced CSS

rates for green energy (60 or
70 per cent, as applicable). It
has also requested modifica-
tion of the billing software to
ensure compliance with the
government mandate of zero
Additional Surcharge for
green power under open
access.

The association high-
lighted that Rule 5(2) of the
Green Energy Open Access
Rules 2022, as stated in the
Government of India Gaz-
ette, explicitly exempts
green energy consumers
from paying fixed charges
from Additional Surcharge.

‘Coimbatore-based start-up Buyofuel taps |
ouava seed to produce biodiesel, biomass

Subramam Ra Mancombu
Chennai

Guava, a tropical fruit cultiv-
ated widely across India, has
an important role in the food
industry. Now its seeds,
which are usually d1scarded
as waste, are being used to
produce biodiesel and bio-
mass by Coimbatore-based
start-up Buyofuel.

Guava seeds contain 15-20
per cent of oil that can be
processed into biodiesel. The
remainder of the seed, which
is fibre-rich, can be utilised
as biomass for industrial
boilers and heating systems.

SENSING OPPORTUNITY
“As the seeds are often dis-
carded as waste, they offer an
opportunity for sustainable
repurposing. Buyofuel saw

Kiéhan Karunakaran, Founder
and CEO of Buyofuel

an opportunity to address
both agricultural waste man-
agement and the rising de-
mand for alternative en-

ergy,” said Kishan
Karunakaran, Founder and
CEO of Buyofuel.

The idea was simple but
transformative — collect
and convert guava seeds into
biofuel. This approach

Source: Businessline, 31 December 2024, p.8

aligned with Buyofuel’s vis-
ion of turning agricultural
byproducts into valuable, re-
newable energy solutions, he
said.

Buyofuel went about
identifying the calorific value
and key metrics of guava
seeds, ensuring they are a
suitable and efficient co-fir-
ing agent for renewable en-
ergy applications. In addi-
tion, it developed innovative
10g15t1cal solutions to handle
and transport guava seeds ef-
ficiently, overcoming chal-
lenges associated with col-
lection and storage.

ADVANTAGES, HURDLES
On the advantages of using
guava seed for biofuel, Kar-
unakaran said it results in up
to 80 per cent reduction in
carbon emission compared
to conventional diesel. “Fur-
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ther, by repurposing agrlcul-
tural waste, the initiative
aims to reduce landfill usage
and minimise the need for
chemical fertilizers in the
waste disposal process,
thereby contributing more
to sustainable farming and
processing practices,” he
said. On the disadvantages,
he said the key challenges in-
clude the logistics of collect-
ing guava seeds from remote
regions and the high initial
capital investment required
for processing industries.

Karunakaran said Buyo-
fuel is exploring and promot-
ing  alternative  biofuel
sources. The platform has
made significant contribu-
tions by diverting mango
seeds, turmeric spent, mus-
tard husk and cashew nut
shells into the energy
stream.



TN Maritime Board to developa greenﬁeldw
port, revive minor portin Cuddalore

TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

The Tamil Nadu Maritime
Board (TNMB) has initiated
plans to develop a greenfield
port and revive a minor port,
which is now defunct.

The move follows the lack
of interest to a bid called by
the TNMB in February to re-
vive the minor port, which
faces continuous silting. Po-
tential bidders had sugges-
ted building a greenfield port
close by, rather than devel-
oping the project as an integ-
rated port, M Vallalar, Vice-
Chairman and CEO, TNMB,
told businessline.

MINOR PORT
The minor port, on which
over Y160 crore has been
spent to build breakwaters,
two wharfs of 240-metres
and dredge an approach
channel, will be developed as
a brownfield project. It can
handle shallow draft vessels,
such as barges.

Larger vessels can be

REVIVING THE FACILITY. The defunct minor port will be
brought into use to handle shallow draft vessels

docked at the anchorage,
with cargo loading and un-
loading taking place via light-
ers/barges. “During the
meeting, there has been
some positive response from
some private players,” he ad-
ded.

TNMB has nearly 100
acres adjacent to the minor
port. This land can be used
for storage. “We also want to
explore if ship building or
ship repair can be taken up at
the minor port,” Vallalar
said.

On the greenfield project,

Source: Businessline, 12 December 2024, p.9

he said it would be developed
within 5 km of the minor
port, where the depthis 14m
within 1 km from the shore.

Government poromboke
land of 47.14 acres adjoining
the waterfront of 3.6 km
shall also be given as part of
the concession. In addition,
land can be acquired from
private parties, he said.

On the rationale for devel-
oping a port facility, he said
the import of coal for
thermal power plants at
Mettur, Cuddalore and other
manufacturing  industries
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gL e g with co-generation power

plants in central and western
Tamil Nadu offers good po-
tential for the port.

For instance, the railway
distance to the Mettur
Thermal Power Station from
Ennore Port, through which
coal is currently handled, is
about 400 km. Import of
clinker, finished cement, ed-
ible oil, sugar and fertilizers
will also contribute to the
traffic.

CONTAINER VOLUMES
The port could target con-
tainer volumes generated in
industrial hubs such as Tiru-
pur, Salem, and Erode. How-
ever, this would require di-
version from the VOC port,
which currently serves this
traffic, he acknowledged.
The greenfield port has a
potential to handle 13 mil-
lion tonnes of various cargo.
Cuddalore Member of
Parliament, MK Vishnu
Prasad told businessline that
the development of a port
would attract trade and lo-
gistics, generate revenue.

7
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Green energy producers
in TN seek open access
for LT, LTCT industries

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE Renewable Energy Pro-
ducers Association (REPA) has
appealed to the state govern-
ment to allow open access for
green energy to Low Tension
(LT) and Low Tension Current
Transformer (LTCT) industries
with a connected load of at
least 100 KW

In a letter to the state's ener-
oy secretary, REPA chief advi-
sor and CEO K Venkatachalam
sald currently open access 1s
permitted only for High Ten-
sion (HT) industries. “LT and
LTCT industries are not al-
lowed to use open access power
as the Electricity Act restricts
open access for consumers with
a capacity below 1 MW.” he
said.

Venkatachalam urged the
state government to implement
green power open access to LT

LT and LTCT industries are
Q not allowed to use open
access power as the
Electricity Act restricts open
access for consumers with a

capacity below1 MW
K Venkatachalam

and LTCT consumers with a
load of 100 kW or more, citing
that the union government's
rules are already in place.

He pointed out the Tamil
Nadu Electricitv Regulatory
Commission (TNERC) had
amended its Open Access Regu-
lations in 2010, allowing all con-
sumers - whether below or
above 1 MW capacity - to use
Open ACCess power.

The union government, in
June 2022, allowed green ener-
oy open access for consumers
with a connected load of at
least 100 kW to promote renew-
able energy usage.

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 December 2024, p.6

SHG food festival gives new entrepreneurial spirit to women

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

It’s only through women’s
self-help groups (SHGs)
that I gained the confi-
dence to start an entrepre-
neurial venture, said S.

Lakshmi, from Villupuram
on Monday. She is part of
the Unavu Thiruvizha in
Chennai.

The event is organised
by the Tamil Nadu Urban
Livelihood Movement
(TNULM) under the gui-

Source: The Hindu, 24 December 2024, p.4

dance of Tamil Nadu Wo-
men Development Corpo-
ration. It provides an
opportunity to around 150
women from 65 SHGs to
display cuisines from va-
rious districts.

Most of the SHG mem-

bers have been running a
small business over the last
few years.

“Ours was formed 25
years ago but only in the
last year did our group ven-
ture into the packaged
food business,” said S.

Gandhimathi of Tiruppur
SHG. From muttai mittai to
Arcot biryani, the food fes-
tival had an array of dishes.
Queues for biryani were
the longest.

Speaking about the fes-
tival, Executive Director
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TNULM Shreya Singh said
that by looking at the res-
ponse, there were plans to
begin a chain of hotels or
cafes run by the SHGs.

The festival recorded ov-
er 1.5 lakh footfall over the
last four days.



TN to moveresolutionin Assembly
to cancel tungsten mining licence

Ex-AIADMK mins criticise Speaker for turning down request for 10-day monsoon session

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin will
move a resolution in the state
Assembly on December 9 urg-
ing the union government to
cancel the licence awarded to
Hindustan Zinc Limited for
tungsten mining in Madurai
district and not to conduct an
auction for issuing mining 1i-
cences without the consent of
the state government.

The state government's deci-
sion assumes significance in
the backdrop of the ATADME
and BJP accusing it of indulg-
ing in doublespeak on the tung-
sten mining issue. Water Re-
sources Minister

Duraimurugan has refuted the
opposition’s claim noting that
the DMK-led government had
opposed the tungsten mining in
Madurai district in October
itself.

Speaker M Appavu
released the Assem-
bly’s monsoon session
schedule at the secre-
tariat and informed re-
porters about the reso-
lution to be moved by
the CM.

Following the House
Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) meeting, Ap-
pavu said the two-day session
will commence on December
9.

On the same day, the House

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 December 2024, p.2

will condole the deathof former
Chief Minister of West Bengal
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, in-
dustrialist Ratan Tata, former
Chief of Army Gen. S Pad-
manabhan, Murasoli
Selvam and others who
passed away during the
past few months.

Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu
will move the demands
for grants for addition-
al expenditure for the
current fiscal on De-
cember 10.

Talking to reporters after at-
tending the BAC meeting,
former AIADMEK ministers S P
Velumani and R B Udhavaku-
mar said the party had request-

ed the Speaker to conduct the
monsoon session for at least 10
days. However, the request was
turned down.

Recalling the DMEK's elector-
al promise to conduct Assem-
bly sessions for 100 days every
vear, Velumani said, “It is
doubtful whether the Assembly
satfor a totalof 100days during
the past three years.” He fur-
ther said that only when the
legislators raise people’s issues
in the House, the officials would
work accordingly at the constit-
uency level.

“Oppeortunities were not giv-
en for the opposition members
to raise issues in the Assembly:
Just two days for the session is
regrettable,” he added.

Need 10k crore for Chennai metro rail this
year, 10k crore next year, State tells Centre

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu on
Friday urged the Union govt

— to allocate
%10,000 crore
in the current
fiscal and
716,000 crore
in the next fis-
cal for the im-
plementation of the Chennai
metrorail project.

He was speaking at the
Union govt’s pre-budget
meetinginJaisalmer.

“Thank the Union govt for
sanctioningthelong-pending
Chennai metro rail phase 2.
Overthepastthreeyears, this
project caused a severe strain
on the state’s finances with

the state spending 26,490
crore out of its budgetary re-
sources,” Thennarasusaid.

He also urged the Centre
togiveapproval for metrorail
schemes in Madurai and
Coimbatore.

The minister also asked
the Centre not to impose “re-
strictive or extraneous condi-
tions” in the release of funds
for various schemes.

A sum of 22,152 crore ap-
proved by the project approv-
al board for the annual work
plan and budget of the Sama-
gra Shiksha Scheme remains
unreleased.

The future of 44 lakh stu-
dents, 2.2 lakh teachers, and
21,276 staff membersdepends
on timely intervention, he
said.

Source: The Times of India, 21 December 2024, p. 6

Regarding disaster relief,
Thennarasu requested the
release of ¥6,675 crore under
the National disaster re-
sponse fund to address the
impact of Cyclone Fengal.
This funding would cover
temporary and permanent
relief and restoration needs.

The state govt also de-
manded new railway lines be
sanctioned in industrial ar-
eas to catalyse development
inthe state.

This included a fourth
line between Tambaram and
Chengalpet, Tirupattur-
Krishnagiri-Hosur, Madurai-
Tuticorin via Aruppukkot-
tai, Minjur-Tiruvallur-Sripe-
rumbudur-Oragadam-Singa-
perumalkoil-Madurantha-
gam, and a semi-high-speed
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railway corridor to connect
Chennai-Salem-Coimbatore
with extensions such as Sa-
lem-Hosur-Bengalur and
Coimbatore-Ernakulam.

The state also requested
the Centre’s support in ex-
panding highway infrastruc-
ture. Thennarasu empha-
sised the need for an elevated
Tambaram-Chengalpet-Tin-
divanam road.

He highlighted the in-
creased traffic intensity on
the Chennai-Kanyakumari
corridor, developed as a four-
lane highway in 2005 by the
National Highways Author-
ity of India.

He requested the Centre
to sanction this project and
allocate adequate funds in
theupcoming budget.



Biryani has a ¥10,000-cr. market in T.N.

Those tracking the food business in the State explain that the organised market is pegged at 32,500 crore while the unorganised market stands at

¥7500 crore. Chennai is the largest market for birvani with 50% of business coming from the region. Despite the pricing, mutton is the clear favourite

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

he biryani market
T in Tamil Nadu is a
culinary  power-

house, with a staggering
valuation at ¥10,000 crore.
Those tracking the food
business in Tamil Nadu ex-
plained that the organised
market is pegged at 2,500
crore while the unorgan-
ised market stands at over
27,500 crore. Chennai is
the largest market for bi-
ryani with 50% of business
coming from this region.

Prominent players in
the biryani industry in Ta-
mil Nadu, include Dindigul
Thalappakatti, Junior Kup-
panna, Buhari, Anjappar,
Salem RR Biryani, Ponnu-
samy, and SS Hyderabadi
Biryani, among others. In
addition to these well-
known brands, there is a
vast network of mid-sized
establishments operating
under various names. Fur-
thermore, countless push-
cart vendors serve biryani
throughout the day and
night, contributing to the
widespread availability of
this popular dish.

All-time hit: There are countless push-cart vendors serving biryani throughout the day and night,
contributing to the widespread availability of this popular dish. FILE PHOTO

“The primary regions
known for biryani in Tamil
Nadu are the Kongu region
— the Coimbatore belt, as
well as the Ambur and Din-
digul regions. Some of the
famous styles are Chennai
Muslim biryani (basmati
rice), Kongu biriyani (See-

raga samba rice), Chetti-
nad  biryani, Ambur
style biryani, Wallajah

style biryani and Dindigul
style biryani,” explained
Balachandar R., executive

Source: The Hindu, 26 December 2024, p.2

Land cleared for OMR-ECR Link Road

Long-Pending 204.2cr Project Set To Ease Congestion In South Chennai

director, Junior Kuppanna,
who has done an extensive
research on the biryani
market in Tamil Nadu. Ju-

nior  Kuppanna  sells
around 1.2 million biryanis
per year.

With 65 outlets across
Tamil Nadu, the famous
Dindigul  Thalappakatti,
one of the biggest players
in this space sells around
5,000 to 6,000 kg of birya-
ni per day. It's Managing
Director, Sathish D. Naga-

samy, said that the num-
bers vary depending on
festival days and wee-
kends.

Abdul Rahim, founder
of Mount Road Bilal, said:
“I'm not a quantity player -
I focus more on quality
and we cook biryani every
two hours and then serve.
We don’t make it in the
morning and keep it the
whole day. We make 300-
400 kg of biryani each
day,” he added.

Price points for biryani
vary widely depending on
the establishment and type
of meat (chicken, mutton).
At roadside shops, a chick-
en biryani can be priced as
low as 100 per plate. Mut-
ton biryani is typically
priced higher due to the
cost of the meat. Popular
brands offer biryani in the
range of €250 to ¥400 per
plate. Some premium
brands sell biryani at TI600
per plate, while high-end
hotels and restaurants
charge over 1,600 per
plate.

Those tracking the food
business say that despite
the pricing, mutton is the
clear favourite while chick-
en is considered a pocket-
friendly option.

Taj Coromandel’s Gilli
Biryani, crafted over two
decades ago, remains a fa-
vourite choice among bi-
ryani enthusiasts. “Gilli Bi-
ryani’s demand is very
impressive and high, espe-
cially considering its signa-
ture status at Taj Coroman-
del’s Anise in Chennai. On
a regular day, we sell ap-
prox. 60 to 70 portions,”
said Ronald Menezes, Ho-

tel Manager, Taj Coroman-
del.

According a report by
Swiggy titled, ‘How Chen-
nai Swiggy’d in 2024°, “The
city devoured 46.1
lakh  Chicken  Birya-
nis! Enough for a biryani
mountain. A user laid the
foundation of this moun-
tain by ordering 66 of them
in one single order.” This
statistics is based on data
collected from January 01
to November 22, 2024.

Given the growing de-
mand for biryani, start-ups
and masala brands are also
seizing the opportunity to
capitalise on this booming
market.  Chennai-based
start up Cookd is selling
about 30,000 biryani kits
every month, that helps
make Biryani for about 1
lakh people every month.
“We wanted to build a pro-
duct that people could use
almost every week,” said
Aathitiyan, founder and
CEQ, Cookd.

Whether enjoyed at a
modest roadside stall or a
sophisticated restaurant,
biryani in Tamil Nadu is
not just a meal for food lov-
ers..... it’s an experience!

Ram Sund
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The long-delayed
OMR-ECR Link Road project
in South Chennai is set to mo-
ve forward as the state high-
ways department prepares to
acquire nearly 90 private pro-
perties including razing 58
multi-storey residential buil-
dings in Neelankaraiand Sho-
linganallur. Launched in 2020
at an estimated %204.2 crore,
thel.4-km project aims to ease
congestion in the IT corridor
by directly connecting the two
keyroads.

The first phase involves
constructing a road on OMR
side and a bridge over Buck-
ingham Canal, while the se-
cond focuses on building a ro-
adon ECRside. Work beganin
2021 (opposite Thoraipak-
kam’s BSR Mall), completing
a670-metre stretch on OMR si-
de, but stalled due to land ac-

Source: The Times of India, 14 December 2024, p. 4

Pic: R Ramesh Shankar
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Canal, while the second focuses on building a road on ECR side

quisition hurdles on ECR si-
de.

With litigation nearing re-
solution, highways depart-
ment has issued notices to ac-
quire3.2acresof privateland,
an effort estimated to cost 7142
crore, as per a RTI reply from
the department’s Chennai

Metropolitan  Development
Plan wing.

Varadhan Ananthappan,
who filed the RTI appeal, said
the link road would reduce
travel time to Chennai Inter-
national Airport from ECR to
under 40 minutes, offering a
direct connection to 200-Feet

Thoraipakkam-Pallavaram
Radial Road. The highways
has also proposed a rotary fly-
over at Thoraipakkam junc-
tion and a 2.1-km high-level
bridge extending to Pallikara-
nai's Kamatchi Hospital june-
tion.

Existing OMR-ECR con-
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nections are at least 10 km
apart. Vehiclesrely on conges-
ted LB Road in Thiruvanmiy-
ur or Sholinganallur junc-
tion, often leading to grid-
locks during peak hours. Inte-
rior roads, mostly unsuitable
for two-way traffic, are frequ-
ently clogged by bikers, for-
cing four-wheelers to wait for
long at major junctions.

Positioned between Sho-
linganallur and Thiruvanmi-
yur, the upcoming link road
promises toresolve these issu-
es and benefit 30,000 vehicles
daily. G Satish, a resident-acti-
vist from OMR, criticised
land acquisition delays. “If
Chennai Metro Rail Limited
can expediteland acquisition,
why is highways department
taking years? We've also been
requesting a link road betwe-
en Sholinganallur and Kelam-
bakkam along OMR, and we
hope govt allocates funds for
thatsoon.”



How Metro Connectivity and Luxury Projects Are Changing North Chennai's Game

EINVE

Vivek imesofindia.com

nce defined by sprawling ancestral homes

and joint families, North Chennai is un-

dergoing a dramatic transformation. Over

the next five years, luxury gated commu-

nities are set to redefine the skyline. De-
velopers have sought planning permissions from the
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority (CMDA)
for at least 13 highrise projects across Madhavaram
and Royapuram.

For J Ranjan, a logistics professional, purchasing
ahome in Thiruvottiyur was more than just a financial
milestone—it was a return to his roots. Growing up in
the neighbourhood, surrounded by close frriends and
familiar streets, the 29-year-old chose nostalgia over
novelty. Today, he enjoys the lifestyle his modern gated
community offers, from serene parks toa bustling club-
house, while staying connected to the place that shaped
his childhood.

“For outsiders, North Chennai is often associated
with Kasimedu, Royapuram and industrial zones. But
for us, it's home —and it's transforming,” Ranjan says.
“With better connectivity to railway stations, hospitals,
and even an upcoming mall, the area has evolved while
remaining affordable compared to South Chennai.
That’s why I chose to invest in the place I grew up.”

The shift is evident in the numbers. Residential
launches in North Chennai surged 12-fold in four years,
from 285 units in 2020 to 3,485 in 2024, driven largely by
the metro rail's expansion. “Until recently, North Chen-
nai wasn’t a preferred residential destination due to
poor connectivity with southern parts of the city ...
that is changing now;” said Mohammed Ali, president
of Credai Chennai.

This growth, however, is largely driven by local
demand. “Families that became nuclear still prefer
staying in their native areas. Many are transitioning
from traditional bungalows to spacious three-bedroom
apartments or even ultra-luxury options within gated
communities,” says Sanjay Chugh, director at Anarock
Property Consultants. He predicts a potential “reverse
migration” from South Chennai to North Chennai as
metro connectivity improves.

Real estate developers are keenly watching this
trend. Bala Ramajeyam, managing director of G Square
Realtors, attributes the boom to enhanced connectiv-
ity through Outer Ring Road (ORR) and metro rail.
“The ORR bridged the gap between North and South
Chennai. Northern areas, which lacked vertical devel-
opment for years, are now seeing significant interest.
At the same time, plotted developments are also in
demand,” he says.

The demand is particularly high for homes ranging
from 1,400 to 2,000 sq ft. “Madhavaram and Moolakadai
are seeing good traction, thanks to their connectivity,”
says Manoj Vasudevan, chief sales and marketing of-
ficer at DRA Homes.

VSl

CROWD PULLER

. MICRO MARKETS AND

DEMAND DRIVERS

MADHAVARAM | Connectivity, affordable land
parcels, upcoming projects, strategic location

THIRUVOTTIYUR | Connectivity, nostalgia-
driven purchases by locals, affordable pricing
compared to South Chennai

ROYAPURAM | connectivity, redevelopment of
older properties, interest from local businessmen

MOOLAKADAI | Connectivity, increasing
infrastructure projects, strategic location near
North Chennai's commercial centres

MANALI | Proximity to industrial areas and
logistics hubs, affordable land prices and
opportunities for plotted development

KODUNGAIYUR | Access to metro rail routes
and highways, growing interest due to affordable
pricing and untapped potential for residential
projects

PERAMBUR | A well-connected neighbourhood
with facilities such as railways, metro rail and
roads, proximity to workplaces, schools, hospitals

PROJECT LAUNCH STATUS
YEAR PROJECTS UNITS
2020 | 11 285

2021 | 22| 10648

22 | I 5 | 234

2023 | I 21 791

22 | S
Total 106 17,553

Source: The Times of India, 4 December 2024, p. 2
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BULLISH: There is an
unprecedented
interest from real
estate houses in
grabbing up land
parcels in North
Chennai




30 state PSUs continue to ail in TN,
Tangedco tops loss-making PSUs

Times NEws NETWORK

s many as 30 state public sector
A?ndertakings (PSU) continue to
truggle with Tangedco topping

the list of loss making PSUs,
According to the General Purpose
Financial Report of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India (CAG) for
the year ended March 2022, tabled in
the state legislative assembly on Tues-

day, Tangedco suffered a loss of

Z11,000 crore in 2021-22, while
various divisions of Tamil Nadu
State Transport Corporations
and State Express Transport
Corporation have together in-
curred a loss of 26,622 crore the
same year.

The report said out of the 68 state
govt companies taken up for scrutiny,
30 suffered losses in 2021-22 to the tune
of 722,192 crore. Their accumulated
losses rose to ¥1.8 lakh crore in March
2022. The report highlighted the woes
of Tangedco which has been burdened
by severe losses for the past several
years.

Of the 222,192 crore loss by 30 PSUs,
a sizeable chunk of 215,357 crore was

contributed by three PSUs in the pow-
er sector that included Tangedco and
Tamil Nadu Transmission Corporation
(Tantransco).

The CAG report recommended set-
ting up of an expert committee to iden-
tify operational inefficiencies and pre-
pare a time-bound plan to revise loss
making PSUs. Also, the business mod-
els of the loss-making PSUs should be
analysed in order to address the root
cause of the losses. In case the
business model is not sustain-

able then the govt should close
the PSU in order to avoid fur-
ther strain on the government
exchequer, the report said.

Of the 34 PSUs which earned

profit in 2021-22, four had profits
of more than 2100 crore. These include
Tamil Nadu Power Finance and Infra-
structure Development Corporation,
Tamil Nadu Industrial Development
Corporation, State Industries Promo-
tion Corporation and Tamil Nadu Ce-
ments Corporation. Six PSUs, includ-
ing the Tamil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation, which suffered losses the
previous yvear, had earned profits in
2021-22.

Source: The Times of India, 11 December 2024, p. 2

TENVol. | Issue 8 | December 2024 | Page 24



Product firms and
Global Capability
Centres Get Their
Hands On The Creme
De La Creme Of
City Colleges
Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

lobal capability centres

(GCCs) and IT product

companies have surpassed

IT service majors in cam-

pus hiring, offering more

jobs to students. Campuses such as

Anna University, SSN College of Engi-

neering and Vellore Institute of Tech-

nology (VIT) have seen a surge in job

offers from GCCs, with pay packages
starting at 6 lakh per annum.

Students are drawn to GCCs due

to better compensation, clarity on

career paths, and attractive benefits

such as two days offs every week.

Colleges have witnessed an increase

in students receiving pay pack-

ages above 220 lakh, with 94

Ilustration: Shinod Akkaraparambil

students from Anna University alone
receiving such offers.

Hiring is mostly for full-stack devel-
opers and software development engi-
neering. At Anna University, 253 out of
684 job offers came from GCCs and IT
product companies. VIT saw 50% of its
8,000 job offers come from GCCs.

Experts attribute this trend to
the rapid growth of GCCs, which
are also attracting students for their
high-end architecture and design
roles and next-gen digital areas at
hefty salaries.

“The number of students getting
above %20 lakh per annum increased
from 70 last vear to 94 this year,” said K
Shanmuga Sundaram, director, Centre
for University Industry
Collaboration, Anna
University. IT services
majors, including TCS, issued 95 offers
so far at the campus. “One of the top
IT service companies offered less than
24 lakh a year pay. Most students from
Anna University campuses didn’t turn
up for the interview.

Due to the slowdown, IT service
companies did not visit campuses
last year.

Of 400 companies that visited Vel-

lore Institute of Technology this
vear, 300 of them are GCCs. “Of
8,000 total job offers we re-
ceived this year, 50%
of them were GCCs.
At the end of the
placement sea-
son, it can go

up to 70%,”

CORE COMPETENCY

said V Samuel Rajkumar, director, ca-
reer development centre, VIT.

Other colleges, including SSN Col-
lege of Engineering, Rajalakshmi
Engineering College, Chennai Insti-
tute of Technology, and SRM Easwari
Engineering College, also recorded
a considerable increase in job offers
from GCCs this year. These colleges
accounted for 20% to 50% of total of-
fers from GCCs and IT product com-
panies this year.

“We see a lot of GCCs, including
Bank of New York Mellon, Barclays,
Adidas, Goldman Sachs, and Caterpil-
lar, coming for hiring this year,” said
Princely Samuel S, director, training
and placements, Loyola College. They
recruit for finance and
accounting, and business
analyst job roles.

Industry experts attribute this to
the rapid growth of GCCs. “As GCCs
are growing at a rapid pace, they are
not only hiring more but are also pay-
ing handsome salaries to freshers,”
said Ramkumar Ramamoorthy, part-
ner at Catalines and former CMD,
Cognizant India.

“Given that GCCs hire for high-end
architecture and design roles and next-
gen digital areas such as smart manu-
facturing, advanced analytics and Al,
product and platform development, and
cyber security, they pay substantially
higher salaries to attract the best can-
didates from across educational insti-
tutions,” he added. Ramkumar Rama-
moorthy also said that IT companies
will come for just-in-time hiring due to
large cost take-out deals and the finan-
cial services segment.

Employment

Campus hiring: GCCs outshine
IT majors with hefty pay

A look at offers made by companies
this year in city colleges

TOTAL NO. OF OFFERS: [N 2024 I 2023
9% OF GCCS AND IT PRODUCT 0s: (1)

| nsruion [

Anna University
I 684
I 344
SSN College of Engineering
. 510
I 490
Rajalakshmi Engineering College
. D 1,075
7 ()
Chennai Institute of Technology
I 632
) 630
SRM Easwari Engineering College
I 530 ‘
I 380 s
N 4
PAY PACKAGE: WHAT STUDENTS
Blakh/year to ::;FER —
44 er pay package, clari
lakh/year on job role and career path,
= better work environment,
d@ two days off
AREAS
GCCs hire for high-end
architecture and design
roles and next-gen digital
Apart areas such as smart
“ from manufacturing, advanced
analytics and Al, product
GCCs, | also and platform development,
. and cyber security
m‘!&" !""“9| SKILLS REQUIRED
and smaller Students must clear
multiple rounds, need to
players have exceptional coding
Ramkumar skills, problem solving
skills and should clear
5: E};ﬂ‘,’fﬂ"" aptitude tests

Source: The Times of India,
7 December 2024, p. 2

NIT Tiruchy to set up I150-crore research and innovation hub

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

NIT Tiruchy (NITT) is setting
upaZlsl-croreresearch andin-
novation hub that will focus on
state-of-the-art technologies, in-
cluding quantum computing,
semiconductors, generative ar-
tificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning.

acres of land on the campus,

At an event

in Chennai on
Monday, NITT
Director announced
the Global Alumni

development and incubation

Aghila said, “The hub will pro-
vide a platform for alumni-stu-
dent mentorship, promote a
startup ecosystem and grow
industry-led projects.” We are

Meet 2025 will already executing research
begin an January &, projects for the DRDO, Depart-
1025 | express

ment of Science & Technology,

ISRO, L&T and Tata Steel, to

name a few, the director said.
The director also announced

ni association RECAL, will be
held on January 4, 2025, at the
ITC Grand Chola in Chennai.
Aghila said the event will bring
together an illustrious group
of alumni, including Tata
Group Chairperson N Chan-
drasekaran as the chief guest,
IT Minister Dr Palanivel Thia-
ga Rajan as the guest of hon-

Of the total estimate, 100
crore will be used for the build-
ing, to be constructed on 20

our. Gopi Kallayil, Chief Busi
ness Strategist for Al at Google,
will deliver keynote address.

and the rest to purchase equip-
ment. The initiative will ex-
pand NITT’s entrepreneurship

programme.
During a press briefing on
Monday, NITT Director Dr G

that the Global Alumni Meet
2025, organised by NITT alum-

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 December 2024, p.2
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Vishwakarma scheme attracts over
8.5 lakh applications from Tamil Nadu

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

As many as 8.52 lakh appli-
cations have been received
from Tamil Nadu for Prad-
han Mantri Vishwakarma
Yojana (PMVY), a Central
government scheme that
has come in for strong ob-
jection from the State
government.

The detail regarding the
number of applications
was provided in a reply by
Union Minister of State for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) Shob-
ha Karandlaje, in the Lok
Sabha on Thursday.

The scheme, which was
launched on September 17,
2023, attracted a total of
2,61 crore applications
from across the country, as
on December 6.

Only one beneficiary
from Tamil Nadu, as per
the response, has been re-
gistered. However, an offi-
cial in the State’s MSME De-
partment said there is
“absolutely no way of us
having cleared any applica-
tion,” as the government
has not put in place any
mechanism for the verifi-
cation of applications.

Neither has the basic
task of screening of appli-
cations been done by vil-
lage administrative officers
(VAQOs) nor has the district-
level committees, headed
by Collectors, been set up
for approving recommen-
dations of VAQs, the official
added.

The scheme attracted a total of 2.61 crore applications from
across the country, as on December 6. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

Under such circum-
stances, the software sys-
tem, governing the PMVY,
might have registered, on
its own, the purported sole
beneficiary.

In fact, the manner of
verification is one of the is-
sues over which the State
government has differed
with the Central govern-
ment. As per the Union go-
vernment’s guidelines, the
first step of screening for
the artisans and craftspeo-
ple enrolled under the
scheme will be through
the head of village pan-
chayat/chairman of village
council or executive head/
administrator of the urban
local body.

But the State govern-
ment’s position is that the
VAOs, who come under the
jurisdiction of the Revenue
department, have to be
involved.

Asked whether the State
government will automati-
cally bring under its fold

Source: The Hindu, 23 December 2024, p.2

for its scheme - Kalaignar
Kaivinai Thittam (KKT) - all
those who had applied for
the Central scheme, a top
official of the State govern-
ment replied that the appli-
cants have to apply afresh
through the portal deve-
loped for the scheme
(bit.ly/3BIGAQL).

‘Simple process’
Asserting that the applica-
tion process for the State’s
scheme is “much simple,”
the top official says that the
stipulations regarding the
eligibility, including age,
are “slightly different from
the Viswakarma scheme.”
Those who are aged above
35 years are eligible under
the KKT, with five years of
minimum experience in
one of the listed 25 trades.
Under the scheme, a
credit-linked subsidy up to
350,000 [or 25% of the
loan value] will be offered,
with the maximum credit
being %3 lakh. The State go-
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vernment has permitted
the Tamil Nadu Industrial
Cooperative (TAICO)
Bank to set apart I75 crore
under the Kalaignar Credit
Assistance Scheme for
KKT. The coverage of the
State Credit Guarantee
Scheme will be modified
to accommeodate services
and trades for loans under
KKT.

Skill training

As part of the training com-
ponent of the State govern-
ment’s scheme, there will
be trade-specific skill train-
ing and entrepreneurship
development training,.

While no income ceiling
has been fixed, the govern-
ment’s guidelines make it
clear that those who
availed themselves of sub-
sidy, valued greater than
71.5 lakh in the last five
years, under any of the go-
vernment’s schemes for
self-employment or busi-
ness expansion, are not
eligible to apply.

However, in the case of
those who have repaid
their loans under various
schemes, including the
New Entrepreneur-cum-
Enterprise Development
Scheme (NEEDS), exemp-
tions will be considered.

As per the portal, on Fri-
day (December 13) morn-
ing, 519 applications have
been received. The State
government’s idea is to
cover 10,000 artisans an-
nually with 3,000 benefici-
aries in the current year.



TN loses top spot in
med college count to

K’taka, UP in 2024

SEAT BATTLE 252

pank | Name of the Number of UG seats in Medical college
State/UT 2023-24 2024-25
1 | Karnataka I 11,745 12,545
2 | uttarpradesh | I 9,903 12,425
3 | Tamil Nadu I 11550 12,050
4 | Maharashtra I 10,845 11,845
5 | Telangana B 4% 9,040
6 Gujarat | | 7,150 7,250
7 | Rajasthan 5,575 6,475
8 Andhra Pradesh | [N 6,485 6,785
9 | West Bengal | 5,275 5475
10 | Kerala = 4,655 4,905

Source: Lok Sabha questions

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has lost
its position as the state with
the maximum number of med-
ical colleges or undergraduate
medical seats. The health de-
partment hasfailed toadd new
medical colleges or increase
seats in existing medical col-
leges in the past two years.

The Centre increased the
number of MBBS seats from
108,940 in 2023-24 to 118,137 in
2024-25, said Union minister of
statefor health and family wel-
fare Anupriya Patel in re-
sponse to a question raised by
Nagapattinam MP V. Selvaraj
in Parliament. The approved
1.18 lakh seats comprise 60,422
seats in govt medical colleges
and57,715seats in private med-
ical colleges.

Karnataka has 12,545 medi-
cal seats, followed by 12,425
seats in Uttar Pradesh and
12,050 seats in Tamil Nadu.
Maharashtra has 11,845 seats.
All other states have fewer
than 10,000 seats. Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram and Naga-
land have 100 MBBS seatseach.

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) granted
permission to 780 medical col-
leges in the country. Uttar Pra-
desh has 86 medical colleges,
the highest number in the
country, followed by Maha-
rashtra (80) and Tamil Nadu
(77). Karnataka has 73 medical
colleges, and Telangana has
65. Andaman and Nicobar,
Arunachal Pradesh, Chandi-
garh, Dadra Nagar Haveli,
Goa, Mizoram, Meghalaya,
Nagaland and Sikkim have
one medical collegeeach.

The Centre provides finan-

cial and technical support to
states and UTs to strengthen
healthcare systems based on
requirements posted by them
in the programme implemen-
tation plans within their over-
all resource envelope. The
NMC, while issuing a letter of
permission to start a medical
college, ensures the availabili-
ty of faculty and other staff, as
per their norms through phys-
ical assessmentof the college.

Of the 76 medical colleges
in the state, the health depart-
ment runs 36. The remaining
are self-financing colleges, pri-
vate universities and deemed
universities. Since the estab-
lishment of eleven new colleg-
es in 2021, no new govt colleges
were started in TN.

Health minister Ma Subra-
manian said the state had
sought funds from the Centre
to start new colleges in six dis-
tricts. “It is the policy of the
state to start at least one medi-
calcollege inevery district. We
make a request every time we
meet the Union health minis-
ter. Ourdistrict collectors have
also beenasked tolook forland
parcels,” he said. However, for
nearly three years, there have
been no additional seats in the
govt medical colleges.

Director of Medical Educa-
tion DrJ Sangumani had earli-
ertold TOIthat the state health
department had  sought
NMC's approval to increase 50
undergraduate seats in each
of thell medical colleges start-
ed in 2021. If this happened, Ta-
mil Nadu would increase its
seats in 36 govt medical colleg-
es by 550 MBBS seats to 5,600
for admissions in 2025-26, he
said.

Source: The Times of India, 15 December 2024, p. 6
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Govt school students
fly out to Singapore

for education tour

BON VOYAGE: Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi with students

-h,' |

BT

Preetika P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: At the Anna Cente-
nary Library, 42 govt school
students from Classes VIto IX
huddled together, discussing
what they might see in Singa-
pore.

“Will the Christmas lights
on Orchard Road stretch for
miles?” one student wonde-
red, while another asked, “Do
they celebrate Christmas like
we do at home?” These stu-
dents left for Singapore on
Monday for a five-day educa-
tional tour after winning ac-
colades in district and state-
level co-curricular competi-
tions.

From Tuesday, they will be
visiting Singapore’s land-
marks, including Marina Bay
Sands, Sentosa Island and vi-
brant streets of Chinatown.
For many students, this isthe-

irfirsttripabroad.ShaliniS,a
Class VI student from Krish-
nagiri, was excited but nervo-
us. “This is my first timeon a
plane. I'm looking forward to
seeing the oceanarium at Sen-
tosa and tasting local food.”
Like Shalini, many students
come from districts such as
Chennai, Tiruvannamalai,
Villupuram and Cuddalore.
School education minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi,
who met the students at Anna
Centenary Library’s confe-
rence hall on Monday, said,
“This initiative not only gives
international exposure butal-
so boosts the confidence of
our students. It shows them
that hard work and talent are
recognised.” The department
also plans to expand funding
for educational tours if parti-
cipation increases next year.

Source: The Times of India, 24 December 2024, p. 2
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TN forms panel to revise
block grant to 10 state univs
REVISION OF BLOCK GRANTS

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Inafirststeptore-
vive financially struggling
state universities, the state
higher education depart-
ment formed a seven-mem-
ber committee to revise
block granttol0stateuniver-
sities, including the Univer-
sity of Madras and Madurai
Kamaraj University.

Block grant is the fun-
ding from the state govt toall
state universities to cover
the salary of the sanctioned
posts by the govt. Many state
universities are struggling
to pay salaries and pensions
to their staff and retired
staff members due to insuffi-
cient funds.

The committee, headed
by secretary (expenditure),
will include the commissio-
ner of technical education,
commissioner of collegiate
education, additional secre-
tary (finance), deputy secre-
tary(universities)of the hig-
her education department,
director-general of audit or
his representative, and
member-secretary of Tamil
Nadu State Council for Hig-
her Education as members.

The committee was given
three months to determine
the revision of block grants
from 2025-26. “They will con-
sider staff strength (tea-
ching, non-teaching) sanc-
tioned by govt, income and
expenditure trend analysis,
net deficit, scale of pay re-
commended by state pay
commission and University
Grants Commission and

> Higher education
department to revise block
grant to 10 state universities

Z)

» The seven-member
committee will look into
sanctioned staff strength, state
pay commission and UGC scale
of pay, income and expenditure
trends, deficit among other
factors for revising block grants

» The committee will
submit a report in three
months

DEMAND | State universities
want block grants increased,
one time pardon for audit
objections and monthly

salaries for sanctioned posts
and accepting pension
liabilities from state govt

norms on faculty-students
ratio,” a govt order issued by
higher education secretary
K Gopal said.

“Though govt is not obli-
ged to fund for salary or pen-
sion of the university sug-
gesting a framework for sus-
tenance of the universities,”
the order added.

The committee constitu-
ted by the State Planning
Commission to evaluate the
financial position of state
universities recommended
revising the block grant on-
ce in five years for all state
universities. The block
grant was previously revi-
sed in 2015-16. “The state uni-
versities are burdened by
pension liabilities. The cor-
pus fund of the University of
Madras isnoteven able toco-
ver 50% of pension liabiliti-
es. Other universities like
Madurai Kamaraj Universi-
ty are also facing the same
problem,” said P Duraisamy;,
former vice-chancellor of
Madras University.

“This move may help to

Source: The Times of India, 4 December 2024, p. 4

resolvethefinancial crisisto
some extent. However, they
have to form a committee to
resolve financial issues of
state universities and sug-
gest alternative ways for ge-
neratingrevenue,” headded.

The order also asked all
registrars of state universi-
ties to submit the details for
fixing the block grant. State
govtisnotgivingblock grant
to Anna University and Ta-
mil Nadu Teacher Educa-
tion University citing sur-
plusrevenue.

Professors from Anna
University said the universi-
ty’s revenue declined follo-
wing the decision to give all
pass to students who had ar-
rears. “The university used
to generate¥400crore by con-
ducting arrear exams. Wit-
hout compensating for the
revenue loss, the state govt
declared all pass during
2020. We will also meet the fa-
te of other universities if
state govt does not give block
grants,” said a professor of
theuniversity.
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TN students in a fix over
UGC’s new rules for UG/PG

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com
Chennai: Class XII students
in Tamil Nadu, where there
are no entrance exams for
UG/PG courses, are unlik-
ely tobe ableto takeadvanta-
ge of University Grants
Commission’s flexibility of
joining any UG degree next

year.

Academics say TN sho-
uld continue with the pre-
sent policy of UG admis-
sions based on Class XII bo-
ard exam marks, fearing the
draft UGC (Minimum Stan-
dards of Instructions in the
Award of UG and PG Degre-
es) Regulations 2024 relea-
sed on Thursday may lead to
adecline in quality of degre-
es and create confusion.

The draft rules allow any
Class XII student to pursue
any UG degreeafter clearing
anational level or university
level entrance test. It also in-
cludes multiple entry and
exits indegree programmes,

accelerated and extended
degrees, and twice-a-year
admission, among others.
UGC has given time until
Dec 23 for all stakeholders to
give their feedback on its
website.

The All India Save Edu-
cation Committee wants the
new rules withdrawn. “Hig-
her educational institutions
lack infrastructure, classro-
oms, and teachers. Whatever
discipline there is in the hig-
her education system would
beshattered. We demand the
immediate withdrawal of
these new regulations,” said
Biswajit Mitra, treasurer.

Some fear allowing a stu-
dent to pursue 50% skill-re-
lated courses in UG pro-
grammes will create gradua-
tes without any deep know-
ledge. “It will also take away
the importance of the core
subject,” said S Suresh, se-
cretary of the Tamil Nadu
Govt Collegiate Teachers’
Association. Admission twi-

ce a year will create confu-
sion. Otherssuggestabridge
course along with the ent-
rance test. Madras Christian
College principal Paul Wil-
son said arts group students
keen on takingup science co-
urse need a foundational co-
urse. “Anentrance test alone
willnot beabletofillthe lear-
ning gap.”

Sastra University vice-
chancellor S Vaidhyasubra-
maniam said that while
draft regulations provide
scope for learner flexibility
and multidisciplinary op-
tions, the idea of allowing
two degreesat the same time
will affect learning outco-
mes. Madras University Tea-
chers Association General
Secretary C Murugan said
providing multiple exit op-
tions may encourage more
dropouts rather than reent-
ry. “Flexibility for students
as a broad idea is welcome.
However, framing the rules
requires careful thought.”

Source: The Times of India,
7 December 2024, p. 2

TRB to hold test for college faculty

It Is Now Nodal Agency To Conduct State Eligibility Test For Next Three Years

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Forthe nextthree
yvears, Teachers Recruit-
ment Board (TRB) will con-
duct State Eligibility Test
(SET) for aspiring college
faculty members.

The state govt nomina-
ted Manonmaniam Sunda-
ranar University, Tirunel-
veli, to conduct the eligibili-
ty test for 2023-24. However,
the university did not con-
duct SET for the specified
period.

“The govt, after careful
examination, decided to no-
minate TRB as the ‘nodal
agency’ for conducting SET
for a period of three years

period

from 2024-25 to 2026-27 on be-
half of the state govt as per
the guidelines formulated by
the UGC,” higher education
secretary K Gopal said in a
govtorder issued onDec17.
“Tamil Nadu state coun-
cil for higher education
member-secretary is requ-
ested to supervise the work
of TRB in conducting SET.
TRB secretary is requested

Source: The Times of India, 23 December 2024, p. 4

Manonmaniam Sundaranar Univer-
sity, Tirunelveli, was to to conduct
the eligibility test for 2023-24 but
did not do so for the specified

to obtain clearance from
UGC before conducting the
test,” he further said in the
order.

However, the govt order
did not provide any reasons
for changing the nodal
agency. Around one lakh
candidates applied for SET
advertised by MS Universi-
ty. The exam was scheduled
to be held on June 7 and 8.

However, it was postponed
by the university for techni-
calreasons.

“TRBislikely to conduct
the test for candidates who
applied to the exam. There

may not be a fresh notifica-

tion for inviting applica-
tions,” asource said.
Thisdecision hasevoked
mixed reactions from the
aspirantsand professors.
“There were allegations
of corruption in the tests
conducted by stateuniversi-
ties earlier. TRB will con-
duct the state-level exams
better than any university.
Further, the scope for cor-
ruption is less,” said S Su-
resh, general secretary of
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the Tamil Nadu govt college
teachers’ association
(TNGCTA).

NET SLET association
said that there are more
than one lakh NET, SET qu-
alified, and PhD holders wa-
iting for employment, and
there is no urgency to con-
duct SET.

“SET should be conduc-
ted only for the subjects that
were not covered in the
UGC-NET. TRB notification
for assistant professors al-
lowed the candidates who
applied for SET 2024 to app-
lyfortherecruitmentexam.
It is not fair,” said S Swami-
nathan, advisor to the NET
SLET Association.



Govt school students to have email
IDs for better communication

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Students of class
IX in govt and govt-aided
schools across the state
will get individual email
IDs as communication in
most higher educational
institutions is predomi-
nantly online.

Schools have been in-
structed to help students
setup theiraccounts.

Weekly career guidance
sessions by trained tea-
chers found that email IDs
would help younger stu-
dents streamline commu-
nication and prepare bet-
ter. During these sessions,
which are held weekly, stu-
dents can use the school’s
laboratory and computer
systems to set up their ac-
counts. These email IDs

These email IDs must be
uploaded to the
educational management
information system — a
digital platform that
connects schools,
teachers and students

must be uploaded to the
educational management
information system — a di-
gital platform connecting
schools, teachers and stu-
dents.

Higher education insti-
tutions, including enginee-
ring, polytechnic, vocatio-
nal and arts and science
colleges, require students
to use email for admis-
sions, syllabus updates,
grievances, circulars and
exam notifications, said

Source: The Times of India, 21 December 2024, p. 4

schooleducationdirectorS
Kannappan.

“Until now, email IDs
were created only for class
XII students. Younger stu-
dents need email IDs for va-
rious reasons. For instan-
ce, class X become eligible
for polytechnicadmissions
after clearing boards,” he
said.

Similarly, career gui-
dance programmes, integ-
rated into the govt school
curriculum in 2022, was
initially targeted at classes
XIand XII.

Now, it's extended to
classes IX and X. The de-
partment says career gui-
dance programmes and ef-
forts to create emails are a
part of its plan to improve
the Gross Enrollment Ratio
(GER)in higher education.

State sanctions 58 cr in first phase
to upgrade hi-tech labs in 175 schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE School Education Depart-
ment recently issued a govern-
ment order sanctioning #57.8
crore in the first phase to
upgrade hi-tech labora-
tories in 175 govern-
ment higher secondary
schools across the ©
state, 7
The initiative, align-
ing with the state govern-
ment's announcement on the
same recently at the Assembly,
will ensure one computer for
every five students enrolled in
the Computer Science and Ap-
plications group at each school.

It will be completed in three
phases at a total estimate of
F270.8 crore, according to the
G.0. At present, 2,82,021 stu-
dents are enrolled in the Com-

puter Science and Applica-
tions group across 2,903

schools.

According to a 2019
(3.0., the hi-tech labora-
tories were established

at3,090 high schools and

2,939 higher secondary
schools at 520 crore. Each high
school was equipped with 10
computers while higher sec-
ondary schools received 20.
Owverall, 89.680 computers,
along with servers and other

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 December 2024, p.2

devices, were provided. Accord-
ing to the department, the Com-
puter Science syllabus has
since been revised to include
the advancements in the field,
necessitating the upgrade.

In the first phase, 175 schools
with high student strength
were selected. As part of the
upgrade, 56,423 computers,
along with headphones, split-
ters, tables, chairs, UPS batter-
ies and routers among others,
will be supplied. The depart-
ment has allocated $48,000 per
computer, including accesso-
ries. The Tamil Nadu Textbook
and Educational Services Cor-
poration will float the tenders.
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FSG to ensure schemes get
implemented in tribal schools

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE tribal welfare department,
which manages 320 schools in
tribal areas, will soon establish
a functional support group
{FSG) in order to oversee the
implementation of government
schemes in the schools and to
identify the need for spe-
cific changes so as to ca-
ter to its students. The
group will also be re-
sponsible for the man-
agement of residential
schools and introducing
social-emotional learning
programimes.

The FSG aims to improve
foundational learning for stu-
dents in classes 1 to 5 while in-
troducing life skills and emo-
tional resilience curricula for
classes 6 to 12. It will identify
and address learning gaps, pro-
vide teacher training, and as-
sess student culture to deter-
mine necessary life skills. For

residential schoaols, the FSG will
pinpoint infrastructural gaps to
enhance education quality
Officials emphasise the need
to equip tribal students with es-
sential interpersonal skills, in-
cluding communication. The
FSG will monitor existing
schemes, address gaps, and col-
lect data for evidence-bhased
pProgrammes.

Currently, 24439 stu-
dents attend tribal wel-
fare schools, including
8,409 in primary;, 3,958 in

middle, 3,521 in high, and

8,551 in higher secondary
schools. This initiative is expect-
ed tobring much-needed special-
ised attention to these schools.
Officials highlight that tribal stu-
dents often have limited expo-
sure compared to their urban
counterparts, making life skills
education crucial. By providing
these skills, the FSG aims to em-
power tribal students and help
them thrive.

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 December 2024, p.2

Tribal hamlets in Kalvarayan Hills to
get micro vans for taking kids to school

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

WORKING towards addressing
the challenges faced by chil-
dren from tribal areas in ac-
cessing formal education, the
Tribal Welfare Department is
planning to launch a pilot ini-
tiative to provide micro vans to
four schools on Kalvaravan
Hills of Kallakurichi district.

Intribal areas, children have
to trek several kilometres
through hills and forests to
reach the schools due to the
lack of transport facilities.
This also leads to high dropout
rates among the students, leav-
ing them vulnerable to child
labour.

The micro van initiative
aims to provide much-needed
transport to children studying
in classes 1 to 5. According to
Tribal Welfare Department of-
ficials, the facility will first be
launched at schools in Maniva-
rpalayam, Ezhuthur, Kotta-
puthur and Innadu.

Around 800 students are
studying in primary classes in

these four schools. While
Maniyarpalayam and Kot-
taputhur have higher sec-
ondary schools, Ezhuthur
and Innadu have middle
school and primary
school respectively.
The students from
these hamlets lo- |
cated on Kalvaray- |
an Hills at present
have to walk dis-
tances up to 8
km to reach
schools.

“We plan to
launch the —
service by February
and people from the same local-
ity will be appointed as drivers.
The vans will also be utilised
for delivering welfare meas-
ures and responding to emer-
gencies in tribal areas,” said
an official. Based on the re-
sults, the initiative will be ex-
panded to other areas.

A recent survey conducted
by the department revealed
that over 70% of children in
the hamlets in Kalvarayan

Hills walk at
least one kilo-
metre to reach their
school.
This distress, coupled with
comparatively limited aware-
ness on education, has led to
about 35% of the total popula-
tion not receiving formal
education.
The families here are also
economically poor with more
than 75% of the people work-
ing as farmhands and earning
less than ¥5,000 per month.
Furthermore, 7.5% of the peo-
ple migrate to neighbouring .
states for three to six months Source: The New Indian Express,

annually in search of work. 18 December 2024, p.4
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Researchers develop a composite
Child Survival and Health Index to
monitor performance of States, UT.S

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

A team of Indian research-
ers - an econometrist
based out of Chennai and
his two daughters, both
medical professionals -
have built a Child Survival
and Health Index (CSHI)
for Indian States and Union

Territories, wusing data
from the National Family
Health Survey.

K.R. Shanmugam, form-
er Director of the Madras
School of Economics, said
the idea behind developing
the composite CSHI was to
provide a platform to eval-
uate the performance of
India and its various States,
both retrospectively and in
the future.

Health indicators

“While India aims to
achieve developed nation
status by 2047, it compares
poorly on various child
survival and health indica-
tors with notable regional
disparity across the coun-
try. Although it has set tar-
gets to reduce neonatal
and under-5 mortality
rates, in line with the Sus-
tainable Development
Goals, no proper monitor-
ing system is available to

Significant initiative: Vaccination is one of the 11 key indicators

of child survival and health that the authors have listed. FILE PHOTO

assess the overall and re-
gional performance effec-
tively,” the paper pointed
out.

“Developing such an in-
dex will not only help us to
understand the approach
and ability of the govern-
ment in fulfilling its obliga-
tions to child health and
survival, but also identify
regions/areas in which
gaps exist,” Dr. Shanmu-
gam explained.

His daughters, Shakti In-
dra Shanmugam, an alum-
na of Omandurar Govern-
ment Medical College, and
Sri Karthika Shanumga, a
post-doctoral medical fel-
low at Columbia Universi-
ty, the U.S., provided the
health inputs to the paper,
published recently in Child
Indicators Research, a

Source: The Hindu, 21 December 2024, p.2

peer-reviewed journal.
Recently, the National
Institution for Transform-
ing India (NITI Aayog)
, along with the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
and the World Bank, start-
ed publishing an annual
Health Index, a composite
index incorporating 24 in-
dicators, for tracking the
overall performance and
incremental performance
of all the Indian States and
Union Territories. “While
it considers a few child
health indicators, the focus
is also not solely on child
survival and health index,”
Dr. Shanmugam explained.
The authors said they
picked 11 major indicators
as representing child sur-
vival and health: three
from population and hou-
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sehold profile, one each
from infant/child mortality
rates, maternal care, deliv-
ery care, child vaccination
and anaemia among chil-
dren, and three from child
feeding practices and nu-
tritional status of children.

Equal weightage was as-
signed to each parameter
to enable comparisons.

CSHI value

Their evaluation showed
India’s CSHI value in-
creased from 0.49 to 0.52
in four years, pushing it in-
to a better performer cate-
gory. But if the trend conti-
nues, India needs about 30
years to increase its CSHI
value to 0.75 and reach the
top slot. Of 35 regions, five
- Lakshadweep, Puducher-
ry, Kerala, and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands - were clas-
sified as best-performing,
25 as good-performing,
and five as low-perform-
ing.

Dr. Shanmugam added
that the CSHI can also
monitor the effectiveness
of interventions, track
changes in child health ov-
er time, and enable policy-
makers to devise appro-
priate strategies  to
improve the health status
of children.



Study finds high
TB rate among
migrants in TN

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: At least 37% of
migrants across four dis-
tricts in Tamil Nadu were di-
agnosed with tuberculosis, as
per a study jointly conducted
by REACH and StopTB Part-
nership. The study was carri-
ed out in 30 hospitals, inclu-
ding 24 govt hospitals, across
Chennai, Kancheepuram,
Vellore and Coimbatore bet-
ween July 2023 and Dec 2024.

More than 11,000 people
with tuberculosis were scree-
ned, among which 36.5%
(4,300) were identified as mig-
rants. Among these, 1,050 we-
re from Bihar, West Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh and Jhark-
hand. Theremaining 3,250 pa-
tients were from other dis-
tricts within the state.

At least 63% of migrants
were diagnosed with pulmo-
nary TB, a common form of
tuberculosis where the Myco-
bacterium tuberculosis bac-
teria primarily infect the
lungs.

About 37% had extrapul-
monary TB, which occurs
when TB affects parts of the
body other than the lungs.

The study found that 2.2%

of migrants had drug-resis-
tant tuberculosis, a form of
tuberculosis that does not re-
spond to standard treat-
ments, including antibiotics.
Drug-resistant tuberculosis
is more challenging to treat
and requires longer, more
complex treatment regimens
that can be more toxic and
less effective, a doctorsaid.

Director of public health
Dr T S Selvavinayagam said
private organisations played
a crucial role in addressing
migrant healthcare challeng-
es, “Tamil Naduhasmadesig-
nificant strides in TB care.
Now, we must continue to
strengthen systems to add-
ress the challenges faced by
the migrant population,” he
said.

While nearly 28% of the
migrants were found to beun-
dernourished, a quarter of
them had diabetes. Tobacco
and alcohol consumption was
found to be common among
migrants with the infection.
"There are no borders for TB
care. People from different
districts may travel toahospi-
tal far away from their homes
if they know it is good," he sa-
id.

Source: The Times of India, 18 December 2024, p. 2

TN may adopt PPP model to run dialysis units

NHM panel for developing roadmap will submit report on Dec 25, likely to pursue T'gana’s hub-and-spoke model

THINAKARAN RAJAMANI @ Tirunelveli

THE state government may
adopt a Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model like Telanga-
na for running haemodialysis
units. The National Health Mis-
sion (NHM)-Tamil Nadu re-
cently formed a 20-member ex-
pert committee to develop a
comprehensive policy-driven
road map for implementing
haemodialysis services.
According to the proceedings

of mission director Dr A Arun  submit its final report, contain-
Thamburaj, theexpert commit- ing actionable recommenda-
tee will study and document tions, on December 25.

the best practices availa- The committee is sup-
ble under government _ posed to develop a robust
and PPP models for . framework to implement

haemeodialysis units |~ ' the hub-and-spoke mod-
and also analyse the © 7 + ' el for dialysis services

financial aspects of with a centralised moni-
operationalising dialy- toring system on the lines
sis services under the of Telangana for ensuring
model. The committee’s first that patients in remote areas
meeting is scheduled for De- can benefit from these services
cember 12, and the panel will through a decentralised vet

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 December 2024, p.4

connected network. It will also
explore the establishment of
three or more regional hubs —
Chennai, Madurai and Coim-
batore — which would be
mapped with spokes. The ex-
pert committee will be headed
by the mission director and in-
clude senior doctors, represent-
atives from Christian Medical
College (CMC), Vellore, TANK-
ER Foundation, NephroPlus,
and Gujarat’s A-ONE Dialysis
Programme.
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“In light of the increasing de-
mand for haemodialysis serv-
ices and the need for reforms to
streamline the delivery, the
NHM-Tamil Nadu decided to
constitute the expert commit-
tee. This initiative aims to im-
prove accessibility, efficiency,
and quality of services, partic-
ularly in addressing the grow-
ing burden of chronic kidney
diseases and challenges faced
by dialysis patients.” men-
tioned the proceedings.



Govt Hospital for Thoracic Medicine
in Tambaram to be upgraded

he Government Hospital

for Thoracic Medicine in

Tambaram Sanatorium

will be upgraded at the cost of
Z8crore.

Under the Tamil Nadu

Health System Reform Project

(TNHSRP), the hospital will get

an entrance arch, compound
Source: The Times of India, 18 December 2024, p. 2

A

wall, storm water drains, fire-
fighting systems, medical gas
line and transformers

The hospital, established in
1928, is a pioneer in managing
lung diseases and advancing
public health, particularly in
the treatment of TB and HIV/
AIDS. TN

S/HIV cases are

down in TN, says Ma Su

Pushpa Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The prevalence of
HIV/AIDS in Tamil Nadu has
come down to 0.16% compa-
red to 0.23% in India, health
minister Ma Subramanian
saidon Thursday. Frombeing
one of the high-prevalence
states with rates hovering
over 1.18% in 1997, Tamil Na-
du has managed to bring
down cases steadily over the
last two decades, he said.

The Tamil Nadu State
AIDS Control Society (TAN-
SACS) was working with va-
rious NGOs to spread aware-
ness for prevention and early
diagnosis, he said at an event
organised here to observe the
World AIDS Day. The state
has more than 3,000 testing
centres and around 74 ART
centres that provide free me-

dicines to more than 1.3 lakh
peopleliving with HIV.

In 2009, the state started a
trust with Rs 5 crore to help
children with HIV/AIDS.
“That trust now has Rs 25 cro-
re. The interest accrued from
the trustcontinuestoprovide
educational assistance and
nutrition assistance to the
children with HIV/AIDS,” he
said. So far; 7,303 children ha-
ve benefited from the trust.

An intensive awareness
campaignon STIwas conduc-
ted from August to October,
during which TANSACS held
an online quiz competition
for 24,171 students from 1,053
colleges as part of the aware-
ness drive. “This year, an
awareness pledge on HIV/
AIDS was adopted in gram
sabha meetings in more than
12,000 villages,” he said.

Source: The Times of India, 6 December 2024, p. 6
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World AIDS Day: T.N. has its eyes set
on aggressive prevention, treatment

The State has brought down the HIV prevalence from LI8% in 1997 to 0.16% during 2023-2024, according to TN. State

AIDS Control Society; Health Secretary says while prevalence has declined, there is no need for authorities to be complacent

Serena Joesphine M.
CHENNAI

ith the preva-
w lence of HIV in
Tamil  Nadu

dropping to 0.16% in 2023-
2024, the State is continu-
ously monitoring high-risk
groups through periodic
screening and reaching out
to adolescents and youth
in schools and colleges
through awareness
initiatives.

According to the Tamil
Nadu State AIDS Control
Society (TANSACS), the
State had brought down
the HIV prevalence from
1.18% in 1997 to 0.16% dur-
ing 2023-2024, which is
lower than the national av-
erage of 0.23%. As of Oc-
tober 2024, 73 Antiretrovi-
ral Therapy (ART) centres
offered continuum care,
support and treatment to
1,32,590 Persons Living
with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV)
across the State. The State
is focusing on prevention
and treatment of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus/

Acquired Immunodeficien-
cy Syndrome (HIV/AIDS).

According to Health Se-
cretary Supriya Sahu, the
focus was on spreading
awareness among the
youth, and ensuring that
persons on ART adhered to
the drug regimen.

“Even as the HIV preva-
lence is well within what
we would like to have
achieved, we must not be
complacent. We are find-
ing that the young genera-
tion needs to know about
HIV/AIDS. There seems to
be a need to reach out to
the young generation, who
have access to all kinds of
information. We want to
look at how we can take
the right kind of informa-
tion to them,” she said.

As a part of preventive
measures, an official said
that there was continuous
monitoring of high-risk
groups by non-governmen-
tal and community-based
organisations (NGOs/
CBOs). For instance, there
was continuous monitor-
ing of female sex workers

Source: The Hindu, 1 December 2024, p.10

Handling HIV

A delve into prevalence of the disease in Tamil Nadu, and the

efforts being made to tackle it

HIV prevalence

0.16%

in2023-2024

1,32,590

(as of October 2024)

Available facilities, and prevention

activities being conducted

3,384|ntegrated counselling

and testing centres in government

and private institutions

106 designated

clinics for sexually

73

transmitted or therapy
reproductive tract (ART)
infections centres

the youth, and ensuring that persons
on ART adhere to the drug regimen
SUPRIYA SAHU, Health Secretary

Number of persons living with HIV/
AIDS on active treatment and care:

antiretroviral

The State is focusing on
spreading awareness among ¥ %

® Tamil Nadu State
AIDS Control Society

is implementing 87
targeted intervention
projects in urban areas.
These initiatives are run
by non-governmental
and community-based
organisations.

There are 17 Link
Workers Schemes in
rural areas.

These were a part

of HIV prevention
activities among
high-risk groups and
bridge population

= During 2024-2025,
7,618 children will
receive financial
support towards
nutrition and education
through a trust

=

to ensure condom usage.
Through a Public Priv-
ate Partnership model, the

TANSACS was implement-
ing 87 targeted interven-
tion projects run by NGOs/
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CBOs in urban areas, and
17 Link Worker Schemes in
rural areas as a part of pre-
vention activities among
high-risk groups (male hav-
ing sex with male, female
sex workers, injecting drug
users and transgender per-
sons) and among bridge
population (truckers and
migrants). Ms. Sahu said
Tamil Nadu was a pioneer
in setting up a trust for chil-
dren, who were infected
and affected by HIV/AIDS,
in 2009. Started with a cor-
pus of 5 crore, the State
government has so far
sanctioned 325 crore for it.
“We want to ensure that
these children are taken
care of...,” Ms. Sahu said,
adding that during a recent
review of targeted inter-
ventions, it was decided
that an exclusive manage-
ment course for PLHIV
leaders would be designed.
“It is important to build
the capacity of people who
are HIV positive. There are
many interventions, and a
need to build their man-
agement capabilities...”



T.N. tops health sector with
its schemes: Udhayanidhi

Deputy CM says services are brought to the doorsteps of people to create a significant impact; he

launches ‘Healthy India, Happy India; a collaborative initiative by Naruvi Hospitals and The Hindu

The Hindu Bureau
VELLORE

amil Nadu Deputy
T Chief Minister Ud-

hayanidhi Stalin on
Saturday said the State’s
Health Department was
the frontrunner in the
country when it came to
reaching out to people
with its various flagship
health schemes.

Mr. Udhayanidhi was
speaking at the inaugura-
tion of “Healthy India,
Happy India”, a collabora-
tive initiative by Naruvi
Hospitals and The Hindu,
in Vellore.

He said the Health De-
partment was recently ho-
noured with the U.N. Inter-
Agency Task Force award
for 2024 for one of its flag-
ship schemes, “Makkalai
Thedi Maruthuvam”
(Healthcare at people’s
doorstep). “The scheme
has created a significant
impact on the lives of near-
ly two crore people in the
State by providing them es-
sential health services. In
its report, the NITI Aayog
stated that Tamil Nadu was
the frontrunner in at least
13 key departments, in-
cluding health, in the
country,” he said.

Mr. Udhayanidhi said
Mr. Stalin had taken the
Health Department in the
State to the “next level” by
introducing various
schemes, including the

N. Ram, Director of The Hindu Group, presenting a framed front page of The Hindu to Tamil Nadu

"

Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin at an event in Vellore on Saturday. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

“Innuyir Kappom-Nammai
Kakkum 48”, which funds
the treatment of persons
injured in road accidents
for the first 48 hours. “In
fact, such proactive mea-
sures have also led to the
remarkable increase of
42% in the total number of
organ donors in the State.
Such initiatives will be am-
plified only when people
and organisations such as
The Hindu and Naruvi Hos-
pitals come together to
support them,” he said.

Role model

In his special address, N.
Ram, Director, The Hindu
Group Publishing Pvt Ltd,
said that in the annual rat-
ings of the India Today ma-
gazine in its “State of
States” report, Tamil Nadu
topped the list of States in
the country, especially in

Source: The Hindu, 8 December 2024, p.13

the health sector. In that
sense, the State’s Health
Department was not only a
role model to the rest of
the country but also to the
world, he added.

“Under the inspiration
of Chief Minister Stalin,
‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthu-
vam’ has become an inter-
nationally known health
scheme as it bagged an
award from the United Na-
tions. The Health Depart-
ment is also appreciated
for its initiatives in non-
communicable diseases,”
he noted, and lauded the
efforts taken by the DMK
government in the health
sector.

G.V. Sampath, founder
and chairman of Naruvi
Hospitals, said the impor-
tant partnership with The
Hindu would take the mes-
sage of awareness of health
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and wellness to the people.

“It is the right step to-
wards making informed
decisions on health for the
people,” L.V. Navaneeth,
CEO of The Hindu Group,
said.

Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister Ma. Subrama-
nian and Handlooms and
Textiles Minister R. Gandhi

were present.
The “Healthy India,
Happy India” initiative

aims at promoting health
and wellness as essential
pillars of national strength.
The initiative seeks to in-
spire individuals and com-
munities to prioritise their
health and adopt healthier
lifestyles, contributing to a
brighter and better future
for India. To learn more
about the campaign, visit
healthyindiahappyindia.
thehindu.co.in.



State’s largest govt. hospital
recruits five counsellors to
assist patients, caregivers

Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital's initiative is aimed at improving communication

between doctors and patients/caregivers, and resolving the problems faced by patients

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ommunication bet-
C ween a doctor and

patient is consi-
dered crucial in health-
care, and often, the lack of
or poor communication
makes things difficult in
hospitals.

To bridge the gap bet-
ween doctors and pa-
tients/their attenders, the
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital (RGGGH)
in Chennai, Tamil Nadu’s
largest government health-
care facility, has recruited
five counsellors and has
posted them at sensitive
departments - the Emer-
gency Unit and Critical
Care Unit - on a pilot basis,
starting December 2.

Orientation programme
The five persons recruited
by RGGGH — three of them
holding postgraduate de-
grees in psychology and
two in social work — were
hired on November 15 and
underwent an orientation
programme for 15 days.

A team headed by a psy-
chiatrist was formed to
orient them as to the
needs of patients in va-
rious departments by rop-
ing in two faculty mem-
bers from each
department, E. Theranira-
jan, RGGGH dean, said.

Identifying gaps

“The aim is to identify the
gaps between doctors and
patients and to address
them. We identified areas
where a high number of
deaths occurred and also
areas where the most dis-

Bridging the gap: Counsellors interacting with a patient’s attender at the Emergency Care Unit
in Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital (RGGGH) in Chennai. M. SRINATH

turbances occurred on the
hospital premises. We de-
cided to post four of the
counsellors in two shifts (8
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 2 p.m.
to 9 p.m.) at the casualty
section, and one of them
at the Critical Care Unit on
a9 a.m. to 3 p.m. shift, on
a pilot basis. On an aver-
age, the emergency unit
receives more than 250 pa-
tients a day, while 30 pa-
tients — all sick persons —
are admitted to the Critical
Care Unit at any given
point in time,” he
explained.

The counsellors have
been given specific un-

Source: The Hindu, 6 December 2024, p.4

iforms for easy identifica-
tion.

“Their task is to identify
patients/attenders who are
not happy/satisfied with
the situation and imme-
diately address their issue.
We have identified a room
where they can sit and talk
with caregivers if neces-
sary. If they need help, the
counsellors can call a doc-
tor to talk with the patient/
attender,” he added.

WhatsApp group

To get feedback and to es-
calate issues, if any, to the
authorities, a WhatsApp
group comprising hospital

authorities and the coun-
sellors has been formed.
“We will analyse the out-
comes of the initiative af-
ter a month. The counsel-
lors have been recruited
under the Chief Minister’s
Comprehensive Health In-
surance Scheme
(CMCHIS). Based on the
outcomes, we will decide
on expanding this initia-
tive to other departments.
There are 25 Intensive
Care Units at RGGGH, and
if the departments require
this, the heads can recruit
counsellors under
CMCHIS,” Dr. Theranirajan
said.

TENVol. | Issue 8 | December 2024 | Page 38



Stalin inaugurates Centre for
Excellence for Persons with
Autism Spectrum Disorder

It will employ experts to provide services for early diagnosis and evaluation of ASD, special

education, audiology and speech training, physiotherapy, day care, counselling, among others

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hief Minister M.K.
C Stalin on Thursday

inaugurated  the
Centre for Excellence for
Persons with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder (ASD). The
new facility has been esta-
blished at a cost of 15
crore on the premises of
the Institute of Rehabilita-
tion Medicine in K.K. Nagar
here.

The centre is expected
to provide a range of ser-
vices to persons with ASD
and will also guide parents
and guardians of children
with ASD.

It will employ experts to
provide services for early
diagnosis and evaluation of
ASD, special education, au-
diology and speech train-
ing, physiotherapy, day
care, counselling, among
others.

Prizes distributed
During an event at the Se-
cretariat, Mr. Stalin also

Enabling effort: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin handing over a vehicle to a person with disabilities at the

Secretariat. Ministers P. Geetha Jeevan and Ma. Subramanian are seen. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

handed over prizes to per-
sons with disabilities and
those who have contribut-
ed through their work for
the welfare of persons with
disabilities.

The Chief Minister also
flagged off new vehicles
that are designed to pro-
vide healthcare services to

Source: The Hindu, 6 December 2024, p.3

persons with disabilities as
part of the for ‘Vizhuthu-
gal-One Stop Centre’ initia-
tive.

The 35 early interven-
tion centres, which have
been set up by the Health
Department, are part of
this initiative.

They are supported by
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the Department for the
Welfare of the Differently
Abed Persons under the
‘RIGHTS’ programme.

Ministers P. Geetha Jee-
van and Ma. Subramanian,
Chief Secretary N. Muruga-
nandam, and senior offi-
cials were present at the
event.



Lens on high C-section rates in TN

Times NEws NETWORK

t least 45% of deliveries in Tamil
ANadu until 2021 were C-sections,

compared to the national average
of 21.5%. This prompted Comptroller
and Auditor General of India to recom-
mend a mechanism for clinical audits to
understand the circumstances leading
to the high proportion of C-section de-
liveries.

A performance audit on public
health infrastructure and the man-
agement of health services was
presented to the state assembly:.
The audit referenced the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS-5),
highlighting that 36% of births in govt
hospitals and 63.8% of births in private
facilities were delivered via C-section.
This is significantly higher than the na-
tional averages of 14.3% for govt hospi-
tals and 47.4% for private facilities. Data
released by the state health department
in July showed that in 2024, C-sections
in govt hospitals climbed to 43%, while
the private sector recorded 58%. Senior
health officials said that as a part of the

Source: The Times of India, 11 December 2024, p. 2

)

state’s efforts to bring down maternal
mortality, all C-section cases are audited
at the institutional, district, and state
levels.

The Janani Suraksha Yojana mater-
nity benefits were not paid to 26% of
mothers at the time of discharge, and
46% of mothers who gave birth in govt
hospitals were not provided transport to
their residence by govt outsourced vehi-

cles under the central scheme.

Drugs worth 711.12 crore were

wasted, and Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Services Corporation in-
curred an additional expendi-
ture towards the emergency
procurement of drugs worth ¥1.47
crore in the open market. Between
2016 and 2021, medicines worth 211.12
crore expired while in stock, and medi-
cines worth 216.02 lakh were recalled to
warehouses from various hospitals after
they failed quality tests.

The report said medical manpower
lagged despite constituting a separate
recruitment board, with 22% vacancies
among doctors, 6% among nurses, and
44% among paramedical staff.

TN supports proposal on GST
reduction for cancer therapy

Times News NETwWORK

Chennai: Finance minister
Thangam Thennarasu sup-
ported the proposal to redu-
ce the GST rate on gene the-
rapy (CAR-T cell therapy)
from 12% to zero to alleviate
the burden on cancer pati-
ents, at the 55th Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council
meeting held in Jaisalmer
on Saturday.

Chimeric Antigen Recep-
tor T cells are a type of gene-
tically engineered T cell
used in immunotherapy to
treat certain types of cancer.

T cells are taken from a pati-
ent's blood and modified ina
laboratory to produce speci-
alstructurescalledchimeric
antigen receptors on their
surface. These receptors
enable the T cells to recogni-
se and attach to specific pro-
teins on the surface of can-
cer cells.

CANCER CARE

The modified T cells, in-
fused back into the patient,
seek out and destroy the can-
cer cells. CAR T cell therapy
showed promise, particular-

Source: The Times of India, 22 December 2024, p. 4

ly in treating blood cancers
like leukaemia and lympho-
ma.

He also supported the
proposal to exempt the com-
position taxpayersfrom GST
on renting of commercial
property to registered per-
sons payable on a reverse
charge mechanism.

Later, he stressed the ne-
ed for the development and
sharing of MIS reports to all
states for effective imple-
mentation and to record the
correctplace of supply of on-
line services to unregistered
recipients.
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Child marriages up by 56% in TN in one
year; Erode and Tirunelveli top the list

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
(@ Chennai
THE number of child marriag-
es in Tamil Nadu has increased
at an alarming rate of 55.6%
between 2023 and 2024. While
1,054 marriages took place in
2023, it increased to 1,640 in
2024 in just 11 months between
January and November, data
obtained by TNIE through the
Right to Information Act
showed.

The data also showed that
the percentage of child mar-
riages the authorities managed
to stop after receiving com-

plaints has consistently de-
clined in the last two vears. Au-
thorities managed to
prevent 70.2% of the mar-
riages in the 3,609 com-
plaints they received in
2022. But this droppedto
65.4% {(of 3,049 com-
plaints) in 2023 and to
just 53.7% (of 3,544 |
complaints) in 2024, in-
dicating either lacunae
in institutional mecha-
nisms for effective action
or a delay in receiving
the complaints.
Officials and activ- 1
ists TNIE spoke to (%

|
1
1

were equally surprised by the
sharp increase, especially with

the state introducing schemes
like Pudhumai Penn to in-
centivise girl students to
pursue higher education
| instead of dropping out af-
| ter school. At 150, Erode
| district topped the list in
- child marriages in 2024,
k followed by 133 in Tirunel-
¢ veli. These were also the
two districts that saw the
highest increase compared
to 2023 when Erode and
Tirunelveli saw just 62
|, and 49 marriages, re-

4 spectively P5

‘Child marriage cases more among
girls from underprivileged families’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE !

SIX of the top 10 districts with
highest numberof child marriag-
@5 in 2024 were from the western
region of Tamil Nadu, which in-
cluded Coimbatore (90), Na-
muikkal (74), Tiruppur (66), Dhar-
mapuri (58) and Salem (51),
besides Erode. However, it can be
noted that Namakkal, despite be-
ing among the top, is an exception
as it has shown a consistent de-
cline since 2022.

The top 10 districts, which also
included Perambalur (94),
Dindigul (77) and Tirupattur (66),
accounted for more than 50% of
the total number child marriages
recorded in Tamil Nadu in 2024,

Among the districts that saw
the sharpest increase in numbers
were Perambalur, Tirupattur,
Coimbatore, Dharmapuri, Tirup-
pur;, Nagapattinam, and Ariyalur.
For instance, the number of mar-
riages went up from just 2 in 2023
to 31 in 2024 in Ariyalur

The data also showed that the
authorities failed to register FIRs
for all the marriages that hap-
pened. In 2023, FIRts were not filed
in at least 246 child marriages,
while this number stood at 145 In
2024. Activists indicated that the
surge in child marriages may be
attributed to economic stress,
caste pressures, decrease in
awareness campaigns, and the ap-
parent decline in the quality of
intervention by Childline servie-
es after the takeover by govern-
ment. A senior employee with
Childline, however, said the qual-
ity¥ of intervention has not

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 December 2024, p.1 and 7
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declined,

In the end of 2021, the state
formed a committee to come up
with an SOP to prevent child mar-
riages since the TN Prohibition
of Child Marriage Rules lacked
clarity on the roles of stakehold-
ers involved. However, the SOP is
yet to be formulated,

“We're seeing more cases in-
volving girls from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds.
Many marriages only come to
light when the girl visits a hospt-
tal for pregnancy,” said a Child
Welfare Committee member of

marriage prevention officers
must also be appointed,” said
child rights activist and Supreme
Court lawyer Bhuwan Ribhu.
Currently, social welfare officers
double up as child marriage pre-
vention officers in Tamil Nadu.

A Devaneyan, a child rights ac-
tivist, said the state must identify
and address region-specific caus.
s, increase budgetary allocations
and strengthen village-level child
protection committees.

Meanwhile, social welfare de-
partment officials said sustained
offorts are under way to ensire
FIRs are filed for all marriages
conducted to create a legal deter-
rent and the registration of FIRs
has improved in recent months.
On the SOPs for handling child
marriages, a top official said that
it would be released soon.

040

The number
of child
marriages
this year till
November

10

child
marriages
reported
from Erode
district
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Contrary to popular buzz,
divorce cases in TN drop 31%

Ram Sundaram@timesofindia.com

igh-profile celebrity divorces

may suggest rising marital |
discord, but Tamil Nadu has

registered a decline in divorce
filings. Cases dropped from 25,600 in 2022
t0 22,600 in 2023 and 17,700 in 2024, a 31%
decrease over two years, as per data
shared in the Rajya Sabha.

Experts say this trend is linked to the
rise of private counselling, with young
couples actively seeking help to resolve
conflicts in their marital lives. “Post-
pandemic, awareness of mental health
and access to support systems grew sig-
nificantly,” says K Balamurugan, presi-
dent of Tamil Nadu Psychologists As-
sociation.

Chennai psvchologist R Selvakumari
says more people now seek marriage
counsellors early, normalising support
for distress. “Like cancer, early interven-
tion can prevent severity; identifying
issues early reduces chances of divorce,”
she said.

Pending cases in Tamil Nadu’s 40
functional family courts continue torise,
with more than 33,200 couples awaiting
divorce orders, some for 5-10 years. Ad-
vocates note that young, legally aware
couples from stable backgrounds often
opt for mutual-consent divorce, minimis-
ing disputes over alimony or settle-
ments, with cases typically resolved
within two years.

“Though couples married for at least
one year require a six-month cooling-off
period after the first hearing to explore
reconciliation, courts increasingly
waive this period if reconciliation seems
impossible,” says advocate R Srinivasan,
an advocate from Madurai.

Advocate George Williams of Chen-
nai highlights a different issue, stating
that courts now count only the main
divorce case, excluding related cases like
child custody, maintenance, or alimony
applications to show reduced pendency.
“In one divorce case I handled, there
were 21 related filings, but only the main
case was recorded,” he said, stressing
the need for 15 family courts in
Chennai.

Chennai currently has only eight
family courts. While sub-courts in Alan-
duy, Tambaram, and Poonamallee handle
divorce cases, they are limited to the
Hindu Marriage Act and cannot address
cases under the Special Marriage Act.

Another reason for the backlog in

Number o\f\\

- functional
courts
inTN

Registered
M Disposed
M Pending

TYPES OF DIVORCE UNDER
THE HINDU MARRIAGE ACT

Contested Divorce )
One spouse seeks divorce
on grounds such as cruelty
or adultery, often leading
to a trial

A
Mutual Consent Divorce R
Both spouses agree to
divorce after a required
separation period )

court cases is the lack of skilled counsel-
lors, , says Dr Balamurugan.

“Psychologists need at least two
hours in the first session to build trust,
followed by multiple 45-minute
counselling sessions.

Court counsellors lack time and
training, often delaying cases or making
the process ineffective. Since these are
not permanent posts, with experts paid
just 7600 to 1,000 per day, courts give it
low priority,” he says.

Source: The Times of India, 4 December 2024, p. 2

TAMIL NADU~—
DIVORCE CASES

Marriage Duration
Couples must be
married for at
least one year to
file for mutual
consent divorce

0001|ng-0ﬁ Period

A six-month
reconciliation period
applies after filing

the first motion
is impossible and

’ .z issues are resolved

For non-Hindus,
similar norms

Waiver Courts may
waive this period
if reconciliation

Number of
apply under | counsellors
the Special in TN To be

Marriage Act, updated

1954
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Environment

State is actively working to
achieve net zero emissions
by 2070, says Chief Minister

Renewable energy is the cornerstone of T.Ns climate strategy; State ranks third in India for renewable

energy generation, with wind energy accounting for 1,900 million units a year, CM Stalin points out

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

amil Nadu is active-
T ly working towards
achieving net zero

emissions by 2070 through
targeted actions, Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin said at
the second meeting of the
Governing Council on Cli-
mate Change on Thursday.

The Chief Minister said
that renewable energy was
the cornerstone of Tamil
Nadu’s climate strategy,
and the State was ranked
third rank in the country
for renewable energy gen-
eration, with wind energy
alone accounting for
11,900 million units a year.
By 2030, Tamil Nadu plans
to source 50% of its energy
from renewable sources,
he pointed out.

The Governing Council
on Climate Change, which
guides the State’s climate
policies, comprises econo-
mist Montek Singh Ahlu-
walia, environmentalist Er-
ic Solheim, and former
chief scientist of the World
Health Organization Sou-
mya Swaminathan. Minis-
ter for Environment Than-
gam Thennarasu and Chief
Secretary N. Muruganan-
dam also attended the

iﬂ_ - §+
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Green push: Chief Minister M.K. Stalm at the meeting of the
Governing Council on Climate Change on Thursday.

meeting. The Council is
responsible for approving
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s State Action Plan
on Climate Change.

In his speech, Mr. Stalin
outlined the State’s key cli-
mate missions, such as the
Green Tamil Nadu Mission,
Tamil Nadu Wetland Mis-
sion, and Tamil Nadu Coas-
tal Restoration Mission,
and the progress made.
These initiatives aim at
promoting sustainability
through significant envi-
ronmental conservation ef-
forts, he added.

Water security in rural
areas was also a major
point of focus, entailing an
investment of ¥500 crore
for small irrigation tanks,

Source: The Hindu, 6 December 2024, p.8

the Chief Minister added.
He further said that the go-
vernment’s  partnership
with the Asian Develop-
ment Bank on the climate
change adaptation project
in the Cauvery delta region
was aimed at protecting
coastal districts from cy-
clones, reducing flood
risks, and enhancing irriga-
tion systems.

Council members high-
lighted issues such as heat
adaptation strategies, sus-
tainable agriculture, and
climate literacy. Dr. Sou-
mya said that while global
and national actions fo-
cused on mitigation, which
are important, adaptation
must also be prioritised on
an urgent basis. Heat is sig-
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nificantly affecting humans
and livestock. Hence, early
warning systems and mul-
ti-sectoral actions are
needed.

She emphasised the im-
portance of financing the
Heat Action Plan, and
called for studies and data
systems to address envi-
ronmental risks to health.
Ramesh Ramachandran,
Director of National Centre
for Sustainable Coastal
Management, called for
measures to strengthen
coastal ecosystems, en-
hance disaster prepared-
ness with artificial intelli-
gence and early warning
systems, expanding renew-
able energy, promoting
sustainable  agriculture,
and modernising urban in-
frastructure to ensure resi-
lience, sustainability, and
carbon neutrality by 2070.

G. Sundararajan, coordi-
nator of Poovulagin Nan-
bargal, stressed the need
to appoint a Heat Officer to
address increasing heat-
waves in Tamil Nadu, esta-
blishing a branch of the In-
dian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, Pune, at An-
na University, and launch-
ing the climate literacy
movement to raise aware-
ness on climate issues.



TN a model in addressing
climate change, says Stalin

State Began
71K cr Project
In Delta Dists

Tintes News NeTwork
Chennai: Tamil Nadu is a
role model for other states
in  addressing climate
change, said chief minister
MK Stalinon Thursday, cal-
lingon policymakers toadd-
ress the issue of air pollu-
tionagainstthebackdropof
United Nations stating it
hadbecomeaserioushealth
challenge inrecent times.

“We are seeing its effects
in our capital Delhi. We ne-
edtoplan, keepingallthisin
mind,” Stalin told meeting
of the governing council on
climate change at the Secre-
tariat.

The members of the co-
uncil, including economist

e

—ih o I =
CHANGING CLIMATE: CM Stalin at governing council on climate change

Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
former UN environment
programme executive di-
rector Erik Solheim, and
WHO former chief scien-
tist Soumya Swaminathan,
among others, took part in
the meeting.

“We are continuously
working with economic de-
velopment and environ-
ment responsibility as two
eyes. That is why we take
initiatives such as the res-

Source: The Times of India, 6 December 2024, p. 7

toration of water bodies,
creation of climate-resili-
ent cities, and protection of
biodiversity,” he said, cal-
ling upon members to advi-
ce state govt and make it a
pioneer in climate resilien-
ce and sustainable develop-
ment on the global stage.
The state govt began
preparatory work for phase
II of the Asian Develop-
ment Bank-assisted clima-
te change adaptation pro-

10! gramme in Cauvery deltaat

71,825 crore. The project
aims at protecting the coast
from cyclones, reducing flo-
od risks, and preventing se-
awater intrusion.

The preliminary project
reportfor work insixrivers,
Vennar, Paminiyar, Koraiy-

{ ar, Kaduvaiyar, Marakka-

koraiyar, Manankondanar,
and six pumping schemes,
was sent to the department
of economicaffairs, hesaid.
The CM highlighted the
efforts taken to achieve net
zero carbon emissions by
2070 through various mis-
sion programmes, inclu-
ding the plantation of 8.3
crore saplings, and critical
habitats over 1,000 hectares
for the ecosystems to act as
carbon sinks and protect
the coasts from sea erosion.
“By 2030, TN aims to get
50% of itsenergyfromrene-
wable energy,” Stalin said.

TN at forefront in devising measures
to tackle climate change, says Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chenrai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Thursday said Tamil Nadu has
been at the forefront in devising
inmovative programmes to cope
with the impact of climate
change and has so far launched
many initiatives, including
Tamil Nadu Green Climate Com-
pany, Tamil Nadu Climate
Change Mission, Green Tamil
Nadu Mission, Tamil Nadu Wet-
lands Mission, Tamil Nadu
Coastal Restoration Mission.
Addressing the second meet-
ing of the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ing Council on Climate Change
at the secretariat, Stalin said no
other state has launched such
initiatives for facing climate
change so far. The Tamil Nadu
Climate Change Mission guides
the state to achieve Net Zero
Emissions by 2070. Through the
Green Tamil Nadu Mission, 8.3
crore saplings have been planted
to ensure biodiversity and to in-

CM MK Stalin at the meeting of TN Governing Coundil on Climate Change | express

crease carbon sink.

Stalin said Tamil Nadu is the
third state in renewable energy
production. It also generates
11,900 million unitsof electricity
per vear from wind power By
2030, Tamil Nadu aims to get 50%
of its energy from ‘renewable en-
ergy’. Rural water conservation’
is a key aspect of Tamil Nadu’s
climate plan.

Economist Montek Singh Ahl-
uwalia hailed the state 's efforts
to devise the Tamil Nadu's Ac-
tion Plan for Climate Change.

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 December 2024, p.4

Erik Solheim, former Under Sec-
retary General of United Nations
Environment Programme, spoke
about the need for Tamil Naduto
pay attention to the carbon mar-
ket and about studying the pos-
sibilities for increasing wind
power generation on the coast of
the state. Dr Soumya Swami-
nathan, former chief scientist,
WHO, referred to the benefits of
cool roofing. Nandan M Nileka-
ni, cofounder and chairman of
Infosys Board, and other mem-
bers also expressed their views.
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Planning panel moots District Cooling
System to promote energy efficiency

DCS could help Tamil Nadu sustainably manage water through effective reuse, lowering heat island effects, providing

sustainable cooling for all, and reducing emissions from power plants, says a report by the State Planning Commission

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

o minimise the bur-
T den on electricity
grids and promote

energy conservation, a Dis-
trict Cooling System (DCS)
is being strongly consi-
dered as an alternative en-
vironment-friendly cooling
solution, according to an
analysis by the State Plan-
ning Commission (SPC).

The panel’s report said
DCS could help Tamil Na-
du sustainably manage wa-
ter through effective reuse,
lowering heat island ef-
fects, providing sustaina-
ble cooling for all, and re-
ducing emissions from
power plants.

DCS is a centralised
cooling system that distri-
butes chilled water to mul-
tiple buildings through a
network of underground
insulated pipes. These
buildings use chilled water
for air conditioning or in-
dustrial process cooling.

SPC Vice-Chairman J.
Jeyaranjan said that while
cooling was essential for
human comfort and
health, industrial process,
and food preservation,
higher electricity demand
could boost greenhouse
gas emissions. “The chal-
lenge is to develop efficient
cooling technologies that
minimise the burden on
electricity grids and pro-
mote energy conservation.
District cooling is being
strongly considered as an
alternative environment-

Keeping it cool

Alook at how the District Cooling System works, and what its benefits are:

2N

= A central Chilled Water

Plant generates chilled ) 1

water using energy- ™

efficient technologies ‘!
and, where available, —

renewable energy

= The chilled water

is pumped through a
distribution network of
insulated underground
pipes to connected
buildings

* 0

= Buildings have Energy
Transfer Stations housing
heat exchangers that,

in effect, transfer the
coolness from the chilled
water to their internal air
conditioning system for
cooling the buildings

= The warm water
returns from the heat
exchanger via the
distribution network to
the central Chilled Water
Plant to be chilled again,
completing the cycle

friendly cooling solution,
as it integrates other sup-
ply-side technologies and
systems to optimise re-
source use and reduce
energy consumption and
associated emissions,” he
said.

The report, titled, ‘Op-
portunities for District
Cooling Systems in Tamil

Source: The Hindu, 18 December 2024, p.6
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Naduw’, provides recom-
mendations on how the
State government could
implement this model.
Tamil Nadu could start
by developing public DCS
in State-owned facilities
such as government build-
ings, hospitals, or educa-
tional campuses in Chen-
nai or Coimbatore, which

= Reducing peak
power demand

developments
depending on

district cooling
technology used

st
ke o3

BN S
m Reducing consumer
costs for cooling.
This is very project-
dependent, and
the cost-saving is
primarily due to the
energy efficiency
savings of the District
Cooling System

new

= Reducing urban heat island
effects by centralising cooling
processes; reducing the overall
heat from buildings; increasing
green spaces; enhancing air and
environmental quality

require substantial cooling
loads. Private companies
could be encouraged to de-
velop DCS in high-demand
private real estate clusters,
such as Special Economic
Zones, IT parks or large
commercial complexes, it
said.

Tamil Nadu could adopt
a District Cooling Policy
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that sets clear standards
for private developers, in-
cluding tariff regulations,
performance benchmarks,
and energy efliciency
goals. The government
could offer tax incentives,
streamlined land acquisi-
tion processes and other
measures to attract invest-
ment. Tangedco or munici-
pal corporations such as
the Chennai Metropolitan
Development  Authority
could own and manage
these systems. This would
allow the State to maintain
low tariffs, support public
infrastructure, and inte-
grate cooling systems into
overall energy manage-
ment. District cooling pro-
viders such as Tabreed,
ENGIE or Danfoss may di-
rectly finance or co-finance
DCS as part of their service
delivery model, it said.

The projects could be
funded through State Bud-
gets, Central subsidies un-
der the Smart Cities Mis-
sion, or international
funding through organisa-
tions such as the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme or the Asian Deve-
lopment Bank, which sup-
port green infrastructure
projects, it said.

On the challenges and
threats, the SPC said un-
certainties in energy prices
could impact the economic
viability of DCS when com-
pared to traditional AC un-
its. The upfront cost of in-
stalling a DCS could be
high, potentially discou-
raging adoption.



Fengal may be among slowest to hit TN in Nov/Dec in 50 yrs

AN ‘ERRATIC' CYCLONE

U.Tejonmayam
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Cyclone Fengal,
which took five days to cover
500 km, may be one of the slo-
west toreach the Tamil Nadu
coast in Nov or Dec in 50 ye-
ars, Deemed ‘erratic’ by IMD,
it made unexpected move-
ments and stayed stationary
with intensity for nine hours
after making landfall.
Typically, former IMD de-
puty director general Y E A
Raj said, cyclones travel
250km-300km daily  at
10kmph-12 kmph, but Fengal
slowed to 3 kmph, covering
500km in five days. Cyclones
usually develop on the third
day after a depression forms.
However, Fengal developed
on Nov 29, four days after ade-
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pression formed over the Bay
of Bengal on Nov 25. “There
has not been any cyclone
track similar to that of Feng-
alin Nov or Dec in the past 50

years,” he said. “Initially, the
vertical wind shear was high
which did not allow the sy-
stem to intensify. That was
why it was initially forecast

Source: The Times of India, 3 December 2024, p. 3

that the cyclone may not form
and the deep depression may
weaken. What was unusual is
that the system took a slow
northeasterly movement be-

fore moving westwards.”

Meteorologists said it re-
mained stationary for nine
hours after making landfall,
retaining strength as the
centre of the storm continu-
ed to be close to the sea, dra-
wing moisture. This could be
a reason for the record rain-
fall in TN and Puducherry.
Normally, a cyclone weakens
rapidly after it crosses the co-
ast. “Clouding was on the
western part of the system.
There was a disconnect bet-
ween the centre of the storm
and the cloud centre, which
shifted westwards. This
shows the system was not
strong,” Raj said.

As the remnants of the cy-
clone are likely to emerge
overthe Arabian Seaon Tues-
day, rain activity may conti-
nue over interior and wes-

tern districts of the state as
IMD issued a yellow alert for
heavy rain for 15 districts
from Tirupattur to Theniand
adjoining western districts.
“Chennai city and the sub-
urbs may receive light to mo-
derate rainfall with thun-
derstormsandlightningover
some areas. The skies may be
partly cloudy. Temperature
may beamaximumof 25-26°C
and a minimum of 31-32°C,”
an IMD bulletin said.

Cyclone Fengal pushed
the annual rainfall in Nung-
ambakkam and Meenambak-
kam to 164 cm and 160 cm aga-
inst the average of 140cmand
138 cm. “Kancheepuram, Ti-
ruvallur, Chengalpet, and
Chennaimay experience sud-
denrainspells in the next two
tothreedays,” blogger Prade-
epdJohn posted.

Cyclone Fengal crosses TN coast but
leaves tonnes of garbage behind

Padmaja.J@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In the aftermath
of Cyclone Fengal, thecity is
awash in pilesof garbage, in-
cluding plastic, bottles and
tree debris. Several areas re-
main littered, and the Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation
(GCC) is yet to complete the
cleanup required to restore
normalcy.

Beaches, too, have been
affected, with Pattinapak-
kam Beach strewn with plas-
tic and other waste washed
ashore. “The corporation
should clear the garbage so-
on to protect public health,
as the beaches attract nume-
rous visitors daily,” said Ku
Bharathi, a resident-activist
from Nochikuppam.

“Roads in AGS Colony,
Velachery West, are filled
with garbage. The water dra-
ined around 11.30pm on Sa-
turday,” said Geetha Ga-
nesh, secretary of the AGS
colony residents welfare as-
sociation. She said that whi-
le some waste was cleared by
two-tonne lorries, more re-

JtFl‘ERM&TH OFA STORM. Garbage washed on the shores of Pattmapakkam beach

main tobe collected. Interior
roads in areas such as Vada-
palani, near Arcot Road, and
Kodungaiyur’s Mahakavi
Bharathi Nagar and Mutha-
mizh Nagar have heaps of
garbage.

Conservancy workers ha-
ve been working tirelessly to
clear the streets. “In our
area, workers are putting in
18-hour shifts to clean the ro-
ads,” said Jayanthi P from
Valmiki Nagar, Thiruvan-

Source: The Times of India, 2 December 2024, p. 4

miyur. GCC’s deputy com-
missioner (works), V Sivak-
rishnamurthy, said that the
city expects a 20% increase
in garbage generation over
the usual 6,000 metric tonnes
(MT), largely due to organic
waste from fallen tree de-
bris.

To tackle this, GCC has
deployed 22,000 conservan-
cy workers and 5,400 vehi-
cles, including tipper lorri-
es and battery-operated ve-
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hicles. Officials aim to
complete the cleanup by
Monday. Sivakrishnamurt-
hy said that cleanup efforts
wererelatively manageable
this time as the cyclone did
notcoincide with major fes-
tivals such as Diwali, resul-
ting in less garbage in com-
mercial areas. However, the
corporation continues its
work to ensure the city re-
turns to normal as quickly
as possible.



Damage limited in TN, Pondy as govt takes precaution

TiMES NEWS NETWORK

amage was limited in the
Dcoastal districts of Tamil

Nadu and the adjoining
Union territory of Puducherry
as elaborate precautionary
measures were taken following
the forecast by India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD).
Chief minister M K Stalin had
earlier held discussions with
officials of the coastal districts
and Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion commissioner via video
conference from the state emer-
gency operations centre at
Ezhilagam in Chennai. “It

rained heavily last night. It is
continuously pouring. News is
that the storm will cross the
coast tonight,” he told reporters
later. Asked about the situation
in Chennai, Stalin said appro-
priate relief measures were
taken in areas prone to water
stagnation. “There are no prob-
lems as of now. Even if prob-
lems arise, they will be dealt
with,” he said.

Collectors were ordered to
deploy motor pumps for swift
water drainage and promptly
remove fallen trees to minimise
disruptions. Stalin emphasised
the need for immediate power

T singaravelou

All Under: Salt pans submerged
at Marakkanam

infrastructure restoration. The
health department was directed

Source: The Times of India, 1 December 2024, p. 2

to hold medical camps and en-
sure adequate medicine stocks
to prevent waterborne diseases.
Despite the orange alert is-
sued by IMD for Ariyalur and
Perambalur in the central region
and the delta districts of Thanja-
vur, Tiruvarur, Nagappattinam
and Mayiladuthurai, the rainfall
recorded was minimal. The fore-
cast of heavy rain led to several
precautionary measures, includ-
ing cancellation of flights be-
tween Chennai and Trichy.
However, the weather re-
mained largely dry with only
overcast skies and occasional
drizzling in some districts.

Stalin writes to PM
seeking 32,000 crore
Cyclone Fengal relief

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister
M K Stalin on Monday de-
manded the BJP-led Union
govt allocate 2,000 crore
as immediate relief to TN
to undertake relief mea-
sures in areas affected by
Cyclone Fengal.

Stalin wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
highlighting the damages
caused by the cyclone and
the need for immediate re-
lief.

“The state govt carried
out an initial assessment
of these damages and esti-
mated that 2,475 crores is
required for temporary
restoration efforts. De-
spite our best efforts, the
scale of this disaster over-
whelmed the state’s re-
sources, and the state

needs urgent financial as-
sistance to manage the fal-
lout of this natural disas-
ter,” Stalin said.

“Given the magnitude
of destruction and the ur-
gent need for restoration, I
humbly request the imme-
diate release of an interim
relief amounting to 2,000
crores from the National
Disaster Response Fund,”
headded.

“Additionally, I request
the deputation of a central
team at the earliest to un-
dertake a comprehensive
assessment of the damag-
es. Based on their findings,
Iseek your kind considera-
tion for further financial
assistance to address the
adverse impact on infras-
tructure, agriculture, and
livelihoods in the affected
districts,” Stalin said.

Source: The Times of India, 3 December 2024, p. 5

Trichy city and surrounding
areas witnessed overcast condi-
tions with occasional drizzles.
Indigo Airlines cancelled 10
flights between the two cities,
prompting passengers to seek
alternative transport modes or
postpone travel plans. A Tuti-
corin-Chennai Indigo flight car-
rying more than 50 passengers
was diverted to Trichy. Five
flights scheduled from Chennai
to Madurai were cancelled to
ensure passenger safety amid
deteriorating weather condi-
tions. These included one AirA-
sia flight and four Indigo flights.
The fisheries department in
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Nagapattinam and Mayiladu-
thurai districts directed the
fishermen not to venture into
sea until further notice. The
ongoing temporary fishing ban
since Nov 19 has kept approxi-
mately 900 mechanised boats
and 4,500 fibre boats anchored
in these districts.

Puducherry administration
has set up a WhatsApp number
9488981070 to receive complaints
on cyclone-related incidents.
NDRF teams arrived at Puduch-
erry and Karaikal to assist the
territorial administration in
relief and rescue operations in
case of any emergencies.



TN to ask Union govt to send
team to assess cyclo

T

Omijasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Chief minister MK
Stalin on Sunday announced
that the Tamil Nadu govt wo-
uld urge Union govt to send a
team to survey the damage
caused by Cyclone Fengal and
seek financial assistance for
relief and recovery.

Speaking at the state emer-
gency operation centre in Ez-
hilagam, he said officials wo-
uld meet on Monday at the Se-
cretariat to assess the impact
of the cyclone and demand re-
lief.

Asked about financial assi-
stance from the Centre, he sa-
id, “Let us be optimistic. We
made similar requests last ti-
me, but funds did not come
through. We will request with
the same optimism this time
too. If funds are not provided,
we will manage as we did befo-
re.” On relief for affected peo-
ple, he said that announce-

P : r.r'g /d -
ON-SITE CHECK: CM at Kolathur

ments would be made after ra-
ins ceased in the impacted dis-
tricts.

Senior IAS officers, who
had previously served as col-
lectors in Villupuram and
Cuddalore, were overseeing
relief efforts in the rain-hit
districts. “Villupuram has wit-
nessed historicrains. If neces-
sary, I will visit the affected
areas myself,” he said. As of
Sunday morning, more than
1,300 people were accommoda-

Source: The Times of India, 2 December 2024, p. 4

ne damage

ted in 26 relief camps across
the two districts.

In Chennai, the CM said
that GCC deployed 1,800 mo-
tors to clear water. “We distri-
buted 9.10 lakh food packets,
and 1.07 lakh people benefited
from free meals provided at 386
Amma Unavagams,” said Sta-
lin.

Stalin also visited Kolat-
hur to inspect flood damage
and civic works. At Selvi Na-
gar, he reviewed al.51akh litre
GCC collection tank and mo-
tor operations. In Srinivasa
Nagar;, he visited an urban he-
alth centre and discussed rain-
related illnesses and treat-
ment offered with doctors.

Healso inspected the Peri-
yar Nagar govt hospital,
which is being developed at a
cost of 109 crore. A T3 crore
stormwater drain network is
also being added here to pre-
vent water stagnation during
rains.

Centre gives 3945 cr for Cyclone Fengal relief; TN seeks 6,675 cr

TMURUGANANDHAM @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Friday met the inter-ministerial
central team sent to Tamil Nadu
to assess the damage caused by
Cyclone Fengal and sought
Z6,675 crore from the union gov-
ernment for undertaking tem-
porary and permanent recon-
struction works in rain-hit

Nadu in its report.

areas. The CM submitted a de-
tailed memorandum and urged
the team to recommend maxi-
mumrelief assistance to Tamil

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Home Affairs on Friday ap-
proved the release of ¥944.80
crore, two instalments of the
central share of the State Dis-
aster Response Fund (SDRF), to

Tamil Nadu for carrying out
relief work. “After the assess-
ment reports of the cen-
tral team, additional fi- &
nancial assistance from [ \
the NDRF will be ap- © r.i
proved as per estab-
lished procedure,” a re-
lease from the MHA said.
Reacting to the announce-
ment, the chief minister, ina

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 December 2024, p.1

tweet on X, said, “The GOI has
announced its share towards
SDRF. Since this amount
& will not be sufficient to
cope with the disaster
caused by cvelone Fengal,
I reiterate the request to
the union government to
immediately release 2,000
crore from the National Disas-
ter Relief Fund.”

The central team, which ar-
rived in Chennai on Friday
evening, met the CM at the sec-
retariat in the presence of sen-
ior ministers and top officials.
Chief Secretary NMuruganan-
dam and Commissioner of Rev-
enue Administration Rajesh
Lakhoni made a presentation
on the havoe wrought by the cy-
clone across districts. P7
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TN AGREES TO KERALA RIDERS ON
MULLAIPERIYAR REPAIR WORKS

Additional chief secy says TN's priority is to complete the maintenance work at the dam

JEYALAKSHMI RAMANUJAM @ Theni

AMID political war of words
over allegations about Kerala
blocking Tamil Nadu officials
from carryving out maintenance
work at Mullaiperivar dam, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary of
Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Department (WRD) K Manivas-
an on Friday told TINIE that the
Tamil Nadu government has
agreed to carry out mainte-
nance work at Mullaiperivar
dam by accepting certain condi-
tions imposed by Kerala, in-
cluding the right of the execu-
tive engineer of Minor
Irrigations Department of Ker-
ala to supervise the work.

“Our priority is to complete
the maintenance work at the
dam. Tamil Nadu gover nment
will take the next course of ac-
tion after consulting legal ex-
perts,” Manivasan said.

Earlier on Friday, Theni Col-
lector RV Shajeevana an-
nounced that Kerala forest de-
partment has permitted Tamil
Nadu PWD vehicles to carry
equipment and materials for
carrving out the maintenance
work at the dam.

The works were to have been completed before the monsoon, but could not be

arried out due to lack of approval from Kerala | eeepic

Three days ago, Water Re-
sources Minister Duraimuru-
gan informed the TN Assembly
that talks will be held with Ker-
ala regarding the dam
maintenance.

On May 7, PWD sent a detailed
estimate on 13 types of mainte-
nance works to be carried out at
the Mullaiperiyar main dam
and baby dam. Tamil Nadu engi-
neers sent a letter to Kerala in
this regard and also met their
counterparts in person and ex-
plained the significance of the

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 December 2024, p.6

work. Even the engineers from
Kerala inspected the workplace
six months ago. All these works
were to have been completed be-
fore the onset of northeast mon-
soon, but were not carried out
because of lack of approvalfrom
Kerala, sources said.

On December 4, two PWD lor-
ries carrying sand were denied
entry at Vallakadavu check post
at Perivar Tiger Reserve Forest
area by the Kerala forest depart-
ment and the lorries had to re-
turn to Tamil Nadu after dump-
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ing their sand load near the
check post after waiting for per-
mission to enter Kerala for four
days.

Sources said on Thursday,
Kerala Executive Engineer of
Mullaiperivar Division (Irriga-
tion) Levins Babu Cottur sent a
letter to Deputy Director of Per-
ivar Tiger Reserve imposing
the conditions for permitting
Tamil Nadu to carry out the
maintenance work, a copy of
which was marked to TN
officials.

Speaking to TNIE, Ranjithku-
mar, an officer-bearer of TN
Farmers Association, slammed
the Kerala government for im-
posing such conditions. “It is
unusual for the minor irriga-
tions department of Kerala to
impose conditions on Tamil
Nadu PWD and this is against
the SC order. Kerala govern-
ment is slowly taking all steps
to remove the rights of PWD
over the maintenance of Mul-
laiperiyar dam. If Tamil Nadu
government allows this, Kerala
may very well approach the Su-
preme Court, and get any order
in their favour using this as a
precedent,” he said.



Rain disrupts life in
delta, central districts

Times News NETWORK

~ Thile red and orange
“/ alerts were issued
for heavy rainfall in
nine of 10 southern Tamil
Nadu districts on Thursday,
theregion experienced wide-
spread light tomoderate rain
starting Wednesday night.
Moderate rainfall disrupted
daily life across the delta dis-
tricts, including Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Mayiladuthurai and the cen-
tral districts of Trichy, Ari-
yalur, Perambalur, Puduk-
kottai, and Karur on Thurs-
day.

Widespread waterlog-
ging and deteriorated infras-
tructure hampered vehicu-
larmovement, turningmany
roads into waterlogged
stretches.Inthe24hoursend-
ing 8:30am on Thursday,
Thondiand Thiruvadanai in
Ramanathapuram district
recorded the highest rainfall
at 5cm and 4cm, respectively.
Rainfall ranged from 1-2cm
in parts of Madurai, Dindi-
gul, Theni, Tirunelveli and
Virudhunagar.

Thanjavur’'s Manjalaru
recorded the highest rainfall
in the district at 6.1cm, with
an average of 2.5cm. Inci-
dents of damage were re-
ported, including a collapsed
hut wall in Kandiyur and

R Baskar

BRAVING THE RAIN

partial damage to a house on
Sathanoor’s Vellalar Street.

DistrictssuchasTenkasi,
Tirunelveli, and Tuticorin,
which were under red alerts
for extremely heavy rainfall,
reported only moderate rain
on Thursday:

Tiruvarur recorded an
average of 2.7 cm rainfall,
with Nannilam receiving
4.1cm. In Nagapattinam, the
district’s average was lem,
while Nagapattinam town
and Kodiyakkarai reported
2.2cm and 2.5cm, respective-
ly. Mayiladuthurai district
received an average of 5.1cm
until 4:30pm. Perambalur
and Karur experienced mod-
erate rainfall, while Puduk-
kottai saw light to moderate
rainfall, averaging 2.6 cm.

IMD has forecast heavy
rain in isolated areas across
Theni, Dindigul, Madurai,
Virudhunagar, Tenkasi, Ti-
runelveli, Tuticorin, Rama-
nathapuram, Sivagangai,
and Kanyakumari districts
on Friday.

Source: The Times of India, 13 December 2024, p. 5

20 coastal sites in T.N.
in need of reformation

The sites include stretches in Chennai, Chengalpattu and Mayiladuthurai; 69

erosional points have been found along the coast, says a shoreline analysis

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

shoreline analysis
Aconducted by the
National Centre for

Coastal Research (NCCR)
has identified 69 erosional
stretches along the Tamil
Nadu coast, and flagged 20
sites that require
reformation.

Reformation is needed
in several areas owing to
the presence of partially
damaged seawalls. In
Chennai, the stretch from
Tiruvottiyur to Kasimedu
Harbour requires atten-
tion. Chengalpattu needs
reformation at  Olive
Beach, Devaneri, and Ma-
mallapuram. In Mayila-
duthurai, stretches at Tha-
rangampadi and
Poompuhar are affected.
In Nagapattinam, reforma-
tion is needed at Akkarai-
pettai and Velankanni. Ra-
manathapuram requires
action at Mookaiyur, and in
Thoothukudi, Vembar, Ti-
ruchendur, and Manappad
are stretches needing at-
tention. Kanniyakumari
has several affected areas,
including Mel Midalam,
Enayamputhen-thurai,
Erayumanthurai, Edappa-
du, Vallavilai, and Mar-
thandamthurai. In Pudu-
cherry, Kottakuppam to
Kurichikuppam and Pondy
Marina need reformation.

The analysis was done

F [

The analysis was done as part
of the Shoreline Management
Plan, mandated by the CRZ
Notification, 2011.

as part of the Shoreline
Management Plan (SMP),
mandated by the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) Not-
ification, 2011.

The SMP, prepared by
the NCCR, involved a
month-long survey of the
coast by multiple teams on
foot. Several factors were
considered for a compre-
hensive shoreline assess-
ment, including the coastal
geomorphology, the pre-
sence of river inlets, eco-
sensitive areas, and the so-
cio-economic conditions of
coastal populations. Addi-
tionally, the analysis incor-
porated data on coastal
structures, met-ocean pa-
rameters such as wind,
tide, wave conditions, and
sediment budgeting. The
SMP includes an action
plan designed to address
immediate and long-term
needs for coastal protec-

Source: The Hindu, 25 December 2024, p.8
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tion. An overview of the
SMP was presented at a ca-
pacity building workshop
organised by the Depart-
ment of Environment for
officials from Chennai,
Chengalpattu, and Tiruval-
lur. The NCCR’s SMP out-
lines strategies to address
coastal erosion, while also
considering the sustaina-
ble development of the
coastline.

Nearly 13.5% of Tamil
Nadu’s coastline is occu-
pied by artificial struc-
tures. These, besides river
regulation and sea-level
rise, contribute to coastal
erosion and accretion. Mo-
reover, Kanniyakumari
and Tiruvallur stand out
for having the highest con-
centration of coastal struc-
tures. While the former
mostly has coastal protec-
tion structures, the latter is
home to more coastal in-
frastructure develop-
ments. These distinctions
are important in tailoring
effective strategies for each
region.

Rahul Nadh, Member
Secretary, Tamil Nadu
State Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Authority, said the
SMP was pending approval
from the Government of
India and was expected to
be published for public
comments, along with the
Coastal Zone Management
Plan and the coastal land
use maps, in January 2025.



State’s draft Water Policy moots strategies for
sustainable resource management and equity

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The State Planning Com-
mission (SPC) has drafted
the ‘Tamil Nadu State Wa-
ter Policy’ to address chal-
lenges on water manage-
ment, and provide
strategies to ensure equita-
ble access to clean water
for all as a basic human
right.

The need for the policy
arises because the State’s
annual per capita availabil-
ity of water resources is
just 900 cubic metres. It
falls behind, when com-
pared with the national av-
erage of 1,486 cubic meters
in 2021.

The draft, which was
submitted to the Chief Mi-
nister recently, has flagged
a serious cause for concern
— the rapid growth of priv-
ate commercial water ex-
tractors and suppliers in
the State.

Gaps in water supply

The demand-supply gap in
domestic water supply is
addressed by private water
suppliers through tanker
lorries and other mea-
sures. These private sup-
pliers, however, are not
regulated. Though the gap
is filled by private water
suppliers, the quality of
water and extraction of

Tackling water woes

Some of the objectives of the State Planning Commission’s draft Water Policy, which focuses on
addressing specific challenges in water management

To ensure To ensure
social that clean
justice and water for
equity in drinking and
providing sanitation
adequate becomes a basic
water to all human right

To protect,

rejuvenate
and enhance
the quality
and quantity
of surface and
groundwater

and flood

To achieve climate-
resilience to drought

To transform T.N.
from water-scarce
to a water-secure State

= Of the State's

total surface

water potential of

24,943.84 mcm,

7,608.53 mcm

s isreceived from

Andhra Pradesh,

Karnataka and
Kerala. More than

4 95% of the surface

water and 80% of

the groundwater are

already being used

® Tamil Nadu
has pioneered
desalination, as
early as in the

A LOOK AT THE WATER RESOURCES OF TAMIL NADU 1990s, bringing

® T.N.is dependent on monsoon for water. The
normal annual rainfall is 960 mm — 41% of which is
received during the Southwest monsoon; 42% during
the Northeast monsoon; and the remaining during
summer and non-monsoon months

groundwater without regu-
lation raise concerns. The
SPC has called for a man-
datory registration of all
types of wells, water tran-
sport vehicles, rigs, and
drilling agencies with the
local body concerned.

Recommendations

The draft policy suggests
creation of the Tamil Nadu
Water Resources Authori-
ty, a Water Policy Research
Centre and a unified Tamil
Nadu Water Information

Source: The Hindu, 30 December 2024, p.6

System, among others.

It further says that the
State could establish the
Tamil Nadu Water Policy
Research Centre through
an Act of the Legislature to
undertake water resource
planning, and advise on
the policy decisions that
will ensure social justice,
and judicious, equitable
and sustainable manage-
ment of water resources.

“The centre shall eval-
uate the impact of the poli-
cy decisions, and advise

® There are 34 rivers
in the State, which
are grouped into 17
major basins and
127 sub-basins

about technological
solutions to provide
drinking water in
Ramanathapuram
and Chennai
districts

SOURCE: STATE PLANNING COMMISSION

the State on policy matters
with changing scenarios. It
will also collaborate with
national and international
water institutions, and act
as a centre for excellence
in water resources plan-
ning for the State,” the SPC
mentions in its detailed re-
port.

Another proposed plan
was to use the centre as an
incubation hub to conduct
research for water re-
source development, and
undertake pilot projects
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before they are implement-
ed across the State.

The Commission furth-
er highlights that industrial
sectors consumed huge
quantities of water. “The
State shall mandate indus-
tries and urban local bo-
dies to treat wastewater. At
least 80% of the water used
for domestic purposes
would be available for
reuse,” it added.

Another proposal was to
create a single nodal agen-
cy to collect all water-relat-
ed data in digital format for
enhancing water manage-
ment systems.

Separate fund

A separate fund — Water
Fund - shall be created.
Funds can be raised from
corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives, the corpo-
rate sector, industrial bo-
dies, and wrban local
bodies and panchayat raj
institutions. The money
shall be utilised for conser-
vation, protection and
management of waterbo-
dies, the SPC says.

The State, through wa-
ter resources authority or
the Planning Commission,
shall create a plan to identi-
fy discriminatory practices
in society, and arrive at so-
lutions to mainstream gen-
der in water resources
management.



Central team reviews impact
of cyclone in Villupuram dist.

The seven-member team inspects damage caused to infrastructure and standing crops due

to flooding induced by Cyclone Fengal; the team will be inspecting Cuddalore district today

S. Prasad
VILLUPURAM

n inter-ministerial
Ateam deputed by
the Union govern-

ment to assess the damage
to crops and property due
to Cyclone Fengal visited
several parts of Villupuram
district on Saturday.

The seven-member
team headed by Rajesh
Gupta, Joint Director, Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA), arrived in Villupu-
ram from Chennai.

The team split into two
groups and inspected the
damage due to flooding at
the Regulated Marketing
Committee in Vikravandi.

It inspected the godown
for a first-hand assessment
of the damage caused to
groundnut and other cash
crops that were ruined due
to inundation. The team al-
so inspected the breached
segment of the Pambai
channel at Ayyankoilpattu
near Villupuram.

Damage to bunds
Officials from the Water Re-
sources Department elabo-
rated on the breach and
damage the torrential
downpour triggered by the
cyclone caused to the
bunds. The team members
inspected damage to in-
frastructure, roads, and in-
undation of standing
crops, and habitations due
to the breach of the Pam-
bai channel at Vallamur in
Kaanai block.

Secretary of Revenue
and Disaster Management
P. Amudha and District

Taking stock: The Central team inspecting the Regulated Marketing Committee in Vikravandi,
Villupuram district, on Saturday. 5.5. KUMAR

Collector C. Palani elabo-
rated on the estimated loss
caused to agricultural
crops, roads, and other in-
frastructure due to the cy-
clone, with the help of a
photo exhibition at the Vil-
lupuram Collectorate.

Official sources said that
they had submitted a list
detailing damage caused to
infrastructure and stand-
ing crops due to flooding.

Agricultural ~ Depart-
ment sources said the
standing crops raised on
about 80,560 hectares had
been damaged in the rain-
fall. Of this, crop loss was
more than 33% on 43,486
hectares.

A total of 1,16,486 farm-
ers were affected by Cy-
clone Fengal and the admi-
nistration has  sought
assistance for both rainfed
and irrigated crops. Addi-
tionally, horticultural

Source: The Hindu, 8 December 2024, p.10

crops raised on around
28,510.50 hectares were al-
so damaged due to heavy
downpour in the district.

Earlier, the Central team
held a meeting chaired by
Ms. Amudha.

Unprecedented inflow
Officials explained to the
team that the catchment
areas of Sathanur dam in
Tiruvannamalai  district
had received unprecedent-
ed inflow. This combina-
tion of heavy rainfall and
inflow from Pambar river,
coupled with the discharge
from the dam, caused hea-
vy inundation in most
parts of Villupuram dis-
trict, flooding agricultural
fields and damaging infras-
tructure.

Apprising the team of
the damage, officials said
that as many as 37 tanks in
the Lower Pennaiyar basin

division in Villupuram had
suffered structural damage
while 69 tanks had
breached. A total of 17 ani-
cuts and 27 river bunds
had breached and the total
restoration was estimated
to cost T600 crore.

The team also inspected
damage to horticultural
crops at Karungalipattu,
submerged paddy fields
and tank breaches at Sen-
nakunam, damage to the
Tirukkoyilur anicut, roads,
and regulated marketing
committee at Arkandanal-
lur.

The Kallakurichi district
administration also elabo-
rated on the loss incurred
in the district with the help
of a photo exhibition at Ti-
rukkoyilur municipality.

The team will be in-
specting the damage in
Cuddalore district on Sun-
day (December 8).
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‘Integrated solutions to global
warming need of the hour’

Minister Thangam Thennarasu stresses upon importance of holding discussions on the

concept of ‘One Health’ among all the stakeholders to find solutions to emerging challenges

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n integrated ap-
Aproach towards
welfare of humans,

animals, environment and
ecosystems is a part of Ta-
mil culture and it is the
need of the hour to collec-
tively find permanent solu-
tions to the challenges
posed by global warming
and climate change, said
Thangam Thennarasu, Mi-
nister for Finance, Envi-

ronment and Climate
Change, here on
Wednesday.

In his valedictory ad-
dress at the ‘One Health
and Climate Change’ Tamil
Nadu symposium, Mr.
Thennarasu stressed the
importance of holding dis-
cussions on the concept of
‘One Health’ among all the
stakeholders to find solu-
tions to emerging challeng-
es. He also said that the
State government had re-
cently declared heatwaves
a State-specific disaster.

Climate change
Health and Family Welfare

:!I"u, /u' W

Minister Ma. Subramanian
said the State received ex-
cess rainfall this year be-
cause of climate change.
Supriya Sahu, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare, said four interna-
tional agencies - Food and
Agriculture Organisation,
World Organisation for
Animal Health, World
Health Organisation and

Source: The Hindu, 19 December 2024, p.6
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Health Secretary Supriya Sahu, Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu, and Health Minister
Ma. Subramanian with the book in Chennai on Wednesday. M. SRINATH

United Nations Environ-
ment Programme - had
come together to work on
the concept. She also
stressed the need to ad-
dress antimicrobial resis-
tance in animals and the
indiscriminate use of pesti-
cides in agriculture.

Mr. Subramanian
launched the ‘One Health’
logo and released an intro-
ductory booklet - ‘One
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Climate

Health  and
Change: A Tamil Nadu Per-
spective’. P. Senthil Kumar,
Principal Secretary, De-
partment of Environment,
Climate Change and For-
ests; A. Arun Thamburaj,
Mission Director, National
Health Mission, Tamil Na-
du; M. Aravind, Managing
Director, Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Services Corporation
were present.



4,000 irrigation tanks
filled to the brim in TN

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Heavy rainfall
from the northeast monsoon
since Oct has filled many irri-
gation tanks in several dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu, increas-
ting reservoir storage levels.
It significantly benefited
tanks in Kanyakumari, Villu-
puram, Thanjavur, Chengal-
petand Tiruvannamalaiasof
Thursday.

Actotalof 4,000 out of 14,140
irrigation tanks are now at
full capacity due to heavy ra-
infall. The water resources
department reports that Ka-
nyakumari (580), Villupuram
(469), Thanjavur (384), Cheng-
alpet (347) and Tiruvannama-
lai (376) districts have a high
number of tanks at 100% ca-
pacity An additional 2,926
tanks are nearing full capaci-
ty, holding between 76% and
99% of their potential. Anot-
her 2,396 tanks are more than
half full.

Before the monsoon’s on-
set in the third week of Oct,
only 891 tanks were at full ca-
pacity, primarily in Kanyaku-
mari and Madurai districts.
Districts such as Chennai,
Cuddalore, Kallakurichi, Ra-
nipet, Thanjavur, Tiruvallur,
Tiruvannamalaiand Villupu-
ram, which experienced hea-
vy rainfall from Cyclone
Fengal, nowhave half of their
tanks at full capacity.

Incidentally, a lack of wa-
ter storage has been reported
in 569 tanks despite recent ra-
infall. Most of these empty
tanks are in Tirunelveli (181)
and Tenkasi (137) districts.
“We have sought an explana-
tion from the officials of the
respective areas about zero
storage given that rainfall is
widespread,” a senior official
said.

Nine rainfall gauge sta-
tions across these two dis-
tricts recorded between Imm
and 6mm of rain for the 24-ho-
ur period ending on Thurs-
day morning. Further, 90 ma-
jor and minor reservoirs now
hold a combined 183.892 thou-

sand million cubic feet (tmcft)
of water, which represents
82% of theirtotal capacity.
Since June 1, the begin-
ningof the water year, the sta-
terealised 159 tmcft of Cauve-
ry water on the Biligundulu
inter-state border, which ex-
ceeds the prescribed quan-
tum of the court by 115 tmeft.
Thanks to good inflows, Met-
tur reservoir's storage on

Thursday reached 89 tmeft
against its full capacity of
93.47 tmcft.

Bhavanisagar and Ama-
ravathireservoirs,along with
Krishnagiri and Sathanur in
the northern region, also ma-
intain comfortable storage le-
vels. Low storage in Mullape-
riyar, Vaigai, Papanasam and
Manimuthur in the southern
beltisacauseof concern.

Source: The Times of India, 13 December 2024, p. 5

Temple tanks, lakes help city
store 6 lakh million litres

‘Dig More

~ Ponds To Store
More Water’

Omijasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

TO!

Chennai: Ground water le-
vel in the city are sure torise
as the rain on Saturday filled
up at least 200 small and me-
dium-sized ponds and temp-
le tanks.

By 1lam, Kapaleeswarar
tank, Chitrakulam, Agasthe-
eswarar Prasanna Venkate-
satempletank,and Kandasa-
my temple tank in Thirupo-
rur were overflowing.

The 24.2 lakh cubic metre
capacity Vadapalani Anda-
var temple tank was also
brimming.

All six ponds in the Guin-
dy Race Course, withacumu-
lativel.5lakh cubic metre ca-
pacity, were full.

Apond along the six-vent

NATURE'S BOUNTY: A pond in Thiru Vi Ka Nagar brimming after rain

.—b—

culvert in Velachery, created
by GCC last week, was brim-
ming too.

Deputy mayor Mahesh
Kumar said they desilted at
least 170 of 200 ponds in the
city last month, which is hel-
ping several neighbourho-
ods.

“With improved absor-
bingcapacity, localised inun-
dation is stopped. We have
about 70sponge parks thatdi-
vert water to ponds. We will
create more of them soon,”
hesaid.

Source: The Times of India, 1 December 2024, p. 5

In Ambattur, Ayyan Ku-
lam, Kalaivanan pond, and
Vairakulam, together total-
ling 40,000 sqm in size, were
brimming. In Manali, a
26,625 sqm pond in Kosapur
was 80% full.

Mahesh Kumar said 200
ponds will boost the city's
storage by atleast fivelakhto
six lakh million litres.

Thousand Lights MLA Dr
N Ezhilan said two temple
tanks in his area started to
overflow, but due to poor up-
keep.

“These tanks can be dee-
pened. HR and CE depart-
ment must coordinate with
GCC ahead of the next mon-
soon so we can make the best

¢ useof the ponds,” he said.

S Janakarajan, a water
management expert, said
the core city does not have
big lakes except for some
such as Chetpet, Velachery,
and Villivakkam.

“Many houses have up to
150-foot-deep borewells. Im-
proving ponds and tanks,
and promoting rainwater
harvesting, will cater to the
water demands of the city,”
hesaid.

The GCC is restoring at
least 30 ponds currently in
Ambattur, Korattur, and
Madhavaram. Bigger lakes
such as Velachery are being
restored too.

Janakarajan said if open
spaces are available within
the city, ponds can be excava-
ted.

“It's done in China,” he
added.
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Surplus rain helps raise city’s
groundwater table: analysis

The average groundwater table is now at a depth of 2.66 metres, an increase by nearly 3.05 metres

since June, according to Chennai Rains, a weather blogging site that analysed data of CMWSSB

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

here has been a
Illsteady rise in
groundwater level

in Chennai since June ow-
ing to surplus rainfall both
during Southwest mon-
soon and ongoing North-
east monsoon, according
to an analysis by Chennai
Rains (Chennaiyil Oru Maz-
haikalam), a weather blog-
ging site.

Madhavaram, Ambattur
and Anna Nagar were
among the city zones that
saw a significant rise in
their groundwater table
between June and Decem-
ber 20. The analysis was
carried out based on the
groundwater data of Chen-
nai Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (CMWSSB).

The average groundwa-
ter table is now at a depth
of 2.66 metres below the
ground level, which is an
increase by nearly 3.05
metres since June. While
the average groundwater

B R —

Levels up: The Northeast monsoon rainfall, which contributes to
bulk of the city's annual rainfall, has so far yielded nearly 103 cm
and this is an excess of 32%. FILE PHOTO

level falls between 2
metres and 3 metres in
most of the zones, the wa-
ter table in Teynampet and
Royapuram zones re-
mained at a depth of 4
metres-5 metres below
ground level. Soil condi-
tion and over extraction of
resources due to urbanisa-
tion are cited as reasons for
low water recharge.

K. Srikanth, weather
blogger, Chennai Rains
said, “We digressed from
weather analysis to Chen-
nai’s water table to check
the groundwater satura-

Source: The Hindu, 24 December 2024, p.2

tion level and flood poten-
tial. Bountiful rainfall this
year, particularly during
the two monsoons, has
helped improve the
groundwater table. We
found that groundwater le-
vel in areas like Madhava-
ram during June was at a
depth of 12 metres indicat-
ing water stress.”

Chennai has received
64.1 cm of rainfall during
Southwest monsoon,
which is more than its aver-
age of 44.8 cm. The NE
monsoon rainfall, which
contributes to bulk of the
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city’s yearly rainfall, has so
far yielded nearly 103 cm
and this is an excess of
32%.

This NE monsoon has
ensured surplus rainfall in
most of the districts in Ta-
mil Nadu. This is one of the
years when La Nina, the
global weather phenome-
non, may influence de-
layed monsoon withdrawal
in the State, he added.

Meanwhile, the Region-
al Meteorological Centre,
Chennai, has withdrawn
heavy rainfall alert for a
few districts issued earlier
for Tuesday and Wednes-
day. However, it has fore-
cast enhanced rainfall ac-
tivity that will spread over
the State on December 25
and 26.

P.Senthamarai Kannan,
Director, Area Cyclone
Warning Centre, Chennai,
said the weather system,
influenced by western dis-
turbance, might bring
moderate rainfall over
north Tamil Nadu on Tues-
day and pick up intensity
from Wednesday.



City’s reservoirs
now at 53% of
their capacity

Times News NETWORK

than half-full, at 53%, after receiving rain-

fall in their catchment areas due to rain
caused by Cyclone Fengal. Two weeks ago, the
six reservoirs were only 45% full, with 5.95 tmeft
(thousand million cubic feet), while there is
around 7 tmceft of water now out of a 13.2 tmeft
capacity, as of Saturday evening.

Inall six reservoirs, around 53 cm of rain fell
on their catchment areas. The catchment areas
of the city’s two main reservoirs, Red Hills and
Chembarambakkam, received 14 cm and 12.3
cm of rainfall respectively on Saturday. Thus,
Red Hills reservoir is 76% full with 2.5 tmcft of
water against its 3.3 tmeft capacity. Also, Chem-
barambakkam reservoir is 67% full with 2.44
tmeft of water against its capacity of 3.64 tmcft.

Veeranam lake in Cuddalore district, which
also provides water to Chennai, received simi-
lar rainfall when Delta districts got rain. It is
70% full with 1 tmcft of water out of a 1.46 tm-
cft capacity.

Water resources department officials said
the rain was beneficial to ensure water security
for most of 2025. “But we need at least 15-20 cm
more rainfall over two days to make the reser-
voirs brim,” said a senior engineer with WRD.

Except the drinking water reservoirs, the
WRD had drained the city lakes to half or 60%
their capacity to handle the northeast monsoon
floods in vulnerable areas.

C hennai’s surface reservoirs are now more

RESERVOIR LEVELS
ON SATURDAY EVENING

RESERVOIR g‘}g:fé'i'm“

Poondi 17.96

Cholavaram 12.04 The |
Redhills 76.06 water
Kannankottai -
Thervoykandigai 62.00 53%
Chembarambakkam | 67.03 fuliwow’
Veeranam 70.55

TOTAL 52,99

Source: The Times of India, 1 December 2024, p. 2

New water lines

set to benefit
North Chennai

NEW WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

Total Project
residentsto  cost (2)
benefit 19.4cr
1.28 1akh  »yiional

Total water
households = supply
to benefit planned

25671 | 13 MLD fuat

coered 38,41, 47 |2

Padmaja.J@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Over 1.28 lakh re-
sidents in Korukkupet and
Perambur (wards 38, 41, and
47) in North Chennai will re-
ceive an additional hour of
piped water supply every
day by Aug next year undera
new ¥19.4 crore project.

This initiative, part of
the Vada Chennai Valarchi
Thittam, aims to supply 13
million litres per day (mld)
of water to 25,671 house-
holds, according to Metro-
water officials.

Two new tanks — a10 mld
underground tank and a 3
mld overhead tank — are be-
ing constructed to address
water shortage in these are-
as. “Several streets had no
water pipelines,” said an of-
ficial, noting that 125 streets
currently have damaged pi-
pelines, and 25 others have
no water connections atall.

Until now, residents reli-
edonjust 7.1 mld of water de-
livered for 20 minutes to an
hour daily through 643 high-
density polyethylene
(HDPE) tanks and 94 water
tanker trips. However, this
supply is inadequate. Seve-
ral homes barely receive wa-

Length of el I
new pipeline 2.4 km Underground water pipes being
network laid in Korukkupet

ter, and old, damaged pipeli-
nes often caused contamina-
tion. Residents frequently
complain about poor quality
and insufficient quantity of
water, the official said.

The project, which began
in Aug 2024, was briefly pau-
sed during this year’s nort-
heast monsoon.

The new tanks will sour-
cewater from Redhillsreser-
voir viaapipeline extending
from Madhavaram. From
these tanks, water will be
distributed to households
through a newly laid 2.4-km
pipeline network, ensuring
an additional hour of water
supply.

Once operational, the re-
liance on HDPE tanks will
drop significantly from 643
to 160, and tanker trips will
reduce from 94 to 21, enhan-
cing efficiency and covera-
ge.

“This is a much-needed
move. Previously, water
drawn in the afternoon was
often yellowish in colour due
to old pipelines,” said San-
thosh J, a Korukkupet resi-
dent. “But the water agency
must not delay giving piped
connections in streets that
weremissed earlier.”

Source: The Times of India, 24 December 2024, p. 2
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‘Lake areas outside Pulicat sanctuary must be protected’

Amid concerns over the shrinking Pulicat bird sanctuary limits, Tamil Nadu State Wetland Authority takes measures to bring the lake areas outside the sanctuary’s limits under the Wetlands

(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017; it calls for concerted efforts to prevent the wetlands from being converted for non-wetland uses, including the establishment or expansion of industries

~

Unique ecosystem: Currently, th
has a default, 10-kilometre eco-sensitive zone. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n a bid to prevent the
lconversion of wet-

lands for non-wetland
uses, the Tamil Nadu State
Wetland Authority
(TNSWA) has sought to
bring lake areas outside
the limits of Pulicat bird
sanctuary under the Wet-
lands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2017.

A submission in this res-
pect was made in a report
filed with regard to a suo
motu case taken up by the
Principal Bench of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT).

It was subsequently
transferred to the South-
ern Bench, based on an ar-
ticle published in The Hin-
du on concerns over the
shrinking of Pulicat bird
sanctuary’s limits.

In the report, Deepak
Srivastava, member secre-
tary, TNSWA, referred to a
2022 directive from the Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forests, and Climate
Change, which empha-
sised that all wetlands list-
ed in the National Wetland
Inventory Assessment of
201, including Pulicat
lake, must be protected
under Rule 4(2).

This is mandatory, re-

gardless of whether the
wetland has been formally
notified.

This rule prohibits the
conversion of wetlands for
non-wetland uses, includ-
ing the establishment or
expansion of industries.

Ban on waste dumping

It also bans the dumping of
solid waste, construction
debris, hazardous mate-
rials, and untreated waste

into the wetlands. During
the 77" meeting of the
Standing Committee of the
National Board for Wil
dlife, which was held in Ja-
nuary 2024, a proposal
was put forth for making
use of the 215.83 hectares
of non-forest land within
the eco-sensitive zone - lo-
cated five km from the bird
sanctuary - for the deve-
lopment of an industrial
park.

As mentioned in the ar-
ticle by The Hindu, con-
cerns loom with the State
government initiating the
process to denotify the
bird sanctuary.

Eco-sensitive zone
Currently, the sanctuary
has a default, 10-kilometre
eco-sensitive zone. This
will change once the boun-
daries of the sanctuary are
established.

Source: The Hindu, 29 December 2024, p.4

183 TN villages part of eco-sensitive
zone notified by union forest ministry

Development of hotels, resorts will be prohibited; public can submit objections in next 60 days

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

THE Ministry of Environment,
Forestand Climate Change has
released the draft notification
for the Eco-Sensitive Zone
(ESZ) surrounding the Anama-
lai Tiger Reserve (ATR) in
Tamil Nadu. This notification
proposes a protective zone cov-
ering 183 villages, including
the highly-fragmented Valparai
estates, across Coimbatore,
Tiruppur and Dindigul dis-
tricts. Spanning 767.57 sq km,
the ESZ extends from zeroto 10
kilometres around the reserve’s
boundaries.

The ATR, part of the Western
Ghats, spans 1,479.87 sq km, in-
cluding a core area of 958.59 sg
km critical for tiger conserva-
tion and a 521.28 sq km buffer
zone. The ESZ area will provide
an extra laver of protection,
which would help protect per-
ennial rivers that originate in
Anamalai hills, as it will pro-
hibit/regulate harmful, pollut-
ing and water-guzzling indus-
tries. These rivers are the
primary source for the Param-
bikulam Alivar Project (PAP)
thatirrigates drought-prone ar-
eas in Coimbatore and Erode
districts.

The draft notification will be
open to the public for next 60
days within which stakehold-
ers and residents of the 183 vil-

lagesfalling inside the ESZ are
invited to submit objections or
suggestions. Submissions can
be sent to the ministry’s office
or via email after which it will
be gazette notified.

TNIE spoke to multiple envi-
ronmentalists, who appreciated
the state forest department’s
move to include the entire Val-
parai plateau, except the town-
ship, in the ESZ proposal. The
tea estates’ lobby in Valparai
had thwarted the department’s
proposal to include their land
in the buffer zone in the past.

Now, with the inclusion in
the ESZ, certain activities can
be regulated to boost conserva-
tion in the area. For instance,
no new construction of hotels
and resorts will be allowed
within 1km from the boundary
of the tiger reserve or up to the

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 December 2024, p.4

TheZonal

Master Plan will
be prepared in
consultation with
the peopleand
will not impose
any restrictions on
approved existing
land use and
other activities

Rakesh Kumar Dogra,
Chief Wildlife Warden

extent of the ESZ whichever is
nearer.

Activities like commercial
mining, stone quarrying, pol-
luting industries and major
construction projects are pro-
hibited. Additionally, new saw-
mills, brick kilns and large-
scale poultry or livestock farms
are not allowed. The introduc-
tion of invasive species and un-
sustainable land-use practices
like large-scale deforestation
are also banned. However, tra-
ditional livelihoods, ecofriend-
ly tourism, and small-scale,
non-polluting industries are
encouraged.

The draft also establishes a
monitoring committee, chaired
by district collectors, to oversee
ESZ activities and ensure com-
pliance with environmental
regulations. The committee
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will include experts, local offi-
cials, and representatives from
NGOs.

The vehicular movement of
traftic shall be regulated in a
habitat-friendly manner and
specific provisions in this re-
gard shall be incorporated in
the Zonal Master Plan, and till
such time as the Zonal Master
Plan is prepared and approved
by a competent authority of the
state gover nment, the monitor-
ing committee shall ensure
compliance of vehicular
movement.

The ATR is home to signifi-
cant biodiversity with over
2,500 angiosperm species and
diverse fauna, including tigers,
elephants and endemic species
such as the Nilgiri tahr and li-
on-tailed macaque. These pro-
tection measures are needed
for long-term sustainability of
the habitat and its people.

Chief Wildlife Warden
Rakesh Kumar Dogra clarified
that the ESZ will not have any
negative impact on the region’s
people and their livelihood.
“The Zonal Master Plan will be
prepared in consultation with
the people and will not impose
any restriction on the approved
existing land use, infrastruc-
ture and activities. It will pro-
mote eco-friendly development
for the security of local com-
munities’,” he told TNIE.



Govt. to set up fund to protect endangered
species and enhance conservation efforts

The 350 cr. fund will comprise a contribution of ¥5 crore by the government and money raised through government bodies, CSR contributions, and

donations; key activities include establishment of geo-tagged planting sites and nurseries and the development of species-specific conservation plans

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he State govern-
T ment has issued an
order to establish

the Tamil Nadu Endan-
gered Species Conserva-
tion Fund with an initial
corpus of I50 crore, aim-
ing to protect the endan-
gered and critically endan-
gered species.

The fund will begin with
a contribution of 5 crore
by the government, with
additional funds to be
raised through govern-
ment entities, corporate
social responsibility contri-
butions, and national and
international donations.

According to the G.O. is-
sued by the Principal Se-
cretary, Department of En-
vironment, Climate

Significant initiative: The State government plans to conserve

sacred groves, which have been protected for centuries by locals
due to their religious significance. FILE PHOTO

Change and Forests, on
November 26, the Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of
Forests and Chief Wildlife
Warden has outlined sever-

al key objectives and stra-
tegies for the fund’s utilisa-
tion. These  include
surveying, assessing, and
mapping threatened spe-

cies across the State, en-
hancing conservation ef-
forts both inside and
outside protected areas,
and building partnerships
for the long-term protec-
tion of vulnerable species.

Key activities under the
fund include the establish-
ment of geo-tagged plant-
ing sites and nurseries to
promote species restora-
tion, along with the deve-
lopment of species-specific
conservation and rehabili-
tation plans.

Cultural preservation
A network of partnerships
with government depart-
ments, private sectors, and
local communities will be
built to ensure sustainable
conservation —outcomes,
the order said.
Additionally, the fund

will explore cultural pre-
servation through the
State’s Sacred Groves, leve-
raging the Tamil Nadu Pre-
servation of Private Forests
Act, 1949, and the Tamil
Nadu Hill Preservation Act,
1955, to strengthen conser-
vation efforts.

The government will al-
so collaborate with tribal
communities and educa-
tional institutions to en-
gage a wider public in con-
servation initiatives, the
order stated. In line with
this, the fund will identify
and protect high conserva-
tion value areas outside
protected zones, which are
crucial habitats for many
threatened species.

Recognising the value of
traditional conservation
methods, the government
also plans to conserve

sacred groves, which have
been protected for centu-
ries by locals due to their
religious significance.
These Sacred Natural Sites
may be declared Biodiver-
sity Heritage Sites under
the National Biodiversity
Act, further enhancing the
protection of these ecologi-
cally valuable areas, ac-
cording to the order.
Managed by State Forest
Development Agency, the
fund will be initially over-
seen by the Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve Foundation,
which will provide audited
reports on its activities.
The corpus will be held in
the Tamil Nadu Power Fi-
nance Corporation or Ta-
mil Nadu Transport Deve-
lopment Finance
Corporation till further ar-
rangements are made.

Source: The Hindu, 2 December 2024, p.4

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @
Chennaii

THE first-ever synchronised
survey of the Nilgiri Tahr, con-
ducted from April 29 to May 1
this vear, has revealed a total
population of 1,031 tahrs in
Tamil Nadu, with 552 living in
fragmented habitats across 128
blocks and 479 in large contigu-
ous landscapes spanning 12
blocks.

The survey report released
by Forest Minister K Ponmudy
on Wednesday shows that if the
population in the adjoining
blocks in Kerala are taken into
consideration, the combined
population of Nilgiri Tahr
stands at 1,858, with 1,229 in
Tamil Nadu (inter-state bound-
ary) and 827 in Kerala's Era-
vikulam National Park.

The Anamalai hills hold 41%
of the total population of Nilg-
iri Tahr in Tamil Nadu, where-
as the Nilgiris landscape holds
24% of the population. These
findings illustrate that 197 Nil-
giri Tahrs inhabit the inter-
state boundary between Tamil
Nadu and Kerala in the Anama-
lais landscape. Similarly, the
population of Nilgiri Tahr in
Mukurthi National Park was
203 numbers in 24 groups.
Moreover, 83 tahrs occupy both
states in Nilgiris landscapes

TN HOME TO

1,031

NILGIRI TAHRS

m Total estimated population of Nilgiri Tahr

in 140 blocks in entire TN = 1,031

w Total estimated Nilgiri Tahr populationin
Tamil Nadu and Kerala — 1,858 (1,031 in
Tamil Nadu + 827 in Eravikulam National ‘

Park, Kerala)

m The enumerated
population of

Nilgiri Tahr in Grass 2 7 6 4
hills National Park :i

m The enumerated
population of Nilgiri
Tahr in Mukurthi
National Park

= Total
estimated
population

- of Nilgiri Tahrin
140 blocks of Tamil
Nadu and 3 adjoining
blocks of Kerala together

1,229

_m Male to Female ratio of Nilgiri Tahr 'I . 2
‘- among the classified population 1.«

® Female to Young ratio of Nilgiri Tahr 2 5 'I
among the classified population .

—Bangitapal of Tamil Nadu and
Sispara of Kerala.

Chief Wildlife Warden
Rakesh Kumar Dogra told
TNIE that a deeper analysis
was needed to understand why
the tahr is moving into new
habitats and not preferring
some of the known historic
landscapes. On radio-collaring,
which was temporarily sus-
pended follow ing the death of a
female tahr recently, he said it
will be repurposed. “Radio-col-
laring will be done when we go
for the reintroduction of tahr
in new habitats,” he added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 December 2024, p.2

The survey also highlighted
the male-to-female ratio, esti-
mated at 1:2, and the female-to-
yvoung ratio at 2.1, emphasising
the species’ reproductive poten-
tial. Nilgiri Tahr was observed
at elevations ranging from 270
to 2,630 metres above sea level,
and a new colony was discov-
ered in the Pasumalai habitat
in the Chinnamanur Range.
The tahr has become locally ex-
tinct in 8 historic habitats in-
cluding Budha gundu (Polla-
chi) and Nedungundru
(Valaparai) among other areas,
and has not been documented

in these habitats for the past
few years.

Conducted across 13 Nilgiri
Tahr-holding forest divisions
in Tamil Nadu and adjoining
areas of Kerala, the survey was
thefirst of its kind and involved
the collaboration of the Tamil
Nadu and Kerala Forest depart-
ments, WWF-India, and IUCN.
The survey spanned 1,862 kilo-
metresof footwork, withdrones
documenting the process, and
pellet samples collected for mo-
lecular studies at the Advanced
Institute for Wildlife Conserva-
tion in Vandalur.
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Rescuers had to watch out for
rocks fallmg as soil was loose

CM Stalin
Announces 35
Lakh Relief

Bosco.Dominique
@timesofindia.com

Tiruvannamalai: Teams
from the NDRF and the SDRF
had to Kkeep looking over

TOI

Man killed in wall collapse in Ooty

Udhagamandalam: A 50-year-old daily wage labourer died
aftera mud wall of his house collapsed due to continuous rain
atNondimedu inthe town late Sunday night.

The deceased was identified as G Arumugam. He is survived
by his wife, adaughter and ason. Ooty tahsildar Shankar
Ganesh said Arumugam was trapped under the debris of the
wall. TN information and publicity minister M P Saminathan
handed over arelief of 24 lakh from the disaster management
fundto Arumugam'’s family.

Meanwhile, train services on the Nilgiris Mountain Railway
have been cancelled on Tuesday due to inclement weather.

their shoulders as they dug
through the mud and rocks
that covered the home of Raj-
kumar and Meena at VOC
Nagar in Tiruvannamalai.
The couple, their two chil-
dren and Meena’s brother’s
three children had been bur-
ied alive on Sunday after-
noon. But the hillock above
their house was still unsta-
ble as the heavy rain over the
past two days had loosened
thesoil.
“Thoughtherainhassub-
dued, there are possibilities
of boulders tumbling down

IN SEAI!CH OF LIVES Disaster response forces in actmn

due to rain earlier. We have
evacuated 50 to 80 people
from the locality Three
houses were completely
damaged inthelandslideand
a few houses were partly
damaged,” said district col-
lector D Baskara Pandian. A
big boulder atop the hillock
may tumble down anytime,
he added. On Monday after-
noon, panic gripped the lo-
cality as a few boulders tum-
bled on Monday afternoon.

Thedeceased were identi-
fiedasRIniya, 7, R Gautham,
9, S Ramya, 12, S Maha, 12, M
Vinothini, 14, R Meena, 26,
and N Rajkumar, 32.

Meanwhile, deputy chief
minister Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin, who visited the spot, said
the govt wasready to provide
alternative dwellings if resi-
dents were willing to shift.

He said the govt would
evolve an exclusive scheme
torehabilitate the people dis-

placed from the place.

Chief minister M K Sta-
lin announced a relief of %5
lakh to the families of the de-
ceased in thelandslide. He di-
rected the district adminis-
tration to hand over the sola-
tium before Tuesday eve-
ning.

He appealed to the people
to extend all support to the
govt to prevent catastrophes
such as landslides. He said
the govt has asked experts
from Madras IIT to under-
take soil test in the locality.

Source: The Times of India, 3 December 2024, p. 5

Actor-turned-politician and
TVK founder Vijay condoled
the death of seven people in
the landslide.

The rain clouds left over
from Fengal resulted in re-
cording intense rainfall in
Krishnagiri and Salem dis-
tricts. Yercaud was cut off
following a landslide on the
ghatroad.

Transport was complete-
ly halted between Dharma-
puri and Tirupathur dis-
tricts due to hip-deep water
covering the state highway.

Due to unprecedented quantum of
rainfall, TN incurred huge losses: CM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Addressing the central team,
the CM said the cyclone had
caused heavy rain in 14 dis-
tricts, and four districts
-- Villupuram, Cud-
dalore, Kallakurichi,
and Tiruvannamalai
--- faced severe dam-
age. Roads, electric
poles, bridges, and gov-
ernment buildings have
been severely damaged. Stand-
ing crops in lakhs of acres have
been damaged, he said.
Thirty-three people and thou-
sands of cattle have lost their

L'

lives in heavy rains, the CM
said. The state government
took sufficient precautionary
arrangements to face the cy-
clone, but due to the unprece-
dented quantum of rainfall,
the state has incurred
huge losses.

The central team will
be assessing the damages
in Tamil Nadu on Decem-

ber 7and 8 and senior IAS
officers who have been
camping in rain-hit districts,
particularly in Cuddalore and
Villupuram, will coordinate
with the team.
The central team is led by

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 December 2024, p.7

Rajesh Gupta, Joint Secretary,
Union Home Ministry. The oth-
er members of the team are K
Ponnusamy, Director, Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare, Hyderabad; Sona-
mani Haobam, Director,
Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance; R Sara-
vanan, Director, Ministry of
Jal Shakti; Dhanapalan Kuma-
ran, executive engineer and Ra-
hul Bachkheti, Assistant Direc-
tor from the Union Ministry of
Power and KM Balajee, Assist-
ant Director (urban), Union
Ministry of Rural
Development.
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‘Study T.N. model to control
elephant menace in Karnataka’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
Karnataka Environment

Minister Eshwar Khandre
has directed Forest Depart-
ment officials to study the
Tamil Nadu model for con-
trolling the wild elephant
menace in Karnataka.

Karnataka has the high-
est elephant population in
the country and there have
been many incidents of
elephant attacks on human
beings and of jumbos raid-
ing agricultural fields in
many parts of the State. To
control this menace, rail-
way barricades have been
installed.

Mr. Khandre said that
the installation of the barri-
cades is expensive and
there is a limitation in pro-
Source: The Hindu, 6 December 2024, p.9

Jumbo issue: There have been
many incidents of elephant
attacks in Karnataka.

curing sufficient railway
tracks for this purpose.

To address this issue,
Mr. Khandre has directed
officials to study alterna-
tive measures and submit a
report.

“Currently, the proven
solution to mitigate the

menace is the installation
of railway barricades,
which costs approximately
Z1.5 crore per kilometre.
However, there is a limita-
tion in procuring sufficient
railway tracks for this pur-
pose. In Tamil Nadu, steel
rope fences have been in-
stalled as a barrier, at a cost
of ¥45 lakh per kilometre. I
have instructed officials to
examine this method and
submit a report within 10
days,” the Environment Mi-
nister said.

So far, 312 kilometres of
railway barricades have
been installed in Karnata-
ka. The Minister has also
asked officials to submit a
comparative report on the
loss of life and crops before
and after the installation of
these barricades.

CAG uncovers flaws in Tamil Nadu’s solar greenhouse scheme

TiMES NEws NETWORK

he chief minister’s solar powered

I greenhouse scheme came under fire

too. The audit report pointed to

flaws in beneficiary selection and tender

procedure violations. It found that the

scheme funds benefited ineligible indi-

viduals and that the quality of solar pho-

tovoltaic home lighting systems (SPVHLS)
supplied was compromised.

The scheme aimed to construct three
lakh houses between 2011 and 2016 and an-
other one lakh houses from 2016 to 2021.
The CAG audit, however, found substantial
irregularities in implementation of the

programme. “Govt should ensure that an
inquiry is initiated on tender violations in
the procurement of SPVHLS and respon-
sibility should be fixed for the lapses,” the
report said.

It said a significant number of benefi-
ciaries were not the intended homeless
and vulnerable population. The scheme
guidelines mandated beneficiary selection
from the poor residing within a village
panchayat, with final approval from the
gram sabha. The audit found that in 27 of
the 57 selected village panchayats, 47% of
allotments were made by the Block Devel-
opment Officer (BDO). “The govt should
order an inguiry into the issue of ineligi-

Source: The Times of India, 11 December 2024, p. 2

ble beneficiaries getting scheme benefits
and ensure that BDOs are made account-
able for the lapses in the selection,” the
auditor said.

The audit uncovered preferential treat-
ment given to ineligible firms through
incorrect eligibility certifications for
SPVHLS. In Coimbatore district, scrutiny
of tender files and test reports from the
winning bidder revealed a lack of valid
documentation for system components. A
similar issue was discovered in Cuddalore,
where the successful bidder submitted an
invalid test report for the photovoltaic
module. Despite this, officials did not re-
ject the bid.
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NGO challenges govt

numbers on pollutants
AVERAGE NO2 IN 2023

Ram Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A day after the
Tamil Nadu govt assured
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) that air pollution
in Chennaiwas within sa-
felimits, a GreenpeaceIn-
dia study found *“alar-
ming” levels of nitrogen
dioxide (NO:) pollution
acrossthecity.

The report, released
Thursday, highlighted
that NO: levels in 2023
consistently exceeded
both WHQO'’s annual gui-
deline of 10 pg/m*and In-
dia’s National Ambient
Alr Quality Standards
(NAAQS) of 40 pg/m?® at
almost all air quality mo-
nitoring stations in the
city. Chennai's average
NO: concentration was
found to be double the
WHO guideline.

The highest pollution
levels wererecorded near
Alandur Bus Depot. Two
other stations — Gandhi
Nagar in Ennore and Roy-

No2 in Chennai (pg/m?)

apuram — also reported
NO: concentrations abo-
ve the WHO guideline.
The report is a reminder
that air pollution is not
confined to North India
but is a growing crisis in
southern cities, inclu-
ding Chennai. Greenpea-
ce said the transporta-
tion sector remains the
largest contributor to
NO: pollution in cities
and has called for a com-
prehensive overhaul of
Chennai’s public trans-
portation system, ma-
king it more accessible,

Source: The Times of India, 5 December 2024, p. 4
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Source: Greenpeam study
efficient, and sustainab-
le.

“Unfortunately, the
number of MTC buses in
Chennai has remained
unchanged at around
3,300 for almost ten years
now. Ideally, going by the
Unionurbanministry gu-
idelines, Chennai should
have at least 4,500 buses,”
said S Kamal, a transpor-
tation activist.

“Prolonged exposure
to NO: is linked to asth-
ma, respiratory inflam-
mation, and cardiovascu-
lar diseases.



Social and Economic Services

‘TN’s domestic
electricity rates
lowest in India’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE state has the lowest aver-
age electricity rates for domes
tic consumers compared to
other states, the state govern-
ment said in an official
statement.

Quoting a report by Aravind
Varier, the average cost of elec-
tricity in Tamil Nadu, as of
March 2023 stands at ¥113 for
100 units. In comparison, the
cost is much higher in other
states - 643 in Maharashtra,
833 in Rajasthan, ¥618 in Mad-
hyva Pradesh, ¥689 in Uttar
Pradesh, 654 in West Bengal,
and F426 in Odisha.

The statement highlighted
various welfare measures un-
dertaken by the government
led by Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin. Farmers in Tamil Nadu re-
ceive free electricity, including
2 lakh agricultural pumpsets
which are fully subsidised.
Powerloom weavers benefit
from 1,000 free units of power,
while handloom weavers are
provided 300 free units every
two months. Additionally, do-
mestic consumers enjoy 100
free units of electricity

Unlike other states, Tamil
Nadu has not increased power
charges, further ensuring re-
lief for the common people.

Source: The New Indian Express,

17 December 2024, p.6

Centre urged to

allot 15 TN cities
for Smart City 2.0

Omijasvin.MD@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
asked the Union ministry of
housing and urban affairs to
pick 15 of its cities for Smart
City 2.0, which is likely to
kick off by 2025 and under
which 100 cities are chosen
through a special purpose
vehicle for civic, mobility
and infrastructure develop-
ment. On Monday, munici-
pal administration minister
K N Nehru and DMK parlia-
mentary party leader Kani-
mozhi presented the de-
mand to Union minister Ma-
nohar Lal Khattar.

At the inception of the
Smart City programme in
2015, Tamil Nadu was allot-
ted 12 cities including Chen-
nai — the second highest af-
ter Uttar Pradesh’s 13 cities.
The state spent about 98% of
the allocated 18,000 crore
under the scheme whose de-
adline has been extended till
March 31, 2025.

This time, MAWS (muni-
cipal administration and
water supply department)
secretary D Karthikeyan sa-

KICKS OFF NEXT YR

SEEKING
MORE HEFT

» PROMINENT PROJECTS
UNDER SMART CITY |
Pedestrian Plaza, multi-level
parking, smart SOS calling
system, Namma Chennai App

» CATEGORIES OF PROJECTS
UNDER SMART CITY | Solid

TN allotted
12 cities in
2015 in the
first phase

TN spent 98% Chennai
of ¥18,000 spent
crore allocated | 71,000 crore

"
. .
NG

id top-tier cities including
Chennai, Coimbatore and
Maduraiwillgetafocus. “We
will also push for fast-gro-
wing cities. The kind of pro-
jects will be decided after as-
sessments and meeting
Union govt parameters.”

A city is chosen based on
successful model projects,
each of which must include
10% of energy requirements
coming from solar, wastewa-
ter recycling, intelligent
traffic management, citizen
safety, and smart digital app-
licationsforcitizen use. Imp-
lementing Swachh Bharat
scheme will hold 10 points,
operation of online grievan-
ce redressal system 5 points,
penalties for delay inservice
delivery 5 points, and increa-
seintotalcollectionof inter-
nally generated revenue 10
points, among other crite-
ria.

In Chennai, of the 1,000
croreallotted, 600 crore was

spent in T Nagar, with only
pedestrian plaza being usab-
le. Residents and experts sa-
id development must be uni-
versal and focus on growing
added areas such as OMR.
Others said focus this time
should be more on mobility.
“They should plan for a Bus
Rapid Transport Systemand
non-motorised transport as
well,” said K P Subramani-
an, former urban enginee-
ring professor of Anna Uni-
versity.

Activists want the smart
city corruption report sub-
mitted by the PWC David
committee released.

“Why has the govt not re-
leased it for two years now?
Ministersand officials know
corruption exists, and the
public must know this. The
new scheme will be merely a
money-minting exercise,”
said Jayaram Venkatesan,
convenor of Arappor Iyak-
kam.

Source: The Times of India,4 December 2024, p. 2
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Local bodies to levy 10% tax
for entertainment shows

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @& Chennai

THE state government on Mon-
day tabled a bill in the Assem-
bly to amend the Tamil Nadu
Local Authorities Entertain-
ments Tax Act, 2017,

The proposed amendment
aims to empower local bodies
to levy a 10% entertainment
tax on concerts, dramas, and
other events conducted by any
institution, including educa-
tional institutions, where an
admission fee is charged.

According to the bill, this is
applicable for events for which
persons are required to make
pavments for admission by
way of tickets or contributions
or subscriptions or any other
charges collected in any man-
ner. The institutions that are
now taxableunder this are edu-
cational institutions or compa-
nies, societies, clubs or any
other association of persons.

At present, there is no ena-
bling provision for the levy and
collection of entertainment tax

X -

Chief Minister MK Stalin amiving at

Fort 5t George to take part in Assembly

session on Monday | pmi

Tourism ministry

allocates

169.9¢r

for TN projects

Times News NETwORK

Chennai: Union ministry of
tourism has approved ¥169.9
crore for two major projects
in Tamil Nadu under the
scheme for special assist-
ance to states for capital ex-
penditure. Focused on Ma-
mallapuram and Devala, the
initiatives aim to enhance
tourism infrastructure and
create5,000jobs in the state.
Mamallapuram will re-
ceive 799.67 crore for the
Nandavanam Heritage Park,
designed to elevate the his-
toric town into a global tour-
istdestination. The park will
include Cholai Vanam, a gar-
den park; Viharam, a cultur-
al activity space; and Maida-

nam, an open arena for
events.

Complementing this will
be14 PPP projects worth¥574
crore, introducing retail
shops, sea-frontrestaurants,
adventure sports, and eco-
friendly resorts, expected to
generate 2,500jobs.

Devala, near Ooty in the
Nilgiris, has been allotted
270.23 crorefor the garden of
flowers project, featuring
seasonal floral displays, eco-
tourism experiences, trekk-
ing trails, and panoramic
watchtowers. PPP projects
worth 7115 crore will add a
valley ropeway and camping
tents, creating 2,500 jobs and
easing tourism pressures in
Ooty and Wayanad.

in such cases. The bill was in-
troduced by Municipal Adm in-
istration Minister KN Nehru.

Themove is expected to bring
concerts and similar events un-
der the purview of the 2017 Act
which enables local bodies to
levy and collect tax on enter-
tainment and amusements
specified in the Act.
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Source: The New Indian Express,
10 December 2024, p.4

Source: The Times of India, 5 December 2024, p. 6



Rope car project to cover 5km of Marina

Set To Offer
25-Foot-High
View Of Sea

Omijasvin.MD@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Rope car rides, on-
ce limited to amusement
parks on the city’s outskirts,
areset todebut on the Marina
Promenade. Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) is plan-
ning a 5km ropeway from
Anna Square to Light House,
offering a stunning 25-foot-
high view of the sea.

GCC has floated tenders
for a consultant to prepare a
detailed feasibility report
(DFR). The DFR project will

THE DETAILS

» Rope car to come from
Anna Square to Light
House

» To have four stations -
Anna Square, Kannagi
Statue, Vivekananda
House, and Light House
» To come up on service
lane

> DFR to be ready by Feb

» To have two to eight
seats per compartment

include soil testing, econo-
mic analysis, and design spe-
cifications.

Theropeway will have sta-
tions at Anna Square, Kanna-
gi Statue, Vivekananda Hou-
se,and Light House . With Ma-

Source: The Times of India, 6 December 2024, p. 6

rina drawing more than one
lakh visitors on weekends,
GCC is studying crowd pat-
terns to determine capacity
of the cars, which could
range from two to eight seats
each.

Superintending engineer
(special projects) B V Babu
said a structural engineering
firm specialising in enterta-
inment will be roped in to as-
sess how tall the rope car will
be, how much weight it can
handle, and the capacity of
thecar.

The scope of tenders says
the consultant will also need
to study how many people co-
me to the Marina Beach and
the service lane, peak hours,
sales of stalls in Marina, par-
king occupancy, number of
people using public offices on
Kamarajar Salai, and charac-
ter of traffic on the road. Ba-
bu said the rope car pillars
will be on the edge of service
lanes. “Keeping it in the ser-
vice lanes will help in easier
environmental and vertical

clearances,” he added.

Since the Kamarajar Sa-
lai stretch is a hub for public
offices like the water resour-
ces department and Ezhila-
gam, colleges and universiti-
es like Queen Mary's and
Madras University, the poten-
tial of the rope car could go
beyond tourism and could be
used for commute as well.
“People who want to visit the-
se public offices can come to
Light House metro. From the-
re, they can catch therope car
to visit any of these offices.
Hence, the contractor has be-
en asked to take commute da-
ta into account,” said an offi-
cial.

“The DFR will befinalised
by Feb 2025. Then a DPR will
be prepared and the project
will start by March,” he said.

State planning commission
presents draft policies to CM

To Tackle
Various
Challenges

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: State planning
commission on Monday
presented draft policies to
chief minister M K Stalin,
aiming to tackle challenges
inwater management, emp-
loyment, sustainable land
use, and management of
community dogs. These
drafts provide a framework
for the govt todevelop speci-
fic policies.

Planning commission
executive vice-chairman J
Jeyaranjan presented the
reports. The draft policy on
water outlined strategies to

Planning commission executive vice-chairman
J Jeyaranjan presented the reports. The draft
policy on water outlined strategies to ensure
fair water access, safeguard resources, and

promote efficient use.

ensure fair water access, sa-
feguard resources, and pro-
mote efficient use.

“The policy also recom-
mends the establishment of
Tamil Nadu Water Resour-
ces Authority, Water Policy
Research Centre, and a uni-
fied Tamil Nadu Water In-
formation System, among
other initiatives,” said an
official release.

In its draft on employ-
ment, the commission add-
ressed several pressing con-
cerns in the current labour
market. “They include high
unemployment rates

Source: The Times of India, 17 December 2024, p. 6
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among educated youth and
a noticeable mismatch bet-
ween education, skills, aspi-
rations, and job opportuni-
ties,” the release added. The
commission felt that a10-ye-
ar strategy for productive
jobsand inclusive growth is
crucial to raise the median
income level and support
the fast-paced growth of the
economy.

A draft policy seeks to
balance urban development
with environment protec-
tion and economic growth
by linking land use with
sustainability. It proposes a

zoning system to manage
urban expansion, safegu-
ard natural areas, and bol-
ster agriculture. The policy
stresses coordinated plan-
ning and sustainable reso-
urce use, aligning with bro-
ader sustainability aims.

A draft policy promotes
aholisticapproach tomana-
ge community dogs. Sustai-
nable measures are recom-
mended, including humane
sterilisation and organised
vaccination drives. Shel-
ters for abandoned and sur-
rendered dogs are also part
of the plan. The policy in-
cludesrules for pet registra-
tion and reporting dog bi-
tes. Commercial dog bree-
ding will also be regulated.
“Thepolicyaimstopromote
public health and safety
while fostering peaceful co-
existence between humans
and dogs,” therelease said.



Ennum Ezhuthum, Pudumai Penn a hit: SPC

Planning panel’s report to CM includes policies for sustainable land use, job, water & community dog management

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE State Planning Commis-
sion’s (SPC) Executive Vice Chair-
man Dr J Javarajan on Monday
submitted draft policies on key
subjects and reports on the im-
pact of many iconic schemes ini-
tiated by the state government to
Chief Minister MK Stalin, at

the secretariat.

The reports submitted
to the CM include four
draft policies - Policy for
Sustainable Land Use,
Tamil Nadu Employment
Poliey 2023, Tamil Nadu
State Water Policy and Commu-
nity Dog Management and Regu-
lation Policy. The reports include
assessments of the flagship
schemes - the CM’s Breakfast
Scheme, the impact on children
inprimaryclasses in government
schools (interim report), benefits
of the Pudumai Penn Scheme,

Ennum Ezhuthum Scheme and
the studies such as Urban Heat
Idland- Hotspot Analysis and Mit-
igation Strategies for Tamil Nadu
and opportunities for district
eooling system. The state govern-
ment, in an official release,
claimed schemes including CM's
morning breakfast scheme, En-
num Ezhuthum and Pudumai
Penn have had considerable
%, impact on education. Spe-
. cifically, the release
y claimed thatthe recalling
capacity of students has
increased and that the Pu-
dumai Penn scheme has
increased enrolment of stu-
dents from agricultural
backgrouncd.

Thedraft Sustainable Land Use
Policy (SLUP) for Tamil Nadu
aims toaddress urbanisation, en-
vironmental conservation, and
economic development by align-
ing land use with longterm sus-
tainability goals.

Heat-stressed days

Report on the opportunities
for district cooling systems
explains TN faces an
increased number of heat
stress days, notably from
March to August, with a rising
trend in heat waves. The
report aims to help investors
and providers of cooling
solutions with business and
financial models

The Tamil Nadu Employment
Policy addresses several pressing
concerns in the current labour
market. Among these arehigh un-
employment rates among educat-
ed youth and a noticeable mis-
match between education, skills,
aspirations, and job opportuni-
ties. A 10-year strategy for pro-
ductive jobs and inclusive growth
is crucial to raising the median
income level and supporting the

fast-paced growth of the
economy

The draft Tamil Nadu State Wa-
ter Policy developed with a multi-
disciplinary approach focuses on
addressing the state’s specific
challenges in water management.
It outlines strategies to ensure eq-
nitable access to clean water, pro-
tect and enhance water resources,
and promote efficient and produc-
tive water use. The policy alsorec-
ommends the establishment of
the Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Authority, a Water Policy Re-
search Centre, and a unified
Tamil Nadu Water Information
System, among other initiatives.

The draft Community Dog
Management and Regulation Pol-
icy takes a holistic approach to
managing community dogs. It
recommends sustainable meas-
ures such as humane sterilisa-
tion, oerganised vaccination
drives, and the creation of shel-
ters for abandoned and surren-

dered dogs. It also includes rules
for petregistration, reporting dog
bites, and regulating commercial
dog breeding.

The report titled Urban Heat
Island - Hotspot Analysis and Mit-
igation Strategies for Tamil Nadu
provides adetailed assessment of
the Urban Heat Island Effects by
mapping heat zones across Tamil
Nadu to identify hotspots and un-
derstand rising temperatures due
to urbanisation and climate
change.

The report on the opportuni-
ties for district cooling systems
explainsthatthe state faces anin-
creased number of heat stress
days, notably from March to Au-
gust, with a rising trend in heat
waves. Thermal comfort and ac-
cess to cooling, at the household
level and for occupations exposed
to heat is a necessity. The report
aims to helpinvestors and provid-
ersof cooling solutions with busi-
ness and financial models.

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 December 2024, p.6

Kalaignar Illam scheme gets ¥400cr more

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Wednesday sanctioned an addi-
tional ¥400 crore to the Ka-
laignarin Kanavu Illam Scheme
(KKI) in addition to the already
sanctioned 1,051 crore to expe-
dite the construction work. The
covernment had sanctioned
¥1,051 crore for building one
lakh concrete houses during
the current financial vear.
Anofficial release on Wednes-
dav said that with the addition-
al allocation, the government is
taking steps to complete the

construction of all one lakh
houses within the current fi-
nancial yvear. Administrative
sanction has been granted for
allocating 3,500 crore for build-
ing one lakh concrete houses
under the scheme and ¥3.50
lakh has been sanctioned for
each house. A survey under the
head ‘House for All in Tamil
Nadu’ revealed that there are
eight lakh huts in rural areas
and to achieve the objective of
‘hut-free Tamil Nadu', an an-
nouncement was made for con-
structing eight lakh houses by
2030,

For the current financial

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 December 2024, p.3

yvear, permission was granted
to build one lakh houses and
works are going on. Each house
is built on an area of 360 sqft.
To lessen the financial burden
on the beneficiaries of the
scheme, the government is pro-
curing cement through
TANCEM and iron rods at a
cheaper price and giving them
to the beneficiaries. Depending
on the stages of construction,
the unit cost for each house is
disbursed to the beneficiaries
directly to their Single Nodal
Account. So far; the Tamil Nadu
government has allocated
¥1,051.3% crore and of this.
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Caste-based census essential for
equal rights and opportunities: CM

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday said that a
caste-based census was es-
sential to devise schemes
and enact legislations to
provide equal rights and
opportunities in educa-
tion, employment, and the
economy for the people.

Delivering an address at
the third national confe-
rence of the All India Fed-
eration for Social Justice,
he said the BJP govern-
ment must immediately
commence the decennial
census that was due in
2021, along with a caste-
based survey.

According to him, the
BJP was reluctant to con-
duct them as they would

M.K. Stalin

pave the way for genuine
social justice. “By refusing
a caste-based survey, it re-
fuses social justice and by
delaying reservation for
women, it refuses women’s
rights,” Mr. Stalin alleged.
He also recalled the re-
solution adopted in the Ta-
mil Nadu Legislative As-
sembly, urging the Union

Source: The Hindu, 4 December 2024, p.5

government to conduct a
caste-based census
immediately.

“The BJP government
resists a caste-based cen-
sus, just as it resisted wo-
men’s reservation,” he
said.

Mr. Stalin further said
that after coming to power
in the State, the DMK esta-
blished the Adi Dravida-
Tribal Commission, the So-
cial Justice Commission,
and the Social Justice Mon-
itoring Committee. These
panels oversaw adherence
to principles of social jus-
tice in education, employ-
ment, appointments, and
promotions. “Similar com-
mittees must be formed in
all States,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

Alleging that the 27% re-

servation for the Backward
Classes had not been fully
implemented in depart-
ments of the Union govern-
ment, he said the BJP did
not want the poor, the dis-
advantaged, the Backward
Classes, the Scheduled
Castes, or the Scheduled
Tribes to progress. That is
why it opposed social jus-
tice.

“It is hell-bent on intro-
ducing economic criterion
in reservation. We do not
oppose financial assistance
for the poor and needy.
However, we are opposed
to extending reservation —
which should be provided
on the basis of social back-
wardness — to the general
category, solely based on
economic criterion,” he ad-
ded.

““Telangana, TN, Delhi most aftected by malware’

.
S Ronendra Singh
New Delhi

Telangana, Tamil Nadu and
Delhi are the most affected
regions by malware, and
BFSI, healthcare and hospit-
ality are the sectors most tar-
geted by cybercriminals, ac-
cording to areport.

The study identified a
staggering 369.01 million
malware detections across
an installation base of 8.44
million in India, highlighting
the scale and intensity of cy-
ber threats facing the nation.

Notably, 85.44 per cent of
detections relied on signa-
ture-based methods, while
14.56 per cent came through
behaviour-based detection,
emphasising the need for ad-
aptive security measures, the
report prepared by the Data
Security Council of India
(DSCI), in collaboration
with Segrite, the enterprise
arm of global cybersecurity
solutions provider Quick

v

THREAT MATRIX. The study identified about 369 million

malware detections across an installation base of 8.44 million

Heal Technologies, said. The
report, titled ‘India Cyber
Threat Report 2025, broke
down malware subcategor-
ies, with Trojans leading at
43.38 per cent of detections,
followed by Infectors at
34.23 per cent.

The Android-based secur-
ity detections reveal a con-
cerning  distribution  of
threats, wherein malware ac-
counted for 42 per cent of all
detections, followed by Po-
tentially Unwanted Pro-
grams (PUPs) as the second

Source: Businessline, 6 December 2024, p.10

most common threat at 32

per cent, the report
highlighted.
ANDROID DEVICES

It further said Adware com-
prised 26 per cent of detec-
tions in Android devices.
“The increase in the de-
mand of behaviour-based de-
tections of malware repres-
ents an important evolution
in both attack and defence
strategies. This tells us that
attackers are creating more
sophisticated ransomware

that can evade traditional
signature-based  detection
methods,” Vinayak Godse,
Chief Executive Officer,
DSCI, said.

The report should serve as
a strategic compass for or-
ganisations and leaders to
navigate the threat land-
scape, he added. The report
has come at a critical time as
the cybersecurity landscape
continues to evolve with
emerging threats such as Al-
driven attacks, cloud vulner-
abilities and sophisticated
ransomware campaigns tar-
geting critical infrastructure,

“The unveiling of the ‘In-
dia Cyber Threat Report
2025’ alongside two unique
solutions represent our com-
prehensive approach to ad-
dressing the evolving cyber-
security challenges to Indian
businesses. This approach is
not just about responding to
threats but anticipating
them,” Vishal Salvi, Chief
Executive Officer, Quick
Heal Technologies, said.
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Following Maharashtra and Gujarat, TN
initiates land pooling area development

o=y
TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

Following Maharashtra and
Guijarat, Tamil Nadu has initi-
ated ‘land pooling area devel-
opment’ to convert unstruc-
tured plotted areas into
structured layouts. In this
process, lands that are
scattered are converted into a
contiguous parcel, making it
easier to provide essential in-
frastructure like roads.
Officials said the scheme
could be a win-win situation
for both the State government
and various stakeholders, in-
cluding individual landown-
ersand real estate developers.
The Chennai Metropolitan
Development Authority
(CMDA) initiated the land
pooling area development
scheme, with the first one of
700 acres recently at Madam-
bakkam, a suburb to the south
of Chennai, and the second of
about 900 acres, Thiru-
mazhisai, to the west.

The scheme’s objectiveisto
develop private and public
lands with infrastructure and
public facilities, reconstitute
them. The idea is also to
provide proper road access to
all plots and facilities like
parks, playgrounds, open
space and publicamenities.

The CMDA will return re-
constituted plots to the extent
of not less than 60 per cent of
the land to the plot owners
with appreciated land value,
said sources.

WIN-WIN DEAL

Anshal Mishra, Member Sec-
retary, CMDA, told business-
line that the scheme is a win-
win for both the government
and various stakeholders. It’s
a kind of layout development
with the government doing
the entire layout, undertaking
infrastructure spending for
creating road networks and
other publicutilitiesinalarger
area of more than 500 acres to
trigger organised develop-
mentin the region, he said.

Source: Businessline, 9 December 2024, p.2

For creating public infra-
structure, CMDA will utilise
not more than 40 per cent of
the overall land pooling area,
including private and public
land, and give back the recon-
stituted and readjusted 60 per
cent minimum of land with
proper road access back to
landowners. The value of the
developed land increases be-
cause of the infrastructure
and access to each land parcel
like roads, parks and play
spaces, electricity, water sup-
ply, sewerage and stormwater
drains

CMDA will do the infra-
structure spending through
the revenue generated from
the 5 to 6 per cent of land re-
tained for the purpose. This
scheme is likely to benefit the
land owners directly besides
helping in more organised
urban development, he said.

States like Maharashtraand
Gujarat have tried this model.
Tamil Nadu has amended the
Actand laid down the rules for
the scheme, he said.

There is some apprehen-
sion that the government will
take away a lot of land. There
could be some developers
whohave alreadyinvested and
accumulated or consolidated
land there and may feel that
the government process will
take time. All these issues will
be sorted out, he said.

‘FINISH IN 18 MONTHS’
“Our target is that in 13
months we will finish the en-
tire scheme, and in this
scheme, we are already mid-
way,” he said.

An industry source said the
scheme will be for systematic
town planning. For larger
townships or industrial parks.
In this case, it is being done by
CMDA itself like redevelop- -
ment only 50 per cent ap-
provalis needed.

Itis a useful model as capex
will be reduced and planning
can be better integrated. In
this case, CMDA because
when the land is contiguous
planning, it will be better.

“T'N has not auctioned a single major mineral block in the last 9 years’

Our Bureau
Chennai

Since the advent of the auc-
tionregime, Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment had not auctioned a
single major mineral block in
the last nine years. During
2021-2023, when the State
had the powers to auction
critical minerals, it did not
do anything, the Union Min-
istry of Mines said in a re-
lease issued on Tuesday.

The ministry mentioned
this while clarifying on the
Auction of Nayakkarpatti
Tungsten block in Madurai
district.

The ministry said the Geo-
_logical Survey of India (GSI)

Source: Businessline, 26 December 2024, p.9

handed over the Geological
Memorandum (GM) for
Tungsten in Melur - Terkut-
teru - Muthuvelpatti Areas,
Madurai District to Tamil
Nadu  government  on
September 14, 2021. Then
the State government was
empowered to auction all
major minerals, including
tungsten.

The Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regula-
tion) Act of 1957, amended
in August 17, 2023, em-
powers the Centre to exclus-
ively auction mining leases
and composite licenses in re-
spect of critical and strategic
minerals, including
Tungsten.

Based on this, the Ministry

of Mines wrote to the Tamil
Nadu government on
September 15, 2023 about
the auction of critical min-
eral blocks of State including
the Nayakkarpatti Tungsten
Block.

On October 3, 2023, Tamil
Nadu’s Water Resource Min-
ister questioned the amend-
ment act passed by Parlia-
ment and sought that power
to auction the critical miner-
als also be vested with State
governments.

WHAT’S THE ISSUE?

The State government on
February 8, 2024 gave in-
formation on three blocks,
including Nayakkarpatti and
informed about the exist-

ence of the biodiversity site
covering an area of 193.215
ha but did not recommend
against the conduct of auc-
tion of this block, the min-
istry said.

The Nayakkarpatti Tung-
sten Block was proposed for
the auction as Composite Li-
cense in February, 2024 and

was notified again for auc-
tion as second attempt in
June 2024. It was success-
fully auctioned with Hindus-
tan Zinc Ltd being declared
as the preferred bidder on
November 7,2024.

When the block was ini-
tially put up for auction in
February 2024, until the auc-
tion result was declared on
November 7, 2024, there was
no communication from the
State regarding any opposi-
tion or concerns about the
auction, although Tamil
Nadu attended several meet-
ings with the Ministry of
Mines on the issue during
the period, the Ministry said.

However, after declara-
tion of preferred bidder for
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this block, a number of rep-
resentations have also been
received against auction of
this block on the ground that
there is a biodiversity herit-
age site within the block
area.

Therefore, GSI has been
requested to re-examine the
block and explore the possib-
ility of redefining the block
boundary by excluding the
bio-diversity site area from
the block.

Further, the Government
of Tamil Nadu has been re-
quested to keep the process
of issuing the Letter of In-
tent to the Preferred Bidder
of the Nayakkarpatti Tung-
sten Block on hold for time
being, the Ministry said.
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Stalin requests 2K cr central emergency aid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday requested Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to release
2,000 crore from the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) for emergency restora-
tion and rehabilitation works
in the areas affected by cyclone
Fengal. Stalin pointed out that
despite best efforts, the scale of
disaster due to the cyvelone over-
whelmed the state’s resources
and Tamil Nadu needs urgent
financial assistance to manage
the fallout of this natural
disaster.

The CM, in his letter to the
PM, said according to the ini-
tial assessment of these dam-
ages, $2,475 crore is required
for temporary restoration ef-
forts. Besides, healso requested
Modi to depute a central team
at the earliest to undertake a
comprehensive assessment of
the damages.

“Based on their findings, I
seek your kind consideration
for further financial assistance
to address the unprecedented
adverse impact on infrastruc-
ture, agriculture and liveli-
hoods in the affected districts,”

the CM said and expressed con-
fidence that centre will support
Tamil Nadu at this crucial mo-
ment to overcome this crisis
and quickly restore normalcy.
Further explaining the dam-
ages caused by the evelone, the
CM said it has caused extensive
disruptions, inundating vast
areas, displacing the popula-
tion and severely impacting in-
frastructure and livelihood. “A
total of 69 lakh families and 1.5

Cyclone damage

= 69 lakh families and 1.5 crore
people adversely affected

= Villupuram, Tiruvannamalai
and Kallakurichi received
rainfall equivalent to the entire
season's average in a single day

crore individuals have been ad-
versely affected by this calam-
ity Thedistricts of Villupuram,
Tiruvannamalai and Kallaku-
richi, in particular, received
rainfall equivalent to an entire
season’s average (morethan 50
cm)in asingle day, resulting in
widespread flooding and severe
damage to infrastructure and
crops,” he added.

The cyclone also caused
heavy inundation and damage
in the interior districts of
Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Ra-
nipet, Vellore and Tirupattur.
Giving details of the efforts
taken by the state government
to face this natural disaster, the
CM said the state mobilised all
available resources to provide
relief’ and rehabilitation to the
affected population. Senior

ministers and officers have
been deputed to oversee opera-
tions in the districts, while 9
teams from the NDRF and 9
teams from the SDRF have been
deployed.

A workforce comprising
38,000 government officials and
1,12,000 trained first respond-
ers is actively engaged in res-
cue and relief operations. Re-
lief shelters have been
established to accommodate
displaced families, common
kitchens have been made oper-
ational and food packets have
been distributed to those in
need. Furthermore, 12,648 mo-
tor pumps have been deployed
to drain water from inundated
areas. [ have personally visited
some of the most affected dis-
tricts on Monday, Stalin said.

| HOW IT LEFT AN EVER-LASTING IMPACT |
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Source: The New Indian Express, 3 December 2024, p.4

Road safety hit as transport
enforcement declines by 40%

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: When did you
last see a motor vehicle in-
spector or a Regional
Transport Officer (RTO) on
the roads booking a driver
for overloading his auto-
rickshaw with 10 to 12 scho-
ol children or penalising a
motorist for using dazzling
lights that blind oncoming
vehicles?

The state transport de-
partment’s enforcement te-
am, with powers similar to
the traffic police, has beco-
me inefficient, limiting its
role to token checks on om-
nibusfaresduringfestivals
—apracticethathasdrawn
criticism.

Amid rising road acci-
dents, there was a signifi-
cant decline in cases boo-

km of electric conductors, 23,664 electric
poles and 997 transformers damaged

1,650 PANCHAYAT BUILDINGS, 4,269 ANGANWA DI CENTRES, 205 PHCS,

5,936 SCHOOL BUILDINGS, AND 381 COMMUNITY HALLS DAMAGED

11.9 lakh vehicles were checked
last year, whereas only 6.9 lakh
were checked this year, according
to the RTI reply

ked for traffic violations
such as overloading, carry-
ing protruding objects in
trucks and vans and dri-
ving without reflective
stickers or rear hazard
lights. According to an RTI
reply, the number of cases
registered dropped by near-
ly 40% in 2024 (up to Oct)
compared to 2023 and 2022.
“These violations, often
overlooked by traffic police
focusing on helmets, seat
belts, speeding and drun-
kendriving, contribute sig-
nificantly to accidents,” sa-

Source: The Times of India, 30 December 2024, p. 4
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id K Anbalagan, a transpor-
tation activist who filed the
RTI petition.

Even minor offences,
such as not possessing a va-
lid pollution certificate,
usingillegalloud airhorns,
misusing permits and app-
lying thick sun-control
films have halved this year,
the govt's reply said.

The drop stems from a
sharp reduction in vehicle
inspections by enforce-
ment teams. While trans-
port officials checked more
than 11.9 lakh vehicles last

year, only 6.9 lakh were
screened this year.

Transport department
sources attribute the decli-
netoseverestaff shortages.
Nearly 70% of the 500 sanc-
tioned motor vehicle in-
spector posts are vacant,
along with more than 30
RTO positions — both criti-
cal for enforcement drives.
Although the home depart-
ment issued an order in
Septtotemporarily appoint
40 inspectors, they are yet
tobe deployed.

The current motor vehi-
cle workforce is primarily
engaged inconductingawa-
reness programmes in
schools and colleges. So far
this year, the teams organi-
sed 5,832 campaigns, rea-
ching more than 7.2 lakh
students.



T495 cr loss attributed to shortage of bus
crew, but hundreds used for other work’

B ANBUSELVAN @Chennai

THE cancellation of scheduled
trips due to shortage of crew to
operate buses has resulted in the
State Transport Undertakings
(STUs) in Tamil Nadu reporting
a total revenue loss of 495.27
crore from 2017-18 to 2021-22.

A reportof the office of Comp-
troller and Auditor General ta-
bled inthe Assembly on Tuesday;
however, revealed that hundreds
of bus drivers and conductors,
eligible to operate buses, were
not being utilised and instead di-
verted for other work. The audit
was conducted in four STUs
across the state.

The report said the official
numbers furnished by these four
STUs regarding the crew en-
gaged in activities otherthanthe

operation of buses were signifi-
cantly lower than the numbers
assessed by the CAG.

The CAG found that a total of
4,341 drivers and conductors in
MTC and TNSTC divisions of
Villupuram, Madurai and Kum-
bakonam were not engaged in
bus operations. However, these
STUs reported that only 2,269
crew members were not used.

For instance, TNSTC Kumba-
konam claimed 129 drivers and 45
conductors were “unfit” and
hence not utilised as of March31,
2022, whereas the audit identified
640 drivers and 647 conductors as
underutilised during the period.

The CAG report highlighted
that the non-utilisation went
against an order issued by the
TN government in October 2018,
which prohibited the use of driv-

ers and conductors for non-es-
sential services. The continua-
tion of the practice not only
resulted in revenue loss but also
impacted the reliability of bus
services,

Intheir replies to the CAG, the
STUs attributed the non-utilisa-
tion to old age, fatigue and

What the numbers say
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medical unfitness of the
crew. However, the CAG
termed the explanation as
unjustifiable, noting that
many workers deemed
unfit were, in fact, medi-
cally capable of operat-
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ing buses.

The audit observed
that more than 3% of the
available crew on
the roster were di-
verted to other
tasks such as shunt-

ing buses for diesel filling
within depots, operating light
vehicles, cash counting,
and administrative du-
ties instead of fleet
operation.

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 December 2024, p.4

New Pamban Bri

A
TE Raja Simhan
Rameshwaram

The newly constructed Pam-
ban Bridge connecting the
Indian mainland to Ramesh-
waram island, is ready for in-
auguration soon with all the
issues raised by the Commis-
sioner of Railway Safety
(CRS), Southern Circle, AM
Chowdhary, on the construc-
tion has been addressed and
rectified.

“We have attended to all
the defects that were pointed
out by the CRS and a report
has been submitted to the
Southern  Railway,” R
Srinivasan, Senior Deputy
General Manager, Rail Vikas
Nigam Ltd, which did the
project, told businessline.
“The Railways will decide on
the inauguration date,”
Srinivasan, who is in charge
of the project, said.

On the design norms be-
ing flouted, he observed that
this was the first of its kind.
“We have passed it through
IIT Madras, and they have
approved it. Three days ago

dge ready for inau

OLD AND THE NEW. A view of both the new Pamban bridge
(in background) and the old bridge e rasm simran

officials from RDSO also vis-
ited the bridge and gave their
concurrence,” he said.

‘GLARING LAPSES’

The CRS had set off a major
controversy when he said, “I
am constrained to point out
that, in stark contrast, the
present bridge sets a bad ex-
ample of constructing an im-
portant structure, with glar-

Source: Businessline, 28 December 2024, p-11

ing lapses right from
planning to execution,” in
his report.The lift span
girder was non-RDSO stand-
ard, designed using foreign
codes. Records show that
with the support of the Rail-
way Board, the RDSO
shunned its responsibility in
the girder design. This disas-
sociation resulted in serious
consequences, including de-
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guration

viations from codal provi-
sion, he said.

Although the CRS has
given its go-ahead to run
trains on the bridge.

A five-member panel was
also formed to look at the
lapses pointed out by
Chowdhary.

An earlier release by

"Southern Railways said that

the design of this steel bridge
was done by a TYPSA, an In-
ternational Consultant.

The bridge is designed
with both European and In-
dian Codes and its design
was proof-checked by IIT
Madras.

Given the foreign consult-
ant’s involvement, the Rail-
way Board anticipated tech-
nical limitations while
examining the design by
Railways and RDSO.

APPROVED DESIGN

The modification in RDSO
design for the approach
girders to suit local con-
straints were proof-checked
by IIT Madras/IIT Bombay
and approved by Southern
Railway.



Union Ministry of Tourism allocates over 169 cr.
for heritage projects in Mamallapuram,

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Union Ministry of
Tourism has allocated
?169.9 crore for develop-
ing the Nandavanam Her-

itage Park in Mamallapu-
ram and the Garden of
Flowers in Devala, Ooty,
under its Scheme for Spe-
cial Assistance to States for
Capital Expenditure.
According to a press re-

lease, three spaces — Cho-
lai Vanam, a sprawling gar-
den park; Viharam, a
cultural and activity
space; and a Maidanam,
an open arena for events
and gatherings — would be

developed under the pro-
posed initiative in Mamal-
lapuram.

The Ministry also sanc-
tioned ¥70.23 crore to de-
velop the park in Devala.
The park will provide eco-

Devala

tourism experiences, in-
cluding trekking trails and
bird watching areas, exhi-
bition halls and adventure
rides, children’s play
zone, hanging bridges and
panoramic watchtowers.

Source: The Hindu, 5 December 2024, p.4

Planning Commission moots policy
to tackle growing dog population

With a vision for ‘a rabies-free Tamil Nadu with a scientifically managed and gradually moderating dog population, the

draft policy outlines a strategic approach to manage the dog population in a humane, effective, and sustainable manner

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

tate Planning Com-

mission (SPC), Tamil

Nadu, has formulat-
ed a comprehensive draft
policy framework aimed at
addressing the challenges
posed by the growing dog
population in the State and
for community dog man-
agement.

With a vision for “a ra-
bies-free Tamil Nadu with a
scientifically managed and
gradually moderating dog
population,” the policy
outlines a strategic ap-
proach to manage the dog
population in a humane,
effective, and sustainable
manner. Community dogs,
referred to as stray dogs,
thrive among large human
populations and are consi-
dered to be free-roaming
pets.

Vaccination drives

One of the key aspects
highlighted was the public
health risks. It said that the
presence of community or
unvaccinated dogs raises
significant concerns re-
garding the potential
spread of diseases, with ra-
bies posing a notable pu-
blic health risk. Similar to
the pulse polio vaccination
drive, an anti-rabies mass
vaccination drive should
be conducted on dedicated
days to combat rabies in
community dogs.

Local authorities may
collaborate with NGOs and
animal welfare groups for
the same. Vaccinated ani-
mals can be easily identi-
fied by marking them with

Dealing with a menace

The State Planning Commission’s draft ‘Dog Policy’ for Tamil Nadu recommends comprehensive
measures, including responsible ownership and upgrade to animal housing infrastructure, to

tackle the rising risk of dog bites.

® As per the 20th
livestock census, there are

12,96 lakh

dogs, including 4.41 lakh

® The policy
is aimed at
addressing the
complexities

= The policy
also provides
inputs for
strengthening

community dogs, in managjng animf:l

in Tamil Nadu community dogs heusing

e in Tamil Nadu. infrastructure,
It recommends including

3’303264 ahumane mobile

cases approach surgical units,

Tamil Nadu ranks second  EERLE R LTEREWCNWEEN and promotes and shares

in the country in dog sterilised (56,639 castrations [f=3sllis](] insights

bite cases and 3,214 spayings) ownership on

. capacity

® State Planning Commission’s

draft ‘Deg Pelicy’ for Tamil Nadu

finds that dog bites and rabies

cases are rapidly increasing, posing

risk to humans, especially
children and women

= The policy also suggests

communities to participate in feeding
practices at designated areas, support
adoption programmes, and engage in
awareness activities, in line with the

Animal Birth Control rules

collars to ensure that there
is no duplication or omis-
sion. For identification,
suggestions like colour
marking, number tagging,
micro-chipping, utilising
Radio-Frequency Identifi-
cation Devices, and ear
notching were mentioned
in the draft policy.

The SPC also noted that
the veterinary hospitals of
the Department of Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Services of the Tamil Nadu
government, which in-
clude 48 veterinary hospi-
tals, are equipped with
modern theatre facilities.
These facilities can be ef-

Source: The Hindu, 22 December 2024, p.8

fectively utilised for the im-
plementation of animal
birth control programmes,
in addition to animal birth
control centres established
by city corporations and
other local bodies across

the State.

Mobile units

It also suggested that esta-
blishment of mobile opera-
tion facilities is essential to
ensure that even local bo-
dies in distant places can
access periodic animal
birth control programmes,
along with vaccination
campaigns. These mobile
units are designed to pro-

building
in human
resources

vide doorstep treatment,
addressing various con-
cerns and promoting pu-
blic awareness.

Skilled workforce
The report also pointed
out the importance of a
skilled workforce. “Skilled
personnel are crucial for
the successful implemen-
tation of animal birth con-
trol programmes. Training
opportunities should be
extended to animal atten-
ders from NGOs and ani-
mal welfare organisations,”
it said.

The registration of all
pet dogs is imperative to

promote responsible pet
ownership and address
dog abandonment. Dog
breeding is becoming an
emerging business, which
warrants regulations, and
a framework needs to be
created for this, including
registration and renewal.

Various case studies

The draft policy also docu-
mented case studies from
across different countries.
For instance, in France,
swift action is taken by
municipal teams to collect
these abandoned pets. In
the United Kingdom, a
proactive approach to
community dog manage-
ment involved mandatory
micro-chipping and strict
reporting protocols, con-
tributing to the mainte-
nance of clear streets.

The SPC said that the
learnings from these exam-
ples conclude that efforts
have been successful in re-
ducing the number of com-
munity dogs and that pet
ownership and community
shelters for dogs without
owners have become a
norm. It also indicates that
all dogs, including com-
munity dogs, are regis-
tered, pet abandoning is
penalised, and all dogs are
vaccinated.

The SPC pointed out
that a periodic review of
the policy is essential to en-
sure its continued effec-
tiveness and relevance in
managing community dog
populations and promot-
ing humane practices. The
State will review the policy
once in five years to assess
its impact.
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CM announces additional
allocation of 3400 crore for
Kalaignar Kanavu Illam

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Wednesday announced
that an additional alloca-
tion of 400 crore had
been made under the Ka-
laignar Kanavu Illam
scheme, aimed at con-
structing one lakh houses
in the State.

An official statement
said ¥3,500 crore had been
allocated for the 2024-25
fiscal, and each beneficiary
would get ¥3,50,000. Per-
mission had been granted
for constructing one lakh
houses, and the work was
under way, it said.

Based on the stage of
construction, the amount
was released to the benefi-
ciaries directly through a
single nodal account. For
this purpose, 1,051.34
crore had been allocated,
of which ¥860.31 crore had
been released to the benef-
iciaries, the statement
said.

Moreover, ¥135.30 crore
had been provided for ce-
ment and steel procured at
lower prices. So far,
995.61 crore had been

spent under the scheme, it
said.

The construction of
houses had been progress-
ing well, and to further
strengthen the process, a
government order had
been issued to release an
additional %400 crore.
With this, a total of
%1,451.34 crore was availa-
ble and released to the be-
neficiaries based on the
stage of construction, the
statement said.

Tamil Nadu was taking
measures to complete the
construction of all the
houses by the end of this
fiscal, it added.

290 crore for library
The State government also
issued an order allocating
3290 crore for the pro-
posed Kalaignar Grand Li-
brary and Intellectual
Centre in Tiruchi.

The library would come
up on 1.85 hectares in Man-
narpuram on the Chennai-
Madurai National Highway.

A total of 3235 crore has
been allocated for the con-
struction of the library,
while 50 crore has been
allocated for books and e-

Source: The Hindu, 19 December 2024, p.8

books, and %5 crore for
equipment, as per a go-
vernment order dated De-
cember I7.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment also issued an order
reconstituting the State
Bird Authority, which was
formed last year to moni-
tor and improve bird sanc-
tuaries, nesting conditions
for birds, and ecotourism
facilities.

The government has de-
cided to include the Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of
Forests and Director, Ad-
vanced Institute for Wil-
dlife Conservation (AIWC),
and Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests and
Member Secretary, Tamil
Nadu Wetland Authority,
as members of the authori-
ty.

The committee, chaired
by the Secretary, Environ-
ment, Climate Change and
Forests, also comprises re-
presentatives from various
departments such as Reve-
nue and Disaster Manage-
ment, Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj, Public
Works, Tamil Nadu Tou-
rism Development Corpo-
ration, and Forests.
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25 de-addiction centres set
to be inaugurated in govt
med colleges in TN soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE health department is set to of-
ficially inaugurate 25 de-addiction
centres in government medical col-
lege hospitals to provide institution-
al counselling, treatment and reha-
hilitation servicesto persons aftected
by substance abuse.

The works, including the infra-
structure. are ready and recruit-
ment of staff is almost complete.
These centres, funded by Tasmac,
are in addition to the already-exist-
ing seven de-addiction centres in gov-
ernment hospitals.

Thetraining of the new recruits is
under way at the Institute of Mental
Health (IMH), Kilpauk. Each centre
will have one counsellor, psycholo-
oist, psychiatric social worker, staff
nurse, hospital worker, sanitary
worker and security staff. They are
recruited on contract basis through
District Health Society (DHS) under
the National Health Mission-Tamil
Nadu.

The establishment of the de-addic-
tion centres in 25 government medi-
cal college hospitals at a cost of F20
crore was announced in the Assem-
bly on February 19.

Each centre will have 20 beds. In
Chennai, the centres will be set up at

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 December 2024, p.2

the Institute of Mental Health, Rajiv
Gandhi Government General Hospi-
tal, Government Medical College
Hospital in Omandurar Estate,
Stanlev Medical College Hospital,
and Kilpauk Medical College
Hospital.

The centres will provide moti-
vational enhancement therapy
(MET), self efficacy to change their
addictive behaviour and others. Re-
lapse prevention through refusal
skills and assertive skills training
will also be done. They will provide
psyvchosocial interventions to en-
hance pharmacological treatment ef-
ficacy by improving medication com-
pliance, maintenance of treatment,
and will also conduct family sessions
educating the primary caretaker or
family member. At the community
level, the discharged patients will be
followed up in their locality by main-
taining confidentiality and conduct-
ing group therapies if possible.
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1.3L women removed from TN’s monthly aid scheme

Nocert B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai
required
Unlike ABOUT 1.27 lakh women ben-
pensioners,  eficiaries have been removed
women heads  from the Kalaignar Magalir
of families  UrimaiThogai(KMUT)scheme,
eceivingaid  Which was launched by the
underthe Tamil Nadu government in
scheme are September last vear:
not reguired While the majority of them
to submit life  were removed due to their de-
certificates  mise, a small number were dis-

qualified for reasons such as
family members purchasing
vehicles like cars or jeeps, ac-
quiring land, securing govern-
ment jobs or filing income tax
returns that exceed the pre-
scribed annual income limit of
¥2.5lakh.

Following updation of
records, the total number of
beneficiaries under the KMUT
scheme — as of October 31 —

Eligibility criteria for KMUT

benefits dynamic: Officials

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

UPDATION of records was based
on the Civil Registration System
database, which tracks births
and deaths using Aadhaar Offi-
cials from the Special Pro-
eramme Implementation depart-
ment, which oversees the KMUT
scheme, said the CRS data is
used to identify deceased benefi-
ciaries every month. On average,
58,000 deaths were registered in
TN per month since 2022,

A senior official explained
that CRS data is forwarded to
the revenue department for field
verification, following whichre-
moval of names of deceased
beneficiaries is recommended.
The official added only a negligi-
ble number are disqualified for
increased income, land purchas-
es or government jobs.

Beneficiary bank accounts,
along with transactions involv-
ing land registration, income
tax returns and vehicle registra-
tions (monitored via the Vahan
portal) are digitally monitored
on a monthly basis by the social
security commissionerate be-
fore funds are transferred. This

digital monitoring system,
linked to Aadhaar and other cre-
dentials, is supported by the
Tamil Nadue-Governance Agen-
oy Officials said eligibility crite-
ria for KMUT are dynamic and
require regular updates.

As per guidelines, beneficiar-
ies’ family landholdings should
not exceed five acres of wetland
or 10 acres of dryland, annual in-
come should be below 2.5 lakh,
and they should not possess cars,
tractors or similar vehicles. Busi-
nesses with annual turnover
over ¥50 lakh or paying GST, and
households consuming more
than 3,600 units of electricity per
annum, are also ineligible.

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 December 2024, p.1 and 7
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has dropped to 1.14 crore from
1.15 crore previously, as per of
ficial data obtained by TNIE
through the Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) Act.

Unlike pensioners from state
and union governments, wom-
en heads of families receiving
the 1,000 cash assistance un-
der the scheme are not required
to submit life certificates every
12 months. P7



State government approves
project to build toilets at
1,002 spots across Chennai

A total of 7167 toilet seats will be installed at these locations as part of the ¥1,200-crore project

to be implemented by the Chennai Corporation; work has started in zones such as Royapuram

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
I vernment has ac-
corded administra-

tive sanction for a major
project to design, build, fi-
nance, operate and transf-
er public toilets in Chennai
Corporation. Government
orders have been issued
for the same.

As many as 1,002 loca-
tions have been identified
for the %1,200-crore pro-
ject to be implemented by
the Chennai Corporation
in partnership with the
private sector. A total of
7,167 toilet seats will be in-
stalled at the 1,002 loca-
tions in Tiruvottiyur, Mana-
li, Madhavaram,
Tondiarpet, Ambattur, An-
na Nagar, Teynampet, Ko-
dambakkam, Valasaravak-
kam, Alandur, Adyar,
Perungudi, and
Sholinganallur.

Pointing to the large
population  demanding
community and public toi-
lets for day-to-day sanita-
tion needs in Chennai, the
government order has
stressed the need for a
good quality toilet infras-
tructure which is operated
and maintained properly.

Chennai Corporation
Commissioner ]J. Kumara-
gurubaran, in his proposal,
has stated that the civic bo-

[ =
infrastructure. FILE PHOTO

dy has decided to partner
with the private sector for
the construction, opera-
tion and maintenance of
toilets in Chennai. Work
has started in zones such
as Royapuram, Thiru. Vi.
Ka Nagar and Marina
beach in the first phase es-
timated at ¥430 crore.

Generating revenue
The concessionaire will be
allowed to utilise a speci-
fied area on the toilet
walls, internal and exter-
nal, for generating revenue
through advertisements.
The concessionaire is
responsible for paying stat-
utory charges to Chennai

Source: The Hindu, 9 December 2024, p.4
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Focus on hygiene: The government order for the project stresses the need for quality toilet

Corporation for using the
specified area in toilets for
advertisements.

This will be an addition-
al source of revenue for the
civic body. The funding
would be met from the cor-
poration’s capital funds.

Funding sources

The possible source of
funds include the Chennai
Corporation’s own source
of revenue such as proper-
ty tax and professional tax,
municipal bonds, Swachh
Bharat Mission, grants
from State Finance Com-
mission, and Central Fi-
nance Commission to-
wards sanitation. Adyar

i

zone will get 806 toilet
seats at 109 locations. Va-
lasaravakkam zone will get
the least number of toilets
at 30 locations. The salient
features of the project are
design, build, finance, op-
erate, and transfer hybrid
annuity model, with a du-
ration of nine years, in-
cluding a construction pe-
riod of one year and eight
years of operation and
maintenance. The toilets
will get facilities such as
camera surveillance for sa-
fety, biometric attendance,
mobile app for monitoring,
customer feedback display,
and control room for man-
agement.



GCC plans to build eco-parks
around 40 ponds in the city

Officials say concrete will not be used in the parks; only percolation tiles will be laid. Ponds will

be connected to a storm-water drain, and any overflow will be directed to the nearest waterbody

R. Aishwarvaa
CHENNAI

he Greater Chennai
T Corporation (GCC)

plans to develop
eco-parks around several
ponds across the city as
part of a ‘blue-green’ in-
frastructure initiative.

A location where one
such park will be esta-
blished is Subramania Ven-
kateswara Swamy (SVS)
Nagar in Ward 151 in Valas-
aravakkam zone. Accord-
ing to Deputy Commission-
er (Works) V.
Sivakrishnamurthy, ten-
ders will be floated for the
project once administra-
tive sanction is obtained.

This is part of a larger ef-
fort to improve seven of
the over 40 ponds in the ci-
ty. Details for the remain-
ing ponds are yet to be fi-
nalised. GCC officials said
these would serve as lung
spaces, and the eco-park
was only a part of the plan.

“There will be no con-
crete usage. Eco-parks will

-

Set for facelift: The pond at Subramania Venkateswara Swamy
Nagar around which an eco-park will be built. AKHILA EASWARAN

have percolation tiles,
chain-link fencing, and
benches. The pond will be
connected to a storm-wa-
ter drain, and any overflow
will be directed to the near-
est waterbody,” officials
said.

A T4.88-crore Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for
the beautification of the
SVS Nagar pond has been
prepared. The plan, which
was drawn up after a stake-
holder meeting, includes
inlets and an outlet, an offi-
cial said. “Vegetation on

Source: The Hindu, 8 December 2024, p.4

the periphery of the water-
body will not be disturbed.
‘Bird islands” will be
formed in the pond,” he
said.

Landowners’ nod
At a press briefing, the offi-
cial said, “The project in-
cludes private property.
But the owners have given
their consent to use the
land for the project. Of the
total 7.5-acre project area,
4 acres to 4.25 acres of
land belongs to the GCC.”
He added that obstruc-
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tions around the waterbo-
dy had been cleared. The
pond’s water-holding ca-
pacity increased from
27,000 cubic litres to
47,000 cubic litres before
the monsoon. This is likely
to reach 60,000 cubic
litres once the project is
completed. Bunds were
formed to control sewage
inflow.

According to Mr. Sivak-
rishnamurthy, there are fa-
cilities to store over 1.3 lakh
cubic litres of water in the
locality. In 2023, SVS Na-
gar, which includes 13
streets, Jai Nagar, and Sai-
ram Nagar, was hit by sev-
ere floods, with water le-
vels reaching up to 4 ft,
said a GCC report.

This year, however,
there was no water stagna-
tion in the area due to sev-
eral key interventions. Two
100-horsepower  motors
were installed to drain wa-
ter from the pond, and
another motor was used to
transfer it to the drain on
Ambedkar Nagar Road.



City libraries to get makeover; to
be learning, co-working spaces

Rep resentatwe Imag 3

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Your dusty and
neglected neighbourhood
library is set for a swanky
new look. The Chennai Met-
ropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA) identifi-
ed 24 libraries for moderni-
sation, and work already
began in two of them in
North Chennai. The consul-
tant appointed by CMDA
has come out with aconcept
design for the libraries.

There areatotal of 1461i-
braries, including small
and bigones, inthe city. Ma-
ny of these are old and in a
dilapidated condition. The
CMDA identified 24 of them
across the city and took
them up for renovation.
Close to ¥80 crore was allot-
ted for the project.

The comprehensive re-
novation plan includes cre-
ating dedicated spaces for
different purposes across
multiple floors.

The groundfloor will ho-
use browsing sections and
booklendingfacilities, whi-
le the first floor will be equ-
ipped with reading areas
specifically designed for
competitive exam prepara-
tion, including UPSC aspi-
rants.

The upgraded facilities
will also feature seminar
halls capable of hostinglec-
tures and educational pro-
grams by various institu-
tions.

“The addition of semi-
nar halls will allow institu-
tions to conduct lectures
and classes, making these
libraries true centres of le-
arning. Nineof themareco-
ming up under the Vada
Chennai Valarchi Thittam
in places including Periyar,
Jawahar Nagar, MKB Na-
gar, and Aynavaram. Work
started for the Periyar Na-

NEW EDITION: The Periyar Nagar library has been redone and
(bottom) minister Sekarbabu on an inspection

gar and Jawahar Nagar li-
braries. This will enable a
conducive environment for
students preparing for com-
petitive exams. The librari-
es will be air-conditioned,”
said a CMDA official.

Apart from this, librari-
es in Alwarpet, Triplicane,
R A Puram, Ashok Nagar,
and Mint areas have also be-
en taken up for revamp.

Source: The Times of India, 16 December 2024, p. 6

TENVol. | Issue 8 | December 2024 | Page 76

P Sankar, Managing Di-
rector of the Tamil Nadu
Textbook and Educational
Services Corporation and
Director of the Directorate
of Public Libraries, said
that the project is a coordi-
nated exercise between two
departments.

“We are more than hap-
py as libraries are getting a

' facelift. The beneficiary is

the public,” he explained.
Apart from this, three
new co-working spaces will
also be coming up in the ci-
ty.
“We already started one

- in Kolathur, and another

one will be coming up in the
same area. Besides, Anna

|| Nagarand GandhiNagarin

Adyar will be getting co-

. working centres with libra-

ryandotheramenities,” ad-
ded the CMDA official.

“CM M K Stalin visited
the Periyar Nagar library
and noticed school children
studying there. When he
spoke to them, they said
they did not have facility at
home. So he asked us to fo-
cus on increasing libraries
especially in North Chen-
nai. Education is very im-
portant to uplift people and
these libraries will serve
that purpose," said CMDA
minister P K Sekarbabu.



Historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy wins Sahitya
Akademi Award for work on VO. Chidambaram

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

Historian A.R. Venkatacha-
lapathy, whose tireless ef-
forts and research yielded
new findings on the Indian
freedom movement and
freedom fighters including
V.0. Chidambaram and
Bharathiyar, has won the
Sahitya Akademi Award,
2024, for his book, Tirunel-
veeli Ezucciyum Vaa.Vuu-
.Ci. Yum 1908.

A professor of the Ma-
dras Institute of Develop-
ment Studies (MIDS), Cha-
lapathy, as he is known
among his friends, was a
student of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University in Delhi.
An authority on Tamil so-
ciety and culture, he
worked at Manonmaniam
Sundaranar University be-
fore joining MIDS. His first
book, VOC Kadithangal
(VOC Letters), was pu-
blished in 1984 when he
was just 17.

“It is unexpected. Since
T.M.C. Ragunathan’s book,
Bharathi Kaalamum Ka-
ruthum, this is probably

the first research work to
get the award. Tamils gen-
erally feel that VOC did not
get his due and, therefore, [
am delighted that a book
on VOC won the presti-
gious award. I also hope it
will inspire the younger
generation to study the his-
tory of Tamil society and
culture,” he told The Hin-
du.

Tirunelveeli Ezucciyum
Vaa.Vuu.Ci.Yum 1908 dis-
cusses the uprising in Tiru-
nelveli 114 years ago in
March 1908, after VOC was
arrested for making a
speech praising freedom
fighter Bipin Chandra. VOC
urged the people to boy-
cott foreign goods, and the
uprising remains a testa-
ment to how society as a
whole revolted against Brit-
ish rule in India.

“Every public building
in Tinnevelly [Tirunelveli]
town, except the Sub-Re-
gistrar’s office, was at-
tacked. The furniture and
records of these buildings
were set on fire as well as
portions of the buildings
themselves; the municipal

Source: The Hindu, 19 December 2024, p.8

AR Venkatachalapathy

office was gutted. Twenty-
Seven persons were con-
victed and sentenced for
participation in the riot,”
according to the Sedition
(Rowlatt) Committee Re-
port, 1918.

The incident drew na-
tionwide attention, and S.
Kasturiranga Iyengar, own-
er of The Hindu, sent a spe-
cial correspondent to Tiru-
nelveli and Tuticorin (now
Thoothukudi) to report for
the newspaper.

It was the uprising that
witnessed ordinary people
rally against the British and
stand hand-in-hand with
advocates and students. At
least 10 jutka (horse cart)

drivers, a barber, an eatery
owner, a goldsmith, a mar-
riage broker, three retired
policemen, a native doctor,
a cattle dealer, a municipal
overseer, a labourer, a
woodcutter, a weaver and
many shopkeepers were
shot, arrested or convict-
ed. In an interview to The
Hindu in 2022, Mr. Venka-
tachalapathy  requested
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
to erect a memorial pillar
to honour those who took
part in the uprising.

His other book, Swa-
deshi Steam, gives a de-
tailed account of the
launch of the Swadeshi
Steam Navigation Compa-
ny by VOC in 1906, which
challenged the might of the
British merchant navy.

“In his verse autobiogra-
phy, VOC mentions meet-
ing Swami Ramakrishna-
nanda who, he says, sowed
the seeds of Swadeshi in
his heart. Under VOC’s lea-
dership, Tuticorin became
the hub of the Swadeshi
movement in South India.
Tirunelveli and Tuticorin
drew all-India attention,

and VOC became a nation-
al hero,” Mr. Venkatachala-
pathy told The Hindu.

Other works

He visited the descendants
of British Collector Robert
W.D.E. Ashe, who was as-
sassinated by Vanchinath-
an, and published a collec-
tion of essays as Ash
Adichuvattil.

He compiled Subrama-
nia Bharati’s letters in The
Hindu, which was pu-
blished as a book, Subra-
mania Bharati: Writings in
The Hindu. It was the only
organisation that gave him
the space to express his
views during 1910 to 1913,
when many publications
were banned by the
British.

The book, Tamil Cha-
racters, gives an introduc-
tion to important Tamil
personalities, including M.
Karunanidhi, M.G. Rama-
chandran and Jayalalithaa.

The Brief History of A Ve-
ry Big Book: The Making of
the Tamil Encyclopaedia
deals with the making of a
Tamil Encyclopaedia.

Tamil Nadu bags award at FICCI event for promoting sports

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

series of initiatives to deve-
lop sports infrastructure,

Besides, the State go- ].
vernment, through its Ta-
Nadu

Meghanatha
member secretary, Sports

Reddy,

Tamil Nadu has bagged an
award at the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry’s (FIC-
CI) Turf 2024-14" Interna-
tional Sports Conference
and Awards for being the
‘Best State in Promoting
Sports’.

A release said the State
government had taken a

and help sportspersons se-  mil

cure medals in national
and international contests.

A total of ¥104.22 crore
had been disbursed as in-
centives to nearly 3,345
sportspersons who had
won medals. Under the
“Kalaignar Sports Kits in-
itiative, equipment were
distributed in nearly 12,525
village panchayats.

Source: The Hindu, 5 December 2024, p.2

Champions
Foundation, had allotted
%13.33 crore to 585 sport-
spersons to help them pro-
cure kits and sports equip-
ment. The State also
hosted a series of sporting
events, it added.

Atulya Misra, Additional
Chief Secretary, Depart-
ment of Youth Welfare and
Sports Development, and

Development Authority of
Tamil Nadu, received the
award in New Delhi on No-
vember 30. On Wednes-
day, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin congratulated Depu-
ty Chief Minister Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin and other offi-
cials of the Department of
Youth Welfare and Sports
Development on winning
the award, it added.
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Hailing the achievement: CM M.K. Stalin with Dy. CM Udhayanidhi
Stalin and officials of the Youth Welfare and Sports Development
Department on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



‘Elaborate self-governing systems existed in
north T.N. villages before arrival of British’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A recent study by the
Centre for Policy Studies
(CPS), a not-for-profit re-
search organisation, on
two villages of north Tamil
Nadu — Kundrathur and Ul-
lavur - highlights how
elaborate  self-governing
administrative systems ex-
isted at the village level for
many years before the ar-
rival of the British.

Jatinder K. Bajaj, Direc-
tor, CPS, said the main ob-
jective of the study was to
learn how the polity of In-
dia functioned before the
British arrived. The study
was based on a survey con-
ducted by Thomas Bar-
nard, a British military of-
ficer, in about 2,000
locations in the erstwhile
Chengalpattu Jagir bet-
ween 1767 and 1774.

He said the summary re-
cord of the Barnard survey
was available in English at
the Tamil Nadu State Ar-

Distinguished history: Picture shows the Murugan temple in

= j e -

Kundrathur, one of the two villages covered by the study.

chives. In these records,
the British had summar-
ised information about the
functioning of the villages
in the Jagir from Tamil in-
scriptions on palm leaves
available with traditional
account keepers called
Kanakkupillais.

“For the study on Kun-
drathur and Ullavur, the
CPS had consulted both
the archival summary re-
cords and the Tamil palm
leaves. In addition, we
have looked at several in-
scriptions from Kundrath-

Source: The Hindu, 19 December 2024, p.8

ur, Ullavur and the Kasaku-
di copperplate of the
Pallava period,” he said.

‘Self-contained’

A major finding of the stu-
dy, which was published as
two separate books by the
CPS in collaboration with
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (ING-
CA), is that Indian villages
in the pre-British era were
self-governing units with
well-defined boundaries
that were considered sa-
crosanct.
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Mr. Bajaj said the villag-
es were financially, cultu-
rally, and politically self-
contained. Every village
had a long history of its
own. As many as 55 in-
scriptions from the Chola
period to the Mughals have
been recorded from Kun-
drathur, shedding light on
the history of the village
over several centuries.

The study highlighted
that the annual production
of foodgrains in the whole
of the Chengalpattu Jagir
amounted to as much as
one tonne per capita — five
times the national average
today.

It also described in de-
tail how abundant agricul-
tural produce was distri-
buted among various
institutions and function-
aries of the village. Consid-
erable portions of the pro-
duce were allocated for the
maintenance of waterbo-
dies and sustenance of
scholars, teachers, musi-
cians, and dancers.



PWD to soon bring out
book on conservation of
heritage buildings in T.N.

The compendium will serve as a manual on conservation techniques. Its author says the idea is
to document the experiences gained through preservation of heritage and historical structures

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Public Works
T Department (PWD)

will soon bring out
a compendium on conser-
vation of heritage buildings
in Tamil Nadu. The book, a
detailed compilation of
structures restored across
the State, will serve as a
manual on conservation
techniques.

Titled Experiences in
Conservation and Restora-
tion of Heritage Buildings,
the 250-page book would
have case studies of dilapi-
dated historical structures
— ranging from palaces or
monuments to educational
institutions — and the met-
iculous process of restora-
tion that helped breathe
life into them.

The Building Centre and
Conservation Division -
the PWD’s wing for herit-
age preservation — has ta-
ken up the work to reno-
vate nearly 105 historical
structures over the past
few years, and restored
nearly 72 of them so far.

The book sheds light on
the key aspects of preser-
vation of heritage struc-

architects and heritage enthusiasts looking to preserve historical
structures. PHOTO USED FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

tures. Visual elements, in-
cluding photographs and
illustrations, along with da-
ta, have been used to pro-
vide a lucid reading expe-
rience. It would also
elaborate on the nuances
of various processes such
as analysis of a structure
that is in a decrepit state,
traditional materials,
methodology and skill.

K.P. Sathyamurthy, En-
gineer-in-Chief, PWD
(Buildings), who has auth-
ored the book, said the
idea was to document the

Source: The Hindu, 22 December 2024, p.10

experiences gained
through preservation of
heritage structures in the
past decade. The depart-
ment has incorporated the
techniques of heritage con-
servation specialist S. Para-
masivam in preservation of
historical structures, and
these have been detailed in
the book.

Guide for architects

Besides accounts on mate-
rials used for restoration,
including lime, gallnut,
surki mortar and eggs that
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go into Mughal plastering
or Theervai, the book high-
lights eight long steps used
in traditional plastering. It
would serve as a guide for
architects and heritage en-
thusiasts looking to pre-
serve historical structures.

“Heritage preservation
techniques have not been
properly documented. We
have arrived at a standard
for sources of traditional
materials, and techniques
and skills for heritage con-
servation after a long
learning, testing and expe-
rimental process. For in-
stance, only a certain mix-
ing ratio and curing period
will work for plastering.
The book has minute de-
tails — such as identifying
the damages, getting mate-
rials, [analysing] the cost
involved, and the step-by-
step process of conserva-
tion...,” he added.

The book also highlights
the common challenges in
conservation, the do’s and
don’ts, and the complex
process of repairing wall
cracks, arches, domes,
roof and flooring. Readers
can learn about different
types of roofs, foundations
and flooring.
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noted in the last issuc (Vol. 1V page 633)
which began tn mid September, brought
supplics to the main trading ceatres and
inecreased rice and paddy stocks, pulling
down prices : (c) the 10,000 tonnes of rice
purchased from Andhra Pradesh and dis-
tributed through the network in the
Madras area, plos the 5,000 tomnes purs
chased from Karnataka and the allotment
of 10,000 toones of wheat by the Panjab
government, all in October, added to the
supply position and had a depressing effect
on prices: (d) another measure in which
the State Government pionecred was the
takcover of 500 tonnes of pulses under the
Essential Commodities Act which were
lying uncleared in the railway sheds at
Madras and Tiruchi (2,500 bags) alomp
with 1,000 bags of wheat as part of 107
wagon loads of pulses, chillies and wheat
which had been awaiting clearance in the
rallway yards for over a month. These
uucleared goods were in large part import-
ed into the State net by genuine whole-
salers or retailers but by middlemen who
were going round looking for the highest
bidder and in the process creating a
furthes scarcity. On the basis of this
experience, the Union Government has

taken steps to amend the Railway Act so
that any State Government can take over
any uncleared goods—essential or in
demand—afier a seven day delay. This
would also enable the railway godowns
to handle a more rapid turnover: (€) si-
multaneously the State Civil Supplies
Department sireamlined, improved and
expanded the distribution network which
<omprised 57 fair price shops run by the
department, 127 co-operatives and 413
licensed private dealers. This outlet was
stocked with essential goods on a comn-
tinuous basiz, their numbers were planned
to be expanded so that ecach unit woold
gerve only 3,000 consomers as against
10,000 until October and procedures for
distribution of rice, sugar erc. were
simplified to reduce the waiting period.
The distribution net work has began to
cover all main urban centres in the State
and covers all copsumers both those earning
less than Rs. 500 at lower prices and those
earning above that sum. Whether prices in
the Statc will return to the pre-July levels
will, hnwium, depend on the price move-
ments and the supply and demand forces
operating in neighbooring States and the
Country. The other menace facing the State
and the Country is the growing large, bighly
profitable adulteration system. Adulterants
are moving into the State on a large scale
and in the case of fertilisers and tea it is
a well organised quick profit undertaking,
extending also to all drugs and essential
commodities. Apart from strict enforces
ment, increased produetion and declining
prices are the major corrective force for
this menace.
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