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EDITORIAL—-SOME HIGHLIGHTS
IIT Industrial Development

Salem and Neyveli :

There was a week's intertoption of
work on the Salem Steel project following
u strike by the workers in the Hinduostan
Steel Works Construction Company. The

“rate of execution of the project and that
of Vishakhapatnam and Vijaynagar will
however depend om the decision on
resources by the Union authorities. The
new minisier of steel assured the parlia-
mentary consultative commirtee that the
project reports of Vishakhapatnam end
Vijaynagar will be examined and a deci-
gion on their execution will be made by
Jhe end of the year. If however all
available funds in the ministry are
allocated to the expansions plans. of
Bokaro and Bhilai, the execution of these
projects will be delayed. For the expan-
sion of Meyveli, Southern Structorals has
entered into consortium  arrangements
with Clerman firms for the production of
mining machinery, bucket steel excavators
rb“ud conveyor systems. This is the first
stage expansion from 4.5 million tonnes to
#.3 million tonnes. Action has yet to be
taken on the urgently needed second

mine cul.

Madras Refineries, SPIC & Madras
Fertilisers :

With Madras Fectilisers® resumplion of
Production from mid Movember, after the
fire accident (See Vol. IV page 498) and
the five months® closure, the 13,000 tomnes
naphitha stock accomulated atf Madras
Refineries was made available to it and jte
expansion plang referred to in the last
issue (Vol, IV pages 636-687) can proceed
apace. MRL, bowever faces for the
current year a loss compared to last year's
profit of Bs. 6 ¢rores, the extent of the
losa depending on the rise in the price of
crude which all refineries have had to face.
SPIC has begun despatching 1,600 tonnes
of orea per day to meet the fertiliser
demands in the State.

SIDCO apd Instruments Scheme -

SIDCO recognised as an export houose,
is making available Rs, 30 lakhs in foreign
exchange for export oriented small wunits
fo hélp them pufchase components and
raw materials, This will further expand
the export potential of small scale indns-
tries in the State. Further in the Adyae

(...continued on back cover inside)



TN’s fiscal discipline sound
despite Centre’s bias: FM

‘State Funds
Its Public
Schemes’

Times NEws NETWORK

Madurai: Finance minister
Thangam Thennarasu has
hit out at AIADMK general
secretary
Edappadi K
Palaniswami
for alleging
that Tamil
Nadu was
heading to-
wards bankruptcy due to the
DMK govt’'s mismanage-
ment.

EPS’s statement, made
without even a basic under-
standing of the subject, was
flawed and intended to gain
cheap publicity, he told re-
porters in Virudhunagar on

Sunday. Thennarasu said
Tamil Nadu borrowed less
than the finance commis-
sion's recommended level
every year since 2021-22.

Listing major expenses
of the govt, he said the state
spent 50,000 crore to
streamline Tangedco and
226,000 crore for Chennai
Metro from its local re-
sources.

The AIADMK govt laid
the foundation stone but did
not allocate money for met-
ro. Systematic measures
were taken to maintain fi-
nancial discipline despite
the Centre’s step-motherly
treatment, he said.

The Union govt has not
sanctioned more than 22,000
crore for Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan. As for disaster re-
lief, though the state govt
sought 37,000 crore, no
grant was given but a mere
%776 crore, which was the
state’s due allotment.

Source: The Times of India, 20 January 2025, p.7

“The state govt supports
most of the public schemes
from its own resources,”
said Thennarasu.

The minister said the
state contributes more to-
wards Prime Minister Awas
Yojana. All the novel
schemes, like PuthumaiPen,
are supported by the state.

“We are able to allocate
funds for these schemes be-
cause of the state’sfiscal dis-
cipline. The Centre with-
holding funds adds a fiscal
burden to the state govt. The
opposition leader should
know these facts before he
makes such claims in pub-
lic,” he said.

FINANCE - WISE

He said BJP-ruled states
andstateslike Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar were provided
40% GST revenue whereas
southern states got only 15%
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in the recent devolution of
taxes to states. “How long
should south Indian states
bear this brunt. Tamil Nadu
has been provided 7,057
crore while Uttar Pradesh is
sanctioned ¥31,039 crore in
the devolution of taxes. Yet,
we are spending on public
welfareschemes,” said thefi-
nance minister.

On TVK leader Vijay
meeting those protesting
against Parandur airport in
Chennai, Thennarasu said
thestaterequirestheairport
since the existing one is
smaller in size compared to
those in Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru.

“Despite its smaller size
of 1,300 acres, Chennai air-
port caters to 2.2 crore peo-
ple. The passenger turnout
will increase by 8 croreinthe
next ten years. Creating in-
frastructure like an airport
is key for industrial and fi-
nancial growth,” he added.



TN govt claims kudos from
Centre for poverty alleviation

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
onFridaysaidithaderadica-
ted poverty ‘completely'
from the state and received
commendation from the
Union govt for its poverty al-
leviation efforts.

Listing achievements of
the food, civil supplies, and
cooperationdepartment, the
state govt said its new sche-
mes, implemented after chi-
ef minister M K Stalin took
office, eliminated poverty in
the state.

The govt said people are
hunger-free and are experi-
encing prosperity. “It was
noted and praised by the
Union govt’s research re-
ports that Tamil Nadu ran-
ked first in India in poverty
alleviation,” an official rele-
ase said. The govt said it re-
ceived first prize from the
warehousing development
and regulatory authority for
registering a high number
of warehouses in the state.

As part of its public dis-
tribution system, TN provi-
des 20 kg of freericeamonth
to cardholders.

ERADICATING POVERTY

Besides, it offers up to 10
kgof wheatpercardin Chen-
nai and district headquar-
ters, and 5 kg of wheat in
otherareas, inlieuof rice. To
date, the govt distributed
7.23 lakh tonnes of wheat
free of cost.

TN invested in infrast-
ructure to support its far-

mers. The govtallocated 2100
crore for the construction of
230 direct procurement cent-
res. Of these, 130 are comple-
te, with the remaining cent-
res in various stages of
construction.

To prevent grain loss, the
govt is also investing in wa-
rehouse infrastructure. The
release added, ¥358.78 crore
was allocated for the const-
ruction of 259 modern semi-
covered paddy warehouses.
It already completed 213 of
these warehouses.

An online registration
system was launched, to eli-
minate the intermediaries,
and facilitated direct sales
from paddy farmers. This fa-
cilitated the purchase of
over one crore metric tonnes
of paddy so far.

Source: The Times of India, 4 January 2025, p.6

State plans to borrow
45,000 crore in 4t
quarter of 2024-25

Till the first half of 2024-2025, TN. has raised ¥50,000 crore through SDLs.

After adjusting for repayment, the State’s net borrowing is 334,625 crore

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
I vernment plans to
borrow 345,000

crore in the fourth quarter
of fiscal 2024-2025, as per
the indicative market bor-
rowings schedule of States,
released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI).

States including Tamil
Nadu raise funds through
the issuance of bonds
known as State Develop-
ment Loans (SDLs). The
auction for the bonds is
conducted by RBI. The
bonds are issued for va-
rious tenures, and States
have to repay the principal
with interest on maturity.

Till the first half of 2024~
2025, Tamil Nadu had
raised ¥50,000 crore
through SDLs, as per RBI
data. After adjusting for re-
payments, the State’s net
borrowing was 334,625
crore, it said.

Borrowing ceiling
The Union government fix-
es the borrowing ceiling
for States. The borrowing
ceiling has been 3% of the
projected Gross State Dom-
estic Product (GSDP) from
2023-24. An additional bor-
rowing of 0.5% of GSDP for
a period of four years,
from 2021-22 to 2024-25,
can be made on fulfilment
of power sector reforms.

SDLs form a major part
of Tamil Nadu’s outstand-
ing liabilities.

As per the RBI report tit-
led, ‘State Finances: A Stu-

.States including Tamil Nadu raise funds through issue

ey o S

of bonds

known as State Development Loans. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

dy of Budgets of 2024-25’,
Tamil Nadu had outstand-
ing liabilities of ¥5,96,619.2
crore from the issuance of
SDLs, as of March 31, 2024.
The figure is estimated to
increase to 6,87,034.3
crore, as of March 31, 2025.

A total of ¥2,03,447.14
crore, or 34.1% of the out-
standing amount, is due
for repayment in 1-5 years.
About 29.2% of the out-
standing amount is coming
up for redemption in 5-10
years, while 19.7% is due
for redemption in over 20
years, the report said.

About 11.5% of the out-
standing amount is coming
up for repayment in 10-20
years. About 5.5% of the
outstanding amount is ma-
turing in less than one
year, it added.

Tamil Nadu’s liability on
account of interest would
be ¥28,263.67 crore, and
the liability towards the
principal amount of mar-

Source: The Hindu, 2 January 2025, p.6
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ket loan would be
%3,75,951.97 crore over the
next 10 years (from 2023-
24), as per ‘The State Fi-
nances Audit Report’ for
the year ending March
2023, tabled in the As-
sembly earlier this month.

According to the CAG,
the total liabilities of the
State government typically
constituted internal debt of
the State (market loans,
ways and means advances
from RBI, special securities
issued to National Small
Savings Fund and loans
from financial institutions,
among others), and loans
and advances from the
Central government and
Public Account Liabilities.

Tamil Nadu’s total out-
standing liabilities stood at
38,47,022.7 crore as of
March 31, 2024, and were
estimated to be
39,55,690.5 crore as of
March 31, 2025, as per the
RBI report.



Tamil Nadu’s growing revenue deficit
looms large over State government

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNALI

The growing revenue defi-
cit of Tamil Nadu, high-
lighted by Leader of the
Opposition and AIADMK
general secretary Edappa-
di K. Palaniswami in his re-
cent counter to Finance
Minister Thangam Then-
narasu’s criticism of the
AIADMEK, looms large over
the State government.

This is evident in the go-
vernment’s mid-term re-
view of the financial
position.

According to the official
document, which was
placed on the floor of the
Assembly last month, the
revenue deficit has mostly
been on the rise since
2013-14. It was in 2012-13
that the State had last post-
ed a revenue surplus,
which was around 1,760
crore.

Bridging the gap

Talking about the concept
of revenue deficit, the
White Paper presented by
the DMK government in
August 2021 says: “Nor-
mally, revenue receipts
should exceed revenue ex-
penditure so that the ba-
lance could be used for fi-
nancing capital
expenditure. But, if the re-
venue expenditure ex-
ceeds revenue receipts,
the shortfall is called reve-
nue deficit. This gap has to
be bridged by either re-
sorting to withdrawal of
cash reserves or through
borrowings.”

The revenue deficit
reached a peak in 2020-21
— the COVID-19 pandemic
year — when the receipts
went down substantially
and the expenditure rose.
In 202122 and 2022-23,
the deficit saw a south-
ward trend, but this
turned out to be an
aberration.

From 2023-24, the defi-

Trend tracker

Tamil Nadu’s revenue deficit over

the past 15 years
or De
Over
(¥incrore) TRR (%)
2010-11 -2,728.69 -3.89
2011-12 1,364.10 1.6
2012-13 1,760.27 1.78
2013-14 -1,788.24 1.66
2014-15 -6,407.56 5.23
2015-16 | -11,985.35 9,29
2016-17 | -12,964.13 -9.24
2017-18 | -21,593.88 14.76
2018-19 | -23,459.45 -13.5
2019-20 | -35,908.82 -20.57
2020-21 | -62,325.88 -35.8
2021-22 | -46,538.03 -22.43
2022-23 | -36,215.15 14.86
2023-24 | -45,121.12 17.05
B 2024-25% | -49,278.73 -16.48

According to an
official document

placed in the
Assembly last month,
the revenue deficit
has mostly been on
the rise since 2013-14.
It was in 2012-13 that
the State had last
posted a revenue
surplus, which was
around 1,760 crore

cit has been on the rise
again, raising the question
whether, and when, the
State would have a reve-
nue surplus.

In the budget docu-
ment presented to the
House last year, the go-
vernment had pushed
further the year when it
would post a revenue sur-
plus by a year, and project-
ed that in 2026-27, the
State would have a reve-
nue surplus of around
$5,967 crore.

Welfare scheme

One of the factors that
caused the hike in revenue
expenditure is the imple-

Source: The Hindu, 23 January 2025, p.8

TRR - Total revenue receipts
*Budget Estimates

Source: Mid-term review of trends in
revenue and expenditure for 2024-25, Finance
Department, Government of Tamil Nadu

mentation of Kalaignar
Magalir Urimai Thogai
Thittam — financial assis-
tance of 31,000 per month
to women — since Septem-
ber 2023.

Referring to  this
scheme, the mid-year re-
view states that “taking in-
to account the expendi-
ture” for the scheme, the
revenue deficit was esti-
mated at ¥49,279 crore in
the Budget Estimates of
the current year. A sum of
%13,720 crore has been set
apart for the year. The go-
vernment is under pres-

sure to enlarge the
coverage.
Three reasons

Broadly, three reasons are
attributed for the widen-
ing gap between revenue
receipts and revenue ex-
penditure: “historical in-
justice” meted out by suc-
cessive Finance
Commissions, constituted
by the Union government,
in devolution of Union tax-
es; loss of ¥20,000 crore
in view of the termination
of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) compensation
regime on June 30, 2022;

and absorption of the loss-
es of the Tamil Nadu Pow-
er Distribution Corpora-
tion, in addition to tariff
subsidy.

During 2023-24, tariff
subsidy and  grants
amounted to approxi-
mately ¥32,100 crore.
Likewise, for 2024-25,
around 9,700 crore has
been set apart for the State
Transport Corporations
towards tariff subsidy.

To add to its woes, the
State has been facing the
wrath of nature in the
form of floods year after
year, causing increased re-
venue expenditure.

The associated problem
with revenue deficit per-
tains to borrowings over
which the government has
been facing flak from the
Opposition.

Debt outstanding

The debt outstanding,
which was around %4.86
lakh crore at the begin-
ning of 2021-22, is expect-
ed to touch 8.33 lakh
crore by March 2025,
meaning the government
would have resorted to net
borrowings of about ¥3.5
lakh crore in four years.

However, the govern-
ment’s response is that all
its borrowings are within
the parameters of the 15%
Finance Commission. The
mid-year review states
that for 2024-25, the Com-
mission had recommend-
ed a ceiling of three per-
cent of the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP),
with an additional borrow-
ing space of 0.50%, con-
tingent on the implemen-
tation of power sector
reforms.

Accordingly, the total
borrowings ceiling for
2024-25 has been fixed at
3.44% of GSDP, inclusive
of the incentive-based ex-
tra borrowing space for
power sector reforms, the
document adds.
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State Finance Minister requests
Nirmala Sitharaman to release
MGNREGS funds due to T.N.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
called on Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man in Delhi on Monday
and handed over a repre-
sentation requesting the
release of outstanding
dues to the State under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme
(MGNREGS). Later in the
day, a delegation from Ta-
mil Nadu met Union Minis-
ter for Rural Development
Shivraj Singh Chouhan (al-
SO holding agricul-
ture portfolio) and repre-
sented the State’s request.

According to an official
release, funds to the tune
of 1,635 crore due to Ta-
mil Nadu as wages for
workers under the
MGNREGS since Novem-
ber 27, 2024, were still
pending with the Union go-
vernment. The delegation,
which included Thoothu-
kudi MP Kanimozhi and

Source: The Hindu, 28 January 2025, p.6
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State Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu and Thoothukudi MP
Kanimozhi meeting Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
Delhi on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Secretary of the State’s Ru-
ral Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Department Ga-
gandeep Singh Bedi, also
requested sanction for in-
creasing the persondays
for the State under the pro-
gramme. In a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi earlier this month,
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
requested the former to di-
rect the Union Ministry of
Rural Development to re-
lease outstanding wage

dues of 1,056 crore, ac-
cumulated so far under the
MGNREGS. In Tamil Nadu,
about 91 lakh workers have
been actively participating
in MGNREGS work.

The proposal to revise
and increase the labour
budget for Tamil Nadu
from 20 crore persondays
to 35 crore persondays,
which was sent to the mi-
nistry in November 2024,
was also awaiting sanction,
Mr. Stalin said in the letter.
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RBI likely to have mixed up data on
subsidies in T.N. for last five years

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

It appears that the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has
mixed up the figures for
‘subsidies and transfers’
pertaining to Tamil Nadu
with those of ‘subsidies’ for
the last five years.

In its annual publica-
tion, State Finances: A Stu-
dy of Budgets of 2024-25,
under a table with the
heading ‘subsidies’, the fi-
gures provided for 2018-19
and 2019-20 corroborate
well with those of the State
government.  However,
from 2020-21 to 2024-25
(budget estimates), the
RBI’s figures pertain to
‘subsidies and transfers’
and not just ‘subsidies’ if
one was to compare the da-
ta with those of the State
government.

Anyone who  goes
through the table would
get the impression that the
State was not just the high-
est spender on subsidies,
but also the difference bet-
ween the spending on sub-
sidies by it and other States
was “quite wide”. For ex-
ample, in 2022-23, the sub-
sidy figures mentioned by

A mismatch

The Reserve Bank of India, in its

annual publication State Finances:

A Study of Budgets of 2024-25,
seems to have mixed up the

figures for ‘subsidies and transfers’

of Tamil Nadu with those of
‘subsidies’ for the last five years.
A comparison of the RBI's data
with that of the government.

Subsidies, as

Subs,dles, as per records Subsidies
mentioned by and
RBI* S L transfers**
Finance Dept.
2018-19 18,922.20 18,922 T7,894.79
2019-20 20,143.90 20,144 81,241.40
2020-21 1,07,005 25,110 1,07,005.38
2021-22 1,15,982.1 21,689 1,15,982.11
2022-23 1,20,475 29,559 1,20,475.20
2023-24"** 1,38,171.5 37,749 1,38,171.53
2024-25%*** 1,46,908.2 51,513.41 1,46,908,18

“figures drawn from the RBI's latest document on State Finances,
**figures drawn from the State government's budget documents over the years,

*** Revised Estimates, **

“* Budget Estimates

the RBI for Karnataka,
Maharashtra, and Madhya
Pradesh were 331,926
crore, ¥43,158.4 crore and
40,3059  respectively,
whereas Tamil Nadu was
said to have spent
$1,20,475 crore.

In other words, as per
the RBI’s publication, Ta-
mil Nadu’s spending was

Source: The Hindu, 4 January 2025, p.12

3.7 times Karnataka’s; 2.8
times Maharashtra’s; and
about three times Madhya
Pradesh’s. However, the
Budget document present-
ed by the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment to the State As-
sembly in early 2024
pointed out that the figure
was only ¥29,559 crore.
The problem lies with
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the RBI treating the figures
for ‘subsidies and transf-
ers’ of the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment as those of ‘sub-
sidies’, without pointing
out that other components
had been included under
the ‘subsidies’. One of the
budget documents of the
State government for 2024-
25 clearly gives 16 compo-
nents under the heading
‘transfers and subsidies’.

They include ‘Grants-in-
Aid’, ‘Contributions’,
‘Scholarships and  Sti-
pends’, ‘Social Security
Pensions’, ‘Write-offs and
Losses’, ‘Rewards’, and
‘Discount on Loans’.

Similar to the previous
years, in the current year,
the highest share goes to
‘Grants-in-Aid’ (77,785
crore) — wherein the State
provides grants to the Ta-
mil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation for the
losses, besides giving tariff
subsidy. In 2023-24, the
Corporation received
17,127.18 crore in grants, in
addition to %14,976.42
crore as tariff subsidy.

The RBI did not respond
to this correspondent’s qu-
ery on the wide variations
in the subsidy figures.



We are balancing welfare outgo with prudent
fiscal management, says Thangam Thennarasu

The State’s Finance Minister says concerted efforts are being made to achieve a sound growth in revenue, and that the introduction of the TN.

Public Fund Tracking System has ensured timely release of funds for schemes. Non-disbursal of funds from the Centre has hit the State, he adds

INTERVIEW

Thangam
Thennarasu

Sangeetha Kandavel
Sanjay Vijayakumar

ince mid-2021, the
s Tamil Nadu govern-

ment has rolled out
several women-oriented
welfare schemes entailing
a significant annual finan-
cial outgo. At the same
time, the State was unable
to announce a cash com-
ponent for Pongal this
year. In an interview with
The Hindu, Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
says that the government
has been balancing the fi-
nancial situation through
prudent fiscal manage-
ment. The Minister also
flags the Centre’s passive
approach towards the
State’s request for funds to
handle natural calamities
such as the recent Cyclone
Fengal. Excerpts from the
interview:

The State has
introduced many
welfare schemes such
as Vidival Payanam (free
bus travel for women),
Kalaignar Mahalir
Urimai Thogai and
Pudhumai Penn,

which have significantly
benefited women

and entailed a
substantial financial
outlay. How is the State
managing to balance

its finances while

implementing
these initiatives?

Tamil Nadu has been a pio-
neer in rolling out land-
mark schemes. Today,
what is globally acclaimed
and recognised as the mid-
day meal programme was
introduced in the 1920s in
Madras Municipal Corpo-
ration-run schools. This go-
vernment, under the lea-
dership of Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, is continuing
this illustrious legacy. Each
of these schemes is show-
ing remarkable results.
While we are implement-
ing them for the welfare of
the people, we are also en-
suring prudent fiscal man-
agement. We have been
making concerted efforts
to ensure a sound growth
in revenue in all the sec-
tors, be it the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), stamps
and registration and motor
vehicle taxes, among oth-
ers. We have also intro-
duced the Tamil Nadu Pu-
blic Fund Tracking System
to ensure timely release of
funds for schemes. This is
helping us save interest
costs through efficient cash
and debt management.

Recently, at the
pre-Union Budget
meeting, you reiterated
the request to the
Centre to release funds
towards cyclone relief
and the Chennai Metro
Rail project. How
confident are you that
the Centre will allocate
these funds? What
impact has the

Source: The Hindu, 13 January 2025, p.8

—

Prioritising progress: Minister Thangam Thennarasu says that
Tamil Nadu has been a pioneer in rolling out landmark schemes.

non-release of funds
had on the State’s
finances?

This is an issue of major
concern for the State. The
funds from Union govern-
ment have not been re-
leased towards Cyclone
Fengal relief. Even for Cy-
clone Michaung (2023),
and the unprecedented
rain in southern districts,
the Union government had
released only a meagre
sum of ¥276 crore, as
against the ¥37,907 crore
sought by the State. For the
Samagra Shiksha scheme,
disbursal of 32,152 crore is
pending. These funds are
needed to pay the salary of
teachers, maintain
schools, and for RTE Act
reimbursement. As a result
of non-receipt of funds, the
State has to bear these ex-
penditures from its own
budgetary resources, re-
sulting in a severe strain on
its finances.

Given the significant
impact of Cyclone

Fengal, will there be any
implications on the
State’s Own Tax
Revenue (SOTR)?

Definitely. All natural disas-
ters have an adverse im-
pact on the economy, and
revenues of the State. Des-
pite our best efforts at
planning and mitigation,
there has been a significant
loss to livelihoods and pro-
perty, and damage to in-
frastructure. This poses a
double blow to the State’s
finances. On the one hand,
we are unable to receive
the revenues and on the
other, the expenditure in-
curred to provide neces-
sary relief increases. This
has become a major chal-
lenge for the State, and its
economy, especially be-
cause Chennai and its sur-
rounding areas — which
are more prone to such dis-
asters — contribute about
33% of the State’s GDP
(Gross Domestic Product).
This is why we are consis-
tently seeking funds from
the Union government un-
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der the NDRF window. The
growth in the SOTR till No-
vember has been 13.96%.
This has been primarily
due to a good growth in the
GST component, driven by
higher Integrated Goods
and Services Tax settle-
ments. The government
has been taking active
measures to ensure that
the transactions are cor-
rectly recorded, and the
amount of revenue due to
the State is received on
time.

Further, several techno-
logical measures and use
of data analysis tools are
helping us improve tax col-
lection. Apart from the
GST, the effects of rate revi-
sion in the Tamil Nadu
State Marketing Corpora-
tion Limited and motor
vehicle taxes have had a
positive impact on the re-
venues. However, the sales
volume in these sectors
continue to be a cause for
concern amid a general
economic slowdown in the
country. Therefore, we are
still away from the antici-
pated growth in revenue
for this year. However, we
are committed to the path
of fiscal consolidation, and
are taking all measures to
strike a balance between
receipts and expenditure.

The State has made
several representations
before the Sixteenth
Finance Commission.
Could you share some of
the key demands put
forth?

We have called for an in-

crease in vertical devolu-
tion from the current 41%
to 50% for States. We have
advocated for a more
equitable formula for hori-
zontal devolution, which
rewards States for their
performance instead of pe-
nalising them for progres-
siveness.

We firmly believe that
when progressive States
are given a higher share, it
would result in a larger pie
for everyone, leaving more
for redistribution to the
less-developed States. The
question posed to the
Commission is simple — do
we want a smaller pie for
the country, and a larger
inter-se share for less-deve-
loped States, or a larger pie
for the country with a rea-
sonable inter- se share and
a larger absolute amount
for the less-developed
States?

There has been limited
recent discussion over
the Economic Advisory
Council to the Chief
Minister. Does the
Advisory Council meet
regularly, and what are
the key insights or
recommendations
provided?

The Economic Advisory
Council to Chief Minister is
being consulted at regular
intervals.

Most recently, the Coun-
cil was convened before
the visit of the Finance
Commission in November
2024.

To read the full article,
visit https://bit.ly/4adeOUE



Committee to be formed to study Unified Pension Scheme, says minister

TMURUGANANDHAM @ chennai

FINANCE Minister Thangam
Thennarasu said the govern-
ment would constitute a commit-
tee to study the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS) announced by the
Government of India (GoI). He
said based on the committee’s
recommendations, the scheme
would be implemented in aman-
ner suitable to Tamil Nadu.

The minister said this while
responding to aquery from DMK
MLA CVMP Ezhilarasan during

the zero hour: Thennarasu said
though the Gol has announced
the UPS as an alternative to the
contributory pension scheme
(CPS) and the national pension
scheme (NPS), it is yet to release
detailed guidelines on the
scheme’s implementation.
He said the state com-
mittee will be formed
after theguidelinesare
issued by Gol.

The Tamil Nadu
Secretariat Associa-
tion (TANSA), an as- &

sociation of employees in sec-
retariat, condemned the
minister’s “Pongal gift”, refer-
ring to the announcement.
TANSA president G Venkate-
san alleged forming a commit-
tee is tantamount to diluting
the decision on the long-pend-
ing demand of state govern-
ment employees to revert to

the old pension scheme. He
blamed the DMK government
for failing to deliver on its elec-
toral promise in this regard.
He said TANSA will stage a
demonstration on January 24
onfinance minister's announce-
ment on UPS besides other is-
sues of indefinite freezing of
surrendered leave encashment,

it s yet to release detailed guidelines on the scheme’s

Though the Gol has announced the UPS as an alternative to the
contributary pension scheme and the national pension scheme,
. .

implementation

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 January 2025, p.6

Parandur airport is essential
for economic growth: Minister

The present airport in Chennai, being very small, cannot handle the estimated passenger traffic of

~Thangam Thennarasu

and failure to fill up 4.5 lakh
vacancies.

S Daniel Jaisingh, treasurer
of the Tamil Nadu Government
Employees Association (TN-
GEA) said the UPS is not ac-
ceptable and the state govern-
ment employees are keen on
their demand to revert to the
0ld Pension Scheme. He said
the pension retired employees
would receive will be lesser in
UPS and the scheme is disad-
vantageous in other aspects as
well.

MP Murugaiyan, president
of the Tamil Nadu Revenue Of
ficials® Association, said the fi-
nance minister’s statement was
disappointing since the em-
ployees have been struggling to
scrap the Contributory Pension
Scheme and go back to the old
pension scheme for the past
two decades.

R Elangovan, president of
the Dakshin Railway Pension-
ers Union told TNIE the UPS is
disadvantageous compared to
the old scheme.

8.5 crore a year in the next decade; it has limited scope for expansion, says Thangam Thennarsu

The Hindu Bureau
VIRUDHUNAGAR

he proposed air-
| I lport at Parandur
near Chennai is in-

dispensable for economic,
industrial and trade deve-
lopment as the present
Chennai airport, which is
significantly smaller in
size, cannot handle the es-
timated traffic of eight
crore passengers per year
in the next decade, Fi-
nance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu said on Sun-
day.

Interacting with journal-
ists here, Mr. Thennarasu
said that among the air-
ports at important cities
and metros, the one in
Chennai had the smallest
parcel of land with limited
scope for expansion.

Chennai airport was on-
ly spread over 1,300 acres,
which is small compared
with airports such as Delhi
(5,100 acres), Hyderabad
(5,500 acres) and Bengalu-
ru (4,008 acres). “While
Chennai airport is han-
dling around 2.2 crore pas-

Pivotal project: Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu says the proposed airport will bring about an

industrial revolution and provide an impetus to trade and economic development. FILE PHOTO

sengers a year, the passen-
ger traffic is estimated to
touch 3.5 crore in the next
seven years and eight crore
in the next 10 years. With
thick urbanisation around
the present Chennai air-
port, land acquisition for
expansion is not possible,”
he added.

Mr. Thennarasu pointed
out that Tidel Park in Chen-
nai, constructed by the
DMK government (1996-
2001), had sown the seeds

Source: The Hindu, 20 January 2025, p.2
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for IT revolution in the
State. Similarly, the pro-
posed airport at Parandur
would cater to the estimat-
ed higher number of air
passengers, bring about an
industrial revolution and
provide an impetus to
trade and economic
development.

The State government,
besides providing compen-
sation for land to the local
people at a rate higher
than the market Dprice,

planned to rehabilitate
them to protect their liveli-
hoods, he added.

On TVK leader Vijay’s
meeting with the protes-
ters in Parandur, sche-
duled for Monday, Mr.
Thennarasu said any lead-
er was free to meet the pe-
ople. “If he brings to the
notice of the State govern-
ment the concerns of the
local people, it will address
them,” Mr. Thennarasu ad-
ded.



TN. delegation in Davos says many investment proposals under consideration

Focus on growth: Industries Minister T.R.B. Rajaa at Davos, with a
delegation from Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A delegation from Tamil
Nadu, led by Industries Mi-
nister T.R.B. Rajaa, visiting
Davos has indicated that
several investment propo-
sals are under considera-
tion following numerous
discussions held at the
World Economic Forum
there, though the names of
the companies involved

have not been disclosed.

According to a state-
ment, an electronics giant
with operations in Tamil
Nadu has responded posi-
tively to suggestions of in-
tegrating a broader chunk
of its manufacturing base
into the State’s thriving in-
dustrial ecosystem. Addi-
tionally, at least two new
data centre investments
have been mooted.

A global food processing

entity is lining up an invest-
ment for their fast-moving
consumer goods, while a
well-known superfood
giant is exploring entry in-
to Tamil Nadu to capitalise
on the State’s advantage-
ous logistical and agricul-
tural base. Apart from this,
two major finance players
have expressed willingness
to establish Global Capabil-
ity Centres (GCCs), and
two pharma companies

are looking to bolster their
GCC presence and are also
considering setting up ma-
nufacturing plants in the
State, the statement said.
“What we are witness-
ing is a direct outcome of
the State’s robust human
capital, our forward-think-
ing policies, and the readi-
ness of Tamil Nadu to ac-
commodate next
generation  industries,”
said V. Arun Roy, Tamil Na-

du Industries Secretary.

In a series of closed-
door discussions, the dele-
gation showcased how Ta-
mil Nadu is preparing an
artificial intelligence-ready
workforce. The delegation
also had a meeting with
Manchester United, ex-
ploring the prospect of
bringing global standards
of football training to the
State, especially for wo-
men.

Source: The Hindu, 24 January 2025, p.4

RISE summit: Tamil bizmen
from 40 countries to take part

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

Centre allocates Z153.2 crore for building
bridges, widening roads in nine TN districts

TIRUVALLUR %22.57 crore  High-level bridges
on Tiruttani-Poothaturpet-Pallipet Road and
Thirupachur-Kadambathur-Kondancheri Road

TIRUVANNAMALAI 3059crore  High-level

Union Minister for Road Tmm{art and Highways Nitin Gadkari
announced on Friday that 11532 crore has been rebeased
under the Central Road and Infrastructure Fund
SIIJIIFJ ta build seven bridges in three

stricts and widening roads in six
other districts acros s Tamil Nadu. The

ness turnover ranging from 5
lakh to ¥5,000 crore will be par-

TAMIL entrepreneurs and pro-  ticipating in the summit.

fessionals from 40 countries
will take part in The RISE 14th

Titled as ‘Deep Tech Future’,
a separate track has been

announcement was made through a

£

bridges on Vadamathimangalam-Kommanan thal Road,
Ammapalayam-Pud upalayam Road, NC Veeralore Road,

Global Summit, scheduled from  planned as a mini-summit to gt - and NC Veeralore-Polur-Chengam Road
January 9 to 11. delve deep into the trajectories | VILLUPURAM 24 crore  High-level bridge on Olakkur
The state gover nment willbe ~ of AL Quantum Computing and I’i'l?l"'rjlg‘{l‘m\‘ . . | Railway Feeder Road, replacing the existing causeway
represented by ministers, beyond. A day-long pitch fes- 120,52 crore _ ERODE U6AScore Widening 2.9-km stretch of State
KN Nehru, TM Anbaras- tival curated by Global Widening ' Highway-20 into dual two-lane divided carriageway with
an, Palanivel Thiaga Tamil Angels Network Mehalathur- paved shoulders
Rajan and TRB Rajaa, and Start Up Singam  Pathalapettai & TIRUPPUR 2684 Wideni
according to Dr Jegath will reach out and hand m’::‘um;g‘m:- ﬂetmkﬂdﬂ;.uugmﬁ:fdm:ngﬁﬁ
Gaspar Raj, founder of hold Al-based Startups o to intermediate lane, with curve
The RISE organisation. as well as grassroots- Rt ity improvements, culvert reconstruction,
He said the summit level micro and small en- omolGUL | —— e
opens up distinctive possi- terprises, particularly the 15.8 crore alonga s 2K et
bilities for Tamils, particularly ones headed by women. A so- Widening and MADURAI®=118.29 core
from the MSME sector, to net-  cial impact project to transform Sntﬂﬂ‘ﬂ“g"“‘ﬂ - o1 Widening '?N:! St"’“ﬂtm!“x
work and globalise their prod-  lives of more than 70,000 War G upatti- rmg?vt: m'!ﬁ ::S"S'_':l’l‘ai“;'ég
ucts and services. “We expect Widows in North Eastern dis- Thandikudi Road ! works, over a b-km stretch,
MoUs worth 1,000 crore to be  tricts of Sri Lanka willbe joint- Ve R Ak gﬁ;ﬂ%u enhancing regional road
signed during the summit,” he 1y announced by The RISE and stretch WORK infrastructure

said. Entrepreneurs with busi-  Halima Foundation.

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 January 2025, p.4

This Pongal, TN guzzled more booze, less power than last year

File photo

Tasmac’s
Pongal Sales
Surge To
¥725.5 Crore

Venkadesan S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Outlets of the Ta-
mil Nadu State Marketing
Corporation (Tasmac) Ltd
across the state sold liquor
worth ¥725.56 crore during
Pongal holidays between Jan

QUITE A PARTY: The sale is nearly 246 crore more than the 7678.65
crore of liquor sold during the Pongal holidays in 2024

13 and 16. This is nearly 746
crore more than the ¥678.65
crore of liquor sold during
the Pongal holidays in 2024.
While the average daily
sales through Tasmac was
around 2145 crore, the avera-
ge daily sales over the three

days rose by 67% to ¥241.85
crore. The sales, however, we-
ren't evenly spread across all
three days, officals said. On
Jan13,a working day, Tasmac
sold liguor worth %185.65 cro-
reand on Pongal day sales in-
creased to ¥268.46 crore. The

Source: The Times of India, 18 January 2025, p.3

nextday, Jan 15, there were no
salesasitwasadryday (Tiru-
valluvar Day). On Thursday,
Tasmac recorded sales of li-
quor worth 271 crore.

Since Jan 13, Tasmac sold
nearly four lakh cartons of
beer varieties and 8.5 lakh

cartons of IMFL (Indian Ma-
de Foreign Liquor). Almost
all districts recorded higher
sales but unlike previous ye-
ars, Madurai region did not
top the list with the highest
sales despite comprising 10
districts, registering sales of
2149.55 crore. Trichy region,
comprising nine districts,
topped the state with sales of
%179 crore. The Salem region
registered the second-hig-
hest sales with 2151.50 crore
inthreedays, whilethe Chen-
nai region sold liquor worth
T142 crore.

The Coimbatore region,
comprisingjustfivedistricts,
registered sales of %102.35
crore. “Despite higher sales
volume, some districts, most
of them from the Madurai re-
gion, still show negative
growth. Other regions have
fared well,” said a Tasmac so-
urce.
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Samba coverage in delta
has increased by about
2.5 lakh acres this time

Field report

A comparison of paddy
coverage in Samba/
Thaladi/Pishanam (STP)
seasons in 2024 with that
of 2023 (all figures in acres)

Thaladi - 2024

Samba - 2023

Samba - 2024

District/Region 06.01.2025 06.01.2025 08.01.2024

Samba Direct |Nursery | Thaladi | Direct |Nursery| Samba Direct | Thaladi

sown sown sown Total
Cuddalore 1,17,831 | 64,220 - - - - 1,17,269 | 63,686 -
Tiruchi 87,137 482 34,773 12
Karur 22,697 - 10,898 -
Ariyalur 34,901 1,433 23,391 -
Pudukkottai 26,313 | 21,225 - - 24,428 | 16,843 -
Thanjavur 2,06,168 | 22,838 1,25,461 | 3,031 1,52,130 | 26,503 |1,40,869
Nagapattinam | 1,55,395 | 1,31,940 3,712 | 2,075 1,01,391 | 93,159 | 59,483
Mayiladuthurai | 67,345 30,831 1,05,518 | 22,754 75,328 46,542 | 94,922
Tiruvarur 2,60,595 | 1,51,717 95,048 | 22,475 1,86,762 | 85,279 |1,71,052
Delta total 9,78,382 | 4,24,686 3,29,739 (50,335 7,26,370 | 3,32,024 |4,66,326
Non-Delta

Pishanam 1,58,917 | 14,985 | 8,665 - 1,69,943 | 18,031 84
Samba 19,94,609 | 6,92,218 ) 19,08,073 | 681,967 | 4,940
Thaladi 21,956 1,564 - - - -
Non-Delta total| 21,75,482 | 7,08,767 | 9,458 = = 20,78,016 | 6,99,998 | 5,024
Grand Total | 31,53,864 [11,33,453| 9,458 | 3,29,739 | 50,335 28,04,386 | 1,032,022 |4,71,350
(Delta+
Non-Delta)

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Having received substan-
tial flows of Cauvery water
and a favourable northeast
monsoon, the delta region
in Tamil Nadu has im-
proved its previous year’s
coverage during the Samba
cultivation season by about
2.5 lakh acres this time.

Compared to around
7.27 lakh acres last year,
the coverage during the
cultivation season stood at
9.78 lakh acres this time.
As for the parallel Thaladi
season, the current year’s
showing has fallen short of
that of 2022-23 by about 1.4
lakh acres.

As a result, the net in-
crease of the combined

Source: The Hindu, 13 January 2025, p.8

Source: Tamil Nadu povernment's Agriculture-Farmers’ Welfare Department

coverage during the Sam-
ba-Thaladi season this year
was cut down to 1.15 lakh
acres.

The reason for the varia-
tion in the coverage is not
far to seek. Veteran farmer
of Nannilam in Tiruvarur
district, V. Ravichandran,
pointed out that this year,
the extent of coverage dur-
ing the short-term Kuruvai
crop (around 3.88 lakh
acres) was not as much as
last year’s (approximately
5.60 lakh acres). Conse-
quently, the delta farmers
chose to go for Samba in a
bigger way than before.

As a result, the coverage
during Thaladi this time
was lower, Mr. Ravichan-
dran said, adding that the
harvesting of the Samba

crop was expected to pick
up momentum this time
only 10 days after the Pon-
gal festival.

As for the Cauvery water
realisation by Tamil Nadu,
data, released by the Cen-
tral Water Commission, re-
vealed that the State re-
ceived about 284 thousand
million cubic feet (tmc ft)
between June 1, 2024, and
January 7, 2025, as against
165 tmc ft, as prescribed by
the Supreme Court for the
corresponding period.

As for the rainfall during
the northeast monsoon
(October-December 2024),
barring  Mayiladuthurai
and Cuddalore that record-
ed normal rainfall, other
districts in the delta region
registered excess rainfall.

Agriculture

Rain sinks

50K ha of

samba in coastal delta

ANTONY FERNANDO @ Magapattinam

FARMERS in the coastal delta region are worried
as sudden, unseasonal rainfall in Nagapattinam
and Maviladuthurai districts and Puducherry’'s

Karaikal in the past two

davs has left their har-

vest-ready samba paddy under water. Officials

Officials said nearly one-third
of land under cultivation in
Mayiladuthurai, Nagaiand

Karaikal inundated | express

gaid that nearly one-
third or 50,000 hectares
of the 1,35,000 hectares
under cultivation in the
region have been
inundated.

In Nagapattinam, a
majority of farmers
skipped kuruvai culti-
vation due to the delay
in release of Cauvery
water from the Mettur
dam and have cultivated

samba paddy on about 63,000 hectares. Of this,
paddy on around 10,000 hectares has been harvest-
ed so far The remaining is expected to be harvest-

ed this month.

The unseasonal heav
region over the pasttwo
from the blue.

New survey needed to
assess damage caused
by rains: Agri official
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Aceording to official data, the Nagapattinam
district recorded a total rainfall of 34.6cm
during the 24-hour period ending Sunday
morning. Agriculture officials estimate that
this hasaffected samba crop on around 25,000
hectares in Nagapattinam alone. P Sivaku-
mar (45), a farmer from Palaiyur in the dis-
trict, said, “I could not undertake kuruvai
cultivation due to the delay in release of Cau-
very water: I cultivated only samba paddy
which I was about to harvest in a few days.
The crop, however, is now inundated in rain-
water. [ am staring at a huge loss.”

On the rain impact, a senior agriculture
official said, “We have to conduct a fresh sur-
vey to assess the damage caused by therains
overthe pastfew days. We also have to ensure
that it does not conflict with the surveys we
conducted in the past.”

Source: The New Indian Express,
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v rain that lashed the
davs has come as a bolt
PS5

In Mayiladuthurai district, agriculture of
ficialsestimate that around 30,000 hectares of
the total 68,000 hectares on which samba and
thaladi cultivation have been taken up have
been affected by the rains. The district re-
corded a total of 42.42cm of rainfall with an
average of Tem in 24 hours till Sunday morn-
ing. Mayiladuthurai, Sembanarkoil and Po-
raivar stations alone recorded over 10cm
rainfall each. An agriculture officialin Mayi-
laduthurai said, “Harvesting is completed
only on about 100 hectares. The crop on the
rest was expected to be harvested in the next
one month. Estimation of the rain impact on
the cultivation in the areas is under progress.”
In Karaikal, officials estimate seasonal paddy
raised on about 4,000 hectares of the total
4,500 hectares to have been affected by the
rain. Karaikal district recorded 5.6cm in 24-
hour period ending Sunday morning.

20 January 2025, p.1&5




Paddy rate drops in TN,
rice price may fall 10%

M S THANARAJ @ Madurai

THE retail price of fine varie-
ties of rice, which are being
sold at ¥60 to 70 per kg, may
come down by at least 10%
over the next few weeks as
paddy prices have dropped sig-
nificantly in the open market.
With bumper harvest ex-
pected this year, paddy
prices have dropped in
the open market by
200 to 300 per 62kg
bag in Tamil Nadu, say
rice traders. RNR pad-
dy, which was sold at
¥1,700 to T2,000 per bag, is pres-
ently being sold at 1,300 to
71,400 in Ramanathapuram,
sources said.

According to Dr A C Mohan,
secretary, Federation of Tamil
Nadu Rice Mill Owners and
Paddy Rice Dealers Associa-
tion, “On an average, rice pro-

duction in the country was
around 1,300 lakh metric tonnes
to 1,350 lakh metric tonnes over
the last fow vears, but this fiell
by about 3.5% in 202324, Due to
Ukraine war, which led to rise
inglobal demand forfoodgrains,
and increase in customs duty,
the prices went up significantly
in the market. But this
year, a bumper crop vield
is expected. This has
led to drop in paddy
price at the farm-gate
level and will reflect in
the price of rice varie-
ties, too, over the next fow
weeks. Price of rice may drop
by aminimum of about T2to T3
per kg initially™
Paddy is the chief crop of
Tamil Nadu and the total rice
output stood at 75 lakh metric
tonnes in 2023-24. More than 3
lakh hectares is under paddy
cultivation across THN. P5

Lower paddy price worries farmers in TN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IN Madurai and Ramanathapuram
districts, nearly 40,000 and one lakh
hectares, respectively, are under
paddy cultivation. Apart from con-
ventional varieties, finer paddy va-
rieties like RNR, Ponni and Deluxe
are also being sold in open markets.
Usually prices of such fine varieties
would be higher in the open market,
but this year, prices have witnessed
aslight drop from the beginning of
the harvest season.

Ravi, a farmer from Ramanath-
apuram, said, “Compared to last
year; prices of paddy per 62-kilo bag
has dropped by nearly 300 in the

Q

Compared to last year, prices of paddy per
62-kilo bag has dropped by nearly 300 in
the open market. Last year, the prices
remained high throughout the season, but
this year from the beginning itself traders
are offering a lower price which is leaving
us worried

Ravi, farmer

open market. Last year, the prices
remained high throughout the sea-
son, but this year from the begin-
ning itself traders are offering a
lower price which is leaving us
worried.”A Anbarasan, food panel

chairperson of MADITSSIA, Ma-
durai, said, “This year, the demand
for paddy hasslightly dropped in the
market, which has also led to drop in
prices. Notably Karnataka Ponni,
which was at 34 a ke has dropped to
%29.5 and BPT sold at ¥29 per kg has
dropped to ¥23, Aavudaiyarkoil pad-
dy variety, which was being sald for
Z30.5 per kg, dropped to T25 per kg.”

Parthiban, a rice mill operator in
Tiruchy, said, “Many of us had not
stocked up paddy last year due to
high prices in the market. But this
year as the availability of paddy has
increased, the prices have dropped
and mills are actively procuring
paddy”

Source: The New Indian Express, 20 January 2025, p.1 & 5

After unseasonal rainfall,
TN urges centre to relax
paddy moisture norms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

IN the wake of unseasonalrains
that caused damage to paddy
crops in delta districts, the state
has appealed to the centre to re-
lax the permissible moisture
content for paddy procurement
from 17% to 22%, based on re-
quests from farmers. Food Min-
ister R Sakkarapani said a for-
mal request has been sentto the
centre.

According to a statement,
paddy procurement for 2022-23
kharif marketing season has
been going on since September
1, 2024. From September to Jan-
uary 17, 2025, a total of 1,349 di-
rect procurement centres were
opened, facilitating the procure-
mentof 5,72 464 tonnes of paddy
from 80,634 farmers, and T 1,378
crore have been directly credit-
ed to the farmers’ bank
accounts.

The statement further said, as
of now; paddy procurement con-
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tinues with the moisture con-
tent limit of 17% permitted by
the centre. The unseasonal rain,
cloudy skies and frost have
made it challenging for farmers
to dry their harvested paddy, re-
sulting in the grains having
higher moisture content.

Meanwhile, the CPM and the
CPI have also urged the state
government to take steps to in-
crease the allowed moisture
content to22 % for procurement.
CPM urged the state govern-
ment to provide a compensation
of 35,000 per acre for the affect-
ed paddy and other crops based
on the extent of damage.

Similarly, PMEK founder S Ra-
madoss urged a compensation
of 40,000 per acre, alongside
measures to ensure all paddy
bags are procured without de-
lay. He recommended increas-
ing daily procurement targetsat
direct procurement centres
(DPCs) to accommodate farm-
ers’ needs.




Summer heat & pest attack affect coconut yield, prlce doubles

M SARAVANAN @ Coimbatore

HOUSEHOLDS and eateries
across the state have started
fecling the pinch as, along with
other staple vegetables like on-
ion and tomato, price of coco-
nut too has almost jumped two-
fold in the last few months. The
retail price of acoconut weigh-
ing around 500gm has crossed
¥50 in Chennaias the farm-gate
price (procurement rate) of co-
conuts in Pollachiand Anaima-
lai has more than doubled in
four months from ¥ 25 per kg in
August to 57 per kg in Decem-
ber. Traders say the price has
hit an all-time high because of
drop in crop yield due to vari-
ous factors.

Pollachi is the main coconut
hub of Tamil Nadu. From Polla-
chi, ecoconuts are sent to Kerala,
and other major markets of
Tamil Nadu including Chen-
nai, Coimbatore, and
Madurai.

N Palanisamy, a wholesale
dealer from Pollachi, said, “For

transporting a truck load of 10
tonnes of coconut to Chennai,
it costs around ¥35,000.”

According to sources, the re-
tail price of coconut goes up by
nearly 50% compared to the
farm-gate price as two to three
intermediaries are involved in
the transaction and freight cost
casts a huge burden.

If the farm-gate price is I60
per kg, the retail price will be
90 per kg, amark-upof 50%. A
medium-sized coconut weighs
between 450-500gm and the re-
tail price is ¥40-F45 apiece in
cities like Chennai, sources
said.

P Jeevanantham, a trader
who procures coconut from
around 75 farmers at Alivar in
Pollachi said, “We get orders
from retailers and approach
farmers. Based on the market
price of the day, we negotiate
with farmers and procure the
produce. The price rose sharply
in the second week of Septem-
ber after import duty on palmo-
lein oil, soybean oil and refined

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 January 2025, p.6

Traders say cotoﬂut price has hit an all tlrne high because of drop in vield dueto
various factors | s sexsacapamoian

sunflower oil was increased.
Expecting the price to rise fur-
ther, most farmers did not
pluck coconuts from trees.
Meanwhile, in October, the
prices declined as nuts from

At 5,445, number of irrigation tanks that
are full up two-fold compared to last year

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

IN the last four months, the
number of tanks that have
reached their full capacity in
Tamil Nadu has gone up from 450
to 5,455, thanks to the copious

rainfall during the north-

east monsoon season. This
isalmost twice the number
compared to the same pe-

Y

riod last year (January 7

2024) when just 2,914 tanks
were full.

The Tamil Nadu Water Re-
sources Department (WRD)man-
ages 14,410 irrigation tanks
across the state. Currently, 3,751
tanks have water levels ranging
from 76% to99%, while 182 tanks

ments of inlets may have led to
drying of these tanks. “Com-
pared to the previous monsoon,
the state has sufficient water
storage in irrigation tanks this
vear In 22 districts, including
Chengalpattu, Tiruvannamalai,

Villupuram, and Pudukkottai,

w. there are zero dry tanks,” a

senior WRD official told
TNIE. The official added
that improved water stor-
age will help recharge
groundwater in dry regions.
The official, however, said that
of the estimated 5,000 tanks in
Chennai, Tiruvallur, Kancheep-
uram, and Chengalpattu dis-
tricts, WRD now manages only

1,551 tanks asthe remaining ones
have been encroached upon. “We
are taking legal steps with the
supportof revenue and police of
ficials to retrieve the tanks,” the
official said. The state govern-
ment has also instructed authori-
ties to identify old tanks using
revenue records, he said.

K Balasubramani, state secre-
tary, Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal
Sangam, said, “Sufficient water
in irrigation tanks will enable
farmers in delta districts and
westernregion to cultivate short-
term crops such as black gram,
green gram, and millets, boosting
foodgrain production in the com-
ing months.” P7

are bone dry. Officials said lack
of water inflow due to encroach-

‘Funds for desilting tanks
expected in next budget’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

K Balasubramani, state secre-
tary, TN Vivasayvigal Sangam,
has urged TN government to re-
store waterbodies and construct
new channels to ensure free flow
of water R Subash, president,
Siruvalayam Water Users Asso-
ciation in Ranipet, said, “While
water users associations have

Sufficient water in irrigation tanks will enable farmers in delta
districts and western region to cultivate short-term cropssuch as
black gram, green gram, & millets — TN Vivasayigal Sangam

District
Chennai
(hengalpattu
elected representatives, nofunds  #ancheepuram
areallocated to them. Most tanks  Tirwvallur
haven’t been desilted for vears,  ¥illupuram
reducing their storage capacity  Tirwannamalai
The government must prioritise Tiruchy
rejuvenation of these tanks.” Arival
“We have submitted proposalsto Wa ”'_
state government. Allocation of  Madurai
funds for desilting works is ex-  Kanniyakumari

pected in next state budget,” the
WRD official added.

Mysurustarted arriving in the
market. But the price has gone
up steeply now due to drop in
vield in Tamil Nadu.”

In the second week of Sep-
tember, the price in Pollachi

went up to 55 per kg from 25
inthelast week of August. Itfell
to ¥46 in October and remained
stable till November end. Last
Saturday, the price rose to 57
per kg, sources said.

M Kumar, a coconut farmer

from Arasur in Pollachi, said,

“We get a minimum of 150
coconuts from a tree per
vear. Now, it has reduced to
less than 80 nuts per year.
Also, 60% of trees in my farm
have weakened due to intense
summer heat from March to
May: Also, root-wilt disease and
whitefly pest attack took a toll
on the trees, resulting in poor
vield.” He added that farmers
could not reap the benefit of the
price rise as cultivation cost and
disease control measures eat
into their profit.

M Rajendran, a trader in TK
Wholesale Market, Coimbatore,
said, “The arrival of coconuts
from Pollachiareahasdecreased
by 40%. On last Monday, the
wholesale price was T60 per
kg™

Storage position of irrigation tanks as on Saturday

Totalnumber Fullcapadty 76%to 51%fo Z6%to 19hto  Nil

of tanks (100%) 993,
18 B 12
564 410 146
3a 164 144
578 288 30
506 388 55

697 579 LY

178 104 15
a6 62 n

1340 269 488
2,040 587 A2
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Source: The New Indian Express, 19 January 2025, p.1&7



Central team visits TN to inspect rain-hit paddy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Thanjavurs Tiruchy

A four-member team of officials de-
puted by the union government’s food
and public distribution department to
assess the moisture content of paddy
affected by the unseasonal rainfall in
delta districts began its four-day tour
by visiting the farmlands in Thanjavur

on Wednesday, The team alsocollected
samples of paddy brought by farmers
to Direct Procurement Centres (DPC)
for testing their moisture content ina
laboratory,

According to sources, over 340 lakh
hectares of paddy crop across the re-
gion is vet to be harvested and the
crops face the risk of being rejected at
the procurement centres if the mois-

ture norms are not relaxed by the un-
ion government, sources said. Farm-
ers want the moisture norm for paddy
to be hiked from 17% to 22% to qualify
for government procurement and
minimum support price.

In Thanjavur and Tiruvarur dis-
tricts, of the 2.731akh hectares of sam-
ba and thalady paddy crops, 2.25 lakh
hectares are vet to be harvested.  P7

Tiruchy farmers want paddy moisture
norm to be permanently fixed at 21%

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SIMILARLY, 1.18 1akhs hectares
of paddy out of 1.31 lakh hec-
tares in Mayiladuthurai and
Nagapattinam is vet to be har-
vested. Livelihood of lakhs of
farmers in the region is
at stake, sources said.

The team compris-
ing assistant direc- |
tors (storage and re- °
search) Preeti Shukla
and V Naveen and tech-
nical officers Rahul and
Abhisek Pandey first visited
the DPC at Kakkarai near
Orathanadu and listened to the
grievances of farmers before
collecting the samples.

E Sukumaran, afarmer, told
the team that since the ground

Al

F
i

is wet and there is misty condi-
tion in the region, they could
not dry the harvested paddy
A Annadurai, Managing Di-
rector of TNCSC which is pro-
curing the paddy on behalf of
Food Corporation of India, who
accompanied the team, said
the request to relax the
moisture norm was ne-
cessitated due to the
rains in January “After
analysing the samples in
the laboratory, the team
would submit a report to the
union government based on
which the decision on relaxa-
tion of moisture norm will be
taken” Annadurai said.
Thanjavur Collector A Priyan-
ka Pankajam was present. The
team also visited the DPCs at

]

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 January 2025, p.1&7
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Orathanadu Pudur. Pula-
vankadu and Pappanadu in the
distriet.

The team would be visiting
Tiruvarur, Nagappattinam,
Mayiladuthurai and Cuddalore
districts in the coming days.

Meanwhile, there is a de-
mand from a section of farmers
in Tiruchy to fix the moisture
norm at 21 % permanently con-
gidering the change in cdimatic
conditions. Sinece the harvest
season falls during the rainy
and fogey seasons, farmers
said the moisture content
should be permanently fixed at
21%. They said it was practi-
cally impossible to ensure the
moisture content of paddy re-
mains below 17% due to the
change in climatic conditions.



Nation’s largest livestock research institute in Salem becomes operational

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE country’s largest livestock
research institute — Advanced
Institute of Integrated Re-
search in Livestock and Animal
Sciences (ATIRLAS) — in Thal-
avasal, Salem, commenced op-
erations on Monday. Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin, via
video-conferencing, inaugurat-
edthe facility, which was estab-
lished on 1,102.05 acres at
56444 crore.

Equipped with modern tech-
nology, the campus has admin-
istrative buildings, research
laboratories, guesthouses, and

126 structures comprising nine
wings, including livestock
farms, dog-breeding units, a
fodder research station and
support facilities.

AIIRLAS director Dr
Krishnakumar told TNIE that
the institute houses around 120
animals, including native cattle
breeds such as Pulikulam, Sin-
dhiand Kangeyam, four breeds
of goats, sheep and pigs. “A re-
search station for fisheries has
been operational for the past 20
days,” he said.

Highlighting that the insti-
tute focusses on animal preser-
vation and skill development

(M inaugurating the research facility via
video-conferencing on Monday | express

for students and entrepreneurs,
he said, “It may take two years
to gain recognition from the In-
dian Council of Agricultural

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 January 2025, p.4

TN to soon launch
sandalwood farming

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
forest department is set to
launch the ‘Malai Sanda-
nam’ project, an initiative
aimed at restoring sandal-
wood cultivation in the Eas-
tern Ghats while improving
the economic prospects of
tribal communities.

The project, backed by
the National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (Nabard), will initially
be rolled out in Villupuram,
Aathur near Salem, Dhar-
mapuriand Hosur.

Under the scheme, tribal
farmers will receive sandal-
wood saplings and certifica-
tion from the department.

Crucially, they will reta-
in full ownership of the pro-
fits from the sandalwood
harvest, ensuaring direct fi-
nancial benefits for their
communities.

The initiative not only se-
eks to replenish the dwind-
ling sandalwood population
but also provides a sustai-
nable livelihood option for
tribal farmers.

As part of the first phase,
10,000 sandalwood saplings
will be planted in the selec-
ted districts.

A pilot project is already
underway in Tiruppattur
district, where hundreds of
saplings were distributed
and planted successfully.

Chief project director of
the TN Biodiversity Conser-
vation and Greening Project
for Climate Change Respon-

TOI

RESTORATION SCHEME

se (TBGPCCR), I Anwarde-
en, stated that small-scale
sapling distribution is ongo-
ing, with plans to scale up
operationsnext year.

It takes about six months
toraise sandalwood saplings
in plastic bags before they
areready for distribution.

FOR TRIBALS

A forest official explai-
ned that sandalwood is a
slow-growing parasitic
plant, which relies on nutri-
ents from nearby shrubs or
plants to thrive.

Dependingonthedesired
wood quality, sandalwood
trees can be harvested at dif-
ferent maturity stages—20,
35,0140 years.

Sapwood, typically har-
vested at 20 years, com-
mands a market price of
225,000 per kilogram, while
heartwood, which takesover
35 years to develop, fetches
significantly higher prices
dueto itssuperior quality.

Source: The Times of India, 23 January 2025, p.5

Research (ICAR) and other
agencies. Afterwards, we will
proceed with the admissions
for PG and doctorate pro-
grammes. Until then, the insti-
tute will conduct research
through the faculty members
deployed by the state govern-
ment. Additionally, PG students
from TANUVAS will be allowed
to use the faecility for
research.”

Krishnakumar said the insti-
tute is equipped to conduct re-
search to enhance the genetic
potential of Pulikulam and
Kangeyam cattle breeds, and
select and improve livestock. “A

total of 30 faculty members, in-
cluding professors and assist-
ant professors, 20 veterinary
science graduates, 19 NET/
SLET-qualified members and
16 researchers in agriculture,
have been posted to the ATIR-
LAS,” he added.

A press note mentioned that
the institute aims to preserve
and promote indigenous live-
stockand poultry breeds. Italso
plans to train 3,000 farmers an-
nually to enhance their liveli-
hood opportunities. AIIRLAS
is equipped to produce 70 high-
yielding native cows, 500 eross-
bred goats and sheep, 500 pig-
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lets, 20 lakh native chicks, and
20 lakh fingerlings annually, it
added.

Official sources clarified that
in 2021, a veterinary college op-
posite to the AIIRLAS was in-
augurated. “Initially, the col
lege was planned as a part of
the AIIRLAS, but was later es-
tahlished as a se parate institute
affiliated with the Tamil Nadu
Veterinary and Animal Scienc-
es University (TANUVAS). Asa
result, it was misinterpreted
that the AIIRLAS itself had
been inaugurated during the
ATADMEK regime,” said an
official



Industry and Infrastructure

Tirupur’s knitwear exports are rising on global headwinds

Sakthivel.K@timesofindia.com

he surge in international
I demand for knitwear gar-
ments over the past few
months has revitalised production
inTirupur’s textile units. Tirupur’s
knitwear exports faced multiple
challenges over the past few years
due to demonetisation, GST and
Covid. After the pandemic, knit-
wear exports from Tirupur saw a
significant recovery, reaching
34,350 crore in the 2022-23 financial
year. But the Russia-Ukraine war,
economic slowdowns in the West,
rising freight charges, and in-
creased electricity costs again
pulled the garment sector down in
2023-24.

“In the current financial year,
political changes in the United
States, its altered trade ties with
China, along with the unrest in

Bangladesh have created new trade
opportunities for India. Exports
have crossed 220,482 crore in Oct.
By Dec, this figure surpassed
230,000 crore,” says Kumar Du-
raisamy, joint secretary of the Tiru-
pur Exporters’ Association. Ex-
ports have shown an increase of
15-18% every month compared to
the previous financial year; he adds.

Exporters point out that Bang-
ladesh’s free trade agreement (FTA)
with the European Union (EU) is
set toend in 2027. As aresult, major
foreign buyers are shifting their at-
tention to India and are placing
orders. Additionally, negotiations
for an FTA with the UK are in the
final stages, generating optimism
among exporters. “This presents a
great opportunity for small, medi-
um, and micro enterprises to regain
their glory,” says Kumar:

The positive trend could be seen

amounted to 94,936 crores, reflect-
ing a growth of 13.2% compared to
the same period the previous year,
he says. “The growth trajectory will
continue. I anticipate that the Tiru-

pur knitwear sector will achieve an
overall growth of 15% compared to
the previous fiscal. This growth is
expected to push exports from Tiru-
pur beyond 40,000 crores,” he adds.

KNITWEAR EXPORTS cateinzco

CHALLENGES | Increased prices for raw
material such as cotton and yarn

< 2024-25
AN K 2 X
Rl 0020 o ann ans wnu G0
Allindia | 53,199 | 46800 | 60950 | 61764 | 55798 | 37,241
Tiupur | 27280 | 24750 | 33525 | 34350 | 30690 | 20482

OPPORTUNITIES | Political changes

in the United States and its trade
» Import duty on cotton stance with China, coupled with
> Few FTAs with other countries political unrest in Bangladest
> Not enough 65 4na lowhareat > fesh's FTA with the EU is
loans to upgrade machinery in factories set to expire in 2027
and purchase new machines » Negotiations for an FTA with the
> Rising electricity tariffs UKarein their final stages

across India in readymade garment
(RMG) exports during the current
fiscal year, says A Sakthivel, vice-
chairman of the Apparel Export
Promotion Council (AEPC). The

Manufacturers say India’s RMG
sector can achieve much more pro-
vided the govt extends additional
support. “To fully capitalise on the
opportunities, support from the
Union govt is imperative. The govt
should consider removing the tax
on cotton imports, establishing
more FTAs with various countries
to boost exports, and reducing bank
interest rates,” says M P Muthu-
rathinam, president of the Tirupur
Exporters and Manufacturers As-
sociation (TEAMA).

India currently ranks sixth in
garment exports, accounting for
only 3.9% of global exports, where-
as Bangladesh holds around 12%,
and China dominates with 36%, he
says. “If the Union govt comes up
with positive announcements in the
upcoming budget, the apparel in-
dustry could achieve new heights,”
he adds.

Source: The Times of India, 20 January 2025, p.2

exports of readymade garments in
Dec 2024 showed a growth of 15.2%
in rupee terms compared to Dec
2023. The overall exports for the
period from April to Dec 2024

Top firms have HQs in other states,
but their factories are in TN: Rajaa

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Chennai

Intreprong: .

of economy (after Maharash-
tra). We have the most urban-
ised state in the country. Where-

DELIVERING the inaugural
address at RISE - Go Global
Tamizha, a three-day event
launched at ITC Grand Chola
in Chennai on Thursday, Indus-
tries Minister TRB Rajaa urged
entrepreneurs to invest in
Tamil Nadu and also influence
others todo so.

Many top companies have
their headguarters in Mahar-
ashtra but their factories are in

=1
Minister TRE Rajaa inaugurating RISE -
(0 Global Tamizha on Thursday | exeeess

Tamil Nadu, which makes it
the largest manufacturing state
in the country. “I cannot accept
that TN stands second in terms

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 January 2025, p.7

as most states have only one or
two places, Tamil Nadu has sev-
eral places where there has
been widespread growth like
Chennai, Erode, Coimbatore,
Tiruppuy, Tirunelveli, Tiruchy,
ete.,” the minister added.

The minister said that 35%
of all automobile exports of In-
dia are from Tamil Nadu, simi-
larly 35% of all electronics ex-
ports from India are from TN.
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‘TN will move towards home-grown innovation’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Channal
TAMIL Nadu is transitioning
from service delivery to prod-
uect ereation and the goal is to
see that world-class innovations
get their start in the state, said
Industries Minister
TRE Rajaa, while
speaking at a dis- l N
cussion on supply
chain diversifica-
tion along with re-
nowned economist and former
REI Governor Raghuram Ra-
Jan during World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) Annual Meeting
2025 in Davos.

Rajaa highlighted the state's
agenda to start designing and
developing products in Tamil

Madu instead of just doing the
manufacturing. “The state's
ambition is to mowve from tradi-
tional service and manufactur-
ing based operations towards
home-grown innovation and
global advanced manufacturing
leadership,” he said.
The state delega-
l tion showcased at Da-
vos how Tamil Nadu
ispreparing an Artifi-
cial Intelligence-
ready workforce through both
government-led programmes
and partnerships with leading
technology organisations. The
Naan Mudhalvan initiative of
the state drew strong interest
from companies, seeking to col-
laborate on workforce upskill-

ing, povernment sources said.

The state delegation also held
a meeting with the Manchester
United and is exploring the
prospect of bringing
global standards of
football training to
Tamil Nadu, especial
1y for women.

While remaining
discreet about certain
campany names, the
delegation confirmed
that there have been
several promising
leads on investments.
Anelectronics glant with oper-
ations in Tamil Nadu respond-
ed positively to suggestions of
integrating a broader chunk of
its manufacturing base into the

TRE Rajaa

State’s thriving industrial eco-
system. Additionally, at least
two new data centre invest-
ments have been mooted, soure-
essaid.

A global food
processing entity is
lining up an invest-
ment for their FMCG
products, while a well-
known superfood gi-
ant is exploring entry
into Tamil Nadu.
Meanwhile, two ma-
jor finance playvers
have expressed will-
ingness to establish Global Ca-
pability Centres (GCCs), and
two pharma companies are
looking to bolster both their
GCC presence and are also con-

sidering manufacturing plants
in thestate, according to sourc-
es. The state's plans to develop
a TN Knowledge City through
TIDCO have also attracted in-
terest from leading internation-
aluniversities.

The minister also met Gan
Kim Yong, Deputy Prime Min-
ister of Singapore, Abdulla bin
Tougq Al Marri, Minister of the
Economy of the United Arab
Emirates, Bandar Alkhorayef,
Minister of Industry and Min-
eral Resourcesof Saudi Arabia,
Ville Tavio, Minister for Devel-
opment Cooperation and For-
eign Trade of Finland, Abdulla
Fakhro, Minister for Industry
and Commerce of the Kingdom
of Bahrain.

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 January 2025, p.3

Fintech Tower project
will go live soon: Min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
is planning to launch the Fin-
tech Tower project — set to
come up on a 2.29-acre plot in
Fintech City at a cost of ¥234
crore — in the next few
months, according to In-
dustry Minister Dr T R
B Rajaa. il

Dr Rajaa, who in- |
spected the project 7
works, posted on X that
it is on schedule. “With
60% of the work complete,
this landmark project is on
track to become a key driver in
positioning Tamil Nadu as the
FinTech Capital of India,” the
minister said.

The Fintech Tower is envi-
sioned as a high-rise building

- gy

with a built-uparea of approxi-
mately 5.5 lakh sq ft, compris-
ing two basements, three podi-
ums and nine floors.

The minister said that the
Fintech City and Tower projects
have already generated signifi-

cant interest, with plots sell-
ing fast and leading play-
ers from the Banking,

Financial Services and
Insurance (BFSI) and
fintech spaces showing
strong interest in office
spaces. “Speaking of of-
fice spaces, Chennai, Kovai,
Thoothukudi, Tiruchy and Ma-
durai are seeing big demand,
hence the government is doing
its bit to increase supply I urge
private players to concentrate
on A Grade office spaces in
these cities,” he added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 January 2025, p.2

43 business deals worth
370 crore signed during
Tamil Diaspora day

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

A total of 43 MoUs generating
around 70 crore business for the
global Tamils were signed dur-
ing the overseas buver-seller
meet organised jointly by FaMe
TN, Commissionerate of Reha-
bilitation and Non Resident
Tamils and South India Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
as part of the annual World
Tamil Diaspora Day 2025.
According to a release, 26 over
seas buvers and 226 Indian
sellers (which included 82
first-time exporters) par-
ticipated in the event.
‘Tamil Nadu desks’
are to be set up in 10
countries for promoting
trade and investment,
culture and language,
education, skill develop-
ment, research and de-
velopment, healtheare,

Tamil Nadu desks’

ciations across the globe, Commis
sionerate of Rehabilitation and
Non Resident Tamils and South
India Chamber of Commerce and
Industry signed a tripartite Mol
to establish these desks.

Meanwhile, the state-owned

Tamil Nadu Centre for Smart
and Advanced Manufacturing
(TANSAM) signed three MoUs
with Sobha Builders Dubai, GM
Ship Tech Dubai, Indira Projects
Maldives which envisages train-
ing of Tamil youth through

Naan Mudhal van scheme for
5,000 jobs.

A multi-partite MoU
was also signed between
TN Skill Development
Corporation, TANSAM,

Commissionerate of Re-
habilitation and Non
Resident Tamils and In-
ternational Tamil Engi-
neering for creation of
job opportunities for

tourism along with start a::z:;f;"fp: Tamils across the
upand innovation. The moting trade  &lobe.
decision was formalised 5:1?1 hwfm-.mt, More than 2,500 at-
at the event. culture and tendees from over 70
The desks will be set language, countries, comprising
up in Germany, France,  education, skill  gver 1,500 global Tamils,
United States, Canada development o500 entrepreneurs/
South Africa, éuuth Kﬂ: ’h"': :‘“‘ mﬂ: professionals partici-
rea, Indonesia, Maurj- UYPandinnovation  yated in the Tamil Di-
tius, UAE and Australia. Goverenment aspora Day 2025, a re-
Tamil Sangams/Asso- release lease said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 January 2025, p.6
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Tamil Nadu to establish 2 million sqft
facility for Al in Coimbatore: Stalin

Times News NETWORK TR = " s

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
will establish a facility for
artificial intelligence (AI)
at Coimbatore, chief minis-
ter M K Stalin said on
Thursday. He said it will be
spread over twomillionsqft
and built through public-
private partnership.

A senior official told
TOI that the idea is to pay
attention to Al-based com-
panies at the new office

- A=

ON RUNDS: Stalin visits stalls at Chennai rade Centre

space developed at Vilan-
kurichi, Coimbatore, adja-
cent to the existing Elcot.
The official said a lot of Al-
related companies are com-
ing up at Coimbatore and
the govt plans to promote
the sector in the city. The fa-

cility will be for all IT com-
panies, including AL
Addressing the Uma-
gine TN technology sum-
mit, the chief minister fur-
ther said Al is discussed ev-
erywhere as the next big
thingandsaid the technolo-

Source: The Times of India, 10 January 2025, p.5

gy will create more employ-
ment. He said Tamil Nadu
aims to grow in emerging
technologies such as Al,
blockchain and electric ve-
hicle manufacturing and
bring inclusive and distrib-
uted growth with that.

“Human capital is es-
sential for IT growth. Stu-
dents in Tamil Nadu are
well-positioned and have
good leverage (in the job
market) as training in my
pet scheme of Naan Mud-
halvan provided students
with soft skills along with
technical expertise,” he
said.

The chief minister fur-
ther said Tamil virtual a-
cademy is developing natu-
ral language processing
tools for Al efforts in Tamil
languageand buildingtools
such as grammar correc-
tion softwares. He said El-
cot would establish a spe-
cial helpline for all the in-
formation technology com-
paniesinthestate.

893 MoUs with domestic, foreign
firms inked since 2021, says Rajaa

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

Tamil Nadu’s participation
this vear included productive

INDUSTRIES Minister TRE discussions with global leaders

Rajaa hit out at criti-
cism from opposition
parties and detractors
secking to allegedly un-
dermine Tamil Nadu's
achievements and said
that World Economic
Forum (WEF) serves as
a platform for fostering
global economic collab-
orations and understanding
key investment trends.

Stating that Tamil Nadu has
positioned itself as a model of
governance and economic
growth in India as evidenced
by its contributions to the coun-
try’s GDP and employment sta-
tistics, Rajaa said the state has
signed 893 MoUs with domestic
and international companies
since 2021, attracting invest-
ments worth ¥10,07,974 crore
and creating 31,53,862 jobs.

In a statement, Rajaa said

TRB Rajaa

and industrial repre-
sentatives, positioning
the state asa prime des-
tination for investments.
Key outcomes from Da-
vos include Tamil
Nadu's engagement
with leaders and indus-

tries from Singapore, UAE,
Saudi Arabia and Finland. Dis-
cussions centered on sectors
such as semiconductors, re-
newable energy, quantum com-
puting, pharmaceuticals and
food export. Notable agree-
ments and collaborations
emerged from these dialogues,
paving the way for sustained
partnerships, he added.

EPS renews demand for white paper

Chennai: AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K Palaniswamion
Sunday renewed his demand for a white paper on the
investments attracted by the DMK government since 2 021
through the visits of Chief Minister MK Stalin to foreign countries
and the global investors meet. Ina statement, Palaniswami said
when Stalin was in the opposition benches, he vehemently
demanded a white paper for investments but is now hesitating to
make public the information. Palaniswami said Industries Minister
TRB Rajaa is attending the World Economic Farum's annual
meeting in Davos. While there are reports about other states
signing MoUs to attract investments, there has been no such
information about Tamil Nadu, he alleged. ENS

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 January 2025, p.4
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Samsung union
gets TN labour
dept’s approval

NIRUPAMA VISWANATHAN
{d Chennai

AFTER a prolonged battle, the
Tamil Nadu Labour Depart-
ment on Monday issued the cer-
tificate of registration to the
CITU-affiliated Samsung India
Workers Union (SIWU) under
the Trade Unions Act, 1925,
The approval came hours be-
fore the lapse of the six-week
deadline set by the Madras
High Court for the department
to decide on the application for
registration filed by SIWU in
July 2024. As per the Act, the
department must decide and is-
sue the certificate of registra-
tion within 45 days. “For over
six months, we were not asked
for anv documents or clarifica-
tions, meaning there was no
reason for the delay Neverthe-
less, it's a big win for the work-
ers’ protest,” said SIWU presi-
dent E Muthukumar. Pa

HC had asked TN labour dept to decide
union plea in six weeks

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MUTHUKUMAR, who is also
CITU Kancheepuram district
secretary, led the protest by
Samsung workers in Septem-
ber that went on for 37 days,
attracting global attention.
The registration of the un-
ion by the labour department
and the subsequent recogni-
tion by the company were
among SIWU's major demands
during the protest, which saw
the participation of around
1,000 Samsung workers, which
is roughly two-third of the
workforce of the companv’s

Until then, Samsung had re-
fused to engage directly with
SIWU, citing that it was not a
recognised union, and main-
tained that it would engage
only with a “workers
committee” that had
the company’s
backing.

The company had
also formally recorded
its objection to the la-
bour department against
the registration of SIWU, ar-
guing that the union cannot
use “Samsung” in its name.

A few days prior to calling
off the protest, SIWU had ap-

rections and granted approval
within six weeks.”

In another win for SIWU ear-
lier this month, Samsung,
which had agreed to respond
to its charter of demands after
the protest, proposed a wage
revision of 9,000 instead of
the ¥36,000 demanded by SIWTUL
CITU sources said they planto
reject the offer and negotiate
further for better wages in the
next sitting of conciliatory
talks scheduled in the coming
week.

Samsung India said that it
did not want to comment on
the issue.

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 January 2025, p.1 & 9
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manufacturing plant in Sripe-
rumbudur, besides CITU
members.

The protest was called oft on
October 16 after a series of
conciliatory talks involving
the state government, repre-
sentatives of the SIWU, and
Samsung.

SIWU had said the protest
was called off after Samsung
agreed to respond to their
charter of demands, which in-
cluded a wage revision of
¥36,000 per month over three
vears and the reduction of an
hour from their everyday work
schedule.

proached the HC over the inor-
dinate delay by the labour de-
partment in deciding on their
application for registration,
which was filed in July 2024,
On December 5, the Ma-
dras High Court direct-
ed the Tamil Nadu La-
bour department to
pass appropriate or-
derson the application
submitted by SIWU
within six weeks. The
deadline ended on Monday,
When asked the reason for
delay in clearing the applica-
tion, a senior official said, “ We
have complied with the HC di-



State govt. strengthening
start-up ecosystem: Dy. CM

The Hindu Bureaun
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has always
been a leader in adopting
new technologies, and the
government has been
strengthening the start-up
ecosystem, Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin said on Friday.

Delivering the valedicto-
ry address during the third
edition of the Information
Technology and Digital
Services Department’s
technology and innovation
summit, UmagineTN 2025,
he pointed out that it was
during former Chief Minis-
ter M. Karunanidhi’s te-
nure that the State intro-
duced its first IT policy and
brought computer science
into education.

Neeraj Mittal, Secretary,
Department of Telecom-
munications, Government
of India, said the Union go-
vernment had launched 5G
labs in seven to eight pro-
minent institutions across
Tamil Nadu, and requested
the State government to
use the infrastructure.

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital

Source: The Hindu, 11 January 2025, p.8

Udhayanidhi Stalin

Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said that over 14,000
people attended the two-
day conclave. The atten-
dees included 2,400 dele-
gates from across India,
2,600 students, and over
2,000 faculty members
from various educational
institutions, he said.
Earlier, Sandeep Rai
Rathore, Director-General
of Police, Training, spoke
on the role of Artificial In-
telligence in crime preven-
tion. “Al can help officers
gather evidence and identi-
fy suspects more quickly
and efficiently,” he said.
The iTNT Hub signed a
slew of MoUs at the valed-
ictory function. The first
one was with the Centre
for Development of Ad-

vanced Computing (C-
DAC) to drive innovation in
advanced areas such as
high-performance comput-
ing, Al, quantum comput-
ing, cybersecurity, and
healthcare technologies. A
deal was signed with the
Game Developers Associa-
tion of India (GDAI) to pro-
vide start-ups, developers,
and researchers access to
cutting-edge  resources,
mentorship, and industry
insights. Another MoU was
signed with the VFX, Ani-
mation and Gaming Socie-
ty (VEGAS). iTNT Hub and
IIT Madras Research Park
signed an MoU to foster
synergy between acade-
mia, industry, and ad-
vanced research facilities.
iTNT Hub also launched
its ‘Foundation Fund’ (Fi-
nancing Opportunities for
Unleashing Deeptech Ad-
vancements & Transforma-
tive Innovations). With
support from the Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology, the
first tranche of ¥2 crore
would be invested in Tamil
Nadu-based deep and
emerging tech start-ups
supported by iTNT.

TENVol. 11 Issue | | January 2025 | Page 18



T'N’s startups, with a conservative approach eschewing risks and
high spend, need to tap into pan-Indian market for funding, sales

ISESTE

TORT
UNICU

Vaitheeswaran.B@timesofindia.com

ortoises rather than unicorns

come to mind when talking

about startups in Tamil Nadu.

The second largest economy

in terms of gross national

income, continues to punch
below its weight when it comes to startups.
Last year was particularly bad. Despite fund-
ing recovery at the national level in 2024, ven-
ture capital funding for TN-based startups was
the lowest since 2020 and fell 44% over previous
year, Venture Intelligence data shows.

There is no denying that TN's funding eco-
system is less developed than other startup
hubs, but it's not a major problem for the right
entrepreneurs and many startups have proved
that, says Arun Natarajan, founder of Venture
Intelligence. “Founders can reach out easily
to VCs in other cities and raise capital. How-
ever, owing to the combination of lack of seed
capital locally and the relative conservative
nature of founders here, the average startup
here reaches out to external investors at a
much later stage than in Bengaluru or NCR.”

The lack of role models is a drawback in
scaling companies, especially in the consumer
segment, says Natarajan. “Girish Mathru-
bootham and other SaaS founders have effec-
tively scaled B2B software ventures. But for
domestic consumer focused startups, espe-
cially of the disruptive variety that burn cash
for quite a few years like a Swiggy or a Zepto
before turning profitable, there have not been
many success stories nor local investors with
appetites to back them,” he adds.

Alittle more than 250 startups have raised
funding rounds of Series A and beyond and
around 10 startups have reached unicorn sta-
tus (a startup expected soon to become unicorn
orcrossing $1 billion in valuation) shows data
from Tracxn. This excludes entities floated by
conglomerates such as TI Clean mobility. So
far, six startups have unicorn tag including
Uniphore, Freshworks, Chargebee and Zoho.
This is significantly less compared to estab-
lished startups hubs of Bengaluru and Mum-
bai. And, ventures from TN mostly are busi-
ness facing (B2B) and predominantly work in
enterprise applications and financial services.

The whole ecosystem needs to evolve, not
just the funding scene, says [ A S Balamuru-
gan, managing partner and co-founder of asset
management firm Anicut Capital. “A few soft-
ware as services firms and fintech firms in the
state received significant capital. I hope areas
such as manufacturing tech, automobile will
develop big.” The state’s ecosystem needs to
allow both profitable and risky startups to

No. of deals .
Amount(|n$mn) ﬁ

TNasa% of
all India 1
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2023

2024

2022
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» Compared to 2023, the funding quantum outside Chennai rose significantly
(from $ 3 mn to $8 mn ) in 2024; Number of deals and funding in Chennai-based
startups declined from 44 to 22 and from $180 million to $93 million respectively

TN VENTURE
CAPITAL
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Note: This includes
investments in cross
border companies
headquartered in TN.

Source: Venture Intelligence.

emerge and flourish and allow them to collapse
if they are not good businesses, he says. “The
market will correct itself, but without a risk
appetite why would you get into startups? We
have been successful in global linkages for
startups but haven’t created businesses with
substantial national linkages. Pan-Indian mar-
ket should be tapped and cultural sensitivities
of market better understood to crack the direct
to consumer play. Unless you crack that, you
will not be able to have a poster boy,” he adds.

“There is a general perception that startups
in the state are conservative and do not raise
external capital to scale or even hire profes-
sional managers. That is true to some extent
but has started to change,” says Arvind Sub-
ramaniam of Enlighten Capital, a micro VC
that plans to back TN startups. “Now entrepre-
neurs are ready to take money as they get ex-
posure to other hubs. Employees from success-
ful startups are starting their own venture and

Source: The Times of India, 20 January 2025, p.2

founders support and provide seed capital to
those ventures. We are catching up,” he says.
Sivarajah Ramanathan, chief executive of
startupTN, points to the state startup promo-
tion agency’s ongoing survey on startups, and
says failure rate is less in Tamil Nadu. “Other
forms of funds such as debt, company’s turn-
over and profitability should also be consid-
ered for evaluation, not just fundraising,” he
says, expressing optimism about this ecosys-
tem. TN is taking steps to improve access to
funds by connecting startups and venture
capitalists and has facilitated 290 crore cumu-
lative funding in the past six months, he adds.
An executive from a well-known startup,
which invests across the country, says their
philosophy is aligned towards the tortoise, that
is slow and steady growth, rather than the
mythical unicorn. This signifies mindset of
some TN startups. Now, we have to see if these
tortoises win the race over unicorns.
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‘Tamil Nadu has done well with engineering goods and electronics

exports, but the real opportunity is textiles & it’s just round the corner

CRUISING
ON EXPORT
HIGHW,

MONDAY BRIEFING

Ashok Leyland ties up
with ESAF

ruck and bus major Ashok Leyland

has signed a memorandum of
understanding with ESAF Small Finance
Bank for a vehicle financing partnership
for its customers. The bank will provide
end-to-end financial solutions to the
customers of Ashok Leyland. The vehicle
loans will have convenient monthly
repayment plans. -TNN

Sundaram Home Finance
opens 4 branches in TN

undaram Home Finance (SHF), a

wholly owned subsidiary of
Sundaram Finance, last week opened
branches in Tambaram, Kumbakonam,
Pudukottai and Panruti for its ‘emerging
business’ segment. The segment focuses
on small business loans and affordable
housing finance. The company expects
the Chennai zone to register
disbursements in the segment of around
750 crore over the next 12 months. -TNN

Red Health acquires
majority stake in TACT

R ed Health, an emergency medical
response platform, has acquired
51% stake in Chennai-based TACT
academy, which specialises in
simulation-based clinical training, for an
undisclosed amount. The acquired entity
plans to establish a training network in
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Delhi and
Bengaluru. Its specialised courses in
trauma care, emergency management
and pre-hospital care will be introduced
for doctors, nurses, paramedics, and
technicians. -Tnn

pta@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu has seen an

uptick as one of India’s

top exporting states

though it is still behind

Gujarat and Maha- g

rashtra. As per the
latest Niryat (national import-export
record for yearly analysis of trade, Govt
of India) data, Tamil Nadu’s exports rose
14% in the April-Nov 2024 period to $31.7
billion from $27.8 billion in April-Nov 2023.
In the same period, Gujarat’s tally dropped to
$79.4 billion from $88.5 billion and Maharash-
tra’s to $42.8 billion from $43.5 billion. The
other two states in the top five, Karnataka and
Uttar Pradesh, saw exports rise,
though their value is much low-
er. Karnataka's exports too rose
14% from $16.55 billion to $18.88 bil-
lion while UP’s went up 5% to $14 billion from
$13.35 billion. Month on month too, Tamil
Nadu'’s exports have been on the rise except
in Sept, which was a cyclical blip. What'’s
more, electronics and engineering goods, the
top exports, are doing really well and geo-
politics could boost export of textiles, which
are number three.

As exports are critical for the state to be-
come a $1 trillion economy, the govt is focus-
ing on diversification. “We want a mix of
textiles, electronics, automobiles, and engi-
neering goods to lead our exports so that even
if there are global trends that slow down one
or two sectors, the others can maintain the
growth momentum,” says industries secre-
tary V Arun Roy. “In electronics, we want to
grow in mobile components, PCBs, telecom
network equipment. In textiles, we want to
attract more investments in the man-made
fibre and technical textiles space,” he adds.

The good news is that textiles, which were
facing stress due to the slowdown in Europe,
are beginning to spin right again. “The po-
litical tension in Bangladesh is making MNC
retailers look at derisking options and this
presents opportunities for companies in Ta-
mil Nadu,” says Srivats Ram, chairman, CII-
TN. “Interestingly, the larger Bangladesh
manufacturers themselves are looking at TN
for contract manufacturing for their global
customers. Both these are good opportunities
for Tamil Nadu companies to leverage. Com-
pared to two years ago, I see Tirupur manu-

Source: The Times of India, 27 January 2025, p.2
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facturers now with a lot of orders on hand,”
he says.

But the better news is what’s brewing in
engineering goods and electronics, Tamil
Nadu'’s top two export categories. In engi-
neering goods, the state’s $11.6 billion tally
(up from $11 billion in April to Nov 2023)
makes it the second biggest exporter after
Maharashtra with $14.6 billion. Gujarat is
third with $11 billion. “With a CAGR of 15%
from 2020-21 to 2023-24 and a significant 38%
growth in 2021-22, Tamil Nadu has shown
robust growth accounting for more than 51%
of exports from southern India, followed by
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh,” says Pan-
kaj Chadha, chairman, Engineering Export
Promotion Council of India (EEPC). “The
diverse portfolio, with engineering goods
making up nearly 36%, indicates a resilient
export economy,” says Chadha.

In fact, Tamil Nadu'’s infra focus has en-
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sured its engineering goods exports did not
suffer from port congestion. “Tamil Nadu’s
engineering exports have seen increase be-
cause of decongestion in Tamil Nadu’s
ports. Chennai has three ports and there are
other options such as the Tuticorin port so
quick movement of cargo is possible,” says
Raman Raghu, regional chairman (south
region), EEPC.

In electronics, its policies that have helped
Tamil Nadu's exports go from $5.6 billion to
$8 billion year-on-year. “Tamil Nadu accounts
for 33% of the nation’s total electronics ex-
ports in 2023-24 and the share is expected to
rise to 38% during 2024-25 with a total tally of
more than $12 billion by fiscal end,” says Dr
Veerappan, chairman of India Electronics
and Semiconductor Association. “With In-
dia’s ambition to become powerhouse in
ESDM, Tamil Nadu is going play a crucial
role in manufacturing and exports from In-
dia,” he says. The state’s proactive policies,
such as the ‘Semiconductor and Advanced
Electronics Policy 2024’, will “further acceler-
ate growth in this sector™, he adds.

Experts say that while things look good
there are some pro-active measures the state
needs to take. These include diversifying both
products and markets. “Tamil Nadu should
explore new products and emerging markets
to reduce dependence on traditional exports
and tap into high-growth regions such as the
WANA (West Asia, North Africa), Southeast
Asia and Latin America,” says Chadha.

Graphic: G Joy Theophilus



TN set for Davos

outing to attract
global investors

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

BUILDING on the momentum
set by Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin’s US visit in September 2024,
a delegation of the state gov-
ernment is set to take part in
the 55th World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) Anmual Meeting at
Davos from January 20 to Janu-
ary 24 with a new campaign
‘Bullish on Tamil Nadu’ in a
bid to capture the “spirit and
substance” of the state’sgrowth
trajectory, sources in the indus-
tries department said.

Industries Minister TRB Ra-
jaa said the state’s growth story,
especially over the last three
vears, stands as a testament to
the “Dravidian Model” of in-
clusive governance, which
seamlessly combines industrial
innovation, sustainable devel-
opment and social empower-
ment. “As we engage with glo-
bal leaders, investors and
decision-makers, we are show-
casing our state’s unparalleled
strengths - from being India’s
automotive and electronics
hub to leading the way in re-
newable energy, skilling and
knowledge-driven industries,”
he said.

Industries Secretary Arun
Roy said, “At Davos, we will
communicate to global inves-
tors on how our tailor-made
policies, which we implement
effectively enable companies to
invest in Tamil Nadu with op-
timism and transtorm those in-
vestments into tangible, long-
term success.”

The state government will be
participating in three sessions
of WEF, which is meeting this
vear under the theme ‘Caollabo-
ration for the Intelligent Age’.
Thestate will be meeting poten-
tial partners and deepening
conversations with global lead-
ers across industries besides
running multilingual digital
campaigns to focus on various
segments of international in-
vestors. Moreover, the state will
maobilise Tamil entrepreneurs
from Europe as voluntary am-
bassadors of the state and
showcase success stories.

Sources in the industries de-
partment said some of the key
focus areas during the confer-
ence will be on participation of
women workforce for inclusive
economic growth, rapid indus
trial digitisation to drive global
manufacturing competitive-
ness, building intelligent tal-
ent pools and building knowl-
edge economy by ensuring
robust education, healthcare,
and social safety nets,

They further said this yvear
the state is targeting deepening
of ties with global investors,
building on auto and electric
vehicles research and develop-
ment and thereby taking Tamil
Nadu's manufacturing prowess
to higher levels, positioning
Tamil Nadu in the advanced
electronics landscape, growing
Global Capability Centres, ex-
panding renewables and new
sectors such as medical tech-
nology and agro-forest
processing.

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 January 2025, p.4
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TN aims to generate 7.5K MW addl
renewable power via 3 new policies

SGURUVANMIKEANATHAN
@ Chennai

THE state is aiming to add
7.500 Megawatt (MW) of re-
newable energy capacity in
the financial yvear 2025-26,
supported by new policies,
plans from major corporate
plavers, and exemption from
interstate transmission
charges.

A senior official from
Tamil Nadu Green Energy
Corporation Limited (TNGE-
CL) told TIVIE, “Recently, the
Tamil Nadu government in-
troduced three policies for
wind, pumped hvdro and
small hydro power to boost
installed capacity. Many cor-
porate players are approach-
ing us to set up windmills
and pumped storage power
plants across the state.”

TN’s total renewable ener-
oy capacity rose to 24,001 MW
by November 2024, up from
19.983.42 MW 1n March

St 1y 05 0f power plant (November 2024
Wind

Small Hydro

2024. This reflectsan increase
of 4,107.58 MW in the first
eight months of the current
financial year (between April
and November). The official
added that the state is likely
to add another 1,000 MW of
renewable energy capacity
by March end.

Highlighting Tamil Nadu’s
leadership in renewable en-
ergy, another official noted,
“As of March 2024, Tamil
Nadu ranked third in the
country, accounting for
11.63% of the renewable en-
ergy installed in the
coumtry.”

During 2023-24, Tamil
Nadu ranked fifth in renew-
able energy generation, pro-
ducing 33.17 billion units
(BU) and accounting for
9.22% of the renewable en-

INSTALLED
CAPACITY

ason November 30, 2024

Bio Power

m TOTALCAPACITY- 24,091 @

&

ergy generated in the coun-
try. Specifically, for energy
from solar, wind, bio power,
and small hydro power, the
state ranked fourth, generat-
ing 29.60 BU, which is 13.11%
of the total.

Renewable energy account-
ed for 26.90% of Tamil Nadu's
total energy generation in
the state. Most of this came
from wind power, which con-
tributed 50.98%, followed hy
solar power at 35.39%. “We
aim to generate 100 BU of re-
newable energy by 2030, the
official said.

He also added, “The power
supply situation is expected
to improve with the increased
pace of capacity additions
led by renewables. However,
the energy transitions to-
wards renewables will con-
tinue to hinge on the develop-
ment of hybrid and energy
storage capacities and an ad-

equate increase in evacua-
tion infrastructure.”

-March 2024 ) S
Solar
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Source: The New Indian Express, 5 January 2025, p.6
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Allow import of panels, solar developers urge TN

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

SOLAR power developers in
Tamil Nadu have urged the un-
ion government to allow import
of cost-effective solar panels
from China and other coun-
tries, at least until such time
when there is a competitive do-
mestic market for them.

The Tamil Nadu Green En-
ergy Corporation Limited
(TNGECL) now mandates pro-
curing panels from Indian
manufacturers from an Ap-
proved List of Modules and
Manufacturers (ALMM) to be
used for all projects including
rooftop and grid-connected so-
lar projects. The mandate was
put in place in April last year
following a directive from the
Ministry of New and Renewa-
ble Energy’s (MNRE) in order
to encourage domestic
manufacturing.

However, this policy is affect-

ing private solar projects, as
egrid connectivity is denied to
projects using non-ALMM-ap-

proved panels, said K
Venkatachalam, CEO of the Re-
newable Energy Producers As-
sociation. Speaking to TNIE,
Venkatachalam said, “Due to
the ALMM policy, many devel-
opers are facing delavs in pro-
curing new solar panels be-
causeof thelimited number of
domestic manufacturers. While
solar panels from China cost

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 January 2025, p.2

T70 lakh, developers are forced
to spend 1.5 crore for Indian
panels. TN is the only state
where even roof top panels
come under the ALMM rule en-
forced by the TNGECL, despite
exemption by the MNRE.”
Tamil Nadu, which enjoys
300 sunny days annually, has
vast potential for harnessing
solar energy. Relaxing import
restrictions will reduce project
costs and speed up renewable
energy adoption in the state

and help meet the centre’s tar-
get of Zero Carbon Emissions
by 2030, solar power developers
said.

V Bharathi Kannan, director-
legal of the Renewable Energy
Producers Association said
that the union ministry should
also reconsider its notification
on the Anti-Dumping Duty
(ADD)on certain types of glass
used in solar projects. He said
that the ADD will increase
project costs further, making
them financially unviable.

Meanwhile, the MNRE is
planning to mandate 10% bat-
tery storage capacity for solar
and wind energy projects to en-
sure the use of green power
during both day and night with-
out interruption.

A senior TNGECL official
told TINIE that suggestions on
ALMM have been received and
a detailed report will soon be
submitted to the MNRE.

Southern Railway clears the air, says TN never
said no to Madurai-Thoothukudi rail project

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: A week after
union railway minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw claimed Ta-
mil Nadu opposed the Madu-
rai-Tuticorin railway pro-
ject, Southern Railway clari-
fied that the state never made
such a statement and confir-
medno landacquisition issu-
esexist.

Thisclarification has put
Tamil Nadu BJP president K
Annamalaiinatough spot as
he had announced a protest
in Aruppukottai on Jan 20,
accusingthe DMK govtof op-
posing the project and delay-
ing it due to slow land acqui-

sition. The #ReverseGe-
arDMK trend launched by
him has taken an unexpected
turn, with DMK supporters
usingit tocounterhisclaims.

BLAME ON NOISY
ENVIRONMENT

Southern Railway’s clari-
fication cameafter Tamil Na-
du Transport Minister SS Si-
vasankar denied the railway
minister's claim that the sta-
te had requested the project
bedropped.

In its statement on Wed-
nesday, the railways said that
the misunderstanding could

Source: The Times of India, 16 January 2025, p.4

be due to the noisy environ-
ment during the Jan 10 press
interaction at the Integral
Coach Factory in Chennai.
According to the ministry,
questions from reporters
about various railway pro-
jectsacross Tamil Nadu were
raised simultaneously. When
asked about the Madurai-
Thoothukudi railway line,
the background noise could
have caused the minister to
mishear the question as per-
taining to the Dhanushkodi
project.

The ministry clarified
that Vaishnaw’s remarks re-
ferred to the Dhanushkodi
railway project, which Tamil
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Nadu

suggested dropping

due to land and environmen-
tal concerns. These com-
ments were erroneously lin-
ked to the Madurai-Tutico-
rin project, causing the mis-
understanding, an official
statementfrom Southern Ra-
ilway said.

Reacting to the clarifica-
tion, Transport Minister SS
Sivasankar said that there
will be full support from the
state for the Madurai-Tutico-
rinrailway project, which re-
quires 926 acres. He said it is
a vital development for the
southern Tamil Nadu and
promised full cooperation
from the state govt.



To Execute Project Via Special-Purpose Vehicle With External Funding

Marina-Neelankarai sea link
to make ECR drive a breeze

Artist Impression: Shinod Akkaraparambil

Source: The Times of India,

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

tuck in the usual
traffic snarl on ECR,
ever wished you
could fly over the sea
to reach the destina-
tion? It could well be a reality
in a few years if the state
govt’s plan to build a sea link
takes shape. Highways minis-
ter E V Velu told the state as-
sembly on Friday that the
department is preparing a
detailed project report
for the 15km corri-
dor from Light
House to
N e e
lankarai.

Official
sources told TOI
that this corridor,
similar to Atal Setu
harbour link in Mum-
bai, may be extended to
Uthandi if the study finds it
feasible. Tamil Nadu State
Highways Authority will ex-
ecute the project through a
special-purpose vehicle with
external funding. It will be a
point-to-point link road with
no exit or entry in between.

Jayakumar, Assistant Di-
visional Engineer, Chennai
Metropolitan Development
Plan wing of the highways
department, said the bridge
will start opposite DGP office
on Loop Road and run along
the shore until Thiruvanmi-
yur. “In Mumbai, the bridge
connects across the sea. Here
it's along the sea. We will
mostly look for land to con-
struct the pillars wherever
the beach is more than 30m
wide. Where it is narrow, the
bridge will move 10m-15m
into the sea,” he said. The
project has to get coastal reg-
ulation zone (CRZ)-1 clear-
ance. CRZ rules allow con-
struction of highways and
trans-harbour sea links that
don't affect tidal flow.

The sea link will be cable-
stayed with the weight of the
deck supported by diagonal
cables in tension running di-
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rectly to one or more vertical
towers 40metres apart. A govt
survey done six months ago
showed at least 50,000 vehicles
move in the two directions on
ECR every day.

“Going by this, we have a
four-lane flyover plan. If the
DPR suggests a wider road,
we will make it six lanes,”
said the official. This bridge
will decongest traffic from
ECR entering into core city
areas like Mylapore, Mandav-
eli, Santhome, and Luz
through Thiruvanmiyur by
allowing vehicles to take the
sea route.

The govt is also working
on constructing an elevated
four-lane flyover, 13.5km long
and 17.2m wide, above ECR,
from Uthandi to Thiruvanmi-

yur, once the ECR is expanded
into six lanes. This project,
estimated at 22,100 crore, will
ease traffic to Thiruvanmi-
yur, Adyar, and Guindy. This
project is being studied for
funding opportunities by the
Tamil Nadu Infrastructure
Development Board.

The highways department
is also linking Pallavaram-
Thoraipakkam Radial Road
with ECR, giving access to
Uthandi-Thiruvanmiyur cor-
ridor as well as the sea-link
bridge at Neelankarai. About
900m of this 1.5km four-lane
road has been constructed
between OMR and Bucking-
ham Canal.

This will help vehicles
from GST Road to have direct
access to ECR from Radial

:" P MARINA BEACH

-
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Road. Vehicles on Radial Road
now take Kalaignar Karuna-
nidhi Salai and travel 7km to
Sholinganallur and reach
ECR near Akkarai.

E V Velu said the mode of
funding for the project was
under way as the state was
discussing whether to seek
funds from the Union govt or
from private players or to
manage with our own funds.

The minister said the
stretch between Thiruvanmi-
yur and Akkarai would be
widened by laying six lanes
to ease the traffic on the ECR.
Work would be undertaken
by the newly formed the Ta-
mil Nadu State Highways
Authority.

(With inputs from
Yazhiniyan)

11 January 2025, p.6
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B ANBUSELVAN @Rameswaram predecessor, re- committees from IIT-Bombay

Service to resume soon

ducing the risk and IIT-Madras.”
AFTER more than two years of I[nl of collision be- These international stand-
wait, train services are set to tween ships and ardsensured thatthe designand

resume on Pamban - Rameswar- thebridge. Forover construction surpassed the

on India’s first vertical

am section, with a new vertical 2.5 a century, the old benchmark set by the railway
lift bridge at Pamban replacing . i i METRE bridge, which was design and standards
the iconic but old structure that LTV PIMl constructed in  organisation.

had long connected Rameswar- hft ra_]_l brldge at Pamban 1914, served as the The foundation of the bridge
am Island to the Indian

sole rail connec-
tion between Ram-
eswaram and the
mainland.
However, following

consists of 333 piles and 101 pile
caps, extending up to 37 metres
below the seabed, designed to
support two tracks.

“The welded boxes for the su-

mainland.

Spanning the Palk Strait in
the Bay of Bengal, this new 2.08
km bridge is not only a critical

to45minutes.
An official from the Southern
railway explained that 310 MT

dural lapses such as delays in
obtaining approvals and meas-
ures to prevent corrosion, the

SPAN WEIGHS
660 METRIC
TONNES

transportation linkbut alsocon-  Ministry of Railways issueda of steel ingots serve as counter- severe corrosion, perstructure were manufac-
sidered an engineering feat of  detailed explanation and made weights on either side of the TECHNOLOGY train services were tured in Ramanathapuram.
sorts. corrections, clearing theway for  bridge, with high-tension cables suspended in De- Their quality was verified

REDUCES RELIANCE
ON ELECTRIC MOTORS
WHICH ARE NOW
USED TO ELEVATE
'ONLY 40 MT

Its unique feature lies in the
72.5-metre-long navigational
span, which weighs a staggering
660 metric tonnes (MT). Using a
theoretically simple technology
— acounterweight system —to
suspend 620 of the 660 MT above
the sea, the bridge reduces its
reliance on powerful electric
motors which are now used to
elevate only the remaining 40

the resumption of train services
to Rameswaram.

The new Pamban bridge com-
prises 99 spans, each 18.3 metres
long, with the pivotal naviga-
tional span being the longest
and heaviest component. At 660
MT, it forms a significant por-
tion of the bridge’s total weight
of 1,880 MT. The span itself is
raised and lowered using an  ated double-leaf bascule section
electric motorwitha capacityof  of the old bridge,” said an
760 RPM, allowing it to lift in  official.
just 5 minutes and 3 seconds, a “It's nearly impossible to lift
remarkable feat when compared  the entire 660 MT weight using
to the old bridge’s manual bas- electrical power motors. The
cule mechanism which took 30 counterweight system has re-

connecting them to the span.
“The remaining 40 MT com-
prises railway tracks and other
structural components. This
system allows the span to be
raised usingan electric motor of
760 RPM capacity; lifting it with-
in just 5 minutes and 3 seconds,
compared to the 30-45 minutes
required by the manually oper-

cember 2022, and

since then, trains

have been terminat-
ing at Mandapam.

R Srinivasan, senior
deputy general manag-
er of Rail Vikas Nig-
am Limited (RVNL),

said, “The RDSO

guidelines weren't
adequate for such
a unique lift
bridge. Therefore,
we adopted inter-
national safety
standards, which
werereviewed by expert

through phased array ultrason-
ic testing by the Welding Re-
search Institute at BHEL
(Tiruchy). These welded boxes
were transported to Mandapam
by road. Shifting them to the sea
using a launching girder was
carried out amid numerous
challenges due to varying cli-
maticconditions and opposition
from locals,” explained an
official.

The new bridge also reduces
the labour intensity associated
with its predecessor, which re-
quired 30 to 40 personnel to oper-
ate its manual double-leaf span.

duced the weight to be lifted to
40MT,” said an engineer:

The navigational span ele-
vates to a height of 17 metres,
ensuring smooth maritime traf-
fic. “A backup motor has been
installed to ensure uninterrupt-
edoperation. Currently, the span
is raised 7-8 times a month, a
number expected to increase
with growing vessel traffic in
the Palk Strait. The high-tension
cables anchoring the span are
designed to last 10 vears, while

the naviga-
tional span it
self has a life ex-
pectancy of 35 years,
with the bridge pro-
jected to last 100
vears,” added the
official.

In terms of
clearance, the new
bridge offers22 me-
tres of airspace
above sea level, three
metres more than its

BRIDGE
HAS BEEN
CLEARED BY
COMMISSIONER
OFRAILWAY
SAFETY AFTER
ADDRESSING
CONCERNS

MT.

The bridge has been cleared
by the Commissioner of Rail-
way Safety (CRS) after address-
ingeoncerns. In response to CRS
observations regarding proce-

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 January 2025, p.6

Construction of new bridge across Cauvery in Tiruchi to gather steam

S.Ganesan
TIRUCHI

The State Highways De-
partment is set to give a
push to the construction of
a new bridge across the
Cauvery, connecting Sri-
rangam and Tiruchi city,
once the delta irrigation
season ends later this
month.

The Highways Depart-
ment, which had com-
menced work on the new
bridge in July in 2024,
could not execute much
work on the site due to the
continuous flow of water in

the river in the following
months. The forthcoming
Mettur Dam closure period
(between January 28 and
June 12, the customary
dates for the closure and
opening of the Mettur Dam
respectively) would pro-
vide a much needed win-
dow for the Highways De-
partment to take up the
work on full swing.
However, over the past
few months, the Depart-
ment had taken up several
off site works, including
the process of acquiring
about 2,283 square metres

of land, shifting of utilities

and getting ready pre-
stressed concrete girders
to be used for the new
bridge.

A proposal for issuing 15
(1) notification under the
Tamil Nadu Highways Act
for the land acquisition has
been sent to the govern-
ment for approval by the
Revenue authorities and
the notification is expected
to be issued soon.

As the water flow had
come down in recent days,
a temporary sand bund
was being raised around
the test pile to create a
working platform to con-

duct initial pile load tests.
About 120 piles will have to
be erected for the new
bridge which would have
16 spans.

Work on building the
piles would get underway
in full swing by the end of
this month, sources in the
Highways Department
said. “We are looking to
complete a major portion
of the project by Decem-
ber,” an official said.

The bridge was sanc-
tioned at an estimate of
106 crore in the State Bud-
get for 2024-25. The new
bridge will come up adja-

cent to the existing bridge.
The department had de-
cided to construct a new
bridge across the river af-
ter the existing one deve-
loped gaps in the expan-
sion joints.

Built in 1976, the exist-
ing bridge across the river
is a vital link connecting Ti-
ruchi with Srirangam and
caters to a huge volume of
traffic. In 2018 and 2022-
23, the Highways Depart-
ment had to take up major
repairs on the structure.
The construction of an ad-
ditional bridge would ease

Initial stage: A view of the bund created around a test pile foundation on Cauvery river for the new

the pressure on the bridge.

bridge at Tiruchi on Wednesday. M. MOORTHY

Source: The Hindu, 2 January 2025, p.4

Hosur airport to span 2,000 acres and have two
runways; second level of study to finalise site begins

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

With two runways, the Ho-
sur airport will be built ov-
er 2,000 acres. The se-
cond level of the study of
the two shortlisted sites
has begun.

While the first site is sit-
uated 1.5 km from the priv-
ate airstrip operated by Ta-
neja  Aerospace and
Aviation Limited (TAAL),
the second one is 15.5 km
away, near Ulagam (east of
Hosur and north of Shoo-
lagiri), sources said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-

After the State
government finalises
the site, it would have
to obtain permission
from Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited
and the Ministry of
Defence

ment announced in June
last year that it would
build an airport at Hosur
in Krishnagiri district,
which is home to numer-
ous automobile and manu-
facturing units. As it is
close to Bengaluru, resi-

Source: The Hindu, 16 January 2025, p.10

dents of the southern parts
of the city may find it ea-
sier to access Hosur air-
port.

In September, teams
from the Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI) and Tamil
Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (TIDCO)
studied five sites — TAAL,
1.5 km south of Hosur air-
strip; the one near Ula-
gam; a site near Thogarai
Agraharam; another one
near Ulagam; and the last
site near Dhasapalli.

After carrying out a
feasibility study, AAI pre-
sented a draft report de-

tailing the pros and cons of
each site. Based on its re-
commendations, two sites
were shortlisted by the
State government and
communicated to AAL

AAI has now begun the
study to delve further into
each of the two sites, and
its report would be ready
in two months, sources
said.

After the State govern-
ment finalises the site, it
would have to obtain per-
mission from Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited and
the Ministry of Defence.
“Once the site is decided,
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the next step will be land
acquisition for the pro-
ject,” a source said.

The State government
has also held discussions
with Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Limited
(BIAL), but sources said it
was not clear if BIAL
would be interested in Ho-
sur airport. Since BIAL had
an agreement with the
Centre under which no in-
ternational airport shall be
constructed within a 150-
km aerial distance till
2033, Tamil Nadu decided
to hold meetings with
them first.



as well, says CM Stalin. FILE PHOTO

The works will be taken up in municipalities and town panchayats

State govt. allocates
33,750 crore to lay
and repair roads

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Saturday announced
that 3,750 crore would be
spent for laying new roads
and repairing the ones that
were damaged during dig-
ging work for drinking wa-
ter and underground sew-
age projects.

The works to lay and re-
pair roads will be taken up
in Chennai, Coimbatore,
and Madurai Corporations,
and cover municipalities
and town panchayats as
well. Replying to the Go-
vernor’s address in the As-
sembly, Mr. Stalin said that
villages near corporations,
municipalities and town

panchayats were witness-
ing rapid growth, and
roads in these areas would
be expanded. “New corpo-
rations will be created. The
government is taking steps
to fulfil the basic needs of
people residing in these
areas,” he said.

New buses

The Chief Minister further
announced that the go-
vernment would buy
3,000 new buses to im-
prove the transport facility
in the State. A total of
2,67,437 e-pattas had been
issued to the poor in the
State since the DMK came
to power, and two lakh pat-
tas would be given in the
next two years, he added.

Source: The Hindu, 12 January 2025, p.11

Power utility to invite
players to set up off-river
PSPs on private land

Pumped hyd'msmmge:

How it works

Combining pumped storage hydro
with intermittent renewable
resources results in clean
dependable power supply

Waterruns through the
turbine, generating electricity

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu Green Energy
Corporation Limited (TNGE-
CL) has taken a major step to
boost renewable energy capac-
ity by inviting private players
to establish off-river Pumped
Storage Projects (PSPs) in their
privatelyv-owned land.

The initiative aims to identi-
fv and develop potential sites
for energy storage that can help
in fostering a more stable and
sustainable power grid.

A senior official from TNGE-
CL told TNIE, “The green en-
ergy corporation is waiting for
the approval of the state gov-
ernment’s finance department
for this off-river PSP concept.
An official announcement is
expected in the second week of
January 2025.”

Pumped storage is a type of
hydroelectric energy storage
system in which water is
pumped from a lower reservoir
to an upper one when there is
surplus power. When demand
increases, the stored water
flows back to the lower reser-
voir through turbines, generat-
ing electricity

Off-river PSPs refer to
projects where both the upper
and lower reservoirs are locat-
ed away from rivers, reducing
ecological disruption.

Explaining the model pro-
posed by TNGECL, the official
highlighted the potential in pri-
vate estates in hill regions like
the Nilgiris and Courtallam,
which have natural waterfalls

Renewable energy such as

wind or solar is used to pum
water uphill during times o

low custormer usage

When electrical usage increases,
or wind/solar production drops,
water is released andruns
downhill from the upper reservoir
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suitable for PSPs. “There is un-
tapped potential for PSP devel-
opment in these areas. Our call
is open to all landowners with
adequate water resources who
can approach TNGECL and set
up PSPs in their lands,” he
said.

Another senior official added
the state has significant poten-
tial for both on-river and oft-
river PSPs. For off-river PSPs,
which have minimal environ-
mental impact, TNGECL has
identified the Kalvarayvan Hills
as a key location. “We have al-
ready prepared a detailed
project report with the help of
private consultants,” the offi-
cial said. The Adani Group has
also been already planning a
large-scale off-river PSP in Vel-
lore district as per a Memoran-
dum of Understanding it signed
with the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment during the Global Inves-
tors Meet in 2025.

This imitiative by TNGECL is
expected to attract private in-
vestment, improve energy stor-
age infrastructure, and en-
haneeTamil Nadu's position as
a leader in renewable energy
development.

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 January 2025, p.8
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At 21,361 M Us, Chennai’s electricity demand to go

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

CHENNAT'S power demand is
expected to grow by 22.5 % in
2027-28, compared to 2022-23,
which is taken as the base year
for the 20th Electricity Power
Survey of India, brought outre-
cently by the Central Electricity
Authority

While the power consumption
was 17,443 Million Units (MUs)
in 2022-23, it is likely to go upto
21,361 MUs in 2027-28. The city’s
power demand is projected to
grow at a Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 4.14%.

According to the report, the
electricity demand of Chennai
termed as India’s health capital
is projected to rise to 26,335
MUs with CAGR of 4.28% by
2032-33. Chennai will remain
the city with the fourth highest
power consumption in the

country.

The report revealed Hydera-
bad, Mumbai, and Kolkata will
be the top three cities in 2027-28
with power consumption of
32,913 MUs, 30,200 MUs, and
23,228 MUs, respectively

Coimbatore, a hub of textile
industry in South India, is ex-
pected see a power demand of
4,650 MUs in 2027-28 and 5,995
MUs in 2032-33, making it the
second-largest electricity con-
sumer in Tamil Nadu.

The Central Electricity Au-
thority (CEA) conducted the
survey across 45 cities toproject
electricity demand from 2023-24
to 2032-33, using 2022-23 as the
base year. The electricity de-
mand forecast is an important
input for planning the power
sector to meet the future power
requirements of various
sectors.

The forecast considered elec-
tricity usage across various sec-
tors, incduding domestie, com-
mercial, public lighting, public
water works, irrigation, indus-
trial consumption, railway trac-
tion, and bulk supply to non-in-
dustrial consumers and
licensees.

A senior official from Tamil
Nadu Electricity Board (TNEB)
told TNIE, “The state currently
operates 1,091 substations and
over 38,772 circuit kilometers of
transmission lines. While this
infrastructure is sufficient to
meet current needs, the rising
power demand will require fur-
ther expansion.”

Highlighting TNEB’s finan-
cial difficulties, the official not-
ed, “The utility’s debt has
reached¥1.6lakh crore, withan
annual interest burden of
¥16,000 crore. Infrastructure de-

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 January 2025, p.4
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Tangedco staff creats QR code-based
payment for consumers inrural T’pur

He affixed code on bill cards of over 5K consumers after obtaining nod from higher officers

N DHAMOTHARAN @ Coimbatore

A supervisor working in the
Tiruppur circle of Tangedco
Coimbatore has introduced
Quick Response (QR) code
based system to help consum-
ers in rural areas to pay hills.
B Murugan, who works as
revenue supervisor in the East
Avinashi section, said he has
affixed the QR code on the bill
cards of over 5,000 consumers
in the last three months after
obtaining permission from his
higher officers.
“Thereare around 30,000 con-
nections in Town Avinashi,
West Avinashi and East Avain-
shi section offices. Consumers
from rural areas including Un-
japalayvam, Kuppandamp-
alayam, and Naduvachary are

A supervisor working in Tiruppur cirde
of Tangedco Coimbataore introduced QR
tode based system to help consumers in
rural areas to pay bills | exeress

not aware of online gatewavs
and come to the East Avinashi
office, which is located 15km
away, to pay bills. Since most of
them are casual labourers, they
have to skip work to pay bills.
Considering this, I came up

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 January 2025, p.8

with the QR code.”

He added “Since most of the
consumers found it difficult to
register in the online pavment
platforms, I obtained ‘Quick
Pay' link fromtnebnet.org,
which is Tangedco's official
portal and converted it into a
QR code. I then made QR code
stickers printed and fixed them
on the bill cards.” He hastaught
the consumers on the steps in-
volved in making pavment.

He clarified that the payment
transaction happens on the of-
ficial website, and money is
sent directly to Tangedeo and a
receipt is generated which con-
sumers can download.

A consumer in Pudhu Un-
japalayam, D Moorthy, who is
differently-abled, said “If I have
to go to the section office, which
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is 15 km from the village to pay
the bill, I have to spend 60 for
petrol for my vehicle. Besides,
it takes half a day Three
months ago, Murugan pasted
the QR code sticker on my card
and explained how to use it
Now, I am paying bills from my
home easily It saves me time
and petrolexpenses.” Like him,
several other consumers wel-
comed this QR code and said
they pay bills without any dif-
ficulties from their homes.

A genior officer from Tirup-
pur circle told TNIE consum-
ers welcomed this move to QR
code method on cards as it is
easy to make payvments. He said
thev have taken steps to reach
Minnagam, which is Tanged-
co's customer care service,
through the code.



Employment

Planning panel’s draft employment policy
presses for special focus on young adults

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The draft Tamil Nadu Em-
ployment Policy, formulat-
ed by the State Planning
Commission (SPC), has
highlighted several critical
issues in the current la-
bour market — from high
unemployment rates
among the educated youth
to mismatches between
skills and aspirations, and
job opportunities.

It has pointed out that
Tamil Nadu’s total labour
requirement in 2031-32
would be around 36.5 mil-
lion as against 34.11 million
in 2021-22 — a net increase
of 2.3 million. In the pre-
vious 10 years (from 2011-
12 to 2021-22), the net in-
crease in employment was
2.12 million.

The report highlighted
that the proportion of em-
ployed young adults (aged
20-29) had fallen below
50% in 202122 — a dip of
over 15% since 2004-05.
The decline is fully attri-
buted to a drastic reduc-
tion in the proportion of
young adults working in
the agriculture sector,
which now stands at a
mere 5.9%.

While this is a natural
transition for a prosperous
State, owing to this shift in
work preference, the me-
dian age of people working
in the agriculture sector
has touched 42. Tamil Na-
du has the second-oldest
farm workers in India after
Kerala, it said.

The report further
pointed out that long-term
unemployment increases
the risk of current educa-
tion becoming obsolete in

Employment constraints

The Tamil Nadu Employment Policy has flagged several pressing problems in the current labour

market in the State. A look at some of the challenges in securing quality jobs for the State’s labour force

= A mismatch
between the
proliferation of low-
end jobs and the
demand for quality
jobs from those with
higher educational
attainment

® Despite a high

gross enrolment in
tertiary education,
almost 50% of

the youth do not
pursue it. This figure
touches 60% in

the case of youth
from the Scheduled
Caste. Employment
opporunities need
to be generated for
this segment as well

= There are barriers

for first generation
students in
securing quality
employment,
particularly in high-
end services

» Despite the rising

level of education,

half of the women
in the prime age
group and three out
of four women in
the age group of 20-
29 are not a part of

the paid workforce

= Most non-farm
jobs are being
created in low-end
services, given

the declining
employment
elasticity in
manufacturing and
lower employment
intensity in high-
end services

= The exit of young

workforce from
agriculture, citing
poor returns,

and a decline

in employment
elasticity in
agriculture

= Inter-district
disparities

in economic
dynamism

What are the State’s
advantages

= Tamil Nadu has the
best trained workforce.
The average years of
formal training of its
workforce are higher
than that of States
such as Gujarat and
Maharashtra

= The State has a
strong manufacturing
base, besides IT

and healthcare
services. Given the
technological shifts

in manufacturing,

e
dl

itis arguably best-
positioned to diversify
into more value-
adding segmentsin
the manufacturing and
services sectors

= The large number

of higher educational
institutions, including
technical educational
institutions, and

a relatively higher
representation in the
National Institutional
Ranking Framework
allow T.N. to generate
skills that are in
demand

the labour market. With an
increase in job aspirations
among the youth, reflec-
tive of their education,
there is a need for job crea-
tion in the manufacturing
and service sectors.

Young adult women

Another cause for concern
is that half of the young
adult women are reported-
ly involved in full-time
domestic work. A substan-
tial share of women with
tertiary educational attain-
ment are not entering paid
work. With fewer young
women looking for work,
the unemployment rate in-

Source: The Hindu, 1 January 2025, p.10

creased to 7.4% for young
women (aged 20-29) in
2021-22.

To boost job creation
across the State, the SPC
has made a slew of sugges-
tions in the draft report,
which was handed over to
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
recently.

‘Examine changes’

It noted that policy-makers
should examine the labour
market changes, with a fo-
cus on young adults, the
educated segment and
those with lower educa-
tional attainment, since
this group would stay in

Source: State Plannine Commission

the labour market for the
next 25 years. First-genera-
tion students completing
higher education, espe-
cially women and those
from rural areas, face bar-
riers in securing white col-
lar jobs owing to the ab-
sence of social networks
and communication skills.
To address this, a system
of payroll subsidies can be
designed for firms recruit-
ing from this pool for two
years. Additionally, skill in-
adequacies can be ad-
dressed through the
State’s Naan Mudhalvan
scheme.

“In the recent decades,
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It has suggested
turning semi-skilled
and skilled manual
jobs into formal
employment

job growth has been led by
a surge in construction,
and relatively low-skilled
services and manufactur-
ing jobs. Such employ-
ment is unattractive due to
reasons such as harsh
working conditions, and li-
mited scope for a long-
term career...,” the SPC
pointed out in the report.

The commission sug-
gested forging career
paths in manufacturing
firms, which require a job-
aspirant to acquire new
credentials or proficiency
in certain processes. The
State can extend support
to the aspirants in acquir-
ing such credentials and
certifications through sub-
sidies, possibly through
the Tamil Nadu Skill Deve-
lopment Corporation, the
SPC said.

The SPC further sug-
gested turning semi-skilled
and skilled manual jobs in-
to formal employment
through digital platforms
to make them more ap-
pealing to younger work-
ers. To keep the number of
workers in the prime age
group steady, more young
women need to join the
workforce.

Increasing the invest-
ments into affordable and
good-quality childcare is
important, as it will help
women return to work and
provide better opportuni-
ties for children from dis-
advantaged families.



‘Dravidian model has created
more women entrepreneurs’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Dravidian model of go-
vernance has ensured the
creation of more women
entrepreneurs, said Depu-
ty Chief Minister Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin in Chennai on
Wednesday.

Speaking at an event to
felicitate 65  self-help
groups (SHG), who were
part of the Unavu Thiruviz-
ha, he said, “The festival
saw many self-help groups
taking part, and more wo-
men becoming entrepre-
neurs. Our government
has brought out many
schemes such as Vidiyal
Payanam and Pudhumai
Penn, among others, to
continue empowering wo-
men in various areas.”

Over 1.5 crore worth of
products were sold and ov-
er 3 lakh people attended
the five-day event.

“When it is difficult to

Source: The Hindu, 9 January 2025, p.6
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Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin at the launch of ‘Flavours
of Fortune’ at Nehru Indoor Stadium. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

cook for one family, it’s an
achievement to have satis-
fied over 3 lakh people.
This is a testament to the
effort of the women self-
help groups,” he said.

Book released
Some of the SHGs have also
started franchises, export-
ing products and fulfilling
bulk orders. Credit loans
worth 15 crore were also
distributed to the SHGs on
the occasion.

A book on the food fes-

tival, Flavours of Fortune,
was also released.

Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments
Department Minister P. K.
Sekar Babu, Chennai Cen-
tral Member of Parliament
Dayanidhi Maran, Chennai
Mayor R. Priya, Chennai
Deputy Mayor Mahesh Ku-
mar, Chief Secretary, De-
partment of Rural Deve-
lopment Gagandeep Singh
Bedi and other officials
were also present at the
event.
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Six months on, TRB results for 1,768 teacher posts still pending in TN

NDHAMOTHARAN @ Coimbatore

SIX months have passed since
the Teacher Recruitment Board
conducted an exam to recruit
1,768 secondary grade teachers
for primary and middle schools
across the state, but the results
have yet to be published, leaving

26,000 aspirants anxious. Candi-
dates said that even the answer
key, which is typically released
two weeks after the exam, has
not been made available. The
exam, conducted for 150 marks
with objective-type questions,
was held in July 2023,

R Poornima from Tiruchy,

who cleared the Teacher Eligibil-
ity Test(TET) in 2013, expressed
concern, saying, “Usually, the
answer key is published within
two weeks, but it has not been
released even after six months.
When we called the TRB's toll-
free number, they only said it
would be released soon.”

C Sugumar, another candi-
date, shared his frustration, say-
ing, “I cleared TET in 2013, but
there have been no appointments
in primary and middle schools
for over ten years. The govern-
ment had announced it would fill
1,768 posts through this recruit-
ment exam. We were hopeful,

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 January 2025, p.7

47013 temporary posts in TN
schools made permanent

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
school education depart-
ment has converted 47,013
temporary teachingand non-
teaching positions into per-
manent roles. These include
positions such as vocational
teachers, headmasters and
physical education teachers,
which were on annual exten-
sions for more than 10 years.

Among the permanent
positions, 28,030 arebachelor
of teaching (BT) assistant
posts, 5,741 are postgraduate
assistant roles and 5,711 are
lab assistantjobs.

Around 5,418 of these po-
sitions will be phased out on-
ce the current employees re-
tire. These posts, primarily
vocational teacher and non-
teaching roles, will not be re-
placed. Retired govt school
teacher Revathi Kumar of
Choolaimedu said teachers
in temporary posts were re-
newed every few vears, lea-
ding to salary delays. “Ma-
king these positions perma-
nent may ensure regular pay
on time but does not fill exis-
ting vacancies. Itonly chang-
es the nature of employ-
ment,” she said.

NUMBER PLAY

Name of temporary post tﬂ::m":’;':‘:m

Bachelor of Teaching Assistant 28,030
Post Graduate Assistant 5741
Lab assistant 5711
Vocational Teacher Grade | 3035
Physical Education Teacher 599
Secondary Grade Teacher 410
Spe_cial Education Bachelor of Teaching 58
Assistant

Following the release of
the recent Annual Survey of
Education Report 2024, edu-
cators and activists have ur-
ged the state govt to prioriti-
se filling vacancies to impro-
ve learning outcomes. The
report found that 51.2% of
Class III students in gowvt
schools could recognise
numbers up to 99, but only
25.6% could perform sub-
traction. Among Class V stu-
dents, 20.2% could do divi-
sion. Even vocational stre-
ams are being shut down in
many schools due to vacanci-
es,said S NJanardhan, presi-
dent of the State Vocational
Teachers Association.

Department officials, in-

Source: The Times of India, 31 January 2025, p.4

cluding school education mi-
nister Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhi,saiddelaysintherele-
ase of Samagra Shiksha Ab-
hivan funds have delayed
various schemes, including
appointment of vocational
frainers. In January 2024, the
Union ministry of education
sanctioned 3,585 crore for
Tamil Nadu under the sche-
mefor2024-25, with 2,151 cro-
re from the Centre and 71,434
crore from the state under
the 60:40 funding pattern.
While the state has released
its share, the Centre has yet
to disburse 573 crore, the
firstinstallmentfor this year,
and 2249 crore pending from
the previous year.
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but now the TRB is delaying the
results.” He added that knowing
the results would allow candi-
dates to plan their future and
move forward in a peaceful man-
ner. When contacted, TRB chair-
person P Sri Venkata Priva de-
clined to comment on the matter
over the phone.



Some govt. departments
fall behind in making G.O.s

public on o

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment website wears a new
look, but many of its de-
partments have not pu-
blished a single govern-
ment order (G.0.) issued
by them in their section for
years.

It is a known fact that
not every G.O. issued by
government departments
is made available in the pu-
blic domain. But a perusal
of the department-wise
section of the orders on
the official website reveals
a perceptible gap among
the different arms of the
government.

While departments
such as Environment, Cli-
mate Change and Forests,
Home, and Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj
are far ahead of many oth-
er departments with re-
gard to the publication of
G.0.s, the performance of
the departments of Tamil
Development-Information,
Public (Elections), Law,
Handlooms, Handicrafts,
Textiles-Khadi, and Co-op-
eration, Food and Con-
sumer Protection is dia-
metrically opposite to the
first category.

Glaring gap

After its G.O. was carried in
February 2006 regarding
the enhancement of pen-
sion to poojaris of temples
coming under the control
of the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE) Department, the
Tamil Development and

An official says top
priority will be given
for publishing
shareable G.0.s

Information Department
has not published any or-
der in the last (nearly) 20
years. It is another matter
that the Directorate of In-
formation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) has been shar-
ing with the media
important G.O.s issued by
various departments.

About 13 years ago, the
HR&CE came under the ju-
risdiction of the Tourism
and Culture Department,
which had been rechris-
tened as Tourism, Culture
and Religious Endow-
ments Department.

As for this department,
its track record in hosting
G.0.s on the website is bet-
ter than the other depart-
ment, as its last G.O. was
published in November
2022. The Public (Elec-
tions) Department is
another that has not host-
ed a single order for years
together. Its last G.O. pu-
blished on the site was in
May 2015, when the de-
partment issued an order
during the R.K. Nagar As-
sembly by-election.

The Handlooms, Handi-
crafts, Textiles and Khadi
Department, for the last
six years, has not pu-
blished any G.O. in its sec-
tion. In March 2019, only
one order was hosted. The
case with Law Department
was marginally better, as
its section does not have

Source: The Hindu, 5 January 2025, p.6
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ficial website

any G.O. issued after No-
vember 2019, when an or-
der with regard to grants
for Dr. Ambedkar Law Un-
iversity, Chennai, was
issued.

The Co-operation, Food
and Consumer Protection
Department, which super-
vises the functioning of pu-
blic distribution system in
the State, has not pu-

blished any G.O. since
March 2022.
The top performers

As for the top perform-
ers, the Environment, Cli-
mate Change and Forests
Department, in 2024, pu-
blished around 110 orders
in its section. The Home,
Prohibition and Excise De-
partment carried about 60
orders; the RD&PR Depart-
ment had 54 orders; and
the Water Resources De-
partment, 30.

When asked for com-
ment, an official of the
State Information Techno-
logy and Digital Services
Department (which pu-
blished six G.0.s last year)
says that “job number
one” for this year is going
to be getting various de-
partments their (sharea-
ble) G.0.s published in the
site as early as possible.

Pointing out that a tem-
plate is now ready, the offi-
cial observes that his de-
partment will train the
staff of those departments
where the uploading of
G.0.s is “very slow.”

It will also advise all the
stakeholders for a system
for the continuous upload-
ing of the orders.



Law enacted by DMK regime providing
special quota for Arunthathiyars
benefits community, RTI plea reveals

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

A law enacted during the
DMK regime in 2009, envi-
saging the provision of 3%
reservation for Arunthathi-
yars within the 18% quota
for Scheduled Castes, has
benefited the community,
going by the responses of
the Directorates of Techni-
cal Education (DTE) and
Medical Education and Re-
search (DME) to a query by
The Hindu under the Right
to Information (RTI) Act.

In respect of the coveted
professional course of
MBBRS, the total number of
seats went up by about
82% between 2018-19 and
2023-24. In other words, it
rose from 3,600 to 6,553.
As for the Scheduled
Castes (Arunthathiyars) or
SC (A), the increase was a
little more than 80% -
from 107 in 2018-19 to 193
in 2023-24. As for the Ba-
chelor of Dental Surgery
(BDS) course, in 2018-19,
the takers among SC (A) ac-
counted for hardly 1.5% of
the total number of candi-
dates, but the figure rose to
3% five years later.

The DME, in its commu-
nication, said it did not col-
lect data for the SC (A) cate-
gory for the period from
2009-10 to 2017-18. Howev-
er, the high-level commit-
tee constituted by the cur-
rent DMK government in
2021 to look into the im-
pact of NEET on medical
admissions in Tamil Nadu
had stated that the quota
for SC (A) had varied from
3.26% in 2010-11 to 2.86%
in 2015-16 in the case of go-
vernment colleges, and
from 2.98% in 201112 to
2.66% in 2016-17 with re-
gard to self-financed colleg-
es. Since 2017-18, admis-
sion to medical courses in
the State is being done
through NEET.

Seat statistics

Admission of Arunthathiyars to engineering and medical courses

during select years

*SC (A)

2009-10 1,193*
a 2 2012-13 2,324
& 2015-16 3,687
L ey, = 2018-19 2,720
£ 2021-22 2,743
L

2023-24 I 5,044

The law provides for

3% reservation for
Arunthathiyars within
the 18% quota for the
Scheduled Castes

In respect of the

coveted course of MBBS, the
total number of seats went up by
about 82% between 2018-19 and
2023-24

As for the Scheduled Castes (Arunthathiyars) or 5C (A), the
increase was a little more than 80%

Year MEBS BDS SC(A) -

Total seats | SC (A) | Total seats | SC (o) Scheduled Castes
201819| 3600 | 107 | 1,080 | 16  ‘Arunthathiyars)
2019-20| 4,093 | 120 | 1235 | 31  Source:
202021| 4,093 | 132 | 1,319 | 41  Directorates
2021-22| 5932 | 172 | 1,460 43 ELL‘?C;ET;';Z'M
202223 6197 | 177 | 1580 | 50 cactenANC.
2023-24| 6,553 | 193 | 1,737 | 54  and Research

With regard to admis-
sion to engineering cours-
es, the strength of SC (A)
students increased from
1,193 in 2009-10 to 3,944 in
2023-24. There was a rise
of about 230% or an an-
nual average growth rate of
15%. According to informa-
tion available with this
journalist independent of
the DTE’s reply, given the
fact that the SC (A)’s sub-
quota is 16% of the overall
SC quota, the share of the
community’s students un-
der the SCs was well below
this figure - fluctuating
from 8.7% in 2016-17 to
14.6% in 2019-20.

In August 2024, The
Hindu addressed the query
to the State Department of
Adi Dravidar and Tribal
Welfare (ADTW) regarding
the efficacy of the 2009
law in the last 15 years with
regard to education and
public employment. The
query had also sought data
with regard to the pre-
sence of Arunthathiyars in
the 15 years prior to the
provision of the sub-quota.

Source: The Hindu, 17 January 2025, p.10

The ADTW Department
did not furnish consolidat-
ed information unlike what
the Backward Classes,
Most Backward Classes
and Minorities Welfare De-
partment did last year in
response to another RTI
query by a Chennai resi-
dent on the presence of
Vanniyars and the remain-
ing Most Backward Classes
apart from Denotified
Communities in education
and jobs. However, it appa-
rently forwarded the query
to various other depart-
ments, which had, in turn,
passed it on to bodies and
institutions coming under
their jurisdiction.

As for public employ-
ment, the Tamil Nadu Un-
iformed Services Recruit-
ment Board, which also
follows 3% reservation for
SC (A), has provided infor-
mation with regard to the
recruitment of SC (A) can-
didates for Sub-Inspectors
of Police in 2010, 2015,
2019 and 2022, in addition
to SI (technical) and (finger
print) in 2018 and the joint

recruitment for SIs (Taluk,
Armed Reserve and Spe-
cial Police) and Station Of-
ficers (Fire & Rescue Ser-
vices). The highest number
was 38 for SI in 2010 and
the lowest was 10 for SI
(finger print) in 2018. Ho-
wever, the Tamil Nadu Pu-
blic Services Commission
did not give any informa-
tion, claiming the RTI Act
application fee had not
been paid, even though it
was paid while sending the
application to the ADTW

Department.
The law — Tamil Nadu
Arunthathiyars Reserva-

tion Act, 2009 — provides
preferential treatment to
Arunthathiyars among the
Scheduled Castes (SCs).
For the purpose of the law,
seven castes — Arunthathi-
yar, Chakkiliyan, Madari,
Madiga, Pagadi, Thoti, and
Adi Andhra — in the list of
76 SCs notified by the Pre-
sident under Article 341 of
the Constitution have been
generically called Arun-
thathiyars. The principle of
elasticity in reservation has
been adopted in the Act for
the community, which is
allowed to compete for
non-preferential seats. Last
August, the Supreme Court
backed the constitutional
validity of the law.

The enactment of the le-
gislation followed the sub-
mission of a report of a
one-member committee
headed by Justice (retired)
M.S. Janarthanam to the
State Government in No-
vember 2008. According
to the findings of the panel,
as quoted in a submission
by the State before the
court last year, despite ac-
counting for 16% of the SC
population in the State (as
per the 2001 Census), the
Arunthathiyars’ share
within the SC quota was
not in proportion to their
population.
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35% of Class VIII students in rural TN can’t
read Class II-level text, finds ASER survey

Preetika.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In rural Tamil Na-
du, 35% of Class VIII and 64%
of Class V students cannot
read Class Il-level texts, says
the Annual Status of Educa-
tion Report (Rural) 2024 sur-
vey. And only 12% of Class III
students (13% from govt
schools, 9% from private
schools) were able to read a
Class II text that contains a
small story about a farmer.
However, the number of Class
Il students whocanread Class
II texts has improved from
% in 2022, which points to
a significant recovery from
the pandemic.
Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Kerala, Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh are among

NATIONALLY ...

> 98.1% of 6-14-yr-olds
enrolled in an edu institution

> 15-16-yr-olds not enrolled
at 7.5% in 2022, rises to 7.9%
in 2024. Proportion of girls
not enrolled up from 7.9% in
2022 to 8.1% in 2024

> Govt Class 3 kids reading
Class 2 text improves from
16.3% in 2022 to 23.4% in 2024
> Govt Class 3 pupils solving
subtraction increases from
20.2% in 2022 to 27.6% in 2024

the states that have done
much better than Tamil Na-
du. Karnatakaand Telanga-
na are among those that
trail Tamil Nadu.

For the first time, ASER

Source: The Times of India, 29 January 2025, p.1

TN getting better
arithmetic: ASER

2024 also assessed digital liter-
acy, focusing on smartphone
access, ownership and use
among 14- to 16-year-olds. Ta-
mil Nadu follows the national
trend, with 90% of childrenre-
porting access to a smart-
phone at home. But, Tamil Na-
du students use them less for
educational purposes com-
pared to the national average.

However, TN students per-
formed better than the nation-
al average in understanding
onlinesafety, witha higher per-
centage able to block accounts
and set profiles to private.

In Tamil Nadu, the survey
was conducted in 30 districts
covering 876 villages and
28,984 students aged 3 to 16
years. The survey highlighted
improvements in foundation-

at

» From, P1

dents could read a Class I1-

level text, matching the na-
tional trend, butby Class VIII,
improvements were margin-
alin Tamil Nadu, while states
such as Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh showed sharper
gains.

In arithmetic, Tamil Na-
du made significant strides,
especially in subtraction
skills for Class III students,
where the percentage of govt
school students able to per-

In Class V, 44.8% of stu-

form subtraction rose by
more than 15 percentage
points.

Nationally, the increase
was 7.4 percentage points,
from 20.2% in 2022t027.6% in
2024.

While Tamil Nadu fol-
lowed thenational trend in di-
vision skills for Class V, other
states such as Punjab showed
more substantial progress.

“Tamil Nadu’s perform-
ance in arithmetic is improv-
ing after a lag during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic,” said G Ku-
maresan, ASER associate.

Source: The Times of India, 29 January 2025, p.6
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al literacy and numeracy, par-
ticularly in govt schools, while
also pointing to gaps in digital
literacy and gender dispari-
ties in smartphone access.

Tamil Nadu mirrored
the national recovery trend
inreading, but progress varies
by grade. InClassIII, 10% more
govt school students could
read a Class Il-level text in
2024 compared to 2022, in line
with the national rise from
16.3% t023.4%.

Unlike those in many other
states, Tamil Nadu’s private
schools showed steady pro-
gress inreading skills. Howev-
er, progress in higher grades
hasbeen slower.

» Good at arithmetics,P 6
» Related report, P 16



ASER: Govt school enrolment
down to 66.8% in rural India

45.8% Of Class VIII Kids Proficient In Basic Arithmetic: Report
ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT (RURAL) 2024
I T R . 50

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Govt school en-
rolment for children aged
6-14 has declined sharply
from72.9% in2022t066.8% in
2024, as per the “Annual Sta-
tus of Education Report (Ru-
ral) 2024” released on Tues-
day. While overall enrolment
for this age group remains
high at 98.1%, the drop in
govt school share signals a
post-pandemic shift toward
private institutions. During
the pandemic, economic
pressures pushed families to
opt for govt schools, tempo-
rarily boosting enrolment,
but the trend has now revert-
ed to pre-pandemic levels of
66%-67%.

Conducted by Pratham,
the survey covered 605 rural
districts, 17,997 villages, and
almost6.51akh children. The
report highlights a post-Co-
vid surge in digital aware-
ness and smartphone usage
among children. The propor-
tion of out-of-school adoles-
cents aged 15-16 has steadily
decreased, from13.1% in 2018
to 7.5% in 2024. However,
learning gaps persist in
higher grades.

Among Class VIII stu-
dents, only “45.8% are able to
perform basic arithmetic in
2024,” unchanged in recent
years. Private school stu-
dents have also shownnosig-
nificant progress since 2022,
highlighting systemic chal-
lenges in improving learn-
ing outcomes. Experts stress
that state govts must priori-
tise basic math performance
inhigher grades.

In terms of digital aware-
ness and smartphone usage
among children, more than
90% of households with
young people now own
smartphones, and more than
80% of children aged 14-16
know how to use them. Yet
only 57% use them for educa-
tional purposes.

Among this  group,
“36.2% of boys and 26.9% of
girls own smartphones,” re-
vealing a gender gap in digi-
tal access. “Boys outperform
girls across most states in
digital skills,” the report
states, thoughstateslike Ker-
ala and Karnataka buck the
trend, where “girls often
match or outperform boys.”
Gender inequality in digital
literacy remains a pressing
issue.

Infrastructure remains a
challenge in many regions.
States like Meghalaya, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, and Naga-
land lag in providing usable
toilets and drinking water.

Sample National picture: Main findings » 3,52,028

29 states/ UTs | 98.1% of 6-14 year-olds are enrolled in an educational institution

605 districts | 66.8% of 6-14 year-olds are enrolled in govt school 6,49,491
17,997 villages | 15-16-year-old children who are not enrolled in school dropped sharply from 13.1% in 2018 to Children

7.5% in 2022, but stayed about the same at 7.9% in 2024

15,728 schools | The proportion of girls not enrolled has increased slightly from 7.9% in 2022 to 8.1% in 2024
Learning outcomes TOP 3 STATE
Std 1l Reading | Govt school students reading 3 FOR 5 POPULAR

Std Il-level text improved from 16.3% in 2022

to 23.4% in 2024, exceeding 2018 levels (20.9%).
Recovery outpaced private schools

Std V Reading | Govt school reading levels rose from 38.5% in
2022 to 44.8% in 2024, matching 2018 (44.2%). Private schools
improved modestly to 59.3%

Std VIIl Reading | Govt school reading rose slightly from 66.2%
in 2022 to 67.5% in 2024, below 2018 levels (69%). Private
schools showed no change

CHOICES .

Male Feméie

Std 1l Arithmetic | Govt students solving subtraction

increased from 20.2% in 2022 to 27.6% in 2024, driving national

improvement to 33.7%

Std V Arithmetic | Govt students solving division rose to 30.7%

in 2024, up from 25.6% in 2022

Std VIl Arithmetic | Basic arithmetic levels remained steady at
45.8% in 2024

Digital awareness and aptitude

Smartphone Access | 90% have a smartphone

at home; 85.5% of boys and 79.4% of girls know
how to use it

Ownership | 27% of 14-year-olds and 37.8%

of 16-year-olds own smartphones. Boys (36.2%)

outpace girls (26.9%)

Usage | 57% used smartphones for learning and 76% for social

media. Social media use was higher among boys (78.8%) than

girls (73.4%)

smartphone for tasks

“Only 72% of schools have
usable girls’ toilets, up from
66.4% in 2018, while 77.7%
have drinking water. Sports
facilities also show little pro-
gress, with “just 66.2% of
schools having playgrounds
in 2024," a slight dip from
66.5% in 2018. These deficits
highlight inadequate invest-
ment in school infrastruc-
ture.

Despite challenges, there
is progress in foundational
learning for lower grades.
The proportion of Class III
students in govt schools who
can read a class Il-level text
“increased from 16.3% in
202210 23.4% in2024.”

Similarly, arithmetic pro-
ficiency improved, with
“27.6% of Class III students
ingovtschools abletosolvea
subtraction problem,” up
from 20.2% in 2022. These
gains reflect the success of
foundational literacy and
numeracy (FLN) pro-
grammes, supported by

Online Safety | 62% knew how to block/report, 55.2% to make
profiles private, and 57.7% to change passwords

Digital Tasks | 70.2% of boys and 62.2% of girls accessed a

teacher training and learn-
ing materials.

Pre-primary education
has seen significant pro-
gress, with “enrolment
among children aged 3-5
years steadily increasing.”
States like Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, and Odisha report
near-universal enrolment
for this age group. The pro-
portion of underage chil-
dren enrolled in Class I
“dropped from 25.6% in 2018
to 16.7% in 2024, ensuring
age-appropriate admissions.
These improvements high-
light the impact of targeted
early childhood education
policies.

Better attendance rates
in govt primary schools un-
derscore further progress.
“Teacher attendance rose to
87.5% in 2024 from 85.1% in
2018,” and student attend-
ance “increased to 75.9%
from 72.4%.” Efforts to im-
prove access in remote areas
are evident, with “52.1% of

Source: The Times of India, 29 January 2025, p.16

State
Police
Karnataka | 29.3 11.6
Maharashtra| 28.1 209
Gujarat | 15.2 14.8
Teacher
Tripura| 229 315
Rajasthan | 20.4 33.6
Chhattisgarh | 9.9 3
Doctor
J&K| 313 41.7
Uttar Pradesh | 16.2 239
Arunachal Pradesh |  16.2 15.7
Army
Himachal Pradesh | 42.3 6.8
Uttarakhand | 37.9 7
Nagaland | 30.5 44
Engineer
Tamil Nadu 24 35
Andhra Pradesh | 16,3 111
Karnataka 15 11.1

govt primary schools now
having fewer than 60 stu-
dents,” reflecting outreach
in sparsely populated re-
gions.

Localised successes are
notable in states like Punjab
and Jammu & Kashmir,
where enrolment in govt pre-
primary schools has surged.
Digital literacy among chil-
dren aged 14-16 has also im-
proved, with “over 75% suc-
cessfully completing tasks
like setting alarms, brows-
ing for information, and
sharing content via messag-
ingplatforms.”

While the report high-
lightsthese advancements, it
emphasises the need to ad-
dress persistent issues such
as learning gaps in higher
grades, gender inequality in
digital access, and inade-
quate infrastructure. Sus-
tained efforts in these areas
will be crucial for equitable
and quality education across
ruralIndia.
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Learning levels of Class 3 students
back to pre-Covid level: ASER report

12% able to read Class 2 level text in 2024, improvement from 4.8% in 2022, 10.2% in 2018

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

THE learninglevels of students
in Tamil Nadu have returned to
pre-COVID standards among
Class 3 students, while Class 5
students have shown substan-
tial improvement, according to
the Annual Status of Educa-
tion Report (ASER) 2024 which
was released on Tuesday.

The survey was conducted in
876 villages in 30 districts, cov-
ering 17,337 households and
28,984 children aged 3 to 16.
However, the survey excluded
Thoothukudi due to logistical
issues, while the data from
Kancheepuram was insuffi-
cient. The ASER basic survey
is conducted every alternate
yvear by the Pratham Founda-
tion with smaller surveys fo-
cusing on various other dimen-
sions of learning conducted in
the intervening years. Only ru-
ral areas were covered in the
survey

Among Class3students, 12%
{13.2 in government schools
and 94 in private schools) were
able to read Class 2 level text in
2024, an improvement from
4.8% in 2022 and 10.2% in 2018.
Similarly, 27.7% (27.6% in gov-
ernmentschools and 28.2 in pri-
vate schools) of students could
perform subtraction in 2024,
compared to 11.2% in 2022 and
25.9% in 2018. “The gains in
government schools were high
compared to private schools,
with an increase in 8.5 percent-
age points in reading and 18.3
percentage points in arithme-
tic between 2022 and 2024. Tamil
Nadu recorded an improve-
ment of 16.5 percentage points
in arithmetic during this peri-

Digital access

findings D
b can perform
[MEHIIIIJ“ 8l 772 /D digital tasks 653 /D
used phones
gz ZD/D Among smartphone it for glgital
- iy "Eﬁﬂ'::g% activities
children have LEEKLZ0sIa ia
smartphones at home Among
social
D have their media
31/ oymmone - -
h
= 70% were
35.1% bays, 30.5% aware of
girls have own phone online
safety

od, outperforming neighbour-
ing states and the national av-
erage,” said G Kumaresan,
ASER associate,

For Class 5 students, 35.6%
were able to read Class 2 level
text in 2024, up from 25.2% in
2022, though still below the
40.8% recorded in 2018. Simi-
larly, 20.7% of Class 5 students
could solve division problems
in 2024, an improvement from
14.9% in 2022 but short of the
25.6% recorded in 2018. “While
these improvements indicate
progress, learning levels have

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 January 2025, p.9

not yet fully recovered to pre-
COVID standards. The percent-
age of increase (11%) in the cat-
egory is also higher than the
national average,” Kumaresan
added.

However, it should be noted
that while the gains are better
than other states, states like
Himachal Pradesh, Punjaband
Andhra Pradesh perform bet-
ter when it comes to learning
levels.

Preschool enrolment for chil-
dren aged 3 has reached near-
universal levels in Tamil Nadu,
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with 94.3% enrolled in 2024. En-
rolment in gover nment institu-
tions for this age group rose
from 62.3% in 2018 to 78.7% in
2024, although this marks a
slight decline from 79.2% in
2022, The proportion of chil-
dren not enrolled in school re-
mains low, with only 1% of
Class 4 students and 0.6% of
Class 5 students not enrolled.
Among children aged 15 to 16
vears, the non-enrolment rate
was 1.8%, with bovs at 2.6%
and girlsat 1.2%.

Tamil Nadu also recorded a
decline in government school
enrolment in 2024, dropping to
68.7% from 75.7% in 2022, as
private school enrolment re-
turned to pre-COVID levels. For
rural children aged 6-14, pri-
vate school enrolment has re-
mained steady at around 30%
over the past decade, except for
a temporary drop in 2022,

The report also noted that
Tamil Nadu has a higher pro-
portion of children entering
Class 1 at the age of 6, with
61.3% compared to the national
average of 40.2%. This is de-
spite the state’s practice of ad-
mitting children aged 5+ to
Class 1, reflecting a gradual
shift in alisnment with the Na-
tional Education Policy’s rec-
ommendation of a six year en-
trv age.

The report also observed that
a decline was visible in usable
toilets, girls’ toilets, and drink-
ing water in government
schools in 2024 compared to
2018. Other services and facili-
ties in school like mid-day
meals, electricity comnection,
and libraries were found to be
available only in around 90% of
surveyed schools.



“T.N. schemes have ensured that
school students don't drop out’

The Hindu Bureau
CHEMNNAI

The UDISE+’s report by the
Union Ministry of Educa-
tion has showed that chil-
dren in Tamil Nadu are
motivated to continue stu-
dying in schools without
dropping out, Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin said on
Thursday.

“Schemes such as the
Chief Minister’s Breakfast
programme, Illam Thedi
Kalvi, Ennum Ezhuthum
and others, being imple-
mented in the State, are ef-
forts at ensuring that chil-
dren continue to attend
schools without dropping
out...,” he said in a release.

The report showed that
of 100 children who start-
ed schooling in the State,
the number of students
who completed middle
school increased from 99
in 2019 to 100 in 2024.

Minister’s press meet
Meanwhile, Minister Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi told

Source: The Hindu, 3 January 2025, p.10

mediapersons,  “School
education is our child, we
will take care of it...” On re-
ports that 500 government
schools would be adopted
by private schools, he said:
“They were speaking
about contributing to our
Namma School Namma
Ooru Palli initiative to help
government schools...”

Mr. Mahesh also lauded
The Hindu’s report School
dropout rates go from bad
to worse in Bihar and As-
sam, which showed that
Tamil Nadu had improved
its dropout rates. “It shows
the state of education in
Tamil Nadu,” he said.

‘Improving education’
On the meeting held with
heads of the School Educa-
tion Department, the Mi-
nister said that decisions
were taken for improving
education and addressing
various requirements,
such as restructuring de-
partments, in the upcom-
ing year.

When asked about the
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non-functional toilets in
schools, according to the
UDISE+’s report, he said
that funds were now being
redirected to ensure that
toilets are functional. “This
is taken up on a priority
basis...”

Samagra Shiksha funds
Stressing that the Centre
was “blackmailing” Tamil
Nadu by withholding Sa-
magra Shiksha funds, the
Minister said: “Many ongo-
ing projects are affected
due to the non-disbursal of
funds. The State govern-
ment is paying the salaries
of over 32,000 staff mem-
bers under it [the initia-
tive], amounting to over
500 crore. Moreover, ma-
ny projects had been an-
nounced relying on the
funds. However, we will
not betray our principles
to get what one owes to
us.”

The Minister further in-
sisted that education be
brought back to the State
List.



100 years and counting: More than 2,000 state
schools to mark milestone over next 12 days

Preetika.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Two of Chennai's
oldest govtschools—242-ye-
ar-old Presidency Girls Hig-
her Secondary School and
104-year-old Lady Willing-
don Govt Model Girls Hig-
her Secondary School in
Triplicane — will be honou-
red by the state along with
2,209otherschools thathave
completed 100 years. The in-
augural function will be
held at Panchayat Middle
School in Thirukkuvalai,
where former chief mini-
ster M Karunanidhi studi-
ed, said school education
minister Anbil Mahesh Po-
yyamozhi.

As part of a state-wide
initiative by the school edu-
cation department along
with the alumniassociation
Vizhudugal, celebrations
will take place over the next

CELEBRATIONS ON

Primary eeeeeeee—— e
Middle [m—— 591
High [ 79
Higher Secondary |l 135
Total 2,211
12 days. The centenary will coincide with tm

events will include cultural
performances, alumni mee-
tups and discussions on
how to chart the schools’ fu-
ture. The school education
department will recognise
the contributions of both
current and former tea-
chers. “Each district has se-
lected one govt school to
host these events, which

Source: The Times of India, 23 January 2025, p.6

nual day celebrations,” said
school education director S
Kannappan.

Across Tamil Nadu, the
department has selected
2,211 govt schools. The de-
partment's ‘Namma School
Namma QOQoru Palli’ plat-
form will direct donations
towards upgrading school
infrastructure and enhan-

cing student resources for
these schools. “We hope the
celebrations will inspire
students and encourage
alumni to give back in ways
that extend beyond financi-
al contributions, such as of-
fering career guidance ses-
sions or mentoring,” he ad-
ded.

Lady Willingdon scho-
ol’'s headmistress, Hema
Priya, sees this as an oppor-
tunity toset the stage for the
school’s future. “A few years
ago, our alumni created a
website to reconnect with
each other. Many expressed
interest in supporting the
school, whether through fi-
nancial help or by sharing
their expertise,” she said.
“This will help turn that in-
terest into action, whether
through donations or by vo-
lunteering their time and

Over 2,200 government schools in T.N. to hold
centenary celebrations

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

As many as 2,211 govern-
ment schools across Tamil
Nadu will hold their cen-
tenary celebrations from
Wednesday. The celebra-
tions will begin with a
function at the Panchayat
Middle School in Thirukku-
valai, where former Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi
had studied.

The initiative is being ta-
ken under the ‘Vizhuthu-
gal’ platform, an alumni as-
sociation of government
school students. Esta-
blished a year ago, today,
the association has over
8.4 lakh members and has
mobilised over 3.4 crore
for the benefit of the
schools, according to an of-
ficial from the School Edu-
cation Department.

“The association works
with the school and com-
munity to ensure enrol-
ment, curb dropouts and
also give career guidelines.
Hence, through the plat-
form, a move to recognise
schools, which have
crossed 100 years in the
State, is being underta-
ken,” the official added.

District-wise
According to the guide-
lines issued by the School
Education Department,
the district-wise inaugura-
tion ceremony at the
schools will begin from
Thursday. It will also be
held with the school an-
nual day, and are slated to
be completed in a month,
according to the officials.
Thereafter, school-wise
centenary celebrations will
be held.

A school from each dis-

Source: The Hindu, 23 January 2025, p.4

skills.”

For alumni like Kavitha
L, a teacher from Chengal-
pet, schools have to start
planning for the future. “It’s
about adopting sustainable
strategies — whether that's
improving infrastructure
or developing a curriculum
that prepares students for
the challenges ahead,” she
said. “Giving back is about
ensuring the next genera-
tion hasmoreopportunities
than we did.”

Musicteacherand alum-
nus Arun Kumar said, “Ma-
ny of these heritage schools
are in dire need of infrast-
ructure revamps, and alum-
nican play asignificantrole
in making that happen.
These schools are part of
our identity, and it's our du-
ty to help them thrive,” he
said.

trict has been recognised
to begin the celebrations.
Lady Wellington Model
Girls Higher Secondary
School in Chennai and
CCMA Government Girls
Higher Secondary School
in Coimbatore are among
the schools that have been
recognised to begin the ce-
lebrations. Madurai district
has the highest number of
schools with 173, followed
by Cuddalore district with
158.

Prominent alma mater

Apart from Karunanidhi’s
alma mater, other promi-
nent schools include Pan-
chayat Union Middle
School, Rameshwaram,
the alma mater of former
president A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam; Thiyagi G Narayanasa-
my Municipal Higher se-
condary school,
Mayiladuthurai, alma ma-

ter of professor Anbazha-
gan. The Presidency Girls
Higher Secondary School
in Chennai is the oldest
school in Tamil Nadu at
270 years and Government
Girls Higher Secondary
School Avvai, Dharmapuri,
has 3,209 students, the
highest number of stu-
dents in the centenary
school list.

A festival coordination
committee will also be
formed at the school-level.
The celebrations will in-
clude highlighting of the
key milestones of the
schools, awards won by
alumni, among other
events. During the celebra-
tions, any donations re-
ceived must be recorded
on the Namma School
Namma Ooru Palli plat-
form, a circular from the
Department stated.
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Global Tamil scholars to mentor students
in quantum computing, EVs and biotech

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In the coming years,
Non-Resident Tamil (NRT)
scholars from around the
world, specialising in subjects
such as quantum computing,
electric vehicles and biotech-
nology will mentor school and
college students online.

The initiative, spearheaded
by the commissionerate of re-
habilitation and welfare of
non-resident Tamils, will be
implemented in partnership
with the Tamil Nadu skill de-
velopment corporation, de-
partment of school education,
directorate of collegiate educa-
tion and the Nan Mudhalvan
scheme.

“This initiative, a brain-
child of chief minister M.K.
Stalin, will broaden students’
understanding of global ca-
reer opportunities and aca-
demic paths, preventing them

( g@ﬁ(ﬁﬂ‘"

DIGITAL LEAP: S Gunasegaran expert EV generalist at the event

from falling prey to job
scams,” said S M Nasar, min-
ister for minorities and NRT
welfare.

To support this effort, the
department has begun creat-
ingascientific and profession-
al alumni database of Tamil
Nadu-origin experts settled
abroad. Currently, 150 individ-

uals have registered on the
platform. B. Krishna Moorthy,
Commissioner of Rehabilita-
tion and Welfare of Non-Resi-
dent Tamils, highlighted the
roleof the Directorate of Colle-
giate Education in compiling
lists of Tamil Nadu alumni.
“Individuals who studied
in Tamil Nadu can register on

our website. They can choose
tomentor students, collaborate
with industries and institu-
tions, sponsor Tamil Nadu stu-
dentstostudy orinternabroad,
or support local colleges,”
Krishna Moorthy said.

As afirst step, experts from
countriessuch as Sweden, Ger-
many and South Korea attend-
ed the World Tamil Diaspora
Day celebrations at the Chen-
nai Trade Centre on Jan 11-12.
They will conduct sessions for
college students on cutting-
edge topics such as fintech,
electric vehicles, biotechnolo-
gy and quantum computing.

In addition, officials are
planning to establish Tamil
desks in 10 countries to foster
trade, education, and research
collaborations with Tamil Na-
du. “This initiative will create
a robust platform for connect-
ing global expertise with local
talent,” added an official.

Source: The Times of India, 13 January 2025, p.8

Governor urges Centre to release funds
to T.N. under Samagra Shiksha scheme

Despite Tamil Nadu's persistent appeals for funds under the scheme, the Union government has not released any so far, the Governor says in his

speech, which was read out by the Assembly Speaker. Ravi also says the State is awaiting approval for Metro Rail projects in Madurai and Coimbatore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n his address to the
l Tamil Nadu Assembly,

tabled in the House on
Monday, Governor R.N. Ra-
vi insisted that the Union
government disburse
funds due to the State un-
der the Samagra Shiksha
scheme, approve the Mad-
urai and Coimbatore Metro
Rail projects, and conduct
a decadal census, along
with a caste-based national
population census, among
others.

Though the Governor
left the Assembly a few mi-
nutes after he commenced
his customary speech in
the first session of this
year, Speaker M. Appavu
read out the Tamil version
of the Governor’s speech
prepared by the govern-
ment.

According to the Gover-
nor’s address, while the
State  government re-
mained fully committed to
ensuring good quality edu-
cation for students, “it has
not received the requisite
support from the Union go-
vernment for its endea-
vours”.

“Despite Tamil Nadu’s
persistent appeals for

Seeking due share: Funds to the tune of ¥2,152 crore are critical for the functioning of schools,
including teachers’ salaries and maintenance of buildings, the Governor has said.

funds under Samagra
Shiksha, the Union govern-
ment has not released any
funds till date in the cur-
rent year, citing the non-
implementation of the Na-
tional Education Policy by
the State,” he said.

‘Finances affected’

“Funds to the tune of
32,152 crore were critical
for the functioning of
schools, including teach-
ers’ salaries, maintenance
and upkeep of school

buildings, and reimburse-
ment under the Right to
Education Act,” the Gover-
nor said. Owing to the non-
release of the funds, the
State government has to
bear the entire burden
with its own resources,
which severely affects its fi-
nances. “The future of 44
lakh students, 2.2 lakh
teachers, and 21,276 staff
members hinge on the
timely disbursement of
these funds and we hope
the Union government will

Source: The Hindu,71 January 2025, p.7
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release these funds at the
earliest”

The Governor also
urged the Union govern-
ment to approve the Madu-
rai and Coimbatore Metro
Rail projects, as the propo-
sals have been sent by the
State government. The
Prime Minister, acceding
to the repeated requests of
the Chief Minister over the
last three years, had ap-
proved the long-pending
demand for providing
50:50 ‘equity’ share in the

Chennai Metro Rail Phase-
11, the Governor said, ad-
ding, “This will allow the
government to complete
the project as originally
planned.”

‘Increase unit cost’
“While the unit cost of the
Tamil Nadu government’s
housing programme, titled
Kalaignarin Kanavu Illam,
has been increased from
60,000 in 2010 to 3.50
lakh over the past 14 years,
the unit cost of the Union
government’s programme,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yoja-
na-Grameen (PMAY-G), re-
mained at 31.20 lakh since
2016,” the Governor point-
ed out. “Tamil Nadu was
the only State in the coun-
try to provide PMAY-G be-
neficiaries with the State
contribution of %1.72 lakh
(60% of the total cost),” he
said.

“The Tamil Nadu go-
vernment was taking all
steps to get its rightful
share of water in inter-
State rivers and shall con-
tinuously take all measures
to prevent the construc-
tion of the Mekedatu dam
on the Cauvery,” the Go-
vernor said.

Underlining that 1,106 of
the total 1,219 fishermen
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arrested by the Sri Lankan
Navy have been released
owing to the Tamil Nadu
government’s efforts, the
Governor said, “The go-
vernment continues to
urge the Union govern-
ment to take decisive ac-
tion through diplomatic
channels to ensure the im-
mediate release of the re-
maining fishermen and to
find a permanent solution
to this issue.”

Recalling the Assembly’s
unanimous resolution urg-
ing the Union government
to immediately commence
the decadal census along
with a caste-based national
population census, the Go-
vernor said, “We hope the
Union government will pay
heed to this request with-
out further delay.”

‘Benefits all’

The Kalaignar Kaivinai
Thittam rolled out by the
Tamil Nadu government
benefited youths beyond
supporting livelihood, and
“will eliminate social in-
equalities and support con-
tinuous educational oppor-
tunities to the younger
generations, ensuring that
the benefits of this scheme
are available to all,” the Go-
vernor said.



TN will not compromise its edu policy for central fund: Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

SCHOOL Education Minister
Anbil Mahesh Povvamozhi on
Thursday said CM M K Stalin is
firm on not getting funds from
the centre under Samagra Shik-
sha scheme if itcomesat the cost
of the state having to compro-
mise on its policy “Union govern-
ment is saying that funds will be
released only if we agree to their
policy. 1 see this as blackmail,”
the minister said. At present, the
state bears all the expenses of the
department, including salaries
of teachers and funds for student-
welfare schemes, he said.

The minister was talking to re-

porters in Chennai after conduct-
ing a departmental review meet-
ing with officials to assess the
progress of schemes announced
in the last budget, discuss new
schemes that can be intro-
duced in the next budget.
and proposals regard-
ing restructuring of
the department.

When asked how
the state is going to
handle the situation if
the centre refuses to re-
lease funds due to the
state’s oppositionto NER,
the minister said, “We
are firm on our
policy. The

-~

state has been giving salaries to
teachers and officials as the CM
has made it clear that there
should be no disruption in
schemes that are being offered to
thestudents.” Poyyamozhi,
however, added that
some projects which
were announced in
the last budget like
constructing sensory
parks in schools had
to be downscaled due
tolack of funds.
Talking about lack of
toilets in government
schools as per the UD-

ISE+ report,

Poyvyamozhi said

Source: The New Indian Express, 3 January 2025, p.4

the department hasbeenasked to
divert CSR funds contributed un-
der the general category for build-
ing toilets in these schools. He
also assured that the department
will prioritise providing toilets
for girl students.

He also denied allegations that
the state is planning to allow pri-
vate schools to adopt 500 govern-
ment schools and condemned
those who released statements
withoutverifving the matter: Peo-
ple who are running private
schools said they themselves
studied in government schools
and wanted to contribute to their
development similar to compa-
nies contributing for government

schools under the CSR activity
under the ‘Namma School Nam-
ma Ooru Palli’ scheme,
Poyyamozhi said.

The controversy broke out af-
ter a release on the minister’s
speech at the inauguration of
Tamil Nadu Private Schools As-
sociation on Monday said the
minister thanked the association
for ‘adopting’ 500 gover nment
schools in the state. But neither
the minister's speech northe res-
olution adopted at the event used
the word ‘adoption’. Political
leaders, including CPM's K
Balakrishnan and BJP's K An-
namalai, condemned the
proposal.

All govt primary schools in TN turn ‘smart’ with inauguration of 22,931 classroom

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

er Secondary School in

ed to benefit 11,76,452 students

Minister Anbil Mahesh

tions. Let us proclaim loudly

MARKING the completion of
the state’s project to establish
smart classrooms for primary
classes in government schools

Okkiyam Thoraipakkam,

The school education depart-
ment undertook the installa-
tion of 22,931 smart classrooms
in government schools to facili-

across the state.

The project has now been
completed across all districts,
culminating in the inaugura-
tion of the 23,931* classroom at

Poyyamozhi informed him of
the completion of the project
over phone.

“I am happy about the
achievements of the school ed-

that government schools are a
symbol of our pride,” hesaidin
the post.

Additionally, 8,209 hi-tech
labs are being constructed in

across Tamil Nadu, School Ed-
ucation Minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi on Monday inau-
gurated the 22.931* smart class-
room for the Government High-

tate interactive teaching and
learning processes through
text, images, audio and video.
The project, implemented at a
cost of T455.32 crore, is expect-

the Government Higher Sec-
ondary School at Okkiyam
Thoraipakkam.

Inaposton X, CM MK Stalin
said that School Education

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 January 2025, p.4

TN to send 100 instructors abroad
to teach Tamil and arts to youth

Teachers and artists will provide classes for two years; T10 crore to be allocated for scheme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Sunday said the Tamil Nadu
government will devise a
scheme to teach Tamil and
Tamil art forms to non-resident
Tamils (NRTs) across the globe
and F10 crore would be allocat-
ed for this.

The announcement was made
while addressing delegates
from across the globe at the In-
ternational Tamil Diaspora Day
2025 celebrations in Chennai.

Stalin said there have been
requests from NRTSs in various
countries to teach Tamil lan-
guage, folk arts, music, ete. to
the vounger generations who
live abroad. To fulfil this de-
mand, training will be provided
to 100 teachers and Tamil art-
ists, and they will be deputed to
countries where Tamils live. In
association with the Tamil San-
gams there, they will train the
Tamils in Tamil language and
Tamil art forms for two vears,

ucation department like mod-
ernising the primary classes
and also model schools that
help students get into premier
higher educational institu-

completion.

Chief Minister MK Stalin poses for selfies at the International Tamil Diaspara Day
1025 celebrations at the Chennai Trade Centre in Nandambakkam | asuwin prasath

he said.

“Wherever you are on the
globe, do not give up vour iden-
tity and your roots! Do not for-
get your language, this land,
and the people who are your re-
lations! This festival is a sign
that we are here, carrying you
in our hearts as the relations,”
the CM told the gathering.

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 January 2025, p.6
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Giving a detailed account of
what his government has been
doing for the welfare of the
NRTs and how it came to the
rescue of Tamils who faced
troubles in whichever part of
the world, Stalin said, “My style
of functioning is through ac-
tion and not through mere
words. That is how we have

government schools at a costof
¥519.73 erore to benefit 43,89,382
students. The construction of
these labs is nearing

=" S

A smart classroom at a government school in Okkivam Thoraipakkam | martm wows

achieved unprecedented
achievements through our Dra-
vidian model government in
the last three-and-a-half years.
As abrother and elderly friend,
I request vou to extend vour
support and cooperation from
all over the world to work for
the sucecess of our Tamils.”

The CM said that despite
Tamils being physically miles
away across oceans and conti-
nents, they are united in their
collective goal of enhancing the
achievements and stature of
the Tamil diaspora.

More than 2,500 attendees
from over 70 countries, com-
prisingover 1,500 global Tamils,
and over 500 entrepreneurs/
professionals, attended the two-
day event. On Sunday, the CM
presented awards to those who
strove to protect Tamil lan-
guage and its culture. Recipi-
ents from Singapore, Japan,
UAE, South Korea, Sri Lanka,
and the US received the
awards.



100% transition from

primary to upper
primary schools: Min

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
achieved 100% transition
from primary to upper prima-
ry, said school education mi-
nister Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhion Thursday citing the
Unified District Information
System for Education (UDISE
+) report 2023-24 released by
the Union govt. This means
that all students who join
class I are completing up to
class VIII in the state.

Speaking to reporters after
areview meeting, Poyyamozhi
said the transition rate increa-
sed from primary to upper pri-
mary from 99% in 2019 to 100%
in 2024. Among girls, the trans-
itionrate increased from 97.5%
in 2019 t0 100% in 2024.

“We also discussed the non-
availability of funds for Sam-
agra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
and its impact on existing and
new schemes such as sensory
parks and robotics,” Poyya-
mozhiadded.

“Union govt is forcing us to
accept the three-language for-

mulaby notreleasing the funds
under SSA. We see it as black-
mailing by the Union govt. CM
said there is no need to get SSA
funds by compromising the
state’s policy,” Poyyamozhi sa-
id.

He said state govt is disbur-
sing salaries to 30,000 teachers
and non-teaching staff under
SSA by providing %500 crore
from the state’s funds. The
Union govt withheld SSA
funds citing the state’s opposi-
tion to the three-language for-
mula in PM SHRI schools.

In response to a question
about the controversy regar-
ding adoption of govt schools
by private schools association,
the minister said, “It was a fal-
sereportand there wasnosuch
move.” He said private schools
only offered help under the
CSR initiative to govt schools.

Theministeralsosaid that
he discussed the implementa-
tion of schemesannounced in
the assembly and the intro-
duction of new schemes for
next year at the meeting with
officials.

Source: The Times of India, 3 January 2025, p.4

Govt to provide
56,423 computers
to govt schools

Times News NETwoORK

Chennai: Every five school
students will have accesstoa
computer, as the school edu-
cation department plans to
supply 56,423 computersand
accessories, including head-
phones, splitters, tables,
chairs, UPS batteries, and
routers to 175 govt higher
secondary schools at a cost
of 58 crore.

School education minis-
ter Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhi recently announced
that the govt will introduce
artificial intelligence (Al) in
the curriculum for students
from Class VIonwards. “The
curriculum will be designed
to equip students with fu-
ture-ready skills, and teach-
ers will be trained to teach
Al hesaid.

Teachers have noticed a
growing interest in coding
and AI among students.
“Students show us how to
build games using their mo-
bile phones. They have great
ideas. We should provide
them with resources in
school to learn basic skills,”
said R S Vishnu, a headmas-
ter at a govt higher second-
ary school in Tambaram.

Functional computers
are critical for a variety of
academic activities, teach-
ers said. “Students use com-
puters not just for computer
science practicals and cod-
ing workshops but also for
creating email IDs, setting
up bank accounts and pre-
paring for exams,” said com-
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School education
minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi recently
announced that the govt
will introduce Al in the
curriculum for students
from Class VI onwards

puter science teacher K
Prabha, from a govt higher
secondary schoolinT Nagar.
Another teacher, M Priya,
from a govt girls higher sec-
ondary school in Ashok Na-
gar added, “They also use it
for spoken English training.
Students log into the school
education department por-
tal to access study materials
and assessments,” she said.

Concerns linger about
maintaining the facilities.
According to the Union edu-
cation ministry’s unified
district information system
for education (UDISE) plus,
only 57.2% of schools na-
tionwide have functional
computers, and 53.9% have
internet access. “Often, the
issue isn't about installing
computers but ensuring
they keep working,” said
school management com-
mittee member G Rama-
chandran. “Computers stop
functioning or become out-
dated because maintenance
isn't prioritised. We need
regular service and repairs
to make sure students can
use these resources consis-
tently,” hesaid.

Source: The Times of India, 9 January 2025, p.3



“T'N will launch legal
battle to ensure full
right over education’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Continuing to
lash out atthe Centre onthe
draft UGC guidelines for
appointment
of vice-chan-
cellors, chief
minister M K
Stalin and
state higher
education
minister Govi Chezhiaan
said they would launchale-
gal battle to ensure full
rights over education. Ta-
mil Nadu was leading in
higher education with an
enrolment ratio of 49%,
which wasdouble thenatio-
nal average, but the post of
chancellor was “in the
hands of a person appoin-
ted by Union govt”, despite
the state funding everyt-
hing from faculty salaries
to infrastructure, said Sta-
lin. He was addressing stu-
dents and alumni of Ala-
gappa University in Karai-
kudion Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Chezhiaan
issued a statement dubbing
thedraft UGCregulationsa
“dictatorial act” that nee-
ded to be nipped in the bud.
The minister’s statement
cameon theday when Kera-
lalegislature unanimously
passed a resolution, simi-
lar to that of TN Assembly,
against the draft UGC gui-
delines.

Stalin in his speech at
Alagappa University said
Tamil Nadu had 31 of the
top 100 higher education in-
stitutions in the country
“When the state is leading
in education, the post of
chancellorof highereduca-
tion institutions should be
the chief minister elected

“ The draft UGC
regulations are a dic-
tatorial act that needs
to be nipped in the bud

GOVI CHEZHIAAN
TN higher education minister

by the people. That's why
we are questioning the go-
vernor, appointed by the
Union govt, being the chan-
cellor of higher education.
We are taking up a legal
battle to change it. The sta-
te govt won’t rest until we
get the rights over educa-
tion,” said Stalin.

The minister said the
draft regulations, which di-
minish state powers and
undermine cooperative fe-
deralism, should be with-
drawn immediately. “Tamil
Nadu govt and the people
will not back down from
their opposition even for a
second,” the ministersaid.

“Itistime tostand toget-
her and fight against the
BJP govt at the Centre that
wants to undermine demo-
cracy and the educational
autonomy of states,” said
Chezhiaan. On Tuesday,
Stalin wrote to chief mini-
sters of non-BJP governed
states, urging them to pass
resolutions against the re-
gulations. He said the regu-
lations were an infringe-
ment on the rights of state
govts and a threat to the au-
tonomy of state universiti-
es.

Chezhiaan  described
the Union govt’'s stance as
“authoritarian arrogan-

ce,” adding that elected sta-
te govts have rights over
their universities.

Source: The Times of India, 22 January 2025, p.4
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TN to develop
T26-cr model
tribal school
in T’malai

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

IM a first, the state’s tribal
welfare department will con-
struct a ‘model school” in
Arasavalli, located in the Ja-
wadhu Hills of Tiruvan-
namalai district, upgrading
the existing 10-acre campus
from a primary school into a
higher secondarv school
with modern amenities, at a
cost of F26 crore. Construc-
tion will be carried out by
the Tamil Nadu Adi Dravi-
dar Housing and Develop-
ment Corporation Limited
(TAHDCO) and is expected
to be completed within two
VEAIS.

Moreover, the tribal wel-
fare department plans to
similarly upgrade tribal
schools in Sitheri, located in
Dharmapuri.

“Currently, the school
lacks adeqgquate hostel facili-
ties, forcing many students
to commute long distances
daily {(to attend classes).
Even for those stayving in the
hostel, the existing facilities
are insufficient. Once con-
struction is completed, we
aim to increase enrolment
in the new higher secondary
school to 800. Enhancing the
school’s infrastructure will
help in improving the gqual-
ity of education accessible
to the tribal population of
Jawadhu Hills.” said a de-
partment official.

Jawadhu Hills in Tiruwvan-
namalai district is home to
over 271 tribal hamlets. The
primary school at Arvasavalli
accommodates 143 students
currently, while over 300 oth-
or students attend a nearby
high school.

According to a Govern-
ment Order, 7.9 crore has
also been allocated for con-
struction of a main school
building with a capacity to
accommodate 740 students.
Allocations have also been
made for toilets, roads in-
side the campus, rainwater
harvesting facility and
parking spaces. Po

Tribal welfare
dept operates 28
schools in region

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THIS apart from separate hos-
tels for boys and girls, each ini-
tially accommodating 220 stu-
dents, set to be expanded later
to 380 each.

The G.0. also stated that the
road from the Arasavalli to
Mullivadi which currently
passes through the school cam-
pus will be shifted outside. The
tribal welfare department oper-
ates 28 schools in the region,
including three higher second-
ary schools, with more than
2,000 students currently en-
rolled in them.

Many students from the area
also attend schools run by char-
itable trusts or travel to the
plains to pursue higher second-
ary education.

According to department of-
ficials, in addition to students
from the nearby hamlets of Ar-
asavalli, Bargur and Ettimar-
athur, the schools serve stu-
dents from 30 other hamlets,
including Veerapanur Puliya-
nkuppam, Kallaathur, Ponganu
and Nammivampattu. Addi-
tionally, tribal students from
villages in Vellore and Tirupat-
tur districts also study at these
schools.

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 January 2025, p.1 & 9
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Breakfast scheme: Preparation
to be outsourced, GCC calls bids

PRAVEENA 5 A @Chennai

THE Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) has floated three ten-
ders to outsource the meal prep-
aration and distribution for the
Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme. According to the ten-
ders, contractors will be select-
ed for the three corporation re-
gions (north, south, and central)
to manage 35 cluster kKitchens
and distribute meals to 356
schools. These kitchens will
serve breakfast to 49,147 stu-
dents from classes 1to 5 at a cost
of 13.7 crore.

Any delay or compromise in
the quality or quantity in the
food supplied will attract fines
ranging from ¥1,000 to 3,000,
according to the tender condi-
tions. Currently, women's self-
help groups prepare and distrib-
ute the food to schools from
cluster kitchens including cen-
tres like Amma Unavagams.

According to the tender docu-
ments, contractors must estab-
lish and maintain hygienic
kitchens in corporation-allocat-
ed buildings, adhering to food
safety puidelines.

GCC will provide infrastruc-
ture such as kitchen buildings,
water, electricity and gas con-
nections, while the consump-
tion charges will be borne by
the contractor

Toensurequality, contractors
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Students enjoying meal served under CM's breakfast scheme in Madurai | express

must maintain registers for raw
materials and comply with GST
and food safety certifications.
Measures such as anti-fly and
rat-proof facilities are manda-
tory, and garbage must be com-
posted and collected in closed
bins. The food supply system
will be monitored using a spe-
cifically developed mobile app,
and inspections by third-party
agencies and food safety
officers.

However, the move has
sparked opposition from a sec-
tion of councillors including
CPM councillor Vimala B from
ward 41. She said it could jeop-
ardise the well-being of students
and affect the livelihood of

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 January 2025, p.3

SHGs. “SHGs are doing a good
job under GCC's monitoring, vet
outsourcing might introduce in-
consistencies,” she said.

Vimala said the outsourcing
proposal was introduced in No-
vember 2023 in the corporation
council and it was shelved after
facing flak. Raising concern
that the tenders were floated
without any prior information,
she added, “Will the same hap-
pen with other proposals that
were put oft due to opposition,
like the recently cancelled out-
sourcing of football turfs?”

The official added there will
be no significant difference in
costs after outsourcing the
operation.



Breakfast scheme: GCC
to continue providing
food for 356 schools

Mavyor R. Priva made the announcement after councillors, including those of the

DMK allies, opposed the move to outsource catering service under the scheme

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ayor R. Priva an-
Mnounced late on
Thursday that the

Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCC) will continue to pre-
pare and provide breakfast to
children in all the 356 schools
under the Chief Minister's
Breakfast Scheme.

In a release, she said, "The
contract awarded to an exter-
nal agency for preparing and
supplying  breakfast to
schoolchildren under this
scheme in the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation has been
cancelled.”

Stiff opposition

This announcement was
made following opposition
from Councillors of the
DMK’s alliance partners — the
Congress, the Communist
Party of India (CPI), and CPI
(M) — as well as the opposi-
tion parties, the AIADMK and
the BJP, during the general
council meeting on
Thursday.

Earlier, during the meet-
ing, Commissioner J. Kuma-
ragurubaran said that the
corporation will request the
Tamil Nadu government to
reconsider its order on out-
sourcing the operations of
the scheme.

GCC to provide food

However, it was decided that
the corporation will continue
to prepare and provide
breakfast to children in all the

=%

Issue settled: The announcement by Mayor Priya puts to rest the row

[

over the Corporation’s move to outsource preparation and serving
of breakfast under the Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme. FILE PHOTO

e

The contract awarded to
an external agency for
preparing and supplying
breakfast to schoolchildren
under this scheme in the
GCC has been cancelled

R. PRIYA,
Mayor

356 schools
scheme.

During the Question Hour,
Ward 6 Councillor M. Samuel
Diraviam of the Indian Na-
tional Congress stressed the
importance of consulting
elected representatives on
such decisions.

Supporting this stance,
Deputy Mayor M. Magesh Ku-
maar had said, “Several re-
ports have emerged regard-
ing this issue. A G.0. was
issued for areas that may lack
the necessary infrastructure
for food preparation, which

under the

Source: The Hindu, 31 January 2025, p.5

is why the State government
proposed outsourcing. Ho-
wever, the Chennai Corpora-
tion’s Amma Canteens are al-
ready performing well and
providing high-quality food.
This matter should be pre-
sented to Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin and Minister K.N. Neh-
ru to seek a special exemp-
tion from the G.0.”

In response, Commission-
er Kumaragurubaran said
tenders were floated in accor-
dance with the G.0s instruc-
tions.

Ward 4 Councillor R. Jaya-
raman of CPI(M) raised addi-
tional objections, prompting
Mayor R. Priya to remark, “A
G.0. has been issued, but the
Greater Chennai Corporation
has efficiently managed the
CM’s Breakfast Scheme.”

During Zero Hour, BJP
Councillor Uma Anandan of
Ward 134 and AIADMK Coun-
cillor R. Jayaraman of Ward
184 also voiced their opposi-
tion to outsource catering.

More than 40 lakh
students take part in
‘Kalai Thiruvizha’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The 2024-25 Kalai
Thiruvizha arts and cultural
festival saw more than forty
lakh students participate,
marking a 30% increase from
35]akh participants in 2023-24.
However, participation from
govt-aided schools remained
significantly lower compared
to govt schools.

This year, for the first time,
state govt extended the pro-
gramme to govt-aided schools.
Among Classes I to II, 163,000
students from govt-aided
schools participated, while
govt schools had 477,000 parti-
cipants. For Classes III to V,
the numbers stood at 305,000
and 905,000.

Teachers struggled to ba-
lance academics with extra-
curricular activities, particu-
larly during quarterly exami-
nations. “Balancing acade-
mics with the arts festival can
be challenging. We had to sort
funds and arrange events
too,” said Dharani Priva, a
middle school Tamil teacher.

“Students often feel pres-
sured to prioritise studies,
especially during exams. So-
me were asked to stay home
and study, while others lacked
the confidence to compete at
higher levels.”

Govt schools encouraged
participation with the promi-
se of foreign educational to-
urs, a benefit not yet extended
to govt-aided schools. “Stu-
dents would be more motiva-
ted if they had similar oppor-
tunities. We hope to see incre-
ased participation next year,”
said Hemalatha Dhinakaran,
a middle school mathematics
teacher from Mogappair.

To encourage students,
schools used assemblies to
promote the festival, emphasi-
zing its benefits and promi-

Kalai Thiruvizha has
grown increasingly
competitive, with
students actively
learning folk and
traditional art forms
through YouTube videos
and peer collaboration

. oM

sing winners international to-
urs. “These competitions help
students explore their inter-
ests and build skills. We obser-
ved how they worked in teams,
encouraged one another, and
learned new techniques,” said
K Sreenivasan, headmaster of
AJSNidhi Govt Higher Secon-
dary School in Alandur.

Kalai Thiruvizha has
grown increasingly competi-
tive, with students actively le-
arning folkand traditional art
forms through YouTube vide-
osand peer collaboration. “We
help students to incorporate
social themessuch asenviron-
mental protection into their
performances,” said Mariam
John S, an Englishteacherata
govt higher secondary school
in Medavakkam.

The school education de-
partment has directed chief
education officers to work
with teacherstointegratearts
into the regular curriculum.
“This will ensure students
stay engaged in physical acti-
vities while learning about
traditional art forms. We aim
for all students to participa-
te,” said school education di-
rector S Kannapan.

Source: The Times of India, 17 January 2025, p.2
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Mandatory financial course for undergrad engg students in TN likely soon

BINITA JAISWAL @Chennai

WITH an aim to improve finan-
cialliteracy among engineering
students, Anna University is
likely to offer a mandatory fi-
nancial @ ducation course for its

ap)
pil)l)ﬁa«d and the svnde ate has

given it the go-ahead.

“The proposal to offer a
course on financial education
as amandatory course to all UG
students was discussed in detail
at the last syndicate meeting,”
said a faculty of the university.

Director-academic courses
have been info:
suitable avenues for
ing it in the pre-final semester,

demic year in the
d for its affili-
1lOLl Lulh ges. A senior
faculty told TNIE that
the low level of finan-
cial awareness among
students prompted the
proposal and hence the

to explore
implement-

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 January 2025, p.4

T.N. govt. plans new initiatives
to ensure safety on campuses

It is planning to rope in UNESCO for addressing the issue of women’s safety in colleges and universities.
Minister Govi. Chezhiaan chaired a meeting in which the Registrars of 13 State-run universities took part

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The principle of elasticity
in reservation has come in
handy for Arunthathiyars
in securing admissions to
undergraduate (UG) cours-
es in government arts
colleges.

This is evident in a res-
ponse of the Government
Arts and Science College,
Sathyamangalam, Erode
district, to a query under
the Right to Information
(RTI) Act by The Hindu on
the efficacy of the Tamil
Nadu Arunthathiyars Spe-
cial Reservation Act. The
law, formulated by the
DMK government (2006-11)
led by M. Karunanidhi,

thefaculty added. The course is
be implemented from

course is likely to be

compulsory
“Discussions are on to chalk
out the contents of the
course. We are planning
. to prepare a course
which will serve as a
complete guide on fi-
nancial education,”
said the fac
Varsity officials said en-
gineering students with finan-

cial knowledge are in demand
and that it may enhance their
employment opportunities.
The idea to offer financial
education was mooted with
more students opting for entre-
preneurship these days after
completing engine g de.
grees. The audit courses will
cover topics like auditing prin-
ciples, risk assessment and in-

ventures.

sity If studentsare

ternal control which will help
engineering students-turned-
entrepreneurs have a better
control on their business Of

“Nowadays, basic financial
education has become a neces-

cially, it will be much
them to build their busi
and take decisions. One

major reasons for failing busi
r financial deci
ior faculty said.
the varsity of
fers a c hllL‘ttL course on fi-
nancial analytics through its
distance education centre, so it
hase offerthe course.
on to also rope
xperts to help with

in industr
the course.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu govern-
T ment is planning to

rope in UNESCO for ad-
dressing the issues of women’s
safety, counselling, and sensiti-
sation processes in higher edu-
cational institutions in the
State. It has chosen Anna Un-
iversity and the University of
Madras to begin with. Minister
for Higher Education Govi.
Chezhiaan on Tuesday chaired
a meeting at the Secretariat in

Taking stock: Minister Govi.
Chezhiaan chairing a meeting on
Tuesday.

which the Registrars of 13 State-
run universities took part.

A senior official said the
agenda of the meeting included
safety and security issues in col-

Source: The Hindu, 8 January 2025, p.4

UG admission: elasticity in quota has helped
Arunthathiyars in State’s govt. arts colleges

This became evident

through a response

of a college to a
query filed under

the RTI Act by
The Hindu

provides a 3% reservation
within the overall quota of
18% for Scheduled Castes.
Established during
2016-2017, the college,
which is affiliated to Bha-
rathiar University in Coim-
batore, has said that in the
inaugural year, the number
of Scheduled Castes-Arun-
thathiyars SC(A) admitted
was five under the special
reservation. But, the num-
ber of SC(A) candidates ad-

Source: The Hindu, 20 January 2025, p.2

mitted in the year under
the reservation as well as
the open competition (OC)
category was 47, implying
that 42 more students were
accommodated. In the last
two years, there was a sub-
stantial rise in their num-
ber.

In 2023-24 and 2024-25,
of the 119 and 88 SC(A) stu-
dents admitted respective-
ly, only 18 in each of the
two years came under the
special quota. A total of 101
and 70 students were ac-
commodated within the
OC category in the last two
years. Other communities
being covered under the
scheme of reservation also
get accommodated under
OC category, if found eligi-

leges and universities in gener-
al, and women’s safety in partic-
ular.  “Measures including
regulating the access points,
avoiding multiple access points,
visitor passes, identification
cards, and communication sys-
tems were discussed,” the offi-
cial said. Conducting a third-
party audit of existing security
and safety protocols, illuminat-
ing dark or blind spots, and pa-
trolling by campus security per-
sonnel were also discussed.

“It is well known that on the
directions of the Chief Minister,

prompt actions have been ta-
ken over the untoward incident
in Anna University. Precaution-
ary measures have been initiat-
ed to prevent the recurrence of
such incidents in any educa-
tional institution,” an official
press release said.

The Minister instructed offi-
cials to hold training and capac-
ity building programmes for
students on women’s safety,
and underlined the need for
disseminating information on
helpline numbers, and the ‘Kaa-
valan’ mobile application.

ble. Pointing out that the
trend, as found in the Sath-
yamangalam college, was
not unique to any one
place in the State, an offi-
cial in the Higher Educa-
tion Department said that
a perusal of the data of ad-
mission of SC(A) candi-
dates in the last four or five
years shows that the num-
ber of students of the com-
munity securing admis-
sions wunder the OC
category had been on the
rise. One of the features of
the 2009 law is that it al-
lows available SC(A) candi-
dates to compete even for
non-preferential seats
within the overall SC quo-
ta, after the seats under the
3% quota are filled.
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More Arunthathiyar students
in arts colleges after 2009 law

Implementation of the Tamil Nadu Arunthathiyar Reservation Act has resulted in an increase of

students from the community pursuing higher education across the State, RTI responses show

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

2009 special law,
Aenacted in Tamil
Nadu to provide

the Arunthathiyars with a
3% quota within the 18%
reservation for the Sche-
duled Castes (SCs), has re-
sulted in the admission of a
greater number of students
of this community to un-
dergraduate courses at go-
vernment arts colleges
than in the past. The in-
crease is evident even in
areas not known for the
concentration of this com-
munmnity.

For instance, the Go-
vernment Arts College,
Thanthonimalai, Karur,
which has been function-
ing for nearly 60 years, re-
corded an annual intake of
SC (Arunthathiyar) stu-
dents, from the lowest of
53 in 1994-95 to 98 in 2008-
09. Though the first year of
the implementation of the
Tamil Nadu Arunthathiyar
Reservation Act recorded a
marginal increase of three
students, the very next
year (2010-11) the intake

The legislation provides Arunthathiyars a 3% quota within the 18%

FA -0

=

reservation for the Scheduled Castes. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

jumped to 234. In the next
14 years, the number of ad-
mitted students rose stea-
dily, touching the highest
of 410 each during 2021-22
and 2022-23. From 1993-94
to 2023-24, 5,112 SC (Arun-
thathiyar) students were
admitted. The number in-
cluded 4,077 students ad-
mitted after the law came
into force.

This was not an isolated
case. Take the example of
the Kalaignar Karunanidhi
Government Arts College
for Women in Pudukkottai.
The highest number of SC
(Arunthathiyar) students
admitted in any year bet-

Source: The Hindu, 18 January 2025, p.6

ween 1993 and 2008 was
only five, which was in
2008-09. But, since 2014-
15, the figure touched dou-
ble digits, and the highest
was 19 in 2020-21. Another
example was the Nanda-
nam college in Chennai,
where the annual intake
between 1993 and 2008
was in single digit in 12 out
of 16 years. The highest
was 19 in 2008. After 2009,
the position changed. Ex-
cept in 2009 and 2019,
when the intake was in sin-
gle digit, the strength of SC
(Arunthathiyar) students
was in double digits, the
highest being 39 in 2014.
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Understandably, the re-
ception to the internal qu-
ota in the districts with a
large presence of Arun-
thathiyars has been equal-
ly good, if not, better than
in the rest. In the 56-year-
old Namakkal Kavignar Ra-
malingam  Government
Arts College for Women in
Namakkal, the annual in-
take between 1993 and
2009 varied from two in
1996-97 to 32 in 2008-09.
Since the law came into
force, there has been a
steep rise, the highest be-
ing 131in 2020-21. At anoth-
er long-standing institution
in the same district, Thiru-
valluvar Government Arts
College in Rasipuram, the
admission of SC (Arun-
thathiyar) students had im-
proved gradually since
2011-12. As many as 316 stu-
dents were admitted in
2023-24.

These details emerge
from an examination of the
responses from about 80
government arts and
science colleges to an RTI
Act question from The Hin-
du on the efficacy of the
law.



Family census launched to
improve public healthcare

Preetika.P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tambaram cor-
poration has initiated a fa-
mily census to create a com-
prehensive database of resi-
dents. The survey aims to
address gaps in public he-
althcare and improve servi-
cedelivery.

The agency will gather
detailed information on fa-
mily size, health conditions,
vaccination records, insu-
rance coverage, and socio-
economic profiles.

The data collected thro-
ugh the family census will
be digitised for real-time
monitoring, enabling the
corporation to track health-
caredemand, assess facility
shortages, and identify
trends in population health.
“This initiative will ensure
that healthcare resources
are directed where they are
needed most and improve
access and service quality
forresidents,” said corpora-
tion commissioner S Bala-
chander.

Source: The Times of India, 9 January 2025, p.3

The survey aims

to address gaps in
public healthcare
and improve service
delivery

The census aims to bene-
fit both the corporation and
residents. “We want to im-
prove public healthcare ser-
vices by getting insights in-
to health conditions and
vaccinationcoverage. Thro-
ugh this census, we will also
be able to develop targeted
campaignsandtimely inter-
ventions. It will help us
track population growth
and adapt policies and ser-
vices accordingly,” the cor-
poration’s health officer, Dr
S Porchelvan, said.

One such area the cen-
suswill helpaddressisiden-
tifying areas for develop-
ment. With a population of
10,30,958 spread across
2,85,566 households, the cor-
poration manages 13 Urban
Primary Health Centres
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(UPHCs). These facilities
currently serve popula-
tions far exceeding the Na-
tional Urban Health Mis-
sion (NUHM) standard of
one centre per 50,000 people,
with service areas ranging
from 27,187 to 1,45,427 resi-
dents.

But to propose new cent-
res, the corporation com-
missioner must conduct a
detailed survey, the com-
missioner said. As per local
demand, the corporation
has proposed the construc-
tion of three urban primary
health centres - Sembak-
kam, Poondi Bazaar, and
Anakaputhur. “We are stu-
dying each ward to allocate
resources effectively. Some
areas outside the corpora-
tion’s jurisdiction have also
requested projects, which
we will consider,” the com-
missioner said.

Meanwhile, medical
camps have been set up to
provide essential services
such as fever and cold
checks, blood pressure mo-
nitoring, and eye tests.



Teen pregnancies increase by
20% in 5 years in TN: Study

49 M ANTENATAL MOTHERS SURVEYED

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Teenage pregnan-
cies, oneof the biggest health
threats to women, increased
by nearly 20% in Tamil Nadu
in the past five years though
the total number of pregnan-
cies dropped by 7%, says a
study by the directorate of
public health. Officials have
called it “a significant con-
cern” and recommend anem-
phasis on school-based sex
education.

Thestudy said thenumber
of pregnancies fell to 9.5 lakh
in 2023-24 from 10.2 lakh in
2019-20.

However, teen pregnan-
cies — those conceiving be-
tween the ages of 13 and 19 —
rose to 14,360 in 2023-24 from
11,772 in 2019-20. In 2023-24,
1.5% of pregnant women were

@ 2019-20 202021  2021-22 202223  2023-24
Total no. of
pregnant 10,25,851 | 10,00,683 | 10,09,521 | 10,02,096 | 9,54,942
mothers
Total no.
of teen 11,772 | 12,606 13447 | 10,685 | 14360
pregnancies
Percentage | 1.1% 1.3% 1.3% 1.1% 1.5%

teenagers, compared to 1.1%
in 2019. The study’s lead au-
thor, Dr R Vijaykumar, said
multiple factors, including
early marriage, community
and social pressure to marry
young, sexual abuse and lack
of information about sexual
and reproductive health, lead
to teen pregnancies.
“Teenage pregnancy re-
mains a significant concern
among antenatal mothers,”

said director of public health
Dr T S Selvavinayagam. The
study, published in the recent
edition of the public health
journal, analysed data from
the health management infor-
mation system portal, cover-
ing a large cohort of 4.9 mil-
lion antenatal mothers be-
tween April 2019 and March
2024.

» Early childbearing, P 4

‘Early childbearing
can derail healthy
development’

»FromP1

e authors identified 62,870 teenagers, resulting
inacumulative teenage pregnancy rate of 1.3%.
Amongthedistricts, Nagapattinamisat3.3%,
followed by Theni at 2.4% and Perambalur at 2.3%. Kan-
cheepuram, Virudhunagar and Chennai have the low-
estteenage pregnancy rates, ranging from0.4% t00.7%.
While the study did not include qualitative analysis,
lead author Dr R Vijaykumar said multiple factors, in-
cluding early marriage, social pressure to marry
young, sexual abuse and lack of information about sex-
ual and reproductive health, lead to teen pregnancies.
“Early childbearing can derail girls’ otherwise healthy
development intoadulthood,” he said. Seniorgynaecol-
ogists say it's not uncommon for teenagers to visit ante-
natal clinics. “Tleft govt service six years ago. T thought
things would change for the better, but I heard from my
former colleagues about the increase in teen pregnan-
cies,” said Dr Shaanthy Gunasingh, former director of
the Govt Hospital for Women and Children in Egmore.

Thefifth edition of the National Family Health Sur-
vey (2019-20), the latest available study; said that among
girls aged 1519 in Tamil Nadu, 6% already had a child or
were pregnant with their first child, which is almost the
same as in the fourth edition of the survey The govt
should increase the legal age for women’s marriage by
at least a year and offer sex education courses in
schools, Dr Gunasingh said. “Teen pregnancies are the
leading causes of death among girls aged 15-19 world-
wide,” shesaid.

Some doctors feel the surge is due to better report-
age of teen pregnancies. Newer legislation such as Poc-
so is aiding gynaecologists to register pregnancies
among teens and suggest termination or offerantenatal
care, said Dr S Vijaya, who heads the department of gy-
naecology at the ESI Medical College in K K Nagar. “We
need larger studies to analyse teen pregnancies to be
able to address the problems,” she said.

There is no data from Tamil Nadu yet, but medical
literature says stillbirths and newborn deaths are 50%
higher among infants born to adolescent mothers than
among those born to mothers aged 20-29, said Dr J Nir-
malson, who co-authored the study:

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
drug control administration
has revoked the licences of
36 retailers and wholesalers
across the state for selling
habit-forming drugs, opioid-
based formulations used for
anxiety or pain relief, and
antibiotics without bills and
valid prescriptions in bulk
quantities in 2024.

Additionally, more than
385 licences were suspended
for various violations, in-
cluding selling prescription
drugs over the counter, not
issuing bills, and selling
drugs without the presence
of chemists.

Such sales pose serious
risks, including the develop-
ment of antibiotic resist-
ance, drug addiction, ad-
verse drug reactions, and
masking underlying health
conditions, stated the state
drugcontroller, M N Sridhar.

“Yet, such sales are not
uncommon. Most bulk sales

happen online, making them
difficult to track,” he said.
However, during routine in-
spections, drug inspectors
found ome shops were re-
peatedly selling these drugs
to known customers without
bills or proper prescrip-
tions.

“Shops keep a count of
prescriptions they buy in
their log. Drug inspectors
question them when they see
amismatch in sales. In some
cases, chemists did not have
bills for 100 out of 500 such
drugs they sold,” he said.

Among those whose li-
cences were suspended, at
least 322 were retailers and
63 were wholesalers. In some
cases, inspectors have for-
warded complaints to the
joint director of health to
frame charges of quackery.

“Sometimes, chemists
give medicines based on
symptoms described by cus-
tomers. Thiscanbeadanger-
ous trend too,” he said. The
police, through their intelli-

Source: The Times of India, 4 January 2025, p.4

Drug controller files over 200 cases

Chennai: The TN drug control administration filed 226 cases
against manufacturers, dealers, wholesalers, and retailersin
2024 for various violations, including the sale of spurious and
substandard drugs, selling drugs above the maximum price, and

otherlapses.

The cases filed against drug manufacturers are serious and
arein various stages of legal action, Sridhar said. Additionally,
the state has filed 125 cases against pharmacists for not
maintaining prescription registers and 28 cases for the sale of
drugs under Schedule Hand H1 without a prescription. Another
156 cases have been filed for other lapses, including sales
without chemists and improper storage of drugs.

gence network, have also
caught shops selling drugs
without bills. Chemists ar-
gue that in most situations,
they sell prescription drugs
over the counter only to
known customers.

“We know a person is
buying a diabetic or hyper-
tensive drug regularly. In
that case, we may not ask for
a prescription. Or they may
move to another shop or buy
medicines online. However,
billing must be done to pre-

vent abuse,” said a senior
chemist who runs a shop in
West Mambalam.

“There may be a few ex-
ceptions, but most chemists
don’tintend to harm. If they
know thereisapossibility of
abuse they exercise re-
straint,” he said.

The TN druggists and
chemists association have
asked their members to en-
sure they do not violate the
Drug and Cosmetics Act, he
said.
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Vaccination in schools fails to
meet targets, disease risk up

Lack Of
Awareness A
Major Reason

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: At least three out
of ten children did not take
the vaccinations for tetanus
and diphtheria, which are gi-
venunder the immunisation
programme in schools to stu-
dentsaged10and16.

Additionally, fewer than
50% of students received the
second dose of the diphthe-
ria, pertussis, and tetanus
(DPT)vaccinegiven atsix ye-
ars of age. Cases of diphthe-
ria are already on the rise in
TN, and experts are warning
of a potential increase in ca-
ses of tetanus and pertussis
aswell.

In 2024, the state health
policy report mentioned the-

IMMUNISATION GAP

S

Target coverage
in 2024 in2023 | » The coverage
wasn't uniform in
DPT2dose | 935231 | 44% 5% all health districts
TDat10 10,63,099 61% 4% » Attur lowest
coverage for DPT
TDat16 | 1064031 | 64% 4% | 2nd dose at 8%,
> While pertussis and tetanus were not reported ;(TISP[I‘}‘I(EI%I)FI. Lc:jwest
in TN, there were seven diphtheria cases. T‘g s a
* Source TN-DPH

re was one recorded case of
diphtheria in 2023. However,
monthly reports from the di-
rectorate of public health in-
dicate that the state recorded
at least seven cases between
Jan and Nov 2024, with at le-
ast one case reported each
month since June. Some
children with the disease we-
reunder the age of 5.

Out of the 9.3 lakh stu-
dents due for the second dose
of the DPT vaccine, only 4.1
lakh (44%) of students were
administered the wvaccine.
Among nearly 10.5 lakh stu-
dents due for the TD vaccine

at 10, 6.3 lakh (61%) received
the vaccine, and out of 10.6
lakh people due for the vacci-
ne at 16 years, 6.8 lakh (64%)
took the vaccine.

“Thisis after an aggressi-
ve campaign throughout the
year,” said Dr T S Selvavinay-
agam,director, public he-
alth. The vaccination almost
stopped during the pande-
mic. In 2023, less than 5% of
school students took these
vaccines, and there were
backlogs in vaccination du-
ring the pandemic years too.

In such a scenario, the
threat of asurge will remain

high, said senior paediatrici-
an Dr S Balasubramanian,
former medical director at
the Kanchi Kamakoti Childs
Trust Hospital. “Booster do-
sesbuild individualand herd
immunity. For vaccines to
achieve herd immunity, the
coverage must be at least
80%,” hesaid.

The immunisation wing
states that several factors
contribute to low vaccina-
tion rates in schools. “As
children grow, many parents
assume they do not need vac-
cinations. Weare workingon
increasing awareness,” Dr
Selvavinagayam said. Until
Nov, the full vaccine covera-
ge for children under two ye-
ars old was around 85%—an
increase from 75% in 2023.

In addition, several stu-
dents hesitate to take vacci-
neseitherout of fear of need-
lesor because of peer pressu-
re. “There are also some stu-
dents who drop out of school
and become difficult to re-
ach,” hesaid.

Source: The Times of India, 8 January 2025, p.6

“T.N. govt. scheme helping in early detection of kidney diseases’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Health Minister Ma. Sub-
ramanian on Monday
said the State govern-
ment’s scheme - Sirunee-
ragam Kakkum Seermigu

Maruthuva Thittam
helped in early detection
of kidney diseases.

The scheme that was
launched in 2023 aimed
at screening persons, in-
cluding those in rural
areas, and identify kid-

Source: The Hindu, 28 January 2025, p.4
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ney diseases in the early
stage and facilitate treat-
ment, he said at Tamil-
nad Kidney Research
(TANKER) Foundation’s
32nd Annual Charity and
Awards Nite.

The Minister present-

ed awards on the occa-
sion.

V. Gururajan, post
transplant survivor who
underwent transplanta-
tion 32 years ago, deli-
vered ‘The Mr. S. V. Ven-
katesan and Mrs. Malathi

Venkatesan TANKER
Foundation = Memorial
Lecture’ on ‘Journey of a
Kidney Transplant Pa-
tient’ on the occasion.

M. Anandan, founder
and executive chairman,
Aptus Value Housing Fi-

nance Limited, Georgi
Abraham, founder-trus-
tee, TANKER Foundation
and Latha Kumaraswa-
mi, managing trustee,
TANKER Foundation
were present on the oc-
casion.



NACO report says large number of congenital
syphilis cases in T.N., officials deny numbers

Sankalak: Status of National AIDS and STD Response (2024), which was released in December 2024, says that in 2023-24, the number of newborn
babies diagnosed with the disease in TN. rose to 600. The State recorded 14 cases of congenital syphilis in 2020-21, 20 in 2021-22, and five in 2022-23

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

large number of ba-
Abies were diag-
nosed with congen-

ital syphilis in Tamil Nadu
in 2023-24 compared to
the previous years. It went
from five babies in 2022-23
to 600 in 2023-24, accord-
ing to a National AIDS Con-
trol Organisation (NACQ)
report. However, officials
of the Tamil Nadu State
AIDS Control Society said
this was a case of “data
error”.

Syphilis is one of the
most common sexually
transmitted infections. If
an infected pregnant wo-
man does not receive early
and effective treatment,
she can transmit the infec-

tion to her unborn infant,
according to the World
Health Organization
(WHO).

Data from NACO’s San-
kalak: Status of National
AIDS and STD Response
(2024) shows that 3,579 ba-
bies were found to have
congenital syphilis in India
in 2023-24 (the source of
the State-wise data was the
Health Management Infor-
mation System). Of this,
Karnataka accounted for
933 cases, followed by
Maharashtra with 836 and
Tamil Nadu with 600. In
fact, Tamil Nadu recorded
14 cases of congenital sy-
philis in 2020-21 and 20 in
2021-22. Of the 600 babies
diagnosed, only 111 were
treated.

Citing that the numbers
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NACO recommends that babies
exposed to syphilis be admitted
to a special neonatal intensive
care unit at birth. ISTocK

in NACO was a case of “da-
ta error”, a Tamil Nadu
State AIDS Control Society
official said: “According to
our linelist, only eight pos-
itive cases of congenital sy-
philis were recorded in
2023-24.” Though the re-
port was released on De-
cember 1, 2024 (World
AIDS Day), the officials ha-

e

Early detection of
syphilis in pregnant
women can prevent
mother-to-child
transmission. At primary
care facilities, antenatal
women are tested

for HIV and syphilis
HEALTH OFFICIAL

ven't flagged this “data er-
ror” with NACO to date.
NACO, in the report,
said syphilis exposure re-
quired regular follow-ups
to monitor for potential
complications. Infants
diagnosed with the disease
should receive appropriate
treatment  immediately,
with benzathine penicillin

G being the first-line treat-
ment. The ‘Elimination of
Vertical Transmission of
HIV and Syphilis (EVTHS)
Guidelines 2024’ recom-
mends that babies exposed
to syphilis be admitted to a
special neonatal intensive
care unit at birth, followed
by paediatric care at 14
weeks and later. As the way
forward, it asked the State
AIDS Control Societies to
collaborate with the State
National Health Mission to
achieve 100% coverage for
HIV and syphilis testing
among pregnant women,
linkages of infected wo-
men to EVTHS interven-
tions, and the care of ex-
posed infants.

However, sources in the
Health Department said
there was a shortage of

benzathine penicillin used
to treat syphilis and a shor-
tage of testing kits as well.
High-risk behaviour due to
lack of effective counsell-
ing was another concern.
A health official said the
higher number could be
due to increased diagnosis
too. “Early detection in
pregnant women could
prevent mother-to-child
transmission. At primary
care facilities, all antenatal
women are tested for HIV
and syphilis,” an official
said. A senior paediatrician
said in a newborn, scream-
ing/continuous crying and
irritability, inability to
move lower limbs, and ten-
derness of joints/lesion in
joints are the early clinical
signs and symptoms of
congenital syphilis.

Source: The Hindu, 27 January 2025, p.6

Health Dept. says HMPV is an old
circulating virus, as 2 cases emerge

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Health
Department has said the
human metapneumovi-
rus (HMPV) is an old cir-
culating virus, and does
not pose any major
health scare. It has ad-
ded that two cases have
been reported in the
State as of Monday. One
person in Chennai and
the other in Salem tested
positive for the infection,
Health Secretary Supriya
Sahu confirmed.

Their condition is sta-
ble and they are being
monitored, a depart-
mental release said. Ms.
Sahu said the depart-
ment had participated in
a meeting conducted by
the Union Health Minis-
try by video-conference.

Symptomatic care

The treatment for the in-
fection is symptomatic
and supportive. The
HMPYV is an already cir-
culating virus, first iden-
tified in 2001, and infec-
tions caused by it are

Source: The Hindu,71 January 2025, p.5

self-limiting and resolve
with symptomatic care,
including adequate hy-
dration and rest.

“There is no signifi-
cant surge in common
respiratory viral patho-
gens that have been de-
tected in the State,” the
release added.

The Union Health Mi-
nistry had also clarified
that the virus was stable
and there was no need to
panic. HMPYV is similar to
other respiratory infec-
tion. It can be prevented
by covering the mouth

TENVol. 11 Issue | | January 2025 | Page 50

and the nose while
sneezing/coughing,
washing hands, wearing
masks at crowded plac-
es, and reporting to a
health facility if need ar-
ises.

‘No need to panic’
“HMPV is typically self-
limiting and managea-
ble. There is no need to
panic. The department is
continuously monitoring
influenza-like illnesses
and severe acute respira-
tory illness closely,” the
release said.



“TN. govt. looks to take advanced scanning
facilities to all districts’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Health Minis-
ter Ma. Subramanian on
Thursday said the Tamil
Nadu government aimed
at taking advanced scan-
ning facilities to all dis-
tricts in the State.

At the annual confe-
rence of the Indian Radio-
logical and Imaging Asso-
ciation (IRIA), the Minister
said that equipment for
PET-CT scans, which
played a vital role in the
early detection of cancer,
were provided to seven go-
vernment medical college
hospitals in various re-
gions of the State, provid-
ing easy access to mem-
bers of the public.

Mr. Subramanian furth-
er said: “The government
is keen on taking these ad-
vanced facilities to the ru-
ral people, and the poor
and needy. We had provid-
ed 35 new digital X-ray ma-
chines to government hos-

pitals. Government
medical college hospitals
and headquarters hospi-
tals have 43 MRI scans and
136 CT scan facilities.”
Speaking about artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), Myls-
wamy Annadurai, former
director, Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (IS-
RO), pointed out that
while AI could augment
the work of radiologists, it
was not the substitute for
the nuance of judgment
and empathetic communi-

Source: The Hindu, 24 January 2025, p.5

Patients paid %511 cr for CT, MRI
scans in TN GHs in 5 yrs: RTI data

SARAVANAN MP @ Madurai

OVER 51121 crore were gener-
ated through CT and MRI scans
in government hospitals across
Tamil Nadu in the last five yvears.
Social activists raised a query as
to why such revenue generating
scan facilities were not installed
in the five government district
headquarter and medical college
hospitals at Theni and Kanniva-
kumari districts in Tamil Nadu.

Speaking to TIE, RT1 activist
Anandraj said, “An RTI query
was sent to Tamil Nadu Medical
Service Corporation and the re-
ports suggested that good reve-
nue was being generated through
CT and MRI scans.”

“In another RTI reply, officials
said that ¥6 to 7 crore was re-
quired to install one MRI facility
Is a patient expected to go to an-
other hospital with a MRI or CT
scan facility due to the lack of it
in district government head
quarters hospitals in Erode,

REVENUE FROM CT SCANS

2019-20 #5097 crore
2020-21 75290 crore
200- 78416 crare.
2022-13 T89.87 crore
20B-2% 296.77 crore
Total 1374.68 crore
| REVENUE FROM MRI SCANS |
2019-20 721.34 crore
2020-21 71510 crore
1021-22 113.83 crore
-1 1342 crore
2083-24 74182 crore
Total {136.52 crore
Total revenue 5121 crore

Pollachi, Pennagaram, Qoty, Met-
tur Dam, Cheyyar and Mana-
parai. The two medical college
hospitals in Kannivakumari and
Theni do not have MRI scan fa-
cilities,” Anandraj said.

cation, which were at the
heart of patient care.

Gurdeep Singh, newly
inducted president of
IRIA, said time would tell
whether Al was a boon or
bane for radiologists.

The IRIA will have
teaching and fellowship
programmes in Al for its
members in the future.

V.N. Varaprasad, presi-
dent, IRIA, C. Amarnath,
organising chairman, and
L. Murali Krishna, secre-
tary general, IRIA, spoke.

Former joint director (health
services) Dr T Jayapal said, “The
taluk-level implementation of
the MRI scan facility is being car-
ried out by the health depart-
ment, but it is time consuming. If
there are no facilities to conduct
surgeries or experts and special-
ists are not present, what is the
need for scan machines?”

Former GRH (Madurai) dean
Dr Rathinavel said, “MRI facility
is mostly useful for injuries and
surgeries in the fields of neurol-
ogy, spine, vascular systems and
brain. Hence, the scan facilities
are mostly present in super-spe-
cialty services division in major
hospitals. One must note that
apart from GRH, rest of the gov-
ernment medical colleges such as
those in Dindigul, Theni, Puduk-
kottai, Ramanathapuram, and
Virudhunagar districts do not
provide super-specialty services.
Patients suffering from these
kinds of ailments are directly re-
ferred to the GRH.”
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Source: The New Indian Express,
19 January 2025, p.6



In first assessment, T.N.s Idhayam
Kappom scheme found effective in
improving survival rates of patients

The govt. launched the initiative in 2023 to provide cardiac loading doses at PHCs/HSCs to prevent deaths due to cardiac

illness. Doctors took up secondary data analysis of 6493 patients covered under the scheme since its launch to August 2024

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI
n its first assessment
l of the State’s flagship
scheme Idhayam

Kappom, the Directorate
of Public Health and Pre-
ventive Medicine has
found that administering
cardiac loading doses to
patients with symptoms of
Acute Coronary Syndrome
(ACS) in Primary Health
Centres (PHC) and Health
Sub-Centres (HSC) before
referring them to higher
centres was effective in
improving the survival
rates of patients, especial-
ly those who reached a
higher facility within an
hour.

The State government
launched the initiative to
provide cardiac loading
doses (aspirin, clopidogrel
and atorvastatin) at PHCs/
HSCs to prevent deaths
due to cardiac illness, on
June 27, 2023.

To evaluate the out-
comes in patients who
showed up with chest pain
and received cardiac load-
ing dose at the primary
care setting, doctors at
Karpaga Vinayaga Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
and Research Centre and
DPH, took up secondary
data analysis of 6,493 pa-
tients covered under the
scheme from its launch to
August 2024. The findings
were published in an arti-
cle — A cross-sectional stu-
dy on the clinical profile of
patients with symptoms of

Impact assessment

A study was taken up to evaluate the outcomes in patients who had presented with chest pain
and received cardiac loading doses at Primary Health Centres and Health Sub-Centres under the
Idhayam Kappom Thittam. A look at the findings

[ ]
- L
/]

NUMBER OF PATIENTS

EVALUATED: ‘
6,493 )
50. 6“/0

were aged 45 to 60 ofs,

32%
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SYMPTOMS

4,965
(76.5%) had
chest pain

708
(10.9%) had
palpitations

428
(6.6%]) had
pain radiating

B

Diagnosis at
secondary
and tertiary
care facilities

= Of the 6,493
people who
received the
cardiac loading

to neck/jaw/ dose and
were aged over 60 arm/shoulder were referred
O to higher
facilities, 5,846
& H248 pmon 2 2uue | Odwse e
- (after referral during transit (from diagnosed with
97.7‘% and treatment primary care facility myocardial
2 245 of patients at secondary/ to secondary/ infarction, 647
Ll were alive tertiary care tertiary care facility ~ (10%) had
women and stable facilities) while being referred)  gastritis

Source: A cross-sectional study on the clinical profile of patients with symptoms of acute coronary syndrome who received
loading dose at primary care facilities under Idhayam Kappom Thittam, published in the Tamil Nadu Journal of Public

Health and Medical Research

Acute Coronary Syndrome
(ACS) who received loading
dose at primary care facili-
ties under Idhayam Kap-
pom Thittam Scheme in Ta-
mil Nadu — in the latest
edition of the Tamil Nadu
Journal of Public Health
and Medical Research.

One of the authors, T.S.
Selvavinayagam, Director
of Public Health and Pre-
ventive Medicine, said this
was a preliminary analysis
and they planned to fol-
low-up on the outcomes of
interventions in the future.

Demographic data of
the study population

Source: The Hindu, 25 January 2025, p.9

showed that most of the
patients were men (4,248
persons) and almost half of
them were aged 45 to 60
years (2,137 men and 1,148
women).

Symptoms-wise, 76.5%
(4,964) of the persons re-
ported to the primary care
facilities with chest pain,
followed by palpitations in
10.9% and pain radiating to
the neck/jaw/arm/shoulder
in 6.6% of the patients.

Once a patient reports
to a PHC/HSC with symp-
toms of ACS, he/she will be
referred for ECG followed
by a telephonic consulta-

tion with the district nodal
cardiologist. Following
this, emergency cardiac
loading dose is given and
the patient is referred to se-
condary/tertiary care facil-
ities for further
management.

The analysis found that
at the higher centres, 90%
of the patients (5,846) were
diagnosed with myocardial
infarction, while 10% (647)
had gastritis.

Evaluating the out-
comes, the authors found
that 97.7% of the patients
(6,346) were alive and sta-
ble, while 2.2% (143) died
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and 0.1% (4) died during
transit.

Co-morbidities

Of the study population,
43.6% had hypertension
and 21.5% had diabetes.
The study found that pa-
tients who had diabetes
had a mortality of 3.2% as
against those without dia-
betes (1.9%). Those who
had diabetes for over 10
years had a mortality of
12.5%, while those who
had it for less than a year
had a mortality of 1.8%. A
previous history of coron-
ary artery disease was as-
sociated with a considera-
bly higher mortality of
6.4% compared to those
who did not, whose mor-
tality rate was 2%.

A critical factor ob-
served was the time taken
to reach the referral facili-
ty — those who reached
within 60 minutes (of
acute chest pain) had a
better survival rate than
those delayed by more
than 60 minutes with a
mortality rate of 6.1%, the
study said. It drew atten-
tion to the “golden hour”
in managing acute myo-
cardial infarction. The av-
erage time taken for the
cardiac loading dose was
13.09 minutes and that ta-
ken to transfer patients to
a secondary/tertiary care
centre was 46.25 minutes.

The authors said the
study affirmed the effec-
tiveness of early cardiac
intervention at PHCs un-
der the scheme.



In Past 5 Years, CMDA Has Approved 20 New Hospitals, Ranging From 4 To 12 Floors, In Core Areas Of City
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politan Development Authority has approved 20
new hospitals, ranging from4 to 12 floors, in core
areas such as Adyar, T Nagar, Alwarpet, and rap-
idly developing ones such as Kovilambakkam
and Avadi-Poonamallee High Road.

The health department doesn’t have an ex-
act number, but officials say there are 4,000
hospitals with 10,000-12,000 beds. “There is a
need for more,” said Dr Prasanth Rajagopalan,
founder-director of MGM Healthcare which is
constructing a 400-bed facility in Alwarpet and
has planned another three acres at Perungala-
thur on GST Road.

Chennai, like Mumbai, is looking at vertical
development, with administrators pushing for
further relaxation in FSIrules. “Our hospital has
two bunkers for radiation, two basements with
stacked car parks, and a mechanised car park
that can accommodate 254 cars,” said Dr Arun
Muthuvel. Some, like Medway Hospitals, which
are looking at less than 100 beds, are converting
existing buildings to hospitals. “We have taken
over a building close to our hospital in Mogappair
and are working to convert it into an 85-bed hos-
pital from the existing 40-bed facility,” said
chairman Dr T Palaniappan. =

Developers and medical experts
point to a demand for geriatric ser-
vices in areas such as Thiruvanmiyur,
Mylapore, Kotivakkam, Velachery and
Perungudi and for maternity hospitals
in Thoraipakkam and Sholinganallur
where the young, especially guest
workers, are concentrated. “With
residential development surging in
North Chennai, there is a captive de-
mand for quality healthcare,” said
property consultant Anarock (Chen-
nai) director Sanjay Chugh.

“In coming years, each satellite
area will have a multi-speciality hos-
pital,” said K V Ramana Shetty, who
has been in the hospital construction
segment for two decades.

-
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Environment

Assembly passes Bill
to amend Tamil Nadu
Forest Act, 1882

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Assemb-
ly on Saturday passed a
Bill to further amend the
Tamil Nadu Forest Act,
1882, to expedite the pro-
cess of allotting compen-
satory afforestation lands
as reserved forests.

The Bill was moved by
Forest  Minister K.
Ponmudy.

It said the procedures
prescribed in Section 4 to
16 of the Tamil Nadu For-
est Act, 1882 (Tamil Nadu
Act V of 1882) for declar-
ing any land as reserved
forest (same as protected
forest) were elaborate
and time consuming and
the government has de-
cided to make a special
provision on the lines of
Section 16A of the Act.

He explained that whe-

never any forest land was
used for non-forest pur-
poses, the user agency
should provide specific
extent of land for the pur-
pose of compensatory af-
forestation.

“Further, as per the
guidelines issued on Ja-
nuary 24, 2023, by the
Government of India on
the accredited compen-
satory afforestation, the
said compensatory affor-
estation land should be
declared as protected
within the time frame,”
he said.

The Bill also seeks to
delegate powers of the
government to issue noti-
fication under Section 16
of the said Act to an offic-
er of the Revenue depart-
ment not below the rank
of District Collector by
amending Section 65 of
the Act.

Source: The Hindu, 12 January 2025, p.10

TNPCB survey finds
marginal increase
in air pollution level

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB) re-
ported a slight increase in
air pollution during the
Bhogi festival on January
13.

The TNPCB conducted
24-hour air quality surveys
across all 15 zones of Grea-
ter Chennai.

During Bhogi - from 8
a.m. on January 12 to 8
a.m. on January 13 - the Air
Quality Index (AQI) ranged
between 92 and 177 across
Chennai, with an overall
AQI classification of “satis-
factory to moderate”.

This was higher than
the AQI on January 9 and
10, when it ranged from 45
to 74, which was consi-
dered “good to
satisfactory.”

Clears by mid-day
Favorable weather condi-
tions helped clear the
smog by mid-day.
However, by 5.30 p.m.
on January 12, pollution le-

The Air Qualitv Index
ranged between 92
and 177 across the
city during Bhogi,
with an overall

AQI classification

of ‘satisfactory
to moderate’

vels were still higher in
areas like Kodungaiyur,
Manali, and Perungudi, ac-
cording to the Sameer air
quality monitoring app by
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board.

In comparison, during
the Bhogi celebrations in
2024, air quality levels
dipped to “poor” levels.

The AQI reached a mini-
mum of 131 (moderate) at
Anna Nagar and a maxi-
mum of 270 (poor) at
Valasaravakkam.

This led to the resche-
duling of flights at Chennai
Airport.

The poor air quality and
smog were believed to be
caused by high humidity
and low wind speeds.

Source: The Hindu, 14 January 2025, p.4
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283 areas in Nilgiris district landslide-prone

Three collectors submit affidavits before NGT; slope stabilisation measures implemented on key NH roads in Nilgiris

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

A nine-member technical ex-
pert committee has identified
283 locations in the Nilgiris dis-
trict prone to landslides due to
the heavy rainfall during the
southwest and northeast mon-
soons, revealed an affidavit
submitted on Friday by the Nil-
giris collector Lakshmi Bhavya
Tanneeru before the southern
bench of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). The commit-
tee was constituted to carry out
the study in Nilgiris district
and approve road-widening
projects only after stringent
evaluation, it said.
Thejudicial body had sought
reports from the district ad-
ministrations of Nilgiris,
Dindigul and Coimbatore in
the aftermath of the Wayanad
landslide tragedy that claimed
254 lives and injured several

others in Kerala on July 30.

To prevent landslides and
soil erosion in the Nilgiris —
known for its hilly terrain and
ecological fragility — the ad-
ministration has implemented
slope stabilisation technigues,
including soil nailing, on key
roads such as the Coonoor-Met-
tupalayvam stretch of NH 67
(now NH 181). Similar meas-
ures were adopted on state
highways, including eritical lo-
cations along the Ooty-Kota-
giri-Mettupalayam route. Be-
sides eompleted projects, new
works are in progress under
the Comprehensive Road Infra-
structure Development Pro-
gramme (CRIDP) 2024-25, flood
restoration initiatives, and spe-
cial repair schemes. The gov-
ernment has allocated funds,
with preparatory estimates in
progress for additional loca-
tions, mentioned the affidavit.

A further complicating fac-

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 January 2025, p.4

tor to all the efforts is encroach-
ment. In the Nilgiris, encroach-
ments in Wellington Town were
removed in March 2023, and ac-
tions were taken to identify and
clear illegal structures in areas
such as Burliar, Marapalam,
Mel Gudalur, and Thorapalli.
The administration is working
closely with local authori-

ties to ensure compli-
ance with the Tamil
Nadu Municipalities
(Hill Stations) Build-

ing Rules, 1993, which
restrict building
heights to seven metres
and prohibit high-rise
structures, according to the
affidavit.

Meanwhile, in Coimbatore
district, landslides and rock-
falls are recurrent during mon-
soon periods along the Pollachi
to Valparai road section, be-
tween Aliyar and Valparai re-
gion, said a highways division-

ey

-

alengineer. “It is imperative to
know the geological and geo-
morphological conditions of
the road corridor, rockfall
zones, landslide-prone loca-
tions and the identification of
vulnerable places to implement
slope stability measures along
the Pollachi-Valparai road from
Aliyar to Valparai corridor,” he
said and requested to get
the data in this regard
from Geology Depart-
ment for flood mitigation
work.
As the road corridor
falls under a reserve for-
est, the highways department
has requested the deputy direc-
tor of Anamalai Tiger Reserve
(ATR) in Pollachi to grant per-
mission to carry out the reme-
dial measures suggested by the
Geological Survey of India.
As per the affidavit submit-
ted by Coimbatore collector
Kranti Kumar Patti, a proposal

was pending before the princi-
pal chief conservator of Forest
and chief wildlife warden.
“Since landslide is the major is-
sue in the Western Ghats, par-
ticularly in Valparai, the dis-
trict has decided to take up the
landslide survey throughout
Valparai,” the collector said.

Similarly, in Kodaikanal
taluk of Dindigul district, 15
places were identified as vul-
nerable based on landslide his-
tory and inundation, including
Savarikkadu, Dumdum Parai,
Palani Road, Gurusadi, Man-
jampatti, Keelamalai Kulam
and Kallakinaru Odai

While in the Palani division,
the Kodai-Palani ghat road —
comnecting Kodaikanal hill sta-
tion with Palani pilgrim centre
— is prone to small earth slips
and immediate measures are
being taken. The bench posted
the next hearing for February
19.

City air quality improved by 43%o, says report

Average PM2.5 level dropped from 49 pg/m3in 2017 to 28 pg/m3 last year; lack of monitoring stations still a concern

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

CHENNAI may have made
progress in its fight against air
pollution, as per an analysis by
environmental think tank En-
viroCatalysts. The report states
that the city's annual average
PM2 5 levels have dropped from
49 pg/m3 in 2017, the baseline
year for the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP), to 28 pg/
m3 in 2024, marking a 43% im-
provement in air quality How-
ever, insufficient monitoring
stations and data gaps continue
to raise concerns.

Ideally, a city of Chennai’s
size should have 30 continuous
ambient air quality monitoring
stations (CAAQMS). However,
itcurrently has only nine. Only
seven of these nine stations
had data for the full year of
2024. The remaining two in En-
nore and Manali, both indus-
trial regions, didn’t have data
for nine and seven months
respectively.

The analysis also reveals un-
even progress across Chennai’s
neighbourhoods. Alandur Bus

- s

Acloud of dust rises from damaged portion of PH Road at Velappanchavadi| e jswaee

Depot reported the highest an-
nual PM2.5 concentration at 45
pg/m3, while Kodungaiyur re-
corded the lowest at 13 pg/ma3.
Four stations reported concen-
trations at or below 25 pg/ma3,
meeting India’s National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS), which set the annual
PM2.5 limit at 40 pg/ma3.

With this, however, Chennai
has achieved the NCAP’s set
goal of reducing pollution lev-
els by 40% by 2024. Experts be-

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 January 2025, p.7

lieve the city must now target
WHO's interim standard of 15
pg/m3 and eventually strive for
the guideline value of 5 pg/m3
to ensure healthier air for its
residents.

Sunil Dahiya, founder of En-
viroCatalysts, said, “No doubt
Chennai has made some
progress, but these numbers do
not represent the entire city
since the number of CAAQMS
are less compared to other met-
ro cities. But given the chal-

concentration in Chennai
Year (pg/m3)
2007 |
018 | I 3
00 | O
2020 | I 11
2021 | I
2027 | 1
2023 | I 0
2024 | I 70

lenges posed by industrial
emissions, vehicular pollution,
and high levels of fuel combus-
tion, these results are remark-
able, and being a coastal city
helps as pollutants get dis-
persed quickly.” Dahiva point-
ed out that cities like Delhi,
which struggle with annual
PM2.5 levels nearing 100 pg/
ma3, can learn from Chennai's
efforts.

He added that better progress
could be achieved through
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stricter industrial emission
standards, modernisation of
public transportation, and a
transition away from fossil fu-
els in the energy and transport
sectors. These measures could
help Chennai meet WHO's in-
terim and long-term air quality
targets.

Prabhakaran Veerarasu of
Poovulagin Nanbargal, howev-
er, warned against removing
Chennai from the NCAP list,
arguing that doing so could dis-
ruptthe flow of resources criti-
cal for further improvement,
such as air quality monitoring
infrastructure and pollution
control initiatives. Prabhaka-
ran said the government must
continue financing air quality
management programmes and
expand the network of moni-
toring stations to ensure com-
prehensive and accurate data
collection. He highlighted
Chennai’s unigue opportunity
to become the first Indian city
to meet WHO air quality guide-
lines by 2030, given its geo-
graphical advantages and cur-
rent progress.



Tamil Nadu to
host climate
summit 3.0

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu De-
partment of Environment
and Climate Change will hold
Climate Summit 3.0 in Feb to
promote climate literacy and
raise public awareness about
climate change. As part of the
initiative, a mascot design
contest has been launched to
encourage youth participa-
tion.

The contest is open to
school and college students
across Tamil Nadu. Participa-
nts are tasked with designing a
mascot that reflects environ-
mental sustainability, innova-
tion, and ecological awareness.

The winner will receive a
cash prize of %1 lakh and will
be honored during the sum-
mit. Additionally, five conso-
lation prizes of %10,000 each
will be awarded.

Submissions can be made
by scanning the QR code on
the official websites environ-
ment.tn.gov.in and tnclimate-
changemission.in or via
email to mas-
cotcem@gmail.com by Jan 10.

Source: The Times of India, 2 January 2025, p.3

TN bans conocarpus
species citing health,
environmental concerns

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
banned Conocarpus tree spe-
cies due to environmental and
health concerns. The state
govt recently directed the fo-
rest department to spread
awareness about the negative
impact and replace existing
trees with native alternatives.
The ban covers raising, culti-
vatingand selling the species.

Environment, climate
change and forests secretary P
Senthil Kumar issued a letter
to the principal chief conser-
vator of forests (PCCF), outli-
ningtheban. The orderdirects
PCCF to halt the planting of
conocarpus on govt and forest
land, near residential zones,
hotels, resorts and educatio-
nal and medical institutions.
“It is observed that humans
contract illnesses such as the
common cold, cough, asthma
and allergies when its pollen
spreads across surrounding
areas. Many cases of pollen al-
lergies were reported during
the flowering season,” the offi-
cialsaid. Earlier,the PCCF,ina
communication to the govt,
pointed out research findings
on the negative impacts of the
species on environment and
health.

Govt has also mandated re-
moval and replacement of co-
nocarpus trees in public spa-
cesbylocalbodies. Thedistrict
greencommittee isauthorised
to grant blanket permissions
for this process. The PCCF has
been instructed to halt the rai-
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File Photo

CONOCARPUS LANCEFOLIUS

sing and importation of cono-
carpus saplings, both within
the state and from other states.
He has been directed to stop
the sale of thisexotic species.

Conocarpus is a popular
landscaping choice in some
parts of India due to its resili-
ence and year-round green co-
ver. It thrives in diverse soil
and climatic conditions, ma-
king it suitable for road medi-
ans and public gardens. Govt's
decision stems from numero-
us adverse reports concerning
the species.

The PCCF has been told to
advise various departments
through the forest department
and district green committee
to remove conocarpus trees
from their land. The district
green committee is responsib-
le for educating the public,
nurseries, and individuals in
this regard. The govt offers
free native saplings to indivi-
dualsand institutionstorepla-
ce existing conocarpus trees.
Those seeking replacements
can contact the forest depart-
ment or green Tamil Nadu
mission through atoll-free hel-
pline (1800-599-7634) or the
‘GTMPlantaTree’ mobileapp.

Source: The Times of India, 23 January 2025, p.6



Monsoon to leave TN only after celebrating Pongal; moderate rain expected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE northeast monsoon is ex-
pected to withdraw after Pon-
gal,and the state is expected to
receive moderate rain till then,
especially after January 7.
Additional director general
of Meteorology atthe Regional
Meteorological Centre (RMC) S
Balachandran said Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and Kara-
ikal region recorded 1,179 mm

of rainfall in 2024, marking a
27% increase (143 mm) from
last year's 1,036 mim.

Cyclonic activity over the
Arabian sea and Bay of Bengal
was lower, with four cyclones -
Remal, Asna, Dana, and Fengal
- compared to six (Mocha, Ha-
moon, Midhili, Biparjoy,
Michaung and Tej) in 2023.
However, widespread rain
lashed Tamil Nadu between
December 11-14 due to a deep
depression, he said.
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Source: The New Indian Express, 1 January 2025, p.4

District-wise, Tirunelveli
was battered by rains, making
it the only district to register
an excess of 100% in 2024, The
district experienced 265 % high-
er rainfall during the south-
west monsoon and 67% during
the northeast monsoon.

A total of 27 districts re-
ceived excess rain while 12 ex-
perienced near normal rain for
the year.

The heightened activity of
casterly waves from October to

December and the presence of
the Madden-Julian Oscillation
(MJO) contributed to the in-
creased rain. This year’s north-
east monsoon began on Octo-
ber 15, a day earlier than that in
2023. Last year, the withdrawal
was on January 14. Extended
forecasts suggest continued
rain, especially after January
7, driven by active easterly
winds. Due to this, the with-
drawal is expected to be after
Pongal, Balachandran added.

RMC plans to scale up its observation network

The Regional Meteorological Centre, Chennai, is preparing to equip itself with an additional observation network to improve the precision

of forecasts under ‘Mission Mausam’, owing to growing challenges. It looks to add wind profilers at various locations in south India, says official

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Regional Mete-
T orological Centre
(RMC), Chennai,

which serves as the head-
quarters for weather ser-
vices in southern States
and two Union Territories,
will strengthen its observa-
tion network across south
India.

The RMC has come a
long way since its incep-
tion as an astronomical ob-
servatory in 1792. It has ex-
panded its horizon and
improved weather services
over the decades. It later
became a part of the India
Meteorological — Depart-
ment (IMD), which is com-
pleting 150 years on Janu-
ary 15.

Given the growing chal-
lenges in weather forecasts
owing to climate change
and global warming, the

RMC is preparing to equip
itself with an additional ob-
servation network to im-
prove precision of its fore-
casts under ‘Mission
Mausam’.

S. Balachandran, Addi-
tional Director-General of
Meteorology, Chennai,
said the RMC was planning
to install wind profilers at
various locations in south
India, including Kozhi-
kode, RMC Chennai, Ama-
ravati, Hyderabad, Benga-
luru and
Thiruvananthapuram.

The equipment would
use radio or sound waves
to detect wind speed and
direction at various eleva-
tions in the atmosphere.

The RMC would also
add a minimum of four ra-
diosonde stations, and pi-
lot balloon observatories
in Kozhikode, Bengaluru,
Salem and Kanniyakumari,
for upper air observations.

Source: The Hindu,91 January 2025, p.3

Tracing origins: Structures erected in 1792 at the astronomical

observatory, now RMC. It later became a part of the IMD. FILE PHOTO

Tamil Nadu, which has
four radars, would soon
get two more in Salem and
Kanniyakumari. “We have
signed a memorandum of
understanding with South-
ern Railway to set up auto-
matic rain gauges in Palani

and Thoothukudi,” Mr. Ba-
lachandran added.

The RMC’s genesis dates
to a private observatory
started by William Petrie at
his house in Egmore in
1786. A 15-foot granite pil-
lar in the rear of the RMC’s

Nungambakkam office
stands testament to esta-
blishment of first astro-
nomical observatory by
the East India Company
and Charles Oakley, the
then Governor of Madras.
The pillar has inscriptions
in Tamil, Telugu and Urdu
on the purpose of the ob-
servatory, and in memory
of its architect Michael
Topping.

History trail

Tracing the history of the
RMC, Mr. Balachandran
said that its primary pur-
pose was to promote
knowledge in astronomy. It
later expanded to weather
services.

A site for an observatory
was initially identified in
Vepery in 1789, and the in-
crease in real estate prices
led to finding two other
places in Luz and Nungam-
bakkam. It was finally shift-
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ed to Nungambakkam in
1792.

“We still have records of
cyclones from 1639 and re-
cords of cyclones in Ara-
bian sea in a book on cy-
clone memoirs from 1648
to 1889. 1t is said that fore-
cast centres functioned at
Avadi and shifted to St.
Thomas Mount in 1944 to
cater to Royal Air Force
during the Second World
War. The RMC shifted to
Nungambakkam campus
in 1948..,” he said.

Pointing out that RMC
had records of extreme
weather events in October
1846 in then Madras, he
said it was preparing to
meet the challenges posed
by climate change and vag-
aries of monsoon rainfall,
growing demands for im-
pact-based early warning
systems and localised fore-
casts with improved weath-
er models.



T.N. coastal authority nod for
Kalaignar Convention Centre

The Hindu Bureau
CHEMNNAI

The Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone
Management Authority (TNSCZMA)
has approved the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) clearance for the Kalaig-
nar Convention Centre in Muttuka-
du, ECR.

The project will cover 1,48,454
square metres of land, with 47,658
square metres dedicated to build-
ings. It will feature a 1,500-seat con-
vention hall, a 1,000-seat auditori-
um, and a 4,000-person exhibition
hall, along with landscaped open
spaces, dining areas, and parking for
4,000 vehicles. The estimated cost is
%525 crore, and the project propo-
nent is the Public Works
Department.

The land is split into CRZ-III and
non-CRZ areas. Of the total, 24,767
square metres lies within CRZ-III
(200 m to 500 m from the High Tide
Line), where no development will
occur; this area will remain a no-de-
velopment zone for green belt deve-
lopment. The remaining 1,23,687
square metres is outside the CRZ.

Key recommendations
The TNSCZMA’s approval includes
several key recommendations.

The proposed 250 KLD sewage
treatment plant (STP) should be re-
sized to align with the actual water
demand, as the original design was
seen as too large. The wastewater
management plan must also be re-
vised to meet environmental stan-
Source: The Hindu, 19 January 2025, p.4

dards. The Authority, in a meeting
held on January 7, 2025, stressed the
need for effective waste manage-
ment, including segregation of bio-
degradable and non-biodegradable
waste on-site, and prohibiting the
disposal of waste into the sea. It also
suggested reducing single-use plas-
tics and partnering with a private en-
tity for waste segregation.

In terms of energy, the TNSCZMA
recommended installing solar pa-
nels on 50% of the roof, with excess
power fed into the Tamil Nadu Elec-
tricity Board grid. The project
should also explore renewable ener-
gy sources and use energy-efficient
materials, smart lighting, and natu-
ral ventilation.

To prevent water stagnation, the
building’s plinth height should align
with the High Tide Line, and access
to the beach must remain unob-
structed. The proponent should also
enhance rainwater harvesting and
submit a detailed water conservation
plan.

The proponent has pledged 5
crore for health initiatives in nearby
villages. Further approvals from the
Directorate of Town and Country
Planning and the Tamil Nadu Pollu-
tion Control Board are required be-
fore construction begins, along with
guarterly environmental reports
during the project’s life cycle.

The TNSCZMA has recommended
the project proposal to the State En-
vironment Impact Assessment Auth-
ority, which will issue the final clea-
rance for the project.
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TN sees drop in Olive Ridley nests

Only 343 Nests, Lowest Recorded; Wildlife Authorities, Conservationists Worried

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: For the first time in
25 years, Tamil Nadu has re-
corded a sharp decline in Oli-
ve Ridley sea turtle nests
along its coast, raising con-
cerns among wildlife authori-
ties and conservationists. On-
ly 343 nests were identified
across the state, the lowest in
recorded history. Officials at-
tribute the decline to human-
induced threats, which are in-
creasingly jeopardising turtle
survival.

Wildlife officials report
that more than 1,000 dead Oli-
ve Ridleys washed ashore on
the Chennai coast alone, sig-
nificantly affecting nest sigh-
tings and egg collection ef-
forts. Along the Chennai co-
astline, stretching from Puli-
cat to Kovalam, only 31 nests

|| R Ramesh Shankar
—

\

IN LAST YEARS
| azoa | 20212 | 2023 ]
Total

hatcheries 4 large | 4Large | 4 Large

Total nests 387 490 430

Totaleggs | 41,326 | 55713 | 42,650
36,686 46,755 5,300

CONCERNING: More than 20 Olive Ridley
turtles were found dead near Kovalam Beach.
Volunteers carried out the burial of the turtles
on the outskirts of Chennai on Saturday

were recorded, yvielding 2,778
eggs since the nesting season
beganonJanl.

Oneof themajor threats is
from large deep-sea fishing
nets, some weighing up to 10
tonnes, that entangle turtles
leading to fatalities. The un-

Source: The Times of India, 27 January 2025, p.4

Record 350 turtles wash ashore
dead in 2025, experts alarmed

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

WITH bulging eyes and swol-
len necks, carcasses of en-
dangered Olive Ridley turtle
have been floating in the open
sea, off Chennai. More than
350 dead turtles have beached
up ashore between the Mari-
na and Kovalam in just 15
days, marking a record
number of deaths in the last
two decades, said sources.

Neither the forest depart-
ment nor the fisheries or
coast guard authorities have
definite answers on the cause
of these deaths. Moreover,
the forest staff are allegedly
burying the carcasses with-
out conducting postmortem,
sources said. The Students
Sea Turtle Conservation Net-
work (SSTN), which works
from Marina to Neelankarai,
hasrecorded 161 turtle deaths
as of January 13. From
Neelankarai to Kovalam,
Tree Foundation has report-
ed close to 200 turtle deaths.
The number keeps increas-
ing in the multiples of 10 dai-
1y, sources said.

Rajiv Rai, a resident of In-
jambakkam, has recorded 37
turtle deaths in the past few
days in his area alone. On
Wednesday, he reported the
death of eight turtles in a
short stretch of 300 metres at
Injambakkam.

Supraja Dharini, founder
of Tree Foundation, said, “Af-
ter Christmas, many of our
fishermen volunteers have
startedreporting a lot of dead
turtles floating in the open
sea. A majority of these tur-
tles have died due to drown-
ing. Bulging eyes and swollen
necks are the visible signs.
This predominantly happens
when they get entangled in
trawl nets and gill nets.”
Multiple sources that TNIE
spoke to drew a correlation
between the sudden spike in
turtle deaths to bumper catch
of squid and cuttlefish. There
is a suspicion that these tur-
tles might have got entangled
in the squid nets, which are

——

" .

As many as eight Olive Ridley turtles had beached on a 300-metre stretch on
the shores of Injambakkam in Chennaion Wednesday afternoon | kevimwasnon

Spike in deaths may be
linked to catch of squid

Multiple sources that TNIE
spoke to drew a correlation
between the spike in deaths to
bumper catch of squid and
cuttlefish. These turtles might
have got entangled in the squid
nets laid 3 nautical miles from
shore in the evening and
harvested the next momning

laid three nautical miles from
shore in the late evening and
harvested the next morning.
“Usunally fishermen net 25 kg
of squid per trip, but this
time they have caught up to
100 kg. To hold such quality
fishermen must have in-
creased the bottom weight to
keep the net intact. If a turtle
is entangled at night, there is
no way it can survive till
morning,” a source said.
The forest department can-
not bury the carcasses with-
outconducting a postmortem
since the Olive Ridley turtle
being a schedule-1 species is
safeguarded under the Wild-
life (Protection) Act. “How-
ever, forest staff are only bur-
ying the carcasses on the

spot,” said Rai, who isalsoa
member of the Madras Natu-
ralists Society

State Wildlife Board mem-
ber Shravan Krishnan, who
is also a volunteer at SSTN,
said, “With the help of coast
guards and fisheries, we need
to identify the hotspots and
breeding grounds and protect
them. It should begin as early
as September when the tur-
tles arrive for mating.”

“Only 20% of dead turtles
are believed to wash ashore.
So, the actual number of
deaths would be much high-
er,” he added.

Supraja Dharani also al-
leged poor enforcement of
ban on trawling within 8 km
during turtle breeding sea-
son. “We see trawl boats
sweeping the ocean floor as
close as 2-3 km,” she said.
Chennai Wildlife Warden
Manish Meena acknowledged
that the numbers were alarm-
ing, but pegged the figure to
be around 200. “My staff
found 150-200 carcasses. 1
have requested Madras Vet-
erinary College and Ad-
vanced Institute of Wildlife
Conservation to send their
teams to conduct a postmor-
tem on fresh carcasses. Most
of the carcasses that are
found are at least 34 days old
and decomposed.”
When contacted, Chief Secre-
tary N Muruganandam said,
“The government is examin-
ing the issue in consultation
with the organisations
concerned.”

checked use of squid nets po-
ses another serious hazard .
Despite regulations, the fishe-
ries department failed to mo-
nitor violations effectively; le-
ading to an increase in turtle
deaths along the Chennai co-
ast,

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 January 2025, p.2

The fisheries department
attributed this to fishermen
from Cuddalore, saying they

frequently  deploy these
harmful nets. However, con-
servationists argue that such
finger-pointing does little to
implement effective solutions
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and address the underlying
problem.

Chennai Wildlife Warden
Manish Meena said his team
and the fisheries department
conducted a patrol from Kasi-
medu to Tiruvanmiyur and
found 24 trawlers fishing wit-
hintherestricted five nautical
milesof theshore. Notices we-
re issued toall violators for pe-
nalaction, he said.

Experts stress the urgent
need for proactive measures
to protect nesting habitats
and reduce human-induced
risks. Stricter enforcement of
regulations and better aware-
ness among the fishing com-
munity is essential. They
warn that without coordina-
ted efforts, the survival of Oli-
ve Ridley turtles — critical to
the marine ecosystem — will
remain in jeopardy.



More than 500 sea turtles

OppiliP&
Asha Prakash | Tnn

Chennai: More than 500 dead
sea turtles were discovered
along Chennai’s coastline in
the past 15 days, from the Ma-
rina to Kovalam and Pulicat,
with most of the deaths su-
spected tobedue todrowning.
Thenumbers haveraised con-
cerns among conservatio-
nists about the impact of fis-
hing practices on these en-
dangered creatures.

Sea turtle conservationist
Supraja Dharini identified
unchecked gillnet fishing by

ALARMING: Sea turtle conservationist Supraja Dharini noted that

many of the carcasses displayed signs consistent with drowning, such

as bulging eyes and swollen necks

commercial boats and the use
of squid nets as the primary
culprits. She said that turtles,

which need to surface every
40to 45 minutes to breathe, of-
ten get caught in these nets

and dragged underwater for
prolonged periods, leading to
oxygen depletion and death.
Dharini noted that many of
the carcasses displayed signs
consistent with drowning,
such asbulging eyes and swol-
len necks.

Volunteers from the Stu-
dents Sea Turtle Conserva-
tion Network (SSTCN), who
have been actively monito-
ring the situation through
turtle walks, reported 185 de-
ad turtles between Marina
and Neelankarai since Jan 1.
SSTCN volunteer G Abishek
said most of the carcasses

lacked external injuries, rein-
forcing the theory of drow-
ning as the primary cause of
death.

The issue is further com-
pounded by gaps in aware-
ness among fishermen on
trawl boats, many of whom
come from other states and
are unfamiliar with conser-
vation practices. While local
Tamil fishermen have been
trained to safeguard Olive
Ridley turtles, Dharini said
that these workers often prio-
ritisemaximising their catch,
disregarding the impact on
marine life.

found dead along Chennai coast

Chennai Wildlife Warden
Manish Meena said many car-
casses were in an advanced
state of decomposition, comp-
licating necropsy examina-
tions to determine the exact
cause of death. He said that
some turtles likely drowned
far from the coastline and we-
re washed ashore dayslater.

Inresponse, wildlife offici-
als and the fisheries depart-
ment have launched aware-
ness programmes for fisher-
men in areas such as Ennore
and Besant Nagar, with plans
to extend these initiatives to
Kovalam.

Source: The Times of India, 17 January 2025, p.2

Tamil Nadu Wildlife Officials’ Efforts To Rewild An Elephant Calf Brings To Light The Need
For More Research On Herd Behaviour And Artificial Feeding Protocols

Orphaned, rescued,
—.— then rejected by its own

TALK BACK

Last man standing’ (Dec 26) by
Vinothk Non the y
celebrations of CPI leader R
Nallakannu

A fading flame?

was moved when reading about the

struggles Nallakannu faced in
preserving the Communist movement.
Leaders such as Nallakannu, Kakkan and
Jayaprakash Narayan are rare.
Nallakannu is right in regretting the 1964
Communist split that led to the CPI(M).
Though Sitaram Yechury tried to

PLANOF
ACTION

> Generally, wild elephant
calves are abandoned
due to the death of
their mother. When
there are lactating

> However, TN state forest unite the parties,
department had formulated a his E"(msp
standard operating procedure failed.

(SOP) for maintaining orphaned Oppili.p@timesofindia.com NURTURED BACK TO HEALTH:3The BT 1 oo 8 abandoned, while those without lactating Despite
elephants. This SOP clearly Calf is.fe'd.v;/lth—;m'illmer- 3, .1 mothers in the herd faced even slimmer honest

provides the guidelines for the he story of the month-old fe- [Rw=rermix that mimics Colostrum: \(,:' S chances of being accepted.” According to leaders, the
maintenance, feed, and upkeep of male calf that was sent to the o~ s Lid . A Ashraf, only 50% of orphaned calves in communist

such orphaned calves. Mudumalai elephant camp in the wild survive. “There is a critical need movement has

for effective intervention and care.”

For orphaned calves that cannot be
reunited with herds, rehabilitation be-
comes the only hope for survival. “But the
absence of colostrum poses a major chal-
lenge,” say wildlife officials, who have
now developed a standard operating pro-
cedure to address it.

At facilities such as the Theppakkadu

> After the postmortem, wildlife

officials have taken samples from

the dead adult female elephant
(the calf's mother), which

the Nilgiris brings to light the

significant challenges associ-

ated with rescuing and rewilding or-
phaned elephant calves.

As many celebrated the festive season,

this calf faced a tragic reality after losing

: declined due to
3 its mother to multi-organ failure. Multiple

advances and agricultural families
discouraging their children from joining
the profession. Communism is withering
even in China and Russia, and reviving it
in India, especially in states such as West

attempts by wildlife officials to reunite Bengal, Kerala and Tripura, is a

the calf with herds in the Thadagam re-

i i monumental task. Once proud of their
g&f&m%"‘;% served forests in Coimbatore were unsuc- elephant camp, calves are fed artificially cadres, the Left parties n;:)w seem
test s included 25 part of the cessful. prepared milk designed to mimic the func- oblivious to their decline.
postmortem procedure, which is “The calf’s plight brings to light the tion of colostrum. Initially, a highly di- KV Venugopal | CHENNAI
done for every animal that dies hardships faced by animals orphaned in luted mixture is provided, with 50g of
naturally or due to any the wild as well as the complexities of milk powder dissolved in a litre of water. .
other reason. elephant behaviour and survival,” As the calf grows and shows signs of good Pe-kg lesson: Spare the reel,

says Raman Sukumar, an Asian
elephant expert and former
professor at Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Ben-
galuru.
Wildlife officials
made seven at-
tempts to reintro-
duce the calf to
various herds in
the forest. Each
time, the herds
refused to accept
the calf. A senior
wildlife official
explains that reu-
niting the calf was
critical as it required
colostrum, the nutri-
ent-rich milk produced

health, such as regular urination and
semisolid dung, the concentration of the
milk is gradually increased.

Maintaining a clean and sterile envi-
ronment for food preparation is essential
to prevent infections and ensure the calf’s
well-being. A healthy calf typically rests
between feeds and exhibits steady growth
and energy levels. These procedures,
though labour-intensive, have proven ef-
fective in giving orphaned calves a chance
to thrive.

“The survival
of orphaned ele-
phant calves de-
pends heavily on
human interven-
tion during the
critical early
months,” says

save the child’ (Dec 30) by Arun
Ram on how many schools, in a
race to be the best rank factory,
squeeze children into
straitjackets that nip their
innate talents in the bud

Rank factory syndrome

ightly said, ‘Rank factory’. Today’s so-

called ‘students’ are no longer children
enjoying their schooling. Who cares about
childhood or adolescence? A good number
of children are totally under pressure and
on their toes all the time, trying to fulfil the
dreams of parents and the targets of the
institution.

No one cares to exploit their innate
talents, not even bothering to at

tors contribute to this behaviour,” says
Sukumar. “Unnatural circumstances such
as crop raiding often leads to the separa-
tion of calves from their herds. In such

need scientific analysis
of these scenarios to bet-
ter understand the cir-
cumstances under

by amother elephant short-  cases, the herds typically reunite withthe ~ which calves are aban- Ashraf. After six least o
ly after birth. calves without much difficulty.” doned. Such studies months, calves arl‘)p:remate ial
Weak calves Colostrum is vital for the develop- He adds that when herds cross rivers, ~could provide critical begin nibbling on }.'te" ;?lotetatla 2
are often ment of immunity in young calves, and  calves that get separated are usually reu-  insights into elephant grass in addition slcrsg:Isy'thai
Bandoned while th its absence can severely impact chances  nited naturally. “However, abandonment  behaviour and inform to their mother’s Beactaboit
a ,a" one 'W, lle those of survival. Unfortunately, withoutalac-  is more likely when a lactating mother strategies for more effective interven- milk. By the time they are a year old, they st aholy
without |§Cfat|ng tating female in the herds, the calf was dies or when the calf is too weak to keep  tions.” can feed on the bark and leaves of trees, their NEET and
mothers in the herd face rejected every time. Realising the low  up with the herd,” says Sukumar. Several teams working in other parts reducing their dependence on milk. JEE ’eSP"B e
even slimmer chances of likelihood of success, the authorities de- Weak calves are particularly vulnera- of India say there are several challenges Calves abandoned after one year have a producing

machines. One
often sympathises with these future
citizens — poor beings!

This is a relevant article. Hopefully, a
few parents will give it some thought.
Anju Muraleedharan | CHENNAI

cided to rehabilitate the calf at Theppa-
kkadu elephant camp in Mudumalai, a
facility known for its care of elephants in
distress.

The rejection of orphaned calves by
elephant herds is not uncommon and has
intrigued wildlife experts. “Several fac-

Source: The Times of India, 3 January 2025, p.6

ble in the wild, where survival of the fit-
test is the guiding principle. In such cases,
herds may abandon calves to ensure the
group’s overall survival. “This behaviour
is believed to stem from an instinct to con-
serve resources for stronger, more viable
members of the herd,” says Sukumar. “We

in reuniting orphaned calves with their
herds. “We handled 265 orphaned elephant
calves in Assam and Northeast India. Of
these, only one in 15 calves was success-
fully reunited with herds,” says N VK
Ashraf, chief veterinarian at the Wildlife
Trust of India. “Weak calves were often

higher likelihood of surviving indepen-
dently in the wild, as they can forage for
food on their own.

being accepted. Only
50% of orphaned calves
in the wild survive

Email your feedback with name
and address to southpole.toi
@timesofindia.com

N VK Ashraf | CHIEF VETERINARIAN
AT THE WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA
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HC directs T.N. govt. to take
possession of 25.6 grounds
of public land in private
occupation since 1902

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has directed
the Tamil Nadu government to take
possession of 25.6 grounds of prime
land at St. Thomas Mount in Chen-
nai after imposing costs of 1 lakh
on three individuals who attempted
to claim ownership over the public
property that had been in private
occupation since 1902.

A Division Bench of Justices S.S.
Sundar and K. Rajasekar directed
the Kancheepuram Collector, Dis-
trict Revenue Officer, and Alandur
Taluk Tahsildar to invoke even the
Tamil Nadu Land Encroachment
Act of 1905, if necessary, to take
possession of the land and file a sta-
tus report before the court on Fe-
bruary 3.

The orders were passed while
dismissing a writ appeal filed jointly
by E. Dhanapal, N. Poongothai, and
P. Krishnaveni, represented by their
power of attorney A.l. Sageer,
claiming title over the property on
the basis of property documents
dating back to 1902 and multiple
transactions that took place
subsequently.

Opposing the claim, Additional
Advocate General R. Ramanlaal told
the court that the documents show
that the appellants’ predecessors-
in-title had acknowledged the col-
lection of ‘quit rent’, which was nor-
mally collected from persons in oc-
cupation of government poramboke
(waste) land. Further, advocate
Chevanan Mohan, representing the

The HC imposed costs of 1
lakh on three persons who
tried to claim ownership
over the public property

Chief Executive Officer of the Can-
tonment Board, under the Ministry
of Defence, at St. Thomas Mount
and Pallavaram, told the court the
land in question had been classified
as ‘B2’ (State government land) in
the General Land Register.

After hearing the parties, the
judges said: “This litigation is an at-
tempt to grab the land of the go-
vernment. Therefore, the same is
liable to be dismissed with exem-
plary costs.” Nevertheless, taking a
lenient view, the judges said they
decided to restrict the amount to 31
lakh, to be paid collectively by all
three appellants.

They were directed to pay the
amount to the Tamil Nadu State Le-
gal Services Authority within four
weeks. The judges said none of the
documents produced by the appel-
lants dating back to 1902 disclosed
the source of the title, except for
highlighting how one vendor re-
ceived it from the previous vendor.

“Therefore, the entries found in
Resettlement Register can be taken
as genuine and the appellants’ pre-
decessors-in-interest having paid
quit rent, recognizing the para-
mount title of the government, are
estopped from claiming title against
the government,” the Division
Bench said.

Source: The Hindu, 1 January 2025, p.10

Source: The Hindu, 2 January 2025, p.1

T.N. govt. unveils proposal for
reorganisation of local bodies

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Wednesday an-
nounced the contours of
the proposed reorganisa-
tion of numerous local bo-
dies, including the merger
of a large number of village
panchayats with urban lo-
cal bodies.

The proposal also cov-
ers the creation of 13 mun-
icipalities and 25 town pan-
chayats. The size of 16
municipal corporations,
including those of Greater
Chennai, Madurai and Ti-
ruchi, is set to be enlarged
by merging four municipal-
ities, five town panchayats,
and 149 village panchayats

n

The proposal also
covers the creation
of 13 municipalities
and 25 town

panchayats

with them. Forty-one mun-
icipalities, including Tiru-
varur, Tiruvallur, and Chi-
dambaram, may
encompass 147 village pan-
chayats and a town pan-
chayat.

Five orders regarding
the proposal were issued
by the Municipal Adminis-
tration and Water Supply
Department on Tuesday.
The public may send ob-
jections, if any, to Principal
Secretary [D. Karthikeyan],
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MAWS, Fort St. George,
Chennai - 600 009, within
six weeks.

Various factors

The reorganisation has
been proposed keeping in
mind various factors such
as the provision of better
basic amenities, coordina-
tion of spatial planning of
areas, and the develop-
ment of localities in a com-
prehensive manner, ac-
cording to an official press
release.

Once the reorganisation
is completed, the stage will
be set for delimitation. Af-
ter the territorial limits of
wards in the reorganised
local bodies are finalised,
elections will be held.



TN govt notities proposals
for 13 new municipalities

T MURUGANANDHAM @ Chennai

IN a move that will have a sig-
nificant impact on local gov-
ernance in 28 districts, Tamil
Nadu's municipal administra-
tion department has notified
proposals for creating 13 new
municipalities, extending

the boundaries of 16 mu- e

nicipal corporations,
merging village pan- |
chayats in 12 districts
with 25 town panchay-
ats, upgrading 25 village
panchayats in 14 districts
as town panchayats, and ex-
tending the boundaries of 41
municipalities.

The 16 corporations that will
have their boundaries expand-
ed are Greater Chennai, Coim-
batore, Cuddalore, Dindigul,
Erode, Karur, Hosur, Madurai,
Salem, Tiruchy, Tiruppur, Ava-

di, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur,
Thoothukudi, and Sivakasi.
The expansion will entail merg-
ing of four municipalities, five
town panchavats, and 149 vil-
lage panchayats with these cor-
porations. The Greater Chen-
nai Corporation will be
extended by merging Aday-
X alampattu and Vanagar-
% am village panchayats
. in Tiruvallur district
with the civic body.
Another 147 village
panchayats and a town
panchayvat will be merged
to expand 41 municipalities.
Additionally, 13 new munici-
palities of Sankagiri, Koth-
agiri, Avinashi, Perundurai,
Gavunthapadi, Polur, Chen-
gam, Kannivakumari, Harur,
Sulur, Mohanur, Naravarikup-
pam and Veppampatu will be
created. P5

Urban population in TN estimated to go up to 53%

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TWENTY-FIVE village panchayats
in 14 districts —Tiruppur,
Thoothukudi, Namakkal, Erode,
Coimbatore, Trichy, Tiruvallur,
Pudukottai, Dharmapuri, Krishna-
giri, Sivaganga, Ramanathapuram,
Mayiladuthurai and Salem — will
also be upgraded into town pancha-
vats. Twenty-nine more village pan-
chayats in 12 districts will be
merged with 25 town panchayats.
According to notifications, “Any
person residing within the local
area concerned about these notifi-
cations or any local authority af-
focted by these notifications, may
submit objections, if any, in writ-
ing to the municipal administra-
tion secretary within six weeks
from the date of publication of this

notification and these objections
will be taken into consideration.”
The notifications said the termof
office of the elected representatives
in the village panchayats in 28 dis-
tricts ends on January 5. Proposals
have been received from the high-
level committee on reorganisation
of local bodies for merging many
village panchavats inthese districts,
which have urban features, with the
nearby corporations and munici-
palities, and creation of some mu-
nicipalities by merging nearby
towns and village panchayats.
Explaining the rationale for the
proposal, the notifications said the
urban population is estimated to go
up to 53% of the total population of
the state and it is considered essen-
tial to connect the areas adjacent to
the corporations and municipalities

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 January 2025, p.1 & 5

PROPOSALSIN AGLANCE
w Creation of 13 new municipalities

= Upgrade of 25 village panchayats
as town panchayats

u Extending boundaries of 25 town
panchayatsin 12 districts

= Extending boundaries of 41
municipalities

= Extending boundaries of 16
municipal corporations

with the nearby urban areas to pro-
vide necessary infrastructure.
Further, there have been continu-
ous demands for conversion and
upgrading of local bodies. The no-
tifications said that through these
measures it will be possible to inte-
grate contiguous areas efficiently
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to achieve the objective of provid-
ing quality basic infrastructure to
the people, carry out overall plan-
ning for infrastructure develop-
ment in such away that all resourc-
es for development are used in the
right manner, and to regulate
planned urban development. The
notifications further said to meet
the challenges of urbanisation, the
government is continuously taking
steps for merging and upgrading
rural local bodies into urban local
bodies, depending on the nature of
urbanisation of local bodies adja-
cent to urban areas. The govern-
ment in a release said six corpora-
tions and 28 municipalities were
formed in2021. Similarly, in August
2024, four corporationswere created
by merging nearby town panchay-
ats and village panchayats.



T.N. bets big on medium and large projects
under public-private partnership model

CEO of TNIDB, the nodal agency for infrastructure project development, savs there has been a success in executing projects under the PPP model

and the Kilambakkam bus terminus has been an example. Several projects, including multi-level car parking, would be taken up under the model

Sanjay Vijayalkumar

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment is bet-
ting big on execut-

ing medium-to-large
infrastructure projects un-
der public-private partner-
ship (PPP) model to
achieve its ambitious tar-
get of a §l-trillion econo-
my. The Tamil Nadu Infras-
tructure Development
Board (TNIDB) is the nodal
agency for infrastructure
project development.

“We have seen initial
success in executing pro-
jects under the PPP
mode,” Pooja Kulkarni,
CEO, TNIDB said.

One of the successful
examples is the Kilambak-
kam bus terminus. The

Chennai Metropolitan De-
velopment Authority
(CMDA) has handed over
the operation and mainte-
nance of the terminus to a
single concessionaire
(private operator) for 15
years, which is expected to
generate an annual reve-
nue of over ¥2.4 crore for
the CMDA, she added.
“We are now looking at
commercial development
of old bus stands at five
other locations, including
Karur, Erode and Hosur. A
feasibility study would be
taken up..,” she added.
According to her, the
PPP model would be im-
plemented for projects
such as multi-level park-
ing, for which bids would
be invited soon. Spaces to
set up multi-level parking
facilities are being evaluat-

Key project: The operation of the Kilambakkam bus terminus
under the PPP model is expected to generate an annual revenue of
2.4 cr. for the CMDA, says official. FILE PHOTO

ed in Chennai and other
locations. The PPP model
would also be a part of the
24/7 water supply pro-
jects. At present, there is
an ongoing project in
Coimbatore. The TNIDB is
now looking at rolling out
a water supply project for
Salem city. The municipal-
ities will determine the ta-

riffs, while the develop-
ment, operation, and
maintenance would be
managed by a private
operator.

Other projects to be im-
plemented under the PPP
model include bio-CNG
plants in Coimbatore,
Madurai, Tiruchi, Tamba-
ram, and Salem. Besides,

for waste-to-energy pro-
jects in Chennai, the bids
are under evaluation. Ta-
mil Nadu is also looking to
implement big infrastruc-
ture projects under the
PPP mode. This includes
pumped storage and bat-
tery storage projects, in
the range of ¥4,000 to
35,000 crore, for which
bids would be invited
soon, she added.

Smaller projects under
the PPP model, such as
Bio-CNG initiatives valued
at around 320 crore, along
with larger projects such
as airports and pumped
storage facilities align with
the roadmap outlined in
the Tamil Nadu Vision $1-
Trillion report and the re-
cently released PPP policy.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had selected Boston

Consulting Group to “de-
velop an overall strategy
and road map”. As per the
report, released during
the Global Investors Meet
2024, infrastructure was
the bedrock of the State’s
economy and pivotal to
achieving its ambitious $1-
trillion vision.

To further stimulate the
economy, the State must
continue investing in sec-
tors such as energy, tran-
sportation, water, sanita-
tion, and housing, the
report added.

In the past decade, priv-
ate investment has been
meagre in the State’s in-
frastructure sector. The
government intends to ad-
dress the issue by creating
a robust investor-friendly
framework, according to
the State’s PPP policy.

Source: The Hindu, 27 January 2025, p.4

Kumittipathy rock paintings in Kovai
declared protected site by TN govt

Times NEws NETWORK

Coimbatore: The state govt
has declared the prehistoric
rock art paintings at Kumit-
tipathy in Thirumalayampa-
layam town panchayat as a
protected archaeological
monument.

The monument is located
at the base of Pathimalai
hillock, which features two
caves, at Kumittipathy. Walls
of these naturally formed
caves on the hillock, believed
to be home to humans more
than 2,300 years ago, are
adorned with ancient draw-
ings, including depictions of
a chariot and an elephant
witharider,amongothers.

An official with the ar-
chaeology department said

P Sreedharan

PREHISTORIC PRIDE

the govt had issued orders
approvingthe proposal tode-
clare the prehistoricrock art
paintings at Kumittipathy as
protected archaeological
monuments under sub-sec-

Source: The Times of India, 8 January 2025, p.3

tion (1) of Section 3 of the TN
Ancient and Historical Mon-
uments and Archaeological
Sitesand Remains Act, 1966.
“Fencing will be installed
to protect the monument,
and a detailed information
board about its history will
be placed in front of it. We
have sent necessary details
to our head office in Chen-
nai,” said the official.
Epigraphist R Jegadee-
san emphasized the impor-
tance of creating awareness
on the monument among the
residents of nearby villages.
Students of nearby colleges
frequently visit the site.
“The paintings are disfig-
ured by scribbling and over-
writing. Some visitors have
written their names and
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dates of birth on the draw-
ings, not realizing they were
destroying invaluable heri-
tage. There were even in-
stances of people cooking
food and consuming alcohol
in the caves, oblivious to the
site’ssignificance.”

Jegadeesan also high-
lighted theuniquenessof the
Kumittipathy rock paint-
ings, which are located near
a residential area. Most oth-
er rock art sites in TN are in
remote forestregions.

“Given its easy accessi-
bility, the site should be used
for educational purposes.
NGOs should be involved,
and educational institutions
should organise visits to this
site to promote awareness,”
hesaid




Archaeologists Found A Ceramic Urn With Some Bones, Potsherds, Charcoal And
Iron Objects, Samples Of Which Have Been Dated To At Least 5000 Years Ago,
Making Sivagalai Arguably The Oldest Known Iron Age Settlement In The World

THE URN FROM SIVAGALAI

Trench A2- Urn-1 which yielded three samples
and all three dates of the samples belong to —’

The urn that kept
Iron Age secrets for

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

n the summer of 2022, a team from

Tamil Nadu State Department of Ar-

chaeology unearthed 160 burial urns

at Sivagalai in Tuticorin district. Ar-

chaeologists working in trench A2
were particularly excited when they found
that one of the ceramic urns had some
bones, potsherds, charcoal and iron objects.
Now, samples of the ceramic and charcoal
have been dated to at least 5,000 years ago,
making this site arguably the oldest known
Iron Age settlement.

Beta Analytics in the US, Physical Re-
search Laboratory in Ahmedabad, and
Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences
in Lucknow did the tests including accel-
erometer mass spectrometry (AMS) ra-
diocarbon dating for charcoal and optically
stimulated luminescence (OLS) dating for
ceramics. “The plus or mi.

ics. - vations, and experimen-
nus is around 400 years for |3 :40) . 41|32 ;|3 tal study to bring Iron Age
i g Civilisation of South India

‘OSL dating, and 30 years for

AMS radiocarbon dating,” said archaeolo-
gist K Rajan, one of the authors of the An-
tiquity of Iron’ that details the recent radio-
metric dates. “We dated the ceramic parts
from the urn to confirm that the charcoal
belonged to the same period.”

“When cultural zones located north of
the Vindhyas experienced Copper Age, the
region south of the Vindhyas might have en-
tered into Iron Age due to the limited avail-
ability of commercially exploitable copper
ore,” researchers said in the book. Rajan
said Copper Age of north India and Iron Age
of south India are probably contemporary.
Recently, the comparative study of graffiti
marks found in Tamil Nadu and the Indus
Valley Civilisation concluded that they had
90% similarities. Researchers said there
could have been cultural contact between
the IVC and south India.

ASTI's former director general Rakesh
Tewari concurred with this view. “The

ADICHANALLU

the same period around 5,000 years ago

Pics: B A Raju

DIFFERENT TYPES
OF SWORDS

findings show that an independent civi-
lisation evolved and flourished in Tamil
during the 3rd millennium BCE in a far
distant area from the contemporary In-
dus Valley Civilisation of northwestern
South Asia,” he said. “Once it appeared
that when IVC was flourishing in the
western part of the country, other areas
were not having contemporary cultures.
But now our understanding is changing.

GRAFFITI MARKS
inscribed on
potsherds found,

in Sivagalai

INTACT URN
A burial urn was
found with an

1 hope other areas also take inspiration intact lid during
from this,” Tewari said. the excavation
Alok Kumar Kannungo from the Indi- DI&;EI';EJ‘J IXYEPSES
an Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar i I?ON dAXE
ound at

said it was established that iron technol-
ogy did not come from the West to India.
“Now we have to see how iron went from
here to the West,” he said. It has opened
up new studies on elemental composition,
pyrotechnology, isotope, metallurgical,
furnace engineering, invention and inno-

Mayiladumparai Mayiladumparai in

Krishnagiri district

to academic syllabuses, he said.

Rabindra Kumar Mohanty of Deccan
College Post-Graduate Research Institute
in Pune said some early dates are emerging
from central India in the Vidarbha region.
“The multi-regional manifestation of early
iron in the subcontinent should be studied.
‘We also need to find where this technologi-
cal innovation originated and how it impact-
ed society and people,” he said.

Commissioner of archaeology T Ud-
hayachandran said the govt has made the
announcement after much consideration
and studies. “We collected samples and sent
them to renowned laboratories within and
outside India. Three different laboratories
and two different techniques gave consist-
ent results. We also consulted renowned ar-

chaeologists in the field and validated the re- EXCAVATION SITE
sults,” Udhayachandran said. Finding iron alai ation
furnace and dating the samples will seal the Sl ;;:cav =
debate on the Iron Age in India.

Source: The Times of India, 24 January 2025, p.4
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[ ] SIVAGALAI

Srivaikuntam

found at Adichanallur
in Tuticorin district

HOW IS ANCIENT
TERIAL DATED?

== Organisms, while alive, absorb

carbon from the atmosphere,

including its radioactive isotope C-14

= When they die, organisms stop

absorbing C-14, which starts to decay
into other atoms at a predictable rate
. By measuring the remaining amount
of C-14, scientists can estimate how
long an organism has been dead

TUTICORIN

DISTRICT i

Map not to scale

mass spectrometry’
which directly counts the
C-14 atoms ina sample
and can measure samples
weighing as little as 1g,
with lus or

minus 30 years

Another technique, ‘Optically
Stimulated Luminescence’, is used
=" to date rocks and ceramics

It determines the age of the sample by
™ measuring the amount of light emitted
when stimulated by light

== Itcan be used on samples of a few
years to 1,50,000 years

BRONZE O,BIECT .. Itworks on the principle that minerals
f'ound in " suchas crystal quartz and feldspar
Adichanallur accumulate radiation over time as a

result of their exposure to light and heat

SOME OF THE EARLIEST DATES FROM SIVAGALAI

SAMPLE DATING
INSTITUTE DATE METHOD
Beta Analytic Lab, US Charcoal 3345BCE  AMS
Beta Analytic Lab, US Charcoal 3259BCE  AMS
Beta Analytic Lab, US Charcoal 2953BCE  AMS
Birbal Sahni Institute of .
i (8SIP) Ceramic 2459BCE  OSL
Physical Research Lab (PRL)  Ceramic 2450BCE  OSL
Physical Research Lab (PRL)  Ceramic 2,42TBCE  OSL
CM STALIN LAYS STONE FOR

OPEN-AIR MUSEUM IN KEELADI

hief minister M K Stalin on Thursday laid

the foundation for an open-air museum in
Keeladi, Sivaganga district. It will be set up at
an estimated 217 crore on 4.48 acres. The
Sangam-age brick structures, ring wells, dyeing
units will be kept as it is for visitors. There will
also be a portal through which people can go on
avirtual tour to ancient sites. Stalin also laid the
foundation for a Chola museum at
Gangaikondacholapuram. It will
be built at a cost of 222 crore. The
museum will have exhibits on
Rajendra Chola’s sea expeditions,
maritime trade and ship building
techniques. Further, it would
also highlight Chola’s
connections with the
Southeast Asian countries.




Stalin lays foundation for
projects worth 3570 crore

Includes Construction Of 2,404 Tenements By TNUHDB, Unity Malll

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister MK
Stalin on Wednesday laid the
foundation for various sche-
mes, including housing and
infrastructure development
totalling %570 crore. This in-
cludes the construction of
2,404 tenements by Tamil Na-
du Urban Habitat Develop-
ment Board and a ‘unity mall’
dedicated to handlooms and
handicraft in Egmore in
Chennai. He inaugurated in-
frastructure schemes valued
at¥91 crore.

The Co-optexshowroomin
the unity mall will feature
items from across Tamil Na-
du, promoting the state’s
handloom industry. The mall
willhouse shops representing
various districts and states,
an innovation centre, and a
design printing house.

“The first and second flo-
ors of the mall will have 323

28
SVERNMENT OF TAMY
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INFRA BOOST: Chief minister M K Stalin lays the foundation for vari-

ous govt schemes on Wednesday

parking slots for four-whee-
lers,” said an official release.
Amenities like cafeteria ele-
vators, restrooms, and fire sa-
fety measures will also be in-
corporated. The tenements
will be built in Radhapuram,
Ottanchathiram, and Kuma-
rapalayam  constituencies.
Each unit will measure 400

sqft and include basic ameni-
ties such asroads, water supp-
ly, sewage systems, and rain-
water harvesting. The project
in Kumarapalavam in Na-
makkal is supported by the
Asian Development Bank.
The chief minister also
handed over %62.5 crorefor the
renovation of 2,500 temples.

This covers 1,250 temples in
Adi Dravida and Tribal com-
munities and another 1,250
village temples. The decision
stems from a resolution pas-
sed last year to increase there-
novation budget per temple
from z2.51akh toZ2lakh.

“Through this, not only
the temples under the control
of the HR&CE, but also the
temples not under its control
will be renovated and given a
newlook,” therelease said. As
atoken gesture, Stalin presen-
ted the cheques to temple per-
sonnel and priests at the Se-
cretariat. Thefoundation fora
715 crore fishing landing cent-
rewithabaitcurvewaslaidin
Kooduthalai, Radhapuram
block, Tirunelveli. Further
infrastructure developments
at a cost of %74 crore include
upgraded fish landing cent-
res, fish seed farms, and a catt-
le feed production plant in
Aruppukottai.

Source: The Times of India, 30 January 2025, p.7

State govt. sanctions funds
for housing programmes

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Wednesday sanc-
tioned I500 crore more for
building houses under the
‘Kalaignarin Kanavu Illam’
programme for 2024-25.
Under the scheme, one
lakh houses would be con-
structed at a cost of 3,100
crore, with the unit cost of
each house being 3.10
lakh.

Besides the 2,369 crore
grant from the State go-
vernment, devolution
grants of about 3714 crore
and %15 crore from the
mines fund are to be used
for the State-level housing

programme. While funds
to the tune of ¥1,549 crore
from these three sources
have already been re-
ceived, %1,550 crore more
is expected to be received
for the programme for
2024-25.

PVTG housing
Earlier this week, the State
government sanctioned
7108.71 crore towards
meeting the expenditure
incurred under the Union
government’s programme
aimed at improving the so-
cio-economic condition of
Particularly  Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs).
Under the programme,
houses are to be allotted to

six PVTG communities liv-
ing in Tamil Nadu — Irulas,
Kattunayakans, Kotas, Ku-
rumbas, Paniyans, and To-
das.

The houses would be
constructed in 21 districts.
The unit cost fixed by the
Government of India is T2
lakh per house, and it is be-
ing shared in the ratio of
60:40 between the Centre
and the State. The Centre
has fixed a target of 4,811
houses for 2023-24, and
6,885 for 2024-25.

In total, 11,696 houses
are to be allotted under the
programme. As of this
month, 13,547 households
have been identified as
eligible.

Source: The Hindu, 30 January 2025, p.6
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Z105¢r project to fill 25 lakes
from Mettur dam: Minister

Plans To Open
Surplus Water
At 120ft

Times NEws NETWORK

Salem: Tourism minister R
Rajendransaid the state govt
has been presented with a
project estimate of 105.35
crore to complete the filling
of 25 lakes with surplus wa-
ter from the Mettur dam. The
damreached its full capacity
of 120 ftat 10 p.m. on Tuesday.

After releasing water
from the dam to fill the lakes
on Wednesday, the minister
said the Mettur dam reached
its maximum capacity of 120
feet for the third time in 2024.
It reached this level on July
30 and Aug 12. The minister

WELCOMING WATER: Rajendran celebrates the arrival of surplus water

said the state govt has
launched a project at a cost
of ¥673.88 crore to replenish
lakes within the Sarabanga
river basin in the district.
These lakes will be filled
with surplus water from the
dam whenever it reaches its
full capacity of 120ft. The ini-
tiative aims to fill 82 lakes by

pumping water from the
dam's left bank canal
through the Thippampatty
pumping station and sub-
pumping stations at Vella-
lapuram and Kannantheri
villages. The minister noted
that WRD officials havefilled
nearly 80% of the lakes with
surplus water, benefiting ap-

10 proximately 4,061.16 acres of

land and providing drinking
water for local villagers.
Duringa trial runon July
31, 2024, WRD officials filled
40 lakes using water flowing

i atarate of 267 cusecs, which
| benefited 2,300 acres of land.

The minister highlighted
that 15 lakes reached full ca-

4 pacity during this run and

mentioned that WRD offi-
cials have prepared an esti-
mation report to include 25
more lakes in this initiative,
for which they have submit-
ted a proposal for %105.35
crore

Additionally, the Vella-
lapuram and Kannantheri
sub-pumping stations were
operated between Dec 14 and
19, taking advantage of the
abundant water flow in the
Sarabanga river due to Cy-
clone Fenjal.

Source: The Times of India, 2 January 2025, p.5

65+ countries take part in Chennai int’l book fair

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

PUBLISHERS from 65 coun-
tries, along with representa-
tives firom various states across
India, set up pavilions at the In-
ternational Book Fair inaugu-
rated by Tamil Nadu School
Education Minister Anbil Ma-
hesh Povvamozhion Thursday.
Officials anticipate the signing
of over 1,000 MoUs for transla-
tions of books, particularly
children's literature, from
Tamil to other languages and
vice versa during the event.
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Minister Poyyvamozhi
highlighted that the Tamil
Nadu Translation Grant has
been extended to 166 Tamil
books across 32 languages in
the pasttwo vears. The state al-
locates 3 crore annually for
this grant, offering up to 2.5
lakh per book for translation.
“A Rights Hub has been estab-
lished at this vear’s fair to con-

School Education Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi during the inauguration of the
international book fair on Thursday | express

nect publishers and buvers.
Through initiatives like the
Tamil Nadu Translation Grant
Programme, the CIBF Fellow-
ship and the Literarv Agent
Programme, we aim to bring
Tamil literature closer to glo-
bal audience,” he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 January 2025, p.2

The African Publishers Net-
work (APNET), a forum of pub-
lishersfrom Africa, has planned
to translate children’s books
created by the Tamil Nadu
Texthook Corporation into var-
ious African languages, apart
from English. Francophone
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countries have also expressed
interest in these books. “We
will provide grants for translat-
ing a few books initially. Based
on the response, publishers will
buy the rights to additional
books,” said an official from
the Tamil Nadu Textbook
Corporation.

The event saw the participa-
tion of several authors, pub-
lishers and literary agents.
“Han Kang, a South Korean
writer, won the Nobel Prize for
Literature nearly 70 yvears af-
ter the Seoul International
Book Fair (SIBF) started.
Achieving such milestones re-
quires consistent efforts to
promote translations of Tamil
literature and support writers
in reaching international au-
dience,” said Peer Mohamed, a
literary agent.

Officials from the Directo-
rate of Public Libraries and the
Tamil Nadu Textbook and Edu-
cational Services Corporation
also attended the event.



1,021 sportspersons given 327 crore incentives

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

DEPUTY Chief Minister Ud-
havanidhi Stalin distributed
cash incentives to the tune of
T26.68 crore to 1,021 medal win-
ning athletes at Jawaharlal Ne-
hru Stadium on Tuesday. He
laid the foundation for sports
complexes across Tamil Nadu,
an Olvmpic academy in
Tiruchy, and the first Olympic
water sports academy in Ram-
anathapuram, on a total cost of
12790 crore. Udhayanidhi also
inaugurated an indoor sports
complex in Tirupattur built at

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 January 2025, p.8

B ANBUSELVAN @Chennai existing ration cards — a pre-
requisite for applying for new
OUT of nearly 2.65 lakh new ones (for instance when a per-

family ration card applications  son moves out of a household

pending with the Tamil Nadu
government since July 2023,
1.36 lakh have been rejected.
The state civil supplies and
consumer protection de-
partment attributed the
high rejection rate to an
influx of applications
from families residing in
the same household.
Further compounding the
strict scrutiny of applications
were the challenges consumers
faced in deleting names from

after getting married). Addi-
tionally, the requirement of a
marriage registration certifi-
cate proved to be an imped-
iment to many, further
restricting their ability
to apply for new ration
cards.
TNIE has learnt that
these measures may have
resulted from the finance de-
partment’s decision to limit is-
suance of new cards due to ris-
ing expenditure — for Pangal

Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin giving away incentives on Tuesday | express

TN rejects half of ration card appllcatlons claims more than one ﬁom many households

gifts, cash assistance, flood re-
lief and other initiatives —
which are implemented by con-
sidering persons on each ration
card as units of the same fam-
ily. However, officials denied
tightening norms, stating the
high rejection rate was prima-
rily due to applicants from the
same household applying for
new cards without a separate
LPG connection.

“New ration cards can only
be rejected if applicants do not
have a kitchen of their own or
reside in the same house. Field
verification revealed that most
applicants live in the same

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 January 2025, p.1

house but in separate rooms.
Cards cannot be rejected for Consumer Protection D Mohan

any other reason,” Commis-

sioner of Civil Supplies and

clarified.
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a cost of $4.93 crore.

A release said a total of 4,352
medal-winning sports persons
have been given cash incentives
totalling ¥142.85 crore from
May 2021. SDAT also initiated
various schemes for the wel-
fare of athletes, incduding the
Elite Sports Persons Scheme,
Mission International Medals
Scheme, Champions Develop-
ment Scheme among others.

The event was attended by
School Education Minister An-
bil Mahesh and Arjuna Awar-
dees Thulasimathi Murugesan
and Sathiyvan Gnanasekaran.

Mohan also dismissed the
claims of a higher rejection
rate, saying, “A total of 4.26
lakh applications were pend-

Official sources acknowl-
edged thatthe number of appli-
cations for name deletions and
new ration cards has been

ing, of these 1.99lakh have been
approved. Qutof the approved
ones, 1.69 lakh new cards have
already been distributed, while
the remaining applications are
under verification.” When
asked whether these rejections
were part of measures to re-
duce the state’s food subsidy
andother expenses, Mohan em-
phasised that applications can-
not be rejected without valid
reasons, given the public's
growing awareness.

steadily increasing since the
DMEK-led government assumed
office, driven by anticipation of
enrolment in the Kalaignar
Magalir Urimai Thogai (KMUT)
scheme. In March 2023, the
state halted issuing new cards
toprevent data mismatch ahead
of KMUT scheme launch. Ac-
cording to official data, the
state currently has 2.25 crore
family ration cards. Since the
DMK assumed power, 16.3 lakh
new cards have been issued.



New Bill seeks to protect
victims of sexual crimes

Under the Bill, an executive magistrate can pass a ‘protection order’ on an application filed by the
aggrieved person to legally restrain those accused of harassing them from contacting them

Crackdown
on crime

Tamil Nadu's legislation
propases stricter punishment for
offences under Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023. A look at some of
the key changes in sentencing
forvarious offences:

o T | s L Wt i, MESTS S
Strengthening deterrence: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin addressing the Assembly on Friday.

Section

Offence Punishment at present
Assault or use of criminal Imprisonment of either description for a term which
74  |force to woman with intent to | shall not be less than 1 year, but which may extend to
outrage her modesty 5years, and shall also be liable to a fine

ment proposed through legislation
Imprisonment of either description for not
less than 3 years, but which may extend to

5 years with a fine

Sexual harassment and
punishment for sexual
harassment specified in
clause (1) or clause (ii) or
clause (iii) of sub-section (1)
Assault or use of criminal
76 | force to woman with intent
to disrobe

Rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend
up to 3 years, or with a fine, or both

Rigorous imprisonment for 5 years,

75(2) and a fine

Imprisonment of either description for a term which
shall not be less than 3 years, but which may extend to
7 years, and shall also be liable to a fine
Imprisonment of either description for a term which
shall not be less than 1 year, but which may extend to
3 years, and shall also be liable to a fine

Imprisonment of either description for a term which

Imprisonment for not less than 5 years, but
which may extend to 10 years, and a fine

Imprisonment of either description for not
less than 2 years, but which may extend to
5 years, and a fine

Imprisonment of either description for not

77 | Voyeurism

Voyeurism - Second or

77 e w o shall not be less than 3 years, but which may extend to | less than 5 years, but which may extend to
d 7 years, and shall also be liable to a fine 10 years, and a fine
. Imprisonment of either description for a term which . .
78(2) | Stalking may extend to 3 years, and shall also be liable to a fine Imprisonment for up to 5 years, and a fine
78(2) Stalking - Second or Imprisonment of either description for a term which e T
subsequent conviction may extend to 5 years, and shall also be liable to a fine P P years,
Voluntarily causing grievous Imprisonment of either description for a term which sﬂgga{l’lrgﬂuesa?r'i;gr:;:;\nur:ien:;:?su::w‘:::‘fcul:' the
124(1) ] shall not be less than 10 years, but which may extend to . 5 y
hurt by use of acid, etc. : . . . . remainder of the person’s natural life and a
imprisonment for life, and with a fine
fine, or death
L Imprisonment of either description for a term which Imprisonment of either description for not
124 (2) attempti Y FE - gacid shall not be less than 5 years, but which may extend to | less than 10 years, but which may extend to
g W T years, and shall also be liable to a fine imprisonment for life, and a fine
The Hindu Bureau the report of the investiga-  conviction. Harassment in-  imprisonment and a fine
CHENNAI tion officer and after giving  tending to cause death for disclosure of identity of

Bill to amend the
ATamil Nadu Prohi-
bition of Harass-

ment of Women Act, 1998,
which was tabled in the As-
sembly by Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Friday,
sought to legally restrain
persons accused of harass-
ing women from contact-
ing them.

The Bill sought to incor-
porate Section 7 C into the
Act to obtain a “protection
order”. The executive ma-
gistrate could pass such a
“protection order prohibit-
ing the accused from at-
tempting to communicate
with the aggrieved person
in any form, whatsoever,
including personal or oral
or written or electronic or
telephonic  contact or
through parties”.

The executive magis-
trate can pass such an or-
der on an application from
the aggrieved person, or
otherwise, after obtaining

the accused an opportuni-
ty of being heard, and on
being prima facie satisfied
that an offence punishable
under Sections 7479 or
Section 296 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023, was committed. A
breach of protection order
by the accused shall attract
up to three years in prison
and a fine of up to 3 lakh.

The Bill seeks to bring
different types of harass-
ment inflicted on women,
including through digital
and electronic means,
within the ambit of the Act.
It also seeks to increase
punishment for certain of-
fences.

Once the amendment is
passed, harassment of wo-
men or abetting it at public
places would attract up to
five years of imprisonment
and a fine of %1 lakh on the
first conviction and impri-
sonment of up to 10 years
and a fine of F10 lakh on
the second or subsequent

Source: The Hindu, 11 January 2025, p.8

would attract even a death
penalty. Harassment re-
sulting in suicide would
lead to imprisonment of
up to 15 years with a fine of
32 lakh. Harassment death,
harassment suicide, and
abetment of harassment
suicide shall be cognizable
and non-bailable. Harass-
ment of women at public
places would be treated as
cognizable offences and be
non-bailable.

Those in charge of edu-
cational institutions, plac-

es of worship, cinema
theatres, hotels, restau-
rants, hospitals, among

others, would be required
to install CCTV cameras
and lights to prevent ha-
rassment of women. They
should inform the police
within 24 hours of receiv-
ing complaints.

A Bill to amend the Bha-
rativa Nyaya Sanhita and
the Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita, 2023, pro-
poses three to five years of

victim of certain offences.
In case of assault or use of
criminal force to outrage
the modesty of a woman, it
seeks the minimum pun-
ishment of at least three
years of imprisonment,
which may extend to five
years, and a fine.

The Bill seeks to award
rigorous imprisonment for
life as the minimum pun-
ishment in a case of gang
rape from the current mi-
nimum of 20 years in jail.
For the gang rape of a mi-
nor girl, it seeks to award
rigorous imprisonment for
life as the minimum pun-
ishment, instead of life im-
prisonment.

The Bills are likely to be
taken up for consideration
on January 11.

(Assistance for overcom-
ing suicidal thoughts is
available on the State’s
health helpline 104, Tele-
MANAS 14416, and Sneha’s
suicide prevention helpline
044-24640050.)
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PIOs should not send proxies to state
information commission: TN govt

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
govt has instructed public
information officers (P10s)
and appellate authorities in
govt offices not to send pro-
xies (lowerrank officers)on
their behalf to appear befo-
re the state information
commission.

“If the public informa-
tion officer cannot make a
personal appearance due to
unavoidablereasons, the of-
ficer concerned should give
prior intimationtothe com-
mission and depute an offi-
cer of equivalent rank.
They cannot send officers
of lower rank. The PIOs
should always wear the
identity card during the he-
aring,” stated a circular is-
sued by the human resour-
ces dept to all the govt depts
in the secretariat and the
district collectorates.

It has reminded public
information officers and
appellate authorities about

The circular was issued in the wake of the state
chief information commissioner’s letter to the
govt about the practices of various PIOs in

violation of RTI rules

their roles under the Right
to Information Act. It has
instructed them on a series
of procedures to abide by,
drawing their attention to
variousrules.

The circular was issued
in the wake of the state chi-
ef information commissio-
ner’s letter to the govt about
the practices of the PIOs in
violation of RTIrules.

The circular states that
PIOs are duty-bound to re-
spond to RTI pleas and they
cannot make assistant PIOs
furnish information so-
ught by an applicant. “The
PIOs should furnish their
name, designation, office
address, official phone
number, email ID and the
details of the appellate aut-

Source: The Times of India, 30 January 2025, p.7

TENVol. 11 Issue | | January 2025 | Page 69

hority in their replies to
RTIqueries,”said thecircu-
lar.

Documents related to
RTIpetitionsshould be kept
for three years while papers
related to appeals should be
kept for five years. The cir-
cular warned the PIOs aga-
inst the practice of summo-
ningapplicants.

The circular has in-
structed them to provide
the information sought wit-
hin the stipulated time and
thereby to ensure that the
applicant does not appro-
ach the commission.

RTIT activist M Kasimay-
an welcomed the circular
and hoped that the P1Os wo-
uld follow the rules in letter
and spirit.



T.N. mulls action plan to scale up
animal birth control programme

According to the TNAWB, only 18 ABC centres are operational across the State; the data also reveal that stray dog

population survey is only being conducted by the corporations in Chennai, Coimbatore, Erode, and Vellore

R. Aishwaryaa
CHENNAI

amil Nadu plans to
I develop an action
plan to increase the

number of animal birth
control (ABC) centres.

This assumes signifi-
cance in the context of the
Tamil Nadu Animal Wel-
fare Board’s (TNAWB) re-
cent findings that there are
only 18 ABC centres that
are operational under the
State’s corporations.

The data was collected
through expert committee
visits to all 25 corporations
in Tamil Nadu, the TNAWB
said.

According to the data,
five centres in the Greater
Chennai Corporation
(GCC), four in the Tiruchi
Corporation, three in the
Coimbatore Corporation,
two in the Madurai Corpo-
ration and one each under
the corporations in Salem,
Tiruppur, Erode, and
Chengalpattu are opera-
tional.

The status of the centres
in municipalities and town
panchayats is yet to be as-
certained, according to the
board.

The Municipal Adminis-
tration and Water Supply
(MAWS) Department,
Health and Family Welfare
Department, TNAWB, cor-
porations, and town pan-

Stepping up measures

The TNAWB collected data on ABC centres through expert
committee visits to all 25 corporations in Tamil Nadu

According to the data, five animal

birth control (ABC) centres in the

Greater Chennai Corporation, four in

the Tiruchi Corporation, three in the
Coimbatore Corporation, two in the

Madurai Corporation and one each in

the corporations of Salem, Tiruppur,

The status of

the ABC centres
in municipalities
and town
panchayats is yet
to be ascertained,
according to

Erode, and Chengalpattu are operational

the Board

Stray dogs caught and sterlised by the GCC in last 4 years

I CAUGHT Il STERILISED

J

Number of stray dogs

PPN 16,149 | 14,233
Prrll 20,559 16,591

SRrcE 19,640 14,885

2024 [PIPER 14,678

Preventing deaths: In
addition to birth control,
rabies vaccine administration
must be stepped up, says
Shruti Vinod Raj, a TNAWB
member. FILE PHOTO

Source: Greater Chennai Corporation, Public Health Department

chayats will be the stake-
holders in the programme.

When asked about the
data, Shruti Vinod Raj, a
member of the TNAWB,
said: “Generally, the rate of
reproduction in dogs is fas-
ter than the number of sur-
geries performed. To ad-
dress this effectively, a
budget has to be allocated
to fund an adequate num-
ber of centres, at least 100,

Source: The Hindu, 11 January 2025, p.6

in the State to prevent the
stray dog population from
increasing.”

An unsterilised female
dog can give birth to a mi-
nimum of 16 puppies in a
year and up to 128 in two
years, a 12-fold increase.

Further, the data shared
by the TNAWB revealed
that the stray dog popula-
tion survey was only being
conducted by the corpora-

tions in Chennai, Coimba-
tore, Erode, and Vellore.

“The rest of the Corpo-
rations must also begin tak-
ing surveys. Alongside con-
tinuously undertaking
zone-wise ABC surgeries,
rate of ARV [anti-rabies
vaccination] must be in-
creased as 34 human
deaths due to rabies were
recorded across the State
from January to December
2024,” Ms. Raj said.

She suggested that cor-
porations should regulate
breeders, as more than 225
pet dogs were reportedly
abandoned last year, as of
December 15, 2024, which
only adds to the menace.

More ABC centres

The GCC is planning to
open new ABC centres in
Tiruvottiyur, Tondiarpet,
Royapuram, Anna Nagar,
and Adyar zones. Accord-
ing to a resolution passed
in the Council meeting in
December, each centre will
be equipped with veterin-
ary facilities and cover
8,000 sq.ft.

The total cost for the
centres is ¥7.44 crore, and
they are expected to per-
form 30,000 surgeries an-
nually.

Besides this, the GCC is
constructing new ABC
centres in Manali, Madhav-
aram, Ambattur, Valasara-
vakkam, and Perungudi
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zones. In 2024, the civic
body captured 20,296
stray dogs, sterilising more
than 14,678 and microchip-
ping over 1,500 in the five
ABC centres in Pulian-
thope, Kannammapet,
Lloyd’s Colony, Meenam-
bakkam, and Sholinganal-
lur, according to data from
the GCC. Despite these ef-
forts, the stray dog menace
continues to raise concern
among the public.

Stray dog menace
D. Stephen of Kodungaiyur
alleges that he and nearly
50 cyclists from Thiru. Vi.
Ka. Nagar and Madhava-
ram are chased by stray
dogs almost daily, especial-
ly in the early hours, ad-
ding that dog catchers are
not very eflicient.
Udayakumar V. of Ko-
lathur states that his 29-
year-old daughter faces dif-
ficulties leaving for work at
4 a.m., while his four-year-
old grandson can only play
inside the house due to
fear of stray dog attacks, a
concern shared by resi-
dents of the
neighbourhood.

Persistent problem

He alleges that road users
including delivery person-
nel, are often chased by
dogs, with several even
falling on the road as a re-
sult.



1,125 agreements inked at int’l fair;
Stalinreleases 30 translated books

Let us hope our writers will not just aim for Jnanpith award but also Nobel prize, says CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

A total of 1,125 MoUs were
signed during the three-day
Chennai International Book
Fair (CIBF), which concluded on
Saturday.

Chief Minister MK Stalin,
who participated in the event,
released 75 books published by
the Tamil Nadu Textbook and
Educational Services Corpora-
tion, alongside 30 books trans-
lated from Tamil to other lan-
guages with the support of the
government’s translation
grant.

In a post on X platform, Stalin
wrote, “Chennai International
Book Fair 2025, aimed at ‘Bring-
ing the World to Tamil and Tak-
ing Tamil to the World,’ is a one-
of-itskind initiative in India by
the Tamil Nadu School Educa-
tion Department. Starting with
365 Molls in 2023 and growing to
752 1n 2024, it has now reached
1,125 at CIBF 2025 - 1,005 for
translations from Tamil to for-
eign languages and 120 into
Tamil. The Tamil intelligentsia
credits this achievement and
global recognition of Tamil lit-
erature to our Dravidian model
government’s grant and sup-
port. Let’s hope our writers will
not just aim for Jnanpith but
also a Nobel.”

Delivering a special address at
theevent, Member of Parliament
Shashi Tharoor emphasised the
significance of platformslike the
CIBE “In an era where politics
and many institutions of our de-
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Chief Minister MK Stalin presenting award to publishers during the closing ceremony
of Chennai International Book Fair 2025 at Chennai Trade Centre, as MPs TR Baalu
and Shashi Tharoor, and School Education Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi and
Minister for MSME TM Anbarasan look on | marTm wows

mocracy are faltering, such plat-
forms have emerged as champi-
ons of the power of literature.
Today, when wielding the pen to
write the truth is an act of resist-
ance, we must remember the
countless writers, scholars and
journalists incarcerated world-

wide for speaking truth to power
Celebrating words and literature
has never been more essential,”
he said.

Tharoor further noted the
transformative power of trans-
lated and transliterated litera-
ture in transcending political

and geographical boundaries.
“This is particularly evident in
our country, where myriad lan-
guages coexist under the same
sky. Such works have fostered
awareness and amplified the call
forsocialjustice,” he said, citing
examples ranging from classics
like the Tirukkural and Silap-
padikaram to more recent
writers.

CIBF Ambassador Award,
Global Visionary Digital Book
Fair Excellence Award, CIBF
Ancient Tamil Literature Pro-
motion Award, CIBF Modern
Tamil Literature Promotion
Award, CIBF Co-Publishing
Partnership Award, CIBF Inter-
national Grants Committee Ex-
cellence Award, Innovation in
Book Promotion Award and
Guest of Honor Award of Global
Literary Advocacy Award were
distributed to publishers, au-
thors and translators who had
come from across the world.

OUP revives translation division with TN help

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

WITH the supportof the Tamil
Nadu government, Oxford Uni-
versity Press (OUP) has revived
its literary translation
division.

“We will reprint Tamil nov-
els that have already been
translated, in addition to trans-
lating new works. OUP had a

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 January 2025, p.4

significant Indian language
translation wing, which is be-
ing revived with the support of
the Tamil Nadu Textbook and
Educational Services Corpora-
tion and Tamil Nadu govern-
ment,” said Sharmila Guha of
OUPR.

T Sankara Saravanan, joint
director of the Tamil Nadu
Textbook and Educational
Services Corporation, said,
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“Many publishers discontinue
reprinting translated Tamil
Nadu novels due to lack of de-
mand. However, as we sign
MoUs with various countriesto
translate Tamil literary works,
having their English transla-
tions becomes essential. We
will purchase 500 copies of both
reprints and new translations
to assure publishers of astable
market for these books.”



Centralised kitchens to dish out
food to govt hostels inurban areas

To cover over 7K students in Adi Dravidar, BC, MBC hostels in Tiruchy, Madurai and Chennai

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
{@ Chennai

HOSTELS under the Adi Dravi-
dar Welfare, and Backward
Classes, Most Backward Class-
es and Minorities Welfare de-
partments in Chennai, Ma-
durai and Tiruchy will soon get
food from centralised Kitchens.
These kitchens will supply food
to more than 7,000 students in
school and college hostels in
these cities. The department
will also revise the menu to in-
clude more protein and vegeta-
bles, ensuring balanced nutri-
tion for students.

The Adi Dravidar Welfare de-
partment had already piloted
the initiative in 21 hostels ac-
commodating about 2,200 stu-
dents in Chennai through two
centralised kitchens located at
Saidapet and Vepery.

The department has now
mapped 12 of the 18 hostelsrun
by the BC, MBC, and Minori-
ties Welfare department in
Chennai along the same distri-
bution route and will start de-

PRI

livery of food to these hostels
as well. For the remaining six
hostels, the BC, MBC, and Mi-
norities Welfare department
will set up a new centralised
kitchen.

Officials from the Adi Dravi-
dar Welfare department stated
that the initiative aims tostand-
ardise food quality and address
any complaints of poor food
quality in specific hostels.

Previously, the department
allocated 1,500 per college stu-

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 January 2025, p.4

Fishing community opposes
proposal for sea bridge from
Lighthouse to Neelankarai

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Fishermen have opposed
the proposal to construct a
sea bridge from Light-
house on the Marina to
Neelankarai. According to
community leaders, over
5,000 families of artisanal
fishermen and their liveli-
hood will be affected if the
corridor is constructed.
Community leader Ko-

4

According to community leaders, over 5,000 families of fishermen
and their livelihood will be affected if the corridor is built.

— Rl 7

A hostel run by the Adi Dravidar Welfare Department Tirunelveli | pie mic

dent and ¥1,400 per school stu-
dent for food, excluding sala-
ries for cooks and other
operational costs. Now, the de-
partment is spending approxi-
mately 1,900 per student, in-
clusive of all charges.

The ADW department has
also called for expression of in-
terestto implement centralised
kitchens in Coimbatore. This
will be carried out through
firms that have established
kitchen facilities and food will

o

.Su. Mani said studies
showed that the sea level
would go up by 2050. In
such a situation, the go-
vernment should con-
struct alternative houses
for coastal communities.
However, instead of allo-
cating funds for their reha-
bilitation, the government
was thinking of building a
long sea bridge, he said.

K. Bharathi of Meenavar
Makkal Katchi said that
coastal constructions
would harm the seashore
and lead to erosion, as
seen in Mumbai. “People
will die trying to navigate
their boats in between the
pillars, especially at night.
The construction will also
lead to coastal erosion. En-
tire villages will vanish

from the map. People are
already searching for jobs
in other trades,” he said.

“This bridge will ring
the death knell for com-
munities in the south,” said
another community lead-
er. An all-party fishermen
organising committee was
formed after several party
representativesmet at No-
chikuppam.

be supplied to 689 students in
nine hostels.

In Tiruchy and Madurai, the
ADW and BC, MBC, and Minor-
ities Welfare departments will
collaborate to deliver food from
centralised kitchens. This ini-
tiative will benefit 686 students
in 10 ADW hostelsand 1,417 stu-
dents in 17 BC, MBC, and Mi-
norities Welfare hostels in
Tiruchy. In Madurai, it will
serve 893 students in 17 hostels
and 741 students in 12 hostels.

“All the hostels will continue
to maintain their existing
kitchen infrastructure to en-
surea stop-gap arrangement in
case of supply disruptions from
the centralised kitchens due to
natural calamities. Cooks em-
ployed in these hostels are be-
ing retained as watchmen or
redeploved to other suitable
roles,” said a senior official
from the ADW department.

The department has also de-
veloped the application ‘Amud-
hasurahi’ to enable officials to
monitor food preparation and
its supply to hostels.

Source: The Hindu, 12 January 2025, p.10
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TN to decide on plying private
mini buses in outer city by Feb

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state trans-
port department recently
submitted the final guideli-
nes of the new comprehensi-
ve minibus scheme for the
state cabinet's approval, re-
affirming its decision to
restrictprivateminibusesto
be extended zones such as
Sholinganallur,  Alandur,
Ambattur, Madhavaram,
Manali, and Thiruvottiyur.

The proposal, which ex-
cludescorecityareaslike Te-
ynampet, Guindy, Adyar,
and Kodambakkam, is ex-
pected to receive the cabi-
net'snod in Feb.

Sources in the home
(transport) department con-
firmed that once approved,
regional transport officers
will be empowered to grant
route permits up to 25km in
rural and remote areas out-
side the Chennai metropoli-
tan region, where govt bus
services remain infrequent.

However, opposition per-
sists from the Metropolitan
Transport Corporation

CONDITIONS FOR NEW PERMITS

» Maximum
Seating
Capacity | 25
» Maximum
trip length |
25km

» RTOs to
identify
routes

argue that theentryof priva-
te operators will cut into the-
ir ridership and revenue on
existing routes served by
small buses and share autos.
Concerns have also been
raised by govt transport wor-
kers' unions in other dis-
tricts. They argue that allo-
wing mini buses to operate
from regular bus stops, rat-
her than designated termi-
nals or bus stands, could in-
convenience passengers and
bus crew, as these stops lack
essential amenities like toi-
lets and drinking water.
“Operating from regular
stops would only add to cha-

Source: The Times of India, 23 January 2025, p.5
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Representative Image

(MTC) and auto drivers who

MINI-BUS ZONES
Sholinganallur,
Alanadur,
Ambattur,
Perungudi,
Valasaravakkam,
Madhavaram,

. Manaliand
Thiruvottiyur

os and discomfort,” said Aa-
rumuga Nainaar from CITU.

Despite the resistance,
public support for the sche-
me has grown over time. Du-
ring consultations held last
year seeking feedback for
the draft guidelines, many
residents voiced their back-
ing, pointing out gaps in the
existing services.

“MTC claims to operate
small buses, but our locality
has not seen a single service
inthe pasttwodecades,” said
M Subramaniam from Thi-
ruvalluvar Nagar. MTC ope-
rates 146 small buses, falling
short of demand in several
city neighbourhoods.



TN clears way for minibuses
to operate on 2,000 routes

ROUTES T0 TAKE/AVOID . [ouliey wowe

Several City
Suburbs Too
Will Get
Private Buses

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Private minibu-
ses have been given the go-
ahead to operate on 2,000 ro-
utes, including areas in
Chennai such as Thorai-
pakkam, Alandur, Ambat-
tur, Manali and Thiruvotti-
yur. The move, aimed at im-
proving first and last-mile
connectivity, comes after fi-
nalising fares for existing
operators.

Under the newly notifi-
ed comprehensive minibus
scheme, 2024, permits will
be issued to private opera-
tors running 25-seater mi-
nibuses on routes where
govt-run services are ab-
sent or inadequate. As per
the transport department’s
orderdated Jan 24, any loca-
lity must have at least four

Source: The Times of India, 30 January 2025, p.6

¥

daily bus trips. If state-run
services, including Metro-
politan Transport Corpora-
tion (MTC) and Tamil Nadu
State Transport Corpora-
tion (TNSTC) Villupuram,
fail to meet this require-
ment, private operators
will be allowed to step in.
District collectors across
TN have identified close to
2,000 routes till date.
District collectors will
review applications from
private operators and as-
sess the necessity of mini-
buses before granting per-
mits. Each selected route
will ideally have a single
operator, but if multiple

Adyar Sholinganallur
Kodambakkam Perungudi
Teynampet Alandur
Anna Nagar Valasaravakkam
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar | Ambattur
Royapuram Madhavaram
Tondiarpet Manali
Thiruvottiyur

applicants emerge, the per-
mit will be awarded thro-
ugh drawing lots. Only
high-demand routes with
significant passenger traf-
fic will allow multiple ope-
rators.

Private minibuses will
have a maximum operatio-
naldistance of 25km, which
can be extended by an addi-
tional km if a hospital,
school, college, market, col-
lectorate, taluk office or ra-
ilway station islocated near
the terminal point.

Commuters have welco-
med the move, citing chro-
nic connectivity gaps and
thelimited fleet of 140 small

buses run by MTC. “We ba-
rely get one or two buses a
day because most small bu-
ses serve only as Metrorail
feeders. MTC had a mono-
poly for years and ignored
requests to improve servi-
ces. This competition from
private operators might fi-
nally push MTC to do bet-
ter,” said Ganesh Babu, are-
sident-activist from Varad-
harajapuram, Tambaram.

However, MTC, TNSTC
and transport workers'
unions have opposed the
plan, arguing it will divert
passengers away from govt-
run buses and impact reve-
nue.

MTC gets nod to operate
premium buses in Chennai

Once the DPR is submitted to the govt., the MTC plans to launch premium services by the end of

this March. It will offer luxurious rides on buses equipped with air conditioners and GPS

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he State Transport
T Department has gi-
ven nod to the Me-
tropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (MTC) to operate
premium buses in the city.
The department had is-
sued a government order
(G.0.) in September last
year, directing the MTC to
hire service providers.
They were also asked to
prepare a detailed project
report (DPR) to identify
the remunerative routes.
A senior official of the
department said the pro-
posal comes in the wake of
a feasibility study carried
out by the MTC to reduce
the use of private vehicles,

the MTC to reduce the use of private vehicles, mainly cars.

mainly cars. Once the DPR
is submitted to the State
government, the MTC will
launch the premium ser-
vices, likely by the end of
March this year, the offi-
cial said. As per the G.0.,

the premium buses are
segmented under the pre-
mium travel category. It
would offer luxurious
rides on buses equipped
with air conditioners and
GPS. After considering

two models of operation,
the department decided
to hire service providers
as it would prevent reve-
nue sharing and MTC
would have control over
the operations, an official
said.

MTC is preparing the
bid document for hiring
service providers and has
also been devising the mo-
dalities for operating the
buses on high-revenue
routes, including Rajiv
Gandhi Salai.

Through the Institute
for Road Transport, the
department called for op-
erating 500 electric buses
in the city.

It has also proposed to
operate small private bus-
es in some narrow areas of
north and south Chennai.
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184 km elevated corridor to
come up from Kilambakkam
to Mahindra City on GST Road

Entry/exit ramps will be provided on the six-lane corridor at three locations; no land acquisition

will be involved in this proposal, which is likely to cost around 33,500 crore, says an engineer

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

T-year-old plan to
A construct an elevat-
ed corridor on the

Grand Southern Trunk
(GST) Road to reduce con-
gestion will be implement-
ed between the Kilambak-
kam terminus and
Mahindra City, an 18.4 km
stretch.

Entry/exit ramps will be
provided on the six-lane
corridor at three locations
— near Iyyancherry junc-
tion, Kattankulathur and
Chennai Peripheral Ring
Road (CPRR) crossing.

Official sources in the
National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) said the
new corridor would start
opposite the Kilambakkam
terminus and run along the
median of the National
Highway that connects
Chennai with Tiruchi and
beyond.

The corridor, which will
reduce accidents in 14
blackspots, will cross the
CPRR at the second level.

The old plan for a corri-
dor from Tambaram to

— e

Chaotic stretch: There is heavy congestion on the road as there

are no separate lanes for local vehicles and long-distance traffic.

Vandalur had to be
changed as several struc-
tures, including the Vanda-
lur flyover, and road over-
bridges at Vandalur,
Perungalathur and Tamba-
ram, will be in the way.
“These structures can-
not be demolished and re-
constructed to make way
for this corridor. The de-
tailed project report is rea-
dy and will be revised
shortly. No land acquisi-
tion will be involved in this

Source: The Hindu, 31 January 2025, p.7

proposal that is likely to
cost around 3,500 crore,”
said an engineer associated
with the project.

There is heavy conges-
tion on the road as there
are no separate lanes for
local vehicles and long-dis-
tance traffic. It is not an ac-
cess controlled road as it
has been constructed and
widened over a period of
time.

“Once the elevated cor-
ridor is constructed, local
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Once the elevated
corridor is
constructed, local
traffic will remain
at-grade, making it
safer for road users,
says traffic expert

traffic will remain at-grade,
making it safer for pedes-
trians and people living in
the residential localities
that have developed along
the road over the years,”
said a traffic expert.

During festival days
such as Pongal and Deepa-
vali, when a large popula-
tion travel to their home-
towns and back, vehicular
movement slows down
considerably.

“The traffic jam runs to
several kilometres. There
are times when pedes-
trians and two-wheelers
cannot cross the road. But
we have learnt to bear with
the traffic since this always
happens during the festive
season and roads are
meant for people to tra-
vel,” said Vatsan, who
takes the road often.



T.N. sees significant reduction in road accident deaths; figure dips by 273 in 2024

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has reported a
significant reduction in fa-
tal road accidents, with the
number of deaths coming
down by 273 during 2024.
Corrective measures in
black spots or accident-
prone zones, effective en-
forcement of traffic rules,
and intensive  drives
against drunk driving con-
tributed to the reduction.

Despite the increase in
population, number of
vehicles, and the length of
roads across Tamil Nadu,
the police took impactful
initiatives to prevent acci-
dents and ensure safety,
Director-General of Police
and Head of the Police
Force Shankar Jiwal said
on Friday.

Rectifying design de-
fects or other corrective

measures along National/
State Highways, issuing
‘challans’ to traffic rule vio-
lators, stringent action
against rash and negligent
driving, and intensified pa-
trolling of accident-prone
zones helped to bring
down the number of acci-
dents. While 18,347 people
died in 17,526 accidents in
2023, the number dipped
to 18,074 in 17,282 acci-
dents in 2024.

Driver error

An analysis of fatal acci-
dent cases in 2023 re-
vealed that driver error
was the reason for 16,800
of a total of 17,526 cases. As
part of the steps to address
the issue, the Highway Pa-
trol Mobile Application
was used extensively by
the traffic police to raise
road safety awareness and
enforce safety rules. The

On the right track

The number of deaths in road accidents in Tamil Nadu decreased by 273 in 2024. According to
DGP Shankar Jiwal, the State police undertook a series of initiatives to curb road accidents.
Alook at some of the observed trends and figures

= While 18,347 people

died in 17,526 fatal road
accidents in 2023, the
number dipped to 18,074 in
17,282 fatal road accidents
in 2024

u Effective enforcement of
traffic rules, intensive drive
against drunken driving
and creating awareness of
road safety helped reduce
the road accidents

= Driver’s error found to be
the reason in a majority of
fatal road accidents in 2023

® U-turn facility replacing
signals at junctions led to a
4% dip in fatal accidents in
Coimbatore city

= A total of 80,558 driving
licences of individuals have been
suspended for violation of motor
vehicle rulesin 2024

= Highway patrol vehicles
shifted 12,629 critically injured
people to hospitals within the
Golden Hour in 2024

police identified 6,165
black spots after a survey
and assessed ground con-

Source: The Hindu, 26 January 2025, p.8

ditions on the basis of veh-
icle density, traffic environ-
ment, and the number of

accidents. Road safety en-
gineering measures were
implemented in coordina-

tion with the State High-
‘ways Department.

Of the 6,165 black spots,
short-term action was ta-
ken at 3,165 locations to re-
duce the speed of vehicles.
A majority of the cities and
districts had recorded re-
duction in accidents, he
said.

U-turn system

He further said the U-turn
system implemented in
Coimbatore city had led to
a 4% reduction in road ac-
cident fatalities. As part of
the programme, U-turns
were introduced, replacing
signals at junctions, and
this resulted in better veh-
icular movement.

A similar approach was
being tried out in other ci-
ties. Last year, 12.58 lakh
cases were booked, includ-
ing 2.07 lakh for speeding;
2.58 lakh for jumping the

signal; and 4.20 lakh for
using mobile phones while
driving.

A total of 12,306 people
were booked on the charge
of drunk driving. The traf-
fic police registered 64.94
lakh cases against people
not wearing helmets, and
578 lakh cases against
those not wearing seat
belts.

Licences suspended
After the police wrote to
the transport authorities,
recommending the sus-
pension of driving licences
of 3.49 lakh individuals for
violating the motor vehicle
rules, 80,558 licences were
suspended in 2024. High-
way patrol vehicles had
rescued 12,629 people who
were critically injured in
accidents and rushed them
to hospitals within the gol-
den hour, he said.

TN objects to Centre’s proposal of 87k
maxicab removal, warns of public impact

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
raised strong objections to
the Uniongovt'sproposalto
abolish the 'maxicab’ vehi-
cle category, citing its im-
pact on nearly 87,000 vans
statewide.

In TN, maxicabs, typi-
cally seven to thirteen-sea-
ter vehicles, serve as essen-
tial paratransit services in
Chennai and other cities,
providing a vital link for
commuters from the out-
skirts travelling to the city
for work and education.

“The move would signi-
ficantly impact the com-
mon public and vehicle ow-
ners,” said state transport
minister SS Sivasankar du-

ring the transport develop-
ment council (TDC) mee-
ting in New Delhi on Tues-
day. The two-day meeting,
chaired by Union road
transport and highways
minister Nitin Gadkari,
saw Tamil Nadu voicing its
concerns over multiple po-
licy proposals.

One key issue was the
Bharat Series (BH) regi-
stration scheme. While the
state opposed its extension
to private-sector employe-
es, itexpressed willingness
toallow the scheme for govt
and PSU employees.

The BH schemesimplifi-
es vehicle registration for
employees frequently relo-
cating between states, offe-
ringauniformregistration

Source: The Times of India, 8 January 2025, p.6

plate and eliminating the
need forre-registration.

Tamil Nadu also resis-
ted the proposal to permit
private omni buses with all
India tourist permits to
operate in the state. Mini-
ster Sivasankar pointed
out many such buses arere-
gistered in states with lo-
wer tax rates, such as Aru-
nachal Pradesh, where an-
nualfitnesscertificatesare
renewed with minimal
scrutiny.

“Allowingthese busesin
Tamil Nadu would compro-
mise passenger safety and
result in tax losses,” he sa-
id. A case regarding this is
pending before the Madras
High Court. Additionally,
Tamil Nadu assured the
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central govt of steps to mo-
dernise its vehicle fitness
testing system. Automatic
vehiclefitness testing cent-
res are planned at 18 loca-
tions, including one at Red
Hills near Chennai.

These centres aim to eli-
minate corruptioninregio-
nal transport offices and
ensure unfit vehicles are
scrapped after failing fit-
nessteststhrice.

Sivasankar in the TDC
meeting also announced
the state’s readiness to fi-
naliseits vehicle scrapping
policy and roll out high-se-
curity registration plates
for all vehicles, signallinga
commitment to improving
road safety and complian-
ces.



CCTV cameras across TN to be geo-tagged

Database to be maintained by police and help field officers locate cameras that can be used while gathering evidence

SIDDHARTH PRABHAKAR
@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU police will no
longer need to send search par-
ties to evaluate the availability
of CCTV cameras near a scene
of crime, as cops will soon be
able to get all the information
about CCTV cameras with just
a click of the mouse, and save
them precious time while pur-
suing cases.

The state police is half-way
into preparing a comprehen-
sive online database of all gov-
ernment-owned, sponsored,
and private CCTV cameras
across the state, and it will be
accessible on a common
platform.

Every camera will be geo-
tagged and this will help cops
view the availability of CCTV
cameras in a particular loca-
tion, the same way how users

Every police station can access data of
CCTVs in their jurisdiction | express

can get information from Goog-
le maps about restaurants,
ATMs or toilets in the vieinity

EYES ON THE GROUND
All information regarding
govt owned and sponsored,

and private CCTVs on one
platform

Investigating officers can
access availability of CCTVs in
a particular area on the portal

Will help reduce response
time in crime prevention,
detection and investigation

Pravision to identify
blackspots on vulnerable
stretches

@ Success and failure stories
foreach CCTV camera will be
noted

of a particular location.
Every police station will be
able to accessthe data of CCTVs

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 January 2025, p.1 & 9

20% of Kosasthalaiyar SWD project
still incomplete as deadline nears

Omijasvin.MD

available in their jurisdiction
by logging into the specialised
government web portal.

As on January 30, data of
around 1.8 lakh CCTVs across
Tamil Nadu has been collected
on the portal, which is hosted
on a department server that is
accessible only to the police.
The exercise was started in Ma-
durai city in December and will
soon be completed.

The system does not provide
any live feed or stored video
footage from any of the camer-
as, a senior official said. It will
provide information on the
tvpe of camera like Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
({ANPR) and Pan Tilt Zoom
(PTZ), its working status, the
storage space available and the
contact details of the location
where it has been installed.

As all cameras are geo-
tagged, it will help field officers

understand which CCTV cam-
eras can be used as evidence
based on distance and direction
from the scene of crime.

The web portal also has two
important features for a post-
mortem analysis of the sys-
tem’s efficacy — firstly, it allows
cops to identify sensitive loca-
tions where CCTV cameras are
required, but not available, for
future procurement.

Secondly, police officers will
also be able to enter success
and failure stories pertaining
to each CCTV camera; for ex-
ample, if it helped solve a par-
ticular erime or the reasons
why it could not.

The initiative is aimed at
strengthening law enforcement
capabilities and reducing re-
sponse time in crime preven-
tion, detection and investiga-
tion, DGP Shankar Jiwal told
TNIE.

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The %3,000-crore
Kosasthalaiyar Basin storm-
water drain project, launched
in 2021, is running behind
schedule as about 20% of the
work is still incomplete tho-
ugh the scheduled deadline is
just three months away. Out
of the T760-km-long drain
works, the Greater Chennai
Sorporation (GCC) must fi-
nish about 150 km of remai-
ning works in Manali, Madha-
varam, Thiruvottiyur, and
Ambattur within 100 days to
meet the Aprildeadline.

The project covers eight
zones in North and Central
Chennai areas such as Thiru-
vottiyur, Manali, Madhava-
ram,and Ambattur. Outof the
46 works, about 16 works see
only 60% progress, while offi-
cials said there’s 80-90% pro-
gress in the remaining works.

Contractors are yet to lay
top slabs and connect missing
links in parts of Thiruvottiy-
ur and interior areas of Ma-

IN SHORT

»Total length of

» 46 works taken up

project | 760 km

» 90-100% progress in 30 works

» Total length
completed | 600km

» 60% progress in 16 works

» Remaining work to be

» Project started in 2021

finished | 20%

» Deadline in April 2025

nali, connecting with Kosast-
halaiyar River, where works
were finished. In Ambattur’s
Cookson Road, GCC dug up
the area and abandoned a fo-
ur-foot-wide drain, and is yet
to connect it with Korattur
Sanal.

At least 10 outfall points
are yet to be connected with
Kosasthalaiyar Basin, and
there are around 20 missing
links as well. The sluggish

Source: The Times of India, 16 January 2025, p.4

contractors have faced no pe-
nalties in the last six months,
whilea 2200 crore fund cut for
the project hampered the pro-
ject.

Due to thisdelay, locations
such as Manali Sadayankup-
pam, Madhavaram’s Vadape-
rumbakkam, and arcas aro-
und Kosasthalaiyar River
such as MFL, Ernavoor, all fa-
ced immense flooding in 2023
and 2024. The original fun-

ding for the Asian Develop-
ment Bank funded project
was 3,225 crores, and the
works were conceived for the
amount. GCC last year cut the
budget for the project midway
by %160 crores, leaving several
contractors, whoalready took
up specific works, to abandon
the project. These pending
works now will have to be ta-
ken up only under new pro-
jects.

A few weeks ago, officials
from the Asian Development
Bank visited the project area
andrecommended GCC speed
up the works.

S Bhaskaran, GCC’s supe-
rintending engineer, storm-
water drain department, said
theprojectison track with the
deadline, and they will penali-
se slow contractors. “We have
set a target of 0.25% comple-
tion daily. Several works wit-
hin the project achieved 100%
completion too. There was so-
me sluggishness due to mon-
soon. We are expediting the
works from Jan,” he said.
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Pics: A Prathap
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urism and trade fair gets

Times NEws NETWORK

he Island Grounds is com-

ing alive with activity asthe

49th India Tourism and In-
dustrial Trade Fair prepares to
open on Jan 6, promising a vibrant
blend of culture, tradition, and en-
tertainment. From the towering
statue of Thiruvalluvar to a
sprawling temple-inspired
pavilion by the HR&CE
department and a
striking mammoth-
red building by the
Tamil Nadu Legal
Services Authority,

the fair is set to capti- CULTURAL
vate visitors with its EXTRAVAGANZA:
architectural grandeun Workers on

On Thursday, workers Thursday craft

were crafting cutouts, others
assembling stalls and decorating
the place. “Each structure tells its
own story, adding a unique charm
to this annual extravaganza. This
fair truly has something for every-
one,” said B Chandra Mohan, sec-
retary of tourism, culture, and re-
ligious endowments.

The event will feature more than
40 stalls by govt departments and
organisations, showcasing their
achievements, schemes, and pro-
jects. In addition, there will be more
than 120 leisure stalls, 20 amuse-
ment rides, fun shows, and food
courts. “We expect large crowds
during Pongal and beyond,” Chan-
dra Mohan said.

Source: The Times of India, 3 January 2025, p.2

cutouts, assemble
stalls for the 49th
¥ India Tourism
¥ And Industrial

. Trade Fair at

* lIsland Grounds
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Technological Complex, the Rs, 40 lakhs
praject for functional developed plots for
glecirie, electronic apd instrument indus-
trinl units i3 well underway and its first
phase of setting up 60 units with an invests
meot of Rs, 160 lakhs will be completed
by July. Its second phase which will be
completed by July I'ﬂ'.fﬁ will involve as
investment of Rs. 220 lakhs by the State,
private and joint sectors, employing in the
2 phases about 2,000 persons. The adjacent
Vikram Sarabai Instronics Campus (See
Yol. 1Y pages 2011, 293 and 3350) has
42 units engaged in produciog 20 items
ranping from electronic processes and
controls o stand by generators for high
aliitudes and stereo sysiems feediog both
theinternal demands of Bharat Electronics,
Electronic Corporation of India, Iadian
Telephones as well as the export market.
The campus’s second phase is underway
to house 9 large units, 16 small units and
TIDCO's TV receiver and Precision lnstru-
ments Projects. A special ancillary estate
for 15 electronic units is also developing
“within the campus, The Central Electro-
fics testing Inborarory (See Vol IV page
551) is neanng completion on the campus
ata cost of Rs. 40 lakhs. Despite a late
start, the State is emerging as & major
‘elément in the eleetronics indostry.

/0il and Shipping :

ONGC and State Governmenl enginecers
are at work on oil prospecting and drilling
din the State. So far 16 deep wells have
been completed, two showing gas and one
oil. The rocky terrain on the coastal
plains are being surveyed seismically for
IU-HT.I-IJ-E the oil fields. 33 foreign com-
panics have expressed interest in drilling
40 this atea. " The Soviet seismic ship-has
ceompleted i3 survey off Karaikal and the
.I'PI.“: straits and the arcas are ready for
woncessions. Further the first 6,500 metres
"'f“,“ to belluuled in Mandapam and for
+his purgose’ the State is: beéing allotted s

rig. Also there is a request for the ONGUO
seismic survey ship to be used on the off-
shore survey to complete the preliminary:
findings of the Sowviet ship. On the
shipping side, the Poompuhar Shipping
Corporation has acquired two ships—one
Indizn and the other Japanese., These two
wessels are heing uvsed to transport coal
from Calcutta to Madras for our Thermal
srations and will on their return vovage
carry wheat. Their shoold be some stabi-

‘lity resulting in the power system,

Paper :
Paper shortage and high prices continue
in the State and the Country. A paper

“ factory wusing straw as raw material is.

being started by a Sivakasi Group, which
for the size has a large oumber of presses
requiring 6,000 tondes of paper per annum.
In this scarcity situation, where specula-
tion and black markeling become rife the
Federation of Paper Traders' Association
is making a special effort to ensue a regular
supply of stock from mills, wholesalers~
egnd disiributers on the basis of the offtake
in the 5 years 1968-73, and particularly to
ensure supply of white printing paper for
text books and educational use. o addi-
tion it has drawn up a code of conduct for
its members which other distributive trades
might well follow, The code enjeoin on
its members {a) never buying or selling
without bills and never taking premiums,
(b) mever refusing to sell to regular”

-gustomers, (¢) maintaining standards of

social ethics and, (d) co-operationg with
the government m observing all fiscal I:I.Hl
labour laws.
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