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CAG: TN in top three
economies, but fiscal
deficit above 90K cr

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu's gross
state domestic product (GSDP)
grew 13.7% to ¥27.21 lakh crore
in 2023-24, against the national
growth rate of 9.6%, keeping
the state among India’s top
three economies, according to
the report of Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
(CAG) on state finances for
2023-24. Per capita GSDP of TN
for the year was ¥3.5lakh while
that of the country was %21
lakh, said the report released
on Friday. Fiscal deficit, howe-
ver, widened to 90,430 crore.
The deficit-to-GSDP ratio of
3.32%, exceeds TN Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act’stargetof 3%.
CAG said this reflects higher
spending on welfare and subsi-
dies, outpacing growth in tax
and grant receipts.

Spending was dominated
by recurring commitments —
salaries (81,000 crore), pen-
sions (%33,000 crore), interest
payments (349,000 crore), and
subsidies (¥37,749 crore) — ac-
counting for more than half of
TN'’s total revenue expenditu-
re in 2023-24. About one-fifth of
the revenue was directed to-
ward capital outlay and deve-
lopment schemes that build
long-term assets.

The state continued to in-
vest 249,162 crore (11% of total
expenditure) in capital pro-
jects such as roads, bridges,
education, and water supply.
CAG said this investment was
backed by stronger revenue
mobilisation, with own tax re-
ceipts rising 13.15% to ¥.73
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lakh crore, supported by vehi-
cle registration, excise, and
commercial tax. Non-tax reve-
nue increased 7.37% to 325,904
crore. The total liabilities rose
to¥7.621akh crore, butthe debt-
to-GSDP ratio remained wit-
hin the statutory limit at 28%
against the 29.1% ceiling. The
report said more than 80% of
the state’s loans have maturiti-
es beyond five years, reducing
refinancing risk and ensuring
repayment stability. It also re-
corded full utilisation of Fifte-
enth Finance Commission
grants to local bodies — 74,927
crore spent out of 5,075 crore
allocated — indicating effecti-
vetransfer and use of fundsfor
sanitation, decentralized deve-
lopment, and public services.
In its recommendations,
CAG said govt should focus on
mobilizingresourcestoreduce
dependence on borrowings,
and that rising expenditure on
interest payments requires ca-
reful attention, stressing the
need to bring all taxes under
Consolidated Fund of state.

ource: The Times of India, 18 October 2025, p. 6

Economy

TN drafting roadmap to position itself as India’s low-altitude economy hub

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu is preparing an
infrastructure roadmap for the
low-altitude economy (LAE) as
it seeks to position itself as In-
dia’s centre for drones and ad-
vanced aerial mobility. A top
official told TNIE that the State
Planning Commission has be-
gun work on a strategy paper
that will underpin the emerg-
ing sector:

LAE refers to the economic
ecosystem centred around ac-
tivities, businesses, and serv-
ices conducted at altitudes be-
low 3,000 metres above ground
level. This sector is mainly

driven by advancements in
drone technology and the con-
cept of advanced air mobility
The LAE — covering opera-
tions up to 1,000 metres above
ground and extending to 3,000
metres — spans manned and
unmanned aerial systems and
is seen globally as a transforma-
tive economic frontier. Tamil
Nadu already has a head start.
It set up India’s first common
testing centre for drones at STP-
COT Vallam Vadagal with a
45 crore investment, and
through TIDCO it’s developing
an ecosystem for beyond visual
line of sight (BVLOS) training,
testing and operations at Chet-

tinad Airport under the Tamil

Nadu Innovation Initiatives
{TANII). “Tamil Nadu’s robust

Tamil Nadu's robust aerospace and
defencebase, anchored by HAL, BEL
and DRDO facilities, alongsideits
'60-km automotive corridor, gives it a
strong industrial foundation

Govt sources

Source: The New Indian Express, 06 October 2025, p. 4

aerospace and defence base, an-
chored by HAL, BEL and DRDO
facilities, alongside its 80-km
automotive corridor known as
the ‘Detroit of Asia’, givesita
strong industrial foundation,”
sources in the industries de-
partment said.

The state plans to unveil its
master plan at the Tamil Nadu
Low Altitude Economy Forum
2025 next month. The roadmap
is expected to outline vertiport
development, drone corridors,
training and certification pipe-
lines, regulatory sandboxes

Zuppa Geo, |IT-M & IAF sign MoU for joint research
CHENNAI: Chennai-based Zuppa Geo Navigation Technologies,

1IT-Madras and the Indian Air Force's B Base Repair Depot (8 BRD)
have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to jointly
develop unmanned aerial and navigation systems for defence use.
The MoU signed on Friday brings together Zuppa's deep-tech
expertise in unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) and navigation
systems, [IT-Madras's research and innovation ecosystem, and the
operational experience of one of the Air Force's key maintenance

and overhaul units. ENS

and industry partnerships. Glo-
bal players such as Airbus, Boe-
ing’s Wisk Aero and China's
EHang are slated to participate
along with Indian startups, in-
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cluding Garuda Aerospace,
Dhaksha and ePlane.

Officials say the push is be-
ing enabled by India’s liberal-
ised regulatory regime - from

the Drone Rules 2021 and the
National UTM Policy Frame-
work to a productionlinked in-
centive scheme for drones
worth $16 million. Recent
DGCA guidelines on eVTOL
(electric vertical takeoff and
landing) certification and verti-
portstandards also signal regu-
latory readiness for advanced
air mobility Globally, the LAE
is expanding at pace. China’s
market grew from $49 billion in
2021 to $65 billion in 2023 and is
projected to hit $450 billion by
2035. India's drone market,
though smaller at $562 million
in 2024, is forecast to nearly tri-
ple by 2033.



Exports, manufacturing spur growth but agri sector, fiscal strain could slow it down

WILL TN HIT TRILLION-DOLLAR
MARK BY 2030? IT DEPENDS

STRENGTH & SCALE

Sectors and strategies that are
helping to make TN among the
most dynamic state economies

MANUFACTURING SURGE
PRE-PANDEMIC

2015-2016 and 2018-19; 7.8%
TN's real GSDP grew at

COVID-19 YEARS | POST-PANDEMIC

2019-20 2021-2022 to
2024-2025

3 . 4%
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0.075

TN'S BIG

9.4% highest

in India

K R Shanmugam

amil Nadu aspires to be a §1

trillion economy by 2030, a

goal that holds transforma-

tive potential for its 7.7cr cit-

izens, particularly its young
workforce. The prospect of achieving
this ambitious target has strengthened
with the state’s recent surge in the eco-
nomic growth rate.

In 20242025, TN, India’s second larg-
est economy, emerged as the fastest-
growing state, recording a double-digit
growth rate of 11.19%, exceeding the
national average of 6.5%. In 2023-2024,
the state maintained momentum with a
growth rate of 9.26%.

However, the state would need to
sustain a nominal gross state domestic
product (GSDP) growth rate of 20.48%
per year to hit the target by 2030-2031,
an unlikely pace implying a real growth
rate of 15.48%. Based on current strate-
gies and growth trends, the state is
more likely to reach its target by 2032.

Nevertheless, TN continues to
perform strongly despite global head-
winds. While India’s overall FDI in-
flows declined from 2022 to 2025 due
to global investment uncertainty and
tighter financial conditions, Tamil
Nadu’s inflow has continued to rise,
reflecting the effectiveness of its proac-
tive investment promotion policies.

At the Global Investors Meet (GIM)
2024, the state signed 631 MoUs worth
%6.64 trillion, signalling strong investor
confidence. The chief minister’s invest-
ment promotion visits to the United
States, United Kingdom and Germany

WHAT TN HAS GOING FOR IT

SECONDARY SECTOR (13.4%) ¢onstruction :

SERVICES SECTOR (11.3%)

TRACK FOR
HIGH-INCOME
STATUS | World Bank's

DRIVERS OF KEYCONTRIBUTORS: RN ‘roseby  Realestate 12.4%
ECONOMIC National average 4.50, (SGUZXHN 11.6%  Public administration 14.2%
GROWTH
(2024-25) Manufacturing grew 14,79, ‘ { 1\'ansport,hotels andrestaurams 11.3%
. Miscellaneous services 12.59%
THE TRILLION DOLLAR RACE

TN, if it maintains nominal growth rate
of 16% will hit target in 2032-2033

2032-2033
2033-2034

2030-2031 16.6% 15.2%

14.8%

MAHARASHTRA GUJARAT KARNATAKA

high-income threshold
projected to rise to US$16,122
by 2034-2035. At 16%
nominal growth rate, TN
could cross threshold
by then

uilding on legacy in textiles and leather, TN has developed diverse industrial

ecosystem, ranging from automobiles and auto components (Chennai);
Textiles and garments (Tirupur, Coimbatore); Leather (Vellore, Ambur);
Electronics and IT (Chennai, Hosur, Sriperumbudur); Renewable energy (wind
power corridor from Coimbatore to Tirunelveli). Every district is now part of one
or more industrial corridor projects, a distinction no other state in India holds

in 20242025 secured new industrial
commitments of ¥23,000cr:

TN's textile exports, which account
for a major share of its outward trade,
are feeling the pinch of the recent
50% hike in US tariffs as a third of the
state’s textile exports are directed to
this market. While it poses a temporary
setback, the Union govt’s suspension of
11% customs duty on cotton until Dec
offers partial relief to the sector. At the
same time, TN is diversifying its export
markets to reduce dependence on tradi-
tional destinations, which are expected
to sustain its momentum and help it
reach the trillion-dollar mark in 2032.

A Kkey strength also lies in TN's
MSME ecosystem, comprising more
than two million enterprises that play
a vital role in driving exports and em-
ployment. In recent years, the state has
made remarkable strides in high-tech-
nology exports, overtaking Karnataka
and Uttar Pradesh to become India’s
leading exporter of electronic goods,
with export volumes rising sharply to
$14.65 billion in 2024-2025.

Source: The Times of India, 27 October 2025, p. 6

Merchandise exports too have near-
ly doubled from $26.1 billion in 2020-2021
to $52 billion in 2024-0225, highlighting
its growing global competitiveness and
industrial diversification. The state has
strategies in export promotion to reach
$100 billion by 2030 and investments
expansion which is a major ingredient
to boost growth. The result of these re-
flects in 9.3% real growth in 2023-2024
and 11.2% in 2024-2025. It is expected
that in the next year; the growth will be
closer to 12%.

Tamil Nadu continues to rank
among the top Indian states in attract-
ing foreign direct investment (FDI).
India’s overall FDI equity inflows de-
clined sharply from $49.38 billion in
2022 to $27.56 billion in 2024 amid global
investment uncertainty and tighter
financial conditions, but Tamil Nadu
defied the trend. The state’s FDI inflows
rose steadily from $2,169 million in
2022-2023 to US$3,681 million in the fol-
lowing year

On the economic growth front, ag-
riculture was the only sector in Tamil
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File photo

Nadu to register negative growth in
2023-2024 and 2024-2025, largely due to
adverse climatic conditions. Although
agriculture contributes only about 6%
to GSDP, a revival in crop output could
add 0.5% to 1% to overall growth. Ef-
forts to enhance irrigation efficiency,
promote crop diversification and
expand access to agritech solutions
would be essential to revive this sector
and strengthen its resilience against
climate variability.

One area where the state needs its
attention is fiscal management. While
TN has controlled its fiscal deficit to
around 3% of GSDP, its revenue defi-
cit remains above 1%, constraining
the capital expenditure-to-GSDP ratio
to below 3%. The outstanding liabili-
ties stands at 26% of GSDP, exceeding
the 20% sustainable level suggested
by the New Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management committee. Go-
ing forward, TN will need to pursue
prudent fiscal management and ensure
that borrowed resources are directed
toward productive, growth-enhancing
assets.

Tamil Nadu’s economic trajec-
tory stands out as a story of visionary
policy, resilient industry, and inclusive
development and is well-positioned not
only to achieve its trillion-dollar ambi-
tion but also to lead India’s transforma-
tion into a developed economy by 2047.

(The writer is former director of the
Madras School of Economics and
economic consultant to state govt’s
finance department)

Email your feedback

to southpole.toi@timesofindia.com



PE-VC investments in T.N. plummet during
third quarter of 2025 amid ‘uncertainties’

the SaaS$ sector is affected,
Chennai is automatically
impacted. All those mega
rounds of funding is now

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Private Equity and Venture
Capital (PEVC) firms in-
vested $126 million across
11 deals in companies
based in Tamil Nadu dur-
ing the third quarter of
2025.

During the same quar-
ter in 2024, the State at-
tracted PE-VC investments
to the tune of $728 million
across 11 deals, according

Rise and fall :

Alook at the PE-VC and angel
investments and deals secured
by Tamil Nadu from 2023

PE-VC INVESTMENTS
IN COMPANIES BASED IN
TAMIL NADU

ANGEL INVESTMENTS

to the data shared by Ven-

ture Intelligence,

search service focused on
private company finan-

cials, transactions,

their valuations. The data

includes venture capital
type investments, but ex-
clude PE investments in
real estate.

Big investment

In September of this quar-
ter, private equity firm
Westbridge Capital invest-
ed $72 million in Kovai Paz-
hamudir Nilayam as part of

a fresh funding round. This
was one of the biggest in-
vestments that came in
during the quarter, as per
data collated by Venture

Source: The Hindu, 03 October 2025, p. 4

State’s debt could reduce
by 33 lakh crore if Centre
releases dues: Thennarasu

The Hindu Bureaun
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
on Thursday told the As-
sembly that the State’s
debt could reduce by
about I3 lakh crore if the
Union government releas-
es dues.

Responding to ATADMK
MLA P. Thangamani, who
spoke about the reduction
in GST rates during the
discussion on demands
for the first supplemen-
tary grants, Mr. Thennara-
su said that due to GST
rate rationalisation, the
tax revenue of the States
had declined, thereby in-
creasing their financial
burden. He also said the
Union government had
not released the GST Com-
pensation Cess to the
State.

The Minister said the
AIADMK, which is inan al-
liance with the BJP, should
urge the Centre to release
Tamil Nadu’s dues. Leader
of the Opposition Edappa-

di K. Palaniswami inter- He also urged the AIADMK
vened to say that the DMK to exert pressure on the
and its allies, who have 39  Centre.

MPs in the Lok Sabha, Mr.

Thangam Thennarasu

should raise the issue in Mr.
Parliament.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin said MPs from Tamil
Nadu had been consistent-
ly raising the issue in the
Lok Sabha, and the State
government had also been
raising it in the GST Coun-
cil meetings.

‘BJP biased’

He accused the BJP go-
vernment at the Centre of
acting with bias, and said
he had repeatedly raised
the issue of dues to Tamil
Nadu during his meetings
with the Prime Minister.

Palaniswami said

rantee

the State.

IN COMPANIES BASED
| Number Amount IN TAMIL NADU
Quarter
| of Deals (SM) GreD Number
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Source: Venture Intelligence

Intelligence.

Even angel investments
during the quarter did not
match the levels of pre-
vious quarters and years.

that when he met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
he had requested the re-
lease of funds for the Ma-
hatma Gandhi
Rural Employment Gua-

National

Scheme

(MGNREGS) to the State,
following which the funds
were released. Minister for
Rural Development L. Peri-
yasamy intervened and
said that over ¥1,000 crore
was yet to be released to

Thennarasu said
the DMK government had
been paying ¥1.40 lakh
crore as interest on the
debt inherited from the
previous AIADMK regime.
During the AIADMK re-
gime, Tamil Nadu’s debt
rose to ¥2.11 lakh crore in
2015-16, an increase of

108% from 2011-12. Subse-

quently, by the end of the
next AIADMK tenure bet-
ween 2016-17 and 2020-21,
the State’s debt increased
to ¥4.80 lakh crore, mark-
ing a 128% rise. Currently,
the State’s debt stood at
39.21 lakh crore, having ri-
sen at a comparatively
lower rate of 93% during

the DMIK’s tenure, the Mi-

nister added.

Source: The Hindu, 17 October 2025, p. 10

Between July and
September 2025,
the State recorded
only six angel
investments. During
Q3 of 2024, Tamil

Nadu saw 11 angel
investments

Between July and Septem-
ber 2025, the State record-
ed only six angel invest-
ments. During Q3 of 2024,
Tamil Nadu saw 11 angel
investments.

SaaS firms hit

Arun Natarajan, founder
and managing director of
Venture Intelligence, said
“Investors have raised
enough money. And there
is more money in the sys-
tem. But there are lot of
uncertainties.”

Earlier, investors were
betting on SaaS firms. But
now, SaaS firms are im-
pacted because of Al (Artif-
icial Intelligence). And if

history, he added.

SpaceTech firms

To a query on what sectors
are attracting investors,
Mr. Natarajan said: “Space-
Tech and DeepTech firms
are doing quite well - that
is the flavour of the season.
Drone and defence-related

start-ups
attention.”

are

getting

At the national-level, PE-

VC firms

invested over

$5.67 billion (across 299
deals) in Indian companies
during the period from Ju-

ly to September 2025.

The investment amount
represents a 26% decline
over the $7.63 billion
(across 339 deals) invested
in the same period during

2024.

Deal volume in the third
quarter of 2025 fell by 12%
compared to same period

in 2024.

T.N. government’s off-budget
borrowings were more than
33,900 cr. as of March 2024

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s off-budget borrow-
ings stood at ¥3,919.10
crore as of March 31, 2024.
Off-budget borrowings ref-
er to the borrowings un-
dertaken by the State pu-
blic sector for which the
principal and interest are
serviced out of State
Budgets.

The Tamil Nadu State Fi-
nancial Responsibility and
Budget Management Act
(TNFR Act), 2003, defines
total liabilities as “liabilities
under the Consolidated
Fund of the State and the
Public Account of the
State”, according to the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India’s (CAG)
State Finances Audit Re-
port for the year 2023-24.

Indirect liabilities

The borrowings made by
the corporations/agencies
for implementing various
State-planned pro-
grammes, for which the
principal and the interest

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2025, p. 8
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are paid by the State go-
vernment, are not cap-
tured in its financial ac-
counts. These borrowings
indirectly add to the liabili-
ties of the State, it said.
According to the CAG,
Tamil Nadu’s off-budget
borrowings were 32,298.54
crore as of March 31, 2023.

Major borrowers

This included borrowings
by the Tamil Nadu Rural
Housing and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpo-
ration (¥308.71 crore), the
Water and  Sanitation
Pooled Fund-Tamil Nadu
Urban Infrastructure Fi-
nancial Services Limited
(¥380.14 crore), and the Ta-
mil Nadu Water Resources
Conservation and River
Restoration (31,591.53
crore), it said.

In 2023-24, the Water
And Sanitation Pooled
Fund-Tamil Nadu Urban
Infrastructure  Financial
Services Limited made an
offbudget borrowing of
¥80.48 crore and the Tamil
Nadu Water Resources
Conservation and River

Restoration made a bor-
rowing of ¥1,591.53 crore,
while the State govern-
ment repaid ¥51.45 crore
borrowings of the Tamil
Nadu Rural Housing and
Infrastructure  Develop-
ment Corporation, CAG
said.

Fiscal discipline

To curb off-budget borrow-
ings and bring fiscal disci-
pline among States, with
effect from FY 2021-22, bor-
rowings made by ‘State-
owned entities’, where
principal and/or interest is
serviced through State
Budgets and/or assignment
of taxes/cess or any other
State’s revenue, are fac-
tored in for the purpose of
issuance of borrowing con-
sent to State governments,
the Union Ministry of Fi-
nance said in Rajya Sabha
in a written reply earlier
this year.

This was done consider-
ing the effect of some
States bypassing the Net
Borrowing Ceiling by tak-
ing advantage of off-budget
borrowings.



TN to settle TNPDCL debt
to tune of 59,000 crore

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state govt has
decided to settle 259,038 crore
debt of the Tamil Nadu Power
Distribution Corporation
(TNPDCL) to abide by the Su-
preme Court ruling to reduce
loan burden of power discoms
across the country within four
years.

Asper Tamil Nadu Electri-
city Regulatory Commission's
latest affidavit filed before the
Appellate Tribunal for Elec-
tricity (APTEL), the commis-
sion instructed TNPDCL to li-
quidate the debt through govt
funding, either as a one-time
grant of the entire debt or be-
fore 2028 by releasing
%19,679.38 crore. But, the state
may have to spend an additio-
nal 8,896 crore as the carry-

ing cost if it chooses to settle
the debtsin three years.

Sources in TNPDCL said
TN govt has written to the
Union finance ministry to re-
lax Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM)
Act regulations to procure lo-
ans to settle the TNPDCL's
debt. “Borrowing is restricted
to 3% of GSDP under the
FRBM Act, soithastoberelax-
ed toenablemore borrowing,”
said the source. Assoon asitis
approved, the TNPDCL will be
relieved of its debt burden, so
that expenditure on the inter-
est payment on huge debts wo-
uld come down.

The initiative comes in the
wake of the Supreme Court's
order in August to drastically
reduce the debts of power dis-
coms within four years for ex-
isting assets and cap new lo-

Source: The Times of India, 31 October 2025, p. 6

ans at 3% of the Annual Reve-
nue Requirement (ARR). It di-
rected all state electricity
regulatory commissionstoco-
me up with a detailed road-
map for recovery of loans
through tariff hikes and sub-
sidies and ordered the Appel-
late Tribunal for Electricity
(APTEL)tosupervise the imp-
lementation of the directives.
In September, TNERC told AP-
TEL it would soonsubmitade-
tailed roadmap.

TN's power utility is ree-
ling under %1.8 lakh crore debt
burden, even as the state govt
has been supporting the dis-
com through loss funding sin-
ce 2021. TNERC in April this
year approved 83,000 crore as
recoverable debt and has been
increasing the tariff annually
to curb accumulation of furt-
herdebt.

TN. government plans to borrow
339,000 crore in Q3 of FY2026

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment plans to borrow
%39,000 crore in the third-
quarter of fiscal 2025-26, as
per the indicative market
borrowings schedule of
States’ released by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI).
States, including Tamil
Nadu, raise funds through
issue of bonds known as
State Development Loans
(SDLs). The auction for the
bonds is conducted by the
RBI. The bonds are issued
for various tenures and
States have to repay the
principal along with inter-
est on maturity. SDLs form
a major part of Tamil Na-
du’s outstanding liabilities.

Borrowing ceiling

The Union government fix-
es the borrowing ceiling
for States. The borrowing
ceiling is 3% of the project-
ed Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) for 2025-
26. An additional borrow-
ing of 0.5% of the GSDP is
allowed for States, contin-

gent on them undertaking
electricity distribution re-
forms and augmentation of
intra-state transmission ca-
pacity.

In his Budget speech for
2025-26, Tamil Nadu Fi-
nance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu said the esti-
mates for receipt and re-
payment of borrowings
had been finalised on the
basis of overall borrowing
ceiling fixed by the Govern-
ment of India. The Tamil
Nadu government plans to
borrow a total amount of
?1,62,096.76 crore during
2025-26 and make a repay-
ment of ¥55,844.53 crore.
As aresult, the outstanding
borrowing as on March 31,
2026 will be %9,29,959.3
crore, he had pointed out.

In Tamil Nadu’s Budget
estimates for 2025-26, the
Debt to GSDP Ratio was
projected to be 26.07%,
well within the target of
28.70% prescribed under
the 15" Finance Commis-
sion.

In fiscal 2025-26 (till Ju-
Iy), the State’s gross market
borrowings stood at

Source: The Hindu, 13 October 2025, p. 6

31,300 crore as per RBI
data. After adjusting for re-
payments, the net borrow-
ing was ¥17,550 crore.

State’s tax revenue

Till August in fiscal 2025-
26, State’s Own Tax Reve-
nue (SOTR), which consti-
tutes 75.3% of Tamil Nadu's
total revenue receipts,
stood at ¥74,942.53 crore,
when compared to
¥72,098.52 crore in the
same period last year, ac-
cording to the provisional
figures from the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
(CAG). For fiscal 2025-26
(till August), Tamil Nadu’s
total revenue receipts
stood at ¥1,08,460.85
crore, which is 32.71% of
the Budget estimates, as
per the CAG.

The revenue deficit,
which indicates that ex-
penditure is exceeding re-
ceipts, was ¥25,686.65
crore so far in fiscal 2025-
26 (till August), while the
fiscal deficit, the difference
between total receipts and
total expenditure, stood at
337,082.06 crore.

State government
intends to make TN. a
quality capital: Rajaa

. Lt o8 8

Minister for Industries T.R.B. Rajaa speaking at a business summit
held in city on Wednesday. AKHILA EASWARAN

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Industries
T.R.B. Rajaa on Wednesday
said the State government
intends to make Tamil Na-
du the quality capital of In-
dia and the world.

Earlier, industries in the
State looked up to preci-
sion engineering from
Switzerland as a bench-
mark, but it is time to ex-
plore opportunities and fo-
cus on quality through the
India-European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) Trade
and Economic Agreement,
he said, while speaking at
the Tamil Nadu EFTA Busi-
ness Summit 2025 in Chen-
nai organised by the South-
ern India Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SICCD).

The trade and economic
agreement, which came in-
to effect from October 1,

Tamil Nadu has
doubled its exports
to $52 billion from
$26 billion in the last

four years, says
Industries Minister

pledges $100 billion in in-
vestments and the creation
of one million direct jobs in
India over 15 years, while
providing wider goods and
services access across Swit-
zerland, Norway, Iceland,
and Liechtenstein.

Mr. Rajaa said Tamil Na-
du has doubled its exports
to $52 billion from $26 bil-
lion in the last four years,
with $14.6 billion coming
from electronics.

Tamil Nadu has signed
MoUs with an investment
potential of 11.32 lakh
crore and with a high con-
version rate, Mr. Rajaa
said.

Source: The Hindu, 09 October 2025, p. 4
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TN. finally allocated
RTE funds by Centre

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

The Union government has
released ¥538.39 crore un-
der the Right to Education
(RTE) Entitlements compo-
nent of the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), fol-
lowing a notice from the
Supreme Court.

The funds include
Centre’s share of 3362
crore for 2024-25, and
%175.59 crore as the first in-
stalment for 2025-26. The
remaining 175.59 crore for
2025-26 will be released
later.

In light of this, the Tamil
Nadu School Education
Department on Thursday
announced that the State
will begin RTE admissions
on October 9 for the cur-

The State will begin
RTE admissions for
2025-26 on October 9

rent academic  year.
Schools across the State
are set to reopen on Octob-
er 6 after the quarterly ho-
lidays.

Under the RTE Act, 25%
of the seats in entry-level
classes, including LKG and
Class 1, in private schools
must be reserved for stu-
dents from the marginal-
ised sections of society.
However, since the Centre
had not disbursed funds
under the SSA, the State
was unable to begin the ad-
mission process.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Source: The Hindu, 03 October 2025, p. 1 amd 8
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T.N. finally allocated
RTE funds by Centre

According to Chandra Mohan B., Secretary of
School Education, Tamil Nadu, admissions un-
der this category for the current academic year
will be conducted among children who are alrea-
dy enrolled in the entry-level classes.

The particulars will be filled by the principals
of the school after identifying and getting written
permission from parents to apply for RTE
admissions.

Admissions will be conducted through an on-
line process via the School Education depart-
ment’s official RTE portal. A 10-day online admis-
sion window has been scheduled to regularise
eligible children who have already been admitted
under the RTE quota, Mr. Chandra Mohan
added.

Further, any fee already collected from the
student must be refunded within seven working
days, with confirmation from both the school
and the parent, the department directed
schools.

Madras HC direction
Earlier this year, the Madras High Court had di-
rected the Union government to consider delink-
ing RTE reimbursements from the Samagra
Shiksha scheme. After this, the State government
had filed a Special Leave Petition (SLP) before the
Supreme Court, seeking a binding direction to
the Union government to release its share of
funds.

A notice was issued by the Supreme Court, fol-
lowing which the funds were released by the
Centre.

Usually, the admissions under the RTE Act be-
gin by mid-April and end by May, and the applica-
tions are filed on the State government’s online
portal.

To oversee the process, a District-level Moni-
toring Committee, headed by the Chief Educa-
tional Officer, has been set up in each district.
Schools will upload the total number of seats
filled in entry-level classes as on September 30,
by October 7. By October 14, the final list of elig-
ible applicants are displayed on the school notice
board.

Parents can access the RTE admissions link at
rteadmission@tnschools.gov.in or call the hel-
pline 14417 for further details.

“T.N. has received its due’
School Education Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhi, in a post on the social media platform X,
said: “We have received our due #RTE funds as a
result of the arguments we have made against the
Union government, which is working to block
the Right to Compulsory Education Act-2009, at
the High Court and Supreme Court as directed by
the Honorable Chief Minister @mkstalin.”
Therefore, student admission procedures for
the 2025-26 academic year are beginning in ac-
cordance with the Act, the School Education Mi-
nister added.

Move welcomed

Welcoming the move, R. Nandakumar, general
secretary of the Tamil Nadu Nursery, Matricula-
tion and CBSE Schools Association, said, “We are
glad that reimbursement for the RTE admissions
for the past two years will now be completed.
Though it is difficult for parents to look into the
admissions in the middle of the academic year,
we are happy that the admissions are taking
place”

TN sets up fund of funds for startups

TOI

Z100crore
Allocated For
Capital Funds

Times NEws NETWORK

Coimbatore: In a bid to at-
tract private capital into the
state, TN govt plans tosetupa
fund of funds, chief minister
M K Stalin announced at the
TN Global Startup Summit
(TNGSS) held in Coimbatore
on Thursday. Calling it a ‘co-
creating fund’, he said govt
has allocated 100 crore to in-
vest in venture capital funds,
which will in turn be invested
instartups.

Stalin said this effort will
catalyze private venture in-
vestments, encourage risk
capital, and attract global cap-
ital to the state. The fund of
funds scheme is designed
along the lines of those of
Unionand neighbouringstate

between StartupTN and vari-

BOOSTING INNOVATION: 18 MoUs were signed at the event

govts, and could help address
the weak funding ecosystem
in the state. It is gathered that
the fund will back venture
capitalists and mandate them
to invest up to a certain limit
within TN. Currently, state
govt provides direct equity
funding and aggregates fund-
ing through TANFUND.

At the event, Stalin said
that in the past four years, the
number of startups regis-
tered has grown sixfold com-
pared to earlier years, and
nearly half of these 12,000
startups are led by women en-

Source: The Times of India, 10 October 2025, p. 6

trepreneurs.

Between 2020 and 2025, the
number of startups regis-
tered with the department for
promotion of industry and in-
ternal trade (DPIT) in TN
grew at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 36%,
which is thrice the national
average of 11%, he said, ac-
knowledging the role of star-
tupsin the state’s growth.

Several initiatives have
been implemented to help
startups access global mar-
kets, including those in Du-
bai, the US, and Singapore,

The fund will back ous organizations, including
oy e AsiaBerlin from Germany,

venture caplta||5t§ and Santa Clara University from
mandate them toinvest the US, Link Innovations
up to a certain limit from France, and startup or-
ey = ganizations from Canada,
within TN_‘ cur“_mtly' South Korea, and the Philip-
govt prowdes direct pines. In addition, letters
equity funding and were exchanged with hub-
= .brussels, the trade and inno-

aggregates fundmg vation agency of Belgium’s
through TANFUND Brussels-Capital Region, to

and these collaborations will
open new market opportuni-
ties for TN-based startups.
“Usually, startup achieve-
ments are measured in bil-
lions-dollar valuations, but
we are trying to democratize
that and include people from

disadvantaged back-
grounds,” Stalin said.
Stalin also released a draft

report titled Vision 2035 Road-
map, which outlines strate-
giestofurtherboostthestate’s
startup ecosystem over the
next 10 years. More than 18
MoUs were signed at the event
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help TN startups expand in-
ternationally.

Later atthe event, S Krish-
nan, secretary of the ministry
of electronics and informa-
tion technology (MeitY), said
TN dominates various minis-
try-run deep-tech startup pro-
grammes. “A significantnum-
ber of startups and incuba-
tion centres from TN are part
of programmes such as TIDE
and GENESIS, and within the
state, Coimbatore is leading
these efforts. More startups
will join the upcoming DLI
and IndiaAl missions,” he
said.



Chennai’s retail market witnesses 8%
year-on-year growth in Q3 of 2025

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chennai’s retail market
maintained a healthy mo-
mentum in the third quar-
ter of 2025, recording a
leasing volume of 0.16 mil-
lion square feet, a year-on-
year growth of 8%.

Main streets dominated
leasing activity with an 88%
share, recording 0.14 mil-
lion square feet of leasing —
up by 29% over the pre-
vious quarter, according to
data shared by Cushman &
Walkefield, a real estate ser-

vices firm, as part of its Q3-
2025 Retail Marketbeat Re-
port.

The Off-CBD (Central Bu-
siness District) sub-market
led leasing activity with a
29% share, followed by
Suburban South (25%). Pro-
minent high streets such as
T. Nagar, Anna Nagar, ECR,
and Purasawalkam ac-
counted for nearly half of
the total demand.

Sector-wise, the food
and beverages (F&B) seg-
ment led with a 24% share,
followed by accessories
and lifestyle, at 22%. Dom-

Source: The Hindu, 13 October 2025, p. 4

estic brands continued to
dominate leasing activity in
Q3 with a 74% share, while
international brands
strengthened their pre-
sence, capturing 26% -
double their share when
compared to the same pe-
riod in 2024.

During the quarter, De-
cathlon leased 20,000 sq.ft
at Pondy Bazaar, and Sty-
leUp took 12,000 sq.ft
space on the East Coast
Road. Malls recorded a leas-
ing volume of 0.02 million
sq.ft in Q3, with the north-
west sub-market account-

ing for 58% of the activity,
followed by south-west at
23%.

In this particular quar-
ter, demand was led by
F&B, Fashion and CDIT
brands. The overall mall va-
cancy declined marginally
by 20 bps to 13.36%. Supe-
rior-grade malls continued
to record high occupancy
levels, with vacancy re-
maining tight, at 1%-2%.

Grade A malls recorded
a modest rental increase,
driven by limited space
availability and steady de-
mand.

US tariff bites into Trichy’s Diwali snacks exports

Deepak.Karthik
@timesofindia.com

Trichy: Major snack pro-
ducers in Trichy have re-
ported a sharp fall in ex-
ports of sweets and savou-
ries to the US this Diwali,
following the imposition of
ab0% tariff onIndian goods.
Exporters said demand
from the US has dropped by
as much as 70-80% despite
thefestive season, tradition-
ally their busiest time of the
year.

“With the 50% tariff,
buyers are forced to pay
nearly three times the usual
price, including freight
costs. Individual customers
are reluctant to spend more,

SWEET TRENDS

> Popular Exports from Trichy
| Palkova | Chandrakala | Laddu |
Murukku | Ribbon Pakoda

» Export Destinations |
Singapore | UAE |
Qatar

Dip in US Exports
> Fall in demand | 70-80%

GST revision
» Snacks | from 12% to 5%

> Reason | 50% tariff on
Indian goods

> Bakery items | from
18% to 5%

even with a large Indian
diaspora inthe US,” said As-
win Ganesan, managing
partner of Perambalur-
based Aswins  Sweets.
“From sending seven con-
tainers last season, we’'ve
come down to just two this
year. Many are hoping for
the tariff to ease by Christ-

Source: The Times of India, 16 October 2025, p. 4

mas, as there are no real al-
ternatives to Indian sweets
andsnacks.”

The higher tariffs have
reduced the value of ship-
ments from around 10 lakh
to 3 lakh for some pro-
ducers. To offset the slump
in the US market, exporters
are increasing supplies to

Singapore and Gulf coun-
tries such as the UAE and
Qatar, where demand re-
mains strong.

“Demand for sweets in
Dubai and Singapore has
risen by at least 10% this
year. We're also exploring
the Malaysian market,” said
S Ganesh Kumar, founder of
Thayumanavar A2 Dairy
Farms.

“If the runway expan-
sion at Trichy International
Airport were completed, it
would open access to more
potential markets.”

Milk-based sweets such
as Chandrakala, Palkova,
and Laddu are among the
most popular exports from
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the Trichy region. Expor-
ters largely rely on passen-
ger flights from Trichy to
meet orders in Southeast
Asiaand the Gulf.

“Snack items are doing
well in Singapore and Du-
bai. We’ve completed our Di-
walishipmentstothese mar-
kets on a satisfactory note
despite the US setback. Now,
it’s time to focus on the local
market,” said Saranath
Rangarajan, proprietor of
Sree Krishna Sweets.

Meanwhile, the reduc-
tion in GST on snacks from
12% to 5% and on pastries
from 18% to 5% has helped
boost domestic sales this Di-
wali, producers added.



Allocate adequate
fertilizer to TN: CM

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin wrote to Union min-
ister for chemicals and fertil-
izers J P Nadda on Tuesday
urging Union govtto allocate
full quantum of fertilizer de-
manded by TN govt.

“As of now, Union depart-
ment of fertilizers has allo-
cated 6.51akh tonnes of urea,
1.5 lakh tonnes of DAP, 1.8
lakh tonnes of MOP and 5.14
lakh tonnes of NPK complex
fertilizers against the re-
gquirement of 6.94 lakh
tonnes of Urea, 1.93 lakh
tonnes of DAP, 1.88 lakh

tonnes of MOP and 5.15 lakh
tonnes of NPK complex fer-
tilizers proposed by the
state,” he said.

Stalin said there will be a
sharp surge in demand for
straight fertilizers, particu-
larly Urea, due to increased
crop cultivation in the cur-
rent Rabi season. “I request
you to issue necessary in-
structions to ensure the fer-
tilizer sought by the state is
duly considered and sup-
plied in time to meet the re-
quirement for the coming
months,” he said.

Agriculture

Source: The Times of India, 29 October 2025, p. 4

Source: The Hindu, 22 October 2025, p. 6

T.N. requests Centre to relax
permissible moisture limit
for procurement of paddy

Stalin instructs the Collectors to ensure prompt procurement of paddy in the delta and reviews

monsoon preparedness in Chennai, Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu, and delta districts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n view of the rain lash-

ing various parts of Ta-

mil Nadu, the State go-
vernment has requested
the Union government to
relax the permissible mois-
ture limit for paddy pro-
curement from 17% to 22%.
The request was made on
October 19.

On Tuesday, Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin reviewed
the monsoon preparations
in Chennai, Tiruvallur,
Kancheepuram, and Chen-
galpattu districts and in
delta districts, including
Mayiladuthurai, Nagapatti-
nam, Tiruvarur, and Than-
javur. At a video-confe-
rence, the Chief Minister
chaired at the Secretariat,
he reviewed the storage
and movement of the pad-
dy procured. He instructed
the Collectors to ensure
prompt procurement of
paddy in the delta.

Mr. Stalin advised auth-
orities to protect the pro-
cured paddy from rain and
ensure that it was moved to
warehouses in time. He
asked officials to move pe-
ople living in low-lying
areas and along riverbanks
to safety. Further, Mr. Sta-
lin reiterated that relief
camps be kept ready,
stocked with food, drink-
ing water, and medicines.

Taking stock: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin chairing a review meeting through vi

Secretariatin Chennai on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

He also instructed officials
to focus more on areas
prone to inundation in
Chennai.  Earthmovers,
boats, motor pumps, tree
cutters, lorries, about
51,600 electric posts, and
over 1,800 electric trans-
formers are ready to be de-
ployed when required.

The Chief Minister
urged the officials to en-
sure uninterrupted power
supply and promptly at-
tend to rain-related com-
plaints received by the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion.

Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi, Chief Secre-
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tary N. Muruganandam,
and senior officials took
part in the meeting.

12 Officers deputed

The State government has
deputed 12 1AS officers to
districts where heavy rain
has been forecast by the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment. They will camp in
these 12 districts to ensure
preparatory measures in
view of the weather
prediction.

The monitoring officers
for 12 districts are: K.P. Kar-
thikeyan for Tiruvallur,
K.S. Kandasamy for Kan-
cheepuram, Kranti Kumar

e

eo-conferencing from the

Pati for Chengalpattu, S.A.
Raman for Villupuram, D.
Mohan for Cuddalore, Ka-
vitha Ramu for Mayiladuth-
urai, T. Anand for Tiruva-
rur, A. Annadurai for
Nagapattinam, H. Krishna-
nunni for Thanjavur, P. Sri
Venkata Priya for Kallakur-
ichi, M. Vijayalakshmi for
Ariyalur, and M. Lakshmi
for Perambalur.

In Chennai, the IAS of-
ficers who have been
named for each of the 15
zones of the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation have been
advised to ensure prepara-
tory measures immediate-
ly, an official release said.



Central teams assess moisture
content in paddy across State

Tiruchi, Pudukkottai and Thanjavur farmers made a common demand that the Centre authorise

the State to decide on moisture content relaxation as the delay in approval affects procurement

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUCHI

entral government
C teams visited Than-

javur, Pudukkottai,
and Tiruchi districts on
Sunday to assess the mois-
ture content in paddy
stocks following continu-
ous rain under the in-
fluence of the Northeast
monsoon. Farmers across
the Cauvery delta have
urged the teams to ensure
the release of the moisture
content relaxation report
without delay to facilitate
smooth procurement.

State’s request

The visit comes after the
Tamil Nadu government
requested the Centre for
permission to procure pad-
dy with a moisture level of
up to 22%, citing the im-
pact of the rain.

A team, led by P.K.
Singh, Deputy Director of
the Indian Grain Storage
Management and Research
Institute, Ludhiana, along
with Technical Officers
Shobhit Siwach and Ra-
kesh Barala, inspected the
Aalakkudi direct procure-
ment centre in Thanjavur
district in the morning.
Samples were collected
from the paddy bags.

Farmers gathered at the
site urged the officials to
release the report at the
earliest. “Every year dur-
ing the “Kuruvai’ and ‘Sam-
ba’ seasons, the moisture
level rises owing to the
rain. But there is always a
delay in decision-making.
This time, we want the re-

(¥ =
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Spot assessment: A Central team collecting paddy samples in Thanjavur on Sunday. R. VENGADESH

port to be released imme-
diately,” a farmer said. Se-
nior officials, including
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation (TNCSC) Ma-
naging Director A. Annad-
urai and Collector P. Pri-
yanka Pankajam,
accompanied the team,
which also visited the pro-
curement centres at Rara-
muthirai Kottai, Telungan
Kudikaadu, and Keel Koil-
pathu.

Another team held in-
spections in Tiruchi dis-
trict, starting with Valadi
taluk. It visited procure-
ment centres at Valadi,
Poovalur, Komangudi, and
Koppavalli. The team,
comprising R.K. Shahi, De-
puty Director (S&R), De-
partment of Food and Pu-
blic Distribution, and
Technical Officers Rahul
Sharma and Tanij Sharma,
interacted with officials
and farmers, inspected
stocks, and collected sam-

Source: The Hindu, 27 October 2025, p. 5

ples. The same team went
to Pudukkottai in the after-
noon and inspected the
procurement centres at
Kallakottai, Banduvakottai,
Raghunathapuram, That-
tamanipatti, and Kulathur
Nayakarpalli in Gandarvak-
kottai taluk.

Common demand

In all three districts, farm-
ers made a common de-
mand: that the Centre
authorise the State govern-
ment to decide on mois-
ture content relaxation be-
cause the delay in the
Centre’s approval affected
procurement and their li-
velihood.

With nearly 6.5 lakh
acres of ‘Kuruvai’ paddy
cultivated in the delta this
year and 80% of the har-
vest completed, thousands
of tonnes of paddy has
been lying in the open for
weeks because of inadeq-
uate transport. The rain

has increased the moisture
level beyond 17%.

The Central team visited
six direct procurement
centres in Tiruvallur dis-
trict. The moisture content
in the paddy samples lifted
ranged between 20% and
22%.

Collector M. Prathap
told presspersons later that
69 direct procurement
centres in the district had
collected 58,320 tonnes of
paddy from 7,866 farmers.

So far, the district has
settled %125 crore in dues
to farmers and collected
paddy worth %126 crore.

“In the ‘Sornavari’ sea-
son, 26,436 hectares of
land was under paddy cul-
tivation. Farmers are being
paid 32,545 per quintal for
fine varieties and ¥2,500
per quintal for others. We
will settle the rest within 10
days. Settlements are being
made within 3-6 days,” Mr.
Prathap said.
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Paddy ryots staring at losses, thanks to TNCSC's poor planning, rain, new central norms & shortage of storage space

N RAMESH &
MOHAMED SALAHUDEEN B
(EThanjavur/Nagapattinam

bumper paddy crop
coupled with poor
planning by the
Tamil Nadu Civil
Supplies Corpora-
tion (TNCSC) and
new union food min:
istry norms for blending forti-
fied rice has slowed paddy pro-
curement across the delta
districts of Thanjavur, Tiru-
varur, Nagapattinam and May-
iladuthurai. As rains lash the
region, farmers who are forced
to store their harvest in the
open near DPCs face mount-
ing losses. Even as political
leaders like Deputy Chief Min-
ister Udhavanidhi Stalin and
opposition leader Edappadi K
Palaniswami trade barbs,
farmers remain a worried lot.

Waiting with his 500 bags of
paddy harvested on nine acres,
P Meikkappan of Kakkaraik-
kottai got a nod from the DPC
in his village on Saturday for
procurement of his produce.

“Of the total bags, more
than 15 had sprouted due to
rainwater seeping around the
heap of the paddy covered
with tarpaulin sheet,” said
Meikkappan.

V Manimaran of Sethuray-
ankudikadu lost 20 out of 100
bags of paddy due torainina
two-week-long wait. “Till Sat-
urday | did not get the token to
sell the paddy,” he lamented.

Besides the loss of produce,
farmers also had to pay for up-
keep of paddy by employing at
least three labourers a day.
"The loss due to the wail and
resulting damage due to rain
will be around onefifth of the
revenue | had expected,” said
Meikappan.

With the timely release of
water from Mettur, kuruvai
crop was raised in 2.28 lakh
hectares in the four delta dis-
tricts this year,. This is the
highest coverage in the last 60
years and around 680% jump
compared to Llast vear

Subsequently, production
touched a new high with
around 567 lakh tonnes of
paddy procured till October 24,
compared with 2,08 lakh
tonnes during the same period
|last vear in the kharif market-

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 October 2025, p. 6
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THANJAVUR: 42 storage points
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12 cover and plinth (CAP) points
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117,000 tonne. No CAP points
MAYILADUTHURAL: 6 storage
points, in¢
capacity of 98,285 tonnes

tity,

JCAP, witha

KURUVAI COVERAGE
(In hectare)

39,208 payitadothoral

D
LB

M

\\Qit_;_ 30.100

L —

Three years ago, the administration decided to close cower and plinth
storage points. In Thanjavur alone, 13 points were closed which is one

of the main cavses of the glut of bags

ing season (which commences
on September 1),

P S Masilamani, state gen.
eral secretary of TN farmers
association, said though the
state food department knew
for three months since the
sowing of kuruvai about the
increase in coverage, no prep-
arations were made for addi-
tional storage space and the
movement of procured paddy
which resulted in glut at the
DPCs, “Subsequent rains
played a spolisport by drench-
ing the procured paddy and
inundated fields with standing
crop,” Masilamani added.

Talking to reporters in
Thanjavur recently, Food Min-

ister R Sakkarapani said, “The
union government is yet to ap-
prove fortified rice to be blend-
o by the companies, as per the
new specimen sent. Due to
this, we could not hull the pad-
dy procured. This led to subse-
quent delays in movement
from warehouses to mills and
in procuarement,”

The process for mixing for
the fortified rice also added to
the issue, rice mill owners
said. “The non-availability of
fortified rice kernels to mix in
& 1:100 ratio in the hulled rice
is also a reason for the glut of
bags,” arice mill owner who is
also a hulling agent of TNCSC
said, exuding hope that they

A
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would receive kernels soon. It
may be noted that FCI started
inspecting the guality of ker-
nels with a supplier in Na-
makkal only on Saturday

“Hulling agents across the
state have a capacity to hull 11
lakhs tonnes per month, How-
ever, we are hulling only
around 4-5 lakh tonnes as there
is shortage of storage space
with TNCSC for the hulled
rice,” an agent said citing the
long wait of their rice-laden
trucks at TNCSC warehouses,
He also added that the paddy
now being supplied by TNCSC
has up to 23% moisture than
the prescribed 17% resulting
in reduced rice quantity.

A DPC staff said sometimes
paddy with more moisture
content is being procured from
farmers.

T Govindaraj, treasurer of
TNCSC workers union
(AITUC), said there was no
proper planning on the part of
TNCSC.

“Three yearsago, the admin-
istration decided to close all the
cowver and plinth (CAP) storage
points across the state. In
Thanjavur district alone, 13
CAP points have been closed
which is one of the main caus-
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es of the present glut of paddy
bags in DPCs,"” Govindaraj
sald. If these CAP storages
were opened at the start of the
season, the situation could
have been managed, he added.

While closing the CAP stor-
ages, the TNCSC reasoned that
those were open facilities and
hence to be replaced with cov-
ered sheds with galvalume
sheet roofing. Though such
sheds were constructed, they
did not completely replace the
capacity of the erstwhile CAP
storage points, said
Govindaraj.

Recently, three CAP storage
points were respened in
Thanjavur district but there
was a dearth of loadmen. “The
loadmen working in CAP
points migrated to Tiruppur
and Kerala. We don’t have ex-
perienced loadmen like them,™
he added.

In Nagappattinam, four
loadmen and two others shift-
ed the winnowing machine
Mmom Srirangudipulivur DPC
toan open area nearby as there
was insufficient space to carry
out procurement operations
or store paddy sacks.

The shortage of storage
space stems from two main is-
sues: delay in transporting
procured paddy from DPCs to
storage godowns and the inad-
equate number of loadmen at
the centres.

Speaking to TNIE, an offi-
cial overseeing the Sriran-
gudipulivur DPC admitted
that only about 500 paddy bags
are stored and dispatched each
day, even though the adminis-
tration claims that 1,000 bags
are procured and moved.
Farmers also flagged poor
road infrastructure leading to
most DPCs in remote villages.
“The lorry transporting paddy
takes a long time to reach here
and makes only one trip a day
or once in two days,” sald
Ramalingam (55) from
Puliyvur,

The DPC staff also said lor-
ry contractors demand bribes
for transporting the stock from
DPCs to warehouses. “The
centralised statewide contract
for lorries also posed a prob-
lem as the district-level offi-
cials could not force the truck
operators to move the paddy
quickly” the staff added.



Each DPC procures
1,000 bags of paddy
every day, says govt.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Each direct procurement
centre (DPC) is procuring
about 1,000 bags of paddy
every day, and the pro-
curement time has been
extended by two hours, till
8 p.m., the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment has said in an of-
ficial press release. An ad-
ditional 127 POP machines
have been deployed in 13
districts with a high pro-
curement rate, it said.
Since there was more
paddy to be procured ,
DPCs were functioning on
Sundays, too, said the re-
lease, which also listed the
efforts being made to pro-
cure paddy from farmers,
especially in the Cauvery
delta region. As on Octob-
er 19, about 5,510 tonnes of
paddy had been procured.
Over 57.63 lakh gunny
bags, 58 tonnes of jute
twine, and over 28,800 tar-
paulin sheets had been
kept in reserve in the delta
region, the government
said. About 2.65 crore gun-
ny bags were available
across the State, it added.
Since the rate of pro-
curement was high in Tiru-
varur district, 20 teams
were constituted to ensure
prompt movement of pad-
dy from DPCs. About
35,000 tonnes of paddy
was being moved to ware-
houses on around 4,000
lorries and 13-15 trains ev-
ery day. Additional work-
ers had been deputed to Ti-
ruvarur. Since September
1, when procurement be-
gan, 10.40 lakh tonnes of
paddy had been procured
through 1,843 DPCs, the re-

lease said.

Of the 10.40 lakh tonnes
procured, 8.77 lakh tonnes
was moved to other dis-
tricts, and 1.63 lakh tonnes
was stored safely in DPCs.
About 53,831 tonnes in Ti-
ruvarur district, 23,125
tonnes in Thanjavur dis-
trict, 16,793 tonnes in May-
iladuthurai district, and
21,537 tonnes in Nagapatti-
nam would be moved from
DPCs.

Since October 21, about
7,000 tonnes of paddy had
been moved by four trains
from Thanjavur, about
9,000-10,000 tonnes by
five trains from Tiruvarur,
about 4,000 tonnes by two
trains from Mayiladuthu-
rai, and over 2,000 tonnes
by a train from Nagapatti-
nam district. There were

plans to move about
48,000 tonnes from
Tiruvarur.

On October 2, the Chief
Minister reviewed the stor-
age and movement of the
procured paddy. Teams
were constituted in every
taluk to monitor the pro-
curement and movement
of paddy. The Food Minis-
ter and officials made field
inspections on October 10
and 11. At the request of the
Chief Secretary to the
Southern Railway General
Manager, the Railways ap-
proved the operation of 13
freight trains to the Cauv-
ery delta for paddy tran-
sport. Since 2021, a total of
1.70 crore tonnes of paddy
had been  procured
through DPCs, and on an
average, about 42.61 lakh
tonnes had been procured
annually, the government
said.

Source: The Hindu, 27 October 2025, p. 5
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Paddy coverage in Cauvery
delta during current Samba
season lower than last year

The farmers and officials say the main reason for the fall in paddy coverage is late sowing during

the short-term Kuruvai season, owing to the unseasonal spell of rain in February-April this year

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he coverage of pad-
T dy during the cur-
rent Samba cultiva-

tion season in the Cauvery
delta this year has been al-
most one-third of the pre-
vious year’s achievement.

Only around 1 lakh
acres were covered in the
delta, compared to 3.2
lakh acres a year ago, ac-
cording to a review of the
position made in the last
week of September.

However, farmers and
officials are confident of
normal Samba coverage.

Normally, the coverage
is 12 to 13 lakh acres under
Samba and the concurrent
Thaladi seasons, which
end in late January-Febru-
ary/March with harvest.

The importance of the
delta can be gauged from
the fact that of around 70.5
lakh tonnes of paddy pro-
duced in the State during
2023-24, the region ac-
counted for 38% of the to-
tal production at 26.9 lakh
tonnes.

Unseasonal rain

The farmers and officials
attribute a number of rea-
sons. Primarily, late sow-
ing during the short-term
Kuruvai season has led to
the current development,
they said.

“The unseasonal spell
of rain in February-April
this year had hit the cotton
crop in the region. Conse-

Source: The Hindu, 06 October 2025, p. 4

Grain basket: Normally, the coverage is 12 to 13 lakh acres under

Semba and the concurrent Thaladi seasons, which end in late
January-February/March with harvest. FILE PHOTO

quently, the affected farm-
ers had to go for the late
sowing,” explains V. Ravi-
chandran, a veteran farm-
er based out of Nannilam
in Tiruvarur district.

This factor coupled
with the availability of suf-
ficient water in the Mettur
reservoir, the lifeline of the
delta farmers, had contri-
buted to the increase in
the coverage of paddy dur-
ing Kuruvai by about 2
lakh acres.

This year, the coverage
under the short-term sea-
son was a little more than
6 lakh acres, whereas it
was approximately 3.9
lakh acres in 2024. The
normal coverage hovers
around 4.4 lakh acres.

In fact, the authorities
had expected the coverage

to be of the order of 5.6
lakh acres, but the extent
of area went up by about
40,000 acres. “There
were no issues in supply of
quality seeds and fertiliz-
ers, paving the way for the
enhanced coverage,”
points out a government
official. The delay in the
harvest of the crop during
Kuruvai is coming in the
way of raising the crop
during Samba.

‘Not a good sign’

Arupathy P. Kalyanam, a
seasoned farmer of the
Mayiladuthurai  district
and general secretary of
the Federation of Farmers’
Associations in the Cauv-
ery Delta Districts, says
that in his district, the har-
vest is usually completed

in most of the fields by the
end of September. This
time, at least 25% of the
fields remain to be harvest-
ed.

“This is not a healthy
sign. And, when you go in
for late Samba, the crop is
most likely to be affected
by inundation in view of
the heavy rain during the
northeast monsoon (Oc-
tober-December),” he
says, calling for the adop-
tion of more submer-
gence-tolerant varieties.

The officials hope that
the farmers will make up
any shortfall of the Samba
season with their coverage
during Thaladi. Nearly
80% of the Kuruvai area
will be covered.

Echoing a similar opi-
nion, Mr. Ravichandran ex-
pects members of his
farming fraternity to accel-
erate the momentum for
raising the Samba crop this
month and bring the unco-
vered areas under the fold
of farming activity.

Surplus realisation

As on September 29, ap-
proximately 238 thousand
million cubic feet (tmcft) of
Cauvery water was real-
ised by Tamil Nadu at the
inter-State point of Biligun-
dulu. This meant that the
State received around 116
tmcft more than what was
stipulated by the Supreme
Court in its judgment of
February 2018 for the pe-
riod commencing from
June 1to September 29.



DPCs Struggle To Take In Paddy Bags, Move To Warehouses
e PrOCUrEmMent delays

for months on his five acres to produce 150
bags of paddy, hoping to sell it at the min-

|
imum support price at a direct procure-
ment centre (DPC) and clear his debts. “I was made
to wait for over a week to sell my produce. As rain

poured and humidity rose, my grains started to pics: R Baskar
sprout, becoming useless, other than as cheap poul- T
try feed,” he said. Aiyvappan is now left to wonder What led to germination
how he would settle his debts. of paddy at DPCs

Heavy rain and high humidity have led to germi- AR | SEE R R
nation of several tonnes of paddy at Tamil Nadu E ontinue ot ge ot t
Civil Supplies Corporation (TNSCS)’s direct procure- SWHPORTS ISI0RgCIOES
ment centres across delta districts. Insufficient stor-
age and slow warehouse operations are causing
delays in paddy evacuation from DPCs, leading to
procurement bottlenecks. Paddy production in the
delta has reached a 60-year high, covering 6.31 lakh
acres compared to 3.87 lakh acres last year, thanks

PAIN
POINT:
Paddy grains
germinated while
the farmers waited
for their turn at a
DPC in Thanjavur
district

» Humid > Lack of packing
conditions materials

» Insufficient | » Delay in movement
warehouse | from DPC to storage

to timely release of Cauvery water. With an average Sforags O
yield of six tonnes per hectare, procurement occurs Steps > Moderate | »Setting up of new | > Hiring workers
in around 950 DPCs. The paddy procured is trans- undertaken to acceleration | storage points from other
ported to TNCSC warehouses, then to modern rice of movement | — oo .. | states
mills, rice godowns, and finally to PDS ration shops, accelerate pa!idy from DPC to > High acceleration at procurement
with some shipped to other districts via freight procurement mn storage g{of:lggr;l;z’grt%m and storage
trains. i . i
The massive paddy inflow has virtually over- 2L R freight wagons £lGs
whelmed the DPCs with the state govt’s preparations "['\-
proving insufficient. Limited warehouse space, lack N Trichy  Thanjavur Tiruvarur  Nagapattinam Mayiladuthuraf:
of packing materials, slow transportation caused by A\ Y 6,450
labour shortages, and disruptions from persistent 0 N3 A
rainfall have made it worse. TOI observed germina- K TR
tion in dozens of bags kept inside and outside pro- ) ﬁl_ru t' e
curement centres like Verkudi in Needamangalam cultivation
block, Tiruvarur, on Wednesday waiting to be moved | in 2025 79’000 17'593 30’100 39’700
to warehouses. “The state govt took pride in the in- A e N
crease in cultivation area and productivity, but failed l( inh ecta res)
to make necessary arrangements for procurement,” | )
said Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam general secre- h (Source: Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Department)
tary Samy Natarajan. “It should have convened meet- PROCUREMENT STATUS
ings in advance, estimated the required infrastruc- Warehouse Warehouse KuruvaiProcurement | KuruvaiProcurement
;%{ghegggr%?:;?? }t:;r;z:\ilg;libour. and logistics, and Districts DPCs Storage | Storage (in MT) Expected (in MT) Completed (MT)
This year’s kuruvai paddy procurement target Trichy 43 21 4,2700 30,000 19,604
exceeds the available storage capacity, exacerbating Thanjavur 299 33 3,00,000 3,00,000 1,63,000
delays in supply chain. For 2025.26 kharif marketing - jryyaryr 347 17 2,43,000 2,90,000 196,332
season, the projected kuruvai procurement is about n
9.5 lakh tonnes, surpassing the existing storage ca- Nagi?.pattlnam ; 124 1 1,00,000 1,37,000 67,815
pacity of 7.5 lakh tonnes. So far, around 5.6 lakh Mayiladuthurai 144 8 98,000 1,93,000 1,19,856
tonnes have been procured, but leftover paddy from Total (in Ha) 957 80 7,383,700 9,50,000 5,66,607
the previous season remains in some warehouses, (Source: Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation)

which delays the intake of new stocks at DPCs.
Source: The Times of India, 24 October 2025, p. 5
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Stalin writes to PM reiterating
request to help mango farmers

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi re-
questing necessary sup-
port to Tamil Nadu’s man-
go farmers, since they
contribute to the national
economy through en-
hanced exports and value
addition.

He also recalled his ear-
lier request, made in June
this year, seeking the inter-
vention of the Centre to al-
leviate the problems faced
by mango farmers and pro-
cessors during the 2025
season. “The farmers cul-
tivating processable varie-
ties of mangoes were se-
verely affected due to a
steep price fall, coupled
with low offtake of mango
pulp. The Government of
Tamil Nadu is keen to avert
such a situation of crisis for
the mango farmers,” he
said.

Recalling that the con-
tent of fruit pulp in mango
juice was being decided by
the packaged juice manu-

= ]

Farmers cultivating processable

varieties of mangoes were
severely hit due to a steep price
fall during the 2025 season.

facturing companies with-
out following the norms of
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI), Mr. Stalin recalled
his request to the Govern-
ment of India to issue di-
rections to ensure that
packaged juice manufac-
turers strictly followed
FSSAI standards when mix-
ing fruit pulp in beverages.

“Positive response on
the same is yet to be re-
ceived. Hence, considering
the welfare of mango farm-
ers and in the interest of
the large number of con-
sumers of this beverage in
our country, I request that

mango-based  beverage
manufacturing industries
be instructed to ensure at
least 18%-20% pulp content
in their products to in-
crease pulp offtake,” Mr.
Stalin said.

The Chief Minister re-
quested that the Agricultu-
ral and Processed Food
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority, under the
Ministry of Commerce, Go-
vernment of India, be di-
rected to extend necessary
support to Tamil Nadu by
way of development of in-
frastructure such as inte-
grated pack houses, inland
container depots, cold
ports, quality testing labo-
ratories, organising buyer-
seller meets, identifying
prospective overseas
buyers, and conducting ca-
pacity-building pro-
grammes on export stan-
dards.

Timely intervention will
help not only mango farm-
ers but also significantly
contribute to the national
economy through en-
hanced exports and value

addition, Mr. Stalin added. Source: The Hindu, 15 October 2025, p. 8

TN sets target of dibbling 35 palmyra seeds

Oppili P &

R Saivenkatesh | Tnn

Chennai: Green Tamil Na-
du Mission (GTM) has laun-
ched the second phase of its
palmyra restoration drive,
setting a target to dibble 35
lakh seeds in 37 districts this
year. This is aimed at streng-
thening the state’s climate
resilience.

Accordingtoforest secre-
tary Supriya Sahu, the dibb-
ling of seeds is in progress
and has been carefully timed
to conclude before the end of
the monsoon, maximising
germination success.

This follows the success-
ful planting of 40 lakh seeds
in 2024, which laid a strong

In Chennai district, 1.5 lakh
seeds have been sown before
onset of northeast monsoon

foundation for expanding
this eco-restoration effort.
Palmyra, TN’s state tree, is
known for drought resistan-
ce and ecological resilience.
It plays a vital role in preven-
ting soil erosion, replenis-
hing groundwater, and sup-
portinglocal livelihoods.
Traditionally revered
and economically valuable,
the tree’s reintroduction on
such a scale brings together
environmental, cultural,
and social objectives under

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2025, p. 4

one green canopy.

In Chennai district, 1.5
lakh seeds have been sown
before the onset of the nort-
heast monsoon, ensuring ti-
mely propagation. Yet, on-
ground efforts have not been
without challenges.

Hari Krishnan, presi-
dent of TN Volunteers, who
works in close coordination
with the forest department
in this initiative, said while
theinitial target was to plant
six crore seeds between Sept
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15 and Oct 16, only about 66
lakh were sown by mid-Oct.

Issues with geotagging,
seed distribution, and pro-
curement slowed progress.
To bridge the gap, the mis-
sion plans to promote ‘green
Diwali’ participation, enco-
uraging citizens to celebrate
by planting palmyra seeds
instead of bursting crack-
ers.

Each village panchayat
has been urged to plant at le-
ast 5,000 seeds. Sivakasi and
neighbouring towns have
collectively managed to sow
around 16 lakh seeds despite
delayed starts. Volunteers
are also documenting their
efforts through the Udhavi
App, ensuring transparency.



Breeding for the future

Tamil Nadu’s New Bovine Breeding Policy
Aims To Protect Indigenous Bull Breeds From
Dilution From Cross-breeding

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

or Tamil Nadu’s farmers, cattle
rearers and jallikattu enthusi-
asts, the state’s native bulls are
not justlivestock but their herit-
age and pride.

During the white revolution in 1970,

The policy
also addresses
disease control.
Mandatory regis-
tration of bulls, se-
men and Al stations
reduces the spread
of infectious dis-
eases such as bru-

File Pic

PRESERVING HERITAG

» Cattle used for
jallikattu | Kangeyam,
Bargur, Pulikulam

> Native bulls in B
state | 3.3 lakh

> All semen stations,
Al service providers,
and technicians
must register with
">~ the Tamil Nadu

> Bulls used for .‘l?‘; Bovine Breeding
Jallikattu |15 /_Authority

lakh -
> Natural mating is
allowed only for
registered indigenous

=" » The authority
can inspect facilities,
cancel licences, and
destroy uncertified

foreign bulls were brought in to breed  cellosis and tuber- bulls semen stocks

with indigenous cows. “Native breeds culosis among

could only produce twolitres of milkand  bulls. ‘

weneeded more milk and increase in cat- Semen station HEALTH AND DISEASE CONTROL

tle population,” says Balagangadhara
Thilagar, professor at Tanuvas. “This led
to reduction in germ plasm of native
breeds over the last few decades.”

To protect the pedigree of indigenous
breeds, the state govt has rolled out a bo-
vine breeding policy that will restrict mat-
ing between indigenous and foreign
breeds, and also regulate artificial in-
semination (AI). All semen stations, AT
service providers, and technicians will be

applications re-
quire a fee of %1
lakh per unit and
provisional approval
valid for 24 months, *
extendable by six\
months post inspection.
The registration can
berenewed for three

years afterwards

at a cost of

BULLS

NATIVE

» All bulls must be
certified fit and
disease-free by
veterinarians

> Registration and .-~
tracking will help
control diseases ¥
such as brucellosis *~-
and tuberculosis

> Bulls will be

J

&= > Semen abs

semen collection

> Ring vaccination is
mandatory within 10
_km of each semen
j‘.‘station
8 ' must maintain 20~
22°C temperature
and ensure proper
sterilization

%10,000. Farmers
registering bulls
for AT must sub-

traits which
get diluted by :

required to register and be certified
through an online system monitored by
the Tamil Nadu Bovine Breeding Author-

quarantined for 90
days before

ARE LESS

» Staff must undergo

ity Farmers, Al providers and local bodies
will have to follow health checks, main-
tain traceable breeding records, and en-
sure bulls are fit and disease-free. This
will allow authorities to monitor lineage
and prevent random matings.

Limiting mating will help preserve
breeds such as Kangeyam, Pulikulam,
and Bargur and also maintain traits
suited tolocal climate, fodder, and disease
patterns, say farmers. “If native breeds
mate with Jerseys the offspring will be
too tame for jallikattu,” says P R Ra-
jasekaran, president of the Tamil Nadu

Jallikattu Association. “Pulikulam isthe  sources. days before semen collection. Ring vac-
most popular jallikattu bull breed with To maintain strong dairy herds, the cination will be mandatory within a 10- REG'STRAT'ON FEES AND VAL'D'TY
aggressive traits. The Theni Malai Madu  policy sets minimum productivity stand-  km radius of each facility. Equipment > Semen station ! veterinary certificate,
is also a less prevalent native breed. The  ards for bulls used for breeding. Only = must be sterilized regularly, and labora- . registration | 1 lakh; T
new policy will help prevent the dilution  those whose female offsprings produce  tories must maintain temperature stand- Native valid for 24 months . > Al service .prowders
of their traits. Natural mating within  sufficient milk in their firstlactationand ~ ards between 20-22°C with proper air breeds | (extendableby6 . \‘| 750,000; renewal
indigenous breeds passes on the traits 4,500 litres in their lifetime for Holstein ~ filtration. could 0n|y months); renewal | ) every 3 years.
needed for sporting events.” Friesians (European cattle) and 3,000 1i- The native Kongu malai maadu and oduce 710,000 for 3years. < * ./ » Al technicians |
The authorities can inspect facilities, —tresfor Jerseys, willbe used for breeding.  other breeds have low gene diversity and p!’ > Bull registration for 17" 7500; renewal every
suspend or cancel licences, and destroy Bulls will be retired after eight years  less numbers, and hence hybrid varieties two litres of > tl'j Teg Ist.ra' |onm<:lr + i 3years.
uncertified semen stocks in case of viola-  oronce they have produced 3lakhsemen  are used for commercial purposes, says milkand | natural mating |z ‘
tions, including use of unregistered bulls ~ doses, ensuring both quality and animal ~ Antony Rubin, animal welfare activist. we needed
oruncertified semen, and prosecute viola- ~ welfare. Semen stations must conduct ~ “Native cows act as natural manure pro- more milk PRODUCTIVITY AND BREEDING
tors under law. genetic and chromosomal tests and dis-  viders. Their traits must be protected dt STAN D ARDS
The policy will cover more than 3.3  card contaminated or low-motility semen.  through enforcement of this policy,” he . andto N k .
lakh native bulls, including around 1.5  Imported and sex-sorted semen willalso ~ says. Balagangadhara Thilagar says, increase | > Bulls will be retired | » Contaminated
lakh used in jallikattu and other tradi-  be regulated. “The native breeds are disease resistant. cattle | after8yearsorafter | orlow-quality
tional bull races. At present, the dairy industry relies ~ With the govt banning natural cross- population producing 3 lakh i semen must be
Native bulls areless pronetostressor  on strong bulls identified at jallikattu  breeding, it will promote the population semen doses discarded
injury during events, adds Rajasekaran.  events for breeding with Jerseys, says  of native germ plasm.” Balagangadhara » Genetic and ! » Imported and sex-
“However, enforcement is challenging Himakiran Anugula of Kangeyam Trust Email your feedback with name Thilagar | chromosomal tests i sorted semen will be
because awareness of the rules hasnot  Cattle Research Foundation. “Farmers and address to southpole.toi@ PROFESSOR AT are mandatory | regulated
reached all cattle-rearers in villages.” spend up to ¥700 for one artificial insemi- timesofindia.com TANUVAS

mit 7200, along
with veterinary
certification to
confirm fitness
and disease-free sta-
tus.

Al provider centres
must register with a fee of
¥50,000 and employ only certified Al tech-
nicians, who should pay 7500 for registra-
tion and renewal of each bull. Each AI
provider must display the breeding policy
in Tamil and maintain detailed digital
records of inseminations and semen

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2025, p. 8

PRONE TO
STRESS OR
INJURY

nation stick and veterinary
expenses. Vets travel long
distances, and success is
known only after afew months.

The new registration process will
ensure quality and the success rate
will be higher: But it must be implement-
ed without corruption.”

The policy emphasizes hygiene and
biosecurity at semen stations and labora-
tories. Staff must undergo annual TB
tests as it can spread from humans to
animals. Bulls will be quarantined for 90
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crossbreeding |

annual TB tests
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hirty years ago, when the National

Dairy Development Board (NDDB)

found that milk consumption had

begun dipping in urban India, it

came up with an ad campaign with
the catchy jingle ‘Doodh Hain Wonderful’, to
- make milk cool again. By 2023-24, India’s per
capita availability of milk had touched 471
grams a day against the global average of 394
grams. Today, India leads the world in milk
production, which rose by 63.6% from 146.3 mil-
lion tonnes in 2014-15 to 239.3 million tonnes in
2023-24. Tamil Nadu, on its part, ranks 11th in
milk production and 4th in cooperative milk
procurement. The state’s annual milk produc-
tion rose from 8.75 million tonnes in 2020 to 10.8
million tonnes in 2024. And an IMARC estimate
is that, Tamil Nadu's dairy market size, which
was 71,38,070crore in 2024, is expected to touch
%4,23,700crore by 2033, growing at a CAGR of
12.61% during 2025-2033.

The state’s private dairy operators have spot-
ted the opportunity Hatsun Agro Product Lim-
ited, which has transformed into the country’s
largest private dairy, plans to double its exports.
“Our ice creams are exported to nine countries,
including Seychelles, Singapore, Brunei, and
Mauritius. We are ambitious about doubling
our exports from ¥13crore to ¥26¢rore over the
next few years,” says R G Chandramogan,
chairman of the company.

Hatsun reported a revenue of ¥8,699crore
last year and has a manufacturing presence in
six states (Tamil Nadu, Andhra, Telangana,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Odisha). It pro-
cesses more than 40 1akh litres of milk and milk
products a day, and has 4,000 outlets. Milk (un-
der brand Arokya) makes up the lion’s share
of revenue at 56 %, followed by ice-cream at 14%
(with brands Arun and Ibaco), cultured items
such as paneerat 18%. It completed the acquisi-
tion of Odisha-based Milk Mantra Dairy in Jan
this year for ¥233crore.

Another private player, the Erode-based
Milky Mist Dairy Food (P) Ltd, which sells in
22 states and five Union territories, plans to go
public shortly. It recorded a revenue of
¥2,349crore in 2024-25. It has expanded its port-
folio beyond cheese, butter, ghee, yogurt, and
ice cream to include ultra-high temperature
products, frozen foods, ready-to-eat and ready-
to-cook items, as well as chocolates. [ts paneer
manufacturing plant in Erode, with a capacity
of 150 tonnes a day, is the largest in India.

Between April 2022 and March 2025, Milky
Mist’s products were exported to more than 15
countries, including the US, Singapore, coun-
tries in West Asia, and Australia.

“We currently have 108 exclusive Milky Mist
parlours across eight states. Six of these are
company-operated parlours in Erode. We plan
to scale these parlours across Karnataka, Tel-
angana and Maharashtra, while strengthening
our market share and position in TN, and south-
ernstates,” says K Rathnam, its CEQ. The com-
pany recently proposed to make an IPO of its
equity shares and has filed the draft red herring
prospectus with SEBI, BSE and NSE.

Private operators from neighbouring states

Private PlayersHave Spot
‘Tlamil Nadu’s Rapldl Growmg Dazry Sector
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MILK DYNAMICS
E! MILK PRODUCTION RISES
1

» The state’s milk production
during 2020 was 8.75 million
tonnes, but it increased to
10.80 million tonnes in 2024

» Cooperative ambit
procurement | 33.36 LLPD
> Household
usage
| 44.48 LLPD
> Pyt milk
procurement
| 75.06 LLPD
» Unorganized
sector
procurement |
12510 LLPD
Source: TN Dairy Development
E Policy Note 2025-26
NUMBER-SPEAK procurement and
> In 2023-24, India sales
produced 239.30 > Tamil Nadu
million tonnes of milk, | ranks 11thin India
making itthe largest | intotal milk
milk producer in the production and
world 4th in cooperative
> TN's Dairy milk procurement
Development
Department
contributes around
77,800cr annually

throughmilk

» Under the demand for the Dairy
Development Department, for the year
2024-2025, a sum of 739.92 crore allocated
for Revenue Expenditure and 7542crore
allocated for capital expenditure and
7300crore allocated for loans and advances

Source: The Times of India, 06 October 2025, p. 4

too have pitched their tents in Tamil Nadu.
Akshayakalpa Organic, based in Tiptur, Kar-
nataka, counts on Chennai and Hyderabad

to contribute 25% of its monthly revenue

of Z40crore. “We operate with a total pro-
cessing capacity of about 2.8 lakh litres a
day across facilities in Karnataka, Tamil

Nadu, and the upcoming plant in Telanga-

na,” says Shashi Kumar, CEO and co-found-

er of Akshayakalpa.
Unlike conventional dairies that scale
rapidly, the company’s growth is tied to the
pace at which it can build new organic farm
clusters. For instance, the Tiptur cluster
with 1,500 farms took 15 years, while
Chengalpet, with more than 80 farms, took

seven years.

“Tamil Nadu is seeing heightened activ-
ity in dairy, with Amul entering through
Chittoor, Nandini expanding into cattle feed,

and Aavin calling on more farmers to in-

crease supply,” says Shashi Kumar. “But,
consumers face regular price hikes by pri-
vate dairies. While this shows strong de-
mand, transformation requires farmer pros-
perity and consumer trust. In our Chengalpet
cluster; farmer incomes have grown stead-
ily as we focus on clean feed, free-grazing
cattle, and higher productivity Many farm-
ers here earn close to ¥1 lakh a month, com-
pared to a fraction in conventional systems,”
he says.
“If Tamil Nadu can scale such models
while ensuring transparency, it can com-
pete with national cooperatives and set the
benchmark for sustainable and profitable
dairy in India,” adds Shashi Kumar

It is a perspective that has resonated with
experts, who believe there’s more to the story
than mere rankings. “Tamil Nadu’s strong
point is its significant share in the organized
dairy market, which is more than 35%. On the
other hand, UP has the highest production,
but only 10% of its market falls within the
organized sector. Also, the procurement price
paid to the farmer is highest in TN, across
India,” says R S Sodhi, president, Indian Dairy
Association, and former MD, Amul.

“The challenges will be in securing govt
support for infrastructure creation for coop-
eratives and the private sector; increasing feed
conversion ratios or getting more milk per Kilo
of feed. Educating farmers on best farming
and feeding practices is also necessary,” adds
Sodhi.
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Industry and Infrastructure

Foxconn to invest 15,000 crore in the State

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A delegation of Foxconn, a
multinational electronics
manufacturer, met Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Monday. It also
announced a 15,000-
crore investment in the
State, creation of 14,000
engineering jobs, and a
dedicated Foxconn Desk at
Guidance, the State go-
vernment’s nodal agency
for investment promotion.

“In a major boost to Ta-
mil Nadu’s electronics and
advanced manufacturing
landscape, a delegation
from Foxconn, led by Mr.
Robert Wu, India represen-
tative and senior global ex-
ecutive of Foxconn, met
Mr. Stalin today, besides
Minister for Industries
T.R.B. Rajaa and top offi-
cials of the State,” an offi-
cial release said. The meet-
ing marks a milestone in
Foxconn’s strategic en-

A delegation from Foxconn with Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, Minister

SOPBETE <
RNMENT OF T

TR.B. Rajaa, and Chief Secretary N. Muruganandam on Monday.

gagement with the State,
reaffirming Tamil Nadu's
position as a global hub for
high-value manufacturing,
exports, and engineering
innovation, it added.

Foxconn Desk

At the meeting, Foxconn
announced the establish-
ment of the first-ever Fox-
conn Desk in India at Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu to
ensure faster coordination,
investor facilitation, and
mission-mode engagement

Source: The Hindu, 14 October 2025, p. 6

across projects. The com-
pany also announced a ma-
jor investment commit-
ment of ¥15,000 crore in
Tamil Nadu, accelerating
emerging tech manufac-
turing and strengthening
the relationship between
Foxconn and Tamil Nadu.
It also announced the
creation of 14,000 new
high-value jobs, with a spe-
cial focus on engineering
graduates and  highly
skilled youth, signalling
Foxconn’s shift towards va-

lue-added manufacturing,
research and development
integration, and technolo-
gy-led operations in Tamil
Nadu, the release said.

Mr. Robert Wu ex-
pressed Foxconn’s confi-
dence in Tamil Nadu’s go-
vernance model, proactive
industrial policies, and
world-class talent pool un-
der Mr. Stalin’s govern-
ment, according to the re-
lease. He said Tamil Nadu’s
infrastructure readiness,
ease of doing business re-
forms, and future-focused
policy leadership made it a
preferred destination for
Foxconn’s next phase of
growth in India, including
strategic verticals such as
battery technologies and
Alled manufacturing
systems.

CM promises support

Mr. Stalin welcomed Fox-
conn’s continued expan-
sion and assured the com-
pany of full support

‘TN eyes 375,000cr investment
via defence corridor by 2032’

| Want TN To
Be Hub Of

Aerospace,

Defence: CM

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin has said the state
aims to attract ¥75,000crore
of investments through the
Tamil Nadudefence industri-
al corridor by 2032.
Inaugurating  AeroDef-
Con 2025 here on Tuesday, he
said investments worth
%23,000crore have been real-
ized since the launch of the
industrial corridor project.
Of this, ¥5,000crore worth of
investments are under imple-
mentation. “The defence in-
dustrial corridor has become
a turning point for the devel-

ONTO BIGGER THINGS: Chief minister M K Stalin

C Suresh Kumar

=

inaugurated the

three-day AeroDefCon 2025 on Tuesday. MSME minister T M Anbarasan
and industries minister T R B Rajaa are also seen

opment of the defence sector.
I want Tamil Nadu to be the
hub of aerospace and defence
production in the country,”
headded.

Noting that several nodes
have been created in cities
along the corridor, he said a
defence park spread over
360acres is being established
at Varapatti in Coimbatore.
Anaerohub project at Vallam
Vadagal near Chennai is

nearing completion. While
Chennai will be a centre for
research and naval establish-
ments, Hosur will focus on
aerospace and electronics
technology. Salem and Trichy
will serve as centres for high-
technology products and
heavy machinery manufac-
turing, respectively.
Pointingoutthatstepsare
being initiated to develop the
aerospace industry in Tutico-

Investments worth
£23,000 crore have
been realized since the
launch of the industrial
corridor project

MK Stalin | Chier MinisTer

rin district, Stalin said, “The
shipbuilding facility at Kat-
tupalli, aerospace parks at
Sulur and Vallam Vadagal,
and the space park in Tutico-
rin will not only enhance the
state's economy but also sup-
portIndia’s defence sector.”
Industries minister TR B
Rajaa said the international
business convention posi-
tions Tamil Nadu as India's
premier platform for self-re-
liance, indigenization, global
supply chain integration,
and aerospace and defence
collaboration. “At this event,
we are seeing significant in-
vestment capabilities being
showcased,” he added.
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through the Industries De-
partment’s single-window
investment facilitation me-
chanism, talent develop-
ment partnerships, and
dedicated executive coor-
dination through the Fox-
conn Desk at Guidance.
This initiative underscores
the State’s transformation
from a manufacturing des-
tination to a strategic inno-
vation and engineering
hub for the global supply
chain, the statement said.

“Thank you Foxconn for
choosing Tamil Nadu and
shaping the future with us.
This marks another miles-
tone in our journey to
make Tamil Nadu the ma-
nufacturing and innova-
tion hub of South Asia,” Mr.
Stalin added in a post on X.

Foxconn will bring its
next phase of value-added
manufacturing, R&D inte-
gration, and Alled ad-
vanced tech operations to
Tamil Nadu, Mr. Rajaa said
in a post on X.

Source: The Times of India,
01 October 2025, p. 6



TN. to amend rules to allow women in ‘dangerous’ factory jobs

» 3 A

More opportunities: The works in which women will be allowed
include: electrolytic process, glass manufacture, and manufacture
and treatment of lead and certain compounds of lead. FILE PHOTO

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

The State government has
proposed to amend the Ta-
mil Nadu Factories Rules,
1950, to allow women in
about 20 operations listed
as ‘dangerous’ and from
which they were prohibit-
ed from being employed so
far. It also proposes to
amend rules to obtain writ-
ten consent from women
workers who are interest-
ed in working night shifts.
A notification of the
draft amendments to the

Source: The Hindu, 22 October 2025, p. 6

Tamil Nadu Factories
Rules was issued by the La-
bour Welfare and Skill De-
velopment  Department
last month.

Objections, if any,
should have been sent to
the government within 45
days of the notification,
which was issued on Sep-
tember 9 this year.

However, the State go-
vernment seeks to amend
the rules to prohibit preg-
nant women workers in
the works/processes listed
under ‘dangerous opera-
tions’. The operations in

which women will be al-
lowed include: electrolytic
process, glass manufac-
ture, and manufacture and
treatment of lead and cer-
tain compounds of lead.
Generation of gas and
dangerous petroleum,
blasting, liming and tan-
ning of raw hides and
skins, graphite powdering,
printing press and type
foundries involving lead
material, cashew-nut pro-
cessing, dyeing, stencilling
and painting of mats, mat-
tings, and carpets in coir
and fibre factories, and

pottery, are among the
jobs that have been
opened for women work-
ers.

Chemical works, manu-
facture of dichromates and
carcinogenic dye interme-
diates, process of extract-
ing oils and fats in solvent
extraction plants, fire-
works and match factories,
manufacture of manga-
nese, dangerous pesti-
cides, use of benzene, and
operations involving high
noise levels (with high vi-
bration levels) are the oth-
ers.

TN. attracted over 329,200 cr. in investments
in wind and solar sector since 2021: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Electricity Minister S.S. Si-
vasankar on Thursday said
the State had attracted ov-
er 29,200 crore in invest-
ments in the wind and so-
lar energy sector since
2021.

“Since 2021, Tamil Na-
du’s wind sector has at-
tracted over 35,700 crore,
adding 816 MW of capacity,
with another ¥4,200 crore
in the pipeline for 600
MW. Our solar sector has
received over 323,500
crore in investments for
6,736 MW, with projects
worth  ¥39,000 crore

(5,700 MW) under ad-
vanced stages of approval,”
he said, speaking at the in-
augural of the 7th edition
of Windergy India 2025
conference in Chennai.
“We are ranked fourth
nationally in total installed
renewable capacity, with
over 25,500 MW from re-
newable sources. In the
wind energy segment, Ta-
mil Nadu stands second
nationally, with 11,500 MW
of installed capacity,” Mr.
Sivasankar said. “Tamil Na-
du’s energy vision is clear
and bold. We aim to source
50% of our power require-
ment from renewable
sources by 2030, and

Source: The Hindu, 31 October 2025, p. 8

achieve a 70% reduction in
carbon emissions and Net
Zero by 2070, in line with
India’s national commit-
ments,” he said.

“To meet the State’s
growing power demand —
projected to rise from
20,700 MW today to
35,500 MW by 2034-35 —
our Resource Adequacy
Plan outlines the need for
98,000 MW of contracted
capacity, including 12,000
MW of wind, 18,000 MW of
solar, and 11,680 MW of
energy storage,” Mr. Siva-
sankar said.

He highlighted some of
the recent policy mea-
sures, including Tamil Na-
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du Wind Repowering, Re-
furbishment & Life
Extension Policy 2024, Ta-
mil Nadu Pumped Storage
Policy 2024, and Tamil Na-
du Small Hydel Policy
2024.

He said the State was ad-
vancing several landmark
projects, including the 375
MW/1,500 MWh Battery
Energy Storage System
supported by the Central
government’s viability gap
funding, and the 500 MW
Pumped Storage Project at
Kundah, while a 1,100 MW
project at Vellimalai and a
2,400 MW project at Aliyar
were in the pre-project im-
plementation phase.



TN leads in first round of centre’s
electronics manufacturing scheme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU has emerged as
the frontrunner in the union
government's first round of ap-
provals under the Electronics
Component Manufacturing
Scheme (ECMS), securing
five of the seven projects
cleared so far — repre-
senting 77 % of total in-
vestments approved.

Of the cumulative
5,932 crore in sanc-
tioned investments, Tamil
Naduaccounts for 4,271 crore,
according to Industries Minis-
ter T R B Rajaa. The projects
inelude investments by Kaynes
Circuits India Limited, which
will spend 3104 crore on multi-
layer printed circuit boards,

=0

¥325 crore on camera module
sub-assemblies, ¥1,684 crore on
high-density interconnect
(HDI) PCBs, and ¥1,167 croreon
laminates. Ascent Circuits Pri-
vate Limited has also received
approval for a ¥991-crore
project to manufacture multi-
laver printed security
boards. Together, these
investments are expect-
ed to generate 2,420 jobs

and supportcumulative
production worth
28,255 crore.

Rajaa said TN's perform-
ance underscores its leader-
ship in India’s emerging elec-
tronics manufacturing
ecosysten. “Although the cen-
tre’s ECMS scheme had an ini-
tial investment target of 59,350
crore, proposals worth over 1

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 October 2025, p. 4

CMopens India’s first int’l-grade
ornamental fish trade hub in city

Built by CMDA at 53 crin Kolathur, the centre would generate 1K jobs, boost industry growth

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin on
Saturday inaugurated what is
said to be India’s first interna-
tional-standard ornamental
fish trade centre at Kolathur,
built at a cost of ¥53 crore by
the Chennai Metropolitan De-
velopment Authority (CMDA).
Kolathur, long recognised as
a hub for ornamental fish
breeding and trade, is home to
nearly 500 families dependent
on this livelihood. Soon after
assuming office, Stalin met lo-
cal fish breeders on June 26,
2021, to discuss their challenges
and explore ways to expand the
ornamental fish trade to global
markets. Following this consul-
tation, the state government
announced in its 2021-22 Budget
the establishment of a world-
class, exclusive ornamental
fish trade hub at Kolathur.
Spread over 15,945 sq m, with
a built-up area of 11,650 sg m,
the three-storey facility houses

The modern market
complex, spread
over 15945 sqm,

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 October 2025, p. 7

a laboratory, a

training hall, a food
court and a viewing
gallery | praviKuMar

lakh crore have already been
received. We in TN hope to gar-
ner about 30% of the total in-
vestments under this scheme,”
he said in a social media post.

The minister credited CM
M K Stalin’s “strategic leader-
ship™ and the state’s early poli-
cy push —notably its matching
grants programme for compo-
nent manufacturing —for help-
ing TN seize the lead.

Officials said TN could even-
tually attract nearly a third of
the total investments expected
under the ECMS as subsequent
rounds are rolled out. The
state’s strong show ing reinfore-
es its growing importance in
India’s industrial landscape, al-
ready marked by strengths in
automobiles, renewables and
data centres.

188 shops, including five restau-
rants. During the inaugural
event, the CM also handed over
allotment orders for shops to
fish producers and traders.

The modern market complex
includes 185 wholesale and re-
tail outlets, a laboratory, a
training hall, a food court and
a viewing gallery. It has been
designed as a meeting point for
breeders, traders and export-
ers, enabling smoother coordi-
nation and marketing of orna-
mental fish.

Officials said the new trade
centre would generate direct
and indirect employment for
over 1,000 people while helping
the Kolathur ornamental fish

with abuilt-up industry scale up to interna-

areaof 11,650 sgm,  tional standards.

includes 185 Fisheries and Animal Hus-
g wholesaleand bandry Minister Anita R Rad-

retail outlets, hakrishnan, HR&CE Minister

and CMDA chairman P K
Sekarbabu, and Chennai Cor-
poration Mayor R Priyva also
participated in the event.
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Slashed prices, cancelled orders, worker exodus ... 50% US tariff on textile exports hits Tirupur's MSMEs hard

SakthivelK@timesofindia.com

en R Deepak, a tailor,

arrived in Tirupur afew

years ago, along with 100

others from his home

state Bihar, he believed

his life was going to turn around was

entering aland of opportunity as the city

was ahubfor garment export. This past

month, his life appears to be coming

apartat the seams. “Imay have togoback

home,” says the 30-year-old. “I was earn-

ing 220,000 a month, but now it is barely

%7,000. I only have work for a couple of
days a week.”

Tirupur’s knitwear industry, which
exported 240,000 crore worth of goods in
2024-25 and projected 25% growth this
fiscal, is now battling a slowdown that
has slashed shifts, wages and jobs.

The 50% tariff imposed by the US on
Indian textile exports has impacted
MSME exporters in Tirupur, where the
US accounts for a third of the export
market. With orders drying up, several
MSME units have been forced to cut
manpower and reduce operations.

City-based exporter V Perinbaraajan
isone of those heavily dependent on the
US market. “Before the tariff hike, we
shipped one lakh garments to the US;
now production has almost come to a
standstill,” says the managing director
of Sutharshika Apparels. “We packed
30,000 pieces about two months ago, but
the stock remains unsold.”

When business was good, says Perin-
baraajan, he employed 200 workers. “For
the past couple of weeks, workers have
beenasking for work or to return to their
native places. At present, we can provide
jobs to only 15 people. Whether I run the
company or not, Istill have to pay loans,
interest and staff salaries every month.
‘We can manage for another two months;
after that, I don’t know what to do.”

To cut costs, units are makingdrastic
adjustments. “Earlier, we spent 3,000
daily ona van to transport workers. Now
we ask them to come by bus and provide
%40 per head as travel allowance. We used
to outsource stitching to 20 units, but in
the past month, only two units got or-
ders,” says Perinbaraajan.

The festive season has added pres-
sure. “Diwali is around the corner, and
we have to pay suppliers and bonuses to
regular staff. Thereal impact will be felt
this month and the next,” he says.

The crisis has also hit allied indus-
tries. Thirupathi Muthukrishnan, joint
secretary of the Embroidery Associa-
tion, says the US tariff has led to about
40% jobloss. “Our monthly job work has
dropped from %20 lakh to 712 lakh. We
haven’t cut manpower yet, but working
days are down from seven to five. An
operator who earned 220,000 a month
now makes only ¥15,000. In the coming
‘weeks we may have to reduce manpower
t00,” he says.

M P Muthurathinam, president of
the Tirupur Exporters and Manufactur-
ers Association, says focus on the US
because buyers there place large-volume
orders, even if profit margins are lower:

garment
manufacturing
units in Tirupur

Domestic
and jobh-
working units

Knitting
factories

Dyeing
units

300

Bleaching
units

50

Embroidery
units

600

2022-2023

340,059

(in T crore)

2023-2024

238,408

2024-2025
344,747

of exports are to
USA; rest goes to
European Union
countries, UK,

UAE, Australia, Nli’rggslreof
Canada, rest of employed:
Asia, Africa and :
saudi Arabia 10 1akn
What's going? | Migrant
T-shirts, baby baby| WOrkers
wear, nightwear, | cmployed:
undergarments 2 .5 -3 . 5
(mostly cotton) lakh

“Asthere is continuous demand, it keeps
units running through the year.” Also,
says Muthurathinam, unlike other mar-
kets, the US does not demand value-
added products such as garments with
printing, embroidery or special finish-
ing. “The buyers prefer plain garments,
which simplifies production,” he says.
K M Subramanian, president of
Tirupur Exporters’ Association, saysthe
city exportsZ15,000cr worth of garments
to the US, which is 30% of overall ex-
ports. “This year, we expecta minimum

Source: The Times of India, 01 October 2025, p. 8

loss of 1,500 crore. The sluggishness will
last at least six months.”

While exporters are exploring alter-
native markets such as South Africa,
Russiaand Australia, Subramanian says
it will take two years to establish a strong
presence. “This tariff will also hurt US
consumers as they cannot immediately
source fashion garments from else-
where, Prices will rise forthem,” he says.

Arun Alagarasan, managing director
of Eashwar Exports in Ammapalayam,
who works with the European markets,

says the forecast appears bleak.
“Bangladesh has captured the Euro-
pean market. Without immediate al-
ternatives, units dependent on the US
will temporarily shut down after Di-
wali. In Europe, buyers who pur-
chased 10,000 pieces now buy only
5,000. Store sales have reduced over
the last two years,” he says.

Having had to cancel a recent US or-
der after buyers slashed the buying price
by 20%, Pandi Selvi, managing director
of Aswin Textiles, says they are now
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‘DIFFICULT TO
RUN A FAMILY’
N Karthik Raja, an
embroidery machine
operator from Theni
working in Tirupur, says
he once worked 28 shifts
a month but now
manages only 20. The
sole breadwinner for his
wife, newborn and
mother, the 29-year-old
says he used to earn
320,000 a month, but
now his income has
fallen to just 13,000. “ I
send 25,000 to my family,
pay 35,500 in rent and
spend about 25,000 on
essentials. | could
manage earlier by taking
advances, but with
orders drying up, even
that option is gone. It
has become very difficult
to run a family,” he says.

Where its refusing fresh orders, “Normally
going Compacting demand rises before Christ-
30%_35% units mas and New Year, but buyers

are pressuring us to cut prices

further,” she says. “We employ

120 guest workers, but for the

past two months we have been

able to engage barely 30. Till June,

we made 1.2 1akh pieces a month; now
it has dropped to 30,000.”

S Krishna, a tailor from Assam,
who moved to Tirupur, says 60 work-
ersfrom his circle have left. “They will
return only if orders pick up.”

Selvi says MSMEs are turning to
the domestic market for survival. “We
are considering a cluster to sell di-
rectly, but we need govt support.”

“We have asked for 5% interest
subvention, immediate extension of
credit timelines from 90 days to 180
days and emergency credit line guar-
antee scheme loans for exporters to
the US,” says Subramanian. “We have
also asked for electricity tariffs to be
reduced by 22 per unit. We had tar-
geted %1 lakh crore in exports by 2030,
but with the current situation, that
seems unlikely”

Email your feedback with
name and address to southpole.
toi@timesofindia.com



TN start-ups draw %127 cr investment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE state’s start-up ecosystem
is witnessing a surge in global
interest, with 127.09 crore in
investment commitments an-
nounced at the Tamil Nadu Glo-
bal Startup Summit (TNGSS)
2025, even as women-led ven-
tures emerge as the maindriv-
ersof innovation in the state.
Fifteen investors engaged
with 453 start-ups across more
than 1,200 structured pitches,
while 23 memorandums of un-
derstanding were signed with
international partners such as
Link Innovations (France),
AsiaBerlin Forum (Germany),
RxN Hub (Canada), River Ven-
ture Studio (Singapore) and
Lowe’s India, creating new
pathways for marketaccess, in-
cubation and mentorship.
Twelve central and 15 state
government departments of-
fered founders direct access to
funding schemes and policy

GLOBAL

B oLl U 'i_,lf. .! i

support.

Meanwhile, a study by the
State Planning Commission,
Start-up Ecosystem in TN: Op-
portunities and Challenges -
Findings Report, highlights the
senerational and gender shift
underpinning this growth.
Women now constitute 57% of
founders, launching ventures

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 October 2025, p. 4

typically between 26 and 30
vears, earlier than men, and
more than half bring prior pro-
fessional experience. Most ven-
tures remain at the early-trac-
tion stage, concentrated in IT,
healtheare, agriculture, and
food and beverages, with lean
teams relying heavily on family
and friends. State policies un-
der StartupTN, including infra-
structure, funding, and mentor-
ship support, have accelerated
this growth. The report states
that most start-up founders
come from higher socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds, reflecting
their access to networks, social
capital and quality education.
Engineering dominates as the
academic discipline of choice,
with governmentfunded insti-
tutions serving as a key pipe-
line. Nearly two-thirds of the
start-ups surveyed were incor-
porated in 2021 or later, under-
scoring the impact of targeted
interventions by StartupTN.

Chennai at the wheel of Michelin’s India growth story

G.Balachandar@timesofindia.com

hen France-headquartered
tyre major Michelin signed
a MoU with the Tamil
Nadu govt on Nov 16, 2009

— in the presence of then Chief Minister,
late M Karunanidhi, and then deputy
chief minister MK Stalin — it marked one
of the largest foreign investments in In-
dia’s manufacturing sector, with a com-
mitment to invest ¥4,000crore over the
years. With the state govt playing a crucial
role in providing infrastructure and sup-
port, the company rolled out its first truck
and bus radial tyre from a greenfield
manufacturing unit at Thervoy Kandigai,

factory at Thervoy
Kandigai

about 50km north of Chennali, a year later. a\

N
signed a fresh agreement with the state
government — this time in the presence
of Chief Minister M K Stalin. With this
latest outlay, the company’s total invest-
ment in Tamil Nadu stands at about
3,400crore.

Manufacturing radial tyres for trucks,

More than a decade on, the plant has
evolved into one of Michelin’s key produc-
tion sites. Last year, a new chapter began
with the commencement of production of
radial tyres for premium cars, following
the setting up of new lines at an invest-
ment of ¥687crore, after the company

future. This is the alighment we share
worldwide,” said Florent Chaussade, Ex-
ecutive Director, Michelin India.
Inacompetitive and price-sensitive tyre
market where most companies operate
multiple plants across India, the MNC re-
= liesonitssingle, high-performance facility
4 at Thervoy Kandigai. The location offers
not just logistical advantages — with dis-
tribution hubs across the country — but
also access to skilled talent, strong infra-
structure, and the policy stability that
Tamil Nadu prov1des
“What sets the unitapart
is its focus on people devel-
opment,” says Chaussade.
" About 45% of the staff
began their careers at
the operator level.
“The people who

buses, cars, and tubeless truck radial
tyres, it produces 54,000tonnes of tyres

for the Indian armed forces.

Michelin has embedded community
initiatives into its operations. A mobile
medical unit — a converted bus staffed
‘with a doctor and nurse — travels daily to
nearby villages, providing essential health-

care. The company also supports edu-

cational programmes in local schools.
The company views Chennai as

the perfect industrial base. “Chen-

il nai is rightly placed — from the
Kkk[ % industrial setup to the support we
\ getfrom the TN govt. We've been

\ here for 12-plus years and will
continue to remain here for

many more,” said Shantanu

Deshpande, MD, Michelin India. With
new investments, expanded capacity, and
a continued focus on innovation, Chennai
remains firmly at the centre of the tyre

13 years ago are now part of the staff run-
ning the factory,” he adds, noting that all
production shop floors are fully air-condi-
tioned.

As the plant expanded from truck and
bus radials to passenger car radial tyres,
the company delivered 50,000 hours of
training for operators, technicians, engi-
neers, and managers over several
months —much of itconducted
abroad. These trained profes-
sionals now lead the new pro-
duction lines in India. The fac-
tory has also been a pioneer in
sustainability and innovation. In
2022, it became the first company in
India to have a truck tyre certified
with a 4-star fuel efficiency label, and
by 2023, all truck tyres produced in Chennai
were equipped with RFID technology. The

annually, employing around 800 perma- started as -ator:

nent staff and 400 contract workers. “The

plant also res specialised tyres  major’s India growth story.

Chennai plant represents 27.2 billion euros
Michelin’s global vision, which is common
across all our plants: We manufacture the

THOSE WHO STARTED AS OPERATORS 13 YEARS AGO ARE PART OF
THE STAFF RUNNING THE FACTORY - Florent Chaussade | o, MicHELIN NDIA

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2025, p. 4
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TN Expands SIPCOT’s Role Be pﬂ Offering/Lagdfl?cﬁs And

Manufacturing Parks, T:Poviinﬂnd—To—End Service Solutions

coming

Nandini.

india.com

s Tamil Nadu resets its industrial compass towards next-gen,
high-tech investments, the principal agency involved in
developing the state’s manufacturing infrastructure is also
undergoing a transformation. The state govt is expanding
therole of SIPCOT (State Industries Promotion Corporation
of Tamil Nadu) from an agency that acquired land parcels
and set up production parks to an entity that offers a range
of end-to-end services to potential investors.

Given that TN needs to take on increasing competition
from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka for high-
end manufacturing and R&D investments, SIPCOT’s new,
expanded role has become a key USP. “SIPCOT is now more
than just about land, water and power. We now offer plug-
and-play infra that helps investors start operations faster.
Our cluster strategy ensures industries grow where talent,
supply chain and logistics already exist, enabling faster
growth and higher investments,” says state industries min-
ister TRB Rajaa. Each park combines hard infra — roads,
power, and water — with soft infra, such as single-window
clearances and training linkages,” he adds.

This is what distinguishes SIPCOT 2.0 from its earlier
avatar, a focus on industry-ready services. “SIPCOT is pro-
viding services which address the new requirements of
investors,” says state industries secretary V Arun Roy. These
‘new requirements’ may range from a lower carbon footprint
to employee dorms and even creches or day-care facilities.
Heremarks that SIPCOT is already supplying recycled sew-
age water from Chennai municipality to the industrial belt
in Oragadam-Sriperumbudur. “This helps reduce the carbon
footprint of companies that have manufacturing units
there,” he explains.

In keeping with the state govt’s efforts to expand indus-
trial footprint across the state, SIPCOT is also setting up “a
tertiary sewage treatment plant in Hosur which will be ready
and operational by January 2026,” adds Arun Roy. Given
that industrial usage of water in a deficient state like TN is
always a contentious issue, SIPCOT is also building its own

WE OFFER PLUG-AND-PLAY INFRA
THAT HELPS INVESTORS START
OPERATIONS FASTER - TR B Rajaa | TN INDUSTRIES MINISTER

Source: The Times of India, 27 October 2025, p. 2

R

of age

STEADY EXPANSION
OF PORTFOLIO

» In Irungattukottai, SIPCOT | » SIPCOT is also setting up
has set up a training centre innovation centres in

in association with SIMA or regions such as

SIPCOT Irungattukottai Sriperumbudur and Hosur
Manufacturers’ Association | . SIpCOT is also building its
» In Shoolagiri, it has set up own desalination plant in

the 750-head-strong Nettur Tuticorin which will produce
Technical Training Foundation | 60 million litres a day

desalination plant in Tuticorin which will produce 60 million
litres a day. “The tender for this has been awarded and it will
become functional in two years,” says Arun Roy.

Beyond sustainable amenities, SIPCOT’s role has also
expanded to offer a range of services. The most critical of
that is manpower training. “SIPCOT is building training
infrastructure in collaboration with industry associa-
tions,” says Arun Roy: For example, in Irungattukot-
tai SIPCOT has set up a training centre in as-
sociation with SIMA (SIPCOT Irungattukottai
Manufacturers’ Association). In Shoolagiri, it has
set up the 750-head-strong Nettur Technical Train-
ing Foundation. “All of these will help provide
skilled manpower to the industrial estates promoted
by SIPCOT.” he adds.

SIPCOT is also trying to offer a common platform
that will allow the state’s startup ecosystem to offer
manufacturing and process solutions to its investors. Says
Senthil Raj, MD, SIPCOT: “Given the importance of start-ups
in the industrial eco-system and to encourage simplification
of the manufacturing process, SIPCOT is setting up innova-
tion centres in Sriperumbudur and Hosur: We are inviting
industry to come up with their concerns and the startups
will take up those concerns and come up with process solu-
tions for the manufacturing sector.”

This does not mean that SIPCOT is not offering hardcore
infrastructure support to potential investors. In fact, Tamil
Nadu has established a record 30 new SIPCOT industrial
parks in just four years, says Rajaa. “The government has
substantially increased investments in SIPCOT over the past
four years, with higher allocations again this year to ac-

celerate land
development
and ready-to-use fa-
cilities,” he adds. These
parks are also designed for
exportstrength, with seamless port
connectivity and warehousing corridors
that link manufacturers directly to global mar-
kets. In terms of land acquisition, SIPCOT, says
Arun Roy, is in the process of acquiring a 45,000-acre land
bank. “In Tuticorin, SIPCOT and TIDCO are acquiring a
5,000 acre-land parcel for future industrialisation and work
is also on to create a future shipbuilding hub in Tuticorin,”
he adds.

That apart, SIPCOT is also building an EV component
park Hosur “which is complete with 60% allotment already
complete,” says Arun Roy. It is also building a textile park
-PM MITRA park —at Virudhunagar. Meanwhile it is work-
ing on providing housing in hubs like Tuticorin and Gan-
gaikonda. Already, Foxconn has partnered with TN govt to
create a company-funded $230 million dorm for 18,000 work-
ers and a separate one for 18,720 women employees. “Given
the scale of manufacturing, thesefacilities arecritical,” says
Arun Roy. Most of these new plug-and-play activities are in
PPP mode, he adds. Not surprisingly, SIPCOT is planning
new industrial parks with employee housing facilities. Says
Senthil Raj, “We are also planning to set up new parks with
dorm housing for employees in Gangaikonda, Shoolagiri,
Irungattukottai among others.”

The industry is upbeat about SIPCOT’s new role expan-
sion given that much of what was put in place came from
industry itself. “SIPCOT’s expanding role in Tamil Nadu’s
industrial ecosystem is a positive and welcome develop-
ment,” says Ramkumar Shankar, president, MCCI (The
Madras Chamber of Commerce and Industry). In 2018, MCCI
conducted an in-depth study titled ‘Enhancing the Invest-
ment Attractiveness of Tamil Nadu's Industrial Estates’.
The study involved primary research across 18 industrial
estates— including 9 SIPCOT estates, 6 SIDCO estates, a few
private estates within and outside the state — and also ex-
amined global best practices.

“Based on this extensive analysis, we recommended that
SIPCOT and SIDCO evolve from being primarily infrastruc-
ture providers to playing a more integrated role — combin-

ing infrastructure development with employee welfare,
skill development, social amenities, and business pro-

motion — to enhance the overall functionality and
competitiveness of industrial estates,” says Shankar.

“The recent initiatives focusing on housing, treated

water reuse, carbon credit-linked services, and the
establishment of innovation hubs in Hosur and
Sriperumbudur clearly reflect this forward-
looking approach,” he adds.
The new role is an add-on for SIPCOT which has
apositive reputation among investors in TN as a pro-active
body: “Working with SIPCOT has been a professional expe-
rience. From the way the property visits were arranged to
the discussions on where the factory can be set up, SIPCOT
has been proactive at all steps. They ensured our subsidies
were secured and the MoU was signed in presence of the
CM.. In addition, SIPCOT was our single point of contact to
facilitate all requirements locally, which is critical as we are
not based in TN,” says Hrishikesh Ramani, head of manu-
facturing, Dabur India. Industry sources say if the new role
plays out as intended, SIPCOT could become TN'’s calling
card among new investors. “Further strengthening public-
private collaboration and expanding sustainability-driven
estate management practices will help reinforce TN’s stand-
ing as one of India’s most progressive and investment-
friendly industrial states,” says MCCI’s Shankar.
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Shifting Focus From US, Homegrown Firms Eye Europe And
Asia 1o Take Advantage Of Conducive Startup Ecosystems

TN STARTUPS MAKE
GLOBAL IMPACT

Vaitheeswaran.B@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu-based startups are ag-
gressively pursuing international
markets beyond their traditional
focus on the US, capitalizing on
incentive programmes from coun-
tries eager to attract talent and

innovation. European
nations are at

4

trend,
with
countries
such as France,
Germany, the Nether-

lands, and Portugal offering dedicated
entrepreneur visa programmes, tax incentives,
and comprehensive regulatory support —mak-
ing it easier for startups from Tamil Nadu to

-

expand abroad. This shift is backed by govt
engagement between StartupTN, the state’s
startup promotion agency, and various govt
startup bodies, which can play a larger role than
what individual ventures could achieve inde-
pendently. “To secure govt projects in strategic
sectors, youmust have a domestic entity. Space
is a sensitivearea, and some level of govt-to-govt
engagement helps navigate policy bottlenecks
and provides networking opportunities,” says
Sakthikumar R, founder and CEO of OrbitAid
Aerospace, which is expanding into Germany:.
Market access is becoming easier to achieve
through structured support programmes. S
Mugesh, COO and co-founder of Goat Robotics,
is entering Belgium precisely because his com-
pany offers solutions to tackle the country’s
pressing challenges. “Belgium faces a labour
shortage and high wages. With regulatory
and HR support, access to grants and govt
schemes, and help with compliance, the
. entry barriers become lower. We have
4‘\ been selected for startup programmes
that organise industrial visits and
facilitate meetings with industry
stakeholders,” he told TOL
Hub.brussels, the govt agency
for the Brussels Capital Region,
has awarded Goat Robotics a soft-
landing package that includes
payroll support, expat relocation
assistance, free office space, ac-
cess to R&D infrastructure, fund-
ing, mentorship, and global in-
dustry partnerships. Didier Van-
derhasselt, Belgium’s ambassador
to India, says the country has es-
tablished a commercial office in
Tamil Nadu specifically to support
such collaborations.
“We have helped seven Tamil Nadu
companies establish a presence to serve
the EU market,” he notes.

s

strong industrial bases and

-
J"’ R&D focus, we can collaborate in deep-tech

areas such as semiconductors, advanced robot-
ics, and life sciences.” He adds that Tamil Nadu,
with its notable semiconductor startups, can
benefit from collaboration with Belgium'’s re-
nowned semiconductor research centre, IMEC.

France is equally proactive. Orhiane Sava-
rese, associate director of HEC Paris— France’s
leading B-school — has partnered with India’s
Ministry of Electronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) on startup initiatives. She de-
scribes Tamil Nadu’s ecosystem as dynamic
and has expressed interest in exploring struc-
tured programmes with Tamil Nadu-based

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2025, p. 2

BEYOND BORDERS

» Domestic policies in various countries
favour deep-tech and strategic startups as
they scout for new avenues of economic
growth. Increasing global tensions are also
giving a renewed push for indigenous
technology building

» Tamil Nadu-based startups are gaining
market access in European markets through
agreements between StartupTN and
organisations such as AsiaBerlin, Santa Clara
University, Link Innovations (France), Hub.
brussels, and startup bodies from Canada,
South Korea, and the Philippines

» Several countries offer dedicated visa
pathways for entrepreneurs, welcome
packages with tax incentives, and initial
support to establish domestic entities

» India’s startup ecosystem currently ranks
third globally. Indian deep-tech talent and
technological innovation are highly valued.
Tamil Nadu is the fourth-largest deep-tech hub
in the country with over 500 startups, and
Chennai ranks among the top 10 cities with
343 startups, according to Tracxn

“With both regions having FAST FORWARD

startups. “There are natural synergies in
healthcare, AL, and R&D between Tamil Nadu
startups and French corporations. Through our
programmes, we provide various forms of sup-
port for entrepreneurs and connect them with
Station F, the world’s largest startup campus.
We introduce them to potential customers and
sector experts, but more importantly, we help
them with methodology,” she adds.

The geographic diversification is striking.
While the US once dominated startup expan-
sion plans, entrepreneurs are now evaluating
opportunities across continents. Beyond Eu-
rope and west Asia, founders are exploring
markets in the Philippines, In-
donesia, Nepal, and Bhutan.
Singapore has emerged as a
strategic launchpad. Dr. Viveka Kalidasan,
founder and CEO of River Venture Studio —
backed by the govt’s Enterprise Singapore —
observes that Tamil Nadu entrepreneurs are
increasingly thinking globally from inception.

“They view Singapore as a gateway to South-
east Asia,” she says. “Collaboration and invest-
ment opportunities exist in Industry 5.0, semi-
conductors, additive manufacturing, and robot-
ics. The flow works both ways — startups from
key Asian markets want access to the Indian
market, while Indian ventures seek Singapore’s
funding ecosystem and regulatory frameworks
for regional expansion,” she adds.
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Aerospace &
Defence Sector
Is Booming; TN
With Its

Strengths In
Manufacturing,

Is Well-Positioned
1o Cash In

’1.4

TN SET TO

1AKE FLIGHT

& Yogesh Kabirdoss | TNN
ndia’s aerospace and defence sector is
witnessing unprecedented action and
Tamil Nadu's industrial ecosystem, long
defined by precision and quality, is at
the heart of it. Tamil Nadu is not just

building tanks, drones, or satellites; it is script-

ing a new chapter in India’s self-reliance jour-
ney. The state has long had a number of public
sector companies, supported by a vibrant

MSME network, that make for the armed forc-

es. And, major private sector companies, includ-

ing Ashok Leyland, MRE and Sundram Fasten-
ers, have begun contributing to the aerospace
value chain.

Chennai recently hosted its maiden Aero-
space & Defence Manufacturing Expo, which
drew participation from global giants such as
Dassault and Safran. On its sidelines, B K Das,
director-general (electronics & communication
system) at DRDO, called Tamil Nadu’s growth
“a phenomenal opportunity” — hinting that

this vision. Dedicated aerospace and defence
parksare coming up in Coimbatore, while space
and propellant parks are being developed in
Tuticorin. The state is also setting up flight
training organisations (FTOs) at Karaikudi
and Kovilpatti, and defence testing centres in
Chennai and Trichy.

“These testing centres — focused on elec-
tronic warfare, electro-optics, UAVs, and me-
chanical systems — will dramatically cut wait-
ing times for manufacturers,” says Sandeep
Nanduri, Tidco managing director, adding that
“currently, companies from Tamil Nadu have
to send their products to other states for test-
ing.” Hosur, with its proximity to Bengaluru’s
established aerospace ecosystem, is fast becom-
ing a preferred destination for defence manu-
facturers, he says.

The Union Ministry of Defence (MoD) and
Tidco will establish a state-of-the-art testing
facility in the mechanical and materials domain
through a special purpose vehicle involving
public and private sector entities at Trichy as

parts for India’s next-generation part of the TNDIC programme.
fighter plane could be manufac- HIGH-ALTITUDE The Union govt’s initiatives such

tured in the state.

In 2019, the Union govt established two
dedicated defence industrial corridors — one
in Tamil Nadu and the other in Uttar Pradesh
— to boost domestic design, development, and
manufacture of advanced defence equipment.
The Tamil Nadu defence industrial corridor
(TNDIC) spans five key nodes: Chennai, Hosur,
Salem, Coimbatore, and Trichy. Coordinated by
the Tamil Nadu Industrial Development Cor-
poration (Tidco), the corridor enjoys strong
backing from both state and central govs. It of-
fers manufacturers distinct advantages —from
offset credits and cluster benefits to dedicated
industry zones.

With competition heating up from neigh-
bouring states such as Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu has set its sights high.
Three years ago, the state unveiled its Aero-
space & Defence Industrial Policy 2022. Reiter-
ating this focus, chief minister M K Stalin re-
cently said the state is targeting 75,000crore in
investments through the corridor by 2032. A
slew of projects is being rolled out to support

as Atmanirbhar Bharat, the De-
fence Acquisition Policy, and the Defence Pro-
duction and Export Promotion Strategy are
providing enormous opportunities for private
companies to emerge as partners in production
and supply.

Tamil Nadu today hosts more than 700 MS-
MEs engaged in defence manufacturing, many
of them supplying to global OEMs. Large do-
mestic players are expanding too — Larsen &
Toubro (L&T) manufactures space launch ve-
hicle subsystems, missile structures, and preci-
sion aerospace components from its Coim-
batore complex. Across the state, private
manufacturers are making drones, unmanned
helicopters, hovercraft, and even bombshells.
The upcoming launch pad for small satellites
at Kulasekarapattinam and a new industrial
cluster for space industries being developed by
Tidco are expected to trigger further invest-
ments and job creation.

Rating agency Crisil notes that India’s pri-
vate defence companies are rapidly gaining
ground in a sector traditionally dominated by

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2025, p. 4

PROJECTS IN PIPELINE

> Aerospace and defence parks | Coimbatore
> Space and propellant parks | Tuticorin

» Flight Training Organisations (FTOs) | Karaikudi
and Kovilpatti

> Defence testing centres | Chennai & Trichy

Pics: € Suresh Kumar
»

CATCH ‘EM YOUNG: Visitors at the AeroDef
Con-2025 held recently in Chennai

PSUs, with their order books projected to rise
significantly — from 240,000crore in FY24 to an
estimated ¥55,000crore by the end of this fiscal.

The state industries department is collabo-
rating with IN-SPACe (Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorization Centre) and
DRDO todeepen local capabilities. “We feel that
the work done in the past few years will start
bearing fruit soon,” says industries secretary
V Arun Roy “With airports at Hosur and Paran-
durbeing developed to include MRO and DRDO
facilities, aerospace and defence are now part
of Tamil Nadu’s core industrial planning,” he
adds.

Tidco and the Aerospace Industry Develop-
ment Association of Tamil Nadu (AIDAT) are
helping MSMESs connect with global companies
for investment, technology transfer; and manu-
facturing partnerships. The MSME sector is
also lobbying for major defence programmes
such as the advanced medium combat aircraft
(AMCA) and submarine projects to be located
in the state to strengthen local supply chains.
“Tamil Nadu is both the current and future
investment hub for the aerospace and defence
industry,” says Franklin Dathy, secretary of
AIDAT. “Our technical skill base and financial
stability give us a strong edge,” he adds.

TENVol. 11 Issue 10 | October 2025 | Page 22

Int’] Tamilar
Biz Conclave
to make debut
in Malaysia

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU entrepreneurs
will, for the first time, con-
verge in Malaysia for the in-
augural International Tami-
lar Business Conclave 2025,
a three-day event aimed at
connecting Tamil business-
es with international mar-
kets and showcasing the
state’s unique products and
services.

Scheduled from December
22 to 25 at the Wyndham Gar-
den I-City and Midlands Con-
vention Centre, the conclave
will bring together thousands
of Tamil entrepreneurs, in-
vestors and business leaders
from around the world.

Organisers anticipate over
100 exhibition stalls, offering
businesses a platform to dis-
play traditional food prod-
ucts, handicrafts, herbal rem-
edies and other specialised
offerings.

The event will also mark
the fourth anniversary of the
Tamilar Varthaga Samgam
on December 23, with a spe-
cial lunch featuring tradition-
al millet dishes. More than
1,000 Malaysian businessper-
sons and mem bers of the pub-
lic are expected to attend, a
release said. Key objectives of
the conclave include promot-
ing TN’s traditional food prod-
ucts, facilitating internation-
al networking among Tamil
entrepreneurs, and encourag-
ing global business ventures
in traditional sectors, the re-
lease stated.

Conclave's coordinators announced it at
a presser on Saturday | express

Source: The New Indian Express,
26 October 2025, p. 4



Global stage: Designer Vino Supraja (third left) with weavers during

her visit to Bhavani in Erode district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Bhavani jamakkalam
receives red carpet
welcome in London

S.P. Saravanan
ERODE

For decades, 69-year-old
master weaver Sakthivel
has sat at his humble han-
dloom in Periyamolapa-
layam, near Bhavani,
weaving threads of various
vibrant hues into the tradi-
tional and famous Bhavani
Jjamakkalams.  Alongside
his sister and brother, he
has devoted 54 years to the
loom, preserving a centu-
ries-old craft even as the
number of weavers in the
region steadily dwindled.

On September 21, 2025,
that quiet perseverance
found global recognition.
The jamakkalam took
centre stage at London
Fashion Week, when dan-
cer Vanmathi Jagan per-
formed gracefully with the
handwoven rug, drawing
applause from the
audience.

But the most moving
moment came when Du-
bai-based designer Vino
Supraja walked the ramp
with Mr. Sakthivel, who
carried a model of a spin-
ning wheel (raattai). “It
brought the colours and
textures of Erode district’s
weaving tradition to an in-
ternational audience,” said
Mr. Sakthivel, his voice
brimming with pride. For
the first time, a heritage
weaver shared the spot-
light with a designer on a
global stage.

“People say the jamak-
kalam is famous world-
wide, but the recognition
never reaches the weavers.
That day, it did. It was not
just for me, it was for all
weavers,” he told The Hin-
du.

Hailing from Vandavasi
in Tiruvannamalai district,
Ms. Vino had visited Bha-
vani years ago to explore
its weaving craft. When the
organisers of London Fash-
ion Week approached her,
her thoughts immediately

turned homeward. “I had
already been working with
Jjamakkalam weavers for
over a year, developing
premium handbags. The
research and development
had been going on for
some time. But [ also knew
the reality — jamakkalam is
no longer used as much,
and demand is falling. The
weavers are struggling,”
she said.

This sparked an idea. “I
wanted to show the world
this amazing textile which
has a strong visual identi-
ty,” Ms. Vino said. “The
first image that came to my
mind was walking with the
weaver on the ramp, to
take the bow together,” she
said, adding that: “People
who keep these crafts alive
for generations should be
celebrated. Me taking all
the credit would be unfair.”

Among Bhavani’s many
weavers, Mr. Sakthivel be-
came the face of this tri-
bute. “He is the one behind
all the Bhavani products
we sell,” Ms. Vino said.
“This is not about one indi-
vidual, but honouring the
entire community. He re-
presents them all, the soul
of Bhavani,” she added.

On the London catwalk,
Mr. Sakthivel’s presence
was noted. Dressed in tra-
ditional attire and carrying
the spinning wheel model,
he walked the ramp to a
standing ovation. Fascinat-
ed by his skill and the bold,
geometric patterns, Ms. Vi-
no created luxury hand-
bags and accessories from
Jjamaklkalam for her collec-
tion ‘WEAVE: A Bhavani
Tribute’.

Back in Bhavani, howev-
er, weaving faces challeng-
es. “It is hard work, but
wages are low,” Mr. Sakthi-
vel said. He urged the go-
vernments to protect the
tradition and hoped
schools and colleges would
introduce heritage weav-
ing to future generations.

Source: The Hindu, 05 October 2025, p. 10

Sipcot floats tender to build
basic infra for knowledge city

R.Saivenkatesh
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The State Indu-
stries Promotion Corpora-
tion of Tamil Nadu (Sipcot)
floatinga¥89.9-crore tender
to lay roads, build drains,
and provide water and sani-
tation infrastructure for
the knowledge city planned
at Tiruvallur.

Officially announced in
the 2022-23 budget speech,
the state planstotake up the
projectin phases.

Recently, TN Industrial
Development Corporation
(Tidco) invited consultancy
bids to develop, in the first
phase, a ‘knowledge tower’
that will host research and
development labs, tech
firms, and research institu-

tionson12.65acres.

Sipcot managing direc-
tor K Senthil Raj said the
tender is to develop roads,
construct stormwater dra-
ins, culverts, and provide
water supply and sanitary
arrangements in the Seng-
athakulam area of the dis-
trict, which forms a part of
theupcomingknowledgeci-
ty. Oct 30 is the final date for
submission of bids.

“Besides, bus shelters,
parks, and other modern in-
frastructure are being plan-
ned. The work will begin on-
ce a firm is finalized. In se-
ven to eight months, we can
see the development,” said
Sandeep Nanduri, mana-
ging director, Tidco, which
isexecuting the project.

Tidco is also finalizing a

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2025, p. 5

public-private partnership
document for the project
and is in talks with various
universities.

“Recently in Germany,
chief minister M K Stalin
signed a memorandum
with RWTH Aachen Univer-
sity,. When such institu-
tions come here, migration
of students from India to
other countries for educa-
tion will reduce. That’s the
purpose of the knowledge
hub,” he added.

“The idea is good, but
the govt has to focus on
bringing in more Indian
universities instead of fore-
ign ones. That will develop
quality in education here,”
said a former vice-chancel-
lor of aprominentstate uni-
versity.

India’s future will be driven by
T.N’s research and development
ecosystem: Industries Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Industries
T.R.B. Rajaa on Monday
said the future of India was
going to be driven by Tamil
Nadu and its research and

development (R&D)
ecosystem.
“India is today manufac-

turing and servicing for the
world. We would love Ta-
mil Nadu to become a pro-
duct State, and India itself
to become a product na-
tion,” he said at the inaugu-
ral session of the two-day
Tamil Nadu Land Use
2025, an international con-
ference on research and in-
novation for a sustainable
future organised by the
State Planning Commis-
sion at the IIT-Madras Re-
search Park.

“I think every single re-
search, however small it
may be, is going to add va-
lue to the State as the R&D
hub of India. And I would
love to see Tamil Nadu be-

imerce,

wings

Minister for Industries T.R.B. Rajaa releasing the book at the

—

inaugural event of the conference on Monday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

come the R&D capital of In-
dia, and make this ecosys-
tem even more vibrant,”
Mr. Rajaa said.

The  Minister also
stressed the need for more
research in the field of ani-
mal husbandry and land
use.

Mr. Rajaa released two
reports — Land Use Re-
search in Tamil Nadu: 15
Years of Tamil Nadu State

Source: The Hindu, 07 October 2025, p. 3
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Land Use Research Board,
a compendium reflecting
the Board’s journey and
contributions, and a coffee
table book titled Vadu-
voor-A Landscape of Wings
based on the study under-
taken by the Salim Ali
Centre for Ornithology and
Natural History, with fund-
ing support from Tamil Na-
du State Land Use Re-
search Board.



TN govt’s planning commission
favours Gujarat model for startups

‘StartupTN

UP, UP, START UPS!

d . d Maharashtra Delhi Gujarat
Spurred Rapi NUMBEROF 3] 670 17,921 15,219
. REGISTERED :
EX an Sl On’ STARTUPS Karnataka Uttar Pradesh Tamil Nadu
P 18,727 17,469 | 12,024
Ram.Sundaram TN SPC Report
@timesofindia.com State Best practices Tamil Nadu can adopt
] ) , Guiarat Introduce a state-wide student start-up policy
Chennai: Tamil Nadu’s Plan- ! to fund and mentor college-level innovators
ning Commission has advi- Maharasht Create regional innovation clusters to spread
?;Ea’i?; Stgﬁiﬁﬁﬁc@doﬁfg aharashtra | ciart.up activity beyond major cities
: i Launch a competitive grant programme like
ework, alongwithselect prac- Karnataka Elevate to fund high-potential start-ups
tices f’if)m other states, lto Allow start-ups to pilot their products in
streamline startup regula- | garq)5 government departments through
tions and enhance accounta- procurement tie-ups
bility. Build a structured mentorshi
. w . p network and
Inits2025report, “Startup | Odisha offer added incentives for women founders

Ecosystem in Tamil Nadu:
Opportunities and Challeng-
es,” prepared by IIT Madras
and submitted to chief mini-
ster M K Stalin on Tuesday,
the commission commended
TN’s “Dravidian model” of
equitable growth. The study
said the StartupTN Mission,
launched in 2021, spurred ra-
pid expansion, resulting in
emergence of more than
11,900 start-ups, 5unicorns, 24
IPOs, and 228 incubators and
accelerators across the state
by July 2025.

The report said that TN’s

start-up policy, with 283 initi-
atives, is the most compre-
hensive among the states stu-
died. It credits the state for
prioritizing equitable
growth through targeted sup-
port for entrepreneurs from
SC/ST communities, trans-
gender persons, and persons
with disabilities.

It also suggested that
adopting select practices
fromfive states—Gujarat, Ke-
rala, Karnataka, Maharash-
tra, and Odisha— would furt-
her strengthen the state’s

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2025, p. 4

startup framework. The re-
portidentified Gujarat’s star-
tup ecosystem as a model for
its tiered governance and cla-
rity in regulatory processes.
Gujarat’s Student Startup
and Innovation Policy (SSIP
2.0) operates through four
structured layers—state le-
vel apex committee, policy
implementation committee,
Gujarat knowledge society,
and project management
units—ensuring efficient
monitoring and decision-ma-
king.
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Sembcorp moves to scale up green
hydrogen push at Thoothukudi port

ments in the state. In August
2024, Chief Minister M K Sta-
lin broke ground on the Singa-
pore-based group’s 160-acre
sreen ammonia plant in
Thoothukudi, designed to pro-

INDIA
MARITIME
WEEK

DY 5

=)

The Mol was signed at the India Maritime Week 2025 on Thursday, in the presence
of union minister for ports, shipping and wa terways Sarbananda Sonowal | exesess

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

SEMBCORP has signed a pre-
liminary agreement with the
VO Chidambaranar Port Au-
thority to explore a green hy-
drogen and ammonia hub in
southern Tamil Nadu, as In-
dia seeks to accelerate clean
fuel exports.

The non-binding memoran-
dum of understanding — ex-
changed on Thursday on the
sidelines of the India Mari-

time Week 2025 in the presence
of Sarbananda Sonowal, un-
ion minister for ports, ship-
ping and waterways — envis-
ages potential investments
amounting to I25,400 crore.
The partnership will assess
the development of an inte-
grated ecosystem for produc-
tion, storage, handling and ex-
port of green hydrogen and
ammonia in and around the
Thoothukudi port.

The initiative builds on Sem-
becorp’s existing energy invest-

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 October 2025, p. 6

duce 2,00,000 tonnes a year, one
of the earliest large-scale
projects of its kind in India.

Ports are emerging as criti-
cal nodes in the country’s
green hyvdrogen strategy un-
der the National Green Hy-
drogen Mission, with Tamil
Nadu positioning Thoothuku-
di as a southern export gate-
way Industry executives say
port-led infrastructure — par-
ticularly for bunkering, stor-
age and maritime logistics —
will be key to achieving cost
competitiveness and meeting
certification standards for
global markets.

Sembecorp, which operates
27 4GW of energy assets world-
wide, including 19.3GW of re-
newables across 11 markets,
has been expanding its portfo-
lio in India. The company op-
erates across 18 states, with
renewable generation in 13,
and manages one of the coun-
try's largest wind energy
portfolios.
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I'"M hub may build quantum network in TN defence corridor

U.Tejonmayam
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Industries in the
Tamil Nadu Defence and In-
dustrial Corridor may soon
gain access to a quantum
communication network be-
ing developed at IIT Madras
to enable secure and tamper-
proof dataexchange.

The project, led by the
IIT-M C-DOT Samgnya Tech-
nologies Foundation, will in-
volve extending the network
to the defence corridor con-
necting Chennai, Hosur, Co-
imbatore, Salem, and Trichy.

“Wehave submitted a pro-
posal to the Tamil Nadu govt
for setting up a quantum
communication network
along the defence corridor.
We received a positive re-

It uses light: Instead of sending
data as electric signals, light
particles (photons) are used

Each photon holds a secret:
Photons can exist in multiple
states at once, a quantum
property called superposmon

They don't send messages
directly, they send keys: Two
computers (Alice and Bob) first
share a secret encryption key

using photons. This is called
quantum key distribution

If anyone tries to peek, it shows:
When a hacker tries to read
photons, their state changes.
Both computers instantly know
someone tried to interfere

Once the key is safe, the real
message is sent: Computers use
this shared quantum key to
encrypt and send actual data

sponse from the officials,” sa-
id Ravindra Barlingay, CEO
of Samgnya.
TamilNadu'sdefencecor-
ridorisemergingas ahub for
aerospace, defence manufac-
turing, and high-technology
innovation. Samgnya is pre-

paring to support these indu-
stries through quantum-resi-
lient communication fram-
eworks, ensuring operatio-
nal continuity, protecting
supply chains, and safeguar-
ding sensitive information.
A pilot quantum testbed

Source The Times of India, 31 October 2025, p. 4

is already set up linking
IIT-M, the National Informa-
tics Centre, IIT-M Research
Park, and the Society for
Electronic Transactions and
Security (SETS). The net-
work carries data between
two endpoints called Alice
and Bob using photons,
which are light particles, in-
stead of electrical signals.
Any attempt to intercept or
measure these photons alters
their state, immediately aler-
ting both endsto intrusion.
Quantum communica-
tion uses this property of
light, known as the no-clo-
ning theorem, which pre-
vents data from being copied
without detection. It also
employs quantum key distri-
bution (QKD). a method to
share encryption keys thro-

Power corpn sanctions T850cr to set up 54 new

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
& Chennal

THE Rural Electrification Cor-
poration (REC) Limited has
sanctioned ¥850 crore to the
Tamil Nadu Transmission Cor.
poration (Tantransco) to estaly
lish 54 new substations across
the state and strengthen the
transmission network

A senior official told TNIE,
*Tantransoco recently signed the
agreement with REC, and the
funds are expected to be released
shortly We have planned to con-

struct 54 new substations, each
with a capacity of 110KV, in var
tous locations, including Chen-
nal”. Headded that Tamil Nadu's
electricity requirement has been
growing by about 6% every vear.
“By 2000, the state’s power de-
mand is expected to cross 27,541
MW To meet the rising demand,
it Is necessary to expand our in
frastructure. Construction work
will begin as soon as the funds
are released,” the official said.

The loan has been issued ot an
interest rate of 9.25%

Another official said the

state’s power sector requires in

vestments of more than 22 lakh
crore over the next five to seven
years toupgrade facilities across

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 October 2025, p. 6

REPRESENTATIONAL PIC

generation, transmission, distri
bution and storage. However, he
also noted that Tantransco and
distribution and generation

ugh quantum states rather

than algorithms, making
communication inherently
secure.

“Achieving operational
quantum resilience requires
integrating photonic integ-
rated circuits, entanglement-
based quantum key distribu-
tion, error-corrected hybrid
classical-quantumnetworks,
and modular repeater archi-
tectures,” said Prof Anil
Prabhakar, project director
atSamgnya.

The city test network will
expand into Metro Access
Quantum Area Networks
(MAQANS) in major cities —
Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyde-
rabad, Indore, and New Delhi
—linking to a national quan-
tum internet backbone (Qul-
LA) being developed under

companies together have a total
debt burden of about ¥1.7 lakh
crore, which is & major
concern,

Currently, around 80% of the
capital expenditureof the state’s
power utilities is funded by REC
and Power Finance Corpora-
tion. The interest rates charged
by these financial institutions
range from 9.25% to 12.65%,
which, the officials said, are
high. “We pay around 7,000
crore as interest every year to
these institutions. The state gov-
ernment has urged the union

the National Quantum Mis-
sion.

The IIT-M C-DOT Sam-
gnya Technologies Founda-
tion was established as the
national hub for quantum
communication under the
department of science and
technology’s National Quan-
tum Mission (NQM). Head-
quartered at the IIT-M Rese-
arch Park, Samgnya’s man-
date is to build a secure, resi-
lient, and future-ready
digital communication in-
frastructure using indigeno-
us technology and to nurture
a quantum-skilled workfor-
ce.

Globally, countries such
as China, the US, and mem-
bers of the European Union
have already established qu-
antum networks.

substations across state

government to consider reduc-
ing the rate to around 8.5
par with that of banks," 'J]l&}[hL’!’
officlal said.

Narayanan Tirupathi, Direc
tor, REC, told TNIE that REC has
so far pm\.:(h-{l nearly 260,000
crore to Tamil Nadu's power
utilities for strengthening trans
mission and distribution infra-
structure. “In some projects, we
have already reduced the inter
est rate by 1% for existing loans.
The REC board will take a call
on requests for further reduc-
tion," he said

Parking space mandate relaxed for new
large homes in TN; usable FSI set to rise

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Planningtobuilda
new house? You can now set
aside less space for parking,
asthe state govt has amended
the Tamil Nadu Combined
Development and Building
Rules, 2019, reducing the par-
king requirement for new
large-size residential buil-
dings.

As per the amendment is-
sued on Oct 10, houses built
on plots measuring 3,200sqft
(300sgm) or more must provi-
de parking space for at least
four cars and four two-whee-
lers. This rule willapply toall
residential building appro-
vals in corporations, munici-

As per the amendment issued on Oct 10, houses
built on plots measuring 3,200sqft (300sqm) or
more must provide parking space for at least
four cars and four two-wheelers

palities, and town panchay-
ats. For houses on smaller
plots, the existing rule conti-
nues—space for two cars and
two two-wheelers must be re-
served, according to the or-
der issued by state housing
secretary Karkala Usha.

S Ramprabhu from Buil-
ders Association of India sa-
id the change effectively in-
creases the usable Floor Spa-
ce Index (FSI) area available
for construction. FSIrefersto

Source: The Times of India, 17 October 2025, p. 2
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thetotal floor area that can be
builtonaplotrelative toits si-
ze. Parking areas, staircases,
and service spaces are classi-
fied as non-FSI areas, mea-
ning they do not count to-
ward the permissible built-
up limit.

Under the previous 2019
rule, one car parking slot was
required for every 75sqm of
built-up area. A 5,000 sqft ho-
use therefore needed at least
five car slots. “Builders often

found this difficult because
the spacerequired for car mo-
vement reduced the floor
area available for living spa-
ce. The new rule offers flexi-
bility to use some of that spa-
ce for an additional room or
other residential features,”
said Ramprabhu.

However, urban planners
warn that the amendment co-
uld worsen on-street parking.
R Naveen, a city planner, said
that reducing the required
parking provision wouldlead
to more vehicles being par-
ked on public roads. “Many
owners already park spare or
old cars on the streets. With
this change, the problem co-
uld grow, reducing space for
other motorists,” he said.
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Centre to invite
bids for offshore
wind projects in
TN, Guj by Feb

%I PRESS NEWS SERVICE

hennai

IN a major push towards clean
energy, the union government
is expected to invite tenders to
set up offshore wind energy
projects of 500 megawatt (MW)
each in Tamil Nadu and Gu-
jarat by February next vear,
said Union Minister for New
and Renewable Energy (MNRE)
Pralhad Joshi on Thursday.

Speaking at the seventh In-
ternational Trade Fair and

Conference on Renewable En-

ergy in Chennai, Joshi said,
“The government aims to
achieve 500 gigawatt (GW) of
renewable energy capacity by
2030, and offshore wind projects
will contribute significantly to
that goal. Of these, 100 GW-110

GW will come from wind. We

are also taking concrete steps
to develop India’s vast offshore

wind potential, targeting 30

GW with initial tenders.”
The minister highlighted

wind power revolution. “The
steady humming of wind tur-
bines, especially here in Tamil
Nadu, symbolises India’s clean
energy dream,” he added. P9

India set for I*tfirst offshore project: Sivasankar

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Emphasising the need to strength-
en domestic manufacturing, Joshi
further said, “We should aim to
develop a world-class wind manu-
facturing ecosystem that is effi-
cient, competitive, and land-opti-
mal. The reduction of GST on
renewable energy equipment is
helping the industry for more pro-
duction. At the same time, we can
repower old wind farms by replac-
ing smaller, outdated turbines
with modern, high-capacity ones.”

Tamil Nadu Minister for Electric-
ity and Transport 88 Sivasankar,
who also addressed the confer-
ence, said the state’s coastline has
a potential of over 35 GW of off-
shore wind energy, supported by
strong andconsistent wind speeds.
“Through the National Institute
of Wind Energy (NTWE) and the
India-Denmark Green Strategic
Partnership, we are preparing for
India’s first offshore wind project
off the TamilNadu coast,” he said.
Sivasankar further noted that the
recently-announced Green Tran-

Wind energy generation in State
expected to increase in 2025-26

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

Capacity utilisation of
windmills installed in Ta-
mil Nadu is expected to be
29.6% in the financial year
2025-26, which is the high-
est since 2018-19.

‘Wind energy generation
in 2025-26 is projected to
be 10,104 million units as
against 7,407 million units
last fiscal. It was high at

that Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Kar- 9,132 million units in 2017-
nataka’ and Maharashtra h.ave 18.The generation is cer-
been at the forefront of India’s tainly better than last year,

said A.D. Thirumoorthy,
chief technical adviser of
the Indian Wind Power
Association.

According to the Tamil
Nadu Electricity Consum-
ers’ Association, on Sep-
tember 28, the wind ener-
gy evacuated in the State
was 87.6 million units,

which was slightly low.
sition Alliance (India-Denmark, ‘Wind energy evacuation
2025) will strengthen cooperation had decreased slightly,
in offshore wind, energy storage, probably due to the curtail-
and industrial decarbonisation.

Pointing out that Tamil Nadu's
legacy inrenewable energy is both
deep and dynamic, Sivasankar
noted that the state is ranked
fourth nationally in total installed
renewable capacity, with over
25,500 MW from renewable sourc-
es, In the wind energy segment,
TN stands second nationally, with
an impressive 11,500 MW of in-
stalled capacity.

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 October 2025, p. 1 and 9

ment of generation report-
ed in several areas. The

Source: The Hindu, 04 October 2025, p. 6

Power surge: According to forecast data available, the energy
generation may see a dip till October 8 and pick up after that.

energy generation forecast
was 87.74 million units
while the actual evacua-
tion was 87.6 million units.

With more than 10,000
MW of installed wind ener-
gy capacity in the State,
wind energy generation
this year has seen signifi-
cant improvement.

The State sees high wind
energy generation bet-
ween May and October ev-
ery year, industry sources
said.

According to forecast
data available, the genera-
tion may see a dip till Oc-
tober 8 and pick up after
that.

The Association said de-
mand for energy was also
seeing an uptick, giving
hope for better evacuation.
On September 28, the de-
mand met improved and
was at 366.95 MUs, in spite
of partly cloudy weather
and scattered heavy rain at
many places.

16 TN reservoirs on red alert as storage nears full capacity

S GURUVANMIKANATHAK

@ (heanai

THOUGH the northeast mon-
spon has only just begun, al-
beit with heavy rainfall across
many places, major reservoirs
in the state are already brim-
ming with water: As many as
16 have been placed under the
“red alert” category, with stor-
age levels hovering between
95% and 100% of their full ca-
pacity. Officials attribute the
high storage to unseasonal
rainfall prior to the onset of
the monsoon and the state re
ceiving nearly double the ex-
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The Stanley Reservoir in Met-
tur; Tamil Nadu's largest, has
already reached full capacity
The overall storage is signifi-
cantly higher than the same
period last year, when the res-
ervoirs held 143.804 tmefl - just
64,11% of total capacity.

“Steady rainfall over the
past few days has increased
inflows into major reservoirs.
Sixteen, including Mettur, TN
Sholayar, and Aliyar, are un-
der red alert as their storage
has crossed 9% of the capac-
ity. Three others are on orange
alert, with levels between 90%
and 85%," a senjor WRD offi-
cial told TNIE,

The official cautioned resi-
dents along riverbanks and
low-lying areas to stay vigi-
lant, as reservoir discharge
may rise if inflows continue,
The department is closely
monitoring rainfall patterns
and inflow data to ensure
proper regulation of water
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levels. Cauvery inflow has
been particularly strong this
year. “Karnataka was re-
quired to release 133.576 tmeft
to Tamil Nadu till October 16,
but we've received 260,159 tm-
cft — an excess of 126.583 tm-
cft,” said another official.

Thanks to this steady in-
flow, the Mettur dam in Salem,
one of the main sources of
drinking and irrigation, has
touched full capacity seven
times this year. The dam’s cur
rent storage stands much
higher than last year’s 62,140
million cubic feet (meft),
against the dam’s capacity of
93.470 meft,

Officials expressed confi-
dence that with current levels,
the state's summer drinking
water and irrigation needs
can be comfortably met. If the
monsoon continues at the
same pace, the state could wit-
ness one of its best water
years in recent times.




‘State to come up
with Maritime and
Shipbuilding Policy’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

A comprehensive Mari-
time and Shipbuilding Pol-
icy is being formalised -
one that will incentivise
new shipyards, attract glo-
bal players, and enable
equity partnerships bet-
ween the State and private
industry, Industries Minis-
ter T.R.B. Rajaa said on
Wednesday.

Addressing the media
on the sidelines of the In-
dia Maritime Week 2025 in
Mumbai, he said there will
be a boom in the blue eco-
nomy of Tamil Nadu in the
near future. “Tamil Nadu
is charting a new course,
turning its 1,000-km coas-
tline into a corridor of im-
mense blue economy op-
portunities,” the Minister
said.

“Tamil Nadu has set its
sights on two sectors now
— life sciences and ship-
building. We want to give a
big thrust to both sectors.
We are also coming up
with a maritime [and ship-
building] policy. We are in
talks with senior officials
in New Delhi. We are
working in tandem with
the Government of India,”
he said.

“Some of these sectors
need something like via-
bility gap funding (VGF).
Most of the incentives to-
day are packaged as semi-
VGF. What the Govern-

oe

Tamil Nadu is charting a
new course, turning its
1,000O-km coastline into a
corridor of immense
blue economy
opportunities

T.R.B. RAJAA
Industries Minister

ment of Tamil Nadu does
is understand what the re-
quirement from industry
is, and then adjust the pol-
icy accordingly to enable
better and faster growth,”
Mr. Rajaa said.

Speaking at a session on
‘Tamil Nadu’s Next-Gen
Maritime Industries: Ship-
building, Clean Energy &
Industrial Manufacturing’,
Industries Secretary V.
Arun Roy said Tamil Nadu
wants to be not only a ma-
nufacturing powerhouse,
but also an economy that
offers world-class manu-
facturing services, R&D
and IT services.

Two Memoranda of Un-
derstanding (MoUs) worth
30,000 crore had already
been signed by the Tamil
Nadu government with
Cochin Shipyard Ltd and
Mazagon Dock Shipbuil-
ders Ltd (MDL), he said.

A slew of MoUs were
signed by Chennai Port
Trust, Kamarajar Port Li-
mited, and V.O. Chidam-
baranar Port Authority.

Source: The Hindu, 30 October 2025, p. 8

‘CM to address gram
sabhas virtually on
October 11 through
Tanfinet network’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan on Thursday said
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
will address the grama sab-
ha meetings on October 11
through the BharatNet-Ta-
mil Nadu Fibrenet Corpo-
ration Ltd (Tanfinet) back-
bone covering about
10,000 villages and this
will be the first State-wide
connectivity test for the
network.

Slow progress

The BharatNet project is
currently implemented by
Tanfinet with the Union go-
vernment’s support and
the project envisages to
connect 12,525 gram pan-
chayats of the State
through Optical Fiber Ca-
ble (OFC) network, he said
at a media interaction in
Chennai.

“The implementation of
the project has been divid-
ed geographically into four
packages (A,B,C & D).
While the packages A, B
and C have been complet-
ed, the package D has been
slow due to delays by
partner ITI Ltd., a public
sector undertaking,” Mr.
Thiaga Rajan said.

So far 11,800 villages
have been covered under
the project, he said. “For
10,000 villages the entire
network has been complet-
ed, and the Chief Minister
would be addressing the
grama sabha meeting on
Saturday with the network
backbone. Two-way com-
munication has been ena-
bled in some villages,” Mr.
Thiaga Rajan said. He also

said he met Union Minister
for Communications Jyoti-
raditya M. Scindia and put
forth a few requests, in-
cluding release of pending
funds to the tune of T600
crore under the project,
and for ITI to speed up
work.

Last-mile connectivity
Mr. Thiaga Rajan also
pointed out the State go-
vernment had accorded
approval for the Last-Mile
Connectivity Project (fibre
to home) at an outlay of
%184 crore under franchi-
see model. However, he
said there were not many
takers in a few places.
“Now we have decided to
be partners and choose
two franchisees in each
district to cover the villages
and there will be 50% reve-
nue share. We are planning
to offer %199 monthly
plans, offering 10
mbps-200 mbps speed,” he
said. We have also sought
funding support from the
Centre, he added.

R&D collaboration
Tamil Nadu Technology
(iTNT) Hub, in the pre-
sence of Mr. Thiaga Rajan,
signed a Letter of Intent
(LoI) with The University
of Melbourne on Thursday
to enable deeper connec-
tions between the Tamil
Nadu and the University in-
novation systems. The Lol
will facilitate the establish-
ment of long-term collabo-
ration in the innovation
ecosystem, supporting re-
searchers, students, start-
ups, innovators, compa-
nies and investors, to
create a holistic ecosystem
for innovation between
Australia and India.

Source: The Hindu, 10 October 2025, p. 6
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PWD readies 2,388-crore plan to
revive 167-km Buckingham Canal

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE public works department
(PWD) has drawn up a prelimi-
nary estimate of ¥2388 croreto
restore the Buckingham Canal,
stretching 167km from
Pazhaverkadu in Tiruvallur
district to Marakkanam in
Villupuram.

The proposal includes desilt-
ing and dredging of the canalto
a depth of 1.50m to 3m, for the
length of 167km and an average
width of 40m. Officials also
said the government has re-
quested an additional 20 crore
from the central gover nment to
fund a detailed project report
{DPR) for the canal’s revival.

The move follows Industries
Minister T R B Rajaa’s appeal
to Union Shipping Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal during
Indian Maritime University’s
convocation event last week, to
clear Tamil Nadu’s proposal for
the inland waterway. Reviving
the canal is seen as key to eas-
ing congestion, spurring local
commerce and bolstering cli-
mate-adaptation measures
along the coast.

This comes as Chennai is ex-
ploring the possibility of a wa-
ter metrosystem, drawing inspi-
ration from Kochi's pioneering
model, as part of abroader push
to diversify urban transport op-
tions and help boost the city's
tourism ecredentials. The Chen-
nai Unified Metropolitan Trans-
port Authority (CUMTA) had
recommended a water-based

FACTFILE

B The Buckingham Canal is
tategorised as north, central and
south, running for alength of
157.69km

B The stretch between Pulicat
Lake toCooumn River Confluence
Point, around 58km, is classifiedas
North Buckingham Canal

B The 7.2-km stretch between the
confluence of Cooum River and
confluence of Adyar Riveris Central
Buckingham Canal

B The stretch between Adyar River
and Marakannam, around 102km,
is classified as South Buckingham
Canal

B The storm water drains of
the Greater Chennai Corporation
discharge the runoff in Central
Buckingham Canal

transit corridor connecting East
Coast Road with Napier Bridge,
part of the city’s Comprehen-

Source: The New Indian Express, 01 October 2025, p. 7

FILE PIC
»— =g

sive Mobility Plan, which out-
lineslong-term solutions to ease
congestion and shift commuters
towards low-emission alterna-
tives. The visionis tocreate a 53
km stretch running through
Chennai’s waterwaysthat could
eventually host electric or hy-
brid ferries.

Sources indicated that the
National Waterway proposal
from TN, part of a country-
wide initiative to improve its
inland water transport net-
work, include Mahabalipuram
to Yediyur Bridge, Cooum Riv-
er near Marina Beach, and Pu-
licat Lake and Ennore Port to
ETPS. The Buckingham Canal
had been a component of the
National Waterway 4, but
chronic pollution, encroach-
ment and shallow channels
have stymied progress. Ship-
ping secretary T K Ramachan-
dran, speaking to reporters at
the Indian Maritime Universi-
ty’s convocation event, had also
acknowledged the hurdles but
said they could be resolved.
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How Chennai Port’s infrastructure drive is reshaping regional trade

S VISWANATHAN

NDIAN ports today are not

just gateways for cargo -

they are development an-

chors, driving regional

growth, empowering in-

dustries, generating em-
plovment, and shaping the na-
tion's destiny. This transformative
role is rooted in India’s maritime
heritage. During the Chola era,
ports like Nagapattinam and
Kaveripattinam were thriving
centres of trade and culture, link-
ing India with Southeast Asia and
spreading language, art, and cul-
ture across the seas.

Chennai Port carried forward
this legacy What began in 1639
with the establishment of Fort St
George as a modest trading out-
post evolved into a man-made all-
weather harbour by 1881, when the
construction of protective break-
waters transformed the storm-bat-
tered coast of Madras into a safe
and reliable maritime gateway
Over the decades, strategic expan-
sions such as the Jawahar Dock for
bulk cargo, the Bharathi Dock for
crude oil handling, and the com-
missioning of India’s first contain-
er terminal in 1983 have turned
Chennai Port into a key driver of
regional commerce and industrial
growth, anchoring South India’s
trade and logistics ecosystem.

Now entering its 144th year,
Chennai Port is chartinga new

era of growth through five strate-
gic verticals — Port Modernisa-
tion, Connectivity Enhancement,
Sustainability, Coastal Commu-
nity Development, and Global
Trade Linkages.

Ports today are no longer just
berthing points for ships - they are
integrated logistics ecosystems.
India has already made great
progress — logistics costs, once
around 14% of GDP, have dropped
to 7.97%, asper the DPIIT-NCAER
2025 report — a testament to our
improving efficiency

Chennai Port is leading this
transformation through key con-
nectivity projects. The 20.93 km
Chennai Port-Maduravoyal ele-
vated corridor, with separate
tiers for port-bound and city traf-
fic, will providea signal-free link
to national highways by 2028, re-
ducing congestion and cutting
transit times. Complementing it,
India’s first operational green-
field Multi-modal Logistics Park
coming at Mappedu by 2026 will

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 October 2025, p. 7

Chennai’s 3rd master plan blends
housing, transport, environment

have warehousing, cold-chain,
and container handling facili-
ties, enabling seamless intermo-
dal connectivity.

Under the Port Modernisation
vertical, warehouses are being de-
veloped for sensitive cargo like
cold-rolled steel coils, alongside
open paved vards for project car-
go such as wind turbine blades.

The Cruise Terminal is being
upgraded to promote tourism. The
buffer parking yard has reduced
trailer transit times by eliminat-
ingcongestionalong EMRIP Road.
An indigenous Vessel Traffic
Management System, developed
with NTCPWC, IIT Madras, is im-
proving navigation safety. Since
2023, Chennai Port has also
emerged as a bunkering hub on
the east coast, with a dedicated
berth supporting cleaner marine
fuels. Under its Sustainability ver-
tical, Chennai Port is advancing
green initiatives in line with the

Harit Sagar Guidelines, includ-
ing a 500 kW rooftop solar plant
and an additional 2 MW rooftop so-
lar project under implementation.
Shore power supply has been in-
troduced for naval vessels and port
crafts, reducing emissions during
berthing. Chennai Port is modern-
ising the fishing harbour with an
investment of ¥116 crore with up-
graded landing facilities, ship lift-
ing facility, and hygienic auction
halls to empower fishermen and
Chennai's blue economy

Beyond its coastline, the Chen-
nai-Vladivostok Eastern Maritime
Corridor is set to redefine India’s
trade connectivity, offering a route
that is 45% shorter than the Mum-
bai-Saint Petersburg link and re-
ducing transit time by up to 16
days. By linking India’s east coast
with Russia’s far East, the corri-
dor expands Chennai Port’s global
trade reach and anchors India’s
presence in the Indo-Pacific vision
of shared growth.

Implementing such large-scale
transfor mation requires collabo-
ration between governments, in-
dustry, academia, and global part-
ners. The India Maritime Week to
be held from October 27-31 at
NESCO, Mumbai embodies this
spirit. With participation from
over 100 countries and investment
commitments worth nearly 10
lakh crore, IMW will catalyse part-
nerships that accelerate Chennai
Port's modernisation journey.

As India sails towards Mari-
time Vision 2047, Chennai Port
stands as a symbol of continuity
Muchlike the tides it commands,
its story flows from the pastto the
future carrying forward the prom-
ise of trade, prosperity, and
progress for South India and
beyond.

(The author is an IAS officer
Deputy Chairperson of Chennai
Port Authority and Managing
Director of Maritime India
Foundation)

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chennai’s third
master plan was developed
by integrating more than 25
studies focusing on econo-
mic development, urban ho-
using, transportation, envi-
ronmental  sustainability,
and technology, said AIIMS
additional director Anshul
Mishra, who was earlier
CMDA member-secretary.
At the inauguration of
the first international confe-
rence, Tamil Nadu Land Use
2025, organised by state plan-
ning commission, Mishrasa-
id the master plans should go
beyond mere land use. They
must integrate an economic
plan, map industrial clusters
and labour catchments. The
plan must accommodate
transit-oriented develop-
ment for jobs and housing

“ It is not urban-

isation that leads to
environmental degra-
dation. It is the lack of
proper planning in
urbanisation and urban
sprawl that harms it

ANSHUL MISHRA
AlIMS additional director

along metro, road, and sub-
urban corridors to reduce
travel time and carbon emis-
sions, he said. The blue-gre-
enassetsshould be identified
and mapped in the master
plan. “It is not urbanisation
that leads to environmental
degradation. It is the lack of
proper planning inurbanisa-
tion and urban sprawl that
harmsit,” he said.

Source: The Times of India, 07 October 2025, p. 4
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He said the commute ti-
me in Chennai Metropolitan
Area, with a population of
115 crore, has increased by
12% since 2019, while the pub-
lic transport share remains
lessthan 30%.

Citing how integrated de-
velopment along the bus ra-
pid transit system in Ahmed-
abad and metro corridors in
Pune reduced the per-capita
energy demand by 22% and
reduced CHG emissions by
26%, he said the floor space
index (FSI) for industries
should be rationalised to in-
crease output per hectare
andreduce urban sprawl.

State industries minister
T R B Rajaa, who inaugura-
ted the two-day conference,
said that govt aims to make
the state aresearch and deve-
lopment hub of the country
inabigger way.

Connectivity projects

Chennai Port is leading this
transformation through key
connectivity projects. The
20.93 km Chennal Port-
Maduravoyal elevated
corridor, with separate tiers
for port-bound and city
traffic, will provide a signal-
free link to national highways
by 2028, reducing congestion
and cutting transit times.
Complementing it, India's
first operational greenfield
Multi-modal Logistics Park
coming up at Mappedu by
2026



TNERC approves 64.75 MW solar-wind project

LRDLE OF THE GREEN ENERGY CORPORATION |
X :

® Preparation of
bid documents and
floating of tender

of techno-

@ Collection of bid

security (earnest obtaining TNERC & Sieniing of tower sale Afreerart
money deposit) approval [FSE{' ,r,ﬁh tll:e TNPDCL %

® Providing @ Acting as an | @ Supervision of project
land to the intermediary, execution, monitoring
developer, procuring timelines and standards

ona
lease basis

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Electricity
Regulatory Commission
{(TNERC) has approved a pro-
posal from the Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corporation
Limited (TNGEC) to invite
tenders for setting up a 64.75
MW grid-connected solar and
wind power project with Bat-
tery Energy Storage System
(BESS).

The project will be devel-

@ Evaluation
commercial bids

and finalisation of = ® Signing of power purchase agreement
tender, including

Signing of power

\‘i @ |ssuance of Letter of Award (LoA) to

the successful bidder

(PPA) with the dg'gelnper

power from the
- developer, and
ensuring timely
payment as per
PPA tariff

o Certifying

monitoring the

' ROLEOF
THE POWER
DISTRIBUTION
CORPORATION
Pay to
THGECL
asper
PSA

sale agreement
(PSA) with
THGECL

oped in Karur, Tiruvarur
(each 15 MW) and the rest will
come up at Thoothukudi, Ma-
durai, and Kannivakumari
districts on a build-own-oper-
ate (BOO) basis as combined
power plants. The selection of
the developer will be done
through a tarvitt-based compet-
itive bidding process.

According to a TNERC or-
der, the project will have a con-
tract period of 25 years.

The initiative is part of the
state’s efforts to increase re-

Source: The New Indian Express, 20 October 2025, p. 2

commissioning and

performance of the project

PEAK DEMAND e
[PROJECTION (INMW) | ucCeril

203233 -3
2031-32 -30,567
1030-31 - 29,027

2029-30 - 27,541
2026-29- 26,046 |
2027-28 - 24,680 | !
2026-27 - 23,314
.

newable energy generation
and ensure better grid stabili-
ty with the help of advanced
storage technology, a senior
official told TNIE.

The official further said,
“Karur collector M Thangavel
granted ‘enter upon permis-
sion’ on August 18, 2022, for
53.72 acres of government po-
ramboke land in K Pitcham-
patti village. Similarly, the
Tiruvarur collector V Moha-
nachandran gave permission
on April 26, 2022, for 499 acres
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203-35-35,507 Athoritys
2033-34- 33,805 ‘ adequacy
T = plan

of government punjai tharisu
(barren land) land in Korukkai
village of Thiruthuraipoondi.”
On the identified lands, solar
power plants with a total ca-
pacity of about 30 MW (15 MW
each at both locations) can be
set up. “We have also identi-
fied lands in the remaining
districts,” the official added.

According to officials, the
upcoming solar and wind en-
ergy plant will play a key role
during peak hours in the
future.



Over 4,800 irrigation tanks in the
State have more than 75% storage

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Over 2,200 irrigation
tanks in the State have
seen their storage surpass
75% of their capacity in
the last two weeks.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, the total number of
tanks where storage ex-
ceeded 75% was 4,888. As
on October 15, the total
number of tanks with over
75% storage was 2,622.

Of the 2,528 tanks that
have reached 100% stor-
age, 434 are in Kanniyaku-
mari district, 305 in Tiru-
vannamalai, 265 in
Ranipet, 246 in Madurai,
188 in Thanjavur, and 156
in Villupuram.

Highest rise
In the last two weeks, the
highest rise in the number
of such tanks was record-
ed by Tiruvannamalai, at
154, followed by Villupu-
ram (150) and Madurai
(125).

Chennai’s neighbouring

Filling up fast

Alook at the storage position of irrigation tanks and

reservoirs in the State

Irrigation tanks (Total: 14,141) Storage at 90 reservoirs*
Storage Ason Ason Storage No. of
position Oct.15 | Oct.29 position reservoirs
100% 1,166 2,528 100% 11
76% to 99% 1,456 2,360 76% to 99% 25
51% to 75% 1,910 2,402 51% to 75% 21
26% to 50% 3,314 2,902 25% to 50% 16

1% to 25% 4,145 3,633 Below 25% 17

Nil 2,150 316 * As on October 29

districts of Chengalpattu
and Kancheepuram re-
corded full storage in 57
and 70 tanks, respectively.

As regards 2,360 tanks
whose storage was in the
range of 76% to 99%, Kan-

Source: The Hindu, 30 October 2025, p. 8

Source: Water Resources
Department

FILE PHOTO: N. RAJESH

niyakumari had 796 such
tanks; Thanjavur - 264;
Madurai - 218, Pudukottai
- 164 and Tenkasi - 106.
Madurai, with 187 more
tanks having the storage of
76% to 99%, topped the
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districts with the highest
rise in the number of
tanks under this category.
It was followed by Kanni-
yakumari (170) and Than-
javur (96).

Groundwater table

With the monsoon expect-
ed to yield a higher quan-
tum of rainfall this year,
many more tanks may
reach full storage in the
coming weeks. When the
storage of the tanks goes
up, it naturally leads to a
better groundwater table.
Besides, farmers, who are
enjoying free power sup-
ply, would draw less
groundwater.

As for the 90 major re-
servoirs being monitored
by the Water Resources
Department, the com-
bined storage was about
200 thousand million cub-
ic feet (tmcft) — about 89%
of their capacity. Of them,
11 reservoirs had reached
full capacity, while 25
were in the range of 75% to
99%.



Foxconntoinvest 15kcr
INTN, create 14k engg jobs

State govt promises full support through facilitation mechanisms

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Chennai

IN a boost to Tamil Nadu's elec-
tronics and advanced manufac-
turing, Foxconn on Monday an-
nounced 15,000 crore
investment. The company said
this will generate 14,000 engi-
neering jobs in the state.

The announcement followed a
meeting between Chief Minis-
ter M K Stalin and Robert Wu,
Foxconn's India representative
and senior global executive, in
Chennai. Industries minister T
R B Rajaa and senior officials
were also present. Foxconn will
set up country’s first “Foxconn
Desk” at Guidance Tamil Nadu.
The dedicated desk will func-
tion as a single-window mecha-
nism to fast-track clearances,
facilitate investments and coor-
dinate on large projects, the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Welcoming the investment,
Stalin said the state will pro-
vide full support through its
facilitation mechanisms and
talent development pro-
grammes. On social media, he
said: “This is the Dravidian
Model in action. Thank vou
Hon Hai Foxconn for choosing
Tamil Nadu and shaping future
with us. This marks another
milestone in our journey to
make Tamil Nadu manufactur-
ing and innovation hub of
South Asia.” Wu said Foxconn

Foxconn India chief Robert Wu called on CM MK Stalin at secretariat in Chennai

NMANTIEACTT] AT IQ The move Siiﬂ'lﬂii ﬂi’ﬂtﬂﬁl‘.
MANUFACTURING PUSH [t
Foxconnto setup  Dedicated desk will functionasa  from being a

country's first single-window mechanism to manufacturing base ta
“Foxconn Desk™ fast-track clearances, faclitate integrated hub for value-
at Guidance investments and coordinate on added production, R&D and
Tamil Nadu large projects, says govt tech-driven operations

was deepening its partnership
with TN, citing strong policy
support, infrastructure readi-
ness and abundant skilled tal-
ent pool. The state, he added,
was central to Foxconn's next
phase of growth in India — in-
cluding advanced manufactur-
ing, battery technologies and
Al-led production systems.
The move signals a strategic
shift for Foxconn in TN —from
being a manufacturing base to
an integrated hub for value-
added production, R&D and
technology-driven operations.
It reinforces the state’s ambi-
tion to position itself as a global
centre for electronics and engi-

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 October 2025, p. 14

neering innovation.

Rajaa said Foxconn's expan-
sion would bring value-added
manufacturing, R&D integra-
tion and Al-enabled advanced
tech operations to the state.
“Firstever Foxconn Desk in In-
dia will ensure seamless facili-
tation and mission-mode execu-
tion,” he said. In October 2024,
the state cabinet cleared a
13,180 crore proposal from
Yuzhan Technology, part of the
Foxconn Group, to manufac-
ture mobile phones in
Kancheepuram. The company
acquired 500,000 sq ft at ESR
Oragadam Industrial and Lo-
gistics Park for the project.
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TN to appoint
2,708 assistant
professors in
govt colleges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

HIGHER Education Minister
(Govi Chezhiaan on Tuesday an-
nounced that 2,708 assistant
professors will be recruited
through the Teachers Recruit-
ment Board (TRB) for govern-
ment arts and science colleges
across the state. The move aims
to bridge the long-standing fac-
ulty gap in many degree colleg-
es, especially in rural areas.
Over the vears, a significant
number of sanctioned posts in
covernment colleges have re-
mained vacant.

As per reports, more than
3,000 assistant professor posi-
tions remain unfilled across the
state despite earlier recruit-
ment plans. In 2024, the TRB had
notified recruitment for 4,000
assistant professor posts, but
the process was stalled due to
technical issues and litigations.
The minister emphasised that
filling 2,708 posts is the first
phase of a broader effort to
strengthen higher education.
Officials expect the process will
improve student-faculty ratios
in colleges. Reacting to the an-
nouncement, PMEK leader Anbu-
mani Ramadoss urged the gov-
ernment to ensure timely
completion and transparency in
the recruitment.

Source: The New Indian Express, 08 October 2025, p. 2

o st s IMaRs,
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WELCOME TO THE LAUNCH OF

GenRisemnu=a TN Skills Vetri Nichayam

Oen] ”/Ee_n_

TNSDC launches GenRise to
upskill and empower youth

The Tamil Nadu Skill Development Corporation
(TNSDC), under the Tamil Nadu government’s
Vetri Nichayam project, announced the launch of
GenRise, a partnership with Generation India
Foundation that will upskill and empower
35,000 young people by March 2028. “With
GenRise, we are taking a bold step forward in
ensuring that young people from every corner of
our State get the chance to rise, succeed, and
contribute meaningfully to our growing
economy,” said Deputy Chief Minister,
Udhayanidhi Stalin. Kranthi Kumar Pati,
Managing Director, TNSDC, said, “Through
GenRise, we are introducing innovative training
models and advanced monitoring systems.”
Source: The Hindu, 08 October 2025, p. 4
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Hitachi Energy’s next phase in Chennai
at 12,000 crore to provide 3,000 jobs

In a social media post, Chief Minister Stalin says Fortune 500 giants were not just investing in T.N,, they were reinvesting and expanding;

Industries Minister T.R.B. Rajaa says that the CM met with Hitachi Energy’s leadership to finalise their next phase of expansion

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed
between the Tamil Na-
du government and Hitachi
Energy to expand the latter’s

Global Technology and Inno-

vation Centre in Chennai with
an investment of 32,000
crore.

The MoU signed in the pre-
sence of Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin in the Secre-
tariat is expected to generate
jobs for about 3,000
professionals.

In a social media post, Mr.
Stalin said Fortune 500 giants
were not just investing in Ta-
mil Nadu, they were reinvest-

Investment drive: A memorandum of understanding was signed between Hitachi Energy and the Tamil Nadu

d g

government in the presence of Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at the Secretariat in Chennai on Wednesday.

ing and expanding. “Each
reinvestment shows Tamil Na-
du is India’s industrial leader
and a trusted global partner
for innovation and growth.”

Source: The Hindu, 16 October 2025, p. 5

Industries Minister T.R.B.
Rajaa said that the Chief Mi-
nister on Wednesday met
with Hitachi Energy’s leader-
ship to finalise their next

phase of expansion in the
State - “a proposed invest-
ment of up to ¥2,000 crore
which will create up to 3,000
new jobs - and these are all

Ehime Nissan to train TN
technicians for jobs in Japan

C SHIVAKUMAR @cChennai

EHIME Nissan is set to establish
an automotive technician train-
ing school in the state in partner-
ship with Guidance Tamil Nadu,
creating a new pathway for In-
dian workers to secure overseas
employvment, Industries Minis-
ter TRB Rajaa said.

The programme will train
around 100 participants over
three vears, combining technical
instruction with Japanese lan-
ouagelessons. Two trainers from
Ehime Nissan will oversee the
training, aimed at strengthening
local skills and supporting Tamil
Nadu's ambition to become aglo-
bal hub for automotive manufac-

turing. The initiative follows a
visit by aTamil Nadu delegation
to Ehime Nissan's training cen-
tre in Matsuyvama, Japan, inJuly
2025, when the mimister mvited
the company to explore skill-de-
velopment opportunities in the
state. A follow-up visit by the
Japanese team to Chennai in Aun-
gust included inspections of po-
tential training sites, such as
Central Polytechnic College and
ITI Guindy, and meetings with
faculty, students and officials
from TN Skill Development Cor-
poration and Guidance TM.
Local instructors in TN will
lead the training, supported re-
motely by Japanese trainers
through online modules.

high-value, high-paying, and
hi-tech jobs.” Their Global
Technology and Innovation
Centre in Chennai was alrea-
dy their largest global hub
with around 3,000 engineers
driving 1,000+ projects across
46 countries, and in just two
years they are already ex-
panding, the Minister said.

“This highlights the mas-
sive talent availability in Tamil
Nadu. Every reinvestment
and expansion is a testament
to Tamil Nadu’s unmatched
talent and pro-business envi-
ronment,” he said.

Chief Secretary N. Muruga-
nandam, Hitachi CEO An-
dreas Schierenbeck, Hitachi
India MD Venu Nuguri were
also present.

Source: The New Indian Express,

09 October 2025, p. 9
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Proposed Al centre in Kovai
may create L00Os of jobs: PTR

Times NEws NETWORK

Coimbatore: Tamil Nadu
govt has earmarked 18 acres
of land in Coimbatore to es-
tablish an artificial intelli-
gence (AI) centre of excel-
lence through a public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP),
which isexpected to generate
“tens of thousands of jobs”,
minister for information
technology and digital ser-
vices Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
said on Friday. He said a GO
for the model was passed last
week.

by Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) on “Transfor-
mation into the Next Era of
Intelligence”, the CII-ICT Al
Academy waslaunched.

“When routine tasks are
automated, many low-level
jobsareeliminated, butthose
who can monitor and man-
age machines gain in value
and compensation. On the
other hand, when complex
jobs are automated, it lowers
the skill barrier for entry but
reduces wages,” the minister
said.

“If it can be automated, it
will be automated. The real

Ataconferenceorganized

Source: The Times of India, 18 October 2025, p. 6

Rozgar Mela ofters Central
govt. jobs to 116 candidates

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A total of 116 candidates re-
ceived their appointment
letters for jobs in various
Central government de-
partments at the 17%
tranche of Rozgar Mela
(employment fair) organ-
ised by the Department of
Posts in the city on Friday.

The new recruits will
join various departments,
including the Department
of Posts, Central Board of
Direct Taxes, Department
of Financial Services, and
the Ministry of Railways.

G. Natarajan, Postmas-
ter General, Chennai City
Region, said the recruit-
ment drive was a flagship
programme launched in
October 2022 to provide 10
lakh youngsters with jobs
in Central government de-
partments.

In Tamil Nadu, nearly
334 candidates received
offer letters in similar
events organised by the
Postal Department at Tiru-
chi, Coimbatore and Madu-

NWUaimees o ===
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Recruitment drive: G. Natarajan, Postmaster General, Chennai
City Region, distributing appointment orders on Friday. R. RAGU

rai on Friday. In the Chen-
nai city region, 24
candidates were recruited
for posts such as assistant
branch postmaster and
postal assistant, he said.
Azarudeen A., a B.Tech
graduate from Vriddhacha-
lam, who received an offer
for the post of social secur-
ity assistant in the Employ-
ment Provident Fund Or-
ganisation,  Tambaram,
said he would continue
preparing for Staff Selec-
tion Commission exams.
“There is limited aware-
ness about Central govern-
ment job opportunities
and exams in the State.”

Source: The Hindu, 25 October 2025, p. 5

Bharathi A., from Tirut-
tani, was one of the new re-
cruits in the Department of
Posts. “I had applied for a
job in the department ear-
lier this year and got ap-
pointed as assistant branch
postmaster in Pudur, Arcot
taluk. T will continue to
take departmental exams.”

Addressing candidates
via video conferencing,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the
launch of the Pratibha Setu
portal to harness the talent
of those who reached the
final stage of Union Public
Service Commission exams
but were not selected.

question is what is a respon-
sible and ethical way to auto-
mate, and how much deci-
sion-making power we are
willing to give to machines,”
he said. PTR said govt was
creating a large, privacy-pro-
tected database to enhance
governance and citizen ser-
vices. “Once data is validat-
ed, it willbemadeavailableto
startups to train their mod-
els,” hesaid.

Later,theminister attend-
ed the inauguration of the
performance car section at
GEDEE Car Museum in
Coimbatore.
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‘Tamil Nadu boasts a high female labour force participation rate but
women’s representation in the transportation sector remains low

Time to empower
women on the road

Alagappan Ramanathan, Vincent A,
Vijay Gnanaprasad

t 47%, female labour force

participation rate (FLFPR)

in Tamil Nadu is substan-

tially higher than the na-

ional average of 32.5%,

according to the periodic labour force

survey (PLFS) 2024. In rural areas,

FLFPR is even higher at 58.5%, mostly

driven by agriculture and related ac-

tivities, while in the urban areas, it is

33.6%, contributed by the manufactur-
ing sector.

The numbers can be attributed to
several factors, such as better access
to schools, higher education institu-
tions and increased female gross en-
rollment ratio (GER) in the institu-
tions. Public policies and programmes
such as the ‘moovalur ramamirtham
ammaiyar ninaivu puthumai penn
thittam’ where all girl students in
classes VI to XII in govt schools get a
stipend of Rs.1,000 per month for pur-
suing higher education; thozhi hostels
aimed at addressing the accommoda-
tion needs of working women; ‘maha-
lir vidiyal payanam’ where free tickets
are issued to women travelling
in public buses; all serve as
impetus for women to partici-
pate in labour force.

Tamil Nadu is the most ur-
banized state in the country,
with 48.45% of the population
living in urban areas, and
a density of 3521 persons
per sq km in urban areas,
as per the 2011 census. The
transportation sector in
major cities of the state has scope for
increased women’s labour participa-
tion and a safe, inclusive, and acces-
sible space for the women workforce.

However, presently in Tamil Nadu,
only 5.56% of women workers repre-
sent the transportation and storage
section, cites PLFS, 2023-24.

Some of the challenges include
safety in public transport, lack of toi-
lets in transit routes and stations, and
inadequate surveillance and other
safeguard mechanisms. Improving
safety in segments around transporta-
tion will improve female labour force
participation not only in the mobility
sector, but in all other sectors. Women
involved in the tertiary sector of the
transportation industry are often part
of the unorganised sector, such as auto
drivers, cab drivers, and food delivery
workers, among others.

Research shows that at least one-
third of this workforce in Chennai fit
the academic definition of single moth-
ers. Given the context, there is enor-
mous scope to improve the lives of
women involved in these jobs.

It is time to roll out opportunities
such as providing women-only pickup
points for women auto drivers in major
metro stations, railway terminals and
bus stands across the state. A dedi-

INCLUSIVE

PARTICIPATION

cated space for women cab drivers in
the airports may also guarantee a
level playing field. The govt of Tamil
Nadu had set up lounges to support gig
workers. Such lounges with basic
amenities may be created for women
to feel safe and comfortable.

Self-help groups (SHGs) and coop-
erative societies can be promoted to
manage facilities in lounges. These
groups may also be encouraged to
tackle issues that women drivers may
face in the parking facilities as well.

The best practices followed in dif-
ferent countries such as policy level
changes, uplifting the restrictions that
hinder women entering the transport
sector, mechanisms to skill and upskill
women, an enabling environ-
ment for women to receive
driving licences at ease, flex-
ible work hours, introducing
clean and safe restrooms,
improving care economy and
comprehensive parental
leaves may be adopted to
improve the female work-
force in the transport sec-
tor in Tamil Nadu.

Countries such as
Azerbaijan propose to remove about
700 legal job restrictions, which will
encourage women to take up jobs as
bus drivers. For example, there were
restrictions on women working as driv-
ers of buses with more than 14 seats

women in transport — EU platform for
change has been initiated to attract,
recruit and retain women in the trans-
port sector.

Importantly, the benefits that are
tied to one job profile under ESI, labour
welfare fund, etc., may be transferred
while women take up jobs related to
transportation and mobility. This will
encourage many women to choose the
mobility sector as one of the options.

Tamil Nadu has always been a pio-
neering state in the country in address-
ing social and economic issues ranging
from self-respect, affirmative action,
secularism, federalism, and democ-
racy. Let us continue with the same
spirit to tackle these new and evolving
challenges as well.

Alagappan Ramanathan, Develop-
ment Goals Specialist (DGS), Sustain-
able Transport and Mobility and
Vincent A, Research Associate (RA),
Sustainable Development Goals Coor-
dination Centre (SDCCC), Tamil Nadu-
UNDP

Vijay Gnanaprasad, Community
Organiser

Email your feedback with
name and address to southpole.
toi@timesofindia.com

File photo

in urban areas. Asking women who /7
y

are pregnant or have children under
three years of age to work night /
shifts on overtime or aholiday has /'
been restricted.

At Dakar, Senegal, the Da-
kar Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
system, a model for the en-
tire African continent, has
resulted in private bus op-
erators training a larger
number of women to repre-
sent various transportation
systems. The ‘Mu-
jeres Conductoras g
Program’ imple-
mented in Mexico
aims to skill wom-
en to work as
leaders, manag-
ers and drivers,
while addressing
the inequality
that exists in
the trans-
port sector.
In Europe,

Source: The Times of India, 06 October 2025, p. 8
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% of workers in various sectors
Women M Men
AGRICULTURE IN RURAL AREAS

) .

52.9 34.2

TERTIARY SECTOR IN URBAN AREAS

) §

59.3 59.7
SELF-EMPLOYED
36.1 33.1

Tamil

Nadu's reBTT VIS IS
score in SDG Ti Aayog
5, gender
equality:
53 out of 100 Women
J a working as

professionals
and technical

workers in
National * Tamil Nadu
average 590,
50.4%

Proportion
of women in
Tamil Nadu
managerial positions
per 1,000:

190.18

REVVING UP EQUALITY: There is enormous scope to improve the lives of women
involved in the transportation sector




Education

40% of Thiran students hit learning targets

After a 3-month intervention, 2.98 lakh of total 7.46 lakh schoolkids achieved expected basic learning outcomes

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

THE latest assessment con-
ducted under the Targeted
Help for Improving Remedia-
tion and Academic Nurturing
(THIRAN) initiative in Sep-
tember has revealed that 40%
of the 7.46 lakh government
school students from Class 6 to
9identified with learning gaps
achieved expected basic learn-
ing outcomes (BLO).

In this assessment, which
was done after interventions
provided to these students
since July under THIRAN ini-
tiative, 2.98 lakh (40%) of the
7.46 lakh students met the
benchmarks. Teachers TNIE
spoke to said though this as an
improvement, it is of concern
that 4.5 lakh students are yet
to attain expected BLO, for
which the threshold is
minimal.

Kannivakumari (70%),
Tiruchy (63%), The Nilgiris
(54%) and Perambalur (54 %)
recorded more than half the

EXFRET: ILLUSTRATION

students achieving the expect-
ed outcomes. Vellore (28%),
Virudhunagar (31%), Tiruvar-
ur (32%), Tenkasi (33%), Tiru-
vannamalai (33%:), Thanjavur
(33%) and Salem (33%) fared
poorly

The school education de-
partment said the remaining
students will be covered inthe
next phase of the initiative
from October to February 2026

Source: The New Indian Express, 31 October 2025, p. 4

to help them also reach
the expected BLO. “The

department has to im-
plement the initia-
tive more inten-

sively to improve

the learning out-

comes,” said a

higher second-

ary school head-

master. He, how-
ever, added that
the physical cop-
ies of the learn-
ing materials for
Class 9 are vet to
be provided.

According to

teachers, the quar-
terly examinations
were conducted separately for
students under the THIRAN
initiative and regular
students.

The exams carried marks
ranging from 60 to 100, depend-
ing on the subject and class.
Students who scored above
70% are expected to return to
regular classes while remain-
ing will continue to be given

3

Applications invited under
TN’s Breadwinner Scheme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE school education department has allocated ¥11.17 crore for
the Breadwinner Scheme, under which financial assistance of
50,000 to 75,000 is provided to students whose earning parent
has either passed away or become disabled in an accident. The
department has asked Chief Educational Officers in alldistricts
to identify eligible students and forward applications so that the
funds are fully utilised.

Introduced in 2005, the scheme is being implemented in both
government and aided schools for students of all classes. Under
it, 75,000 is deposited in the bank account of a student who has
lost a parent, and 50,000 for those whose parent has become disa-
bled due to an accident. The interest and the matured amount
can be used to meet the student’s educational and maintenance
expenses. “The scheme was introduced in 2005 to reduce drop-
outs, as students become potential dropouts when an earning
parent passes away. The amount for loss of a parent was in-
creased from 50,000 to T75,000 in 2014. Both amounts should be
revised as it has been more than 10 years since the last hike,” said
aheadmaster of a government school in Sivagangai.

So far, the department has spent¥5.94 crore under the scheme,
benefiting 810 students.

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 October 2025, p. 2

targeted support, teachers
said. Launched in July,
THIRAN initially targeted stu-
dents from Classes 6 to 8 who
lagged in Tamil, English, and
Mathematics, before later ex-
panding to Class 9.

The initiative followed the
State Level Achievement Sur-
vey (SLAS) 2025 which re-
vealed significant learning
gaps. The average scores for
Class 8 students stood at 52%
in Tamil, 39% in English, 38%
in Mathematics, 37% in Sci-
ence and 54% in Social Sci-
ence, with Mathematics and
Science emerging as the weak-
est subjects.

Subsequently, a baseline
study was done to identify
these 7.46 lakh students from
Classes 6 to 9 who required in-
terventions. The baseline as-
sessment had 20 questions
from each subject. Students

who scored 17 or less in each
subject were selected to re-
ceive this additional support.

The 7.43 lakh students ac-
count for about 44% of the
roughly 16 to 17 lakh students
studyving in government
schools in these classes. How-
ever, it is noteworthy that a
cireular issued by the depart-
ment directed the selection of
at least 40% of students in
each classes for remedial sup-
port under THIRAN.

It should include students
who struggle toread and write
two- to three-letter words, read
a sentence, reciting multipli-
cation table and solving two-
digit mathematical problems,
the circular had said. The
State Council for Educational
Research and Training
(SCERT) provided learning
materials to help improve
their foundational skills.

The department has to implement the initiative more intensively to

improve the learning outcomes.

Besides, physical copies of the

learning materials for Class 9 are yet to be provided

Headmaster of a higher d

y school

TN to conduct 3
special TET exams
for teachers in 2026

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: In the wake of the
Supreme Court's order that all
in-service teachers must clear
the teacher eligibility test
(TET), the Tamil Nadu school
education department on
Monday gave permission to
the Teachers Recruitment Bo-
ard (TRB)to conduct three spe-
cial TETs in 2026 in Jan, July,
and Dec.

“Based on the TET results
and requirements, TRB will be
allowed to conduct special
TETs in 2027 for in-service tea-
chers,” school education se-
cretary B Chandra Mohan sa-
id in an order. In its Sept 1 or-
der; the Supreme Court gave
two years for all in-service tea-
chers, except those with less
than five years, to clear the
TET. “If any of such teachers
fail to qualify for TET within
the time that we have allowed,
they have to quit service and
they may be compulsorily reti-
red,” the courtsaid in its order.

Teacher associations said
about two lakh teachers wor-

king in govt and govt-aided
schools were affected by this
order and demanded the state
govt conduct special TET ex-
ams for in-service teachers.
They also said all these tea-
chers were appointed before
2010 based on the rules that ex-
isted at that time.

Many states, including Ta-
mil Nadu, Maharashtra, and
Kerala, have filed review peti-
tions against this order in the
Supreme Court.

Following this, the director
of school education and direc-
tor of elementary education
have asked the state govt to
conduct special TET exams
once every four months to help
the in-service teachers clear
the eligibility test. They also
asked the state govt to provide
training through the State Co-
uncil for Educational Rese-
archand Training (SCERT)for
in-service teachers. The scho-
ol education department also
directed the District Institute
of Education and Training
(DIET) to provide online trai-
ningat the district level.

Source: The Times of India, 15 October 2025, p. 4
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CHENNAITOPS LIST

179 govt schools enrol 50
more kids than last year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Chennai

AS many as 179 government
schools across Tamil Nadu
have enrolled at least 50 more
students this academic year
when compared to last year,
with Chennai recording the
highest number of such schools
at 26. Of these schools, 13 are
from Coimbatore and 10 each
from Chengalpattu and Tiruchy
districts.

Among the schools with
high enrolment figures,
Government Model
Girls Higher Second-

ary School in Kumara- | . .

palavam, Namakkal,

topped the list with 302

new admissions, fol-
lowed by Government High-

er Secondary School(GHSS) in
Karaikurichi, Arivalur, with
234 students, and GHSS in Karu
Poyyur, Arivalur, with 231 stu-
dents, respectively

Asannounced during the de-
mands for grants of the school
education department in the
state Assembly; the department
recently presented certificates
of appreciation to these schools
for recording an increase in
enrolment.

A total of 4,07 lakh students
enrolled in government schools
across Tamil Nadu this aca-
demic year, as against last

vear's admission data which
stood at 3.2 lakh across TN.
While Class 1 admissions ac-
counted for the largest share at
2.18 lakh students, enrolments
in KG classes stood at 32,807,
and classes 2 to 8 together reg-
istered 92,098 new students.

Overall, Tenkasieducational
district saw the highest enrol-
ment of 8571 students followed
by Dindigul (8,000) and Tiruchy
(7,711). It may be noted that the
increase in enrolment numbers

can also be attributed to the
late notification of ad-
% missions in private
schools under the Right
to Education Act,
which usually benefits
around 85,000 students.
Speaking to TNIE, K
Kannan, principal of the
Government Higher Secondary
School at Arasur in Coimbat-
ore — one of the schools fea-
tured in the list — said, “ When
I became headmaster in 2022,
the school had 927 students.
Over time, enrolment rose to
1,283, Our school has a STEM
lab sponsored by an NGO and
strong facilities, which have
contributed to the rise in
admissions.”

“Currently, eight new class-
rooms are under construction,
and we expect admissions to in-
crease further once they are
completed,” he added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 October 2025, p. 2

T.N. to review Draft

Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill
following pushback

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has decided to with-
draw and review the Draft
Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill, passed
by the Assembly on Octob-
er 18, in response to oppo-
sition from teachers’ bo-
dies and a section of MLAs.
“Based on observations
made by members in the
Assembly, views expressed
in social media and public
forums, and feedback re-
ceived from educationists,
subject experts, and edu-
cation department offi-
cials, the honourable Chief
Minister has asked for ap-
propriate action to be ta-
ken,” said a press release
quoting Higher Education
Minister Govi. Chezhiaan.
Pointing out that the go-
vernment was yet to grant
approval to deemed un-
iversities that did not fol-
low the State’s reservation
policies, a major concern
raised by the teachers’ bo-
dies and MLAs, the Minis-
ter said the government
was deeply committed to
social justice in higher edu-
cation and would guaran-
tee adherence to reserva-
tion in appointments and

Govi. Chezhiaan

admissions, regulate fees,
and protect employee
status.

The Bill, Mr. Govi. Chez-
hiaan said, was brought in
to simplify rules for setting
up private universities. In
the face of rapid urbanisa-
tion and gradual uptick in
land value, finding large
tracts of contiguous land
had become a hurdle to
starting new universities or
converting existing ones.
As per the Draft Bill, the
land requirement was
brought down from 100
acres to 25 acres in munici-
pal corporation areas, 35
acres in town panchayat or
municipality areas, and 50
acres in other areas by
amending Section 4 of the
Tamil Nadu Private Univer-
sities Act, 2019.

Source: The Hindu, 26 October 2025, p. 6

Minister highlights TN’s social justice mission at Cambridge forum

CHENNAL School Education  where he outlined the coreprin-  van schemes, the Chief Minis- noted, adding that the model
Minister Anbil Mahesh ciplesof the model —univer- ter’s breakfast schemeand  has nurtured students who have
Poyvvamozhi on Sunday high- salaccess. social inclusion, Naan Mudhalvan goneon to become global lead-
lighted Tamil Nadu’s ‘Dravidi- democratising excellence programme.“Tamil ers, he said.

an Model” of education as a and schemes that deliver Nadu has 17 of India’s “The Dravidian model of edu-
century-long social justice mis-  change. top 100 higher education cation is like a prism: it identi-
sion that uses learning as a tool He cited flagship initia- institutions and records  fies hidden potential, embraces
for empowerment and equality.  tives of the DMK govern- zero dropout rates at the  individuality, and celebrates
He was addressing the Cam- ment—the Pudhumai primary and middle each child’s unique path,” he
bridge South Asia Forum, Penn,Tamil Pudhal- -~ WA school levels,” he stated. ENS

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 October 2025, p. 4
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Sharp rise in students dropout rate in TN schools

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu has recorded a
sharp increase in school drop-
out rates across three levels—
primary (Classes 1-5), upper
primary (6-8) and secondary
(9-10) — in 2024-25, according
to the latest Unified District In-
formation System for Educa-
tion Plus (UDISE+) data re-
leased by the Union Ministry
of Education on Tuesday:

In primary and upper prima-
rv levels, the dropout rate rose
from 0% for both to 2.7% and

4 e &

SCHOOL
DROPOUT

- PHCENTAGE D

the highest in the last five vears
since 2020-21. At the secondary
level, it has increased from
7.7% in 2023-24 to 8.5% in
2024-25.

For a state that has long
maintained some of the lowest
dropout rates in the country,
the latest figures have raised

LEVEL 201%-20

Primary BREW 0.6%

'-:JJ" UpperPrimary {8 K- S0 s Kot

Secondary ReXsLT RN E LT

educators. The School Educa-
tion Department is yet to pro-
vide an explanation for the rise
indropouts. When contacted, a
senior official said they would
respond after examining the
UDISE+ data in detail.

Asg per the UDISE+ defini-
tion, dropout rate represents

Oon  2.3% 0% 2.7%
0o 0o O 2.8%
45% 103% 77 B.5%

rolled at a particular level who
are no longer enrolled in any
grade the following vear.
Tamil Nadu now trails its
southern counterparts in the
primary category, with Kerala
(0.8%), Karnataka (0%), And-
hra Pradesh (1.4%) and Telan-
gana (0%) all recording lower

2.8% in 2024-25 respectivelyv—

concerns and confusion among

the proportion of students en-

dropout rates. Pg

Steady decline in enrolment in TN govt schools

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE state ranked ninth from the
bottom nationally, a sharp contrast
to its earlier standing as one of In-
dia’s best-performing states.

It also fared poorly compared to
the national average of 0.3% at the
primary level. However, it per-
formed better than the national av-
erage in upper primary (3.5%) and
secondary (11.5%) categories,

The data further showed a steady
decline in enrolment in govern-
ment and government-aided
schools, alongside a rise in private
school admissions. In 2024-25, only
2.7 lakh students enrolled in Class
1 in government schools, down
from 2.6 lakh in 2023-24. Enrolment
in government-aided schools fell
from 97,692 t0 91,694 in the same pe-

riod. In contrast, private schools
saw an increase, with Class 1 ad-
missions rising from 5.17 lakh in
2023-24 to 5.62 lakh in 2024-25.

According to the report, Tamil
Nadu had 57,935 schools in 2024-25,
down from 58,722 the previous vear,
catering to 1.25 crore students
and employing 549 lakh
teachers.

The state’s pupil-teacher |
ratio (PTR) improved |
slightly to 23 from 24 last o
vear However, the number -
of single-teacher schoolsrose
sharply to 3,671 (from 2,758 in 2023—
24), serving 95,353 students (up
from B0,586).

The report also showed that
about 98% of government schools
have functional toilets, with 92.1%
having functional girls’ toilets and

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 October 2025, p. 1 and 9

86.9% having functional boys’
toilets.

Activists have urged the School
Education Department to ensure
greater transparency in the out-of-
school children survey, which they
said should be conducted in coordi-

nation with all relevant gov-
ernment departments, local
bodies, and NGOs.

“The survey must be con-
ducted more effectively and
its findings should be made

public. The government

should also consider reviving
the bridge schools that once oper-
ated under the National Child La-
bour Programme, as they are cru-
cial for reintegrating dropouts who
return to school,” said 8 C Natraj
of Sudar, an NGO working with
tribal children in Erode.
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A fine arts college in Chennai that
is a cradle of modern Indian art

The Government College of Fine Arts was established in 1850 as Madras School of Arts. It was first located on Popham's Broadway.

After coming under the Department of Public Instruction in 1852, it shifted to its present campus on Poonamallee High Road, now
known as EV.R. Periyar Salai. Over the years, it has shaped generations of artists who influenced the cultural identity of Tamil Nadu

N. Sai Charan

arking 175 years of artistic legacy this
year, the Government College of Fine
Arts at Egmore in Chennai is one of
India’s oldest art institutions and a
cradle of modern Indian art. Established in 1850,
it has shaped generations of artists who
influenced the cultural identity of Tamil Nadu
and beyond. Archival reports in The Hindu trace
the origins of the college to the mid-19th Century.
It began as the Madras School of Arts, founded by
Alexander Hunter, a military surgeon. It was
located on Popham’s Broadway and functioned as
a privately run school for two years, with a
curriculum designed to train artisans to meet the
needs of the British administration. In 1852, an
eight-member committee, headed by Hunter, was
constituted to overhaul the curriculum after
consultations with East India House and the
Royal Academy of Arts in London. The committee
recommended that the institution be reorganised
as the Government School of Industrial Arts. It
also proposed two departments: Artistic and
Industrial. The first focused on drawing,
engraving, and pottery, while the second dealt
with building materials and practical craft
training.

The first Superintendent

The school came under the control of the
Department of Public Instruction in 1852 and
shifted to its present campus on Poonamallee
High Road, now known as E.V.R. Periyar Salai. In
1855, Hunter was appointed the first

Superintendent of the institution. British experts
were invited to teach art and design, and a
manufacturing unit was established to support
practical training. Among Hunter’s sticcessors
were E.B. Havell, W.S. Hadaway, and R.F.
Chisholm. After Hunter retired in 1868, architect
Chisholm, known for his Indo-Saracenic
architecture buildings, took charge of the school
and was officially appointed Superintendent in
1877. The same year, Havell expanded the scope
of craft education by introducing wood carving,
carpentry, and metalwork.

A major shift in the leadership came in 1929
when Debi Prasad Roy Chowdhury became the
first Indian artist to be appointed the Principal.
He is remembered for iconic public sculptures,

Source: The Hindu, 24 October 2025, p. 6

Standing tall:
The Government
College of Fine
Arts at Egmore
now houses six
departments
and a museum
that showcases
a rare collection
of artistic works,
including
Mughal-era
paintings.

B. JOTHI
RAMALINGAM

including the Triumph of Labour, known in Tamil
as Uzhaipalar Silai, and the Mahatma Gandhi
Statue on the Marina. He strengthened the fine
arts curriculum and promoted a teaching method
based on observation and direct experience. He
was only 30 when he took over. In 1957, Roy
Chowdhury was succeeded by noted painter
K.C.S. Paniker, who played a key role in bringing
together a generation of artists and laid the
groundwork for the Madras Art Movement.
Paniker introduced a pedagogical approach
rooted in the techniques and visual language of
the 20th Century European modernism. This
opened space for experimentation in both
technique and expression and helped to define
the direction of contemporary art practice in

performance analysis of depts

Involves 78

ENROLMENTS IN FOCUS

Depts Across

» The university has enrolled 1,522 students,
which is a slight increase from 1,447 last year

4 Campuses

» Indian philosophy, Buddhism among
six courses without even one single
student this year

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: To improve the
quality of postgraduate pro-

» Mathematics, criminology, cyber
forensics, ancient history and archaeology,
economics among courses that attracted
more students this year

grammes and research, the
University of Madras is un-
dertaking a performance

» Performance evaluation will analyze
enrolment, placement, projects and research
publication

evaluation of its 78 depart-

cited the huge vacancies in
faculty positions as areason
for the poor interest among
students.

Theenrolment in PG pro-
grammes increased from
1,447lastyearto1,522 this ye-
ar. Courses, including MSc
mathematics, MSc crimino-
logy, MSc cyber forensics
and information security,
MA ancient history and ar-
chaeology, economics, and
LLMininternationallaw,at-
tracted more students this
year.

Madras. He also founded the Cholamandal
Artists’ Village near Chennai. Over the years, the
college’s faculty has included artists such as
Ulaganatha Mudaliar, R. Krishna Rao, A.P.
Santhanaraj, C.J. Anthony Doss, S. Kanniappan,
and P.B. Surendranath. The 4.25-acre campus
now houses six departments and a museum that
showcases a rare collection of artistic works,
including Mughal-era paintings. Since 2013, the
college has been affiliated to the Tamil Nadu Dr. J.
Jayalalithaa Music and Fine Arts University.

‘A golden period’

Speaking to The Hindu, illustrator and alumnus
Trotsky Marudu said the 1960s and 1970s were
considered a golden period for the college. He
recalled many artists who had trained under
Paniker and other distinguished masters, later
earned global recognition, and returned to the
institution as faculty members. During his
student years between 1971 and 1976, the college
was headed by veteran sculptor and painter S.
Dhanapal. He said animation had emerged as a
significant art form and should be included in the
curriculum to keep pace with contemporary
artistic practices. He welcomed the government’s
efforts to improve the infrastructure of the
institute. However, he pointed out that several
rare objects and artefacts preserved in the
museum required immediate documentation and
digitisation to prevent deterioration.

Mr. Marudu, who serves as the chairman of the
Tamil Nadu Government M.G.R. Film and
Television Institute, said the curriculum should
adopt a stronger interdisciplinary approach. The
students of fine arts should collaborate with peers
from film and fashion technology to stay relevant
in a rapidly evolving creative landscape.

Actor Sivakumar, who studied at the college
between 1959 and 1965, shared fond memories of
his time there with The Hindu journalists at a
recent interaction. He recalled how spot painting
gained popularity during his student days. He
also displayed some of his spot paintings from the
1960s, including those of the Shore Temple at
Mamallapuram, the Arunachaleswarar Temple at
Tiruvannamalai, and the Meenakshi Amman
Temple in Madurai, featured in his book Paintings
of Sivakumar: A Unique Collection.

ments across the four cam-
puses in Chepauk, Marina,
Guindy, and Taramani.

The university will ana-
lyze the performance of de-
partments, including ad-
missions, placements, pro-
jects, and research publica-
tions.

“It will help us enhance
the quality of academic pro-
grammes and research. The
curriculum willalsobe revi-
sedaccordingtorecentdeve-
lopments,” said Rita John,
registrar of the university.

Theuniversity alsoplans
to introduce innovative and

transdisciplinary program-
mes to attract more students
to its postgraduate pro-
grammes.

Some of the science de-
partments are doing well at
the global and national le-
vels with top-quality rese-
arch and publications.

However, not all the de-
partments are doing well,
which is collectively pulling
down the ranking of the uni-
versity The university is
38th in the NIRF rankings
thisyear.

Some of the departments
did not take steps to revamp

the curriculum for several
years, which resulted in po-
or enrolmentfor PG courses,
professorssaid.

Though the university
collectively improved enrol-
ment this year, as many as
six courses, including Indi-
an philosophy, Buddhism,
comparative religion and
philosophy with specializa-
tion in Christian studies,
Kannada, Divyapraband-
ham, and folk music, did not
attract a single student du-
ringthe 2025-26 academic ye-
ar.

Some faculty members

S P Thyagarajan, former
vice-chancellor of the uni-
versity, suggested bringing
back the ranking of univer-
sity departments, research
centres, and affiliated colle-
gestoimprove them.

“Evaluation of the uni-
versity departments is a go-
od move. But the evaluation
methodology should be
objective. The university al-
soneedstodoanassessment
of the needs of individual
departments in terms of fa-
culty, teaching-learning re-
forms, and research fun-
ding,” hesaid.
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Source: The Times of India,
11 October 2025, p. 5



TN schools to draw lots
for RTE admissions

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu school
education department will con-
duct a lot system for RTE admis-
sions at private schools on Oct 31.

According to data shared by
the department, 7,717 schools
across the state registered for
RTE admissions. A total of 81,927
students applied for kindergar-
ten, and 89 for Class I under the
25% reservation mandated by the
Act.

For schools where the number
of applications is less than the
number of vacancies, there will
be no draw of lots to select candi-
dates. They candirectly admit eli-
gible students on Oct 30. For other
schools, a draw of lots will be held
on Oct 31.

“The process will be held in
the presence of school heads and
parents who have applied for ad-
missions under the RTE Act. Se-
lected students will later be offici-
ally tagged under RTE quota in
the EMIS portal,” school educa-
tion secretary B Chandramohan
saidinarelease.

For schools where the
number of applications
is less than the number
of vacancies, there will
be no draw of lots to
select candidates

Privateschoolassociations sa-
id the 81,927 applications are a
stark drop from about 1.7 lakh re-
ceived last year.

Following the release of more
than %450 crore towards RTE re-
imbursement by Union govt, state
govt announced the commence-
ment of this year’s admissionson
Oct2.

It ordered private schools to
shift 25% of already admitted stu-
dents to the RTE slab after verify-
ing their eligibility and provided
a 10-day deadline for schools to
complete the process, and one we-
ek torefund the fee collected. This
drew flak from schools and asso-
ciations.

A school education depart-
ment official said that the fee re-
fund process would commence
once the admission process ends.

Source: The Times of India, 25 October 2025, p. 5

ICC members in colleges, univs to be
trained on adhering to legal protocols

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennai

IN a significant step towards
strengthening the redressal
mechanism for sexual harass-
mentecomplaints in higher edu-
cation institutions, the Tamil
Nadu State Council for Higher
Education (TANSCHE) has de-
cided to conduct a comprehen-
sive training programme for
members of Internal Com-
plaints Committees (ICCs). The
initiative is aimed at ensuring
that complaints of sexual har-
assment are addressed with
greater sensitivity, efficiency,
and adherence to legal
protocols.

The training, scheduled to be-
gin in October, comes in the
wake of concerns raised by stu-
dents and activists overmishan-
dling of several sexual harass-

ment cases in colleges and
universities across the state.
Many of these cases, according
to sources, have been delaved,
dismissed prematurely, or dealt
with in a manner that retrau-
matises survivors, said a
TANSCHE official.
TANSCHE officials
emphasised that while
ICCs were constituted
in accordance with the
University Grants Com-
mission (Prevention, Prohi-
bition and Redressal of Sexual
Harassmentof Women Employ-
ees and Students in Higher Edu-
cational Institutions) Regula-
tions, 2015, there remain serious
gaps intheir functioninglargely
due to lack of training, aware-
ness, and empathy among com-
mittee members. “The objective
of thistraining is to ensure that

Source: The New Indian Express, 03 October 2025, p. 2

ICC members understand their
responsibilities under the law,
and more importantly, approach
each case with sensitivity and
without bias,” said TANSCHE
vice-chairman MP
Vijavakumar
“The programme will
cover legal provisions,
surviver-centric ap-
proaches, documenta-
tion, confidentiality pro-
tocols, and technigues to
avoid secondary
victimisation, he added.
Women rights activists, ex-
perts from the fields of law; psy-
chology, gender studies, and hu-
man rights will also conduct the
sessions. “Both government and
private higher educational insti-
tutions in the state will be cov-
ered in a phased manner;"said
Vijayakumar
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Labs in govt colleges to

beb

To Get New
Curriculum,
Experiments

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: After facing deca-
des of neglect, academiclabo-
ratories in govt arts and sci-
ence colleges will geta facelift
with an updated curriculum
and new experiments invol-
ving real-world problems
from the next academic year.
TN State Council for Higher
Education has prepared an
action plan for the labs to add-
ress issues faced by them.

“The lab curriculum will
be revised to match the latest
developments, teachers will
be given lab-based pedagogi-
cal training, and assessments
will test domain knowledge,”
a source from higher educa-
tion department said.

STATE ACTION PLAN FOR LABS

> Revision of lab
curriculum

> Lab-based
pedagogy training
for teachers

» Bringing reforms
in experiments
and assessment

» Upgrading labs in
govt colleges with new

» Govt allocated

761 crore for more than
200 arts, science,
engineering colleges and
polytechnic colleges

o0

Students will also be enco-
uraged todesign experiments
to solve real-world problems.
Further, there will be empha-
sisongivingmore timeforlab
experiments, implementing
good lab practices, lab safety;
documenting observations,
and maintaininglabrecords.

As of now, lab experi-
ments in colleges do not sti-
mulate interest in science for
students, and equipment in
science labs is not functional.
“Lab experiments in arts and
science colleges have not be-
enupdated for the past twode-
cades. Experts willsuggestre-

forms needed in curriculum
and assessment for each state
university, which would imp-
lement it according to requi-
rements,” a source said.

“The revised curriculum
will give a better conceptual
understanding of science
subjects. It would help increa-
se PG admissions in science
courses and improvetherese-
arch ecosystem,” the source
added. State govt has alloca-
ted %61 crore to upgrade and
providenewequipmenttothe
govt college laboratories.

“A govt arts and science
college will be allotted 25

rought up to date

lakh, while a govt enginee-
ring college will get 30 lakh.
Apolytechnicwill be givenup
to 20 lakh,” said a govt order
by higher education secreta-
rv P Shankar. As many as 124
arts and science colleges, 11
engineering colleges, 16 cons-
tituent colleges of Anna Uni-
versity, and 54 govt polytech-
nicswillget thefundsoverthe
next two years to buy equip-
ment.

The fund allocation to
each college may vary accor-
ding to student strength,
number of science depart-
ments, and present availabili-
ty of equipment. State govt
has formed an expert com-
mittee to finalise the require-
ment list of equipment nee-
ded for upgrading labs. “Equ-
ipment will be purchased by
each college based on its ne-
eds. The expert committee
will give specifications to en-
sure quality of equipment.
Colleges will receive the com-
munication next week,” a so-
urce said.

Source The Times of India, 25 October 2025, p. 5

BSQ chemistry most sought basic
science course in govt colleges

GOVT COLLEGE SEATS, 2025

Admissions
For Maths,
Physics Low

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Among the basic
science courses, BSc chemis-
try attracted more students
in govt arts and science col-
leges this year. Of 6,786 sanc-
tioned seats in govt arts and
science colleges, 5,890 seats
(87%) were filled during ad-
missions, which was con-
ducted till Sept 30. Com-
merce, computer science
and Tamil courses remain
the most preferred courses
overall in govt colleges.

Sanctioned

Course name e Admitted

BCom 16,458 14,595 88
BSc computer science 11,077 9,823 88
BSc chemistry 6,786 5,890 87
BA Tamil 12,179 10,545 87
BSc physics 6,149 3,920 64
BA English 11,836 7,295 62
BSc maths 10,010 4,554 45

“In our college, BSc ernment Arts College in

chemistry gotthe mostappli-
cations, overtaking BCom. It
could be because of availa-
bility of job opportunities
for students after their UG
degree,” said R Raman, prin-
cipal, Presidency College.
The college received more
than 15,000 applications for
200 seats in chemistry. The
trend was followed in Gov-

Source: The Times of India, 24 October 2025, p. 4

Nandanam as well. “Oppor-
tunities in education have
been an attraction for chem-
istry courses in the past few
years — students can go to
pharma, food, and other al-
lied industries as research-
ers,” said Bhavani, head, de-
partment of chemistry, Gov-
ernment Arts College, Nan-
danam.

Colleges said students
can take up jobs as trainers
in private schools for en-
trance exams. “Chemistry
gives more career options to
students — other than teach-
ing —which could be a rea-
son it draws in more stu-
dents,” career consultant
Jayaprakash Gandhi said,
adding that students com-
pleting MSc chemistry have
options to join MTech pro-
grammes at top colleges if
they clear the required ex-
am.

However, accordingto ad-
mission data by directorate
of collegiate education, ad-
missions to BSc maths re-
main poor with 45% seats fil-
led this year. In BSc physics,
36% seats remained vacant.
Interest towards engineer-
ing courses is cited as a rea-
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son for poor interest in BSc
maths and physics courses.
Some private and aided col-
leges have tried to combine
emerging areas, including
data science, with maths to
increase admission rates.
Teaching such emerging ar-
eas of study along with
maths can attract more stu-
dents, teachers said

Courses such as BA En-
glish, history,and economics
have filled more seats this
year. New courses such as
criminology, defence stud-
ies, psychology, costume de-
sign,and fashion technology
have also filled more seats at
govt  colleges. Overall,
1,03,253 seats were filled in
180 govt arts and science col-
leges. The number of admis-
sions has increased by 7,351
compared to last year



TNtocommence RTE admissions as
centrereleases its share of 2538 cr

Govt announces 10-day window to regularise kids enrolled under RTE in unaided, non-minority schools

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUM AR i Channal

THE state government has an-
nounced that it will issue noti-
fications for admissions under
the Right of Children o Free
and Compulsory Education
(RTE)Act, 2009, for the academ:
be year 202526 on October 6.
The announcement follows the
release of the centre’s share of
funds — 36281 crore for the
entire 2024-25 academic year
and #175.59 crore as the first in
stalment for 20:25-26.

However, since the academic
year has already begun, the ad-
mission under thiscate gory for
this academic year will cover
those eligible children who are
already enrolled in entry-level
clagses in unaided and non-mi-
nority schools across the state.

The Madras High Court, in
June, directed the centre to
consider delinking the RTE
component from the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan (854 )scheme
and disbursing the funds sepa-
rately. Accordingly. the matter
wasexamined and, with theap
proval of the union education
minister, it was decided to im-
plement the direction. sald a
note shared by the education
department. However, it is um
certain whether the contre has
decided to per manenily delink
RTE from the S5A scheme,

Under RTE, 25% of seats in
entry-level classes (LKG/Class
1) af all unaided non-minority
private schools are reserved for
students from economically
disadvantaged sections, The

COURT ORDER
IMPLEMENTED

Madras HC directed
centne to delink RTE
companent feom 554 and
disburse funds separataly

JuN1o

Supplementary
Project Approval
Board (PAB) meeting held

S EEGEI‘IEI
T appro
?a 75590
(50% of the

i " | g
DB | bedsmne
[full central intwo
share) released | instalments

' "[ii'.afiir.'.";.;a}im_m' '
for grievance redeessal and

udmfulnul:unum 14k17 or
rteadmissioms ins chools. gov.in)

state povernment, which usw
ally issues notification for the
adm lssions, did not issue it this
year citing non-release of S84
furds from the central gover
ment. This was also seen as the
main reason as to why the ad-
missions in government
schools across the state, which
was 3.2 lakh in 202425 mse to
more than four lakh this year
On an average, 85,000 students
are admitted in private schools
undler RTE every year,

PROPOSED TIMELINE

W otz Admission notification
tobe ivued

W et 7: Schook toupload tetal
entry-level seatsasof Sept 30

W Oct: 25% seats to beidentified
and dsplayed in school login

W oct9: Uplading of detailsof
eligible children, with deuments

W oct 10 &13: Publishing of list of
eligible/ineligible applicants; parents
may submit missing documents

W Dct1s: Fingl list of eligible
children to be published

B Oct15: Tagging of el gible
childrznunder RTE quata in EMIS (i
less than 25% seats are filled)

W Oct 16z Randaom selection | if
applications ase ower 25%, after
priority admissions; results dsplayed

W Oct 17: Tagging of selerted
chitdren inthe EMIS partal

This year, RTE admissions
will not beopen for fresh appli
cants Instead. a 10-day online
window has been announced to
regularise children already ad
mitted in entry-evel classes un-
der the RTE quota for which
parents, who wish to apply, can
approach the respective school
headmasters Priority admis-
sion will be given to the chil-
dren from vilnerable catego
ries, Including orphans,
HIV-affecied or infected chil-

dren, transgender children,
children of marmal scavengers
and disabled children. In cases
where the number of applica-
tons exceeds the available quoo
ta, a transparent mndom selec-
tion process will be carrisd out,
sl the press release,

The release also stated that
private schools have been asked
to refund the fee already col
lected within seven working
days, with confirmation from
both the school and parents.

It 15 to be noted thata Project
Approval Board (PAB) meeting
was held in August, which took
into account the expenditure
incurred by the state govern-
ment in 2024-25. The PAB ap-
proved T604.68 crore under the
RTE entitlements component
for 202435, of which the central
share s 2362.81 crove. For 2025-
5, T585.31 crore was approved,
with the central share amount-
ing o TISL 18 crore.

V Easwaran of the Mamma-
larchi Makkal Ivakkam, who
had filed a contempt petition
against the TN government for
delaying RTE admissions, said
that under the Act, seats re
served for economically disad-
vantaged students must be kepi
vacant for six months “It is il
legal to choose from students
already admitted after private
schools have filled seatsas they
wish. This has deprived many
children of the opportunity to
benefit from the Act,” he said,
urging the government to in
orease the numberof RTEseats
this year in view of the delay

Source: The New Indian Express, 03 October 2025, p. 5

Classrooms turn media houses
to improve kids’ spoken English

R.Saivenkatesh
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: For the past few
months, spoken English clas-
ses at the Government Girls’
Higher Secondary School in
Ashok Nagar have not been
taught the conventional way.
Instead, classrooms have tur-
ned into media houses, and
students don the hats of repor-
ters, anchors, and debators to
practise conversations.
Students divide themsel-
ves into five groups, compri-
sing 8-10 members each, and
enact different programmes
appearing on a TV channel.
“The activities are divided in-
to three modules. The first one
involves programmes where
students report on an impor-
tant event of the day An an-
chor asks a reporter for an up-
date on a situation, and the re-
porter then interviews some-
body on the ground,” said R

came up with the initiative.

This idea isnow among the
18 innovative education practi-
ces in schools and education
institutes chosen by Region In-
stitute of Education, Mysore,
for this year: The school has to
submit a report in Dec, based
on which the module will be
shortlisted for the nextlevel. If
chosen, thenextlevel of scruti-
ny will be done by the NCERT
in March, after which a select
set of candidates will be felici-
tated with a cash award and
certificate.

“As part of the second mo-
dule, students will speak on a

particular topic for five minu-
tes, akin to TV shows. As part
of the third, students will car-
Ty out one-on-one interviews
with their peers. The plan is to
videograph the proceedings
nextand relay it in classrooms
that have smart boards, so that
other students can be inspired
toengage,” she added.

Headmistress K Vasuki sa-
id, “Initially, we held spoken
English classes the conventio-
nal way. From July, we decided
totake it up anotch, and that’s
when the idea brewed. The
plannow istothink of morein-
novative, interactive ideas
that can work in classroom se-
tups.”

“Such ideas show that govt
school HMs also think out of
the box instead of teaching by
the book. They also help stu-
dents learn effectively,” Chen-
naichief education officer Sat-
hyabama said.

Source: The Times of India,

28 October 2025, p. 5
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TN brings in digital worksheets
with higher order questions

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: To prepare students
to answer application-oriented
questions from a young age,
state school education depart-
ment will introduce interacti-
ve digital worksheets with hig-
her order thinking questions
for Classes I to V next month.
The assessment cell from State
Council for Educational Rese-
arch and Training (SCERT)
prepared a question bank for
students in subjects such as
English, maths, science, and
social science.

“The digital worksheets
will be solved on smart boards.
Teachers will explain the ques-
tions and will solve them using
the concepts taught in classro-

oms. Exposure to these ques-
tions will help state board stu-
dents to do well in national le-
vel competitive exams,” an offi-
cial from the department said.
Students will get these ques-
tion papers in the first week of
every month.

ForClasses VItoIX, general
knowledge questions will be
added. Students wrote three
such tests this academic year.
Teachers from govt schools
download the questions from
the portal and give pen and pa-
per tests to students.

“The initiative is being
implemented on a voluntary
basis. It is expected to help stu-
dents to do well in any exam
without fear,” another official
said. A circular from SCERT

and Samagra Shiksha Abhiy-
antochief educational officers
said, “Teachers should inter-
act with students about these
questions so they themselves
find answers based on the con-
ceptstheylearned in class.”

Further, school education
department is planning to
launch an upskilling training
programme for teachers to set
up higher-order thinking-ba-
sed questions.

“As of now, a few schools in
the state are doing well in na-
tional level exams as some tea-
chers are teaching the con-
cepts and their applications to
their students better: This will
be expanded tootherschools by
this upskilling programme,”
another official said.

180 govt college students to
be trained for entrance tests

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: As many as 180
students in undergraduate
and postgraduate physics,
maths, and chemistry cour-
ses have been shortlisted by
the state govt to undergo
three months of training to
crack entrance tests of top
research institutions in the
country.

The training for these
students will commence in
the first week of Dec.

Experienced faculty
members will train them to
solve problems in physics,
chemistry, and maths, ans-
wering higher-order thin-
king questions and previo-
us years’ question papers.

“These students will re-
ceive residential coaching
for one week in Dec. They
will be taught time manage-
ment, how to approach the
questions, and find answers
quickly. It will be followed
by online sessions and gro-
up discussions,” a source
from the higher education

SCIENCE RESEARCH

department said.

UG students will be gi-
ven training to appear for
IIT JAM (joint admission
test for masters), JEST (jo-
int entrance screening
test), and Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research
(TIFR) Graduate School
(GS)entrance exam. PG stu-
dents will be given training
to crack GATE (graduate
aptitude test in enginee-
ring), JEST,and NET (natio-
nal eligibility test).

By cracking these tests,
students can get admis-
sions to more than 30 rese-
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arch institutions including
the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (IISc) Bengaluru, Ra-
man Research Institute, In-
dian Institutes of Science
Education and Research (II-
SER), TIFR, and IITs.

The Tamil Nadu State
Council for Higher Educa-
tion (TANSCHE) will provi-
detheapplication feetoapp-
ly for these exams. Students
will be encouraged to ask
doubts and to have group
discussions about the pro-
blems in their lessons and
gquestion papers.

“A majority of students
shortlisted for training are
women and they are from
districtsacross the state, in-
cluding Dharmapuri, Tiru-
vannamalai and Tirunelve-
1i,” the source added.

Professors and lecturers
teaching physics, chemist-
ry, and maths will also be
provided similar training
opportunities to take analy-
ticalquestionsand solve the
problems. A training pro-

gramme for them is schedu- g, ce. Te Times of India, 27 October 2025, p. 4

ledin Now.

Source: The Times of India,
28 October 2025, p. 4



Planning panel flags digital, training
gaps in Naan Mudhalvaninitiative

Recommends steps to be taken such as improving rural connectivity and upskilling trainers

BINITA JAISWAL @Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu State Plan-
ning Commission (SPC), while
documenting the positive im-
pact of the state’s flagship skill-
ing initiative Naan Mudhalvan,
has raised concerns over key
implementation gaps, calling
for urgent refor ms to strength-
en digital infrastructure, train-
er quality, and institutional co-
ordination, especially in rural
areas.

While the scheme has been
lauded for expanding career op-
portunities and improving em-
plovability among engineering
and polytechnic students, a re-
port compiled by the SPC high-
lighted sharp disparities be-
tween urban and rural regions
in terms of access and delivery
The impact assessment, con-
ducted among 3,950 students
from 55 engineering colleges
and 5,059 students from 72 poly-
technics across 19 districts,
found that 76% of engineering
and 81% of polvtechnic re-
spondents believed Naan Mud-
halvan had improved their job
prospects.

However, the report flagged a
key issue — the lack of digital
infrastructure in tier 2 and 3
towns. Students faced poor in-
ternet connectivity, outdated
computer systems, and limited
access to course-specific soft-
ware, forcing many to depend
on recorded sessions instead of
real-time learning, the report
said. To address this, the com-
mission recommended that the
government partner with tele-
com providers to expand 5G
connectivity in rural areas and
establish digital labs equipped
with modern systems and soft-
ware. It also recommended set-
ting up regional Centres of Ex-
cellence (CoEs) to provide

1 l‘aﬂh

Ib

Chief Minister MK Stalin and Deputy CM Udhavanidhi Stalin with Naan Mudhalvan beneficiaries who cleared UPSCexam | fie mc

» Enhance rural connectivity
and digital infrastructure

» Establish digital labs and
regional Centres of Excellence

» Launch statewide trainer
upskilling programme in
collaboration with tech firms

# Provide subsidies for
tablets, dongles, and internet
access for poor students

« Strengthen trainer
expertise in advanced topics

# Use of Artificial Intelligence

shared access to advanced tools
and infrastructure for students
in smaller cities.

The SPC also highlighted an
acute shortage of qualified
trainers, particularly in rural
institutions. Many lacked ex-
pertise in advanced technical
subjects, leading to poorstudent
engagement, especially among
first-generation learners, the

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 October 2025, p. 4

» Webportaland data
connectivity issues

= Shortage of qualified
trainers for advanced
technical courses

« Travelling to hub institutions
» Scheduling difficulties

-

\_.w‘ 3
P

report said. To bridge this gap,
it proposed a statewide trainer
upskilling programme in col-
laboration with global tech
firms, offering certifications in
emerging fields such as artifi-
cial intelligence, data science,
and green energy.

The report further criticised
the hub-and-spoke model adopt-
ed when local institutions failed

—
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to meet the minimum enrol-
ment requirement of 60 stu-
dents. The arrangement, it said,
forced students — particularly
women —to travel long distanc-
es to hub institutions, facing
transport and safety concerns.
Host institutions also struggled
with inadeguate facilities to
handle the additional load.

Highlighting the financial
burden on economically disad-
vantaged students, the commis-
sion proposed subsidies for tab-
lets, dongles, and internet
packages, along with commu-
nity tech centres offering shared
digital resources. To improve
coordination and scheduling, it
also recommended introducing
a cloud-based scheduling plat-
form linked to academic calen-
dars and creation of regional
coordination hubs for realtime
communication.

The report underscored that
unless systemic issues-such as
the digital divide, trainer short-
ages, and logistical barriers-are
addressed, the impact of Naan
Mudhalvan would remain
unevern.



Health

Cancer care spending rising steadily under CM’s insurance scheme

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

Spending on cancer care
under the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment’s Chief Minis-
ter’s Comprehensive
Health Insurance Scheme
(CMCHIS) has steadily in-
creased over the years.
Health officials say the
amount spent on oncologi-
cal treatments — medical,
surgical, and radiation —
was T142 crore in 2023,
3147 crore in 2024, and T84
crore till August this year.
Coronary angioplasty
and dialysis lead the list of
procedures covered by the
CMCHIS. “Now, medical
oncology and radiation on-
cology are among the top

oo

When we consider
oncology as a whole,

at least 90%-95% of the
treatments are covered
under the CMCHIS.
Almost all surgeries
are covered.

D. SURESH KUMAR,
Professor of Surgical Oncology,

Tamil Nadu Government Multi
Super Speciality Hospital

10 packages to be covered
under the CMCHIS. Utilisa-
tion is increasing,” an offi-
cial said.

The CMCHIS has de-
tailed treatment protocols
for oncology. All are inter-

nationally approved proto-
cols, a senior official said,
adding, “Oncology is an
evolving field, and we add
treatments as required.
Treatments for a signifi-
cant number of patients
are met by the CMCHIS.”

Empanelled hospitals

Currently, 183 hospitals are
empanelled under the
CMCHIS for medical oncol-
ogy, 171 for surgical oncolo-
gy, and 52 for radiation on-
cology. Palliative
chemotherapy is the major
outgo in medical oncology,
while linear accelerator
and cobalt therapy are
available in radiation on-
cology. In 2022, the pack-
ages were updated. A few

Source: The Hindu, 07 October 2025, p. 6

drugs for immunotherapy
were also added, while
chemotherapy already has
wide coverage, officials
said.

D. Suresh Kumar, Pro-
fessor of Surgical Oncolo-
gy, Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment Multi Super
Speciality Hospital, said,
“We have packages from
conventional radiation the-
rapy to stereotactic radia-
tion therapy. All basic
drugs and a few targeted
therapies are covered.
When we consider oncolo-
gy as a whole, at least 90%-
95% of the treatments are
covered under the
CMCHIS. Almost all surger-
ies, including minimally in-
vasive surgeries, are co-

vered.” Giving an instance,
he said a specific injection
used as a targeted therapy
for breast cancer is co-
vered under the scheme.
“Patients need 18 injec-
tions a year. The cost of
each injection varies from
¥20,000 to ¥50,000” he
said.

Kalpana Balakrishnan,
chief executive officer and
medical director of Cancer
Institute (WIA), said the in-
stitute is one of the
CMCHIS’s top utilisers and
is recognised by the State
government on August 15
every year. “It is mostly
utilised to cover radiation
treatments, and to some
extent, surgery and medi-
cal oncology. The scheme

also covers paediatric
Bone Marrow Transplanta-
tion (BMT) and pays about
39 lakh- T12 lakh,” she said.

The CMCHIS comes into
play in paediatric oncology
for BMT, Rishab Bharad-
waj, Consultant, Paediatric
Haematology, Oncology,
Blood and Marrow Tran-
splantation, MGM Cancer
Institute, added. “In pa-
tients with blood cancers,
if the cancer relapses after
chemotherapy and radia-
tion, they will need BMT.
As a policy, the State go-
vernment supports the
treatment through the
CMCHIS. We have one or
two patients every month
who are covered under the
scheme for BMT. About ¥10

lakh is provided in the case
of fully matched donors
and 315 lakh in the case of
half-matched donors. This
is very beneficial for
them,” he said.

Palliative care

However, Dr. Kalpana Ba-
lakrishnan pointed out
that palliative care is not
covered. “Cancer is a jour-
ney from screening to pal-
liation.  Treatment-wise,
when nothing more can be
done for a patient, pallia-
tive care is essential,” she
said. Several private hospi-
tal doctors urged the go-
vernment to revise pack-
age rates in line with the
rising treatment cost and
inflation.

City gets digital platform for medical reports

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: All govt medical
colleges and hospitals have
been directed to abandon
the tradition of handwrit-
ten autopsy and injury re-
ports and start using the di-
gital platform developed by
National Informatics Cent-
re, Medico-Legal Examina-
tion and Postmortem Repor-
ting (MedLEaPR), from Fri-
day.

The digitalized system,
already in use in many sta-
tes, will be implemented on
a pilot basis to enforce acco-
untability and standardize
documentation.

Inadirectivetoalldeans,
director of medical Educa-
tion Dr R Suganthy Rajaku-
mari, who holds admini-

Reports, to be digitized
by the MedLEaPR
system, will include
medico-legal reports
for injury, age estima-
tion, sexual assault
cases, and post-mortem
reports, including

those for fetuses

strative control of govt me-
dicalcolleges and hospitals,
said the MedLEaPR module
shall be implemented as a
standalone systemon apilot
basis with an option to in-
tegrate it with Crime and
Criminal Tracking Net-
work and Systems (CCTNS)
onceitisready.

Source: The Times of India, 03 October 2025, p. 6

These reports include
medico-legal reports for in-
jury, age estimation, sexual
assault cases, and post-mor-
tem reports, including tho-
se for foetuses, as per Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal

Diagnostic Techniques
(Prohibition of Sex Selec-
tion) Act.

She directed deans to is-
sue necessary instructions
to faculty of forensic medi-
cinedepartmenttogenerate
andissueasigned hardcopy
of legal reports generated
throughthe MedLEaPR por-
talby Oct 3.

The centralized digital
platform improves transpa-
rency, efficiency, and acco-
untability in medico-legal
processes, according to Ra-
jiv Gandhi Government Ge-
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neral Hospital dean Dr K
Shantharam.

“It replaces traditional
reports, which are often
handwritten and someti-
mes illegible, with secure,
standardised, and digitally
signed documentation. In
today’s age, this is the best
way to report medico-legal
cases,” hesaid.

Authorized officials will
get real-time access to re-
ports, and police will recei-
ve alerts about reports via
SMS and emails.

A senior forensic expert
saiddigitally signedreports
make them legally defensib-
le.

“This improves coordi-
nation between health and
law enforcement agencies,”
said a senior doctor.



Heat triggers kidney disease
in TN farm workers: Study

THE STU DY Tamil Nadu was divided into five agro-climatic regions

Times NEws NETWORK

t least 5.31% of agricultural
workers in the state have per-
manent kidney damage, and
in half of them there are no
known causes such as diabe-
tes, long-standing hypertension, family
history or underlying disease, says a
study by Madras Medical College. Pro-
longed heat exposure and dehydration
may be driving the trend, says the study
published in the medical journal Lancet.

Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a
condition where the kidneys gradually
lose their ability to filter waste and ex-
cess fluids from the blood. The study was
initiated by the state govt to assess CKD
and chronic kidney disease of unknown
cause (CKDu) among agricultural work-
ers. Studies across the globe have re-
ported “hotspots” linked to occupational
heat stress, exposure to agrochemicals,
and environmental toxins among agri-
cultural workers.

The study, conducted between Aug
and Dec 2023 across 125 villages in five
agro-climatic zones, surveyed 3,350 work-
ers. “We did the tests for kidney function
in two phases—in Aug and again in Dec,”
said the study’s first and corresponding
author, Dr N Gopalakrishnan, a senior
nephrologist who leads the state organ
transplant network, Transtan. In phase
1, of the 3,350 participants, 584 (17.43%)
had deterioration in kidney function.
When the test was repeated three months
later, the percentage of people with poor
renal function dropped to 5.31%.

“Many people did not test positive for
poor renal function the second time be-
cause they were in the transient stage.
The kidneys suffered damage but recov-
ered soon. The disease was asympto-
matic in these patients. So, they must be
monitored intensely because they are at
risk of developing CKD. When heat lev-
els came down, the prevalence came
down too,” said Dr Gopalakrishnan.

Samples were drawn
from 30 adults in
each of 25 villages

PHASE 1

In 3,266
participants,
blood and urine
samples tested
normal; 50 samples

lysed; and 3
samples were not
provided

Of the
samples

tested, 2,674 were

normal, 584 showed
deteriorating
kidney function, and 8
participants were
diagnosed with chronic
kidney
disease (CKD)

Among 642

samples collected,
543 were tested

PR Of the 3,750 people
LIIrFRH approached, 3,350 agreed
i/t ] to participate

Of these, 174
individuals were
diagnosed with CKD-
89 had co-morbidities,
and 89 had CKDu
(chronic kidney
disease of unknown
etiology)

PHASE 2

The prevalence was highest in the 11
northeastern districts, including Chennai,
Tiruvallur, and Kancheepuram, followed
by 10 districts in the southern zone, where
heat stress was also greatest. The disease
was the least in the northwestern zone,
including the Nilgiris, where daily tem-
peratures were lowest. In all zones, preva-
lence dropped with along the temperature
in Dec.

Men, older adults, and those with hy-
pertension, anaemia, or longer outdoor
work hours faced a higher risk, the au-
thors said. Source of potable water, his-
tory of snake bite, history of Covid-19
infection and alcohol intake had no asso-
ciation with CKD prevalence. “While we
were able to establish heat as one of the

Source: The Times of India, 29 October 2025, p. 3

key sources, we cannot rule out risk from
other factors such as pesticides and water
sources,” said senior nephrologist Dr R
Sakthirajan from Madras Medical College.
In Namakkal, Salem, Dharmapuri, and
Krishnagiri the temperature wasn’t as
high as in the south. Yet, west and south
zones had 6.4% of people with poor kidney
function, compared to 7.6% in the north-
eastern zone, he said. “We don’'t know
what the other triggers are,” he added.
“We must find out if pesticides and
water play a role in kidney diseases,” Dr
Gopalakrishnan said. For now, the recom-
mendations to farm workers are: walk into
a shade after 45 minutes of work, drink
enough water, and use the restroom when
required, Dr Gopalakrishnan said.
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T.N. Health Department
pilots cancer screening
programme in 2 districts

Upon diagnosis, patients will be referred to higher health facilities for treatment; funded by JICA,

the initiative is piloted in Coimbatore, Ariyalur districts; it aims at improving early diagnosis rate

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

o strengthen early
T diagnosis of can-
cer, the Tamil Nadu

Health Department is pilot-
ing cancer screening pro-
grammes in two districts.
While screening for colo-
rectal cancer is under way
in Coimbatore district,
generalised cancer screen-
ing for women is being de-
signed for Ariyalur district.

Officials of the Tamil Na-
du Health Systems Project
said that the screening pro-
gramme had been taken
up by the department
jointly with the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation
Agency (JICA) and was
funded by JICA. This is part
of the Project for the Pre-
vention and Control of
Non-Communicable Dis-
eases in Tamil Nadu -
TNNCD (Oncology)
Project.

According to JICA’s new-
sletter, one of the project
components is to streng-
then early diagnosis of co-
lorectal cancer for patients
showing up with suspi-
cious signs and symptoms
at government health facil-
ities. “The process is on to
start the screening in Ari-
yalur. It will be a general-

ol

The programme is part of the Project for the Prevention and Control

—, i}

of Non-Communicable Diseases in Tamil Nadu. FILE PHOTO

ised screening for women,
focusing on cervical and
breast cancers. Training of
staff is in progress,” an offi-
cial said.

Confirmatory services

He added that through this
screening, they were creat-
ing a protocol to identify
cases at the primary level
and refer to a higher health
centre. “The Directorate of
Public Health and Preven-
tive Medicine takes care of
the preventive screenings.
If patients are identified in
these two pilot districts,
they will be routed to the
treatment facilities in the
government set-up. We
have an upcoming apex
centre at Karapettai where
huge infrastructure is be-

Source: The Hindu, 05 October 2025, p. S1

ing built for cancer care,”
he said.

Another official said that
screening was offered at all
levels. “In case of positive
findings during screening,
the confirmatory services
are provided at major go-
vernment hospitals, dis-
trict headquarters hospi-
tals or  government
medical college hospitals.
So, in Coimbatore, the con-
firmatory services will be
provided mainly at the Pol-
lachi government hospital
and Coimbatore Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pital, and in Ariyalur, the
services will be provided at
the Jeyamkondan govern-
ment hospital and Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pital, Ariyalur,” the official

TENVol. 11 Issue 10 | October 2025 | Page 49

said. Colonoscopy is the
confirmatory test for colo-
rectal cancer. Colposcopy
and mammography will be
the next level confirmatory
test for cervical cancer and
breast cancers respective-
ly, followed by biopsy of
suspicious lesions. On con-
firmation of disease in the
biopsy samples, they will
be referred for appropriate
staging workup and
treatment.

“We have Regional Can-
cer Centres at the Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pitals in Madurai,
Coimbatore, Thanjavur,
and Tirunelveli, and Go-
vernment Royapettah Hos-
pital in Chennai. All three
specialties of Surgical,
Medical and Radiation On-
cology are in place,” she
said. In Coimbatore, diag-
nosed patients are referred
to the medical college hos-
pital here for further treat-
ment, and in Ariyalur, they
are referred to Thanjavur
where all facilities, includ-
ing Linear Accelerator, are
available. The 750-bed
apex c centre at Karapettai
is coming up at Arignar An-
na Memorial Cancer Hospi-
tal. Regional and tertiary
cancer centres are being
strengthened, officials
said.



TN relaxes rules
to fill L472 health

inspector posts

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

¢ Chennai: Tofacilitate better
. public health services such
: asfood quality checks, disea-
: se outbreak surveys, and
: monsoon preparedness, the
¢ Tamil Nadu govt granted a
. one-time relaxation in age
* and qualification norms to
: fill 1,472 health inspector va-
: cancies. This will help in cor-
. porationsbeingbetter prepa-
: red for monsoon.

: The govt will now hire
. staff under grade-II postings
* who completed one-year he-
. alth inspector or sanitary in-
: spector courses, recoghized
. asequivalent to the two-year
: courses by the directorate of
. public health, to apply. The
: govtalso removed the cap on
¢ theupper-age limit for candi-
. dates as a one-time measure
: tofacilitate quicker hiring.

: Health department offici-
: als said health inspectors
. play a key role during the
: monsoon, helping in vector-
: controldisease outbreak out-
: reach, taking dip counts of
: mosquitoes, inspecting door-
i to-door breeding, and check-
: ing poor quality water or fo-
: od sold in roadside stalls.
¢ "Most of the vacancies in ur-
: ban corporations will be fil-
i led shortly," the official said.
According to a recent he-
: alth department GO, of the
i 1,472 vacancies, 43 have been
: set aside under the 3% reser-
: vation quota for meritorious
i sports persons, while 1,429
: will be filled through com-

ROLES OF HEALTH
INSPECTORS
0 ©

. |

&=
Food safety

Sanitation

2y
Waste
management

Disease
control
munal rotation, including 53
shortfall posts for SC and ST
candidates.

The decision follows the
Madras High Court directive
urging the govt to expedite
the recruitment process and
permit eligible applicants
with the one-year course to
participate. The court also
asked the state to consider
age relaxation requests and
conduct a competitive writ-
ten examination through
MRB.

The state approved
MRB’s proposal for the dis-
tribution of these vacancies
and allowed the inclusion of
the relaxation clauses in the
notification.

The Director of Public
Health and Preventive Medi-
cine has been tasked with
preparing the confidential
question bank for the writ-
ten examination, to be con-
ducted as a computer-based
test.

Water quality
Public health
enforcement

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2025, p. 6

National Centre of Ageing
gets new equipment worth
360 lakh, books for X3 lakh

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The National Centre of
Ageing (NCA), Guindy, has
procured new endoscopy,
dental, and ophthalmic in-
struments worth 60 lakh.
It has also purchased
books worth ¥3 lakh for the
library for postgraduate
students.

According to a press re-
lease, the NCA also con-
ducted a ‘Healthy Ageing’
camp to celebrate the In-
ternational Day of Older
Persons recently. A total of
1,377 people attended the
camp and were screened
for hypertension, diabetes,
obesity, and cancer. Labo-
ratory investigations and
ECG were also done, and
specialist opinion obtained
for selected patients.

The Centre also conducted a
‘Healthy Ageing’ camp recently.

Information, education,
and communication kiosks
on various health pro-
grammes, including Mak-
kalai Thedi Maruthuvam,
the National Blindness
Control Programme, and
National Mental Health
Programme, were in-
stalled.

The NCA, which was in-
augurated on February 25,
2024, has so far treated

Source: The Hindu, 04 October 2025, p. 2

3,80,594 elderly people in
the outpatient department
and 10,612 in-patients. It
provides daily outpatient
services and special facili-
ties, including comprehen-
sive geriatric assessment
and frailty clinics. It has 55
intensive care unit beds
and five modular theatres,
the release said.

Ma. Subramanian,
Health  Minister; Lalit
Wadhwa, Adviser (Cost)
and Joint Secretary (AB-
PM]JAY), Ministry of Health
and  Family  Welfare
(MOHFW); Alok Mathur,
Deputy Director-General
of Health Services,
MOHFW; and State nodal
officers of the National Pro-
gramme for the Health
Care of the Elderly from
Meghalaya and Telangana
participated.

T.N. gets 25% of all medical tourists visiting India: Minister

Ma. Subramanian

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu receives approxi-
mately 25% of all medical tou-
rists visiting India, and this
number is likely to increase
in the future, Health Minister
Ma. Subramanian said on
Friday.

Attributing the data to the
Tourism Department, Go-

Source: The Hindu, 18 October 2025, p. 5
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vernment of India, he said
that every year, the State re-
ceived 15 lakh people from
abroad for medical tourism.
He was speaking at the three-
day international medical
conference —Future of Medi-
cine 2.0 — organised by the
Tamil Nadu Dr. MGR Medical
University for the second
year.

He said the State had ad-

vanced equipment, such as
the robotic surgery unit at the
Tamil Nadu Government
Multi Super Speciality Hospi-
tal, Omandurar Estate.

Only Central institutes
such as the Jawaharlal Insti-
tute of Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research and
the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences, Delhi, and
about four to five private hos-
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pitals in the State had the fa-
cility, he said.

A total of 38 international
delegates from nine coun-
tries, including the United
States, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Australia, Singa-
pore, Qatar, and Sri Lanka,
are taking part in the confe-
rence. About 15,000 doctors
and students are
participating.



Environment

‘Floods not act of nature’: Experts
call for reforms in land, water use

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

AS thestate is bracing for the north-
east monsoon, experts have warned
that Chennai’s recurring floods are
not acts of nature but failures of
planning and governance.

At the ‘Tamil Nadu Land Use 2025
conference organised by the state
planning commission, top disaster
management officials, scientists,
and citizen groups called for urgent
reforms in the way land and water
are managed, emphasising that un-
planned urbanisation and policy si-
los have tur ned natural hazards into
man-made disasters.

V Thiruppugazh, chairman of the
Advisory Committee for Mitigation
of Floods in Chennai, set the tone
with a blunt assessment. “Disasters
are not acts of nature. They are bru-
tal audits of our development choic-
es.” Drawing from three decades in
disaster management, he said every
calamity reveals fractures created
by human neglect. “In 2019, Chennai
was on the brink of ‘Day Zero,” and
vet we saw devastating floods in 2015,
2021, and 2023, he said.

Thiruppugazh identified three
fractures that have deepened Chen-
nai’s vulnerability — unplanned de-
velopment, fragmented governance,
and neglect of the natural character
of land and water. “When we ignore

Chennaiduring the 2021 floods | mepmc

the natural character of the land, we
preregister for a future disaster. Wa-
ter doesn’t encroach during floods, it
is simply reclaiming what we stole
from it,” he remarked.

While the government is finalis-
ing a flood mitigation plan for Chen-
nai, the session spotlighted citizen-
led examples of how communities
are restoring the city’s lost water re-
silience. Sunil Jayaram, co-founder
of Chitlapakkam Rising, narrated
how residents revived the Chitlapa-
kkam lake after decades of neglect.
“The2015flood and the 2016 drought
were our wake up calls,” he said.
Once a garbage dump, the lake was
reclaimed through community au-

Source: The New Indian Express, 07 October 2025, p. 5

dits, public mobilisation, and col-
laboration with the Water Resources
Department (WRD).

A case study presented on Sem-
bakkam lake, part of the Pallikara-
nai marshland cascade, illustrated
the magnitude of Chennai's chal-
lenge. The lake receives 8 million li-
tres of sewage daily, lacks a proper
drainage network, and sits at the
confluence of three municipal
boundaries. Researchers from IIT
Madras and The Nature Conservan-
cv found that decades of siltation
and unscientific dredging had dis-
torted the lake's shape, reducing its
storage capacity and groundwater
recharge potential.

Tidal nursery opens in Pichavaram; first-of-its-kind in India

Oppili.p@timesofindia.com

rates once transplanted.

Chennai:InafirstforIndia,
the Pichavaram Mangrove
Forest has launched a tidal
nursery—a pioneering mo-
del that harnesses natural
tidal flows to raise hardier
mangrove saplings with
survival rates of upto95%.
State forest secretary Su-
priya Sahu said that unlike
conventional nurseries that
depend on a short seed col-
lection season and freshwa-
ter treatment before plan-
ting, the tidal nursery enab-
les year-round production
of resilient saplings. “Deve-
loped by the forest depart-
ment and fully supported by
the Green Tamil Nadu Mis-
sion, the method places se-
edlings on floating plat-

PRESERVING ECOSYSTEMS: About three lakh seedlings of fur

species are being raised in the floating nursery

forms in tidal waters for six
toeight months,” she said.
This exposure helps the
saplings adapt naturally to
salinity, water movement,
temperature variations,

Source: The Times of India, 01 October 2025, p. 6

and tidal fluctuations. Offi-
cials explained that the pro-
cess significantly streng-
thens the seedlings, making
them sturdier with thicker
stems and higher survival

Currently, about three
lakh seedlings of four speci-
es—Avicennia marina, Av-
icennia officinalis, Rhizop-
hora mucronata, and Rhi-
zophora apiculata—are be-
ing raised in the floating
nursery. The initiative also
records the participation of
the Kalaignar Nagar Village
Mangrove Council, along
with frontline staff who are
actively involved in nurtu-
ring and protecting the
plants.

One of the major bre-
akthroughs of the model is
its high success rate. Forest
officials revealed that seed-
lings hardened in tidal con-
ditions achieve a survival
rate of nearly 95%, vastly
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outperforming traditional
nursery-grown plants.

Experts underline the
importance of mangroves
in acting as natural shields
against coastal erosion, sea-
levelrise, and cyclones, whi-
le hosting diverse marine
and bird life. With 13 true
mangrove species found in
Pichavaram alone, large-
scale restoration is expec-
ted to benefit enormously
from this sustainable mo-
del.

“The tidal nursery is not
justaboutraising plants—it
is about ensuring resilien-
ce,” said forestofficials, who
expect the success at Picha-
varam to inspire similar ef-
forts in other places across
India’s coastline.




TN. sanctions 1 cr. for conservation of
four less-known endangered species

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has sanctioned 31
crore for the conservation
of four less-known endan-
gered species: the lion-
tailed macaque, Madras
hedgehog, striped hyena,
and hump-headed
mahseer.

The Government Order
(G.0.), issued in this regard
on September 29, follows
an announcement made
by the Minister for Forests
and Khadi during the Le-
gislative Assembly session
in March 2025.

Wider coverage

The initiative is part of the
State’s efforts to expand
biodiversity conservation
efforts beyond popular
species such as elephants
and tigers, focusing instead
on species that play impor-
tant ecological roles but
have received limited at-
tention, an official release
said.

Under the scheme,

. -

Protected species: The lion-tailed macaque, Madras hedgehog,
and striped hyena. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

748.5 lakh has been allocat-
ed to the lion-tailed ma-
caque, an endangered pri-
mate endemic to the
Western Ghats that sur-
vives in fragmented rain-
forest patches.

The Madras hedgehog, a
nocturnal and little-stu-
died mammal found in se-
mi-arid landscapes of Ta-
mil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
and Kerala, will receive
720.5 lakh.

The  near-threatened
striped hyena, a scavenger
species facing population

Source: The Hindu, 04 October 2025, p. 6

declines in areas such as
the Mudumalai Tiger Re-
serve, has been allocated
T14 lakh.

Hump-headed mahseer
Hump-headed mahseer, a
critically endangered fish,
once abundant in the
Moyar but now affected by
dam construction, over-
fishing, pollution, and in-
vasive species, will be sup-
ported with 17 lakh.

The release said the
funds will be used for activ-
ities including habitat

These efforts are
expected to generate
baseline data on
species population
and habitat quality,
helping to inform
future conservation
measures

monitoring, long-term
population studies, ecolog-
ical surveys, and conserva-

tion breeding
programmes.
Specific interventions

include the installation of
canopy bridges to improve
forest connectivity for the
lion-tailed macaque, com-
munity awareness and
education campaigns,
training for frontline forest
staff, and in situ culture
and restocking pro-
grammes aimed at reviving
mahseer populations.
These efforts are expected
to generate baseline data
on species population and
habitat quality, helping to
inform future conservation
measures.

Arctic tern makes pit stop in Puthalam on 70,000km trip between north & south poles

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

BRINGING much joy to the
birders’ community, two spe-
cies of terns have been spotted
at the Puthalam saltpans in
Kanniyakumari. This is said to
be the first time these seabirds
have been found in Tamil
Nadu. The birds — an Arctic
tern (Sterna paradisaea) and a
white-cheeked tern (Sterna re-
pressa) — were spotted on Sep-
tember 13 and 14, respectively,
and subsequently, the birders
listed their discovery on the
eBird platform.

Anand Shibu, an independ-
ent bird researcher, made the

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 October 2025, p. 4

first-ever sighting of the Arctic
tern in the state.

This bird is famous for the
longest migration in the ani-
mal kingdom, nearly 70,000 km
annually between the Arctic
and the Antarctic.

The very next day, when
Anand revisited the site along
with fellow birder Bagavathi
Balasubramanian, to check the
presence of the bird, the duo
was in for a surprise and
treat. Both founda white-  _
cheeked tern, another
firstever sighting in Tamil
Nadu

“I spotted the Arctic tern for
one hour during the evening,
and after dark, I left the place.1

A

-~

on Sptember 13 and
14 | expRESS

went to see the bird again the
next day However, we spotted a
white-cheeked tern, which was
sitting along with hundreds of
common terns and crested
terns. So far there have only
been four sightings of Arctic
terns across the country The
first time it was in Ladakh in
1990, and after a 34-year gap, it
was spotted in Mumbai and
Kerala last year The sightings
in Puthalam is thefifth such in-
stance in the country.

Unlike the Arctic tern, the
white-cheeked tern inhabits
the tropical and subtropical
coasts of the Red Sea, the Per-
sian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, and
the Indian Ocean.
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“We have also recorded two
other rare and near-threatened
species - the red knot and the
red-necked stint - in the same
area, marking their first sight-
ings in the Kanniyakumari dis-
trict in August,” said Anand
Shibu who has been monitor-
ing the Puthalam regularly
since 2022,

The red knot (Calidris canu-
tus) is a shorebird which breeds
in tundra and the Arcticmoun-
tains, whereas the red-necked
stint is a small migratory wad-
er also of Arcticorigins.

“These discoveries highlight
the importance of Puthalam
and its mudflats as a stopover
site, where migratory birdsrest

andfeed during longjourneys,”
he added. According to them,
with 224 bird species recorded
so far, Puthalam is not just a
stopover site butalso an impor-
tant winter feeding and roost-
ing ground for waders arriving
from distant lands.

“There is an urgent need for
conservation of this critical
site, which is threatened by un-
checked garbage disposal by
the civic body, as waste gets de-
posited in the saltpans due to
winds and development pres-
sures. Protecting such sites is
crucial for the survival of mi-
gratory species that connect
continents with their incredi-
ble journeys,” said Anand.



AT 3,170, TN WILD JUMBO TALLY SEES MINOR RISE

Population density remains consistent at 0.35 to 0.37 per sg km; govt now focusing on improving habitat quality

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

HE state’s wild elephant

population has recorded a

modest yvet steady increase,

with the latest Synchro-

nized Elephant Population

Estimation (SEPE) 2025 re-
cording 3,170 elephants, up from
3,063 last yvear. The state’s ele-
phant population density is esti-
mated at 0.35 to 0.37 elephants
per square kilometre — consist-
ent with earlier surveys con-
ducted in 2010, 2017, 2023, and
2024.

According to the report, the
Nilgiris and Coimbatore ele-
phant reserves continue to sup-
port the highest densities in the
state. Within these reserves, six
forest divisions — Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve (Udhagai and
Masinagudi ranges), Gudalur,
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve
(Hassanur and Sathyaman-
galam ranges), Hosur, and Coim-
batore — harbour a substantial
proportion of the population.
Together; these contiguous habi-
tats sustain an estimated 2,450
elephants, accounting for 70-
B0% of Tamil Nadu’s total
population.

This population forms part of
the Nilgiri-Eastern Ghats land-
scape, one of the largest contigu-
ous elephant ranges in Asia, ex-
tending into neighbouring

Source: The New Indian Express, 08 October 2025, p. 2
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Karnataka and Kerala. The re-
port notes that minor fluctua-
tions in elephant numbers be-
tween years are expected, as

elephants migrate across states
in response to seasonal varia-
tions in rain, water, and fodder

availability.

A key methodological aspect
highlighted in the report con-
cerns the dung decay rate, a crit-
ical factor in estimating ele-
phant density through the
indirect dung-count method.
The study cautions that apply-
ing a single decay rate (0.0097
dung piles/day) derived from
Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary
to all forest divisions may intro-
duce errors due to regional and
seasonal variations. It recom-
mends division-wise dung decay
studies to improve accuracy in
future estimates.

The demographic analysis of
the elephant population shows a
healthy, adult-dominated struc-
ture, with 44% of individuals be-
ing adults, consistent with the
species’ long lifespan and slow
reproductive rate. The sex ratio
stands at 1 male to 1.77 females,
comparable to figures from Ker-
alaand Karnataka. This is a no-
table improvement from earlier
decades, when selective poach-
ing of tuskers had led to a se-
verely skewed ratio, said chief
wildlife warden Rakesh Kumar
Dogra.

However, variations in sex ra-
tios across divisions persist,
likely influenced by habitat
quality, food availability, and the
intensity of human-elephant
conflict. Differences observed
between the 2024 and 2025 esti-

mates may also reflect limited
survey duration, seasonal bias-
es, and detection variability be-
tween sexes. The report recom-
mends long-term monitoring
using individual identification
methods to validate sex ratio
data and gain a deeper under-
standing of demographic
trends.

Supriva Sahu, additional
chief secretary, Environment,
Forests and Climate Change,
said the government has taken
enormous efforts in the area of
elephant conservation, and the
results are there for evervone to
see. “We are now focusing on im-
proving the elephant habitat
quality, for which the work has
already commenced, connecting
the fragmented corridors and
mitigating the conflict. We plan
to launch an elephant alliance
and a dedicated website where a
centralised database of all key
endangered species will be
maintained.”

The survey also reveals that
most herds in Tamil Nadu com-
prise small groups, aligning
with ecological patterns ob-
served across Asian elephant
ranges. Dense forests and frag-
mented habitats tend to support
smaller, family-based groups,
while frequent human-elephant
interactions often disrupt larger
social units, experts said.

Migratory birds reach Pallikaranai early this year

Oppili.p@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The annual bird
migration season, which
generally begins around
Octandcontinuestill April,
has taken flight early this
year. Four White Wagtails
were sighted in the second
week of Oct,nearlyamonth
before their usual schedule,
while the Citrine Wagtail
also made an early appea-
rance. The Garganey, the
first migratory duck to re-
ach Pallikaranai this sea-
son, signals the imminent
influx of large flocks of wa-
terfowl in the coming we-
eks.

Chennai district forest
officer V A Saravanan said
the Sept census revealed
more than 14,000 individual

WINGED VISITORS: White Wagtails were sighted in the second
week of Oct, nearly a month before their usual schedule

KV RK Thirunaranan

birds representing 97 speci-
es, reaffirming Pallikara-
nai’svital role asamigrato-
ry hub. Migration patterns
for key species have largely
remained steady — the
Western Yellow Wagtail ar-
rived in early Sept, and the
Grey-headed Lapwing follo-

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2025, p. 4
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wed in the first week of Oct,
reflecting historical trends.

Intermittent southwest
monsoon showers appear
to have altered the migrato-
ry calendar, with the first
winged visitors arriving as
early as July, nearly two
months ahead of schedule,

say theresearchers. For the
past 15 years, The Nature
Trust, in association with
thestate forest department,
has been meticulously
tracking migratory and re-
sident bird populations
across Chennai’s wetlands,
particularly the Pallikara-
nai Marshlands — one of
the last remaining urban
marshes in the state.
According to field re-
cords, waders were the first
to arrive this season, with
Common Sandpiper and
Wood Sandpiper spotted
duringthelast week of July.
Among the most remarkab-
le sightings was the Long-
toed Stint, a very rare speci-
es, recorded in Aug this ye-
ar. With steady monitoring
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and documentation, both
the forest department
along with NGOs continue
to highlight the ecological
significance of Chennai’s
wetlands, which serve as
crucial resting and feeding
grounds for migratory
birds navigating global fly-
ways.

Conservationists  say
this early migration under-
scores the delicate balance
between climate patterns
and avian behaviour in the
region. Former deputy di-
rector of Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) S
Balachandran said a detai-
led study needed to betaken
up on the early arrival of
birds to Pallikaranai
marshland.



MSSRF’s mobile app wins
IUCN conservation award

One of the features, the No-Fishing Zone Alert system, uses geolocation technology to notify fishers

when they approach notified nesting sites. To date, the alert has been triggered over 7000 times

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

eastern coast, an invis-

ible line separates ma-
rine conservation from
economic hardship. Cross
that line, even unintention-
ally, and a fishing family
faces legal penalties, or
worse, could lose a boat.

That line is now becom-
ing harder to cross, thanks
to a mobile phone app de-
signed by the M.S. Swami-
nathan Research Founda-
tion (MSSRF). Recently, the
app — Fisher Friend Mobile
Application - won the
Tech4Nature Award at the
IUCN World Conservation
Congress in Abu Dhabi, for
its role in protecting the
endangered Olive Ridley
turtles while also support-
ing the communities that
live off the sea.

One of the app’s most
impactful features is the
No-Fishing Zone Alert sys-
tem, which uses geoloca-
tion technology to notify
fishers in real time when
they approach notified
nesting sites. These zones
are critical for the turtles,
which migrate in millions
each year to nest on the
Odisha coast. Seasonal
fishing bans between No-
vember and May are meant
to protect them, but the
lack of visible boundaries
has led to countless acci-
dental violations.

“Fishers cannot see
these boundaries with

l n the waters off India’s

L

Timely alert: The Fisher Friend Mobile Application won the award

P,

forits role in protecting the endangered Olive Ridley turtles while
also supporting the communities that live off the sea. FILEPHOTO

their eyes,” says Velvizhi S.,
Area Director of MSSRF’s
Coastal and Marine Re-
sources Programme. “The
No-Fishing Zone Alert
transforms invisible legal
boundaries into real-time
notifications that fishers
can understand and act
upon immediately. This
protects the turtles while
preventing fishers from
facing penalties,” adds Ms.
Velvizhi.

The feature was co-de-
veloped with Odisha’s
Fisheries department, in-
corporating feedback from
fishing communities and
built specifically to func-
tion offline as it is essential
for boats that often operate
without mobile network
coverage. The system uses
geo-fencing to mark four
key conservation zones, in-
cluding the Gahirmatha
Marine Wildlife Sanctuary
and three river mouths.
When a boat crosses with-
in 200 metres of any of
these areas, the app sends
an automatic warning.

Source: The Hindu, 14 October 2025, p. 5

To date, the alert has
been triggered over 7,000
times, likely preventing
thousands of incursions in-
to protected habitats.

Aftermath of tsunami
The Fisher Friend app was
first developed in the after-
math of the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami, with sup-
port from Qualcomm and
the Indian National Centre
for Ocean Information Ser-
vices (INCOIS). Originally, a
tool for sharing weather
and ocean information, it
has evolved through 54 it-
erations, shaped by con-
stant feedback from fishers
themselves.

Today, the app serves
around 1,22,000 registered
users across nine coastal
states and one union terri-
tory, offering services in
nine Indian languages. It
provides real-time infor-
mation about weather con-
ditions, fishing zones, dis-
aster alerts, and
government schemes. It
helps fishers navigate ha-

zards, such as rocks, sun-
ken ships and coral reefs.

“Fishermen in Tamil Na-
du, Puducherry and And-
hra Pradesh are using the
mobile app to navigate
danger zones,” says Ms.Vel-
vizhi.

Global impact

Soumya  Swaminathan,
Chairperson of MSSRF, de-
scribes the app as a model
of collaboration and parti-
cipatory development. “It
has evolved over the last
12-13 years. Many of the
updates are shaped direct-
ly by inputs from fisher-
folk,” she says.

Ms. Velvizhi notes that
while there is a common
perception that fishing
communities are hesitant
to adopt technology, they
adopt it readily when it
meets their real needs, es-
pecially when local know-
ledge is respected and inte-
grated into the design.

With global recognition
now behind it, MSSRF
hopes to expand the appli-
cation’s model to other
coastal regions in partner-
ship with organisations like
IUCN. The team plans to
extend its efforts towards
conservation of dugongs.

“Fishers are now asking
for more granular ocean
information, such as mi-
croclimate data. We're ex-
ploring ways to scale this
up across South Asian
countries and apply Al to
better analyse data,” says
Dr. Soumya Swaminathan.
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Pics: K V RK Thirunaranan

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

igratory birds have

started arriving in

Chennai and its

neighbourhood but

this season it seems
like they’re taking a new route.
Instead of their usual first stop
at the Pallikaranai marshland,
birders say, thousands of birds
are flocking to Kovalam creek
and Nemmeli. They say this is
because there is less human in-
terference, and abundant food
sources and water at Kovalam
and Nemmeli compared to Pal-
likaranai now.

At Pallikaranai, for instance,
overgrowth of Typha grass pre-
vents the natural flow of soil
from the marsh into the sea, lead-
ingto siltation and the hardening
of the soil. Since migratory wad-
ers depend on soft soil to peck

and insects,

worms -

abandon
the area once
the substrate
becomes unsuit-
able. The tall grass
also obstructs feed-
ing and nesting. Human
interference has also re-
duced tidal action at Pallikara-
nai, which now occurs only
through Oggiyam Maduvu, a
small connecting channel.

Changing water levels, soil
structure and tidal action, and
overgrown vegetation drive birds
to look for better environments,
said ornithologist and former
deputy director of Bombay Natu-
ral History Society (BNHS) S
Balachandran.

The slow disappearance of
the red-wattled lapwing from Pal-
likaranai also points to habitat

-
Lo

Source: The Times of India, 11 October 2025, p. 2
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MIGRATORY BIRDS CHANGE
OCK TO KOVALAM

Birds Seem To Be Ditching A Degrading Pallikaranai

tion, says Bal-
achandran. A
few decades ago,
thousands of these birds
could be seen across the marsh,
but their numbers have dwindled
drastically under pressure from
human-induced alterations.
The Kovalam creek, on the
other hand, remains largely un-
touched. A natural, undisturbed
habitat where tidal action contin-
ues unhindered. During high
tide, nutrient-rich waters enter
the creek, replenishing the food
supply and maintaining
@}5‘1 ideal foraging conditions.
( J Seasoned bird watch-
o

Thiruporur

Marshland For Greener, Quieter Wetlands

Nemmeli

er K VR K Thirunaranan, who
has been monitoring birdlife in
Pallikaranai for 15 years, says
the Kovalam and Nemmeli wet-
lands now offer the peace, space,
and ecological balance that mi-
gratory species require. With
continued protection and mini-
mal disturbance, these wetlands
could remain vital stopovers for
thousands of migratory birds
traversing the eastern coast
each year.
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Pallikanai
marshland
T

More than 8,000 birds
have already gathered
in Pallikaranai
marshland, Kovalam
and Nemmeli this
season

-V A Saravanan,
District forest officer




Nagamalai hillock in Erode is TN’s 4" Biodiversity Heritage Site

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

THE state government has noti-
fied Nagamalai hillock in Erode
district as a Biodiversity Herit-
age Site (BHS) under Section
37(1) of the Biological Diversity
Act, 2002. The declaration, is-
sued through a Government Or-
der by the Environment, Cli-
mate Change and Forest
Department, marks the recog-
nition of Nagamalai as a site of
exceptional biological richness
and heritage value —the fourth
such site in Tamil Nadu.
Spread over 32.22 hectares in
Elathur town panchayat of
Nambivur taluk, the hillock
comprises a mosaic of dry de-
ciduous, thorny and scrub for-
ests interspersed with grass-
lands, supporting a rich
diversity of flora and fauna. It

Source: The New Indian Express, 09 October 2025, p. 4

also holds cultural significance
as part of traditional worship
practices in the region.
According to the Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board, which pro-
posed the notification, the site
hosts 138 plant species across 48
families, 118 bird species (in-
cluding 30 migratory ones), sev-
en mammals, 11 reptiles, five
spiders and 71 insects. Notable

Nagamalai hillock hosts 118 bird species including migratory ones | exeress

b-ai

birds include the Greater spot-
ted eagle, Pallid harrier, and
Bonelli's eagle — allconsidered
flagship raptors of conserva-
tion significance. Deepak
Venkatachalam, founder of
Suzhal Arivom, who was part
of the team that proposed the
site, told TNIE that Bonelli’s ea-
gle has been seen here for the
past 10 years. Beyond its biodi-

versity, the hillock carries ar-
chaeological and historical val-
ue. Evidence of Iron Age cairn
circles, rock shelters, and an-
cientartefacts indicates prehis-
toric human activity in the re-
gion. A 700-year-old stone
sculpture of Hanuman points
to the site’s long-standing spir-
itual and heritage value.

The declaration follows a se-
ries of official recommenda-
tions. The Erode collector for-
warded the proposal after the
Elathur town panchavat coun-
cil passed a resolution in Janu-
ary this year supporting the
declaration. The move
was endorsed by
the Principal
Chief Con-
servator of
Forests and
the member

secretary of the Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board, citing the
site’scritical habitat and role as
a breeding ground for migrato-
ry species.

Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, clarified that
the Biodiversity Heritage Site
designation will not impose any
restrictions on the ongoing or
future development activities
in the surrounding areas.

There will also be no buffer
or eco-sensitive zone linked to
the site. “Tradi-

tional rights and

practices of lo-

cal communities
will remain unaf-
fected, and the em-
phasis will be on
voluntary,community-
driven conservation,”
she said.

A

CM opens mahout village in Kozhikamuthi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Coimbatore

TAMIL Nadu’s second mahout vil-
lage was inaugurated by Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin at the Kozhikamuthi
tribal settlement near Topslip in An-
amalai Tiger Reserve through video
conference from Chennai on Mon-
day A total of 47 concrete houses
have been constructed for mahouts
and kavadis at a cost of F5.40 crore.
The first mahout village was opened
by the CM at the Theppakadu ele-
phant camp on May 13 this vear
The CM lauded the dedicated ef-
forts of mahout and kavadis in pro-
tecting and maintaining the health
of elephants round the clock. The
Kozhikamuthi elephant camp is the

The quarters of mahout and kavadies at the
Kozhikamuthi elephant camp | express

oldest in Tamil Nadu. Tribal people
have been living in Kozhikamuthi
for generations. Currently they are
taking care of 24 elephants. The CM
also issued appointment orders to
six kavadis. Meanwhile, entry to
tourists visiting the elephant camp

Source: The New Indian Express, 07 October 2025, p. 7

on safari vehicles is set to resume as
the upgradation works are over. A
viewing gallery and footpath for vis-
itors have also been set up.

The mahout quarters and upgrad-
ed elephant camp have been provid-
ed with a first-of-its-kind battery en-
ergy storage system-based microgrid
solar system. It will ensure uninter-
rupted green energy to the elephant
camp and 47 newly built quarters.
Even amidst rains and clouds, the
system can provide power for two
continuous days. The government
has changed the norms for recruit-
ing kavadies to give tribals tradition-
ally engaged in elephant conserva-
tion at gover nment-owned elephant
camps more preference.
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Policy change to boost investment sparks ecological concerns

TN relaxes coastal aquifer
rules for white industries

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

THE state government has
amended development regula-
tions for sensitive aquifer re-
charge zones along Chennai’s
coast to make way for the estab-
lishment of “white industries™
in areas where previously only
small-scale developments, in-
cluding cottage industries, were
permitted, according to a gov-
ernment order issued by hous-
ing and urban development de-
partment in this regard.

White industries are those in-
dustries or business activities
that have negligible or no ad-
verse impact on the environ-
ment. Earlier rules limited con-
struction in these zones to
non-high-rise buildings up to
nine metres, including residen-
tial units, consulting offices (not
exceeding 40 sq m), schools (not
exceeding 100sg m in floor area
and G+1 floors in height), petty
shops (not exceeding 40 sq m),
parks, cottage industries (with
number of workers not exceed-
ing eight and electric machiner-
ies not exceeding five HP), stor-
age facilities, hostels (not

exceeding 500 sq m in floor area
and G+1 floors in height), as-
sembly halls, transport depots
and public utility buildings.

The revised framework has
now expanded permissible ac-
tivity to include low-pollution
industries such as bicyele as-
sembly, biofertiliser and bio-
pesticide units (without inor-
ganic chemicals), cotton and
woollen hosiery, light engineer-
ing and fabrication workshops,
leather cutting and stitching, ve-
hicle serap collection, finished
leather goods and used cooking
oil collection centres.

There are 609 industries
which are categorised as “white
industries”. While the govern-
ment has framed the policy
change as part of its industrial
facilitation agenda, environ-
mentalists have raised red flags.
“There should be no develop-
ment in this fragile zone, which
successive governments have
already chipped away,” said en-
vironmental activist Nitvanand
Jayaraman. “Further relaxing
aquifer protection rules could
pose a serious ecological threat.
This would result in further sea

water intrusion making
the groundwater unus-
able fordrinking, irriga-
tion and industrial
purposes.”

Asg per the Tamil Nadu Com-
bined Development and Build-
ing Rules, 2019, the areas which
have good aquifers and recharge
potential have been declared as
aquifer recharge areas, which
serve as oneof the major sourc-
es for city water supply and have
been declared as restricted for
development. Villages covered
in the aquifer recharge area are
Kottivakkam, Palavakkam,
Neelankarai, Okkiamthuraipa-
kkam, Injambakkam, Karapa-
kkam, Sholinganallur, Uthandi.
These villages are located in
southern part of Chennai.

KP Subramanian, former pro-
fessor of urban engineering at
Anna University, said, “Permit-
ting white industries in aquifer
recharge areas will have an ad-
verse impact on the groundwa-
ter augmentation.”

In May, the government ex-
empted the ‘white category” in-
dustries from obtaining clear-
ance from the pollution control
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study by the Centre

for Urbanization, Build-

ings & Environment (CUBE)
found that the no-development
zone between Thiruvanmiyur
and Uthandi has shrunk by
nearly 250 acres — from 1,739
acres in 2011 to 1495 acres in
2019. This, coupled with rising
construction activity, has al-
ready begun to undermine
groundwater recharge capacity.
CUBE warns that continued
conversion of open and agricul-
tural land into built-up areas
could lower groundwater levels
and accelerate sea water intru-
sion, threatening freshwater
availability in coastal aguifers.

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 October 2025, p. 2

Australia keen on partnering with T.N. for water management solutions’

——
-

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Australian govern-
ment is keen to forge part-
nerships with Tamil Nadu,
specifically Chennai, and
share its expertise and in-
novative technologies
through commercial and
institutional collaborations
for better water manage-
ment, said Karlene May-
wald, South Australian Wa-
ter Ambassador,
Department for Environ-
ment and Water, Govern-
ment of South Australia,
here on Friday.

In an interview to The
Hindu, she highlighted
Australia’s vast experience
in tackling various chal-
lenges from scarce rainfall
to floods. “We want to

share with Tamil Nadu,
and Chennai in particular,
the expertise that comes
with understanding the
complexities of water man-
agement. We aim to show-
case innovative and affor-
dable technologies for
water systems to ensure a
healthy drinking water
supply,” she said.

Ms. Maywald accompa-
nied an Australian delega-
tion that visited Chennai
on Friday to explore part-
nerships with the Tamil
Nadu water industry. The
visit was organised by the
Australian Trade and In-
vestment Commission un-
der the Australian govern-
ment’s Australia India
Business Exchange Pro-
gramme and supported by
the Department of State

Development, Govern-
ment of South Australia.
Elaborating on the dele-
gation’s meeting with in-
dustry stakeholders and
government agencies, she
said the visit aimed to
showcase technologies in
various areas, including
storm-water drain (SWD)
management with artifi-
cial-intelligence driven so-
lutions, water and sewer
pipeline condition assess-
ment technologies, and in-
novative approaches to
rainwater collection.

Detecting blockages

“For instance, we have sen-
sors to measure water le-
vels in SWDs and detect
blockages for better flood
management. There are
companies offering pipe-

Source: The Hindu, 18 October 2025, p. 8
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line condition assessment
solutions and advanced
technologies for water
quality analysis. Data col-
lection and its use for deci-
sion-making is another
area of expertise,” she said.

Australia also has signifi-
cant expertise in using re-

We don’t have all the
answers (o all problems.
But we have a journey
and experience that may
enable India to meet
challenges in water
management and
climate change

KARLENE MAYWALD
South Australian Water
Ambassador

claimed water across sec-
tors and building resilient
cities through circular eco-
nomy practices. Noting
that Australia’s water man-
agement journey has yield-
ed many lessons, Ms. May-
wald said: “We have much
to share on a government-
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to-government level and
with utilities. Both govern-
ments are focused on
strengthening bilateral re-
lations  through trade.
Another trade agreement
— Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Cooperation Agree-
ment — currently under
negotiation will further en-
hance opportunities for In-
dian and Australian busi-
nesses.”

On the similarities bet-
ween the two countries on
water challenges, she said:
“Australia’s landscapes and
weather patterns have
created opportunities to
develop innovative water
management technologies.
We want to share technolo-
gies and knowledge rele-
vant to Tamil Nadu and its
cities for managing water

resources and infrastruc-
ture.”

While the delegation’s
visit focused on building
trade relations to imple-
ment innovative solutions
in the State, the Australian
government is also keen on
capacity-building through
accredited course for wa-
ter operators. Highlighting
the need to address cli-
mate change within the In-
dian context, Ms. Maywald
added: “We don’t have all
the answers to all pro-
blems. But we have a jour-
ney and experience that
may enable India to meet
challenges in water man-
agement and climate
change. Collaboration with
India will also help Austra-
lia to scale up its innova-
tions.”



Elite force to patrol city coast
from Oct-end to protect turtles

Ramesh Shankar R

oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A elite marine for-
ce, the city’s first specialized
unit to protect its fragile co-
astline and nesting sea turt-
les, will be launched by the
end of thismonth.

The force will patrol the
coastline from Muttukadu in
the south to Ennore in the
north, with a special focus on
preventing illegal trawler
operations within five nauti-
calmilesof theshore. Thiszo-
ne is legally protected to en-
sure safe breeding habitats
formarinelife, especially Oli-
ve Ridley sea turtles.

Equipped with three pat-
rol vessels, including a high-
speed craft and two 20-seater
boats to transport violators,
the unit will crack down on
fishing practices that threa-
ten marine species. “The for-
ce has been formed to provide

round-the-clock protection
during critical months of
turtle mating and nesting,” a
senior forest official said.
From Nov, sea turtles be-
gintheirmating innearshore
waters, with nesting peaking
by Dec and Jan. While Chen-
nai hosts solitary nesters, In-
dia’s mass nesting sites for
Olive Ridleys are limited to
Qdisha’s Gahirmatha, Rushi-
kulya, and Devi river mouth.

Source: The Times of India, 06 October 2025, p. 6

Ramyasre.N@timesofindia.com

Globally,
nestingisseenonly in Mexico
and Costa Rica.

The move to set up the eli-
te patrol comes in the wake of
turtle deaths last season.
Postmortem revealed drow-
ning as the cause, linked to
trawlers operating illegally
intherestricted zone..

Conservationists believe
the new force could be a tur-
ning point.

3 VESSELS READY: They will patrol Muttukadu- Ennore coastllne

such large-scale

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAL ranged from 190 to 332.
However, Poovulagin Nan-
Environmental organisa-  bargal said the actual pol-

tion Poovulagin Nanbargal
has called for a review of
how air pollution is mea-
sured in Tamil Nadu, alleg-

ing that the

ods understate the real
impact of firecracker emis-

sions during

According to the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control
Board (TNPCB), Chennai’s
Air Quality Index (AQI) bet-

ween 6 a.m.

current meth-

and 6 a.m. on October 21

lution levels were far high-
er, as private monitoring
apps showed readings of
up to 993 AQI in parts of
the city on Deepavali night.

“TNPCB's data on air pollution
underplays impact of crackers’

kam, where the 24-hour av-
erage was 332 AQI, the real-
time level between 8 p.m.
and 11 p.m. could have ex-
ceeded 800 AQL” the or-
ganisation said.

It added that the TNPCB
monitors cannot record le-
vels above 500 AQI, mak-

The group criticised the  ing it impossible to know
TNPCB’s use of 24-hour av-  how bad air quality truly
Deepavali. erages, saying this con-  gets. It urged the govern-

dangerously
on October 20

ceals the intensity of pollu-
tion during peak hours,
when the air becomes
toxic.
areas such as Valasaravak-

ment to release hourly da-
ta, increase real-time mon-
itoring stations in cities,
and remove the 500-AQI
ceiling.

“In

Source: The Hindu, 31 October 2025, p. 5

Micro compostmg unit repurpose

Chennai: Anew microcom-
posting centre along South
Cooum Road has become
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion’s (GCC) latest step to-
ward solid waste manage-
ment, a system equally do-
minated by private players
and residents’ groups inthe
city. The two-week-old faci-
lity processes around 3 ton-
nesof greenand brown was-
te, generating 300kg of com-

postdaily.
Chennaionce had nearly
194 composting centres

mostly located in and aro-
und burial grounds, many
of which were shut down
over hygiene and efficiency
issues. “Apartfrom thisone,
we also run a two-year-old
centre in Ward 59. The aim
here is to handle large volu-
mes of waste scientifically

1 /r
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CYCLICAL ECONOMY: Green waste being mixed with brown waste

for aerobic composting

and ensure a consistent out-
put of compost with a dedi-
cated team,” said Puvi Care
Solutions and Namma Ooru
Foundation founder P Nata-
rajan, who partnered with
GCC to revive the facility.
The waste, collected by the

Source: The Times of India, 17 October 2025, p. 4

Ramky Groupand GCC wor-
kers, includes green waste
rich in nitrogen, such as
fruits, flowers, and vegetab-
les from Kothawal Chavadi
market, and brown waste
rich in carbon, like horse
dung, paddy straw, coconut

s 3 tonnes waste a day

“ Although Chennai
is not necessarily an
agricultural district,
initiatives such as this in
South Cooum road make
me happy, as someone
who is city president of
River Kaveri Farmers
Organisation, and also
from Thanjavur, a land of
paddy farmers

SIVA RAJASEKARAN
Councillor of ward 63

shells, and sugarcane was-
te.

“We first pulverize the
brown waste, mix it with
green waste, shred it finely,
and line it up in rows called
windrows for aerobic com-
posting,” explained R Sara-
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vanan, one of the six wor-
kers operating the facility.
The final compost is rough-
1y 10% of the total input of
waste and is ready in three
weeks.

If the centre falls short
of its 3-tonne target, it sour-
ces additional waste from
markets like Koyambedu.
Workers also remove micro-
plasticsateverystage toma-
intain the quality of com-

post.
Siva Rajasekaran, GCC
councillor representing

ward 63, saysthe green initi-
ative means something to
himasChennaichapter pre-
sident of the River Kaveri
Farmers Organization.
“Although Chennai is not
necessarily an agricultural
district, initiatives such as
this in the South Cooum ro-
ad make me happy,” he said.



Forest dept says no violation
in nod for apartment project

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
on Tuesday cited the pending
legal process of delineating the
boundaries to deny violations
alleged by the NGO Arappor
Ivakkam in granting of envi-
ronmental clearance and other
approvals to a housing project
of a private realtor inside the
limits of the Pallikaranai wet-
lands, which was declared as a
Ramsar site in 2022,

In a statement, the environ-
ment, climate change and for-
est department said, “The Pal-
likaranai wetland limitsas part
of the Ramsar site will come
into force only after the deline-
ation of the extent with specific
survey numbers is completed
by ground truthing followed by
notification.”

Arappor Iyvakkam’s allega-
tions last week were regarding
the project named Brigade Mor-
gan Heights with 1,250 apart-
ment units coming up on the
Perumbakkam Main Road.

The government's statement
made a distinction between the
Pallikkaranai Marsh Reserve
Forest (PMRF) spanning 698
hectares that was already a re-
serve forest and the ‘designat-
ed’ Ramsar site that covers an
additional area of 550 hectares.
It said the total area of 1,248
hectares will get notified as a
‘wetland’ as per the Wetlands

(Conservation and Manage-
ment) Rules, 2017, only after
‘ground truthing’ as per rules
and delineating boundaries
with specific survey numbers
of land parcels other than the
area already declared as re-
serve forest. The National Cen-
tre for Sustainable Coastal
Management was given the
task of delineating the bounda-
ries with specific survey num-
bers in November 2024, the
statement said.

The statement emphasised
that the the survey numbers
mentioned in the allegations
are private patta lands as per
available revenue records and
are not partof the PMRF under
the forest department. It did
not explicitly say whether these
survey numbers fell within the
designated Ramsar site.

“It is informed that the ap-
provals have been given by the

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 October 2025, p. 6

authorities concerned only on
the private patta lands outside
the present PMRF boundaries
as the Ramsar site is yvet to be
clearly delineated,” the state-
ment, however, added.

In response, the NGO said
the government’s response
raised more gquestions than an-
swers. “They have tried to say
that there is no Ramsar Pallika-
ranai Marshland ‘officially’ in
the first place yet. It only shows
that there is no political will to
save the marshland. What is
the purposeof designation asa
Ramsar site if the gover nment
is not interested in preserving
it,” it said in a statement. Cit-
ing Section II of the Wetland
Rules, the NGO further argued
that the Ramsar site is protect-
ed from its date of designation
and it need not be notified for
its applicability to be covered
under the rules.
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A New Initiative At The

Anamalai Tiger Reserve Aims

1o Protect The Species And

Their Habitats Through |

Research, Restoration And

Asha.Prakash@timesofindia.com

n the early 2000s, when research on

hornbills in the Western Ghats had just

begun in South India, much of the

blame for the dwindling numbers was

placed on poaching by tribal communi-
ties. Some published research papers also said
the same. However, later research showed that
the real reason for the decline was the loss of
the forest itself.

“Destruction of large trees, cavities of which
hornbills need for nesting caused the decline,”
says Amitha Bachan K H, founder of the Western
Ghats Hornbill Foundation. “These trees were
notfelled by tribes but for policy reasons, and by
the timber industry The British also felled trees
for teak plantations, and several dams came up
in the areas.”

Research and continuous monitoring over 15
years proved that the birds need at least 250 hec-
tares of forest to thrive.

In a step toward preserving biodiversity, the
Tamil Nadu forest department recently launched
the hornbill conservation initiative at Anamalai
Tiger Reserve (ATR), Pollachi division. The ini-
tiative includes the establishment of a centre of
excellence at Attakatti in the Valparai range,
which focuses on hornbill research, habitat res-
toration and community engagement.

“In Oct, hundreds of hornbills congregate
in Valparai, from Kerala, as it’s the time fig
trees bear fruit,” says G Venkatesh, former
forest range officer of the Valparairange. “It’s
also their mating season. The conservation
centre will raise awareness about hornbill

Community Engagement

TAMIL,NADU’S

MISSIC

TAKES WIN

conservation among tourists and photogra-
phers who visit the area during this time.”

Earlier, conservation used to be centred
around protected areas, but the centre will
ensure it gets extended to private estates as
well, where it will be incentivised. The centre
will also focus on identification of habitatand
host tree species, and distribution mapping,
and surveys of fig trees.

Tamil Nadu is home to four hornbill species:
great hornbill (Buceros bicornis), Malabar pied
hornbill (Anthracoceros coronatus), Indian grey
hornbill (Anthracoceros albirostris) and the
Malabar grey hornbill (Ocyceros griseus).

“Except for the Indian grey hornbill, which
isalsofound in drier parts of India, the restare
seen in tropical evergreen forests of South In-
dia, up to 1,500m elevation,” says Divya Mu-
dappa of Nature Conservation Foundation
(NCF), who researches hornbills.

“Anamalai is one of the best places to find
the great hornbill in Tamil Nadu while the
Bhavani area or the foothills of Eastern Ghats,
is home to the Malabar pied hornbill, specifi-
cally along the riverine forest below 600m.”

Hornbills lay only one or amaximum of two
eggs in a year during the nesting season, says
Bachan. “Only one hatches, usually, unless the
forests are of quality and conducive to nesting.
Avoiding human presence during mating season
is critical. At the same time, there are no preda-
tors either for the hornbill.”

A few years ago, the foundation started in-
volving the Kadar tribes of the Western Ghats
in monitoring nests. “These tribes consider
hornbills as the ‘king of birds’ and they have

Source: The Times of India, 31 October 2025, p. 6

UP IN
THE AIR

» Hornbill nests are made in
hollows of large trees

> The female stays in the nest
till the egg hatches, and it's the
male which hunts and brings it
and the chicks, food

> The great homnbill and the Malabar pied
hombill display an unusual phenomenon
wherein they go up in the air and clash their
casques. It's not clear why they do this,
perhaps to establish dominance but females
too have been found to do it

> They love figs. Their diet includes a wide
variety of other fruits like wild nutmeg,
Dysoxylum, Dracontomelon, and Lannea

» They use the nest cavity every year, and
nesting gets limited when larger trees die

REVIVAL PLAN

Habitat identification | Identification of host
species | Incentives for private estate owners
| Awareness creation among tourists

| Planting of fruit bearing especially ficus

| Creation of conservation centre at Attakatti

evolved traditional methods of conservinghorn-
bills which we incorporated,” says Bachan. “For
example, the height of nesting trees was esti-
mated using the Kadar tribe’s traditional meth-
od of counting the number of bamboo nails
needed to climb a tree. The methods was found
to be accurate.”

Campaigns were held to spread awareness
on the need to conserve hornbills in their vil-
lages in Kerala and at present, nearly 45 mem-
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER: Great
hornbill and (left) Malabar
pied hornbill

bers from the Kadar tribe are
actively involved in the monitor-
ing. “They are a tribe endemic to
Anamalai. There have been less than
a handful of cases of the birds being
poached by the Kadar tribes after 2007,” says
Bachan.

Hornbills play a vital ecological role in seed
dispersal and forest regeneration. “Larger horn-
bills eat fruits while smaller ones eat insects and
smaller reptiles, frogs and lizards. Hornbills are
called farmers of the forest because they are
good dispersers of seeds. Different species have
been recorded dispersing at least 70 species of
fruits,” says Divya.

Less than 10% of the Western Ghats comes
under protected area. “The rest of the forest
outside has been fragmented and converted to
plantations such as that of cashew. Habitat seg-
regation, fragmentation and loss are the culprits
for the dwindling number of birds, besides cli-
mate change,” says Rohit Naniwadekar; scientist
at NCE

Conservation centres should study the kind
of stress that climate change has on hornbills
and their food plants, and how forests can be
restored so that they can have their homes in
the long term. They should gather more knowl-
edge that can be of conservation relevance, he
adds. “They can also start long-term monitoring
of hornbills at key sites, think of interventions
such as nest boxes, and create models for con-
servation.” Coordination between Kerala and
Tamil Nadu govts is also crucial, since a major
chunk of their habitat falls under the Kerala
forest division.



Pulicat ishermen demand
long-term solution as silt
threatens lake, livelihoods

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Fishermen depending on
the Pulicat lake in neigh-
bouring Tiruvallur district
are a vexed lot.

With  the  estuary
blocked with sand, they
are unable to take up fish-
ing activities. Without sea
water entering or exiting
the lake, they say its entire
ecosystem is taking a beat-
ing and, on most days, they
don’t go fishing as they
can’t net anything in the
slush.

Jalandran Chettiyar, a
community leader who
hails from Arangamkup-
pam village, now solely de-
pends on the sea for fish.
He said that those depen-
dent on the lake don’t get
any fish. “There were days
when we fished in the lake
during the monsoon when
the seas were rough. But all
that has stopped. They are
already finding it extreme-
ly difficult to survive on
whatever they get. We
don’t want to rob them of
even that. The two retain-
ing walls constructed by
the government to keep
the estuary open through-
out the year are of no use
for us now since sand has
piled up there. We can
walk in that area like it is a
beach,” he said.

Raju Chettiyar, a com-
munity leader of Sambasu

Caught in a quagmire: Pulicat is the second largest brackish water

lagoon in the country. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Residents fear the
lake will be sold off
as real estate if
necessary actions are
not taken now

Palli Kuppam, said that
since fishing has become
impossible near the silted-
up estuary, fishermen
were either taking other
jobs or struggle due to the
meagre catch.

“Our forefathers were
dependent on these wa-
ters. Fishermen from And-
hra Pradesh used to come
here and fish since the wa-
ters were deeper and there
used to be more fish. Ho-
wever, we are seeing that
the lake is in a pathetic
state and don’t see the light
at the end of the tunnel,”
he lamented.

Durai Mahendran of Ti-
ruvallur Maavatta Paaram-
bariya Aikiya Meenavar

Source: The Hindu, 05 October 2025, p. 4

Sangam said that despite
several requests, the lake is
yet to be desilted. “If it silts
up, it will be the end of a
large waterbody that sup-
ported thousands and will
be sold off as real estate.
Already many residential
areas and industries have
come up around the lake -
many of these are without
permissions. A permanent
solution is needed to save
the lake. A fresh study in-
volving all stakeholders
must be taken up,” he said.

Pulicat is the second lar-
gest brackish water lagoon
in the country and around
80% of the wetland that is
also home to flamingoes, is
in Andhra Pradesh.

Around 22,000 fisher-
men from villages includ-
ing Annamalaicheri, Kora-
kuppam,  Pasiyavaram,
Thoniravu, = Madhakup-
pam, Andikuppam and
Kottakuppam depend on
the waters.
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Social and Economic Services

State government subsidies register
arise between 2019-20 and 2023-24

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Strain on exchequer

The report divides subsidies into two broad categories — explicit and implicit.
Among the schemes under ‘explicit subsidies’ are the KMUT, public distribution
system, free bus travel for women, and students’ concession in bus fare

Subsidies being provided
by the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, both in absolute
terms and as a proportion

Subsidy burden of T.N. (% in crore)

of revenue I‘ECEiptS and re- Component 2019-20| 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24
venue expenditure, are on Magalir Urimai Thogal - - - - 7937
the rise and are expected Public Distribution System 8363 | 9604 | 9324 13277 ] 10,501
to go up. Electricity subsidy for domestic consumers 3367 | 3518 | 3448 | 5247 5,905
A perusal of the report Investment promation subsidy for industries 2560 | 1290 | 1559 | 1404 | 505
of the Comptroller and Students’ concession in bus fare 1,275 3430 1,289 1,367 1,500
Auditor General of India Free bus travel forwomen - 1217 2,729 | 3,000
(CAG) on State Finances for Free distribution of dhotis and saris to peaple below paverty line | 484 475 488 770 500
202324 reveals that the Other items 4095 | 6789 | 4364 | 4765 | 6901
amount of subsidies rose Total 20,144 | 25,110 | 21,689 | 29,559 37,749
from 20,114 crore during Subsidies as a percentage of non-committed expenditure (in %) | 35.12 3127 2553 3317 3891
201920 (COVID-19 pan- Subsidies as a percentage of Revenue Expenditure (in %) 957 10.62 8.54 10.56 J 12.19
demic year) to 337,749 Subsidies as a percentage of Revenue Receipts (in %) 1154 14.42 10.45 1213 1427

crore during 2023-24. On a
year-to-year basis, the sub-
sidies saw a growth of
about 27%, which was attri-
buted to the introduction
of the Kalaignar Magalir
Urimai Thogai (KMUT)
scheme.

Tabled on the floor of
the Assembly on Friday,
the report dealt with fi-
nances of the State for five
years from 2019-20 to
2023-24.

As a proportion of reve-
nue receipts (RR) and reve-
nue expenditure (RE), the
subsidies increased from
11.54% to 14.27% for RR and

S0OURCE: REPORT OF THE CAG ON STATE FINANCES FOR 2023-24

9.57% to 12.19% for RE over
the five-year period. In res-
pect of non-committed ex-
penditure, which forms a
part of RE and excludes
items such as salaries, pen-
sion, and interest pay-
ment, the share of subsi-
dies grew from 35.12% to
38.91%.

The report divides sub-
sidies into two broad cate-
gories — explicit and impli-
cit. Under the former,
whatever is booked under
the head ‘subsidies’ is con-
sidered. Among the items

Source: The Hindu, 19 October 2025, p. 12

of ‘explicit subsidies’ are
the KMUT, public distribu-
tion system (PDS), subsi-
dised power supply to the
domestic category, free
bus travel for women, and
students’ concession in
bus fare.

Implicit subsidies arise
when the government pro-
vides social and economic
goods/services at a price
lesser than its cost. It can
be direct or in kind or as
concessions, according to
the CAG.

Free supply of bicycles
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and production and distri-
bution of quality seeds are
some of the examples for
‘implicit subsidies’, which
cost T801.77 crore to the ex-
chequer during 2023-24.

CAG’s advice

The CAG has advised the
State government “to in-
itiate measures to earn
adequate returns on its in-
vestments and recover its
cost of borrowed funds
rather than bearing the
same on its budget in the
form of implicit subsidies.”



“T.N. has achieved significant milestone in population stabilisation’

The Minister for Social Welfare and Women Empowerment says the govt. will establish homes for transpersons in Chennai and Madurai named ‘Aran’. They will soon be inaugurated by the CM.
The homes will serve as an immediate shelter for transpersons who have left their families, enabling them to continue education and work. Depending on demand, the initiative will be expanded

INTERVIEW
P. Geetha Jeevan

Shankari Nivethitha B.
THOOTHUKUDI

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Social Welfare and Women
Empowerment P. Geetha
Jeevan, in a recent inter-
view to The Hindu, shared
insights into comprehen-
sive plans initiated for ge-
riatric care, and transper-
son welfare and children’s
welfare. Besides, she high-
lighted the ongoing pro-
grammes and upcoming
schemes. Excerpts:

According to the Elderly
in India, 2021 report
released by the Ministry
of Statistics and
Programme
Implementation, Tamil
Nadu is in the second
position in terms of the
highest proportion of
elderly population, with
13.6%. This is projected

torise to 18.2% in 2031.
What measures has the
government taken for
geriatric care?

The government has been
taking several measures.
We have released the Tamil
Nadu State Policy on Se-
nior Citizens, which lays
out a road map for elderly
welfare. Every district is
being provided with at
least one government-sup-
ported old age home, and
integrated campuses for
children and elderly are al-
so being developed. A new
scheme Anbucholai, a ded-
icated day-care centre for
senior citizens, will soon
be launched by the Chief
Minister. As many as 24
centres in 13 districts have
been planned in partner-
ship with non-governmen-
tal organisations, with fa-
cilities for transport, food,
and recreational activities.
The Health Department is
also taking measures to
strengthen geriatric care.

There are concerns

about the quality of care
being provided at
children’s homes. What
reforms are being
implemented to ensure
accountability of
childcare institutions,
and the safety and
psychological
well-being of the
inmates?

We have been regularly re-
viewing this. From 2021 to
2023, over 600 children’s
homes that did not adhere
to regulations were closed.
Regular inspections are
conducted at every centre
and mandatory counsell-
ing sessions are held.
These sessions have pro-
vided children with oppor-
tunities to share challenges
they face. Previously,
schools were located on
the campuses of many go-
vernment homes. We have
instructed them to close in-
house schools and ensure
that children attend near-
by government schools,
with transport facilities.
This helps children accus-
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Social Welfare Minister P. Geetha Jeevan speaking to The Hindu in

Thoothukudi. N. RAJESH

tom themselves to the wid-
er environment and inte-
ract with new people. We
have also implemented the
‘Anbu Karangal’ scheme,
aimed at creating a family
environment for children,
where we are guiding the
parent or guardian to take
care of the children at
home. To prevent unto-
ward incidents, protocols
and inspections will be
further strengthened.

Tamil Nadu has been a

pioneer in
implementing schemes
and welfare measures
for transpersons. Can
you highlight the
initiatives for their
social inclusion,
education, and
livelihood?

In 2008, the then Chief Mi-
nister, M. Karunanidhi, es-
tablished the first Trans-
gender Welfare Board in
India, which encouraged
many transpersons to join

the mainstream confident-
ly. The Social Welfare De-
partment has partnered
with many other depart-
ments to frame policies
and ensure access to high-
er education and housing.
In the past four years, the
government has been pro-
viding a subsidy of
350,000 for starting busi-
nesses. Additionally, we
are establishing homes in
Chennai and Madurai,
named ‘Aran’, which will
soon be inaugurated by the
Chief Minister. These
homes will serve as an im-
mediate shelter for tran-
spersons who have left
their homes, enabling
them to continue educa-
tion and work. Depending
on the demand, the initia-
tive will be expanded.

Tamil Nadw’s total
fertility rate is reported
to be 1.4, which is lower
than the replacement
level of 2.1. What factors
contributed to this
decline, and how has
the State ensured

awareness of
population control
measures?

Indeed, Tamil Nadus

achievement is a milestone
in population stabilisation.
The success is largely attri-
buted to the State’s focus
on education and aware-
ness. As literacy rates and
general awareness have
improved, people are bet-
ter informed about the be-
nefits of smaller families,
maternal and child health,
and reproductive health.
Moreover, the State has
consistently invested in ac-
cessible healthcare facili-
ties, contraceptive servic-
es, and counselling
programmes,  ensuring
that the citizens have both
the knowledge and the
means to make informed
choices.

‘What is the impact of
flagship schemes such
as Kalaignar Women’s
Rights Grants and
Pudumai Penn? How is
the success of these

schemes measured
beyond the number of
beneficiaries and what
quantitative results
have been achieved in
poverty reduction or
educational
attainment?

These initiatives have in-
creased the savings among
women and students. In
the case of Kalaignar Wo-
men’s Rights Grants, the
support is provided to the
needy women, whose in-
come is less than ¥2.5 lakh
a year. This has decreased
the number of people liv-
ing below the poverty line,
and their livelihood has im-
proved. The Pudumai
Penn and Tamil Pudalvan
schemes have increased
college enrolment rates.
The Chief Minister has or-
dered surveys to verify
whether the funds under
these schemes are utilised
for the intended purpose.
These measures have
helped to improve the edu-
cational and economic sta-
bility of the beneficiaries.

Source: The Hindu, 06 October 2025, p. 6

Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thittam helps
beneficiaries buy food, medicines: report

The impact assessment report submitted by the State Planning Commission finds that 79% of the beneficiaries in rural areas and 55% in urban areas

use the money to buy more vegetables for their family. It also states that one-fifth of the beneficiaries spent the amount on their children’s education

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n impact assess-
Ament of Kalaignar
Magalir Urimai

Thittam (KMUT) in about
10,300 households across
Tamil Nadu by the State
Planning Commission has
found that the beneficiar-
ies used the scheme to buy
essential food items and
medicines and for the edu-
cation of their children,
among others.

About 17% of the benefi-
ciaries (covered in the stu-
dy) were single women —
who were either widowed,
separated, divorced, or un-
married — and about 15%
were senior citizens.

The report was submit-
ted to Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin by SPC ex-officio
vice-chairperson Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin and SPC execu-
tive vice-chairperson J.
Jeyaranjan in Chennai on
Tuesday.

They also submitted
other reports to the Chief
Minister: ‘Evaluation of
Naan Mudhalvan Scheme’,
‘Start-Up Ecosystem in TN:

= % . S
Showing results: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin receiving the reports in the presence of Deputy Chief

Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and Chief Secretary N. Muruganandam in Chennai on Tuesday.

Opportunities and Chal-
lenges’, ‘Draft Housing Pol-
icy for Rural and Urban Ta-
mil Nadw’, and ‘Integrated
Townships Development
Policy’.

The report said 79% of
the KMUT beneficiaries in
rural areas and 55% in ur-
ban areas reported buying
more vegetables for their
family, while 63% of the be-
neficiaries in rural areas
and 46% in urban areas
spent the money on buying

Source: The Hindu, 15 October 2025, p. 8

better quality rice. About
39% of the beneficiaries in
rural Tamil Nadu and 35%
in urban Tamil Nadu re-
ported using the money for
buying medicines.
“One-fifth of the benefi-
ciaries report spending
their KMUT money on
their children’s educa-
tion,” the report said. It
said the beneficiaries
vouched for the certainty
and regularity of the
amount. The findings were

“clearly indicative of the
reach of the programme to
the most deserving and
most marginalised sections
in Tamil Nadu”.

Naan Mudhalvan

According to ‘Evaluation of
Naan Mudhalvan Scheme’,
the programme has en-
hanced confidence of em-
ployability among stu-
dents. About 76% of
engineering students and
81% of polytechnic stu-
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dents reported improved
job prospects, as the pro-
gramme equipped them
with practical skills for di-
verse careers.

The evaluation study’s
sample targeted high-en-
rolment courses in civil,
mechanical, electronics,
electrical, and computer
science disciplines across
55 engineering and 72 po-
lytechnic colleges in 19 dis-
tricts, engaging 3,950 and
5,059 student respon-
dents, respectively.

About 61% of engineer-
ing students and 71% of po-
lytechnic students earn
digital certificates that in-
crease their visibility on
jab portals and profession-
al social networking plat-
forms, it said.

The programme result-
ed in improved placement
readiness, tangible intern-
ship and placement out-
comes, and equitable skill
development across
regions.

The report also flagged
operational challenges. If
institutions lacked the mi-
nimum 60-student enrol-
ment, students had to tra-

63

vel to hub institutions. The
need for capacity-building
among trainers, data con-
nectivity for using the pro-
gramme’s portal, and bet-
ter placing to reduce
scheduling difficulties
were among the
challenges.

Room for improvement
The report recommended
strengthening trainer ca-
pacity and course delivery,
improving digital infras-
tructure and connectivity,
enhancing practical train-
ing and resource access,
optimising coordination
and scheduling, setting up
Industry 4.0 centres, and
using artificial intelligence.

A press release said the
draft housing policy ad-
dressed the urgent need
for sustainable, inclusive,
and affordable housing
across both rural and ur-
ban regions.

A copy of the policies
were not available. It is a
draft policy and a “confi-
dential document”™ until
the departments con-
cerned endorse and re-
lease it, a source said.
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‘TN to share govt data for Al training’

State Plans
Platform For
Citizen-Govt
Interaction

Times News NETWORK

Coimbatore: Tamil Nadu is
working to adopt artificial in-
telligence technologies
across at least 55 use cases in
various departments and is
building a large unified data-
base of govt records that will
be shared with startups and
companies for training Al
models, said state informa-
tion technology and digital
services minister P Thiaga
Rajan.

At the Global Startup
Summit in Coimbatore on

MIT-2025
PT TO RISE

INNOVATION TALK

Govt provides grants for incubation
centres to promote startups

Coimbatore: State govt extended grants to venture builders,
pre-incubation, and incubation centres at Global Startup
Summit. Dr ) Jeyaranjan, V-C, state planning commission,
distributed sanction orders to 22 pre-incubation centres, each
receiving 7.5 lakh, and to 15 incubators, each receiving 5 lakh
under Scale-up Grant Scheme. He also distributed orders under
StartupTN Venture Builder Scheme, which aims toaccelerate
creating new startupsintier-2 and tier-3 cities, as each
organization supported will receive financial assistance to
establish 25 DPIIT-recognized startups. Jeyaranjan said
structural reforms in the education system, along with
progressive policies, will strengthen the startup and innovation
ecosystemin TN. More than 250 investors participated in 500
pitch sessions, whichresulted in more than%130crorein
committed investments, said StartupTN.

Friday, he said govt aims to
build a platform using Al to
enhance citizen-govt interac-
tion and will share datasets
with startups and innovators
totrain Al models.

Source: The Times of India, 11 October 2025, p. 6

“We hope to provide it as
an open platform for startups
and innovators. This data-
base, with hundreds of mil-
lions of records, provides a
platform for startups that can

innovate, learn, and extract
patterns using this data,”
PTR said.

The minister added that
the data has been anony-
mized, with personally identi-

ensure privacy.

Govt has already proc-
essed around 18 crore records
from various govt pro-
grammes.

He said govt aims to adopt
Almodelstoimprove efficien-
¢y in governance across areas
such as agriculture, health,
education, traffic, and predic-
tive governance.

“We have identified 55 pri-
ority use casesforusing Al en-
gines and models—15 of them
as common-impact cases—
and we want to start building
aculture of Alsophistication
ingovernance,” he said.

“At one extreme, we found
thatasingle family isa benefi-
ciary of 23 different govt sub-
sidies annually. These data-
bases will not only help us
manage existing schemes bet-
ter but also design and imple-
mentnew ones,” he added.

“Temples get 377 cr interest from gold scheme’

Times News NETwoRkK

Chennai: Twenty-one temp-
les together receive %17.7 cro-
reevery yearas interest from
the gold investment scheme,
said Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowment
(HR&CE) minister P K Se-
karbabuon Sunday.

A total of 1,074kg of unu-
sed gold received as dona-
tions was converted into
bars and deposited in SBI's
gold investment scheme in
the name of the respective
temples. In the next phase,
378.6kg from 12 temples will
be deposited with the bank.

1,074kg of gold received as dona-
tions was converted into bars
and deposited in SBI's gold in-
vestment scheme in the name
of the respective temples

As a first step, 53.38kg of
gold from four temples in
Kancheepuram district —
42.33kg from Kamatchi Am-
man Temple, 2.64kg from
Subramaniyaswamy Temp-
le in Kundrathur, 4kg from
Nithyakalyanaperumal
Temple in Tiruvidanthai,
and 4.35kg from Prasanna

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2025, p. 6

Venkatesa Perumal Temple
in Tirumalaivaiyavur — we-
re handed over to the SBI on
Sunday. Retired Supreme Co-
urt Judge Doraiswamy Raju
andafewministers were pre-
sent when the gold was han-
ded over to the SBI.
Sekarbabu told reporters
the GOstoenable the gold de-

posit scheme for some of the
temples have been received,
while the orders for Madurai
Meenakshi Amman Temple,
Erode Bannari Amman
Temple, and Tirupur Kariya-
kaliamman Temple are awa-
ited.

The minister said the
consecration of Ekamba-
reshwarar Temple in Kan-
cheepuram will be held on
Dec 8. “About 38 renovation
projects are under way at 29
crorecost,” hesaid. Sekarba-
bu added that the thousand-
pillar temple is also beingre-
novated as part of consecra-
tion.

Sterilisation & vaccination drive: TN to appoint 76 dist-level animal welfare officers

Animal hushandry dept has proposed
setting up of 38 new ABC centres | mue mc

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 October 2025, p. 2

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

AS part of a statewide initia-
tive to conduct a large-scale
sterilisation and immunisa-
tion drive for strav dogs, the
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary Serv-
ices has announced the ap-
pointment of 76 district-level
animal welfare officers across
Tamil Nadu.

The move comes as the Tamil
Nadu Animal Welfare Board

(TNAWB) prepares tolaunch a
mass anti-rabies vaccination
campaign in collaboration with
corporations, municipalities,
and town panchayats in areas
outside Chennai.

According to a recent gov-
ernment order issued by the
department, the newly appoint-
ed officers will be responsible
for ensuring humane conduct
of events such as jallikattu,
taking legal action in cases of
animal eruelty, and organising

public awareness programmes
ondog sterilisation, rabies pre-
vention, and responsible pet
ownership. The appointments
will be made on a contract ba-
sis for one vear, with the pos-
sibility of extension based on
requirements. The appoint-
ments are planned to be com-
pleted by first week of
December.

The order further specifies
that the 76 posts will comprise
38district-level animal welfare

officers and 38 veterinary sur-
geons experienced in animal
birth control surgeries.

To support this initiative, the
department has proposed the
establishment of 38 new Ani-
mal Birth Control (ABC) cen-
tres across the state, each with
shelter facilities capable of
housing up to 100 dogs. An ad-
ditional 100 ABC centres are
planned without shelter facili-
ties to focus on sterilisation
and immunisation
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procedures.

In addition, TNAWB has ini-
tiated procurement of 2.4 lakh
RFID (radio frequency identifi-
cation) tags to microchip stray
dogs. “The veterinary sur-
geons will carry out ABC sur-
geries, provide post-operative
care, and administer necessary
medical treatment and vacci-
nations. Supporting staff for
operating these ABC centres
will also be appointed soon,”
an official said.



121 visited Keezhadi museum so far: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Sivaganga

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Friday visited Keezhadi exca-
vation site and inspected the
progress of construction of the
open-air museum. He was ac-
companied by Ministers
Thangam Thennarasu, KR
Periakaruppan.

Later; in a message on X, the
CM stated that the Keezhadi
museum attracted 12 lakh visi-
tors in the 30 months since it
was opened.

“I learned that people from
other states and foreign coun-
tries are also astonished to see
the antiquity of Tamils,” he
posted.

“The open air museum at
Keezhadi is scheduled to be
opened in January 2026 while
the museum at Porunai islike-
1y to be opened in December
this vear. Construction of amu-
seum at Gangaikonda
Cholapuram in Arivalur and
deep-sea exploration of Poom-
puhar have also started,” Stalin
added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 04 October 2025, p. 5

Keezhadi on Friday | express

Chief Minister MK Stalin inspecting the construction of an open-air museum at

|

Chief Minister inaugurates renovated Tholkappia Poonga

The park has been improved with additional amenities and features, including a skywalk, at a cost of 4245 crore. It is open to walkers and visitors on all days and will offer guided tours for the public

and eco-tours for school students. Walkers can purchase single-visit, monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, and yearly passes online and choose from the 6.30 am. to 8 am. and 4.30 p.m. to 6 p.m. slots

Massive upgrade: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurating the renovated Tholkappia Poonga in Raja

Annamalai Puram on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL
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he 58-acre Thol-
kappia Poonga in
Raja Annamalai Pu-
| ram, which has been up-
graded with additional
amenities and features in-
cluding a skywalk, is now
open to walkers and visi-
tors.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin inaugurated the reno-
vated park on Friday. Walk-
ers and visitors can obtain
passestickets after making
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Source: The Hindu, 25 October 2025, p. 2

an online payment at
WWW.CITL.tn.gov.in.

Walkers (a maximum of
100 in a selected slot) can
visit the park between 6.30
am. and 8 a.m. and bet-
ween 4.30 p.m. and 6 p.m.
on all days with a pass/tick-
et. Between 2.30 p.m. and
430 p.m. (except on
Thursdays and public holi-
days), guided tours are of-
fered for those who regis-
ter online (with a
maximum of 100 partici-
pants).

Eco-tours for students

along with teachers (a max-
imum of 100 participants)
will be offered between
9.30 a.m. and 12.30 p.m.,
except on Thursdays and
public holidays, an official
release said.

Eco-tour schedule
While Tuesdays and Satur-
days are earmarked for
schools run by the Greater
Chennai Corporation, go-
vernment and State-aided
ones could visit on Fridays.
Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Sundays have been set

aside for visits by private
schools.

Walkers will be able to
buy single-visit (%20),
monthly &500), quarterly
(1,500), half-yearly
(X2,500), and yearly
(¥5,000) passes online and
select their slots. The entry
fee for students and teach-
ers is T10 per person, and
the entry fee for guided
tours for the public is 20
per person.

The park has been reno-
vated by the Chennai Riv-
ers Restoration Trust un-

T.N. leads the country in revenue generated
from prison products; over 67 cr. collected

The State pays 3300 for skilled workers and 2270 for semi-skilled workers per day: products, such as ready-made garments, leather shoes, raincoats,

and bakery items, are sold under the brand name ‘Freedom’; prisoners are allowed to pursue degrees and diplomas offered by TN. Open University

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

amil Nadu has
T topped the country
in earning income

from prison product sales.
The State has reported the
highest gross value of sale
proceeds, to the tune of
%67.08 crore, thanks to the

trained  workforce  of
inmates.
According to official

sources, the continuing
programme for training
prisoners in vocational
trades has resulted in the
production of articles with
substantial market value.
While Tamil Nadu led the
country in profitable pri-
son business, other States
closely following were Te-
langana and Kerala with
355.71 crore and 324.44
crore respectively in 2023,

Going by National Crime

| s

A chance to mend: The ‘Prison Bazaar’ outside the main entrance

of the Coimbatore Central Prison. FILE PHOTO

The Department of
Prisons has set up
‘Prison Bazaars’ in
all Central Prison

complexes

Records Bureau data, the
value of goods produced
per inmate was the highest
in Telangana, with 395,187,
followed by Tamil Nadu

(333,984), and Chandigarh
(332,325). Prisoners en-
gaged in labour are paid a
nominal wage based on
their skills. Tamil Nadu
pays T300 for skilled work-
ers and ¥270 for semi-
skilled workers per day.

Rehabilitation
As part of the reformation
and rehabilitation pro-

Source: The Hindu, 18 October 2025, p. 8
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grammes of the State go-
vernment, the prison in-
dustry was equipped with
infrastructure to make tex-
tile, leather, aluminium,
wax and paper products.
The facility has been esta-
blished at eight Central Pri-
sons, one Special Prison
for Women, and one Bor-
stal School.

Even as most of the pri-
son products are pur-
chased by government de-
partments, the
Department of Prisons and
Correctional Services set
up ‘Prison Bazaars’ in all
Central Prison complexes
to sell their in-house pro-
ducts to members of the
public at nominal prices.

The products, such as
ready-made garments,
leather shoes, rain coats,
bakery items, and soaps,
are sold under the brand
name of ‘Freedom’; 20% of

the profit is credited to the
account of the prisoner
who worked to make the
product.

Fruitful PATTAM
The Personality Attitude
Transformation ~ Thera-
peutic Assistance Manage-
ment (PATTAM) pro-
gramme, introduced to
reduce recidivism and fa-
cilitate reintegration of pet-
ty, first-time offenders
(aged 18-24) into society as
productive and responsi-
ble citizens has yielded the
desired results. Of the total
9,370 young offenders who
had attended the pro-
gramme in prisons from
August 2018 to December
2023, only 18 were re-ar-
rested. The rate of recidi-
vism was only 0.2%.

The NCRB has also re-
ported that schools are
functioning, with qualified

teachers, in all the Central
Prisons, Special Prison for
Women, and district jail
and the Borstal School in
Pudukkottai.

Prisoners are allowed to
pursue degrees/diplomas
offered by the Tamil Nadu
Open University and write
exams at government cost.
In 2023, 8,844 prisoners
studied various courses in
prisons. A sum of ¥2.08
crore was spent on upgrad-
ing libraries in all prisons.

Videoconferencing
Tamil Nadu also tops in vi-
deoconferencing in pri-
sons. Of the 1,332 prisons
in the country, 1,156 have
been equipped with the fa-
cility. The State has 126 pri-
sons equipped with video-
conferencing, followed by
Madhya Pradesh (123), Ra-
jasthan (92), Odisha (84),
and Andhra Pradesh (80).

der the Municipal
Administration and Water
Supply Department at a
cost of ¥42.45 crore.

Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, Minis-
ters K.N. Nehru, Ma. Subra-
manian, and P.K. Sekarba-
bu; Chennai Mayor R.
Priya; MPs T.R. Baalu and
Thamizhachi Thangapan-
dian; legislators Dha. Velu
and ]. Karunanithi; Chief
Secretary N. Muruganan-
dam, and senior officials
were among those present
at the event.



State planning to develop
coastal tourism circuits

Sunitha Sekar
MUMBAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment plans to develop
coastal tourism circuits in
Nagapattinam, Rameswa-
ram, and Kanniyakumari.

T.N. Venkatesh, Vice-
Chairman and CEO of the
Tamil Nadu Maritime
Board, said the State go-
vernment was keen to tap
the tourism potential of
these coastal towns.

“The Nagapattinam
Cruise Terminal is already
functional. Now, we are ex-
amining the viability of
linking Poompuhar, Naga-
pattinam, Velankanni, and

Kodaiyakarai with a ferry
service. The idea is that
tourists who visit any of
these places could take a
ferry to travel through this
belt. It will give a big boost
to tourism,” he said.

The Tamil Nadu Mari-
time Board would appoint
a consultant in the next 4-5
months, and the firm
would prepare a detailed
project report. The report
would be submitted to the
State  government by
mid-2026. Subsequently, it
would be sent to the
Centre to seek funds under
Sagarmala 2.0 to build jet-
ties in these locations.

Mr. Venkatesh said sev-

Source: The Hindu, 31 October 2025, p. 8

eral initiatives had been ta-
ken by the State govern-
ment and the Tamil Nadu
Maritime Board for a holis-
tic development of the sec-
tor. “We would like to lev-
erage the tourism potential
of various coastal locations
in coordination with the
Tourism Department, and
we will also have major
coastal aquaculture hubs
in Tamil Nadu in the years
to come,” he added.

The government is also
taking steps to link Rames-
waram and Thalaimannar
with a ferry service, which
would be the shortest sea
route between India and
Sri Lanka.

Gram sabha resolutions

State govt. announces Deepavali
bonus and ex-gratia totalling
44.11 crore for co-op employees

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In view of Deepavali, the
Tamil Nadu government
on Thursday announced a
bonus and an ex-gratia to-
talling ¥44.11 crore for the
44,081 employees working
in cooperative societies
across the State for the
year 2024-25, which
would be disbursed dur-
ing 2025-26.

Employees of coopera-
tive societies that come
under the Payment of Bo-
nus Act will receive a bo-
nus of up to 20%, depend-

Source: The Hindu, 17 October 2025, p. 10

Employees of
cooperative societies

that come under the
Payvment of Bonus
Act will receive a
bonus of up to 20%,
depending on the
surplus available

ing on the surplus
available with each socie-
ty. In societies without sur-
plus funds, employees will
be provided a 10% bonus
and an ex-gratia to enable
them to celebrate Deepa-
vali, according to an offi-

cial press release.

In profit-making coop-
erative societies with a li-
mited number of em-
ployees that do not fall
under the Bonus Act, the
employees will receive a
bonus and an ex-gratia of
up to 20%. As for non-pro-
fit-making apex and cen-
tral cooperative societies
that are not covered by the
Bonus Act, the employees
will receive an ex-gratia of
33,000, while those work-
ing in primary cooperative
societies will receive
32,400, the press release
added.

‘Financial aid for women,
skill scheme a success’

to be tracked under
‘Namma Qoru’ initiative

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE state government’s ‘Nam-
ma Qoru, Namma Arasu’ (our
village, our government) initia-
tive will take centre stage on
Saturday as gram sabha meet-
ings are held across the state to
strengthen participatory
governance and local de-
velopment planning.
Aspart of the initia-
tive, Chief Minister
ME Stalin will address
the gram sabhas
through a video con-
ference connecting at
least 10,000 village pan-

"f .'l-f"(;

said the meetings will allow vil-
lagers to discuss and prioritise
key local issues such as drink-
ing water supply, expanding
streetlight network, and waste
management “Already, over
18,000 e-carts are being used to
collect garbage from house-
holds in rural areas. Villag-
ers can identify regions
where waste manage-
ment needs improve-
ment,” Bedi said.

The gram sabhas
will also take up pre-
ventive measures
against dengue and
other vector-borne dis-

chayats --marking the g;";:;:'::;: eases ahead of the
first such large-scale rural northeast monsoon,
digital interaction be-  development, awareness pro-
tween the gover nment ensuring grammes to eliminate
and rural patidpatory  child labour, and plans
communities. governanceand  ypder the Pradhan

After the speech, mcusiveplaming n7.n4ri Adarsh
each gram sabha will  GagandeepSingh ~ Gram’Yojana for vil-

select three immediate  Bedi, additional chief  lages with over 50%

priority needs, which
panchayat secretaries
will record in the
TNRD online portal by evening.
District collectors will review
the resolutions and ensure
timely implementation, which
will be monitored continuously
by senior officials, including
the chief secretarv.

Speaking to reporters at the
secretariat on Friday, Gagan-
deep Singh Bedi, additional
chief secretary for Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat Raj,

secretary

SC/ST population.
“Gram sabhas are the
backbone of rural de-
velopment, ensuring participa-
tory governance and inclusive
planning,” Bedi added.

Under the initiative, the gov-
ernment will also identify the
poorest families in each pan-
chavat to extend financial as-
sistance through the National
Rural Livelihood Mission, of-
fering loans at interest rates
between 0% and 4% to help
them overcome poverty

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 October 2025, p. 4

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Kalaignar Magalir
Urimai Thittam (KMUT), a fi-
nancial  assistance  pro-
gramme for women, has bol-
stered food security for its ben-
eficiaries, according to an im-
pact assessment conducted by
state planning commission.

Similarly, Naan Mudhal-
van scheme, a skill develop-
ment programme, has yielded
promising results, with 38 % of
engineering and 57% of poly-
technic students securing
moderate job opportunities
through placement drives af-
ter completing the courses. An
evaluation report on the
scheme revealed that the
courses boosted student confi-
dence, with 76% of engineer-
ingand 81% of polytechnic stu-
dents reporting improved job
prospects.

Launched by DMK, KMUT
provides amonthly cash trans-
fer of 21,000 to 1.1 crore women
heads of families, starting
from Sept 2023. The assess-
ment, which surveyed 10,311

households, highlighted the
programme’s success in im-
proving household food secu-
rity. According to the report:
“79% of beneficiaries in rural
areas and 55% in urban areas
report purchasing more vege-
tables for their families.” And,
onefifth of the beneficiaries
allocated the funds towards
their children’s education,
while 39% in rural and 35% in
urban areas used the money
for purchasing medicines.

The survey on the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme included
feedback from 3,950 engineer-
ing and 5,059 polytechnic stu-
dents across TN. The pro-
gramme equipped students
with essential skills through
courses in English and Micro-
soft essentials. But, the report
also highlighted a challenge in
providing hands-on experi-
ence to rural students. Rural
students from tier-2 and tier-3
cities have limited access to
specialized software and hard-
ware. This restricts their abili-
ty to apply theoretical knowl-
edge practically.

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2025, p. 4
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From farming to crafts: TNSCST
empowers SC/ST familiesin 9dists

2,294 beneficiaries receive training on value-addition, food processing & traditional crafts

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennai

IN an initiative to uplift the SC/
ST communities in underdevel-
oped districts, the Tamil Nadu
State Council for Science and
Technology (TNSCST) has un-
dertaken a project to map liveli-
hood gaps and introduce sci-
ence and technologyv-based
interventions across districts
such as Theni, Ramanath-
apuram, Madurai, Dindigul,
Sivaganga, Virudhunagar, Vil-
lupuram, and Kallakurichi.
The project, which combined
both quantitative and qualita-
tivedata, involved proportional
random sampling and inter-
views using a structured ques-
tionnaire. It aimed to identify
key issues affecting income,
employment stability, and ac-
cess to resources among rural

SC/ST households. Based on
the findings, specific training
and technology-based liveli-
hood interventions were de-
signed to enhance their income
and ensure sustainable employ-
ment opportunities.

For instance, in Ramanath-
apuram, where fishing com-
munities face unemploy-
ment during the
breeding season, the
council has introduced
training on value-add-
ed fish products, artifi-
cial pearls and the instal-
lation of cold storage
units.

In Theni and Dindigul, where
agriculturallabourers struggle
with irregular work and low
wages, training on dairy farm-
ing, poultry rearing, and pro-
duction of biopesticides and

organic manure has been pro-
vided. Similarly, tribal popula-
tions in the hilly regions of Ko-
daikanal havereceived support
for beekeeping and wild garlic
value-addition, while villagers
in Villupuram and Kallaku-
richi have been trained in mil-
let-based food processing,
organic farming, and
drought-resistant crop
cultivation.
The project also ad-
dresses unemplovment
among educated vouth
and women, offering
training in electronics serv-
icing, desktop publishing, tai-
loring, embroidery, and tradi-
tional crafts to promote
entrepreneurship.
According to officials, the
council initially proposed 20
training programmes to benefit

500 individuals. However, due
to the overwhelming response,
it implemented 78 training ses-
sions, covering 2,204 SC/ST
beneficiaries across multiple
districts.

“We have been working on
this project for the last two
yvears and now it has vielded de-
sired results. It's an ongoing
project and will continue to
help the SC/ST community in
enhancing their sources of in-
come through skill develop-
ment, appropriate technology
adoption, and loeal resource-
based entrepreneurship,” said
8 Vincent, member secretary
of TNSCST.

The council has been imple-
menting the project with sup-
port of the local higher educa-
tional institutions, officials
said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 October 2025, p. 4

Art forms nurtured Tamil language, says CM

The Dravidian movement has promoted Tamil music, writing, and theatre; it enriched the language on public platforms and reformed society.

says Stalin while conferring Kalaimamani awards; he urges artists from the State to spread Tamil art forms and culture throughout the world

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hief Minister M.K.
C Stalin said on Satur-

day that art forms
had played — and conti-
nued to play — a significant
role in nurturing the Tamil
language, and it was the
Dravidian movement that
introduced ideology and
propaganda through
theatre.

“Writings, oratory, liter-
ature, and art nurture lan-
guage. If a language is des-
troyed, it will pave the way
for destruction of a race,
culture, and identity. If we
lose our identity, we will
lose our right to call our-
selves Tamils,” he said,
while conferring the Kalai-
mamani awards of the Ta-
mil Nadu Iyal Isai Nataka
Mandram for the years
2021, 2022, and 2023.

“What is the point in liv-

Recognising excellence: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin with the recipients of the Kalaimamani awards at a
function held in Chennai on Saturday. $.R. RAGHUNATHAN

ing without the identity of
Tamils and self-respect?
Let us protect the arts, our
language, and our race.
Our artists should go all ov-

Source: The Hindu, 12 October 2025, p. 8

er the world and spread
our art forms and culture,”
he said.

The Chief Minister also
presented the M.S. Subbu-

lakshmi Award to vocalist
and playback singer K.J.
Yesudas, the Bharathiyar
Award to N. Murugesapan-
dian, and the Balasaras-

wathi Award to Muthukan-
namal. Recalling the
contributions of DMK
founder C.N. Annadurai,
poet Bharathidasan, writer
S.S. Thennarasu, actors
M.R. Radha, K.R. Ramasa-
my, Sivaji Ganesan, S.S. Ra-
jendran and others, Mr.
Stalin said they had spread
the ideas of the Dravidian
Movement through
theatre, cinema, and litera-
ture.

Mr. Stalin said the DMK
government had been fol-
lowing in the footsteps of
its late leader Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi in supporting
artists, as reflected in the
felicitation of music direc-
tor Isaignani Ilaiyaraaja for
composing a symphony.
“The Dravidian movement
promoted Tamil music,
writing, and theatre. It en-
riched the language on pu-
blic platforms and re-
formed society,” he said.
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The Chief Minister said
the Kalaimamani awards
were intended to protect
ancient art forms and
those who practised them.

“The objective is to
breathe new life into dance
and drama and to promote
our art forms in other
States and across the
world. The Iyal Isai Nataka
Mandram is also providing
financial support to artists
in need of assistance for
their sustenance,” he ad-
ded.

Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin; Infor-
mation Minister M.P. Sami-
nathan; K. Manivasan, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary of
the Tourism, Culture, and
Religious Endowments De-
partment; Vagai Chandra-
sekar, Member-President,
and Vijaya Thayanban,
Member-Secretary, of the
Tamil Nadu Iyal Isai Nataka
Mandram, were present.



Seven years after relocation, Adivasi
families lack access to basic amenities

Rohan Premkumar
UDHAGAMANDALAM

Eachanakolly in Gudalur, a
Paniya tribal settlement es-
tablished around seven
years ago, typifies the chal-
lenges faced by families re-
located from the Muduma-
lai Tiger Reserve. The
Adivasi families were alleg-
edly cheated out of the
compensation for reloca-
tion by real estate brokers
and some Forest Depart-
ment officials, who moved
them to Revenue Depart-
ment land. As a result, the
villagers have been de-
prived of even electricity
and water supply.
Speaking to The Hindu,
K. Maari, a member of one
of the 11 families at Eacha-
nakolly, less than a kilo-
metre away from the boun-
dary of the tiger reserve,
said the families had paid a
total of 32 lakh for around
three acres of land identi-
fied for them by real estate
brokers and Forest Depart-
ment officials. “However,
only after we parted with
the money and construct-
ed our houses did we come
to know that the land be-
longed to the Revenue De-

1

Left high and dry: Residents of Each
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anakolly in Gudalur, a Paniya tribal settlement, have been left

without basic amenities since they were relocated from the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve. ROHAN PREMKUMAR

partment. This means we
are denied even basic ser-
vices,” he said. And they

were not given land
documents.
Following complaints by

around 21 families, the Dis-
trict Crime Branch regis-
tered a case against 10 per-
sons, including a forest
ranger, a forester, a lawyer,
and real estate brokers.

Similar cases

K. Mahendran, district se-
cretary of the Tamil Nadu
Tribal People Association,
said the problems faced by
the Eachanakolly residents
were similar to those of ov-

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2025, p. 8

er 100 families relocated
from the reserve,

Poor housing, lack of
cultivable land, and no
amenities marked the ‘gol-
den handshake’ between
the Forest Department and
the Adivasis.

“This botched reloca-
tion of Adivasi families
should serve as a warning
for all other communities
in the State when it comes
to resettlement,” he said.

To secure justice for the
victims of the fraud, Mr.
Mahendran has  ap-
proached the Tamil Nadu
State Commission for
Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes. Thanks
to his efforts, more than 80
families have been added
as victims of the fraud
since the original First In-
formation Report was
filed. The total number of
victims now stands at more
than 100.

Yet, Mr. Mahendran says
justice remains elusive for
the communities resettled
on revenue land without
documents.

“It is disgraceful that the
original inhabitants of the
region have been made
landless by settlers and the
government policy,” he
said.

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Despite the Sur-
vey and Settlement Commis-
sionerate digitizing land re-
cords and integrating soft-
ware between revenue and
registration departments to
simplify patta transfers, city
residents continue toface de-
lays. Several applicants said
they areforced to waitfor we-
eks to see a title change in
their patta after registra-
tion.

S

Earlier, the process was
cumbersome for both buyers
and sellers, requiring a com-
pulsory visit to the taluk offi-
ce for patta transfer, land me-
asurement, and other land
record-based services. The
system has now been moved
online, cutting down the ti-
me required to obtain docu-
mentsandreducing opportu-
nities for corruption to some
extent.

Under the new system, a
title change in the patta is

made within a minute aftera
buyer registers the purcha-
sed property, provided itdoes
not involve any subdivision.
This is known as a ‘fulfilled
patta’, which can be downlo-
aded from https://eservi-
ces.tn.govin. However, if a
person subdivides their land
parcel and sells it to multiple
buyers, the application is ro-
uted to the login of the villa-
ge administrative officer or
surveyor, and the patta is is-
sued within 30 days.

ource: The Times of India, 26 October 2025, p. 4

However, things on the
ground seem patchy Sand-
hya Vedullapalli, a lawyer
and activist whoregistered a
property in South Chennai
in Sept, said she is still wai-
ting for her updated patta. Si-
milarly, another woman, Pri-
ya (name changed), who pur-
chased an apartment in Pe-
rambur three months ago, is
yet to receive her updated
patta.

“This system seems to ha-
ve worked only for a short

while. Now, even after more
than three weeks, patta
transfers following registra-
tion of sale deeds are not be-
ing completed. It appears
that the old practice of run-
ning from pillar to post, and
the indirect corruption asso-
ciated with it, hasreturned,”
said Sandhya.

The simpler, transparent
process was a welcome re-
form, but it appears to have
been shortlived. “Patta
transfer does not happen im-
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atta transfers face delays despite digitization of land records

mediately even now, contra-
ry to govt instructions. Offi-
cials must monitor pending
applications and rectify the
glitches,” said social activist
Satish Galley.

Meanwhile, an official
from the Commissionerate
of Survey and Settlement sa-
id that if a person subdivides
land and sells it to several bu-
yers, the application is rou-
ted to the VAO or surveyor’s
login, and the patta will be is-
sued within 30 days.



Postal dept. releases
picture postcards on
‘hues of Tamil Nadu’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Department of Posts
released a set of picture
postcards on ‘“The Hues of
Tamil Naduw’, featuring
paintings of artist N.S. Ma-
nohar, here on Friday.

Mr. Manohar is known
for his vibrant depiction of
the cultural and natural

landscapes of the State.

A press release said G.
Natarajan, Postmaster-
General, Chennai City Re-
gion, released the picture
postcards at an event, coin-
ciding with World Post
Day.

The theme of this year’s
postal week is ‘Post for pe-
ople: local service, global
reach’

Source: The Hindu, 11 October 2025, p. 5

Smart water ATMS to come
up in more locations in city

Officials say the machines are being installed in 10 more locations, including Broadway, Padi

junction, GKM Colony, Kolathur, Tholkappia Poonga, and near Government Stanley Hospital

WATER WATCH

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

Chennai Metrowater has
planned to expand the
smart water ATM network
across the city, depending
on the demand from
residents.

With an aim to improve
the access of clean drink-
ing water in public places,
the water agency had set
up water ATMs in 50 key
locations to dispense water
free of cost. On average, at
least 40,000 litres of drink-
ing water is consumed dai-
ly through these ATMs
since June.

Metrowater has now be-
gun adding more such fa-
cilities in areas with high
usage. Officials said water
ATMs are being installed in
10 more locations, includ-
ing Broadway, Padi junc-
tion, GKM Colony, Kolath-
ur, Tholkappia Poonga and
near Government Stanley
Hospital. The sites for the
ATMS are chosen based on

Basic needs: On average, at least 40,000 litres of drinking water is
consumed daily through water ATMs. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

The sites for the
ATMs are chosen
based on the

requests and field
surveys on the
residents’ needs

requests and field surveys
on the residents’ needs.
There are plans to add a
few more water ATMs on
Marina beach as the exist-
ing facility received good
patronage. Other beaches
such as Besant Nagar and

Thiruvanmiyur would also
be covered, officials said.

Welcoming the efforts to
expand the network of
ATMs in Chennai, resi-
dents said the government
must sustain the facilities
for longer period with suf-
ficient monitoring and
maintenance.

D. Neelakannan, presi-
dent, Alliance of Resident
Welfare Associations of Ta-
mil Nadu, said, “Several
school students and pas-
sengers drink water from

the ATM in Retteri junc-
tion. I also consumed wa-
ter dispensed in some
ATMs to check quality.”

“The government muist
take measures to install
them in bus stands, hospi-
tals and public places in
areas such as Avadi and
Red Hills. Periodical moni-
toring is important to pre-
vent complaints of non-
availability of drinking wa-
ter,” he said.

Officials noted that
there were no major com-
plaints of any damage or
maintenance issues. The
automated water dispens-
ing units integrated with
reverse osmosis and ultra
filtration systems allow us-
ers to fill one-litre bottles
or 150 ml containers.

The facilities are moni-
tored through the monitor-
ing and control centre in
Metrowater headquarters
and engineers would re-
ceive alerts whenever wa-
ter level drops. Measures
are being taken to step up
surveillance through CCTV
cameras and police patroll-
ing.

More than 50 tourism awards

presented in 17 categories

Health Minister Ma. Subramanian on Thursday
said that tourism contributed to GDP growth and
income generation. Speaking at a function
organised to present State tourism awards to 52
institutions and individuals under 17 categories,
he said this was the fourth year these awards
were being presented. Minister for Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments P.K.
Sekarbabu, who was present at the event, said
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin was guiding the
Tourism Department in implementing schemes
to attract more tourists to Tamil Nadu. The State
was also at the forefront in promoting medical
tourism, he added. A press release said Tourism
Secretary K. Manivasagam, TTDC Managing
Director T. Christuraj, and Mayor R. Priya were
also present on the occasion.

Source: The Hindu, 24 October 2025, p. 3

Source: The Hindu, 05 October 2025, p. 4
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26 ‘Thozhi hostels
under construction
across State, says
Geetha Jeevan

The Hindu Bureau
THOOTHUKUDI

Social Welfare and Wo-
men Empowerment Mi-
nister P. Geetha Jeevan
said here on Sunday that
“Thozhi’ hostels for wo-
men are being set up at 26
locations across Tamil
Nadu.

Addressing media per-
sons, the minister said
that currently six new
‘Thozhi’ hostels have
been established for
working women across
the State.

Additionally, 10 hostels
in Thoothukudi, Tirunel-
veli, Vellore, Viluppuram
and other areas have been
renovated and are opera-
tional. Furthermore,
three hostels, in Tiruchi,
Coimbatore and Ayanam-
bakkam, obtained from
Adi Dravidar Welfare De-

At present, a total of 19 Tamil Nadu Working Women's Hostels
are operational across the State. REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

The Minister said
10 more hostels
have been
renovated and
made operational

partment have been reno-
vated and are functioning.

She said that at present
a total of 19 hostels are op-
erational, while construc-
tion of 26 hostels are un-
derway at various stages
and three hostels are un-
der renovation in Tirup-
pur, Madurai and
Coimbatore.

Ms. Geetha Jeevan said
that under the ‘Pudhumai
Penn’ scheme a total of
5,29,728 students pursu-
ing arts and science, engi-
neering and other courses
have been benefited. Un-
der the ‘Tamil Pudhalvan’
scheme 3,92,449 students
have benefitted to date.

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2025, p. 7

Sprawling premises: The convention centre at Muttukadu is

coming up on a plinth area of 2.08 lakh square feet.

Kalaignar International
Convention Centre to
be ready by Feb. 2026

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Kalaignar Internation-
al Convention Centre at
Muttukadu, one of the
flagship initiatives of the
Tamil Nadu government,
will be ready by February
2026.

Public Works Minister
E.V. Velu on Monday re-
viewed the construction of
the structure, spread over
37.99 acres. Currently, the
second floor of the struc-
ture is being built.

The Public Works De-
partment launched the
¥525-crore project in May.
According to a press re-
lease, the centre is coming
up on a plinth area of 2.08

lakh square feet to host
conferences and major
events. The building will
include a 91,924-square
foot exhibition hall capa-
ble of accommodating
10,000 people, a conven-
tion hall with a seating ca-
pacity of 5,000, and a
1,500-seat auditorium. It
will also have dining halls
and parking space for
1,638 four-wheelers and
1,700 two-wheelers. Once
completed, the conven-
tion centre will establish a
global identity for Tamil
Nadu, Mr. Velu said.

Mangat Ram Sharma,
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, PWD, was among the
officials present at the re-
view meeting.

Source: The Hindu, 28 October 2025, p. 2
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Only 2.7% commuters paid via digital;

accessibility still core focus for MTC
FOOTFALL IN FOCUS

Ramyasre.N
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Despiteapush to-
ward cashless travel, only a
fraction of Chennai’s bus
commuters have gone digi-
tal. Of the 10.4 crore pas-
sengers who used Metropo-
litan Transport Corpora-
tion (MTC) services last
month, just 2.73% paid thro-
ugh Singara Chennai
cards, UPI, debit/credit
cards, or Chennai One app.

Data provided by MTC
says that around 3.97 crore
women travelled for free un-
der the Vidiyal Payanam
scheme, forming the lar-
gest user group. Among pa-
ying passengers, cash do-
minated with %3.57 crore
transactions, while1.38 cro-
re used 1,000 and %2,000
monthly passes.

MTC officials say they
had deliberately not rushed
towards complete digitiza-
tion . “A large share of our

An average of
34.70 lakh people ride
with MTC daily
(acc to Sept 2025 data)

A total of
10,40,96,729
people used MTC
services in Sept 2025

Mode of transaction or scheme Total passenger count

Cash transaction 3,57,52,241
Magalir Vidiyal Payanam (scheme) 3,97,16,550
Debhit/credit Card 3,996
UPI 21,31,351
Singara Chennai card (NCMC) 77 9 6,71,431
Chennai One mabile app 37,993
Students bus pass (scheme) 1,19,28,220
Monthly travel passes (scheme) 1,38,54,947
passengers are students year It rolled out UPI-enab-
and senior citizens whouse led ticketing machines in
passes for free travel. Many ~ Feb2024,launched the Sing-

don’t always carry mobile
phones. We cannot exclude
themonaccountof digitiza-
tion,” said MTC managing
director T Prabhushankar.
Still, MTC has been ma-
king gradual efforts to take
services online since last

Source: The Times of India, 20 October 2025, p. 6

ara Chennai card integra-
ting bus and metro services
in Jan 2025, followed by
ChennaiOne app, launched
last month. On Oct 13, digi-
tal transactions briefly sur-
ged to 11%, driven by UPI,
Singara Chennai cards, de-

bit/credit cards, and Chen-
naiOneapp transactions.

The Chennai Unified
Metropolitan  Transport
Authority (CUMTA) plans
to digitize all 1,000 and
22,000 MTC passes by
month-end while continu-
ing limited physical sales.
However, even taking servi-
ces online does not elimina-
te all issues. “Online pass
purchases still don’t show
where passengers get off,
restricting our ability to
study travel patterns. We're
working on a solution,” sa-
id CUMTA membersecreta-
rylJeyakumar.

While youngsters wel-
come the change, older pas-
sengers prefer physical pas-
ses. “Evennow,Itravel from
Pattabiram to Avadi depot
to buy my physical pass.
They should first fix such
offline discrepancies befo-
re pushing everything onli-
ne,” said T Sadagopan, a se-
nior citizen pass holder.

Fleet upgrade: State govt places
order for 1,937 buses with TN firm

New batch of vehicles will have upgraded engines, stronger chassis and wheelchair ramps

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
has placed an order with Ashok
Levland for 1,937 new buses, in
order to modernise its public
transport bus fleet.

The Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Undertakings (TNSTU),
which already runs over 21,000
Ashok Leyland buses across
the state, has placed the order
for the batch that would include
different types of buses for cit-
ies, towns and long-distance
travel.

All the buses would come
with upgraded engines and
stronger chassis for better du-
rability and smoother rides,
along with pneumatic suspen-

The Tamil Nadu State Transport Undertakings has placed the order that includes
different types of buses for cities, towns and long-distance travel | mu pic

sion systems on long-route bus-
es. The vehicles would possess
features such as electronic sta-

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 October 2025, p. 4

bility control to reduce the risk
of accidents, automatic trans-
mission, and better battery and

power systems to support GPS
and passenger information
services, stated a press note.
They would also include wheel-
chair ramps and lower floors, it
added.

Ashok Leyland National
Sales Head (Medium & Heavy
Commercial Vehicles) Madhavi
Deshmukh said, “This order
shows the trust Tamil Nadu
has in our buses. We are com-
mitted to making travel safer
and more comfortable for pas-
sengers.” Ashok Leyland Head
of Bus (MHCV) K Mohan said
the company is proud to play a
part in improving the state’s
public transport infrastruc-
ture. “These new buses will
make travel safer and cleaner
for evervone,” he said.
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Elevated corridor project
on GST Road to integrate
Bus Rapid Transit System

To be built at a cost of 3,300 crore, this 184-km-long structure will be T.N's first BRTS-integrated

corridor. It will have additional lanes to be used in case of emergencies, and also as BRTS corridor

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he proposed 18.4-
Tkm—long elevated
corridor from Ki-

lambakkam Terminus
(Urapakkam) to Mahindra
City (Chettipunyam) on the
Grand Southern Trunk
(GST) Road will have a pro-
vision for the Bus Rapid
Transit System (BRTS).

The width of the corri-
dor — to be constructed at
an estimated cost of
%3,300 crore — will be in-
creased to 29 m from 25 m,
and the facility will have
additional lanes on either
side.

Sources in the National
Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) said the width
had been increased after a
review by the Central go-
vernment.

“The earlier alignment
had six lanes. The addi-
tional lanes will be used in
case of emergencies, en-
suring smooth flow of traf-
fic. These lanes would also
serve as the BRTS corridor.
Elevators will be installed
every 2 km to provide com-
muters access to the bus
shelters,” an official said.
This will be the State’s first
BRTS-integrated elevated
corridor.

The elevated corridor,
which will be taken up by
the NHALI in the present fi-
nancial year, will also be in-
tegrated with the Chennai
Peripheral Ring Road near

Enhancing connectivity

The elevated corridor, to be taken up by the NHAI
in this financial year, will be on the lines of the
7.3-km-long Chettikulam corridor in Madurai

WIDTH

= I
] LENGTH I N
The length of the corridor will be It will be

29 metres
18.4 km in width
It will have an Bus passengers It will be
integrated BRTS will be able integrated with the

corridor with to reach the

bus stops every

2 km

Singaperumal Koil.

Entry/exit ramps would
be provided near Iyyan-
cherry junction and Kat-
tankulathur.

Minimising accidents

Running parallel to the
Chennai-Tiruchi National
Highway, the corridor aims
to reduce accidents at 14

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2025, p. 2

shelters with the
help of elevators

Chennai Peripheral
Ring Road near
Singaperumal Koil

blackspots, and segregate
local traffic from the high-
way, thereby controlling
traffic congestion during
festival season.

The corridor would be a
steel structure along the
lines of the 7.3-km-long
Chettikulam corridor in
Madurai.

Before the construction

The proposed
elevated corridor
will run from
Kilambakkam
bus terminus to
Mahindra World

Mahindra
World City

]
Tambaram

Perungalathur @

® vandalur

Kilambakkam
bus terminus

FILE PHOTO: B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

begins, five high-tension
power lines will be shifted
to ensure that the work is
free of hassles.

Meanwhile, sources also
said the Chennai Metro
Rail Limited had opted out
of the integrated corridor
proposal. They felt it
would not be economically
viable, an official said.
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No child weltare committees in four
districts, 17 functioning on extensions

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

DESPITE forming a state-level
selection committee in July to
appoint new members to Child
Welfare Committees (CWCs),
the TN government has left
over 20 districts without fresh
appointments. Four districts —
Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram,
Villupuram and Virudhunagar
— have no committees at all,
while several others are operat-
ing on extended tenures.
CWCs, mandated under the
Juvenile Justice Act, are quasi-
magisterial bodies respon-
sible for safeguarding
children in need, decid-
ing placements in care
institutions, and moni-
toring their welfare. “For
over six months now,
four districts have had no
dedicated committees.
The Kallakurichi
CWC now handles

o

cases in Villupuram, requiring
members to travel one or two
days aweek. This creates strain
on both districts and negatively
impacts children in need of
care,” said Zahiruddin Moham-
med, former CWC chairperson
and petitioner in PILs advocat-
ing for state-level appointments
for CWCs in the HC.

Department sources added
the CWC members, who take
care of neighbouring districts
as well, are not provided com-
pensation for travel.

Earlier, CWCs were
appointed by dis-
trict-level commit-

tees. This process
faced concerns,
including delays
in appointments
and questions about
candidate quality.
While the state-level

- committee has
_. reportedly

Source: The New Indian Express, 06 October 2025, p. 2

screened candidates and sub-
mitted recommendations, this
delay in appointments is un-
warranted, Zahiruddin added.

Tenures in 17 districts includ-
ing Dindigul, Tiruchy, Ram-
anathapuram, Kallakurichi and
Chengalpattu, have been ex-
tended; some since April.

Under the mandated selec-
tion process, the member-secre-
tary of the selection committee
invites applications at least six
months before a panel’s tenure
ends. Eligible applications are
evaluated, and the committee
then recommends a panel of
three names per vacancy, which
the government is required to
appoint within three months.

Meanwhile, officials from the
Directorate of Child Welfare
and Special Services said can-
didate verification is ongoing,
and chairpersonsand members
for most districts are expected
to be appointed in a month.

CM launches Aran’ homes for transitioning transgenders

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister MK
Stalin launched Aran’ (pro-
tection) homes for transgen-
ders on Monday to provide
shelter during their gender
transition period.

In the first phase, two
Aran’ homes were establis-
hed, one at Shenoy Nagar,
Chennai, and anotherat Anna
Nagar, Madurai, at a total cost
of 743.881akh.

A release from state govt
said, “During their transition
period, the transgenders un-
dergo fear and mental pressu-

re due to which they stay away
from their houses and educa-
tional institutes. The ‘Aran’
homes will help in protecting
them and will give counsel-

Source: The Times of India, 14 October 2025, p. 8

ling to them. The homes will
help provide education, free
legal help, will help them file
complaints against harass-
ment and discrimination, and

will take measures to unite
them with their families.”

The homes will have a ca-
pacity of 25 each, in which
transgenders aged above 18
can stay for a period ranging
from one month to three ye-
ars. Transgenders from any
district possessing an ID card
from state transgenders wel-
fare board will be eligible to
stay in these homes.

Stalin also inaugurated
two mega food parks of Sipcot
at Tindivanam in Villupu-
ram, and Theni. The two faci-
lities entail a combined in-
vestment of 190 crore. These
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parks will host more than 20
food processing units, attrac-
ting investments worth hund-
reds of crores and creating
more than1,000jobs.

Childhood care and educa-
tion centres have also been
launched in16 Sipcot industri-
alparks.

Stalin inaugurated new to-
urism projects worth 7.46
croretodevelop tourism in Ja-
vadhu Hills in Tiruvannama-
lai, Ponnaiyar Dam in Karur,
and Kolli Hills in Namakkal.
He also laid foundation stones
for various tourism projects
worth ¥16.3 crore.



Solar power to light up govt
offices, reduce electricity bill

Bids invited for 40MW solar projects, initial phase to cover 4 districts

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Green Energy
Corporation Limited (TNGE-
CL) has invited bids to set up
A0MW of grid-connected rooftop
solar power projects on govern-
ment buildings acrossthe state.
The project aims to help state
government departmentslower
their electricity bills, as many
of them already have bill pay-
ments pending for several
months, which the electricity
board is struggling to collect.
“This is the first time we are
taking up such a large-scale so-
lar project for government of-
fice buildings across Tamil
Nadu. Earlier, the Tamil Nadu
Energy Development Agency
(TEDA) — now functioning un-
der TNGECL — had installed
solar panels in 250 schools with
a total capacity of 1.5MW.
Though some government of-
fices already have solar sys-
tems, we do not have proper
data on them,” a senior TNGE-
CL official told TNIE.
Though TNGECL had
planned for 200MW, tenders
have been floated for 40MW in
the first phase, with the rest to
follow soon, the official added.
The projects will be imple-
mented under the Renewahle
Energy Service Company (RES-
C0O) model through taritft-based
competitive bidding. Under the
RESCO model, developers will
set up and maintain the rooftop
systems with no capital costs to
the government and sell the
electricity generated from it as
per the fixed tariff. The rooftop
systems will work under a net
feed-in mechanism, allowing
surplus power to be supplied
back tothe grid.
“In the initial phase, rooftop

B TNGECL has estimated
around ¥6 crore for
installing 1MW of rooftop
solar capacity. However,
officials said the final
cost may vary depending
on market conditions

B At present, the state-
owned power utility is
struggling to recover
electricity dues from local
bodies and other
government offices, with
pending payments of
nearly ¥2,000 crore

B Oncesolar panels are
installed, these offices
can generate theirown
power, cutting their
manthly electricity bills
by 40% to 50%. This, in
turn, will help ease the
financial burden on the
utility

solar projects will come up in
Chennai, Chengalpattu,
Kancheepuram, and Tiruvallur
districts. The process of identi-
fying suitable buildings is un-
der way. The chennai corpora-
tion has shortlisted nearly 105
locations. TNGECLhas inspect-
ed afew sites, and similar work
is happening in the other three
districts,” the official said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 07 October 2025, p. 2

The rooftop area required for each
project will range from 2,000 to 10,000
sq ft per building | ALepP

Officials have been asked to
prioritise government build-
ings with electricity consump-
tion above 5kW or those with
bulk usage. “A detailed list will
be shared once the bidding
process is completed and suc-
cessful bidders are finalised,”
he added.

The rooftop area required for
each project will range from
2,000 to 10,000 sq ft per building,
another official said, adding
that under the central govern-
ment’s PM Surva Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana, all ministries, de-
partments, autonomous bodies,
and subordinate offices must be
equipped with rooftop solar sys-
tems by December 31, 2025.

According to the tender noti-
fication accessed by TNIE, the
pre-bid meeting will be held on
October 8. Online bid submis-
sion will be open from October
15t0 27, and bids will be opened
on October 28. Bidders must
submit an earnest money de-
posit (EMD) of 50 lakh, while
the selected bidder must pro-
vide a performance bank guar-
antee of 1 crore per megawatt
within 15 days of signing the
agreement.
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Tirukkural to be translated
to 15 more languages by °27

Times NEws NETWORK

rom Icelandic to Viet-
F namese, Thiruvallu-

var’s Tirukkural is
likely to be translated into
15 more languages across
the continents by 2027.

The state govt had an-
nounced a project to trans-
late the ancient text into 45
languages in the next three
years, in the Tamil Nadu
budget. The ancient text has
already been translated into
more than 60 languages.

Officials helddiscus-
sions with
Europe-
an lan-

guage '
publishers ~
to identify [} ( a2 !"‘
co-pub- \,{, i

lishers in the region at the
recently concluded Frank-
furt Book Fair in Germany:

“Ukrainian, Romanian,
Hungarian, Serbo-Croatian,
Bulgarian, Slovak, Norwe-
gian, Lithuanian, Slovenian,
Latvian, Irish, Finnish, and
Icelandic are some of the
languages that were ex-
plored for bringing the
Tirukkural translation in
those languages. It would be
atrilingual book with Tamil,
English, and one European
language,” said T Sankara
Saravanan, honorary ad-
viser to Tamil Nadu Text-
book and Educational Ser-
vices Corporation.

The corporation is plan-
ning to bring out Tirukkural
in Maori (New Zealand) and
Macedonian at the Chennai
International Book Fair 2026.
Vietnamese, Javanese, Lao,

Hebrew, Kazakh, Uzbek, Ti-
betan, and Mongolian were
some of the Asian lan-
guages identified for
translation. Likewise,
some of the
African lan-
guages
identified
for translation
are Xhosa,
Yoruba, Lin-
gala, and
Igbo.

The corporation also
partnered with publishers’
networks such as the Afri-
can Publishers Network
(APNET) to translate clas-
sical text into African lan-
guages. The translations
will be based on Hitoshi
Pruiksma’s Tirukkural
commentary. A target has
been set to translate the
text into 15 languages by
CIBF 2027.

Efforts were
made to inscribe
the Tirukkural
into Unesco's
Memory of the
World register

Further, efforts were
made to inscribe the Tiruk-
kural into Unesco’s Memory
of the World register and
make Tirukkural reciting
part of Unesco’s intangible
cultural heritage. A team
comprising Sankara Sara-
vanan met ambassador and
permanent representative
of India to Unesco Vishal V
Sharma in Paris and held
discussions on publishing
Unesco Courier in Tamil and
possible inscription of
Tirukkural under various
Unesco conventions.
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Changing rules, tightened court orders, frozen permits, have turned homestay
boom into test of how TN can promote tourism without pushing hills too far

Ooty bed & breakfasts
et a wake-up call

Shantha Thiagarajan@timesofindia.com

very few days, S Geetha logs on to

the Tamil Nadu tourism depart-

ment website, hoping to register

her Ooty homestay. “But the portal

just doesn’t seem to work. I've been
trying for months,” she says.

It’s not just Geetha who’s confused. The
tourism department itself seems unsure how
to handle the state’s homestay and bed-and-
breakfast (B&B) sector, which has been
mushrooming across hill stations.

Over the past few years, the govt has re-
peatedly changed its stance on regulating
homestays, first promoting them as immer-
sive experiences that showcase local cus-
toms, cuisine and attractions, then tighten-
ing controls after environmental objections,
leaving operators unsure of what rules apply
and district administrations struggling to
enforce regulations.

In 2022, the govt introduced registration
and classification guidelines, leading to 942
licences being issued statewide; 565 were in
the Nilgiris and 300 in Kodaikanal. But envi-
ronmentalists protested that the unchecked
spread of homestays in eco-sensitive zones
threatened the ecology of the region and
violated earlier court orders for scientific
studies to be conducted before permits were
issued. Consumer groups said it strained
water and infrastructure.

Then came a slew of PILs after which, in
April, the Madras high court passed an order
freezing registrations and renewals “until
further notice”. The tourism department
blocked its online portal, leaving hundreds
of operators in limbo, including those who
registered under the category three years ago
and are now unable to renew their licences.

Madras HC formed a committee, headed
by district revenue officers (DRO), district
tourism officer and officials from revenue
and local bodies, such as the executive of-
ficer, block development officer and munici-
pal commissioner, to identify illegal cottages,
homestays and B&Bs in the Nilgiris and
Kodaikanal.

Now, an affidavit submitted by the Nil-
giris district administration to the court says
945 illegal cottages and resorts have been
identified, and the process of issuing notices
to them is underway. “Over the past three
months, we have sealed at least 25 buildings
that were operating illegally, primarily as
resorts, with one being a homestay and an-
other a B&B,” says M Narayanan, Nilgiris
DRO.

He adds that the recent building sealing

Source: The Times

drive targeted those operating without reg-
istration as B&Bs or homestays, as well as
commercial resorts functioning within resi-
dential areas. “Some were found to be unau-
thorised. Our focus is on shutting down un-
authorised buildings that operate as resorts
and homestays. We will then look at commer-
cial resorts functioning in residential struc-
tures, followed by establishments that violate
building regulations.”

Inone instance, the inspection team found

that a B&B sanctioned for six rooms was us-
ing a single licence to run three units with
18 rooms within the same complex. “The
building was sealed,” says Narayanan.

It was also found that several commercial
resorts that had obtained permits were op-
erating in unauthorised buildings, 80% of
them from residential buildings. Some build-
ings also violated building regulations, de-
spite having obtained commercial licenses
to operate resorts. For example, an 8,500sqft

HOME RULES

RESORT: A commercial complex of
units let out for tourists and guests

COTTAGE: A commercial unit let
out for guests and tourists

HOMESTAY ESTABLISHMENT:
When the owner/promoter
resides in the same premises
for providing the necessary
services to visitors/guests. The
establishment would have a
minimum of one lettable room
and a maximum of three
lettable rooms (6 beds)

BED AND BREAKFAST
ESTABLISHMENT: Premises
including buildings in a plantation
where the owner/promoter of the
establishment does not reside at the
establishment himself/herself, but an
Agent or operator so designated by him/her
resides in the establishment premises for

guests. The establishment would have a
minimum of one lettable room and a maximum
of six lettable rooms (12 beds)

=5 B g iy
of India, 15 October 2025, p. 6

providing the necessary services to the visitors/
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building was licensed for just 2,500sqft.

“We identified 47 more buildings across
the district functioning as resorts or cot-
tages violating regulations. We will take ac-
tion on them as per the court order. We hope
these issues will get streamlined,” says
Narayanan.

A senior tourism department official says
most B&Bs and homestays are registered
with the department, though some owners
are awaiting licence renewals. “The associa-

tion of B&B and homestay owners has

544 registered members,” the official

says.

He says “a Tamil Nadu Tourism Act
is being drafted”. According to the of-
ficial, one of the problems is that
private inspection agencies have
been appointed to classify estab-
lishments as silver or gold
based on their facilities. In
some cases, while the prop-
erties met classification
criteria, buildings were
found to be illegal. “The
govt should have includ-
ed officials in the inspec-
tion panels for account-
ability.”
Illegal constructions
are sometimes enabled by
local officials, says V Siva-
das, managing trustee of
NEST, an environmental
and social organisation in
Ooty. “Along with sealing il-
legal properties, the district
administration should also hold
the responsible local officials ac-
countable.”
Meanwhile, operators such as Gee-
tha say they are left hanging. “I just
don’t know whatI'm supposed to donow.”




Crime cases against kids, Dalits
onrise in TN, show NCRB data

GAUTHAM SELVARAJAN @ Chennai

THE Crime in India report of
National Crime Records Bu-
reau for 2023, released after
over a yvear's delay, showed that
cases filed for crimes against
children and crimes against
Dalits under the Scheduled
Castes/ Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act in-
creased noticeably in Tamil
Nadu in 2023 compared to the
year before.

However, the number of mur-
der cases and other violent
crimes, which is one of the key
indicators of law and order,
witnessed a decline in the same
period. In terms of overall
crime rate, Tamil Nadu stood at
264.9 per lakh population while
that of India was 270.3 per lakh
population.

Cases filed under SC / ST
(PoA) Act rose by 9.1% from
1,761 in 2022 to 1,921 In 2023.
Over a five-year period from
2019 to 2023, the cases filed un-
der the act has sharply in-
creased by 68% . The number of
cases stoodat1,144 in 2019, 1,294
in 2020, 1,377 in 2021, before re-
cording a sharp spike of 27.9%
in 2022,

The number of cases regis-
tered for crimes against chil-
dren also increased, rising from
6,580 in 2022 to 6,968 in 2023. The
figure in 2021 stood at6,064 cas-
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es. In Chennai, cases of crimes
against children saw an in-
crease from 514 to 573.

Meanwhile, cases registered
for crimes against women de-
creased from 9,207 in 2022 to
8.943 in 2023. The number of
murder cases saw a slight de-
cline in Tamil Nadu, with 1,681
cases registered in 2023 com-
pared to 1,690 in 2022. However,
Chennai reported a marginal
increase, from 101 cases in 2022
to 105 in 2023.

Overall, violent crimes, in-
cluding murder, culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder,
infanticide, attempt to murder,
and grievous hurt, also de-
clined from 12,325 cases in 2022
to 11,302 in 2023. Similarly, kid-

Source: The New Indian Express, 01 October 2025, p. 6

napping and abduction cases
dropped significantly, from 737
in 2022 to 496 in 2023,

Crimes against senior citi-
zens also decreased from 2,376
in 2022 to 2,104 in 2023. The state
ranked fourth in the country
for crimes against senior citi-
zens. While overall cases have
fallen compared to the previous
vear, Chennai saw a slight in-
crease, with cases rising from
391 to 399. Asfar as crimes com-
mitted by juveniles is con-
cerned, the cases has increased
from 2,607 in 2022 to 2,999 in
2023. Meanwhile, cyber crimes,
cases registered by the Railway
Protection Force and casesfiled
by the state have also risen
compared to previous yvears.
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‘In Tamil Nadu, violent crime is
down, public trust in police is up’

The National Crime Records Bureau
Data For 2023 Reveal A Nuanced Picture CRIME
Of Law And Order, Not Social Decay, FILES

FOR THE PEOP‘LE:
ATmentally,
unwell woman
being
‘b

Writes DGP G Venkatraman According to yea
according to year
very year, the release of ST help desks offer a safe space for Tamil Nadu
NCRB data prompts a every complainant. Digital tools B 202
wave of media reportson  such as the Kaavalan SOS app and
the state of policinginIn-  the 1930 cyber crime helpline ena- M 2023
dia. In a country as com-  ble instant reporting; accesstojus- B 0 T @ T R ¢ R BISSNLA. T  M _
plex as ours, and with crime data  tice is now literally at a citizen’s Murder
often layered with multiple social  fingertips. B 169
realities, media reporting rarely A closer examination of the v
reflects the reality on the ground. NCRB data reveals the nuanced ! . 717-@81 3
Some of the recent coverage follow-  story behind the headlines. Cyber- Culpable Homicide
ing the release of the 2023 NCRB  crime shows the most dramatic I 86
data illustrates this pattern. numerical surge. However, this
The 2023 NCRB data for Tamil trend mirrors a nationwide digital [ | 157
Nadu reveal a striking duality. In  explosion. With soaring UPI trans- """ DowryDeaths
Tamil Nadu, violent crimes are  actions, e-commerce, and social
down, and public trust is up. Citi- media usage, more citizens are ex-  is both specific and revealing. As- efforts and community-level pre- [ »
zens who once stayed silent now  posed to online platforms. Tamil  saults on women with intent to  vention programmes. | 11
confidently call 1930, use the Nadu’s consistent national  outrage modesty rose 16.7%, from There is also a 11.4% declinein = -~ Ktie'ﬁb'té& Murder
Kaavalan app, or walk ranking of sixth incy- 1,414 cases to 1,650. Most of this crimes against senior citizens. .
into a police station bercrime cases indi-  increase are cases of digital har- Physical assaults such as attempt I 2 623
knowing they will “ cates that we are  assment and stalking, reflecting  to murder;, robbery, and grievous | 2,363
be heard and their effectively man-  the growing use of smartphones. hurt have dropped significantly, T GrievousHut
complaint re- AR aging a univer- That so many now approach the thanks to neighbourhood-watch
corded. Q't'ze"S who once stayed sal challenge, police instead of enduring abuse  schemes, better urbanlighting, and | [ NN 1,129
Overall vio- silent now confidently call not facing a silently speaks volumes about ex- ~ faster patrol response times. Only | U 1,984
lent crimes in 1930, use the Kaavalan app, unique crisis.  panding trust. Crucially, dowry- cheatingoffences, mostly of acyber = ----------------1----
Tamil Nadu fell or walk into a police station This proactive rglated d_eaths fell by 61 %, and o_rfmanc_ial nature, showMa_slght Rape
sharply from knowing they will be heard managementis kidnapping and abduction of rise, which has triggered digital- | [l 421
12,325 cases in . . backedbyrobust ~women dropped by 456% — clear literacy campaigns tailored spe- ] 365
2022 to 11,302 in and their complaint infrastructure:  evidence of ourfocused protection  cifically for the elderly: e 2
2023. This is a sign recorded. every district now  efforts. Crimes against Scheduled Tamil Nadu continues to rank Kidnapping
of effective preven- hasadedicatedcyber  Castessawa9% increasefrom2022 among the top-performing states ] 131
tive, intelligence-based crime police station, to 2023. This rise underscores withitsoverall chargesheetingrate - 496
policing. The data reveal steep while the 1930 helpline and  something important: heightened  rising from 70.7% in 2022 to 80.8% = =222 _____________T70_
declines across critical areas: at- www.cybercrime.govinportalhave awareness and trust inthe system  in2023. This critical metricreflects Robbery
tempted murders fell by 10%, and  made reporting accessible and ef- are leading to more cases being our institutional commitment to 2,705
murders declined marginally Kid-  ficient. There’s been a 5.9% in- formally registered. Many of these = notjustregister a complaint, but to
napping and abduction cases crease in crimes against children cases are of minor offences that  carry through evidence-based pros- —z_.gl_z__
dipped by 46%, riotingby 41%,.and (6,580 to 6,968 cases). This under- were once ignored, tolerated, or  ecution. Dacoity
dacoity and robbery by 11%. And,  scores heightened institutional settled informally outside the sys- The earlier unwillingness tofile ] M
street-snatching androbbery cases  responsiveness and the breakingof ~ tem. Their entry into the official = complaints was born from fear and
fell by 18%. taboos as more citizens come for-  record isasign of systemic health, adeep-seated distrust in the system. | 133

Yet, the state saw increases in
some categories. This is because
victims found the courage and reli-
able channels to report crimes.
There was a time when a woman

ward. Serious offences against mi-
nors such as kidnapping and rape
actually fell. The rise occurred
primarily in cases registered under
the Child Labour Act and the Child

not social decay.

Finally, NDPS Act cases, which
had surged by nearly 50% in 2022
following initiatives such as the
Drive Against Drugs and Operation

When that silence is broken, when
avictim from a marginalised group
finally feels safe enough to speak
and is met with a respectful and
professional response, it is a pro-

SERIOUS
OFFENCES

facingharassmentorachild suffer- Marriage Act, an indication of  Ganja Vettai, dropped by 2.5% in  found sign of progress.

ing abuse hesitated to walk intoa  heightened institutional vigilance = 2023. This marks a “stabilization Email your feedback with AGAINST
police station. Today, a vast and  and proactive enforcement. phase” where the strategic focus name and address to MINORS FELL
responsive network of all-women Evenwithinthe broad category  has shifted from a high volume of southpole.toi

police stations and dedicated SC/  of crimes against women, therise  arrests to sustained rehabilitation @timesofindia.com

Source: The Times of India, 13 October 2025, p. 10
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Al to assist in city police services

Service Will Be
Available In
Tamil & English

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Soon, Chennaites
may not have to visit a police
station or wait on hold for the
'100'operatortogetupdateson
a complaint or traffic fine. A
new Al-powered virtual assi-
stant proposed by the Greater
Chennai Police (GCP) will let
citizens chat, talk, or video-
call with the police in Tamil
or English through familiar
messaging and social media
platforms or even kiosks that
are being planned at public
places.

The GCP has invited tech
firms to develop a conversa-
tional artificial intelligence
(AI) platform. This will allow
citizens to interact with the

COP GPT

The Al chatbot and voice bot
will answer questions on:

Connect via WhatsApp, social media messengers,
TN Police website, or public kiosks. Chat, talk, or
video-call in Tamil or English

Live support escalation
if the Al can’t resolve
an issue, it:

» Transfers to a live
police help desk, or

» Generates a support
ticket for review

Complaints Traffic
(FIR/CSR challans
status) and fines
Licensing IMEI or @
and NOC vehicle 3
appllcatmns verification

police through chatbots, voi-
ce assistants, and video bots
inTamil and English.

“The proposed system
will be integrated with exis-
tingpolice databases and app-
lications, including FIR and
CSR tracking, traffic challan
payment systems, licensing
and NOC portals, and IMET

Source: The Times of India, 19 October 2025, p. 5

Surf 1

verification platforms. This
will provide authenticated in-
formation. Citizens will be
able to access these services
through WhatsApp, social
media, the Tamil Nadu Police
website, mobile apps, and
even Al-powered kiosks with
3D video bots at police sta-
tions and public locations,”

said asenior police officer.

The platform will be ca-
pable of handling both text
and voice interactions, with a
friendly Indian-style voice for
thebot. “It willalso supportli-
ve video chat with police re-
presentatives whenneeded. A
cloud-based infrastructure
provided by the Chennai Poli-
ce will host the system. This
will ensure secure data stora-
ge within India and compli-
ance with state and national
data protection laws,” he ad-
ded.

If the ATl system fails tore-
solveaquery, it willautomati-
cally escalate the conversa-
tiontoalive helpdesk or gene-
rate a support ticket for revi-
ew, ensuring a smooth
handover between -citizens
and police personnel. “The
system will learn continuo-
usly, improving its accuracy
and speech recognition for
Tamil dialects through real-
world conversations,” the of-
ficer said.

The project will be rolled
out in phases over seven
months, followed by three ye-
ars of maintenance and AI
model updates. The shortlis-
ted firms will later demonst-
rate their solutions before a
technical evaluation commit-
tee.

Experts point out that as
long as the facility is used for
information, it is fine. “This
initiative ismorelike a websi-
te -- where people can access
information. Now most peo-
ple have smartphones, so ac-
cess to information will beco-
me easier,” said cyber law
consultant Na. Vijayashan-
kar.

However, residents said
thatapart from chatbots, poli-
ce should improve visible po-
licing. “We are no longer see-
ing policemen on patrol. Traf-
ficpolice arereadily available
forfining, butnoneonthegro-
und for regulation,” said V S
Suresh, advocate, motor acci-
dents claims tribunal.

Bijoy.Bharathan@timesofindia.com

hen it comes to

surfing, India ranks

third in Asia, while

eight of the 10

national-level
athletes hail from Tamil Nadu. This
has prompted the state to take the lead
in the business ecosystem of the
sport, and private players are taking
advantage of TN's long coastline and
surfer-friendly waters. Apart from the
20-0dd surfing schools dotting the East
Coast, there is a peripheral industry
comprising handmade surfboard
makers and retailers.

Attheforefront is Arun Vasu, chair-
man & MD, TT Group, and president,
Surfing Federation of India. He has a
four-decade long association with wa-
tersports and has worked with the TN
and Kerala Tourism departments on
various watersports projects. In 2012,
{__hiscompany adopted a Kovalam village,

Source: The Times of India, 27 October 2025, p. 2

took local young fishermen under its
‘wings, and they went on to become surf-
ing instructors. It was the year that he
founded Surf Turf, a surf school and
restaurant. The plan was to transform
Kovalam into India’s surfing village.”

“A majority of surf schools on the
East Coast are ones led by those who
trained at our school. Today, there are
12 surfing schools in Kovalam, five in
Mahabalipuram and three in Auroville.
There are also two watersports schools
located in Rameswaram, an indicator
of the steady growth of such activities
in Tamil Nadu.” Vasu tells us. “During
the east coast surfing season (Apr-Oct),
our school earns 5 lakh a month.
Schools in the region could earn up to
%2lakh a month, which is about 260,000
after expenses,” adds Vasu.

The surfing ecosystem in India is in
anascent stage. Monetizing the sport
requires the curation of events. Vasu
has spearheaded the annual Covelong
Point Surf Yoga Music Festival. First

POINT BREAK: Raghul Panneerselvam,
the founder of Coral Surfboards at his
workshop in Mahabalipuram

held in 2013, it saw an attendance of
1,500 people. The 2023 edition saw 35,000
attendees. “Such events help build a
buzz around surfing, introduce a new
crop of enthusiasts, and even non-surf-
ers to the sport,” he tells us. They also
serve as an alternative revenue stream

for the sport, a seasonal affair.

‘While Vasu in a personal capacity
has invested upwards of %7 crore to
build the surfing ecosystem in the state,
the TN govt has now come onboard. The
TN International Surf Open Qualifying
Series 3000 event held in Mahabali-
puram in Aug 2023, was supported by
the TN govt. The Asian Surfing Cham-
pionship 2025 which took place in Au-
gust, was also backed by the govern-
ment. Now, an ancillary business com-
munity comprising surf-

years, he pooled in his savings and a
bank loan to invest 7 lakh to build a
workshop on his terrace, purchase ma-
chinery; shaping tools, fibreglass fabric
from Australia and raw materials.

“I get orders to custom build five to
six surfboards a month. The input cost
ranges from 216,000 for a 6.4 foot board
t0 220,000 for a 9 foot board. The short
boards cost 228,000, and prices go up
depending on the size, and art work.”
Today, Raghul divides his time between

ipuram (May to Sept) and Ag-

board makers is also making waves.
Raghul Panneerselvam, the founder
of Coral Surfboards, who hails from a
family of fishermen, had his brush with
surfboard-shaping in 2013 when an Aus-
tralian surfer visited Mahabalipuram
and founded Temple Surfboards. When
it folded up, Raghul branched out as a
surfing instructor; and used his savings
to set up a handmade surfboard-manu-
facturing startup. Building his first
surfboard cost him %50,000. Over three
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onda, South Goa (Oct to April). He has
set a deadline of three years to begin
exporting his surfboards to Sri Lanka,
Reunion Island and Maldives and amp-
ing up mechanization at his workshop.

The sport is showing a lot of prom-
ise, thanks to enthusiasts. “A 90-minute
coaching session costs you 21,500 and
classes are 8-15 days long. I train 40-50
students a month,” says Kavi Mani, a
surfing instructor with the Bay of Life
Surf School in Kovalam.



Additional ,500MWh
battery storage to meet
TN’s power demand

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: In two years, the
state need not burn a hole in
its pockets with high-cost
power purchase to meet eve-
ning peak hour demand. The
Tamil Nadu Green Energy
Corporation (TNGECL) will
set up battery energy storage
systems (BESS)withacapaci-
ty of 2,500megawatt-hour
(MWh) to store excess solar
power being generated dur-
ing the day and use it later at
night.
Duringsummer, power de-
mand peaks during evening
hours and lasts till midnight.
The entire demand is met
through generation from
thermal plants and high-cost
power purchases due to the
unpredictability of wind
power and unavailability of
solar power. Tamil Nadu's
peak power demand is expect-
ed to cross 22,000MW (mega-
watts) next summer and in-
crease further in the coming
years. The Union power min-
istry has been pushing bat-
tery energy storage through
viable gap funding tostore ex-

cessrenewable energy for use
in the non-selar hours.

Now, the TNGECL will
float a tender for 1,500MWh
battery systems, which will
be setup in Madurai, Coimba-
tore, and Trichy on the lands
of Tamil Nadu Transmission
Corporation (Tantransco)ad-
jacent to their substations.
The Tamil Nadu Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(TNERC) recently approved
Tantransco's proposal to
lease its lands for BESS devel-
opers.

When they become func-
tional, the systems can store
approximately 2.25 million
units of power and release it
in the evening hours for up to
four hours to meet the power
demand. “This will enable
TNGECL to absorb as much
solar power into the system
without curtailment and re-
duce reliance on high-cost
power from the market to en-
sure uninterrupted power
supply. Also, it will relieve
thermal stations of stress to
ramp up power generation,”
said Aneesh Sekhar, MD,
TNGECL.

Source: The Times of India, 30 October 2025, p. 2
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The state’s total power consumption on

Tuesday stood at 233.78 6 million units
[MU) compared to the highest consumption
of £54.320 MU recorded on April30, 2024

NE MONSOON RAIN BRINGS
DOWN TN POWER DEMAND

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

WITH the northeast monsoon
bringing heavy rainfall, the
state’s power demand has
dropped over the past few
days. According to Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution
Corporation Limited (TNP-
DCL) data, the state’s power
demand stood at around
11,651MW on Wednesday,
much lower than the usual
average of 15,000MW. This
has led to the corporation
lowering thermal power gen-
eration by nearly 50%.

A senior official from TNP-
DCL said that the drop in de-
mand is mainly due to the
reduced use of air condition-
ers and agricultural motors.

“In Chennai city, the elec-
tricity demand, which was
3,694MW on October 13, came
down to 2,659MW by Tuesday,

afall of 1,035MW in a week,”
the official told TNIE.

He said that similar trends
were observed in other dis-
tricts too, particularly in
western and southern re-
gions of TN where continu-
ousrain hasreduced theneed
for irrigation pumps. The
state’s overall power con-
sumption islikely to continue
to remain on the lower side
during the monsoon period.

Following this dip in con-
sumption, the corporation
has scaled down thermal
power generation by almost
50%. “On Wednesday, the
state generated 2,037 MW
from its thermal stations,
against the combined capac-
ity of 4,320 MW, Interestingly,
despite overcast skies, the so-
lar generation stood at 1,679
MW, thanks to intermittent
sunshine between spells of
rain,” the official added.

Another senior official said
that field staff and engineers
have been instructed to treat
safety as the top priority this
monsoon. “In recent days,
therehavebeen reports of elec-
trocutions. We have instructed
our workers to use safety gear
such as gloves and earth rods,
and to ensure that power lines
are completely switched off be-
fore starting any repair work,”
the official said.

The department has also
urged the public to stay cau-
tious near electrical installa-
tions. “People should avoid
going near transformers,
electric poles, junction boxes,
and pillar boxes during
rains,” the official said.

The public has been ad-
vised to inform local bodies
or TNPDCL helplines if tree
branches or poles are found
fallen on power lines, in or-
der to be rectified.

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 October 2025, p. 4
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Govt to launch Women Information
Bank, part of 5-yr TN\WeSafe project

Platform aims to be one-stop gateway for women of all ages for personal & professional growth

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

THE state government is set to
launch a one-stop digital plat-
form called the Women Infor-
mation Bank (WIB) to support
women's career growth, skill
development, entrepreneur-
ship and safety under the
¥1,185-crore World Bank-sup-
ported Tamil Nadu Women Em-
plovment and Safety (TN We-
Safe) Project. The platform will
provide comprehensive infor-
mation on all women-oriented
schemes implemented by vari-
ous departments and guide us-
ers to access them.

Designed as a multi-sectoral
hub, WIB will help women ac-
cess skill training, entrepre-
neurial assistance, childcare
and elderly care facilities, hos-
tels, psychological and career
counselling and networking op-
portunities, among other serv-
ices. It will also offer resources
on healthcare, legal rights,
mental wellbeing, social legis-
lations, safety tips and emer-
gency support, including hel-
plines for domestic violence
and location-based details of lo-
cal support centres and one-
stop centres. A secure space for
reporting workplace harass-
ment and discrimination will
also be available in the plat-
form to strengthen grievance
redressal mechanisms.

€

Childcare, elderly Psychological

and career
counselling

care and hostel
facilities

Sty

MAJOR FEATURES OF THE
WOMEN INFORMATION BANK

Government schemes
and policies for
women

Emergency helplines
and location-based

support centres
Workplace

grievance reporting

for harassment

and discrimination

Skill training &

reskilling programmes
Entrepreneurial support
including incubation,
co-working spaces, and
marketing

Networking News, updates

& mentorship and success
opportunities stories

Al-powered chatbot for guidance and FAQs

The TNWeSafe project has
invited tenders to develop a
well-integrated, innovative, us-
erriendly and secure online
platform for this purpose,
which is expected to be
launched within six months.

Apart from being a reposi-
tory of information for women,
the WIB will also function as a

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 October 2025, p. 2

comprehensive data resource
to track and manage women
beneficiaries across various
welfare schemes. It will inte-
grate information from multi-
ple departments, including so-
cial welfare, MSME, skill
development, education,
health, transport and the wom-
en's commission among others,

TENVol. 11 Issue 10 | October 2025 | Page 8l

enabling data-driven decision
making and evidence-based
policy evaluation apart from
ensuring robust reporting, in-
teroperability, data security
and transparency in service
delivery.

Officials said the platform is
envisioned as a one-stop gate-
way for women across all the
age groups, catering to stu-
dents, professionals, home-
makers, aspiring and existing
entrepreneurs and vulnerable
groups, supporting them in
both their personal and profes-
sional growth.

The five-yvear TNWeSafe
project will focus on three key
areas — enhancing women’s
participation in the labour
market (Employ), improving
access to services and resourc-
es that support employment
and career growth (Enable)
and strengthening state capaci-
ties, technical partnerships
and institutional structures to
create a supportive ecosystem
for women’s employment (Em-
power). The department had
also called for tenders in June
for preparation of state-level
Women Quality Emplovment
Plans (WQEPs) and district-
level Women Quality Employ-
ment Plans (D-WQEPs) to iden-
tify challenges at both state
anddistrict levels andimpmve
women's participation in the
workforce.
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