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TAMIL NADU MAINTAINS STEADY GST MOMENTUM

» Tamil Nadu's GST revenues maintained a
steady growth trajectory during the Apr-Oct
2025, reflecting a resilient pace of economic
activity. The state began the fiscal year on a
strong note, collecting 13,831crore in April
2025, a 13% rise over the same month last year.
May saw the sharpest surge, with revenues
jumping 25% year-on-year to ¥12,230crore,
indicating a rebound in trade and
manufacturing activity following a seasonally
strong first quarter

> From June onward, collections stabilised,
showing consistent single-digit growth each
month. Revenues stood at 10,676crore in June,
z11,296crore in July, and ¥11,057crore in August,
marking growth rates of 4%, 8%, and 9%,
respectively. The trend continued in September
(z11,413crore) and October (z11,588crore), both
posting 4% annual growth. Overall, Tamil Nadu’s
steady monthly performance underscores
balanced expansion across sectors, supported
by sustained consumption demand

Source: The Times of India, 10 November 2025, p. 2
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> With total collections of 282,091 crore during the
period, TN ranked fourth among all states in GST
revenues, with a 9.3% increase over the previous
year. Maharashtra led with 22,23,006crore,
followed by Karnataka (z1,01,583crore)

and Gujarat (83,179crore), while Haryana trailed
closely behind Tamil Nadu with z74,647crore
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Source: GST Portal

TN signs 158 MoUs

to attract 43Kk cr at
Coimbatore conclave

Times News NETWORK

Coimbatore: The Tamil Nadu
govt on Tuesday signed 158 mem-
oranda of understanding (MoUs)
at the TN Rising Investors’ Con-
clave in Coimbatore attracting in-
vestments worth 3,844 crore,
aimed at generating more than a
lakh jobs.

Chief minister M K Stalin,
who chaired the conclave, hit out
atopposition partiesforquestion-
ing DMK govt's investment
claims. He said the flow of invest-
ments to TN was rising due to
proper maintenance of law and
order. “The rate of conversion
from MoUs to actual investment
in TN is 80%,” he said. TN was
competing with countries such
as Vietham and Thailand to draw
investments, he said in the pres-
ence of industries minister TR B
Rajaa.

The state govt said 111 MoUs
were signed on behalf of indus-
tries, investment promotion and

J Jackson

1 LAKH MORE JOBS: CM Stalin
at the TN Rising Investors’ Con-
clave in Coimbatore on Tuesday

commerce department, while the
rest were signed by micro, small
and medium enterprises depart-
ment. These investments span
textiles, aerospace and defence,
electronics and IT sector and will
be located across Coimbatore, Ti-
rupur, Namakkal, Karur;, Erode,
Nilgiris and Perambalur dis-
tricts. Stalin also laid foundation
for two centres of excellence —
one at Avarampalayam for ad-
vanced pumps and motors manu-
facturing and the other at Moppe-
ripalayam for foundry skills and
casting development.

Source: The Times of India, 26 November 2025, p. 1
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Budgeted or short-changed?

What 16th Finance Commission report means for TN

Southern States Say They Risk Losing Out Because Current Formula Favours Lower Incomes And
Larger Populations, While Higher Performance And Better Tax Collection Are Not Recognised

VD STATUS 28

How the fiscal gap has

6th FC period

> Combined share of Bihar (including
Jharkhand), MP (including Chhattisgarh),
UP (including Uttarakhand) & WB during

widened over the years

K R Shanmugam

ith Tamil Nadu pushing for

morefiscal decentralisation,

the 16th Finance Commis-

sion (FC) is working against

one of the most complex
backdrops in recent years. While traditionally
the FC’s objectives are to recommend the distri-
bution of tax revenues between Centreand state
govts to maintain financial stability, this time
around, expectations are not limited to revenue-
sharing decisions but also to strengthening
cooperative federalism.

Economically advanced states such as Ma-
harashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Karnataka
have long argued that they contribute a dispro-
portionately high share of central tax revenues
but receive relatively smaller shares from the
divisible pool. The greater weight given to in-
come distance (the measure of how far a state’s
per capita income is from the richest state)
means poorer states receive a larger share of
central taxes. But the combined weight for tax
collection and fiscal discipline, often under10%,
provides little recognition of efficient fiscal
performance.

Also, since cesses and surcharges are not
shared, high-contributing states lose further
despite being major revenue sources. The Union
govt increasingly uses cesses and surcharges
ondirect and indirect taxes, which together ac-
count for more than 15% of Centre’s gross tax
revenues and are excluded from the divisible
pool. This reduces the effective tax share of
states and undermines the transparency of fis-
cal transfers. The buoyancy of central taxes has
declined, which could further depress the ac-

tual transfer amounts. Ensuring trust and pre-

dictability in fiscal transfers is crucial for coop-
erative federalism.

Southern states have also been disadvan-
taged in fiscal transfers despite strong socio-
economic performance. Tn 2023-2024, their per
capita incomes were among the highest in the
country: Telangana ranked first, Karnataka
second, Tamil Nadu fourth, Kerala sixth and
Andhra Pradesh ninth. Yet, their fiscal capac-
ity has weakened significantly.

Their rankings in the revenue receipts-Gross
State Domestic Product ratio and the revenue
expenditure-GSDP ratio were also among the
lowest. They also ranked poorly in education
and health spending relative to GSDE. Most of

A

24.8%

REBALANCING GIVE & TAKE POLICY: TN'S POV

» Share half of income tax

more fiscal discipline and better

revenues with states (like the GST | tax collection
model) to give more financial > Look beyond per capita income
freedom such as using a development

41%

about 10%

» Revisit
41% share of
central taxes
for states as
revenues are
becoming
more
centralised
while states
now bear
more
expenditure

Graphic: G Joy Theophilus
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these states also face a high debt-GSDP ratio.
Larger inter-state disparities in expenditure
needs remain. For instance, Jharkhand spends
71,300 per person on health, while Goa spends
712,000. Bihar’s per-student public expenditure
on elementary education is aboutz11,000, which
is 10 times lower than Sikkim’s. Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar face youth-heavy populations, while
Kerala and Tamil Nadu confront ageing popula-
tions. Tamil Nadu and Kerala argue that ageing

Source: The Times of India, 27 November 2025, p. 6
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GREY DIVIDEND: Tamil
Nadu argues that as it
has an ageing population,
“ it needs greater fiscal -
support beyond what
population-based =~ =«
indicators allow

R s

populations and rising urbanisation necessitate
greater fiscal support beyond what population-
based indicators allow.

TN also has growing welfare commitments,
climaterelated vulnerabilities and the possibil-
ity of fiscal pressures arising from pension
policy revisions and the 2026 pay revisions. The
FC must design specific-purpose grants in
health, education and social sectors to ensure
minimum service standards across regions.
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» Combined share of Andhra
Pradesh including Telangana,
Karnataka, Keralaand TN
during the 6th FC period

» By the 15th FC period, this difference
almost doubled, as the top four states’
combined share rose to 51%, while the
southern states’ share fell to 15.8%

Suppose the 16th FC assigns more weight to
the income distance. In that case, these states
may continue to lose out, which is why they
favour income adjusted for purchasing power
parity, alower weight for this measure, or anew
index that better reflects fiscal capacity and
development needs.

The GST regime too has reduced states’ fis-
cal autonomy. None achieved the projected 14%
annual growth in GST revenue, and all received
compensation for at least three of the five years.
With the end of the compensation period and
the rate rationalisation (four rates of 5%, 12%,
18% and 28% reduced to 5% and 18%), many
states fear revenue losses. Meanwhile, the grow-
ing dominance of centrally sponsored schemes
has narrowed states’ fiscal space, making it
necessary to rationalise grants-in-aid and re-
duce overlap to enable development initiatives.

Almost all 15 FCs have followed the principle
of equity, transferring more resources to poor-
er states. Yet, the relative positions of these
states have not improved significantly, while the
shares of better-performing states have fallen.

During the 6th FC period, the largest benefi-
ciary states — Bihar (including Jharkhand),
Madhya Pradesh (including Chhattisgarh), Ut-
tar Pradesh (including Uttarakhand) and West
Bengal received a combined share of 42.5%,
while the four southern states (Andhra Pradesh
including Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and
TN) got just 24.8% . By the 15th FC, the difference
almost doubled, as the top four states’ combined
share increased to 51%, while the southern
states’ share shrank to 15.8%.

This shift reflects changes in the devolution
criteria and weights used by successive com-
missions. For instance, the income distance
(difference between a state’s per capita income
and that of the richest state) got 50% weight in
the 14th FC and 45% weight in the 15th FC. The
14th FC used a 7.5% weight for forest and ecol-
ogy, while the 15th FC gave a 10% weight. This
tendency also leads to uncertainty about the
shares of states across different FCs.

AsTndia aspires to become a developed coun-
try by 2047, the report to be tabled in Parliament
soon will be key to building a more stable and
sustainable fiscal architecture.

(The writer is economic

consultant to state govt)

Email your feedback with name and
address to southpole.toi
@timesofindia.com



State Households Hold 6,720 Tonnes Of

Gold, Which Is Almost As Much
As The US National Reserve

hearts beat for-golc

Bhama Devi Ravi

or years, Mylapore jeweller
D K Murthy would tell cus-
tomers debating whether to
invest in gold the story of
Kuttiammal. Widowed in the
1930s, she left her village near Vellore
for Chennai, seeking better prospects
for her children. What made that pos-
sible was her husband’s habit of buying
gold every month, which became her
safety net, funding a new life in the city.
While investors across the world
seek stability amid global volatility, and
gold is being rediscovered as the real
global currency, the yellow metal has
long been at the heart of generational
wealth in Tamil Nadu, a financial cush-
jonin timesof crises and alongstanding
symbol of security.

Despite changing tax norms and
younger investors turning to digital as-
sets, gold continues to dominate the
state’s investment psyche.

According to the World Gold Coun-
cil, Tamil Nadu households hold about
6,720 tonnes of gold, which is almost as
much as the US national reserve and
more than the sovereign holdings of
Germany, Italy and Russia. Of the ma-
jority of gold held by Indians, 45% be-
longs to South Indian women, and TN
leads this trend.

“Goldhas always been seen as a store
of value across generations in India,”
says Aruppukkottai-based jeweller M
Ragu Raman. “It offers liquidity, uni-
versal acceptance and emotional
security unlike any other asset. For
families, it is a symbol of security
that can be pledged, exchanged or
passed on.”

People in Tamil Nadu have
always held fast to their gold.

When the Gold Control Act of
1968 came into effect, making
it illegal to hold gold coins or
bars, women called gold-
smiths home and had each
sovereign cut into two. Gold-

smiths made house calls to craft gold
jewellery. “Although women weren’t
part of financial decisions in most
homes, many of us were bullion-liter-
ate,” says 92-year-old R Veda.

In thelate 1980s, when alcohol addic-
tion was poorly understood, the TT
Ranganathan Clinical Research Foun-
dation filled that gap. A mother of three
says when her son-in-law was an addict,
she converted her four-strand chain (the
popular rettaivadam) into two, giving
half to her daughter to helpher through
her husband’s counselling and the fi-
nancial crunch.

Gold coins and jewellery were also
informally sold among friends for small
profits, with no receipts or paperwork.
“People avoided paying short- or long-
term capital gains tax on such sales, and
most transactions stayed off record,”
says advocate R S Raveendhren.

This changed as reputable jewel-
lers began buying back only
from those with original

tax system be-
came more
stream-
lined.

Under Section 56(2)
of the Income Tax Act, gold
received as a gift from parents,
spouses, or children is exempt
from income tax. Gold received
as a wedding gift is also non-
taxable. However, if the value
of gold received from non-
relatives exceeds 50,000,
it becomes taxable

>

Source: The Times of India, 06 November 2025, p. 6
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Chartered accountants started advising
clients todeclare gold holdings in their
annual returns. Over time gold came to
be seen as a disciplined, long-term in-
vestment. “In rural areas too, savings
are steadily moving from cash and land
to gold,” says Raman.

Jayantilal Challani, president of
Gold and Diamond Traders Associa-
tion, says Tamil Nadu’s long tradition
of buying gold should be viewed as
wealth creation rather than an invest-
ment seeking returns. He predicts a
150% rise in prices by 2028. “Gold is
likely to have the status of preferred
global currency by 2028,” he says.

Over the past two decades, gold has
compounded at 8%-10% annually in
rupee terms, outperforming mostfixed-

Earlier, the Gold
Control Act of 1968 regulated
gold ownership, but it was repealed
in 1990. Currently, Instruction No
1916 issued in 1994 by the Central

income instruments, says Raman.
“When prices dip, more buyers enter
the market.”

Investmentadviser V Nagappan says
gold jewellry is an important invest-
ment for the middle and lower-middle
class, easy to buy in small amounts and
universally accepted. “Like any asset,
gold has had mixed results. Between
1980 and 2001 it was dull globally; but in
India it held value due to the dollar rate.
Between 2012 and 2015, returns dipped
15%, but short-term gains have often
ranged from 10 to 20%. Last year, re-
turns were about 80%,” he says.

Nagappan adds that records show
gold held its purchasing power for more
than four centuries. He also calls govt-
issued sovereign gold bonds “a solid
investment” with early investors ben-
efitting from tax-free redemption.
“The only drawback is that
new issues have
stopped and buy-
ers have to
turn to the

N . In 1999,
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) guides )
income tax officials during searches. the govt 5
y p the gold deposit scheme,
It specifies that jewellgr)( ar]d followed by t
ornaments up to certain limits isationscl guthld h

cannot be seized, even without
supporting documents:
HOW MUCH GOLD
CAN YOU HOLD
Married
woman

Unmarried
woman

Male
member

1009

banks to bring idle gold
holdings into circulation. Both

obligation
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holdings in income tax returns
can formalise ownership, but
many avoid doing so to steer
clear of disclosing sources or to
avoid potential tax

secondary market through BSE or
NSE,” he says.

Nagappan says he finds younger
investors uninterested in ornamental
gold. “They prefer silver ETFs. It's
mostly senior citizens and middle-class
investors wary of market volatility who
continue to prefer physical gold,” he
says, adding that portfolios shouldn’t
hold more than 15%-20% in gold.

Challani holds a different view.
Pointing to the 5,000sqft showrooms
which are mushrooming across Tamil
Nadu, he insists retail interest in gold
remains strong.

‘While gold remains a trusted invest-
ment, many still hesitate to document
purchases. For generations, transac-
tions were informal and unbilled, but
jewellers say awareness is growing.
Buyers now understand that a receipt
guarantees purity, ownership and resale
value. Every ornament today carries a
unique HUID code, making it traceable,
and jewellers insist on original bills or
HUID tags for exchanges.

“Younger buyers are comfortable with
invoices, but the older generation re-
mains wary. “There’s already too much
personal data in the public domain. Re-
cording gold purchases makes you a
target for scamsters,” says retired aca-

demic S Guru Rajan.
Economists say that every seven
years, there is a kind of upheaval,

failed as they required -~ When it comes to major or minor, which calls for
melting of jewels - ancestral gold, proving realignment of investments.
ownership is often difficult since When countries face an eco-

most people do not keep receipts nomic downturn, investment

or certificates when wealth is in precious metals, especial-

passed down. Declaring such ly gold and silver; takes off.

“That’s why gold is always
good to go,” says Challani.
(The writer is a Chen-
nai-based journalist)
Email your feed-

back with name and
address to southpole.
toi@timesofindia.com



TN named top achiever
in ease of doing business

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu has been recog-
nised as a top achiever in the
ease of doing business, as the
state secured top rank at the
Udvog Samagam 2025 for its re-
forms in business entry, con-
struction permits, labour fa-
cilitation and land
administration under the Busi-
ness Reforms Action Plan
(BRAP) 2024,

The award was presented at
the annual industry and re-
forms review event chaired by
Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Pivush Goval. The

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 November 2025, p. 5

meet was organised by the De-
partment for Promotion of In
dustry and Internal Trade
(DPITY, led by Secretary Am-
ardeep Singh Bhatia.

Industries Minister Dr TRB
Rajaa on Tuesdav night said
the recognition underscores
Tamil Nadu's commitment to
building a pro-business, pro-
worker, and pro-growth envi-
ronment under the visionary
leadership of Chief Minister
ME Stalin.

The reforms is part of a
broader push to position Tamil
Nadu as an investor-friendly
and innovation-driven
economy.
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Agriculture

Paddy procurement in the State during lean season not so lean anymore

Steady rise

Over the years, the share of the lean season’s contribution to the overall annual paddy
procurement has increased substantially, both in absolute numbers and proportion

Trend of paddy procurement in the last 4 years along with the share of lean season (in lakh tonnes)

Year

Peak season

Lean season

Total Share of lean season to the

(Sept.-March) total procurement (in %)
2021-22 35.08 6.65 41.73 15.94
2022-23 30.8 13.45 44.25 43.67
2023-24 2211 12.86 34.97 36.77
2024-25 28.3 19.69 47.99 41.02
- 5 Source: Central Food Grains Procurement Portal

Source: The Hindu, 03 November 2025, p. 8

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Lean season does not seem
to be lean any longer to the
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation, as far as pad-
dy procurement is con-
cerned. The proportion of
lean season’s supply to the
Corporation’s pool of pad-
dy has risen over the years.

As the period of Septem-
ber-March witnesses the
harvesting of paddy raised
during the State’s two cul-
tivation seasons — kuruvai
and samba - it is consi-
dered peak season, while
the remaining months —
April to August — is the
lean season.

Over the years, the
share of the lean season’s
contribution to the overall
annual paddy procure-
ment has gone up substan-
tially, both in absolute
numbers and proportion,
according to the data avail-

able on the Central Food
Grains Procurement Por-
tal. Four years ago, the
share was a little less than
16%. During the previous
procurement year (Sep-
tember 2024 to August
2025), it rose to around
40%.

District-wise break up

A closer look at the district-
wise break up of contribu-
tion reveals that the com-
posite Thanjavur district —
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam
and Mayiladuthurai apart
from Thanjavur — accounts
for, on an average, 30% of
the paddy procured all ov-
er the State during the lean
months.

As per the definition of
the Cauvery delta by the
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation (TNCSQ),
parts of Tiruchi, Pudukkot-
tai, Ariyalur, Perambalur,
Cuddalore, and Karur form
part of the delta and they

have not been taken into
account for want of disag-
gregated data, while consi-
dering the delta’s share.
Significantly, =~ Chennai’s
neighbouring districts —
Kancheepuram, Chengal-
pattu, and Tiruvallur —
along with Tiruvannamalai
form the next cluster of
districts in providing a con-
siderable quantum of pad-
dy to the State’s basket.
These four districts’ com-
bined share was almost
24%.

Among the reasons cit-
ed are free power supply,
better availability of labour
for farm work during lean
season, and the operation
of direct purchase centres
(DPCs) throughout the
year across the State, un-
like the earlier practice of
having DPCs only in the
delta, that too during the
harvesting of the kuruvai
and samba crops. Other
factors include changes in

the pattern of raising pad-
dy during the two cultiva-
tion seasons and mechani-
sation of farming activity to
a large extent.

Alternative crops

Asked whether the scheme
of free power supply
should be in place when
sections of farmers are
drawing water for raising
paddy, a water-intensive
crop, V. Sathyanarayanan,
a Tiruvarur-based farmer,
suggests that the farmers
should instead be encour-
aged to raise cotton and
maize using the free elec-
tricity.

“Officials of the Revenue
department, who do en-
tries on Adangal, a land re-
cord document that con-
tains details including
crops raised, can be en-
trusted with the job of as-
certaining whether the
farmers follow the advice,”
he adds.

Heavy rain hits samba, thaladi cultivation in delta

R Baskar

Times NEws NETWORK

Trichy/Madurai: Incessant
rain across the coastal and
deltadistrictshassubmerged
low-lying paddy fields, se-
verely affecting thousands of
hectares of samba and thala-
di cultivation due to pro-
longed water stagnation.

From Sunday morning to
Monday morning, Nagapatti-
nam recorded 9.3 cm of rain-
fall, Thanjavur 8 cm, Tiruva-
rur 7.9 cm, Mayiladuthurai
5.3 cm and Trichy 2.7 cm. The
continued showers through
Monday have put samba
crops — now in the crucial
vegetative growth stage — at
highrisk.

According to the agricul-
ture department, samba and
thaladi have been sown and
transplanted inaround4lakh
hectares (9.8 lakh acres) out
of the season’s target of 4.6
lakhhectares(11.8lakh acres)
across Trichy, Thanjavur, Ti-

FARMS TURN SWAMP: Nearly 85% of cultivation completed, says dept

ruvarur, Nagapattinam and
Mayiladuthurai. Nearly 85%
of transplantation has been
completed, and the remain-
ing area is expected to be cov-
ered by month-end. The per-
sistent rain threatens crops
now in the tillering or stem-
elongation phases.
Low-lying fields are the
worst hit, a senior agricul-
ture department official said.
“We are closely monitoring

Source: The Times of India, 25 November 2025, p. 7
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the situation and have ad-
vised farmers to drain excess
water wherever possible to
minimise damage from pro-
longed submergence,” the of-
ficial noted.

Farmers are waiting for
the floodwater to recede to re-
sume field operations. Har-
vesting isscheduled fromlate
January to late February, de-
pending on crop duration.

With the ongoing rainfall

irrigatingstanding crops, the
water resources department
has reduced water release
from the Grand Anicut to be-
low 50 cusecs to prevent fur-
ther flooding through Cauv-
ery irrigation canals.

Meanwhile, heavy rain
continued to pound the
southern districts on Mon-
day, flooding several parts of
Tuticorin. Authorities in-
creased discharge from ma-
jor waterbodies. An orange
alert was issued for Tirunel-
veli and Tenkasi for Tuesday,
and a yellow alert for Tutico-
rin.

As the Thamirabarani
swelled with heavy inflow,
the administration intensi-
fied water release from major
reservoirs. The Srivaikun-
tam dam, one of the oldestan-
icuts constructed across the
Thamirabarani, discharged
at 19,747 cusecs with all 14
shutters opened, while the
Marudur dam released at
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22,543 cusecs. At Korampal-
lam lake, one of the largest
waterstorageareas inthedis-
trict, the water level touched
1.9m, and seven gates were
opened to release water at
6,000 cusecs. By 6pm on Mon-
day, water levels stood at11.8ft
at Marudur anicut, 11.6ft at
Thiruvaikundam anicut,
and 1.7m at Korampallam An-
icut.

Tirunelveli remained on
high alert after an orange
warning was issued. As
many as 213 relief centres, in-
cluding schools, colleges,
community halls, and wed-
ding halls, have been readied
for emergencies.

In Kanyakumari, moder-
ate to rough sea conditions
have been forecast till Nov 29.
Tourists and locals were told
not to enter the water or take
selfies in coastal zones. Rub-
ber plantations were also hit
by persistent rain, affecting
people who dependent on it.



Farmers worry as manpower shortage

slows paddy

MOHAMED SALAHUDEEN B
@Magapattinam

AFTER nearly two weeks of
dry weather that helped farm-
ers in Nagapattinam dry out
their paddy drenched during
last month’s heavy rains, they
said procurement has slowed
down onee again due to inade-
guate transport and manpower.
In Thethi and nearby areas,
farmers fear that with only 600-
800 sacks being moved out of
Direct Procurement Centres
(DPCs) each day, large quanti-
ties of paddy may stagnate and
risk damage if rain returns.

In Nagapattinam district, ku-
ruvai cultivation was carried
out on about 30,217.34 hectares,
of which harvesting has been
completed on 29,380 hectares,
as of Thursday Harvesting and
paddy procurement are under
way across the remaining
837.34 hectares. However, farm-
ers say they have been unable
to procure and sell their har-
vested paddy for more than 15
days due to slow procurement
and transport delays.

Earlier, the delayed northeast
monsoon had left harvested
paddy grains across the delta
drenched, forcing farmers to
dry them along roadsides and
open spaces. The recent spell of
dry weather has helped farm-
ersresume drying and stacking
the paddy sacks at homes, on

AT

procurement at DPCs

Farmers waiting with their harvested paddy near a direct procurement centre at Panayapuram in Tiruchy | mx aswox sumar

roads and in procurement cen-
tres. However, the continued
stagnation of paddy sacks at
DPCs has become a major con-
cern, as farmers say the lack of
sufficient lorries to transport
the stock has left sacks of pad-
dy exposed for days.

S R Tamilselvan from the
Tamil Nadu Farmers® Protec-
tion Association said, “DPCs in
Thethi, Sirirangudipuliyur, Pe-
runkadambanur, Sangaman-
galam, Thirukkuvalai, Thit-
tachery, Thiruppundi and
Thevur are facing severe stag-
nation due to inadequate trans-

Perunkadambanur | express

port arrangements.” He said
the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
Corporation (TNCSC) should
hire private lorries or use trac-
tors owned by farmers to move

the stock guickly.

However, a TNCSC official
said the shortage of loadmen,
only seven or eight at each Di-
rect Procurement Centre in the
affected areas, has slowed pad-
dy procurement. When lorries
arriveonce or twice a day, load-
ing takes two to three hours,
halting procurement during
that time. The official added
that more local loadmen are
needed, as the daily target of
procurement and movement of
1,000 paddy sacks has fallen to
600-800 due to the manpower
shortage in the affected areas.

Source: The New Indian Express, 08 November 2025, p. 4

Govt declares 38 panchayats in Cuddalore

district as part of Cauvery delta region
Delta farmers seek paddy dryers at all DPCs

Trichy: With the Centre rejecting Tamil Nadu’s request to relax the
moisture limit for rain-affected paddy, farmers in the Cauvery delta
have urged the state toinstall modern electric paddy dryers at every
direct procurement centre (DPC), calling it the only permanent
solution to recurring moisture issues. The central govt's refusal to
raise the permissible limit from 17% to 22% has upset farmers even
though more than 95% of kuruvai procurement has been completed
in most districts. Farmers say the state must stop depending on
moisture-relaxation requests each season and instead invest in
infrastructure to tackle the issue. “A lasting solution is to install
paddy dryers — stationary or portable — at every procurement
centre so farmers can mechanically bring down the moisture before
selling their produce,” said ‘Swamimalai’ S Vimalanathan, secretary
ofthe TN Cauvery Farmers’ Protection Association.

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: More than 18,000
farmers in 38 revenue pancha-
yats, now officially a part of
Cauvery delta region, in the
newly created Srimushnam
taluk of Cuddalore district
will be eligible for the kuruvai
and samba packages and other
irrigation-related schemes.

The water resources dept
issued an order on Nov 21, gi-
ving effect to chief minister M
K Stalin’s announcement ma-
de during a govt function in
Cuddalore on July 15 this year.
The move is intended to ensu-
re that farmers in these pan-
chayats gain access to the spe-
cial schemes designed exclusi-
vely for the delta region,
which is aprotected agricultu-
ralzone.

“The govt order brings
10,550 hectares of land into the
agriculture protected zone. It
will directly benefit 18,250 far-

BUMPER YIELD

mers across 38 panchayats,” a
senior agriculture depart-
ment official told TOIL.

WRD secretary J Jayakan-
than, in the order, said the de-
cision followed consultations
with domain experts, senior
officials of the Cauvery tech-
nical cell and the district col-
lector. Their assessment es-

Source: The Times of India, 23 November 2025, p. 6
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tablished that the cropping
pattern, soil profileand irriga-
tion requirements of these
panchayatsalign with those of
the wider deltaregion.
Officials said Cauvery wa-
ter supply would now be assu-
red for these panchayats,
along with access to schemes
aimed at improving waterwa-

ys and strengthening irriga-
tion structures. They added
that steady release of water
from Mettur reservoir, tradi-
tionally beginning in the se-
cond week of June, would en-
hance groundwater levels and
provide greater stability for
agricultural activities in the
newly added panchayats.



Deadline for insuring samba paddy in
27 districts extended to Nov 30: Min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chemnai

AGRICULTURE Minister MRK
Panneerselvam on Sunday an-
nounced that the deadline for
insuring samba/thaladi/pis-
hanam paddy crop has been ex-
tended till November 30, follow-
ing farmers’ requests due to
rain-related delays and admin-
istrative work. The minister
requested the farmers who
have not yvet insured their crops
to register through common
service centres, Primary Agri-
cultural Cooperative Societies
or nationalised banks before
the new deadline.

The earlier deadline for the
27 districts for insuring crops
was November 15. The districts
are: Thanjavur, Nagapattinam,
Mayiladuthurai, Tiruvarur,
Madurai, Pudukkottai, Karur,
Salem, Tiruppur, Kancheep-
uram, Chengalpattu, Theni,
Ramanathapuram, Tiruchy,
Arivalur, Vellore, Ranipet,
Tirupattur, Tiruvannamalai,
Dharmapuri, Villupuram, Ka-
llakurichi, Perambalur, Siva-
ganga, Cuddalore, Tiruvallur
and Erode.

Panneerselvam said that due
to continuous rain in several
districts leading to delays in

——

—

i

Kuruvai harvesting and Samba
transplanting, and because vil-
lage administrative officers
have been engaged in the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls, there was a delay in
issuing acknowledgements.
Also, since farmers requested
an extension of thedeadline for
crop insurance, the union gov-
ernment has approved the ex-
tension of the last date for in-

Samba has been cultivated
over 26.25 lakh acres, and
6.27 lakh farmers have
insured paddy covering 15
lakh acres, which is 57% of
the cultivation area

MRE Panneerselvam, minister

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 November 2025, p. 6
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suring the above crops to
November 30, based on the re-
quest made by the Tamil Nadu
government.

Panneerselvam said so far,
samba paddy has been cultivat-
ed over 26.25 lakh acres, and till
date, 6.27 lakh farmers have in-
sured samba paddy covering 15
lakh acres, which is 57% of the
total area under cultivation. On
the same date last vear, crop in-
surance had been taken for 10
lakh acres of samba paddy: He
also directed the agriculture
department officials to reach
out to farmers in their respec-
tive areas and expedite the
process of enrolling them un-
der the insurance scheme.
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State government’s goat, sheep breeding
policy aims to conserve native varieties

Dennis 8. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Goat and
Sheep Breeding Policy, re-
cently unveiled by the
State government, advo-
cates an open nucleus
breeding system for goats
and selective breeding
within the breed with su-
perior rams for sheep. The
policy aims to improve
sheep and goat produc-
tion, conserve local
breeds, and explore regis-
tration of native/local
breeds with [CAR-National
Bureau of Animal Genetic
Resources (ICAR-NBAGR).

Artificial insemination
will be introduced and pro-
moted through pilot pro-
jects to enhance genetic
potential, the policy said.
“Nucleus farms will be es-
tablished to serve as sourc-
es of elite breeding stock,
facilitating the multiplica-
tion, conservation, and
dissemination of superior
germplasm for upgrading
nondescript animals,” it
added.

The policy aims for up-

1

Improving livestock: The policy says artificial insemination will be
promoted with pilot projects to enhance genetic potential. R. ASHOK

tive sheep and goat popula-
tions for improved meat
production.

As per the 20 Livestock
Census, the sheep popula-
tion was 45 lakh and the
goat population 98 lakh in
Tamil Nadu.

While Mecheri, Kilakari-
sal, Vembur, Coimbatore,
Madras Red, Ramnad
White, Katchaikatty Black,
Nilgiri, Tiruchi Black, and
Chevaadu are the recog-
nised sheep breeds in Ta-
mil Nadu, Kanni Adu, Kodi
Adu, and Salem Black are

breeds. “The people of Ta-
mil Nadu are mostly non-
vegetarian, and as a result,
the demand for meat and
meat products is very
high,” the policy said.

Nucleus herd

A nucleus herd will be esta-
blished in each district for
goat breeding, initially
comprising 20 males and
200 females of the native
breeds/local varieties, the
policy said. “Breeding
within the nucleus herd
will produce male and fe-

again be evaluated based
on traits such as growth
rate, body structure, and
dam performance.” Select-
ed progenies will be re-
tained for further breed-
ing, strictly preventing
inbreeding within the nu-
cleus, it said.

“The top-performing
male offspring from the
above process will be cho-
sen as breeding bucks and
distributed to the field or
block level for widespread
use, either through natural
service or artificial insemi-
nation,” it further said.

The policy also draws an
action plan with strategies
for establishing nucleus
herds, data recording sys-
tems and semen produc-
tion units, a plan for pure
breeding, an animal infor-
mation system, livestock
insurance and credit pro-
grammes, among others.
The policy further pro-
vides for cooperative socie-
ties for sheep and goat
rearers, certification for
production of bucks and
rams, and formation of a
technical committee,

grading non-descript na- the

recognised

goat

Source: The Hindu, 30 November 2025, p. 8

Nellal farmers suffer heavy loss as
rain damages banana plantations

Times NEws NETWORK

Madurai: Heavy rain and
strong winds sweeping
through areas like Cheran-
mahadevi, a panchayat town
in Tirunelveli, have caused
damagetonearly twolakhba-
nana plantations, leaving
farmersdistressed.

A farmer, Syed Ali Sel-
vam, said more than two
acres of land with banana
plantations were broken in
half and destroyed due to
strong winds and rain on Sat-
urday morning. He said that
each one cost around 120 and
farmerslikehimfacedahuge
loss. He added that the collec-
tor and officials inspected

the damaged fields in the dis-
trict.

In parts of Tirunelveli,
including  Agasthiarpatty
and Vinayagar Colony, rain-
water entered several
houses, addingto thedistress
caused by the heavy spell.
Streets were left water-
logged, with nearly knee-
length stagnation in some
stretches, making movement
difficult for residents and
motorists.

An average of 19.63mm of
rain was recorded, with the
highest in Papanasam with
45mm of rainfall in total.

Downpour in Tirunelveli
is expected to continue with
heavy rainfall expected in

Source: The Times of India, 23 November 2025, p. 6

male progenies, which will

among others.

the Manjolairegion, particu-
larly Oothu and Nalumukku.

Meanwhile, a yellow alert
was issued for Kanyakuma-
ri, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin,
Tenkasi, and Ramanathapu-
ram districts as the north-
east monsoon intensified. In
Kanyakumari, bathing was
prohibited at Thirparappu
waterfalls for tourists. The
district experienced contin-
uous rainfall for the past
week.

Madurai experienced
moderate showers through
the late afternoon and eve-
ning, bringing brief spells of
traffic and water stagnation
in some roads and low-lying
areas.
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T.N. signs pact to attract more

Global Capability Centres

The State government, through Guidance Tamil
Nadu, has signed a memorandum of
understanding with ANSR, a firm that assists
establishing and scaling Global Capability
Centres for Fortune 500 companies. The
collaboration with ANSR is expected to generate
significant investments, high-value employment
opportunities, and innovation capabilities.
“ANSR will help bring in the next wave of global
corporations. We will support them with policy
enablement, fast approvals, site selection, and
strong talent linkages,” said Industries Minister
T.R.B. Rajaa. “We want the State to be the world’s
most competitive GCC destination,” he added.
Lalit Ahuja, founder-CEO of ANSR, said: “Tamil
Nadu has all the ingredients to become the
world’s most competitive GCC destination, with
strong talent, world-class infrastructure,
progressive governance, and a thriving

innovation ecosystem.”

Industry and Infrastructure

Tidco seeks govt nod
to start global city

Phasells
Expected To
Begin Soon

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu In-
dustrial Development Cor-
poration (Tidco) has sought
administrative sanction
from the Chengalpet district
collector for acquiring
1,945.19 acres of patta and
govtlandsacrosssixvillages
in Maduranthakam taluk to
start the global city project,
said Tidco managing direc-
tor Sandeep Nanduri.

The proposal follows the
state govt’s 2025 budget an-
nouncement of a 2,000-acre
global city near Chennai,
comprising IT parks, trade
zones, residential complex-
es, recreational spaces, and

TIDCO has finalized
1,945.19 acres for
the project in
Madhuranthakam
taluk in Chengalpet

next-generation infrastruc-
ture.

Phase I is expected to be-
gin soon, with Tidco promi-
sing seamless connectivity
to Chennai through metro
rail, upgraded roads, and ex-
pressbuslinks.

In its proposal, Tidco
committed to providing
funds for land acquisition
and establishment charges,
creating special teams for
the acquisition process, and
carrying out rehabilitation
and resettlement for eligible
persons in accordance with
govt norms. “Administrati-
ve sanction from the govt
will allow Tidco to initiate
groundwork for the project,”
asenior official said.

Global City willintegrate

Al-driven smart city mana-
gement, digital twin-based
urban simulations, smart
mobility systems, and gre-
en-blue infrastructure to en-
sure sustainability.

Following  assessment
across locations in Kanchee-
puram, Ranipet, Chengal-
pet,and Tiruvallur districts,
a review chaired by the CM
on Aug 22 selected Maduran-
thakam taluk in Chengalpet
district for the project.

Tidco has finalized
1,945.19 acres across the vil-
lages of Attimanam, Janaki-
puram, Kallapiranpuram,
Padalam, Palayanur, and Pu-
liparakoll. The identified
parcels include 650.72 hecta-
res of wetland, 75.61 hecta-
res of dryland, 0.01 hectares
of manavari land, and 61.18
hectares of govtland.

The agency has reques-
ted approval under the Ta-
mil Nadu Acquisition of
Land for Industrial Purpo-
ses Act.

Source: The Hindu, 21 November 2025, p. 8 Source: The Times of India, 08 November 2025, p. 3

Ford signs 33,250cr
deal to restart engine

productionin TN

Times NEws NETWORK

Brought Ford back
to TN amid global
tensions: TRB Rajaa

Ford’s decision to

. choose India’s PFromP1 T R B Rajaa said, “What
g;f;l 1;:}1 B;‘e)ggax Ortl‘l);ni(f);ﬁz automobile capital for . makes this achievement par-
turing at its Maraimalai Na- prodl_lct-lon of.sucll We are pleased to gdvance ticularly significant is 'the
gar plant near Chennai to futunshcengmesls i our plans and confirm the present global geopolitical
produce next-generation ve-  Another t:lsa‘:irll:";r:ﬂ:s 1::;::' Chennai plant’s vital role in  situation. Around the world,

hicle engines, following a
memorandum of under-
standing signed on Friday in
the presence of chief minis-
ter M K Stalin. The facility
will manufacture only en-
gines and not cars, with pro-
duction expected to begin by
2029.

The project involves an
investment of 3,250 crore
and is expected to strengthen
Tamil Nadu’s existing auto-
motive base. The plant will
haveaplanned annual capac-
ity of 235,000 engines and
will generate 600 direct jobs
along with indirect employ-
ment across supporting in-
dustries. Ford will continue
to expand its global business
operations in  Chennai,

prowess and its
indispensable
position in the

global
manufacturing
supply chain
| M K Stalin,
M
where 12,000 employees work
atpresent.
“Ford’s  decision to

choose India’s automobile
capital for production of
such futuristic engines is an-
other testimony to Tamil Na-
du’s industrial prowess and
its indispensable position in
the global manufacturing
supply chain,” said Stalin.

» Amid global tensions, P 4

Ford’s manufacturing net-
work,” said Jeff Marentic,
president, International Mar-
kets Group, Ford Motor Com-
pany. “We are thankful to govt
of Tamil Nadu for its contin-
ued support as we advance
these plans. The decision re-
inforces our commitment to
leveraging India’s manufac-
turing prowess for future
products.”

Ford continues to serve its
existing customers in India
with comprehensive custom-
er support, including service,
aftermarket parts, and war-
ranty support, said a pressre-
lease from the manufacturer.

State industries minister

tariff wars and trade restric-
tions between countries have
created major challenges for
industries deciding where to
invest. Despite this uncer-
tainty, we have successfully
brought Ford back to Tamil
Nadu.”

In Sept 2021, Ford exited
vehicle manufacturing in In-
dia, closing plants at Marai-
malai Nagar and Sanand, af-
fectingabout4,000jobs. While
its Gujarat facility was sold to
Tata Motors, the Chennai
unit remained unsold until
last year, when Ford an-
nounced plans torepurposeit
for export-oriented engine
manufacturing.
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Source: The Times of India,
01 November 2025, p. 1 and 4



Semiconductor parks to be set up in Sulur, Palladam: CM

Times NEws NETWORK

Coimbatore: Chief minister
M K Stalin said many compa-
nies are coming to invest in
Tamil Nadu as the law & order
ismaintained in the state, and
it has a business-friendly en-
vironment with transparency
in governance.

Addressing the ‘TN Ris-
ing’ investors summit in
Coimbatore on Tuesday, Sta-
lin said 1,016 MoUs worth
71,140,731 crore were signed in
17 investors conferences held
in TN over the past four years.

——

“Morethan3.4
million have
been directly
| or indirectly
¢ employed be-
cause of these
investments,”
he said. “Those who do not
like the development of TN
are spreading wrong news
about these investments for
political reasons,” he added.
As part of state govt’s
semiconductor mission-2030,
semiconductor parks will be
set up in Sulur and Palladam.
“Industry and academia

Source: The Times of India, 26 November 2025, p. 7

Guidance signs MoU with ANSR
to boost GCC growthin TN

should work together to cre-
ate a knowledge economy. For
this, we must set up a new in-
stitution called Tamil Nadu
University Research Park
Trust,” hesaid.

Stalin said, “We are com-
peting not only with Indian
states, but also with countries
such as Vietnham and Thai-
land tobringnew investments
to TN. In addition, we are in-
volved in these efforts by giv-
ing proper incentives accord-
ing to our financial situation.
‘Wetake decisions by compari-
ng incentives sought by inves-

tors and the benefits that TN
could get from them. We are
looking for investments in
each district. Hence, follow-
ing Thoothukudi and Hosur,
we are now holding the TN
Rising conference in Coimba-
tore,” he said.

He said TN achieved the
highest economic growth of
11.19% in India, and that DMK
regime and development of
TN are inseparable. “When I
took chargeas CM, Isaid there
should be widespread and bal-
anced development for all dis-
tricts. I visited the UAE, Sin-

gapore, Japan, Spain, the US,
Germany, and England, met
leaders of industrial compa-
nies, and invited them to in-
vestin TN,” he said.

Later at the summit, min-
ister for industries, invest-
ment promotion and com-
merce T R B Rajaa appealed to
Coimbatore and Tirupur-
based businessmen in the tex-
tile business to focus on tech-
nical textiles. “Technical tex-
tile has a good future, and
state govt is ready to help
those who are focusing on
technical textiles,” he said.

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Guidance Tamil Nadu, govt’snodal
agency for industrial promotion, on Thurs-
day signed a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with ANSR, a global capability centres
(GCC) consulting firm to strengthen the sta-
te’s GCC ecosystem, according to arelease.

Speakingaboutthedevelopment, TR B Ra-
jaa, state industries minister, said, “Through
this partnership, ANSR will help bring in the
next wave of global corporations. We will sup-
port them with policy enablement, fast appro-
vals, site selection, and strong talent linka-
ges.”

Lalit Ahuja, founder and chief executive
officer of ANSR,said, “Tamil Nadu hasall the
ingredients to become the world’s most com-
petitive GCC destination with strong talent,
world-class infrastructure, progressive go-
vernance, and a thriving innovation ecosys-
tem. We are excited to partner with the govtto
bring the next generation of global enterpri-

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2025, p. 14

.\ e o
LOOKING UPBEAT: State industries minister
T R B Rajaa

ses tothe state.”

The collaboration with ANSR is expected
to generate significant investments, high-va-
lue employment opportunities, and advanced
innovation capabilities for the state, a state-
ment from the minister's office claimed.
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TN plans centre of excellence to spur
growth in gaming & extended reality

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu government has
unveiled plans to establish the
Vivan AVGC-XR Centre of Ex-
cellence (CoE) in Chennai - a
flagship initiative aimed at po-
sitioning the state as a national
hub for animation, visual ef-
fects, gaming, comics, and ex-
tended reality (AVGC-XR).
The Electronics Corporation
of Tamil Nadu (ELCOT), which
is leading the project, had is-
sued an expression of interest
(Eol) this week inviting indus-
try partners, academic institu-
tions, and technology providers
to collaborate in developing,
operating, and managing the
facility The CoE is designed to
foster innovation, content crea-
tion, and advanced skill devel-
opment in emerging digital me-
dia sectors. In its first phase,
the CoE will operate from a

12,000-15,000 sq ft leased facility
in Chennai, offering co-work-
ing and private studios for star-
tups and MSMEs, along with
specialised labs for perform-
ance capture, 2D/3D art, audio/
foley services, and XR testing.
It will also house hardware
rental labs for prototyping and
production, and shared spaces
for sereenings and networking
events.

T

The second phase will ex-
pand on a one-lakh sq.ft cam-
pus, designed to accommodate
up to 500 professionals, with
dedicated studios for quality
assurance, XR development,
and digital content prototyp-
ing. The third phase envisions
regional “spokes” in Coimbat-
ore, Madurai, Trichy, Salem,
and Tirunelveli, providing in-
frastructure and training ac-
cess to startups and MSMEs
outside Chennai.

Industry partners will play a
central role in advising on
hardware and software pro-
curement, ensuring the facility
is equipped with cutting-edge
tools for motion capture, game
development, and immersive
content production. They will
also assist in evervday opera-
tions. The initiative comes as
the state is preparing to unveil
anew industry-driven policy to

develop its AVGC-XR
ecosystem.

“Unlike other policies that
are mostly incentive-led, this
one is centred on building tal-
ent. Almost all of it has been
shaped by industry inputs,” IT
Minister Palanivel Thiaga Ra-
jan had said on the sidelines of
the India Game Developer Con-
ference (IGDC) in Chennai last
week.

The upcoming policy is an-
chored on four pillars — educa-
tion and skilling, infrastruc-
ture and shared resources,
business-environment reforms,
and targeted incentives. It pro-
poses embedding gaming,
2D/3D animation and XR mod-
ules at school and university
levels, establishing centres of
excellence, creating shared-1i-
cence facilities for startups and
studios, and setting up a facili-
tation cell.

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 November 2025, p. 5

German state plans MoU to hire tech-skilled workers from TN

C SHIVAKUMAR @Chennai

GERMANY'S Free State of Sax-
ony is in talks with Tamil Nadu
to sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to jointly
develop skilled talent in high-
tech sectors such as semicon-
ductors, advanced manufactur-
ing, and healthcare.

Dirk Panter; Saxony Minister
for Economic Affairs, Labour,
Energy and Climate Action,
said the state sees Tamil Nadu
as a strategic partner in its
push to strengthen high-tech
industries and secure skilled
workers.

At abusiness conclave organ-

ised by Southern India Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry,
Dr Nils GeiBler, Director-Gen-
eral at Saxony's Ministry for
Economic Affairs, Labour, En-
ergy and Climate Action, told
TNIE that Saxony faces a short-
age of skilled labour across
healthcare, manufacturing, au-
tomotive and micro-electronics.
The state will require roughly
25,000 skilled workers in the
coming vears, which is expect-
ed to be sourced from multiple
countries

A 16-member German dele-
gation from Saxony also met
policymakers and industry
leaders to explore cooperation

Saxony minister Dirk Panter (second from left) and MSME Additional Chief Secretary
Atul Anand at the Tamil Nadu-Saxony Business Conclave on Tuesday | asuwinprasats

in semiconductors, advanced Panter had met Industries
manufacturing, MSME devel- Minister TRB Rajaa on Mon-
opment, green energy, R&Dand  day, who in social media stated
cluster-to-cluster linkages. that the discussions focused on

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 November 2025, p. 2
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expanding Tamil Nadu-Saxoeny
cooperation in key sectors like
R&D, automotive, semiconduc-
tors, and textiles.

“We explored collaborations
in Technical Textiles, connect-
ing Saxony’s advanced textile
machinery manufacturers with
Tamil Nadu’s vibrant textile
ecosystem for automation,
quality upgrades, and joint
R&D on technical fibres and
composites.

“An MoU between Tamil
Nadu and Saxony is now being
finalised to deepen this part-
nership, especially in the
skilled manpower supply area,”
he had stated.



Stalin inaugurates 577
projects worth 3223 cr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Pudukkottai/Tiruchy

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday expressed confidence
that the DMEK-led alliance
would return to power in the
2026, regardless of how many
fronts contest.

Speaking to reporters after
launching a F766-crore govern-
ment initiative in Kallamavoor,
Pudukkottai district, Stalin
said, “We neither underesti-
mate nor overestimate anyone;
we simply focus on our work.
The DME-led coalition will win
and form the government for
the seventh time.”

The event marked the inau-
guration of over 577 completed
projects worth I223.06 crore,
the laying of foundation stone

for 103 new projects worth
Z201.70 crore, and the distribu-
tion of government welfare as-
sistance worth ¥341.77 crore to
44,993 beneficiaries.

Referring to New York City,
Stalin said Zohran Mamdani's
victory on a free bus travel
promise showed that people
everywhere support leaders
who stand with the poor.

Stalin announced six new
projects for Pudukkottai and
announceda plan to establisha
Neo TIDEL Park in Pudukkot-
tai and elevate Gandharvakot-
tai and Ponnamaravathi to
higher civic status.

‘Anbucholai’ inavgurated

Following the event at Puduk-
kottai, Stalin inaugurated 25
‘Anbucholai’ dayeare centres (a

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 November 2025, p. 4

TIDCO seeks operator for
advanced manufacturing hub

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ thennai

THE Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation (TID-
CO) has issued a request for
proposal (RFP) to select an op-
erations and maintenance
(0&M) partner for the Tamil
Nadu Smart and Advanced
Manufacturing Centre
(Tansam) in Chennai.

Official sources said the cho-
sen operator will be tasked with
running the centre’s day-to-day
functions, including facility
management, equipment up-
keep, and compliance with safe-
tyv and regulatory standards.

The centre is part of the
state’s strategy to deepen high-
value manufacturing capabili-
ties and attract investment in
sectors such as aerospace, de-
fence, electronics, and high-
tech consumer goods.

Launched in partnership
with Siemens, Tansam serves
asacentreof excellence for ad-
vanced manufacturing and dig-

ital engineering. The CoE —
spread across 16,700 sq ft at
Tidel Park in Chennai — hous-
es seven specialised units, in-
cluding a product innovation
centre, smart factory research
centre, asset performance man-
agement (IoT) research hub,
PLM research centre, and an
AR/VE/MR development lab.

The initiative is designed to
build an ecosystem of innova-
tion by linking industry,
academia and government.
More than 60 R&D projects are
currently under way in collabo-
ration with start-ups, MSMEs
and research institutions.

Tansam also plays a role in
talent development, working
with TIDCO as part of the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme to train en-
gineering and polytechnic stu-
dents. It has helped establish
“spoke” centres in educational
institutions and industry clus-
ters across TN, enabling tech-
nology transfer, internships
and faculty development.

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 November 2025, p. 5
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CM MK Stalin interacting with senior citizens at the launch of Anbucholai’, a daycare
centre for the aged, at Ponmalaipatti in Tiruchy on Monday | sx assox xusan

wellness centre for senior citi-
Zens) across the state from
Tiruchy, including one at
Ponmalai.

The scheme is aimed at im-
proving the overall well-being
of the senior citizens by help-
ing them stay active and moti-
vated at home. These centres
will function as community
hubs focusing on the healthy
and holistic development of the

elderly

The CM, along with P Geetha
Jeevan, minister for social wel-
fare, and officials interacted
with senior citizens at the cen-
tre in Ponmala and distributed
gift hampers containing millet
food items and health drink
flour produced by self-help
groups. Stalin also played car-
rom with a few senior citizens
for a few minutes.

US TARIFF EFFECT

Tiruppur exporters

turn their

attention

to Gulf countries

P SRINIVASAN @ Tiruppur

WITH the US tariff on im-
ports still in place, Tiruppur
exporters are now turning
their attention to Gulf coun-
tries in search of new buy-
ers toovercome the crisis, as
they finish up their winter
orders and focus on summer
orders. Exporters believe
that the US tariffs will have
an impact on the projected
15% export growth this
year

Speaking to TNIE,
KM Subramanian,
presidentof Tirup- | =
pur Exporters’ As- | -
sociation, said, ©
“About 30% of knit-
wear exports from
Tiruppur are US-de-
pendent. Orders to the US
have been affected by the
tarift hike issue. American
buyers have completely sus-
pended orders. Therefore,
we cannot expect 15% ex-
port growth in the current
financial vear. But the ex-
port volume in the last fi-
nancial year can be equalled
in the current financial
year"”

In 2024-25 financial year,

Tiruppur exported knitwear
worth 44,000 crore, and
33,400 erore in 2023-24.

At thesame time, KM Sub-
ramanian said that there
has been no jobloss in Tirup-
pur due to the US tariff
issue,

“The halt in US orders
has created competition
among exporters. Export-
ers who only exported knit-
wear to the US have now
started taking orders from

European countries. Some

. exportersare fixing low

% prices to take orders.
This affects other ex-
porters. To overcome
this crisis, Tiruppur

exporters are current-

ly focusing on new buy-
ers in Gulf countries,”

Subramanian said.

“Weare already exporting
to many Gulf countries. In-
dia signeda free-trade agree-
ment (FTA) with the UAE
last yvear. In addition, free-
trade agreements are ex-
pected to be signed soon
with countries including
Oman, Qatar, and Kuwait,”
said N Thirukumaran, gen-
eral secretary of Tiruppur
Exporters’ Association.

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 November 2025, p. 4
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Bids open to turn old windmills into solar-wind hybrids

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
i@ Chennai

INa major push to boost renew-
able power generation, the
Tamil Nadu Green Energy Cor-
poration Limited (TNGECL)
has invited bids to renovate its
old wind power plants and up-
grade them into hybrid models
by adding solar systems under
the Build, Own and Operate
(BOO) model.

According to officials, the to-
tal installed capacity of the
project will be 34.75MW, includ-
ing 18.75MW of wind power and
16MW of solar power, along
with associated transmission
and distribution facilities. The
estimated project cost is around
200 crore, as per TNGECL's in-
ternal study and analysis.

Once completed, the upgraded hybrid plants are expected to add 34.75MW of clean
energy to Tamil Nadu's power grid | expaess

A senior TNGECL official
told TIVIE that the project aims
to repower and modernise
smaller; outdated wind turbines

that have been non-functional
for years. “In a joint venture
with the Tamil Nadu Energy
Development Agency (TEDA)

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 November 2025, p. 4

and Ministry of New & Renew-
able Energy (MNRE), we had
earlier set up 110 small wind
turbines at Kayathar I and I1,
Pulivankulam, Muppandal and
Kethanurvillages in Thoothuku-
di, Tirunelveli and Coimbatore
districts with a total capacity of
17.355MW. Of these, only 15 tur-
bines are now operational. The
remaining 95 are non-functional
due to lack of spare parts and
have been condemned. Hence,
we have decided to upgrade
them under this new hybrid
model,” the official explained.
Another official said that the
TNGECL initially shortlisted
six potential sites for hybrid de-
velopment, based on a detailed
study conducted by the Nation-
al Institute of Wind Energy
(NIWE). The study evaluated

key factors such as repowering
potential, grid evacuation fea-
sibility and financial viability
After a detailed review, four
sites — Kavathar I, Kayathar II,
Muppandal, and Pulivankulam
— have been finalised for the
installation of hybrid wind-so-
lar systems.

“The developer who wins the
bid will handle the design, con-
struction, erection and com-
missioning of the hybrid power
plants, besides taking care of
operations and maintenance
for the duration of the agree-
ment,” the official added.

Once completed, the upgrad-
ed hybrid plantsare expected to
add 34.75MW of clean energy to
the state grid, helping TN meet
its Renewable Purchase Obliga-
tion (RPO) targets.

Govt. announces scheme to promote research in textiles

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Centre has approved a
‘Textiles Focused Re-
search, Assessment, Moni-
toring, Planning and Start-
up (Tex-RAMPS) Scheme’
with an outlay of 305
crore to strengthen re-
search, innovation, and
competitiveness in the tex-
tiles sector.

According to a press re-
lease, the scheme will be
effective from 2025-2026 to
2030-2031. Union Minister
of Textiles Giriraj Singh
said the scheme will bring
together research, data,
and innovation to empow-
er India’s textile sector and
position the nation as a glo-
bal leader in sustainability,
technology, and
competitiveness

Source: The Hindu, 28 November 2025, p. 13

Tex-RAMPS is designed
to address critical gaps in
research, data systems, in-
novation support and ca-
pacity development.

The scheme also aims to
create robust data systems
including employment as-
sessments, supply chain
mapping, and the India-
size study to facilitate evi-
dence-based policymak-
ing. It will strengthen

State-level planning, and
aid in dissemination of best
practices, capacity-build-
ing workshops, and organi-
sation of sectoral events.
Incubators, hackathons,
and  academia-industry
collaborations will be sup-
ported to nurture high-va-
lue textile start-ups and
entrepreneurship.
Confederation of Indian
Textile Industry chairman

Ashwin Chandran said that
once operational, the TEX-
RAMPS will contribute sig-
nificantly to raising the glo-
bal competitiveness of the
Indian textile and apparel
sector by strengthening
the innovation ecosystem,
promoting the rise of more
promising startups, and
making the quality culture
take deeper roots in the
sector.

When banks j jump onto the bandwagon of funding startups in TN

uresh Kumar

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

fter the successful launch of
A services offered by laundry-tech

startup Dhobi G at a city college,
its founder Ravi Ranjan decided to expand
its footprint to new campuses by the end
of 2023. Since then, he had been knocking
on the doors of at least four private and
public sector banks for funding — but to
no avail. He faced rejections from lenders
on the grounds of collateral requirements
and inquiries about financial statements
and profit margins. “There was little
understanding of the startup ecosystem
among bank branches, which evaluated us
like other companies,” he said.

However, his ordeal continued until he
approached the exclusive startup branch
of Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) in the city.
‘The expansion plans of the Chennai-head-
quartered startup were examined based on
their viability, model, and market demand.

* Indian Overseas

é Bank has set up a*
Startup Branc|

- Anna Salai zg§

Dhobi G secured funding of 1.5 crore from
the public sector bank in August this year:
“There was no question of collateral, and
officials understood the nuances of how
startups operate. Now, with the fresh funds,

You St Jouney )

we will enter new campuses with a target
to cover 20,000 students over the next six
months,” Ranjan added.

With startups on the rise — many of
which require finance to grow — public

Source: The Times of India, 03 November 2025, p. 2

sector banks (PSBs) have begun to focus on
them. SBI pioneered this by launching a
startup branch in the city in 2023.

This was followed by city-based IOB
unveiling an exclusive branch for startups
at its central office complex on Anna Salai
in June 2024. It has sanctioned 25 loans
worth Z85.2 crore to startups. It covers sev-
eral sectors, including healthcare and life
sciences, telecommunications and net-
working, robotics, climate tech, and AI-
based security systems. While the branch
has trained personnel to handle the finan-
cial needs of startups, the bank also offers
hands-on mentoring to early-stage ventures
in areas such as govt-backed and bank-
specific funding schemes, and advisory on
accessing collateral-free debt — crucial for
startups lacking traditional assets.

IOBMD & CEO Ajay Kumar Srivastava
said the state is witnessing many initiatives
for startups and is home to several incuba-
tion centres. “We have entered into MoUs

with 16 incubation centres. Tamil Nadu is
very active in startup growth,” he added.
Indian Bank is set to open its first start-
'up branch in NCR, likely by the end of this
financial year, in collaboration with a
higher education institution in Chennai.
“After NCR, we will open a startup branch
in Chennai. Thereare alot of opportunities
in TN in the startup segment. Chennai’s
potential has not been fully utilised,” said
Binod Kumar; MD & CEO of Indian Bank.
Arun Natarajan, founder of research

upTN, this is improving,” he said.
Startup-focused initiatives from banks
can ease processes for founders —not just
inlending, but also by reducing friction in
areas such as KYC, forex, and payment
gateway integration. “However, entrepre-
neurs complain that banks rarely provide
them with the full benefits of collateral-free
loans under the CGTMSE scheme. If banks
can streamline data and processes about
schemes to tier-I and tier-IIl branches —
mcludmg startup-specific ones— itwould

firm Venture aid the number
of private equity and venture capital (PE-
VC) firms based in Chennai and TN is
lower compared to Bengaluru, NCR, and
Mumbai. “Entrepreneurs here rely on boot-
strapping until they are able to attract cus-
tomer revenues, which is the best form of
funding. Awareness about govt grants and
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Microand
Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) loans tends
tobelow. But with Startup India and Start-
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epreneurship” he added.

S]varajah Ramanathan, CEO, Start-
upTN, says the number of startups in TN
has increased from 2,000 in 2021 to about
12,000 at present. “What is changing with
banks is their approach in differentiating
between MSMEs and startups, which was
not so in the past. We have programmes
such as credit access meets every month to
connect startups with multiple banks to
avail loans,” he added.



TN’s early advantage in
electronic$

The State Leads in MoSt  retyg;
Investment Proposals
Under ECMS. Industry Is

Rooting For Support 1o
Move Up Value Chain

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu has taken a lead in In-

dia’s drive towards building a self-

reliant electronics component

manufacturing ecosystem under

Electronics Component Manufac-
turing Scheme (ECMS). Launched by ministry
of electronics and information technology (Me-
itY) in April 2025, ECMS has a total outlay of
%22,919 crore spread over six years. The aim is
to increase local production and reduce import
dependence for key components such as multi-
layer PCBs, camera modules, laminates, and
other sub-assemblies. The support for local
manufacturing is intended to integrate India
into the global electronics value chain.

In the first tranche of approvals that were
announced in Oct 2025, the Centre cleared
seven projects worth 75,532 crore across India.
Tamil Nadu has bagged five of these projects
valued at about 24,271 crore, giving the state a
dominant 77% share of the total invest-
ment cleared so far. Andhra Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh received one pro-
ject each, with investments of %765
crore and 7496 crore respectively. The
approved projects in TN include pro-
posals from Kaynes Circuits India
and Ascent Circuits, focusing on
multi-layer and HDI PCBs, and cam-
eramodule sub-assemblies. These investments
are set to create thousands of skilled jobs and
deepen TN’s electronics manufacturing base.
State officials have set a target of attracting
330,000 crore of investment and 60,000 jobs un-
der the ECMS in the coming years. If achieved,
this will position TN as India’s hub for electron-
ics component manufacturing.

State industries minister TRB Rajaa is clear
about the road ahead for this sector: “Our target
of 30,000 crore is ambitious, yet achievable
because we are expanding capacity on every
front,” he says. “We have already aligned state
incentives with ECMS, earmarked land in Ho-
sur; Krishnagiri, Chennai, and Coimbatore, and
fast-tracked clearances so companies can break
ground immediately. We are deepening our sup-
ply chain by bringing in multilayer PCB mak-
ers, camera-module manufacturers, laminate

producers, and other
high-value component
players. We are also
focusing on skilling
through Naan Mud-
halvan and work-
ing with existing
investors to bring
their suppliers to
TN.”

The state is In-
dia’s top electronics
exporter and the clusters
in Krishnagiri/Hosur and
Chennai are expanding manufacturing capac-
ity But is the current pace enough to make the
most of the opportunity? There’s a reason why
TN has done so well in the first round. The state
was the first to introduce matching grants and
component-manufacturing incentives aligned
with the ECMS so investors would have clear-
ances and infrastructure ready and waiting.
With ECMS gathering momentum and more

proposals awaiting approval — while the
scheme had an initial investment target

=0 of 259,350 crore nationally, the Govt of

—o'—0 India has received proposals worth over

0 2] lakh crore — TN’s early dominance is
o0 more than just a good start.

Investors agree Tamil Nadu stands out
as a premier destination for electronics
manufacturing due to its industrial infra-

structure, logistics connectivity, and a mature
supplier ecosystem. Add to that a large, skilled
workforce and manufacturing hubs in Chen-
nai, Hosur, and Krishnagiri and TN does have
a compelling environment for investors. But
competition is keen too. And to top up its
strengths, TN needs a bigger presence in the
high-value component space. Says J S Gujral,
MD, Syrma SGS which is putting up a multi-
layer printed circuit board in Andhra Pradesh
under the ECMS scheme: “Tamil Nadu needs
to expand its focus on semiconductor design
and Al-driven electronics. Encouraging
stronger R&D investments and fostering in-
dustry-academia collaborations are critical.
Additionally, enhancing MSME vendor eco-
systems and improving ease of doing business
through faster clearances and infrastructure

Source: The Times of India, 24 November 2025, p. 2

upgrades
will acceler-
ate growth,”
he adds.
Industry
agrees that Tamil

Nadu already has its

policies in place. But for
the next bigleap, the state
needs laser- sharpexecution. The ques-
tion, says Niranjan Nayak, MD, Delta Electron-
ics India, (which is currently onboarding an
investment of $500 million in Tamil Nadu), “is
how to convert this strong start into sustained,
incremental investments and higher-value
exports.” From an industry standpoint, three
priorities will make the difference, he adds.
The first is faster clearances on land as “utili-
ties and building permits will directly influ-
ence project timelines and capital efficiency,”
he says. The second is the ecosystem depth.

“For Tamil Nadu to hit its ambitious target
of around %30,000 crore under ECMS, the focus
must shift from isolated units to full-stack clus-
ters: materials, components, tooling, testing,
and MSME supplier parks integrated around
hubs like Krishnagiri Hosur and Chennai,”
explains Nayak. The third is export competi-
tiveness through “world-class logistics, stable
policies, and advanced testing and certification
infrastructure to support global shipments™.

Industry experts feel TN needs to back up
its policy intent and work on the ground with
more enabling support. According to Ramku-
mar Shankar, president, Madras Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (MCCI), “targeted invest-
ment in high-quality industrial land, reliable
power, and testing/R&D infrastructure to an-
chor higher-value units and improved logistics
and multimodal connectivity to reduce export
lead-times and costs” will help the state “con-
vert its exportleadership into the larger invest-
ment outcomes the govt envisions”.

The good news is that the state govt is al-
ready aware of these priorities and working on
them. Small wonder then that a confident min-
ister Rajaa says that Tamil Nadu “will surpass
the 30,000 crore goal and consolidate (its) posi-
tion as India’s electronics component power-
house”.
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Punitive ‘lariffs Lay Bare lextile Town’s Inefficiencies; Addressing
Them Will Help It Maintain Competitive Edge

Vaitheeswaran.B@timesofindia.com

irupur’s clock is ticking.

The punitive 50% tariffs

imposed by the US govt

have put the %44,747

crore exports industry
in a tough spot. They have made In-
dian goods 20% to 30% costlier than
competing nations in the global ap-
parel trade. Tirupur serves as a knit-
wear sourcing hub for leading global
brands such as Nike, Tommy Hilfiger,
Adidas, GAP, and for prominent retail
chains, including Walmart, Target,
and H&M. Buyers are renegotiating
prices of existing orders and either
cutting down or freezing fresh pur-
chases, the impact of which will be
felt after this December. This has left
around 2,000 exporters scrambling to
ship inventories and find new cus-

TESTING TIMES: Enterprises
in the textile hub of Tirupur
must diversify their
markets soon

tomers before they run out of money:
Industry estimates the immediate
impact for the next three months
would be around 1,500 crore.

So, how do they tide over the cri-
sis? First, exporters need to find al-
ternatives to meet their fixed costs
such as staff salary and utility bills.
So, various exporters are racing to
diversify. Industrialists have reached
out to customers in traditional mar-
kets such as Europe, UAE, while also
scouting opportunities in less con-
ventional destinations such as Rus-
sia, Australia, and Japan. S P
Prakash, MD of Sterling Fash-
ions, who exported only to the
US for past 14 years, has now
bagged domestic orders in
order tosustain. “Currently,

a significant number of
players have approached
European buyers, so it is a diffi-
cult market to enter: Buyers outright-
ly say they are not looking for suppli-
ers,” he said.

Kumar Duraiswamy, joint secre-
tary of Tirupur exporters’ associa-
tion and CEO of Eastern Global
Clothing, believes the new trade pacts
with the UK, UAE, and the EFTA
agreement, along with the upcoming
European free trade agreement,
could help companies diversify in
those markets. “Tirupur has been in
business with Norway and Switzer-
land for 30 years, and we anticipate
the exports to double to 22,000 crore
each. Also, we are focussing on UAE,
Russian, and Australian markets that

6

were previously out of focus due to
distance, lower volume,” he said.
Tariffs expose the inefficiencies
in the cluster, long swept under the
carpet. Countries such as China,
Bangladesh, and Vietham have dif-
ferent advantages in the form of tech
adoption, cheap and easy access to
raw material, better infrastructure
and work culture, and amuch bigger
scale. Even as news reports point to
progress in the trade deal, Tirupur’s
exporters might lose out in the long-
term if they remain uncompetitive.
While exporters cannot
do much about tariff on-
slaught, they, along with un-
ion and state govts can make
efforts to improve productiv-
ity and efficiency to have a last-
ing advantage. Due to higher
input and borrowing costs, In-
dian exporters lack competitive-
ness in price. Exporters such as El-
ango, MD of Ahill Apparel Exports,
one with 60% exposure to the US, say
the cost of raw materials in India is
much higher than in competing coun-
tries. This includes man-made fibres
(MMF) widely used material in sports
and athleisure goods. Companies
complain about lack of quality MMF
fabrics from the domestic players and
a myriad of quality control orders,
which makes imports impractical.
They urge the union govt to ensure
competitive raw material prices.
Tirupur region roughly exports
220,000 crore worth of goods annu-

Source: The Times of India, 03 November 2025, p. 2
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ally to the US, as per industry esti-
mates. Of this, more than 90% are
MSME exports. These highly frag-
mented, labour-intensive enterprises
have limited technological adoption.

K M Subramanian, president of
Tirupur exporters association and
chairman of KM group, said current
subsidies provided for buying ma-
chinery under the textile production-
linked incentive scheme (stipulates
minimum 50 cr investment) do not
help smaller units. As for the higher
borrowing cost, firms urge the govt
tobring back the interest subvention
scheme to bridge the costs (which got
over last Dec) and include smaller
exporters in its ambit.

Prof Vidya Mahambare, director
of research at Great Lakes Institute
of Management, believes the indus-
try needs structural restructuring
and consolidation. “Tirupur has few
large integrated players, and the rest
outsource production to smaller
units. So, they are unable to achieve
economies of scale, unlike industrial
units in China. She said, “Global buy-
ersare increasingly starting to gauge
capacity. Going forward, it will be
difficult for smaller companies to get
purchase orders competing with
other countries.” She adds that some
smaller units might go out of busi-
ness, a sentiment echoed by export-
ers. The tariffs present a one-time
opportunity to address gaps and per-
haps reset India’s export strategy for
amore uncertain global order:



TN, Kerala to

work together

to develop
industries

Indutries Minister TRB Rajaa and his
Kerala counterpart P Rajeev | express

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu and Kerala are
building a “collaborative, posi-
tive and results-focused” model
of cooperation across industry,
technology and governance to
promote inter-state collabora-
tion on industrial development
and governance, said Indus-
tries Minister TRB Rajaa after
ameeting with his Kerala coun-
terpart P Rajeev on Tuesday.
Rajaa said the initiative took
off after a casual conversation
over dinner in Delhion Novem-
ber 11, following a meeting of
state industry ministers con-
vened by Union Commerce
Minister Piyvush Goyal. “Barely
two weeks later, we have fol-
lowed it up with a focused meet-
ing, real proposals and a clear

path forward,” he said.

Senior officials of both gov-
ernments met in Chennai on
Monday to scope areas for joint
work, ranging from the blue
economy to start-ups, tourism

and digital governance.

According to peoplefamiliar
with the discussion, the talks
are still exploratory but mark
a rare instance of neighbour-
ing southern states framing co-
operation as an economic strat-
egy rather than a political

gesture.

Rajeev said the two stateshad
identified more than five sec-
tors - including public-sector
undertakings - where formal
collaboration could be pursued.
Technology, start-ups, innova-
tion and advanced manufactur-
ing were highlighted as imme-
diate areas of shared interest.

Source: The New Indian Express,

26 November 2025, p. 6

C SHIVAKUMAR @Chennai

Industries Minister TRB Ra-
jaa on Friday welcomed the
Centre's decision to revoke
the Quality Control Orders
(QCOs)on polyester fibre and
varn, a long-standing de-
mand of textile sector. “Re-
moving the QCOs will help
mills source rawmaterials at
globally benchmarked prices
and restore cost competitive-
ness in a sector where every
rupee counts. It was part of
our Kovai Rising 2024 elec-
tion manifesto,” Rajaa said
in his social media post.
The centre on Thursday
decided to roll back
QCOs on key indus-
trial inputs in tex-
tiles, plastics and
mining to increase
theavailability of in-
termediate goods

turing. The move is

left Indian manufac-
turers ata disadvantage com-
pared to countries like Bang-
ladesh and Vietnam.

Rajaa said he had reiterat-
ed the industry’s concerns to
Union Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal
just two days ago. “The min-
ister responded positively,
and this is a relief for thou-
sands of MSMEs and lakhs
of workers,” he said.

SK Sundararaman, former
chairman of SIMA, said QCO
created supply bottlenecks,
raised input costs, and re-
duced India’s competitive-
ness in global textile mar-
kets. TN, which is India’s

REPRESENTATVE PICTURE

of quality control
order for polyester

largest textile and apparel
manufacturing hub, is also
set to benefit significantly
from the Export Promotion
Mission announced recently
by the centre to strengthen
export competitiveness. With
its extensive MSME ccosys-
tem, integrated textile value
chainand skilled labour pool,
the state is well placed to lev-
erage both the financial and
non-financial components of
the mission, said Dr A Sak-
thivel, Vice-Chairman of the
Apparel Export Promotion
Council.

Under Niryat Protsahan,
the mission's financial arm,
interest subvention
and enhanced credit
access are expected
to ease working capi-
tal pressure in clus-
ters such as Tirup-
pur, Coimbatore,

used as » Erode, Karur;, and Sa-
inputs in manufac- :.aar;iuff.jg lem. “Affordable fi-

nance will help sus-

expectedtolowerthe “Wehavebeen tain orders,
cost of production askingforthis  modernise units and
and ease the supply foroverayear. improve liguidity for
chain for lakhs of Itwaspartof small exporters,”

MSMEs. ourKoval — gakthivel said.
QCOs made BIS'  Rising 2024 Tsrar Ahmed, direc-
certification manda- election tor of Farida Prime

tory for a whole lot manifesto for  Tannery, said the tim-
of intermediate Coimbatore” ing is significant as
goods which led to  ministerTRB  the leather industry
cost escalation and Rajaasald s still adjusting to

trade uncertainty fol-
lowing recent tariff actions
by the US. Interest subven-
tion and ability to borrow up
to 20% more without addi-
tional collateral will help sta-
bilise operations, he said.
Abdul Wahab, MD of KH
Shoes, said exporters wel-
come the EPM, particularly
the long-awaited interest sub-
vention scheme. With busi-
ness down 10%-15% due to
US tariffs and discounts no
longer sustainable, measures
such as market access sup-
port, brand building, credit
guarantees and inland trans-
port assistance will help re-
vive exports, he said.

Source: The New Indian Express,
15 November 2025, p. 6

Soon, TN toroll
out animation,

gaming policy

It envisages embedding gaming, 2D/3D
animation and XR modules at school and
univ level, establishing centres of excellence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE state will shortly unveil an
industry-driven policy todevelop
its animation, visual effects,
gaming, comics and extended re-
ality (AVGC-XR) ecosystem, with
a design that prioritises talent
creation and ease of doing busi-
ness over pure financial incen-
tives, said IT Minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan on Wednesday.

Speaking on the sidelines of
India Game Developer Confer-
ence (IGDC) in Chennai, Thiaga
Rajan said the policy cleared by
the IT department and awaiting
finance approval marks a shift in
how the state nurtures emerging
tech sectors. “Unlike other poli-
ciesthat are mostly incentive-led,
this one is centred on building
talent,” he said

The policy is anchored on edu-
cation and skilling, infrastruc-
ture and shared resources, busi-
nessenvironment reforms, and
targeted incentives. It proposes
embedding gaming, 2D/3D ani-
mation and XR modules at school
and university level, establishing
centres of excellence, creating
shared-licence facilities for start-
ups and studios, and settingup a
facilitation cell to streamline
approvals.

Thiaga Rajan said the ap-
proach reflects the nature of the
AVGC-XR industry — “highly cre-

ative, high-margin, but not high-
employment” — and the need to
close the gap between creative
skills and technical capability.

The minister flagged a broader
transition in the jobs landscape
as automation reshapes white-
collar employment. Tamil Nadu
has seen a 600% surge in regis-
tered start-ups in recent vears,
nearly half of them women-led.
“Large emplovers’ share of total
jobs is declining. The explosion
of start-ups isthe counter4trend,”
he noted.

Hosting IGDC in Chennai for
the first time - and attracting
Japanese gaming major Ninten-
dotoattend -ispart of the state’s
hid to draw global studios and
GCC investments into gaming
and digital content.

Addressing concerns that
Tamil Nadu's Online Gaming
Anthority could curb innovation,
he said the state adopted a “prin-
ciples-based, not blunt-force”
framework to regulate real-mon-
ey gaming without affecting oth-
er categories.

At the event, the Game Devel-
oper Association of India(GDAI)
launched its ‘India Gaming Vi-
sion 2035, targeting $10bn in an-
nual gaming exports, $100bn in
value creation and 2 million jobs
by 2035. “India stands at the cusp
of a creative leap,” said GDAI
chairperson Sridhar Muppidi.

IT Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan (left) at India Game Developer Conference at
Chennai Trade Centre on Wednesday | marmimioms

Source: The New Indian Express,

06 November 2025, p. 2
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AVGC-XR policy will be
rolled out soon: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIT

Tamil Nadw’s Information
Technology and Digital
Services Minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan said that the
state’s AVGCXR policy is in
its final stages and will be
rolled out soon.

“Our policy will focus
on creating the right talent
pool through curriculum
modifications at the un-
iversity level. The policy
has four pillars - education
and skilling, infrastructure
development, improving
ease of doing business, and
financial incentives,” he
said at the inaugural of the
17th edition of India Game
Developer Conference
(IGDC) that is being held in
Chennai. The Minister,
further said that the policy
also includes facilitation
cell at Elcot (Electronics
Corporation of Tamil Na-
du), AVGC XR Bridge, a
B2B marketplace and a
centre of excellence that
will be established in Chen-
nai. “Courses on game de-
sign, game programming,
2D and 3D animation -
there are lot of such com-
ponents to the policy,” he
added.

Mr. Rajan mentioned
how he studied the best
practices across industries
during his international
trips. “Whenever [ have
gone on international trips
1 studied best practices
there. For example, in
Loire Valley in France,
they have a cluster of deve-

4 =
Minister for Information Technology and Digital Services Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan at the gaming conference in Chennai. $.R. RAGHUNATHAN

lopers called Pixel Players.
So based on their advise,
we advised our companies
to form clusters. We had
Pixel Players come down
and interact with our
team,” he noted.

When asked for an exact
timeline for when the poli-
cy will be released, Mr. Ra-
jan said: “The policy is
now ready to be rolled out
and is currently in the final
stage of clearance with the
Finance department. And
what makes it unique is
that it has been developed
from day one through
close interaction with mar-
ket players.” The Minister
also highlighted that Tamil
Nadu has the first court-va-
lidated gaming regulatory
authority in India. We dis-
tinguish clearly between
real money games and oth-
er games, he said.

The Minister also inte-
racted with gaming firms
like Krafton and Nintendo.
“Though there has been an
unofficial market for Nin-
tendo here, they have not
officially entered Indian
market. So we are trying to

work closely with them to
try and get them to choose
Chennai, Tamil Nadu as
their entry point,” he said.
The Game Developer Asso-
ciation of India (GDAI), the
nodal body representing
India’s video game deve-
loper community, released
its vision report, ‘India
Gaming Vision 2035’ at the
inaugural event.

The vision document is
a strategic blueprint to ac-
celerate India’s rise as a
global powerhouse in the
gaming industry- to gener-
ate $10 billion in annual
gaming content exports,
$100 billion in value crea-
tion and two million jobs
by the year 2035.

Sridhar Muppidi, Chair-
person of GDAI said, “We
are pleased to partner with
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to put the framework
for the AVGC-XR Policy for
the state. GDAI has worked
shoulder-to-shoulder with
governments to shape such
frameworks. Our goal now
is to ensure these policies
are activated with intent,
inclusivity, and urgency.”

Source: The Hindu, 06 November 2025, p. 6

COIMBATORE is set to unveil
close to 4,000 crore in fresh in-
vestments at TN's third regional
investment summit on Tues-
day, as the western indus-

trial hub steps up efforts

to reposition itself as a

high-tech manufactur-

ing & innovation centre.
People familiar with

the discussions said CRI
Pumps is leading the commit-
ments with a 2,060 crore expan-
sion that is expected to create
about 2,000 jobs. LMW Group is
investing ¥1,060 crore in aero-
space, defence, R&D and electron-
Source: The New Indian Express, 25 November 2025, p. 2

ics projects, generating roughly
1,330 jobs. Dairy major Hatsun
Agro Products has committed
FHG0 crore, with plans to hire
around 400 people.
The Coimbatore conclave fol-
lows earlier regional sum-
mits in Thoothukudi and

Hosur

This vear's edition is
geared towards attracting
capital into advanced and
auto electronics, aerospace
and defence, drones and small
aireraft, and digital infrastructure
ineluding data centres and global
capability centres (GCCs).
To widen the city's investment
appeal, the government is encour-

First phase of FinTech City
in Nandambakkam likely
to be opened in Jan. 2026

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The first phase of FinTech
City at Nandambakkam is
likely to be inaugurated in
January 2026, Industries
Minister T.R.B. Rajaa said.

“Chennai has been the
FinTech capital of India for
the longest time. We see
FinTech City as the start of
a new phase for Chennai in
BFSI (Banking, Financial
Services, and Insurance)
and FinTech,” he said dur-
ing the groundbreaking ce-
remony of a new project,
‘The Cube’, at the FinTech
City.

Axis Commercial Real
Estate Fund (Axis CRE
Fund), in collaboration
with Tishman Speyer, is
developing ‘The Cube’ — a
Grade-A office space of ap-
proximately 4,00,000
sq.ft.

Once operational, the
building will cater to the
growing demand for pre-
mium commercial spaces
for companies operating in
the BFSI segment in the ci-
ty.
Axis CRE Fund bagged
one of the first two plots
through auction. This is
the first investment from

THE CU@E

1 Takhs Squft. Grade A |

nmercial office -
L

Minister for Industries T.R.B. Rajaa speaking at the groundbreaking

ceremony of ‘The Cube’ at FinTech City in Nandambakkam. R. RAGU

the Axis Commercial Real
Estate Fund, a Category II
AIF.

This is the first private
project to be taken up at
the FinTech City, said San-
deep Nanduri, Managing
Director of TIDCO.

He also pointed out that
the Government of Tamil
Nadu has spent 85 crore
to develop roads, infras-
tructure, and water facili-
ties at the FinTech City.

The standout feature of
this project is its transfor-
mation of what was once a
flood-prone zone into a ful-
ly protected, flood-resilient
space. “We’ve built com-
prehensive flood-proof in-
frastructure, including a
dedicated protective wall,”
Mr. Nanduri said.

Source: The Hindu, 28 November 2025, p. 4

Kovai summit to see 4K cr fresh investments

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

“Chennai has consis-
tently demonstrated
strong fundamentals - ro-
bust infrastructure, skilled
talent pool, and a progres-
sive industrial ecosystem —
which make it an ideal lo-
cation for Grade-A com-
mercial spaces,” B. Gopku-
mar, MD and CEO, Axis
AMC, said.

Parvesh Sharma, Coun-
try Head, Tishman Speyer
India, added, “Chennai is
emerging as one of the
country’s most dynamic
markets, and FinTech City
represents the next fron-
tier in the city’s commer-
cial development.”

Both of them also point-
ed out that clearances for
this project were given in
record time.

aging commitmentsin healthcare,
education, and hospitality — sec-
tors seen as critical to strengthen-
ing Coimbatore’s talent pipeline

and improving urban liveahility,

Tamil Nadu's broader vision,
officials said, is to position Coim-
batoreas a future-ready industrial

and services hubcapable of draw-
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ing next-generation investments
and creating high-skill jobs across
manufacturing and technology.

Sources stressed that the fig-
uresdisclosed sofar donot reflect
the full scale of commitments.
“The overall investment will be
much higher,” one official said,
declining to share further
details.



Stalin inaugurates TIDEL Neo park in
Vellore, built at a cost of 32 crore

Timves News NETwoRK

Chennai: CM M K Stalin
virtually inaugurated TI-
DEL Neo park in Vellore
constructed at the cost of
%32 crore and laid the foun-
dation stone for a similar
mini TIDEL park in Namak-
kal district at the cost of 237
crore on Wednesday, a state
govtrelease said.

The TIDEL Neo park in
Vellore occupies 60,000 squ-
are feet across a ground flo-
or and four upper floors.
The one in Rasipuram in
Namakkal district will co-
ver 63,200 square feet. Both
parks can provide employ-
ment to 600 people each.

TOI
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TIDEL park in the state

IT GOES TO TIER-II OWNS: The Vellore facility is the seventh mini

The Vellore facility is
the seventh mini TIDEL
park, following those in Vil-
lupuram, Salem, Tuticorin,
Tirupur, Thanjavur and

Pattabiram in Tiruvallur
district.

Stalin also inaugurated
an additional hospital buil-
ding in Tiruchengode GH at

Kamarajar Port all set
to handle large blades
and towers of windmills

The port will create storage yards for windmill components, modification of internal roads,

strengthen the existing yards in case of additional storage to handle long windmill blades

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he Kamarajar Port
T is all set to handle
large windmill

components like blades
and towers, a move that
could increase its cargo
throughput and revenue
drastically.

This will be a huge bene-
fit for windmill and wind
turbine manufacturers in
Chennai who would be
able to import and export
windmill components
from this port, according
to sources.

According to officials of
Kamarajar Port Limited

turbine manufacturers in October to handle and store windmill compenents. B. JOTHI

Major development: The port signed an MoU worth 37,000 crore with ene of the world’s leading wind

RAMALINGAM

(KPL), at present, the V.O.
Chidambaranar Port (VOC
Port) in Thoothukudi
stands as the centre for
both export and import of
these components.

Cost-cutting

“It would take about five
days for these companies
to transfer their cargo from
Thoothukudi. These com-
panies can significantly cut
down on their logistics cost
and transit time by tran-
sporting it via Kamarajar
Port. When we facilitate

the movement of windmill
blades and towers, it can
substantially improve our
cargo throughput and re-
venue,” an official said.

As a first step towards
this, KPL signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with one of the
world’s leading wind tur-
bine manufacturers Nor-
dex India Pvt. Ltd., worth
7,000 crore to handle and
store windmill compo-
nents in October.

It is to be noted that a
crucial access road is es-

sential for smooth tran-
sport of over-dimensional
cargo like windmill blades
which have a large radi-
us. The Northern Port Ac-
cess Road, which forms the
first section of the Chennai
Peripheral Ring Road
(CPRR) will be completed
by the end of 2026 and will
enable shifting of such
windmill blades.

Sources said, the port
will also create storage
yards for windmill compo-
nents, modification of in-
ternal roads, strengthen

the existing yards in case of
additional storage to han-
dle windmill blades as long
as 75-90 metres.

“This strategic connec-
tivity [of Northern Port Ac-
cess Road connectivity
through the CPRR-section
1] will make Kamarajar
Port a feasible and cost-ef-
fective gateway for indus-
tries located in the hinter-
land of Chennai, reducing
logistics costs and transit
time for both export and
import of cargo,” another
official said.

a cost of 23 crore. The new
building witha groundfloor
and four upper floors hasan
out-patients ward, emer-
gencyward, scanningfacili-
ties, a mother’s milk bank
and a 225-bed facility.

He also handed over en-
hanced educational aid for
students undergoing trai-
ning in govt priests schools
functioning under HR and
CE department. According
to new orders, the aid for
full-time students will be
710,000 and for part-time
students 5,000. At present,
297 students are being trai-
ned as priests, odhuvars
and musicians in 18 govt-
run institutions.

Source: The Hindu, 27 November 2025, p. 6
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Source: The Times of India,
06 November 2025, p. 4



ACTIVISTS SAY
I364-CRORE
PROJECT POSES
THREAT TOMARINE
HABITATS,
FLAMINGO
SANCTUARY

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

THE National Institute of Wind
Energy (NIWE) has proposed a
50-MW demonstration wind
farm off Dhanushkodi, India’s
first offshore wind project. Con-
ceived under the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy’s
ASPIRE programme, it aims to
serve as a research and testing
platform for offshore wind tech-
nologies inIndian marine condi-
tions. However, the project,
which is to cost T364.6 crore as
per the DPR, faces environmen-
tal and regulatory scrutiny

Located at the southern tip of
Rameswaram, the site records
consistent wind speeds of 8.3 me-
tres per second, ideal for testing
large-capacity turbines. Spread
over 75 acres, the facility will fea-
ture four turbines replicating
offshore conditions, along with a
logistics jetty for transporting
components from Thoothukudi
Port and a research station for
monitoring performance.

The project with a levelised
cost of electricity (cost to gener-
ate one kilowatt-hour (1 unit)) of
¥7.7-8.04 per kWh, is expected to
achieve a 48% capacity utilisa-
tion factor; much higher than on-
shore installations. Power will be
evacuated to the 110-kV Manda-
pam substation through a 40-km
transmission line. NIWE calls the
project a “living laboratory” to
test turbine performance, corro-
sion resistance, and maintenance
strategies key to scaling up to-
wards India’s 30-GW offshore
wind target by 2030.

The site is a declared wetland
and falls under multiple Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) catego-
ries, including CRZ-1B (intertid-
al zone), requiring clearance
from the Tamil Nadu Coastal
Zone Management Authority
(TNCZMA). It also lies close to
the newly declared Greater Fla-
mingo Sanctuary

While declaring the sanctuary,
theTamil Nadu government said
Dhanushkodi was vital for mi-
gratory and resident birds along
the central Asian flyway, serving
as feeding and resting grounds

India’s first offshore wind project
faces green hurdles at Dhanushkodi
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for Herons, Egrets, Sandpi-
pers, Terns, Greater and Less-
er Flamingos, Kentish and
Hanuman Plovers, and Wad-
ers. Nearly 128 bird species
have been recorded here. Dur-
ing the 2023-24 Wetland Bird
Census, 10,761 wetland birds
were counted in the area.

SBalachandran, former depu-
ty director of the Bombay Natu-
ral History Society, said Dha-
nushkodi hosts “one of the
critical and unique habitats in
India.” Itsmudflats are prime ar-
eas for waders, he added. “Im-
pact of windmills on birdlife is
well-documented. The project
should not be allowed to
materialise.”

At arecent meeting of the Ra-
manathapuram District Coastal
Zone Management Committee
(DCZMC), several participants
voiced concerns.

¥ Nallathambi, a fisherman
from Thangachimadam and DC-
ZMA member, said, “The pro-
posed jetty site isa fish breeding
ground. Marine habitats and our
livelihoods will be affected.” He
also cited a pending case before

berthing jetty

the National Green Tribunal on
CRZ map preparation, urging
authorities to defer approval un-
til it is resolved.

SP Rayappan of the District
Boat Fishermen Welfare Asso-
ciation said the project could im-
pact turtle nesting grounds and
migratory bird routes, especially
flamingos and milkfish breeding
areas. “A similar wind projectat
Thangachimadam failed earlier.
Dhanushkodi should be pre-
served,” he said.

District Forest Office officials
backed these concerns, noting
flamingos visit Dhanushkodi be-
tween December and March and
that the area is a declared wet-
land. An NIWE official, however,
said the project was “research-
oriented and designed with min-
imal environmental distur-

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 November 2025, p. 4
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approach jetty - 1Ll 75 *’5 500 cal vehicle noise. Bird flight
i IVA 37?73 diverters will be installed, and
Proposed VA 00 | 100 bubble curtains will be used

during pile-driving to reduce

underwater noise.”

NIWE said all recommenda-
tions from the wildlife warden,
including studies on noise, sea-
grass, seahorses, and coral reefs,
would be incorporated in a de-
tailed Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA ) before CRZ clear-
ance. The project also proposesa
Z62-lakh Environmental Man-
agement Plan for continuous
monitoring of seawater quality,
sediment, and biodiversity
indicators.

After deliberations, the dis-
trict CZMA recommended the
proposal to the state authority,
noting that it falls under permis-
sible CRZ activities for non-con-
ventional energy generation un-
der the CRZ notification, 2011.

However, the approval carried
13 stringent conditions -- ban-
ning disturbance of turtle nest-
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ing sites, sand dunes, and fish
breeding grounds; mandating
EIA updates; and requiring sepa-
rate clearances from the Tamil
Nadu Maritime Board for jetty
construction. The project must
also ensure that fishing routes
and marine patroloperations re-
main unobstructed.

In a letter to TNCZMA, Chen-
nai-based environmentalist K
Saravanan urged withdrawal of
the CRZ application due to the
project’s proximity tothe sanctu-
ary “Wind farms near sanctuar-
ies are disastrous. Studies from
Gujarat and Karnataka show
turbine collisions and electric
cable risks that threaten bird
populations,” he wrote.

When contacted, AR Rahul
Nadh, member-secretary of the
Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone
Management Authority, said ad-
ditional details had been sought
from the Ramanathapuram col-
lector: “We will not appraise the
project until the technical scru-
tiny is completed. All the ecolog-
ical and social impacts of the
project will be taken into consid-
eration before appraising.”

IMAGING: PRAJKUMAR



TN’s first inter-state
expressway project
mired in legal woes

Ramesh Shankar

g

PAIN POINT: The NE-7 is stuck between Kancheepuram-Arakkonam

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Work on the
263.4km inter-state express-
way between Chennai and
Bengaluru has remained
stuck on multiple stretches
for months on now. The
Z15,000crore access-control-
led corridor, launched in
2019, was originally slated for
completion in 2023. But now
it is now unlikely to be ready
before mid-2026.

The key obstacle is alegal
dispute between National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAT)and a contractor buil-
ding the 25km Arakkonam-
—Kancheepuramstretch. The
latter has moved Madras
high court flagging the high
cost of fly ash required for
embankment work.

Though NHAI got orders
in its favour in the first ro-
und, the contractor has gone
on appeal, leaving the work
stalled. “About 14 km is still
pending. If works resume
now, we can finish by July
next year,” said NHAI Kan-
cheepuram project director
A Savithiri Devi. The affec-
ted stretch covers key locali-
ties such as Parandur, where
only a few pillars and girders
are inplace.

Sources said fly ash, sour-
ced mainly from Ennore
Thermal Power Station, is
being sold at inflated prices
by a cartel of middlemen.
Contractors allege the ash,
meant to replace soil in road
embankments, is now being
sold at up to 10,000 a trucklo-

ad. “There are three grades
of fly ash, with the top grade
sold at ¥550 per tonne to ce-
ment industries. If thermal
plants sell directly to high-
way contractors instead of
middlemen through cont-
racts, inflation could be pre-
vented,” said a highway cont-
ractor, R Ramarao.

The project has already
missed several deadlines
mentioned in the Parliament
by Union minister Nitin Gad-
kari. About 94km of the ex-
pressway falls within Tamil
Nadu, covering four Kkey
stretches. Out of the 24km
stretch from Gudipala in
Andhra Pradesh to Walaja-
pet in TN, which is supposed
to be over by Oct 2025, a rail-
way overbridge is still yet to
be constructed, and about
300metres of work isleft. The
Walajapet-Arakkonam
stretch of 24.5km also missed
its October deadline, with
about 300metres and an ROB
left.

Thethird 25.5km Arakko-
nam-Kancheepuram stretch
is supposed to be finished by
March 2026, but it is stalled
now, and the deadline is pus-
hedtoJuly Meanwhile, inthe
Kancheepuram and Sripe-
rumbudur stretch of 31 km,
which is supposed to be finis-
hed by December, about 6 km
isleft. The fourth stretch will
now only be finished by May
next year. Once complete, the
six-lane expressway is expec-
ted to cut Chennai-Bengalu-
rutravel timetojustthree ho-
ursthrough a seamless corri-
dor connecting TN and AP.

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2025, p. 2

Stalin flags off 31,200 crore worth
new roads; launches ambulances

Times News NETwoRK

Chennai: Chief minister MK
Stalin inaugurated virtually
roads worth ¥1,248 crore con-
structed by state highways de-
partment across Tamil Nadu.
Theroads were inaugurated in
Erode, Tiruvarur, Mayila-
duthurai, Thanjavur, Tiruval-
lur, Tirunelveli, Ariyalur,
Madurai and two rail over-
bridges in Vellore.

Major projects included
four-laning of Erode-Gobi-
chettipalayam road for a dis-
tanceof 30.6kmatacostof ¥272
crore; widening of Mayila-
duthurai-Tiruvarur road for
16.4 km at a cost of 221 crore;
widening of 9.9km long Kum-
bakonam-Mannargudi road at
acostof 7197 crore; four-laning
of 11.4km long Korattur-Thin-
nanur-Periyapalayam road at
a cost of 211 crore; and four-
laning of Tiruvallur-Arakko-
nam road for a distance of 9.2
kmatacost of 82 crore.

He flagged off 87 new am-
bulances for 108 ambulance
service at a cost of close to 719
crore. At present, there are
1,353 108 ambulances plying in

R Ramesh Shankar

A

- zZ -
LIFE SAVERS: New ambulances have advanced life support equipments

the state for emergency servic-
es. Among them, 307 ambu-
lances were equipped with ad-
vanced life support equipment
and 65 were neo-natal ambu-
lances.

Stalin handed overland re-
cords to officials of local bod-
ies to establish burial grounds
for Christians and Muslims.
According to orders, burial
grounds would be established
in Kottaipatti in Virudhuna-
gar district; Allinagaram in
Theni district; Sakkaraikottai
in Ramanathapuram district;
Thirupachur in Tiruvallur

district; Elambalur in Peram-
balur district; and Arasani in
Sivaganga district.

The burial grounds would
have a proper compound wall,
name boards and basic ameni-
ties. Christians and Muslims
from these towns met Stalin at
the state secretariat and
thanked him for the alloca-
tion.

Earlier, CM along with dep-
uty CM Udhayanidhi Stalinin-
augurated the bund-strength-
ening work of the water body
at the upcoming Guindy eco
park.

Source: The Times of India, 02 November 2025, p. 5
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TNRDC floats tenders for last 30km
stretch of peripheral ring road

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Road
Development Corporation
has floated tenders for the fi-
nal 30-km stretch between
Singaperumal Koil and Ma-
mallapuram of the 133-km
Chennai peripheral ring po-

ad (CPRR).
Proposed in 2019, the
CPRR will link Mahabalipu-

ram with Ennore via Singa-
perumal Koil, Sriperumbu-
dur, and Tiruvallur. The pro-
ject cost is 15,000 crore, and
officials expect completion
inthe next two years.

TNRDC officials said
work on the last stretch will
start shortly and be comple-
ted within two years, follo-
wed by a seven-year mainte-
nance period.

The govt has identified
more than 1,000 trees in the
right-ofway of the six-lane
corridor, which can be expan-
ded to 10 lanes in the future.
These trees will be transplan-
ted along the service lanes.

Four other stretches, En-
nore-Thatchur, Thatchur-T-
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hamaraipakkam, Tiruval-
lur-Sriperumbudur, and Sri-
perumbudur-Singaperumal
Koil, have already been ten-
dered. Some sections have
achieved 70% progress, with
L&T executing one of them.

The full corridor will have 55

vehicular underpasses,
along with entries and exits
inkey towns.

While the national high-
ways cap speed at 100kmph,
CPRR will permit 120kmph,

making it the state highways
department’s first express-
way.

The only other 120kmph
corridor is the national ex-
pressway-7, which is being
built from Chennai to Benga-
luru by the NHALI

Travel time from Maha-
balipuram to Ennore, cur-
rently three hours via the 75
km route through the city, is
expected to drop to about an
hour once the CPRR opens. M
Yuvaraj, president of the sta-
te sand lorry owners associa-
tion, said lorry movement on
the Chennai bypass is now
restricted due to rising local
traffic.

“Once, Chennai bypass
was a major arterial road.
Now, even two-wheelers use
it, restricting truck traffic.
The same will happen with
ORR in the future as the city
grows. The new stretch will
help trucks from the deep so-
uth reach the port and vice
versa in a hassle-free man-
ner,” he said, adding that it is
vital for the transport of rice,
pulses, goods, and several
other products.

Chennai airport plans to
clear path for 2nd runway

176 Buildings,
Trees To Be
Removed

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Airports Authority
of India (AAID discussed
plans to remove obstacles
along the flight path of Chen-
nai airport’s secondary run-
way during the airport advi-
sory committee meeting on
Friday. This will enable aut-
horities to recarpet the main
runway after nearly a decade.

The committee, chaired by
MP TR Baalu, decided toform
a team comprising members
from the Chennai airport aut-
hority, and revenue officers
from Tambaram and Cheng-
alpet to carry out an obstacle
limitation survey They will
also hold talks with the ow-
ners of both authorized and
unauthorized buildings viola-
ting the colour-coded zoning
map developed by aviation
authorities to regulate buil-
ding heights and land use in

Obstacles Code E flights

identified (with a wingspan of up

1 76 to 52m) could not land, <
take off from the 2nd

buildings, runway duéto

towers, trees | obstacles

Chennai
airport
handles
475 flight
movements A
& inaday

Total length
of the 2nd
runway

2,890m

the vicinity of theairport.

Some of the buildings in
the zone were authorized by
the approving authority due
to a misinterpretation of the
height restrictions without
taking into account the above
mean sea level factor, officials
said. “The aim for the survey
is to reduce the heights of the
buildings for better use of the
secondary runway when the
main runway is closed for re-
laying,” headded.

Until now, the AAI has
identified 176 structures in-
cluding telecommunication
towers, buildings, and trees,
which will be removed.
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“Though the secondary
runway is 2,890m long and is
capable of handling Code E
aircraft, about 780m of the
stretch is not used due to ob-
structions. This has forced us
toreduce therunway capacity
to handle smaller Code C air-
craft,” said airport director M
Raja Kishore. “If the entire
length of the runway could be
used, operations of the main
runway can be entirely shif-
ted,” he added.

Since per-day aircraft mo-
vements have jumped to 475
from 425, using the second
runway to its full potential
will avoid revenue loss for

both the airports authority
and the state govt, the director
said. The main runway was
last recarpeted in 2015 at the
cost of %40 crore and the se-
condary runway was recarpe-
ted in 2024. AAI is planning to
float a tender for the recarpe-
tingof the main runway soon.

Meanwhile, TR Baalu said
that a detailed project report
will be prepared to prevent
water from Pammal and Poz-
hichalur from draining to-
wards the compound walls of
the Chennai airport by const-
ructing a proper channel to
drainthe water intothe Adyar
River.

Source: The Times of India,

27 November 2025, p. 4

Source: The Times of India,
29 November 2025, p. 5



T.N. pushes for faster expansion of
airports to match its economic surge

Passenger traffic is rising sharply, new industrial clusters are coming up across the State with a boom in distributed growth, and vet several

completed or near-ready airports are waiting for timely operational clearance, points out Tamil Nadu Minister for Industries T.R.B. Rajaa

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

amil Nadu’s indus-
T trial and economic
surge in the past

four years requires a far
larger and more rapid ex-
pansion of airport infras-
tructure, according to Mi-
nister for Industries T.R.B.
Rajaa.

“Passenger traffic is ris-
ing sharply, new industrial
clusters are coming up
across the State with a
boom in distributed
growth, and yet several
completed or near-ready
airports — from Vellore and
Neyveli to Salem and Than-
javur — are waiting for
timely operational clea-
rance,” he said at a recent
interaction with journalists
of The Hindu.

“We are developing ma-
jor greenfield airports at
Parandur and Hosur, but
the reality is simple: a State
of our scale needs many
more functional airports,
and we urge the Union go-
vernment to match Tamil

Pitching for connectivity: T.R.B. Rajaa says the Salem Airport
needs additional scheduled services to Chennai and Madurai to
meet rising passenger demand. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Nadu’s pace so that con-
nectivity does not become
a bottleneck for growth,”
Mr. Rajaa said.

DPR completed

The government has in-
itiated the development of
the Parandur Greenfield
International Airport near
Chennai to address the re-

Source: The Hindu, 17 November 2025, p. 4

gion’s rising passenger and
cargo traffic. The Detailed
Project Report has been
completed, and the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation (MoCA)
granted site clearance on
August 1, 2024. Subse-
quently, the MoCA provid-
ed in-principle approval on
April 7, 2025. Land acquisi-
tion is under way.

A State of our scale
needs many more
functional airports,

and we urge the Union
government to match
Tamil Nadu's pace so
that connectivity does
not become a bottleneck
for growth

T.R.B.RAJAA
Minister for Industries

As for the Hosur Green-
field Airport, Tamil Nadu
Industrial Development
Corporation Limited has
conducted pre-feasibility
studies and identified five
potential sites, which were
inspected by officials of the
Airports Authority of India
(AAT) in September 2024.
Based on their observa-
tions, two sites were shor-
tlisted for a detailed
analysis.

The AAI submitted its
pre-feasibility report on
April 3, 2025, and the site

in Hosur-Shoolagiri taluk
was finalised. A site clea-
rance application was sub-
mitted to the MoCA on No-
vember 7, 2025.

According to the Minis-
ter, the Salem Airport, in
particular, requires addi-
tional scheduled services
to Chennai and Madurai to
meet the rising passenger
demand and enhance re-
gional connectivity.

Land handed over

The infrastructure at the
Vellore RCS (Regional Con-
nectivity Scheme) Airport
has been completed, and
the required land was
handed over to the AAI
long ago. Security and fire
personnel have been
trained by the State go-
vernment, and they are
ready for deployment.
“Despite readiness, flight
operations have been inor-
dinately delayed,” Mr. Ra-
jaa said.

The Neyveli RCS Airport
has its infrastructure in
place too; vet, flight opera-
tions have not begun. The
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State government urges
the AAI to commence op-
erations immediately to
enhance regional accessi-
bility, he said.

Thanjavur Civil Enclave
For the Thanjavur Civil En-
clave (at the Indian Air
Force base), the State has
identified the land re-
quired for laying a straight
approach road from the
National Highway and gi-
ven in-principle approval
for acquisition.

Since an approach road
already exists, further ac-
quisition may proceed
once the AAI finalises the
development plan.

Airport proposed

The State government has
proposed to develop a
greenfield airport in Rama-
nathapuram. Two poten-
tial sites have been identi-
fied, and the AAI has been
requested to conduct feasi-
bility studies. Upon site fi-
nalisation, the State go-
vernment will initiate steps
to advance the project.



Modernization Of TN’s Ports Could Entail Lower Costs,
Faster Turnaround Times, And Direct Global Linkage

Yogesh.Kabirdoss@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu’s industrial ecosystem is set for
a boost in competitiveness, as its three key
ports—Chennai Port Authority, Kamarajar
Port at Ennore, and V O Chidambaranar Port
Authority (VOCPA) in Tuticorin— prepare
to execute one of the largest expansion programmes ever
undertaken. More than 1.2 lakh crore worth of MoUs
were signed at the India Maritime Week in Mumbai a
fortnight ago, signalling a strong and long-overdue push
to modernize port capacity, optimise cargo handling, en-
hance last-mile road and rail connectivity, and introduce
new capabilities such as shipbuilding and repair For a
state whose industrial base spans automobiles, footwear;
textiles, leather, electronics, aerospace, defence, and re-
newables, the port expansion is timely. TN’s industries
rely on containerized and bulk cargo movement, and ex-
porters have often faced bottlenecks related to capacity,
vessel frequency, and last-mile connectivity The upgrades
are aimed at solving these pain points through modern-
ized terminals, deeper drafts, new berths, expanded yards,
and improved rail and road evacuation systems.
The most significant investment—=42,000 crore—has
been earmarked for Chennai Port Authority,
which sits at the heart of India’s automobile .
export chain. Hyundai Motor India Ltd (HMIL),
the country’s second-largest carmaker, has
depended almost entirely on Chennai Port
since 1999 to ship cars to global markets. Over
3.7mn of its vehicles have been exported from
this port over the past 25 vears, reaching more than
150 destinations across APAC, Africa, the Middle East,
and Latin America. With Hyundai committing to make
India its largest production and export hub outside South
Korea, and with other OEMs expanding in and around
Chennai, the port’s expansion is expected to improve dis-
patch sequencing and reduce vessel turnaround delays.
Exporters welcomed the intervention. Israr Ahmed,
former vice-president of the federation of Indian export
organisations (FIEQ) and MD of Farida Group, afootwear
exporter, notes the state’s expanding industrial base re-
quires its ports to double handling capacity over next five
years. Volume-heavy industries depend on reliable con-
tainer movement, and improved efficiency is expected to
increase the frequency of mothership calls—currently
sparse—thus reducing reliance on transshipment hubs.
Ahmed estimates that direct connectivity of large vessels
could cut transit times between Chennai and the US from
today’s 60-75 days to nearly 50-65 days. Such savings in
time and cost, he says, would enhance TN’s global com-
petitiveness. Defence and aerospace manufacturing—one
of TN’s fastest-growing sectors—stands to gain. With
global supply chains diversifying away from China, In-
dianexporters are seeing increased interest from markets
across Europe and East Asia. Vanchinathan T, founder of

defence technology firm Jeanuvs, says ports with higher
handling capacity will be critical for efficiently importing
rare minerals and exporting defence components. Jeanu-
vs is setting up India’s largest ammunition filling facility
in southern TN with a 74,000 crore investment, planned -
toleverage VOCPA's improved cargo access. Vanchinathan
says reduced port-side expenses and increased vessel
frequency will lower import costs and improve export *
margins for defence manufacturers.

TN’'s manufacturing community views the expansion -
as crucial to addressing structural weakness of India’s
logistics cost, hovering around 13-14%—higher than th
global benchmark of 7-8%. Sunil Rallan, president of thi
TN association of SEZ infrastructure developers, be-
lieves that port inefficiencies have long eroded India’s.
price competitiveness. When compared with world-class
ports such as Jebel Ali, Indian ports fall behind in
operational speed, turnaround time, and evacuation
efficiency. With new investments, Rallan expects
vessel dwell times to fall and yard operations to be-
come more predictable. For industrial clusters lo-
cated within 80km of Chennai, Ennore, and Kat-
tupalli—and emerging hubs such as Trichy and
Perambalur—the gains could be significant, he
adds. Kamarajar Port Ltd (KPL), a subsidiary of ¢

Chennai Port Authority, has signed MoUs worth
¥24,176 crore to upgrade container terminal
capacity, bulk cargo capabilities, and dredging
operations. Deepening of drafts will allow
larger cape-size vessels to dock directly, reduc-
ing dependence on feeder services—a source of
added cost for exporters. KPL MD Irene Cynthia
notes that deeper drafts and expanded berths will
streamline cargo movement and help the state’s
exporters integrate seamlessly into global shipping
networks. Down south, Tuticorin’s VOCPA is po-
sitioning itself as an integrated cargo and ship-repair
hub. An MoU worth 22,000 crore with J M Baxi Ports
& Logistics will bring a full-fledged ship repair facility
to the region—.

VOCPA chairperson Susanta Kumar Purohit says
the facility is expected to increase port calls by 25%. Tu-
ticorin’s importance has grown in recent years, with the
region emerging as a base for manufacturing long wind- &
mill blades for export—many of which move from cen- |
tres as far as Bengaluru and Chennai.

Across the border. Vizhinjam International Port,
operationalized recently, is emerging as a prime gate-
way for exporters from Tirupur, Coimbatore, and
other western districts. Industry leaders see Vizhin-
Jjam not merely as a competitor but as a complementary |
force that strengthens South India’s collective logistics
capacity. S Narasimhan, chairman of Sattva Logistics
and chairman of CII Southern Region Ports & Logistics
Committee, notes that TN'’s port modernization is a
decade overdue but now moving in the right direction.

Source: The Times of India, 17 November 2025, p. 2
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Chennai Port to get deeper
channels for larger vessels

Officials say they will soon appoint a consultant to conduct the recommended studies, along with

environmental impact assessment, for obtaining the permissions needed for the dredging project

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

or berthing and safe
F manoeuvring of ve-

ry large crude car-
riers, Chennai Port Author-
ity will soon carry out
capital dredging work.
This infrastructure up-
grade is a necessity to han-
dle large vessels with a
length of 350 m or more.

The capital dredging
work (deepening of the ex-
isting channels to cater to
large vessels) will be done
to increase the diametre of
the turning circle at both
the Bharathi and Ambed-
kar Docks.

While the Ambedkar
Dock turning circle’s dia-
metre of 392 m will in-
crease by 200 m, the Bha-
rathi Dock’s 560-m turning
circle will be expanded by
50 m.

The completion of the
work will enable the turn-
ing of large container and
crude vessels at the port.

According to Chennai
Port Authority, the capital
dredging project is crucial
for the port’s growth as it
will help larger vessels,
and very large crude car-

Infrastructure upgrade

According to Chennai Port Authority, the capital dredging project is crucial for the port’s growth

Total quay length:
around

kM ._

Number of
berths:

24

docks:

&

riers to safely access the fa-
cility. At times of adverse
weather conditions, while
deepening the channels
substantially decreases the
risk of wvessels running
aground, widening the
channels will help vessels
manoeuvre safely and al-
low for two-way traffic.

To implement the pro-
ject, Chennai Port Authori-
ty needs to first receive en-
vironmental clearance.

In August, the Ministry

Source: The Hindu, 04 November 2025, p. 2

Number of

(Ambedkar,
Jawahar, and

m Dredging is carried out at harbours mainly to

maintain and enhance navigation infrastructure

m Capital dredging is carried out to deepen exist-
ing channels or establish new ones to facilitate the
handling of large vessels

1 = The capital dredging to be
done at Chennai Port will

help with the safe manoeu-
vring of very large crude
carriers

of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) granted the
Terms of Reference (ToR)
for carrying out the capital
dredging work.

In the ToR, the Ministry
has directed Chennai Port
Authority to do various
studies, including a hydro-
dynamics study on the im-
pact of dredging, the effect
of dredging and dumping
activities on the coastline,
if the project will affect ma-

rine ecology and biodiver-
sity.

Officials said they would
soon appoint a consultant
for conducting the recom-
mended studies along with
environmental impact as-
sessment studies and help
the authorities obtain Envi-
ronmental Clearance from
the MoEF&CC, New Delhi,
and Coastal Regulation
Zone Clearance from the
State Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Authority.
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CMRL Hopes To Beef Up Its Revenues By Transforming Stations Into Recreational Zones

Metro stations to turn
ublic hangouts by 202¢

Venkadesan.S@timesofindia.com ! 2 i
 PROGRESS CHART
¥ 2028, one might no longer need to
drive to ECR for a night out. The metro
stations will double up as air-condi-
tioned hangouts with restaurants, mul-

/

CHENNAI CENTRAL TOWER
Current Status | 7.5% completed. Work

tiplexes, lounges, and co-working on the first floor underway
spaces, redefining the city’s idea of leisure.

; > . X Actual Structure | 4 Basements 24,154
Chennai Metro Rail Ltd (CMRL) has identified sq m for parking+ Ground + 27 Upper

Chennai Central, Broadway, Mandaveli, Thiru- A (Height: 120 m)

Ground-4th Floor | Retail + Multiplex -
10 sqm
LW Sth-10th Floor|

M= 4 Reserved

mangalam, Sholinganallur, and Thoraipakkam
to develop premium hangouts.

‘While Central Tower will have a multiplex,
Kuralagam will feature commercial spaces, and
stations on OMR such as Sholinganallur and

THIRUMANGALAM INTEGRATED

Thoraipakkam will have co-working spaces. All DEVELOPMENT b Office Space -

stations will have restaurants. These structures - - : |

will also serve as multi-modal transport hubs, ;u;ﬁgsg tus | Technical evaluation ; 18616sqm BROADWAY
unlike the existing malls in the city. The biggest | 11th-24th Floor | BUS STAND &
of all- Chennai Central Tower with 28 floorsand | PLAN ey Grarde-A Office KURALAGAM
four basements for parking and a multiplex - is Tower A | 2B + G + 11 Floors ﬂl g Space-43428 INTEGRATED
taking shape fast. CMRL officials said 75% of | T o516+ 11 Floors sqm COMPLEX
the work is completed so far; and construction 25th Floor | Service Floor - 3,102 sqm

is at the level of the first floor When operation- : Tower C| 2B + G + 11 Floors

al, the central tower can be accessed by subur-

stone to be laid by

| 26th-27th Floor | 3-Star Boutique Hotel (SR L LECHiL

5 Tower D | G + 2 Floors -5823sqm
ban trains, MRTS, bus transport, and metro - n - year-end
trains. The work on the tower, which will also Feasible Built-Up Area | 62,665 sqm Project Cost | 7688 crore (197 crore Actwlplanlz
house a multiplex, started a year ago. Project Cost | 2282 crore spent for basements) BC TEU[H Etm _I'_ Ground
a SJIlnLSI%la.réy, ﬂfe Igjlre%lagaén complex hasbbeen +ass:::::|ss( 4 920::;
lemolished to lay the foundation stone to begi Sl b S
construction by the enflof Noy whils construe MANDAVELI BUS TERMINAL DEVELOPMENT Bus stand at lower

levels, commercial
above

Kuralagam Block |
2 Basements +
Ground + 9 Floors
(35.40 m)

tion will begin at the Broadway bus terminus
by this year-end after the existing terminus is
moved to Island grounds. Similar complexes are

© Current status | Tender awarded,
in different stages of execution in Mandaveli, 3

construction to start as soon as
underground pillar is completed

Plan | Two towers
Total Built-Up Area | 3,52,270

Thirumangalam, Thoraipakkam, and Sholin-
ganallur. “The contract period for most special

projects is around 26 to 30 months. So, they all sqm Dedicated commereial
should be open to the public by the end of 2028,” q +
said CMRL Project Director T Archunan. fgﬂ'ﬁﬁ'ﬂ‘smce e area

Project Cost | 7606.59
crore (excl. GST)

CMRL has also been developing small com-
mercial spaces above all its underground sta-
tions on the OMR. Apart from utilization of air
rights of lands under control of CMRL and
other govt bodies to generate additional revenue,
these structures will lend the city an air of mo-

Project Cost | 2194 crore

. OMR-THORAIPAKKAM COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMEN

dernity Satish Galley,a Semmancheri resident, Current status |

welcomed the transit-oriented development and Tender finalized

said that this should not be restricted within the Site Area | 2,440 sqm

city The upcoming metro stations in Navalur W

and Siruseri would at least deserve mini malls, 3 Basements +

‘which CMRL is planning at most of the stations Ground + 5 Floors

on the OMR stretch. “CMRL is working towards ——

transit-oriented developments like Singapore Built-Up Area |

and other developed countries. Developments 12,346 sqm

beyond Sholinganallur are needed,” he said. SHOLINGANALLUR METRO Project Cost |
City-based urban planner Pavithra Srini- SITE DEVELOPMENTC 7106 crore

vasan said that such developmem_s are unavoid- Current status | Tender finalized

able and needed as long as there is impetus for

growth in the city “There is a need for such | Plan|G +8Floors

public places for agrowing metropolislike Chen- + area | 3,578 sqm

nai, and it is better than private developments.
But such spaces should be inclusionary in na-
ture and accessible by people from all walks of
life,” she said.

Built-Up Area | 15,313 sqm
Project Cost | 2142 crore

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2025, p. 2
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T.N. finds itself in a tight spot
over Code on Social Security

The State govt. is vet to frame draft rules for the Labour Code unlike with the other 3 Codes. It is
worried that it may disrupt the current framework of welfare schemes for unorganised workers

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

ith the Union
Wgovernrnent
notifying  the

enforcement of the four
Labour Codes all over the
country, the Tamil Nadu
government has found it-
self in a tight corner with
regard to the Code on So-
cial Security, as it has been
entertaining reservations
on the issue.

Ever since the Centre
enacted the four Codes five
years ago in the place of 29
laws, it had held discus-
sions with the State go-
vernment over the imple-
mentation of the Code on
Social Security (CSS),
2020. But, no consensus
was arrived at, according
to a policymaker.

Of the four Codes, the
State government, in April
2022, published draft rules
for the three — the Code on
Wages, 2019, the Industrial
Relations Code, 2020, and
the Occupational Safety,
Health, and Working Con-
ditions Code, 2020. As
consultations with stake-
holders have been held,
the government can notify
the final rules anytime
now.

Only in respect of the
CSS, no draft rules have
been framed so far.

Fundamentally, the CSS
does not give liberty to the

Wide coverage: Currently, 18 un

organised workers' welfare boards

A

in Tamil Nadu are implementing schemes pertaining to education,
marriage, accident disability, and pension, among others. FILE PHOTO

State government to retain
its existing law — the Tamil
Nadu Manual Workers
(Regulation of Employ-
ment and Conditions of
Work) Act, 1982. But, the
Unorganised Workers’ So-
cial Security Act, 2008,
one of the nine laws sub-
sumed by the latest Code,
had allowed States to have
any corresponding law,
providing welfare schemes
more beneficial to the un-
organised workers than
those provided for them
under it.

The main reason behind
the State government’s re-
servation is that Tamil Na-

Source: The Hindu, 24 November 2025, p. 2

du, being a “pioneer” in la-
bour welfare measures for
the unorganised sector,
has been having 18 unor-
ganised workers’ welfare
boards, covering those en-
gaged in 70 (manual) and
54 (construction) catego-
ries of works specified in
the 1982 law.

These boards are imple-
menting a number of
schemes pertaining to edu-
cation, marriage, materni-
ty, natural and accidental
death, accident disability,
and monthly and family
pension.

The concern expressed
by activists and trade un-

ionists, apart from the
State government, is that
the present framework of
schemes may get disturbed
after implementation of
the CSS.

For example, in the
Code, it is for the Union go-
vernment to frame welfare
schemes for unorganised
workers in respect of life
and disability cover, health
and maternity benefits, old
age protection, and educa-
tion, while it is for the State
governments to come up
with schemes for provi-
dent fund, employment in-
jury benefit, housing, edu-
cational schemes for
children, upgrading skills
of workers, funeral assis-
tance, and old age homes.

This has raised ques-
tions over how to continue
with the existing schemes
of the State government
and welfare boards in
areas designated for the
Union government.

Overlapping functions
Besides, the possibility ex-
ists in respect of overlap-
ping of certain functions,
as stipulated by the Code.
Notwithstanding  the
prevalence of challenges
inherent in the implemen-
tation of the CSS, the Tamil
Nadu government is partic-
ular that the interests of
workers are safeguarded
and strengthened, ex-
plains a senior official.
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TNPDCL draft revision order increases workload of 50K employees by 30%

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

AFTER a long delay, the Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited {TNPDCL)
has released a draft revised or-
der on workload to be handled,
which will be applicable for
nearly 50,000 Group 3 and
Group 4 employvees in the or-
ganisation. The discom has
given a 15-day period for em-
ployees to submit their com-

ments and objections, before
finalising the draft.

According to official sources,
the revision had been pending
for the past two years, and TNP-
DCL has now decided to move
forward in an attempt to im-
prove field operations, strength-
en monitoring and enhance
consumer services,

A draft copy of the proposal
accessed by TNIE shows that
each section office will now
have to cover 168 transformers,

compared with 140 trans-

formers in the workload "

norms issued on March 1y

2, 2018. Similarly work- [

load for almost all catego- /,3

ries of field-related tasks

— including meter read-

ing, bill collection,

breakdown work and

maintenance — have J

been inereased by 4

around 20% to 30%.
A Sekkizhar, gen-

eral secretary of

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 November 2025, p. 4

e

the TNEB Employees
Federation (affiliated
with UTUC), teld

TNIE that the staff-
ing pattern has re-
mained outdated
for decades. “There
are about 2,900 sec-

tion offices func-
tioning across the
state. For more
than 30 years,
each section of-
fice has been op-

erating with seven workmen
groups, with each group hav-
ing a wireman and a field as-
sistant —a total of 14 staff. But
today, most section offices have
only six to eight employees,
and the rest of the posts are ly-
ing vacant,” he said.
“Workload keeps increasing
every year, but the discom has
neither created new posts nor
taken steps to fill the vacan-
cies. This will directly affect
lakhs of consumers,” he

added.

Sekkizhar further pointed
out that nearly 10,000 gangmen
have been working for the past
four years but are still not con-
sidered under the official work-
load structure. “We have re-
peatedly requested TNPDCL to
promote gangmen as field as-
sistants and include them in
the workload,” he said.

Echoing similar concerns,
E Natarajan, state general sec-
retary of the Bharathiya Elec-

tricity Engineers Association,
said thediscom has introduced
several new technical systems,
but has not ereated any new
technical posts.

With the new draft increas-
ing the workload, attending to
transformer repairs, feeder
faults and power outages will
take more time in the coming
months, he said, and added,
“There is no point in increas-
ing workload without increas-
ing staff strength.”

TN, ANSR ink MoU to attract more capability centres

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Chennai

THE state government has
signed a strategic partnership
on Thursday with ANSR, a
Bengaluru-headquartered firm
that specialises in establishing
and scaling Global Capability
Centres (GCCs), as the state
seeks to consolidate its position
as a hub for high-value technol-
ogy and engineering services.
Guidance, the state’s invest-
ment promotion agency, exe-
cuted the memorandum of un-
derstanding in Bengaluru.

Officials described the agree-
mentasone of the most signifi-
cant interventions vet in Tamil
Nadu's bid to expand its foot-
print in the GCC segment —a
sector that has become
central to corporate dig-
ital transformation and
global operations.

TRB Rajaa, minister
for industries, invest-
ment promotion and
commerce, said the part-
nershipwould help the state at-
tract “the next wave of global
corporations” and strengthen
its bid to become the world’s

=

most competitive GCC destina-
tion. “Technology, automotive,
BFSI, engineering, aerospace
and retail companies have all
chosen our state. They come
because of our talent, our
infrastructure and the
stability of this govern-

ment,” he said.
Lalit Ahuja, ANSR's
founder and chief exec-
utive, said Tamil Nadu
oftered “all the ingredients™
required to become a global
leader in the GCC industry, cit-
ing its technical talent base,
policy clarity and expanding

innovation ecosystem.

ANSR, which has set up more
than 200 GCCs employ ing over
2 lakh professionals worldwide,
brings two decades of experi-
ence in building enterprise ca-
pabilities across Al engineer-
ing, cybersecurity, product
development, R&D, digital com-
merce and data science.

Tamil Nadu already hosts
GCCsof several large multina-
tional firms, and last vear in-
troduced a dedicated GCC poli-
cy to boost emplovability and
deepen its competitiveness in
high-skill services.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 November 2025, p. 5

Labour Dept. plans to put up resting sheds
for construction workers across the State

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Labour Department has
made plans to put up 50 resting
sheds for construction workers
throughout the State, with the
initiative targeting urban local
bodies. The Greater Chennai

Corporation (GCC) is spear-
Source: The Hindu, 16 November 2025, p. 5

heading a pilot project, which
includes plans to set up these
facilities in high-traffic areas.

Following this, the civic bo-
dy’s Special Projects wing pre-
pared a prototype for the pro-
posed shed. In June 2025, the
GCC opened dedicated 24-hour
lounges for gig workers.

An official said the facility for

construction workers would in-
clude seating, fans, and toilets.
The budget is still being final-
ised, and the design is under
preparation. Construction is
expected to pick up once the
approvals are in place. The fa-
cilities are planned in Thiru.Vi-
.Ka. Nagar, Anna Nagar and Ko-
dambakkam zones.
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Naan Mudhalvan programme to cover
nursing, allied health sciences students

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Skill Deve-
lopment Corporation
(TNSDC) is set to expand its
flagship Naan Mudhalvan
programme to students
pursuing Nursing and Al-
lied Health Sciences, to en-
hance employability in the
healthcare sector.

As part of this new in-
itiative, students will re-
ceive specialised training
in communication skills
and digital skills — two
competencies increasingly
critical in today’s clinical
environments.

“We held multiple
rounds of discussions with
MGR University, the Nurs-
ing Council and several
other stakeholders and
have introduced these
courses based on their col-
lective feedback. These are
not generic modules -
they are custom-designed
for hospital settings. The

TNSkill Registry is a
portal designed for
those who have
undergone training
under the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme

stakeholders were in-
volved throughout the cur-
riculum finalisation,” Kran-
thi Kumar Pati, Managing
Director of the Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Corpo-
ration (TNSDC) said. “Our
board has approved this,”
he added.

These courses are tai-
lored specifically for hospi-
tal environments, focusing
on how students should in-
teract effectively with both
doctors and patients, Mr.
Pati explained. “Tamil Na-
du is a major hub for med-
ical tourism, and our nurs-
es increasingly explore
opportunities abroad as
well. So, this will help
them,” he noted.

Source: The Hindu, 29 November 2025, p. 4

This will be offered to
students from the upcom-
ing academic session,
which begins in November.
For students pursuing
Nursing and Allied Health
courses, the programme
will run for 40 hours. For
those enrolled in Physioth-
erapy and Occupational
Therapy programmes, it
will comprise 20 hours of
training.

During the interaction
Mr. Pati also highlighted a
new initiative launched by
the department - the
TNSKkill Registry, a portal
designed for employers,
industries, and students
who have undergone train-
ing under the Naan Mud-
halvan scheme.

Students can upload
their profiles on the portal,
which will be accessible to
registered employers. If an
employer is interested in a
candidate’s profile, they
can indicate it on the plat-
form. The student’s con-
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tact details will be shared
with the employer if the
student expresses interest
in the opportunity. The ad-
vantage for employers is
that the service is free of
cost and saves considera-
ble time, as all data is auto
validated.

Over 600 companies
have already registered.
Over 133 firms are from the
Capital Goods and Manu-
facturing sector.

There are employers
spread across 30 sectors
including textiles, life
sciences, power, leather,
telecom, BFSI and tourism
among others.

“It is consent based. The
link to the registry is availa-
ble on the Naan Mudhal-
van portal,” Mr. Pati said.
“What we aim to do is
bring all students trained
under Naan Mudhalvan in-
to a unified skill registry.
Currently, over 14 lakh stu-
dents are beneficiaries of
this scheme,” he added.



Engg Institutes Counter Market Lull By

Focusing On Training, Hiring Drives, Startups

City colleges
up their game

ALL IN:
Students at a
training session
at Rajalakshmi

Engineering
College

this job season

SCORE BOARD

Colleges have managed to match last

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

mid global economic uncer-

tainties and a slowdown in

hiring by IT services com-

panies, engineering colleg-

s in the city were able to

match last year’s numbers in campus

placements as of Oct 31 by tweaking
their approach.

The measures included inviting
more companies, tapping into the
alumni network, tapping startups and
companies in the neighbourhood, and
using MSMEs to train students to
solve industry problems to improve
their employability.

Anna University’s four campuses
did not witness any drop in placements
with pay of ¥201lakh a year or more, but
some city colleges
reported a 25%
dip.

First-time
recruiters
were active
aCross campuses.
Sanjay Kishan R,
acomputer science
engineering stu-
dent from the Col-
lege of Engineering,

Guindy, got placed in

RtBrick India, a net-

working-based software

company, with a pay

package of 201akh a year.

This company was visiting

Anna University for the first time. “We
are seeing more companies compared
tolast year. Top MNCs, including Ama-
zon and Apple, have visited our cam-
pus,” said Sanjay Kishan.

Sakthibala from mechanical engi-
neering at the same college was hired
by Yamaha Motors at 7.5 lakh a year.
More than 40% of his batchmates got
jobstoo. “Core engineering jobs offer job
security and steady growth even in these
uncertain times,” he said.

“Despite the delay in arrival by bulk
recruiters this year, the overall place-
ment percentage compared to last year
is higher as the global capability centres
(GCCs)and product companies hired in
good numbers this year,” said Abhay
Meganathan, vice-chairman of Rajalak-

year’s numbers as of Oct 31

CAMPUS PLACEMENT IN ENGINEERING COLLEGES THIS YEAR

Number of students placed (till Oct 31)

M This year M Last year
108
94)

575 497 500

| (W1}

Anna University Rajalakshmi

(CEG, MIT, AC Tech)  Engineering College

Despite delay in
bulk recruiting,
overall placement
percentage is
higher this year
Abhay Meganathan |

V-C, RAJALAKSHMI
GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

shmi Group of Institutions. By Oct 31,
the college saw 497 graduates hired, just
three less than last year. The college,
located near the industrial area in Than-
dalam, also received enquiries from core
engineering companies in the indus-

Source: The Times of India, 07 November 2025, p. 2

® Companies visited so far

(within bracket last year)

105
@ G

' 353

SRM Easwari
Engineering College

. 390

RMK Engineering
College

How colleges
try to overcome
the sluggish

placement
season?
Increasing the
number_of
companies

Reach out to
MSMEs in the
neirbourhood

for training
Training
students on
industry
oriented
problems and
future projects

Trying to be
innovative by
planning
exclusive
placement
sessionsn for
startups

Grapli'\‘c:‘ljeepal& Davis Thottan
trial estates for placements. “We are
closely working with them to impart
skills to students during the eighth se-
mester,” he added.

Anna University campuses invited
more than 500 companies, 100 more
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than last
year. “Big-
ger compa-
nies with ex-
pansion plans
are hiring in
good numbers, while
mid-level companies are holding back.
We are planning to reach out to more
companies in Dec,” said K Shanmuga
Sundaram, director of the Centre for
University-Industry Collaboration,
Anna University. “TCS is going to do
bulk hiring in Dec, and 1,800 UG and
PG students from our campuses have
registered for campus placement,” he
added.

The university is also planning to
conduct exclusive hiring sessions for
startups to improve job offers. “We are
planning to invite mature startups to
visit our campuses for this special
drive,” said Shanmuga Sundaram.

Colleges such as Sri Sairam Engi-
neering College in Tambaram have
tied up with Ambattur Industrial Es-
tate Manufacturers’ Association (AIE-
MA) and Tirumudivakkam Industrial
Estate Manufacturers’ Association
(TIEMA) and made it mandatory for
faculty members and students to do
internships in the MSMEs in the
neighbourhood. “MSMESs help us in
drafting the syllabus, training our stu-
dents and faculty members. This helps
our students in campus placement
interviews,” said Sai Prakash Leo
Muthu, chairman of SriSairam Engi-
neering College.

RMK Engineering College said it
had introduced domain-specific skill
training to give students an edge to
overcome the dip in conventional
campus recruitment. “For example,
computer science students will un-
dergo training in cloud computing,
cybersecurity, and full-stack develop-
ment,” said R M Kishore, vice-chair-
man of RMK Engineering College.

SRM Easwari Engineering College
got students to solve industry prob-
lems faced by GCCs and IT product
companies. “This increases their
chances of getting hired. We have tie-
ups with 73 companies in Chennai,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad,” said P
Deiva Sundari, principal of SRM Eas-
wari Engineering College.



Education

Over 70,000 admitted
under RTE Actin T.N.
this academic year

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A total of 70,449 students
have been admitted to va-
rious schools in the State
under the Right to Educa-
tion Act for the current
academic year, according
to the School Education
Department.

A total of 28,077 stu-
dents were admitted to
the lower kindergarten
class in 4,070 nursery and
primary schools, while
five were admitted to Class
[ in four schools in the
same category.

“In matriculation
schools, 42,273 students
were admitted to LKG in
3,647 schools, while 94
were admitted to Class I in
17 schools across the

State,” said B. Chandra
Mohan, Secretary of the
School Education Depart-
ment.

Marginal decrease
Over 81,000 applications
were received for RTE ad-
missions in the final
phase. A total of 81,927
students applied for LKG
and 89 students for Class [
under the RTE Act. This is
a marginal decrease from
last year, when 71,306 stu-
dents were admitted to
LKG and 92 were admitted
to Class I in 7,609 schools.
Under the RTE Act, 25%
of the seats in entry-level
classes including LKG and
Class I in private schools
must be reserved for stu-
dents from marginalised
sections of society.

Source: The Hindu, 03 November 2025, p. 6

Class I-I1I to get new syllabus;
focus on arts, sports, life skills

ROADMAP FOR SYLLABUS REVISION

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Integrating arts in-
to science, technology, engine-
ering, and maths (STEM) edu-
cation, sports, life skills, and
value-based education will get
priority in the new curricu-
lum. State govt plans to intro-
ducearevised curriculumand
syllabus for Classes I to III for
2026-27. Tamil Nadu will relea-
se the draft new curriculum
for Classes I to XII in Dec, after
which, it plans to hold stake-
holders’ meetings across the
state until March next year.
“In the first phase, the syl-
labus will be revised for Clas-
ses Ito IIT in 2026-27. Then syl-
labus revision will be carried
out for Classes IV to X, and XI,
XIIin a phased manner,” scho-
ol education minister Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi said. He
headed the first meeting of the
expert committee for curricu-
lum revision on Monday. The
meeting wenton for more than
five hours, in which all mem-
bers, including Isro chairman
V Narayanan, cricketer R Ash-
win, IMSc former professor R
Ramanujam, gave feedback.
“Experts suggest more

> The curriculum and syllabus
revision will be based on
State Education Policy

» The syllabus for
Classes I to 1l will be
revised from 2026-27 based on
new curriculum

> For other Classes, the syllabus

revision will be carried outina
phased manner

> TN to release draft
curriculum framework for
Classes | to Xll in Dec

» The curriculum committee will
seek feedback from
stakeholders till March next year

practical components and pro-
ject-based learning to give con-
cept clarity to students, along

with teachinglife skills and gi-

ving more importance to phy-
sical activity,” said Poyyamoz-
hi. “Arts, sports, life skills, and
value education will be made
mainstream in the new curri-
culum,” school education se-
cretary BChandra Mohan told
TOI. A detailed analysis of the
curriculum of various boards
— including CBSE, IB, and
other state boards, and best
practices of other countries,
including Singapore — has be-
encarried out. “Afterthe study;
SCERT formed a draft fram-
ework which was discussed in
the meeting. This will help the
committee start their workim-

mediately,” he added.

“We discussed moderni-
zing the subjects so education
is not considered a burden by
children. We want to introdu-
cenew coursessuchasartifici-
al intelligence and robotics in
simple language,” professor
Sultan Ahmed Ismail, chair-
man of the curriculum design
committee, told TOL. V Naray-
anansaid the curriculumrevi-
sionshould beaimedatdevelo-
ping the children holistically
inallareas.

Earlier, finance secretary
T Udhayachandran, who hel-
med the previous curriculum
revision for the state board in
2017-18, explained challenges
faced during the previous ex-
ercise and the existing gaps.

Source: The Times of India, 25 November 2025, p. 4

Al tool to offer career
cuidance to students

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
school education department
isplanning to develop an artifi-
cial intelligence-based app to
provide career guidance for
school students studying in
Classes IX to XII. This app will
recommend courses for stu-
dents based on their academic
performance and interests.

“It will analyse their past
performance and give options
for courses and colleges. If a
student is interested in pursu-
ingadifferent course, he or she
will receive more options in
their area of interest,” school
education secretary B Chand-
raMohan said. Thisapp will be
integrated with the educatio-
nal management information
system (EMIS).

“It will help students make
informed choices for higher
studies and different career

paths,” he added. This app will
be introduced from the next
academic year (2026-27).

The Tamil Nadu school
education department integ-
rated career guidance into the
school curriculum in 2022 to
improve the gross enrolment
ratio in higher education. The
govt and aided schools now gu-
ide students based on career
guidance assessment tests
conducted at high-tech labs.

Each school has a trained
teacher to provide career gui-
dance to students. The govt al-
so introduced a separate book
for career guidance. As part of
providing exposure, more
than 1lakh students are being
taken to colleges and universi-
ties this year.

The subject-wise textbooks
for higher secondary students
include details about top edu-
cational institutions in that
particular stream.

Source: The Times of India, 24 November 2025, p. 4
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[nitiative launched to
strengthen digital
and STEM education

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Samsung, in partnership
with the United Nations
Global Compact Network
India (UN GCNI), has
launched ‘DigiArivu - Em-
powering Students
Through Tech’, an initia-
tive to strengthen digital
and STEM education in se-
lect government schools in
Tamil Nadu.

Through this initiative,
the electronics giant offers
to upgrade infrastructure
in 10 government schools
in Kancheepuram and Ra-
nipet districts to enable
STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, Mathe-
matics) and digital learn-
ing. The company also

plans to train teachers and
support holistic student
development. A press re-
lease stated that the com-
pany would provide sports
kit to students, set up li-
braries with Tamil, En-
glish, and competitive ex-
amination books, offer
career guidance to Class
XII students, and organise
health awareness camps.
Over 3,000 students are
expected to be benefitted
from the programme.

The initiative  was
launched in Chennai on
Wednesday by School Edu-
cation Minister, Anbil Ma-
hesh Poyyamozhi, in the
presence of S.H. Yoon, Pre-
sident, Samsung Chennai

Plant, and Ratnesh Jha, Ex-

ecutive Director, UN GCNI.

Buildings for tribal
welfare schools being
built at X125 cr:: Govt.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Buildings are being con-
structed in Adi Dravidar
tribal welfare schools
across the State at a total
cost of %125 crore, the Ta-
mil Nadu government said
on Tuesday. Over 730 new
classrooms have already
been constructed in about
150 such chools, it said.

An official release, list-
ing the welfare pro-
grammes being imple-
mented for the welfare of
the Adi Dravidar and tribal
communities, was released
by the State government
on Tuesday.

According to the re-
lease, CCTV cameras and
an electronic biometric at-
tendance system have

been installed in about 300
such schools. About 65
classrooms and 39 labs
have been constructed in
39 residential schools for
tribal communities. A total
of eight government
schools for tribal commun-
ities, located in hilly areas,
have been upgraded, and
six such higher secondary
schools have been upgrad-
ed as model schools, it
said.

Total assistance under
the Annal Ambedkar Over-
seas Higher Education
Scheme has been in-
creased from 5.31 crore in
202122 to 65 crore in
2025-26. Assistance for
postgraduate and research
programmes are provided
up to 336 lakh per student
per annum.

Source: The Hindu, 19 November 2025, p. 2

Source: The Hindu, 20 November 2025, p. 3

Government to establish 13 new
primary schools in 10 districts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A total of 10 districts in Ta-
mil Nadu will get 13 new go-
vernment primary schools,
while four government
primary schools will be up-
graded to middle schools.
According to a Govern-
ment Order issued by the

School Education Depart-
Source: The Hindu, 07 November 2025, p. 5

ment, the schools will be
established in Vellore, Tiru-
vannamalai,  Tirupattur,
Madurai, Virudhunagar,
Kancheepuram and Naga-
pattinam districts, among
others, while four primary
schools in Vellore, Villupu-
ram, and Nagapattinam dis-
tricts will be upgraded.

The order follows the an-
nouncement of the crea-

tion of primary schools by
School Education Minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
in the Legislative Assembly
during grant requests.

The G.0. added that 39
teacher posts had been
created at the newly esta-
blished schools, and direct-
ed that necessary infras-
tructure be made available
there.
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Norms eased for schools near National and State highways

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

The State government has
relaxed norms to allow
schools to have direct
openings to the National or
State Highways provided
there was a service road for

these highways.

New rules

Earlier, as per the Tamil
Nadu Combined Develop-
ment and Building Rules,
2019, schools were not to
have openings direct to the
National or State High-

Source: The Hindu, 25 November 2025, p. 4

ways. As per the fresh
clause, in case of site abut-
ting National or State High-
ways without a service
road, a 7 metres service
road shall be provided
along the entire frontage of
the site in the applicant’s
land, which can be con-

structed and maintained
by the applicant. A com-
pound wall was to be con-
structed after leaving the
service road and the width
of the entry or exit gates
was to be not less than 9
metres and not more than
12 metres. The number of

TN to upgrade 44 govt polytechnic
colleges in partnership with Tata Tech

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Directorate of
Technical Education (DOTE)
signed amemorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with Tata
Technologies Ltd to upgrade
44 govt polytechnic colleges
as centres of excellence with
modern lab facilities at the
cost of 22,590 crore.

The MoU was exchanged
infrontof chief minister MK
Stalin by officials from DOTE
and Tata on Thursday.

These polytechnic colle-
ges will be upgraded in the
public-private  partnership
(PPP) model. Some of the
centres will specialize in new
areas, including industrial
robotics, advanced manufac-
turing, fabrication, IoT, and
battery electric vehicles,

These polytechnic colleges will be upgraded in the
public-private partnership model. Some of the cent-
res will specialize in new areas, including industrial
robotics, advanced manufacturing, fabrication, loT,
and battery electric vehicles, among others

among others. “This MoU
aims to create the new curri-
culum, modernize infrast-
ructure, upskillteachers, and
increase employability of
students,” a release from the
higher education depart-
ment said.

“These labs are manufac-
turing-related. Polytechnic
colleges that offer generic co-
urses, including computer
science, electrical, electro-
nics, and mechanical, will be
covered in this scheme,” said

Source: The Times of India, 21 November 2025, p. 2

JInnocentDivya, commissio-
ner, DOTE.

These polytechnic colle-
ges will offer five new cour-
ses, including diplomas in
smart manufacturing, in-
dustrial IoT, robotics and au-
tomation, and advanced ma-
nufacturing. They will also
offer 22 short-term courses.
“This facility will help our
students to train in the rele-
vant technologies in which
they are going to work after
passing out from polytechnic

colleges. Industry also can
upskill their workforce using
these centres of excellence,”
sheadded.

Polytechnic colleges that
offer industry-relevant cour-
ses such as leather and texti-
les will also have industry-re-
levant upgrades soon. Stalin
also inaugurated new buil-
dings for arts and science col-
leges built at the cost of ¥59
crore and gave away appoint-
ment orders to 213 persons,
including 190 assistant pro-
fessors at Anna University’s
constituent colleges. Higher
education minister Govi
Chezhian, chief secretary N
Muruganandam, higher edu-
cation secretary P Shankar,
Tata Technologies Ltd execu-
tive vice-president Shailesh
Saraph were present.

gates shall be restricted to
a maximum of two, one of
the fresh provisions said. A
guard rail of 1 metre in
height shall be provided
over the median separat-
ing the main highway and
service road by the appli-
cant at own cost.

Anna library science park ignites spark of discovery in kids

TOI

R.Saivenkatesh

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Two eight-year-old
boys pedal stationary bikes
hooked to a slot car set. Each
push sends a tiny car on the
miniature track ahead. The
faster they pedalled, the fas-
ter the cars moved, making
for an exciting race. Here, not
only are the kids moving and
havingfunbutalsolearninga
lesson on how mechanical
energy generated by pedal-
ling is converted into electri-
cal energy, which in turn po-
wers the slotcars.

This slot car track is just
one of the many equipment

available at Anna Centenary
Library’s Children’s Science
Park. Set up at a cost of ¥80.24
lakh, following an announce-
ment in the 2024-25 education
department’s budget, offici-
alssaid the ‘park’aimedat in-
voking an interest in science
among students. The experi-
mental learning equipment
and games help students vi-
sualize the impact of earth-
quakes, comprehend land-
forms, learn about electro-
magnetic waves while having
fun. “The lab will help stu-
dents learn about scientific
concepts through experienti-
al learning. It will also help
students understand con-

cepts better,” school educa-
tion secretary B Chandramo-
hansaid.

Within minutes after
school education minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
inaugurated the park on Wed-
nesday, children started
crowding around the equip-
ment. ThereareZ2l interactive
devices, among which 10 are
integrated STEM devices
that provide combined lear-
ning in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics. Thereare eight
devices for physics. One equ-
ipment for instance, was re-
flex testing game, where stu-
dents stand on an elevated

Source: The Times of India, 20 November 2025, p. 2
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platform and react to blin-
king signals — a contest that
tests their ability and reflex.
The ‘Bionic blooms’ which
have buds attached to a plat-
form, changed shape upon de-
tecting a wave motion. There
was a spinning wheel for con-
cepts on optical illusion and
an‘anatodyne’—an interacti-
ve visual panel that lets stu-
dents study the human body:

“The idea is to make lear-
ning fun. About 500-700 kids
visit the children’s sections
every weekend. Many of
them canavailof thisfacility
and learn a thing or two,” sa-
id ACL chief librarian S Ka-
matchi.

LEARNING MADE FUN: Schoolbo
car racing at Anna Centenary Library’s Children’s Science Park

ys take part in pedal-powered slot



Self-financing medical colleges in
TN to get more PG seats for 2025

Pushpa.Narayan@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Self-financing medical
colleges in the state have been
granted a total of 418 additional
postgraduate seats in courses in-
cluding anaesthesiology, general
medicine, paediatrics, general
surgery, dermatology, radio-diag-
nosis, orthopaedics, and ENT by
the national medical commission
(NMC), amidst the ongoing admis-
sion sessions.

With this, the PG seats in priva-
te institutions will increase to ne-
arly 1,500. Earlier, the apex body
granted permission for 58 seats in
govt medical colleges, taking the
tally of new seats so far in 2025 to
476. Across India, the commission
has approved 4,201 PG seats.

On Friday, NMC issued a pub-
lic notice listing the additional se-
ats it granted for 2025 admissions.

“The LOPs (letter of permis-

sion) for newly sanctioned or in-
creased PG seats for 2025-26 are in
the process of being issued. The
counselling authorities need not
wait for the LOPs from institu-
tions to include them in the coun-
selling process. The list uploaded
on the website shall be considered
a valid document for the counsel-
ling process,” stated a letter from
NMC’s medical assessment and
rating board president Dr M K
Ramesh.

The state selection committee,
which admits students to state qu-
ota seats, service candidates, and
all seats in self-financing colleges,
said it will not be able to add these
seats without the LOPs.

“The university accreditation
for these seats comes only when
theseseats are approved after they
receive the LOPs. As a policy, we
won’t add them to the seat matrix
without university affiliation,”

said a senior health department
official.

The committee has completed
round one of counselling and is
hopeful of adding the new seats in
the second round. “Students who
join round one of counselling will
be allowed to upgrade and move to
courses or colleges of their choi-
ce,” the official added.

Meanwhile, the number of ser-
vice candidates applying for ad-
mission continuestoremainlow. *
In the first round, only 519 candi-
dates were allotted seats. Some
students may not take seats allot-
tedtothem and morethan100seats
are not allotted,” an official said.
These seats will be added to the se-
at matrix in round two along with
newly approved seats.

“We expect some of these seats
to be moved to the general pool in
the third round,” the official ad-
ded.

Source: The Times of India, 30 November 2025, p. 4

155 candidates from TN clear UPSC Mains exam

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR @ Chennai

A total of 155 candidates from
Tamil Nadu have cleared the Un-
ion Public Service Commission
{UPSC) Civil Services Mains Ex-
amination this year, an increase
over the 136 candidates who
cleared the exam last year.
Officials say about 657 candi-
dates from the state appeared
for the Mains this year Under
the state’s Naan Mudhalvan
Scheme, those who clear the ex-
amination will receive a one-
time stipend of ¥25,000. Of the
155 who gualified, 87 had un-
dergone residential coaching at

the state-run All India Civil
Services Coaching Centre (AIC-
SCC), the figure rising from 48
last yvear.

“Around 400 of the 657 aspir-
ants had applied for residential
coaching at AICSCC, though
we initially had only 225 seats.
The government acted
quickly to accommodate
all willing students so they
could receive proper coaching.
This benefitted economically
disadvantaged students and 320
received coaching at the cen-
tre,” said T Sankara Saravanan,
principal of AICSCC.

Last vear, around 57 candi-

Source: The New Indian Express, 13 November 2025, p. 4
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dates from the state were select-
ed for the civil services. Those
who clear the Mains will re-

ceive a one-time assistance of

- 7= ¥50,000 to attend the inter-
1. f  viewround.
; Since 2023, the Tamil
— & Nadu Skill Development Cor-

poration (TNSDC) along with

AICSCC also holds an annual
test to select around 1,000 aspir-
ants, who each receive a month-
ly stipend of 7,500 for 10
months under the Naan Mud-
halvan scheme to prepare for
the prelims. Based on this, can-
didates are also admitted for
coaching at AICSCC.



Polytechnic grads to be made language-ready for Germany & Japan

BINITA JAISWAL @Chennai

WITH an aim to boost overseas
employability, the Directorate
of Technical Education (DoTE)
will soon introduce foreign lan-
guage training, including Ger-
man and Japanese, for students
in government polytechnic
colleges.

DoTE commissioner J Inno-
centDivya said they are in talks
with appropriate agencies to fa-
cilitate the training. “We have
received a positive response
from the Japan consulate and
things are sorted. However, the
training charges for German
language is bit costly we are
working on it,"said Divya.

DoTE officials said the state
government has been receiving
interest from various German
companies for hiring skilled
manpower from polytechnic
colleges. Recently, Germany's

Q

We have received a positive
response from the Japan
consulate and things are

sorted. However, the training
charges for German
language is bit costly, we are
working on it

JInnocent Divya,
DoTE commissioner

Free state of Saxony had also
expressed interest to sign a
memorandum of understand-
ing with the state government
to create a skilled talent pool.
The move comes at a time
when 44 government-run poly-
technics are being upgraded
into centres of excellence
(CoEs) in collaboration with
Tata Technologies. Officialssay

that the addition of interna-
tional language skills, on top of
industry-ready labs, will signif-
icantly widen global job oppor-
tunities and attract more stu-
dents to diploma programmes.

The project involves a mas-
sive investment of 2,430 crore,
with the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment contributing ¥430 crore
and Tata Technologies invest-
ing nearly ¥2,000 crore.

DoTE officials said the up-
graded polytechnics will house
advanced laboratories to train
students in Industry 5.0 tech-
nologies. These include auto-
mation and robotics labs, EV
and battery-technology centres,
CNC and precision-manufac-
turing workshops, Internet of
Things (1oT) and sensor labs,
additive manufacturing facili-
ties, CAD/CAM design suites,
and metrology and testing cen-
tres. Faculty will also undergo

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 November 2025, p. 6

intensive upskilling to align
teaching with emerging indus-
trial standards. Officials say
language training will comple-
ment this technical exposure.
Divya said many
overseas employers -
are interested in
hiring skilled
manpower espe-
cially in manufac-
turing, automotive, me-
chatronics and electronics
sectors. By integratinglan- ”
guagelearning into the |
diploma curriculum,
we hope to make
polytechnic
graduates
more compet-
itive global- |
1y She said
the lan-
guage
training
will be im-

parted from the next academic
year

N The timing of the initia-
tive is significant. After
1 years of declining interest,
’I admission in government

/

polytechnic institutes
have improved substan-
™ tially this year, with
more than 90% of the
P seats filled. Academi-
cians believe that the
& promise of global oppor-
\ tunities, combined with
hands-on training in mod-
ern labs will draw even
/ more students to the di-
ploma pathway in the com-

£ ing years.
“If students start getting
better job placements with at-
tractive pay packages globally, it
will definitely boost the morale
of polytechnic students,”said §
Viswanathan, faculty at a poly-

EXPRESS !
ILLATRATON  technic college.

0,672 more smart classrooms to be
set up in govt schools across state

R.Saivenkatesh
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Nearly 90% of the
govt schools in Tamil Nadu
will get tech-savvy in the co-
ming year. The school educa-
tion department will set up
smart classrooms and hi-tech
labs in more than 6,000 of its
schools across the state by
2026-27.

Of the 37,626 govt schools
in the state, 30,774 are equip-
ped with smart classrooms
and hi-tech labs.

Now;, tenders have been flo-
ated by the TN Textbook and
Educational Services Corpo-
ration (TNTESC) to set up
6,672 smart classrooms in
5.322schoolsatacostof F127.57
crore and 2,236 labs in 2,232
schools at a cost of #159.06 cro-
re. “This will ensure a seam-
lessintegrationof digitallear-
ning tools and assessments,”
said school education secreta-
ry B Chandramohan.

HI-TECH: The digitalization will help schools integrate learning tools

The smart classrooms wo-
uld have boards with interac-
tive display panels, a desktop
PC with preloaded Windows 11
operating system, external
speakers and mics,a UPS with
batteries, a LAN switch, web
and IP cameras, according to
the tenders.

The hi-tech labs, once es-

Source: The Times of India, 06 November 2025, p. 3

tablished, will be integrated
with the existing command
and control centre at the State
Project Directorate, Samagra
Shiksha. Additional infrast-
ructure would be set up at the
centre to integrate these labs.
Further, 2,232 qualified admi-
nistrators-cum-instructors

would be deployed in each of
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The hi-tech labs
will be integrated
with the existing
command and
control centre at
the State Project
Directorate,
Samagra Shiksha

these labs for operation and
maintenance. The contrac-
tors are expected to supply, in-
stall, test, and maintain these
classrooms for five years.

Recently, the govt laun-
ched monthly ‘“future-ready’
assessments (sets of 10-12 qu-
estions each), which would be
released online.

“Hi-tech labs are essential
to help students practise for
these tests. It is time-consu-
ming for the teachers to take
printouts of every assess-
ment,” said S Nakeeran, head-
master, Kovalam Govt Higher
Secondary School.



Draft syllabus for schools will be out

in Dec: Min after expert panel meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE high-level expert commit-
tee, headed by School Educa-
tion Minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyvyvamozhi, for med to revamp
the school education curricu-
lum held its first meeting on
Monday.

Speaking after the meeting,
the minister said the curriculum
overhaul would be carried out in
phases, with a few new schemes
to be introduced for Classes 1 to
3from the next academic vear A
draft curriculum will bereleased
in December after consultations
with various stakeholders,
though it is to be decided for
which classes, he added.

While the department had ear-
lier said the revamped curricu-
lum would be implemented in
the 2027-28 academic vear, the
minister has now indi-
cated that certain new
initiatives will be rolled
out for elementary class-
es starting next vear. He
said the redesigned cur-
riculum would focus on
the holistic development
of children over the next
decade. “We have creat-
ed aroadmap till March
2026. We will go step by step, first
covering classes 1 to 3, thenclass-
es 4 to 10, and finally classes 11
and 12, rather than revamping
evervthing at once,” he said.

The minister said the depart-
ment had provided details of
current schemes tostakeholders
s0 they could offer suggestions
for improving them.
The committee also
discussed several key
areas, including mak-
ing assessments and
evaluation more ho-
listic, strengthening
foundational literacy
and numeracy, ad-
dressing learning
losses caused by Cov-
id-19, integration of subjects,
training of teachers and incor-
porating moral instruction and
physical activity into the cur-
riculum, headded.

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 November 2025, p. 5

Madras univ to use corpus fund to clear benefit dues

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennai

IN a decisive move driven by
mounting judicial pressure, the
syndicate of the University of
Madras on Friday approved the
use of its corpus fund along
with a fresh 20-crore govern-
ment grant to clear terminal
benefits pending for nearly a
decade. The dues, amounting to
T95.44 crore, pertain to 465 pen-
sioners and family pensioners
for the period from April 2015
to September 2025. As per the
financial plan cleared at the
syndicate meeting, $45.6 crore
will be drawn from two ma-
tured fixed deposits (¥10 crore
and $35.6 crore) in the corpus
fund.

In addition, ¥20 crore re-
leased by the higher education
department will be used to
clear the backlog of retirement
benefits. A combined pool of
Z65.6 crore will be used to settle
¥50.8 crore towards pension
components such as DCRG
(death-cum-retirement gratui-
tv) and EL/UEL encashment.

The remaining liability of
¥38.31 crore in commutation ar-
rears will be covered using
through subsequent FD matu-
rities in the coming months.
The Vice-Chancellor's Conven-
or Committee has been author-
ised to execute the phase-wise
disbursal. The syndicate also
ratified an earlier disburse-
ment of 6.32 crore in pension
and family pension arrears to
184 beneficiaries, paid using
Non-Plan and Institute of Dis-
tance Education funds.

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 November 2025, p. 2

The decision comes in the
wake of a recent Madras High
Court order directing the state
finance secretary to appear in
person on December 5 to ex-
plain steps taken to clear the
arrears. “Apart from using the
corpus fund, we had no option,
as arranging ¥95 crore immedi-
ately from state funds is not
possible. However, it was also
decided that the corpus fund
will be replenished” said a syn-
dicate member.

However, the decision has
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not gone unchallenged. A sec-
tion of faculty members ex-
pressed strong reservations
about dipping into the corpus
fund, arguing that it under-
mines the institution’s long-
term financial stahility They
fear that repeated withdrawals
could weaken the university's
capital base, affecting future re-
search commitments, infra-
structure projects and it's abil-
ity to leverage interest earnings
for routine operations.

The university has a corpus
fund of #300 crore. “Corpus
fund is the only asset left with
the university, which has been
facing financial crisis for over
adecadenow. In all these vears,
it remained untouched, then
why using it now, to save face of
the finance secretary in court?”
said another syndicate mem-
ber. Some faculty representa-
tives have also questioned why
the government has not fully
absorbed the financial burden,
given that the arrears stemmed
from long-pending approvals
and delaved audits.



Stalinannounces training school to
promote traditional folk art forms

Govt will allocate land in Thiruparankundram taluk of Madurai for the institute, says CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

CHIEF minister MK Stalin on
Friday announced that the gov-
ernment would allocate land to
establish a training school to
promote traditional folk art
forms in Valayvangulam village
in Thiruparankundram taluk
of Madurai. Addressing the
third convocation of the Tamil
Nadu Dr J Javalalithaa Music
and Fine Arts University in
Chennai, the CM said the deci-
sion was taken after consider-
ing a request from Parai artiste
R Velmurugan.

At the ceremony, honorary
doctorates were conferred on
artiste Chandru and actor Siva-
kumar. Stalin, who is the chan-
cellor of the university, also
unveiled a series of academic
and institutional initiatives

Chief Minister MK Stalin during the convocation of Tamil Nadu Dr J Jayalalithaa

WMusic and Fine Arts University in Chennai on Friday | iawanas

aimed at strengthening music
and fine arts education in the
state. He announced a new PG
programme in Fine Arts, to be
launched from the 2026-27 aca-
demic year to help students en-

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 November 2025, p. 2

hance their artistic skills and
improve their earning poten-
tial. He further announced that
the annual financial assistance
to the university will be in-
creased from %3 crore to 5
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crore. The Naan Mudhalvan
skill development programme
would be expanded to cover
music and fine arts students,
equipping them with spoken
English and digital literacy to
meet emerging professional de-
mands, the CM said.

Addressing concerns about
the rise of Artificial Intelli-
gence in creative fields, he reas-
sured students that technology
could not overshadow human
imagination. “Technology may
generate portraits or compose
tunes, but it cannot surpass hu-
man thought. We must use itto
our advantage,” he said.

Stalin said his government
has not diseriminated against
the university despite its asso-
ciation with former Chief Min-
ister Jayalalithaa and the insti-
tution has seen continued
development since 2021.



Health

Paediatric emergency care initiative in district, taluk
hospitals improves child survival rates in the State

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

By setting up specialised
centres for paediatric
emergency care, Tamil Na-
du has significantly im-
proved child survival rates
in recent years. The State’s
Paediatric  Resuscitation
and Emergency Medicine
(PREM) initiative  has
strengthened  paediatric
emergency care in govern-
ment secondary care insti-
tutions — district head-
quarters hospitals and
taluk hospitals — through
dedicated protocols and
appropriate infrastructure.
PREM is one of the six
pillars of the Tamil Nadu
Accident and Emergency
Care Initiative (TAEI).
There are 116 PREM
centres across government
tertiary and secondary
care institutions — 41 Direc-
torate of Medical Educa-
tion and Research institu-
tions (36 medical colleges
and five allied institutions)
and 75 Directorate of Medi-
cal and Rural Health Ser-
vices institutions (district
headquarters and taluk
hospitals), said M. Vijaya-
kumar, Deputy Director-
Team Lead, TAEI Commis-
sionerate, Tamil Nadu
Health Systems Project.

Significant strides

The PREM (Paediatric Resuscitation and Emergency
Medicine) initiative of the National Health Mission,

Tamil Nadu, and the Tamil Nadu Health Systems Project,
has strengthened paediatric emergency care by putting
in place protocols, required infrastructure, equipment,

drugs, and trained personnel.

State’s performance in Paediatric Resuscitation and

Emergency Medicine

Total . Referred t Survival
=t adm?stsions W T 32 higif:rcentr.;s s rate
fgii[gllﬁt] 80,907 | 76329 3,894 684 | 9434
2024 61,494 50,197 | 2,108 189 | 96.26
2023 49,282 46,863 2,212 207 | 95.09
2022 27,427 25,899 ‘ 1,379 149 94.43
2021 21,586 20,169 1,253 164 | 93.44

Top five emergencies treated
at PREM centres from
January to August 2025

Pneumonia/bronchiolitis:
4,038 cases

Diarrhoea, dehydration: 2,275
Asthma: 2,205

Sepsis: 2,011

Toxin: 1,854

SOURCE: PAEDIATRIC RESUSCITATION AND EMERGENCY MEDICINE, TAMIL NADU ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY CARE INITIATIVE.

Data shows a steady rise
in survival rates among
children treated at PREM
centres — from 93.44% in
2021 to 96.26% in 2024. In
the current year (up to Au-
gust 2025), the survival
rate is 94.34%.

Admissions have also
surged sharply, rising from
21,586 in 2021 to 80,907
this year.

The concept was built
on a model formulated by
the Institute of Child
Health (ICH) and Hospital
for Children in Egmore,
said Indumathy Santha-
nam, Project Coordinator,

Source: The Hindu, 17 November 2025, p. 4

Regional Collaborative
Center, PREM Skills Labo-
ratory, ICH, Madras Medi-
cal College.

‘Guidelines developed’

“The Paediatric Emergen-
cy Medical Course was
started at ICH. We deve-
loped guidelines to treat
paediatric  emergencies.
This included training
postgraduates to conduct a
60-second analysis of sick
children, and make inde-
pendent decisions. These
efforts reduced hospital
mortality. The lessons
learned formed the basis

for PREM guidelines, and
units were launched at 28
hospitals (22 district head-
quarters and six sub-dis-
trict headquarters hospi-
tals) in 2017, she said.

This was pioneered by
the National Health Mis-
sion, Tamil Nadu, as a stra-
tegy to reduce post-neona-
tal under-five mortality.

PREM has saved the
lives of numerous children
brought in critical condi-
tion.

“Earlier, it used to be a
‘scoop-and-run’ approach,
as paediatric emergency
services were unavailable

in taluk and sub-district
hospitals. A large number
of children were taken to
these secondary care hos-
pitals, and quickly referred
to tertiary care centres.
This changed in 2017,
when PREM units were
first established in secon-
dary care hospitals, and la-
ter revived post-COVID. We
developed two books for
PREM, which include diag-
nosis and treatment proto-
cols for common paedia-
tric emergencies such as
asthma, sepsis, dengue,
snake bites and foreign bo-
dy ingestion,” Dr. Indu-
mathy said.

SOPs for PREM centres
A major highlight is Stan-
dard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for PREM centres.
“PREM has put in place un-
iform standards for han-
dling paediatric emergen-
cies. It has a trained team,
equipment, and drugs es-
sential for emergency re-
suscitation. We are able to
provide immediate care
during the golden hour,”
Dr. Vijayakumar added.

Dr. Indumathy cited a
recent example. The EM
team at Government Head-
quarters Hospital, Kan-
cheepuram, received a
two-year-old child from
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Ranipet, who suffered a
left temporoparietal injury
after a television fell on her
head.

Doctors stabilised her,
initiated treatment to re-
duce cerebral edema, and
performed CT brain and
CT facial bones with 3D re-
construction.  Subdural
haematoma and subarach-
noid haemorrhage were
established. She was intu-
bated in anticipation of de-
clining sensorium, and re-
ferred to an ICH in a 108
ambulance. She was treat-
ed and discharged.

“Early resuscitation at
the PREM unit in a secon-
dary care hospital, prior to
referral, ensured neurolog-
ically intact survival. Pre-
viously, shifts without re-
suscitation resulted in
morbidity and mortality,”
she said.

“The brain is still in the
developing stage for chil-
dren. Delayed resuscita-
tion can cause permanent
damage. PREM units have
reduced the burden on in-
tensive care units across
Tamil Nadu,” she added.

Hundreds of doctors
and nurses are trained at
the PREM skills lab esta-
blished at ICH under the
Tamil Nadu Innovative In-
itiative Fund in 2019.




State to screen women for
NCDs through mobile units

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The state has launched
screening for non-communicable di-
seases, including cancer, for women
usingmobile medical units from ear-
1y next week. Each of these vehicles
will have a staff nurse, a radiograp-
her; and a multi-purpose health wor-
ker, who will coordinate with the
labs and doctors before returning
test reports to patients in less than a
day. The 10-minute screening will
start with counselling, recording of
patient history, blood tests,and ECG.

“The screening facility will be pi-
loted in Kancheepuram from early
next week. Eachdistrict will soon ha-
ve one vehicle for the programme,”
said health minister Ma Subramani-
an. “Besides cancer screening, tests
will be done for diabetes, hyperten-
sion, cholesterol, heart, liver, and
kidney diseases among women aged
30andabove,” hesaid. The Tamil Na-
du Cancer Registry Project estima-
ted 1,00,097 cancer cases in 2025 ba-
sed on a long-term analysis of can-
cer incidence across the state. The
projection is 30% higher than the
2021 incidence — the latest available
data — when the state recorded
76,968 new cases: 43,163 women and
33,805 men.

Chief minister MK Stalin on
Thursday inspected the vehicle, pur-
chased under the Women’s Wellness
on Wheels programmeand equipped

with mammograms and Al-enabled
ECG.

At the staterun Arignar Anna
Memorial Cancer Hospital and Rese-
arch Institute, less than 5% of the pa-
tients admitted are in precancerous
or stage1. More than50% are diagno-
sed in stage three or four, when the
disease has advanced locally or spre-
ad to other organs. “Survival rates
for some cancers are less

than 30% because of delay-
ed medical intervention,”
said Dr S Saravanan, who
heads the Arignar Anna
Cancer Hospital in Kan-
cheepuram.

The state wing of the
National Health Mission
attempted to increase the
diagnosis and screening.
Health workers counselled

women, handed over
pamphlets, and asked them to come
for screening at the nearest health
centre. Radiation oncologist Dr Jay-
ashree J, who is the state nodal offi-
cer for cancer care at National He-
alth Mission said, “At least 60% of
women did not turn up. Feedback
surveys showed several reasons, in-
cluding stigma, fear of screening,
and loss of aday’s work.”

While the screening programme
through invitation will continue, the
state decided to take high-end scree-
ningservices to people’shomes thro-
ugh mobile units.

Source: The Times of India, 14 November 2025, p. 2

Chief Minister M K Stalin inspecting the mobile medical units along with Health

State sees 5.25 lakh dog
bite cases and 28 rabies
deaths so far this year

In view of the rise in cases of dog bites — from 4.8 lakh last year — the Director of Public Health

and Preventive Medicine says the issue has to be tackled with inter-departmental coordination

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

amil Nadu has al-
T ready  recorded
5.25 lakh dog bite

cases this year, compared
to 4.8 lakh last year, indi-
cating an approximate 9%
increase. The number of
rabies deaths stood at 43
last year and 28 so far this
year, according to the
State’s Directorate of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine.

‘The number of dog bites
has increased this year, ac-
cording to A. Somasunda-
ram, Director of Public
Health and Preventive
Medicine. He said the issue
required inter-departmen-
tal coordination.

“The Health Depart-
ment focuses on Anti-Ra-
bies Vaccination (ARV),
proper wound cleaning,
ensuring availability of
ARV and Rabies Immuno-
globulin (RIG), and treat-
ments. We are taking steps
to ensure that those who
suffer dog bites complete
the four-dose ARV sche-
dule. We are ensuring this
through vigorous review of
patient registrations and
call for action against staff
who fail to follow up”

He stressed the need for
awareness on ARV. “Some
assume that bites from
pets or familiar dogs are
harmless, and skip the vac-
cination. This is risky. One
must get vaccinated irres-
pective of whether the bite
is from a pet or a stray.”

Suresh Kumar, senior

| e,
.. \
Rising )
- concern

With dog bite cases continuing
torise in Tamil Nadu in 2025,
public health experts and
doctors are highlighting a
number of crucial measures
to prevent rabies and improve
patient care,

ee

We are taking steps to
ensure that those who
suffer dog bites
complete the four-dose
ARV schedule
A.SOMASUNDARAM

Director of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine

consultant, Infectious Dis-
eases, Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai, said dog bites re-
mained a significant chal-
lenge. “The number of
stray dogs has increased,
and we need to evaluate
whether sterilisation stra-
tegies are effectively ad-
dressing the issue. Public
awareness about getting
vaccinated after a dog bite
has improved, but know-
ledge about RIG remains
low. Previously, even phys-
icians had limited aware-
ness that category III bites
require RIG, though this

= Get = Need for
vaccinated awareness,
irrespective | including among
of whether healthcare

the biteis
from a pet or

immunoglobulin
astray dog

has improved over time.
Many still assume RIG is
unnecessary. It is impor-
tant to remember that vac-
cines take at least 15 days to
produce antibodies against
the virus,” he said.

Sudharshini S., asso-
ciate professor, Institute of
Community Medicine, Ma-
dras Medical College, said:
“We conducted a study on
compliance with ARV in
Coimbatore and found it to
be low. A lot of persons do
not complete the dose.
ARV must be taken on days
0, 3, 7, and 28 of the bite.
We found that the com-
pliance gradually dips, and
very few turn up for the
last dose”

She added that animal
bites were categorised
based on their severity.
“Category III bites (single
or multiple transdermal
bites or scratches, licks on
broken skin), along with
mild bleeding, require RIG,
but many, including

Source: The Hindu, 18 November 2025, p. 6

providers, on rabies

for Category Il bites

= Completing the four-dose
schedule of Anti Rabies
Vaccination is must

= Ensuring the availability
of rabies immunoglobulin
at primary healthcare
sefting is important

healthcare providers, do
not always adhere to this.
When protocols are clear,
there should be no
doubts,” she said.

She stressed the need to
use technology to send re-
minders for scheduled dos-
es, similar to the childhood
immunisation system.
“Many forget to take the
subsequent doses. We also
need to train healthcare
workers — doctors, staff
nurses and first responders
— in appropriate dog bite
management. The availa-
bility of RIG at the primary
setting should be ensured.”

Dr. Suresh Kumar be-
lieves it is time to consider
pre-exposure vaccination.
“Currently, veterinarians
and foreign tourists take it.
Given the high number of
dog bites and rabies
deaths, we should consid-
er this strategy. It requires
only two doses, and does
away with the need for RIG
in case of a dog bite.”

“ TN to launch genomic testing lab for cancer care

SINDUJA JANE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
will establish a state-of-the-art
laboratory for genomic testing
to strengthen cancer treatment
in government hospitals and
enable targeted therapy for
patients.

According to government
sources, this will be the first

state gover nment anywhere in
the country. The genomic test-
ing lab will offer its services
free of cost to beneficiaries
under the Chief Minis-
ter’'s Comprehensive X
Health Insurance [ &
Scheme (CMCHIS) and
ata nominal rate for peo-
ple from economically
weaker sections.

1y used in private hospitals for

personalised and targeted can-

cer therapy, costs between
£30,000 and %1 lakh.

v Speaking at a roundta-
ble discussion on health-
care organised by the
Federation of Indian

Chambers of Commerce

and Industry (FICCI), Dr N

Ezhilan, MLA and member of

who contributed to formulat-
ing the project, said a site has
been tentatively identified at
TICEL Bio Park in Taramani
for the facility The lab is likely
to function under a public-pri-
vate partnership model.

The roundtable focused on
‘building a resilient care eco-
system and equitable access
through sustainable financing

Minister Ma Subramanian in Chennai on Thursday | exeress

such facility to be set up by a

Genomic testing, increasing-

the state planning commission,

in Tamil Nadu. Pa

Genomic analysis can help enable targeted treatment

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DR Ezhilan said the project is
still in its preliminary stage,
and regional genomic laborato-
ries could be developed in dif-
ferent parts of the state in the
next phase. In addition to can-
cer testing, the lab will also of-
fer tests prior to organ trans-
plants, screening for rare
genetic disorders in children,
and immunology investiga-
tions at nominal cost.

“These services are current-
ly available only in private hos-

pitals, forcing even poor pa-
tients to spend heavily from
their pockets,” he said.
Explaining the significance
of genomic testing,J Jayashree,
Programme Officer (Cancer
Care), National Health Mis-
sion, said, “Through genomic
analysis, we can identify the
gene mutation and its extent,
so that targeted treatment can
be provided. This also helps re-
duce the side effects of chemo-
therapy” Experts at the discus-
sion called for the creationof a
dedicated cancer care fund in

Tamil Nadu to improve access
to life-saving therapies and
bridge treatment gaps across
the state.

Tamil Nadu has been wit-
nessing a steady rise in
cancer incidence, with
an estimated 113.2 cas-
es per one lakh popu-
lation and over one
lakh new cases every
yvear, a nearly 5% in-
crease over the past dee-
ade. Chennai, Kannivakumari,
Vellore, Tiruvallur, and Coim-
batore districts report the high-

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 November 2025, p. 1 and 9

i

est caseloads, with breast, cer-
vical, oral, and gastrointestinal
cancers being the most
prevalent.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
MEK Stalin on Thursday
launched the ‘Women
Wellness on Wheels®
initiative to provide
cancer screening for
women. The first mobile
unit was inaugurated in
Kancheepuram district. Ac-
cording to an official release,
women will be screened for cer-
vical, breast, and oral cancers,
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as well as for diabetes, hyper-
tension, anaemia, and heart
diseases near their residences.
Each vehicle is equipped with a
digital mammography machine
and a semi-auto analyser.

Health Minister Ma Subra-
manian said the programme
was launched under the cancer
prevention and care pro-
gramme. “Each mobile unit
costs ¥1.10 crore, and 40 crore
has been sanctioned for 38 dis-
tricts. The facility will be ex-
tended to other districts subse-
quently,” he said.



TN launches pilot
study ondiabetes
during pregnancy

To ascertain if early medical intervention can
prevent gestational diabetes in wormen at risk

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

HEALTH Minister Ma Subra-
manian has announced the
launch of a pilot study thatcan
help in preventing Gestational
Diabetes Mellitus (GDM) in
pregnant women by providing
early intervention. The minis-
ter made the announcement,
while addressing mediaper-
sons atan event marking World
Diabetes Day on Friday in
Chennai.

According to the
health department of:
ficials, the study will
identify 200 pregnant
women who have ear-
ly gestational glucose
intolerance (ECGI)
and provide them
Metformin — the first
line drug for control-
ling sugar levels — to
see if it prevents them
from developing
GDM.

Officials said that if
GDM is prevented, the risk of
newborns being overweight
can also be prevented as uncon-
trolled sugar levels can affect
the foetus, leading to over-
weight at birth.

Asmany as 10 interventional
blocks, 10 non-interventional
blocks and six urban zones
across Tamil Nadu have been
chosen for this study, which
was piloted under the National
Health Mission.

Ma Subramanian

In the interventional blocks,
the pregnant women will be
given 75 ml of glucose two
hours after food and their glu-
cose tolerance will be tested to
seeif they have ECGI. This will
be done in the eighth week of
pregnancy, before the foetus
start secreting insulin around
the 11th week of pregnancy

“We want to intervene before
that. We will see if the mother’s
pancreas has sugar tolerance.
If their sugar level is above 119
milligrams per deciliter after
this test, they will be
administered Met-
formin. After the re-

sults, the study will be
a expanded to other dis-

tricts” an official
added.

In the non-interven-
tional districts also,
the mothers will be
followed up without
any intervention for
the study, the official

added.

Further, Ma Subra-
manian said the state will also
expand type 1 diabetes centres
for children in Tiruvarur, Na-
makkal and Chidambaram dis-
tricts, and will subsequently
expand it to all other districts
in a phased manner.

Under ‘Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam’ scheme, 58.53
lakh people have been identi-
fied with diabetes mellitus
since the launch of the scheme
in 2021, he added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 November 2025, p. 4

‘TN offers free
health checks for
guest workers’

Chennai: Taking a dig at
PM Narendra Modi and Ho-
me Minister Amit Shah, he-
alth minister Ma Subrama-
nian said that TN offers free
health checkups for guest
workers.

After visiting the ‘Nam-
mai Kakkum Stalin’ health
camp at a govt school in As-
hok Nagar, he said that at le-
ast 250 guest workers benefi-
tedfromthe camp. Earlier, at
a campaign in Bihar, Modi
said workers from Bihar we-
re harassed by DMK. “TN is
the only state offering such
inclusive free healthcare,”
the minister said.

Source: The Times of India, 09 November 2025, p. 5

T.N. plans to have more
specialised centres for
type 1 diabetes care

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu will scale up
the number of Type 1 dia-
betes specialised care
centres in the government
sector from the existing
seven.

At an event to commem-
orate World Diabetes Day
on Friday, Health Minister
Ma. Subramanian said that
currently, the specialised
care centres for children
were functional at seven
medical college hospitals
in Chennai, Thanjavur, Sa-
lem, Coimbatore, Tirunel-
veli, Dharmapuri, and Ti-
ruchi. “Within two
months, the type 1 special-
ised care centres will be set
up at the government med-
ical colleges at Tiruvarur,
Namakkal, and Chidamba-
ram. These centres will be
expanded to all 36 govern-
ment medical college hos-
pitals in a phased manner,”
he said.

A. Arun Thamburaj,
Mission Director, National
Health Mission, Tamil Na-

du, said a lot of importance
was being given to type 1
diabetes.

Stressing the need to
screen for complications of
diabetes, he said a Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
was being launched to take
up screening of complica-
tions in all government
hospitals.

The Minister said senior
diabetologist V. Seshiah
had been advocating early
screening to prevent gesta-
tional diabetes, and had ta-
ken it up with the Chief Mi-
nister. A study will be
launched soon, he added.

The number of benefici-
aries under Makkalai The-
di Maruthuvam was near-
ing 2.5 crore, he said.

Under Paadham Paad-
hukappom Thittam, which
is aimed at early identifica-
tion of diabetic foot com-
plications, and preventing
amputations, 45,349 peo-
ple were identified with
foot-related complications
and treated in the last two
years. Of them, 26,448 un-
derwent surgery, he said.

Source: The Hindu, 15 November 2025, p. 5

The ‘Nammai Kakkum
Stalin’ campshave benefited
7.57 lakh people, he said.
They cover 17 disciplines,
and the cost for such tests
would be up to 220,000 in pri-
vate hospitals. “This is the
first time in India that ama-
jorserviceisoffered toguest
workers,” he said. ™n
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Govt hosps told to procure drugs
locally as TNMSC halts supply

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Govt hospitals, in-
cluding state-run medical col-
leges, were asked to purchase
nearly 70 drugs, including in-
travenous paracetamol and
acid-reducing medicines such
as pantoprazole, from the local
market as the Tamil Nadu Me-
dical Services Corporationdid
not supply them. While heads
of the institutions purchased
the drugs from the lowest bid-
der in the local market, the er-
rant supplies affected patient
care and increased costs, doc-
tors said.

On Sept 2, the medical cor-
poration told the directorate
of medical education that onli-
ne tenders were floated for the
purchase of at least 60 drugs
that were moved from speciali-
ty to essential drugs. “These
drugs were available only in
the medical colleges but will
now be available in secondary
care and primary care faciliti-

_ A - -

es, including primary health
centres, for thefirsttime,” said
a senior health official.

However, hospitals said
they werefeelingthe heat. A ci-
ty hospital, for instance, called
for tenders and gave the cont-
ract tothelowestbidder. Howe-
ver, the contractor did not deli-
ver the drugs as promised, ci-
ting an increase in market pri-
ces. “The next option was to
call for fresh bids. But our
pharmacy was running out of
stock, and we did not have the
option but to go for the second-
lowest bidder,” said a senior
doctor, who is in charge of ad-
ministration. Another allied
hospital said they were forced
to call for tenders a second ti-

Source: The Times of India, 22 November 2025, p. 2

me because they exhausted
the first batch of drugs before
the expected time. “We are not
allowed to order more than
what isrequired.

“Services offered in these
centres have increased becau-
se of schemes such as Makka-
lai Thedi Maruthuvam, Idhay-
am Kappom, and Padam Kap-
pom. Many people come here
for tests and treatment of dia-
betes, hypertension, heart,
and kidney diseases,” he said.
But since it was the first time,
hospitals couldn’t provide pre-
cise requirements. In Sept, ho-
spitals were told supply would
start after 45 days, with anot-
her 25 days needed for quality
checks. As of Thursday, 56
drugs were under testing, offi-
cials said. But before supplies
could resume on Nov 11, the
medical services corporation
added five more drugs —saline
and injections reducing sto-
mach acid, antibiotics, anaest-
hetics, and clot busters.
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State government launches
medical camp for journalists
offering specialised services

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The State government on
Saturday launched a spe-
cial medical camp for jour-
nalists, providing special-
ised medical services such
as general medicine, car-
diology, ENT, orthopedics,
gynaecology, and ophthal-
mology, with support from
Apollo Hospitals.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the camp, Health
Minister Ma. Subramanian
said, “The facilities at the
camp include ECG, Echo
and ultrasound. Indian
Medicine has also been in-
troduced at the camp. The
Chief Minister had an-
nounced in 2022 that the
comprehensive health in-
surance scheme will be
available for all accredited
journalists. As many as
1,414 journalists have been
included on the list. The al-
location for such welfare
schemes has increased in
the past few years. The
pension for journalists has
been increased from

-

y T

Ministers M.P. Saminathan, Ma. Subramanian, and P.K. Sekarbabu,

and Mayor R. Priya at the medical camp held for journalists at
Kalaivanar Arangam on Saturday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

%10,000 to %12,000. The
assistance has been in-
creased from 33 lakh to 10
lakh for the welfare of the
journalists,” he said.

New app

At the event, Mr. Subrama-
nian also launched TAEI
Registry 2.0, an app for
real-time data collection
for accident and emergen-
cy care in the State. The
app has been built to facili-
tate real-time information

Source: The Hindu, 09 November 2025, p. 4

about individual patient
care records from the 113
centres, integrating ambu-
lances and hospitals and
improving services for pa-
tients, particularly pre-hos-

pital, in-hospital and
rehabilitation.
Information  Minister

M.P. Saminathan, CMDA
and HR and CE Minister
P.K. Sekarbabu, Chennai
Mayor R. Priya and Deputy
Mayor M. Magesh Kumaar
participated.
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Environment

TN’s forest cover has remained stable
for past 20 years, state informs NGT

S VKRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

TAMIL NADU'S forest cover
has remained stable over the
past two decades, with margin-
al fluctuations and significant
ecological gains through sus-
tained afforestation initiatives,
said the state’s Head of Forest
Foree and Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests (PCCF)
Srinivas R Reddy in an affida-
vit submitted before the princi-
pal bench of National Green
Tribunal (NGT), New Delhi.

It was filed in response to a
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
case, where all states were
asked to respond following a re-
port by Global Forest Watch,
which stated that India has lost
2.33 million hectares of tree
cover since 2000.

According to the affidavit
filed by the PCCF on behalf of
the Tamil Nadu government,
the state’s forest cover has re-
mained “largely stable” at
around 20% of its geographi-
cal area since 2000, with an in-
crease in green cover of nearly
2,794 sq km in the past decade.
As per the India State of For-
est Report (ISFR), TN's forest
cover stood at 17.7% in 2005,
rising to 20.3% in 2015, and has
since maintained that level,
even as other states saw nota-
ble declines.

The report cites multiple
long-term evaluations, includ-
ing the TN Biodiversity Con-
servation and Greening Project
and TN Afforestation Project
Phases 1 and 2, funded by the
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA), which col-
lectively regenerated over
700,000 hectares of degraded
scrubland since 1997, Data from
these evaluations show that be-
tween 2005 and 2015, the area
under dense forest in TN in-
creased by 87,000 hectares,
while scrub areas reduced by
1,36,800 hectares. Illegal log-
oing has “almost ceased™ across
project villages, the report
adds, attributing this to strong
community participation.

il = ¥ Ara TS Lo il

While acknowledging that
TN is vet to meet the national
goal of 33% forest and tree cov-
er, the PCCF said the stability
of its forest cover “demon-
strates successful long-term
management and regeneration
of degraded landscapes”. The
state continues to expand tree
cultivation on private lands and
remove invasive alien species
across over 3 lakh hectares, en-
suring continuity of its green
cover in coming decades.

“Contrary to broad national
estimates of tree loss, TN has
maintained a steady forest cov-
er since 2000 through sustained
policy, participatory afforesta-
tion and scientific monitoring,”
the affidavit concludes.

-
1 :
b [

TN continues toexpand tree cultivation on private lands and remove invasive alien
species across over 3 lakh hectares, the affidavit noted | Fepic

Source: The New Indian Express, 05 November 2025, p. 2
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TN govt seeks CRZ clearance for new reservoir

Tocome upin 4,375 acres of coastal wetlands, project crucial to meet water needs of Chennai and nearby areas

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chemai

THE Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) submitted a pro-
posal last week to the Tamil
Nadu Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Authority (TNCZMA)
seeking Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) clearance for build-
ing a drinking water reservoir
in the Kovalam sub-basin be-
tween East Coast Road (ECR)
and Old Mahabalipuram Road
{OMR).

The project, announced by
the government in the 2025-26
state budget, will require 4,375
acres of coastal wetlands to
build what will be the sixth ma-
jor reservoir in and around
Chennai. Designed to hold 1.655
tmeft of freshwater, it is expect-
ed to supply 170 MLD of water
to southern Chennai and fast-
growing peri-urban pockets. As
per the documents available
with the TNIE, on June 3, the
proposal first came before the
State Environmental Appraisal
Committee (SEAC) seeking en-
vironment clearance (EC). After
deliberations, SEAC returned
the proposal, stating that the
reservoir does not fall under
projects requiring prior EC,

since it involves no river valley
development, hydropower, tun-
nelling or mining.

However, the committee
pointed out that the site falls
within CRZ-I, II, ITI (NDZ) and
IVB and therefore “requires
CRZ clearance under CRZ Noti-
fication, 2011". It asked WRD to
examine treatment technolo-
gies such as SBR-UF or MBBR-
UF to prevent long-term water
quality deterioration once the
reservoir is operational.

Following this, WRD ap-
proached IIT-Madras for a tech-
nical feasibility assessment. In
its communication dated Octo-
ber 30, IIT-M’s Civil and Ocean
Engineering experts concluded
that the reservoir is technically
feasible. Spread across villages,
including Thiruvidanthai, Kala-
vakkam, Nemmeli, Thiruporur,
Thandalam, Krishnankaranai,
Pattipulam, Paivanur, Salu-
vankuppam and Mamal-
lapuram, the proposed site sits
ina natural flood bowl connect-
ed to the Kovalam watershed. It
receives surplus flows from 69
upstream irrigation tanks.
Phase I will cover 1,770.5 hec-
tares and includes excavation
of bunds, construction of a fore-

ESTIMATED WATER DEMAND IN

CHENNAICITY (INMLD)

Ve | 205 | 2000 | 2035 | 2050
6C | @ 1831702 | 28
Restof OMA | 214 | 387 | 81 | 1568
Total | 1136 | 1720 | 253 | 3746

shore embankment, creation of
a peripheral drain to reroute
monsoon flows, and formation
of afreshwater lake witha 17.71
sq km water spread area. The
estimated project cost is 471
crore.

WRD officials say the basin’s
topography — with a current
average bed level of (+)0.35 me-
tres and a proposed Full Reser-

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 November 2025, p. 4

Fishy business: Forest dept set to restore
Ennore creek with 20K mangrove saplings

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Forest depart-
ment’s plan to restore Enno-
re Creek with a massive
mangrove plantation is un-
derway. Once marred by in-
dustrial pollution and an oil
spill, Chennai’s Ennore Cre-
ekisnowshowingearly signs
of recovery as the Tiruvallur
district forest department
begins restoring the estuary
with 20,000 mangrove sap-
lings planted using an inno-
vative fishbone technique.
The fishbone model invol-
ves carving channels that al-
low seawater to flow natural-
ly into the area during high
tides, creating ideal condi-
tions for mangroves to thri-
ve. This year’s restoration
drive spans 15 hectares, in-
cluding 4 hectares under this
new model. The depart-
ment’s renewed commit-
ment builds on last year’s
success when 1.8 lakh sap-
lings of Avicennia marina,

REPRESEMTATIVE PIC

voir Level of (+)3 metres —
makes it the only viable
large-scale storage site in the
sub-basin. Theregion, dominat-
ed by IT corridors and expand-
ing peri-urban settlements,
lacks a major reservoir and re-
lies heavily on desalination and
groundwater;, the latter showing
signs of depletion and seawater
intrusion.

Chennai's drinking water de-
mand, now over 1,100 MLD, is
projected to surpass 2,500 MLD
by 2035. WRD says the Kovalam
reservoir will be critical to “aug-
ment drinking water supply and
mitigate chronic flooding in up-
stream OMR villages”. Envi-
ronmental assessments, how-
ever, highlight the ecological

cost. The Kazhuveli Wetland Tm-
pact Assessment, conducted be-
tween October-November, docu-
ments that 65% of the site is
marshland and 35% saltpans,
supporting 102 bird species, in-
cluding migratory waders that
depend on shallow seasonal wa-
ters for feeding and roosting.
The study warns that convert-
ing a dynamic wetland into a
three-metre-deep freshwater
reservoir will “fundamentally
alter the loeal ecology” modify
salinity patterns and displace
wader population.

The consultant has recom-
mended a habitat mitigation
plan, including preserving shal-
low wetlands and creating man-
agedroosting islands. If cleared,
the proposal will move to the
National Coastal Zone Authori-
ty for final approval. A senior
WRD official said the project is
crucial considering the current
average drinking water supply
in Chennai is around 700 to 800
MLD, while current demand ex-
ceeds 1,100 MLD. “This demand
is expected to double in the next
decade. The water needs of the
broader CMA region also re-
main uncertain and largely un-
met,” the official said.

2 a3y & 2
GREEN GROWTH: Fishbone model lets seawater flow naturally into

the area during high tides
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Rhizophora mucronata, and
Excoecaria agallocha were
planted.

This season, three addi-
tional species—Aegiceras
corniculatum, Ceriops de-
candra, and Acanthus—have
been introduced to increase
biodiversity. According to
state forest secretary Supri-

Source: The Times of India, 17 November 2025, p. 4

va Sahu, the creek’s year-ro-
und water availability will
ensure stronger survival ra-
tes for the young plants. Over
1 lakh more saplings are be-
ingraised and will be planted
by January. To make space
for this renewed growth, the
department has cleared 250
hectares of invasive Proso-

pis juliflora, which once cho-

kednative vegetation.

Tiruvallur district forest
officer V Subbiah said 1.05
lakh saplings were raised in
the department’s central
nursery at Kattuppalli villa-
ge, including 45,000 Avicen-
nia and 55,000 Rhizophora
saplings. Ecologist J Murali
said the saplings will take a
couple of years to get well es-
tablished in the creek. Once
they are established, algae
and zooplankton will settle
in that area. This, in turn,
will attract fish species and
alsoprawns.

Once the fish and prawn
population bounces back in
the area, it will help the local
fishers to increase their live-
lihood opportunities. Besi-
des that, the area will attract
both resident and migratory
birds, which will make the
mangrove area their feeding,
nesting, and roosting gro-
und, he said.
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Kerala wants to mine beach sand in

Tirunelveli, Tuticorin to extract ilmenite
INTERSTATE PARTNERSHIP

Ram.Sundaram@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Kerala has proposed to
mine beach sand in Tamil Nadu’s
Tirunelveli and Tuticorin dis-
tricts through its public sector
unit, Kerala Minerals and Metals
Ltd (KMML). KMML has approa-
ched the TN govt for permission
for beach sand mining to enable il-
menite extraction, officials said.
The inter-state plan was dis-
cussed at a recent high-level mee-
tingbetween Tamil Nadu industri-
esminister TR BRajaa and Kerala
industries minister P Rajeev.
KMML, which produces titanium
dioxide, isfacing a short supply of
ilmenite after coastal mining in
Kerala slowed down due to envi-
ronmental restrictions and litiga-
tion. Hence, Kerala has turned to
Tamil Nadu’s Manavalakurichi-
~Tuticorin belt, which holds some
of India’s largest heavy mineral

KMML SEEKS MINING RIGHTS ON
PATTA LAND: KMML proposes
extraction on KSSP's 185-acre
parcel with 142 lakh tonnes
of deposits

TN STATES CONDITIONS,
SIGNALS BAN FRAMEWORK:
TN says mining and value
addition must occur in-state;
2013 private mining han remains

KERALA REQUESTS TN PORAMBOKE
LAND ACCESS: Kerala asks TN
i to allocate poramboke areas

~ — containing viable beach-
—— sand minerals

| WIDER INTER-STATE
INDUSTRY TALKS:
Discussions also covered
Keltron, Malabar Cements
and Kerala's Al traffic systems

sand reserves.

A 185-acre patta parcel owned
by Kuttam Solar Power Project
(KSSP) has been identified for ex-
traction. Surveys by KMML have
shown 142 lakh tonnes of beach
sand deposits containing 15-22%
ilmenite along with garnet, rutile,
zircon, and monazite. KMML te-
ams visited the site, collected sam-
ples, and submitted a feasibility
reporttothe Kerala govt in 2023 be-

Source: The Times of India, 28 November 2025, p. 6

fore meeting the Tamil Nadu indu-
stries secretary and the commis-
sionerof geology and mining, govt
sourcessaid.

Tamil Nadu officials who took
part in the meeting said they con-
veyed that mining and value addi-
tion should take place within TN.
The state had enforced a halt on
private beach sand mining in 2013
following cases of illegal extrac-
tion and violations of coastal zone

regulations, restricting leases to
govt entities. Kerala has proposed
a joint venture where KMML will
hold 51%, Tamil Nadu’s TAMIN or
TIDCOholding 11%, and KSSP hol-
ding 38%. In addition, Kerala also
sought Tamil Nadu’s support in al-
locating poramboke land with mi-
neral deposits for KMML opera-
tions. A senior Kerala industries
department official said Kerala
proposed a second KMML-TA-
MIN joint venture to run beach
sand mining leases on a structure
similar to the model adopted by
IREL, a public sector undertaking
specializing in mining of rare
earth minerals.

Kerala has proposed collabora-
tions involving Keltron and Mala-
bar Cements, while TN expressed
interest in Kerala’s Al-based traf-
fic enforcement systems and coo-
peration in digital governance, to-
urism, and startup exchanges.

Kovalam Beach awarded Blue Flag
certification for fifth consecutive year

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Kovalam Beach in Chengal-
pattu district has been
awarded the International
Blue Flag certification for
the fifth consecutive year.
According to an official
release, the communica-
tion from Blue Flag India to
the Chengalpattu Collector
conveyed that Kovalam
beach had once again met
the stringent global stan-
dards set by the Founda-
tion for Environmental

Kovalam beach was the firstin
the State to get Blue Flag
certification. FILE PHOTO

Education (FEE), Den-
mark. In a post on X, Min-
ster for Finance and Envi-
ronment and Climate

Source: The Hindu, 12 November 2025, p. 3

Change Thangam Thenna-
rasu said: “It is a matter of
great pride that Kovalam
beach in Tamil Nadu has
received the prestigious In-
ternational Blue Flag Certi-
fication for 2025-26, mark-
ing its fifth consecutive
year of recognition.”

The certification is re-
newed annually after de-
tailed inspections by na-
tional and international
committees.

Kovalam Beach first
earned the recognition on
September 21, 2021, be-
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coming Tamil Nadu’s first
Blue Flag-certified beach.
During 2024-25, it record-
ed a footfall of over 5.5lakh
visitors, reflecting its grow-
ing appeal as a model eco-
beach destination, the re-
lease said.

Encouraged by this suc-
cess, the government has
taken up initiatives to se-
cure Blue Flag certification
for 10 beaches across the
State. Among these are the
Palavakkam, Thiruvanmiy-
ur, and Uthandi beaches in
the city, the release added.



More than 16,000 migratory ducks spotted
at Nemmeli waterbody, region’s biggest

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Nemmeli’s usually
quiet wetland has come alive
this winter with over 16,000
migratory ducks flocking to
the water body. Birders said
this is the region’s biggest
bird gathering in years and
that the site has turned into
the hottest birding spot.

The sheer wvolume of
birds, rare even for TN's well-
known wetlands, has sparked
excitement among experts
and nature enthusiasts alike.
According to ornithologists,
the visitingflocks comprise fi-
ve long-distance winter mig-
rants: garganey, northern
pintail, Eurasian wigeon,
northern shoveler, and com-
mon teal. These ducks under-
take an arduous journey from
Russia and neighbouring col-
derregions, flying over the Hi-
malayas before descending

KV R K Thirunaranan
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long-distance winter migrants

into the Indian subcontinent
to escape extreme winter con-
ditions. Their arrival marks
the beginning of the vibrant
wintering season around
Chennai’s wetlands.

Chennai district forest of-
ficer V A Saravanan said such
large congregations are uni-
que to Nemmeli. “This scale
of sighting is possible only in
Nemmeli. Even inthe Pallika-

Source: The Times of India, 28 November 2025, p. 2

4 TN dists get decarbonisation plan

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @Chennai

TN government on Friday
launched District Decarbonisa-
tion Action Plans (DDAPSs) for
four key districts — the Nilgiris,
Coimbatore, Ramanathapuram
and Virudhunagar - along with a
State Climate Action Tracker that
will enable real-time monitoring
of the state’s progress towards its
netzero goals.

The initiative, led by the Tamil
Nadu Green Climate Company
under the Department of Envi-
ronment, Climate Change and
Forests, was developed in collabo-
ration with Vasudha Foundation,
athink tank. Environment Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu un-
veiled it in Chennai.

“With the launch of district de-
carbonisation pathways and the
Tamil Nadu climate tracker, we
areturning climate ambition into
measurable, accountable action,”
said Thennarasu. “This is eco-
nomic policy for a new era — one
that will generate thousands of

MIGRANT MARVELS: The visiting flocks at Nemmeli comprise five

ranai marsh, not many ducks
have arrived this season
when compared to Nemmeli,”
he said. Despite the challeng-
es posed by heavy vehicular
movement around the area
and the frequent entry of fis-
hermen into the water, the
birds continue to favour this
wetland. Their persistence,
he said, underscores the sig-
nificance of Nemmeli as an

undisturbed and resource-
rich feeding and resting gro-
und. Conservationist KVRK
Thirunaranan, who tracks
bird populationsacross Chen-
nai’s wetlands, said his team
recorded nearly 35,000 birds
in Nemmeli last week, inclu-
ding local migrants such as
spot-billed pelicans. He attri-
butes the overwhelming pre-
sence of birdsto plentiful food
availability and relatively low
levels of disturbance.
Among the migratory
ducks, the Garganey popula-
tion is the highest at around
6,000, followed by more than
4,000 Eurasian Wigeons.
Members of the Madras Na-
turalists’ Society said the sur-
ge in bird numbers has also
led to asteady rise in the num-
ber of birders visiting Nem-
meli, resulting in more frequ-
ent sightings of rare and unu-
sual species in recent years.

green jobs, strengthen industries,
and secure our natural heritage.
TN will lead India to net-zero car-
bon not by promise, but by
proof.”

Thefour pilot distriets together
contributeover 10% of TN's Gross
State Domestic Productand repre-
sent the state’s diverse economic
and ecological landscape - from
Coimbatore’s industrial base
to the Western Ghats of
Nilgiris and the coastal
ecosystems of Ram-
anathapuram. Studies
indicate that up to 92%
of projected emissions in
these districts by 2050 can
be abated through clean ener
gy adoption, industrial efficiency
and nature-based solutions. Inad-
dition, nearly 2.97 million tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent can
be sequestered by 2050 through
forest restoration, agroforestry,
wetland conservation and coastal
ecosystem rejuvenation. The
Tamil Nadu Climate Action
Tracker consolidates climate data

Source: The New Indian Express, 01 November 2025, p. 9
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ACross emissions, energy systems,
vulnerabilities, land-use change
and resiliencemeasures. It will al-
low the government to undertake
evidence-based planning, enable
transparent progress reporting
and track the implementation of
climate actions at district level.
“Tamil Nadu is proving that eli-
mate ambition means nothing
without climate accountabili-
tyv With district-level decar-
bonisation plans and a
realtime Climate Action
Tracker, we are shifting
climateaction from state-
ments to systems, from
intent to measurahle im-
pact. Climate governance
must live where people live, and
progress must be seen, tracked
and delivered on the ground,”
said Supriva Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary for Environment,
Climate Change and Forests.
Each district has been assigned
tailored strategies based on its
economy and geography. The Nil-
giris aims to achieve carbon neu-

trality by 2030 through sustaina-
ble tourism, e-mobility and
nature-based sequestration. Ram-
anathapuram is targeting carbon
neutrality by 2047 by electrifying
its fishing fleet, reducing meth-
ane and nitrous oxide emissions
and restoring mangroves and sea-
£rass ecosystems,

In Virudhunagar, industrial de-
carbonisation, especially in
MSME textileclusters, will play a
major role, supported by large-
scale agroforestry and restora-
tion projects around SanjeeviMa-
lai. Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu's
second-largest industrial hub,
will cut emissions through the
adoption of electric vehicles, ex-
pansion of public transport, and
circulareconomy innovation.

“These plans integrate science,
data and community participa-
tion. They represent a scalable
model for other states to align
data-driven insights with decen-
tralised elimate action,” said
Srinivas Krishnaswamy, CEO of
Wasudha Foundation.



Committees constituted to manage T.N.
Endangered Species Conservation Fund

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has issued an order
constituting a Governing
Committee and an Execu-
tive Committee to oversee
and manage the Tamil Na-
du Endangered Species
Conservation Fund.

The order was issued by
Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Environ-
ment, Climate Change and
Forests Department, on
November 1.

The fund, established in
November 2024 with a cor-
pus of T50 crore and an in-
itial sanction of 35 crore as
seed money, aims at
strengthening conserva-
tion measures for endan-
gered species across the
State. Initially managed
through the State Forest
Development Agency, the
government has now or-
dered that it be adminis-
tered through the Ad-
vanced Institute  for
Wildlife Conservation
(AIWC), Vandalur, to en-
sure specialised scientific

;a'-_ .M
The fund aims at strengthening
conservation measures for
endangered species.

The Governing Commit-
tee, chaired by the Chief
Secretary, will guide and
steer the fund’s utilisation
and augmentation. The
Additional Chief Secretary,
Environment, Climate
Change and Forests De-
partment, will serve as the
Vice-Chairperson. Other
members include the Se-
cretaries of the Finance
and Industries Depart-
ments; the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force); the
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests and Chief
Wildlife Warden; the Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator of
Forests and Director,

Source: The Hindu, 04 November 2025, p. 4

Conservator of Forests and
Secretary, Tamil Nadu Bio-
diversity Board; the Chair-
marn, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board; the Direc-
tor of Environment; the
Chairperson of the Nation-
al Biodiversity Authority or
a representative; the Direc-
tor, Wildlife Institute of In-
dia or a representative;
and the Director, Institute
of Forest Genetics and Tree
Breeding, Coimbatore.

The committee will
meet at least once every
four months and will have
a tenure of three years.

It also includes several
experts and philanthro-
pists as tenurial members,
including Rohini Nilekani,
Chairperson, Rohini Nile-
kani Philanthropies; Malli-
ka Srinivasan, Chairman
and Managing Director,
Tractors and Farm Equip-
ment Limited (TAFE); J.K.
Patterson Edward, Direc-
tor, Suganthi Devadasan
Marine Research Institute,
Thoothukudi; K. Jayaku-
mar, Professor, Madurai
Kamaraj University; S. Ba-
lachandran, Managing

Monitoring Trust and
former Deputy Director,
Bombay Natural History
Society; and Arumugam,
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer,
Broadline Technologies.

The Executive Commit-
tee, chaired by the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, En-
vironment, Climate
Change and Forests De-
partment, will manage the
fund’s day-to-day opera-
tions.

Its members include the
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests and Director,
AIWC; the Chairperson of
Tamil Nadu Pollution Con-
trol Board; the Additional
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests (Wildlife); the
Chief Conservator of For-
ests (Research); and the Di-
rector of Environment.

The Committee will su-
pervise the implementa-
tion of projects, monitor
conservation  activities,
mobilise resources, and
ensure that the fund’s ob-
jectives of protecting and
restoring endangered spe-
cies in Tamil Nadu are ef-

Rain, delay in updating M-Stripes app affecting tiger census work in TN forests

S SENTHIL KUMAR @ Coimbatare

ing areas in the state.
While the training related to

the tiger estimation along with  staff in a team had to cover be-  sources.
other wildlife using directand in-  tween 1,500 hectares and 2,000
THEalleged delay inupdatingthe  direct signs has been completed  hectares. With the help of Wild-
M-Stripes app, used for tiger esti- ~ for the field-level staff of fivetiger  life Institute of India (WII)
mation, as well as the rain have reserves, including Megamalai, experts, now the NTCA of &
been playing spoilsport in the i-  Anamalai, Kalakkad Mundan- ficials have agreed to re-
ger estimation work at five tiger  thurai, Mudumalai, and Sathya-  duce the area to be covered
reservesand othernon-tiger-bear-  mangalam, the staff have not yet  to 1,000 hectares and up-
started using the app.
“In earlier tiger estimation, developed by WIIL,” said

date it in the M-stripes app,

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 November 2025, p. 2

NTCA instruction, the tigeresti-  Stripes app,” sources added.
mation will also be held innon-

state. This is also another reason  scat of tigers. Moreover, we can't  delay in updating the app. “The

The officials also said the con
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“From this year, as per the for the delay in updating the M- takea DNA sample of a tiger us- existing M-Stripes app could be

ing its scat. We also have tocheck  used during the estimation. We

the elephant dung and footprint  are waiting for rain to subside,”

tiger-bearing (forest divi- tinuous drizzling isalso another of the gauretc during theestima-  hesaid.

sions) areas. Along with  reason for the delay conducting  tion. Owing to the rain, the dung

five tiger reserves, tiger  the tiger census.
estimation is being

TNIE's attempts to contact sci-

will get diluted in the rainwater,”  entist Dr Bilal Habib of the Wild-
“Since the forest area is wet, we  said sources in the department.
held in 22 forest di-  will not find indirect signs such

life Institute of India, who is in

When contacted H Venuprasad charge of developing the M-
‘,';‘ visions in the as pugmarks, scratch marks, or APCCF (Wildlife) said thereisno  Stripes app, went futile.



Elephant deaths on rise in
Kovai forest division again

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

A year after elephant deaths
came down to eight, a three-
fourth reduction compared to
the 23 deaths recorded in 2023,
the number of fatalities has gone
upagain in the last 10 monthsto
14 deaths this year. Officials
claim that there is no reason to
worry, as most deaths have oc-
curred due to natural causes.

A postmortem examination
carried out on a tusker on Sun-
day revealed that the animal had
died on Saturday due to enteritis
at the Thadagam North forest
beat. The examination was car-
ried out by Coimbatore forest
veterinarian § Vennila, 8 Sada-
sivam of Sathvamangalam Ti-
ger Reserve (STR) and animal
husbandry department veteri-
narian Abilesh of Madathur, in
the presence of DFO N Jayaraj,
along with the members of an
NGO

“The animal was aged 20
vears, and there were no digest-

ed particles in the animal’s intes-
tine, indicating that the animal
did not take food such as grass
and plants, ete, for the last cou-
ple of days. Initial findings sug-
gest that the animal could have
died due toenteritis, and it could
have occurred due to contamina-
tion in food, water; or due to any
other disease that infected the
animal. We will send samples of
its heart and kidney for forensic
analysis to labs in Coimbatore
and Chennai to identify the ex-
act cause of death,” an official
from the forest department
said.

A senior forest official from
the Coimbatore forest division
said, “On average, 15 elephants
dieevery yeardue to natural and
unnatural causes. Except for two
elephant deaths due toelectrocu-
tion that were reported on Octo-
ber 23 at Kuppepalavam near
Thondamuthur in Boluvampatti
forest range and at Met-
tupalayam forest range on Octo-
ber 29, the remaining deaths are
all due to natural causes.

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 November 2025, p. 7

TN forms 2 committees
to manage Z50-cr fund
for endangered species

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
has constituted a governing
committee and an executive
committee to manage the Tamil
Nadu Endangered Species Con-
servation Fund (TNESCF), a
¥50-crore corpus established to
protect and restore endangered
species and their habitats.

According to a government
order issued by Supriva Sahu,
additional chief secretary to
the environment, climate
change and forests department,
the management of the fund
has been shifted from the State
Forest Development Agency
(SFDA) to the Advanced Insti-
tute for Wildlife Conservation
(AIWC), Vandalur, to ensure
greater scientific and institu-
tional focus.

The governing committee,
chaired by the chief secretary,
will steer and guide the fund’s
strategic direction, meeting
once every four months. It in-
cludes senior officials from key
departments such as finance,
industries and environment,
along with leading conserva-
tion experts and philanthro-
pists like Rohini Nilekani, Mal-
lika Srinivasan, J K Patterson
Edward, S Balachandran and K
Jayakumar. The Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
and Chief Wildlife Warden
Rakesh Kumar Dogra will serve
as the member-convener.

The executive committee,
headed by Sahu, will oversee
day-to-day operations, approve
project proposals and monitor

A lion-tailed macaque | ALe pic

implementation in line with
the fund’s objectives. Senior of
ficials from the AITWC, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board
and the forest department form
part of this committee.

The fund, which received an
initial seed grant of 5 crore last
vear, is expected to support spe-
cies recovery, habitat restora-
tion and community-based con-
servation projects across TN.
The committees will also mobi-
lise additional resources from
public and private sectors to
scale up conservation efforts.

The programme will protect
four lesser-known, endangered
species, including the lion-
tailed macaque, Madras hedge-
hog, striped hyena, and hump-
headed mahseer. TN, with its
unique landscapes spanning
the western and eastern ghats,
is recognised globally as a bio-
diversity hotspot. However, sev-
eral ecologically significant but
lesser known species face
mounting threats from habitat
loss, poaching, road mortality
and invasive species.

Source: The New Indian Express, 04 November 2025, p. 2
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Environmental activists oppose EIA
exemption for waste-to-energy plants

In its notification, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change said solid-waste management systems play an

important role in protecting environmental and human health, advancing the circular economy, and reducing pollution

ECO WATCH

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

mid resistance to
Athe proposed
waste-to-energy

plant at Kodungaiyur, envi-
ronmental groups have
criticised the Union go-
vernment for proposing to
exempt all waste-to-energy
(WTE) and municipal solid-
waste management facili-
ties from mandatory pu-
blic hearings and Environ-
mental Impact Assessment
(EIA) requirements.

Draft notification

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) issued a
draft notification on Oc-
tober 3 proposing that
‘Common Municipal Solid
Waste Management Facili-
ty’ projects — including
WTE plants, landfills, and
facilities generating elec-
tricity from hazardous

Potential hazard: An environmental group says reclassification of

waste-to-energy incinerators falsely portrays them as benign.

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

waste — no longer require
prior environmental clea-
rance under the EIA Notifi-
cation, 2006.

The Ministry has also
classified these projects as
‘Essential Environmental
Services’.

In its notification, the
MoEFCC said solid-waste
management systems play
an important role in pro-
tecting environmental and
human health, advancing
the circular economy, and

Source: The Hindu, 18 November 2025, p. 2

reducing air, land, and wa-
ter pollution.

Since these facilities are
already regulated under
the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act,
1974, and the Air (Preven-
tion and Control of Pollu-
tion) Act, 1981, and the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) had placed
incinerators under the
‘blue category’ of indus-
tries, it argued that ex-
empting them from the

EIA process would support
faster implementation.

However, environmen-
tal groups have rejected
this reasoning. Poovulagin
Nanbargal has called for
the immediate withdrawal
of the exemption, arguing
that WTE plants are among
the most hazardous pollut-
ing facilities and cannot be
safely operated. Citing stu-
dies from Chennai, Delhi
and Hyderabad, the group
said WTE plants have re-
peatedly been shown to
cause severe environmen-
tal and health damage.

“By removing the re-
quirement for prior envi-
ronmental clearance, the
government is effectively
silencing the communities
most affected by these pro-
jects,” the group said in a
statement. The National
Alliance for Climate and
Ecological Justice (NACE]),
in a recent statement, said
the reclassification of WTE
incinerators to the less
stringent ‘blue’ category
falsely portrays them as be-

nign ‘Essential Environ-
mental Services’ despite
their generation of vast
quantities of hazardous
bottom and fly ash requir-
ing secured landfilling.

“Inspections by CPCB it-
self have documented high
levels of heavy metals and
toxic chemicals in ash and
leachate from Delhi’'s WTE
plants, contradicting the
claim that these facilities
produce no hazardous
waste. Furthermore, CPCB
reports submitted to the
National Green Tribunal
have shown how none of
the 21 existing WTE plants
are compliant with the So-
lid Waste Management
Rules, 2016,” it said.

“There is an ongoing
postcard campaign against
the blue categorisation of
WTEs, as it will harm
health, increase pollution
and climate impacts, and
affect the jobs of millions
of waste workers,” Chythe-
nyen D.K. of the Centre for
Financial Accountability
said.

Corporation to increase councillors’ fund to
X80 lakh for improving waste management

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC) will in-
crease the councillor’s
fund to T80 lakh to im-
prove waste management.

Valasaravakkam Zone
(XI) Chairperson V. Rajan
called for an increase in
the allocation from %60
lakh to T80 lakh, and use

of additional funds for pur-
chasing bobcats (compact
loading vehicles), to curb
open dumping.

“These machines will
reduce the need for man-
power, and could be help-
ful during floods,” Mr. Ra-
jan said.

He recommended the
increase when asked how
they would meet the oper-
ational and maintenance

Source: The Hindu, 07 November 2025, p. 5
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costs of the machinery at
the recent council
meeting.

He further said the ma-
chines in the current fleet
were inadequate, and that
bobcats were in high de-
mand across various zones
as they could be used to
clear construction debris
and desilt canals.

The GCC assigns one
vehicle per unit, covering

five wards, but these vehi-
cles are often sent to diffe-
rent locations based on
complaints.

“When a complaint
reaches the Commission-
er, the vehicle is sent to
that location. If the Mayor
receives another, it is sent
elsewhere,” he said.

Councillors have raised
concern that the shortage
of machinery hindered

swift response and de-
layed removal of debris.

Deputy Mayor M. Ma-
gesh Kumaar pointed out
that the GCC had pro-
mised to deploy a bobcat
for each ward, but had
failed to do so.

Mayor R. Priya acknow-
ledged the growing de-
mand for vehicles and
equipment related to
cleaning operations.



Climate action tracker
launched to achieve
net zero across State

i

Minister for Finance and Environment Thangam Thennarasu
launching the climate action tracker in the city on Friday. Additional
Chief Secretary Supriya Sahu is also seen. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Finance, Envi-
ronment and Climate
Change Thangam Thenna-
rasu launched the ‘Climate
Action Tracker for Tamil
Nadu’ and ‘Climate Decar-
bonisation Pathways’ for
some districts, including
Ramanathapuram, Virud-
hunagar, Coimbatore, and
Nilgiris.

A complete analysis of
each of these districts has
been carried out with the
support of Vasudha Foun-
dation and government
agencies.

Decarbonisation
“Today, we are launching
the district decarbonisa-
tion action plan and the
Tamil Nadu climate action
tracker - two powerful in-
struments that will guide
our path to net zero, dis-
trict by district and com-
munity by community.
This framework will be
progressively  expanded
across the State,” Mr. Then-
narasu said.

He said the Tamil Nadu
government was commit-
ted to building an econo-
my that was not only
strong and competitive,
but also resilient, inclusive,
and environmentally res-
ponsible.

Mr. Thennarasu also
highlighted various
schemes, and said the
Meendum Manjappai

movement had become a
symbol of responsible con-
sumption. “Under the
Thooimai Mission, we are
transforming waste man-
agement to build a cleaner
Tamil Nadu,” he said.

He added: “As we ad-
vance, financing this tran-
sition is key. Implementing
plans will require a mix of
public investments, private
partnerships, CSR partner-
ships, and innovative in-
struments such as green
and transition bonds.”

Energy targets

Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Environ-
ment, Climate Change and
Forests Department, said
District Collectors and all
stakeholders would have
the blueprint.

She explained how each
target would be measured
and recorded on the track-
er.

She said: “Tamil Nadu
has added close to 10 GW
of renewable energy in the
installed capacity in the
last five years. If you look at
the entire energy scenario
in our State today, 60% of
the total installed capacity
is from renewables.”

Montek Singh Ahluwa-
lia, Governing Council
Member of the Tamil Nadu
Climate Change Mission,
pointed out that large in-
dustries would soon face li-
mits on emissions. “It’s on-
ly a start; the framework
will develop over time.”

Source: The Hindu, 01 November 2025, p. 4

Climate technology
start-up initiative set
to take off in Tiruchi

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUCHI

Tiruchi Regional Engineer-
ing College Science and
Technology Entrepreneurs
Park (TREC-STEP) will be
anchoring a climate inno-
vation incubation and
scale-up ecosystem, which
is considered to be the first
of its kind in India.

The Green Climate Fund
(GCF), promoted by the UN
Framework Convention
for Climate Change, en-
dorsed TREC-STEP’s BEA-
CON INDIA programme
(Building Ecosystem for
Accelerating Contribution
to NDC through Climate In-
novation Incubation for In-
dia), at its board meeting
held in Seoul in South Ko-
rea recently.

The programme has a
total investment of $93.98
million, including a GCF
contribution of $24.99 mil-
lion through a mix of grant
and concessional loan sup-
port.

It aims to reduce or
avoid 1.08 million tonnes
of carbon dioxide emis-
sions, directly benefit
about 872,000 people, and
reach over 2 million indi-
rectly through improved li-
velihoods, energy access,
and resilience outcomes.

“Entrepreneurial com-

munities in India’s start-up
space are more attracted
towards e-commerce, gam-
ing, education tech, and
fintech; we wanted to at-
tract start-ups towards cli-
mate, then focus on the
green technology space
and incubate them. We
opted for blended finance
with private investors, to
provide step-up funding
for the next stage of
growth,” R.M.P. Jawahar,
executive director, TREC-
STEP, told The Hindu.

Managed by Tata Capital
and Small Industries Deve-
lopment Bank of India, the
programme will deploy a
revolving fund combining
GCF concessional capital
and domestic co-finance.

Approximately 1,000
climate ventures will be
identified across Tamil Na-
du, out of which 100 inno-
vative start-ups will be se-
lected for further scrutiny,
and funding would be pro-
vided for 50 ventures from
the shortlisted ones, said
Mr. Jawahar.

BEACON would be look-
ing at start-ups that are fo-
cused on adapting to the
impact of climate change,
said TREC-STEP general
manager Gita Chengappa.

The programme is sche-
duled to be officially
launched in early 2026.

Source: The Hindu, 09 November 2025, p. 6
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TNSWA reports
delay in release of
funds for dredging
project in Ennore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State Wet-
land Authority (TNSWA)
has reported a delay in the
effort to remove the inva-
sive charru mussels from
Ennore Creek, with the
390-crore dredging pro-
ject still on hold owing to
the delay in releasing the
required funds.

In arecent report to the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), it confirmed that
despite multiple follow-
ups, the funds needed to
begin the work had not
been approved.

Srinivas R. Reddy, Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Head of Forest
Force) and TNSWA Mem-
ber-Secretary, submitted
the report, stating that the
dredging project proposal
was developed after a
meeting in late July 2025,
wherein officials of the
Water Resources and Fish-
eries Departments came
together to address the
growing mussel infesta-
tion. However, the re-
quired funds had not been
sanctioned.

In its earlier order, the
NGT expressed frustration
over the delay, noting that
several weeks had passed
since the proposal was put
forward, but the funds
had not been released.

At a meeting convened
on September 17 this year,
the Chief Secretary direct-
ed the departments and

institutions concerned to
submit the final reports
and initiate coordinated
field interventions for con-
trol and eradication of the
invasive species.
According to the final
report submitted by the
National Centre for Sus-
tainable Coastal Manage-
ment (NCSCM) on October
22, invasive mussels were
found in 40% of the 249
sampling sites in Ennore
Creek. The rate of infesta-
tion was the highest near
bridges, mangroves, and
industrial discharge
points, indicating the in-
fluence of ballast water
and pollution. The inva-
sion had degraded habi-
tats, displaced native biv-
alves, and reduced fishers’
monthly income from
330,000-350,000 to
35,000-%10,000, forcing
many to abandon freshwa-
ter fishing, the report said.
It recommended identi-
fying and isolating hot-
spots, incentivising com-

munity-led manual
removal before the mon-
soon, and using con-

trolled freshwater flushing
to prevent recolonisation.
It also called for continu-
ous monitoring, value-ad-
ded use of removed bio-
mass, and coordinated
efforts among research
bodies, local communi-
ties, and government de-
partments.

It noted sampling limi-
tations due to unseasonal
rain.

Source: The Hindu, 26 November 2025, p. 3

Experts bat for increasing
carbon sequestration of solil,
prioritising endemic trees

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

There is a need to increase
carbon sequestration in
the soil, which is 0.15% at
present against the pre-
ferred figure of 2% to 5 %,
Sultan Ahmed Ismail,
Member, State Planning
Commission, said at The
Hindu Sustainability Sum-
mit 2025.

Mr. Ismail also called for
more interaction among
government departments.
He was speaking at a panel
discussion on ‘Policy and
Governance for Climate
Action-How Regulation, In-
centives, and Public-Priv-
ate Collaboration Can Ac-
celerate Sustainable
Growth’, moderated by Ku-
nal Shankar, Deputy Busi-
ness Editor, The Hindu.

The ecologist also called
upon industries to grow
endemic trees and not go
in for varieties that grow
fast. Trees help to increase
earthworm  populations
and they nurture soil mi-
crobes.

Rohit Agrawala, Direc-
tor (Finance), Chennai Pe-
troleum Corporation Li-
mited, said his company
believed that the planet,
the people, and profits
cannot be isolated. “A pio-
neer in water conserva-
tion, usage and treatment,
we have created a sustaina-
bility index for our own
processes. We have data on
how our CSR activities im-
pact the people. We also
have a road map for
achieving net zero and are
committed to it. CPCL op-
erates with zero freshwater
drawal and runs Asia’s first
sewerage reclamation
plant, along with a 5.8
MGD desalination unit en-
suring circular water use.”

“Extensive  rainwater
harvesting across 57 sites
and storm-water pond aug-

Panellists at a session on *Policy and Governance for Climate Action’

held at The Hindu Sustainability Summit 2025. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

mentation to 79,500 KL
have enhanced waterbed
recharge and flood resi-
lience, reinforcing CPCL's
long-term water security
vision. The refinery’s clean
energy transition includes
RLNG, BS-VI fuels, and 17.6
MW of solar and wind pow-
er, with the upcoming 400
kV grid enabling 100 MW
renewable import,” he
added.

CPCL is among the few
companies in the oil indus-
try that voluntarily adopt-
ed integrated annual re-
porting  with  limited
assurance and business
responsibility and sustain-
ability reporting (BRSR).
This marks a significant
milestone in our journey
towards transparent and
accountable environmen-
tal, social, and governance
(ESG) disclosures. The in-
tegrated annual report
highlights how CPCL
creates value across finan-
cial, manufactured, intel-
lectual, human, social, and
natural capitals, while
aligning each initiative
with the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals. These assurance
processes reflect our
strong governance frame-
work and reinforce stake-
holder trust in CPCL’s sus-
tainability commitments,
he added.

Jayanthi Raju Vadivelu,
Consulting Director, Cor-

Source: The Hindu, 08 November 2025, p. 10
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porate Sustainability and
Climate Change, ERM, said
corporate governance be-
gins at the top, where lea-
dership sets the tone and
vision, which is then tran-
slated into strategy and
policies that are imple-
mented through processes
and procedures.

Taking priority
Environmental concerns
have become a new priori-
ty as the climate change
impact intensifies. Organi-
sations must identify their
ESG issues and use them as
a foundation to attract fi-
nance for low-carbon tech-
nologies, not only for re-
porting. ESG disclosures
and ratings increase tran-
sparency for stakeholders,
but the true value lies in
leveraging them to drive
sustainable growth and
transformative change, she
added. Girish Palwe, Assis-
tant Mission Director, Ta-
mil Nadu Climate Change
Mission, Department of
Environment and Climate
Change, said the Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister's Green
Fellowship Programme,
being implemented in all
the districts in the State,
was doing well. Phase-I has
been completed. He added
that policies will not work
unless there is a bottom-
first approach, and one so-
lution for all issues will not
work.



How TN’s small towns are
trying to clean up their act

Pics: K. Antony Xavier & J Jackson

While cities such as Chennai and Kovai have
made strides in waste management, semi-urban
areas are catching up with eco-friendly festivals,

street sweeps and community-led composting

RK Jaishree Karthiga

silent movement is sweeping
across Tamil Nadu, through
the centre of its crowded cit-
ies and across its calm vil-
ges —it is the heightened
awareness of the need for cleanliness.

Morning sweeping of streets,
proper disposal of temple waste and
cleaner marketplaces are signs of the
cultural shift in smaller towns. Local
festivals now include eco-friendly
practices such as using banana leaves
instead of plastic plates. Tea shops
and roadside vendors are adopting
reusable cups. These small changes,
when multiplied across communities,
create a ripple effect.

Scenario-based research of the peri-
urban areas in Tamil Nadu demon-
strates that community-led initiatives
especially those that involve school
children and women’s self-help groups
have the power to increase participation
and lead to sustainable changes. The
pilot project with 12 villages in Tanjore
in 2022 proved that when waste segrega-
tion is coupled with visual dashboards
and weekly clean-up events, compliance
can increase by 38% within three
months. These results point to the neces-
sity of embodied learning and localized
pedagogy in the context of sanitation.

The challenge is not only to clean; it
is also to improve systems, change at-
titudes and make cleanliness a shared
duty among all age groups.

One of the state’s measures under
the Swachh Bharat Mission to handle
solid waste is the bio-mining of landfills
and decentralizing daily waste manage-
ment through micro-composting units.

The Z654cr scheme that was unveiled
was to do bio-mining for more than 160
acres of waste. Kumbakonam town did
bio-mining as a pilot project for 4.5 acres
and transformed its old dumping site
into a public park in less than a year in
2021. The model, which was largely de-
pendent on daily segregation, compost-
ing, and community participation, has
become the standard in other cities that
have taken Kumbakonam’s lead. Local
bodies in Trichy, Vellore, Poonamallee
and Pammal, for instance, have also
witnessed the growth of waste segrega-
tion and declared that they are less de-
pendent on landfills.

In another example, in April, Great-
er Chennai corporation (GCC) an-
nounced the use of ride-on suction
sweepers and mechanised street wash-
ing vehicles for a pilot programme. The
vehicles operate during the early morn-

ing hours so people are not disturbed as
well as to remove dust to the maximum
extent before the start of the day.

This isa partof abigger plan tofight
urban dust pollution mainly from roads
and construction debris that are the
main cause of respiratory health prob-
lems, and the policy thus contributes
substantially to health care. The mech-
anised morning sweeping is sup-
plemented by manual sweeping
being done in residential areas.
These practices are progres-
sively being adopted in small
municipalities as well. Towns
such as Trichy and Vellore
under the Tamil Nadu Urban
Sanitation Support Pro-
gramme (TNUSSP) have
taken steps to integrate regu-
lar morning street cleaning
as part of their sanitation
protocols, which are supported
by visual dashboards and com-
munity monitoring.

Tamil Nadu’s sanitation re-
formsare in line with the national and
regional regulations such as the Solid
Waste Management Rules (2016) that
require the implementation of meas-
ures such as decentralised composting,
door-to-door collection, and source seg-
regation, and the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion which aims to improve sanitation
and waste management in urban and
rural areas.

Tamil Nadu also enforces the Envi-
ronment Protection Act (1986), which
gives the authority to control pollution
and protect ecological health.

The Tamil Nadu Public Health Act
(1939) is one of the earliest legal meas-
ures in India that directly links sanita-
tion to health improvement. The Act
empowered local health officers for in-
spections, regulation of offensive
trades, ensuring the proper func-
tioningof drainageandsewage
systems, and taking steps to
prevent infectious diseases
through sanitation enforce-
ment.

The policy wasbasedon |
the idea that by controlling |
environmental factors
such as waste and water
quality, the occurrence of
diseases could be reduced.
The sanitary provisions,
which form the legal basis
for the sanitation practices
in Tamil Nadu, are ap-
plicable to peri-urban
areas and have
been extended to

Source: The Times of India, 03 November 2025, p. 6
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the rural localities where there is a
shortage of facilities.

The United Nations Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 6: Clean Water and
Sanitation aligns with Tamil Nadu’s
cleanliness campaign. By 2030, everyone
must have access to clean water, ade-
quate sanitation, and hygienic condi-
tions. This goal is furthered by each
compost pit dug, waste bin placed, and
an awareness campaign started. Sanita-
tion and clean water are essential to
human development and dignity; they
are not extravagances.

Public health benefits
directly from better

THE RIGHT MOVES: (Above) Citizen-
led clean-up drive in Kovai; proper
waste disposal strategies needed

waste management. People
start taking responsibility for
their surroundings when they
realise how a plastic wrapper
or food waste can make them
sick. Community members be-
come more proactive, organis-
ing clean-ups, sorting trash and
demanding better govt services.
While panchayats and self-help
groups are also promoting cleanli-
ness and sustainability, more can be
done. If, for instance, registered self-help
groups receive economic aid from the
Tamil Nadu Construction Workers Wel-
fare Board to improve communities,
and if these women-led groups are en-
couraged to participate in sanitation
drives, awareness campaigns and eco-
friendly practices, they can take charge
of local cleanliness efforts such as waste
segregation, composting and public
space maintenance.

Community-led change is possible
when given resources and trust, as
shown by these grassroots actions.

(The writer is associate professor at
the School of Social Sciences & Lan-
guages at associate professor at VIT

University in Chennai)

Email your feedback with
name and address

to southpole.
toi@timesofindia.
com



WRD initiates talks with World Bank
to roll out city’s Water Security Plan

A preliminary meeting was held to discuss water conservation projects. WRD officials say they will soon begin groundwork

to execute 50-60 projects. The dept. expects to harness at least 6 tmcft of water through priority projects in the first phase

WATER WATCH

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

s the next step to-
Awards making
Chennai water- and

climate-resilient through a
Water Security Plan, the
Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) has initiated
discussions with the World
Bank to identify priority
projects and finalise fund-
ing support.

A preliminary meeting
was held between WRD of-
ficials and World Bank re-
presentatives to discuss
water conservation pro-
jects to bridge the widen-
ing gap between water de-
mand and supply, and also
build flood-resilient infras-
tructure.

This follows the State
government’s  approval
earlier this year of the com-
prehensive plan, which re-
commended nearly 704
projects worth 20,000

Conservation initiative: The WRD plans to enhance the storage
capacity of major reservoirs like Poondi and nearly 110 tanks in
Chennai and its surrounding districts. FILE PHOTO

(CMA) and mitigate the im-
pact of climate change on
water resources.

With the goal of making
Chennai water secure by
2047, the WRD aims at
creating an additional stor-
age capacity of 20.5 thou-
sand million cubic feet
(tmcft) through various in-
itiatives under the Chennai
City Partnership Pro-
gramme,

the city alone would rise to
22.52 tmcft by 2050.

Officials of the WRD said
they would soon begin pre-
liminary works to execute
50-60 projects on priority
over the next three or four
years. Discussions are un-
der way to implement the
projects through public-
private partnerships in a
phased manner.

To optimise water con-

tanks in Chennai and its
surrounding districts, as
well as major reservoirs,
including Poondi. Addi-
tionally, it plans to build
new storage structures and
riverine reservoirs across
various waterways, includ-
ing Palar and Kosasthalai-
yar rivers.

“We are aiming for low-
investment, high-impact
conservation  measures
that can be implemented
quickly without major hur-
dles. The check dams
across the Palar, which are
already overflowing, will
be used to further enhance
water conservation,” an of-
ficial said.

The department ex-
pects to harness at least six
tmcft of water through
priority projects worth
23,000 crore in the first
phase. For instance, the
waterbodies in Thiruninra-
vur, Nemam, Thaiyur, Nan-
divaram-Guduvanchery,
Pillaipakkam and Mana-
mathi would be converted
into reservoirs with im-

be chosen to conserve re-
sources and reduce flood-
ing. Local bodies in the
CMA will also be involved
in ensuring decentralised
water supply infrastruc-
ture.

Percolation ponds
Besides creating ground-
water recharge structures
such as recharge of Pan-
chetti well fields, and per-
colation ponds in zones af-
fected by  seawater
intrusion, including Min-
jur and Pazhaverkadu,
projects to establish mis-
sing links between water-
bodies and construct flood
regulators in tanks are in
the pipeline, officials ad-
ded.

The department is also
simultaneously working in
partnership with JICA (Ja-
pan International Cooper-
ation Agency) to imple-
ment flood mitigation
projects in the city’s core
areas. Once the project
proposals for the first
phase are finalised, the de-

crore to decentralise water
supply system in the Chen-
nai Metropolitan Area

Chennai
study had estimated that
the freshwater demand in

Metrowater’s

servation, the department
plans to enhance the stor-
age capacity of nearly 110

proved storage capacity.
Tail-end tanks of each
chain of waterbodies will

approval.

Balapuram transforms from drought-hit
village into national water award winner

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Onceaparchedland
where villagers walked miles
for a pot of water, Balapuram
in Tiruvallur district now
brims with greenery and gro-
undwater. This transforma-
tion hasfetched it the National
Water Award 2024 for Best Vil-
lage Panchayat.

Over the past three years,
Balapuram had faced severe
drought, and agriculture was
affected. However, it transfor-
med intoamodel of climate-re-
silient governance through a
combination of traditional
wisdom, scientific interven-
tions, and community partici-
pation. Its efforts led to a 30-
40% improvement in ground-
water levels and a remarkable
revival of thelocal ecosystem.

Out of 300 panchayats that
applied for the award, 30 were
selected, and out of these, six

RESILIENCE MATTERS: The panchayat rejuvenated 60 wter bodies

toi

were selected for final awards.
Balapuram secured the third
spot. “Through a community-
driven campaign, the pancha-
yat rejuvenated 60 water bodi-
es, including 20 check dams, 9
percolation ponds, 18 farm
ponds, 6 ooranis, 6 traditional
tanks, and a minor irrigation
tank. Additionally, 51 new wa-
ter recharge structures were
created—among them 285 so-
ak pits, 43 rooftop rainwater
harvesting systems, and 7 lar-

ge-scale RWH units in public
buildings," said V R Gomathy;
assistant executive engineer,
Rural Development Depart-
ment.

These interventions have
strengthened drought resili-
enceand improved year-round
water availability across the
village. "Besides, Balapuram
shifted from water-intensive
crops to drought-tolerant vari-
eties such as groundnut, black
gram, ragi, and vegetables,

while introducing drip irriga-
tion across 6 hectares for coco-
nut and floriculture. The re-
sult: cropping intensity incre-
ased," said Venkatesan, a far-
mer from Balapuram.

Alarge-scale greening mis-
sion saw the plantation of
24,500 saplings of native, fruit-
bearing, and medicinal speci-
es. The creation of 2,500 water
absorption trenches and 750
avenue trees has helped redu-
ce surface run-off, lower local
temperatures by upto4°C,and
enhance biodiversity, added
officials.

The village achieved 100
percent solid waste segrega-
tion, with composting and gre-
ywater management integra-
ted into daily life. All house-
holds now enjoy 100 percent
tap water coverage under the
Jal Jeevan Mission, with over
4,000metres of new pipelines
ensuring safe drinking water
for every home.
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Ecological balance: Jackals, otters
increasingly sighted at Plchavaram

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tourists who ar-
rive at Pichavaram to take
in one of the world’s largest
mangrove ecosystems by
boating through its tangled
green tunnels now regular-
ly get to see Indian jackals
and smooth-coated otters
too during the day, a sign
thatecological balance isre-
turningtothearea.

Over the past six
months, these elusive crea-
tures have become the high-
light of Pichavaram’s eco-
tours. Jackals venture out
even when there are vis-
itors, darting across the
mudflats or resting near the
water’s edge. The otters

CAUGHT ON CA :An Indlan jackal at Plchavaram

glide effortlessly through
the clear, fish-rich creeks.
Forestrange officer B Ig-
bal said the department is
planning a census to esti-
mate the jackal population.
“We believe there are more

‘Sightings highlight
ecological balance’

*FromP1

too have increased in the

past six months. Otter
sightings were not reported
earlier, he said. Spread over
1,400 hectares, the Pichava-
ram mangroves are dominat-
ed by Avicennia marina, a
species that thrives even in
shallow waters and formsnat-
ural burrows ideal for jackal
dens.

Years of conservation and
replanting rejuvenated large
portions of this ecosystem,
leading to a surge in fish,
prawn and crab populations
— the primary food sources
for both otters and jackals.

Forest officials said these
sightings underscore a deep-
er success story, ecological
balance returning to Pichava-

Iqbal said otter sightings

‘OTTER’ NATIVES

ram. Conservationists, how-
ever, caution against human
intrusion in this recovering
ecosystem.

With wildlife making a
comeback, they want the au-
thorities to ban film shoots
and other disruptive activ-
ities within the mangrove
channels. The harmony be-
tween conservation and tou-
rism, they warn, can last only
if the ecosystem remains pro-
tected.

than 100 of them inhabiting
various mangrove patches.
Tourists now see them al-
most daily during boat
rides,” he said.

p Otter sightings, P4

Source: The Times of India, 05 November 2025, p. 1 and 4
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Chennai among five cities that
face risk of land sinking: study

The study says 2406 buildings across Chennai, Delhi and Mumbai are at high risk of structural damage due to land sinking

caused by groundwater over-exploitation. Geological formation and seawater intrusion may lower risk in Chennai: experts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ive Indian cities, in-
F cluding  Chennai,

face a rising threat
of land subsidence, which
could increase the risk of
damage to buildings, due
to groundwater over-ex-
ploitation, according to a
recent study.

The study published in
the journal, Nature Sustain-
ability, noted that 2,406
buildings across Chennai,
Delhi and Mumbai were at
high risk of structural dam-
age due to land subsi-
dence. If the trend conti-
nued for five decades, an
additional 23,529 buildings
in Chennai, Delhi, Mum-
bai, Kolkata and Bengaluru
could also face high risk.

Using InSAR — a satel-
lite-based technique — and
satellite radar observations
from 2015 to 2023, the re-
searchers found that peo-
ple were exposed to gra-
dual land subsidence, or
sinking of the ground sur-
face, of more than 4 mm
per year.

‘Need field validation’

However, groundwater ex-
perts say while the study
provides an indication of
the threat in major cities,
the results need field vali-
dation for coastal cities
such as Chennai, where de-
pleting groundwater is of-
ten replaced by seawater.

=

4 s

Sensitive spots: The study identifies hotspats of subsidence around the floodplains of the Adyar and

\

areas such as Valasaravakkam, Kodambakkam, Alandur, and Tondiarpet. It also considers K.K. Nagar
and Tondiarpet as major hotspots owing to over-extraction of groundwater. FILE PHOTO

While land sinking
alone may not cause
building collapse, it
can amplify impact

of other hazards, say
researchers

This would mean a lower
risk of land subsidence.

The findings should
serve as a warning, high-
lighting the urgent need
for sustainable groundwa-
ter management, they
said.

The study — conducted
by a team of researchers at
the Institute for Water, En-

Source: The Hindu, 03 November 2025, p. 2

vironment and Health of
the United Nations Univer-
sity in Canada — found wi-
despread subsidence in ci-
ties, including Chennai,
where the ground is sink-
ing by 31.7 mm per year.

Some hotspots of subsi-
dence were observed
around the floodplains of
the Adyar and areas such
as Valasaravakkam, Ko-
dambakkam, Alandur, and
Tondiarpet. The study also
identified K.K. Nagar and
Tondiarpet as major hot-
spots owing to groundwa-
ter over-extraction.

It warned that nearly
958 buildings in Chennai

could face high risk of
damage in 30 years.

The compression of soft
river alluvium deposits
from Holocene fluvial sedi-
ments, especially in the
floodplains of the Adyar,
triggered by groundwater
over-extraction, could be
one of the causes of land
sinking, it said.

While land subsidence
may not directly cause
building collapse, the re-
searchers said it could am-
plify the impact of other
hazards, calling for land
subsidence-resilient infras-
tructure.

Groundwater experts,
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however, emphasised the
need for further field inves-
tigations.

L. Elango, visiting facul-
ty, Hydraulics and Water
Resources  Engineering
Group, Department of Civil
Engineering, IIT-Madras,
said land subsidence was
more likely in cities such as
Kolkata.

“We have done a study
on land subsidence threat
in Kolkata, which has a
confined aquifer, overlaid
by a thick layer of clay.
When groundwater is over-
extracted, the clay layer
may lose water, leading to
land subsidence,” he said.

City’s unique scenario
The scenario in Chennai is
different, given its geologi-
cal formation and predo-
minantly unconfined aquif-
er. Groundwater
withdrawal is less likely to
cause land subsidence, as
most areas recover their
water levels during the
MONSOO!.

Additionally, areas close
to the coast, such as Ton-
diarpet, experience seawa-
ter intrusion, and localities
south of Adyar are rocky.
The fluvial sediments of
the Adyar river basin are of
limited thickness.

“Data acquired from In-
SAR-based measurements
may not always be accu-
rate, as the map also shows
regions with rising ground
level,” Prof. Elango said.



The Trek TN initiative has introduced 40 routes, attracting over 15000 trekkers

‘ENCHANTING TAMIL NADU’. =  ~

WANTS YOU TO SEE MORE
OF ITS

Vivek Narayanan & Oppili P | TNN

elieved to be the spot where

sage Agastya placed his yoga

danda (wooden staff) in pen-

ance millennia ago, the fa-

bled landscapes of Shenba-
gadevi falls have long drawn devotees
in search of the mystical. Now, the
govt hopes to attract a new kind of
pilgrim — the trekker.

From forested slopes and stream
crossings to steep climbs leading to
ancient dolmens, the rugged Kullar
Caves trail in Tiruvannamalai is
among the latest to join Trek
Tamil Nadu’s expanding eco-
adventure network.

Launched on Nov 1,
2024, as a flagship initia-
tive under the Tamil
Nadu Wilderness Expe-
riences Corporation
(TNWEC), Trek Tamil
Nadu marks a year of
redefining eco-adven-
ture tourism in the
state, offering safe and
sustainable trekking
experiences across its
forest and wildlife land-
scapes, taking the spirit of
itstagline ‘Enchanting Tamil
Nadu’ to its remotest corners.

Over the past year, 40 trek-
king routes, attracting more than
15,000 trekkers, including 5,000 wom-
en, have been introduced, generating
%1.83cr inrevenue. Of this, Z1.23crhas
been shared directly with local com-
munities through guide wages and
eco-development committees. Build-
ing on its success, plans are afoot to
add 10 more routes in Chengalpet,
Salem, Kanyakumari and Coim-
batore, while continuing advanced
guide training and promoting com-
munity-based ecotourism across the
state. About 130 guides, most of them
from tribal and forest-fringe villages,
have been trained.

“Trekkers are surprised to learn
how Tamil Nadu is home to such in-
credible wildlife,” says Kumaresan,
alocal guide. “At Shenbagathoppu in
Virudhunagar and Chinnar in Udu-
malpet, you can spot the grizzled gi-
ant squirrel. Along the Cauvery at
Biligundulu-Rasimanal, there are

ON THE RIGHT TRACK: Trek TN has
generated significant revenue shared
with local communities, with plans
to add more trails and campsites

freshwater crocodiles and the Mala-
bar grey hornbill. And at Kalikesam
in Kanyakumari, we’ve even intro-
duced hibiscus-based drinks made
right in the forest for trekkers.”
Sometimes you spot elephants in
the distance or animals drinking
from a valley stream, says Chandra-
kanth R, an official from Trek Tamil
Nadu. “Folklore and mythology are
added attractions on these treks,
apart from the wildlife sightings. Our
guides come from the tribes who have
lived here for generations. It’s inter-
esting to see their customs. For exam-

Source: The Times of India, 13 November 2025, p. 6

ple, most consid-
er the hills their
ancestors, so
‘won't even point
in their direc-
tion while they
guide visitors.
Every turn on
the trail has a
story to tell.”
Giving the re-
sponsibility in the
hands of well-in-
formed local communi-
ties is the key to sustain-
able ecotourism. We are
training local youth as guides,
says Supriya Sahu, additional
chief secretary, environment, cli-
mate change and forests. “We are
getting more stringent with the rules.
Unauthorised entry into forest areas
will be considered trespass.”

Guides carry trash bags and dis-
posal is streamlined, says Chandra-
kanth. “No plastics are allowed. Food
is served in steel containers. We fol-
low all the rules under TN forest and
wildlife regulation of trekking rules.
‘We follow designated trek paths
cleared by the local forest officials
and don’tinterfere with animal move-
ment. If forest officers hint at move-
ment, we cancel the trek and refund
the money.”

While the first phase is about
opening up trails, the next is about
soaking it all in. “Camp sites,” says
Vismiju Viswanathan, managing di-

Chinnar offers a guided trekking
trail that runs along a river. Expect
changing landscapes from scrub
jungle to deciduous and
riverine forests. It's a
butterfly watchers, %
with the rare grizzled
giant squirrel often
spotted in the canopy
» Dams, falls and viewpoints mark
from Madurai. Starting at the
Thenpalani checkpost, the 12km
trail weaves through
scrub forests, rocky
stretches and
Spot the blue-faced
Malkoha or listen to its call
— acroaky ‘kraa’ when startled,
otherwise a soft ‘pe-000’
» A 20km, eight-hour trail in Ooty's
Mukurthi Hut, a
colonial-era rest stop
tucked inside the thick
Shola forests. This
place offers captivating

» About 38km from Udumalpet,
haven for bird and

the Chinna Suruli trek, a few hours
montane grasslands.

Parson Valley leads to

frames of the Nilgiris

rector, TNWEC. “Picture staying in
near a tribal hamlet inside the forest,
sleeping in a tent under the stars and
goingonajeep safariat dawn. Aspart
of our expansion, the upcoming
Sethumadai campsite will cater to the

TENVol. 11 Issue Il | November 2025 | Page 55

Pics courtesy: Balasubramaniam P
growing demand for stay options.”
Vismiju adds that they are developing
it near a tribal hamlet, so people can
enjoy local cuisine, which would also
help create sustainable livelihoods.

From Sethumadali, trekkers can
access nine trails including Pungan-
odai, Pandaravarai, Alamarapallam
and Chital, ranging from 4km to
16km, and varying from easy to
tough.

Trek Tamil Nadu has also tied up
with Tamil Nadu Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation to integrate treks
intofour of itstour packages at Long-
wood Shola in the Nilgiris, Kutlad-
ampatti Falls near Madurai, Theer-
thaparai and Shenbagadevi near
Courtallam, offering visitors three-
day or four-day combined travel and
trek experiences.

Officials say that some treks have
been on hold due to chances of land-
slides and heavy rains. “This disrup-
tion is temporary,” says an official.

Trekkers feel there is a lot to ex-
plore within the state. “Topslip in the
Anamalai hills still feels magic, every
stretch tells a new story. You see tiger
pugmarks and hear toots of hornbills
between the trails. At Shenbagath-
oppu, I watched an Indian gaur up
close. At Gudiyam caves, even stones
whisper myths,” says trekker Balasu-
bramaniam P, of exotic camp.

Email your feedback with
name and address to southpole.
toi@timesofindia.com



Thriving neer maruthu trees in MTR
give refuge to endangered vultures

Researchers recorded the presence of more than 10,000 Terminalia arjuna trees and 56 nests of White-rumped vultures

in those trees in the Moyar valley of MTR. The largest number of trees was found in the Segur and Masinagudi ranges

Rohan Premkumar
UDHAGAMANDALAM

esearchers from
Rthe Advanced In-
stitute for Wildlife

Conservation, Chennai,
and the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department have enumer-
ated more than 10,000
thriving Terminalia arjuna
(known as neer maruthu in
Tamil) trees in the Moyar
valley of the Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve (MTR).

The trees serve as a
nesting site for the critical-
ly endangered White-
rumped vulture (Gyps ben-
galensis) in the region, and
it is hoped that the study
would provide valuable in-
sights for conservation in-
itiatives to help planners
assist the vulture popula-
tions in expanding into
habitats surrounding MTR,
from where they have eith-
er diminished in numbers
or disappeared entirely.

The work, funded by
the Mudumalai Tiger Con-
servation Foundation, Ud-
hagamandalam was car-
ried out in 2024 along the
long and winding stretch of
the main Moyar river, and
also covered several of its
tributaries — Avarallah,
Bhoodhipatti, Edakkara-
pallam, lyanmathi, Kakka-
nallah, Kedarallah, Kok-
kalthuraihallah, Konam-
asipatti, Mukurthipallam,
Poochapallam, Segurallah,
Siriyurallah, and Varapal-
lam streams.

Along with the enumer-
ation of the Terminalia ar-
juna trees in MTR, the
girth, height, and the re-

generation status of the
tree species were also
recorded.

Healthy presence
Researchers S. Iyanar, Ma-
lavika S. Nair, and Thiru-
murugan Vedagiri record-
ed the presence of 10,127
trees along the 77.6-km
stretch of the river in MTR.
About 93% of these trees
were found to be alive and
thriving along the river-
course, indicating a
healthy population.
Mortality was observed
in only 7% of Terminalia ar-
Jjuna trees, which is low in
ecological terms, the re-
searchers said. Also, these
trees hold a rich biomass
(93,589.6 tonnes) and car-

bon  stock  (46,794.8
tonnes) in the landscape,
they added.

A short publication of

Source: The Hindu, 10 November 2025, p. 5
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Safe space: The Terminalia arjuna or neer maruthu trees serve as a nesting site for the critically
endangered White-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis) in the region. M. SATHYAMOORTHY

the findings of the team,
titled ‘Status and ecologi-
cal significance of Termina-
lia arjuna, a keystone spe-
cies in the riparian forest of
Moyar River Valley in Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve,
Southern India, and auth-
ored by researchers includ-
ing S. Tyanar, V. Thirumur-
gan et al., was published in
2025 in the Journal of Wil-
dlife Sciences.

The researcher said the
largest number of trees
was found in the Segur and
Masinagudi ranges. “The
number of trees in various
size classes showed signifi-
cant variation amongst the
forest ranges,” the authors
said, adding that trees in
the Masinagudi, Segur, and
Theppakadu ranges “indi-
cated a healthy, regenerat-
ing forest with a considera-
ble number of young

>

trees”.

“In contrast, NES and
Singara ranges showed a
decline in the presence of
smaller size class trees, in-
dicating that these areas
have slow recruitment and
possible hindrance in the
establishment of young
trees,” they said.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Thirumurugan Vedagiri,
one of the lead authors of
the paper and project coor-
dinator from the Advanced
Institute for Wildlife Con-
servation, said the Moyar
valley is one of the strong-
holds of Terminalia arjuna,
and this bodes well for the
recovery of the highly en-
dangered White-rumped
vulture.

A haven
Researchers recorded the
presence of 56 nests of
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White-rumped  vultures
and 157 nests of Malabar
giant squirrels in the trees.
The trees also have ecolog-
ical associations with other
native plant species as well
as animals, with tigers and
leopards using the trees to
sharpen their claws, and
other species such as
marsh crocodiles, ele-
phants, and deer using the
shade from the trees to rest
and bask. Sloth bears, too,
depend on the trees as ter-
mites often build large
mounds near them, the re-
searchers said.

Mr. Thirumurugan ad-
ded that vultures prefer to
nest in trees that have large
crowns. “There is one tree
in the region with a crown
radius of 700 cm, where
vultures are known to nest
every year. Ensuring that
these trees are protected
from any pressures will
help vulture populations in
the long run,” he added.

R. Kiruba Shankar, Field
Director of MTR, said the
Forest Department was
working on encouraging
the re-establishment of na-
tive flora within the tiger
reserve through an ambi-
tious plan of eliminating
two of the region’s key in-
vasive species - Senna spec-
tabilis and Prosopis juliflora
from the landscape by the
end of 2026.

“We hope that these ef-
forts would lead to further
expansion of native flora
species through the re-
serve, ensuring more habi-
tat availability for species
such as the White-rumped
vulture,” Mr. Shankar said.



‘Senna spectabilis removed from 1,963
hectares in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve’

The trees have been identified on a total of 2448 hectares, and 80% of trees have been cleared, says T.N. Environment Secretary Supriya Sahu; the

State has created 2400 hectares of mangrove plantations in places such as Ennore and Adyar, and uses tech to reduce man-animal conflicts, she adds

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

upriya Sahu, Secre-
Stary, Environment,

Climate Change and
Forests, said on Friday
that Senna spectabilis, a
highly invasive tree, had
been removed from 1,963
hectares of land in the Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve
with the help of locals.

These trees have been
identified on a total of
2,448 hectares, and “we
have removed 80% of
them so far. They do not
help in biodiversity and
are not liked by animals
either. The cut trees are
being used for making
paper as the Forest De-
partment has tied up with
the Tamil Nadu Newsprint
and Papers Limited”, she
added.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the challenges
from invasive species in
forests by The Hindu’s
Chief of Bureau Ramya
Kannan at a fireside chat
on ‘Greening Tamil Nadu-
The State’s Climate Action
and Environmental Ste-
wardship’ at The Hindu
Sustainability Summit
2025, Ms. Sahu said many
of the projects the State
was implementing were
the “firsts” in India. “The
lessons that we learnt
have... informed our
work. Removal of invasive
species was one of the ma-
jor challenges faced by for-
est managers. They are
really taking over the for-
ests, not just here but el-
sewhere too.”

Government’s plan
Asked about the Tamil Na-
du government’s man-
grove mission, she said
mangroves are much bet-
ter at anchoring carbon;
they are a cradle of biodi-
versity; and are good bio-
shields against tsunami.
She cited the examples of
Muthupettai and Pichava-
ram where the mangroves
had shielded the local
communities from the tsu-
nami.

“We worked with sever-
al national agencies to

Source: The Hindu, 08 November 2025, p. 11

Ask the experts: A Q&A session in progress during the ‘Greening Tamil Nadu-The State’s Climate Action and Environmental Stewardship’ fireside
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map mangrove locations.
These are not just places
where they currently exist
but had existed earlier. We
worked with local people,
used data science and
technology, and created
around 2,400 hectares of
new mangrove plantations
in places such as Ennore
and Adyar. Those new

Tmt. Supriya Sahu - IAS
¢ onal Chief Secretary toGovemment,
‘ artment of Environment,
ate Change and Forests,
arnment of Tamil Nadu

Dgp

sustainability
summit 2525

patches are coming up
beautifully. We have creat-
ed massive nurseries to
grow the plants. One such
facility is at Ennore, which
has one lakh mangrove
plants,” she said.
Responding to a ques-
tion on man-animal con-
flict, Ms. Sahu said the
State had always followed

Supriya Sahu, Secretary, Environment, Climate Change and Forests, in conversation with Ramya Kannan, Chief of Bureau, The Hindu. . RAGU

a policy of co-existence
and not of elimination.
“There are strategies that
can help us, and the use of
technology is one of the
most important things
today.”

“With the coming of ar-
tificial intelligence, we
have set up Al cameras
and watchtowers in Ma-
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chat. R. RAGU

With the coming of
artificial intelligence, we
have set up Al cameras
and watchtowers in
Madukkarai where we
have saved the lives of
elephants

SUPRIYA SAHU

Secretary, Environment, Climate
Change and Forests

dukkarai where we have
saved the lives of ele-
phants. We are planning
to augment it [the project]
with drones in the near fu-
ture. In Gudalur, we are
setting up Al cameras in a
different terrain. They will
come into operation by
the end of this,” she ad-
ded.

Ms. Sahu also said that
ours is the only state in the
country to use more than
hundred anti-poaching
watchers from amongst
tribals, who are working
continuously with com-
munities and saving lives.
Giving compensation to fa-
milies of victims is also ve-
ry important, which is
why the Chief Minister M.
K. Stalin has set up a cor-
pus fund of F10 crore.



TN, UK launch heat resilience
centre to take on rising mercury

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government and the
UK jointly launched a Heat Resilience
Centre, positioning the state as one of
India’s first to set upa dedicated institu-
tional mechanism for heat-risk manage-
ment. The initiative, announced dur-
ing the signing of a Letter of
Intent (Lol) between the Tamil
Nadu Green Climate Company
and the UK Government, will
run under the UK's Climate Ac-
tion for a Resilient Asia (CARA)
programme until September
2026.

The centre will function as Tamil
Nadu's nodal institution for coordinat-
ing heat-risk management across de-
partments, helping build scientific gov-
ernance frameworks, strengthening
technical capacity, generating climate
data, developing heat action plans and

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 November 2025, p. 7

designing bankable climate-resilience
projects. “Extreme heat is one of the
most urgent climate challenges we face.
Tamil Nadu has already demonstrated
visionary leadership,” said Parliamen-
tary under secretary of State (Indo-Pa-
cific) Seema Malhotra, praising the state

for recognising heatwaves as a state-
specific disaster.

Additional chief secretary
(Environment, Climate Change
and Forests) Supriva Sahu
stressed the need for accurate
heat mapping to guide climate

planning.

The state also joined the global
Beat the Heat Implementation Drive,
launched at COP30 in Beléem (Brazil) ,
with 11 Tamil Nadu cities among the 15
Indian cities participating. The initia-
tive aims to accelerate sustainable cool-
ing and passive heat-resilience solutions
worldwide.
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Red alert! Microplastics in Chennai’s air
can carry toxins, microbes into your lungs

A personin a busy city market for 8 hrs can inhale 190 plastic particles, says peer-reviewed study

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

A new study has sounded the
alarm on what scientists are
calling a “new air pollutant”
inhalable microplastics. These
are microscopic plastic frag-
ments, less than 10 microme-
tres wide, small enough to slip
deep into human lungs. While
attention has long focused on
fine dust such as PM2.5, re-
searchers say its plastic equiva-
lent — polymer dust — is now
floating freely in the air we
breathe.

Published in Environment
International, the study is the
first systematic investigation
of airborne microplastics
{iMPs) across Indian cities. It
was conducted by researchers
from the Indian Institute of
Science Education and Re-
search (IISER) Kolkata, ATIMS
Kalvani, and the Institute of
Mathematical Sciences (IMSc),
Chennai.

Air samples were collected
from bustling marketplaces in
Kolkata, Delhi, Mumbai, and
Chennai. In Chennai, the team
sampled five high-footfall loca-
tions — T Nagar, Ritchie Street,
Phoenix Marketcity, Par-

ry’s Corner, and Zam =
® Toxic \
additives found:
Heavy metals (lead,
arsenic, chromium) and
phthalates
® Microbes
. identified: Bacteria
and fungi

(Py-GC-MS), the sci-

Bazaar Market — to
capture real-world
exposure levels.
Using advanced
pyrolysis—-gas
chromatography-
mass spectrometry

entists detected an aver-
age of 8.8 micrograms of
plastic per cubic metre of air
across all cities. In Chennai,
the concentration was about 4
pg/m?, lower than Kolkata (14
pg/m?*) and Delhi (13 pg/m?)
but still significant. Re-
searchers say the city’s
coastal winds help dis-
perse pollutants faster
than in landlocked re-
gions, but that does not
make the air safe.
“Although coastal

ventilation helps, the presence
of synthetic fibres from clothes,
plastic dust from waste sorting,
and debris from packaging
means the exposure is continu-
ous,” the study notes.
Chemical fingerprinting

tiny particles are not inertdust
— they can carry toxic chemi-
cals and microbes. The re-
searchers found phthalates and
heavy metals like lead, arsenic,
and chromium on microplastic
surfaces. Under a microscope,

showed polvester — mostly the team also identified fun-
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bha, senior sci-
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just surrounded by
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Source: The New Indian Express, 11 November 2025, p. 2

breast, and respiratory
illnesses
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Chennai: =190 plastic
partices/day
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According to

the study, a person
breathing in a busy
market for eight
hours a day could
inhale around 190
plastic particles
daily in Chennai,
compared with

300 in Delhi. Post-
monsoon and win-

ter evenings, when
synthetic clothing use
rises and air circulation
drops, showed

ASSESSMENT OF AIRBORNE
MICROPLASTICS

Cities covered: Kolkata, Delhi,
Mumbai, and Chennai
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the highest levels of airborne
microplastics. For Chennai, the
findings reveal a hidden layer
in its air pollution story The
city’s plastic recyeling hubs in
Perungudi and Kodungaivur,
textile units, and widespread
indoor use of plastics all con-
tribute to steady emissions. Ex-
perts warn that waste pickers,
market vendors, and children
face higher risks due to pro-
longed outdoor exposure.

“Chennai’s numbers may
seem lower, but chronic expo-
sure is what matters,” Ab-
hishek Biswas, Phd student at
IISER said. “These particles
don’t just vanish; they accumu-
late in our environment — and
possibly our bodies.”

Nikhil Chivukula, senior re-
search fellow at IMSe, who
worked under Prof Areejit Sa-
mal on the study, added that
their computational analysis
uncovered worryving links be-
tween plastic-associated chemi-
calsand disease. “This research
finds inhalation of iMPs laden
with respirable emerging con-
taminants (RECs) represents
anunexplored but critical layer
of theurban atmospheric expo-
some. We identified 28 such
chemicals — including carcino-
gens, endocrine disruptors,
neurotoxicants, and respirato-
ry irritants — many originat-
ing from everyday consumer
products like vehicles, cleaning
agents, and personal-care
items,” Chivukula said.

By mapping these chemicals
against known disease databas-
es, the IMSc team found associa-
tions with 72 diseases, with can-
cer being the most reported,
tollowed by endocrine, gastroin-

testinal, breast, and respirato-
ry disorders. “This suggests
airborne microplastics are
not just passive carriers

— they may transport
active chemical mix-

tures capable of trig-
yp— 4 gering a wide range
d.._f"_- *

of health effects,”
Chivukula said.



“Tamil Nadu is the only
State to declare as many
as 20 Ramsar wetlands’

Senior counsel P. Wilson, representing the Tamil Nadu State Wetland Authority (TNSWA), said the

State government was very keen on protecting the wetlands and not allowing them to vanish

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

amil Nadu is the on-
T ly State in the coun-

try to boast of as
many as 20 wetlands desig-
nated as ‘Ramsar sites’ of
international importance
in accordance with an in-
tergovernmental environ-
mental treaty signed at
Ramsar in Iran in 1971, the
State Wetland Authority
told the Madras High Court
on Wednesday .

Appearing before the
first Division Bench of
Chief Justice Manindra Mo-
han Shrivastava and Justice
G. Arul Murugan, senior
counsel P. Wilson, repre-
senting the Tamil Nadu
State Wetland Authority
(TNSWA), said the State go-
vernment was very keen
on protecting the wetlands
and not allowing them to
vanish.

When the Chief Justice
asked why then a public in-
terest litigation petition
had been filed in the court
alleging construction of
high-rise residential towers
within the Ramsar site
around Pallikaranai mar-
shland in Chennai, the se-
nior counsel said, the peti-

Contesting charges: Senior counsel P. Wilson said the ‘ground
truthing’ exercise to fix the Ramsar site’s boundaries at Pallikaranai
was yet to be concluded. FILE PHOTO

tioner’s averments remain
to be just allegations as on
date.

He said, the ‘ground
truthing’ exercise to fix the
boundaries of the Ramsar
site at Pallikaranai was yet
to be concluded fully and
that the Supreme Court, in
a case related to protection
of wetlands across the
country, had granted time
till December 2 for the
TNSWA to submit its
‘eround truthing’ report.

“The truth will come
out once the wetland
boundaries are identified
and once we place it before
Your Lordships. Once we

Source: The Hindu, 13 November 2025, p. 5

A PIL petition had
been filed alleging
construction of
high-rise residential
towers within the
Ramsar site

are able to fix the boundar-
ies and place the report be-
fore the State government
as well as this court, Your
Lordships will come to
know exactly where this
property lies,” he said.

Mr. Wilson urged the Di-
vision Bench to take up the
present PIL petition for
hearing after the Supreme
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Court hears the related
matter next on December
2. Accepting his submis-
sion, the judges directed
the High Court Registry to
list the case before them
on December 3.

They also extended, till
the next date of hearing,
an interim order that they
had passed on October 31,
2025 in the PIL petition
restraining private real es-
tate developer Brigade En-
terprises Limited from
constructing the high-rise
towers at its Pallikaranai
project.

J. Brezhnev, Chennai
suburban district legal
wing secretary of All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, had filed the
PIL petition alleging that
the high-rise towers had
been proposed right with-
in the 1,247.54 hectare
Ramsar site in Pallikaranai.

Accusing the Chennai
Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority of having
granted planning permis-
sion for the project on Ja-
nuary 23, 2025 without tak-
ing into account the
sensitive nature of the
land, the litigant had urged
the court to quash the per-
mission.



The Tamil Nadu model of sub-State climate action

and biodiversity conservation is anchored

in the belief that effective leadership
begins on the ground, where policies are
implemented, communities participate and
results can be measured. To translate this
principle into practice, the State created one of
India’s first dedicated agencies to coordinate and
track all climate-related work, i.e., the Tamil
Nadu Green Climate Company (TNGCC). Through
its four key missions — the The Tamil Nadu
Climate Change Mission (TNCCM), The Green
Tamil Nadu Mission (GTNM), The Tamil Nadu
Wetlands Mission (TNWM) and The Tamil Nadu
Coastal Restoration Mission (TN SHORE) — the
TNGCC drives emission reduction, ecosystem
restoration and livelihood resilience.

T amil Nadu’s approach to climate action

A net zero pathway, pilot districts

With the aim to make Tamil Nadu Net Zero well
before 2070, the State has released a detailed
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory covering
annual emissions across all sectors and
sub-sectors, from 2005 to 2019, and developed a
detailed Net Zero Pathway.

Findings from the State’s GHG inventory reveal
encouraging trends. Despite being one of India’s
most industrialised States, Tamil Nadu
contributed only 7% of the country’s total
emissions in 2019. Moreover, between 2005 and
2019, it reduced its emission intensity to GDP by
nearly 60%.

This progress reflects targeted interventions
across key sectors: rapid expansion of renewable
energy, improved energy efficiency, industrial
decarbonisation and an ambitious
electric-mobility programme that aims to
electrify all public transport. Today, renewable
energy accounts for about 60% of Tamil Nadu’s
total installed power capacity and 30% of total
electricity generated.

In order to meet its goal of being net zero well
before 2070, the State has also embarked on a
bottom-up climate action planning and
implementation. The State has recently launched
district-level decarbonisation plans and a
real-time Climate Action Tracker developed in
collaboration with the Vasudha Foundation,
embedding climate action directly into local

Supriya Sahu

is Additional Chief
Secretary,
Environment, Climate
Change and Forests
Department,
Government

of Tamil Nadu

s
Srinivas
Krishnaswamy

is CEO, Vasudha
Foundation

In the State's
‘bottom-up’
approach,
district-level
decarbonisation
plans and a
real-time tracker
are helping
shape climate
actions at the
local and
sub-local levels

Source: The Hindu, 14 November 2025, p. 16

governance. The decarbonisation plans for four
pilot districts — The Nilgiris, Coimbatore,
Ramanathapuram and Virudhunagar — show that
these districts can abate up to 92% of projected
emissions (of the four districts) by 2050 through
clean energy adoption, mobility transformation,
industrial efficiency and nature-based solutions.
They also have the potential to sequester nearly
three million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent
by 2050.

The Climate Action Plans and decarbonisation
pathways for the four districts build on a detailed
district-level greenhouse gas emissions
inventories along with a detailed climate
variability assessment based on historic and
current climate data and projecting the
assessments till end of the century. What came
across consistently is that if greenhouse gases are
left unabated not just in the four districts but
across India and globally, the number of warm
days would increase significantly by about 95% by
2100, with a substantial increase in precipitation
levels, leading to a wetter monsoon, impacting
the region, particularly the vulnerable Nilgiris
district.

Responsible factors

Road transport is a major contributor to the GHG
emissions in the Nilgiris and Coimbatore districts
(close to 43% and 36% of the total emissions,
respectively), followed closely by residential
energy consumption (20% and 12%). Cement,
road transport and industrial energy were the
highest GHG contributors in Virudhunagar (37%,
20% and 16%, respectively). In Ramanathapuram,
public electricity generation and rice cultivation
(28% and 12%, respectively) were the
contributors.

Building on the emissions trajectories and
identifying the key driver of emissions, the action
plans propose a shovel ready list of projects to be
implemented each year, from 2025, covering
electric mobility, waste management, forest
restorations and industrial decarbonisation — all
tailor-made for each district. When implemented,
the Nilgiris district can become net zero by 2030
even in a moderate scenario. Ramanathapuram
can become net zero by 2047 in an aggressive
scenario which will mean lifestyle changes to
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some extent. However, due to a high level of
industrialisation, Coimbatore and Virudhunagar
can become net zero by about 2055.

The approach views climate change not asa
constraint but as an opportunity to pursue
growth that safeguards both nature and people.
Similar plans will soon be developed for all the 38
districts in Tamil Nadu.

The Climate Action Tracker is designed around
a simple premise: what gets measured, gets done.
Together, they create a transparent,
evidence-based system for planning and
accountability, ensuring that every district can
monitor its progress and refine its strategies. To
support effective implementation, a dedicated
Project Management Unit is being established in
the four pilot districts. The action tracker and the
action plans can be accessed at
https://tnclimatetracker.tn.gov.in

Other schemes, community focus

Other key initiatives of Tamil Nadu include
large-scale afforestation, mangroves, wetland
restoration and biodiversity protection. The State
now hosts 20 Ramsar-designated wetlands, and
has ensured that 30% of its total land area is
protected. Along Tamil Nadu’s 1,068-kilometre
coastline, massive efforts are being undertaken in
restoring mangroves and seascapes while
supporting coastal livelihoods.

By expanding the focus beyond energy and
industry to include agriculture, livestock and
waste, Tamil Nadu is broadening the scope of its
low-carbon transition.

Communities are being placed at the centre of
this transformation, turning climate action into a
participatory process. The choices made today at
the local and sub-local levels will shape the future
of the State’s economy, ecosystems, and
communities. Tamil Nadu’s experience
underscores the point that climate leadership is
no longer about setting ambitious targets but
about building systems that make progress
visible, verifiable and participatory.

As India advances toward its net-zero future,
Tamil Nadu's model offers a valuable
complement by showing how national intent can
be deepened through local innovation and
evidence-led governance.



WRD seeks nod for coastal
erosion mitigation projects

The proposals are awaiting approval from National Disaster Management Authority and are likely to take off next year:
officials say 41% of the 992 km of T.N. coastline analysed in a study is in stable condition while 39% face sea erosion risk

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

ith coastal ero-
WSion posing a
growing threat

in several parts of Tamil
Nadu, the Water Resources
Department (WRD) has
put forward project propo-
sals to mitigate shoreline
degradation in five vulner-
able districts.

The proposals are await-
ing nod from the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) and are
likely to take off next year.

The WRD has identified
Mayiladuthurai, Kanniya-
kumari, Tiruvallur, Chen-
galpattu and Chennai dis-
tricts as  vulnerable
hotspots to implement mi-
tigation measures on
priority.

Mayiladuthurai district
is among the worst-hit
places, with large stretches
of its coastline experienc-
ing erosion.

WRD officials said the
department had submitted
41 project proposals worth
%755 crore to reduce the
risk of shoreline degrada-
tion in the wvulnerable
stretches.

The projects were pre-
pared based on the draft
shoreline  management

T

Precautionary measures: The WRD has identified Ma

&5

yiladuthurai, Kanniyakumari, Tiruvallur,

Chengalpattu and Chennai districts as vulnerable hotspots. B. VELANKANNI RA

plan and shoreline chang-
es report from the National
Centre for Coastal Re-
search (NCCR). Citing the
report, the officials said
41% of the 992 km of T.N.
coastline analysed was in
stable condition and 39%
was facing sea erosion risk.
In Mayiladuthurai district,
nearly 71% of the shoreline
was facing erosion.

Residents of fishing
hamlets in Mayiladuthurai
district voice concerns
about escalating risks to
their homes.

M. Sivasubramanian of

Source: The Hindu, 23 November 2025, p. 4

Vanagiri in Sirgazhi taluk
of the district, said: “We
have lost shoreline of a mi-
nimum of 50 metre, in-
cluding Naickerkuppam
and Pudukuppam, in the
past decade”

Many voluntary organi-
sations have started palm
seeds sowing campaign
along the shorelines and
waterbodies to curb ero-
sion. M. Rajavelu, chief
coordinator of Green Nee-
da, said, “We have planted
lakhs of palm seeds in May-
ifladuthurai district since
2023. Palm seedlings have

emerged as a protective
shield in some villages near
Velankanni during
cyclones.”

The WRD has sought
funds through the State
Disaster Management
Authority under the 15th
Finance Commission to
implement a combination
of nature-based solutions.

Officials said besides
beach nourishment, the
department planned bio-
plantation and other pro-
tection measures, includ-
ing coral reefs, coir struc-
tures and oyster shell beds,
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to act as a natural barrier
and install geo tubes.

‘Living shoreline’ is
another intervention pro-
posed. The revised shore-
line management plan fra-
mework will soon be
submitted to the State
government.

Noting that shoreline
change assessments were
updated periodically, M.V.
Ramanamurthy, former Di-
rector, NCCR, said balanc-
ing development along the
coastline and addressing
climate change impact
were crucial to mitigate
erosion risk. He said biosh-
ields and sand nourish-

ment would be effective so-
lutions to protect the
shrinking coastline.

Living shoreline, a pro-
cess to stabilise shoreline
using natural systems, was
time-consuming, but could
be adopted based on site
conditions. Hard engineer-
ing solutions like groynes
might be executed in plac-
es with high population
density. Shoreline showed
recovery after three or four
years.

Once the NDMA grants
approval for the project,
the WRD would prepare a
detailed project report and
seek Coastal Regulation
Zone clearance.



Proposed wind farm project in
Dhanushkodi raises concern

Project representatives explained that the facility was intended as a research and demonstration platform to support the

development of offshore wind technology; local fishing community representatives say the project could disturb marine life

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

proposal to esta-
Ablish a 50-MW de-
monstration wind

farm in Dhanushkodi in
Rameswaram taluk has
drawn concern from local
residents and environmen-
talists over possible ecolog-
ical impacts on the fragile
coastal ecosystem and the
nearby Greater Flamingo
Sanctuary.

The project, proposed
by the National Institute of
Wind Energy (NIWE) un-
der the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy,
aims to set up four wind
turbines with associated fa-
cilities and a jetty for logis-
tics and research. The Dha-
nushkodi site, classified
under Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) categories IB,
II, and IVA, has been iden-
tified as a test location for
offshore wind energy re-
search under India’s 2015
Offshore Wind Energy Poli-
cy.

The proposal was dis-
cussed at a meeting of the
Ramanathapuram District

Ecological impact: An environmentalist says that the wind farm’s
proximity to the Flamingo Sanctuary may pose risks to the bird
population. FILE PHOTO

Coastal Zone Management
Authority (DCZMA) held in
2024. Project representa-
tives explained that the fa-
cility was intended as a re-
search and demonstration
platform to support the de-
velopment of offshore
wind technology in Indian
conditions. They said the
project would supply re-
newable power to Rames-
waram and generate local

employment opportuni-
ties.

However, local fishing
community representa-

Source: The Hindu, 12 November 2025, p. 7

tives, including Nallatham-
bi and Rayappan, raised
strong objections during
the meeting, saying the
project site overlaps with
fish breeding areas and tur-
tle nesting grounds and lies
close to wetlands frequent-
ed by migratory birds such
as flamingos between De-
cember and March. They
cautioned that the pro-
posed jetty and turbines
could disturb marine life
and affect the livelihoods
of fishing communities.
District forest officials

The project aims to
set up four wind
turbines with
associated facilities
and a jetty for

logistics as well as
research

also noted that the project
report did not account for
turtle nesting sites already
notified by the Tamil Nadu
government, and pointed
out concerns as flamingos
visited the site between
December and March.
They recommended that a
detailed Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)
be carried out, covering
seagrass beds, coral reefs,
sea horses, and underwa-
ter noise levels.

In a recent representa-
tion to the Tamil Nadu
Coastal Zone Management
Authority, environmental-
ist K. Saravanan reiterated
these concerns, warning
that the wind farm’s prox-
imity to the Greater Flam-
ingo Sanctuary could pose
risks to the bird population
through collision and habi-
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tat disturbance. He de-
manded that the CRZ clea-
rance be reconsidered to
safeguard the sanctuary.

The DCZMA had decid-
ed to forward the proposal
to the State Coastal Zone
Management Authority for
consideration under the
CRZ Notification, 2011, sub-
ject to several conditions,
including preparation of a
detailed EIA, protection of
marine breeding areas,
and prior clearance from
the Tamil Nadu Maritime
Board.

A.R. Rahul Nadh, Mem-
ber Secretary of the Tamil
Nadu State Coastal Zone
Management  Authority,
said the Authority had
sought additional inputs
from the Ramanathapu-
ram Collector regarding
the project.

He noted that the pro-
posal would not be placed
for appraisal until the tech-
nical review was complet-
ed and added that all envi-
ronmental and social
implications would be
carefully evaluated before
any clearance is consi-
dered.



Social and Economic Services

Vivek.Narayanan@timesofindia.com

hennai is gearing up for a transport revolution—that

introduces water-based public transit, revives trams

phased out seven decades ago, expands the Metro into

fast-growing suburbs, and launches a regional rapid rail

system—all part of the 25-year Comprehensive Mobil-
ity Plan (CMP 2023-2048). A total of %21akh crore isneeded to execute
this plan, which comes into effect from Sept 22, 2025.

The plan was approved by the Chennai Unified Metropolitan
Transport Authority (CUMTA). Action plans will now be generated
by each dept for each proposal. An ed commit-
tee with the finance secretary, and comprising secretaries of trans-
port, housing and urban development, the CEO of the Tamil Nadu
Infrastructure Development Board, and the member secretary of
CUMTA has been formed for the approval of sectoral funding.

“CMP covers the expanded metropolitan area of 5904sqkm and
aims to turn around the city’s mobility While public transport share
is targeted to rise from 32% to 60%, reliance on personal vehicles is
expected to fall from 43% to 32%, emissions to drop by 45%, and
average journey time to shrink by nearly a third,” said I Jeyakumar,
Member Secretary, CUMTA.

The 55-km inland waterway system along the Buckingham Canal
will mark Chennai’s entry into water-based mobility. The corridor;
split into a 35-km Chennai Central-Kovalam stretch and a 20-km
Kovalam-Mamallapuram extension, is projected to cost Z5,500crore.
Designed along the lines of Kochi’s Water Metro, it aims at passen-
ger movement, recreation, reducing flood risk, and rejuvenating the
canal through dredging and ecological restoration. “This will create
aparallel mobility spine to ECR and OMR,” said a CUMTA official.

A significant revival is the introduction of a 15.4-km tramway
running from T Nagar through Nungambakkam and Nandanam to
Lighthouse. The electric, street-level system, the first tram proposal
since the 1950s, is set to reduce inner-city congestion and promote
pedestrian-friendly, last-mile mobility around commercial districts.

CMP’s transit-heavy approach is dominated by a new generation
of Metro corridors beyond Phase II, including routes such as Koy-
ambedu-Pattabiram via Avadi, Airport-Kilambakkam-Chengal-
pattu, Tambaram-Adyar via Guindy and Velachery, and Perun-
galathur-MMBT. These additions aim to reach western, southern,
and northern suburbs that depend heavily on private vehicles.

Complementing the Metro grid is a new Light Rail Transit (LRT)
framework. Medium-term LRT corridors include Tondiarpet—
MMBT, Koyambedu-Poonamallee, Pallavaram-Kundrathur, and
Vandalur-Kelambakkam. For surface-level mass transit, CMP brings
back the Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) with two priority cor-
ridors: Bre and ai-Pallavaram via
ECR and Radial Road, besides a full Vandalur-Minjur ring BRT on
the Outer Ring Road. MTC's fleet is set to grow from 3,481 to 8,533
buses, becoming fully electric, low-floor, and universally accessible.

Expansion of Chennai’s suburban rail network is also on the
cards. This includes frequency upgrades to five-minute

City set for massive
mobility makeover

25-Yr Plan Estimated 1o Cost X2 Lakh Cr, =
To Introduce New Public Transit Systems
And Expand Infrastructure

HOW CHENNAI MOVES

TODAY (2023)
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(share
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andnew corridor: Ennore Port-SP Koil -am
and Sriperumbudur-Kancheepuram, along with third and fourth-
line additions on the Gummidipoondi and Chengalpattu sections.

For regional connectivity, CMP proposes a Delhi-style Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS) connecting Chennai to Vellore, Rani-
pet, Tirupati, Sricity-Nellore, Puducherry, and Cuddalore, turning
the capital into a mobility anchor for North TN and South Andhra
Pradesh.

Road infrastructure will undergo more than 1,150km of improve-
ments, including 416km of new roads, 635km of strengthened cor-
ridors, and 101km of elevated links such as Airport-Chennai Bypass,
Meenambakkam-Thiruneermalai, Central-Nallur (CPRR), Ambat-
tur Estate-Nemilichery, and a new elevated connector to Kilambak-
kam. “It’s encouraging to see CUMTA take responsibility for this.
They have looked at the city’s mobility needs—placing every mode
on the same scale and identifying what works best. Success lies in
how short, medium, and long-term actions are implemented,” said
Sivasubramaniam Jayaraman, deputy director, Institute for Trans-
portation and Development Policy (ITDP).

KP Subr: ian, an urban i t, said, “CMP should
have given concrete strategies to achieve the above targets and in-
novative financing methods to mobilise the resources. Otherwise,
Chennali is blessed with a series of transport reports, such as the
Comprehensive Traffic and Transportation Study 1992, Second Mas-
ter Plan for Chennai 2008, Chennai Transportation Study 2010, and
CMP 2019, prepared by CMDA.”

Suburban
Rail
IPT/app-based autos

QW

MODE SHARE GOAL
Public transport [ 60%
Personal vehicles [ 32%
Non-motorised transport [ 10%

llustration: Shinod Akkaraparambil
Graphic: Devan Sasi

CLIMATE AND CONGESTION TARGETS
reduction

450/0 intransport

emissions

Peak-hour journey
time reduced by

30-35%

Zero road deaths

Source: The Times of India, 19 November 2025, p. 2

THE
LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT (LRT) SUBURBAN RAIL MODERNIZATION
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| Vandal > pall dership goal Frequency target
BUS RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM (BRTS) » Sriperumbudur-Kancheepuram 2B
) y=ro | I » Tambaram-Chengalpet (new 4th line)
(via ECR-Radial Road) | Vandalur-Minjur (Outer aday
BRTS)

Ring Road
WATER METRO / INLAND WATERWAYS

> Attipattu-Gummidipoondi (additional
3rd/4th lines)

MOBILITY OUTCOMES - 2048

Central-Kovalam | Estimated cost s";g_ll%%mpgn TRANSIT
35 km ?3 500 crore Emission | Zero fatalities
y Phase 1 b reduction | target
i . Public
Kovalam-Mamallapuram | Estimated cost > Chennai-Parandur-Kancheepuram transport Operational water
20 km %2,000 crore | Phase2 share transit
Total ‘ Estimated cost > Chennai idi i-Sricity-Nell More than 150km new rail and metro corridors
» Tambaram-Chengalpet-Puducherry/ Citywide Interchange time
55 km | 35,500 owe i o |600km |t
Functions accessibility | Cycling network | multimodal hubs

passenger mobility, recreation, flood
mitigation, canal rejuvenation

> Kancheepuram-Ranipet-Vellore

INADEQUATE PUBLIC INFRA, A PAIN POINT BUS SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION
TRAM CORRIDOR > Of 214L trips, only 1/3rd | > Only 3,481 MTCbuses | Bus fleet expansion
T Nagar-Ni 5 made on public transport | —————
. Nagar-Nungambakkam-Nandanam-Lighthouse | ————"—=""—""—| > MRTS corridor not > Current | 3,481 buses
Length Jom | Electric,streetfevel > T6L two-wheele users WIAMEUIO | Target for 2048 8533 uses

> 14lakh car users

> Peak-hour speeds |
14kmph
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> Metro coverage limited
to 54km

> Features | electric buses,
low-floor design, universal
accessibility



TN, Rlys plan to turn Tambaram into
metro, local & long-distance train hub

CONMIAKUNAN ol

SOUTHERN Railway and
Chennai Metro Rail Limited
{CMRL) along with the Chen-
nai Unified Metropolitan
Transport Authority (CUMTA)
are preparing for high-level
discussions on an ambitious
planto convert Tambaram into
a fully-integrated mobility
hub, as multiple rapid-transit
corridors — including the pro-
posed Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) — converge on
one of the state’s busiest sub-
urban nodes.

CUMTA special officer I Jay-
akumar said that a joint meet-
ing with Southern Railway,
CUMTA and the Rail Land De-
velopment Authority (RLDA)
will be held to finalise the con-
cept design of an ‘integrated
station” at Tambaram, aligning
metro, suburban rail and fu-
ture high-speed regional
Services,

It is learnt that Southern

— my

e i

The Tambaram integration effort is being viewed as atest case for Chennai's
Comprehensive Mobility Plan covering 5,904 sq km | ashwm prasam

Railway has scheduled the
meeting at November end at its
Park Town headguarters, with
officials from the Chennai divi-
sion, construction units and
RLDA asked to be present to ex-
amine design options and op-
erational modalities,

The state government is ad-
vancing three major projects
that will all pass through Tam-
baram. These include exten-

Source: The New Indian Express, 20 November 2025, p. 3

gsion of the Airport metro line
to the Kilambakkam bus termi-
nus near Vandalur, the Phase
I metro corridor from Tam-
baram to Guindy via Velachery
and a proposed RET S link from
Alandur to Villupuram-Pu-
ducherry via Tambaram, Jaya-
kumarsaid.

Tambaram is being devel-
oped by Southern Railway as a
major terminal for mail, ex-

pressand suburban operations,
with the RLDA designing new
station buildings on both the
GST Road and Selaiyvur sides.
“All the above projects need to
be fully integrated with the
Tambaram Railway Station for
effective transport service de-
livery,” Jayakumar said.

The centre has also been
pushing for multi-modal hubs
under national mobility and
logistics policies, heightening
the urgency of interoperability
between metro and railways. It
islearnt that railways is exam-
ining feasibility ahead of the
cross-agency discussions,

The Tambaram integration
effort is being viewed as a test
case for Chennai's broader mo-
bility strategy outlined in the
Comprehensive Mobility Plan
covering 5904 sq km. If suc-
cessful, it would mark the city's
first fully-planned convergence
of metro, suburban, long-dis-
tance rail and a future regional
rapid system.

Metro rail to run 28 six-car trains by 2028

To Reduce
Peak-Hour
Crowding

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Chennai Metro Ra-
il Ltd (CMRL) is set to ease pe-
ak-hour crowding on its blue
(Airportto Wimco Nagar)and
green (Chenani Central to St
Thomas Mount) lines by rol-
ling out six-car trains by end
of 2028. It has floated tenders
to procure 28 such trains that

il

LINES: Chennai currently has 52 four-car trains

willboost capacity and cut wa-
iting time to as little as four
minutes.

While the present trains
comprise four cars with a car-
rying capacity of around 1,200
people, the six-car trains can
move up to 1,800 people at a ti-
me. With the addition of 28

Source: The Times of India, 25 November 2025, p. 4

six-cartrainstotheexisting52
four-car sets, the frequency of
the trains will increase on
both corridors. Metro trains
in other cities, including
Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Del-
hi, already have six-car coa-
ches.

CMRL’s monthly riders-

hipcrossed thelcroremark in
July, with an average of about
90 lakh passengers recorded
over the past year. “With the
Phase-I extension up to Patta-
biram and Kilambakkam,
along with the completion of
Phase-II, ridership is expec-
ted torise significantly, neces-
sitating higher train capaci-
ty,” said a CMRL official. “Sta-
tions are equipped to handle
six-car trains, which will be
introduced during peak hours
initially, with platform anno-
uncements to help commu-
ters position themselves ac-
cordingly,” the official added.
Stations will still have to
be upgraded, which the cont-
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ractor will carry out without
affecting daily operations.
The underground stations
will be upgraded with full
platform-screen-doors (PSD)
as part of the project.

Similar to the trains for
the Phase-II network, the ad-
ditional trains will be built
from ground-up in India, with
the condition that at least 60 %
of the cost should be spent in
the country — be it for materi-
als, equipment, or manpower.

The trains will be equip-
ped with ‘Grade of Automa-
tion 4’ (GoA4) to be operated
without a driver, though they
will be operated manually at
the initial stage of operation.



MTC launches drive to promote bus use

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @@ Chennai

THE MTC on Friday launched
‘Bus First’, an initiative aimed
at improving the reliability and
efficiency of public transport by
oiving priority to buses in city

The campaign was inaugurat-
ed by Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhiStalin at Anna Square
in the presence of Transport
Minister 88 Sivasankar, Trans-
port Secretary Shunchonngam
Jatak Chiru, MTC MD T Prab-
hushankar and officials. The
initiative is being supported by
the GCC, the Commissionerate
of Transport and Road Safety,
the Greater Chennai Traffic Po-
lice, and ITDF India.

According to Prabhushankar,
the initiative seeks to establish
buses as the backbone of urban
mohility, promote greater re-

e

Deputy CM Udhayanidhi launched ‘Bus First’ campaign on Friday | warmisvoms

spect for publictransport among
all road users, and ensure buses
receive priority on the roads.
The goal is to reduce delavs
caused by traffic congestion and
encourage more people to use

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 November 2025, p. 7

Microbuses for 11 metro stns

They'll Ply
Every 5 Mins,
In Sync With

Train Schedule

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

public transport by improving
its reliability

MTC buses remain the lifeline
of Chennai’s transport svstem,
carryingaround 35 lakh passen-
oers daily

ly for CMRL passengers. Peo- :
ple have to walk a few metres |
from their house, and they :
can hop onto the bus and re- :
ach the nearest metro sta- |
tion,” said a CMRL official. :

The services willbe sched- :
uled in sync with metro tim-
ings, and passengers can :
track buses or book ticketson |
the ChennaiOne app. :

“Based on its success, we :

Chennai: Reachingthe metro
will soon get easier for com-
muters from Thirumanga-
lam to Wimco Nagar, with the
Metropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (MTC) set to intro-
duce 220 new electric micro-
buses linking neighbour-
hoodsaroundl1keymetrosta-
tions. The initiative has been
named ‘Metro at the Door-
step’.

Last month, MTC an-
nounced that it will introduce
220 new air-conditioned elec-
tric microbuses—each be-
tween five and six metres

PHASE I: Passengers can track buses and book tickets on Chennai One

long—to link neighbour-
hoods around 41 metro sta-
tions. The services will oper-
ate within a five-km radius of
the stations, connecting key
residential and commercial
hubs to the metro network.
Subsequently, a stakehold-
er meeting was held on Nov 3,
and officials from CMRL,
MTC, Chennai Unified Metro-
politan Transport Authority
(CUMTA), and other industry
representatives met to dis-
cussroute integration, charg-
ingpoints, and timelines.

Source: The Times of India, 09 November 2025, p. 5

In the first phase, 11 sta-
tions—Thirumangalam, Va-
dapalani, Koyambedu, Guin-
dy, Alandur, Meenambak-
kam, OTA Nanganallur, St
Thomas Mount, Washerman-
pet, Wimco Nagar, and the air-
port—are set to get dedicated
electric microbus services for
last-mileconnectivity. “At pre-
sent, there are 22 minibuses
connecting these stations, but
their frequency is one every
20minutes. The new buses are
expected to ply every five min-
utes. These will run exclusive-

willextend theservices to oth-
er routes as well. The 11 sta-
tions in the first phase have
been selected based on the pa-
tronage,” said an official from
CUMTA.

Meanwhile, residents
have urged the govt to bring
para-transitmodesunderreg-
ulation as well. “Share autor-
ickshaws operate extensively
around metro stations. Their
network too can be integrated
into the Chennai One app,
with CUMTA fixing fares for
them,” said R Boopathy, a Ton-
diarpet resident and frequent
metrocommuter.
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MTC launches ‘Bus
first campaign’ in city

Corporation hopes people will give priority to buses, and ropes in

cricketer Thirush Kamini as brand ambassador for the campaign

STORIES FROM
THE ROAD

R. Srikanth
CHENNAI

eputy Chief Minis-
l) ter Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Friday

launched the Bus First
Campaign of the Metropol-
itan Transport Corpora-
tion (MTC) to improve bus
patronage in the city.

The campaign is aimed
at creating awareness
among motorists of the
need to give priority to
MTC buses.

A senior official of the
MTC said public transport
was the backbone of urban
mobility.

However, as there are
no dedicated bus lanes in
the city, the MTC, in asso-
ciation with ITDP (Institute
for Transportation and De-
velopment Policy) and the
Greater Chennai Traffic
Police, has stressed the
need to foster respect for
public transport among all
road users and ensure that

Making a pitch: The campaign seeks to create awareness among
motorists of the need to give priority to MTC buses.

buses get the priority they
deserve for a sustainable

and efficient transport
ecosystem.
As part of the campaign,

the MTC plans to help mo-
torists reimagine road cul-
ture by fostering trust in
public transport and pro-
moting a behavioural shift
among private vehicle us-
ers.

The MTC has roped in
cricketer Thirush Kamini
as the brand ambassador
for the campaign and re-
leased a promotional video
on the importance of giv-
ing way to buses, thereby
helping thousands of pas-

Source: The Hindu, 22 November 2025, p. 4

sengers reach their work-
places on time.

Several complaints
While activists welcome
the move, motorists high-
light the need for MTC
crew to adhere to road
rules.

According to A. Ragha-
van, who regularly travels
in buses, said drivers do no
follow the road rules, occa-
sionally jumping signals
and troubling motorists by
sounding horns repeated-
ly. These issues must be ad-
dressed in order to pro-
mote buses as a preferable
mode of transport.
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MTC to expand e-bus fleet,
diesel buses to ply on outskirts

Upgraded Depots Will Operate 600 Electric %uses By Oct '26

Ramyasre.N@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(MTC) will upgrade six de-
pots — Central IT, Perambur,
Avadi, Padianallur, Iyyapan-
thangal, and Alandur — into
electric depots as a part of its
plan to expand e-bus opera-
tions. Together, these depots
will operate 600 e-buses by
Oct 2026.

The existing diesel buses
at these depots will be reloca-
ted to the greenfield depots at
Kundrathur, Varadarajapu-
ram, Tiruvallur, Attanthang-
al near Padiyanallur, and Ta-
ramani. “The idea is to slowly
push diesel vehicles outside
the city and bring in zero-
emission ones in core areas,”
said MTC managing director
T Prabhushankar. A diesel
bus emits nearly 755 grams of
carbon dioxide per km, and
the transition to electric bu-
ses will cut emissions sub-
stantially, he said.

Of the 600 buses in the se-

o MO T Ve L _
MAKING STRIDES: An e-bus can run up to 200km on a two-hour

i

charge

b

cond fleet, 400 will be air-con-
ditioned and 200 non-AC.
Thisisthefirsttime AC buses
outnumber non-AC ones in
any MTCrollout phase, offici-
als said. “We initially plan-
ned fewer AC buses. But the
response for AC buses we ha-
ve been plying in Chennai is
positive,” said MTC GM (ope-
rations) S Nedunsezhian.
Each e-bus can run up to
200km on a two-hour charge
and is equipped with an auto-
matic vehicle location sy-
stem (AVLS), four CCTV ca-
meras, a panic button, and a

Source: The Times of India, 02 November 2025, p. 3

kneeling function lowering
the floor height to 250mm.

Upgradation of the de-
pots for e-buses in the second
phase includes both civil and
electrical infrastructure. Ci-
vil work covers crew restro-
oms, steel sheds, concrete flo-
oring, and refurbishing sea-
ting areas. Electrical work in-
volves installing
transformers, charging po-
ints, and equipment to step
down the 33KV power supply
to415V.

Fares on e-buses will
match those of existing AC

and non-AC deluxe services.
‘While students and senior ci-
tizens can apply for passes,
Vidiyal Payanam (free tra-
vel for women) scheme be-
nefits cannot be availed on
e-buses.

Meanwhile, under Phase
I, 125 e-buses, 55 AC and 70
non-AC, will be operated
from the upgraded Poona-
mallee depot by Nov end.
They will cover routes inclu-
ding 25 (Anna Square-Poona-
mallee), 54  (Poonamal-
lee-High Court), 62 (Poona-
mallee-Red Hills), 66P (Poo-
namallee-Kilambakkam),
and 101E (Poonamallee-Bro-
adway).

'V Rama Rao of the Traffic
and Transportation Forum
said, “It’s good that MTC is
expanding beyond its 3,000-
plus fleet to serve Chennai’s
12 crore population. With
Metro work still underway,
buses will continue to be the
most economical mode of
transport for city residents,”
hesaid.

Nonfossil power generation share up towards 1/3rd mark

G Balachandar
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Electricity genera-
tion from non-fossil fuel sour-
ces — including wind, solar,
small and large hydro, and
nuclear — is steadily inching
towards one-third of India’s
total power output, with the
first half of the currentfiscal
year witnessing a marked ri-
se in its share compared to
the same period last year.

Excluding thermal and
Bhutan imports, India’s non-
fossil domestic generation
stood at 301.3 billion units
(BU) during April-Sept 2025,
accounting for about 31.3 % of
the country’s total electricity
generation of 962.53 BU.

In the year-ago period,
non-fossil generation was
258.26 BU, representing a
27.1% share in the total power

ELECTRICITY FROM NON-FOSSIL FUELS

generation of 952.29 BU, ac-
cording to data from the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority
(CEA).

While the large hydro seg-
ment reported a13.2% rise in
generation during the first
half of this fiscal, other rene-
wable sources together pos-

Source: The Times of India, 10 November 2025, p. 13

FUELS (in Billion Units)
Wind 72,7 55.8
Solar A 813 67.9
Biomass 19 Source: Central 1.6
Bagasse 2| clectricity 1.6
Small hydro 73 Authority (CEA)™ 6,6
Large hydro 107.1 94.6
Others 14 14
Total RE generation 274 229.9
Nuclear 27.2 283
Total non-fossil 301.3 258.2
Overall generation 962.5 952.2

Among the states,
Gujarat emerged as
the top performer
with total renewable
energy generation of
36.19 BU during the
first half of this
fiscal, followed by

Himachal Pradesh
(33.53 BU), Tamil
Nadu (32.08 BU), and
Karnataka (31.35 BU)

Rajasthan (35.87 BU),

ted a 23.4% increase. In cont-
rast, nuclear generation re-
corded a modest decline of
3.7% year-on-year.

Among the states, Gujarat
emergedas the top performer
with total renewable energy
generation of 36.19 BUduring
the first half of thisfiscal, fol-

lowed by Rajasthan (35.87
BU),Himachal Pradesh (33.53
BU), Tamil Nadu (32.08 BU),
and Karnataka (31.35 BU).
The growth in clean ener-
gy generation — particularly
from renewable sources—co-
mes even as the country’s in-
stalled capacity from non-fos-
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sil fuel sources has crossed
250 GW, putting India halfway
towards its 2030 target of 500
GW.

Asof now, India’s total in-
stalled generation capacity
stands ataround 500 GW, with
more than half coming from
non-fossil sources. Excluding
large hydro and nuclear, the
country’s total renewable ca-
pacity stood at 197 GW, com-
prising127 GW of solar and 53
GW of wind, as of Sept 30,
2025, a significant increase
from 35 GW in 2014.

In Oct 2025, about 3.6 GW
of renewable energy capaci-
tyand6 GW hof energystora-
ge capacity were allocated to
various developers. During
the same month, the rene-
wable energy sector attrac-
ted around $1.2 billion in in-
vestments, according to JMK
Research.



Discom asks centre to give 1,500MW
to meet election-time power demand

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

EVEN as the northeast mon-
soon continues, the Tamil Nadu
Power Distribution Corpora-
tion Limited (TNPDCL) has
started preparations to handle
the heavy electricity demand
expected next summer, along
with the additional load during
the Assembly election period.

According to official sources,
the Central Electricity Authar-
ity’s Resource Adequacy Plan
has estimated that Tamil
Nadu’'s peak power demand
may touch 21,959MW next sum-
mer. The state had earlier re-
corded its highest demand of
20,830MW on May 2, 2024, while
the highest daily consumption
was 454.320 million units on
April 30, 2024.

A senior TNPDCL official
told TINIE that the utility is tak-
ing multiple steps to ensure un-
interrupted supply.

“We have recently signed
agreements with 11 compa-
nies, including Vedanta, OP
Jindal Super and PTC India
Ltd, to procure 1,580MW of
power from February 1, 2026 to
January 31, 2031. In addition,
we have requested the union
government to allocate
1,500MW extra power to Tamil

Source: The New Indian Express, 20 November 2025, p. 5
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Nadu in April and May next
vear, keeping in mind the as-
sembly elections. At present,
the state is receiving 6,953M W
of power as share from central
generating power stations,”
the official said.

Highlighting the swap ar-
rangements, another official
said that the swap power ar-
rangement is an energy to en-
ergy transaction between two
utilities without monetary con-
siderations. TNPDCL receives
power from other state utilities
during peak summer of March
and April and returns the sur-
plus power of TNPDCL during
the wind season of June to

September.

“Under swap arrangements,
TNPDCL had received power
up to 750MW power from Ut-
tar Pradesh Power Corpora-
tion Limited, Punjab State
Power Corporation Limited,
BSES Yamuna Power Limited
for the months of March and
April 2025. Talksare going on
to receive additional power
from these states” the official
added.

The official pointed out that
the utility is also working on
strengthening substations and
transmission lines in vulnera-
ble pockets especially coastal
areas before the next summer.

Steps are being taken to ensure
that there are no major outages
during peak hours.

TNPDCL is also coordinat-
ing with the Tamil Nadu Green
Energy Corporation Limited to
monitor the availability of
power from wind, solar and
thermal stations, especially
during the election months
when the demand is expected
to shoot up.

The official noted that early
planning is crucial as TN has
been witnessing a steady rise in
electricity usage every vear due
to industrial growth, rising tem-
peratures and increased domes-
tic consumption.

CM launches day care centres for the elderly

The centres, called Anbu Solai, have been established in 25 places in the State. They will enable the elderly to engage in activities such as indoor

games and handicraft training. The centres will be run with support of voluntary organisations and provide assistance through trained personnel

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUCHI

n an initiative aimed at
l promoting the well-

being of senior citi-
zens, especially those from
the working class, Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin on Mon-
day launched day care
centres for the elderly,
called Anbu Solai, in 25
places across Tamil Nadu.

The scheme was an-
nounced by the State go-
vernment in its Budget for
2025-26.

Established with a finan-
cial allocation of ¥10 crore,
the elderly can find compa-
nionship and engage in
meaningful activities at the

. \7
Taking a shot: Chief Mwster M.K. Stalin playlng carrom W|th senior citizens after inaugurating the Anbu
Selaiin Tiruchi on Monday. R. VENGADESH

tives of the scheme, while
speaking at a government
function in Pudukottai ear-
lier in the day, Mr. Stalin
pointed out that the elder-
ly were alone at many hou-
seholds of employed cou-
ples.

Meals to be provided

“The Anbu Solai centres
will drive away their loneli-
ness by creating a friends
circle for them and keep-
ing them active, physically
and mentally. Twenty-five
centres have been opened
in the first phase. Indoor
games, physiotherapy,
training in handicrafts, and
other necessary support
will be provided to them at

centres set up by the De-
partment of Social Welfare
and Women Empower-
ment. Mr. Stalin inaugurat-

ed the Anbu Solai at Pona-
malai in Tiruchi and in
other places virtually. He
went around the facility

Source: The Hindu, 11 November 2025, p. 6

and was briefed on its fea-
tures and facilities by So-
cial Welfare Minister P.
Geetha Jeevan and senior

officials. He also interacted
with senior citizens at the
centre.

Explaining the objec-

these centres. They will al-
so be given tiffin and
lunch. The initiative will
ease the tension among
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working couples as the el-
ders are happy and safe,”
Mr. Stalin said.

The Anbu Solai, to be
run with the support of vo-
luntary organisations, will
provide various services,
including day-care assis-
tance through trained per-
sonnel.

Two centres each have
been established in the Ti-
ruchi, Madurai, Coimba-
tore, Salem, Erode, Than-
javur, Thoothukudi,
Tiruppur, Dindigul, and
Vellore Municipal Corpora-
tions. One centre each has
been set up in the indus-
trial districts of Ranipet
and Krishnagiri.

In the Greater Chennai
Corporation, three centres
were established in Sholin-
ganallur, Tondiarpet, and
Virugambakkam.



TN sanctions 7cr for India’s I+
oreen int’l standard-6 trap range

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com The decision to setup a
dedicated trap and skeet
academy was taken as TN
shooters have been excelling on

international platforms.

Chennai: The TN govt has
sanctioned %17.01 crore for
the establishment of India’s
first green international

standard-6 trap range and
trap and skeet shooting aca-
demy at Keerapakkam villa-
ge in Vandalur taluk, Cheng-
alpet district. The project,
announced during the 2023-
24 budget session by Udhaya-
nidhiStalin, aims to createa
world-class facility for shoo-
ting sports in Chennai.

According to a govt or-
der;the 18.3-hectare site in
Keerapakkam was earlier
transferred to the youth wel-
fare and sports development
department for setting up
the shooting academy and a
cycling motorcross (BMX)
track.

Sports Development Aut-
hority of Tamil Nadu
(SDAT) plans six trap hou-
ses, six high houses, six low
houses, control rooms, shoo-
ting platforms with shaded
stands, partition walls, an
administrative building, ar-

moury, toilet blocks, clay
bird storage rooms, specta-
tor galleries, gazebos, and
landscaped paved areas.

“The academy, designed
to international standards,
will serve as a specialized
training and competition ve-
nue for trap and skeet shoo-
ting,disciplinesthatarepart
of Olympics and other inter-
national events. The project
is also being promoted as a
‘green’ facility with eco-fri-
endly features,” said J Meg-
hanatha Reddy, SDAT mem-
ber secretary.

Hesaid the decision toset
the academy was taken as
TN shooters have been excel-
ling on international plat-
forms. “Alot of carehasgone
into selecting the site. The
project is expected to be
completed within a year, and

soon there will be a strong
ecosystem for rifle and trap
shooting, especially with a
rifle shooting academy co-
ming up in the Global Sports
Cityaswell,” he said.

T R § Muthukumar, a
competitive shooter, said a
minimum of five to six rang-
es are necessary to host na-
tional and international
competitions. “As of now, we
depend on Delhi for such fa-
cilities. Oncethisacademyis
opened, we can host interna-
tional championships,” he
said.

“Trap and skeet shooting
is an expensive discipline.
With this upcoming acade-
my, aspiring shooters will
get access to quality wea-
pons, ammunition, and a
professional shooting

range,” Muthukumaradded. Source: The Times of India, 07 November 2025, p. 6

State govt sanctions 3261 crore
for global Sports city in Chennai

Vivek.Narayanan@timesofindia.com

o turn Chennai into a glob-

al sports powerhouse, TN

govt has cleared a

Z261-crore plan to build a

world-class facility in Sem-
mancheri. It will have Olympic-grade
arenas, a water-sports lake, and other
facilities designed to groom medal
winners. The project is expected to be
completed by early 2027.

The govt has released a financial
sanction of 30 crore for 2025-26. The
remaining ¥231 crore will be allocated
in 2026-27, according to a govt order
issued by the youth welfare and sports
development department on Monday.

The project was first announced by
CM Stalin in the Assembly in April
2022 to help sportspersons train at
international standards and compete
for Olympic medals. A year later, the
govt reaffirmed the plan to build the
facility through the Chennai Metro-
politan Development Authority to at-
tract major sports events. The govt
earlier transferred 112.12 acres of bar-
renland in Semmancheri to the Sports

nnadi

FUTURISTIC: The complex is expected to be completed by early 2027, say officials.
Phase 1 will include water sports, shooting range, archery and other facilities

Development Authority of Tamil
Nadu (SDAT).

A high-level inspection in March
2025 identified major interventions
required for the project, including the
creation of primary and secondary
access roads, developing a wider pri-
mary access road from Rajiv Gandhi
Salai, and a secondary link from
Nookampalayam, along with flood

Source: The Times of India, 19 November 2025, p. 4

mitigation measures. “A major com-
ponent of Phase 1 is a comprehensive
flood-mitigation project by the water
resources department (WRD), costing
¥55.5 crore, which includes deepening
of surrounding tanks, creation of a
new water body within the site, forma-
tion of peripheral drains, and a cut-
and-cover linkage to an adjacent
swamp. The water body will also host
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WHAT'S

PLANNED

Phase 1 Highlights

Total area

127,44 76.44 acres
acres Ed Ser

1 km 42 acre

Water Artificial Lake
Sports _—
Channel Football, Archery,
(Rowing, Shooting, Aquatics,
Kayaking) | Skateboarding, BMX

Multi-purpose | Supporting infra:

Arena & Sewage plant,
Athlete roads, lighting,
Hostels admin offices

rowing, kayaking, and canoeing fa-
cilities,” said an SDAT official.

Phase 1 covers 76.44 acres and will
include water sports, shooting ranges,
archery, football, skateboarding, BMX
cycling, aquatics, multipurpose are-
nas, and administrative facilities.
SDAT will execute all sporting and
infrastructure works, costing ¥245.5
crore.“This is a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive where a sports complex has an
integrated water sports facility,” said
J Meghanatha Reddy, SDAT member
secretary.




Meal scheme for sanitary workers
inall civic bodies by Dec 6: Stalin

CM launches free meal scheme in Chennai, says resting rooms will be set up for workers in 200 wards

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin has
announced that the free onemeal-
a-day scheme for sanitary work-
ers will be extended to all the mu-
nicipalities and municipal
corporations in Tamil Nadu by
December 6.

The scheme, which the CM in-
augurated in Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) on Saturday;
will cover 31,373 conservancy
workers, the majority of whom
engaged via private agencies, in
the civic body

Based on thedemand expressed
by the workers, the CM also an-
nounced that resting rooms (300
sguare feet in size) with toilet fa-
cilities will be set up for conserv-
ancy workers in each of the 200
wards of GCC.

Under the free scheme, the
workers will get hygienically pre-
parednutritious meals, packed in
tiffin boxes and delivered in ther-
mal bags to ensure it is served
warm. Meals will be served near
their workplaces. “We are imple-
menting this scheme with the
feeling that itistheresponsibility
of the government to provide
food to the people who work for
our welfare,” Stalin said, adding

," -

Chief Minister MK Stalin inaugurating welfare schemes for sanitation workers in Chennai on Saturday | aswixprasati

that “despite all these welfare ini-
tiatives, I understand that work-
ers still have needs which will be
addressed step by step soon™.

He said the DMK government
since2006 has brought several ini-
tiatives for conservancy workers,
including the formation of the
sanitation workers welfare board
in 2007 by Kalaignar and the
launchof sanitary workers devel-
opment scheme in 2022 under his
(Stalin} leadership.

Stalinalso stressed onthe need
for the public to cultivate “self-
discipline” and maintain cleanli-
ness inpublic places asa mark of

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 November 2025, p. 4

respect to the frontline conserv-
ancy workers.

During the event, allotment or-
derstor houses under the TNUH-
DB schemes in Kargil Nagar and
Perumbakkam Phase 3 were
handed over to 830 beneficiaries.
Financial assistance of %10 lakh
each was provided to the heirs of
two conservancy workers who
died on duty As many as 25 ben-
eficiaries received loan assist-
ance with subsidy under CM-
ARISE scheme. A total of T2.82
crore was granted to 1,260 stu-
dents to cover educational
expenses,

GI tag sought for Sirumugai sarees

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu State
Council for Science and Tech-
nology through its Patent In-
formation Centre has filed an
application seeking a Geo-
oraphical Indication (GI) tag
for the renowned Sirumugai
Menpattu Pudavaigal (Sirumu-
gai Soft Silk Sarees) produced
in Coimbatore district. The ap-
plication, filed under the Geo-
oraphical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection)
Act, 1999, aims to secure offi-
cial recognition and protection
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for this traditional handloom
product.

The GI application lists the
Sirumugai Anaithu Kaithari
Pattu Selai Urpathi Mattrum
Virpanaiyvalargal Sangam,
Coimbatore, and the Patent In-
formation Centre, TNSCST, as
joint applicants, with Bharathi-
ar University, Coimbatore,
serving as the facilitator

Located near Coimbatore,
the town of Sirumugai has long
been a celebrated centre for
soft silk weaving.

The CM also provided welfare
assistance worth 35 lakh to 1,000
beneficiaries under special
schemes implemented by TAHD-
CO for sanitary workers.

Meanwhile, the Uzhaippor Uri-
mai Ivakkam, which is spear-
heading the protest of sanitary
workers from the Rovapuram and
Thiru-Vi-Ka Nagar zones de-
manding reinstatement of their
jobsdirectly under the city corpo-
ration, has announced that their
indefinite fast protest, approved
by the high court, will begin on
November 17 at the association’s
office in Ambattur:

—~ Source: The New Indian Express,
ENS 06 November 2025, p. 5



Stalin launches 25 Anbucholai
centres across Tamil Nadu

Times NEws NETWORK

Trichy: Chief minister M
K Stalin on Monday inau-
gurated 25 ‘Anbucholai’
centres across Tamil Na-
du via video conference at
aneventheldatthe Trichy
centre.

Launched by the de-
partment of social wel-
fare and women’s rights,
the centres will serve as
day-care facilities for se-
nior citizens, focusing on
their physical, mental,
and social well-being.

During the event, Sta-
lin interacted with the el-
derly, distributed nutri-
tional supplements pre-
pared by women’s self-
help groups, and joined
them for a game of car-
rom.

The initiative, an-
nounced in the state bud-
get, aims to support work-
ing families—especially
women—by offering safe
and engaging spaces for

Source: The Times of India, 11 November 2025, p. 6

OASIS OF LOVE: The initiative aims to support woring famiies

[a

The centres will serve as day-care facilities for
senior citizens, focusing on their physical, mental,

and social well-being

senior citizens during the
day.

Later, residents of Kot-
tapattu submitted a pet-
ition to the chief minister
seeking basic amenities
such as drinking water

Ration on doorstep:
TN lowers eligibility
age from 70 to 65 yrs

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
has lowered the eligibility age
for home delivery of PDS (pub-
lic distribution system) goods
for senior citizens from 70 years
to 65. Official sources from the
cooperation department said
the decision was taken follow-
ing several representations
from the public, requesting that
the benefit be extended to those
aged 65 and above.

The department alse an-
nounced that, starting Novem-
ber, commodities will be deliv-
ered in the first week (Saturday
and Sunday) of every month in-
stead of the second week.

On September 29, TNIE pub-
lished a report revealing that
only 40-45% of the targeted
beneficiaries received their
commaodities through door de-
livery in August and Septem-
ber. The remaining cardholders
continued to collect their goods
directly from PDS outlets. Con-
sequently, the overall share of
people availing of PDS goods
via home delivery has not in-
creased significantly, raising
concerns over the scheme’s de-
sign and implementation.

Officials said the tepid re-

sponse to the home delivery ini-
tiative was attributed to the de-
lays in distribution along with
the migration or demise of sev-
eral beneficiaries. In response,
the cooperation department
has decided to begin deliveries
from the first week of every
month. For December, goods
will be distributed on November
3 and 4, the department said.
The scheme was initially
launched to benefit 20.42 lakh
elderly aged above 70 vears
oand 1.27 lakh PwDs. “About
8% of the listed beneficiaries
were found to be deceased and
wereremoved from thelist. The
revised list now includes bene-
ficiaries aged 65 and above,
along with PwDs whose names
were previously omitted. The
final list of eligible beneficiar-
ies will be finalised in the com-
ing months,” an official said.

under the Jal Jeevan
scheme and toilet facili-
ties.

They also urged mea-
sures toremove encroach-
ments and prevent flood-
inginthearea.

Source: The New Indian Express, 01 November 2025, p. 6

12 more districts to
get Thozhi hostels

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt,
which has already built
Thozhi hostels for working
women in Chennai and
other places, will soon build
12suchhostelsin12districts,
including Tirupathur, Na-
makkal, Dindigul, and Tuti-
corin.

The hostels will offer
single-occupancy rooms
with AC and non-AC op-
tions, two-sharing rooms
with AC and non-AC op-
tions, and a third type of ro-
om for differently-abled peo-
ple (double occupancy).

On Thursday, chief mini-
ster M K Stalin laid founda-
tion stone for the project
worth 62.5 crore. The buil-
dings can accommodate 740
working women with a bio-
metric-entry system for se-
curity and 24x7 CCTV came-
ras. The hostels will also ha-
ve free Wi-Fi, RO-purified
drinking water, and three
meals provided in cafeteria.

People can book the hos-
tels through the Tamil Nadu
Working Women Hostel'’s
Corporation website with
address proof information.
In Chennai, there are such
hostels in Adyar, St Thomas

e

SAFE SHELTERS

Mount, Tambaram, and Gu-
duvanchery.

The chief minister also
inaugurated a children’s ho-
me costing 7 crore in Roya-
puram, apart from two govt
observation homes in Coim-
batore and Trichy at ¥28 cro-
re. He also inaugurated the
renovated Anna Silk Sales
Complex in Kancheepuram,
rebuilt at a cost of %3 crore
under the handloom depart-
ment. The 6,597sqft AC
complex features traditio-
nal silk and cotton varieties.
The upgraded facility is ex-
pected to generate annual
salesof around 10 crore.

In another event, Stalin
presided over the signing of
anMoU with SCM Garments
PvtLtd, partof The Chennai
Silks Group, to establish an
apparel manufacturing unit
in Tiruvarur.

Source: The Times of India, 14 November 2025, p. 2
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CM to open Classical Tamil
Park in Coimbatore on Nov 25

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

COIMBATORE'S long-awaited
Semmozhi Park is gearing up
for its grand opening, with fi-
nal works progressing rapidly
ahead of Chief Minister MK
Stalin’s visit to the district and
andErode on November 25 and
26 respectively.

The park, spread on 45 acres
on the former Central Prison
premises at Gandhipuram, has
been developed by the Coimbat-
ore City Municipal Corpora-
tion (CCMC) at a cost of T214
crore. The facility features
herbal gardens, fountains, land-
scaped hillocks, study corners,
food court, and extensive play
zones for children, making it
one of the city’s most ambi-
tious urban recreation
projects.

Municipal Administration
and Water Supply Minsiter KN
Nehru inspected the project
site on Saturday and expressed
confidence that all works would
be completed within the stipu-
lated timeline. “The CM will
inaugurate the park at 11 am on
November 25. After the ceremo-
ny, he will tour all sections of
the park, including the herbal
gardens, and interact with
school students,” he said.

The park would be opened to
the public from December 1.
“Even if it rains, works will be
completed as scheduled,” he
said.

L%

B

L

Minister KN Nehru along with former minister V¥ Senthil Balaji inspect the Semmaozhi

Parkin (oimbatore on Saturday | exeaess

Nehru was accompanied by
former minister V Senthil
Balaji, Coimbatore MP Ganap-
athy P Rajkumar, and other of
ficials. The team walked
through various sections of the
park as engineers explained
the ongoing works.

NOCsnot yet secured

Reporters, however, questioned
whether the corporation could
secure all necessary No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCs) from
various departments within
the short window before the in-
auguration. Senthil Balaji re-
sponded that the event would
go ahead only after fulfilling all
statutory requirements. He
also revealed that the entry fee
will be nominal and affordable

for everyone.

During his visit to Coimbat-
ore, Stalin is also expected to
meet and interact with around
150 eminent personalities
across the region at a special
event organised by Senthil
Balaji.

On November 25, Stalin will
preside over the TNRise inves-
tors’ meet, where multiple in-
dustries are expected to sign
MolUs.

On November 26, the chief
minister will unveil a memori-
al hall with the statue of free-
dom fighter Maaveeran Pollan
at Javarampuram in Modaku-
richi, Erode, and will also inau-
gurate completed works worth
T605 crore at the Erode Solar
New Bus Stand.

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 November 2025, p. 4

T.N. archaeologists join excavations in

Egypt to unearth ancient trade links

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

To deepen the understand-
ing of ancient maritime
trade links, two archaeolo-
gists of the Tamil Nadu
State Department of Ar-
chaeology (TNSDA) have
joined the team that has
begun excavations at Bere-
nike in Egypt, where Ta-
mil-Brahmi-inscribed pot-
sherds were unearthed
earlier, offering evidence
of trade links between the
ancient Tamils and the
Romans.

TNSDA Joint Director R.
Sivanantham and M. Ra-
mesh, the archaeological
officer who worked on the
Keeladi excavations, have
joined a 30-member team
of archaeological and tech-

Earlier excavations
at Berenike in
Egypt had yielded

tsherds inscribed
with Tamil-Brahmi
script

nical experts from the Pol-
ish Centre of Mediterra-
nean Archaeology,
University of Warsaw, Po-
land, along with specialists
from other countries.

‘Ancient port city’

Speaking to The Hindu
from Berenike, Mr. Siva-
nantham said, “A series of
excavations had been car-
ried out at Berenike, the
ancient port city on the
Red Sea coast, which
served as a vital link in Me-

diterranean trade. The ob-
jective of the TNSDA’s par-
ticipation in the current
season of excavations — un-
dertaken after an agree-
ment was signed with the
Polish Centre of Mediterra-
nean Archaeology — is to
identify further evidence
of ancient Mediterranean
trade connections bet-
ween the Tamils and the
Romans.”

The earlier excavations
at the Red Sea ports in
Egypt, including Berenike
and Quseir al-Qadim, yield-
ed Tamil-Brahmi-inscribed
potsherds.

In his book, Early Tamil
Epigraphy: From the Ear-
liest Times to the Sixth Cen-
tury A.D., veteran epigra-
phist Iravatham
Mahadevan lucidly docu-

Source: The Hindu, 18 November 2025, p. 6

mented Tamil-Brahmi pot-
tery inscriptions found
outside India, including
those in ancient Roman
settlements along the Red
Sea coast in Egypt.

During an excavation at
Berenike in 1995, archaeol-
ogists unearthed a potsh-
erd bearing the Tamil-
Brahmi text korrapuman.
Excavations at Quseir al-
Qadim yielded potsherds
bearing the Tamil-Brahmi
texts kanan and catan.

Mr. Sivanantham said
the current season of exca-
vations began on Monday
near the 10-acre site where
a temple had been disco-
vered in one of the earlier
phases.

The excavations would
continue until December
17, he added.

Porunai Museum
work nearing
completion, may be
opened before Pongal

Tirunelveli Collector R. Sukumar r.é.\riewin-g work at Porunai

Museum near Palayamkottai on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUNELVELI

More than 90% of the Po-
runai Museum work has
been completed, Collector
R. Sukumar has said.

The Porunai Museum,
with an area of 54,000 sq.
ft. is being established near
Reddiyarpatti hillock at an
outlay of ¥56.57 crore on 13
acres of land to tell the
world about the ancient ci-
vilisation of Tamils.

It is expected to be rea-
dy for inauguration before
Pongal. Artefacts reco-
vered at Adichanallur, Kor-
kai, and Sivakalai excava-
tion sites would be
displayed on the premises.

While the artefacts reco-
vered at Aditchanallur
would be on display in a
wing with 16,486 sq. ft., the
artefacts of Korkai will be
in the building with 17,429
sq. feet.

The artefacts of Sivaka-

Artefacts recovered
at Adichanallur,
Korkai, and Sivakalai
excavation sites
would be displaved
on the premises

lai will be on display in a
building built with 8,991
sq. ft.

Apart from this, admi-
nistrative building, park
with ornamental lights,
pond, fountain, amphith-
eatre, and so on have been
created on the premises.
Battery cars will be operat-
ed for senior citizens to
move around within the
museum premises.

“More than 90% of Po-
runai Museum work has
been completed and the
showcases carrying the ar-
tefacts are being spruced
up. So, the museum will be
formally inaugurated
soon,” said Dr. Sukumar.

Source: The Hindu, 05 November 2025, p. 8
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Timely appeal: From left, G. Ravikumar, Professor and Director, Centre for Water Resources, Anna
University; P. Kannan, Director (Operations), CPCL; Gaurav Kumar, Executive Director, CMWSSB; and
Navin Kumar, MD, Navin’s, in conversation with K. Lakshmi, Deputy Editor, The Hindu. R. RAGU

‘Water recycling through
advanced technologies can
help meet rising demand’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

With Chennai’s growing
demand for water and ris-
ing stress on local sources,
experts at a panel discus-
sion on ‘Water for Tomor-
row- Sustainable Manage-
ment and  Industrial
Responsibility’ at The Hin-
du Sustainability Summit
2025 highlighted the need
to recycle and reuse every
drop through advanced
treatment  technologies,
and for better integration
between policy, industry,
and research.

G. Ravikumar, Professor
and Director of the Centre
for Water Resources at An-
na University, said that
while civil engineers cur-
rently handle most of the
water-related work in de-
partments such as the
Chennai Metropolitan Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage
Board (CMWSSB), the Wa-
ter Resources Department
(WRD), and the Tamil Na-
du Water Supply and
Drainage (TWAD) Board,
they often lack a deep un-
derstanding of hydrologi-
cal systemns. “Most civil en-
gineering graduates study
very little about water re-
sources or environmental
management,” he said,

proposing a dedicated un-
dergraduate programme in
Water Resources Engineer-
ing to build expertise.

Speaking from the in-
dustry’s perspective, P.
Kannan, Director (Opera-
tions), Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Ltd. (CPCL),
said industries are increas-
ingly adopting technolo-
gies to reduce freshwater
use and achieve zero liquid
discharge. “Nearly half of
the water used in refineries
goes into cooling and gen-
eration processes. We treat
and reuse most of this wa-
ter within the plant itself,
cutting down on fresh wa-
ter consumption,” he said.
He added that closer col-
laboration between indus-
try, government, and re-
search institutions was
needed to develop indige-
nous water treatment
technologies.

Gaurav Kumar, Execu-
tive Director of the
CMWSSB, explained that
the city is advancing circu-
lar water use through its
Tertiary Treatment Re-
verse Osmosis (TTRO) and
Tertiary Treatment Ultra-
Filtration (TTUF) plants.
“Through these facilities,
used and black water are
thoroughly treated and
reused or released into

lakes for recharge,” he
said. He added that the
board plans to invite
school and college stu-
dents to visit these plants
to build awareness and en-
courage water conserva-
tion from a young age.

Navin Kumar, Managing
Director of Navin’s, said
the real estate sector has
steadily adopted water-effi-
cient technologies, includ-
ing grey-water recycling,
rainwater harvesting, and
low-flow fixtures.

Government incentives
“In commercial buildings,
recycled water can meet
up to 60% or 70% of the re-
quirements,” Mr. Navin
said. He also urged the go-
vernment to offer incen-
tives such as temporary tax
rebates for developers who
construct certified green
buildings.

Mr. Navin added that
creating public awareness
of water conservation can-
not be a one-time exercise
and long-term awareness
campaigns and stronger ci-
tizen participation are key
to building a circular water
economy.

The session was moder-
ated by K. Lakshmi, Depu-
ty Editor, Reporting, The
Hindu.

Source: The Hindu, 08 November 2025, p. 11

Metrowater ramps up
sewer upgrade to reduce
pollution in waterways

Residents call for action against pollution and projects for clean rivers and canals; in

recent months, the agency has added 38 new pumping stations with increased capacity

WATER WATCH

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

pollution in city waterways,

Chennai Metrowater has
stepped up efforts to upgrade
sewer infrastructure and build
additional roadside sewage
pumping stations and modular
sewage treatment plants.

Residents noted that while
sewage outflow and blocks have
eased in areas that underwent re-
cent improvement works, con-
certed efforts are needed to en-
sure cleaner minor canals in the
city.

This year, the water agency
has identified nearly 518 sewage
outfalls in the Adyar river within
city limits and is working to plug
them in phases. While projects
are in place to plug 29 outfalls,
250 sewage outfalls would be ar-
rested through works proposed
under Adyar River Restoration
Project, which will be executed
using hybrid annuity model.

Similarly, 365 sewage outfalls
have been identified in Bucking-
ham Canal, and three of them
have been plugged so far. Of this,
nearly 128 are dry outfalls whe-
rein wastewater is discharged
during summer. Of the 201 out-
falls in the Cooum river, nearly 41
of them have been arrested so far.

Residents of Kodambakkam
and MGR Nagar noted that the re-
curring problem of sewage over-
flow has reduced after sewer in-
frastructure was improved.

V. Gopalakrishnan of MGR Na-
gar said sewage continues to find
its way into minor canals like
MGR Canal and Trustpuram Ca-
nal.

While old sewer lines have
been replaced in areas like Devar

ln a push to reduce sewage

Source: The Hindu, 19 November 2025, p. 3

Plant at Todd Hunter Nagar in Saidapet on Tuesday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Nagar to prevent collapses, P.
Boominathan of Anna Nagar
West Extension said that strin-
gent action and more projects are
needed to stop sewage entering
canals leading to Cooum river, in-
cluding Padikuppam drain.

Metrowater officials said the
quantity of sewage collected and
treated through the network has
increased from 600 million litres
a day (mld) in 2024 to 675 mld in
the city through various initia-
tives. The ongoing efforts are ex-
pected to further reduce sewage
flow into waterways.

According to Metrowater,
nearly 23 roadside sewage pump-
ing stations have been added to
various localities, including Pillai-
yar Koil Street, Kodambakkam
and Madhavaperumal West
Street, Alandur. These facilities
would act as lift stations, convey-
ing sewage from low-level collec-
tion points to main sewage
pumping stations and preventing
sewage outflow.

In recent months, the water
agency has also added 38 new
sewage pumping stations with
improved pumping capacity in
areas like Aminjikarai and Trust-
puram. Modular sewage treat-
ment plants have been added in
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Chetpet, Kundrathur, Choolaime-
du, Todd Hunter Nagar, Madura-
voyal and Kotturpuram, with the
facility in Todd Hunter Nagar
built with a larger capacity of four
mld.

With a goal to prevent pollu-
tion into waterways and ensure
that maximum quantity of sew-
age reaches STPs, Metrowater has
also laid lines to intercept and
divert sewage flowing into water-
ways, including in Chintadripet,
Adyar, Kotturpuram , Ekkaduth-
angal, Nandambakkam and Jaf-
ferkhanpet. Similar works were
carried out in places like Mehta
Nagar and Anna Nagar under the
Integrated Cooum Eco-Restora-
tion project.

Besides improving sewage
pumping stations in several
areas, including Ice House and
Namachivayapuram, old sewer
lines have been replaced with
pipes of larger capacity for a
length of 247 km. Additional sew-
er lines have been laid for anoth-
er 213.4 km in core and added
areas as part of the ¥385.38 crore
worth projects to strengthen the
infrastructure. Some of the works
to replace sewer network in Nesa-
pakkam and Saidapet are under
progress, officials said.



Over 3,000 cases of WhatsApp
hacking scam reported in T.N.

The scammers trick a target into revealing the 6-digit SMS or in-app code that WhatsApp sends

during login; it is typically done by phone calls or chat messages in the guise of tech support

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

hatsApp, once
w merely a social
media platform

for communication, has
evolved into an essential
part of daily life — extend-
ing its reach from personal
messaging to business
coordination and even offi-
cial communication such
as service of summons. Ho-
wever, the increasing re-
liance on the app has also
exposed users to new
forms of cyber threats, pol-
ice said.

Despite its end-to-end
encryption, WhatsApp is
witnessing a surge in hack-
ing-related scams that ex-
ploit user negligence. In
Tamil Nadu alone, the Cyb-
er Crime Wing has record-
ed over 3,000 such com-
plaints in 2025.

Additional Director
General of Police, Cyber
Crime Wing, Sandeep Mit-
tal said, “Being an end-to-
end encrypted message
medium, any careless or
negligible usage costs huge
sums of money, reputa-
tional damage, emotional
stress and even life as a pe-
nalty. Recently, we have
seen an increase in What-

Stepping up vigil

Steps to prevent WhatsApp hacking

® Never install ® |nstall mKavach
any .Apk files app to verify
shared through | if there’s any
WhatsApp hidden malicious
or any social app runningin

media platform | your mobile

B Never send money to any accounts

without verifying the sender.

Always make normal phone call to

verify the sender

® Check the linked
devices in your WhatsApp

® |f you lose access, immediately

re-register your number on WhatsApp
(which will log others out), enable

two-step verification, and inform

your bank/financial services provider
if any financial information may have

been exposed

sApp hacking scams.”
There is no uniform modus
operandi in WhatsApp
hacking scams. But all the
common tactics involve a
mix of technical tricks and
convincing users their ac-
tions are harmless or even
necessary.

A common approach is
an QTP/verification-code
scam, where the scam-
mers trick a target into re-
vealing the 6-digit SMS or
in-app code that WhatsApp
sends during login. This is
typically done by phone
calls or chat messages pre-
tending to be tech support,

Source: The Hindu, 03 November 2025, p. 4

settings frequently

® Be extremely cautious
if your phone battery
drains unusually fast

| |n case of any financial
loss, immediately dial
1930 helpline

a bank, or even a friend
asking - “I didn’t get the
code — please forward it.”
A new wave of targeted
WhatsApp fraud uses fake
RTO (Regional Transport
Office) challan messages to
trick vehicle owners into
installing malicious soft-
ware. The message looks
alarmingly real which in-
cludes the victim’s vehicle
number, a brief descrip-
tion of the alleged offence,
and a clickable “pay chal-
lan” link. Because traffic
fines are time-sensitive and
many people treat RTO
notices as official, reci-
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pients often act quickly
without pausing to verify
the source, an officer of the
Cyber Crime Wing ex-
plained.

As soon as the user taps
the link, he/she is prompt-
ed to download an An-
droid APK file. Once in-
stalled, the app requests
intrusive permissions (ac-
cess to SMS, contacts, noti-
fications, or accessibility
services). Those permis-
sions allow the malware to
read one-time passwords
(OTPs), capture verifica-
tion messages, capture
personal contacts and
messages.

Also, the contacts are
used for wunauthorized
transactions or to imperso-
nate the victim to defraud
their contacts. The scam-
mers often abuse the trust
of group chats and contact
lists to propagate payment
requests, fake invoices.

“Tamil Nadu Cyber
Crime Wing has received
around 3,161 complaints in
2025 on the WhatsApp
Hacking scam and this
scam can be easily prevent-
ed when our common
sense is applied. Certain
measures can easily safe-
guard people from such
scam,” said Mr. Mittal.



Social Media Trends Drive Travellers 1o Japan, Korea And Vietnam For
Holidays; A Record 2.33 Lakh Indian ‘Tourists Visited Japan Last Year

Chennai sets eyes
on Japan and Korea

Instagram reels has significantly
influenced the travellers’ interests

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

vited Indian tour agencies to
promote newer destinations
beyond the Golden Route, such

Basheer Ahmed, office-bearer
of Outbound Travel Associa-
tion of India and MD, Chennai

ASIA

candid snapshot at as Hiroshima, Hokkaido, Nara, Metro Travels Pvt Ltd. o Japan
Shibuya Crossing and Toyama, to ease pressure. For middle-income families, 1 South Korea
and a frothy latte at Midhun Chulliel Hari, who  Vietnam and Cambodia are new

the Pokémon Café visited Japan recently with favourites. Families can spend +———— Vietnam

in Tokyo or a selfie
at Da Nang’s famous Hand Sky-
walk in Ba Na Hills — Chen-
nai's travellers are choosing
holiday destinations not from
brochures, but from what trends
on Instagram and YouTube.
Tour operators say young
couples and families prefer Ja-
pan, Korea, and Vietnam this
holiday season. “The craze
for Japan is due to a fascina-
tion with anime culture. Many
youngsters fly there just to visit
Pokémon Café, Disneyland or
try trending treats such as Mo-

LET’S PLAN A TRIP

chi Matcha. Families with Gen
Zkids are choosing South Korea
to experience the K-pop vi
said Sriharan Balan, managing
director, Madura Travels.
Among travellers, Japan's
Golden Route — Tokyo, Kyoto,
and Osaka — is the hottest tick-
et, with average family pack-
ages costing around 5.5 lakh.
Officials from the Consulate of
Japan in Chennai said a record
2.33 lakh Indian tourists visited
Japan in 2024, marking a 40%
increase over the previous year.
But the boom has led to over-
crowding. “The destinations are
saturated — there’s literally no
hotel room vacant in Tokyo or
Osaka on weekends,” Sriharan
added. Japanese govt has in-

Enthusiasm for K-culture is also visible in south India -
especially in Chennai, where the number of Korean
restaurants has been steadily increasing

Chang Nyun Kim, Consul General of Republic of Korea in Chennai

family, said, “I enjoyed the food
and attended Nebuta festival.
We need direct flights to Japan.”

two to three days each in Hanoi,
Ho Chi Minh City, Da Nang, and
Phnom Penh, completing a 10-

s

Cambodia

Next in line is South Korea,
especially among families with
Gen Z children who devour K-
dramas and BTS.
Packages averag-
ing %6 lakh offer
themed experiences
around K-pop stu-
dios, street fashion,
and localised food
tours. Chang Nyun
Kim, consul-general
of Republic of Ko-
rea in Chennai, said,
“The global rise of
K-culture has sig-
nificantly influenced
travellers’  interests,
inspiring many to ex-
plore food, landmarks,
and traditions,” he
said.

Myong Kil Yun, re-
gional director, India
and SAARC Countries,
Korea Tourism Organi-
sation, said Korea welcomed 1.7
lakh Indians in 2024, a 44% rise
compared to the last year. “The
strong momentum has contin-
ued in 2025, with more than 1.3

day trip for 22 lakh. So,
where’s  your
next trip to?

AUSTRALIA

Map not to scale

10-DAY PACKAGE
COST FOR 3-MEMBER
FAMILY (ziakh)

ROUND-TRIP
AIRFARE

lakh Indian visitors recorded | JAPAN (Tokyo-Osaka) 55,000-70,000
bet J. d Aug,” he said.

“"A new destination catch | SOUTH KOREA (seou) | 50,000 -65,000
ing up in Vietnam is Phu Quoc,
where Indians don’t even need a VIETNAM 25'000 - 30'000
visa if travelling directly,” said | (Hanoi-Da Nang) D‘Tgasohcsﬂz%law

CAMBODIA (Phnom Penh)
BALI (Indonesia)

28,000 - 35,000
35,000 -40,000

Source: The Times of India, 05 November 2025, p. 2
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Trek Tamil Nadu initiative to
expand with additional routes

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Building on its success over
the past year, with 15,500
trekkers, including over
1,400 students and 150 in-
ternational visitors, explor-
ing the forest trails, the
Trek Tamil Nadu initiative
is set to expand its eco-sen-
sitive adventure experienc-
es to more destinations
across the State.

Launched in 2024, the
initiative has been offering
sustainable trekking op-
portunities in select forest
and wildlife areas, combin-
ing adventure, conserva-
tion, and community parti-
cipation. It provides
trekkers with a safe, guid-
ed, and enriching expe-
rience of Tamil Nadu’s nat-
ural heritage.

The most popular
routes by footfall include
Yelagiri-Swamimalai
(2,209), Gudiyam Caves in
Tiruvallur (1,743), Baraliyar
in Coimbatore (982), and

Source: The Hindu, 02 November 2025, p. 4

Launched in 2024, the initiative offers a safe, guided, and enriching

experience of Tamil Nadu’s natural heritage. FILE PHOTO

Parsons Valley-Mukurthi
Hut (835) and Avalanche-
Kolaribetta (729) in the Nil-
giris.

Following the positive
response, the programme
aims to expand from its
current 40 curated routes
to over 50. Plans are also
under way to collaborate
with the Tamil Nadu Tou-
rism Development Corpo-
ration (TTDC) to launch in-
tegrated eco-tour
packages, hold refresher

training and exposure vi-
sits for guides, and intro-
duce school and college
trekking programmes to
promote experiential
learning, an official release
said. The initiative has also
been recognised for its in-
novative approach, receiv-
ing the ‘Most Exclusive
Product Award’ at TTF
Chennai 2025 and the ‘Best
Niche Tourism Operator
Award’ at the Tamil Nadu
Tourism Awards 2025.
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