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Economic growth rate of TN 9.69%: Min

Times News NETWORK

Tuticorin: Tamil Nadu fi-
nance minister Thangam
Thennarasu on Saturday
said that the
state
achieved a
remarkable
real econom-
ic growth
rate of 9.69%
in  2023-24,
the highest among all states
and the strongest in a dec-
ade for the state.

The minister told the

press in Tuticorin, that the
achievement was a testa-
ment to the visionary lead-
ership of Chief Minister M
K Stalin over the past four
years.

“In that way, last year,
our economy was %15.73
lakh crore and currently it
is%17.23 lakh crore and still
growing. This growth rate
of 9.69% at constant price,
if it is considered at nomi-
nal price with inflation, the
growth rate would be at
14%. Before this year’s bud-
get, an economic survey re-

Source: The Times of India, 6 April 2025, p.6

port was released. The esti-
mated economic growth
rate that we mentioned in it
was 8% but now we
achieved 9.69%,"” he said.

He also added that nota-
ble economists such as C
Rangarajan and K R Shan-
mugam estimated the eco-
nomic growth rate to be
9.3% but even that was sur-
passed with the 9.69%
achieved.

“Of the three important
sectors, agriculture, manu-
facturing and service sec-
tors, the service sector pro-

vided significant contribu-
tions. This shows we are
firmly on track towards the
ambitious goal set by CM
Stalin of becoming a 1 tril-
lion dollar economy by
2030,” said Thennarasu.

He pointed out that the
chief minister took active
steps from bringing in busi-
ness investments to the
state to easing the setting
up of businesses while fo-
cusing on people’s welfare,
laying the foundation for
the state’s economic
growth.

TN holds high-level meet on US tariff fallout

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chernai

TAMIL NADU is bracing itself
for potential economic head-
winds from the new 26% tarift
imposed by the United States,
even as it posted 29.69% growth
rate for 2024-25 — the fastest in
India and the highest the south-
ern manufacturing hub has re-
corded in a decade.

Industries Minister TR B Ra-
jaa said the state government
has convened high-level meet-
ings to assess the broader eco-
nomiec implications of the US
move. Although the new tarifts
donot explicitly target services
or India’s vast IT industry, Ra-
jaa warned that indirect conse-

guences—particularly for ex-
port-linked manufacturing
—could be significant.

“Qur competition is with
countries, not other Indian
states,” Rajaa said, reiterating
TN's ambition to be seen not as
aregional player, buta globally-
competitive economic force.

He attributed the state’s
strong growth performance to
active monitoring of interna-
tional trade dynamiecs and nim-
ble policy interventions to sup-
port sunrise sectors. TN, known
for its automotive, electronics,
and textiles industries, has
erown increasingly export-ori-
ented in recent years — a factor
that makes it more vulnerable

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 April 2025, p.4

to trade shocks.

Rajaa noted that policymak-
ers worldwide are still grap-
pling with the long-term macr-

oeconomic impact of
protectionist measures.
“There is insufficient under-
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standing internationally about
how tariffs ripple through
economies,” he said.

The state government has
launched a sector-wise impact
analysis to evaluate the effect
of the new US tariffs and iden-
tify areas where course correc-
tion or pre-emptive action may
be required. Official sources,
speaking on condition of ano-
nvmity, told TNIE that the
short-term impact of the tariffs
on TN is likely to be limited.

“In fact, over the long term,
this may even play to our ad-
vantage, as key competitors in
electronics and textiles arealso
affected by the higher US tar-
ifts,” sources said.



Dawn of Don’s tariff: Higher rate for India’s
competitors offers hope for TN exporters

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai/ Coimbataore

FOLLOWING US President Don-
ald Trump's imposition of 27%
tariff on Indian exports, Tamil
Nadu's autn, textile, and leather
sectors are bracing for disrup-
tions, particularly in labour-in-
tensive industries.

Indian leather and textile ex-
portersare navigating bothchal-
lenges and opportunities in re-
sponse to these tariffs. Abdul
Wahab, MDof KH Shoes, warned
of potential order cancellations
and declining exports. India’s to-
tal leather exports stand at $4.01
billion, with the US being the
largest market, accounting for
$873 million (21.71%). Tamil
Nadu, which contributes 40% of
this total, is especially vulnera-
ble to the policy shift.

The state has already seen an
18% decline in exports, falling
from $2.04 billion in FY 2023 to
$1.66 billion in 2024. “The fall or-
der season, crucial for holiday
sales, hasbeenseverely affected.

gl R

April to July is critical for pro-
duction, and customers are al-
ready looking to share the bur-
den of these tariffs. From April
5, incoming goods will be subject
to the new levy, significantly in-
creasing costs for both exporters
and buyers,” Wahab stated. De-
spite the challenges, industry
leaders see a silver lining. Com-
peting East Asian economies,

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 April 2025, p.5

Tamil Nadu contributes 0% of India's total leather exports | Fie mc

such as Vietnam (46 %) and Cam-
bodia (49%), face even steeper
tarifts, potentially making India
a more attractive sourcing
destination.

Israr Ahmed, vice-president
of the Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organisations (FIEO), be-
lieves this could enhance India’s
global standing. “With these tar-
iff's, interest in India is likely to

grow, and we expect major
brands to shift sourcing here, po-
tentially boosting export or-
ders,” Ahmed said.

Textile industry leaders also
echo this optimism. Prabhu
Dhamodharan, convenor of the
Indian Texpreneurs Federation
(ITF), pointed out that India’s
26% tarift is significantly lower
than Vietnam (46%), Sri Lanka
{44 %), Bangladesh (37%), and
China (34 %), improving its cost
competitiveness.

A Sakthivel, vicechairman of
Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEPC), noted that an
additional ad valorem duty will
take eftect trom April 9. With
35% of India’s apparel exports
going to the US, the 26% tariff
could impact competitiveness.
Turkey and Brazil, facing only a
10% tariff, may become more at-
tractive sourcing options. How-
over, India still retains a tariff
advantage over Sri Lanka, Viet-
nam, Cambodia, Bangladesh,
and China, which may help off:
set some negative effects.

TN aims to mine 32.4K cr from new mineral tax

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

WITH the introduction of Min-
eral Bearing Land Tax (MBLT)
for mineral excavation, the
state government is eyveing to
senerate additional revenue of
approximately 2,400 crore an-
nually starting this vear.

In an official statement on
Monday, E Saravanavelraj,
Commissioner of Geology and
Mining, said the tax rates had
been fixed for 32 minerals un-
der the Tamil Nadu Mineral
Bearing Land Tax Act, 2024.
“Leasecholders of both major
and minor minerals must pay

the tax from April 4. The high-
est tax rate is 7,000 per tonne
for sillimanite, while the lowest
is 40 per tonne for clay miner-
als,” he said.

The MBLT was introduced
primarily to curb unchecked
and illegal exploitation of natu-
ral resources. While mining
minerals like sillimanite, lime-
stone, lignite, granite and gar-
net sand generate substantial
revenue for private companies,
the government earns signifi-
cantly less through rovalties
and other fees.

Additionally, mineral extrac-
tion causes severe ecological
damage, including deforesta-

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 April 2025, p.6

ADDITIONAL REVENUE

m Leaseholders of major, minor
minerals must pay tax from
April &

m |t seeks to incorporate
environmental costs into
econamic framework of mining

m Highest tax rateis
7,000 per tonne
forsillimanite, lowest is

Z40 per tonne

for clay minerals
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tion, groundwater depletion
and soil degradation. The
MBLT seeks to incorporate en-
vironmental costs into the eco-
nomic framework of mining.
Currently, leaseholders of
major minerals pay statutory
fees to the government, includ-
ing rovalties, District Mineral
Foundation Trust (DMFT) con-
tributions and National Min-
eral Exploration Trust (NMET)
funds, for mining and transpor-
tation. Similarly, minor miner-
al leaseholders remit payments
such as seigniorage fees, DMFT
contributions, and green fund
fees for guarrving and
transportation.



“Tamil Nadu govt.
plans to borrow
20,000 crore

in QI of FY2026

Sanjay Vijayvakumar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment plans to borrow
320,000 crore in the first
quarter of fiscal 2025-26,
according to the indicative
market borrowings sche-
dule of States released by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

States, including Tamil
Nadu, raise funds through
issue of bonds known as
State Development Loans
(SDLs). The auction for the
bonds is conducted by the
RBI. The bonds are issued
for various tenures and
States have to repay the
principal along with inter-
est on maturity.

In his budget speech for
202526 last month, Fi-
nance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu said that the
estimates for receipt and
repayment of borrowings
had been finalised on the
basis of overall borrowing
ceiling fixed by the Govern-
ment of India.

He had pointed out that
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment planned to borrow a
total amount of
%1,62,096.76 crore during
2025-26 and make repay-
ment of ¥55,844.53 crore.
As aresult, the outstanding
borrowing as on March 31,
2026 will be ¥9,29,959.30
crore.

In Budget Estimates
2025-26, Debt to Gross

Minister Thennarasu
said last month that
the State planned to
borrow 1,62,096.76
crore during 2025-26

State Domestic Product
(GSDP) ratio was projected
to be 26.07%, well within
the target of 28.70% pre-
scribed under the 15" Fi-
nance Commission. As per
the RBI, total market bor-
rowings by State govern-
ments and Union Territo-
ries for April-June quarter
2025 is expected to be
32,73,255 crore.

Maharashtra has indi-
cated the highest amount
of gross borrowings at
350,000 crore for the first
quarter of 2025-26, accord-
ing to ratings firm ICRA. It
said that the total borrow-
ing plan of the State for the
first quarter of 2025-26 is
87.4% higher than the first
quarter of 2024-25.

Bihar, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, West Bengal and
Uttar Pradesh account for
nearly three-fourth of the
incremental borrowings
for first quarter of 2025-
2026, it added.

In fiscal 2024-25 (till Ja-
nuary), Tamil Nadu’s gross
market borrowings stood
at T88,025 crore, as per the
RBI data. After adjusting
for repayments, the net
borrowing was 360,175
crore.

Source: The Hindu, 6 April 2025, p.8
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At $14.65 bn, TN accounts for 41.3%
of country’s electronics exports: Rajaa

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

THE state has established it-
self as India’s electronics ex-
port powerhouse, recording
shipments worth $14.65 billion
in the financial year 2024-25,
according to Industries Minis-
ter Dr TRE Rajaa.

The state accounted for
41.3% of the country's total
electronics exports during the
vear, highlighting its
erowing dominance
in a sector that is in-
creasingly central to
India’s manufacturing
strategy. In comparison,

Tamil Nadu recorded $9.56 bil- 1'1
lion in electronics exports dur- |
ing the previous financial year, °

2023-24,

Karnataka, ranked second,
registered $7.85 billion in ex-
ports - 22.09% of the national
total. Combined, these two
southern states contributedap-

proximately 64% of India’s to-
tal electronics exports.

These figures underscore
Tamil Nadu's expanding role
in the global electronics supply
chain, as both state and nation-
al policymakers work to posi-
tion India as a competitive al-
ternative to China in
manufacturing.

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 April 2025, p.4
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The surge in exports has
been fuelled by increased in-
vestment from multinational
corporations and targeted in-
centives provided under In-
dia’s Production Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) scheme. Of particular
note is the 25,000 crore PLI
scheme for manufacturing
electronic components, which
Dr Rajaa highlighted in a post
on social media platform X. He
described it as a strong en-
dorsement of Tamil Nadu's
long-stand ing strategy to move
up the electronics value chain,
particularly by expanding into
component manufacturing.

The PLI scheme aims to
boost domestic production of
critical electronic compo-

nents - such as batteries,
displays, camera mod-
ules, and printed circuit
boards (PCBs) to
strengthen India's elec-
tronics ecosystem and re-
duce reliance on imports.



Agriculture

Shrinking land, rising cost: It’s a
tough harvest for small farmers

About 90% % Of India’s
Farmers Own Between
Less Than Tivo Hectares
Of Land And Earn Less
Than ¥4,500 A Month
From Agriculture. But
The Right Policies, Digital
Innovations And Market
Reforms Can Help
Improve Livelihoods

S Chandramohan

ming in India is under strain, and
it’s the small and marginal farmers
‘who bear the brunt. NABARD's latest
report says that an average farming
household earns ¥13,000a month — of which
only 4,500 comes directly from agriculture.
Insome states, the figure drops below 25,000,
pushing farmers into economic vulnerabil-
ity The ‘state of marginal farmers of India
2024 report says many are adapting to non-
farm income sources as agriculture becomes
less viable.

‘With food demand expected to rise from
330 million tonnes to 500 million tonnes by
2050, and supply likely to drop, productivity
improvements are imperative to meet domes-
tic needs and exports.

As India strives to become a $10 trillion
economy over the next decade, a critical sec-
tor remains in distress — agriculture, par-
ticularly marginal and small farmers. De-
spite govt interventions and agritech solu-
tions, they continue to struggle with declin-
inglandholding sizes, stagnant incomes and
limited access to technology:

About 10 crore marginal farmers (owning
less than 1 hectare) and 2.6 crore small farm-
ers (owning about two hectares) constitute
89.4% of India’s farming population.

Over the past four decades, India’s average
operational landholding size has fallen from
2.28 hectares (1970-72) to 1.08 hectares. In
states such as Kerala, it is as low as 0.18 hec-
tares. This fragmentation, driven by popula-
tion growth and generational division, has
made traditional farming less viable.

Tamil Nadu’s GDP growth is higher than
the national average and its per capita in-
come of 23.2 lakh is more than 170% of the
all-India per capita income, but farmers suf-

2 e ‘5‘7'-"‘ ? Z
THE DISCONNECT

Several govt initiatives aim to support

small farmers, but impact varies

» e-NAM (National Agriculture Market)
digitises agricultural trade, but adoption is
low. Creating hub and i

apps
of cost. Expand e-NAM adoption through
targeted training programmes for
marginal farmers

» Agriculture Infrastructure Fund supports
farm-based infrastructure, but marginal
farmers struggle to access funds due to
lack of collateral

» Farmer producer organisations
encourage collective farming yet remain
underutilised due to operational
challenges

> Govt-backed initiatives such as IFFCO’s
Namo Didi are pushing affordable drone
services (3200-2300 per acre), but
adoption is limited
> Kisan Suvidha, Kisan-eMitra and other
apps provide comprehensive information
on farm practices, but digital literacy is a
roadblock. Training agri extension officers
(one for every ten villages) through
research institutes on how to use and

transfer technology will help

fer as the average landholding of the farm
size is only 0.75 hectares. Marginal and small
farmers in TN account for more than 90% of
the sector:

Cultivation of single crop is the predomi-
nant practice and about 40% of the opera-

Source: The Times of India, 3 April 2025, p.6

tional holdings donot report harvest of crops
implying either crop failure or current fal-
lows.

Access to technical information on culti-
vation is essentially through television and
radio. While apps such as state govt's Uzhavan
are useful, the Tamil Nadu Agricultural Uni-
versity’s agri tech portal usage is limited as
farmers cannot afford a smartphone.

Also, small land parcels limit mechanisa-
tion and access to modern inputs. Despite
govt initiatives, institutional credit remains
inaccessible to many due to land ownership
constraints.

Farmers struggle with fluctuating prices
and less market access, leading to reliance
on intermediaries. Unpredictable weather
patterns, erratic rainfall and depleting
groundwater further threaten farm yields.
While e NAM has integrated more than 1,260
mandis across India, adoption among mar-
ginal farmers remains low due to lack of
digital literacy and smartphone penetration.

Several govt initiatives aim to support
small farmers, but their impact varies. For
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instance, ¥2.24 lakh crore has been dis-
bursed under PM-Kisan since its launch in
2019, benefiting more than 11 crore farmers.
The annual 26,000 support barely offsets
rising input costs. Also, while farmers have
benefitted through PMFBY (crop insur-
ance), huge coverage gaps persist for mar-
ginal farmers. More than 12 crore soil
health scheme cards have been issued since
its launch in 2014-2015, but adoption among
smallholders is negligible.

Agritech such as the use of Al IoT, and
satellite-based advisories to improve resource
efficiency, are unaffordable for marginal
farmers. Similarly, hardly any marginal
farmers use climate-resilient seeds and other
innovations in biotechnology that help farm-
ers adapt to erratic weather patterns.

India’s fragmented supply chain limits
farm-to-market efficiency. For instance, ba-
nanas from Theni district in TN could fetch
740-780/kg in Delhi if transported efficient-
ly. While schemes such as Operation Greens
promote primary processing centres (PPCs),
many regions lack facilities, leading to post-
harvest losses. Establishing PPCs within
20km of production zones to minimize post-
harvest losses.

Upto 25% of produce is wasted annually
due to inadequate cold storage facilities.
Empty trucks returning without cargo re-
duce revenue opportunities for farmers.

To uplift marginal farmers, an integrated
village development model is essential. Wide-
spread drone use for spraying at subsidised
cost and intercropping techniques to opti-
mise land use needs to be encouraged as well
as schemes to scale up adoption of drought-
resistant seeds and precision farming tech-
nologies under govt-backed initiatives such
Krishi Mangal.

Distributing timber saplings through
panchayats will help promote water retention
in drought-resistant areas and uncultivated
land. Shifting 20% of land to organicmethods
‘will fetch premium prices. In one hectare of
land with crop husbandry, two cows, nitrogen
fixing boundary plantation it is possible to
increase income. Unfortunately; adaptation
is low.

Bridging the gap between policy design
and implementation requires adoption of
villages and partnerships among govt bodies,
agri tech firms, farmer organisations and
research institutions. Investing in holistic,
scalable solutions addressing climate resil-
ience, infrastructure gaps and financial inclu-
sion can turn marginal farming into a sus-
tainable and profitable enterprise— one that
not only feeds the nation but also secures the
livelihoods of millions at the heart of India’s
agrarian economy.

(The writer is director and group
president finance of TAFE)



State govt to provide 5L loan
for rural women to buy land

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
on Tuesday announced that
loans as much as ¥5lakh wo-
uld be provided to landless
poor agricultural women
workers through cooperati-
ve banks to purchase farm-
land up to two acres in their
name.

About1,000economically
backward women will be
provided loans of up to 3
lakh each through coopera-
tive societies to purchase en-
vironmentally friendly elec-
tricautos.

Cooperatives minister K
R Periakaruppan made the
announcements while re-
plying to the debate on de-
mand for grants for the de-
partment. He said the govt
would also disburse?1.11akh
crore loan assistance thro-
ugh various ongoing sche-
mesof thecooperative socie-
tiesthis fiscal year to ensure
uniform economic develop-
ment in the state.

The crop loans will be
disbursed on the same day
applications are submitted
in primary agricultural coo-
perative credit societies
(Paces).

“In order to avoid the de-
lay, the process of applying

File Photo

LANDED: Landless agricultural women can buy land in their name

forcroploansonlineanddis-
bursing crop loans directly
to farmers’ bank accounts
onthesameday applications
aresubmitted, will be imple-
mented as a pilot project in
Dharmapuri district and la-
ter expanded throughout
TN,” the minister said.

Loans will also be provi-
ded to govt-recognized gro-
ups such as farmers’ produ-
cers groups, self-help gro-
ups, and joint liability gro-
ups (JLGs)toenablefarmers
to store, process, and add va-
lueto their produce.

Net banking services,
mobile banking, and credit
cards will also be provided
through cooperative banks
like commercial banks.
Branches of the central coo-

Source: The Times of India, 9 April 2025, p.5

Source: The Times of India, 10 April 2025, p.6

perative bank will be estab-
lished in Mathur, Puzhuthi-
vakkam, Thirunageswa-
ram, Saliyamangalam,
Chekkanurani, and Thenni-
lai, Periakaruppan said.

“Cooperative supermar-
kets are selling consumer
goods that the public needs
on a daily basis at quality
and reasonable prices. Qu-
ick commerce will be intro-
duced to deliver these consu-
mer goods directly to the ho-
mes of customers,” the he
said.

In order to ensure comp-
lete quality management in
the PDS outlets of the coope-
ratives department, quality
certificates such as ISO 9001
and ISO 28000 will be obtai-
ned for 5,000 outlets.

TNAU cracks

oraft code for
stronger moringa,

fruitier papaya

¥ : B ¢ gl
GREEN SHOOTS: (Above) TNAU researchers with their drought-resistant
moringa plant; the papaya showed a 52% success rate

Sakthivel.K@timesofindia.com

or a while moringa has been celebrated as a superfood. And now

Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU) researchers have

figured out a way to give the plant another superpower — better
drought resistance,

The annual moringa (drumstick) variety PKM 1 is a popular cultivar
grown across the country, particularly in Mulanur, Dharapuram, Vel-
lakovil and Kundadam in Tirupur district, as well as in Aravakurichi
(Karur district), Theni, Dindigul, Thoothukudi, Ariyalur and Madurai.
The peak harvest season is between March and Aug. However, water
scarcity is a big problem here.

“Grafting is faster than traditional breeding methods and improves
drought tolerance in moringa,” says P Irene Vethamoni, dean of Hor-
ticulture at the Horticultural College and Research Institute. “We take
native varieties such as Moolanur moringa or Karumbu moringa as
rootstock, while PKM 1 serves as the scion. This results in high-yielding
and drought-resistant moringa
plants.”

The technology has been field-
tested and submitted for release,
says Irene. “We have recorded a
grafting successrate of 67%, with §
the graft union forming occurring
in15days. The first flowering was
observed in 65 days, with an aver-
age of 89 pods per tree and a pod
yield of 21.7kg per tree.” The re-
searchers also figured out how to
make get a better papaya yield.
Male papaya trees are a challenge
for commercial farmersas they do
not produce fruit, affecting yield §
and profitability. TNAU’s new
grafting technique will help elim-
inate male papaya plants as well
as combat soil-borne diseases.
“Papaya plants begin flowering only after two to three months of plant-
ing, during which time they need continuous watering and fertiliser
application,” says Irene. Once flowers appear, male trees are removed,
retaining only one healthy male in each pit for every 20 female trees to
ensure pollination. “We use scions from female trees and graft them
onto wild papaya rootstock, which is resistant to soil-borne diseases.”

The grafting showed a 52% success rate. Grafted plants performed
better than those grown from seedlings, with higher fruit count per
plant (42), average fruit weight (1.25 kg), and overall yield (43.4kg per
plant). “Grafted plants also showed earlier flowering (74 days), a lower
first bearing height (65cm), and a shorter time to first harvest (about
260 days) compared to non-grafted ones,” she says.

Email your feedback with name
and address to southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com
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Farmers in delta districts begin kuruvai
cultivation using groundwater

Antony.Fernando
@timesofindia.com

Trichy: Many farmers in
Trichy and delta districts
with access to fresh ground-
water have begun kuruvai
paddy cultivation.

More than 1.2 lakh hec-
tares out of a total 2.1 lakh
hectares targeted for kuru-
vai across delta districts this
year will be cultivated using
groundwater.

At least 27,000 hectares
have been cultivated so far
using groundwater.

V Chinnathambi, 50, a
farmer from Punganur in the
Manikandam block in Trichy
district said, “I have started
cultivation in about three
hectares using groundwater.
I am expecting a better yield
than last year.”

Around 6,000 hectares are
expected to be cultivated this
kuruvaiseason in Trichy dis-
trict.

“Of this, around 60%
would be covered using
groundwater. The rest will be
cultivated using Cauvery wa-

terreleased from Mettur dam
from June 12,” said B Vasan-
tha, the joint director of the
agriculture and farmers’
welfare department in Tri-
chy

In Thanjavur district,
farmers have commenced
cultivation on more than
14,000 hectares so far. The de-
partment has set a target of
covering 78,450 hectares,
half using groundwater.

In Tiruvarur district, ku-
ruvai crops have been culti-
vated on more than 12,000

hectares sofar. Around 70,000
hectares are expected to be

cultivated this  season,

around 55% will be using

groundwater.
Mayiladuthurai district

expects its entire kuruvai
target of 39,000 hectarestobe
covered using groundwater.
The cultivation has begun on
700 hectares so far.
Kuruvai cultivation is yet
to start in Nagapattinam dis-
trict. The department hasset Source: The Times ofIndia,

a target to cover around .
24,000 hectares. 29 April 2025, p.7

With Cashews, Limes, Chillies And Rice In Its Arsenal, The State Is Just Ten

Products Away From Having

A.Subramani@timesofindia.com

ers in Pulivangudi, a semi-

arid region in Tenkasi, de-
cided to try their hand at lime
cultivation. It did not take them
long to realise they were going
in the right direction. Limes are
not water-intensive and grow
well in rich loamy soil, which
the region had in abundance.
In a few years, Pulivangudi
earned the sobriquet ‘lemon
city of India’.

On Thursday, the juicy, high-
ly aromatic and citrusy Puli-
yvangudi acid lime became one
of six edible products unique to
Tamil Nadu that were accorded
the Geographical Indication
(GI) tag by the GI Registry. The
lime, along with Panruti palap-
pazham (Panruti jackfruit),
Panruti cashew, Pulivankudi
acid lime, Virudhunagar samba
vathal (dried red chillies), Chet-
tikulam small onion (shallots)
and Ramanadu Chithiraikar
rice, have taken the number of
GI products in the state to 69,
making it the second highest in
the number of GI products, next
only to Uttar Pradesh, which
has 79 products in its kitty.

The Tamil Nadu State Ag-
ricultural Marketing Board
under the state agriculture
department is the co-applicant
for the GI tag, along with the re-
spective farmers associations,
for all six products. The applica-
tions were filed after field study
and research by IPR attorney P
Sanjai Gandhi.

Email your feedback with

name and address to south-
pole.toi@timesofindia.com

Sometime in the 1950s, farm-

CHETTIKULAM SHALLOT

he combination of favourable soil

conditions, a distinct drying process and
traditional storage methods have made the
Chettikulum onion a favourite in local and
international markets. Grown in soil rich in
sulphur, these pinkish shallots have a
pungency that sets them apart. With a
diameter of about 2em, one of the key

The Highest Number Of GI Tags I
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VIRUDHUNAGAR
SAMBA VATHAL
(RED DRIED CHILLIES)
amous for its perfect blend of
smokiness and spiciness, this
aromatic red chilli is grown in

Virudhunagar, Ramanathapuram,
Sivagangai and Tuticorin. At 0.24%

n The Country

¢

P

PANRUTI
JACKFRUIT

anruti, a mid-size town

in Cuddalore, is the
largest producer and exporter
of jackfruit in India. Known for
their distinctive aroma and sweet
pulp, Panruti jackfruits can weigh
up to 50kg. The oblong-shaped fruit has a green,
spiny skin, which softens as it ripens. The flesh
of the ripened Panruti jackfruit is sweet with a
subtle acidic tang. The ripe fruit is eaten fresh or
used in desserts and jams. The unripe jackfruit is
used as a vegetable in curries, chips and other
savoury dishes.

R\

RAMANADU
CHITHIRAIKAR
RICE

istinctive because of its

dark outer skin and
inner red grain, the rice with
high nutritional value, and
good pest resistance, offers
many benefits to local
farmers. Low-overheads
cultivation methods make it
a sustainable crop. Grown
without heavy use of
chemicals or pesticides, it is
considered a healthier
choice and lends a
unique flavour to dishes
(especially kanji).

morphological traits is the presence of 15 to 18 layers of dried
outer scales, which protect the inner bulb. It helps increase shelf
life (nine months) and preserve quality during storage and
transportation. Farmers in the region use a traditional storage
method called “pattarai”, where they are stored in a structure
that protects them from rain and direct sunlight.

PULIYANGUDI
ACID LIME

ith a 55% juice yield, this

lime stands out for its
intense acidity, high vitamin C
content and aromatic
essential oils. The Kadayam
variety boasts 34.3mg of
ascorbic acid per 100g, which
makes it an antioxidant. Its
thin peel (3mm) is rich in oils
and is used in perfumery. With
each tree producing up to 950
fruits weighing 50g each,
Puliyangudi lime is a popular
ingredient in beverages,
pickles and sauces.

Source: The Times of India, 4 April 2025, p.8

capsaicin, it has a moderate heat that's
used for spice blends, pickles and
seasonings. The chillies are 6cm long and
stand out with their sharp tips and unigue
bulging shoulders. Traditional farming
practices are used to preserve their taste,

PANRUTI CASHEW

hese uniquely curved

cashews are sought J
after in the domestic
and international
markets for their
sweet, subtly nutty
flavour. The region’s
tropical climate and
rich, well-drained red
soil, combined with
traditional processing methods, create an
ideal environment for cashew cultivation.
No wonder Panruti is called the cashew capital
of Tamil Nadu.
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Farmers Say Classifying Palm Sap As An Intoxicant And Mandating A Licence For Tapping Is
Driving Many Out Of The Profession As Well As Endangering Tamil Nadu’s State ‘Tree

There are no
restrictions
on selling

palm by-products, only =

in tapping pathaneer.
Without palm climbers,
conserving the trees
will be difficult. And
with neglect, we will
lose them to

urbanisation

—Godson Samuel,
Environmental activist

B Pic: Senthil Nathan M SSE

Source: The Times of India, 15 April 2025, p.6

Vinothkumar.N@
timesofindia.com

very time summer comes
around, a large number of
people in Tamil Nadu turn
to pathaneer, seen as
among the healthiest, most natural
and traditional cooling drinks. But
though widely consumed, its ex-
traction is caught in red tape.

A recent debate in the Tamil
Nadu assembly between speaker
M Appavu and minister for khadi
and village industries K Ponmudy
brought the issue into the spot-
light. Ponmudy said though palm
sap is non-alcoholic when extract-
ed, as pathaneer ferments it can
become an intoxicant which, he
explained, was why the drink is
regulated under the Prohibition
Act and monitored by the excise
department. He added that those
who extract it need alicence meant
for intoxicants. Appavu, who hails
from palm-rich Tirunelveli,
backed the tappers, saying
pathaneer, when freshly tapped,
doesn’t ferment immediately — vet
tappers were being asked to seek
govt permission for the process.

Ponmudy said that even if tap-
pers claim to extract only sap, it
could still be fermented, which
was why a ban on pathaneer ex-
traction was needed, allowing it
only for byproducts such as palm
sugar and candy. Appavu said tap-
pers were often detained by police,
affecting their livelihoods, to
which Ponmudy said the issue of
police interference would be ad-
dressed.

The debate also reopened the
issue of how the state will justify
its investment in the palmyrah
development mission if tapping is
restricted, and how palm — the
state tree — would be conserved.
Historically, during the non-
cooperation movement in
1921, social reformer Peri-
yar E V Ramasamy, who was
then in the Congress, cam-

paigned against toddy, while the
British marketed their own liquor.
“To do away with the competition,
the British enacted the Tamil
Nadu Prohibition Act, 1937, which
was implemented on a pilot basis
in Salem, North Arcot, Chittoor
and Kadapa,” says Pandian, a palm
tree farmer in Villupuram district.
After Independence, with no op-
position to the Act, it was imple-
mented across Madras Presidency
during the chief ministership of
Omandur Ramasamy Reddiar.

In the 1970s and 1980s, says Pan-
dian, the DMK and ATADMK
opened toddy shops for a few years,
during which palm climbers could
only sell to these outlets. “Climb-
ers were reduced from farmers to
daily wage workers,” says Pandi-
an. “Those shops also sold arrack
that created an image among the
public that consuming toddy is
wrong. Later, these shops were
used to sell Indian-made foreign
liquor (IMFL).”

Toddy is classified as an alcohol
in Tamil Nadu, says Tamil Nadu
toddy movement field coordinator
C Nallysamy. “Palm climbers hav-
ing to get licences is wrong.” Pan-
dian alleges that police in the pro-
hibition department harass palm

K Antony Xavier

| :
Palm over
i coconut

hough sap is also tapped

from coconut trees, it's the
palm tree sap that people opt
for in summer. Coconut sap is a
diuretic, while palm sap retains
water and keeps the body
hydrated. Also, coconut trees
are cultivated and have many
hybrid varieties, while palm
trees do not. That makes palm
pathaneer, known locally as
padhani or neera, a pesticide-
free juice

climbers.

As per the govt’s 2025-2026 kha-
di and village industries depart-
ment policy note, TN has issued
2,612 licences to palm farmers to
tap pathaneer. The practice of dis-
tributing licences has been around
since 1939 when the TN Neera and
Padani Rules were included under
the Prohibition Act. According to
it, the licences need to be renewed
every April, the season when
pathaneer is tapped in large quan-
tities (as it is sweeter).

Kannan, founder of The Palm
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Politics of pathaneer:
A COOL DRINK
&= ISIN HOT WATER

Era, a startup involved in palm
tree-related food product manufac-
turing, says police restrictions are
higher in the northern and west-
ern parts of the state than in the
southern districts, “In south Tamil
Nadu, pathaneer-based jaggery
hardens and lasts longer; while in
the north and west it melts quick-
ly, which is why most farmers find
extracting toddy a better source of
income. This leads to more police
restrictions in the north.”

Kannan adds that pathaneer is
collected drop by drop in pots, and
exposure to air and heat gradually
ferments it into toddy. “The level
of alcohol content increases as the
heat rises. To prevent the sap from
turning into toddy, lime is smeared
inside the pot. But even then, the
juice will turn into alcohol in a day
or two,” he says.

“Palm jaggery manufacturers
use the extracted pathaneer im-
mediately, so that it remains sweet.
If left for even a day it will turn
bitter,” says Kannan.

He adds that the pathaneer sold
in cities may be adulterated. “Lime
slows fermentation, so some man-
ufacturers add a lot into the sap. If
one keeps drinking pathaneer
which has a large amount of lime,
there are chances of developing
kidney stones,” he says. “There are
no quality checks when it comes
to selling pathaneer.”

Godson Samuel, a pastor and
environmental activist from Kan-
yakumari, says the restrictions on
tapping pathaneer are driving peo-
ple away from the profession.
“There are no restrictions on sell-
ing palm by-products, only on tap-
ping pathaneer. Without palm
climbers, conserving the trees will
be difficult. And with neglect, we
will lose them to urbanisation,”
says Samuel.

Email your feedback with
name and address to
southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com




Cabinet clears
TN. Space
Industrial
Policy 2025

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A meeting of the Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, approved the
Tamil Nadu Space Indus-
trial Policy 2025 on Thurs-
day.

A special package and
payroll subsidy are among
the key features of the
policy.

Industry and Infrastructure

A special package and
payroll subsidy are among
the key features of the
policy.

Addressing the media
after the meeting, Indus-
tries Minister T.R.B. Rajaa
said the Cabinet had ap-
proved an important poli-
cy on the space sector for
the State, which had listed
steps to attract invest-
ments to the tune of
%10,000 crore into the sec-
tor during the next five
years.

Source: The Hindu, 18 April 2025, p.1

The aim was also to
generate employment op-
portunities for about
10,000 people by creating
a pool of talented youth
for companies. Though
the focus was usually on
the manufacturing sector,
the government was focus-
ing on new sectors, includ-
ing space and related ser-
vice  industries, the
Minister said.

Pointing to the talent
available in the State, es-
pecially in the space sec-

tor, Mr. Rajaa said, “We
have a company that is
printing rockets here.” A
special package will be
provided for companies in
the space sector.

The policy features in-
centives for start-ups and
companies contributing to

the sector in the
State.It also fea-
tures a payroll
» subsidy of up to
30% in the first
year of em-
ploy-
ment.

TN govt to set up Taiwanese

industrial park near Chennai
To Attract ?10,000cr TN FAST-TRACKS $1 TRILLION DREAM

Investment; Could
Create 20,000 Jobs

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: To attract foreign
investment and technologi-
cal know-how in key indus-
tries, Tamil Nadu govt will
establish an industrial park
near Chennai for Taiwanese
suppliers and component
makers in electronics, tech-
nical textiles and non-leath-
er footwear, industries min-
ister T R B Raaja said in the
assembly on Friday. It is ex-
pected to attract invest-
ments of 10,000 crore and
has potential to create 20,000
jobs.

Later, Raaja told the
press that as the electronics,
non-leather footwear indus-

» 100-acre marine food
processing & export park in
Rajamadam in Thanjavur.
Expected to attract 7200 cr
investment and 2,000 jobs

» Guidance TN to launch website
for foreign investors in various
languages with real-time
economic dashboard and
chatbot support on
policies, supply
chain etc

» Govt to release

try in the state expands, alot
of Taiwanese companies
have shown interest to in-
vest. “There is a demand for
creating a cluster of indus-
tries at a single location,” he
said. Tamil Nadu has seen a
lot of investments from Tai-
wan inrecent years.
Replying to the debate on

Source: The Times of India, 26 April 2025, p.1 and 6

dedicated policies to promote
warehouse development &
marine food processing

» Industrial dormitories with
2,000 beds in three industrial
estates in Kancheepuram at
7120 cr cost

» 22.7 MLD water supply
project at 7380 cr for
factories in Manallur,
Gummidipoondi &
Thervaikandigai
SIPCOTs

the demand for grantsforthe
industries department, Ra-
jaa announced a slew of in-
dustrial parks, including
settingup of Sipcot Tex in Ti-
ruvarur, Nagapattinam, Si-
vaganga, Ramanathapuram
and Tuticorin.

» Z10cr investments, P 6
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Since 202], state has
attracted 310.3L crore
investments: Min

»FromP1

heeffortistodiversify
| the state’s textile in-
dustry and these
parks will be established
along with industry bodies.
They will have plug and
play facilities and focus on
readymade textiles.

Sipcot industrial park
will be set up at Chinnasa-
lem in Kallakurichi (450
acres), Sankarankovil in
Tenkasi (150 acres), Karai-
kudi in Sivakasi (100 acres)
and Vellore (250 acres).
They are expected to bring
cumulative investments of
%1,650 crore and 19,000 po-
tential jobs. Govt will also
establish a 125-acre non-
leather footwear park in Ti-
rupattur, which is expected
to bring 250 crore invest-
ments, and establish a Neo-
Tidel park in industrially
backward Nagapattinam.

“Tamil Nadu global in-

vestor’s meet 2024 had re-
ceived commitment of
%6.64 lakh crore invest-

mentsand the state has con-

verted 72% of them intoae-
tual investment. It is a re-
markable rate of conver-
sion,” the minister said.
“GIM 2019 (held during
the AIADMK govt) has a
conversion of 36.23% de-
spite the efforts made by
our govt subsequently
Since 2021, our govt has in-

Sipcot industrial parks
set up at Chinnasalem
in Kallakurichi, Sanka-
rankovil in Tenkasi,
Karaikudi in Sivakasi
and Vellore are expect-
ed to bring in cumu-
lative investments of
21,650 crore and 19,000
potential jobs

ked 897 MoUs, attracting
?10,27,547 crore invest-
ments, of which 722 MoUs
have been materialised
with the companies begin-
ning construction or roll-
ing out products,” Raaja
said.

In a change from the
past, in four years, south-
ern Tamil Nadu received
30.32% of the investments
intothestate withan indus-
trial boom in Tuticorin and
Tirunelveli, hesaid,adding
that the delta districts have
received 235,000 crore in-
vestment.

Raaja said Samsung has
decided to make an addi-
tional investment of ¥1,000
crore in the state. He said
guidance desks will be set
up in the US, Germany,
South Korea and Vietnam
and the previously an-
nounced Japan desk will
start functioning next
month.



TN approves space policy to attract
<10K-crore funding, create 10K jobs

509%b costs incurred by space tech firms during investment period will be reimbursed, says min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Cabinet, on
Thursday approved the Tamil
Nadu Space Industrial Policy
2025 as announced in the budg-
et, that looks to attract 10,000
crore in investment in space
tech, create at least 10,000 jobs
in the sector and improve tal-
ent, according to Industries
Minister Dr T R B Rajaa.

Drawing inspiration from
Florida's famed Space Coast,
the Tamil Nadu government
may establish a ‘Space Bay’
across four southern districts—
Madurai, Thoothukudi,
Tirunelveli and Virudhuna-
gar—as part of the policy

At the heart of this strategy
is the upcoming Kulasekarap-
attinam spaceport, currently
under construction. The facili-
ty, being developed by the Indi-
an Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), is expected to focus
on launching small satellites,
an increasingly vital segment
in the global space economy.
Building on this development,
the TN Space Industrial Policy
outlines an ambitious frame-
work to foster a robust regional
space ecosystem.

Chief Minister M K Stalin and other ministers during the Cabinet meeting on Thursday | exeress

Addressing reporters after
the Cabinet meeting that ap-
proved the policy, Rajaa said,
“Today marks a golden day for
the state’s space sector. The
launch of this policy is not just
a milestone for the state, but a
significant step forward in
making Tamil Nadu a key des-
tination for space tech busi-
nesses worldwide.”

Rajaa added that the policy is
designed to equip young people
with industry-ready skills and
promote startups. “Even small
companies, with investments
as low as 25 crore, will find
ample opportunities to thrive.
We aim to create an ecosystem
where voung entrepreneurs
can build space tech companies

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 April 2025, p.8

that will push the boundaries
of innovation,” he added.

He further said that the poli-
cy will reimburse 50% of the
expenditure incurred by firms
during the investment period
for activities such as register-
ing patents, copyrights, trade-
marks and geographical
indicators.

Citing the example of India’s
first 3D-printed rocket, Agni-
baan, launched by the IIT Ma-
dras startup Agnikul Cosmos,
he said that startups and com-
panies with an annual turno-
ver of 25 crore or less will be
eligible to participate in the
space ecosystem. The Tamil
Nadu government will offer fi-
nancial support to space start-

ups undertaking projects with-
in the state, he said.

Additionally, space sector
projects exceeding T300 crore
will be eligible for a Special
Structured Package of Incen-
tives, as per the Tamil Nadu In-
dustrial Policy for sunrise
sectors.

Importantly, the new policy
aligns with the Gover nment of
India’s Indian Space Policy
2023, which has paved the way
for private enterprise in space
exploration and services. While
ISRO continues to spearhead
major missions, the central
government is increasingly ley-
eraging the capabilities of star-
tups and private firms to boost
innovation and reduce costs.

“Ioday in India, Tamil Nadu is the first port of call for investment’

amil Nadu has the
talent and the
infrastructure to

ensure investors get their
money’s worth and the
state’s economy grows and
people get jobs, minister for
industries T R B Rajaa
tells D Govardan in an
interview. Edited excerpts:

B We are entering election
year in Tamil Nadu. Will poli-
cy decisions slow down?

Policy decisions slow down
only if the ones in power think
there’s going to be a change. We
don’t consider there is any change
coming. I'm sure we will contin-
ue. So, there’s no slowing in poli-
cy decisions.

Our CM (MK Stalin) is a mul-
titasker. He's more than capable
of balancing both — administra-
tion and elections. We're going to
see more policy tweaks coming
soon because the world is going
at that speed. Going forward we
need a lot more new policies and
policy interventions in emerging
sectors.

W Have you done enough in

the past four years on the in-

dustries front for the state?
We have done enough to at least

Pic: B A Raju

negate the negative sentiments of
the past 10 years. It's taken us two,
three years to get that sorted. The
world was looking at Tamil Nadu

Source: The Times of India, 28 April 2025, p.4

in a very, very different way. Even
Delhi looked down on us before.
Now Delhi knows we are our own
bosses and the state’s rights are
back. The entire world is also look-
ing at Tamil Nadu in a very posi-
tive way.

This kind of a growth-oriented,
welfare-oriented, policy-wise gov-
ernance is what investors dream
of. And they know the govt is also
making sure the talent needed for
investment to thrive is also being
prepared and consistently pro-
vided. Today in India, Tamil Nadu
is the first port of call for invest-
ment.

B How much of industrial in-
vestment promised has actual-
ly happened?

Some people consider that in-
vestments have come in when
companies apply for even small
clearances. But we have set our
standards higher. We have not
even taken into consideration peo-
ple who have taken just the land.
We see whether they have taken
the land, leased or rented office
space and applied for clearances.
Despite that, the conversion rate
stands at 70% or 72% and that is

big. This has resulted in the crea-
tion of around 3 lakh to 4 lakh
jobs. And if you consider the in-
direct jobs created, that will be a
very big number.

W Politics aside, how has co-
operation from the Centre
been for the industries dept?
Afew key investments like the
one from the Tatas or the semicon-
ductor investment from the Mu-
rugappa group that we
had confirmed went toa
different state. I don’t
want to go into that. But
it is very unfortunate.
But, even with step-
motherly treatment
from Delhi, Tamil Nadu
is thriving. Imagine what we can
do if Delhi understands that Ta-
mil Nadu is the engine that is
powering India; that Tamil Nadu
is key for India to succeed.
Tamil Nadu always plays the
India game. Even in Davos this
time we went and put up a united
front. They said, can we do it to-
gether? We said yes. As a nation,
India should be one. India should
talk for India. And when I go out-
side of India, I talk for India. Of

TALKING TO
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course, I talk for Tamil Nadu; Ta-
mil Nadu is part of it.

W Is the lack of support a
reason why the first PM Mitra
textile park allotted to Tamil
Nadu is yet to take off?

I will be fair on that. They have
said that they will clear it in the
next two weeks. Only a couple of
days ago, they cleared the one for
Madhya Pradesh. From the begin-

ning, we were very
strong on one request
that it should not go to
a private player. Tamil
Nadu has Sipcot for 50
years and it has been
developing industrial
estates. We can’t just
like that give away around 2,000
acres to a private developer. MP
also now got it for the public sec-
tor. Finally, only these two states
are doing it on their own.

W Everyone wants a share of
the semiconductor pie. What
is TN’s focus?

The talent is available here; the
infrastructure is available here.
All that is needed for a factory to
thrive is already here. And we also

see this as a big national security
thing. When you have everything
within ICBM range, in the kind of
geopolitical situation that we have
now north of India, it makes sense
to have a backup or a good produc-
tion facility in the south.

M How is the state going to
handle the Trump tariffs un-
certainty?

It’s not for us to handle, it’s for
the govt of India to handle. We
have given our views. It's a very
unstable thing. But I think we
stand to gain because manufactur-
ers are not going to leave India
because India is a huge market
and when you want to manufac-
ture in India, Tamil Nadu comes
first. And I think right now the
global situation is that India has
a slight edge.

If the Union govt plays its
cards right, in which Tamil Nadu
will also stand with them, India
gains. I think it is a critical time
for diplomacy now and to not give
in too much and make sure that
we get our pound of flesh because
we have the talent today to match
the production of any other coun-
try.



‘Seven new SEZS
in thr_ee y_ears’

Yogesh.

operational Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in India

T amil Nadu boasts of the highest number of

and the state will add seven new SEZs over the next
three years. In an interview to TOI, Alex Paul Menon, zonal
development commissioner - MEPZ Special Economic Zone
covering Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Puducherry (TAP)
region, speaks about attracting global investments, increasing
the value of exports from SEZs in F'Y25, and creating an
inclusive business ecosystem in the state. Excerpts:

M How did TN emerge as a hub
of SEZs?

Tamil Nadu has the highest num-
ber of operational SEZs in India with
atotal of 49 as of March 18, 2025. Tt
comprises a total of 1,234 units, of
which 665 are factories. The rest 569
are in the IT sector. These facilities
employ 6.3 lakh people. The state
ecosystem offers a mix of sectoral
diversity, infrastructure, policy, and
personnel - making it a leading des-
tination for SEZ-based investments.
While Tamil Nadu hosts a wide range
of industries including auto, textiles,
electronics, IT, footwear; chemicals
and pharma creating a magnet for
multi-sectoral investment, proximity
to major ports such as Chennai, En-
nore, and Tuticorin, coupled with a
robustroad and rail network enables
seamless logistics.

B What was TN's net
export value from
SEZs during FY25?
Any new SEZs
planned?

Thestate SEZs' net exports stood
at<1,39,739 crore till Dec 2024 in FY
2024-25 and is expected to touch
*1,86,319 crore in the full fiscal of
2024-25. In FY 2023-24, the total value
of exports was to the tune of 21,77,990
crore. The MEPZ TAP region is ex-
panding its SEZ network to align
with Tamil Nadu’s vision of a $1 tril-
lion economy by 2030. Seven SEZs
such as Venkatesh Coke and Power
in Ponneri, Magnus multi sector
(also in Ponneri), NDR multi sector
in Ranipet, SIPCOT SEZs in Panapa-
kkam, Ranipet, Ulundurpet and Bar-
gur, besides L&T Infotech in Chennai
will be established over the next
three financial years. While the
manufacturing SEZs would come up
in a collective area of around 800
acres, the L&T Infotech in Manapa-
kkam is developed in an area of
9,50,011 sq ft.

B How do you plan on attract-
ing new investments?

We welcome investments from all
over the world. We have aland bank
of nearly 1,400 acres for
industries and 1.9
million sq metres
of builtup area
for the service
sector in our
SEZs across
TN. This space
can be utilised
by industries
and Global
Capability
Centers
(GCGCs).
MEPZ SEZs
are looking to
align its exports
to the global value
chain (GVC) sectors.

TALKING TO
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Chinaexports70% of thetop15GVC
categories; interestingly, TN also ex-
ports 70% of the top 15 GVC catego-
ries, mirroring China’s approach.
Electronics, automobile, and machin-
ery are top export sectors for both
China and Tamil Nadu. Approvals
are provided in 5-9 days on applica-
tion to set up units in our SEZs. Since
April 2024, we have facilitated invest-
ments to the tune of 5,685 crore,
creating 37,850 jobs across SEZs &
Export Oriented Units (EOU) in Ta-
mil Nadu, Andaman & Puducherry
region. The focus is on attracting
investments in tier 2 and tier 3 cities
in Tamil Nadu and decongesting the
Chennai metropolitan region.

B How are SEZs being made
more inclusive and sustainable?
Tamil Nadu makes up
43% of India’s women
workforce in industries.
We are pushing for 50%
participation of women
across sectors in our
SEZs. We engage with
companies tounderstand hiring
policies, gaps in sourcing and skill-
ing, and the means to address them.
‘We also emphasize on employing
members of the transgender com-
munity. Encouragingly, eight units
have agreed to open up around 100
vacancies for them in desk and
manufacturing jobs. We are also set-
ting up a skill centre inside MEPZ
‘Tambaram for which an MoU would
be signed with the Centre for Devel-
opment of Advanced Computing.
Members of the TG community can
be trained here to enhance skills. On
the sustainability front, we want all
units  inside MEPZ Tambaram to
be powered 100% by
renewable sourc-
es, aided by an
internal mobil-
ity network of
electric bug-
gies, and we
want to en-
hance green
cover by plant-
ing about 7,000

trees here.

Pic: R Ramesh Shankar

Source: The Times of India, 14 April 2025, p.2

Samsung toinvest Z1Kcrto
expand its TN plant: Rajaa

72% MoUs signed at GIM ‘24 converted into investments: Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

SOUTH Korean electronics gi-
ant Samsung will invest 1,000
crore toexpand its existing man-
ufacturing facility in Sriperum-
budur, Industries Minister TR B
Rajaa said on Friday.

The announcement comes in
spite of the strike by employees
of the company associated with
CITU-backed union previously
and the issue is vet to be fully
settled. The decision to invest
despite that underscores the
company’s continued confidence
in Tamil Nadu's workforce, Ra-
jaa said.

On Samsung, he alleged that
there were attempts todivert the
investments coming to Tamil
Nadu to other states, “thinking
it was an opportunity tofish in
troubled waters. However, it was
only due to proper handling of
this issue by the chief minister
that the workers returned to
their jobs,” he said. Importantly,
Rajaa also announced in the As-
sembly the setting up of a Tai-
wanese Industrial Park with an
eyeon attracting 10,000 crore in
investment and generating
20,000 jobs.

“Taiwanese investment al-
ready forms a critical partof the
state’s FDI profile,” Rajaa said,
adding that the park is intended
to support their vendors and bol-
ster long-term manufacturing
commitments.

Addressing the media later,
Rajaa said MoUs valued at
%6,64,180 crore were signed at
the 2024 Global Investors Meet

|1Illl|
e

(GIM). In India, he said, typical-
ly the conversion rate of MoUs
to actual investments is around
25% to 30%. However, Tamil
Nadu hasachieved an extraordi-
nary conversion rate of 72%,
surpassing its own initialtarget
of 50%.

“1 predicted last year that we
would exceed 50% , and we went
bevond that to 60%. When 1
shared this with our CM, he
asked when we would reach
70%. I assured him it would be
soon. Today, we have surpassed
even that,” said Rajaa. Since
2021, Tamil Nadu has secured
investments worth ¥10,27,547
crore, with 722 of 897 MoUs al-
ready materialising into tangi-
ble projects.

Interestingly, Rajaa highlight-
edhow southern districts, which
traditionally lagged behind in
industrial growth, have attract-
ed 30.32% of the total invest-
ments coming to Tamil Nadu in
the last four vears. Other key an-
nouncements made in the As-
sembly included the setting up
of Guidance Desks in the US,

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 April 2025, p.4
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Germany, South Korea, and Vi-
etnam to assist investors.

The state will promote decen-
tralised industrial growth by de-
veloping new SIPCOT industrial
parks in Kallakurichi, Tenkasi,
Sivagangai, Vellore, and Tirupat-
tur: These projects together are
expected to bring investments
exceeding 2,400 crore and 22,000
jobs. In the under-industrialised
coastal district of Nagapatti-
nam, amini TIDEL Park will be
set up to generate 600 IT-sector
jobs. Additionally, 120 crore
will be allocated for industrial
housing to accommodate 2,000
workers in the industrial belt in
Kancheepuram.

The Tamil Nadu Industrial In-
vestment Corporation willwaive
inspection fees for term loans
during the current financial
year, benefiting approximately
1,300 micro, small and medium
enterprises. New policies on
warehousing and marine food
processing are also expected. A
seafood export park in Thanjavur
is planned with an investment
of T200 crore.



Tiruppur knitwear exportsrise by
20%, green practices pull buyers

Sector rebounds from pandemic blues to achieve 40,000 crore sales last financial year

P SRINIVASAN @Tiruppur

TIRUPPUR Kknitwear sector ex-
ported goods worth 40,000
crore in the last fiscal, 2024-25,
thus achieving a 20% growth
over the ¥33,400-crore mark of
the previous fiscal, 2023-24. The
exports surpassed the estimat-
ed 10 percent growth rate and is
expected to grow 15 percent in
the current financial vear.

KM Subramanian, president
of Tiruppur Exporter’'s Asso-
ciation, said, “Before we recov-
ered from the impact of Cov-
id-19 pandemic, we faced
international issues, including
the Ukraine-Russia war. Due to
this, ourexports, which exceed-
ed 34,000 crore in the 2022-23
financial year, decreased to
33,400 crore in 2023-24. In the
last FY, we made various efforts
to get back on the growth
track.”

“We are giving importance to
green production (production
without affecting nature). In
particular, Zero Ligquid Dis-
charge (ZLD), where we recycle
13 crore liters of water per day,
with 96% being reused.

In terms of renewable ener-
gy we produce 2,000 megawatts
(MW) through windmills and
250 MW via solar power. We use
350 MW for our industry and
the rest is supplied to the Tamil
Nadu Electricity Board. Keep-

. fm

Workers at a private knitwear company near Periyar Colony in Tiruppur | express

The central and state
governments should also
support us. Tiruppur's
infrastructure should be
improved in line with export
growth

Q

KM Subramanian, Tiruppur
Exporter's Assodation president

ing climate change risks in
mind, we have planted 2.2 mil-
lion trees with a 90% survival
rate. These have been key fac-
tors in attracting international
buyers from various countries.
In addition, international cir-
cumstances were also favoura-
ble to us. We have received
more orders from the US and
European countries,” he

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 April 2025, p.5
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added.

Further, he said, “We expect
15% export growth in the cur-
rent financial year The central
and state governments should
also support us. Tiruppur’s in-
frastructure facilities should
be improved in line with export
growth. It is necessary to pro-
vide bank loans with simple
processes, subsidies and
incentives.”

A Sakthivel, Vice-Chairman
of Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEFC), said, “Tiru-
pur’s knitwear exports havere-
corded a remarkable growth of
20% in the FY 2024-25 compared
to the previous vear. This
achievement highlights the sec-

tor's sustained momentum and
the robust global demand for
Indian knitwear and apparels.

The growth in knitwear ex-
ports is a highly encouraging
sign, and this momentum will
continue, despite global uncer-
tainties. We are confident of
sustaining this upward trend
in the years ahead.”

Further, he said, “India’s
readymade garment (RMG)
sector also maintained its up-
ward trajectory, registering a
10% growth in exports during
the FY 2024-25. Total RMG ex-
ports in 2024-25 stood at USD
16 billion out of which 49% of
exports were from the knit
sector, marking a significant
increase from the previous
year.”

S Vijayalkumar, an exporter,
said, “Tiruppur knitwearsec-
tor has been on a growth path
for over a year now. In partic-
ular, large orders are coming
in a lot. Large companies ben-
efit the most from this. BigUS
brands are now looking to In-
dia instead of China.”

‘Atthe same time, the hands
of our competitors like Bang-
ladesh and Vietnam are tull
already with orders. We get
orders only after them due to
the cost difference. Therefore,
raw material prices in India
should come down,” he
added.
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2100-cr credit scheme launched to
boost industrial growth across state

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Chennal

IN a bid to strengthen the state’s
MSME sector, MSME Minister
TM Anbarasan an-
nounced a T100-crore
Credit Guarantee
Scheme aimed at eas.
ing Minancing con-
straints and driving
industrial growth
across the state. The
scheme is expected to
reduce risk for finan-
cial institutions and
improve formal sector credit ac-
cess for small businesses still
facing liquidity challenges.

The minister, while speaking
at the discussion for the budget
demand for MSME department

on Wednesday, emphasised the
sector's resilience amid pandem.
ie disruptionsand GST payvment
delays in 2021-22, noting the
state’s strong recovery

The minister said 220
crore has been set aside
for skill development,
research and innova-
tion, and inclusive en-
trepreneurship, with a
focus on supporting
under-represented
groups, including wom-
en and first-generation
entrepreneurs. A new policy is
being developed to support first-
time entrépreneurs in aspira-
tional districts by providing fi-
nancial aid, mentoring, and
incubation support.

Vanathi seeks schemes
for migrant labourers

Chennai: BJP MLA Vanathi
Srinivasan ralsed demands
concerning the welfare of migrant
workers and woman employees
during the debate on Wednesday.
Drawing attention to the high
number of migrant workers
employed across the state and
the Kongu region, Vanathi urged
the state to frame comprehensive
welfare schemes to ensure their
safety, healthcare and proper
accommaodation. She also
emphasised the need for
establishing hostel facilities for
the employees. Minister TM
Anbarasan said all suggestions
will be considered. ENS

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 April 2025, p.6

Dixon Tech, TN sign Z1K crore deal
for electronics facility in Kanchi

5K jobs to be created; min says TN closer to $100 bn electronics manufacturing ecosystem goal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Chennai

INDIA'S Dixon Technologies is
sef to establish a new electronics
manufacturing facility at Ora-
gadam Industrial Park in
Kancheepuram district with an
investment of 21,000 crore ($ 120
million). The facility is expected
to generate around 5,000 jobs, ac-
cording to the government.

The investment, which under-
scores the state's growing promi-
nence as a hardware production
hub, will support the production
of laptops and all-in-one personal
computers. The announcement
was made following the signing
of a memorandum of under-
standing (MolU) by the company
with the state government on
Wednesday, in the presence of
Chief Minister MK Stalin,

Chief Minister MK Stalin and Industries Minister TRB Rajaa with Dixon Technologies
officials during the Mol signing event | exrress

Industries Minister TRB Rajaa
later said on social media that
HP:-branded laptops would soon
be manufactured at the new site.
It is learnt devices for three ad-
ditional brands are also planned.
“We are building a $100 billion
electronics manufacturing eco-

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 April 2025, p.6

system - and every factory we

launch is a step closer to that
goal,” he said.

He further eited Tamil Nadu's
policy environment, infrastruc-
ture, skilled workforce and
streamlined business processes
as kev factors behind its emer-
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genoce as a preferred manuafictur-
ing destination.

The investment also comes in
the wake of Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu announc-
ing ¥2,000 crore (for 2025-26) for
providing laptops and tablets to
20 lakh students over the next
two vears, However, sources said
the Mol for investment is part of
the government’s efforts to trans-
form Tamil Nadu as an electron-
ies manufacturing hub and did
not have anything to do with the
budget announcement.

The union government had re-
cently sanctioned 21,112 crore for
setting up two new Electronics
Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs)
in Tamil Naduw. The initlative ts
expected to boost local produc-
tion and position the state as a
ey player in the global electron-
ies supply chain,



TN investment
programme:

JICA approves
I2K-crore loan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) has
inked a ¥2,106-crore loan agree-
ment for the third phase of the
Tamil Nadu Investment Promo-
tion Programme.

Thefunding aims tostrength-
en the state’s regulatory frame-
works, infrastructure, and skill
development initiatives, ac-
cording to a press release.

The third phase of the pro-
gramme will focus on sustain-
able and future-oriented devel-
opment, particularly in
emerging and green sectors.

Kev components of the Tamil
Nadu Investment Promotion
Programme include the estab-
lishment of the Tamil Nadu
Green Climate Fund (TNGCF)
to support green and climate-
smart industrial projects, as
well asenergy conservation in-
centives in partnership with
Japan, the release stated.

Another crucial element is
the Tamil Nadu Emerging Sec
tor Seed Fund (TNESSF), which
aims to promote investment in
startups and high-growth in-
dustries, including semiconduc-
tors and advanced electronics.
The TN World Innovation and
Skill Training Hub will also be
established to provide cutting-
edge, ndustry-relevant skill de-
velopment opportunities.

The programme further
seeks to streamline the busi-
ness environment for Japanese
companies in Tamil Nadu by
strengthening the Japan Desk,
a collaborative initiative be-
tween the state government
and JICA. The Industries, In-
vestment Promotion & Com-
merce Department of the Gov-
ernment of TN will oversee the
implementation of the pro-
gramme, the release said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 April 2025, p.4

Sivarajah Ramanathan, Mission Director and Chief Executive Officer,
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StartupTN, speaking at the session on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

State wants to take
innovation to villages,
says StartupTN CEO

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Startup
and Innovation Mission
(StartupTN) will be launch-
ing a scheme called Gra-
mam Thorum Puthozhil
(Establishing Start-ups in
Villages) this year, focusing
on inclusive entrepreneur-
ship, rural innovation, and
sustainable economic
growth.

“We want to take the
culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship to villag-
es,” Sivarajah Ramanath-
an, Mission Director and
Chief Executive Officer,
StartupTN, said in a fire-
side chat on “Harnessing
Innovation: Tamil Nadu’s
Role in the Global Startup
Ecosystem.” The session
was moderated by Kunal
Shankar, Deputy Business
Editor, The Hindu.

Highlighting the various
initiatives of StartupTN,
Mr. Ramanathan said:
“Our primary mandate is
to create a good ecosystem
for start-up companies to
start and grow in the State.
We are creating funding
schemes; we are working
with Venture Capitalists to
connect with start-ups.
Our policy focuses on
three major inclusive as-

pects — gender inclusivity,
caste inclusivity, and geo-
graphical inclusivity. We
have over 40 different
schemes,” he added.

Throwing statistics on
how the start-up ecosys-
tem has grown over the last
three years, Mr. Ramanath-
an said Tamil Nadu cur-
rently had over 10,700
start-ups.

When the moderator
asked him about the yard-
stick used to define start-
ups, he said: “In 2023, the
Government of Tamil Nadu
introduced a policy that
slightly modified the Go-
vernment of India’s defini-
tion of a start-up. While the
Centre defines a start-up as
being less than 10 years old
with a turnover of less than
100 crore, Tamil Nadu’s
policy revised the turnover
threshold to 50 crore.”

“Additionally, to sup-
port social impact, Tamil
Nadu’s definition expands
beyond new innovations.
For example, while e-com-
merce may no longer be
considered an innovation,
if a marginalised commun-
ity — such as a tribal one —
is using an online platform
to sell their products, it
qualifies as a start-up to
us,” Mr. Ramanathan ad-
ded.

Source: The Hindu, 25 April 2025, p.6
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Atul Anand, Additional Chief Secretary, Sta

te MSMEs Department, LV. Navaneeth, CEO, THG Publishing

Private Limited, C. Muthamizhchelvan, V-C of SRMIST, and A.R. Unnikrishnan, chairman, Cll, Tamil Nadu
State Council, at The Hindu Tamil Nadu Startup Summit-25 on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

“Tamil Nadu’s start-up growth
is a reflection of its potential

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu is among the
top 10 regions in Asia in
terms of talent pool and NI-
TI Aayog has described the
State as a model for the in-
novation ecosystem, in a
reflection of its strong po-
tential, said Atul Anand,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) De-
partment, Tamil Nadu.

Inaugurating The Hindu
Tamil Nadu Startup Sum-
mit-25 in Chennai on
Thursday, he lauded The
Hindu’s efforts in organis-
ing the event, which was
jointly presented by the
SRM Institute of Science
and Technology (SRMIST)
and co-sponsored by Star-
tupTN in association with
Sify.

Tamil Nadu’s start-up
growth “speaks a lot about

the potential of the State,”
Mr. Atul said at the event,
adding: “We are on the
path to optimising and
converting into reality our
potential.” The journey has
been multifaceted, with
Chennai known as the soft-
ware services capital, with
a buoyant medical tourism
sector and agriculture
start-ups, he said.

The State had grown in
the past four years, from
having just 2,000 start-ups
to over 10,000, indicating
that its start-up ecosystem
is robust, he further said.

He said the State govern-
ment had, in its recent
Budget, allocated 10 crore
to develop start-ups in the
space sector. The Global
Startup Report 2024 had
ranked Chennai in the 18%
position.

Apart from convention-
al sectors, start-ups were
diversifying into other

areas, he said. “A reason
[for the State’s success] is
our multisectoral ap-
proach. It is a rich mix that
will make Tamil Nadu the
hub of the start-up ecosys-
tem,” he said.

AR. Unnikrishnan,
chairman, Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII), Ta-
mil Nadu State Council,
and managing director,
Glass Group, Saint-Gobain,
Tamil Nadu, said the State
had a wide spectrum of
economy, with around
30% coming from manu-
facturing and the rest from
a broad sector of services.

C. Muthamizhchelvan,
Vice-Chancellor, SRMIST,
also spoke. LV. Navaneeth,
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO), The Hindu Group
Publishing Private Limited,
welcomed the gathering.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 6 & 7

A dedicated industrial park
for Taiwanese firms planned
near Chennai, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Industries
T.R.B. Rajaa announced in
the Assembly on Friday
that a dedicated industrial
park for Taiwanese compa-
nies, which account for a
major share of foreign di-
rect investment in Tamil
Nadu, will be established
near Chennai to attract in-
vestment worth 10,000
crore and create jobs for
20,000 people.

Speaking during the de-
bate on the demand for
grants for the Department
of Industries, he said the
government will establish
guidance desks in the U.S.,
Germany, South Korea,
and Vietnam. A Mini-TI-
DEL Park will be esta-
blished in the industrially
backward Nagapattinam
district to create 600 jobs,
he said.

In the Chinnasalem ta-
luk of Kallakurichi district,
a SIPCOT Industrial Park
will be developed to attract
¥650 crore in investment
and generate 9,000 jobs.
The government will also
establish SIPCOT Indus-

T.R.B. Rajaa

trial Parks in the Sankaran-
koil taluk of Tenkasi dis-
trict at a cost of 300 crore
to generate jobs for 3,000
people; in the Karaikudi ta-
luk of Sivaganga district at
a cost of T200 crore to gen-
erate 2,000 jobs; and in
Vellore district at a cost of
¥500 crore to generate jobs
for 5,000 people, the Mi-
nister said.

To transform Tiruvarur,
Nagapattinam, Sivaganga,
Ramanathapuram, and
Thoothukudi districts into
textile and apparel manu-
facturing hubs, SIPCOT
Tex Parks will be esta-
blished in collaboration
with textile industry asso-
ciations. A 22.7-MLD (mil-

Treated Reverse Osmosis
water supply project, cost-
ing ¥380 crore, will be im-
plemented at the Kodun-
gaiyur Water Treatment
Plant for use by factories at
Gummidipoondi, Manal-
lur, and Thervoy-Kandigai
SIPCOT in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, he said.

For the benefit of indus-
trial workers in the Pillai-
pakkam, Oragadam, and
Vallam Vadagal Industrial
Estates  in
Kancheepu-
ram district,
housing units will be creat-
ed for 2,000 workers at a
cost of ¥120 crore, Mr. Ra-
jaa said.

He said that given the
need for modern storage
for accelerating the eco-
nomic development of the
State, the Tamil Nadu Wa-
rehousing Policy will be re-
leased to encourage the es-
tablishment  of new
warehouses. He also an-
nounced that a Marine
Food Processing Industrial
Policy will be released for
promoting investment in
the sea food processing
sector and improving the
livelihood of fishermen.

IN THE A

lion litres a day) Tertiary

Source: The Hindu, 24 April 2025, p.1

Source: The Hindu, 26 April 2025, p.10

Tamil Nadu loses top spot in wind energy again

Gujarat tops the table; TN, however, remains the only southern state to cross the 11,000 MW-mark in wind power

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ thennai

TAMIL NADU has been rele-
gated to second position in
wind energy capacity for the
second vear in a row, with Gu-
jarat topping the country table
for 2024-25.

As per the official data for the
previous vear 202425, the state
has a total installed capacity of
11,739.91 megawatts (MW),
while Gujarat has taken the
lead with 12,677.48 MW

Tamil Nadu had been the nu-
mero uno in wind energy until
2022-23.

According to data from the
Ministry of New and Renewa-
ble Energy accessed by TNIE,
Tamil Nadu remains the only
southern state to cross the
11,000 MW-mark in wind power
—afirst in its history Karnata-
ka is in second place in the
south with 7,351.10 MW, fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh with
4,377.17 MW,

Meanwhile, wind energy op-

erators in TN have urged the
state gover nment to offer more
support and better facilities to
attract small-scale investors
and further boost the sector:

V Ganesh, a wind energy op-
erator from Tirunelveli, said,
“Hundreds of small windmills
in the southern districts have
stopped functioning in the past
two decades due to financial
problems. Also, many wind-
mills are old and need
upgradation.”

He added that windmill own-
ers are currently building sub-
stations using their own funds.
“If the government builds these
substations, more entrepre-
neurs will come forward to in-
vest in wind energy This will
help Tamil Nadu regain its top
position in the country” he
said.

K Venkatachalam, CEO, Re-
newable Energy Producers’ As-
sociation, said the state has all
the right conditions for wind
energy including good seasonal

Source: The New Indian Express, 12 April 2025, p.2
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wind and infrastructure. “How-
ever, we are facing some diffi-
culties due to the absence of
clear policies. But in the recent
budget for 202526, the state gov-
ernment announced an Inte-
grated Renewable Energy Poli-
cy (IREP}), which is a positive
move,” he said, urging the gov-
ernment to implement the pol-
icy soon, after proper discus-
sions with wind energy
operators and experts.

A senior official from Tamil
Nadu Green Energy Corpora-
tion Limited (TNGECL) told
TNIE, “As part of IREP, we plan
to hold detailed talks with wind
energy producers next week.
The policy is likely to include
kev areas such as wind repow-
ering, refurbishment, and in-
centives for both new and exist-
ing operators.”

The official added, “Tamil
Nadu remained the leader in
wind energy until 2022-23. Now,
efforts are being made to re-
claim that position.”



Z115-cr pre-built industrial units in
Erode, T’pur to help SC/ST start biz

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

ADI Dravidar and Tribal Welfare
Minister M Mathiventhan on Sat-
urday announced several initia-
tives to promote entrepreneur-
ship among Adi Dravidars and
tribals. Among key measures is
the development of pre-built in-
dustrial facilities designed to
help businesses commence oper-
ations quickly with minimal set-
up, ata costof ¥115 crore at TAH-
DCO industrial estates in Erode
and Tiruppur He made these an-
nouncements while replying toa
discussion on the department’s
demands for grants,

Mathiventhan also announced
the launch of the ‘Uruthunai’
scheme at a cost of 40 crore to
provideloans to small traders, en-
trepreneurs and workers through
district cooperative banks along
with government subsidy. In ad-
dition, the TAHDCO New Com-
mercial Complex Scheme will be
implemented at a cost of T15
crore to help entrepreneurs set
up shops in commercial complex-
es under the control of local
bodies.

To encourage greater partici-
pation of SC and ST entrepre-
neurs in publicprocurement, 50
lakh has been allocated for TN
BEAT Skill Development Train-
ing programme. The scheme will
offer training in vendor develop-
ment, registration on Govern-
mente-Marketplace portal, finan-
cial literacy, business strategies,

¢+ Wl Improving

IBCR | |
for establishing lves ¥35 LAKH
common y : for residential skill
crematoriums ¥ & development
with vehicles, training for 50
exclusiveapp journalism
graduates with
2-month
internship in
leading media

Z1.5CR

for conducting
literature, arts
andsports
competitions for
Adi Dravidar
hostellers

and digital opportunities.

Under the Ivothee Thass Pan-
dithar Habitation Development
Scheme, 40 knowledge centres
will be established in rural and
urban areas to facilitate educa-
tion, skill development and social
programmes. Model hostels
equipped with gyms, auditori-
ums and multipurpose halls will
also be constructed at a cost of
T80 crore in cities like Chennai
and Coimbatore to accommodate
the growing number of Adi
Dravidar and Tribal students

M Mathiventhan

TS50 LAKH

for conducting training

organisations

programme for judicial and
police officers for effective
enforcement of SC/ST Act

der the department will be pro-
vided at ¥3.55 crore.

In agriculture sector, ¥14 crore
will be spent under the Ainthi-
nai’ project to combine tradition-
al agricultural practices with
modern sustainable technologies
to enhance production in tribal
areas. To improve healthcare, a
new scheme will be introduced to
establish advanced facilities to
address diseases prevalentamong
tribal communities including
sickle cell anaemia and tha-
lassemia. The scheme, for which

Pension of
former MLAs,
MLCs hiked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin on
Saturday announced welfare
measures for former and sitting
MLASs in the Assembly.

Responding to demands
raised by deputy speaker K
Pitchandi and other members,
Stalin said the monthly pension
for former members of the As-
sembly and Legislative Council
would be increased from 30,000
to 735,000, effective April 1, 2025.
Similarly, the family pension
for the kin of deceased former
legislators would be raised from
715,000 to 17,500 per month.

The CM also announced that
the annual medical reimburse-
ment limit for former legisla-
tors would be enhanced from
75,000 to ¥1 lakh. However, he
clarified that though the revised
amount will come into effect
soon, the additional 25,000 for
the current year would be dis-
bursed after amending the rel-
evant rules.

Meanwhile, addressing con-
cerns raised by Congress MLA
§ Chandrasekar and others re-
garding the MLAs" Local Area
Development Funds, Stalin said
the government has been allo-
cating ¥3 crore annually for
each constituency. However,
considering the 18% GST levied

on development works under Source:
The New Indian Express,

this fund, the government
would now bear the GST cost,
the CM said.

pursuing higher education. High- 210 crore has been allocated, will
speed internet facility and smart  also introduce mobile ambulance
boards in all college hostels un-  services for remote areas.

CM inaugurates Al-ready data centre in Siruseri;
facility part of Sify’s $1.2-bn TN investment plan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin on
Thursday launched what is
said to be South India’s largest
Already data centre, developed
by Sify Infinit Spaces Litd, in
the Siruseri SIPCOT IT Park.
The facility is part of the over
F10,000-crore ($1.2 billion) cu-
mulative investment planned
by Sity over a five-year period.

IndustriesMinister TRBRa-
jaa, who was also part of the
launch, said the inaugurated
facility is the first of three tow-
ers that Sify plans to construct,
with this initial tower devel-
oped at a cost of 31,882 crore.
“This facility is also the first in
India to receive the NVIDIA
DGX-Ready Data Centre certifi-
cation, built from the ground
up to power the next generation
of Alworkloads,” he said.

The MoU for the data centre
was signed during the Global

L - - i

;

(M Stalin along with Industries Minister T R B Rajaa during the inauguration of the

71,882-core data centre in the Siruseri SIPCOT IT Park on Thursday | exeress

Investors Meet in January 2024.
As this facility scales, it is ex-
pected to create over 10,000 di-
rect and indirect jobs, accord-
ing to Sify

The CM later shared on so-
cial media, “This futuristic
centre reinforces Tamil Nadu's
position as the preferred desti-
nation for global digital
infrastructure.”

Designedasalarge-scaledig-
ital facility, the data centre will

eventually deliver up to 130 MW
of power for IT operations—
60% of which will be sourced
from renewable energy such as
wind and solar It also features
an open cable landing station,
said to be the only one of its
kind in India, integrated with-
in the data centre campus. This
is expected to significantly
boost global connectivity and
support high-volume
applications.

“This isn't just a data centre,
it’s a strategic digital gateway,”
said Raju Vegesna, chairman
and managing director of Sify
“We've quadrupled our origi-
nal commitment, with cumula-
tive investiments now exceeding
10,000 crore.”

With the capacity to handle
data speeds of upto 2 petabytes
per second, the facility ranks
among the region’s highest-ca-
pacity subsea gateways. (One
petabyvte equals about one mil-
lion gigabytes, or roughly 500
billion pages of printed text.)

Speakingto reporters, Veges-
na said Sify intends to expand
its data centre footprint to Tier-
Il cities, including Coimbatore.
“Al is not confined to large cit-
ies. The entire country is un-

27 April 2025, p.4

dergoing a transformation, and  Soyrce:

we are preparing for it. We cur-
rently operate data centres in

The New Indian

six cities across the country Express,

and plan to open five to six new
facilities annually,” he said.
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Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

hen it comes to the

auto assembly line,

Tamil Nadu has long

been a boss state. But

what about its foot-

print in the vehicle
showrooms? According to the latest data from
the Federation of Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciations (FADA), TN’s auto retail footprint in
FY25 has hit top gear in electric vehicle sales.
While ICE (internal combustion engine) ve-
hicle sales in the year were up 2.55% (see ta-
ble), total EV retails were up 36%. Those
growth percentiles are higher than that of top
EV-friendly states like Uttar Pradesh (23.2%),
Mabharashtra (16%) and Karnataka, showed
the FADA data (see table).

Auto analysts and marketers say this shift
is the second lane-change that TN’s automo-
bile market has seen. Earlier a strong diesel
market, Tamil Nadu customers are now de-
terminedly rooting for petrol and electric
powertrains. Says Ravi Bhatia, president,
JATO Dynamics: “TN’s increasing adoption
of petrol vehicles(73.1% versus industry aver-
age of 61.2%) and a steady shift toward elec-
tricmobility (3% EV share in cars versus 2.5%
nationally) indicate a forward-looking con-
sumer base.”

The EV push is part of two overarching
trends. The first - a strong push towards pre-
miumization. Vehicle marketers say Tamil
Nadu buyers love their automotive bells and
whistles. Says Tarun Garg, whole-time direc-
tor & COO, Hyundai Motor India: “Hyundai
customers in the state have been gravitating
towards top trims equipped with connected
car tech (Bluelink), automatic transmission,
sunroof and ADAS (Advanced Driver-Assis-
tance Systems). As a progressive market,
Tamil Nadu has exhibited a rapid shift to-
wards advanced safety and premium con-
venience features and HMIL witnessed ADAS
penetration rise to nearly 15% in CY2024.”

Garg should know. This made-in-Tamil
Nadu brand is the second largest passenger
vehicle OEM in the state. “We closed CY2024
with just over 15% market share which is
higher than our national average,” he says.
And what are the customers looking for?
SUVs of course. “Tamil Nadu is clearly an
SUV market with SUVs contributing to 60.2%
of our sales in CY2024, followed by hatchbacks
and sedans,” adds Garg. “The Hyundai Creta
stood as the top selling model and the second

Source: The Times of India, 14 April 2025, p.2

@FY25 | ®FY24 (Figures from Tamil Nadu)

STATE OF EV

‘Tamil Nadu's evolving automobile market finds customers rooting for
bells and whistles in SUVs, while also cheering for electric mobility

Fast & Furious: TIN'
biz shifts into
overdrive

Two-wheelers Three-wheelers Commercial Passenger
vehicles vehicles
9,419 879 8,564

1 87402

\

SOURCE: FADA

6,184 684 6,978

largest selling SUV in the state,”

A large part of the SUV run is driven by
Chennai’s appetite. “With Chennai emerging
as a critical hub for SUVs and MPVs, and
models like the Wagon R, Creta, and Punch
performing strongly, TN’s market trend re-
flects an appetite for versatility, comfort, and
fuel efficiency,” says JATO’s Ravi Bhatia. The
second trend is TN's outsized role in EV adop-
tion across five south states. Says Rakesh Sen,
director sales & marketing, JSW MG Motor
India: “South contributed nearly 50% of our
total EV Sales in CY24. We witnessed a similar
growth trajectory in Tamil Nadu as well,
where we saw a 103% jump in March 2025
sales as compared to March 2024, thanks to
MG Windsor, a leading EV model in the state.”

While EVs are revving on TN’s car lane
(showing a 23% y-o-y growth in FY25), the
speed pick up is higher in e-two wheelers
where the state has seen a 36% retail sales
uptick year-on-year. That's not surprising
given that for the better part of FY25, TN's
overall two wheeler sales stayed a step ahead
of the national average. Says Bhatia: “With
anearly 8% share in two-wheelers for FY YTD
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Feb 2025 (the corresponding percentile for
cars is 6.6%), the state maintains its position
as a key demand centre. The two-wheeler
market in TN reflects higher-than-average
national traction, supported by a robust mix
of urban and semi-urban demand, strong
dealer networks, and evolving preferences
toward commuter and mid-range bikes.”
That said, the state’s ICE-block did not
perform well between Jan-March 2025, lag-
ging behind the national average. Dealers say
a long-drawn mid-month holiday break
slammed the brakes on auto retails in Tamil
Nadu. Says FADA president CS Vigneshwar:
“The extended Pongal break—especially in
Chennai—and additional government holi-
days left dealerships grappling with fewer
walk-ins. Several dealers noted customers
deferring purchases to March and April,
aligning with school admissions or company
contract cycles.” While that’s a seasonal blip,
it's interesting to note a fundamental shift in
TN’s largest automotive segment - two wheel-
ers. “Dealers reported that the motorcycle
segment, traditionally strong in Tamil Nadu,
continued to shrink,” adds Vigneshwar:

Graphic: G Joy Theophilus

AIL (in units)



The state is among top five deep tech startup ecosystems in India.
But it must plug gaps of funding, market access, R&D infrastructure

TN’s Deep Tech,
on Cusp of

Critical Mass :

Vaitheeswaran.B@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu is home tomore than

400 companies working in cut-

ting-edge technologies - from

electric mobility and robotics

to semiconductor chips. The
state has now emerged as one of the top deep
tech startup hubs in the country, and its vi-
brant ecosystem has built up significant mo-
mentum. However, many startups struggle to
scale beyond a point (see table).

“Govt agencies and other bodies provide
early stage seed funds and grants, but there
isalack of sufficientfunding beyond 250 lakh.
Without access to funds, companies get into
cycles of survival rather than scaling by get-
ting into supporting services,” said Ikram
Khan S I, founder and CEO at ISMO Biopho-
tonics, which builds advanced microfluidic
devices.

Deep tech startups typically stem from
scientific research, have longer gestation cy-
cles, and require significantly higher
capital to build a minimum viable
product and find paying customers.
While Tamil Nadu offers advan-
tages like industrial support and
academic collaborations, several
gaps remain. “The ecosystem in In-
dia is about 10 years old, and is rela-
tively young. It is doing well in certain
environments, backed by robust academic
collaboration, research and infrastructure
like IIT-M”, said Vishesh Rajaram, founder
and managing partner of Speciale Invest, a
venture capital firm and an early backer of
Agnikul Cosmos, The ePlane and Mindgrove.

He believes the success of the startupslike
Agnikul will further boost the ecosystem.
“Tamil Nadu’s strong industrial sector can
provide a good ecosystem to build prototypes,
perform validation and it is poised to benefit
substantially from deep tech innovation,” he
said. “The investor ecosystem is not mature
enough yet to assess the risks. So, there are
times when the sector does not get adequate
capital, but that is bound to change,” he said.

Chirag Gupta, managing partner at 8X
Ventures, which backs startups like Solinas
Integrity and Xyma Analytics, is witnessing
those changes firsthand. “Family offices and
limited partners are interested in deep tech,
but they do not have time and capacity. So
they invest in VC funds and angel networks

Source: The Times of India, 21 April 2025, p.2

and some have started do-
ing sizable checks,” he - :
said. Gupta said, “Deep
techsalso started to under-
stand the importance of
market-fit, a change from
the previous mindset of pure
focus on science and engi-
neering.”
Apartfrom funding, mul-
tiple startups TOI spoke
highlighted other barriers
and stressed the need for
hand holding in standardisa-
tion, testing and certifica-
tions and supporting them in
market access, including inter-
national markets. Dr Abha *
Bharti, co-founder and CTO of
CeraTattva InnoTech, a special-
ity ceramic material company for
high thermal applications in aerospace,
defence, auto says, ‘A lot of traditional manu-
facturing companies should have adopted
solutions from startups, but that has
not happened at the scale it should
have. There are platforms like II'T-M
research park and Forge innovation
and ventures, which facilitate match-
ing the startups with the industry. We
need more such initiatives to help show-
case innovation and onboard customers,”
she said.
Natarajan Malupillai, group CEO of IITM
Research Park, who had a long career in the
industry, is trying to bridge two sides. He said
the state’s ecosystem had impressive growth,
but it would take at least three years for the
companies to scale by building a customer
base, hita consistent revenue mark and soon.
He believes it would take up to seven years to
have a thriving deep tech ecosystem. “We are
just about getting to an inflection point with
some of the bigsuccess stories. The eagerness
of govt bodies to bring in investments, the
availability of university-based incubation
centres, coupled with the growth of global
capability centres portends well for the eco-
system. Now we need to improve the out-
comes,” he said. “More universities need to
be incentivised to take their research into a
product or a service to the market. Weneed a
regional cluster of common innovation or
incubation centres with top class R&D infra-
structure,” he said.
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LOCAL PROWESS

> Recent comments by union commerce
minister Piyush Goyal on the country lagging
behind in deep tech startups sparked strong
pushback from the startup community

> What is deep tech? Businesses built upon
advanced scientific and technological
innovation

TN DEEP TECH STARTUPS IN
SELECTED AREAS

» Aeronautics, p
aerospace & defence 180 L

> Al 236

» Computer vision 25

» Biotechnology 81 — 9
> Nanotechnology J@

> Robotics 91
»1r 164 5

Source: StartupTN

> 401 out of 501 total deep tech startups are
currently active. Only 41 have raised
investments from private equity or VC
investors

(Source: Tracxn)



[I'T-Madras incubated more than
100 start-ups in last financial year

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (II'T-M)
has incubated more than
100 deep tech start-ups in
the last financial year.

In the last 12 years, the
institute’s incubation cell
has supported 457 deep
tech start-ups, collectively
valued at I50,000 crore.
This figure is based on in-
vestments raised through
venture capitalists.

The start-ups were
founded by the institute’s
faculty, staff, students and
alumni. External entrepre-
neurs have also made
contributions.

They span a range of
critical and emerging sec-
tors, from manufacturing
and robotics to space tech,
aerospace and defence, Al
biotech and Internet of
Things.

A few of the successful
ventures are Ather, Un-
iphore, Medibuddy, Hyper-
Verge, Stellapps (MooPay),
Agnikul, Planys, Detect,
Mindgrove, Guvi and
GalaxEye.

Institute Director V. Ka-
makoti, who announced
the achievements on Satur-
day, said the aim was to
achieve the ‘Startup 100

i

QKA
ﬂ:l[ﬂ.‘

In the last 12 years, the institute’s incubation cell has supported 457 deep-
valued at 350,000 crore. FILE PHOTO

Mission’ set in early 2024.
The cell had incubated 104
start-ups during the finan-
cial year 2024-25.

He said it was made pos-
sible by the sector-specific
incubators such as Pravar-
tak, Bioincubator, HTIC
MedTech RTBI and the in-
stitute’s School of Innova-
tion and
Entrepreneurship.

While over 50% of the
104 start-ups were founded
by the institute’s students,
faculty, staff and alumni, as
many as 48% were found-
ed by external entrepre-
neurs.

Mr. Kamakoti said: “The

Source: The Hindu, 28 April 2025, p.4

challenge of ‘Start-up Sha-
tam’ (100 start-ups), which
translates to incubating
one start-up every third
day, was taken up on April
1, 2024. The institute has
incubated start-ups across
a broad spectrum. This is
our humble contribution
to a Product Nation, a
Start-up Nation and Viksit
Bharat 2047”

The newly incubated
start-ups work in various
sectors such as manufac-
turing, robotics, automo-
tive and batteries, mate-
rials, defence and
aerospace; Al, blockchain,
quantum computing, ana-
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lytics/SAAS and fintech;
health tech; biotech, phar-
ma, agritech; IoT, and cyb-
er physical systems.

Prabhu Rajagopal, head
of the School of Innovation
and  Entrepreneurship,
said, “In the coming year,
we plan to strengthen the
mentoring and go-to-mar-
ket strategies as well as
drive the emergence of
multinational start-ups”.

The School of Innova-
tion and Entrepreneur-
ship, which houses IITM’s
pre-incubator  Nirmaan,
hosts 129 pre-venture
teams working on deep-
tech themes.



Policy framework that fosters inclusivity in
start-ups is need of the hour, say panellists

At The Hindu Tamil Nadu Startup Summit-25, they discuss the power of inclusive technology, role of academic institutions in fostering such

technology, and how inclusion must be unbiased. They further highlight need for diversification in start-ups, including research-based products

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ven as Tamil Nadu is
E heading towards a
vibrant and tech-led
start-up ecosystem, there
is a need for a policy fra-
mework that fosters inclu-
sivity in start-ups, said pa-
nellists at a session on
‘Building a Diverse Startup
Ecosystem: Inclusion and
Gender Equality’” held in
Chennai on Thursday.
They discussed the pow-
er of inclusive technology,
role of academic institu-
tions in fostering the same,
and how inclusion must be
unbiased. Speaking on the
challenges faced by per-
sons with physical disabili-
ties and the role of innova-
tions through assistive
technology in empowering
them, Prateek Madhav, co-
founder and CEO, Assis-
Tech Foundation, said the
country was now growing
into one of the best assis-
tive technology hubs in the
world.
“The number of start-

THESC R INDI
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Subalalitha €.N
s chosiagin,

Prteser Deparmen

From right, Prateek Madhav, co-founder and CEO, AssisTech Foundation, Jyotirmayee Dash, managing
director, TeraLumen Solutions Private Limited, and Subalalitha C.N., professor, Department of
Computing Technologies, SRMIST, at the panel discussion on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

ups has grown from a mere
10 or 15 to a vibrant ecosys-
tem of 500 start-ups,
which have changed lives
and enabled persons with
physical disabilities to gain
better accessibility, inde-
pendence, and social in-
clusion. Several of them
were from Tamil Nadu,” he
said.

Highlighting technologi-
cal innovation as the rea-
son behind societal trans-
formation and the growth
of the start-up ecosystem,
he said it was essential to
include assistive technolo-

gy in  the  policy
framework.
Noting that persons

with disabilities cannot be

left behind in the attempt
to build an inclusive eco-
system, Mr. Madhav said
they contributed 5% to 7%
to the country’s Gross
Domestic Product. Invest-
ment, technological inno-
vations, and research in in-
clusive start-ups would
help in improving the eco-
nomic impact of including

SSRM
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persons with physical dis-
abilities, he added.

Commercialising ideas

Subalalitha C.N., professor,
Department of Computing
Technologies, SRM Insti-
tute of Science and Tech-

nology (SRMIST), dis-
cussed the role of
academia in nurturing

start-up and entrepreneu-
rial mindset among stu-
dents and encouraging fa-
culty start-ups.

Besides hackathons and
project-based courses, stu-
dents are encouraged to

commercialise their ideas
through industry collabo-
rations. Moreover, faculty
start-ups help them align
with their research do-
mains and gain exposure
to market requirements.
This is reflected in the
quality of their teaching.

Jyotirmayee Dash, ma-
naging director, TeraLu-
men Solutions Private Li-
mited, elaborated on her
journey of building a start-
up and the terahertz
technology.

Underlining the need
for diversification in start-
ups, including research-
based products and manu-
facturing, she said consis-
tency and dedication were
important to build a com-
pany based on deep tech.
Collaborations, including
those with business ex-
perts and various stakehol-
ders, would help balance
research and business ven-
tures, she said.

The session was moder-
ated by Ramya Kannan,
Chief of Bureau, Tamil Na-
du, The Hindu.

Source: The Hindu, 25 April 2025, p.6

Tamil Nadu is currently home to over
10,800 start-ups, says T.M. Anbarasan

Delivering the valedictory address at The Hindu Tamil Nadu Startup Summit-25, he says a regional innovation centre will come up in Thoothukudi,

and innovation centres have already been set up in several districts; he also says govt. is providing entrepreneurship training to students in the State

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ntil March 2021, on-
Uly 2,032 start-ups
were registered in

Tamil Nadu, and now, this
number has increased to
over 10,800 and nearly
50% of these are founded
by women, Tamil Nadu’s
Minister for Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) T.M. Anbarasan
said.

Delivering the valedicto-
ry address at The Hindu Ta-
mil Nadu Startup Sum-
mit-25, the Minister said a
regional innovation centre
had been planned in
Thoothukudi in this fiscal.
“In the last four years, re-
gional innovation centres
have been established in
Erode, Tirunelveli, Hosur,
Salem, Cuddalore, Thanja-
vur, and Coimbatore.”

L

THEtaa  TINDU
TAMIL NADU

Minister TM. Anbarasan felicitating N. Ram, Director, THG Publishing Private Limited, in the presence of
LV. Navaneeth, the group’s CEO, at the valedictory event of The Hindu Tamil Nadu Startup Summit-25

on Thursday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Mr. Anbarasan shared
details of various projects
that were executed in the
last four years. “Around

Source: The Hindu, 25 April 2025, p.7

31,11,000 students study-
ing in schools and colleges
have been provided with
entrepreneurship and in-

novation training. Over
205 start-ups have benefit-
ed under the TANSEED
scheme (including 36 Sche-

duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (SC/STs) start-
ups). The government has
given a total of ¥69.99
crore in funding,” he said.

“Launch  pad pro-
grammes are being con-
ducted to introduce new
businesses. ‘Pre Incuba-
tion Centres’ have been set
up in educational institu-
tions across cities in Tamil
Nadu,” he added.

The Minister said that at
the Global Investors Meet,
which was held in January
last year, around 5,068
memoranda of under-
standing were signed in
the MSMEs sector. These
agreements are expected
to generate employment
for 91,785 people. “And of
these, around 2,360 com-
panies have already been
launched, entailing invest-
ments of ¥25,097 crore.
Work is in progress to
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launch the remaining com-
panies soon,” he added.
Mr. Anbarasan also men-
tioned how 59,584 entre-
preneurs were created.
This includes 21,281 are
women, 9,224 are from SC/
STs, 2,497 are from minor-
ity communities and 717
are disabled individuals.
“These initiatives have pro-
moted entrepreneurship
across all sections of socie-
ty, ensuring equality and
social justice, as envi-
sioned by Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin,” he said.

Suresh Balakrishna,
Chief Revenue Officer, The
Hindu Group (THG), felici-
tated the Minister in the
presence of LV. Nava-
neeth, Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEQ), THG Publish-
ing Private Limited, and
Sivarajah ~ Ramanathan,
Mission Director and CEO,
StartupTN.



Tamil Nadu Startup Summit
to be organised tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Startup Sum-
mit-25, organised by The
Hindu and co-presented by
StartupTN in association
with Sify Technologies, is
all set to be presented by
SRM Institute of Science
and Technology, Kattanku-
lathur, on April 24.

The summit will bring
together leading voices
from the government, in-
dustry, academia and the
startup ecosystem. The
day-long event aims at fos-
tering innovation, driving
investment and empower-
ing startups across the
State and beyond.

Several dignitaries will
take part in the summit.
This includes C. Mutha-
mizhchelvan, Vice-Chan-
cellor, SRM Institute of
Science and Technology,
A.R. Unnikrishnan, Chair-
man, CII Tamil Nadu State
Council and Managing Di-
rector, Saint-Gobain India
Private Limited (Glass
Group), and Sivarajah Ra-
manathan, Mission Direc-

| lf:ﬂygi{lNl)L]
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Compresented by

I StartupTN

In assocation with

sify’

tor and Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Tamil Nadu Startup
and Innovation Mission.

The event will begin
with a keynote address by
Atul Anand, Additional
Chief Secretary, Micro,
Small and Medium Enter-
prises Department, Go-
vernment of Tamil Nadu.
The summit will conclude
with a valedictory address
by T. M. Anbarasan, Minis-
ter for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises and
Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat
Development Board.

The summit will cover a
range of topics, including

Source: The Hindu, 23 April 2025, p.6

building a Diverse Startup
Ecosystem with a focus on
inclusion and gender
equality, Harnessing Inno-
vation: Tamil Nadu’s Role
in the Global Startup Eco-
system, Nurturing Entre-
preneurship in South Ta-
mil Nadu, Digital
Transformation and Cyber-
security and a deep dive in-
to HealthTech innovations.
With participation from
startup founders, inves-
tors, educators, policy-
makers, and thought lead-
ers, the summit will serve
as a prelude to the upcom-
ing Global Startup Summit
being planned by the Go-
vernment of Tamil Nadu.
Retail GPT is the Phygi-
tal commerce partner, Tal-
ly is the technology partn-
er, CIl is the strategic
partner, ITC Mangaldeep is
the fragrance partner and
Puthiya Thalaimurai is the
TV partner. To watch it
live, wvisit
https:// E
newsth.live «
/SUSPA or
scan  the
QR code.

Udhaya inaugurates 132 projects worth ¥82 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

i@ Coirmbatore

DEPUTY Chief Minister Udhay-
anidhi Stalin laid the foundation
stone for 132 new projects worth
782.14 crore including the con-
struction of a 6,500-sqm interna-
tional standard hockey stadium
with artificial turf at a cost of
¥9.67 crore in Coimbatore on
Sunday:

At an event held in RS Puram,
he also inaugurated 54 completed
projects worth ¥29.99 crore and
distributed welfare assistance
worth ¥239.41 crore to 25,024
beneficiaries.

Speaking at the event, Udhaya-
nidhi said the DMK government
has been implementing welfare

Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin laid the foundation for a hockey stadium | exeress

schemes for all sections of socie-
tyv “Women have made over 700
crorefree trips using Vidiyal Pay-
anam scheme. Under Puthumai

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 April 2025, p.4

Penn scheme, a monthly
assistance of F1,000 is provided to
3.5 lakh women,” Udhavanidhi
said. He added that as per the an-
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nouncement made by Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin, applications will
be collected from women who
have been left out of the Kalaig-
nar Magalir Urimai Thogai
scheme from July

Udhavanidhi also inaugurated
a T10.36-crore automatic paneer
plant with a production capacity
of twotonnes perday atthe Coim-
batore District Cooperative Milk
Producers Union. He distributed
welfare assistance worth ¥13.73
crore to 2240 members of women
self-help groups.

Minister for Electricity V
Senthil Balaji {(who later re-
signed) and Minster
for Human Resources Manage-
ment Kavalvizhi Selvaraj
were present.



Udhaya unveils startup summit logo

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

DEPUTY Chief Minister Ud-
havanidhi Stalin on Saturday
launched the logo and website
for the Tamil Nadu Global Star-
tup Summit (TNGSS) 2025, set
to be held in Coimbatore, as the
state seeks to boost its startup
ecosystem.

Dates for the summit at CO-
DISSIA, Coimbatore, will be an-
nounced soon, according to a
release. The summit, organ-
ised by the Tamil Nadu Startup
and Innovation Mission (Star-
tupTN) under the MSME De-
partment, aims to position the
stateas a global startup hub.

The event is expected to at-

/ SiartupTN

 GLOBAL

STARTUP
SUMMIT-2025

DISRUPT TO RISE

tract more than 30,000 partici-
pants, including startups, in-
vestors, universities, and
policymakers from India and
abroad.

Tamil Nadu, which has seen
the number of startups regis-
tered with the Department for
Promotion of Industry and In-
ternal Trade (DPIIT) rise from
2,032 in 2021 to over 10,800 (till
today), is targeting to become a

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 April 2025, p.4

CM opens Kalaignar crafts scheme

‘It Aims To

Improve, Not IN MSME SECTOR

$1 trillion economy by 2030, the
release said.

To realise the vision of en-
suring distributed growth
across the state, regional hubs
have been established over the
past four vears in 10 districts —
Chennai, Madurai, Erode,
Tirunelveli, Hosur, Salem, Cud-
dalore, Thanjavur, Coimbatore
and Trichy - the release said.
Thesummit will feature a large-
scale startup expo with more
than 750 stalls representing sec-
tors such as SpaceTech, climate
change management, electric
vehicle technology, AgriTech,
and artificial intelligence. Govy-
ernment departments, corpo-
rates, and incubators will also
participate, the release said.

Discriminate
Based on Caste’

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Chief minister M
K Stalin on Saturday
launched the Kalaignar Kai-
vinai Thittam (KKT) scheme
in Kancheepuram, a pro-
gramme designed to support
25 categories of artisans
with financial assistance
and upskilling.

The scheme is aimed at
countering Union govt’s
Vishwakarma scheme,
which Stalin alleges pro-
motes “caste discrimination
and family-based traditional
trade.”

The scheme has already
facilitated disbursement of
bank loans worth 170 crore
to 8,951 beneficiaries out of

[ :
CM's FIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS T g mastinthotrade,

. When the Centre did not

disbursement of consider the request, the

ercsstieis B bank loans worth state govt rejected the Vish-

e subsidy on the cost o \ wakarmascheme.

filing application for Gl tag 170 cro_re_to 8,951 The KKT scheme, in con-
increased to 21 lakh from beneficiaries trast to the Vishwakarma
325,000 While DMK govttakesup  scheme, aims to improve the

» Metrology and metallurgy
laboratories for the automobile
and spare parts manufacturing
units in the Ambattur Industrial
Estate at 25 crore

» Road infrastructure and
stormwater drains at 5 crore
in Palanthandalam in
Kanchipuram, where there are
many industrial units

27,907 applications received.
Stalin said, “A scheme
should aim at upholding so-
cial justice and equality. But
Vishwakarma scheme is not
such a scheme. There was a
conditionthat if one wantsto
benefit under the scheme,
the applicant should do the
same job that his family has
beendoing for ages.”

Source: The Times of India, 20 April 2025, p.7

» Establishment of a general
facility centre, including a skill
training centre at Kakkalur
industrial estate at 3.9 crore

» Financial assistance to
MSME units to participate in
domesti.c trade fairs increased
to 22 lakh from 1 lakh

Expressing shock and an-
guish over the minimum age
requirement of 18 years for
applicants under the Vish-
wakarma scheme, the chief
minister asked if 18 was ap-
propriate for higher educa-
tion or a time when students
are compelled to abandon
their studies for family obli-
gations.

initiatives to support stu-
dents' higher education and
skills development, includ-
ing ‘Pudhumai Penn’, ‘Tamil
Pudhalvan’, and ‘Naan Mud-
halvan’, Stalin criticised
Union govt’s alleged promo-
tion of family-based tradi-
tional trades.

He said, “And what kind
of consequences will this
have in the Indian society
riddled with caste differenc-
es? How can a person with a
conscience tolerate this?”

The chief minister re-
called the state govt’srequest
to Centre to make changes to
the Vishwakarma scheme,
including raising the mini-
mum age limit to 35, and re-
moving a condition that
mandates applicant’s family
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livelihood of artisans and
does not discriminate based
oncaste, Stalin said.

The KKT covers25catego-
ries of artisans, more than
the Centre’s 18, and is open to
anyone who candoany trade,
not just family-based tradi-
tional trade.

“The minimum age to ap-
ply has been set as 35 so that
no student feels that the fam-
ily-based traditional trade is
enough at the age of going to
college,” he said.

The KKT scheme offers fi-
nancial support to artisans,
including a credit-linked
subsidy of up to ¥50,000. It al-
so provides an interest sub-
vention of 2% for loans from
TAICO Bank and 5% for
loans from other banks.



Stalin launches Kalaignar Kaivinai Thittam
as an alternative to PM Vishwakarma scheme

Under the State’s scheme, applicants can pursue a trade skill of their choice and loans ranging from 350,000 to 33 lakh with subsidy will be given.

Stating that the Centre’s scheme will only promote caste-based vocation, the CM says it is a reflection of the fact that some still hold regressive ideas

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hief Minister M.K.
C Stalin on Saturday

launched the Ka-
laignar Kaivinai Thittam,
an artisan development
scheme, which would
serve as the State govern-
ment’s alternative to the
Centre’s PM Vishwakarma
scheme.

“In 2023, the BJP go-
vernment at the Centre in-
troduced the Vishwakarma
scheme. They said the
scheme would cover 18
trades and focus on up-
skilling and providing
loans of up to 3 lakh. For
us, any scheme should
have the objective of
upholding social justice
and equality. However, the
Vishwakarma scheme does
not have such features,” he
said at the launch event or-
ganised by the MSME De-
partment at the Sekkizhar
Government Boys Higher
Secondary School complex
in Kundrathur.

“We strongly opposed
the Vishwakarma scheme,
stating it would strengthen
caste-based vocation,” Mr.
Stalin said, adding that the
scheme was a reflection of
the fact that some still hold
regressive ideas. “I was al-
so shocked and pained to
see that the minimum age

Upskilling initiative: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin launching t
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presence of Minister T.M. Anbarasan, DMK MP T.R. Baalu, TNCC president K. Selvaperunthagai, and Chief
Secretary N. Muruganandam in Chennai on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

criterion for the Vishwa-
karma scheme is 18 years.
Is 18 years an age to pursue
higher education or to
push someone towards fa-
mily-based traditional
trade?” he asked.

Promoting education
“A  government’s duty
should be to bring students
who drop out back into the
educational system and
not take them out of edu-
cation and tell them to pur-
sue family-based tradition-
al trade,” Mr. Stalin said.
“While our Dravidian
model government s
working hard to ensure
that those who have com-
pleted school pursue high-

Source: The Hindu, 20 April 2025, p.8

er education through the
Pudhumai Penn and Tamil
Pudhalvan schemes, the
BJP government is working
towards encouraging
caste-based vocation,” he
added.

Mr. Stalin also recalled
that he had written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, seeking modifica-
tions to the Vishwakarma
scheme, including a re-
quest to increase the mini-
mum age to 35 years.

“However, the Centre
refused to make the chang-
es. [ wrote to the Union
MSME Minister, stating
that the State government
would not take the PM
Vishwakarma scheme for-

ward in its present form,”
Mr. Stalin said.

“We then decided to
come up with an alterna-
tive scheme, which is more
inclusive and comprehen-
sive, and does not discrim-
inate on the basis of caste.
That is how the Kalaignar
Kaivinai Thittam was de-
signed,” he said. The
scheme covers 25 trades.
Under the Central scheme,
the applicant can only fo-
cus on family trade, but
under this scheme, one
can pursue a trade of their
choice, Mr. Stalin said.

“We have fixed the mini-
mum age of 35 for the Ka-
laignar Kaivinai Thittam.
We provide loans ranging

from %50,000 to %3 lakh
with subsidy. In the
Centre’s scheme, there is
no subsidy. We have re-
ceived 24,907 applications
for our scheme so far,” he
said.

Mr. Stalin handed over
orders of loan approvals to
the tune of 170 crore, in-
cluding a subsidy of 34
crore, under the Kalaignar
Kaivinai Thittam to 8,951
beneficiaries. He also
handed over certificates of
appreciation to officials of
Taico Bank, Indian Over-
seas Bank, Indian Bank,
State Bank of India, and
Canara Bank for providing
loans to many beneficiar-
ies under the scheme.

New announcements

Mr. Stalin also made five
announcements, including
increasing the subsidy pro-
vided to apply for geo-
graphical indication tags
from 25,000 to 1 lakh,
and the establishment of a
metrology and metallurgy
laboratory at a cost of I5
crore for the benefit of au-
tomotive and engineering
component manufacturing
units at Ambattur Indus-
trial Estate. Infrastructure
facilities, including road
and storm-water drainage
waork, will be taken up at 35
crore in Pazhanthandalam
in Kancheepuram district,

where a large number of
industrial units are locat-
ed, he added.

At Kakkalur Industrial
Estate, a training centre for
technological skill develop-
ment and a common facili-
ty centre will be set up at a
cost of 3.9 crore, Mr. Sta-
lin said. Financial assis-
tance provided to micro
and small enterprises to
put up stalls at domestic
exhibitions and trade fairs
will be increased from 1
lakh to ¥2 lakh, he added.

Clusters inaugurated
Mr. Stalin also inaugurated
three clusters under the
Micro Cluster Develop-
ment Programme. They
are Peravurani Coir Clus-
ter, Thanjavur district, es-
tablished at a cost of ¥7.29
crore, Jewellery Federation
Cluster, Ramanathapuram
district, established at a
cost of ¥6.72 crore, and
Embroidery Stitching Clus-
ter, Thenkasi district, esta-
blished at a cost of ZL.15
crore. He also presented
awards to the best per-
forming MSMEs in the
State for 2023-24.

Minister for Micro,
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises T.M. Anbarasan,
DMK MPs T.R. Baalu and
Selvam, and Chief Secre-
tary N. Muruganandam
were among those present.

Green power goal up, but TN has not even met last year’s target

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN
{@ Chennai

SIGNALLING the centre’s
strong push towards clean en-
ergy adoption, the Ministry of
Power has revised the Renewa-
ble Purchase Obligation (RPO)
target for Tamil Nadu to 33.01%
for the financial year 2025-26,
marking a jump from last vear’s
target of 29.91%.

However, the Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corporation Lim-
ited (TNGECL) has failed to
meet the previous vear’s RPO
target, as it managed to achieve
only around 26% in FY 2024-25,

sources said. According to offi-
cials, the final figure willbe con-
firmed after an audit.

Speaking to TNIE, a senior of-
ficial said the increased target
reflects the centre’s com-
mitment to encourage
greenenergy use. “The
state is required to
source nearly 33% of
its total electricity con-
sumption from renewa-
ble sources,” the official
said.

The official, however, pointed
out that TNGECL depends en-
tirely on private wind and solar
projects to meet the RPO targets

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 April 2025, p.6
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as it does not have its own power
generation facilities. *We have
received applications for wind
power projects totalling approx-
imately 7,000 MW, Additionally,
a few ongoing projects are
expected to be completed
soon,” the official
noted.

TNGECL is also plan-
ning to enter into new
agreements with the So-
lar Energy Corporation of
India (SECI) to buy solar power
during the current fiscal vear.
Last vear, the corporation pro-

cured 1,000 MW from SECL
Highlighting the progress in

CATEGORY-WISE
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solar rooftop installations and
hydro power, another TNGECL
official said, “Solar rooftop ca-
pacity has grown significantly
from 54.93 MW in 2022 to 404.18
MW in 2025. We plan to gradu-
ally add another 200 MW this
yvear to support the RPO goal,”
the official said.

On the hydro front, the corpo-
ration has increased its total in-
stalled capacity from 2,321.90
MW to 2,323.90 MW by upgrad-
ing the Movar Power House in
the Nilgiris from 12 MW to 14
MW. “With these steps, we are
hopeful of reaching this vear’s
RPO target,” the official added.



Swadeshi scientist’s
gift to Kovai’s tribal
women: Self-reliance

Sakthivel.K
@timesofindia.com

ver the past decade,

women from tribal

villages around

Anaikatti in Coim-
batore, once marginalised, have
taken centrestage as entrepre-
neurs. Earning between 28,000
and 715,000 a month, they have
not only taken charge of their
own lives but also brought elec-
tricity and sanitation to their
homes, purchased gold and fi-
nanced their own weddings. In
2024, they even turned export-
ers — 800kg of organic millet
snacks to the US, as well as ter-
racotta cups to Qatar.

Behind the all-woman enter-
prise is R Soundararajan,
a pharmaceutical
scientist who re-
turned to India
from the US in
1996, and in- [}
spired by Swa-
miDayananda
Saraswati,
quit his job,
used his sav-
ings, and bought
land near Anaikatti
in 2012 to support tribal
women.

He founded Daya Seva Sad-
an, a livelihood support centre,
and began training women to
make eco-friendly areca palm
plates. “Most of the women
were struggling with alcoholic
husbands and no source of in-
come,” says the 66-year-old. His
one-acre centre now includes
an organic farm, product man-
ufacturing units, a retail outlet
and cafeteria, all run by tribal
women. From four, the team
has grown to 15. The women
make 65 products such as millet

biscuits, jams and pickles and
herbal rice mixes, aloe vera
moisturisers and terracotta
kitchenware, all handcrafted,
biodegradable and fast-selling.

“I didn’t have a toilet in my
house. It’s the first thing I built
with my earnings,” says Venila,
one of the entrepreneurs.

“Earlier, we were afraid to
speak with outsiders. Now, we
manage everything, from cook-
ing and serving meals to han-
dling purchases and accounts,”
says Nagamani. She spent her
savings to get an electric line
extended to her home, which
had no electricity for genera-
tions. Pavithra of Pattisalai
village, who also works at the
centre, married with her own
savings, while her co-work-
er Devayani saved 21
lakh from her earn-
ings to buy gold.

Soundarara-
jan also distrib-

uted more than
100 solar lights
to villages such
as Poolaipathi,
Kootupuli, and
Pattisalai, which
had no access to elec-
tricity. He also managed
to help two women get four-
wheeler driving licences, a first
for the area. “My husband died
a year and a half ago. I have a
son and no support from my
parents or relatives,” says Selvi,
one of the women who drives
an electric auto that provides
free transportation for tribal
women in the region.

“After finishing work at the
centre, many women struggle
to get home. Now I can drive
them back safely. They feel
more comfortable when there
is a woman driving.”

BUILDING DREAMS: R Soundararajan
(above) set up a centre in
Coimbatore to help tribal women
earn a living; the women make 65
products including millet biscuits

Pics: J Jackson

State to augment power
generation by 2,040MW

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu is
set to significantly aug-
ment its power genera-
tion capacity with the
planned addition of
2,64d0MW throughamixof
thermaland greenenergy
projects. Tamil Nadu Po-
wer Generation Corpora-
tion (TNPGCL) and Tamil
Nadu Green Energy Cor-
poration (TNGECL) have
outlined their plans tome-
et the state’s increasing
power demand, if all goes
as per schedule. Accor-
ding to data from Central
Electricity Authority
(CEA), Tamil Nadu's total
installed power capacity
stood at 41,126.68MW, as of
Sept 30, 2024.

Key projects expected
to commence commercial
operations this year in-
clude Stage III of the
North Chennai Thermal
Power Station (800MW),
Stage I of the Udangudi
Thermal power plant
(1,320MW, comprising two
units), the Kundah Pum-
ped Storage Hydro Elec-
tric Power Project
(500MW with four units of
125MW each), and the Kol-
limalai Hydro Electric Po-
wer Project (20MW).

Officials from
TNPGCL and TNGECL
recently briefed the Tamil
Nadu Electricity Regula-
tory Commission
(TNERC) on the progress
of various projects. Ac-
cording to the official re-
cord of the discussion,
TNPGCL is exploring the

use of washed coal to po-

tentially increase the
plant load factor (PLF) of
its existing units from the
current 500-600MW gene-
ration. A trial run of the
plant is anticipated by the
end of April to catertothe
summer power demand.
TNPGCL has also infor-
med TNERC about the
planned installation of a
flue gas desulfurisation
system — cleaner for po-
wer plant smoke to remo-
ve harmful sulfur before
itgoesintotheair — by Ju-
ne 2026, with TNERC sug-
gesting the use of 400kVa
transmission lines for po-
wer evacuation.
Similarly, two units of
Stage I at the Udangudi
Thermal plant are slated
to begin commercial pro-
duction in May and Au-
gust. “Work on the power
evacuation network and
transportation of coal
from the port to the plant
is complete, and pump ho-
uses, crusher house, and
cable-laying worksare un-
derway,” the corporation
said. Now, TNPGCL ope-
rates five thermal sta-
tions with a total installed
capacity of 4,320MW, whi-
le the state’s renewable

Source: The Times of India, 7 April 2025, p.12
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Officials from TNPGCL
and TNGECL recently
briefed the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (TNERC)
on the progress of
various projects

power capacity stands at
19,628.40MW.

Meanwhile, TNGECL
informed TNERC that the
four units of the Kundah
Pumped Storage project
are expected to be com-
missioned between July
and Nov. The corporation
noted that “forestclearan-
ce for erecting the trans-
mission lines for 14km is
yet to be obtained and the
same is being pursued.”
The Kollimalai Hydro
Electric Power Project,
which faced delays due to
the pandemic and land
disputes, is now projected
tobe commissioned in Oc-
tober, with the acquisi-
tion of the remaining
land underway with the
Namakkal district reve-
nue department.

TNERC has recom-
mended the need for ade-
quate manpower alloca-
tion for the operation and
maintenance of these
new plants to ensure a
smooth transition from
the developers to
TNPGCL. The regulatory
body has also requested a
detailed report on the sta-
tus of all projects and the
steps taken by the end of
this month.



City ports record
collective revenue
of 2,219 crore

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Chennai Port
and its subsidiary Kama-
rajar Port have collective-
ly recorded a revenue of
22,219 crore in FY2025. Of
this, Kamarajar Port at
Ennore had an income of
?1,130crore with a profit af-
ter tax of ¥546 crore.

Chennai Port Author-
ity chairperson Sunil Pal-
iwal told reporters here on
Thursday that both ports
achieved a milestone with
combined cargo through-
put exceeding 100 million
tonnes for the first time to
touch 103.4 million tonnes,

While Chennai Port
handled 549 million
tonnes, Kamarajar Port
contributed 48.4 million
tonnes. Chennai Port re-
corded an all-time high in
container handling, ex-
ceeding 1.8 million TEUs.
“This represents a com-
bined year-on-year in-
crease of 6.7% in FY2025.
We expect a growth of 7%
in 2025-26,” he said.

On capacity expan-
sion, he said, the common
user coal terminal capaci-
ty optimization will be in-
creased from 9.6 million
tonnes per annum (MTPA)
to 11 MTPA at Kamarajar
Port. “We have got permis-
sionfromtheenvironmen-
tal committee to start
handling up to11 MTPA be-
cause efficiencies have im-
proved. The IOCL captive
jetty (in Kamarajar Port)

Chennai Port Author-
ity chairperson Sunil
Paliwal said the ports
achieved a milestone
with combined cargo
throughput exceeding
100 million tonnes for
the first time to touch
103.4 million tonnes

has been completed at a
cost of 921 crore,” he add-
ed.

The first phase of
%1,424 crore multi-modal
logistics park at Mappedu
will be completed by Feb
next year. Paliwal aded.

On Hyundai Group’s
HD-Korea Shipbuilding &
Offshore Engineering
holding discussions with
both the ports for a ship
building facility, Paliwal
said, the company has in-
dicated that it would re-
quire500acres of land.

“But, the two ports do
not some much land,” he
added.

Source: The Times of India, 4 April 2025, p.6

Grid-India flags under-drawal of power by
TN. Transmission Corporation Limited

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAIT

The Grid Controller of In-
dia Limited (Grid-India)
has written to the Tamil
Nadu Transmission Corpo-
ration Limited (Tantran-
sco), flagging under-drawal
of power from the grid.
The under-drawal by
the Tantransco has been
continuous and the maxi-
mum quantum reached

Under-drawal has
been continuous and
the maximum
quantum reached
around 1,500 MW

on April 6

through short-term power
procurement and swap-
ping arrangements.

The power transfer cap-
ability from other States

around 1,500 MW on April  (Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
6, Grid-India said in its  ka, Telangana) to Tamil Na-
letter. du by Inter-State Transmis-

Grid-India is an enter-
prise under the Union Mi-
nistry of Power. One of its
regional arms, the South-
ern Regional Load Des-
patch Centre (SRLDC),
looks after the grid func-
tions of the southern re-
gion. Tamil Nadu meets
the deficit during summer

sion lines is termed as
Available Transfer Capabil-
ity (ATC). This is used to
draw power from other
States utilising the existing
transmission system by
way of Long Term Agree-
ment from Central Gener-
ating Stations, Medium
Term Open Access and

Source: The Hindu, 14 April 2025, p.10

Short Term Open Access.
According to the State
Energy Department policy
note for 2024-25, the ATC
was 10,900 MW.

Grid-India further point-
ed out that the SRLDC con-
trol room consistently sent
messages regarding the
heavy under-drawal by Ta-
mil Nadu.

The SRLDC had said
that the State was continu-
ously under-drawing since
April 6, 7.30 a.m. The pow-
er demand has not re-
duced incessantly, and has
been in the range of
13,500-14,000 MW on
April 6. Yet, under-drawl
has been increasing, it not-
ed.

Grid-India said there
had been a considerable
under-drawal by Tamil Na-
du on March 22, March 23,
March 29, April 2, April 3,

April 4 and April 5. As the
Southern region is into the
peak demand season, it is
once again iterated to plan
the power portfolio of the
State proactively, and re-
frain from huge under-dra-
wals, it added.

Besides, during the pe-
riod of under-drawal, the
North Chennai Thermal
Power Station (NCTPS)
Stage 3 unit 1 (800 MW)
was generating infirm in-
jection of 500-600 MW.

The infirm injection of
NCTPS Stage 3 Unit 1 start-
ed on January 14, 2024,
and the commercial opera-
tion date of the unit is yet
to be declared, it noted.
The injection of infirm
power shall be appro-
priately reviewed in accor-
dance with the real time
system conditions, Grid-In-
dia added.

For third year, TN retains 4th place in installed solar power capacity

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu has retained its
fourth position in installed ca-
pacity of solar energy in the
country, with 10,153.58 MW in
2024-25 tor the third year ina row,
according to data from the Min-
istry of New and Renewable
Energy

Rajasthan continues to top the
list with 28,286.47 MW, followed
by Gujarat with 18,496.66 MW,
and Maharashtra with 1068727
MW. While Tamil Nadu Green
Energy Corporation Limited
(TNGECL) is actively exploring
large-scale, ground-mounted so-
lar projects, its involvement in
key central schemes such as the

PM Surya Ghar Yojana(PMSGY)
and PM-KUSUM that encourage
tarmers toshift to renewable en-
ergy sources has been limited.
Under the PMSGY, which
seeks to promote solar power
generation in residential sector,
23,500 consumers were added
over thelast one year; contribut-
ing to just 125MW of capacity in
TN. The scheme was launched
last year with a target to cover 1
crore homes across the country,
of which 25 lakh houses were
supposed to be from Tamil Nadu.
Bharathiya Electricity Engi-
neers Association’s state general
secretary E Natarajan said
though Tamil Nadu launched
awareness campaigns, such
events saw a downswing after a
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few months. “Until now, the gov-
ernment has not set up a dedi-
cated team for it,"” he said.

A senior official from TNGE-
CL said as per the revised order,
the state has been given a target
to include 3 lakh consumers un-
der PMSGY by 2028. “At present,
there are 850 approved vendors
for solar panel installations
across Tamil Nadu. We conduct
monthly meetings with them
and are monitoring the
progress,” the official said.

He further pointed out that
promoting residential solar pow-
er schemes in metro cities is dit-
ficult as large number of people
live in apartments where install-
ing solar panels is difficult.

K Kathirmathiyon, secretary,

Coimbatore Consumer Cause,
has said that many people in ru-
ral areas are still unaware of so-
larpanel installationand its ben-
efits. He appealed to the power
utility to remove the network
charges of ¥1.59 per unit for so-
lar power users.

According to MNRE data, the
state’s off-grid solar capacity —
mainly used by farmers — has
reached 7040 MW in 2025, Thisis
a marginal increase from 52.26
MW in 2021, reflecting a growth
of just 18.14 MW over four
vears.

Speaking about solar panels
for farmlands, an official said,
“Most farmers do not show in-
terest as they already receive
free electricity”



ROAD INFRA: IT’S TIME FOR A SUSTAINABLE RETHINK

TMANO THANGARAJ

ININGmountains in the
name of development
needs a serious rethink.
Large-scale extraction
of rough stone, gravel,
m-sand, and p-sand for infra-
structure projects is leading to
a serious environmental crisis
in India. Destroying natural
landscapes disrupts the hydro-
logical cycle, weathering pat-
terns, groundwater levels,
greenery, and biodiversity.
Tamil Nadu alone has over
2,000 stone quarries, producing
around 4lakh tonnes of m-sand
in addition to other materials
daily. Kanniyakumari district
administration states nearly
50,000 tonnes of quarry stones
are transported to Kerala each
day via Kannivakumari dis-
trict. This scaleof extraction is
bound to hurt the

environment.

It’s time to rethink India’s in-
frastructure strategy and poli-
cy. Roads need to be rebuilt
every five years. This should
make us look at road develop-
ment through a different lens.

Roads are vital for progress.
India has the world’s second-
largest road network with a
staggering 66.71 lakh km

o

length. Tamil Nadu alone has
2.7 lakh km. To build just 1 km
of asphalt road with a width of
10metres, 2,000 tonnes of natu-
ral resources are needed. In
2023-24, Tamil Nadu Highways
department allocated 26,033
crore to build 3,078.2 km of
roads, averaging ¥1.9 crore per
km. This means about 61.51akh

tonnes of stone will be used.
The worst part? These roads
last only for five years.

Viable alternative

Concrete roads present a viable
alternative with multiple ad-
vantages. While the initial cost
is higher, they save resources
over time. For instance, an as-
phalt road (7 metres wide, 1 km
long) costs T95 lakh and lasts 5
years. A concrete road of the
same dimension costs T2.15
crore but lasts up to 60 years
with little maintenance. Con-
crete alsoreflects heat, helping
reduce the urban heat island ef-
fect, making cities cooler. It’s
also more recyclable than as-
phalt, reducing waste.

MIT’s Concrete Sustainabil-
ity Hub reports concrete roads
save up to 3% fuel due to lower
rolling resistance. They last 30

- 50 years, need less mainte-

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 April 2025, p.4

Roads vital

Roads are vital for progress.
India has the world's
second-largest road network
with a staggering 66.71 lakh
km length. Tamil Nadu alone
has 2.7 lakh km. To build just
1km of asphalt road witha
width of 10 metres, 2,000
tonnes of natural resources
are needed

nance, perform better inall cli-
mates, and reduce pollution
and operational costs. In India,
3% fuel a day is equivalent
20,000+ metric tonnes of fuel.
This fuel saving also means less
pollution and less operating
costs.

Toll fees forroad maintenance

In 2023-24, NHAI collected
¥55,882.12 crore across India,

with ¥4,221 crore from Tamil
Nadu alone. If concrete roads
are adopted more widely, main
tenance costs would drop, re-
ducing the need for such high
toll collections and saving tax-
payer money.

Addressing challenges

Concrete roads do face chal-
lenges: Higher upfront cost,
longer curing time, surface
noise, and slower construc-
tion. But there are solu-
tions. Rapid hardening ce-
ment can reduce curing
time from 28 days
to 7. Precast slabs made
offsite can speed up
construction.

For road safety
issues, grooved
or brushed
surfaces im-
prove trac-
tion, reduc-

ing the risk of skidding,
especially in wet conditions. To
tackle noise conecerns, diamond
grinding creates a smoother,
quieter surface while maintain-
ing skid resistance.

Futureof road construction

Emerging technologies like 3D
printing of roads and new con-
crete compositions could sig-
nificantly reduce costs
and environmental
impacts.
Self-healing con-
crete can fix its
own cracks. Smart
concrete with built-
in sensors can warn
about wear and tear:
New research
is also working
on textured
concrete
that’'s as
smooth and

comfortable as asphalt,
combining the best of both
worlds.

Supporting global goals

Choosing concrete roads sup-
ports SDG 9 (Industry and In-
frastructure), SDG 11 (Sustain-
able Cities), and SDG 13
(Climate Action). India must
invest in innovative technolo-
gies and adopt a long-term vi-
sion for road construction, aim-
ing for 100-year durability and
minimal environmental
impact.

Prioritise life over lifestyle,
value the Earth above infra-
structure, and strive for bal-
ance to ensure sustainability.

(The author is DMK MLA from
nabhapuram constitu-

ency and former state minister
Jfor IT & DS and Milk and
Dairy Development)

TN ships salt from Gujarat as local production dips

$ GODSON WISELY DASS @ Thoothukudi

TRADERS in Thoothukudi,
which is Tamil Nadu's crown
jewel in the salt industry with
an average vearly production
of 251akh tonnes, have sourced
40,000 tonnes of edible saltfrom
Gujarat for the first time in the
industry’'s history due to sig-
nificant drop in production this
vear. Since there is a 60% fall in

salt brought from Gujarat may
go up further.

According to sources, salt
production has dipped due to
unseasonal rains and multiple
weather systems off
Thoothukudi coast which led to
a drop in adequate sunny days.
The consignments from Gu-
jarat have reached VO
Chidambaranar Port last week,
traders said. Thoothukudi has

production, the guantum of

‘Only 40% of
production
was achieved
last year’

CONTISUED FAOM PRGE 1

THE Impct of die [eoem
bair 2323 Boal, il -
aby heavy min i 2838 had
;u.dm.pﬂl-\.;m:n: [£1)]
Erbifing W d plietion
(IR TS T T

ke 48%% of iheavernge
prodiictiog wasackisved In
Aerd duie 1o Ehe ibot bm-
sons, and mest of the ok
Bas been uws] up” o irnder
saidl Though colleet xs of
sl firom the pans na rmally
hegins by February produ

thay ol st
el Apeil dalis
year due fo coniinooes
shurpurs “Tha & ||| in pi-

diselm
e In prioe T\‘"'JI'!" & few
piucers sl ave ik, 2
LLIREES Aoy
Is te high™ Juhn
rabahar. & =l Exporer
:-\.lll ali fomn Guaral qan
be sourcal Tor T4 10
L5 e e, e savid

Source: The New Indian Express, 19 April 2025, p.1 and 5

Fratakar said rain pa
tern has chaaged in
Thoseiiakandi |‘I”“rlll'l"-l'.l'
change and the prime =k
prodicilon sxcain o in
disirray. Eapart of sll 1o

- ocountrigs Trom
Thur thiakiadl, 1o, B bean
bl e e i L o el
Ful gy o o et Htive, be

sl
Thoel 1 Thempadn
S FTL U O LIeS A8 S i

tian seremry Thenm) sald
that the §al0 Bam Gujaras
i ity Fised (D puor beddom:
including cransport ooet
e Ju.m.ll port. “Fudfad
fre-New sall sl eeyatal
sali far doarestio and indus
frinl 1Be are being sapplisd
P Catjeeral. Thae price Le
alsp vinhis for irafders (o
repark and sell them mwa oth
|7 5, hit saidl Sl in
bl gieanERles asd In25kg
and Sk tog= ape bengun
bl g the VO poat. he
afded Prsvlodsdy v
type= of infu=trial s
apre s roed Trom G i,
bist this is the sl Ls al-
Bli ik s baing bl
Thesral polneed o

The disricl's aall inds-
By coadld b norvieed anly
the profuction ms (= be
rwern & L0 and 82508 par
i, sirnd Uhis b e in 1l
hands of ofimatic fumors,
A her s T =i

traditionally been a major sup-

N
-
Salt brought from Gu;a:at hemg umoaded
at Thoothukudi VOC Port | exeress

TEN Vol. 11 Issue 4 | April 2025 | Page 26

plier of the condiment to other
parts of Tamil Nadu and south-
ern states like Karnataka, Ker-

ala, Andhra Pradesh, and Rainpattem
Telangana. has changed
A salt manufacturer said that dveto
intermittent rains between climatic
February and June in 2024 have m
hit production. “If there is 5
rainfall after the brine is left to indisamay
evaporate in saltpans, rainwa-
ter will dilute the brine and salt  Prabahar,
vield will fall.” he said. P5  SaltExporter



Employment

Migrant workers subjected to long working hours, says State Planning Commission study

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

A study conducted by the
State Planning Commis-
sion (SPC) has found that
migrant workers are sub-
jected to long working
hours, with 53% of them
working for more than
eight hours a day.

A majority of the mi-
grant labourers in the con-
struction sector work for
nearly 10 hours a day.
When it comes to manufac-
turing, half of them work
for more than eight hours a
day. In the services sector,
they work for up to 12
hours a day.

The study was underta-
ken to find out who are the
migrant workers moving to
Chennai region; what kind
of employment they find;
their level of earnings; and
their living conditions
while working here. The

Around 84% of the
workers surveyed
are employed

without any written
contract

report also found that bet-
ter income, lack of oppor-
tunities in their home
towns, and better quality
of life are some of the rea-
sons why migrants come to
Tamil Nadu. It also provid-
ed suggestions on how the
State government could
support them.

One of the biggest con-
cerns is that around 84% of
the workers surveyed are
employed without any
written contract. Many do
not receive any allowance/
non-wage payment for
food, travel or medical
purposes from their em-
ployers. They also do not
receive any social security

benefits such as the Provi-
dent Fund, health insu-
rance, and paid medical
leave. Those in the con-
struction sector have re-
ported worksite hazards.
Over half of the migrant
workers live in deplorable
conditions at their work-
place. Eight out of 10 mi-
grant workers live in
kutcha or semi-pucca hous-
es with minimal amenities.
Despite the poor quality of
housing, a migrant worker
typically spends about 15%
of his/her monthly income
on rent. Access to toilets is
another significant issue,
with many workers having
to rely on shared toilets.
According to the analy-
sis done by the SPC, on an
average, the monthly earn-
ings of a migrant worker in
Chennai region in 2024
was 15,902 — marginally
higher than the income re-
quired for a family of four

Source: The Hindu, 7 April 2025, p.10

Govt. will continue

3% sports quota this

to remain above the pover-
ty line, estimated to be
¥14,556 per month. Based
on the Household Con-
sumption Expenditure Sur-
vey 2022-23 by the Govern-
ment of India, researchers
have estimated the poverty
line in 2022-23 to be ¥3,639
for urban India, using the
method proposed by the
Rangarajan  Committee.
Assuming the poverty line
remained unchanged bet-
ween 2022-2023 and 2024,
the income required by a
four-member family in
Chennai in 2024 would be
¥14,556. The highest aver-
age income is earned by
migrant workers in the
construction sector
(18,696 per month), fol-
lowed by those in the ser-
vices sector (317,025 per
month) and the manufac-
turing sector (314,534 per
month).

Migrant workers say

year too: Deputy CM

they have gained a lot after
moving to Chennai region.
They say they are able to
spend more on food, edu-
cation and health for their
families; purchase assets
such as land or a house in
their native place; repair
assets; pay back their
debts; and spend on social
events such as weddings.

Nearly all migrant work-
ers send money back to
their families in their home
towns, but there is a signif-
icant variation in the
amount remitted by them.
“Nearly two thirds of all
migrant workers remit be-
low 35,000/month to their
homes while nearly one
fourth remit less than
%1,000 a month. About
one-fifth of migrant work-
ers remit more than
%10,000 a month, that is,
more than 60% of their av-
erage monthly income,”
the study said.

The State Planning Commission has conducted a study to map the

socio-economic profile of migrant workers, and understand their state

of living, working conditions, the process of migration and its impact
1 on employment. Here are some of the key findings of the study

Tough
grindg i

This studyis a
follow-up toa
similar analysis that
was carried out in

The current study, carried out from November-
December 2024, covered: ® Chennai ® Tiruvallur
= Kancheepuram & Chengalpattu

The 2024 study
reveals that
the average
age of migrant

2013 o | [ mchenm | osersinthe

i 811 . —— 567 Tiruvallur :‘;;'::T;'S;’;"n%
majority o i ) —

the mligraynt w:;ﬂa;: ‘ L 8 Kancheepuram | in services and

workers are }  were studied - 24 Chengalpattu construction

from Bihar, sectors,

followed by 3 15 migrant workers were covered in the 2013 slightly lower

Odisha, Assam study. It was done only in the Chennai Corpn. | than 31

and Uttar

Pradesh. Amajority of the migrants get to know aboutjob | The SPCstudy shows thata

They work in opportunities in the Chennairegion through their | majority of the migrant workers

sectors such as
manufacturing,
services and
construction

belong to the most backward
sections of society

friends and relatives
Afew of them get
the information

through agents Chennai OBC
38%
and contractors

100 sportspersons to
get govt jobs: Dy CM

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will provide employ-
ment to 100 sportspersons
in government services
and Public Sector Under-
takings (PSUs) under the
3% reservation scheme,
Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin said in the
Assembly on Tuesday.

Out of these, a mini-
mum of 25 jobs will be ear-
marked for persons with
disabilities, he said during
the Question Hour at the
House.

He was replying to a qu-
ery by Viduthalai Chiruth-
aigal Katchi’s (VCK) M. Sin-
thanai Selvan.

Mr. Udhayanidhi said
following his announce-
ment of a 3% reservation
for sportspersons, a total
of 104 individuals had been
employed in government
services and PSUs last year.

This year too, the State

government will provide
3% reservation to sport-
spersons, he said.

Police recruitment

To a query by Mr. Selvan,
whether employment will
be provided in the police
force too, the Minister said
of the 104 jobs provided
last year, 11 were in the pol-
ice force.

The Sports Develop-
ment Authority of Tamil
Nadu has called for appli-
cations from sportsper-
sons for the recruitment of
32 sub-inspectors of police,
he said, adding that a call
for applications to fill up
police constable posts
would be issued soon.

To another query, Mr.
Udhayanidhi listed the
steps undertaken by the
Tamil Nadu government
for the welfare of persons
with disabilities, and said
of the 104 jobs provided
last year, five were given to
disabled persons.

Source: The Hindu, 23 April 2025, p.8

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Deputy chief mi-
nister Udhayanidhi Stalin
on Tuesday announced that
govt would
offer jobs to
100sportsper-
sons, inclu-
ding 25 para-
athletes, in
state govt
and state public sector un-
dertakings in various posts
under the 3% quota.

Responding to a query
from VCK MLA V Sinthanai
Selvan, the minister said
govt last year offered jobs to
104 sportspersons, including
five para-athletes, against
the target of 100.

State govt has provided
an opportunity for sports-
persons to work in the police
department under the 3%
quota. A govt order issued
thisyearenabled11outof 104
sportspersons to get appo-
intment orders for police
constables.

“Now, the Tamil Nadu
Sports Development Autho-
rity has invited applications
for the posts of 32 sub-in-
spectors. Soon, applications
will also be invited for the
post of Grade II police cons-
tables,” the minister said.

3% QUOTA IN POLICE

Asserting that govt wo-
uld continue to support the
achievements of disabled
people insports, Udhayanid-
hi pointed to the financial
assistance extended thro-
ugh the Tamil Nadu Cham-
pions Foundation for trai-
ning fees and travel expen-
ses before participating in
competitions.

“So far, we spent 4.5 cro-
re from the Foundation for
the travel and training ex-
penses alone for 198 para pla-
yers. After many of them
went abroad and won, our
govt provided 227 crore high
cash incentive to 196 para
players,” the minister said.

Source: The Times of India, 23 April 2025, p.5
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Education

TN govt to establish
university in honour
of Karunanidhi

CM: Will establish university
in Karunanidhi’s native place

he chief minister

| pointed to the growth
and prosperity of Ta-

mil Nadu’s educational in-

PFromP1
Times News NETwork

UNIVERSITIES
Chennai: Chief minister MK
Stalin on Thursday an- NAMED AFTER
nounced theestablishmentof CHIEF MINISTERS
a new university in Kumba- — 5 2
konam in honour of his fa- | *Anna University stitutions,

ther and former chief minis-
ter M Karunanidhi.
The announcement fol-

lowed requests from political %
parties who praised Karuna- | » Tamil Nadu Dr ) Jayalalithaa
qidhi’s extensive contribu- | Fisheries University

tions to the state’s develop- » The Tamil Nadu Dr J

ment, particularly in educa-
tion.

The announcement came MUS'C and
after a special calling atten- F'".e Art.s
tion motion moved by parties University
such as Congress, PMK, VCK,

MDMK and Left parties.

Stalin said Karunanidhi
playedasignificantroleinthe
state’s educational develop-
ment. He hailed his father as
the “university of all univer-
sities,” echoing sentiments
of other leaders, who under-

» At native place,P 7

» Madurai Kamaraj University
» The Tamil Nadu DrMGR

Jayalalithaa

-

f

scored Karunanidhi’s influ-
ence on public service, litera-
ture, media and politics.

emphasizing
their recognition both na-
tionally and international-
ly. Karunanidhi was one of
the mostsignificantleaders,
instrumental in establish-
ing those institutions that
have risen to prominence in
the country, Stalin said. He
announced that his govt
would soon establish a uni-
versity in the erstwhile uni-
fied Thanjavur district, Ka-
runanidhi’s native place.
ATADMEK general secretary
Edappadi KPalaniswamire-
mained in the house for a
significant portion of the
debate before leaving.

Taking to X, Stalin said
Tamils excel in higher edu-
cation and hold prominent
positions globally after pur-
suing education diligently.
He listed several initiatives
of Karunanidhi, including
making Tamil compulsory
in schools and prioritizing
jobs for students who stud-
ied in Tamil. Tuition fee con-
cessions for first-generation
graduate students, the in-
troduction of engineering
courses in Tamil, and free
bus passes, and abolishing
entrance exams for engi-
neering programmes are
among others.

Stalin noted Karunanid-
hi’'s achievement of setting
up 10 universities. “With
this longlist, Kalaignar who
created modern Tamil Nadu
will live forever in the glory

of Tamils,” Stalin said.

Earlier, PMK floor leader
G K Mani suggested that the
CM proceed with the an-
nouncement and not hesi-
tate, as the state had previ-
ously established universi-
ties in the name of several
towering personalities.

TNCC chief K Selvape-
runthagai highlighted Ka-
runanidhi’s advocacy for
state autonomy five decades
ago and his securing of the
rights of chief ministers to
hoist the national flag dur-
ing Independence Day. CPI
MLA T Ramachandran
hailed Karunanidhi as an
architect of modern Tamil
Nadu, while MDMK MLA T
Sadhan Thirumalaikumar
viewed the university as
long-overdue to honour the
leader.

Source: The Times of India, 25 April 2025, p.1 and 7

School curriculum, textbooks to be revamped over next 3 yrs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

SCHOOL Education Minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyvamozhi on
Friday told the Assembly that
curriculum and textbooks in
schools will be revamped to
equip students with essential
skills and prepare them for the
future. In the first phase, 7
crore has been allocated for the
initiative, he said while speak-
ing on the demands for grants
for the department.

Aceording to officials, the
State Council for Educational
Research and Training (SCERT)
will form a committee to review
the syllabus, with the revamp
expected to be completed over
the next three years. The last
major revision took place be-
tween 2018 and 2020 to help stu-
dents prepare for competitive
exams such as NEET. At the
time, new textbooks were intro-
duced for classes 1, 6,9, and 11

Source: The New Indian Exp

in 2018-19 and for the remaining
classes in 2019-20. The syllabus
was updated for classes 1 to 10
after seven vears and for higher
secondary after 12 years. The
syllabus which was introduced
also adopted the learning out-
come approach’ in order to pre-
vent rote learning.

“A comprehensive revamp
every five years is essential to
incorporate changes across var-
ious fields in textbooks. While
the syllabus is updated annual-
ly, a full review will ensure
alignment with higher educa-
tion requirements and address
any gaps or impediments in the
current syllabus,” a senior of-
ficial said. The school educa-
tion department will introduce
artificial intelligence, coding,
fundamentals of computer sci-
ence and online tools as part of
the syllabus for classes 6 to 9
from the next academic vear

Poyyamozhi also announced

ress, 26 April 2025, p.4

?30 MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS ? 4 ?25
for reconstruction forplay for furniture for
of 30 library equipment, smart classrooms
buildings, toilets training for 46K in 6,478 govt
in125 libraries disabled students  primary schools

Pa

for skill training
of 12,000
vocational
stream students

ar

poems of
Bharathi,

anew initiative named THIRAN
(Targeted Help for Improving
Remediation and Academic
Nurturing) at acost of 19 crore
toenhance proficiency in Tamil,
English and maths among 13
lakh students enrolled in class-
es6tod.

The government is vet to take
a decision on distribution of

for translating

Bharathidasan

728

for professional primary, 14

AL middle,and20  for new seminar
for 1.25 lakh high schools to ~ NallatAnna
teachers be upgraded Centenary Library

r me

laptops. However, smart class-
rooms and hi-tech labs have
been set up in all schools to
serve the same purpose. The de-
partment is reviewing whether
to appoint one physical educa-
tion teacher for every 250 or 500
students. In July last, the de-
partment issued an order fix-
ing one PET for every 700 stu-
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new primary
schools; 4

30

dents. Poyvamozhi also added
that the books to be procured
for libraries have been finalised
and the distribution will begin
5001

On mobile phone addiction
among students, he said steps
such as restricting social media
for those under 14 vears is ana-
tional-level policy decision.



CM will be chancellor of proposed
Kalaignar University, bill tabled

Four districts that were under Bharathidasan University to be covered by new university

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

GIVING effect tothe announce-
ment made by Chief Minister
M K Stalin a few days ago,
Higher Education Minister
Govi Chezhivan on Monday in-
troduced a bill to establish the
Kalaignar University in Kum-
bakonam by bifurcating the
Bharathidasan University in
Tiruchy, which covers eight
districts. Significantly, chief
minister will be the chancellor
of the new university.

So far, the Tamil Nadu Dr J
Jayalalithaa Music and Fine
Arts University is the sole ex-
ception where the CM holds
the position of chancellor.

“The chief minister of the
state of Tamil Nadu shall be
the chancellor of the Kalaig-
nar University. He shall, by vir-
tue of his office, be the head of
the university and shall, when
present, preside at any convo-
cation of the university and
confer degrees, titles, diplomas
or other academic distinctions
upon persons entitled to re-
ceive them,” the bill tabled in
the Assembly said.

The higher education minis-
ter shall be the pro-chancellor

during the chancellor’s inabil-
ity to act, the pro-chancellor
shall exercise all the powers
and perform all duties of the
chancellor. The Bharathidasan
University covers a large area
comprising eight districts —
Arivalur, Karur, Nagapatti-
nam, Perambalur, Pudukkot-
tai, Thanjavur, Tiruchy and
Tiruvarur.

“To fulfil the ever-
growing demands of
higher education from
diverse sections of the
society and also to ful-
fil the aspirations of
the vouth, especially
in the delta region,
from disadvantaged
background to en- a4
ter higher ed- 1
ucation in-

stitutions and also to increase
the gross enrolment ratio in
the said region, the establish-
ment of Kalaignar University
is essentially required,” the
bill explained. The proposed
Kalaignar University would
provide world-class facilities
and disseminate knowledge
for the upliftment of the mar
ginalised living in the
districts of Arivalur,
Nagapattinam,
Thanjavur and Thiru-
varur, the bill stated,
pointing out that af-
ter the establishiment
of the Kalaignar Uni-
versity in Kumbakon-
am, the Bharathidas-
an University will
cover the area
comprising

districts of Tiruchy, Karur,
Perambalur and Pudukkottai.
The headquarters of the Ka-
laignar University will be lo-
cated within the limits of
Kumbakonam city municipal
corporation or in any place
within a radius of 25 km
around those limits, the bill
stated. V Pari, regional secre-
tary of the TNGCTA and sen-
ate member of Bharathidasan
University said the university
currently oversees tworegion-
al joint directorates of colle-
giate education- one in Tiruchy
and another in Thanjavur
“With the bifurcation, the
Thanjavur directorate will
now come under Kalaignar
University, which will simplify
and streamline the adminis-
trative processes,” he added.

Make CM chancellor of all state varsities: Teachers’ association

Chennai: The Association of University Teachers (AUT) on Monday urged the state government to bring
further amendments to the State Universities Act to make chief minister the chancellor of state
universities. Ina memorandum to the higher education minister, the association said the recent
amendments to the Acts governing 10 state universities, facilitating the appointment of vice-
chancellors by the state government, were appreciable. However, further changes were necessary to
rermove the governor's role as chancellor in 19 of the 21 universities. The AUT said the move will ensure
autonomy of universities and strengthen the federal structure of governance. “If the governor
continues to have powers to interfere in the affairs of state universities, it will affect their functioning.
The state government should bring further amendments to take complete control of the universities,”

of this university and in the
absence of the chancellor or

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 April 2025, p.4

said AUT president MS Bala Murugan.

Centre disbursed 310,443 crore to TN. under Samagra Shiksha in six years

Meghna M. ceived from the Union go-  The last instalment tructure maintenance and  the PM-SHRI was “not jus-
CHENNAI vernment under the SSA  of funds that T.N. got  transportation, —among tifiable.” It recommended At a vear Proposed  Actual  state's
was in the financial year  fom the Centre was others. that the Union Ministry of allocation disbursal share
With ~a Parliamentary ~2023-24 — 871 crore.  "v 00232024 The halt in funding was  Education immediately re- g{a nce 2018-19 | 1497.50 | 147444 | 9,48.34
Standing Committee re- Since then, the Union go- ———— also due to the Tamil Nadu  lease the pending funds 2019-20 | 180173 | 1,769.12 | 1,114.48
cently recommending that ~ vernment has withheld its government reportedly re-  under the SSA to the State. The fund 2020-21 | 1,649.96 | 1,621.54 | 1,099.97
the Union government im-  share of 32,152 crore as Ta- fusing to implement the P.B. Prince Gajendra Ba- allocation and 202122 | 1,649.96 | 1,598.82 | 1,099.97
mediately release funds mil Nadurefused toaccept the State received 1,871 three-language formula bu, general secretary of disbursal by 202223 | 2117.58 | 210723 | 131611
under the Samagra provisions of the National ~ crore under the scheme —  stipulated under the NEP, the State Platform for  theUnion B | ARED || nmaes || LsEe
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) to  Education Policy, 2020. a 26% increase in five and sign a Memorandum Common School System- government, and e — .
4 ¥ & 4 the State'sshare 202425 | 2,15L59 -~ 14383

Tamil Nadu, it has come to
light that between 2018-19
and 2023-24, the Centre
has released over %10,443
crore to the State under
the scheme.

According to the res-
ponse to a query under the
Right to Information (RTI)
Act, the last instalment of
funds that Tamil Nadu re-

The project approval
board has allocated 3,586
crore under the SSA for
2024-2025 to Tamil Nadu.

In 2018, the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan was re-
named and merged into
the SSA. For 2018-19, the
Union government dis-
bursed 1,474 crore to Ta-
mil Nadu and in 2023-24,

Source: The Hindu, 13 April 2025, p.6

years. [n March this year,
the State decided to bear
the Centre’s share of 2,152
crore, which the Union go-
vernment had withheld.
The funds are used for pay-
ing salaries, teacher train-
ing programmes, reim-
bursing private schools
under the Right to Educa-
tion Act, and school infras-

of Understanding (MoU)
pertaining to the establish-
ment of PM-SHRI (PM
Schools for Rising India).
Earlier this month, a
Parliamentary  Standing
Committee had observed
that withholding funds un-
der the SSA due to non-
agreement on MoUs for
separate schemes such as

Tamil Nadu, said, “The
State and the Union go-
vernment have the respon-
sibility to provide free edu-
cation to children. It is a
fundamental right. The go-
vernment is violating the
right by withholding the
funds... The delay affects
the educational develop-
ment of a child...”
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of funding under
the Samagra
Shiksha scheme

Note: Unused
funds for the year
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Youngsters Taking Up ‘The Study Of Scarcity’ Are Highly Sought After In Foreign Colleges

Students of economics
gain wider currency

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

s the world reels under

the impact of Trump's

tariffs, economics as a

course offers wings to

some young students
who are set to join prestigious eco-
nomic schools worldwide. Twelve out
of 55 students from the first batch of
BA Economics (Honours) at Madras
School of Economics (MSE) got PG
admissions in top schools such as the
London School of Economics, Barce-
lona School of Economics, Stockholm
School of Economics, Columbia Uni-
versity, and the University of War-
wick in the UK.

Students such Abhinayaa K Sub-
ramanian and Vrisha K Shah from
MSE received admission letters from
multiple schools for the 2025-26 aca-
demic year. “Exposure to master’s
level subjects such as advanced dif-
ferential equations and real analysis
gave us a competitive edge in PG ap-
plications. The strong foundation
helped me secure admissions to the
London School of Economics, Na-
tional University of Singapore, and
Sciences Po (Paris),” Abhinayaa told
TOI. She wants to work for global
agencies such as the United Nations
(UN), Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD),
and J-PAL and return to India.

Vrisha, who also received admis-
sion letters from the London School
of Economics, University of War-
wick, and Columbia University, said
working on multiple research ques-
tions and familiarity with master-
level subjects helped in securing ad-
missions. “Aptitude in complex math
is necessary to pursue economics.
Familiarity with coding skills is also
necessary to work with data,” she
said. She plans to work for the World
Bank or IMF and said she wants to
contribute to India’s development.
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Top univs

abroad
expect students
applying for PG
in economics
to have a deep
understanding of
math, as it plays
an important role
in economics. Hav-
ing PG-level math
in my UG greatly
contributed to my
selection
—S MEGANA PRABHA,
A BA STUDENT
FROM MSE, WHO GOT
ADMISSION TO THE
LONDON SCHOOL OF
ECONOMICS
AND STOCKHOLM SCHOOL
OF ECONOMICS IN
SWEDEN FOR PG COURSES

How is the BA Economics (hon-
ours) offered at MSE different from
what's offered at other colleges and
universities? “Our course gives more
emphasis to quantitative techniques.
Students will get exposed to math,
statistics, and econometrics,” said
Gopal Krishna Roy, an MSE faculty
member. Students are also taught cod-
ing skills and programming languag-
es such as ‘Python’ and ‘R’, as it is
needed to analyse big data. The cur-
riculum is also updated in real-time.

“The level of economics taught is
at a higher level. Some of our BA stu-
dents acquire skills almost like what
postgraduate students acquire else-
where,” said C Rangarajan, RBI for-
mer governor and chairman of MSE.
Other institutions such as Shiv Nadar
University Chennai and Vellore Insti-
tute of Technology Chennai have also
launched BSc in economics (data sci-
ence) programimes.

OUR CURRICULUM IS CONSISTENT WITH
ADVANCED CENTRES IN ECONOMICS. SO, THE
STUDENTS UPWARD MOBILITY TO LEADING UNIVS HAS

BECOME EASIER- N R BHANUMURTHY, DIRECTOR, MADRAS SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

Source: The Times of India, 22 April 2025, p.2

“We are trying to integrate the
economic theoretical framework into
real-life problems and development
issues. That’s the uniqueness of the
programme. Earlier, students at the
undergraduate level didn’t have train-
ing in applying economic theory us-
ing data. A lot of data is available
online. Students do all practicals with
available data,” said senior professor
Pushpa Trivedi, head, department of
economics, Shiv Nadar University
Chennai.

Students who are graduating in
BSc economics (data science) from
Shiv Nadar University also get admis-
sion to University of Southampton,
University of Warwick, and Univer-
sity of Birmingham.

Top technical institutes such as
IIT Madras are also launching eco-
nomics degrees. “The landscape of
economics is changing. The current
trend is for economists to use big data
models. With econometrics, the use
of software and coding languages,
there are a lot of opportunities for
students studying economics,” said
professor Subhash S from IIT Madras.
The first batch of MA Economics will
pass out from IIT Madras this year.
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THE DYNAMICS OF
DEMAND & SUPPLY

Schools where MSE students
got in for higher studies

> London School of Economics

> Barcelona School of Economics

» Stockholm School of Economics

> Columbia University

> University of Warwick

> Boston University

» Northeastern University

Who hires economists?

Corporate and private sector |
Banking, investment banking,
insurance, private equity, analytics,
management consulting, financial
consulting, think tanks and research
institutes, real estate, finance sector,
stock market, and real estate. Even
PhD holders got jobs in Meta, Amazon,
Apple, Netflix, Google, and Investment
banking firms as analysts.

Govt sector | Public policy, Govt
bodies, all ministries absorb

economic graduates in consulting
positions and analytical positions, RBI,
SEBI, NISM, NABARD. Students are also
taking up Indian Economic Service,
which is on a par with Indian
Engineering Service.

Why does economics remain

a powerful subject?

It helps you make sense of the world in
all aspects of life - what you buy, what
you produce, how you allocate, and
how you redistribute resources.

Will Trump’s tariffs and

other issues in world trade

affect future placements?

C Rangarajan, RBI former governor and
MSE chairman, says if the economy
doesn't pick up, all students from all
institutions will be affected. “Skilled
economists will still find a place. If the
global trade takes a beating, more and
more countries will start thinking in
terms of developing domestic demand
and generally operating the economy
to meet the demands of the country
rather than relying on external trade,”
he added.




Arts and science
colleges run by T.N.
temples conduct
campus placements

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Placements through cam-
pus interviews happen not
just in leading colleges but
also in those run by va-
rious temples under the
purview of the Hindu Reli-
gious and Charitable En-
dowments (HR&CE)
Department.

Nine arts and science
colleges and one polytech-
nic are run with funds
from various temples.

This year alone, 206
students of the Arulmigu
Kapaleeswarar Arts and
Science College in Kolath-
ur were chosen through
campus interviews by
companies such as TCS,
MMC, AXIS BANK, Q con-
nect, Quess Corp, Wheels
India, HDB, Jana Bank, Ne-
tAmbit, and V4 Solutions.

“Like in B.E. and
B.Tech, corporates are in-
terested in students from
BCom, BBA, BSc and BCA
streams. A larger number
of these students are girls,
which is a very encourag-
ing sign. The Chief Minis-
ter has stressed enough
the need to ensure that
these students get placed
after they finish the
course,” said P.K. Sekarba-
bu, Minister, HR&CE, and
CMDA Chairman, who
handed over the offer let-
ters to 206 students, of
which 116 were girls.

S. Nandhini, one of the
students who got into TCS,
said that she chose the col-
lege since it had nominal
fees and was close to her
house. “The lecturers
teach well. They ensure
that our doubts are
cleared. [ am yet to get the
salary package details. I
was surprised to get the

e

Akin to B.E. and B.Tech,
corporates are
interested in students
from B. Com, BBA, B. Sc
and BCA streams.

A larger number of
these students are girls,
which is an encouraging
sign...

P.K. SEKARBABU
HR&CE Minister

job in TCS. I have got offers
from other companies
too.” Many of these young-
sters hailed from economi-
cally weak backgrounds
and it was necessary that
they be gainfully em-
ployed, officials said. Since
funds from temples were
being spent on their edu-
cation, it was all the more
imperative that care be ta-
ken on the results, they ad-
ded.

Campus interviews are
still under way at colleges
in Palani, Poompubhar,
Kanniyakumari and Kutra-
lam. Students, who finish
their courses without ar-
rears, will get placed, an
official said.

“A section of final-year
students opt for higher stu-
dies and don’t go for cam-
pus interviews. We en-
courage students, who
have arrears due to va-
rious reasons, to complete
them soon. Last year,
around 2,000 students got
offer letters,” the official
added.

The department manag-
es 25 schools with over
10,000 students, apart
from the nine colleges and
one polytechnic that have
12,137 students.

Source: The Hindu, 25 April 2025, p.2

‘Over 90% of final-year
students have got jobs
across top global and
national companies’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In this year’s placement
drive at the Sathyabama In-
stitute of Science and Tech-
nology on the Chennai and
Sriperumbudur campuses,
over 90% of the final-year
students secured jobs
across top global and na-
tional companies, the insti-
tution said in a press re-
lease.

According to the press
release, the placement
drive saw the participation
of over 300 global and na-
tional recruiters, providing
3,120 job offers across di-
verse sectors.

This year, the average
annual Cost to Company
(CTC) offered stood at 5.45
lakh per annum (LPA),
while the highest CTC
touched 41.20 LPA.

High-paying offers

The surge in high-paying
offers from companies,
such as Amazon, Accen-
ture, Cognizant, DBS Tech,
JP Morgan, Tata Consultan-
cy Services, and Zoho, re-
flects the institute’s com-

Source: The Hindu, 6 April 2025, p.6
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The placement drive
saw the participation
of over 300 global
and national
recruiters, providing
3.120 job offers
across diverse
sectors

mitment to academic
rigour and industry-rele-
vant skill development, the
release added.

Emerging tech sectors
The institute’s association
with industry giants such
as Cognizant, Capgemini,
and PwC, through its
Centres of Excellence, has
further enhanced job op-
portunities, especially in
the emerging tech sectors.

Further, 216 students se-
cured admission to presti-
gious national and interna-
tional universities to
pursue master’s studies.
This was backed by scho-
larships from top institu-
tions in the U.K. Australia,
Canada, Germany, among
other countries, the re-
lease said.



In 3 yrs, TN sees 30% rise in govt students joining higher edu

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@Chennm

IN just three years, the number
of governmentschool students
pursuing higher education in
Tamil Nadu has increased by
nearly 30%, according to data
from the school education de-
partment, with at least 74% of
students who took the Class 12
boards enrolling in colleges in
the 2023-24 academic year. In
2021-22, this figure was just

45%. It rose to 69% in 2022-23
after the state government in-
troduced the Pudhumai Penn
scheme. The initiative provides
female government school stu-
dents enrolled in higher educa-
tion institutions with a month-
ly incentive of ¥1,000. The state
rolled out a similar scheme,
Tamil Pudhalvan, for male stu-
dents in 2024.

“The increase in numbers is
aresult of schemes like Pudhu-
mai Penn, and Naan Mudhal-

van, which are aimed at push-
ing students towards higher
education. The Naan Mudhal-
van scheme (launched in 2022)

also creates awareness among
students regarding higher edu-
cation and motivates them,”
said a senior official from the
department.

In 2022-23, 2,72,744 of 3.97.809
students who wrote the Class 12
exams from government
schools secured college admis-
sion. In 2023-24, 2 47,744 stu-
dents out of 3,34,723 students
joined colleges. This includes
students who enrolled in ITIs
and polytechnic institutions.

The department is vet to re-
lease a breakdown of how
many students joined each
stream. The data were collated
through University Manage-
ment Information System, a
digital platform launched by
TN to collect details of students
in higher education. “Com-
pared to last year, data collec-
tion on UMIS has significantly
improved. It's more accurate,
comprehensive and timely
now,” the official added. P5

TN aims to get all govt school students enrolled in higher edu

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WHILE TN already boasts a high Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER) of 47%, the
highest among larger Indian states ac
cording to the All India Survey onHigh-
er Education data for 202122, officials
expect this figure torise significantly in
coming years. Although GER is calcu-
lated as the percentage of students en-
rolled at a particular level of education
relative to the eligible age group popula-
tion, the sharp rise in college enrolment
among government school students,

from around 45% to 74 %, is set to give a
major boost to the state’s overall num-
bers. “Our goal is to ensure that every
student graduating from a government
school enters higher education and we
are confident of achieving this within
the next two to three vears,” said a sen-
ior official.

In total, 7.6 lakh students from across
TN appeared for the Class 12 exams in
2023-24 and nearly 45% of them were
from government schools. The pass per-
centage of government school students
was 91.02%. Thedepartment also organ-

ised special classes for students who had
failed and took stepsto ensure that they
wrote supplementary examinations

As part of the Naan Mudhalvan
scheme, career guidance cells havebeen
functioning in government schools
since May 2023, Each cell comprises the
headmaster; designated career guidance
teachers, alumni and members of the
school management committee.

To enhance the effectiveness of these
cells, the School education department
will conduct a training programme for
all members starting from the second

week of April.

Following the training, schools are
expected to hold career guidance cell
meetings by April to review and discuss
initiatives aimed at ensuring all stu-
dents transition to higher education.
Additionally headmasters have been in-
structed to present these efforts at the
Gram Sabha meetings scheduled for
May 1. The department has also planned
a series of programmes and interven-
tions till May to provide students with
the necessary support and direction to
pursue higher education.

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 April 2025, p.1 and 5

57 clear UPSC exam
from TN, 50 backed
by ‘Naan Mudhalvan’

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennai

CANDIDATES from Tamil Nadu appearing for the
Civil Service Examination have done notably better
this year as demonstrated by the 2024 results released
by the Union Public Service Commission on Tuesday;
with at least 57 from the state clearing the exam, com-
pared to the 45 last year.

Significantly 50 out of the 57 availed
of the state government’s scholarship
under the Naan Mudhalvan scheme.
Of the 50, 18—including the state top-
per—prepared through the govern-
ment’s free residential coaching facil-
ity under the scheme.

The All India Rank one (AIR 1) was
secured by Shakti Dubey from Uttar
Pradesh, one among the three women in the top five.
Haryana’s Harshita Goyal and Maharashtra’s Dongre
Archit Parag placed second and third respectively.

This time, five candidates from TN placed in the top
50, with B Sivachandran securing 23rd AIR. Gee Gee
A S secured 25th rank in the country and came second
in Tamil Nadu, while Subash Karthik, R Monika and
Pavitra P from the state secured 29th, 39th and 42nd
AIR respectively =]

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 April 2025, p.3 and 9

“TN should aspire to repeat its 2014
performance in future UPSC exams’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LAST year, the state topper had
secured 41st AIR and only five
from TN placed in the top 100.
Although accurate state-wise
numbers are still awaited, data
compiled by retired IAS offic-
ers and coaching centres show
that, of the 1,009 successful can-
didates, at least 57 are from
Tamil Nadu. They said the
numbers could rise further as
some TN candidates haveopted
to appear for the exam from
centres outside the state too.

Many who deared the exami-
nation and those from coaching
centres attributed the assist-
ance provided by the govern-
ment's Naan Mudhalvan
scheme as a key contributor to
the improved results. “We have
the best results in terms of
quality and guantity this vear,
compared to the past three
years,” said § Chandru, aca-
demicheadof the Shankar IAS
Academy.

Under the scheme, eligible
candidates appearing for pre-

liminary Civil Services Exami-
nation can avail a scholarship
of 7,500 per month for a period
of 10 months, and those prepar-
ing for the main examination,
a scholarship of 325,000.

In this vear’s budget, the gov-
ernment announced an addi-
tional incentive of 350,000 to
those advancing to the inter-
view stage. Naan Mudhalvan
officials said the state’s =
initiative has started 7
vielding desired re- £
sults in just one vear’s
time. “It isa proud mo-
ment for us that out of
the 200 students who un-
derwent coaching at our
(residential) facility in Chen-
nai, 18 have qualified,” said In-
dian Railway Personnel Serv-
ice(IRPS)officer CSudhagaran,
who is presently the Mission
Director of Competitive Exams
under the scheme. He said the
200 candidates were selected
through an examination.
Thereafter, a team worked dedi-
catedly to help the students to
prepare strategically. “Besides
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retired bureaucrats, officers
currently in service also pro-
vided insights to the students,

which played a crucial role in
their success,” said
Sudhagaran.

R Monika, who attended the
state-provided coaching class-
es, seconded the opinion. “We
got guidance from the present
batch of IAS, IPS officials with

whom we could connect
and relate with. Their
guidance is the USP of
the coaching facility,”
she said. Chandru not-
ed that many students,
after one or two failed at-
tempts in the main exam,
were foreed to quit due to finan-
cial constraints. However, the
scholarship and residential fa-
cility provided under Naan
Mudhalvan has helped many
from downtrodden sections of
society to continue with their
preparation. Herecalled that in
2014, 119 of the 1,126 selected
candidates were from TN and
said the state should aspire to
repeat such a performance.



Thirukkural captures attention
of a new generation across TN

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Schools across
Tamil Nadu recently par-
ticipated in the ‘Thirukku-
ral with the Times’ cam-
paign, making special ar-
rangements to play a series
of 13 videos promoting the
ancient Tamil text. The
campaign featured promi-
nent figures including poli-
ticians,artists, writers,and
business leaders sharing
their favourite Thirukku-
ral couplets.

The videos featured
chief minister M K Stalin,
writer and translator Tho-
mas Hitoshi Pruiksma,
Bharatanatyam artist Pad-
ma Subrahmanyam, for-
mer ISRO director Mylswa-
my  Annadurai, Asian
Paints chairman R Sesha-
sayee, Tamil author Sivash-
ankari, [IT Madras director
V Kamakoti, member of
parliament Kanimozhi Ka-
runanidhi, K G Hospital
chairman Dr K G Baktha-
vathsalam, author Bha-
rathi Baskar, actor R Mad-
havan, Ramraj Cotton foun-
der K R Nagarajan, and Ta-
mil debater Pattimandram
Raja.

In response, students
across several schools ac-
tively engaged with the ini-

ALL EARS: Students listen to Bharathi Baskar talking about hr
favourite Thirukkural couplets

tiative, watching the videos
and selecting their own fa-
vourite Kurals. The effort
was aimed at encouraging
appreciation for Tamil lit-
erature and culture.

G Jebadoss Thinakaran,
headmaster of MCC Higher
Secondary School, said the
campaign served as motiva-
tion for students to learn
the Thirukkural. “Inrecent
times, there has been a de-
viation from Tamil, and
this event acted as a tool to
bring students back to our
roots. More than 200 stu-

Source: The Times of India, 12 April 2025, p.8

dents participated in this
event, and we look forward
to organising such events
often,” he said.

Shanthi Fernando, prin-
cipal of St Ursula’s Anglo-
Indian School in Church
Park said, “I'm happy our
children are learning Thi-
rukkural, as it is every-
thing we need in life. The
fact that many students
found the text interesting
and have picked it up out of
their own interest feels like
the campaign’s purpose is
served.”

TN. Textbook Corpn. to bring out books for toddlers in Tamil, English

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Textbook
and Educational Services
Corporation (TNTESC) has
bought translation rights
of more than 100 chil-
dren’s books. According to
officials, the government
was venturing into the tod-
dler books space in Tamil
for the first time.

“We will bring out
sound books, case books,
board books, pop-up
books, flip books and pos-

ter books in English and
Tamil. The agreement [to
this effect] was signed at
the recently concluded Bo-
logna Children’s Book Fair.
We wanted to bring out
more qualitative content.
Through this initiative,
children will be exposed to
both languages from a
young age,” said T. Sankara
Saravanan, Joint Director
(Translation), TNTESC.
The TNTESC has signed
the agreement with Sweet
Cherry, London, for more
than 2,000 copies of inno-

Source: The Hindu, 11 April 2025, p.8

vative toddler books. “The

Officials say that the government is venturing into the toddler
books space in Tamil for the first time. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
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cordance with internation-
co-publishing efforts will  al publishing agreements,”

take 18 to 24 months in ac-  the official added. Similar-

ly, the department is also
holding talks to bring Sin-
gapore’s Sherlock Sam se-
ries to Tamil Nadu.

Noting that there was a
dearth of regional lan-
guage books for young
adults, he said, “Detective
books and mystery stories
are widely read and
adored by most children.
The Singaporean series
would be adapted to suit
the Tamil culture so that
children here can relate
and enjoy.”

The officials also met

publishers from over 35
countries and exchanged
book rights. Moreover,
they have signed agree-
ments to bring about child
friendly books on paleon-
tology, cooking, theatre,
botany, among others.

An agreement was also
signed with the fair organ-
isers where Tamil Nadu
would receive a free stall
every year in Bologna in
exchange for a stall to the
Bologna fair at the Chen-
nai International Book Fair
(CIBF).



Cash-strapped UoM may cut guest
faculty number, maintenance costs

University planning to bring down its expenditure by ¥2 crore to¥3 crore a month; revenue
sharing between varsity and depts running self-financing courses may be reduced to 70:30

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chennai

TO tide over the financial eri-
sis, the University of Madras
(UoM) has proposed major de-
ductions in its expenses for the
academic year 2025-26. From re-
ducing the number of guest fac-
ulty to cutting down on the
building maintenance expenses
in its various campuses by 40%,
the varsity haschalked outa de-
tailed blueprint to save money
and has sent the proposal to the
syndicate members for their
remarks.

The university has also pro-
posed cut in the revenue sharing
between the university and the
respective departments running
self-financing courses from the
existing 50:50 model to 70:30
model, thereby reducing the rev-
enue of the departments.

Interestingly, the proposal has
come after the delay in tabling
the university’s budget for 2025
26.

“Every yvear on or before
March 31, the budget for the en-

tire vear is tabled at the senate
meeting. However, this year, the
senate passed budget for April
alone, amounting to 19 crore.
The state government’s finance
department wants further re-
duction in ourbudget estimate”,
said a faculty member.

The faculty members and stu-
dents have strongly criticised
the move as it will worsen the
condition of the varsity and take
a toll on its guality of
education.

Documents assessed by TINIE
reveal that the varsity currently
has 115 full-time guest lecturers
and 46 part-time(hourly basis)
guest faculty and it has been
proposed to reduce the figure to

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 April 2025, p.2

75 and 30 respectively. Similarly,
the varsity has 221 clerical staft
and 106 class IV outsourced em-
ployees in its five campuses,
which it wants to reduce to 150
and 75 respectively in this aca-
demic vear.

Adding to it, the varsity has
proposed a 40% reduction in al-
location of funds for mainte-
nance of buildings in its five
campuses in the budget estimate
of 2025-26, as compared to last
vear Likewise, a reduction of
30% towards the expenses of li-
brary (which is majorly meant
for buying books and periodi-
cals), a 20% cut in the mainte-
nance of computers, laborato-
ries and other stationary heads
in various academic depart-
ments and a deduction of 30%
towards funds spent on organis-
ing sports events and mainte-
nance of grounds have been
proposed.

On the proposed reduction of
revenue from self-financing
courses shared with depart-
ments, a faculty asked, “If our

share is reduced to 30%, how
will the self financing courses
grow and upgrade itself as per
industry needs?”

According to sources, the var-
sity spends neardy ¥19 crore per
maonth towards its expenses and
with all these deductions they
aim to bring down the expendi-
ture by at least ¥2 crore to I3
crore a month.

Reacting strongly to the pro-
posal, a senior faculty said,
“Apainstthesanctioned strength
of 536, the varsity eurrently has
only 170 permanent faculty. We
are somehow functioning with
the help of guestlecturers, if the
varsity will reduce their num-
bers also then how will the de-
partments function.”

“Majority of the buildingsare
old and in dilapidated condition.
By eutting down maintenance
expenses, we are only inviting
more trouble,” said another fac-
ulty member.

Senior officials of the univer-
sity could not be reached for a
comment.

Science council selects more than
1,000 projects for research grants

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State
Council for Science and
Technology has selected
1,014 projects for research
grants.

The selected projects
are being undertaken by
undergraduate students in
professional courses, and
postgraduate students
from arts and science pro-
grammes in the State.

The projects were cho-
sen by an expert commit-
tee comprising eminent

The projects were
chosen by an expert
committee consisting
of scientists and
eminent professors

professors, scientists, and
directors from universities
and Central institutions
such as Indian Institutes of
Technology, Central Leath-
er Research Institute, and
National Institute of Ocean
Technology.

Once the projects are
completed, the council will
organise a review meeting,

Source: The Hindu, 21 April 2025, p5

during which the experts
will identify potential and
viable projects. The patent
for the technology deve-
loped will then be filed
through the council’s Pa-
tent Information Centre.
The council will connect
academic institutions to in-
dustries to enable the
former understand the
need of the latter. The stu-
dents’ findings will be re-
corded as a scientific re-
search paper and collated
as proceedings with ISBN
number, S. Vincent, mem-
ber-secretary, said.

TEN Vol. 11 Issue 4 | April 2025 | Page 34



Fever cases in city drop, but

flu and Covid cases still turn up

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The pandemic en-
ded nearly three years ago,
but hospitals in the city con-
tinue to report sporadic ca-
ses of Covid-19, along with
influenza A and other respi-
ratory disorders througho-
ut the year. This indicates
that the virus is in circula-
tion, reaching an endemic
stage. The number of fever
cases in the city has decrea-
sed drastically in April com-
pared to March.

“We had one of the long-
est flu seasons in 2024. Fever
cases began in August 2024
and continued till March,”
said infectious diseases ex-
pert Dr V Ramasubramani-
an from Apollo Hospitals.
The city has seen a cocktail
of viral infections, inclu-
ding common flu, HIN1, Co-
vid-19,andrespiratory infec-
tions caused by respiratory
syneytial virusand adenovi-
rus. “SARS-CoV-2, which
causes Covid-19, has been
circulating since 2020. We
continue to see cases throug-
hout the year with occasio-
nal peaks,” he said.

In April, fever cases
dropped by more than 50%,
but the types of fevers have
changed too. For instance,
nearly 80% of the fever cases
at Apollo Hospitals were in-
fluenza B cases compared to

e 2

ENDEMIC STAGE: File picture of a Covid-19 isolation ward at Govt
Medical College Hospital at Omandurar Estate

less than 20% between Au-
gustand March. Most hospi-
tals report similar trends.
“Throughout, we have been
seeing Covid-19 cases,” he
said. .

State public health labo-
ratory also reports an incre-
ase in influenza B cases. In
December, only 23.4% of the
fever cases tested positive
for influenza B. While 44.2%
were HIN1, 9% were RSV,
7.8% were H2N3, and 6.5%
were Covid-19. “We continue
to see around the same num-
ber of Covid cases,” asenior
public health official said.

Most people have similar
symptoms with high fever,
fatigueandsore throat. Only
tests can reveal the type of
infection, doctors said. Whi-
le tests are not done for peo-
ple with mild symptoms,

doctors recommend tests for
people with severe symp-
toms, particularly the elder-
1y, pregnant women, or peo-
ple with chronic diseases.
“The most common panel
tests if patients have influ-
enza, RSV, or Covid-19,” said
infectious diseases expert
DrSubramanian Swaminat-
han of Gleneagles Healthci-
ty. “Increased tests are also
one of the reasons why we
see somany cases,” hesaid.
Doctors, however, say
complications and deaths
due to Covid-19orother viral
infections are still low.
“Complications and deaths
are higher among the elder-
ly and people with chronic
conditions. There is no in-
crease in the fatality rate,”
said director of public he-
alth Dr TS Selvavinayagam.

Source: The Times of India, 23 April 2025, p.3

Health

Tamil Nadu mulls
restricting e-sale of
habit-forming drugs

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu is
considering banningor rest-
ricting the online sale of ha-
bit-forming drugs to curb
abuse. State health depart-
ment has sent a proposal to
the law department in this
regard, recommending a
ban or stricter rules for the
onlinesaleof narcotics, hyp-
notics, and painkillers such
ascodeine, nitrazepam, pen-
tazocine, tramadol, and ta-
pentadol, officials said.

In Feb, state drugs cont-
roller M N Sridhar, wrote to
the health department re-
commending that the state
frame rules by invoking sec-
tion 18 of the Drugs and Cos-
metics Act 1940 to ban or re-
gulate the online sale of five
medicines in the state until
the Union ministry comes
out with legislation for the
regulation of drugs on e-
commerce platforms. Bet-
ween Jan and the third week
of Feb, the department can-
celled 17 retail and wholesa-
le licences over the sale of
habit-forming drugs. “Ho-
wever, online pharmacy
platforms remain beyond
the bounds due to a lack of
regulations. These online
platforms operate without
any geographical restric-
tions and are supplying me-
dicines interstate,” the let-
tersaid.

Medicines are not a com-
modity, and the sale of medi-
cines on e-commerce plat-
forms is a violation of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, which outlines the role
of qualified pharmacists,
Sridhar said, pointing out
that therole of a pharmacist
is lacking in e-commerce
platforms. “They sell sche-
dule Hand Hl medicines wit-
hout the supervision of re-
gistered pharmacists,” he
said. The issue, he said, was
taken to the union govt seve-
ral times, but they did not co-
me up with any legislation
for regulating the online sa-
le of drugs, the drug control-
lersaid.

Most of the supplies are
from Gujarat, Bihar,and Ma-
harashtra, he said. These
states have written to autho-

e,

The online platforms
sell schedule H and H1
medicines without the
supervision of
registered pharmacists,
says state drugs
controller M N Sridhar

rities, but have received no
responsefromthem, he said.
Earlier, state health secreta-
ry also wrote to Centre rai-
sing concerns about the av-
ailability of habit-forming
drugs online. Easy access to
habit-forming drugs online
and a lack of regulations to
curbsuch illegal sales conti-
nue to pose a challenge for
Tamil Nadu Drugs Control
department, Sridhar said.
Officials in the state he-
alth department said they
agreed with the recommen-
dation. “The file has now be-
en sent to the law depart-
ment, The decision on a ban
or regulation will be taken
based on their recommenda-
tion,” a senior health de-
partment official said.
“Unregulated sale of ha-
bit-forming drugs would
trap individuals in a cycle of
addiction and devastating
health consequences, lea-
ding to an increased risk of
overdose and death,” said
Tamil Nadu Chemists and
Druggists Association Pre-
sident S A Ramesh. “Socie-
tally, the absence of regula-
tion would trigger a public
health crisis, fuelling crime,
straining resources, and
eroding the well-being of
communities through wide-
spread addiction and its as-
sociated harms,” he said.
The association, he said,
wrote letters to Centre and
lobbied with parliamentari-
ans, but nothing worked.

Source: The Times of India, 17 April 2025, p.2
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‘Telemedicine guidance improves cardiac treatment outcomes’

Asstudy on the TN. Government Heart Attack Management Programme finds that WhatsApp groups are a cost-effective way of networking larger and smaller hospitals in a hub-and-spoke model

For a healthy heart |

attack management programme

Aglimpse atthe Tamil Nadu guvemment’slTrt

6. Justin Paul, professor of Cardiology, Madras

Medical College and nodal officer of T.N. Government
A Lai
plains:

STEMI, known as major
heart attack, is due to
" 100% blockage of

blood flow to cardiac muscle

® Guidelines recommend

using clot dissolving
medications (fibrinolysis)

immediate opening of

the blocked blood vessels

(revascularisation) by
angioplasty with stent
implantation (PPCI) or

® However, data from
India have shown that only
'6%-8% receive PPCI

and about 40% receive
fibrinolysis, leaving a
majority without any

form of revascularisation,
leading to death

Overview of individuals treated in Tamil Nadu government heart attack management programme hubs

Year Total number of | Primary | Fibrinolysis Pharma Death| Guideline-based
STEMI patients PCl -invasive PCI isati

2019 11,363 563 7342 898 994 7,905

2020 11,242 154 7,941 219 1,030 8,095

2021 13,287 118 9,972 1,154 1,175 10,090

2022 17,030 930 11,593 3,201 1432 12,983

2023 18,985 1,588 12,804 4,058 1,573 14,392

How does the hub-and-spoke model work?

Spoke hospitals are
equipped to perform
ECGs for patients with chest

pain, diagnose or rule out
STEMI with remote support
from hub hospitals, and
initiate fibrinolytic therapy
when indicated

Spoke medical officers share
patient’s details and ECGs on
WhatsApp groups to seek diagnostic

and management guidance

Hub hospital cardiologists provide
real-time advice on diagnosing.
STEMI and selecting most appropriate
guideline-directed treatment for STEMI

Duty cardiologists at the
hub hospital are available
via dedicated mobile numbers

for additional clarifications

Patients are transferred

to the hub hospitals for
angiography, and if necessary,
angioplasty-pharmaco-invasive
treatment pathway

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

an  telemedicine
C guidance on a mes-
saging platform like

WhatsApp help doctors
improve treatment out-
comes in patients present-
ing with major heart at-
tacks? The Tamil Nadu
Government Heart Attack
Management Programme
— operationalised in a hub-
and-spoke model, net-
working 18 government
medical college hospitals
and 188 district/taluk go-
vernment hospitals — has
the answer.

A study analysing the
five-year (2019-2023) expe-
rience of the programme
has found that WhatsApp
groups are a cost-effective
way of networking larger
and smaller hospitals in a
hub-and-spoke model to
provide telemedicine gui-
dance for early diagnosis
and treatment of major
heart attacks (STEMI - ST-
segment elevation myocar-
dial infarction). Through
this, cardiologists in larger

hub hospitals offered tele-
medicine  guidance to
smaller spoke units. Addi-
tionally, these groups were
used to coordinate patient
transfers between hospi-
tals and to monitor the en-
tire process.

Key findings

Putting out the key find-
ings in an article published
recently in the Indian Jour-
nal of Medical Research —
‘Impact of telemedicine in
STEMI care system: A five-
year experience from Ta-
mil Nadu, India’ - govern-
ment cardiologists and
health officials reported
that that the government-
sponsored STEMI care sys-
tem in a hub-and-spoke
model, guided by telemed-
icine  via  WhatsApp
groups, significantly im-
proved guideline-directed
treatment for STEMI care

in a resource-limited
setting.
Talking about the imple-

mentation of the initiative,
G. Justin Paul, professor of
cardiology, Madras Medi-
cal College, and the pro-

gramme’s nodal officer, ex-
plained that the 18
government medical col-
lege hospitals in Tamil Na-
du were equipped with
cardiac catheterisation lab-
oratories to offer Percuta-
neous Coronary Interven-
tions (PCI), thereby serving
as hub hospitals. Addition-
ally, 188 district and taluk-
level government hospitals
lacking PCI capacity were
enabled to administer clot
busting medicines and
linked to these 18 hubs as
spoke hospitals.

Eighteen STEMI clusters
were established by net-
working 10-15 spoke hospi-
tals with each hub based
on geographical proximity
and transport logistics.

The networking was
done in two phases — 12
hubs linked to 154 spokes
to form 12 clusters in phase
1 (2017-2018) and six hubs
linked to 34 spokes to
create six more clusters in
phase II (2019-2020).

The authors noted that
18 WhatsApp groups — one
for each cluster — were
created to facilitate case-

Source: The Hindu, 13 April 2025, p.7

CM to open Nilgiris medical
college, 700-bed hosp today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatare

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin on
Saturday arrived in Nilgiris as
part of his two-day official visit
to the district and neighbouring
Coimbatore. On Sunday, he is
set to inaugurate the newly-con-
structed Nilgiris District Gov-
ernment Medical College and
Hospital on Sunday.

Around 11.10 am, the CM
landed at the Coimbatore Air-
port and headed to Udhaga-
mandalam. In the evening, he
chaired a consultative meeting
with DMK district executive
committee members at a pri-
vate hotel in Qoty to discuss
election preparedness. Stalin
will inaugurate the newly-con-
structed hospital on Sunday
morningand distribute welfare
assistance to the public.

The west zone police have
been issued elaborate instruc-
tions on security arrangements
across Nilgiris and the routes
the CM is scheduled to travel,
according to police sources.

The Nilgiris medical college

_— A

FEN

Chief Minister MK Stalin inspects the ongoing installation works of GABION wall at
Kunjapanai in Nilgiris district on Saturday | express

and hospital has been built ata
cost of T499 crore, sources said.
The 700-bed facility is the first-
of-its-kind in India’s hilly re-
gions after Shimla and includes
a 50-bed ward exclusively for
tribals. It is also equipped with
necessary medical facilities
such as 10 operation theatres,
MRI and CT scan facilities, ete.
Officials noted that this was the
first government hospital to
have a separate ward for trib-
als. The construction of the
medical college and hospital be-
gan in July 2020 across 40 acres

Source: The New Indian Exﬁress, 6 April 2025, p.6

of land at Fingerpost in Ooty; at
an outlay of 470 crore. Mean-
while, by January 2022, the col-
lege portion was completed and
after approval by the National
Medical Commission, was
opened and admitted 150 MBBS
students for the academic vear
of 2021-22. Meanwhile, worksto
construct the 700-bedded hospi-
tal dragged on for three more
vears. The delay in construc-
tion, according to officials, was
due to natural calamities, lead-
ing to arevised estimate for the
project at 499 crore.
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specific management of
persons with suspected
heart  attacks. These
groups enabled seamless
communication between
cardiologists at hub hospi-
tals and teams at spoke
hospitals.

Study results

In total, 71,907 individuals
with STEMI were treated
over the five years. There
was a 67% annual increase
in the total number of indi-
viduals treated for STEMI.
The proportion of indivi-
duals receiving pharmaco-
invasive therapy increased
from 7.9% to 31.7%. There
was a 68% increase in the
number of individuals re-
ceiving PPCI. The number
of individuals who did not
receive guideline-directed
treatment decreased by
20%.

The analysis found that
there was a 6.7-fold rise in
the individuals referred
from spoke to hub hospi-
tals for catheter-based re-
vascularisation. The over-
all mortality showed a
marginal decrease from 8.7

to 8.3%; phasel hubs
achieved a 68% reduction
from 8.5% to 5.8% aligning
with a rise in guideline-di-
rected treatment,

Dr. Paul said that in de-
veloped nations, STEMI
care was centred on timely
PRCI, which must be done
within 90-120 minutes by a
specialist team in a cath
lab. But this set up requir-
ing 24x7 infrastructure and
trained interventional car-
diologists was not feasible
in many developing na-
tions including India.

“The current study
highlights that any timely
treatment to restore blood
flow is lifesaving, even if li-
mited to fibrinolysis. Any
form of revascularisation is
definitely better than no
revascularisation at all.
Healthcare systems in de-
veloping nations must fo-
cus on early heart attack
and at least start with fibri-
nolysis. This forms the
foundation in which a
pharmaco-invasive system
can be built, as healthcare
capabilities expand,” he
added.



Minimum standards TN\ govt. plans to establish biomedical

set for de-addiction
centres in the State

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State
Mental Health Authority
has outlined the minimum
standards for de-addiction
centres in the State, which
include a ban on physical,
mental, and sexual abuse
or violence. It has also
specified the conditions
under which physical res-
traint may be used.

“Physical restraint is to
be used if it is the only
means available to prevent
imminent and immediate
harm to the person con-
cerned or to others, and it
should be approved by the
psychiatrist. The circum-
stances and duration of
restraint shall be recorded
in the case sheet, and a
separate register shall be
kept for the purpose,” the
notification said.

The Authority has also
specified the minimum
qualifications for person-
nel to be engaged in de-ad-
diction centres. These in-
clude a Qualified Medical
Practitioner (MBBS), Psy-
chiatrist (DPM, MD, or
DNB Psychiatry), Social
Worker (MSW in Medical
and Psychiatry), Psycholo-
gist (M.Sc. in Psychology
or its equivalent), and Re-
gistered Staff Nurse (De-
gree or Diploma in
Nursing).

CCTV cameras

CCTV cameras are to be
installed at the entrance
and exit points, in shared
areas, dining halls, and
common wards, and the

digital video recordings
must be preserved and re-
trievable for a minimum
period of one month, said
a provision in the Tamil
Nadu State Mental Health-
care Minimum Standards
for De-addiction Centres
Regulations, 2025.

As for the admission
procedure, the regulations
said an individual with
Substance Use Disorder
(SUD) could be admitted
to a de-addiction centre
only after evaluation by a
psychiatrist.

Admission to a de-ad-
diction centre should be
made by a registered med-
ical practitioner with the
consent of the person, it
said.

Categorising de-addic-
tion centres into compre-
hensive de-addiction
centres and rehabilitation
centres for persons with
SUDs, the Authority has
listed the human resource
and equipment require-
ment for each of the cate-
gories. De-addiction ser-
vices include
detoxification and rehabil-
itation, it said.

While  detoxification
treatment is a medical in-
tervention that safely
manages an individual
through the process of
acute withdrawal, rehabil-
itation treatment involves
a constellation of ongoing
therapeutic services in-
tended to promote the re-
covery of substance-abuse
patients, and designed to
resolve longstanding
psychological, social, and
behavioural problems.

research foundation

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has given its nod to
establish the ‘Kalaignar
Centenary Integrated Bio-
medical Research Founda-
tion” under the Directorate
of Medical Education and
Research (DMER).

A one-time grant of 310
lakh has been sanctioned
for the purpose.

The DMER, in its propo-
sal to create the founda-
tion, said the research will
be aimed at understanding
diseases and developing
and testing preventive and
predictive technologies in
order to develop personal-
ised treatments.

It was essential to ad-
vance medical knowledge
and create effective health-
care solutions. Doctors’ in-
volvement in biomedical
research is essential to
bridge the gap between
clinical practice and scien-
tific inquiry, the proposal
read. The foundation will
be self-sustaining and run
under the DMER for medi-
cal professionals to under-
take feasible, innovative,
novel, ethical, and relevant
studies. It will be adminis-
tered by a governing coun-
cil chaired by the Director
of Medical Education and
Research (ex-officio). Se-
nior doctors will be nomi-

The ‘Kalaignar
Centenary Integrated
Biomedical Research
Foundation’ will be
set up under the
Directorate of
Medical Education
and Research

nated to the council, ac-
cording to a Government
Order issued recently.

The foundation can sup-
port research through di-
rect grant funding for re-
searchers and institutions,
capacity building, encou-
raging collaboration, pro-
viding resources for propo-
sal development,
supporting early-stage re-
search and promoting pu-
blic engagement and poli-
cy impact. It can receive
funds or grants from State
or Union governments, go-
vernment undertakings,
and public or private com-
panies located within or
outside the country as do-
nations/corporate  social
responsibility funding.

Expected outcomes in-
clude advancement of
medical knowledge, deve-
lopment of new treat-
ments, evidence-based
practices and public health
improvements.

CONTINUVED ON
» PAGE 6

A senior doctor said such a research foundation
should be completely autonomous. “It should be
a hub for advanced medical research. Research in
fields, including immunology, infectious diseases,
cancer, and transplant medicine, should be taken
up. The foundation must function as a purely pro-
fessional body and not an administrative one,” he
said, adding that 10 lakh, even if it was meant to
be a seed grant, was highly inadequate.

While welcoming the creation of the founda-
tion, A. Ramalingam, general secretary, Service
Doctors and Post Graduates Association, said,
“We have been demanding that the government
encourage research in medical education and,
hence, we were glad when the government had
earlier upgraded the Directorate of Medical Edu-
cation to DMER. But to make it fully functional
and for good results, funding alone is not enough.
We need adequate manpower....”

He urged the government to increase the facul-

ty strength as per Indian Public Health Standards Source: The Hindu,

Source: The Hindu, 1 April 2025, p.2
to enable doctors to take up research. 13 April 2025, p.1 and 6
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‘Healthcare industry is in need of
technology intervention at all levels’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Healthcare industry re-
quires technology inter-
vention at all levels — from
patient care to maintaining
hospital records and even
a hospital’s functioning.
The opportunities are ma-
ny for the passionate. Of-
ten a personal setback or
requirement triggers inno-
vation and a start-up is
born, said panellists at a
session on ‘Healthtech In-
novations: Revolutionising
Healthcare in Tamil Naduw’
on Thursday.

The event was present-
ed by The Hindu and SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology and co-pre-
sented by StartupTN in as-
sociation with Sify Tech-
nologies.

Neurosurgeon K. Gana-
pathy, who moderated the
session, recalled his days
as a practising clinician,
when advanced technolo-
gy was non-existent. In his
generation, students
learned by practising on
patients but today’s medi-
cal students could learn
through simulation labora-
tories.

In fact, the National
Medical Commission had
mandated simulation labo-
ratories, said Adith Chin-
naswami, a laparoscopic
surgeon and co-founder of

CISIATTURIN

i association with

Panellists at the ‘Healthtech Innovations: Revolutionising Healthcare
in Tamil Nadu' session held on Thursday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

MediSim VR. Boopesh Pu-
gazhendi, consultant neu-
rosurgeon at Naruvi Hospi-
tal, Vellore, said the
hospital had gone paper-
less, a concept that pa-
tients and hospital staff
equally found difficult to
grasp. According to him,
the challenge was training
the hospital staff.

Lallu Joseph, quality
manager and associate
general superintendent at
Christian Medical College,
Vellore, recalled a personal
experience to explain how
healthcare  innovations
happen.

“Technology is trans-
forming healthcare deliv-
ery. There are kids who are
revolutionising  health-
care,” she said, explaining
how their passion for
tracking race cars helped a
couple of youngsters come

Source: The Hindu, 25 April 2025, p.7

up with contactless remote
monitoring of vital param-
eters for their uncle who
was being treated at the
hospital.

Hospitals made it a prac-
tice now to install sensors
under patients’ beds to
monitor them. Use of apps
to monitor workforce had
improved patient satisfac-
tion, she said.

Dr. Boopesh said clinical
history taking in hospitals
had undergone a transfor-
mation with the introduc-
tion of technology. The
State government used
technology to monitor the
outbreak of diseases such
as dengue and pneumonia.
The high penetration of
smartphones had helped
the State monitor non-
communicable diseases in
the population, he added.

“It is more reverse engi-
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neering,” said Dr. Lallu
about the digital transfor-
mation in healthcare. She
urged youngsters to visit
hospitals and see if their
idea could solve a pro-
blem.

Dr. Ganapathy agreed
that any innovator who
showed evidence that tech-
nology could transform a
service in the healthcare
sector would receive sup-
port to develop their
product.

Dr. Adith said now there
were 250 students per
MBBS class and with clini-
cal material in short sup-
ply, virtual reality labs
were an option to ensure
that a healthcare profes-
sional could have a certifia-
ble level of competency be-
fore starting to treat
patients.

Innovators could rope
in doctors or hospitals to
have their innovation test-
ed. Their feedback would
not only help fine-tune the
product but also convince
a funding agency to offer fi-
nancial support, Dr. Lallu
said.

Dr. Adith said simula-
tion laboratories were wel-
come in medical colleges.
“There was never any mo-
dality (to find out) whether
a student knows how to
handle an emergency.
Now, we have one,” he
said.



TN notifies minimum standards for
de-addiction, rehabilitation centres

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE state government earlier in
March notified the Tamil Nadu
State Mental Healthcare Mini-
mum Standards for De-addiction
Centres Regulations 2025, with
elaborate guidelines for the funce-
tioning of the centres.

The regulations framed under
the Mental Health Care Act have
classified the centres into two
categories as Comprehensive
De-addiction Centres (CDC) and
Rehabilitation Centres (RC) for
persons with substance abuse
disorders (SUD) based on the
services they offered. All centres
should be registered with the
State Mental Health Authority

A key condition mentioned in
the regulations is that a person
with SUD can be admitted to one
of these centres or transferred
from one centre to the another
only after anevaluation by apsy-
chiatrist, who willdecide wheth-
er the person has tobe treated as
in-patient or out-patient. Admis-
sion tothe centre should be done
by a medical practitioner.

The regulations broadly clas-
sifies de-addiction services as
detoxification treatment, which
primarily referred tomedical in-
tervention needed for managing
a person through acute with-

drawal and rehabilitation treat-
ment, which could involve a con-
stellation therapeutic services to
promote and sustain recovery
While CDCs can provide detoxi-
fication and rehabilitation care,
the RCs will mainly ofter psycho-
social intervention after
detoxification.

Minimum standards have
been defined for both the CDCs
and RDCs. Human resources re-
guirement for both can mildly
vary while the presence of a psy-
chiatrist and a qualified doctor
isrequired in both. In CDCs, one
staff nurse should be available
for every 30 beds while an attend-
ant should be there for every 20
beds. Psychologists and social
workers should be available for
every 50 beds in both types of

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 April 2025, p.4
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centres.

The regulations lay stress on
respecting human dignity and
rights, prohibiting violence of
any kind. Moreover; physical re-
straint should be used only to
prevent harm to oneself or oth-
ers after recommendation from
the psychiatrist.

Common requirements for
both CDCs and RCs includesepa-
rate accommaodation for female
and male patients, separate cots,
nursing station, safekeeping of
patient records etc, adequate
number of bathrooms and toi-
lets for every 10 patients and fa-
cilities for recreation

The facilities also should have
CCTV installed at entrance, exit,
in shared areas, dining hall and
common wards.



MTM scheme improves management of
hypertension, diabetes in T.N.,, finds survey

Findings of the STEPS Survey 2023-24 show that the doorstep healthcare scheme has led to better health outcomes; management of blood pressure

among adults has improved by 17% and control of blood sugar levels rose by 16.7%; but experts stress need to enhance quality of services

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

y taking healthcare
B directly to the peo-
ple’s doorsteps, Ta-

mil Nadu’s flagship scheme
— Makkalai Thedi Maruthu-
vam (MTM) — has demon-
strated an improvement in
the management of hyper-
tension and diabetes in the
State.

Among adults with hy-
pertension, the beneficiar-
ies with blood pressure
control rose to 17%, and for
diabetes, those with con-
trolled blood sugar levels
rose to 16.7%.

This finding from Tamil
Nadu STEPS (World Health
Organization STEPwise ap-
proach to non-communic-
able diseases risk factor
surveillance) Survey 2023-
24, which was taken up by
the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research-National In-
stitute of Epidemiology
(ICMR-NIE), comes as an
early indicator of MTM’s
reach.

The scheme was rolled
out in August 2021.

‘Great achievement’

T.S. Selvavinayagam, direc-
tor, Directorate of Public
Health and Preventive
Medicine, said that the sur-
vey reflected community-

Effective initiative

The table shows the number of beneficiaries
under the Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam (MTM)

till March 31,2025

First-time
beneficiaries

Hypertension

1,13,77,200

Repeat
beneficiaries

1,73,08,450 =\

R

N

2 NI
SOME HIGHLIGHTS

 The proportion of individuals with
hypertension seeking care in government
facilities rose from 45.5% in STEPS | to 62.4%

Diabetes | 5419368 | 1,24,16,468
Both hypertension and 48.40,439 103.51.762
diabetes
Palliative care | 6,04,413 13,46,585
Physiotherapy 8,07,545 30,07,716
. inSTEPS Il
Continuous ambulatory 4
88 8476
peritoneal dialysis bags
Comparison of non-communicable diseases control
between STEPS | and Il surveys

NCD STEPS 1 (2019-20)

Hypertension 7.30%

= 37.7% of individuals with hypertension
received drugs through women health
wvolunteers (WHVs) at their homes through MTM

STEPS 11(2023-2024)

® Among those with diabetes, 54.1% sought
treatment from the government sector in 2023-
24s when compared to 33.9% in 2019-20

17.00%

Diabetes 10.80%

| 16.70%

= Among those with diabetes, 33.6% received
‘ drugs through WHVs at their homes

level control among the
population.

“This survey substan-
tiates the efforts taken by
the State government un-
der MTM to achieve the
Disbursement-Linked Indi-
cators (DLI) set by the
World Bank. It is a great
achievement considering
our population and num-
ber of years since we took
up intensive efforts across
the State,” he said.

To evaluate the progress
of initiatives in line with

Source: Health and Family Welfare Department-Policy Note 2025-2026

the program-for-results ba-
sis, the World Bank laid
down DLIs of six percen-
tage points for improve-
ment in the control rate of
diabetes and three percen-
tage points for hyperten-
sion.

STEPS Survey 2019-20

In the baseline survey (TN
STEPS Survey 2019-20),
the control rate was 7.3%
for hypertension and
10.8% for diabetes, Archa-
na Ramalingam, scientist-E

(Medical), Division of Non-

communicable Diseases
(NCD) Epidemiology,
ICMR-NIE, said.

“We started the second
survey (TN STEPS Survey
2023-24) in November
2023 and completed it by
the end of March 2024. We
had 8,114 participants
across the State. We found
that among adults with hy-
pertension, the proportion
with blood pressure con-
trol rose to 17%. Similarly,
for diabetes, those with

blood sugar control rose to
16.7%,” she added. Dr. Ar-
chana said the survey re-
sults showed a clear im-
provement in terms of
beneficiaries who were
diagnosed, initiated for
treatment, and later
achieved blood pressure
control.

“There was a significant
improvement in the per-
centage of patients diag-
nosed with hypertension —
from 32% in the baseline
survey to about 47% in the
second survey. In the case
of diabetes, the baseline
survey showed that 53%
had already been diag-
nosed, and 44% were re-
ceiving treatment. While
the second survey did not
show much improvement
in the percentage diag-
nosed due to a high base-
line, the proportion with
blood sugar control im-
proved to 16.7%,” she ad-
ded. After the implementa-
tion of MTM, there has
been a definite improve-
ment in the management
of hypertension and dia-
betes, Dr. Archana said.

“Improving regular me-
dication access through
women health volunteers
has borne results. Task-
sharing interventions such
as MTM are bound to help
in a State like TN that has

invested in healthcare, and
this is likely to lead to im-
provements in the future,”
she said.

While task-sharing inter-
ventions have helped im-
prove hypertension and
diabetes control, she said
field visits showed that
there could be significant
challenges in implement-
ing them in urban settings.

Varying acceptance

“In the rural areas, we saw
greater acceptance and im-
pact of the initiatives. Ho-
wever, people in the urban
parts, especially cities such
as Chennai and Coimba-
tore, are still largely using
private facilities for hyper-
tension and diabetes care,”
she said.

With the early imple-
mentation results of the
MTM showing promise,
the Health Department
should take steps to identi-
fy the gaps in implementa-
tion and opt to continuous-
ly improve the quality of
services to improve the
control rate further, she
stressed.

Dr. Selvavinagayam said
there is still a long way to
go. “We will now focus on
the individual control le-
vel, which is essential for
preventing any complica-
tions,” he said.

‘Beneficiary data, monitoring inadequate in ICDS’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Comptroller and Auditor
General’s audit on the Integrated
Child Development Services
(ICDS) in Tamil Nadu between
2020 and 2023, has flagged several
concerns regarding the scheme’s
implementation, including alack
of beneficiary data, inadequate
monitoring and misuse of
funds

One of the key findings was
that rationalisation of anganwa-
di centres (AWCs), mandated by
the centre in 2014, was initiated
only in 202122 and completed in
2023. However, the state’s ICDS
Directorate had no data on uncov-
ered areas or mini AWCs needing
upgrades. However, the state said
the rationalisation exercise was
complete and uncovered areas
were identified, the report said.

The audit alsorevealed that the
state failed to conduct annual
beneficiary surveys leading to
discrepancies in data as the total
number of beneficiaries differed
in each set of data like TN ICDS,

Poshan tracker and monthly
progress reports.
The audit also noted that T10

crore (2020-21) for AWC construc-
tion and ¥7.75 crore (2021-22) for
maintenance from the centre
were pending as of March 2024.
The state government said the
funds hadn’t been released de-
spite repeated requests. This
apart, the state failed to use 33
crore given for Poshan Abhivaan

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 April 2025, p.4

Award (2018-19) to be utilised for
gapfilling and innovation.

A significant shortfall in cover-
age of children aged three to six
was seen, with only 8.18 lakh of
the 1849lakh childrenin thisage
group covered in 2022-23. The gov-
ernment attributed this tomigra-
tion to private institutions but
failed to address AWCs' lack of
adequate human resources and
infrastructure to prevent such

migration, the report said.

The audit also pointed out that
only 73% of AWCs were FSSAL
registered. Non-provision of
funds for the renewal of FSSAT
licence and non-reimbursement
of full cost of cooking gas to An-
ganwadi workers (AW Ws) result-
ed in shifting the government’s
responsibility on AWWs as well
as burdening them financially.
There are also vacancies in the
AWW positions (18.8%).

Other issues included inflated
procurement costs for LED TVs
resulting in excess expenditure
of %33 lakh in surveyved AWCs
and procurement of carrom
hoards worth 3.81 crore in viola-
tionof centre’s guidelines as part
of pre-school education kits
which remained unused.

The state lacked a dedicated
toll-free number for ICDS, and
the centralised Poshan Abhivaan
number (14408) offered only Hin-
di and English options, defeating
the objective of an inclusive
grievance redressal platform for
ICDS beneficiaries, it said.

TEN Vol. 11 Issue 4 | April 2025 | Page 40

Source: The Hindu,

28 April 2025, p.2



Environment

Study Finds Water Extraction Is Outpacing Recharge, Especially In Southern Chennai

ALL IS
NOT WELL

City, outskirts may face a drinking
water crisis over next two decades
due to groundwater table depletion

> Study forecasts a decline in
groundwater in several areas of
Chennai and parts of neighbouring
districts by 1.25 to 2m by 2050 due
to increased extraction driven by
population growth, erratic rainfall due
--.. to climate change and
* increased land use

/ » Areas on the west
=" of Buckingham Canal
including OMR, Velachery,
Guindy, Saidapet, Tambaram,
Tiruvallur, and Sriperumbudur could
face groundwater decline

LAND USE CHANGE

» Built-up area projected
to increase

» Agricultural and forest
areas may decline

i RAINFALL IMPACT p -/d‘_\ L
! > Fluctuating rainfall under climate A %
1 change soen%rios affects recharge P%l;!%l‘m.-wﬂ " Tiruvallur T Guigigly - -
. 5 S
>High-iqtensity rainfall leads to Rise in population | i e S |
i - Increased runoff and until 2039 is a major

3 F », reduced infiltration :\ driver of increased

" > Drought years groundwa.ter extractlon
=== significantly lower N ok

recharge and exacerbate
groundwater stress

average yearly rainfall from 2021 to
2050 of 1036.98mm for ssp126, and

> Climate models have projected an

significantly - 70g 10mm for ssp245 After 2040,
o) > Increased - - population growth
S/ urbanization > Rainfall reached the highest slows, slightly
== may lead to maximum of 2504.88mm under easing extraction
lower recharge capamty s5p245 scena_rlo and lowest mJnlmum pressure
due to impervious of 437.05mm in ssp126 scenario

Some parts of city where groundwater
table may take a beating in near future

AN A

REASON | These areas have rocky
s0il, which results in poor water
percolation, especially as intense,
short bursts of rainfall combined with
increased land use lead to higher
surface runoff

surfaces

*SSP126 is Shared Socioeconomic Pathway (SSP) scenario
representing a low-emission pathway. SSP245 refers to a

‘ Q/,r

i._z ket

UTejonmayam@timesofindia.com

everal areas across Chen-

nai and its outskirts, in-

cluding Velachery,

Guindy, Saidapet, Tam-

baram, OMR, Sriperum-
budur, and Tiruvallur, may face a
drinking water crisis over the
next two decades. Researchers
forecast a fall of up to two metres
in groundwater table levels by
2050. Rapid urbanisation, popula-
tion growth, and erratic rainfall
patterns triggered by climate
change are expected to drive down
water levels.

A Central Ground Water Board
(CGWB) and Anna University
study using numerical modelling
found extraction is outpacing re-
charge, especially in southern
Chennai. This may reduce
borewell vield, dry shallow
wells, raise costs, and
cause saltwater intru-
sion in coastal areas.

“The number of
rainy days in Chennai
has dropped from
120-140 to just 50-60

STOJR

o R N\

medium-level future greenhouse gas emission pathway

Co

The 400 MLD desal plant in
Perur, is especially planned
for drought situations.
Circular water economy is
the future. We are prepared
to meet future demand

A senior Metrowater official

COME 2050, GROUND WATER
LEVEL MAY TANK BY 2M

annually, though the

total rainfall remains

ISUSTAINA

water. Rising built-

around 130-140 cm,”

said Sivakumar Muthu,
regional director at CGWB.
“This means the same volume of
water is falling in a shorter span,
reducing contact time with the
soil. Hard rock areas such as Tiru-
vallur, with just 2% porosity, are
more vulnerable to groundwater
decline compared to sandy central
Chennai, which holds up to 40%

Illl! :} \ T

up areas worsen
runoff, and with more
than 70% of urban land
now impervious, natural aq-
uifer recharge is drastically re-
duced due to poor infiltration,” he
said.

The 2019 drought, following a
failed monsoon in 2018, saw
groundwater levels plummet dra-
matically in parts of the city from

Source: The Times of India, 26 April 2025, p.4

R Ramesh Shankar |

=

RECHARGE & EXTRACTION

Recharge ranges [6t0 .-
130 mm/year (decllnlng
trend) ]
» Extraction peaked at
325.63 mm/year in 2039

> Urban areas see high extraction

i

150-200 feet (46-61m) to nearly 400
feet (122m). In southern suburbs,
water was only accessible at
depths of around 700 feet (213m).
According to the study, ground-
water extraction in urban zones
may peak at 325 mm/ year by 2039,
up from 295 mm/year in 1995, due
to domestic and industrial de-
mand. Recharge rates, averaging
80 mm/year, are declining due to
built-up areas and short, intense

RECOMMENDATIONS

> Promote rainwater harvesting
in urban areas

> Implement efficient irrigation
systems in agriculture

> Restrict further built-up
expansion to protect recharge
zo0nes

rainfall. The study shows land
cover peaked at 17.18% in 2040,
rainfall varies between 1,036.98
mm and 1,343.10 mm, and popula-
tion growth declines post-2040.
“Rising minimum tempera-
tures — linked to climate change
and greenhouse gas accumulation
— also lead to higher rates of
evaporation, further depleting
water availability,” Muthu said.
To tackle the crisis, research-
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ers recommend ramping up rain-
water harvesting in urban areas,
adopting micro-irrigation tech-
niques in agricultural zones, and
enforcing stricter construction
regulations to enable natural in-
filtration.

Experts also stress the need
for water reuse. Studies show that
by 2050, Chennai must recycle at
least 40% of its used water to re-
main sustainable given its urban
and population growth. “Histori-
cal data shows the city gets sur-
plus rainfall every 34 years, mak-
ing it unlikely for groundwater
levels to fall seriously below two
metres. While overuse can deplete
levels in summer, they typically
recover during monsoons. Multi-
year droughts are rare,” said L
Elango, visiting professor, IIT
Madras.

A senior Metrowater official
said infrastructure is expanding
with a 400 MLD desal plant in
Perur, TTRO plants in Kodungai-
yur and Koyambedu supplying
industries, and TTUF plants in
Nesapakkam and Perungudi re-
charging lakes. Metrowater sup-
plies 1,080 MLD daily from reser-
voirs, desalination, recycled
wastewater, and groundwater
sources.



Study finds that 165 lakes,
tanks have vanished from
Pallikaranai catchment

Of the 452 waterbodies identified in Pallikaranai catchment area, over one-third have been

lost to encroachments, finds study by a think tank focused on river basin management

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

total of 165 water-
Abodies have van-
ished in the Pal-

likaranai catchment area
in Chennai owing to en-
croachments over the
past few decades. This
was one of the key find-
ings of a detailed analy-
sis, ‘Hydrological In-
sights from Pallikaranai
catchment in Kovalam
Basin - Volume I’ carried
out by Uvakai Research
Foundation, a think tank
focused on river basin
management.

In a bid to explore
long-term, sustainable
solutions to mitigate
floods and conserve re-
sources, the foundation
has studied the Pallikara-
nai catchment area
spread over 306.27
sq.km. and water bo-
dies.

Multiple sources

It was found that of the
452 water bodies identi-
fied in the Pallikaranai
catchment area, nearly
165 lakes and tanks,
which account for 7.35
sq.km. of water spread

flood management. FILE PHOTO

area, have been lost to
encroachments. The
foundation has made the
analysis based on multi-
ple sources, including
village revenue maps pu-
blished between 1905
and 1985, Google Earth,
RTI records from Water
Resources Department,
and satellite imagery (IS-
RO-Bhuvan).

Addressing the media
here on Saturday, E. Vid-
hubala, Director of the
foundation, said the
catchment area and the
marshland play a vital
role in flood manage-
ment. If the water bodies
and marshland are

Source: The Hindu, 20 April 2025, p.6

Shrinking resource: The Pallikaranai catchment area and the marshland play a vital role in

maintained at an average
depth of 5 feet, nearly
65% of the flood water
runoff can be conserved.
With proper strategies
like deepening water bo-
dies and identifying new
storage spaces, the re-
maining 35% of water
too could be conserved,
she said.

Ms. Vidhubala said as
the data of different go-
vernment agencies dif-
fered, there were no
clear records of owner-
ship of many water bo-
dies. This led to lack of
accountability in their
maintenance. The study
recommended that the
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water bodies restoration
efforts must be carried
out on a war footing in-
stead of schemes to div-
ert flood water to the sea
and create sponge parks.
Besides using the exper-
tise of institutions like
IIT Madras and Anna Un-
iversity, the government
must also set up com-
munity-led observatory
portal to encourage resi-
dents monitor water bo-
dies.

The government must
also declare low level
areas of Pallikaranai
catchment ecologically
sensitive, said  Ms.
Vidhubala.



Air pollution in India — where does it come from?

A breakdown of the sources of many air pollutants that damage our health and ecosystems

| DATA POINT |

Hannah Ritchie
Pablo Rosado

illions of people die pre-
M maturely from air pollu-
tion every year. Where
does this air pollution come from?

Sulphur dioxide (S02) is the
main pollutant that causes acid
rain. Chart 1 shows where Indian
502 emissions came from in 2022,
Energy production was the biggest
contributor by far. This is predo-
minantly due to power from coal,
which has sulphur impurities that
are released when it is burned.

Nitrogen oxides (NOx) can be
acutely toxic, inflaming the lungs.
The biggest source is transport:
NO: is emitted from the exhaust of
cars and trucks. This is almost
matched by the burning of coal
and gas for electricity production,
shown as ‘energy’ in Chart 2.

Black carbon is the soot that fills
our skies and lungs. It is a big pro-
blem in lower-income countries
where people rely on burning bio-
mass and charcoal for cooking and
openly burning waste (Chart 3).

Methane (CH4) is a greenhouse
gas, so it is mostly discussed re-
garding contributions to climate
change. Agriculture is the biggest
source of methane (Chart 4). The
other sector that contributes a lot
is waste. Methane is produced
when organic material, such as
food waste, rots in conditions
without much oxygen (a landfill).

Studies show ammonia (NH3)
could drive up to 3,85,000 prema-
ture deaths from particulate mat-
ter. Nearly all human emissions of
NH3 come from agriculture (Chart
5).

Non-methane volatile organic
compounds can be directly toxic
and mix with other gases to form
ozone and small particulates. Un-
like most other pollutants, sol-
vents such as paints, cleaning pro-
ducts, and chemical plants are also
major sources (Chart 6).

Smogged down

1.05

million deaths in

India were caused by
household air pollution
in 2021

Data for the charts were
sourced from

“Air pollution kills
millions every year —
where does it come
from?” Published online
at OurWorldinData

Hannah Ritchie is the Deputy Editor and science
outreach lead at Our World in Data. Pablo Rosado is
a principal data scientist at Our World in Data

In the charts, ‘t’

corresponds to tonnes.  _ <
Data for all charts is for 2022

Chart 1: The chart shows sulphur dioxide
emissions by sector in India

Energy
industry [N 3.15 million t
Buildings [l 424,631t
Shipping | 34,706t
Transport | 33,958t
Waste | 27,309t
Agriculture | 16,853t
Domestic aviation | 4,482t
Aviation” | 2,156t
Solvents 0t

* Shipping and aviation in all charts
refer to international shipping and
domestic aviation

Chart 2: Nitrogen oxides emissions by sector in India Chart 3: Black carbon emissions by sector in India Chart 4: Methane emissions by sector in India
Transport N X711 Buildings 442,084 ¢ Agriculture | T
Energy T Industry [ 147,277t Waste [ 7.6 million t
Industry [ 116 million t Transport [ 83,370t Energy 0000 3.35 milliont
Agriculture TR 876,855t Energy [ 83,137t Buildings 17 1.49 million t
Buildings 1001 542,394t Waste gy 35,502t Transport | 126,599t
Waste [17]313,220t  They are formed Agriculture 17 17 773+ Industry | 106,591t
Shipping 11 142,523t when fuels containing shipping 407t These particles are black Shipping g4
Domestic aviation nitrogen (mostly Domestic aviation because they absorb Solvents Methane breaks down
o laL022t fossil fuels) are o 149t light, and this absorption o ot to form ozone, a gas
Aviation | 27,976 £ burned, causing them Aviation g3 ¢ of sunlight contributes to Aviation gt that’s hazardous to
Solvents 0t to react with oxygen Solvents gy climate change Domestic aviation ¢ human health

Chart 5: The chart shows ammonia emissions by sector in India

Agriculture I e

Waste [ 1.63 million t
Buildings [¥ 190,713t

Energy 69,305t
Industry | 46,714t
Transport | 13,714t

Domestic av!at!on |621t When we add nitrogen to crops as
Aviation 332t synthetic fertilizers or manure, some of
Shipping 149t this nitrogen is converted into NH3 in
Solvents 28t the soil

Chart 6: Non-methane volatile organic compound emissions by sector in India

Buildings [ e e
evELy .86 milliont |
Energy [ 136 million t
Transport [ 892,580t
Industry [0 520,685t
Waste [ 423,660 t
Agriculture [ 314,095t
Shipping | 6,009t
Aviation | 974t
Domestic aviation | 627t

In addition to switching to low-carbon
energy and phasing out gasoline cars,

we also need to reduce the use of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) in personal care
products and solvents

Source: The Hindu, 24 April 2025, p.6
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Coastal resilience: Cuddalore, Thoothukudi to get bioshields

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @cChennai

THE government has an-
nounced a series of initiatives
to improve climate literacy, pre-
vent marine pollution and ex-
plore the possibility of setting
up carbon neutral markets in
the state.

Minister for Environment
and Climate Change Thangam
Thennarasu made the an-
nouncements whilereplying to
the demand for grants for his
department in the Assembly on

Saturday. Among the coastal
initiatives, the state govern-
ment plans to create bioshields
in Cuddalore and Thoothukudi
ata cost of F10 crore to en-
hance coastal resilience,
protect natural ecosys-
tems and support local
livelihoods. Similarly, ina
T4-crore pilot project

under TN-SHORE,

the state govern-

ment will set up \
three material re- y

covery facilities for -

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 April 2025, p.4

-"Th

plastic waste in Chennai, Ram-
anathapuram, and Thoothuku-
di at Z1 crore. Separately, trash
booms will be introduced to
prevent plastic waste from
reaching the ocean through
rivers at a cost of ¥4 crore.
The waste will be recov-

ered and recyvcled.
Since
Tamil Nadu
faces nu-
merouschal-
lenges, in-
cluding

emission of greenhouse gases,
waterbody encroachments and
air pollution, the government
is planning to restore Sanjeevi
hills in Rajapalayam by remov-
ing invasive species and plant-
ing native trees at a cost of %5
crore. Additionally, waterbod-
ies in Rajapalayam will be re-
stored at a cost of 16 crore.
Thennarasu said abandoned
mines, degraded landscapes
and polluted waterbodies will
be reclaimed to make way for
green spaces and environmen-

tal tourism at a cost of F10
crore. As their first step, the
government will focus on areas
like the mines in Madukkarai.
A sum of T24 crore has been
allocated to expand environ-
mental clubs inschools, organ-
ise nature camps, and conduct
state-level competitions. Infra-
structure to support green
practices, including solar light-
ing, rainwater harvesting, com-
posting units, and plastic-free
zones, will be developed under
Green Schools programme.

Nilgiri Tahr survey begins today, TN mulls captive breeding

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chemai

IN a bid to ensure the long-term
survival of the endangered Nil-
giri Tahr, the state forest de-
partment is considering a cap-
tive breeding programme for
the state animal. With the spe-
cies now largely confined to
two meta-populations in Grass
Hills National Park and Muku-
rthi National Park, officials
view scientific breeding as a
critical conservation strategy.
A comprehensive four-day syn-
chronised survey of the Nilgiri
Tahr will begin on Thursday
across Tamil Nadu and
Kerala.

The survey will use advanced
methods suchas bounded count

and double observer tech-
niques, tailored for both frag-
mented and contiguous habi-
tats nearthe Tamil Nadu-Kerala
border. It also includes threat
assessments, carnivore faecal
sampling and field observa-
tions. Field staff underwent
training from April 15 to 20.
The survey was flagged off
by Supriva Sahu, additional
chief secretary for Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate
Change on Wednesday. It will
cover 176 blocks in the state -
up from 140 last year, owing to
new Tahr sightings -- and 89
blocks in Kerala. “Captive
breeding, backed by scientific
expertise and partnerships
with national and internation-

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 April 2025, p.2

al institutions, is a path we
must explore to ensure the Nil-
giri Tahr's survival,” Sahu
said.

Speakingat the launch of the
survey, Chief Wildlife Warden
Rakesh Kumar Dogra said,
“When I was DFO in Ooty, we
had identified a site for captive
breeding, but the project never

“-; The 2023 synchronised
" survey estimated
Tamil Nadu's Nilgiri
i Tahr population at

« 1,031 | exeess

took off. It is now imperative
that we take up scientific eap-
tive breeding.” He added that
the Advanced Institute of Wild-
life Conservation is currently
assessing habitat suitability.
Experts from IUCN-India,
the Wildlife Institute of India,
and Tamil Nadu Veterinary
and Animal Sciences Univer-

sity are supporting the effort,
which spans 233 sq km from
Ashambu Mottai to Thavalama-
lai. In January, a team in the
Courtallam range of Nellai
wildlife sanctuary recorded di-
rect sightings of the Nilgiri
Tahr in Peyyanar Varaiyattu
Mottai -- the first in decades.
Fresh Tahr pellets collected
from the site are being analysed
for faecal parasites. “The Var-
aivattu Mottai habitat, with its
moist mixed-deciduous forests,
bamboo and teak isideal for the
Tahr, which thrives in grassy,
rugged terrains,” said MG
Ganesan, director of Project
Nilgiri Tahr. “This data will
help us understand the genetic
diversity of the population.”

Mugger crocodile survey on to reduce conflict with humans

The Forest Department is conducting studies to map the population of mugger crocodiles in the wild amid concerns over various instances of human-crocodile conflict in the Cauvery delta region

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu For-
T est Department is
conducting studies

to map the population of
mugger crocodiles in the
wild and reduce human-
crocodile conflict, which
has been reported in sever-
al areas in the Cauvery
delta.

A recent preliminary
study has revealed that Ta-
mil Nadu is home to a large
population of mugger or
marsh crocodiles (Crocody-
lus palustris), the most wi-
despread crocodilian spe-
cies in India, particularly
along the Kollidam, a
stretch of the Cauvery,
with over 50 individuals re-
corded along Anaikarai
alone, according to
researchers.

Critical hal

.4' =

>
As per official data, Tamil Nadu is home to a significant poj

crocodiles in its breeding centres. FILE PHOTO

The findings come amid
concerns over several in-
stances of human-croco-
dile conflict reported in the
Cauvery delta districts and
nearby waterbodies.

A. Kumaraguru, a con-
servation scientist with the
Biodiversity Conservation
Foundation, said it was

challenging to assess the
situation based on isolated
incidents, as there was no
baseline data from regular
surveys of the mugger cro-
codile population. “Base-
line data is crucial to deter-
mining whether there’s a
significant rise or decline
in the population,” he ad-

Source: The Hindu, 14 April 2025, p.9

pui;t\on of mnigger

ded. Phase one of the stu-
dy, conducted by Wildlife
Portal of India, a conserva-
tion organisation in Cudda-
lore district, identified crit-
ical crocodile habitats to
understand the conflict
zones and propose long-
term strategies for habitat
conservation.

‘While the presence of
the species in the Cauvery
delta region has long been
known, this is the first stu-
dy to highlight specific
zones of frequent croco-
dile activity — many of
which fall outside Reserve
Forest areas, and are un-
der the control of the Pu-
blic Works Department
(PWD), making them easily
accessible to the public.

Currently, a significantly
large area is being sur-
veyed, covering a total of
1,000 km. It includes va-
rious waterbodies such as
the Thenpennaiyar and
Veeranam. Numerous cro-
codile sightings have been
reported — 85 live sightings
so far, which is considered
a conservative estimate.
The actual number of cro-
codiles could be even
higher.

As per official data, Ta-
mil Nadu has a significant
population of mugger cro-
codiles in its breeding
centres. The Sathanur
centre is home to 299 cro-
codiles, while Hogenakkal
has 93, and Amaravathi
hosts a population of 82.

According to the report,
the areas identified as “crit-
ical habitats” are also loca-
tions of frequent human
activity, particularly fish-
ing and open defecation.
These activities often coin-
cide with crocodile basking
times, increasing the risk
of encounters.

“Fishing is a major
source of livelihood in the
Cuddalore district, and
many of the fishing zones
overlap with crocodile ter-
ritories,” said Nishanth Ra-
vi, who led the research.
“These conflict hotspots
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pose a serious threat to the
locals as well as the croco-
diles, which are protected
under Schedule I of the
Wildlife Protection Act,
1972,” he added.

Among the key recom-
mendations of the study is
the establishment of an
Emergency Response
Team, equipped to handle
crocodile-related emergen-
cies, in districts such as
Cuddalore. “Crocodiles,
especially during basking
hours, do not distinguish
between prey and hu-
mans. It’s essential to res-
trict general access to
known basking and nesting
sites,” the report said. Mr.
Ravi called for infrastruc-
ture improvements, beha-
vioural change campaigns,
and clear demarcation of
crocodile zones.

The Tamil Nadu govern-

ment had allocated ¥2.5
crore for the establishment
of a Crocodile Conserva-
tion Centre at Anaikarai.
So far, 1 lakh has been
spent on creating aware-
ness, 5 lakh on equip-
ment, and ¥6.5 lakh on re-
search activities, which
include population stu-
dies, breeding site identifi-
cation, and conflict mitiga-
tion planning.

However, the project
faced a setback when it
was found that the origi-
nally proposed land was
under river poromboke
and managed by the PWD.
Additional Chief Secretary,
Environment, Climate
Change and Forests, Supri-
ya Sahu, said an alternative
site had been selected, and
work would begin after le-
gal formalities were com-
pleted.



Synchronised survey reveals steady
rise in vulture population in State

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Forests K. Pon-
mudy on Friday released
the report of the Synchro-
nised Vulture Survey, 2025,
in Tamil Nadu. It revealed a
steady rise in the number of
vultures.

The survey was carried
out in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and Karnataka by the Tamil
Nadu Forest Department,
in coordination with the
Forest Departments of Ker-
ala and Karnataka, an offi-
cial release said.

g ' - R
Atotal of 157 vultures were
recorded in Tamil Nadu.

The survey covered the
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve,
the Sathyamangalam Tiger
Reserve, and the Nellai Wil-
dlife Sanctuary in Tamil Na-

Source: The Hindu, 5 April 2025, p.4

du; the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary in Kerala; and
the Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve, the Biligiri Rangas-
wamy Temple Tiger Re-
serve, and the Nagarhole
Tiger Reserve in Karnataka,
the release said.

A total of 157 vultures
were recorded in Tamil Na-
du, showing an increase in
the vulture population in
the State. The white-
rumped vulture is the most
abundant species (110 indi-
viduals), followed closely
by the long-billed vulture
(31 individuals), the red-

headed vulture (11), and the
Egyptian vulture (5), the
survey said.

The census report was
released in the presence of
Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Environ-
ment, Climate Change, and
Forests Department; Srini-
vas R. Reddy, Principal
Chief Conservator of For-
ests (HoFF); Rakesh Kumar
Dogra, Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests and
Chief Wildlife Warden; and
members of the Tamil Nadu
State-Level Committee for
Vulture Conservation.

Migratory birds in breeding plumage
begin return trip from Chennai wetlands

Oppili P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: More than 14,000
birds continue to inhabit
the Pallikaranaimarshland
and Kovalam creek near
Chennai, say birders moni-
toringtheiractivity. Most of
them are non-breeding indi-
viduals, as those in breed-
ing plumage have already
begun their return journey
tonative habitats.
Themajority of birds ob-
served in these wetlands are
waders. Kovalam creek has
hosted species such as little
stint, greenshank, common
redshank, slender-billed
gull, brown-headed gull,
wood sandpiper, common
sandpiper, greater crested
tern, greater flamingo, and
various types of plovers.
Meanwhile, the Pallika-
ranai marshland currently
shelters wagtails, stints,
sandpipers, and a few duck

KVRKThirunaranan — hirds  develop breeding
plumage and prepare forthe
return journey.

World Migratory Bird

HOME BOUND: Citrine wagtails at Pallikaranai marshland

species. As the migration
season gradually draws to a
close, birders are closely ob-
serving patterns and track-
ing the presence of remain-
ing bird populations.
KVRKThirunaranan, a
prominent birder, said the
Pallikaranai marshlandisa
critical stopover for migra-
tory birds, many of which

Source: The Times of India, 21 April 2025, p.4

arrive from northern lati-
tudes. These birds build up
fat reserves to sustain them
through long migratory
flights to tropical countries
like India. Upon arrival,
they seek habitats with ade-
quate food, water, and suita-
ble environmental condi-
tions. Once they regain en-
ergyandnutrition, the male

Day is observed annually on
the second Saturday of May
and Oct. Theday raises glob-
al awareness about the
threats faced by migratory
birds, their ecological role,
andtheimportanceof inter-
national collaboration in
their conservation. This
year’s theme is ‘Creating
Bird-Friendly Cities and
Communities’, according to
Thirunaranan.

Currently, itisestimated
that 90% of migratory birds
that visited various sites in
and around Chennai have
already returned to their
native habitats. By the end
of April, the remaining
birds found in local water
bodies are also expected to
begin their homeward mi-
gration.
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Two T.N. bird sanctuaries
will be part of ICMR study
to track zoonotic diseases

The inter-Ministerial, first-of-its-kind study will be carried out at select sanctuaries and wetlands in

Sikkim, Maharashtra, and TN. to monitor health of human populations and migratory bird species

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

amil Nadu is among
T three States taking

part in a first-of-its-
kind study led by the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) to build a
surveillance model for
tracking zoonotic diseases
in increased bird-human
interaction settings, such
as sanctuaries.

The study, announced
on Friday at the ICMR
headquarters in New Del-
hi, will be carried out at se-
lect bird sanctuaries and
wetlands across Sikkim,
Maharashtra, and Tamil
Nadu using the One Health
approach to monitor the
health of human popula-
tions and migratory bird
species, and the environ-
ment they share, a release
from the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare said.

In Tamil Nadu, the stu-
dy will be conducted at the
Point Calimere bird sanctu-
ary in Nagapattinam and
Vaduvur bird sanctuary in
Tiruvarur. It is expected to
begin in May. India is an
important stop on the Cen-
tral Asian migratory bird
flyway, making bird sanc-
tuaries potential hotspots
for transmission of zoonot-
ic diseases. Workers in
these sanctuaries are par-
ticularly at risk due to their

Detailed assessment: The Point Calimere bird sanctuary in

Nagapattinam and Vaduvur bird sanctuary in Tiruvarur have been

selected for the study.

proximity to wild and mi-
gratory birds. This project,
involving  collaboration
between multiple Minis-
tries, including the Minis-
try of Environment, For-
ests and Climate Change,
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, and the
Ministry of Agriculture will
establish an early warning
system for  zoonotic
spillovers.

The primary objective is
to develop a real-time sur-
veillance system to detect
zoonotic diseases in bird
sanctuary workers and re-
sidents living near the
sanctuaries, the Health Mi-
nistry has said. Two ex-
perts from Tamil Nadu — N.
Gopalan, Professor at the
Department of Epidemiol-
ogy and Public Health,
Central University of Tamil
Nadu, Tiruvarur; and J.
Pandiyan, an Associate

Source: The Hindu, 6 April 2025, p.8
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Professor at the Depart-
ment of Zoology and Wil-
dlife Biology, AVC College,
Mayiladuthurai — present-
ed the implementation
plan for Tamil Nadu at
ICMR on Friday.

Mr. Pandiyan said that
blood and sputum samples
would be collected from
humans and ectoparasites,
cloacal swabs, tracheal
swabs and, if necessary,
blood droplets, from birds.
“These samples will be
tested for viruses and bac-
teria. If any samples test
positive, molecular screen-
ing will be done to identify
the specific pathogens,” he
added.

“What makes this study
unique is that migratory
birds will also be screened
— which will provide in-
sights into the movement
patterns of zoonotic dis-
eases. Wild birds are often

considered reservoirs, sen-
tinels, and spreaders of
pathogens. Through this
study, we will gain a deep-
er understanding of inte-
ractions between birds,
their environment and
nearby human popula-
tions,” he added. Accord-
ing to the Union Health Mi-
nistry, workers in bird
sanctuaries and residents
in the surrounding areas
would be the primary par-
ticipants, and individuals
would be approached for
written consent before
they are included in the se-
roprevalence study.

Soumya Swaminathan,
chairperson of MS Swami-
nathan Research Founda-
tion, said the study was a
good start. “What we really
need to understand is
which viruses are circulat-
ing among birds and ani-
mals, as many of them
have the potential to jump
to humans. For example,
the H5NI strain is currently
spreading among cattle
farms in the U.S. So, this is
one we must keep an eye
on,” she said.

She stressed the impor-
tance of monitoring zoo-
notic infections owing to
the health risks they pose
and the economic damage
they can cause. “This kind
of long-term monitoring
study across species is im-
portant,” she said.



Chennai River Restoration Trust to revive
12 waterbodies across the State: K.N. Nehru

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A total of 12 waterbodies
across Tamil Nadu have
been taken up for restora-
tion, rejuvenation, and de-
velopment with parks, Mi-
nister  for  Municipal
Administration and Water
Supply K.N. Nehru said in
the Assembly on Tuesday.

The Chennai River Res-
toration Trust (CRRT),
which undertook the
Adyar project, will restore
the 12 major waterbodies
across Tamil Nadu, he said,
replying to a query by DMK
MLA M. Varalakshmi
(Chengalpattu).

During the Question

=

Referring to biomedical waste being dumped into the Kolavai lake in Chengalpattu district, Mr. Nehru

said the district administration had placed a request with the Railways in this regard. FILE PHOTO

Hour in the House, Ms. Va-
ralakshmi asked whether
the government would
take steps to prevent sew-
age from being let into the
Ninnakkarai lake in Marai-
malai Nagar in the Chen-
galpattu constituency.

Source: The Hindu, 23 April 2025, p.8

Listing the various steps
being undertaken to clean
waterbodies in Chengal-
pattu district, Mr. Nehru
said once these were com-
pleted, the sewage flow in-
to the waterbody would be
stopped.

Referring to biomedical
waste being dumped into
the Kolavai lake in Chengal-
pattu district, the Minister
said the district adminis-
tration had placed a re-
quest with the Railways in
this regard.

Steel bridges on way to Sathuragiri Hills to prevent flash flood tragedies

HARINI M @ Virudhunagar

one or two months.

MEK Stalinannounced aZ8-crore

IT'S quite a trek to reach the fa-
mous Sundara Mahalingam
Swamy Temple situated on top
of the Sathuragiri Hills, with
the fear of flash floods only
adding to the woes, But it won’t
be an uphill struggle for the
devotees in near future, accord-
ing to HR&CE officials, as walk-
ing the long and tiring distance
will be made easier with the
likely coming of seven steel
bridges across streams along
the seven-km trekking path
which will also keep the fear of
potential flash floods at bay.

Hindu Religious and Char ita-
ble Endowments (HR&CE) of-
ficials told TIVIE that forest
clearance for the project is in
its final stages and once ap-
proved it will pave the way for
the construction to begin.

M Karthik, Joint Commis-
sioner, HR&CE, told TNIE that
they anticipate the clearance
process to be completed within

“Once we receive the clear-
ance, bridge construction will
commence and is expected to
be completed within six tonine
months. The bridges will be
able to withstand heavy rain-
fall and animal movement,” he
said.

The temple is accessible via
three trekking entry points
from the foothills of Sathura-
giri - Thaniparai in Virudhu-
nagar district which involves a
seven-km trek, Valaithoppu in
Madurai (four and a half-km
trek)and Varusanadu in Theni
(14-km trek). Along the way, the
devotees have to cross seven
streams to reach the temple. On
regular days, water in these
streams is about one to
one-and-a-half feet deep. But
during heavy rain, it can rise
up to seven feet, causing flash
floods that may take at least
two days to subside.

Official data reveal that since
2012 there have been at least 18
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flash flood incidents in the
streams which had left 11,740
devotees stranded and resulted
in the deaths of 10 pilgrims.
The most devastating incident
occurred in 2015, when eight
devotees died in a sudden
flood.

“In response, authorities put
a cap on pilgrimages to four
days a month - on new moon,
full moon, and ‘pradosham’

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 April 2025, p.2

TEN Vol. 11 Issue 4 | April 2025 | Page 47

days - and im-
posed additional

restrictions based
on weather forecasts. Still, sud-
den unseasonal rain continues
to pose a challenge,” an HR &
CE official said.

“Besides devotees, many
tourists also visit the temple,
and there is a sense of fear
among the trekkers because of
flash flood incidents. There has

Since 2012 there have been at least 18 flash flood incidents
which had left 11,740 devotees stranded | express

been a long-standing demand
for a safe pathway for them dur-
ing the climb,” said B Kand-
hasamy, a devotee from
Rajapalayam.

To mitigate such risks, the
HR&CE department had pro-
posed building steel bridges
across the vulnerable
stretches.

During the 2022-23 state As-
sembly session, Chief Minister

allocation for infrastructure
improvement at Sathuragiri,
located within the Saptur Re-
serve Forest, including the con-
struction of the bridges to pre-
vent flash tlood tragedies.

Following this announce-
ment, tenders were floated and
HR&CE officials sought forest
clearance from the state gov-
ernment, and wildlife clear-
ance from the Union ministry
“Of the seven streams, four —
including Palamarathu Karup-
pasamy odai , Vellai paraai odai
and Sundaramahalingam tem-
ple odai- are under HR&CE’s
jurisdiction, while the remain-
ing three - Mangani odai,
Ezhumbu odai and Sangi-
likaruppu odai- are under the
control of the forest depart-
ment,” the official added.

In addition to the bridges,
five handrails will also be in-
stalled along the steep stretches
to assist devotees during the
climb.



Culling of wild pigs could disturb
predator-prey ratio, says report

Expert study recommends exploring non-lethal methods to manage the escalating conflict

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

WHILE the Tamil Nadu forest
department has procured weap-
ons and begun preparations for
hunting wild pigs, conserva-
tionists warn that the move
might disturb the predator-
prey ratio. Tamil Nadu has set
up Wild Pig Hunting Guide-
lines at zoning areas near for-
ests—Zone-A (up to 1 km) bans
hunting, Zone-B (1-3 km) re-
quires capture and release, and
Zone-C (bevond 3 km) allows
hunting.

However, a new study by the
Advanced Institute for Wildlife
Conservation (AIWC) recom-
mends exploring non-lethal
methods to manage the escalat-
ing conflict.

The report, detailing 3,331
conflict incidents, reveals that
wild pigs are a growing chal-
lenge, with 94.4% of cases tied
to crop damage, 0.39% to hu-
man deaths, 4.9% to injuries,
0.1% to livestock losses, and
0.2% to property damage.

The study also shows that
wild pigs target crops like
groundnut (23%) and paddy
(19.9%), with moderate damage
to sugarcane (10%), maize
{9.5%), tapioca (7.82%), banana
{4.6%), and corn (6%). Analys-
ing 50 forest divisions, 40 re-
ported conflicts, with Dhar-
mapuri leading at 20.8%,
followed by Tiruvallur (16.7%).
Moderate incidents oceurred in

TOTAL:

3331

CONFLICT
INCIDENTS

Dharmapuri leading at 2 0.8%
Tiruvallur 16.7 %0

KMTR Ambasamudram { 8.3%% )
Tiruvannamalai { 7. 4%% )

KMTR Ambasamudram (8.3%),
Tiruvannamalai (7.4%), and
Tiruppur(5.1%), while Tiruchy
(0.6%) and Kannivakumari
{0.4% ) saw the least. December
marked the peak conflict
month.

The AIWC opined that the
most efficient strategy to re-

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 April 2025, p.2

Human-wild pig conflict

&

(As per a new study by the Advanced
Institute for Wildlife Conservation)

04.4% (3,117 ) crop damage
0.39% (13 ) human deaths,

" 4.9% (161) injuries,

0.1% (4 ) livestock losses
- 0.2% (6 ) property damage.

" Tiruppur
@ (5.1%0)

+— Tiruchy

(0.6%)

~+ Kanniyakumari

(0.4%)

duce wild pig abundance in-
volves reducing supplementary
anthropogenic food resources
and selectively removing juve-
nile and yearling wild pigs. It
proposes non-lethal mitigation-
like habitat restoration, crop
diversification, and eco-friend-
ly fencing. Dr J Pandiyan, as-
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sociate professor, department
of Zoology and Wildlife Biolo-
gy, said biofencing is one of the
potential mitigation measures
for farmers facing conflicts
with wildlife.

Coimbatore-based environ-
mentalist Mac Mohan said the
government is succumbing to
pressure without conducting
any scientific assessment.
“There is no predator-prey ra-
tio study, wild pig population
assessment is not done, and we
don't even have leopard popula-
tion data. The removal of wild
pigs, an important prey base es-
pecially for leopards, in large
numbers will push big cats into
human areas, which can lead to
fatalities. Let the government
compensate the poor farmers
adequately. For instance, Kera-
la has failed to contain the wild
pig conflict problem, although
rampant culling was carried
out.”

When contacted, a senior for-
est official said adequate pre-
cautions would be taken before
giving hunting permission ina
specific division. As per the
5.0., local committees will be
constituted to assess crop dam-
ages and recommend for either
release of compensation to
farmers or for hunting to juris-
dictional forest range officers.
Permission to shoot the wild
pigs will be granted only in the
most problematic divisions, the
official added.
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TAMIL NAD

TN remains top nesting & foraging ground, shows forest dept survey

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

VULTURE population in Tamil
Nadu and the Nilgiri Biosphere
Reserve (NBR) continues to
rise and it is an incredible
comeback tfrom the verge of ex-
tinction. On Friday, the state
forest department released the
results of the synchronised
vulture survey, and the data
show the population grew from
320 to 390.

Conducted on February 27-28
this vear across 106 vantage
points in Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and Karnataka spanning 4,670
sq km in the NBR, the survey
reveals Tamil Nadu retains its
leadership position when it
comes to vulture conservation
in the region. Tamil Nadu re-
corded 157 vultures, up from
100 in 2022-23 and 152 in 2023-24.
Kerala recorded 125 vultures
and Karnataka 106.

The White-rumped Vulture
{Gvps bengalensis) dominates
the recovery, with 110 counted
in Tamil Nadu and 288 sight-
ings in the NBR. Long-hilled
Vultures (Gvps indicus) fol-
lowed with 31 in Tamil Nadu
and 50 in the NBR, while Red-
headed Vultures (Sarcogyps
calvus) hit 11 and 47, respec-
tively Five juvenile Egyptian
Vultures (Neophron percnop-
terus), listed as endangered,
were recorded in Nellai wild-
life sanctuary in Tamil Nadu.

The most heartening news
for the conservationists is the
first-ever Red-headed Vulture

nest documented in south In-
dia in Masinagudi range of
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
{MTR), a rare win for the
species.

Overall, 75 active nests were
recorded in NBR, of which
MTR in Tamil Nadu reported
54 active White-rumped nests,
supporting 108 adults and 30

03 POPULATION OF VULTURES »
IN TAMIL NADU

chicks.

This resurgence is tied di-
rectly to Tamil Nadu’s crack-
down on Diclofenac, a veteri-
nary drug linked to a 97%
vulture population crash in In-
dia since the 1990s. Enforce-
ment has vielded 104 convic-
tions, while a newer ban on
Nimusulide, another harmful

—
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‘White-umped Vulture  Long billedVulture Red headed Vuture  EgyptianVulture Himalayan Vulture
VULTURE SPECIES

COMPARISON OF VULTURES AMONG SOUTHS
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Source: The New Indian Express, 5 April 2025, p.4
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NSAID (non-
steroidal anti-in-
flammatory drug),
has sparked 10 cases and
five pharmacy licence suspen-
sions. In 2022, Chief Minister
MK Stalin had set up a dedicat-
ed State-Level Committee for
Vulture Conservation, which
paired policy with tools like
camera traps and satellite
tracking to monitor popula-
tions and nesting sites.

Supriva Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Environment,
Climate Change and Forests
Department, told TNIE that
the committee had recently
taken an important decision to
leave elephant carcasses for
scavenging, which is a safe food
source for vultures compared
to carcasses of domestic
cattle.

S Bharathidasan, member of
the committee and co-founder
of NGO Arulagam, said the
Tamil Nadu forest department
should consider GPS tagging
some of the vultures to have
better insight.

He said, “Sathvamangalam
{Erode) is turning out to be an
equally potential area for vul-
ture population. If its popula-
tion is confined to MTR alone,
we are always running a high
risk of species extinction in
the event of anv disease out-
break or other disasters.”



Ruddy Shelducks pop in on Pallikaranai marshland after 12 years

Oppili.p@timesofindia.com
Chennai: Bird watchers

K V R K Thirunaranan

ranan, who led the census
team, the marshland cur-

of migratory birds, he said.
The census revealed a di-

census recorded the pres-
ence of Greater Spotted Ea-

were thrilled to spot a pair rently supports nearly verse array of migratory gle, Booted Eagle, Western
of Ruddy Shelducks at Pal- 20,000 birds, includingmore  ducks, including Garganey, Marsh Harrier, and Orien-
likaranai marshland dur- than 65 migratory species. Eurasian Wigeon, North- tal Honey Buzzard, high-

ing the recently concluded
wetland bird census, mark-
ing their first recorded ap-
pearance there in13 years.
This rare sighting adds
to the significance of the
marshland, which remains
a crucial habitat for migra-
tory and resident birds. Ac-
cording to K VR K Thiruna-

-

=

RARE SIGHTING: Ruddy Shelducks at Pallikaranai marshland

Chennai district forest
officer V A Saravanan said
in January this year Pallik-
aranai recorded 60,234
birds; last month, there
were 36,751 birds, and in
March, there were 18,145
birds. This indicates rich-
ness of the marshland,
whichisin the Asian flyway

ern Pintail, Northern Shov-
eler, and Pied Avocet. Wag-
tails were also present in
good numbers. These spe-
cies make their way to Pal-
likaranai from distant re-
gions, relying on its ecosys-
tem for sustenance and
breeding.

Beyond waterfowl, the

lighting diversity of preda-
tory birds utilizing the mar-
shland for hunting and nest-
ing. Despite urbanization
pressure, Pallikaranai re-
mainsoneof thelastsignifi-
cant wetland ecosystems in
Chennai, serving as a win-
tering ground for thou-
sands of birds.

Source: The Times of India, 1 April 2025, p.4

In 2024, Chennai Recorded 2,844 Incidents Of Reptiles Being Removed From Residential Areas. Yet
Across State, Most Operations Are Carried Out Without Legal Sanction Or Trained Personnel

Snake rescues: Do
they help or harm?

S Paulraj

f all the human-wildlife
conflicts in India, en-
counters with snakes
are the most common,
affecting nearly 50,000
people annually. Yet, attention is
largely focused on conflicts in-
volving larger animals such as
elephants and big cats, which oc-
cur far less frequently. Elephants,
cobras and rat snakes hold equal
conservation value, as they are
all listed under Schedule I of the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

In big cities such as Chennai
and Coimbatore, snake rescues
from human habitations are a dai-
ly occurrence. In Chennai, there
were 2,844 recorded snake encoun-
ters in 2024, according to data from
the wildlife warden. Rescuing
snakes that have entered human
settlements is seen as a service
that protects people and animals,
which is why NGOs and animal
enthusiasts volunteer to do so. But
many are unaware of the legal and
technical issues involved.

Legally, only forest department
staff or their approved agencies
or people can rescue wildlife, in-
cluding snakes. In TN, no person
or agency has approval from the
chief wildlife warden for trapping
or rescuing wild animals. Only
the chief wildlife warden has the
authority to permit such actions
under the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972.

The Act includes two sections
that permit the hunting of wild
animals. Hunting is defined as cap-
turing, killing, poisoning, snaring
or trapping, and any attempt to do
so. Section 11(2) states that killing
or wounding a wild animal in good
faith for self-defence or to protect
another person is not an offence.

Does trapping a snake in a
residential area qualify as self-
defence? The term ‘defence’ is not
defined in the Act and must be in-
terpreted through the Bharatiya
Nyaya Samhita, which states that
an act done in the exercise of the
right to private defence is not an
offence. However, it also stipulates
that the force used must be neces-
sary, reasonable and proportionate
to threat.

The act must be proportionate
to the foreseeable danger. Apply-
ing this definition, it is difficult
to justify hunting a snake as self-
defence, since snakes rarely at-
tack unless provoked. Also, 60% of
snakes are non-venomous, making
the claim of self-defence inapplica-
ble in most cases. This indiserimi-
nate killing has led to a sharp de-
cline in snake populations.

There is a need for safe removal
and release of snakes that enter
human habitation into suitable
wild habitats. The Wildlife Protec-

Cobras formed the
majority of venomous
snakes encountered
in Chennai

(Data from Wildlife
warden, Chennai)

g

Tongs are used by amateurs.

5 as they seem to make it easier.
and safer for the handler, but
can cause internal injuries to

snakes; (inset) experienced

rescuers use a specially

designed kit with cotton bags
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tion Act provides for this under
Section 12(bb)(i), which permits
translocation of any wild animal
to an alternative habitat, with the
permission of the chief wildlife
warden. It remains the only legal
means for the safe disposal of such
snakes.

A majority of people see any
snake — venomous or non-ven-
omous — as a threat or nuisance.

IN INDIA, MAN-SNAKE
CONFLICTS AFFECT
50,000 PEOPLE A YEAR.
YET, ATTENTION IS
FOCUSED ON
CONFLICTS INVOLVING
LARGER ANIMALS
THOUGH THEY ARE
LESS FREQUENT

Source: The Times of India, 2 April 2025, p.6

But since all snakes are protected
under the wildlife protection act,
it is the responsibility of the forest
department to ensure their safety.
Mere implementation of the act
is not enough. Snake Killings, espe-
cially in remote areas, are common,
but offences are rarely booked. The
forest department needs to develop a
scientific approach to protect snakes
from human threats. Currently,
there is no clearly defined protocol
for handling snakes that enter hu-
man habitations. Recently, the Chen-
nai Snake Park Trust conducted a
state-level workshop on safe han-
dling of snakes and snake bites for
NGOs involved in rescue operations
across Tamil Nadu. No agency, not
even the fire and rescue services, is
legally approved by the chief wildlife
warden to carry out snake rescues.
In some areas, local forest of-
ficers engage volunteers for res-

cue operations, but it is unclear
whether they follow legal proce-
dures and scientific methods.

For instance, tongs are used by
amateurs, including fire and rescue
staff, as they seem to make it easier
and safer for the handler. But their
‘use can cause internal injuries to the
snakes, leading to death after release.

Trained rescuers use two hand-
crafted hooks — one 36 inches and
the other 16 inches — allowing for
safe handling of snakes of various
sizes, It also includes a 36-inch bag-
ger frame, used with cotton bags to
enable safe transfer without direct
contact. Two thick cotton bags,
one large and the other small,
each with double-stitched edges
are part of the kit. These bags are
strong enough to restrain larger
species, including pythons and
king cobras up to 10ft long.

Some time ago, the TN forest
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department instructed the fire
and rescue services to refrain
from snake rescues as handling
was crude. But considering it is
an emergency service, the depart-
ment recently organised a work-
shop for fire service personnel,
based on the ‘snake rescue proto-
col’ guidebook developed by the
Chennai Snake Park Trust. The
Trust also conducted awareness
and safe handling workshops for
fire service staff.

Given the frequent snake en-
counters in human habitations
across Tamil Nadu, especially in
rural areas, current rescue servic-
es are not enough. In most cases,
lack of expertise leads to injuries
or fatalities for both humans and
snakes.

For instance, in Chennai,
where a systematic rescue service
is in place, the wildlife warden
registered 2,844 snake rescue and
rehabilitation operations in 2024.
But the fate of the rehabilitated
snakes after release is not known
as there is no post-release survival
study data. If tongs had been used
in the rescue,
most might
have died.

Herpetolo-
gist V Kalaiar-
asan says the
saw-scaled vi-
per; once widely
distributed, is
now becoming
rare. The same
trend is seen with kraits. In Chen-
nai, the percentage of saw-scaled
viper encounters dropped from
9.7% to 3% over the past 10 years,
while krait sightings have fallen
from 13.4% to 5%.

There have been instances,
such as in Tuticorin, where snakes
were released into other residen-
tial areas without informing local
forest officials, leading to public
outery. Improper handling and
relocation by untrained person-
nel effectively amounts to culling
rather than conservation.

The forest department’s field-
level training programme should
include snake conservation, cov-
ering snake identification and
safe rescue methods. Trained and
certified volunteers or NGOs with
expertise in safe snake rescue
should be available at the taluk
level, offering free or paid services
as needed by the department. Each
forest division should have a dedi-
cated helpline to address snake-
related issues. It is also essential
to develop a common snake rescue
protocol for the state.

(The writer is executive

chairman of Chennai

Snake Park Trust)

Email your feedback with
name and address to southpole.
toi@timesofindia.com



State gears up for Nilgiri tahr
survey across 4 divisions

Oppili.p@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu fo-
rest department will launch
its second synchronized Nil-
giri tahrsurvey under Project
Nilgiri tahr from April 24 to
27, expanding both in scale
and scope. Stateforest secreta-
ry Supriya Sahu told TOI that
this year’soperation spans176
survey blocks — up from 140
last year — across 14 forest di-
visions. Newly included areas
such as the Kodaikanal divi-
sion, home to the Ibex Hills,
are key to tracking tahr move-
ment in fragmented habitats.

Timed post-birthing sea-
son, the survey aims to record
mothers and young born bet-
ween Dec and Jan. Field te-
ams will use bounded count
and double observer met-
hods, focusing especially on
zones along the TN-Kerala
border. Carnivore scat collec-
tion, parasite load assess-
ments, and detailed threat do-
cumentation are also part of

CRUCIAL EXERCISE: Last year, 1,031 Nilgiri tahrs were counted

TOI

theplan.
Training sessions for
frontline staff began on April

15 and will end on April 20.
Collaborating institutions in-
clude IUCN-India, the Wildli-
fe Institute of India, and Ta-
nuvas. This year’s coverage
extends across 2,000kmof ter-
rain and 233sqkm of tahr ha-
bitat, stretching from Asham-
bu Mottai in Kanyakumari to
Thavalamalai in Gudalur:
Last year, 708 staff trekked

1,878km on foot to record an
estimated 1,031 Nilgiri tahrs
within the state. Including
those in Kerala’s Eravikulam
Park, the population touched
1,878. Mukuruthi and Grass
Hills National Parks together
hosted nearly half of TN’s
tahr, while 41% were in the
Anamalai Hills. A notable
sighting was a tahr at just
270m in Peyyanar Varaiyattu
Mottai, a rare low-altitude re-
cord for this species.

Source: The Times of India, 18 April 2025, p.4

The wait’s over, state reopens its trek routes

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Trek TamilNaduis
back. After a two-month bre-
ak during the forest fire sea-
son, the state’s eco-tourism
programme resumed 23 of its
40trekkingroutes on April16.
Run by the Tamil Nadu Wil-
derness Experiences Corpo-
ration, the initiative picks up
where it left off, offering fresh
trails anda few upgrades.

Among the treks, Gudiy-
am Caves in Tiruvallur draws
crowds, especially IT profes-
sionals. Another easy trek in
the Polur range near Tiru-
vannamalai, a four-hour dri-
ve from Chennai, will be rol-
led out soon. The route, lea-
ding to the Kullar Caves, co-
vers 12 km in total. It starts
from a forest checkpost and
wrapsup inaday.

In its debut phase from
Nov 1, 2024, to Feb 14, 2025, ne-
arly 5,000 people participated
in the treks which generated
more than %63lakh in reve-
nue. The initiative, which un-
veiled 40 trekking routes in
its first phase, aims to encou-

SOME TREKS

The Nilgiris
» Longwood Shola (Easy)

» Parsons Valley Trekking
Shed - Mukurthi Hut (Tough)

e <

Coimbatore
> Manambolly (Moderate)

Tiruppur

» Chinnar Checkpost - Kottar
(Easy)

Tenkasi
» Theerthaparai (Easy)

Krishnagiri

» Guthirayan Peak (Tough)

» Biligundulu - Rasimanal

(Moderate)
Salem

» Nagalur - Sanniyasimalai
Peak (Easy)

Tirupattur

» Yelagiri - Swamimalai
(Easy)

Tiruvallur

> Gudiyam Caves Heritage
Trail (Easy)

rage responsible and sustai-
nable trekking while foste-
ring a deeper connection
withnature.

When the programme
was launched in Nov last ye-
ar, nearly 5,000 trekkers had
signed up. It earned more
than 63 lakh in three
months. The programme also
focuses on local engagement
by employing tribal and fo-

Source: The Times of India, 18 April 2025, p.4

rest fringe villagers as trek-
king guides. Around 200 peo-
ple were trained for this pur-
pose.

“All easy treks, including
the Gudiyam caves trail, re-
gister steady bookings. Many
employees of IT companies
and corporate workers have
been booking it. We will im-
prove basic facilities such as
drinking water and restro-

oms there,” said an official.

As many treks began on
April16, Trek Tamil Nadu has
received 120 bookings. “In ac-
cordance with the Tamil Na-
du Forest and Wildlife Areas
(Regulation of Trekking) Ru-
les, 2018, trekking activities
are suspended annually from
Feb 15 to April 15 to mitigate
risks during forest fire sea-
son. With the conclusion of
thefireseason, 23 out of the40
routes are now open for trek-
king. These routes were selec-
ted to ensure safety and offer
enjoyable and educational ex-
periences for trekkers of all
ages,” said an official.

Along with new routes,
Trek Tamil Nadu is trying
new ideas—local mealsonso-
me trails, a range of price op-
tions, agent logins for boo-
kings, and e-certificates for
those who finish. The focus
stays on cutting plastic use
and keeping the carbon foot-
printlow.

Theremainingroutes will
reopen be opened shortly af-
ter a complete assessment of
the forest fire situation on the
ground.
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Social and Economic Services

TN best in jail management, poor in legal aid, says justice report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu continues to be
the best-performing state in the
management of its prisons de-
partment, but poor when it
comes to its police and legal
aid, according to the 2025 India
Justice Report (IJR) released
on Tuesday.

IJR ranks states on delivery
of justice in the country. The
report is prepared in collabora-
tion with Centre for Social Jus-
tice, Common Cause, Common-
wealth Human Rights Initiative,
DAKSH, TISS-Prayas, Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy, and
How India Lives, IJR’s data

} -

Vellore central prison | Feepic

partner.

The 2025 report claimed that
Tamil Nadu prisons retained
their top position from last year

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 April 2025, p.4

No. of murders in TN in
2024 lowest in 12 years

as they had the lowest share of
undertrial prisoners (61.5%),
and one of the lowest occupan-
cy rates (77%) in the country
The state had also increased
the spending per inmate while
reducing staff vacancies in
both cadre and officers, which
is also among the lowest in the
country

Tamil Nadu is among the
three large states to meet the
benchmark of six inmates per
cadre staff, the report said, add-
ing that the vacancy in medical
officers in prisons has risen
significantly, from 12% to 26%.

The report however criti-
cised the performance of TN
police, claiming that in 202122,

there was no utilisation of
modernisation funds given asa
centrally-sponsored scheme
grant with a centre-state ratio
of 60:40. The report claimed
that Tamil Nadu reported no
budget allocation or expendi-
ture for training of police per-
sonnel and that the training
institutes too reduced between
2022 and 2023 from 24 to 9, lead-
ing to a considerable burden in
terms of average number of po-
lice personnel per training
institute.

However, a senior TN police
official said that the statistics
provided in the report were
wrong. “They have reviewed
limited parameters. (Govern-

ment agencies like) NCRB and
BFRD do extensive data colla-
tion which can be relied upon.
Limited studies (like these) suf-
fer alacuna,” the official said.

The report claimed that the
vacancy at the officer level in
state police increased threefold
between the previous two edi-
tions of the report and that the
vacancy was at 28% now.

An area of concern was the
sub-par utilisation, low per cap-
ita spending, 50% vacancies in
district legal services authori-
ty, justone para legal volunteer
per lakh population, and poor
disposal rate of State Legal
Services Authority (SLSA) Lok
Adalats, the report said.

TN project wins
national award

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu recor-

low in 2024, it said. Police credit
this to a multi-layered enforce-
ment strategy that combined

dedasharpdeclineinthenum-  preventive detention, focused
ber of murdersand violentcri-  surveillance, and trial-level in-
mes last year As per the statis-  terventions.

tics released by the state DGP’s Also, the Tamil Nadu poli-
office on Thursday, in 2024 the-  ce held a record 3,645 history-

re were 1,563 murders, which
was the least reported in the

past12 years.

sheeters under preventive de-
tention in 2024. This aggressive
approach marked a sharp rise
from the 1,929 detentions in

2019 and surpassed the num-

CRIME RECORDS bers recorded in 2022 and 2023.
The department also un-

Thedownward trendconti-  dertook a detailed re-categori-

nued into 2025, with 340 mur-
ders being registered in the

sation of rowdy elements ba-
sedon their current activity, re-

first quarter (betweenJanand  ducing the number of high-
March), ascomparedto352du-  risk A-plus category and A-ca-
ring the same period last year: tegory offenders by more than

AKey contributortothisre- %. This enabled officers to

duction was the effective con-
tainment of rowdy-related
murders, which hit a six-year

focus on the most dangerous
individuals, the statement sa-
id.

Source: The Times of India, 25 April 2025, p.4

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The World Bank-
aided Tamil Nadu Irrigated
Agriculture Modernization
(TNIAM) project was awar-
ded the Union govt's “Best In-
tegrated Water Resources
Management 2024” by the
Central Board of Irrigation
and Power.

FOR INTEGRATED WATER
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

This recognition was for
its success in enhancing agri-
cultural, livestock, and fishe-
ries production through an
integrated approach across
34  districts, benefiting
13.42lakh acres and increa-
sing the income of more than
151akh farmers.

“The award recognises
the project's effectiveness in
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addressing challenges rela-
ted to water resources and bo-
osting agro-based produc-
tion,” said an official release.
On Friday, chief minister MK
Stalin extended wishes to of-
ficials of TNIAM, as well as
water resources, agriculture,
animal husbandry, and fishe-
ries departments.

The scheme facilitated
significant improvement in
water resource management,
including the rehabilitation
of 2,626 tanks, construction
of 353 check dams, improve-
ment of 5,026 km of irriga-
tion channels, and construc-
tion of 78 artificial recharge
wells, said an official state-
ment.

Furthermore, the project
supported the construction
of 1,854 agricultural ponds
with capacity to store 20.39
lakh cubic metres of water.

Source: The Times of India, 26 April 2025, p.6



TN to ‘drum up’ medley at IP carnival

3 Gl-Tagged
Instruments
From State To
Be Showcased

A.Subramani@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Thanjavur veenai,
Narasingampettai nadaswa-
ram, and Manamadurai pot-
tery (ghatam) — musical in-
struments from TN — will oc-
cupy pride of place atthe Bha-
rath Mandapam in New
Delhi,on April26 when thena-
tion observes World Intellec-
tual Property Day.

A total of 18 musical in-
struments which have been
conferred the GI status so far,
will be reintroduced and

STATE'S SOUND: Narasingampettai nadaswaram (L) and Manamad-
urai pottery (ghatam) to be displayed in New Delhi

showcased on the occasion.
The department for pro-
motion of industry and inter-
nal trade (DPIIT) under the
Union ministry of commerce
and industry is celebrating

Source: The Times of India, 25 April 2025, p.7

World Intellectual Property
Day, themed ‘IP and Music’.
Union minister for com-
merce and industries Piyush
Goel will hand over certifi-
cates and commendations

recognising the contributions
of artisans in getting the pres-
tigious recognition for the tra-
ditional musical instruments,
said [PR attorney P Sanjai
Gandhi, who is the designated
nodal officer for Gl registered
products of Tamil Nadu,
While Manamadurai pot-
tery (ghatam) was given the
GI tag in Nov 2022, nearly two
years after the GI application
was filed, Thanjavur veenai
got it in 2014, though the appli-
cation was filed in 2011. As for
the Narasingampettai nadas-
waram, the application was
filed in 2014, and the GI tag was
given aftereight years, in 2022.
DuringtheIP Dayeventon
Saturday, minister Piyush
Goel is set to hand over GI cer-
tificates for Thovalai Maani-
ka Maalai, Kumbakonam Ve-
trilai, Panruti Palappazham,
Panruti Cashew, Pulivankudi

Acid Lime, Virudhunagar
Sambha Vathal, Chettikulam
Small Onion, Ramanadu
Chithiraikar Rice from Tamil
Nadu to the applicants/regis-
tered proprietors.

The World IP Day has been
observed every year since
2000 to mark the inception of
the WIPO Convention in 1970
withanaimto increase gener-
al understanding of intellec-
tual property. The first year’s
theme in 2001 was ‘Creating
the Future Today’. This year’s
theme is “IP and music: Feel
thebeat of IP” This year'saim
is to celebrate the universal
language of music and high-
lights how intellectual prop-
erty (IP) rights support the vi-
brant and diverse music land-
scape.

Among the annual themes
were women and IP, youth and
IP, [P and SMEs, etc.

CAG audit reveals widespread failure in
enforcement of food safety norms in TN

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The Comptroller
and Auditor General has faul-
ted Tamil Nadu's food safety
department, detailing syste-
mic failures in collecting and
testing samples, enforcing re-
gulations, and prosecuting
violations.

The CAG report, covering
2020 to 2023, said the number
of food samples collected was
low, partly because perfor-
mance targets for food safety
officers were not set until 2023-
24. While the average monthly
samples per officer rose from
2.13 in 2020-21 t019.11 in 2022-23,

the overall average across five
audited districts was just 9.23
samples perofficer—lessthan
one sample a month per offi-
cer.

Further, food analysis re-
ports of 81% of samples were

RESULTS DELAYED

“inordinately delayed”. The
results for nearly 20% of the
62,170 samples were unavailab-
le for six months, some for mo-
re than two years. The CAG
wanted officials held accoun-
table for delays.

Shortages of testingequip-

Source: The Times of India, 30 April 2025, p.4

ment hampered analysis at
two of the state's six food safe-
tylabs, theaudit said. Simulta-
neously, high-end laboratory
equipment valued at 2343 lakh
remained unused, either awai-
ting repair or for lack of staff
to operate them. “On the spot
test” Kkits distributed to dis-
trict offices were found to be
unused or brought into stock
after expiry. Some samples
sent tolabs had tobe discarded
because they expired before
they could be tested.

The report attributed poor
enforcement of the Food Safe-
ty and Standards Act to staff
shortagesrangingfrom33% to
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100%. It also cited delays in
approving prosecutions resul-
ting in cases being dismissed
as time-barred. This, the CAG
stated, also resulted in a back-
logof adjudication casesanda
failure to recover penalties
from violators.

The audit also uncovered
widespread non-compliance
among food businesses. Near-
ly one in four operators in the
audited samples (48 out of 191)
didn’t have registration certi-
ficates, and district offices
lacked data on registered busi-
nesses. The report also found
that a third of slaughterhou-
ses hadn’t renewed licences.
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SUPPLY STRAIN: Farmers in Namakkal say birds are dying because

Soaring temperature
hits Namakkal, egg
production dips 15%

Senthil.Kumaran
@timesofindia.com

Namakkal and it’s hav-

ing an unexpected rip-
ple effect. Egg production
in the district has dropped
by about 15%, with poultry
farmers saying the temper-
atures, hovering between
38°C and 40°C over the past
10 days, have led to a spike
in bird mortality and a de-
cline in feed consumption,
together pushing down
overall egg yields.

The Namakkal zone,
which also includes Salem,
Erode, Tirupur and Coim-
batore, is home to more than
1,000 poultry farms that col-
lectively produce about eight
crore eggs every day. Of these,
state govt procures about 75
lakh eggs for its noon-meal
scheme, while four crore eggs
are supplied to neighbouring
Kerala. About three crore
eggs are exported to interna-
tional markets, including
UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka and
Muscat.

The National Egg Coordi-
nation Committee (NECC) in
this region sets the daily egg
prices. On April 1, the NECC
set the price at 4.65, which
fell to ¥3.95 by April 20, then
rose to 24.10 on April 26, and
now stands at 24.30.

It’s hotter than usual in

“The soaring tempera-
tures are resulting in the
death of egg-laying birds
every day,” says P K Venka-
tachalam, a poultry farmer
and former NECC chairman.
“Birds consume about 110g of
feed a day, but this has
dropped to 90g because of the
heat. The production slump is
affecting local markets and
exports.”

PV Senthil, an egg export-
er, says that despite steady
orders for brown eggs, the
shortage has made it difficult
to meet export demand for
Indian table eggs. Demand too
is rising from the domestic
market.

“When I came to Namak-
kal to buy eggs, merchants
deducted 15p from the NECC
fixed cost as handling charg-
es. But because of the sudden
shortage, getting eggs from
farms has become challeng-
ing,” says M Abdul, an egg
merchant from Malappuram,
Kerala.

Namakkal poultry farm-
ers say they are worried as
egg demand triples from June
15 to July 31 because of the
fishing ban in Kerala. “We are
hoping it stabilises by then,”
says a farmer.

Email your feedback
with name and address
to southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com

Source: The Times of India, 29 April 2025, p.8

Two-wheelers cross 3cr, TN
pushes for green transport
MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The govt in Tamil
Nadu, where two-wheeler
registrations have crossed 3
crore for the first time and
now make up 84% of all vehi-
cles, has announced a shift to-
wards cleaner public trans-
port. It plans to procure 746
new CNG buses, convert an-
other 1,000 diesel buses into
CNG buses and buy 625 elec-
tric buses, which are expect-
ed to hit the roads in July.
CNG buses are not new to
Tamil Nadu, with 21 diesel
buses already converted, in-
cluding one in Chennai. A
study found that CNG buses
reduce operational costs by
around 13% compared to die-
sel, making them more eco-
nomical. Building on this pi-
lot, the state plans to intro-
duce 1,768 CNG buses, which
could save 2116 croreannually
in fuel costs. The shift is also
expected tocut CO:emissions
by around 37,190tonnes each
year, transport minister 8 §
Sivasankar said during
Wednesday’'s assembly ses-
sion. Once deployed, Tamil
Nadu's CNG fleet will be

Project |

Cost (2 in crore)

Upgrade 50 bus termini

— B

Automated vehicle testing %4
stations at five RTOs

360-degree cameras 15
in govt buses

ANPR cameras at h "
checkposts

Driver monitoring I2
systems in buses

about half the size of Delhi’s,
which runs the world’s large-
stfleet.

Following the announce-
ment, opposition members
raised concerns about the
possible privatization of bus
services in Chennai under
the guise of introducing elec-
tric buses. Responding to
this, the minister said that
the gross cost contract (GCC)
model — recommended by
funding agencies — places
operational risks on private
operators since electric mo-
bility is still an evolving sec-
tor. The model, he added, was

Source: The Times of India, 24 April 2025, p.4

chosen to manage costs and
uncertainties while scaling
up green transport initia-
tives.

Besides this, the govern-
ment will be replacing 2,250
normaloveraged diesel buses
to modernize its 20,000
strength bus fleet. However,
the expansion comes amid
mounting  losses,  with
monthly deficits crossing
%566 crore and total loan bur-
den exceeding 720,100 crore.
Experts warn that without
structural reforms, the finan-
cial pressuremay overwhelm
state transport corporations.

Govt reiterates circulars, orders must be issued, signed only in Tamil

TMURUGANANDHAM @Chennai

reiterating that secretaries of all

April 14 also mentions past gov-
ernment orders, reiterating that
THE state government has is-  all government employees must
sued a government order (GO)  mandatorily sign only in Tamil.
The GO assumes significance
departments, collectors, and  since Prime Minister Narendra
heads of departments should is- Modi, speaking at a government
sue all government orders and function in Rameswaram on
cireulars only in Tamil, except  April 6, took a veiled jibe at the
for certain categoriesthatareex-  ruling DMK by saying none of
empted. The order issued on the letters received from Tamil

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 April 2025, p.4

spondence from headquarters of
departments to other depart-
ments and offices should
only be in Tamil.
Ttsaid that the replies

toletters from the public
in Tamil should also be
in Tamil. Tt further said
GOs issued in English
should be translated to

‘amil.

Nadu leaders bear signatures in
Tamil. The PM said if they are
truly proud of their language,
they should at least sign their
names in Tamil.

The GO, issued by V Rajara-
man, secretary of Tamil Devel-
opment and Information Depart-
ment, stated that all notes,
memoranda, letters, office or-
ders, and other forms of corre-

The order referred topast GOs

issued by the department at

least since 1963, indicating

that the state has time

and again issued orders

in this regard, although

they were not followed
strictly in practice.

For instance, a GO is-

sued on December 1, 1971,

which isreferenced in the present
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order, pointed out that a GOwas  relatingtofinancial transactions
issued on March 1,1963 forusing  in treasuries, salaries, ete.; let-
Tamil - the official language - by  ters written to the central gov-
alldepartment headquartersand  ernment, offices in other states
zonal offices with certain excep-  and courts; subjects which deal
tions The 1971 GO also recalled  with highly technical issues, or-
another GO issued on December  ders relating to appeal for legal
27,1969, whichstressedthesame.  issues, communication with for-
It specified the categories for eigninstitutions, embassies, and
which English would continueto  entities which have their com-
be used, which included letters munication only in English.



TN bans mayonnaise

made from raw eggs

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
prohibited the manufacture,
storage, distribution or sale
of mayonnaise prepared
fromraw eggs for a year from
April 8.

A notification from com-
missioner of Food Safety
and Drug Administration R
Lalvena in the state gazette
said mayonnaise, a semi-sol-
id emulsion containing egg
yolk, vegetable oil, vinegar,
and other seasonings served
with food items such as sha-
warma, is a “high food risk”
due to the potential for food
poisoning, especially from
Salmonella bacteria - Salm-
onella typhimurium, Salm-
onella enteritidis, Escheri-
chia coli, and Listeria mono-

Representative Image

cytogenes. The ban is simi-
lar to the one issued against
gutka and pan masala. “It
has come to notice that a
number of food business op-
erators use raw egg for prep-
aration of mayonnaise, im-
proper preparation and stor-
agefacilities, contamination
by microorganisms, which
creates a public health risk,
particularly by Salmonella
typhimurium, Salmonella
enteritidis, Escherichiacoli,
and Listeria monocyto-
genes,” the notification said.

In specific circumstanc-
es, health measures can be
adopted if officials have in-
formation or have identified
the possibility of harmful ef-
fects on health, pending sci-
entific information for a
more comprehensiverisk as-
sessment.

Source: The Times of India, 24 April 2025, p.6

Handbags in Paris,

u. i com

very beginning, our colours

id you know that the sea-

son’s hottest shades in Eu-

ropean fashion often origi-
nate in the sweltering dye rooms
of Indian tanneries, long before
the spotlights of Milan or Paris hit
them?

Every year, experts at the Cen-
tral Leather Research Institute
(CLRI) in Chennai coordinate with
tanneries across India to contrib-
ute to the global colour forecast for
leather and fashion accessories.
Their work feeds into seasonal
colour cards released by trend
agencies such as Modeurop and
Fashion Trend Pool, which even-
tually influence everything from
designer handbags in Paris to
boots in Berlin.

“We work closely with Indian
tanners and guide them on devel-
oping textures and colours that
align with future trends. From the

have been part of the palette. 3
Now, nearly 70% of the shades
‘we suggest make it to the final
card,” says CLRI senior scien-
tist D Suresh Kumar.

These colours are not just
patches on a chart. Once
selected, they are seen
in actual products such
as boots, jackets, hand-
bags and gloves. For
autumn/winter 2025, In-
dia proposed shades such
as mulberry, rosewood,
red and dusty pink, which
now feature in collections
in France, Germany and
Italy.

The colour card is pre-
pared twice a year — for
spring/summer and au-
tumn/winter collections
— starting nearly 10months
in advance. Researchers first pro-

vide guidance on textures and a  DYE HARD:

Source: The Times of India, 1 April 2025, p.5

Govt Has No Data On Contamination Or Infections, No Execution Boadmap

AlTOl

Pushpa.Narayan@timesofindia.com

ow is the state govt going

to implement its ban on

mayonnaise made from

raw eggs? Or will it end

up being a ban on may-
onnaise made even with pasteurised
eggs? No one in govt is clear about
why the ban was imposed now or
how it will be implemented in a fair
manner. The food safety wing of the
health department imposed a one-
year ban citing a series of food safety
lab reports, a ‘strong suspicion’ of
poor manufacturing and storage
practices, and an increase in bacte-
rial infection cases.

The food safety wing does not,
however, have data on the samples
that were contaminated or the num-
ber of people who suffered from in-
fection after eating mayonnaise made
from raw eggs. “We don’t have to wait
for scientific evidence,” said desig-
nated food safety officer (Chennai)
Dr M Jegadish Chandra Bose. Sec
18c of the Food Safety and Standards
Act 2006 says that in specific circum-
stances, provisional risk manage-
ment measures can be taken based on
the assessment of
available informa-
tion even when sci-
entific uncertainty
persists, he said.

“The ban is
not on all mayon-
naise,”  commis-
sioner of Food
Safety and Drug
Administration R
Lalvena told TOL

Commercially
available, branded
mayonnaise is usually made of pas-
teurised eggs  they are heated to a
specific temperature for a set amount
of time, sufficient to kill harmful bac-
teria such as salmonella.

“They are safe and hence exempt-
ed. Vegetarian and vegan mayos that
are made without eggs are allowed,
t0o,” he said.

Food inspectors will lift samples,
send them to the labs for tests, and
book vendors if they are found to

be using may-

YO BAN: Bit more

an govt can chew?

Pasteurisation kills strains of sal-
monella and makes eggs safer to use.
Violations can attract fines and legal
action, including imprisonment.

But how will the 350-0dd food
inspectors keep watch all over the
state?

“Chewable tobacco, including
gutka and pan masala, was banned
in Tamil Nadu. So were pink candies.
It's not difficult to get them,” said R
S John, a chef at a hotel in T Nagar.

A notification from commissioner

Mayo made from raw eggs is
banned. Those made with
pasteurised or processed eggs

are exempt from the ban
R LALVENA, Food safety, Commissioner

they saw street vendors, eateries, and
restaurants prepare large quantities
of raw egg mayonnaise, despite its
short shelf life, and store it at room
temperature. “They don't follow good

ing practices,” Chandra

Itisa onnaise Lalvena, published in the state ga-

“high food risk’ m ade zette, stated that ise, a semi-

due to the potential with solid emulsion containing egg yolk,

food poisoning, r a w vegetable oil, vinegar, and other sea-

especially from Salmonella  eggs.  sonings served with food items such

bacteria - Salmonella as shawarma, is a ‘high food risk’ due

typhimurium, Salmonella to its potential for food poisoning,

Escherichia Prohibits estg?icalfilly from Salmonella bac-

monoc) nes The decision to ban was

U storage, distribution, ;0 after considering in-

AT orsale of mayonnaise 15 from food analysts, ex-

WH, perts in food safety, and doc-
TN-FSSAI ﬂ onglyear tors, he said.

@ Says April§ Food inspectors said dur-

ing inspections across the state

Bose said.

Vendors, however, disagree.
“Mayo is in high demand now. It is
unfair to ban it without adequate
information. Bacterial contamina-
tion can happen in idli batter, meat,
and several other products, too. Even
the water supplied by the govt some-
times contains E coli,” said Thyaga-
rajan R, who runs a sandwich shop
in Alwarpet. “We make our mayo
because store-bought ones are expen-
sive. Most of the time, what we make
doesn't last even for a day,” he said.

Source: The Times of India, 25 April 2025, p.4

LRI's expertise in colour palettes is @ major contributor to the value chain of fashion goods globally
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cialising in cow, goat or sheep
leather develop and submit sam-
ples using these cues.

These are curated into three
themed colour groups. For the up-
coming autumn-winter 2026-27
season, CLRI sent 331 proposals.
Of these, 27 shades — nine per
group — are selected at an inter-
national forum, often held in Ger-
many, where India is a key par-
ticipant. These go on to form the
official Modeurop colour card.

While the colour card is cre-
ated to align with international
trends and prevent losses, the im-
pact goes beyond leather. Makers
of synthetic materials, threads
and accessories in India also align
their production with these col-
ours to ensure aesthetic consist-
ency in export goods minimising
waste and improving efficiency.

Designers use actual leather
samples to fine-tune hues. “Red

Mayonnaise is a thick, creamy condiment
‘made from a stable emulsion of oil, egg
yolk, and an acid, typically vinegar or
lemon juice. Seasonings like mustard, salt,
and pepper are often added for flavour

TRADITIONAL MAYO
Made by slowly whisking oil into egg
yolks, using the lecithin in the yolks as
an emulsifier to create a stable blend
VEGETARIAN
Made without eggs, using alternative
emulsifiers such as milk proteins,
starches, or gums to achieve thickness
and stability
VEGAN MAYO
Uses plant-based emulsifiers like
aquafaba (chickpea liquid), soy protein,
starches, and gums to emulsify oil and a
liquid base. Contains no eggs or dairy

Health Risks ~ §
of Mayonnaise

It comes with potential health risks due to
its composition and preparation methods

HIGH IN CALORIES AND FAT [o:1lJ (358
high in fat, particularly if consumed in large
quantities, can contribute to weight gain and
potentially increase the risk of conditions
associated with high fat intake.

q N Z};I EIZ 153 Refined vegetable oils
that are high in omega-6 fatty acids used. An
imbalance of omega-3 and omega-6 fatty
acids in the diet may be linked to
inflammation. Some may also contain
saturated and trans fats
Raw eggs carry arisk
of foodborne illness, particularly from
Salmonella bacteria, if the eggs are not
pasteurized or if proper hygiene and storage
are not maintained. Improper storage and
cross-contamination can also lead to the
growth of other harmful bacteria like

ichia coli and Listeria
Some
varieties may contain preservatives,
additives, and added sugars

boots in Berlin ... the colours come from India

tentative palette. Tanneries spe-

will always be there, but its tone
whether brighter for summer or
deeper for winter keeps evolving,”
says Kumar.

While the card is global, CLRI
offers it at subsidised rates to In-
dian manufacturers, helping ex-
porters keep pace with interna-
tional demands. “Most of our ex-
ports go to Europe and the US, so
aligning with these markets is
vital,” adds Kumar. After the end
of every season, manufacturers
receive feedback on top selling
colours and products.

The Indian leather industry is
one of the top 10 foreign exchange
earners. In 2023-24, India exported
footwear, leather, and leather prod-
ucts worth US$4.69 billion, with
the United States accounting for
19% of the exports, followed by
Germany (11%), the UK (9%), Ita-
ly (7%), and France (5%). Tamil
Nadu is one of the major produc-
tion centres in the country.




Poondi dam set to become eco adventure tourism hotspot

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Looking for a quick
escape from the city’s chaos?
Just a couple of hours from
Chennai, Poondi dam is set to
transform into a serene vet
thrilling eco-adventure geta-
way, as Tamil Nadu Tourism
Development  Corporation
(TTDC) rolls out plans for
glamping stays, nature trails,
and adrenaline-packed activi-
ties.

The TTDC floated tenders
toselecta firm for the develop-
ment, setting up, operation,
and maintenance of adventu-
re and eco-camping activities
at Poondi dam in Tiruvallur
district, on a revenue-sharing
basis. The move is part of
TTDC’s broader initiative to
promote eco-camping and ad-

FILEPHOTO

GETAWAY: Tamil Nadu Tourism Development Corporation plans

e

nature trails and adrenaline-packed activities at Poondi dam

venture tourism across state.
“We envision a new era in
outdoor tourism that caters to
both domestic and internatio-
nal tourists seeking adrenali-
ne-pumping experiences. The
project will encourage low-
impact travel, with thought-

Source: The Times of India, 17 April 2025, p.2

fully designed facilities that
enrich the visitor experience
while preserving the site’s na-
tural beauty,” said an official
from the tourism department.

Officials said adventure
and nature lovers can look for-
ward to a variety of activities,

including ziplining, kaya-
king, rock climbing, hiking,
and even ATV rides.

“We are also planning uni-
que accommodation options
such as glamping huts, A-
frame cottages, tree houses,
Swiss tents, eco-pods, and mo-
re. These offerings are desig-
ned tosuitawiderange of tas-
tes — from rugged adventu-
rers to those who prefer com-
fort with a view,” the official
added.

Beyond recreation, the ini-
tiative is expected toempower
local communities by increa-
sing tourist footfalls in lesser-
known destinations, creating
employment opportunities,
and encouraging entreprene-
urship in sectors such as ho-
spitality, food services, and to-
ur operations.

“This holistic model ensu-

res that tourism development
translates into tangible eco-
nomic benefits for the region.
This isjust the first step — we-
re already planning further
improvements. Once footfall
increases, we will take public
feedback and expand ameniti-
es accordingly,” said Tiruval-
lur district collector M Prat-
hap.

Sources said that in 2023,
Minister for handlooms, han-
dicrafts, textiles and khadi R
Gandhi, laid the foundation
stone for a park and restau-
ranton3.5acresof land in Sat-
hurangapettai, Movur village
near the Poondi reservoir
“The water resources depart-
ment and tourism depart-
ment gave the clearances. The
work is currently being carri-
ed out by tourism depart-
ment,” said an official.

TN univ Bills now law without guv’s nod
4 Days After

Supreme
Court Verdict

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Four days after the
Supreme Court delivered a
landmark verdict specifying
timeframe for governors to
clear Bills sent and resent by
the state assemblies, the last
legal hurdles in the appoint-
ment of vice-chancellors to 10
stateuniversitiesin Tamil Na-
du were removed when the
state govt notified all the 10
laws in one go late on Friday
night.

This is the first time a Bill
became a law following the di-
rect approval of the Supreme
Court, which invoked Article
142 of the Constitution to en-
sure complete justice, and cle-
ared the pending Bills from
theday they wereresubmitted

TN Fisheries University
(Amendment) Act, 2020 | The bill
sought to change the institute’s
name to Tn Dr J Jayalalithaa
Fisheries University and give the
state govt the powers of
inspection and inquiry. A govt
nominee would be included in
the panel for selecting V-Cs

TN Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University
(Amendment) Act, 2020 | It
wanted the power of inspection
and inquiry to rest not with the
chancellor but the state govt

TN University Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2022 | It
sought to empower the govt to
appoint (and remove) the vice-
chancellor of state universities

(except the University of
Madras), instead of the
Governor

TN Dr Ambedkar Law University
(Amendment) Act, 2022 | This
also sought to empower the
state govt to appoint the
institute’s vice-chancellor

TN Dr MGR Medical University
(Amendment) Act, 2022 | Sought
to give the govt the power to
appoint or remove the vice-
chancellor

TN Agricultural University
(Amendment) Act, 2022 | The bill
empowered the govt to appoint
the institute’s vice-chancellor.
TN Universities Laws (Second
Amendment) Act, 2022 | It
sought to bring amendments to

university laws to make the
finance secretary a syndicate
member for 10 state universities
(except University of Madras,
Mother Teresa Women'’s
University, and Tamil Nadu
Teachers Education University)

Tamil University (Second
Amendment) Act, 2022 |
Empowers the state to appoint
the vice-chancellor

TN Fisheries University
(Amendment) Act, 2023 |
Empowers the state to appoint
the vice-chancellor

TN Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University
(Amendment) Act, 2023 |
Empowers the state to appoint
the vice-chancellor

to the TN governor’s office.
The Bills have been deemed to
have been approved by the go-
vernor due to this apex court
intervention.

These Acts empower the

Source: The Times of India, 13 April 2025, p.4

state govt to appoint the vice-
chancellors to state universi-
ties and also give the govt po-
wers to remove vice-chancel-
lors on the grounds of wilful
omission or refusal to carry

out the provisions of the law
or abuse the powers vested in
them. The nomination of
members to the senate and
syndicate, besides academic
councils of universities, will
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also become the sole preroga-
tive of the state govt hence-
forth.

“History has been made as
these are the first Acts of any
legislature in India to have ta-
ken effect without the signa-
ture of the governor or the
President but on the strength
of the judgment of the Supre-
me Court,” DMK MP and se-
nior advocate P Wilson said.

“All the hurdles to the ap-
pointment of vice-chancel-
lors to state universities are
now removed. They will be ta-
ken to a new level under the
chancellorship of the state,”
he further said. As many as
ten of 22 state-funded univer-
sities are functioning without
vice-chancellors.

An AIADMK era Bill,
which seekstorenamethesta-
te fisheries university after
former chief minister Jayala-
lithaa isoneamongthel0Bills
to become an Act. It had been
pending for more than four ye-
ars with the Tamil Nadu go-
vernor’s office.



No free power for farmers with off-grid solar pumpsets

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The TN Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Ltd
(TNPDCL) has directed its
field officers to reject both
new and pending applica-
tions for free electricity ser-
vice for farming and related
activities if the applicant al-
ready possesses an off-grid
solar-powered pump set for
irrigation.

Since 2021, the state govt
has provided 1.69 lakh free
electricity connections to
farmers. Yet, approximately
3lakh farmers are still await-
ing this service, with some
applications dating back as
far as10 years.

In anticipation of eventu-
ally receiving free electricity,
many farmers said they have
either independently in-
stalled off-grid solar pump
sets or done so through govt

FREE POWER FOR TN FARMERS

HISTORY

Initiated | 1989-90 by then chief
Minister M Karunanidhi
Vision | To uplift the livelihood
of struggling farming
communities

CURRENT REACH

Number of Connections |
Approximately 23.56 lakh
agricultural service
connections.

Total Connected Load |
1.8 crore HP

COST TO THE STATE
(ANNUAL)

Total Allocation | 77,280 crore
allocated in the agriculture
budget this year

Payment to | Tangedco
(Tamil Nadu Generation and
Distribution Corporation
Limited - the state-owned
power distribution
company)

Average Cost per Connection |
Approximately 230,000 per year

subsidies, while others rely
ondiesel-powered pumps.
Arecent memorandum is-
sued by the director of
TNPDCL instructs field offi-
cers not to consider new or
pending applications for free
electricity service (under the
LT-IV category) from farm-
ers who already have standa-

Source: The Times of India, 12 April 2025, p.8

lone off-grid solar-powered
pump sets, regardless of
whether these were erected
through their own invest-
ment or with financial as-
sistance from any govt
agency.

TNPDCL has stipulated
that such applicants can on-
ly opt for the LT-IIIA(1) cate-

gory, which is intended for
cottage and micro industries.
This category incurs a tariff
of Z4.8 an unit for the first 500
units and ¥6.95 an unit for us-
age beyond that, in addition
to fixed charges of 7150 a KW
of connected load.

A further condition re-
quires applicants to provide
anundertaking that they will
not seek free electricity ser-
vicein the future.

P. Muthusamy, former di-
rector of the TN Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(TNERC) criticised the mem-
orandum on three grounds.

Firstly, he argues that Sec-
tion 43 of the Electricity Act
2003 mandates that TNPDCL
provide electricity supply up-
on application from any
premises occupier, thus lack-
ing the authority to deny
agricultural service.

“TNERC candecide on the

City gets off uses, hops on |ke§

WHY THE DECLINE?
» Lack of inter-modal connectivity
> Slower bus speeds

> No amenities in bus terminus

> Poor bus shelters

> Lack of bus frequency

> Lack of connectivity in added
areas

MTC FLEET SIZE
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MTC Users Dip From 26% To 18% In 15 Years, Two-Wheeler Usage Up

[ 3

Passengers per | Fleet utilisation

day 32 lakh
83.92%
o

Omijasvin.MD@timesofindia.com

hennai’s buses are losing
their riders. Long waits,
crumbling stops and
packed buses have
pushed people to look
elsewhere — and they’ve found two-

Current Average
MTC fleet age of bus
kXYL | 738years  wheelers.

A World Bank-CUMTA study
published in March shows just how
far the city’s buses have fallen out of
favour. In 2008, MTC's share in city
commutes was 26%. By 2023, that
share dropped to 16%. Meanwhile,
two-wheeler usage jumped from 25%
to 37.5% during the same period.
Even autos, taxis and shared rides
gained ground, moving from 4% to
7%. The railways didn’t fare so well,

Experts and urban planners
blame it on unreliable bus services,
an ageing fleet, and poor last-mile

“We cannot keep widening roads

more vehicles as

Chennai's bus network spans
around 1,730km across Sll) MTC
routes dropping from 5% t0 3.9%.
Cityalsohas | 08im covered
54km of by suburban rail ng
operational and MRTS COnnCCllVltY-
metro rail networks
MTC to procure 600 electric

buses this year
To add another 600 next year

pa(,e is limited. Hence, public trans-
port must fill in for commuting as it
is amass people carrier,” said Sivas-
ubramanian Jayaraman, national

lead- transport systems and electric
mobility, Institute of Transportation
and Development Policy. “If comfort
and convenience is provided, people
will use them more,” he said.

Cumta member-secretary I Jeya-
kumar said that in expanded CMA
areas, 52% prefer two-wheelers while
in core areas, it's 34%. “This shows
supply of public transport hasn’t
kept up with demand in the extended
areas. There’s also no last-mile con-
nectivity,” he added.

Besides, the city has grown in
size. CMA increased from 1,500sqkm
in 2011 to 5,900sgkm now. But MTC
runs just more than 3,400 buses, the
same as in 2011 — and fewer than the
3,980 it had in 2016.

Going by Union govt benchmark
of 600 buses per million population,
the city should have close to 9,000
buses for its 1.5 cror

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

> Cumta officials went door-to-door
surveying 2 lakh people

> A person’s highest used transport
based on time was considered his/
her primary mode of transport

;TINAGAR TERMINUS'

population. But, the city has only
220 buses per million people. Glob-
ally, the benchmark is 1,000. The
study recommended MTC add 6,457
buses by 2031-32 and replace at least
2,343 buses. It also recommended bus
priority lanes.

“Even if buses are cheaper, to

Source: The Times of India, 10 April 2025, p.2

reach home from a terminus, you
would spend double or more in
shared-commute or autos,”said
Sivasubramanian. Share autos and
vans need to be looped into the sys-
tem to ferry people to their homes,
he added. “This can be tried in a

public-private partnership.”

The study offered a few solutions.
One: Integrate metro rail, with a ter-
minal right inside Kilambakkam bus
terminus. Two: A skywalk connect-
ing the suburban train station to the
terminus.

Residents call for an overhaul in
bus termini. “The IOC bus terminus
near Tondiarpet has no facilities.
Same goes for Saidapet, Adyar,
Guindy and Mogappair,” said R
Ramesh, a civic activist from Old
Washermenpet. “People need seat-
ing, restrooms, signboards and AC
waiting rooms too. Many bus stops
don’t even have shelters — such as
the ones on Loop Road, Kodambak-
kam High Road, and Uthamar Gan-
dhi Salai.”

“The frequency of bus number 34
plying from Thiruvottiyur to Ambat-
tur has been reduced. Buses such as
134 and 134A rarely operate,” he
added. GCC plans to fix three bus
termini and upgrade 1,700 bus shel-
ters. CMDA is planning to restore the
T Nagar terminus.

But for a city on the move, the
wheels of public transport are turn-
ing too slow.
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periodicity for providing the
agricultural supply but can-
not deny it altogether,” he
said. Secondly, the impracti-
cality of farmers ceasing
agricultural activities while
waiting for TNPDCL supply.

Thirdly, TNPDCL’s direc-
tive effectively eliminates the
option for farmers to convert
their existing power supply
under the LT IITA(1) tariff to
free supply once their senior-
ity for the latter is reached.

“TNPDCL cannot take
such a decision arbitrarily
without the approval of
TNERC,” he added.

CPM state secretary P
Shanmugam, who is also the
president of the TN farmers
association, said the state
should reconsider this move
since, farmers would have
taken out loans to install the
existing pump sets or are
struggling to pay the bills.



Rise in rabies, dog bite cases in 2025

Vaccine
Consumption
Increased By

50% In 2024-25

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The state registe-
red eight deaths due to rabi-
es in 2025, and more than 1.5
lakh people reported to ho-
spitals with dog bites, data
show.

Rabies, which was decla-
red a “significant public he-
alth concern” by thedirecto-
rate of public health in 2024,
is now being considered a
“publicmenace”.

Over the past few years,
GHs have been treating mo-
re people for dog bites than
for infectious diseases such
asmalaria, dengue, or chole-
ra, or trauma due toroad ac-

DEADLIER BITES

M No. of Dog bite Case ® No. of Rabies cases

2025
2024
2023

Total Consumption
(in vials)

2021" 9,32,736

(5]
4.80 [43]
4.41 iD 2023

cidents, officials said. In
2024, the state recorded 4.80
lakhdogbite casesand 43 de-
aths, up from 4.41 lakh bite
cases and 18 deaths in 2023.
The public health depart-
ment said data on dog bite
cases from private hospitals
may not bereflected entirely
inthe state registry.

The consumption of vac-
cinations in govt hospitals
increased by 50% from 9.32
lakh vials in 2021-22 to 13.72

Source: The Times of India, 9 April 2025, p.5

lakh vials in 2024-25. Each
10-ml vial, which has five do-
ses, is purchased by the Ta-
mil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation at 7179 (exclu-
ding GST).

“It’s amenace now,” said
additional director of pub-
lic health and preventive
medicine (disease control)
Dr P Sampath. “It is tough
on the administrators and
people,” hesaid. Nearly half
the number of people who

Each 10-ml vial,
which has five
doses, is purchased
by the Tamil Nadu
medical services
corporation at 7179
(excluding GST)

dieddid nottake the vacecine
or complete the course. Doc-
tors and nurses say they fol-
low up on people who fail to
complete the wvaccination
course.

A common schedule in-
volves doses on days 0, 3, 7,
and14.Insome cases, especi-
ally for immunocompromi-
sed individuals, a fifth dose
on day 28 may be included.

“Most people adopt
mongrels from the street as
pets but have no vaccination
records,” said director of
public health Dr T S Selvavi-
nayagam.

“Our analysis on rabies
deaths showed that families
assumed they don’t have to

take the vaccine since they
know the dog well and, in so-
me cases, they didn’'t comp-
lete the vaccination,” he ad-
ded.

Experts say the only way
todeal with thesituationisa
multi-departmental one-he-
alth approach.

“Wehave declaredrabies
a notifiable disease and of-
fer free wvaccinations at
PHCsand GHs.Butasalong-
term measure, we must pre-
vent dog bites and rabies,”
hesaid.

The state has launched
the state action plan for dog
mediated rabies elimina-
tion(SAPRE), in whichlocal
bodies, the animal husband-
ry department, and the col-
lectorate will work together
to conduct dog population
surveys, vaccinate dogs,
and carry out animal birth
control surgeries.

“We must contain the
dog population to reduce
risks,” Dr Selvavinayagam
said.

14 districts to get special Pocso courts

Times News NETWORK

TN approves relocation of Kovai prison

stricter punishments.
The minister, while re-

Chennai: Tamil Nadu law
minister S Regupathy on Fri-
day announced that exclusi-
ve trial courts would be es-
tablished in 14 districts to ex-
pedite cases registered un-
der the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offen-
ces (Pocso) Act.

That there was a signifi-
cant increase in the number
of FIRs registered under the
Pocso Act in Tamil Nadume-
ant more survivors were co-
ming forward to report the
crime, as the govt has been
taking firm action against
the offenders, the minister
said.

The minister announced
that these courts will come
up in Chennai, Erode, Kalla-
kurichi, Trichy, Tirupur, Ma-
yviladuthurai, Kancheepu-

Chennai: The state govt has accorded administrative sanction
to relocate the existing central prison and special prison for
women in Coimbatore. It will now be relocated to a 95-acre site
at Billichi village in Coimbatore North taluk.

Announcing this during the demand for grants of home,
prohibition and excise department on Friday, law minister S
Regupathy said the new prison complex, which will be con-
structed at a cost of 327.3 crore, will aim at improving the liv-
ing conditions of inmates and promoting rehabilitation.

Theproject, planned in three phases, will be executed by the
Tamil Nadu Police Housing Corporation Limited. The new fa-
cility isdesigned to address the growing need for amodern cor-
rectional facility, in line with the Model Prison Manual, 2016,
and will accommodate up to 2,500 men and 500 women prison-

ers.

The existing central prison, located near the Gandhipuram
Bus Stand, was established in1872. T

ram, Namakkal, Tiruvarur,
Ramanathapuram, and Nil-
giris, inthree phases. Healso
referred to the amendments
introduced by the Chief Mi-
nister earlier this year to the

Source: The Times of India, 5 April 2025, p.8

Tamil Nadu Prohibition of
Harassment of Women Act,
1988, as well as to the Bharati-
yva Nyaya Sanhita 2023 and
Bharatiyva Nagarik Suraks-
ha Sanhita 2023, to impose
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sponding to the debate on de-
mands for grants for the de-
partment on Friday, said the
chief minister's encourage-
ment had instilled confiden-
ceinsurvivorstoreportsuch
incidents. Since the govtacts
swiftly, the survivors overco-
me fear and seek legal action
against the perpetrators.

Tamil Nadu witnessed its
steepest increase in the regi-
stration of cases under the
Pocso Actin2024. Cases went
up from 4,581 in 2023 to 6,975
in2024.

Currently, 19 districts in
Tamil Nadu have Pocso co-
urts. In many districts such
as Salem and Madurai, the
number of pending cases ex-
ceeded 500 in 2022, while
Chennai had more than 600
pending cases.



Target of I500cr property tax collection set

Swedha.Radhakrishnan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Revenue depart-
ment of Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC)hassetatarget
of 500 crore in property tax
collections during the incen-
tive period of the first half of
2025-2026 financial year. This
follows a record-breaking col-
lection of 2,023 crore in 2024-
2025, the highest in the last 16
fiscal years.

The civic body offers a 5%
incentive on the net property
tax payable for those who set-
tle their dues between April 1
and 30, with a maximum dis-
count of 5,000.

In 2023-24, the civic body

INCENTIVE PERIOD: GCC offers
a 5% incentive on the net property
tax payable for those who settle
their dues between April 1 and 30

collected %879 crore in proper-
ty tax during the first half and
Z1,144 crore in the second half.
City revenue officer K Bhanu-
chandran said, “We achieved

Source: The Times of India, 5 April 2025, p.4

our target and even surpassed
it in the previous fiscal. It was
possible because we collected
2379 crore during the same pe-
riod during the incentive peri-
od."

Meanwhile, in a move to
streamline tax data manage-
ment, the Chennai corpora-
tion has decided to privatize
statistical record-keeping.
The company will be asked to
maintain records of property
and professional tax collec-
tions and dues. A tender was
floated in March for a year to
enhance efficiency in tax col-
lection and administration.
“This year, we aim to increase
it to 500 crore,” he said. Offi-
cials have also planned to send

tax reminders through What-
sApp, along with QR codes for
instant payment.

The initiative has been
well received by property own-
ers, many of whom are taking
advantage of the incentive
scheme. “By paying our taxes
on time, we were able to save
some money and avoid penal-
ties. Ifeel that the incentive pe-
riod or the discount percent-
age should be increased to en-
courage more people to pay at
the earliest,” said C Raghuku-
mar from Perambur. Many
taxpayers opted for early pay-
ment in 2024-25. Officials are
hoping that the trend will help
them meet their collection tar-
gets this year too.

Rape cases in TN, including those under Pocso, went up in "24: Policy report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @chennai  departments.

While 3,407 rape cases were
reported in 2023, 5,319 cases
were reported in 2024, as per
the government data. The ‘oth-
er’ cases under Pocso Act in-
cluding non-penetrative assault
have also gone up —while it was
1,174 in 2023, it rose to 1,630 in

ALMOST 2,000 more cases of
rape have been reported under
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act in
2024 compared to 2023, accord-
ing to the policy note issued by
the state government for the

home, prohibition and excise 2024,

However, compared to 2022, the
number of cases in 2023

saw a decline in both the
categories. A total of

3,620 rapes were re- |
ported in 2022, whereas

the number for 2023
stood at 3,407. In the ‘oth-

er’ cases category - it was
1,348 for 2022 and 1.174 for 2023.

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 April 2025, p.4

TN to co-publish kids books with global publi

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Channai

IN afirst, the Tamil Nadu Text-
book and Educational Services
Corporation (TNTB&ESC) is
set to co-publish innovative
books for toddlers in collabora-
tion with publishers from Lon-
don and Singapore. The agree-
ment was signed during the
recent Bologna Children's Book
Fair, which concluded on April
3. The upcoming book range
will include sound books, pop-
up books, case books, board
books, flip books and poster
books, featuring content in
both Tamil and English.
While TNTB&ESC is prima-
rily known for printing text-
books for schools, italsoengag-
es in various other publishing

activities including transla-
tions, republishing classics and
producing children’s literature.
Last year, the corporation ac-
guired rights to 160 titles at the
Bologna Children’s Book Fair
and is in the process of trans-
lating them for distribution to
government schools. While 30
of these books have been re-
leased, another 50 will be re-
leased soon. Additionally, chil-
dren’s books are also being
published under the Nandhalir
Takkiva Thittam.

Until now; the focus has been
on booksfor children in schools.
For the first time, the corpora-
tion is expanding into the tod-
dler segment. “There is a vast,
untapped market for innova-
tive books for toddlers. While a
few books exist in English, they

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 April 2025, p.6

In terms of crimes against

of cases roseto 1,885 Herealso,

women too, the number of

. rape cases has gone up.
. While the number stood
at 406 in 2023, it rose to

471 in 2024. Molestation
cases too have gone up.

It was 1,650 in 2023,
whereas for 2024 the number

lack variety and it will be new
to regional languages,” said T
Sankara Saravanan, joint di-
rector (translation),
TNTB&ESC.

“For instance, we plan to in-
troduce sound books like ‘My
First 100 Words,” where chil-
dren can see an image and hear
its pronunciation in both Tamil
and English. The case books
will feature themed collections
such as a book on emotions fea-
turing around 10to 12 emotions
and explaining them to chil-
dren. These books will cover a
wide range of child-friendly
topics and will be designed to
enhance a child’s auditory, vis-
ual and emotional develop-
ment,” he said.

Co-publishing with experi-
enced international partners
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2023 saw a decline in rape cases.
While in 2022, it was 442 (rape
cases), in 2023 the number fell
to 406. But molestation cases
went up in 2023. The number of
cases stood at 1,414 for 2022, it
rose to 1,650 in 2023,

For the crimes against wom-
en, the policy note also has a
split-up of incidence and dis-

posal of the cases. Of the 471
rape cases reported in 2024,
charge sheets have been filed in
240 cases and 210 are under
investigation.

The remaining 21 cases have
been otherwise disposed of
(undetected, mistake of fact or
law, transferred and charge
abates).

ishers

will also help overcome techno-
logical limitations currently
faced in India in producing
such books, he explained. Once
published, these books will be
featured in book fairs in dis-
tricts among other places.

During their visit to the Bo-
logna Children’s Book Fair, de-
partment officials met with
over 70 international publish-
ers and exchanged book rights
with many of them including
those from Jamaica, Romania
and Francophone countries.
They also signed an agreement
with the fair organisers, under
which Tamil Nadu will receive
a free stall every year in Bolo-
ena in exchange for offering a
stall to the Bologna fair at the
Chennai International Book
Fair (CIBF).



15% drop in road fatalities in first

three months of 202

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Ehennai:'

POLICE on Friday said the
state has recorded the lowest
number of fatalities in road
accidents in the last decade
with a 15% drop in the first
three months of 2025 when
compared to the same period
last year

A release said that in the
first three months of 2025, po-
lice recorded 4,136 fatalities
against 4,864 reported in the
same period last vear. This
was owing to key measures
such as 24x7 highway patrol
tor faster emer gency response,
engineering improvements
such as safer U-turns, signage
and stricter enforcement.

Strict enforcement had re-

sulted in 38.4 lakh traffic vio-
lations being booked which
included 62,523 for speeding,
83,783 for signal jumping, 1.13
lakh for mobile phone use
while driving, 59,084 for drink-
driving, 16.56 lakh for not
wearing helmet and 1.48 lakh
for not wearing seat belt. Po-
lice had also recommended
suspension of 1.1 lakh licenc-
es out of which 27,000 were
effected.

5: TN police

Source: The New Indian Express, 26 April 2025, p.4

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

The release said 2,551 acci-
dent victims had been rescued
within the golden hour and
9,156 awareness programines
had reached 5.71 lakh people.
Road safety programmes were
conducted in schools, colleg-
es, bus stands and other pub-
lic venues which included on-
site education at high-risk
areas, pamphlet distribution
and targeted campaigns for
commercial drivers.

‘High-speed net for families at ¥200/mth soon’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

I-T Minister Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said the Electronics Cor-
poration of Tamil Nadu (EL-
COT) will roll out the distribu-
tion of free laptops (or tablets)
to 10 lakh college students.

The scheme was announced
by Finance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu during the budg-
et. He said the state will dis-
tribute laptops or tablets
to 20 lakh students over
the next two years and
allocated 2,000 crore
for 2025-26.

Rajan said in
the Assembly on
Friday that his

ministry aims to complete its
ambitious optical fibre project
by the end of this vear The
project, led by Tamil Nadu Fi-
breNet Corporation Limited,
involves laying 57,500 km of op-
tical fibre to connect 12,525 vil-
lages with 1 Gbps bandwidth.

The minister said he expect-

ed high-speed internet, offering
speeds of upto 100 Mbps at 200
per month, to be available to
households soon.

Rajan announced meas-
ures to gradually integrate
e-Services with WhatsApp.

The initiative is expect-
ed to provideeasyac-
cess to over 260
gover nment serv-

Source: The New Indian Express, 26 April 2025, p.4
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ices via the messaging app. In
its first phase, 50 services will
be available, including utility
bill payments. A new e-KYC
platform will be rolled out to
streamline beneficiary identifi-
cation processes for Aadhaar-
linked welfare schemes.

Referring to his remarks
made earlier this week about
lesser fund allocation for his
department, Rajan clarified on
Friday that it was not a new
concern that he raised. He
pointed out that the depart-
ment has been receiving simi-
lar levels of funding over the
past 12 years, and even when he
served as finance minister in
the present government.



B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

THE daily loss incurred by the
eight state transport under-
takings has increased from
¥17.7 crore in 2023-24 to 189
crore in 2024-25 (up to
February).

The mounting debts are pri-
marily attributed to not revis-
ing ticket fare since January
2018, which is cheapest in
south India, increasing opera-
tional cost and fuel expenses,
salaries to employees and oth-
er benefits. Meanwhile, the
transport department has de-
cided to procure 746 buses
powered by Compressed Natu-
ral Gas (CNG), which is 12-
14% cheaper than
high-speed diesel.
Additionally, 1,000

TOTACKLE DIESEL COST

GOVT TO PROCURE 746 NEW CNG BUSES

ment on Wednesday, Trans-
port Minister 88 Sivasankar
announced that 3,755 new bus-
es have already been added to
the fleet, and another 8,175
buses will be introduced by
March 2026. This includes the
746 CNG buses and AC buses
funded by the World Bankand
other agencies, which are ex-
pected to hit Chennai roads
starting June.

Official data further indi-
cate that the corporations reg-
istered a revenue loss of
Z6,077.89 crore in 2022-23,
which rose to ¥6,380.83 crore
in 2023-24. However, the loss
stood at ¥6,228.79 crore in 2024
25 (up to February). This
means, the average
daily loss increased
from ¥16.83 crore in

diesel buses will be 2022-23 to ¥17.7 crore
retrofitted to operate in 2023-24, and fur-
on CNG. ther to ¥18.9 crore in
The move to run 2024-25 (till
1,746 CNG buses will February).
notonly build an eco- During 2024-25, the
friendly transporta- transport depart-
tionnetworkbutalso ~ 3755newbuses  yyon4 pocorded earn-
is projected to yield :;;::m"m“ ings of %13,035.06
h : e fleet, ;
annual savings of and anotherB.175  CIOre, while total ex-
T116 crore towards buseswill be penditure stood at
fuel expenses. The introduced by %19,263.86 crore. Of
switch to CNG is ex- March 2026 this expenditure,
pected to reduce car- F10,401.65 crore (54%)
bondioxideemission ~ SoSMasankar o allocated for sal-

by approximately
37,190 tonnes annually, con-
tributing to environmental
sustainability and potentially
generating revenue through
carbon credits, as per the doc-
uments presented in the
Assembly

Last year, the transport de-
partment conducted a pilot
project converting 21 diesel
buses in the Metropolitan
Transport Corporation (MTC)
and six other transport corpo-
rations to CNG. The trial re-
vealed that CNG buses are
both environmental friendly
and more cost-effective,
achieving amileage of 6.5to7
km compared to the 53 to 56
km in diesel buses.

During the Assembly ses-
sion on grants for his depart-

ary, wages, provident
fund, pension and other em-
ployee benefits. High-speed
diesel expenses accounted for
¥4,943.9 crore (25.66% ), while
¥2,332 crore (12.11%) went to-
wards interest payments on
loans. An additional ¥ 232.32
crore (1.06%) was spent on
maotor vehicle taxes for buses,
with the remaining 1,353
crore (8.17%) covering main-
tenance, vehicle depreciation,
toll fees, provident fund losses
and accident compensation.
The fleet capacity of the
transport corporation is 20,508
buses, of which 18,674 are be-
ing operated on 10,121 routes
every day. The buses run for
82.27 lakh kilometers per day
and carry 1.8 crore commut-

ers aday.

Loss of state transport

undertakings (% in crore)

LOSS OF STATE TRANSPORT
CORPORATIONS

2022-13 6,077.89

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF EIGHT

TRANSPORT CORPORATIONS IN 2024-25 (FEB)

Total earnings
213,035.06 cr

Loss

— 16.83

2023-2% 6,380.83 17.7
1024-25 (Feb) 6,228.79 — 18.9 High-speed diesel

expenditure
76,228.79 cr %19,263.B6 cr

(12.11%) interest
Average  Dayments on loans
PER DAY

24,9439 cr <
(25.66%)

eXDEnses

22,332¢er ¢——

— ¥232.32cr

(1.06%) motar
! | vehide taxes
I for buses,

b &

,353cr
(8.17%) for
maintenance
(tyre, tube,
etc), vehicle
deprediation,
toll fees,
provident fund
losses, accident
rompensation

1 ——710,401.65 cr
(54%) - salaries,
wages, provident

fund, pensions,
employee benefits

Physical eligibility criteria relaxed
for 67 of 76 woman conductors: Min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Chennai

TRANSPORT Minister 88 Sivas-
ankar informed the Assembly
that out of 1,024 persons appoint-
ed on compassionate grounds, 76
are women. Of these, 67 women
were recruited by relaxing the
physical eligibility criteria.

He explained while women's
average height is generally lower
than men, the recruitment rules
hadmandated aminimum height
of 160 em for conductor posts. In
several cases where transport
employees died while on duty, the
only eligible family members
were women. “To support such
families, we lowered the mini-
mum height requirement for fe-
male conductors from 160 cm to
150 cm,” Sivasankar said.

The minister also said 1,800
permits have been issued for op-
erating mini-buses across, with

FILE PIC

the scheme set to launch in the
second week of May. He added
an extension of one kilometre
beyond the 25 km route limit

[ KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS |

® Introduction of a driver
monitoring systemin
500 buses.

® Installation of 360-degree
view cameras in 4,000
buses to enhance driver
visibility, with ¥15 crore
allocated for the initiative

® Modernisation of 50
maintenance depots at a
cost of 75 crore.

# Upgrading five Regional
Transport Offices (RTOs)
into model RTOs with
improved facilities to curb
the influence of touts

would be allowed if a hospital,
college, temple, or other key
public institution falls just out-
side the designated route.

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 April 2025, p.4

Power utility directed to install prepaid meters in govt buildings

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ thennai

THE Tamil Nadu Electricity
Regulatory Commission
{(TNERC) has directed the
state’s power distribution util-
ity Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited (TNP-
DCL) to install prepaid meters
at all existing government in-
stitutions, ineluding local bod-
ies, state undertakings, Tamil
Nadu Water Supply and Drain-
age Board (TWAD), and Tamil
Nadu Urban Habitat Develop-

ment Board (TNUHDEBE).

TNERC also said prepaid me-
ters, where the consumer
makes the payment in advance,
should be mandatory for all
new connections in govern-
ment institutions.

The directions come amidst
rising concerns over payments
pending to the financially
struggling TNPDCL. TNERC is-
sued these directions in its or-
der dismissing the petition
filed by TNPDCL, which sought
the waiver of the belated pay-

ment surcharge (BPSC) of
¥137.13 crore owed by local bod-
iesas of March 31, 2023, so as to
push them to pay the pending

NAMEQFLOCALBODY TOTAL DUES

Village Panchayats | #634.7 cr current consumption (CC)
charges.

Town Panchayats | T41.5 cr The commission criticised
Municipalities | 2300.7 cr TNP(J:DCL’S Dml—"ﬂsjal;: “!'foll‘lfe
BPSC as “irrational and wholly

(nrpuratinns__ A a unjustifiable.”
Chennai The outstanding CC charges
Corporation ELIs of all local bodies alone stand
Total | #1,618.5 cr at ¥1,618.54 crore. TNERC di-

rected TNPDCL to ensure the

(asof March31,2023) recovery of CC charges and

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 April 2025, p.2
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BPSC from the defaulting local
bodies by initiating swift and
appropriate action.

In its order, TNERC said the
local bodies had already been
given sufficient time to pay
BPSC and requests for further
concessions are neither fair
nor justified.

TNERC pointed out that for
low-tension (LT) service con-
nections to local bodies, the
BPSC rate is only 0.5% com-
pared to 1.5% for other LT con-
sumers, andlocal bodies havea

longer payment period than
other consumers.

TNPDCL, in its petition, cit-
ed a decision from the chief
secretary’s review meeting on
March 8, 2023, which proposed
waiving belated payment sur-
charge if local bodies paid 50%
of their dues. Officials had
agreed to clear pending CC
charges in 24 installments, aim-
ing to settle all dues by June
2025.

Local bodies account for 8.69
lakh electricity connections.



3100 CR FOR MODERNISING MAJOR
RELIGIOUS DESTINATIONS IN TN

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TOURISM Minister R Rajen-
dran on Thursday announced
eco-tourism and infrastruc-
ture development projects
worth over 2200 crore across
Tamil Nadu during the de-
mand for grants for his de-
partment in the Assembly
The government plans to in-
vest 100 crore to modernise
major religious tourism desti-
nations across Tamil Nadu,
including Mamallapuram
(30 crore), Kanniyakumari
(%20 crore), Tiruchendur (T30
crore), and Velankanni and
Nagore in Nagapattinam dis-
trict(T20 crore). The state will
also set up cultural heritage
centres to showcase TN's
Buddhist and Jain leg-
acies, in Kancheep-
uram and Madurai
respectively
Kalvarayan Hills in
Kallakurichi distriet,
Gomuki and Manimuk-
tha dams, and the Karu-
mandurai Farm Lake in Sa-
lem district will also be
developed with improved in-
frastructure for tourists at a
cost of T10 crore, th iniste

Cherangodu, located along
the Tamil Nadu-Karnataka-
Kerala border Additionally,
public-private partnership
{PPP) models will be encour-
aged forsetting up water sport
activities in Manapad and
Mullakadu (Theothukudi),
Uvari (Tirunelveli) and
Aathankarai (Ramanath-
apuram), as well as for estab-
lishing theme parks in Ho-
genakkal (Dharmapuri) and
Mukkombu (Tiruchy).

In Tiruvannamalai district,
the iconic Sathanur Dam will
be reimagined as a tourist
destination with a restaurant,
resting rooms and recreation-
al infrastructure under a
¥3-crore initiative by the

Tamil Nadu Tourism De-
velopment Corporation
(TTDC). Feasibility
reports will also be
prepared for tourism
development at Ama-
ravathi (Tiruppur),
Alivar (Coimbatore),

Bhavanisagar (Erode), Met-
tur (Salem), Krishnagiri and
Vaigai(Theni) dams, with an
allocation of Z2 crore. To en-
hance aerial sightseeing expe-
riences, i feasibility

said. A separate %10 crore will
be allocated to develop Siru-
malaiin Dindigul district asa
tourist destination, including
the setting up of a park, park-
ingfacilities, and basic amen-
ities. Infrastructure in the
historic coastal town of Poomn-
pubar in Mayiladuthurai dis-
trict will be upgraded at an
outlay of T12 erore.

A comprehensive project
report will be prepared for
eco-tourism development in
the Nilgiris and its surround-
ing areas such as Devala,
Naduvattam, Erumadu and

studies for eco-friendly rope
car projects at Yercaud (Sa-
lem) and Yelagiri (Tirupattur)
will be conducted, he added.

A ¥2-crore capacity-build-
ing programme will be
launched through the State
Institute of Hotel Manage-
ment and Catering Technolo-
gy in Tiruchy to train stake-
holders in the tourism sector,
Rajendran said. Tourist amen-
ities and parking will be up-
graded at the Pykara water-
falls and boat house in the
Nilgiris at ¥20 crore, he
added.

The Velankanni Church in Nagapattinam district is among the religious locations
chosen tobe modemised at a total cost of 100 crore | exesess

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 April 2025, p.8

12 historical
monuments
to be declared
as protected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

FINANCE Minister
Thangam Thennarasu on
Thursday announcedthat12
historically significant mon-
uments will be declared as
protected monuments.

These include the Tamizhi
inscriptions in Mannarkoil
village (Tirunelveli district);
the rock-cut structures in
Aralipatti
(Sivaganga
district) and
Avoor (Tiru-
vannamalai
district); the
rock-cutcaves -
in Kooth- M.
apoondiyan-
valasu (Dindigul district), V
Kottaiyur (Pudukottai dis-
trict) and Nayanur village
(Villupuram district); the
‘megalithic stone alignments
in Mallachandiram
(Krishnagiri district); the
palace in Thiruppullani vil-
lage (Ramanathapuram dis-
trict); Maraiyur Chathiram
in Narikkudi; the cave paint-
ings, Vaaniraikkal in Meen-
atchipuram, the Nayak-peri-
od mandapam at
Mamsapuram village, and
Pillaiyar Natham Manda-
pam {(Virudhunagar
district).

The minister made thean-
nouncement while replying
to the discussion on the de-
mands for grants for the ar-
chaeology department in the
Assembly. He also said the
cultural history of Tamil
Nadu will be brought out in
aseries of 18 volumes to cov-
er the unique cultural char-
acteristics of each cultural
zone in the state.

Besides, an exclusive mu-
seum for inscriptions will be
established in the Madurai
World Tamil Sangam com-
plex to spread awareness
among people regarding the
history of Tamil script and
related information.

FOR VULNERABLE FARMERS

TN inks pact with UN’s WFP
to strengthen food security

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Chennai

THE state has signed a Letter of
Understanding (Loll) with the
United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), India, to launch
the “Adaptation for resil-
lence (ADAPTYR)" project
in Ramanathapuram.
The agreement was
exchanged between Su-
priva Sahu, additional
chief secretary, Depart-
ment of Environment, Cli-
mate Change and Forests, and
Nozomi Hashimoto, WFP's dep-
uty country director: The initia-
tive, backed by the Adaptation
Fund, aims to strengthen climate
resilience and food security for

valnerable farming communi-
ties across Tamil Nadu, Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh,

In Tamil Nadu, the five-year
project will focus on supporting
smallholder farmers, especially

women, in Ramanath-
apuram by introducing
climate-smart agricul-
tural practices, improv-
ing access to resources
and information, and
setting up early warning
systems. With a budget of
$14 million, ADAPT4R seeks to
combat the threats of extreme
weather and climate shifts that
affect agriculture. The fand is
for three districts in Tamil Nadu,
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 April 2025, p.6

State gets 292 tmcft Cauvery water in 10 months

Govt on track to open Mettur dam in June; farmers want new storage facilities around Stanley reservoir to store excess water

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu received 292.58
thousand million cubicfeet (tm-
cft) of Cauvery water from Kar-
nataka from June 2024 to April
10 this year, far exceeding the
173.08 tinctt directed by the Su-
preme Court for a water year
{June to May). This means the
state got an excess of 119.49 tm-
cft in 10 months of the current
water year against 78.39 tmcft
realised during the last water
vear (2023-24).

Good inflow and increased
water levels have brought the
muchneeded relief to farmers
in the Cauvery delta region. As
of Monday, water level in the
Stanley reservoir (Mettur) stood
at 74945 tmceft, which is around
80.18% of its full capacity of
93.470 tmeft.

With comfortable storage, the
state government is planning to
release water from Mettur dam
inJune, as perthe regular sched-
ule, for irrigation.
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Farmers, however, have urged
the authorities to create better
storage facilities in and around
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the Stanley reservoir to store
water when inflow is higher
than usual. G Ajeethan, techni-

a good or bad year Karnataka
received good rain during the
monsoon. Since they lacked stor-
age facility, they released the
surplus water. Karnataka is re-
leasing water on a monthly ba-
sis as per the Supreme Court’s
order: But Tamil Nadu farmers
have been demanding daily re-

HO10 lease. Kar nataka has noright to
= Inflow ® 292.5805 store Cauvery water, but TN gov-
ernment has not takenany
" éco":.*"mq”am”m = 173.0833 action on this.”
B Quantity » 119.4971 V Ravichandran, di-
e ————i— rector of Global Farm-
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cal secretary of the Consortium
of Indian Farmers Associations,
told TNIE, “We cannot call this

ers Network, an NGO,
said cultivation of pad-
dy and cotton had taken
a hit in several parts of the
state due to insufficient water
shortage and poor seil guality.
But, with adequate storage now,
farmers in the Cauvery delta re-
gion are getting ready for the
Kuruvaiseason.
Ravichandran also stressed
the need to spread awareness
amongfarmers about rainwater
harvesting and groundwater re-

charge. “This is the right time to
educate them. It will benefit
those living in the tail-end areas
of the delta,” he added. Ravi-
chandran also appealed to the
state government to ensure the
release of Cauvery water for
farmers in the tail-end regions.
Meanwhile, a senior official
from the Water Resources De-
partment (WRD), on condition
of anonymity, told TNIE
that proposals have been
submitted to the state
government to desilt
the Mettur dam and re-
store itsoriginal storage
capacity, “With help from
private consultants, WRD
has estimated that desilting can
help store an additional 30 tmeft
over the next five years. But the
files are still pending,” the offi-
cial said. The government is
planning to carry out the desilt-
ing worksthrough tenders. WRD
will prepare a detailed project
report once it gets the approval,
the official added.



Co-op societies election
after linking Aadhaar of
62L members: Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE® Chennal

COOPERATION Minister K R
Perivakaruppan on Tuesday in-
formed the Assembly that Aad-
haar and ration cards of 62lakh
members of cooperative socie-
ties in the state have not yet
been linked, resulting in delays
in thedata purification process.
He said, “Once the process is
completed, elections to coopera
tive societies will be conducted
as per the order of court.”

Data purification refersto the
process of identifying and cor-
recting errors, inconsistencies,
or missing data within a
dataset.

The state has nearly 18,500 co-
operative societies, which fall
under cooperation, dairy devel-
opment, horticulture, hand-
looms and textiles, agriculture,
and other sectors. Since 2022,
the cooperative department has
been carrying out a data purifi-
cation exercise to weed out in-
eligible members from the vot-
ers'listof cooperative societies.
Actotal of 641lakh members from

carried out properly in the past.
“Originally, the cooperative so-
cieties had 2.46 crore members.
Among them, 23 lakh members
were taken off on account of
death, while the 64 lakh were
removed for failing to meet co-
operative membership
norms.”

There are 1.59 crore eligible
members in cooperative socie-
ties, of which 97.83 lakh have
submitted their Aadhaar and
ration cards, the minister
added.

Periyakaruppan also high-
lighted that the average annual
earnings of a central coopera-
tive bank in Tamil Nadu are 213
crore, compared to the national
average of T5 crore.

He further stated that gold
loans to the tune of ¥62,000
crore have been disbursed to
70.28 lakh beneficiaries during
202425,

FINANCIAL AID

* Loans of 5 lakh will be

18,500 cooperative societies
across the state have been re-
moved from the voters’ list.
These members were allegedly
added during the ATADMK gov-
ernment in violation of coop-
erative norms.

Through the cooperative elec-
tions, the board of directors,
president, vice-president and
others will be elected. Office-
bearers of these societies wield
considerable influence among
their members and also help
consolidate the party’s support
base at the grassroots level. A
total of 2.2 lakh office-bearers
will be elected across all
societies.

Periyakaruppan alleged that
the enrolment of members and
theconduct of elections to coop-
erative societies had not been

provided to landless poar women
for purchasing agricuttural land

= Dishursal of agricultural loans
through Primary Agricultural Credit
Saocieties will be done on the same
day of application

= Distribution of various loans
tothe tune of 211 lakh crore
planned for this year

« Loans up to 23 [akh will be
provided to 1,000 women from
economically weaker

sections to purchase
e-autorickshaws

= Safe deposit
lockers will be
set upat seven
branches of central
cooperative
banks

K R Periyakaruppan

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 April 2025, p.4

52 lakh people now under food safety
coverage, to receive higher allocation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

AS many as 16.1 lakh ration
cards comprising a total of 52
lakh people have been upgraded
from non-priority household
(NFHH) cards to priority house-
hold (PHH) cards. This reclassi-
fication allows beneficiaries to
receive increased allocations of
rice and other essential com-
modities under the Food Secu-
rity Act, Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies R Sakkarapani in-
formed the Assembly on Tues-
day. Currently, about 3.64 crore
people in Tamil Nadu fall under
the PHH category.

During the discussion on
grants for his department,
Sakkarapanisaid 19.27 lak hnew
ration cards have been issued
since the DMK assumed office in
2021. “A total of 27.75 lakh people
have been removed from 6.11
lakh ration cards due to migra-
tion, death, and other factors,”
he added.

The Tamil Nadu Civil Sup-
plies Corporation currently op-
erates 19 Amudham departmen-
tal stores, all of which will be
revamped to sell fast-moving
consumer goods. “The Amud-

ham outlets at Anna Nagar and
Gopalapuram have already been
refurbished on a pilot basis.
Since their inanguration, sales
have increased 10 times. We are
planning to modernise six addi-
tional stores at a cost of ¥22
crore,” Sakkarapani said.

To prevent smuggling of PDS
items, two zonal units led by Su-

perintendents of Police have
been established in Coimbatore
and Tiruchi. “Since May 2021, as
many as 36,593 persons have
been arrested for smuggling PDS
goods and items worth ¥27.69
crore recovered. Among those
arrested, 301 have been detained
under the Goondas Act,” the
minister said.

MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dedicated 9 Six godowns witha 9
portal & mobile total storage
app planned at capacity of 49,000 tonne ~ Permanent
to be set up in Kanchi, buildings will
?Zﬂ Iﬂkh Tiruvannamalai, also be built
Villupuram and for 50 DPCs
toenable consumers  Chengalpattuatacostof ~ atacostof
to file complaints
20 modermn ?ﬁg.ﬂz [[
storage '
godowns witha
combined capacity
of 2.63 lakh tonne to
be built at

3309

in Thanjal, Tiruvarur,
Mayiladuthural,
Nagal, Cuddalore

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 April 2025, p.4

CM announces Z576-cr schemes for fishers

Stalin slams Modi for failing to take steps to secure the release of Tamil Nadu fishermen and their boats from Lanka

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the union
government of failing to take
steps to secure the release of
Tamil Nadu fishermen and their
boats under Sri Lankan custody.
The CM also announced in the
Assembly special packagestothe
tune of 576 crore for the welfare
of fishermen from coastal dis-
tricts along the Gulf of Mannar,
encouraging them to go for deep
sea fishing and diversify their
livelihood options.

“Irrespective of how the union
government treats Tamil Nadu,
we will not falter in our commit-
ment to protect the livelihood of
our fishermen. The DMK gov-
ernment will always stand by
them, " Stalin said. His announce-
ment came a day after Modi vis-
ited Rameswaram to inaugurate
the Pamban railway bridge and
other infrastructure projects.

Stalinsaida government order
has been issued to build a fishing
harbour at a cost of 150 crore in

Thangachimadam area near
Rameswaram that will facilitate
fishermen to goonlong duration
deep sea fishing expeditions in
the south in Indian Ocean.

The chief minister recalled
that he has already announced
the construction of fishing har-
bours in Pamban and Kunthukal
at a cost of 60 crore and 150
erore respectively.

These measures are intended
to prevent fishermen of the
coastal districts in the region

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 April 2025, p.6

from getting arrested in and
around the Palk Bay area by the
Sri Lankan navy on allegations
that they enter Lankan waters.
Making the announcement
under Rule 110 of the Assembly,
the CM said despite the House
umanimously adopting a resolu-
tion requesting measures to re-
trieve Katchatheevu from Sri
Lanka and secure the release of
Indian fishermen during PM'’s
visit to the island nation, it ap-
peared that no such initiatives

were taken. “The non-release of
97 Tamil Nadu fishermen and
their boats has disappointed us
deeply,” he added.

The other initiatives an-
nounced by Stalin included a spe-
cial scheme at a cost of ¥52.33
crore to facilitate 7,000 fishermen
to engage in seaweed farming,
processing, and making value-
added products.

Stalin said equipment worth
¥25.82 crore will be given to ena-
ble fishermen families in under-

TEN Vol. 11 Issue 4 | April 2025 | Page 63

taking cage fish and crab farm-
ing. Besides, training would be
provided to 2,500 members of
fisher families in fish processing
and techniques for drying the
fish ata cost of 99 crore.

Another scheme would be ex-
ecuted ata cost of T20.55 croreto
provide technical training to
15,300 fishermen in producing
fish-based value-added products.
Special schemes worth ¥54.48
crore to help fishermen to en-
gage in net weaving, net repair,
boat building and repair, dried
fish production, ornamental fish
tank making, boat driving train-
ing, and preparation of seashell
decorative items will be imple-
mented to benefit about 20,100
fishermen.

A scheme will be implemented
to provide alter native non-ma-
rine livelihood opportunities
such as mushroom cultivation,
tourist boat operations, handi-
crafts, homemade masala pow-
ders, beauty care training, and

millet-based food production to
benefit around 14,700
fishermen.



Aavin is the cheapest cooperative milk
brand in country, says Raja Kannappan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

MILK and Dairy Development
Minister R § Raja Kanmappan
on Wednesday informed the As-
sembly that Aavin milk is the
maost affordable among all state-
owned cooperative brands, in-
cluding Amul, Nandini and
Milma, as well as private
brands, with the price differ-
ence ranging from 6 to T16 per
litre. He added that Aavin can
ensure an adequate milk sup-
ply for all only if daily procure-
ment increases from the cur-
rent 36 lakh litres to 56 lakh
litres.

During discussions on the de-
mands of grants for his depart-
ment, Kanmappan highlighted
Aavin's competitive pricing. He
said Aavin sells toned milk at
T40 a litre, compared to 48 by
Nandini, ¥46 by Milma and 54
by Amul. Similarly, Aavin’s
standardised milk variant is
priced at 44 per litre, whereas
Nandini charges ¥56, Milma
¥od and Amul T60. For full
creammilk, Aavin sells it at 60
per litre and 48 per litre for
cardholders, while Nandini,
Milma and Amul price their
full cream milk at $62, I68 and
Th6 per litre respectively

Efforts are under way to in-
crease milk procurement to 56
lakh litres per day to revive 300
dormant primary milk produc-
ers’ cooperative societies, Kan-
nappan said. He also mentioned
that 18 dairy projects, with a to-
tal investment of 1,800 crore,
are currently at various stages
of implementation across the
state. “Upgradation of dairy
plants is in progress at Salem,
Namakkal, Thanjavur,

Thoothukudi and other loca-
tions. These projects are ex-
pected to be completed before
2026, positioning Aavin as a
major dairy brand in the coun-
try” he added.

To boost milk procurement,
the state government has been
providing an incentive of T3

DAIRY-RELATED
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A genetic improvement initiative
to boost milk production in
Nagapattinam's Umblachery
native cattle breed will be
undertaken at a cost of

¥1.94 crore
under the National Milk
Recording Programme (NMRP)

Loans worth

2,000 crore
will be facilitated through the
Kisan Credit Card to support 3.79
lakh dairy farmers in setting up
shelters and covering medical
expenses for milch cows )

s -

? 500 Aavin parlours will be

established at a cost of
Z10 crore

525 primary milk producers’ ¢
tooperative unions will be
computerised at a cost of

¥2.63 crore

To provide instant -
acknowledgment slips to

milk suppliers, cloud-based

milk analysers and other
infrastructure willbe installed at

L,437 primary
. milk societies g

District milk unions will
identify and reward the th
highest milk-yielding milch

cows, with 15 lakh
allocated for the initiative

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 April 2025, p.4

per litre to milk suppliers since
December 2023. “As of March
this yvear; atotal of ¥324.14 crore
has been disbursed, benefiting
four lakh farmers,” the minis-
ter stated.

Kannappan further noted
that Aavin's milk products gen-
erate annual salesof 560 crore.
“To expand its product range,
Aavin has introduced new
items, including sweets, cook-
ies and bread. Currently, Aavin
produces ice cream at its Sa-
lem, Madurai and Erode dair-
ies, while the Tiruchy plant is
being upgraded to produce
60,000 litres of ice cream,” he
added.

Providing further details, he
stated that Aavin produces 90
tonnes of skimmed milk pow-
der and 40 tonnes of ghee daily
“Although Aavin's ghee is more
expensive by 50, it is in high
demand in the United States.
Aavin products are also export-
ed to countries such as Singa-
pore, Qatar and others,” he
concluded.

=
-

Training on milch cow
maintenance willbe _
provided to 12,000
farmers at a cost of

260 lakh
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Take steps to
review Indo-SL
treaty on islet,
CM urges PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

A day after the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly adopted a resolution
urging the union government
to retrieve Katchatheevu island
from SriLanka, Chief Minister
M K Stalin on Thursday urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to take immediate steps to re-
view the 1974 Indo-Sri Lanka
Treaty (Katchatheevu Agree-
ment) so as to get back the islet
and ensure permanent protec-
tion of the traditional fishing
rights of the TN fishermen in
the Palk Bay area.

In a letter; the CM urged the
PM to hold talks with the Sri
Lankan government to get “all
our imprisoned fishermen re-
leased along with their boats on
a goodwill basis™.

The CM’s letter to the PM as-
sumes significance as the latter
is scheduled to commence his
official visit to the island na-
tion on Friday On April 6, the
PM is scheduled to inaugurate
the country’s first vertical lift
sea bridge in Pamban near
Rameswaram.

Forwarding a copy of the res-
olution adopted by the Assem-
bly, the CM said the origin of
the problems faced by TN fish-
ers from the Lankan navy was
the ceding of Katchatheevu to
the island nation in 1974.



Norms relaxed for regularisation of residential
encroachments, issuance of house site pattas

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has relaxed the
norms for the regularisa-
tion of residential en-
croachments and issuance
of free house site pattas. A
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin earlier this month ap-
proved the amendments.

The relaxation in
norms, which take into
consideration the annual
family income of the benef-
iciaries, extent of regulari-
sation, and fixation of land
value, among others, have
been issued now. The in-
itial guidelines were issued
in February.

The annual family in-
come to receive free house
site patta has been en-
hanced from %3 lakh to I5
lakh for this one-time spe-

cial regularisation scheme.
It will be applicable to en-
tire Tamil Nadu. A Govern-
ment Order (G.0.) to this
effect was issued by the Se-
cretary of the Revenue and
Disaster Management De-
partment on April 26.

The State government
has also increased the ex-
tent of regularisation of
lands.

In case of the Greater
Chennai Corporation, and
the Tambaram and Avadi
Corporations, for families
with annual income of less
than ¥5 lakh, the maxi-
mum extent of regularisa-
tion will be “three cents or
the actual extent occupied,
whichever is less”. Under
this rule, “two cents would
be regularised free of cost
and an additional extent,
not exceeding one cent,
would be regularised on
collection of land value”.

Source: The Hindu, 28 April 2025, p.2

For families with annual fa-
mily income exceeding 35
lakh, the extent of regulari-
sation will be three cents
or actual area occupied,
whichever is less. The
same would be regularised
on collection of land value,
the G.0. said.

As for fixation of land
value, in case of urban
areas across the State (Cor-
porations, Municipalities,
and town panchayats), for
families whose annual fa-
mily income is below %5
lakh, the extent of actual
area occupied, or two
cents — whichever is less —
will be regularised free of
cost. Additional area occu-
pied or one cent, whichev-
er is less, will be regular-
ised on “collection of 25%
of land value”.

In urban and rural
areas, for the families
whose annual family in-

come is above %5 lakh and
below %12 lakh (and not an
income tax payee), the ex-
tent of actual area en-
croached or two cents,
whichever is less, will be
regulated on “collection of
50% of land value”. An ad-
ditional area occupied or
one cent, whichever is less,
would be regulated on
“collection of 100% of land
value”.

For families in urban
and rural areas across the
State, whose annual family
income is above ¥12 lakh
(income tax payee), the ex-
tent of actual area en-
croached or three cents,
whichever is less, will be
regularised on “collection
of 100% of land value”. In
order to assess whether
the annual family income
of the applicant is below 35
lakh or above 5 lakh or
above %12 lakh, the officials

of the Revenue Depart-
ment will collect the de-
tails of a family’s income
and PAN and Aadhaar
cards. These will be veri-
fied at taluk and district le-
vels through cross-checks
with databases available
with the government.

In case of tribal people
who were unable to pro-
duce documents in sup-
port of their occupancy for
more than 10 years, the
District Level Committee
will examine the proposal
and send it, along with its
recommendations, to the
State Level Committee for
approval. The State Level
Committee will then exa-
mine and pass suitable or-
ders, the G.O. said.

It may be recalled that
following a Cabinet deci-
sion, the State government
issued a G.O. on February
21 in this regard.

Original documents to be made essential
for registering immovable properties

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Within a month of the Su-
preme Court’s judgment
striking down Rule 55-A of
the Tamil Nadu Registra-
tion Rules, 1949, the State
government tabled a Bill in
the Assembly on Monday
to make the production of
original documents, along
with the encumbrance cer-
tificate, essential for the re-
gistration of immovable
properties in the State.

The Bill, tabled by Tamil
Nadu Registration Minister

P. Moorthy in the House,
said: “In order to achieve
the object behind the said
Rule 55-A by giving legal
sanctity thereto and there-
by to protect the interests
of the public, who may be
affected by fraud, forgery,
and impersonation in the
registration of documents,
the government has decid-
ed to incorporate suitable
provisions in the Registra-
tion Act, 1908.”

The Bill seeks to include
a fresh section, ‘34-C’. This
section states that the re-
gistering officer will regis-

Source: The Hindu, 29 April 2025, p.6

ter immovable properties
on production of the “pre-
vious original document
by which the right over the
subject property was ac-
quired by him along with
the encumbrance certifi-
cate pertaining to the sub-
ject property” by the
executant.

If the previous original
document was lost, the re-
gistering officer will not re-
gister such document “un-
less non-traceable
certificate issued by the
Police Department, along
with the advertisement pu-
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blished in the local new-
spaper giving the notice of
loss of the previous origi-
nal document, are pro-
duced.” In case of an en-
cumbrance showing that
the property is mortgaged,
registration will be permit-
ted upon production of a
‘No Objection Certificate’
from the mortgagee, the
Bill stated. If the property
was ancestral and the pre-
vious original document
was not available, patta
must be produced. The Bill
is set to be taken up for
consideration on Tuesday.



Govt. issues advisory mandating use of
Tamil as official language in all departments

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has issued an adviso-
ry to senior officials and
heads of departments, reit-
erating existing provisions
and orders mandating the
use of Tamil as the official
language in its offices.
Additional Chief Secre-
taries, Principal Secretar-
ies, Secretaries, depart-
ments at the Secretariat,

departments have received
the letter. They have been
asked to adhere to the ex-
isting instructions to use
Tamil in all official commu-
nications.

An advisory issued by V.
Rajaraman, Secretary, Ta-
mil Development and In-
formation Department on
April 14, referred to pre-
vious orders, which speci-
fied that government or-
ders and circulars should
only be issued in Tamil.

by department heads to
government and other of-
fices should be in Tamil.
Barring exempted cases,
all other letters and com-
munications should be in
Tamil, it added.

Moreover, letters re-
ceived in Tamil from mem-
bers of the public should
be replied to in Tamil. Go-
vernment employees
should sign only in Tamil
in all correspondence, it
further said. Additionally,

and government orders for
which exemption has been
granted for their issuance
in English, the depart-
ments at the Secretariat
should send them to the
Translation Division of the
Tamil Development and
Information Department
to translate them into Ta-
mil, the advisory added.
The departments that
translate them into Tamil
should forward them to
the Translation Division for

Collectors, and heads of

Source: The Hindu, 17 April 2025, p.2

Communications

sent

for the correspondence

review, it added.

Data provided in Rajya Sabha show discrepancy
in number of accidents caused by minors in T.N.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari provided the data, in which TN. was found to have the highest number of cases

STORIES FROM
THE ROAD

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

sharp contrast bet-
A ween State-level da-
ta and the data on

accidents caused by mi-
nors in Tamil Nadu provid-
ed recently in the Rajya
Sabha by Union Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari
has stirred quite the hor-
net’s nest in Tamil Nadu.
In response to a ques-
tion about accidents
caused by minors and chal-
lans issued to them, he pro-
vided State-wise data, in
which Tamil Nadu was
found to have the highest
number of cases - 2,063

against a total of 11,890.
The Union Minister had gi-
ven accident data based on
the Integrated Road Acci-
dent Database (iRAD) sys-
tem collated from the 36
States and Union Territo-
ries for 2023-24. It was fol-
lowed by Madhya Pradesh
with 1,138 cases, and Maha-
rashtra with 1,067.

The Tamil Nadu police,
while verifying the claims
made in the report, found
shocking discrepancies in
the figures, as their search
within the same iRAD sys-
tem showed the number
for this category (total acci-
dents registered by mi-
nors) in Tamil Nadu as 473
for 2023 and 2024.

He said the total chal-
lans issued to the guardian
and the parents of juve-
niles stood at 41 in 2023,

Source: The Hindu, 8 April 2025, p.2
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The Union Minister gave the
data based on the iRAD
system. FILE PHOTO

and 80 in 2024. As per that
data, it was Bihar that
stood first in the number of
challans issued to minors
at 1,316 by collecting a reve-
nue of T44.27 lakh.

A senior official of the
Traffic and Road Safety
Wing of the State Director
General of Police said that
normally, the accident and

crime cases are fed into the
iRAD system through the
State Crime Record Bureau
(SCRB), which is, in turn,
part of the Tamil Nadu
Crime and Criminal Track-
ing Network and Systems
(CCTNS). The senior police
official said that as per the
iRAD system, the State re-
corded a total of 204 acci-
dents in 2023 and 269 in
2024, totaling 473 acci-
dents caused by minors ov-
er these two years. “Where
is 200 and where is 2,000?
Clearly there is an error
here,” the officer said.

Lack of transparency

He also highlighted the
lack of transparency in
iRAD where the system re-
mains one-way as the acci-
dent data of other States
could not be obtained for
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verification purposes even
in readable format. He said
though the State had been
more than 90% efficient in
uploading the accidents in
iRAD through the SCRB, it
was not possible to vouch
for the other States - partic-
ularly those showing re-
markably low accident
rates registered on the
iRAD system.

The official said this year
the State witnessed a de-
crease of 17% in fatal road
accidents in January and
February. The numbers
dropped to 2,576 fatal acci-
dents, resulting in 2,678
deaths, compared to 3,110
fatal accidents and 3,253
deaths in the same period
in 2024. The reduction in
fatal accidents had been
due to proactive road safe-
ty measures such as round-

2063 against a total of 11,890

the-clock highway patroll-
ing, improvements made
in U turns, strategic sign in-
stallations and extensive
public awareness cam-
paigns by State police and
Transport and Road Safety
Commissionerate.

A senior official of the
Transport and Road Safety
Commissionerate said Ta-
mil Nadu was the only
State to have a policy for
suspension of driving Ii-
cences for not wearing hel-
mets and seat belts.

This was in addition to
the six traffic violations
identified by the Supreme
Court Committee on Road
Safety, which could lead to
driving licence suspension:
over speeding, overload-
ing, drunk driving, using
mobile phones while driv-
ing, and others.



Stalin announces
special schemes for
fishermen in districts
near Gulf of Mannar

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Monday announced
special livelihood
schemes, besides the deve-
lopment of deep-sea fish-
ing harbours in Thangachi-
madam, Pamban, and
Kundukal, for the benefit
of fishermen in the dis-
tricts surrounding Gulf of
Mannar.

Making a suo motu state-
ment under Rule 110 of the
Assembly, Mr. Stalin told
the House that an order
had been issued to con-
struct deep-sea fishing har-
bours at a total cost of 150
crore in Thangachimadam
and Kundukal, respective-
ly, and another one in
Pamban at a cost of I60
crore. He announced new
schemes that would be im-
plemented at a cost of
3216.73 crore to improve
the livelihood and welfare
of fishermen in Tamil Na-
du.

“To prevent the conti-
nued arrests of Tamil Nadu
fishermen by the Sri Lan-
kan Navy, a resolution was
passed in the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly on
April 2. This resolution was
passed with the objective
of finding a permanent so-
lution to the problem. The
resolution emphasised the
need to reclaim Katchath-
eevy, to secure the release
of all our fishermen lan-
guishing in Sri Lankan jails,
and to demand the return
of boats seized by its navy,”
he said.

Mr. Stalin said the fre-
quent arrests of fishermen
from Tamil Nadu by the Sri
Lankan Navy had become
a matter of grave concern.
“It is now becoming evi-
dent that both the Union
government and the Prime

Minister of India are ignor-
ing our repeated appeals.
Regardless of the Union go-
vernment’s stance, we will
not fail to protect the liveli-
hoods of our fishermen.
The State government will
always stand by them,” he
said.

A special scheme at a
cost of ¥52.33 crore will be
implemented to provide
technical training and ne-
cessary equipment to
about 7,000 beneficiaries
involved in seaweed cultiv-
ation, processing, value ad-
dition, and marketing.

“Equipment and sup-
port services will be pro-
vided at a cost of ¥25.82
crore to enable members
of the fishing community
to engage in cage culture of
fish and mud crabs, includ-
ing processing and sales. A
scheme worth ¥9.90 crore
will be implemented to
promote fish processing
and drying technologies
among 2,500 fishing fami-
lies. Technical training for
the preparation of fish and
fish-based  value-added
products will be given to
around 15,300 fishermen
at a cost of ¥20.55 crore,”
Mr. Stalin said.

Schemes worth ¥54.48
crore will benefit around
20,100 fishermen by sup-
porting alternative liveli-
hoods, such as net making,
boat building, dry fish pro-
cessing, ornamental fish
tank making, boat driving,
and shell craft production.
For approximately 14,700
beneficiaries, schemes
worth ¥53.62 crore will
support alternative liveli-
hoods such as mushroom
farming, operating tourism
boats, producing handi-
crafts and home-made
spice powders, beautician
training, and millet-based
food production.

Source: The Hindu, 8 April 2025, p.4

Govt. issues order to
form new mission for
waste management

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has issued an order
to form a State-level mis-
sion titled ‘Thooimai Mis-
sion’ for sustainable waste
management in the State.
It also ordered that the
Clean Tamil Nadu Compa-
ny Limited (CTCL) be
brought  under  this
mission.

The mission is proposed
by the Special Programme
Implementation Depart-
ment, following an an-
nouncement made by De-
puty  Chief  Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin in the
Tamil Nadu Legislative As-
sembly during the depart-
ment’s demands for grants
for the year 2025-26.

The mission shall serve
under the Special Pro-
gramme Implementation
Department as a strategic
and administrative back-
bone, providing leader-
ship, policy direction,
framing and approving gui-
delines along with inter-de-
partmental coordination,
the Government Order
(G.0.) said.

It will ensure alignment
with State priorities, facili-
tate collaboration among
key departments, oversee
technical guidance, and
monitor overall mission
progress to achieve its ob-
jectives, it added.

The Mission Secretariat
will function with a Go-
verning Body and a State-
Level Committee, the G.O.
dated April 2, 2025, said.
The Chief Minister will be
the Chairperson of the Go-
verning Body, while the

N A
Kodungaiyur dump yard in
Chennai. IMAGE USED FOR

REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES

Deputy Chief Minister will
be the Vice-Chairperson.

Minister for Water Re-
sources, Minister for Muni-
cipal Administration, Mi-
nister for Rural
Development, Minister for
Finance and Environment
and Climate Change, Minis-
ter for School Education,
Minister for Higher Educa-
tion, and Minister for
Health will be the mem-
bers of the Governing Bo-
dy. The body will also have
two to three experts as
members, besides 10 ex-of-
ficio members. It shall
meet at least once in six
months or as and when sit-
utation warrants, the G.0O.
said.

The Chief Secretary will
be the Chairperson of the
State-Level Executive Com-
mittee, while the Addition-
al Chief Secretary/Princi-
pal Secretary/Secretary to
Government, Special Pro-
gramme Implementation
Department, will be its
convenor. Secretaries from
departments including Fi-
nance, and Municipal Ad-
ministration and Water
Supply Department will be
members of the State-Level
Executive Committee.

Source: The Hindu, 4 April 2025, p.4
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Weavers seek GI
recognition for
Kancheepuram and
Rasipuram saris

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The weavers of the re-
nowned Kancheepuram
cotton sari and the Ra-
sipuram silk sari have ap-
plied for the prestigious
Geographical Indication
(GI) tag, a certification
that recognises the un-
ique craftsmanship and
cultural legacy of a spec-
ific region.

The Handloom Ex-
port Promotion Council,
under the Ministry of
Textiles, Government of
India, has played a key
role in facilitating these
applications, which have
been officially filed with
the Geographical Indica-
tions Registry.

“A few more applica-
tions for obtaining GI
tags for saris from the
State are currently being
processed,” said P. Sanjai
Gandhi, an Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) at-
torney who has been in-
strumental in filing sev-
eral GI products for
Tamil Nadu.

The application for
the Kancheepuram cot-
ton sari, known for its
unique designs and ex-
ceptional quality, was
submitted by the Vada-
manapakkam Sakthivel
Murugan Handloom
Weavers Cooperative So-
ciety. These saris feature
motifs like rudraksham
(sacred nut) and vanki
(armlet) along the bor-
ders.

Rasipuram silk saris
are traditional handwo-
ven creations, known for
their lightweight texture,
durability, and vibrant
look. Made with pure silk
yarn, they feature gopu-
ram (temple-style bor-
ders), floral or geometric
motifs, and minimal zari
work for a subtle
shimmer.

“Obtaining GI tag for
these saris will not only
protect these traditional
art forms but also en-
hance their global recog-
nition, ensuring that
their unique characteris-
tics are preserved,” says
Mr. Gandhi.

Source: The Hindu, 13 April 2025, p.7

Several stretches of
State Highways to be
made 4-lane roads

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Nearly 220 km of State
Highways roads would be
upgraded into four-lane
roads under the Chief Mi-
nister’s Road Development
Programme, Minister for
Public Works, Highways
and Minor Ports EV. Velu
said in the Assembly on
Tuesday.

Chennai may soon get a
sea link between Ennore
and Pooncheri. The High-
ways Department would
prepare a detailed project
report to decongest traffic
in Chennai, Mr. Velu said.

Besides the State High-
ways, other roads running
to a length of 550 km
would be widened into
two-lane facilities at a cost
of 2,200 crore, Mr. Velu
said, during the debate on
the demands for grants for
the Highways Department.

Kodai Road-Batlagundu
Road, Vriddhachalam-
Thozhudur Road, and Siva-
kasi-Virudhunagar Road,
which are State Highways
that link to district and ta-
luk headquarters, would
be widened into four-lane
roads during this fiscal.
This was one among the 20
announcements made by
Mr. Velu for the depart-
ment.

He said 489 km of State
Highways roads and 1,692
km of other roads had
been upgraded into four-
lane and two-lane roads in
the past four years. To de-
congest traffic in Salem
and Krishnagiri districts,
bypass roads would be laid

in Attur in Salem district
and in Hosur at a cost of
%550 crore. Ten km of Pan-
chayat Union roads in Yela-
giri hills, a popular tourist
destination in Tirupattur
district, would be upgrad-
ed at a cost of 15 crore, the
Minister said.

High-level bridges
Pointing out that 1,066
high-level bridges had
been built across the State
in the past four years, Mr.
Velu said ¥466 crore had
been allocated to upgrade
84 causeways into high-le-
vel bridges under the Chief
Minister All Season Unin-
terrupted  Connectivity
Scheme.

In Chennai, a stretch of
the East Coast Road bet-
ween Thiruvanmiyur and
Kottivakkam would be wi-
dened during this fiscal at
a cost of 81 crore. A T4-
crore ‘U’-shaped service
lane would be laid below
the Villivakkam railway
bridge to connect with Ko-
rattur and Padi. The High-
ways Department would
also implement a I258-
crore project to lay a 1.4-
km Tambaram East Bypass
Road through Rajakilpak-
kam and Agaramthen, and
construct a high-level
bridge across the Rajakil-
pakkam lake, the Minister
said.

Mr. Velu highlighted the
‘Namma Salai’ mobile ap-
plication to report poth-
oles and other road-related
issues. It had received
about 13,300 complaints
since its launch in 2023, he
said.

Source: The Hindu, 2 April 2025, p.4
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Govt. to reduce interest for

late payment of property

tax

arrears in urban local bodies

A Bill to amend the Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act has been tabled in the Assembly; it seeks

to impose 0.5% interest on unpaid property tax, simplify procedures for issuing business licences

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment plans to
reduce the interest

rate for late payment of
property tax arrears in ur-
ban local bodies across the
State.

A Bill for amending the
Tamil Nadu Urban Local
Bodies Act, 1998, was ta-
bled by Minister for Muni-
cipal Administration K.N.
Nehru in the Assembly on
Monday. It seeks to impose
an interest at 0.5% if pro-
perty tax remained unpaid
after the completion of a fi-
nancial year. Earlier, if half-
vearly property tax re-
mained unpaid, the asses-
sees were to pay 1% simple
interest a month, in addi-
tion to the amount due.

The Bill also sought to
grant trade or business li-
cences without a time pe-
riod. Earlier, these licences
would be granted only for
three years.

Though a fresh Section,
109-A, the Bill also seeks to
register and provide licenc-
es for boating activities in
any waterbody vested with
the local bodies. It also
seeks to empower the go-
vernment either to suo mo-
tu or at the instance of the
municipality concerned,
vary or revoke the list of
parks, playfields, and open
spaces published.

The government had
been taking various mea-

Source: The Hindu, 29 April 2025, p.6

Chief Minister M K. Stalin making announcements in the Assembly on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sures to facilitate ease of
doing business and based
on representations, it has
proposed to simplify the
procedures for issuance of
trade and business licenc-
es granted by urban local
bodies, it said.

1t also proposed to de-
criminalise certain minor
offences through adjudica-
tion and compounding of
mechanisms, it added.

Regulating hoardings
The hoardings, digital ban-
ners and placards installed
in rural local bodies across
the State are set to be regu-
lated.

A Bill to amend the Ta-
mil Nadu Panchayats Act,
1994, accordingly was ta-
bled by Minister for Rural
Development 1. Periyasa-

The Bill also sought
to grant trade or
business licences
without a time
period. Earlier, these
licences would be

granted for 3 years

my in the Assembly on
Monday.

It sought to empower
the government in this re-
gard, as Section 172-B of
the Act only empowered
the government to make
rules for the manner of dis-
playing advertisements but
not regulate the installa-
tion of hoardings, digital
banners, and placards.

Applications with fee
As per the Bill, the Block

Development Officer (Vil-
lage Panchayats) would re-
ceive applications with fee
and can grant or refuse li-

cence.

The Block Development
Officer can al-
so cancel or
suspend the li-
cence grant-
ed. The Block Develop-
ment Officer is empowered
to confiscate and remove
any hoarding, digital ban-
ner, or placard installed
without the necessary
permissions.

The Bill also seeks to
authorise the Block Deve-
lopment Officer to issue
notices and, eventually, re-
move any hoarding that is
found to be hazardous or
poses a disturbance to the
safe movement of traffic.

IN THE .

Urudhunai loan scheme launched for
Adi Dravidars and Scheduled Tribes

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Adi Dravidar
Welfare M. Mathiventhan
on Saturday said that the
State government will im-
plement the Urudhunai
scheme to provide small
and micro loans, worth 325
crore, at reduced interest
rates to small retailers,
traders and manufacturers
from Adi Dravidar and tri-
bal communities through
the National Finance Deve-
lopment Fund.

Making the announce-
ment during the Demands
for Grants for the year
2025-26, the Minister said
that the loans under the
scheme would be provid-
ed, with the State govern-
ment’s subsidy, through
co-operative banks.

He further said that
training would be provided

to 500 entrepreneurs to
improve the participation
of companies owned by
Scheduled Castes/Tribes
and SC/ST entrepreneurs
in public procurement, ata
cost of ¥50 lakh. He also
announced a new Tamil
Nadu Adi Dravidar Housing
and Development Corpo-

ee

Training will be
provided to 500
entrepreneurs to
improve the
participation of
companies owned by
Scheduled Castes,
Tribes and SC/ST
entrepreneurs in public
procurement

M. MATHIVENTHAN
Minister for Adi Dravidar Welfare

ration (TAHDCO) commer-
cial complex scheme at a
cost of 5 crore, to allow
SC/ST communities to kick
start businesses in com-
mercial complexes under
the control of local bodies.

Mr. Mathiventhan said
that SC/ST entrepreneurs,
involved in highly techni-

TENVol. 11

cal industries, would be
able to start their business
immediately through the
‘Plug and Play Industrial
Parks’, which would be set
up at a cost of 115 crore.
The Minister said that a
digital repository of dance
and musical traditions of
Adi Dravidar and Tribal
communities would be
created at a cost of T crore.

Equality in death

He further said the govern-
ment would strive for
equality in death for the
communities by building
crematoriums, buying spe-
cial vehicles to transport
mortal remains and creat-
ing a mobile application at
a cost of T8 crore. Training
would be provided to SC/
ST community members
pursuing studies in jour-
nalism and communica-
tion, he added.

State govt. to offer
50 citizen services
through WhatsApp

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has decided to offer
50 citizen services through
WhatsApp in the first
phase of a new initiative,
Minister for Information
Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said in the Assembly
on Friday.

During the demand for
grants for the
Information
Technology
and Digital Services De-
partment, he said the go-
vernment was providing
260  citizen  services
through 34,843 e-seva
centres. At a cost of ¥3.85
crore, 50 services, includ-
ing utility bill payments,
would be  provided
through WhatsApp in the
first phase.

Among several agencies
that offer Aadhaar enrol-
ment services, the Elec-
tronic Corporation of Ta-
mil Nadu (ELCOT) has
been operating 266 Aad-
haar Enrolment Centres at
the Collectorates, the cor-
poration and municipal

EMBLY

The government was
providing 260 citizen
services through
34.843 e-seva centres,
the IT Minister said

head offices and zonal of-
fices, and the block deve-
lopment offices. Steps will
be taken to open 50 new
such centres this year, the
Minister said.

e-KYC app

Since e-Know Your Cus-
tomer (KYC) is becoming
mandatory for Aadhaar-
linked welfare schemes,
the government will intro-
duce a mobile application
and web platform for e-
KYC, he said.

Through the Tamil Vir-
tual Academy, special
training programmes, in-
cluding the use of Artificial
Intelligence in translation
and natural language pro-
cessing, will be conducted
for students of Tamil litera-
ture. The government will
also take steps to provide
high-speed internet servic-
es to households at a low
cost, he added.

Source: The Hindu, 26 April 2025, p.10
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Kumbakonam betel leaf, a blend of
tenderness and tradition, gets GI tag

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

Betel leaves hold a signifi-
cant place in Tamil culture,
intertwined with various
social customs.

They are offered in tem-
ples and widely used for
religious rituals, from birth
ceremonies to funerals,
and most notably in wed-
dings.

The Kumbakonam betel
leaf, which is renowned for
its remarkable tenderness
(Kozhundhu Vettrilai), ow-
ing to its early harvest, has
secured the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag.

According to P. Sukuma-
ran, a betel farmer from
Thirupoonthuruthi in
Thanjavur district, typical-
ly, betel leaves in other re-
gions are harvested once
every 30 days.

But Kumbakonam betel
leaves are harvested every
15 to 18 days, which makes
them exceptionally soft.

He also explained that
this particular type of betel
leaf cultivation is unique to
the Thanjavur-Kumbako-

Betel leaves are offered in

temples and widely used for
religious rituals.

nam stretch, where ideal
weather conditions and
fertile alluvial soil create
the perfect growing envi-
ronment.

Farmers in Thanjavur
district cultivate betel
leaves on approximately
20,000 to 25,000 acres,
especially in areas such as
Thirukattupalli, Karuppur,
Konerirajapuram, Thiru-
poonthuruthi,  Rajagiri,
Avoor, Pandaravadai, and
in a few other areas.

Mohammed Ismail, a
betel farmer from Pandara-
vadai, said that akin to oth-
er betel varieties, the “Vel-

The “Vellaikodi’
variety has a pale
vellowish-green hue
and elongated leaves,
while ‘Pachaikodi’
variety of leaves are

greenish and
heart-shaped

laikodi’ variety, which is
grown in the region, pos-
sesses medicinal proper-
ties and is widely used to
relieve headaches.

The harvested leaves
are sold to traders in Kum-
bakonam town, and from
there, they are distributed
to other districts. The betel
farmers in the region had
earlier cultivated another
variety called ‘Pachaikodi’.

Soft texture
K. Hima Bindu, Principal
Scientist, Indian Institute
of Horticultural Research,
Bengaluru, who has been
conducting research in be-
tel leaves, said the Kumba-
konam betel leaf is known
for its soft texture.

The uniqueness of the

Kumbakonam betel leaf
comes from the soil on the
Cauvery river banks. The
‘Vellaikodi® variety has a
pale yellowish-green hue
and elongated leaves,
while ‘Pachaikodi’ variety
of leaves are greenish and
heart-shaped.

The Kumbakonam betel
leaf finds references in lit-
erary works and poems.

Freedom fighter Subra-
mania Bharathiyar, in one
his poems, referred to the
betel leaves grown on the
banks of the Cauvery river
as follows: gangai nadhi
purathu gothumai pan-
dam, Cauveri vettrilaikku
maaru kolvom.

He said it was ex-
changed for the wheat cul-
tivated along the Ganges
river.

Writers Karichan Kunju
and T. Janakiraman, both
natives of Kumbakonam,
have also referred in their
novels to the tradition of
chewing Kumbakonam be-
tel leaves with areca nut
(paaku), slaked lime (sun-
nambu), and tobacco,
tinged with rose water.

Metrowater to seek funding
from Asian Development Bank

The funds will be used for the ring main pipeline project, which will enhance water supply in the

city, and for modernisation of sewer network in areas under Nesapakkam sewage treatment plant

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Chennai Metro-
T politan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage

Board (CMWSSB) is set to
propose two vital projects
- one to enhance the city’s
water supply and another
to upgrade the sewerage
infrastructure — to the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) for funding. It is also
likely to submit the propo-
sals to the Central govern-
ment in a week.

In a significant push to
enhance urban resilience,
the CMWSSB will submit
the proposals to create the
ring main pipeline, aimed
at uniform water distribu-

The ring main pipeline will
create a distribution loop
around the city, linking all
water sources. FILE PHOTO

tion, and to upgrade the
old sewerage system in
core areas covered under
the Nesapakkam sewage
treatment plant (STP) to
the Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs.

Officials said the work
was likely to start by Sep-

tember after the Centre’s
approval and funding is
obtained.

The CMWSSB has set
the ball rolling for one of
the long-pending demands
to modernise the ageing
sewer network. In the first
phase, the old network in
core areas (zones 9, 10, and
13) covered under the Ne-
sapakkam STP will be re-
vamped at a cost of £740.37
crore. Residents said the
project was the need of the
hour.

Vasanthi Kannan, secre-
tary, Kodambakkam Resi-
dents’ Civic and Welfare
Association said: “The
work must be accelerated
to match rapid urbanisa-
tion as many individual

houses in areas such as
K.K. Nagar and Kodambak-
kam have been replaced by
apartments.”

Residents said sewage
overflow was common
during the monsoon as the
system was designed for a
limited population.

Another major project is
the ring main pipeline.
This involves setting up a
large circular pipeline,
which will draw from diffe-
rent water sources and
connect all of Chennai’s
water treatment plants. It
will create a distribution
loop around the city to im-
prove water pressure, mi-
nimise transmission loss,
ensure equitable supply,
and stave off shortages.
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T.N. restrains government
staff from writing books
criticising State policies

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has restrained its em-
ployees from publishing
any work of art containing
views against policies of
the State.

The State amended pro-
visions under the Tamil
Nadu Government Ser-
vants’ Conduct Rules,
1973, which prescribes that
any government servant
should obtain prior per-
mission to publish any
book or engage habitually
in literary or artistic work
of any kind, and that the
government servant who
writes books on literature,
short story, novel, drama,
essay and poetry should
immediately report to the
prescribed authority when
he receives the remunera-
tion from the publisher.

An order issued by the
Human Resources Manage-
ment Department, dated
February 24, 2025, said
that on the Centenary Ce-
lebration of former Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi —
as a measure of encourag-
ing and appreciating the

The State amended

provisions under
the Tamil Nadu
Government
Servants' Conduct
Rules, 1973

writing skills and writings
in Tamil of government
servants — the rules were
amended to the effect that
an employee may publish
books on giving mere inti-
mation to the competent
authority, instead of ob-
taining prior permission.

While doing so, the em-
ployee shall submit a de-
claration that no criticism
or attack against the State
had been made in the
book, and that the book
does not contain any ob-
jectionable text or content
affecting the law and order
of the State.

In the new rules, after
the recent amendment, a
government servant may
publish, on information to
the competent authority,
books on literature, short
story, novel, drama, essay,
poetry and professional
and academic subjects,

Source: The Hindu, 17 April 2025, p.2

barring a book that relates
to acts or policies of the go-
vernment.

However, this would be
subject to the condition
that the author shall give a
self-declaration that no
criticism or attack against
the State had been made in
the book and it does not
contain views against the
policy of the government
and any objectionable text
or content affecting law
and order.

A government servant
shall not, without the per-
mission of the competent
authority, engage himself
habitually in literary or ar-
tistic work of any kind, it
further said. Moreover, the
employee shall not use his
or her time and official in-
fluence for promoting the
sale of copies of the book.

Rule for remuneration
The new rules further said
that no government ser-
vant should accept a lump-
sum remuneration or re-
muneration on royalty ba-
sis from publishers
without getting prior per-
mission from the govern-
ment.

T.N. to get more EV charging
Spots even as existing ones
fail to generate any income

Indian Oil Corporation and other companies will set up over 1,100 charging stations, adding to

State’s existing 1,000 charging points; fuel pump operators lament low patronage at the stations

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
‘CHENNAI

n line with the
lCentre’s push for the
use of green fuels,
more e-vehicle charging
stations will come up in Ta-
mil Nadu this year.
According to sources,
Indian Oil Corporation will
set up 600 e-vehicle charg-
ing stations, Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation will add
440 stations, and Hindus-
tan Petroleum Corporation
will bring in 150 stations.
The State already has
1,000 e-vehicle charging
stations. Sources in the
State-run oil marketing
companies (OMCs) said the
charging points will be set
up in existing petrol bunks.
“There are adequate EV
charging stations on high-
ways and in urban areas.
Car manufacturers have a
dedicated mobile app to
use charging stations; whe-
never a car enters a retail
outlet, the location is iden-
tified and after charging,
the amount is debited,”
said an official source.
However, fuel pump op-
erators said they were not
getting any income out of
the e-vehicle charging sta-
tions. “We have had this fa-
cility for over seven
months but till date, not
even one customer has
sought EV charging station
services. We don’t even
know how to properly op-

No takers: Fuel pump operators say e-vehicle owners/dri

using the charging points near hotels or parks. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

erate the equipment. The
OMC just set up the charg-
ing station here. When a
car is parked here, we will
not have space for other
vehicles,” said a fuel pump
operator.

Another operator said
that e-vehicle owners/driv-
ers prefer charging their
vehicles at home or using
the charging points near
hotels or parks. “In the
U.S., EV charging stations
are set up in places like
malls, theatres, parks, and
play areas for children,
where time could be spent
on recreational activities.
Here, if such charging sta-

Sources in State-run
oil marketing
companies say the
EV charging points
will be set up in
existing petrol bunks

tions are set up at petrol
bunks, there is nothing for
the drivers to do,” he said.

Land acquisition

Meanwhile, following the
upgrading of the Chennai-
Tiruchi Highway to an elec-
tric highway, and a suc-
cessful trial run of vehicles,
land acquisition has begun

Source: The Hindu, 30 April 2025, p.6
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for setting up charging sta-
tions for vehicles every 50
km, along five highways in
the State.

“The lands are being ta-
ken up on lease for at least
20 years. In this model,
which is being implement-
ed as part of the Ease of
Doing  Business  pro-
gramme, fleet operators
would be encouraged to
buy e-vehicles that are ma-
nufactured as highway edi-
tion models with cameras
and trackers,” said a source
in the National Highways
for Electric Vehicles, which
will roll out the project by
April or May 2026.



Modi opens 704 cr bridge, flags off
Rameswaram-Tambaram train service

PM arrives at Mandapam in helicopter; offers prayers at Ramanathaswamy Temple

M S THANARAJ @ Ramanathapuram

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday inaugurated
the new Pamban bridge, the
country’s first vertical lift sea
bridge, and flagged off train
service linking Rameswaram
island to the rest of the
country.

The2.08-km-long bridge, con-
structed at a revised cost of
704 crore, connects Rameswar-
am island with Mandapam on
the mainland.

Following its inauguration,
the PM flagged off a new train
service between Rameswaram
and Tambaram (Chennai).

After the train crossed the
new bridge, the centre vertical
lift span of the new and old
Pamban bridges were opened
for the Indian Coast Guard
ships to pass under it.

The new bridge has a 72.5-m
vertical lift span that can be
raised to a height of 17 metres,
facilitating smooth sailing of
large boats beneath while en-
suring seamless train
operations.

Considering the condition of
the century-old Pamban rail-
way sea bridge, the railways
started construction of the new
rail sea bridge in 2019.

Train services on the old
Pamban bridge were suspend-
ed in December 2022, and trains
were operated only till Manda-
bam. After more than two
vears, the train service to Ram-
eswaram has resumed follow-
ing the opening of the new
Pamban bridge on Sunday

Prior to the event, conclud-
ing his official visit to Sri Lan-
ka, the PM landed at Manda-
pam in a helicopter: Clad in the
traditional ‘veshti’ (dhoti) and
shirt, Modi was briefed about
the bridge works by the railway
officials before he inaugurated
it from a dais on the Pamban
road bridge in the presence of
Union Minister of Railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw:

Posting a video, Modisaid on
X, “On the way back from Sri
Lanka a short while ago, was
blessed to have a Darshan of

Y
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PM Narendra Modi inaugurated road projects in Rameswaram on Sunday | kx susoar

the Ram Setu. And, asa divine
coincidence, it happened at the
same time as the Surva Tilak
was taking place in Ayvodhya.”
He added, “Blessed to have the
Darshan of both. Prabhu Shri
Ram is a uniting force for all of
us. May His blessings always
remain upon us.”

Modi also offered prayers at

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 April 2025, p.4
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the Ramanathaswamy Temple
in this holy town on Sunday, co-
inciding with Rama Navami.
The priests accorded him a tra-
ditional welcome. Tamil Nadu
Governor RN Ravi, Union Min-
ister of State for Information
and Broadcasting L Murugan
and BJP Tamil Nadu president
K Annamalai accompanied the

New bridge faces
‘technical glitch’

On Sunday, the new Pamban
rail sea bridge inavgurated by
PM Narendra Modi was hit by
a 'technical snag’ while
lowering the lift span.
Sources said that the lift
span of the state-of-the-art
bridge got stuck midway.
However, Southern Railways
refuted it in their social
media page. Two trains were
operated on the bridge on
Sunday.

Prime Minister:

Ravi, Murugan, TN Finance
Minister Thangam Thennar-
asu, TN Minister of Milk and
Dairy Development R S Raja
Kannappan were present dur-
ing the events. BJP state presi-
dent K Annamalai and other
leaders received the PM at the
helipad.



300 houses to be built for homeless
people in Gudalur at 327 cr: Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Nilgiris

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Sunday made a slew of an-
nouncements for people of Nil-
giris district. Speaking at a
function organised in the gov-
ernmentarts college at Ooty, he
said a tribal museum and a re-
search centre would be estab-
lished in thedistrictata cost of
710 crore and 300 houses would
be built for the homeless people
in Gudalur at a cost of ¥26.6
crore.

The CM further said that a
multi-level car parking would
be constructed at a cost of 20
crore in Qoty. To encourage
tourists, 5 crore would be giv-
en to TNSTC to operate 10 hop-
on hop-oftf services.

Likewise, 200 houses will be
constructed at a cost of 10
crore and 23 community halls
would be built at a cost of 35.75
crore for the benefit of tribal

engineering department at an exhibition in Doty Arts College | express

gene pool park at Naadukani
would be improved at cost of
T3 crore.

Highlighting the number of
beneficiaries of several govern-
ment schemes in the Nilgiris in
the last four years, Stalin said,
“So far; 596 lakh people in the
district benefited under the
Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam.
The facilities at the district

with hospitals in Kotagiri and
Coonoor,” he said.

Stalin also said 16,000 women
are receiving monthly honorar-
ium of 1,000 and 735 students
are receiving 1,000 under
Tamil Puthalvan and 771 bene-
fit under Pudhumai Pengal
scheme. An arts and science
college has been proposed in
Coonoor and 70 crore has been

people living in urban aveas of
the district. Further, he said the

headquarters hospital at Guda-
lur is being improved along

allocated to set up an eco park
in Ooty, in the 2025-26 budget.

CMintroduces two bills tonominate
disabled peopletoall TNlocalbodies

No election for these posts; urban bodies with over 100 members to have 2 PwD nominees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

TWO bills to amend the Tamil
Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act,
1998, and the Tamil Nadu Pan-
chayats Act, 1994, which would
ensure the nomination of per-
sons with disabilities (PwD) to
all local bodies in the state to
ensure that their voices are
heard in local governance, were
introduced in the Assembly on
Wednesday.

Chief Minister MK Stalin in-
troduced these bills to fulfilthe
announcement he made on Feb-
ruary 27 while speaking at a
function that adequate repre-
sentation of differently-abled
persons will be ensured by
nominating them to all urban
and rural local bodies.

Stalin said that only 35 PwDs
serve as elected members in ur-
ban local bodies.

Once the amended bills come
into force, around 650 PwDs
will be nominated to urban lo-
cal bodies, he said. Similarly,
12,913 PwDs will be nominated
to village panchayvats; 388 to
panchayat unions, and 37 to dis-
trict panchavats.

Describing April 16 as a ‘gold-
enday’ in his life, the CM said
the voices of thousands of
PWDs will now be heard in lo-
cal bodies. Through these
amendments, PwDs would get

e

1

Chief Minister MK Stalin arrives at the Secretariat on Wednesday | p awanar

nominated to all local bodies
without having to contest elec-
tions. This will ensure their
representation in local govern-
ance and provide them with
equal opportunities and privi-
leges. These bills will also en-
sure respect for PwDs in their
native places, he added.

The CM's announcement was
witnessed by many persons
with disabilities from the As-
sembly gallery “The objective
of the Dravidian movement has
always been to elevate the op-
pressed to positions of author-
ity and to ensure their active
participation in power,” Stalin
said.

According to the amend-
ments introduced, the tenure
of the nominated members will

be coterminous to that of the
elected representatives. Moreo-
ver, while the bills indicated
that one PwD member will be
nominated to each local body,
two members can be nominated
to urban bodies where the
strength of the elected council
exceeds 100.

He said the allocation for this
department during the previ-
ous government stood at TEET
crore, and in the current finan-
cial vear it has doubled (¥1,432
crore).

“This government has been
implementing welfare schemes
for PwDs not only out of com-
passion but also based on their
rights. Tamil Nadu provided
monthly financial assistance to
the highest number of PwDs,”

Empowering PwDs

= The tenure of the
nominated members will be
coterminous to that of the
elected representatives

= One PwD member will be
nominated to each local
body

= Two members can be
nominated to urban bodies
where the strength of the
elected council exceeds 100

he said.

The CM also pointed outthat
in the past four years, 1,493
PwDs have got government em-
ployment through the 4% res-
ervation for them. Besides, pri-
vate companies that employ at
least 10 persons with disabili-
ties are being given a monthly
wage subsidy of 2,000 per per-
son for one year, he added.

Deepak Nathan, a person
with disability and president
of the December 3 Movement,
who was overcome by emotion,
told media at the secretariat
that it was a historical day. “For
the first time in India. over
15,000 PwDs are going to be-

come councillors in local bod- Soyrce: The New Indian E.
17 April 2025, p.4

ies without facing election,” he
said.
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Source: The New Indian Express,
7 April 2025, p.4



Bill to make parent docu check
must for property registration

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chernai

THE government has amended
the Registration Act, 1908, fol-
lowing a Supreme Court deci-
sion that invalidated a key pro-
vision intended to curb fraud
in property transactions.

In an earlier attempt to ad-
dress forgery, impersonation
and other irregularities in the
registration of immovable
property, the state had intro-
duced Rule 55-A to the Tamil
Nadu Registration Rules, 1948,
Framed under Section 69 of the
Registration Act, the rule man-
dated that parent document or
other prescribed records be
produced at the time of regis-
tration to verify ownership.
However, in a judgment deliv-
ered on April 7, the Supreme
Court ruled that Section 69 does
not confer the authority to en-
act rules inconsistent with the
central legislation. As a result,
the court declared Rule 55-A(i)
ultra vires to the Registration
Act, 1908.

In response, the Tamil Nadu
government has moved to for-
mally amend the central Act
through a state-specific modifi-

5

cation, aiming to embed safe-
guards against fraud within
the legal framework. A new Bill
has been introduced to codify
these protections, strengthen-
ing oversight of property regis-
trations and offering greater
security to buyers and property
OWnNers.

Currently, the provisions of
the Registration Act, 1908 (Cen-
tral Act XVI of 1908), do not
permit a registering officer or
any other authority tocancela
document once it has been reg-
istered, even on grounds of
fraud or impersonation, posing

serious hardshipfor vietims of  dicial expectations and offering
fraudulent transactions. Toad-  stronger protection to the pub-  Source: The New Indian Express,
dress these vulnerabilities, the lic against fraud.

Picture used for representational purpose

Inspector General of Registra-
tion has issued multiple circu-
lars directing registering offic-
ers to verify original title deeds,
encumbrance certificates, and
revenue records before process-
ing property registrations.
The Madras High Court has
also instructed the government
to formalise these safeguards
by incorporating the directives
of the inspector general into
the regulatory framework.
The proposed amendments
areintended to provide a statu-
tory basis for these measures,
aligning state practice with ju-

29 April 2025, p.6

Incentive for having third child in TN:
Stalin says govt is not forcing anyone

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

WITH the demand raised by a
DME MLA in the Assembly
urging the government to con-
sider providing incentives to
couples for having third child
raising eyebrows, Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin clarified, “We
areonly saying that such a situ-
ation may arise. We are not
forcing it.”

The CM was responding to a
question on whether the gov-
ernment has plans to encour-
age population growth while
inaugurating various govern-
ment schemes in North Chen-
naion Tuesday evening.

Bargur DMK MLA D Mathi-
azhagan raised the demand in
the Assembly in the light of the
Union government’s policy of
allocating funds to states based
on population size, as well as
the anticipated population-

isters are misusing taxpayers’
money, Stalin responded, “She
has no other job. That is why
she is making such statements.
There's nothing more to it.”

Earlier, the chief minister
handed over houses to 130 ben-
eficiaries at Jamalia, construct-
ed by the Tamil Nadu Urban
Habitat Development Board at
a cost of 2304 lakh.

He also laid the foundations
for wvarious government
projects worth $40.34 crore and
inaugurated completed projects
worth 36.90 crore.

Besides, he distributed wel-
fare measures to the beneficiar-
ies in his Kolathur Assembly
constituency, and flagged off an
ambulance with advanced life
support facilitv and also two
battery operated vehicles, sup-

Stalin distributing welfare assistance to the public in Kolathur on Tuesday | exeress

sembly polls, Stalin said, “We
will win more than that.”
When asked about the allega-

based delimitation, which
could reduce the number of
MPs representing TN.

To another guery about
DMEK's target of winning 200
seats out the total 234 in the As-

Source: The New Indian Express, 30 April 2025, p.5
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tion by former Telangana Gov-
ernor and BJP leader Tamilisai
Soundararajan that DMK min-

ported by KVB under its CSR
funds to the Perivar govern-
ment hospital in Kelathur.
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2025: A loo story

A Month-Long ‘Toilet’ Festival Spotlights Everything From
Vandalism In Public Restrooms To Empowering Sanitation Workers

Muskaan.Ahmed
@timesofindia.com

rget about the city’s his-

torical landmarks and

age-old architecture for a

bit this summer as Great-

er Chennai Corporation presents

its latest walking tour — of the
various public restrooms.

Stroll through the toilets as
psychologists decode the van-
dalism that covers the walls
— what do those hand-drawn
flowers symbolize or that ran-
dom message about a certain
gent being in love with a cer-
tain lady? And of course, the
psychology of that intricately
graphic genital art.

GCC, in collaboration with
WASHIab, an initiative focused
on improving sanitation prac-
tices in Chennai, will launch
the third edition of its Inter-
national Toilet Festival 2025 in
June. The month-long event,
which besides mapping the
city’s open defecation spots and
holding discussions on how
sanitation workers can be em-
powered, will also have speak-
ers from diverse sectors discuss
challenges in keeping the city
clean.

“We are planning toilet
walks on vandalism, ‘dirtology’
and toilet shame,” says Meenak-
shi Meera, urban designer and
researcher at WASHlab. “The
‘toilet dirtology’ walk for exam-
ple will highlight the nature of
stains and waste found in pub-
lic toilets.”

With this festival being a
timely reminder of what the
govt can do in terms of better-
ing lives of sanitation workers
and bringing policy changes,
GCC commissioner J Ku-
maragurubaran says WASHlab
conducts sanitation audits for
the corporation and highlights
areas that need to be improved.

“We are planning a series of
initiatives such as onboarding
Co-optex to make uniforms for
our sanitation workers, ensure
more PPE Kkits are made avail-
able to them, provide chang-
ing rooms and ensure they are
members of the Sanitation
Workers Welfare Board,” he
says.

GCC has given out the wel-

. >
WHAT'S ON AT THE TOILET FESTIVAL?

PEE POINTS MAPPING: Online
campaign inviting people to mark
open defecation spots

cinema and policy to spotlight
sanitation-related challenges

SHORT FILMS: Free public

#ONCEINALOOCAMPAIGN: Social
media initiative encouraging
people to share public toilet
experiences using the hashtag

screenings of films on

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS:
Focusing on public toilet
infrastructure, gender gap in
toilet access, water hygiene
and sanitation as a
fundamental right

ToiletX TALKS: Modelled on
the TEDx format, it will
feature speakers from
design, urban planning,

fare board membership
cards to more than 5,000
people  through  which
sanitary workers can avail
benefits such as accident
and distress relief. “GCC is
planning awareness drives
to get more workers to enrol
in the welfare board,” says
Kumaragurubaran.

While contract and GCC §
sanitation workers have
benefits to some extent, at
the bottom of this socially
ostracized profession are
informal sanitation work-
ers working in the private

Source: The Times of India, 19 April 2025, p.2

students about public sanitation
systems and encourage them to
develop a ‘hygiene manifesto’ in
collaboration with elected
student health ministers

KAKKOOS SABHA: A zone-wise

awareness sessions and direct

access to welfare schemes.

Organized as information and
registration camps, the sabha
will facilitate access to benefits
such as provident fund,
employee insurance and
schemes under the Sanitary
Workers Welfare Board

sector, says Sugantha Priscilla,
senior specialist at the Tamil
Nadu Urban Sanitation Sup-
port Programme (TNUSSP).
Sanitation workers working at
schools, malls and restaurants
do not have official acknowl-
edgement of their employment
or insurance benefits.

“They do everything from
cleaning the septic tanks to
even cleaning after children in
special needs schools, and their
salary is just z5,000. The govt
needs to ensure they are regis-

& tered in the sanitation welfare

board,” says Priscilla.
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THE UBIQUITOUS PERFUME
WITH AN ELUSIVE HISTORY

Made Originally From Sandalwood, Herbs
And The Aromatic Secretions From Civet
Cats, Javadhu Powder Has Its Roots In Siddha
Medicine And Mentions In Sangam Literature,
Yet There Is No Scientific Documentation
Or Official Recognition Of It

HOW
JAVADHU
POWDER
IS USED

> Mixed with water
or rosewater and
applied on skin

> Sprinkled on pooja

items

> Smoked as incense

during pranayama or
meditation

> Sprayed on
garlands and to wash
idols

> In medicines

Sandalwood
and edible
camphor are
the main
ingredients.
Lotus stem is
also added

Anitha Kuppuswamy |
JAVADHU MAKER

Asha.Prakash@timesofindia.com

hyagaraja would

begin his concerts

only after applying

javadhu on his

neck, says TV host
and singer Anitha Kuppuswa-
my, who prepares her own
brand of the perfumed powder.
“It was considered to render
positive energy. ‘Poosama pad-
amattanga’, they would say It's
also the favourite scent of Lord
Muruga, who is called ‘Javadu
Priyan’.”

Javadhu, a reddish orange
powder, finds mention in the
Sangam literature and contin-
ues to be made with the same
basic ingredients, albeit in

chemically preserved forms.
“Sandalwood and pachakarpoo-
ram (edible camphor) are the
main ingredients, besides ad-
ditional options such as lotus
stems, dried gooseberry and
arigam pullu (Bermuda
grass),” says Anitha. “But now-
adays, sawdust is often added
for volume.”

Ask for ‘Javadhu’ at any of
the tiny stalls surrounding tem-
ples in South India and you will
be handed a tiny glass bottle
with the powder. The garish
stickers and cheap prices, at 80

to 7100 for 10g, belie the power
of this perfumed powder, which
can give chemical deodorants
a run for their money; the
heady scent can fill aroom and
last a long time.

It is sold across the country
and even exported, but surpris-
ingly, there have been no con-
crete scientific studies on its
origin or ingredients. Available
evidence points to origins in
Tamil Nadu or the eastern
ghats, but there is no documen-
tation of the process, except
mentions in Sangam literature.

The powder has been associ-
ated with tribal communities,
since a major ingredient —
punugu or the aromatic secre-
tions from civet cats — was ac-
cessible only to them, says Ol-
ive King, director of biodiver-
sity at the M S Swaminathan
Research Foundation. “During
my childhood days in Madurai,
I have come across flower sell-
ers associating with tribals
who domesticated the civet cat.
Ingredients sourced from wild
animals are illegal now, and the
chemical - ketone - is produced
artificially.”

Most of the manufacturing
of javadhu is done via cottage
industries, at home, in temple
towns such as Chidambaram
and Kancheepuram, and not in
an organised manner, says Mo-
hammed Sadik, founder of
Chennai-based Wanaromah
perfumes. “It is one of the old-
est forms of perfumery. Once
confined to temples and tradi-
tions, it is now appreciated
globally for its natural fra-
grance and spiritual appeal. We
sell it in powder form to be re-
constituted with natural oils.
We would describe the top
notes as floral and herbal,
slightly camphoraceous, with

Source: The Times of India, 25 April 2025, p.6

the heart spicy, balsamic and
earthy, with a rich sandalwood
and musk base.”

In their paper on ‘Javadhu
powder fragrance finishing in
textile materials’ published in
Research Gate, Anisha C Suraj
and Nandhini Marimuthu
write that while the exact reci-
pe of Javadhu may vary, it
typically includes a blend of
natural ingredients sourced
from plants as well as sandal-
wood and saffron.

“Saffron contributes a rich,
floral scent and a golden hue to
the powder while agarwood,
also known as oud, is aresinous
wood that forms in the heart-
wood of certain species of trees
in the aquilaria genus. It has a
deep, complex aroma with
earthy, floral, and spicy notes,”
say the authors. Herbs and spic-
es such as cardamom, cloves,
cinnamon, nutmeg, and vetiver
are also included in javadhu

Pics: L R Shankar

is also said to have made the
statue of Murugan in Palani
Hills with nine types of herbs.

Bhoga Siddar’s work on
medicine and alchemy, Bogar
Saptha Kaandam, is a compila-
tion of texts on herbs, miner-
als, and medicinal prepara-
tions. The word javadhu is said
to mean “perfume from para-
dise” but there is no documen-
tation of it having originated
in the Jawadhu Hills.

“There is evidence of Siddha
caves in the Jawadhu Hills situ-
ated in the eastern ghats in
Thiruvannamalai, but we can’'t
be sure if the powder was named
after the hills,” says Rajendran
Silambarasan, who has co-pub-
lished a paper on the medicinal
plants in the Jawadhu Hills in the
journal National Library of
Medicine. “These hills and sur-
rounding ones are still known for
a variety of medicinal herbs for
ailments such as cold, cough and
snake bite, which are made and
used by the Malayali tribes of the
region,” he says. The tribes are
also involved in the making of

various other herbal per-
fumes, and thus the
possibility of ja-
vadhu perfume
beingoriginally

formulated
here is high.

The pow-

powder to
enhance its
fragrance
and thera-
peutic proper-
ties, says the
paper. To impart
delicate and uplifting
floral notes, extracts of jas-
mine, rose, lotus and champaka
are added, each contributing its
unique aroma to the blend.
Though there is no documented
evidence for this, the Siddhas of
Tamil Nadu, founders of one of
India’s earliest traditional me-
dicinal systems, are said to be
the first formulators.

The story goes that Bhogar,
a master alchemist and one of
the 18 original siddhas, invent-
ed this aroma to offer to Lord
Skanda during pooja and ritu-
als. Bhogar, who was entrusted
with the responsibility of pro-
tecting all herbs of the hilly
areas of the state from misuse,
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der and paste
are exported
across the
world today as
perfume and
deodorant, and
vet, it is not consid-
ered a product of Tamil
Nadu, perhaps owing to the
lack of documentation. For the
same reason, no one has at-
tempted to apply for a Gl tag for
the product either: “The exact
area of origin is not clear, and
it’s a generic brand now, with-
out any patents. Hence, it's dif-
ficult to try for a GI tag,” says
Sanjay Gandhi, IPR attorney.
“It’s not just javadhu. There are
many unique herbal powders
which have originated from
Tamil Nadu which should be
recognised and protected.”
Email your feedback
with name and address to
southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com




Strategic location, logistics hubs, avenues to source raw materials, and
availability of top talent make the state a top draw for FMCG behemoths

Yogesh.

imesofindia.com

t's raining investments in Tamil

Nadu's Fast-Moving Consumer

Goods (FMCG) sector as domestic

and MNC majors are lining up to

set up manufacturing facilities in

the state. While Godrej Consumer
Products (GCPL) inaugurated its first inte-
grated greenfield plant at Tiruporur near
the city last month (March 2025), Dabur
India is breaking ground for its first factory
in south India at Tindivanam in Villupuram
district soon.

Global food and beverage conglomerate
PepsiCo is launching a manufacturing plant
at the Sipcot food industrial park at Manap-
parai in Trichy district to make potato chips
and snacks at an investment of more than
%500 crore, according to sources in the
state industry department. Official

TN'S FASI-MOVER £
ADVANTAGE FOR - &
CONSUMER GOODS/4

,_,

_ The
availability
of land in
Tamil Nadu,
. spread over 50
industrial parks,
coupled with TN
heing a power surplus
state makes it
attractive for FMCG
companies

— K SENTHIL RAJ, MD, Sipcot

first inte-
grated green-
field manufacturing

facility. The ¥515 crore facility at
OneHub Chennai Park in Chengalpet dis-
trict is manufacturing multiple product
categories and brands such as Cinthol,
GoodKnight, Aer, and Godrej Expert hair
colour under one roof.

“As production scales up, this facility
will offer pan-India service. Given our sig-
nificant presence in international mar-
kets—especially in Asia, Africa, and Latin :
America—we do foresee opportunities to
leverage this facility for exports in the fu- -
ture,” said Saurabh Jhawar, head - product <
supply organization for India & SAARC, QD;T g -
GCPL. - ] A K\ N
Interestingly, women form a sizable NLUEEUSZTITT 7 \ -

workforce in these plants. ’ 1 I
Godrej plans to employ &
1,000 workers in its Chen-

in 2018, encompasses 12 lakh sq ft
and its portfolio includes Yippee!
instant noodles, Bingo! snacks, Sun-

galpet plant, of which |

50% will be women. It’s a
trend mirrored even in

sources told TOI that Hindustan Unile-
ver (HUL) has also evinced interest in
establishing a factory at Manapparai

to manufacture Boost, Horlicks and

other malted drinks.

Tamil Nadu is an ideal location for
Dabur to cater to the entire south India
market. Logistically, Tindivanam is at
the hub of three of its major distribution
centres in south India, said Dabur India’s
global head of operations Saurabh Lal.
“So, it is ideal from the perspectives of
‘depot delivered cost’ and serviceability.
Also, we procure a lot of raw material
from nearby areas. This unit will help
enhance our sourcing of agricultural
produce from local farmers. The food
park, where this unit will be located, also
offers excellent infrastructure. So, from
sourcing to overall cost model, this was our
best option,” he adds.

The company will be investing 7135 crore
in phase I, which will be scaled up to 2400
crore over a period of five years. Dabur
would be manufacturing products such as
toothpaste, honey, Odonil air fresheners
and items within the F&B portfolio
such as Real fruit juices.

The state’s robust infrastruc-
ture and progressive industrial
policies made it a natural
choice even for GCPL's

Pudukkottai, where women

from nearby villages make up
more than 75% of the work-
force in ITC’s Integrated Con-
sumer Goods Manufacturing
and Logistics Unit (ICML).

The facility set up

Graphic: G Joy Theophilus

Source: The Times of India, 28 April 2025, p.4
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feast Dark Fantasy, Sunfeast Marie and
Aashirvaad Atta. “Tamil Nadu has emerged
as an important demand centre for ITC. The
support of various govt departments and
ease of doing business are key factors for
choosing TN as a destination for setting up
manufacturing facilities,” Jayendra Gupta,
VP, technology & manufacturing, foods divi-
sion, ITC, saidd.

While Tamil Nadu’s infrastructure and
talented manpower are regarded as givens
in its industrial allure, there are other fac-
tors that stakeholders point out as drivers
of growth. The state is a high consumption,
premium market.

“It is gradually emerging as a hub for
FMCG companies, mainly to cater to the
south Indian markets,” notes C K Rangana-
than, CMD of Cavinkare. It's a view echoed
by industry bodies as well, thanks to Tamil
Nadu’s status as one most urbanised states
in the country. “The state boasts extensive
infrastructure including four major ports.
FMCG companies can use TN as their R&D
base given its deep thinking ecosystem com-
prising the TNAU, National Institute of
Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and
Management in Tanjore, and the National
Research Centre for Banana in Trichy,” ex-
plains CII southern region deputy chairman
and Danfoss India president Ravichandran
Purushothaman.



‘Tamil Nadu’s 2025-26 budget proposes waste-to-energy plants and a clean-up drive while
simultaneously encouraging industries that will increase pollution, an unsustainable
waste management model that puts public health and environment at risk

Dear govt, you can’t
burn your way out
~of a plastic crisis

Vishvaja S & Chythenyen Devika
Kulasekaran

s part of the 2025-26
budget, the state govt
announced two waste-
to-energy (WTE) in-
ineration plants in
Kodungaiyur and Tambaram
with a capacity of 2IMW and 15-
18MW electricity generation
from solid waste.

The WTE at Kodungaiyur
dump yard is to be set up at an
estimated life-cycle cost of
23,450cr. At the same time, the
govt launched a year-long plastic
waste clean-up and recyeling
drive that began on Jan 25. While
these solutions are projected to
solve the growing solid waste
problem, it ignores the elephant
in the room — the fact that Chen-
naiis the leader in plastic produc-
tion and consumption in south
India.

Though the world is shifting
towards renewables and electric
vehicles, fossil fuel industries are
banking on plastics for profits.
The International Energy Agen-
cy projects that by 2050, plastics
and petrochemicals will drive
50% of oiland 58% of gasdemand
growth. The Organization for
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment warns that plastic
production could triple by 2060.
Without curbing production,
govts worldwide are left spending
$32 billion annually on managing
plastic waste.

This pattern of global contra-
dictory measures which just fo-
cus on the plastic issue as a waste
management problem and not an
upstream problem manifests in
Tamil Nadu in two concrete pro-
jects. The first is the plan to set up
a 243.78 acre polymer industrial
park exclusively for housing plas-
tic and allied industries in Tiru-
vallur district at ¥216cr: The sec-
ond is the state-incentivised dou-
bling of Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Limited’s (CPCL)
capacity to 19.5 million metric
tons per annum from the current
10.5 million metric tons per an-
num in Nagapattinam while
pumping in thousands of crores
of public money to set up WTEs.

The govt is simultaneously
encouraging industries that will
increase pollution while invest-
ing huge public money to manage
the environmental fallout. Thus,
the state risks becoming a sacri-
fice zone for this unsustainable
model of waste management.

Tamil Nadu is in a dire situa-
tion. Its plastic waste generation

is startling. As plastic production
rises, so does municipal solid
waste, with plastic remaining the
hardest material to manage. TN
produced 7.82 lakh tonnes plastic
waste in the 2022-23 financial year,
nearly 50% higher than Delhi.
Once established, together, the
polymer industries park and
Chennai Petroleum Corporation
Litd’s expansion, will worsen the
plastic crisis in the state.

CPCL’s existing 30,000 MT/
year propylene plant enables pro-
duction of about 3.4 billion plastic
carry bags annually With CPCL’s
capacity doubling to 19.5 MMTPA
and the Polymer Park creating
new demand for plastic feed-
stocks, this output will scale sig-
nificantly.

The proposed solutions are
basically flawed as they are down-
stream. They focus only on man-
aging plastic waste generated
after use rather than regulating
its feedstock production. WTE
plants require constant plastic
waste flows to remain operation-
al, creating contrary economic
incentives against plastic produc-
tion reduction.

Source: The Times of India, 28 April 2025, p.6

MOUNTING MENACE TN produced
7.82 lakh' tonn_gg_plastlc waste.in

. the 2022-23 financial year, 50% \

“ hlgherthanDeIhl ., TR

The Meendum Manjapai
(MM) cloth bag initiative shifts
the responsibililty onto individu-
als while ignoring industrial-
scale plastic production, enabled
by state-subsidised projects

cinerator will be catastrophic to

Chennai’s environment and cli-
mate.

The health and environment

is atrisk of contamination as in-

cinerators are known to emit

such as CPCL's expansion harmful pollutants
and the Polymer Park. such as PMI10,
Without regulating KERALA HAS PM2.5, SOx, NOx,
feedstock produc-  ALREADY SHOWN  HCL, heavy met-
tion, individual THAT SUCCESSFUL als, dioxins and
oL MODHSBASTIO b
ing industries a HANDLE WASTE incinerators in
free hand for sur- WITHOUT NEED FOR  Chennai will
plus production. A WASTE-TO-ENERGY  emit about 6,120
committed action PLANTS tonnes of CO2 per
against plastic pollu- day which is equiva-

tion regulating feedstock
production along with indi-
vidual-centric measures is
needed.

A recent investigation on a
10-tonne waste incinerator in
Manali, Chennai, indicated that
cadmium levels, a carcinogen,
were 24 times higher than WHO
standards apart from revealing
that they were operating illegally
for five years. Building two new
WTE incinerators that will be 360
times bigger than the Manali in-

lent to the emissions
from a little more than 15
lakh passenger cars.
Globally, the communities
around WTEs have reported
poor environment quality and
poor health. A recent NewYork
Times investigative article on the
Delhi's Okhla WTE plant has
found severe health impacts in-
cluding congenital anomalies,
miscarriages, respiratory ill-
nesses, and cancer: To sustainably
solve the plastic issue, the TN
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govtrequires upstream interven-
tions. First, the state must scrap
its persistence in establishing the
polymer industrial park in Thiru-
vallur despite facing opposition
from local communities. Instead,
it needs to invest in developing
environmentally and people
friendly alternative models. A
legally binding Global Plastics
Treaty, is currently being negoti-
ated under the aegis of the UN,
for addressing plastics pollution
across its entire life-cycle. As an
industrial leader in the country,
TN should advocate for national
plastic production caps which
will reduce theamount of plastics
that is manufactured in the coun-
try thereby addressing the plastic
pollution effectively.

Even the plastic waste man-
agement (PWM) rules have been
diluted eight times in the last
eight years to remove any ambi-
tion for the phasing out of prob-
lematic plastics and single-use
plastics. The extended producer
responsibility (EPR) guidelines
of the PWM rules have instead
legalised and incentivised the
burning of all types of plastics
via WTE incineration and co-
processing in cement industries.
Kerala has already shown that
successful models exist to handle
waste without need for WTEs.
Kerala recently became a near
100% waste-free status as 1,021
local bodies meet key criteria.

The choice facing TN requires
political courage to confront the
powerful fossil fuel lobby and ac-
knowledge the bitter fact that
plastic waste is generated in state-
and corporate-owned petrochem-
ical industries and not in house-
hold backyards. The 3,450cr
earmarked for Kodungaiyur
WTE plant in the 2025-26 budget
could be redirected to seed a cir-
cular economy strengthening the
livelihoods of people involved in
recovery, recycle and reuse sec-
tors. TN has a bright ecological
future if it divests from plastics
feedstock production. Contrast-
ingly, if the state focuses on ex-
panding plastic production on
one hand and promoting false
solutions such as WTE incinera-
tion will bring an unprecedented
waste-o-calypse to Tamil Nadu.

(The writers are associated

with the Centre for Financial Ac-
countability and work on im-
pacts of plastics on

the environment)

Email your feedback

with name and address to
southpole.toi@
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