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TN. ranks second in
per capita Net State
Domestic Product

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu stood second
in the country in terms of
the per capita Net State
Domestic Product, accord-
ing to figures published by
the Union Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme Im-
plementation, Union Mi-
nister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary told the
Lok Sabha.

An official release by the
Tamil Nadu government
said a wide range of wel-
fare programmes being
implemented since 2021
were behind the State
achieving the feat. “No one
can ignore the develop-
mental milestones record-
ed by Tamil Nadu since

2021,” it said.
Source: The Hindu, 23 July 2025, p.6

As per the provisional
estimates of GDP released
by the National Statistical
Office under the Union Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation,
the per capita net national
income (NNI) at constant
prices for 2024-25 stood at
31,14,710. While so, the fi-
gure for Tamil Nadu dur-
ing this period was
%1,96,309.

“Despite the Union go-
vernment not granting
new welfare programmes
and sufficient funds to Ta-
mil Nadu, the State has
been  posting  these
achievements due to the
efficient administration
and visionary welfare pro-
grammes implemented by
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,”
the release said.

Tamil Nadu’s own tax revenue increases 14.5% in first quarter of FY2025-2026

er and Auditor-General.
The State’s Own Tax Re-
venue (SOTR) constitutes

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

%13,019.26 crore in the fees rose
same period last year. Re-
venue from other taxes

193% to
%5,868.88 crore from
34,918.51 crore in the same

year. Revenue collection
from the component taxes
on sales and trade etc. (in-

Tamil Nadu’s own tax reve-
nue increased 14.5% to
T43,070.45 crore in the first
quarter of 2025-2026 from
337,605.43 crore in the
same period last year, ac-
cording to provisional fi-
gures from the Comptroll-

75.3% of Tamil Nadu'’s total
revenue receipts.

Among the SOTR com-
ponents, the State Goods
and Services Tax collection
increased nearly 21% to
15,761.04 crore in the first
quarter of 2025-2026 from

and duties rose about
23.9% to 33,529.86 crore in
April-June from 32,848.96
crore in the comparable
period last year.

In the first quarter of
2025-2026, revenue from
stamps and registration

Source: The Hindu, 28 July 2025, p.6

period last year.

The State Excise Duties
(which reflect liquor reve-
nue) increased to
%2,904.47 crore in the
April-June quarter of 2025-
2026 from ¥2,791.53 crore
in the same period last

cluding VAT on petrol and
diesel and liquor) grew
7.8% to ¥14,954.37 crore in
the first quarter of 2025-
2026 from 13,870.62 crore
in the year-ago period.
Land revenue declined
steeply to ¥51.83 crore in

the first quarter of 2025-
2026 from ¥156.55 crore in
the same period last year.

In the budget estimates
for 2025-2026, the State go-
vernment has projected
SOTR to increase to
%2,20,894.58 crore, up
14.6% from the revised esti-
mates of ¥1,92,752.43 crore
for 2024-2025.
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The State’s share of Un-
ion taxes stood at
13,296.29 crore in the first
quarter of 20252026, up
16.6% from 311,400.88
crore in the same period
last year.

Non-tax revenue de-
clined to ¥2,895.70 crore in
the AprilJune quarter of
2025-2026 from 33,946.26

crore in the same period
last year. Tamil Nadu'’s to-
tal revenue receipts, in-
cluding SOTR, share of Un-
ion taxes, non-tax revenue,
and grants-in-aid contribu-
tion, in the first quarter of
20252026 increased 14.9%
to ¥63,755.70 crore from
355,467.63 crore in the
same period last year.



The surge in demand for corporate offices in Chennai could spell a
windfall for the sale of houses, auxiliary vocations and hospitality

Boom in office space boosts

MONDAY BRIEFING

Manali Petrochemicals
expands its PG plant

M anali Petrochemicals (MPL), a
petrochemical manufacturing
company and part of AM International,
Singapore, has expanded its propylene
glycol plant. With this expansion, MPL will
increase its propylene glycol production
capacity by 50,000 tonnes per annum
(KTPA), augmenting the existing capacity
0f 22,000 KTPA. The newly established
facility will commence operations upon
receipt of the Consent to Operate from the
Tamil Nadu State Pollution Control Board,
the company said. By leveraging
technology and harnessing local talent,
MPL aims to reduce India’s reliance on
imported propylene glycol, meet the
growing demands of domestic and
industrial consumers, it added. This
expansion will strengthen India’s position
as a global manufacturing hub. -Tnn

TAFE signs MoU with
ICRISAT for agri centre

rivate Tractors and Farm Equipment

Limited (TAFE) has signed a MoU with
the International Crops Research Institute
for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) to
establish the JFarm Adaptive Agriculture
Research & Extension Centre at the
ICRISAT campus in Patancheru,
Hyderabad. The centre will leverage
ICRISAT’s innovations such as the
machine-harvestable chickpea with
TAFE's farm-mechanization expertise to
validate research across diverse ecologies
and crops. The centre will focus on
educating farmers on sustainable
agriculture practices, focusing on soil
conservation and efficient water use. -TNN

Ashok Leyland ties up with
Tamil Nadu Grama Bank

shok Leyland has signed a MoU with

Tamil Nadu Grama Bank to enter into
astrategic vehicle financing partnership
to provide customized loan options and
enhance accessibility for commercial
vehicle customers across Tamil Nadu.
Under this partnership, Tamil Nadu Grama
Bank will provide end-to-end financial
solutions to the customers of Ashok
Leyland. The partnership will focus on
meeting customer needs by providing
vehicle loans with convenient monthly
repayment plans tailored to their
preferences. -TNN

local economy

Yogesh.Kabi i findia.com

hennai is witnessing a surge in

office space absorption. Led by

an uptick in demand from Glob-

al Capability Centres (GCCs),

BFSI companies, and third-
party IT services leasing, the city registered
the second-largest absorption among metros,
next only to Bengaluru in the past six months
(H1 CY2025). The development is indicative
of the emergence of new job opportunities
and the larger impact on the local economy,
pushing housing sales, creation of auxiliary
jobs, and springing up of new hospitality
ventures in the corporate corridors, accord-
ing to experts.

A report by real estate consultant Col-
liers India says the city recorded 5.5 mn sq
ft of leasing during Jan-June period of the
current year, soaring by 57% over the cor-
responding months last year at 3.5 mn sq ft
(H1 CY2024). It is the second largest absorp-
tion on par with the National Capital Region
(NCR)and higher than Hyderabad and Mum-
bai. “Demand for Grade A office space in the
city has been on the rise in the last few
years,” says Vimal Nadar, national director
and head of research, Colliers India.

Ramkumar Ramamoorthy, former CMD
of Cognizant India, said the development
will have ripple effects. “Each high-value job
created by new-age companies, in tech and
related services, creates between 3 and 7
downstream jobs, enhances per capita in-
come, and drives higher tax collection.
Growth in high-value jobs drives higher lev-
els of consumption, local entrepreneurship
and economic growth.”

Ramamoorthy earlier oversaw an em-
ployee base spread over 24 million sq ft
across India. He says Chennai is attracting
Fortune 500 and Global 2,000 companies in-
cluding the likes of Mizuho, Bank of Amer-
ica, Workday, AstraZeneca, Hitachi and Shell
for whom innovation at scale is important.
“In addition to smaller floor space absorp-
tion, we see individual firms locking down
upwards of a million sq ft of office space in
newer technology parks,” he said.

Rajaram Venkataraman, convener & head
of FICCI Tamil Nadu Technology Panel and
Strategic Advisor of Kritilabs, says a sig-
nificant number of jobs created through the
5.5mn sq ftleasing will be in GCC operations
and IT services. “Each IT/ITES job generates
4.5-6.5 auxiliary jobs across sectors including
facility management and security, food ser-
vices and catering, transportation and logis-
tics. Hospitality will see an expansion with
3-4 star hotels expected in key corridors.

Commercial
real estate com-
prising retail and
F&B space development
will see an uptick,” he added.

The city’s IT corridor, OMR
and its offshoot, Radial Road (Palla-
varam-Thoraipakkam Road) mirrored
this growth with expanding new IT parks
attracting residential, commercial and hos-
pitality developments. The trickle from
OMR and Radial Road will spread to emerg-
ing office space destinations such as Tam-
baram-Vandalur, Porur-Poonamallee, Am-
battur-Avadi and Madhavaram belt in north
Chennai, where the TN Tech City has been
proposed. Knight Frank India says 5.1 mil-
lion sq ft of office space translates to around
34,000 seats considering 150 sq ft per seat,
which is optimal for most tech, profession-
al, and hybrid workplaces. In the past five
years (between 2020 and H1 2025), the city
added more than 19.2 mn sq ft of office space
and total office stock currently stood at 92
mn sq ft.

Joseph Thilak, national director, occu-
pier strategy and solutions (Hyderabad &
Chennai), Knight Frank India said, “There
is a correlation between office absorption
and residential housing demand, in markets
like Chennai with strong IT/ITES and GCC
presence. As firms expand, job creation
drives migration and housing demand—in

close to
employment
hubs. While a spe-
cific job-to-housing unit
ratio varies by income segment

and city, in Chennai, the continued
strength in office absorption is mirrored
by steady growth in residential sales, par-
ticularly in south and west zones, where
most commercial activity is concentrated.”

Property consultant Anarock says Chen-
nai was the only city with a significant
quarter-on-quarter (RoQ) increase in hous-
ing unit sales by 40%. It had a sale of 5,660
units in Q2 (April-June) period against 4,050
units Q1 (Jan-March) even as most of the
other metros, except for NCR, either saw a
QoQ dip or marginal rise in their respective
home sales. With the city’s office space stock
is all set to reach 100 mn sq ft in the next
few years, urban development experts are
stressing on planned infrastructure growth
and ensuring quality of living.

Former professor of urban engineering
at Anna University K P Subramanian says,
the Chennai Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA) may have to be proactive
in this regard. “Sensing development
trends, CMDA may assess demand for of-
fices at potential locations, prepare inte-
grated projects with a holistic approach,
and execute them.”

3

supply in H12025

> Chennai adds 30% of data centre

CHENNAI AMONG FRONTRUNNERS IN

» Chennai DC market is to grow at a

» Chennai leads fresh supply and . Supply (MW IT &
absorption of DC capacity in H1 2025. City % ibuti
The city contributed 26% to India’s net
absorption, 2nd highest in the country Bengaluru 22 (14%)
and had a 30% share of new supply

Chennai 49 (30%)

CAGR of 18% through 2030, supported

by strong cable landing infrastructure Delhi-NCR

and demand from hyperscale Hyderabad 1(0.5%)
players

> InH1 2025, India adds 162 MW of Mumbai 76 (47%)
i s O N 1 -
» High demand prompted by quick Overall 162 ‘ 212

digital transformation, cloud adoption,
rising mobile data consumption,
rollout of 5G, and spike in Al-led
workloads

» Coimbatore emerges as a hub for edge data centre capacity among
tier-1i cities like Lucknow, Chandigarh, Patna, Raipur, Jaipur,
Bhubaneswar, Cochin and Vizag.

Source: Savills India MW IT: i

Source: The Times of India, 21 July 2025, p 2
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TN sets $5 billion seafood export goal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ thennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
has unveiled an ambitious
roadmap to transform the state
into a global seafood export
hub, targeting $5 billion in ex-
ports by significantly scaling
up value-added processing and
infrastructure along its 1,076-
km coastline — the second
longest in India — according to
Industries Minister T R B Ra-
jaa. The plan was announced at
the Tamil Nadu Seafood - Busi-

ness Connect event held in
Chennai, where senior state of-
ficials engaged with global im-
porters and domestic players
from India's seafood
processing ecosystem to
forge new partnerships
and boost exports.

“Under the leader-
ship of CM Stalin, TN
aims to shift away from
merely exporting raw
catch to becoming a centre for
processed, high-quality seatood
products. The state intends to

Source: The New Indian Express, 4 July 2025, p.4
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build end-to-end infrastructure,
including modern processing
units, efficient cold chain logis-
tics and export-grade packag-
ing facilities across its
coastal districts,” the
minister stated.

A detailed roadmap
will be drawn up to
make the $5 billion tar-

get a reality, with the

state government promis-

ing strategic investments and

infrastructure support to cata-
lyse the sector’s growth.



Agriculture

Chief Minister MK Stalin handing over seed kits to a beneficiary at the secretariat in
Chennai on Friday | exeress

126-crore agriculture
mission launched by CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{d Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Friday launched the Nutrient-
sensitive Agriculture Mission
to be implemented at a total
cost of T126.48 crore. The
scheme, jointly funded by the
union and state governments,
has 10 components. Of these,
the CM launched three compo-
nents - distribution of kits for
vegetable seeds, fruit sap-
lings, and pulse seeds.
The remaining compo-
nents will be rolled out
in due course.

Under the seed dis-
tribution scheme, 15
lakh vegetable seed kits
containing tomato, brinjal,
okra, chilli, cluster beans and
greens will be provided free of
cost to encourage home garden-
ing. Similarly 9 lakh fruit sap-
ling kits with fast-vielding va-
rieties like papava, guava and
lemon, and 1 lakh pulse seed
kits with toor dal and black-
eyved peas will be distributed.
Other components of the mis
sion include expansion of veg-
etable and fruit cultivation ar-
eas, promotion of trellised

vegetable farming on 1,200
acres, and implementation of a
pulse expansion scheme cover-
ing 5.721akh acres. Toor dal cul-
tivation will be intensified on
80,000 acres, particularly in dis-
tricts where the crop area has
shrunk.

Under the vegetable cultiva-
tion component, tomato, onion,
drumstick, brinjal, green chilli,
okra, and leafy greens will be
cultivated over 14,000 acres. To

promote the cultivation of
fruits rich in essential nu-
trients such as vitamins,

dietary fibre, iron, and
minerals, fruit farming
will be encouraged over
an area of 12,000 acres.
Also, to enhance the pro-
duction of trellised vegeta-
bles(such as zourds and climb-
ers), trellis structures will be
established across 1,200 acres.
The pulse expansion scheme
will be implemented covering
5.72 lakh acres, benefitting 2.5
lakh farmers.

Additionally, five mushroom
production units will be estab-
lished in rural areas, and 4,000
mobile vending vehicles will be
distributed to help farmers sell
directly to consumers.

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 July 2025, p.6
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Paddy procurement in T.N. likely
to touch 45-lakh-tonne mark soon

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu is all set to
create a record in paddy
procurement, as it is going
to touch the 45-lakh-tonne
mark soon.

As of now, 44.49 lakh
tonnes have been pro-
cured. As on date, the re-
cord in procurement was
44.95 lakh tonnes during
2020-21. With the State
procuring an average of
about 15,000 tonnes from
farmers on a daily basis,
the current high will be
crossed in a few days. With
about a month to go for the
completion of the current
procurement year, the ov-
erall figure may be even-
tually 47 lakh tonnes. In
fact, the present DMK re-
gime, during 2021-22, had
fixed a target of 50 lakh
tonnes but this could not

Set for a record

Factors that contributed to an
increase in paddy procurement
this year include better
availability of groundwater
and the free electricity scheme
for the farm sector

PADDY PROCUREMENT IN THE LAST 5 YEARS (in lakh tonnes)

Year | Cauvery delta | Non-Cauvery delta Total
2020-21 30.93 14.02 44.95
2021-22 29.37 13.91 43.28
2022-23 29.84 14.38 | 44.22
2023-24 25.52 9.44 34.96
2024-25* 29 15.49 | 4449

*As on July 28, 2025

Mote: The Cauvery delta refers to Tiruvarur, Thanjavur,
Mayiladuthurai, Nagapattinam, Tiruchi, Pudukkottai, Karur,
Perambalur, Ariyalur, and Cuddalore districts

be achieved then.

As in the past, 10 dis-
tricts falling under the
Cauvery delta have contri-
buted nearly two-thirds of

Source: The Hindu, 29 July 2025, p.6

the overall procurement
with about 30 lakh tonnes.
In the form of minimum
support price, around
710,734 crore has been
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paid to farmers. According
to data available with the
Central authorities,
around 3.36 lakh farmers
received the payment of
76,899 crore during the
first round (from Septem-
ber 2024 to March 2025)
and about 1.95 lakh farm-
ers, 33,835 crore subse-
quently. In addition, the
State government has been
providing %130 and %105
per quintal for Grade A and
common varieties respec-
tively to the farmers.

Till the end of March
2025, only about 28.3 lakh
tonnes were procured. The
remaining 16 lakh tonnes
have been obtained in the
last three and a half
months. Factors that con-
tributed to this develop-
ment include better availa-
bility of groundwater this
time and the free electrici-
ty scheme for farmers.



Farming activity gains pace
in delta for Kuruvai season

Comfortable storage in reservoirs has boosted agricultural operations this year; as on Saturday

morning, the Mettur dam had 93 tmcft of storage, barely half a tmcft short of its full capacity

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

mid the usual com-
A plaint that Cauvery
water is not reach-

ing the tailend areas,
farming operations during
the Kuruvai cultivation sea-
son are picking up momen-
tum. Against the target of
5.7 lakh acres in the Cauv-
ery delta, around 3.09 lakh
acres have been covered as
of now, according to infor-
mation available with the
State Agriculture Depart-
ment.

A few days ago, AIADMK
general secretary Edappa-
di K. Palaniswami issued a
statement, holding the
DMK regime responsible
for not ensuring the flow of
Cauvery water to the tail
end of the river system in
the State even though 20
days had passed since the
opening of the Mettur
dam. Tiruvarur, Muthupet,
Kottur, and Thiruthurai-
poondi panchyat unions of
Tiruvarur district; Thalai-
nayar and Vedaranyam of
Nagapattinam district; and
Peravurani, Pattukottai,
and Madukkur of Thanja-
vur district were the areas
where farmers had not
been able to take up tran-
splantation for want of

Source: The Hindu, 6 July 2025, p.8

Good start

In this Kuruvai cultivation season, around 3.09 lakh acres against a
target of 5.7 lakh acres have been covered
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Kuruvai coverage*

District
2024 2025
Cuddalore 23,700 24,996
Tiruchi 1991 | 29
Ariyalur 2,470 4,503
Delta Thanjavur 89,379 I 1,02,880
(Kuruvai) Nagapattinam 1,279 8,563
Mayiladuthurai 87,174 | 79,682
Tiruvarur 43,620 86,092
Delta total 2,49,613 ‘ 3,09,639
Kar (southern districts) 30,786 45,184
Apil& May planting) | 35973 | 25933
Non-delta Sornavari (northern 240724 2 57379
districts) e =
Non-delta total 3,07,483 3,28,495
Grand total 5,57,096 | 6,38,134

*As on June 30, 2025

Cauvery water. So far, the
State government has not
reacted to his statement.
The complaint notwith-
standing, the coverage this
time is around 60,000

acres higher than what it
was last year. Even in the
regions outside the Cauv-
ery delta, the current
year’s performance has
been better. The main rea-
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son for the present year’s
impressive performance is
the fairly comfortable stor-
age of irrigation reservoirs.
To illustrate further, as on
July 4 (Friday), the storage
of 90 reservoirs, the data
for which is available with
the Water Resources De-
partment, amounted to
about 183 thousand million
cubic feet (tmcft), around
81% of the aggregate capac-
ity of all the reservoirs. As
regards to the Mettur dam,
the lifeline of the Cauvery
delta, almost all the inflow
is being let out into the riv-
er, as the dam is close to
the brim.

Last year, on the same
day, the dam had a storage
of about 12 tmcft, whereas,
as on Saturday morning, it
had 93 tmcft, barely half a
tmcft short of its full capac-
ity of 93.47 tmcft. Around
32,000 cubic feet per se-
cond (cusecs) was being re-
leased into the river.

In June, Tamil Nadu
realised 42.25 tmc ft of the
Cauvery water as against
the quota of 9.19 tmc ft, as
measured at the inter-State
point in Biligundlu. This
was the highest quantity
received by the lower-ri-
parian State after the Su-
preme Court gave its judg-
ment in February 2018.



153,340 cr. in crop loans given to 66.24 lakh
farmers through Co-op Department: govt.

It also waived 34,904 cr. in jewel loans for the benefit of over 11.70 lakh people. Loans totalling ¥225.94 cr. were provided to 47,221 persons with

disabilities. Around 16,500 working women were lent 3470 cr. More than 49,000 women entrepreneurs received loans amounting to ¥283.27 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

rop loans to the
Ctune of ¥53,340
crore were lent to

more than 66.24 lakh farm-
ers across Tamil Nadu
through the Cooperation
Department in the past
four years, the Tamil Nadu
government said on Sun-
day. It also waived ¥4,904
crore in jewel loans for the
benefit of more than 11.70
lakh people.

Selfhelp group (SHG)
loans, amounting to
¥2,118.8 crore, were waived
for over 1.01 lakh SHGs.
The loan limit was in-

creased for women SHGs,
with 10,997 crore lent to
them, said an official re-
lease listing the steps taken
by the department in the
past four years.

Over 11.88 lakh farmers
received 6,372 crore in
loans for livestock develop-
ment. Loans, totalling
%225.94 crore, were pro-
vided to 47,221 persons

with disabilities.
About 16,500 working
women received 470

crore in loans and over
49,000 women entrepre-
neurs were provided with
¥283.27 crore in loans.
Under the Annal Am-
bedkar Business Pioneer

Source: The Hindu, 21 July 2025, p.4

Crucial assistance: More than 11.88 lakh farmers received 76,372

crore in loans for livestock development. FILE PHOTO

Scheme, 86 sanitation
workers received ¥52.34
crore in loans to become
entrepreneurs and multi-
purpose cooperative socie-

ties disbursed loans totall-
ing ¥1,121.31 crore, it said.
“A new arts and science
college was established at
Attur through the Coopera-

Loans amounting
to T2,118.8 crore
were waived for
over 1.01 lakh SHGs.
The loan limit was
raised for women
SHGs, with 10,997
crore lent to them

tion Department,” the re-
lease added.

Supporting folk artists

To protect folk artists and
improve their social, eco-
nomic, and financial sta-
tus, loans totalling Z18.80
crore had so far been pro-
vided to 4,494 folk artists,

it said. Training fees
amounting to ¥38.50 lakh
were waived for poor stu-
dents studying in the
Cooperative Industrial
Training Institutes at Bar-
gur, Krishnagiri district,
and Pattukkottai, Thanja-
vur district, for the aca-
demic years 2021-22 and
2022-23.

In line with Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin’s Indepen-
dence Day speech last year,
he launched the project to
establish 1,000 Chief Mi-
nister’s Pharmacies for
selling generic medicines,
branded medicines, nutra-
ceuticals, and Indian medi-
cines at a 25% discount.

Special panel for interlinking rivers likely to
take up Godavari-Cauvery project on July 15

Union Minister for Jal Shakti C.R. Patil will chair a virtual meeting on the scheme, which is expected to benefit Tamil Nadu considerably; of about 148

tmcft of water to be diverted from the Godavari, TN. has been allotted 41 tmcft; A.P. and Telangana are yet to arrive at a consensus on the project

T. Ramakrishnan

CHENNAI
he meeting of the
T Union Jal Shakti Mi-
nistry’s Special

Committee for Interlinking
of Rivers, scheduled for Ju-
ly 15, is likely to witness
one more attempt by the
Central authorities to per-
suade Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana to arrive at a
consensus on the Godavari
(Inchampalli)-Cauvery
(Grand Anicut) link pro-
ject. This scheme will be-
nefit Tamil Nadu consider-
ably.

The differences bet-
ween Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana pertain to the
way in which the two
States approach the pro-
ject.

While Andhra Pradesh
views the project in an un-
qualified way, Telangana
has been raising objections
on several grounds. It says
the project can be taken up

Big ambitions: The aim of the Godavari-Cauvery interlinking project is to make use of unutilised water

from the Godavari river.

only after the Krishna Wa-
ter  Disputes Tribunal
(KWDT)-II completes adju-
dication.

Though the Tribunal
submitted its final verdict

Source: The Hindu, 13 July 2025, p.6

in November 2013, the Un-
ion government, in Octob-
er 2023, referred to it a few
more issues.

Apart from Tamil Nadu,
which has been seeking an

early implementation of
the link, the other States
concerned are Karnataka,
Maharashtra, and Chhattis-
garh, besides the Union
Territory of Puducherry.

Union Minister for Jal Shak-
ti C.R. Patil will chair the
meeting, which is to be
held through video-confe-
rence.

Of about 148 thousand
million cubic feet (tmcft) of
water to be diverted from
the Godavari, Tamil Nadu
has been allotted 41 tmcft.
For Chennai city’s drinking
and industrial purposes,
10.1 tmceft. has been set
apart, according to the Pol-
icy Note of the State Water
Resources Department for
2025-26. The State has
been urging the National
Water Development Agen-
cy (NWDA), the nodal
agency for interlinking of
rivers, to ensure that 200
tmceft will eventually be
provided to the State when
the diversion from the
Brahmaputra-Mahanadi
link takes place.

The aim of the Godava-
ri-Cauvery link is to make
use of unutilised water
from the Godavari. There
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are three components to
the project: the Godavari
(Inchampalli)-Krishna (Na-
garjunasagar) link; Krishna
(Nagarjunasagar)-Pennar
(Somasila) link; and Pen-
nar  (Somasila)-Cauvery
(Grand Anicut) link.

Early implementation
To a question that the Satta
Panchayat Iyakkam posed
under the Right to Infor-
mation Act, the NWDA, in
a July 8 reply, referred to
the circulation of the draft
Detailed Project Report
and the draft Memoran-
dum of Agreement (MoA)
for the Godavari-Cauvery
link to the States and the
Union Territory concerned
in January and April 2024.

“Concerted efforts are
being made” for signing of
an MoA between the
Centre and the States and
the Union Territory for an
early implementation of
the project, the reply ad-
ded.



TN irrigated agri project deadline extended till Dec

S GURUYANMIKANATHAN @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agri-
culture Modernisation Project
(TNIAMP), supported by the
World Bank, has been givena six-
month extension, allowing offi-
cials more time to complete re-
maining key works and ensure
that the project’s key objectives
are met.

The project, which was earlier
settoend on June 2, will now con-
tinue till December 2.

According toaG.O. issued by J
Jayvakanthan, Secretary, WRD,
the state had given administra-
tive sanction for 32,962 crore for

the TNIAMP in 2017 for a seven-
vear period till 2024. The amount
was revisedto 3,249 crore during
amid-term review in May 2021.
The G.0.said many districts in
Tamil Nadu were badly af
fected by Cyclone
Michaung in December
2023, inwhich irrigation
structures built or re-
paired under the project
were damaged. Following
this, the World Bank, on De-
cember 22, 2023, recommended
the use of the Contingency Emer-
gency Response Component
(CERC) and sanctioned $449.59
crore to handle the damage.

Source: The New Indian Express, 14 July 2025, p.4

WRD plans to improve canals

(i

The Empowered Committee in
Tamil Nadu approved the propos-
al to therefore extend the project
by a year till May 31, 2026, follow-
ing which the state submitted a
proposal and action plan to

the centre’s Department

of Economic Affairs,
which forwarded the re-
quest to the World Bank.
Based on the bank's rec-
ommendation, the project
has now been extended till
December 2, 2025, the G.O. said.

A senior WRD official said,
“The main aim of this project is
to improve productivity and cli-
mate resilience in irrigated agri-

linking reservoirs to ensure
seamless Krishna water flow

In Tiruvallur district, three projects will be started sometime in the next two months. This forms

part of a ¥1,321-crore project, under which 254 works will be implemented across Tamil Nadu

WATER WATCH

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

n an effort to ensure
lseamless flow of

Krishna water re-
ceived from Andhra Pra-
desh to various Chennai re-
Servoirs, the ‘Water
Resources Department will
soon begin works to im-
prove flood-affected water-
ways. This forms part of a
1,321-crore project, under
which 254 works will be
implemented across Tamil
Nadu.

The State government
had recently approved va-
rious projects, including
construction of new irriga-
tion structures, waterbo-
dies restoration, flood pro-
tection and mitigation
measures, and dam man-
agement, in many districts,
including Cuddalore,
Dharmapuri, Kanniyaku-
mari, Ramanathapuram,
and Ranipet. The projects
will be implemented under
the Comprehensive Water
Resources Development
Programme.

In Tiruvallur district,
three projects, which are
crucial to the transfer and
storage of drinking water
in major reservoirs, will be
started sometime in the
next two months. Officials
said damaged portions of
the Kandaleru-Poondi (K-

. i e

Reducing seepage: Damaged portions of the Kandaleru-Poondi Canal will be strengthened with a
slope protection lining and retaining wall for nearly 2 km at a cost of ¥10.20 crore. FILE PHOTO

P) Canal would be streng-
thened with a slope protec-
tion lining and retaining
wall for nearly 2 km at a
cost of ¥10.20 crore.

Inflow of 500 cusecs

For the past few days now,
the K-P Canal has been re-
ceiving an improved inflow
of 500 cubic feet per se-
cond (cusecs) of Krishna
water. However, there was
a minimum of 5%-10%
seepage loss before reach-
ing the Poondi reservoir.
After the canal’s vulnera-
ble portions are streng-
thened near places such as
Uthukottai and Tamarai-
kuppam, further risks of
bund erosion and seepage
loss can be prevented. The
risk of floods at places near

the canal, such as Sevva-
pet, will also decrease, offi-
cials said.

Chennai has received
nearly 785 million cubic
feet (mcft) of Krishna water
since July 1. If an inflow of
500 cusecs is maintained
daily, it will boost the city
reservoirs’ storage by near-
ly 1,300 mecft. This is equal
to a month’s water supply
for the city. “We will be
able to augment the reser-
voirs’ storage this year as
Andhra Pradesh authori-
ties have assured us of sup-
ply till the end of the year,”
an official said.

The WRD will also re-
pair three old shutters at
the confluence point of the
Allikuzhi Odai and K-P Ca-
nal and ensure canal safe-

TENVol. 1 Issue 7 | July 2025 | Page 8

ty. The channel, which
originates in the Allikuzhi
Reserve Forest area, cross-
es the K-P Canal and drains
into the Kosasthalaiyar.
The damaged portion of
a feeder canal, which con-
veys Krishna water from
the Poondi reservoir to the
one in Red Hills, will be re-
paired and improved with
slope protection lining and
retaining wall for a length
of 3.3 km near Sirukadal.
Culverts and inlets in the
canal will also be repaired.
“We have already carried
out similar works in the ca-
nal’s tail-end. It has the ca-
pacity to carry 500 cusecs.
Most of the 310.75-crore
work will be completed by
the onset of Northeast

monsoon.” an official said. Source: The Hindu, 30 July 2025, p.2

culture, ensure better water man-
agement, and create more market
opportunities for farmers and
agro-entrepreneurs in selected
sub-basins.”

The projectis being carried out
by the WRD in coordination with
six other departments and three
universities in 47 sub-basins over
four phases, coveringa total area
of 4.69 lakh hectares.

He further said rehabilitation
works in 2473 irrigation tanks,
344 anicuts, rivers, and canals
covering 4,879 km have been com-
pleted. In addition, 78 artificial
recharge wells have been
constructed.



Shelves At Namma Sandhai Stacked With Produce Brought Stra|ght From The Farms

RIPE FOR
THE PICKING

» Namma Chennai Namma
Sandhai established in 2024

» Organic market of
horticulture department
sells 50 types of vegetables,
fruits, millets and powders

» Sales during weekends:
780,000 a day on average

» Sales during weekdays:
710,000 a day on average

Unique vegetables
found in the
market

» Red Bhindi from
Chengalpet

» Glass brinjal
from Vellore
White brinjal
from Tirunelveli -
» Mudakathan
kizhangu from
Yercaud

» Ooty carrots

» Pineapple squash from
Ooty

» Horticulture dept plans to
add dairy items, chocolates,
juices

» Plans to boost daily
average revenue to 750,000

How the market works

» Farm-fresh veggies
directly procured from
farmers by the govt

» Veggies brought to
horticultrue depots

» Transported to
Namma Sandhai

» Fresh stock of veggies and
fruits comes every week

Omijasvin.MD@timesofindia.com

ubin will drive 21 km from Sholin-

ganallur today, and Velachery

resident Rajalakshmi will be trav-

elling 13 km over the weekend.

Why, you ask? They plan to buy the
freshest possible veggies available in the
city. The shelves at Tamil Nadu govt’s
‘Namma Chennai, Namma Sandhai’ or-
ganic market at Semmozhi Poonga are
stacked with vegetables and fruits that
come straight from farms.

Nestled inside the botanical garden and
relatively unknown to the wider public, this
air-conditioned, govt-run market is slowly
building a dedicated clientele ever since it
was inaugurated a year ago.
Here, carrots from Qoty, but-
ter beans from Kodaika-
nal, Tenkasi brinjals,
Chengalpet pickles,

and Namakkal
squash are all pro-
cured directly from
farmers by the horti-
culture department
" and sold under the of-
ficial label.

“You can feel
the difference in
taste,” said C

Rajalakshmi,
who picks her
¥ bottle and
~ snake gourds
only if they
leave a juicy
scratch. “The ones
in supermarkets are
dry and bland.” Subin S
vouched that bananas sold here
have a green tint near the stem, a sign they
weren’t artificially ripened.

“They rot faster, but that’s natural. Even
the pineapples are free of injection holes
at the bottom,” he said.

J Rajesh, who comes all the way from
Madhavaram, said the white brinjal and
glass brinjal are rarely available in super-
markets, as people prefer the purple one.

The market attracts more than 500
dedicated customers each weekend, includ-
ing IAS officers, police officials, and busi-

Source: The Times of India, 11 July 2025, p 2

Pics: B A Raju

nesspeople. A WhatsApp grouprun
by horticulture department officer
V Nivetha sends alerts, apart from
regular ones, on the arrival of sea-
sonal vegetables such as red bhindi
or mudakathan kizhangu, prompt-
ing buyers to plan their visits. “We
also post weekly rate cards. The
manjapai vending machine is a
relief to those who forget to
bring bags,” she added.

Still, the market is not
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GREEN BOUNTY The govt run
market is building a dedi-

b\ cated clientele, thanks to a
j wide array of fresh produce
“ﬂmnr &

HORTICULTURE - PLANTATION
KANNIYAKUMARI DISTRICT

 KUMARITHAEN +
w8

without its challenges. Sales peak dur-
ing weekends (285,000 on Saturdays
and Sundays) but dip drastically on
weekdays (just 210,000 a day), raising
questions about sustainability “We're
planning to introduce dairy items,
fresh juices, millet-based products,
and powders such as keerai podi to
attract more weekday customers,”
said Nivetha.

Deputy director of the horticul-
ture department M Elangovan said
the aim is to ensure average daily
sales of Z50,000. “We're also looking
to add milk chocolates from Ooty to
diversify our offerings.” The depart-

ment directly handles payment to
farmers to procure items, and no
middlemen are involved, said
Elangovan.
For shoppers such as K
Sadanand, however, going
cash-only is a turn-off. “They
need PoS machines and home
delivery options to grow,” he
said. With ad campaigns and
digital upgrades in the pipeline,
this low-profile market may soon go
from secret spot to a city staple.



In novel initiative, coconut farmers deploy
climate sensors to explore alternative crops

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive in Tamil Nadu, a co-
hort of coconut farmers
from the Pollachi region in
Coimbatore district has de-
ployed a technology-based
field monitoring system to
record climatic conditions
and assess crop suitability.

Their urgency is the
growing threat of root wilt
disease affecting their
crop. While not a direct in-
tervention against the dis-
ease, the initiative is aimed
at generating consistent
weather data to explore al-
ternatives to coconut cul-
tivation, which farmers
fear may not be viable in
the future. Farmers from
the Anamalai block, as well
as the Pollachi South and
North blocks, have come
together to install real-time

variations affecting coconut and other crops. M. PERIASAMY

ture, humidity, rainfall,
and solar radiation. The
systems are expected to
provide location-specific
data to guide cropping pat-
terns and land-use deci-
sions in the future.
According to Tamil Na-
du Agricultural University
(TNAU) in Coimbatore, the
three blocks collectively
have an estimated 75 lakh

wilt disease, 3.5 lakh are
severely affected, and
nearly 1 lakh trees have
been removed.

M. Raveendran, Direc-
tor of Research, TNAU, said
root wilt disease has no
known cure, and the only
effective management stra-
tegy is the removal of in-
fected trees to limit its
spread. Farmers have ex-

may make coconut cultiva-
tion unviable. M.K. Goku-
lakrishnan, who manages a
60-acre coconut farm in
Pollachi, said, “I've had to
remove around 150 trees. If
this continues, it will se-
riously affect livelihood.
Coconut is the principal
crop here, and the conse-
quences could be severe.”

“To sustain the liveli-
hood of farmers, alterna-
tive crops must be identi-
fied and introduced before
the situation worsens,”
said M.P. Vijayakumar,
Vice-Chairman, Tamil Na-
du State Council for Higher
Education, and a retired
1AS officer, who is also a
farmer. He is spearheading
the effort to ensure that
Pollachi does not remain
dependent only on coco-
nut.

The system, developed
by Bengaluru-based Phy-

climate monitoring sys-
tems that track tempera-

coconut trees. Of them, 10
lakh are affected by root

unchecked,

Source: The Hindu, 13 July 2025, p.6

ICAR-CIBA successfully decodes
genome of goldlined seabream

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A team of researchers from
the Central Institute of
Brackishwater  Aquacul-
ture (ICAR-CIBA), Chennai,
has successfully sequenced
the genome of the gol-
dlined seabream (Rhabdo-
sargus  sarba), locally
known as matti vaayan in
Tamil. This species is one
of the most preferred edi-
ble fishes in India and has
high domestic market
demand.

Being a euryhaline spe-
cies, the goldlined sea-
bream has strong potential
for farming across a wide
range of salinities and can

Known as matti vaayan in
Tamil, it is one of the most
preferred edible fishes in India.

be cultivated under va-
rious production systems,
including ponds and cages.
“It is distinguished by its
characteristic golden
stripes and is prized for its
premium-quality  white
meat. It is considered a
promising candidate for
expanding India’s aquacul-
ture sector,” a CIBA press
release said.

pressed concern that, if
the disease

tec, uses low-cost, solar-
powered, sub-gigahertz

The availability of this
high-quality, reference-le-
vel genome is a significant
achievement that advances
the overall understanding
of the species.

Kuldeep K. Lal, Director
of ICAR-CIBA, said the gol-
dlined seabream’s se-
quenced genome would
provide valuable insights
into its growth potential,
reproductive biology, and
metabolism. This resource
is expected to support fu-
ture efforts in the genetic
improvement and breed-
ing of the species.

The project was led by
M.S. Shekhar, head of de-
partment and principal
scientist.
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sensors placed at one-kilo-
metre intervals. These un-
its record environmental
parameters and transmit
the data through a network
to a central gateway, which
uploads them on cloud ser-
vers. The network oper-
ates independently of the
mobile phone network
and is being piloted in
farms in Kottur village.

TNAU has agreed to ana-
lyse the collected data to
assess the impact of climat-
ic conditions on crops and
recommend alternatives.
Mr. Raveendran said the
university is supporting
the initiative as farmers
have played a proactive
role.

The coconut-growing
area in the three blocks ex-
ceeds 50,000 hectares,
with distinct climatic varia-
tions. Accurate, location-

specific data, he said,
would help targeted
interventions.

Source: The Hindu, 22 July 2025, p.7



Namakkal eggs break out of shell, go to US

SNEHA SIVASHANMUGAM
@ Namakkal

WITH the export of one crore
eges to the US, a historic first,
Namakkal is rewriting India’s
export story in transfor mative
ways. Namakkal, widely recog-
nised as the Egg Capital of In-
dia, produces about six crore
eges daily, of which around 50
lakh are exported every day:

It continues to be the coun-
try’s leading hub for egg ex-
ports, totalling 15 crore eggs
every month. Some of the top
export destinations include the
UAE, Bahrain, Maldives, Oman
and some African countries.

Jahan R, secretary of Egg and
Poultry Products Exporters As-
sociation, said eggs from Na-
makkalare exported in refriger-
ated containers, each carrving
4,72.320 eggs valued at around
$35,000 per container or approx-
imately 30 lakh based on the
current exchange rate.

“While Andhra Pradesh leads
India in egg production, Na-
makkal ranks first in exports
dueto its proximity to ports, re-
sulting in shorter transit times.

For instance, shipping eggs
from Andhra Pradesh to Middle
Eastern countries can take up
to 14 days, whereas from Na-
makKkal, it takes just 4 days,” he
said.

Vangili Subramaniam, presi-
dent of the Tamil Nadu Egg
Poultry Farmers Marketing So-
ciety, said, “Only a tenth of Na-
makkal’s 1,300 farms export
eggs, but the region’s export
market has expanded due to dis-
ruptions caused by the Ukraine
war and bird flu outbreaks in
major egg-producing countries
like Turkey and US. Namakkal
has not been affected by bird flu,

largely due to its decentralised
poultry farm model which helps
contain the spread of diseases
effectively”

Further, he added that before
2014, a transport assistance sub-
sidy of about 7% of the Free on
Board (FOB) value was provid-
ed by the central gover nment,
making Namakkal’s eggs more
competitive internationally
through reduced export costs.
However, since then, this subsi-
dy has dropped to nearly one per
cent. “If the government brings
back these subsidies, Namakkal
exporters can compete better
with countries like Turkev”

Subramaniam said, “The egg
export business will grow stead-
ily only if our government se-
cures permanent trade agree-
ments with countries that aren’t
self-sufficient in production.”

“The opening of the US mar-
ket is a significant development
for us,” said C Sasikumar, a lo-
cal poultry owner In terms of
infrastructure, most exporting
farms in Namakkal operate
both production facilities and
dedicated setups for cleaning,
processing, grading and pack-
ingeges.

However, countries like UAE
require eggs from biosecurity-
certified farms with a compart-
ment licence, and building such
infrastructure requires major
investment. Further, obtaining
this state and central-approved
certification is also a lengthy
process, discouraging new ex-
porters and local playvers. Addi-
tionally, stricter standards in
markets like Qatar — which
now demand only AA or A
grade eggs weighing at least 60
grams — pose difficulties, as
Namakkal eggs typically weigh
around 55 grams, he added.

Source: The New Indian Express, 10 July 2025, p.4

Aadi cracks up egg price by %1 in a month, Namakkal poultry sector faces heat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Namakkal

THE Namakkal poulty sector is
feeling the chill wind of a drop
inegg price as the rate per unit
has dropped by nearly %1,
thanks to disruptions in de-
mandand supply caused by the
ongoing Sawan festival (also
called Shravan) in North India.
The sector is bracing itself for
more loss as the “price is ex-
pected to fall a little more™ in
the foreseeable future.
According to the National
Egg Coordination Committee,
the price per egg in Namakkal
on July 1 stood at ¥5.75. As of

July 24, it has come down to
T 4.80-afall of nearly 1 within
a few weeks.

The fall in consumption dur-
ing this religious period (Sa-
wan) has triggered a chain re-
action across egg-producing
states, forcing Namakkal's
poultry industry to reduce
prices.

The Sawan month, which
lasts from mid-July to August,
is a time of religious observ-
ance across many northern
states, during which people
avoid consuming meat and
eggs. The situation continues
with festivals such as Nag Pan-
chami and Janmashtami,

Fall in consumption during Sawan has set off a chain reaction across states | FLeex

which alse fall within this pe-
riod and contribute to less con-
sumption of non-veg food.

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 July 2025, p.1 and 5
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Andhra Pradesh (AP), the
country’s top egg producer, is
the primary supplier to north-

ern states. With demand fall-
ing during Sawan, AP produc-
ers have slashed prices
drastically, even below produc-
tion cost, to avoid piling up of
stock.

When prices drop in AP, their
eggs begin entering southern
markets like Chennai, Bengalu-
ru, and Kerala - all key buyers
of Namalkkal's eggs. Asbuyers
shift to AP eggs for cost rea-
sons, Namakkal traders too are
forced to reduce their prices to
stay competitive. “From mid-
July to August, every year the
price of eggs sees a significant
drop,” Vangili Subramanian,
president of the Tamil Nadu

Egg Poultry Marketing Society,
said, adding that “when AP re-
duces prices due to fall in de-
mand in the North, southern
markets start buying from
them instead of us, and that
hits Namakkal hard”. The cur-
rent production cost per egg
ranges between 4.50 to T4.75,
leaving very little margin for
producers.

“The price is expected to fall
a little more,” Vangili said. “If
the price per egg drops to T4.50
or lower, it will go below our
production cost, and we will in-
cur severe losses,” said C Sasi-
kumar, alocal poultry owner in
Namakkal.



CM announces X12-cr. project
to develop Chola Gangam lake

The channels around the lake would be cleaned and rejuvenated, and other maintenance works

would be taken up. These works would benefit farmers and help in irrigating 1,374 acres

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n view of the birth an-
lniversary of Tamil
king Rajendra Chola I
on July 23, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has announced
that Chola Gangam lake
would be developed at a
cost of 12 crore. He also
announced tourism pro-
jects at the site at a cost of
{7.25 crore.
Chola Gangam, also
known as Ponneri, was

dug by Rajendra Chola I to
celebrate his northern
campaign.

As per the announce-
ment made by the Chief
Minister, the bunds of the
lake, spread over 700

Revival effort: The Tourism Department’s developm

e
'l

ent works

include an information centre and a park. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

acres, would be streng-
thened, an official release
said.

Renovation of channels
around the lake, and other
maintenance works would
also be undertaken. These

Source: The Hindu, 23 July 2025, p.5

works would help in irriga-
tion of the area, and bene-
fit farmers in 1,374 acres.
The development activities
to be undertaken by the
Tourism Department in-
cludes an information
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The bunds of the
lake, spread over
700 acres, would be
strengthened

centre, park, perimeter
walls, surveillance came-
ras, electricity and other
amenities.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has been celebrating
the birth anniversary of
the legendary Tamil king
Rajendra Chola I on Aadi
Thiruvathirai since 2021. It
is already in the process of
establishing a museum
spread over 10 acres at a
cost of ¥22.10 crore. Preli-
minary works for establish-
ing the museum is already
on, the release said.



Industry and Infrastructure

The VinFast plant set to be inaugurated in the port city of Thoothukudi | express

CMtoinaugurate
VietnameseEV
plant on July 31

VinFast plant in Thoothukudi may produce
1.5L e-vehicles per year, generate 3.5K jobs

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

VIETNAMESE electric vehicle
{EV)major VinFast is set toun-
veil its integrated EV manufac-
turing plant in Thoothukudion
July 31, with Chief Minister
M K Stalin likely to preside
over the inauguration. The
plant will make the port city
emerge as one of the state’s ma-
jor auto clusters besides Chen-
nai, Hosur and Coimbatore.

Terming the inauguration a
moment of immense pride for
the state, Industries Minister
Dr T R B Rajaa told TNIE the
project has gone from the sign-
ing of the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to inaugu-
ration in an astounding pace of
just 15 months, reflecting Tamil
Nadu government’s focused,
execution-driven approach un-
der the leadership of Stalin.

“We have been clear in at-
tracting credible, long-term
global investors who bring in
advanced technology, strong
capital commitments and a
clear vision for job creation
and ecosystem development.
VinFast fits that vision perfect-
1y he said.

He added the facility will be
part of a new green industrial
cluster and MSME ecosystem
in Thoothukudi, bringing high-
value jobs tolocal vouth. “It's a
svmbol of the next phase of
south TN's industrial transfor-
mation,” the minister said.

Industries Secretary Arun
Roy told TNIE VinFast's inau-

guration within a short time
since the laying of the founda-
tion stone in February 2024
showed the speed at which busi-
nesses could be established in
Tamil Nadu. “This investment
isalso a mark of how southern
TN is waking up to its true in-
dustrial potential, thanks to the
industrial promotion policies
of the state government and
the world-class facilitation
services extended to investors
by Guidance TN,” he said.
Backed by an investment
commitment of 16,000 crore
($2 billion) made at the Tamil
Nadu Global Investors Meet,
the project is expected to create
3,500 jobs and dramatically
scale upthe state’s EV capacity.
Phase I alone will see produc-
tion of 1.51akh electric vehicles
annually
Thoothukudi's deepwater
port is seen as a game changer,
enabling seamless exports and
reducing logistical costs — ad-
vantages that officials say will
be used to position the city as
an exportfacing EV gateway.
The industries department is
planning an investors’ confer-
ence to attract more companies
to the port city. “The goal is to
make Thoothukudi as a manu-
facturing and logistics hub be-
vond this marquee invest-
ment,” said a senior official.
Meanwhile, VinFast on July
15 opened bookings for its pre-
mium electric SUVs with the
launch expected in August, af-
ter the factory opens.

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 July 2025, p.4

Source: The New Indian Express,
2 July 2025, p.4
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Centre approves
21.9K-cr plan for
PM MITRA park
in Virudhunagar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ Chennai

IN a significant boost to the
state gover nment's ambition to
cement its position as India’s
textile powerhouse, Union Tex-
tiles Minister Giriraj Singh on
Tuesday announced the ap-
proval of a ¥1,894-crore devel-
opment plan for the Pradhan
Mantri Mega Integrated Tex-
tile Region and Apparel (FM
MITRA) Park coming up in
Virudhunagar district.

The1,052-acre site will hosta
next-generation textile manu-
facturing ecosystem focused on
technical textiles and integrat-
ed processing units. It is one of
seven PM MITRA parks being
developed nationwide under
the centre’s flagships scheme
aimed at catalysing India’s tex-
tiles sector with world-class in-
frastructure, policy support
and investment incentives.

The project, which was for-
malised in 2023, is the outcome
of prolonged negotiations be-
tween Chief Minister M K Sta-
lin's administration and Union
Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh.
State Industries Minister T RB
Rajaa termed the approvalasa
big boost for TN's textile sector
and called it “a result of relent-
less follow-up and
collaboration”.

Works are targeted for com-
pletion by September 2026, with
the state government project-
ing ¥10,000 crore in investments
and creation of one lakh jobs.
“TN is already India’s top tex-
tile exporter, and now we're
scaling up with ambition,” said
Rajaa.

Planned features include a
15-MLD common effluent treat-
ment plant with zero liquid dis-
charge, a 5-MLD sewage treat-
ment plant, 10,000-bed worker
accommodation and 1.3 million
sq ft of plug-and-play and built-
to-suit factory space.

Tamil Nadu joins six other
states — Telangana, Karnata-
ka, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar
Pradesh — chosen to host PM
MITRA parks.



Over 900 hectares of land to be acquired for
proposed Nanguneri SIPCOT Industrial Park

The TN. government has approved a proposal to allocate 87186 crore to purchase 2,042.35 acres of private patta land for the project; to expedite

land acquisition around the Nanguneri toll plaza, 117 positions, including Special District Revenue Officer and special tahsildar, have been created

P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELL

hief Minister M.K.
Stalin’s announce-
ment of setting up a

SIPCOT Industrial Park in
Nanguneri has started tak-
ing definitive shape, as the
Tamil Nadu government
has notified the acquisition
of 915.03 hectares
(2,260.13 acres) of patta
and government poram-
boke lands near Nanguneri
for the proposed industrial
estate.

When Mr. Stalin visited
the district on February 7,
he announced that the SIP-
COT would establish indus-
trial estates in Nanguneri
and Moolaikkaraipatti, in
addition to the already
overflowing Gangaikondan
SIPCOT Industrial Growth
Centre. Subsequently, the
notification for acquiring
826.86 ha of private patta
land and 88.17 ha of go-
vernment poramboke land
was issued.

Set for development: The land near Kanniyakumari-Tirunelveli National Highway in Nanguneri, where

the industrial park will be established. A SHAIKMOHIDEEN

While the private patta
lands will be purchased
through negotiations, the
government poramboke
land will be used for this
project through ownership
transfer.

Apart from appointing a
team of officials, led by a

Source: The Hindu, 20 July 2025, p.6

Special District Revenue
Officer, the government
has also approved the pro-
posal for allocating ¥871.86
crore for  acquiring
2,042.35 acres of private
patta land for the project.
To expedite the land ac-
quisition to be done

around the Nanguneri toll
plaza, 117 positions, includ-
ing a Special District Reve-
nue Officer and special tah-
sildar, have been created
as the government is keen
on starting the work at the
earliest. The land identi-
fied for the upcoming in-

dustrial park is close to the
four-lane Kanniyakumari-
Tirunelveli National High-
way to make transporta-
tion easier.

“A major Indian compa-
ny with presence in pro-
duct manufacturing is like-
ly to have its unit here for
producing shoes, sports
footwear, etc.,” a senior of-
ficial told The Hindu.

SEZ in poor shape

Even though the Chief Mi-
nister’s announcement on
setting up an industrial es-
tate near Nanguneri has
moved to the next level
with the notification on ac-
quisition of land, the Na-
nugneri Multiproduct Spe-
cial Economic Zone (SEZ),
announced by the late
Chief Minister M. Karuna-
nidhi, in March 2001 is yet
to gather steam.

While the establishment
of one more SIPCOT Indus-
trial Complex has en-
thused industrialists and
investors who have their

Innovation centre to develop indigenous
technology to use hydrogen as green fuel

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Hyundai HTWO Inno-
vation Centre, a research
and development hub, will
seek to develop indigenous
technologies to be able to
produce and use hydrogen
as a green fuel. Once fully
functional in two years,
the centre will be able to
generate hydrogen from
biomass and through elec-
trolysis method to be used
as green fuel for various us-
es, such as transportation.

The centre is a result of
a collaboration between
Hyundai Motor India Li-
mited (HMIL), the Indian
Institute of Technology-
Madras (IIT-M), and Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s nodal
agency for investment pro-
motion.

Coming up on an area of
65,000 sq.ft on the IIT-M
Discovery Campus in Thai-

Push for clean energy: T.R.B. Rajaa, Minister for Industries and
V. Kamakoti, Director, IIT-M, interacting with representatives of
Hyundai Motor India Limited at the event on Tuesday. R. RAGU

yur, the innovation centre,
being built at a cost of T180
crore, is said to be one of
the first industry-institute-
government collaborative
ventures in the field of
clean energy in the coun-
try. HMIL has pledged ¥100
crore for the project.

The design for the
centre was unveiled on
Tuesday by T.R.B. Rajaa,

Minister for Industries, In-
vestment Promotion, and
Commerce. He said the
venture would seek to re-
duce the cost of produc-
tion of hydrogen fuel with
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s intervention.

V. Kamakoti, Director,
IIT-M, said the target for
the centre should be to de-
monstrate in two to three

years that a hydrogen-
fuelled car would be able
to drive from Chennai to
Kanniyakumari with re-
fuelling facilities along the
way. Mr. Kamakoti said the
generation of hydrogen
from biomass could be a
possible source of income
for farmers. At present, hy-
drogen fuel costs $5 per kg
and could fuel a vehicle for
20 km to 25 km. The inno-
vation centre seeks to
bring the cost down to $2
per kg.

Unsoo Kim, Managing
Director, HMIL, said the fo-
cus of the collaboration
was to promote localisa-
tion of the entire value
chain and build a robust
and inclusive hydrogen
economy, which would
support India’s clean ener-
gy ambitions.

Ashish Lele, Director,
CSIR National Chemical
Laboratory, Pune, also
spoke.
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manufacturing units in
Gangaikondan, they also
urge the State government
to explore the possibilities
of reviving the Nanguneri
Multiproduct SEZ.

Legal issues

“Since the Nanguneri Mul-
tiproduct SEZ was initiated
by the late Chief Minister
Karunanidhi, Mr. Stalin
should take vigorous ef-
forts to revive it. Even
though there are some le-
gal tangles crippling this
SEZ’s full-fledged develop-
ment, resolving the issues
is not something impossi-
ble for a government. If the
Nanguneri Multiproduct
SEZ is also revived along
with the Nanguneri SIP-
COT complex, the entire
southern region, advanta-
geously situated close to
the Thoothukudi and Viz-
hinjam ports, will become
a well-developed region
within no time,” said Gu-
nasingh Chelladurai of Bell
Group of Companies.

Source: The Hindu, 9 July 2025, p.3



Vaitheeswaran.B@timesofindia.com

s the world moves towards
A cleaner sources of energy,

efforts are being made to build
hydrogen infrastructure in Tamil
Nadu, with the participation of small
and medium scale industries. IIT
Madras and Hyundai Motors along
with financial support from state govt
are indigenously developing the entire
hydrogen supply chain from
production and storage to application.
Located at I[IT-M’s Thaiyur campus,
the Hyundai HTWO Innovation Centre
will primarily build applications for
the power and mobility sector.

Focusing on localisation of electro-

lyzers for hydrogen production, creation
of microgrids for hydrogen utilisation,
and building refuelling stations for hy-
drogen mobility, the research centre
plans to involve MSMEs in various

B roornoie
Hyundai pins its hopes on MSME:s to drive hydrogen economy

stages of production lifecycle. Prof V
Kamakoti, director of IIT-M, said the
institute has the technical know-how
and intellectual property. IIT-M cur-
rently has capabilities in direct solar
water splitting, sea water electrolyzers,
hydrogen microgrids, gas turbines and
fuel cells. Through this centre, it aims
to improve the maturity of technologies
to commercial grade, which involves nu-
anced manufacturing capabilities.

The centre aims to tap precision
manufacturing, coating capabilities of
small industries in the Chennai, Hosur
and other regions currently serving au-
tomobile, aerospace and defence indus-
tries. He further said that apart from
technology development, it aims to make
the technology more efficient and eco-
nomically viable to help adoption.

An MSME unit proprietor in Chen-
nai, with research experience in hydro-
gen fuel cells, said the state has the ca-

Source: The Times of India, 21 July 2025, p 2

Govt sign

pabilities. But currently, due to lack of
commercial adoption or scale, most
hydrogen technologies are imported in
the country, adding that these are cru-
cial for energy security. The Union govt

s MoU with pvt firm

STEP UP: At the unveiling of the HTWO Innovation Centre at IIT-M’s Thaiyur campus

is strategically pushing for developing
hydrogen production technologies
through hydrogen valleys which are in
the initial phase of their work. This cen-
tre will work with other valleys to enable

to operate Cuddalore port

faster adoption.

Dr Aravind Kumar Chandiran, pro-
ject principal investigator of HTWO In-
novation Centre, said that without the
support of MSMEs, India cannot achieve
its ambitions in localising green hydro-
gen infrastructure by volume. “MSMEs
will play a huge role in supply chain and
localisation. Coating is an essential part
of the electrolyzer building. Alkaline
electrolyzer is a conventional device for
hydrogen generation and it uses corro-
sive electrolyte. So the contacts have to
be coated with corrosion-resistant ma-
terials. In India, there are many MSMEs
‘which work on coating for auto segments
and shall be repurposed for this. Simi-
larly, they can be employed for machin-
ing complex gas flow channels in elec-
trolyzers,” he told TOL

Gopalakrishnan C S, whole-time di-
rector and chief manufacturing officer
of Hyundai Motors which has provided

%100 crore funding, said the centre will
act as an open platform and startups,
incubators and companies can exten-
sively use this infrastructure and create
viable and scalable solutions for the hy-
drogen ecosystem. “We will provide the
facilities like fuel cells, test rigs, and
infrastructure,” he said. “Hyundai is
trying to combine the global expertise
and local talent here”, he said. The auto
major has been investing in hydrogen
technology for more than two decades
and has research centres across the
world.

Girish Ramakrishnan, chief execu-
tive of TANSAM centre of excellence,
which helps MSMEs and others build
smart manufacturing facilities, said
they would help MSMEs with skilling,
product testing and guidance for setting
up production lines for emerging tech-
nologies, including for hydrogen and
electric vehicle supply chain.

TN sets record

in wind power

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu chief
minister M K Stalin on Fri-
day inaugurated veterinary
infrastructure worth %25
crore and signed an MoU to
operate Cuddalore Port
through private partners-
hip.

The MoU was signed bet-
ween the TN Maritime Bo-
ard, Mahathi Cuddalore
Portand Maritime PvtLtd, a
special purpose vehicle
(SPV) formed by MahathiIn-
fra Services Pvt Ltd.

The company was selec-
ted through an open bidding
process to manage and ope-
rate the port.

The port is situated at the
confluence of the rivers
Uppanar and Paravanar, and
officials say it will boost re-

CM Stalin also
inaugurates several
veterinary projects and
dog breeding units across
the state

gional maritime trade and
logistics.

The port will be expan-
ded to handle 13.5 million
tonnes of cargo per annum,
and it will further be scaled
up to40million tonnes later.

LOGISTICS PUSH

"Both international and
local cargo traffic will be
handled here, and it will de-
congest Chennai port as go-
ods entering regions around
Cuddalore and nearby dis-
tricts will unload here," an

Source: The Times of India, 5 July 2025, p 4

official from the TN Mariti-
me Board said.

Atanother event, the chi-
ef minister inaugurated se-
veral veterinary-related bu-
ildings, including a disease
investigation centre in Ka-
nyakumari (Z1.15 crore), a
veterinary hospital in Ti-
ruppur (390 lakh), 12 dispen-
saries in Tirunelveli, Dhar-
mapuri, Mayiladuthurai,
and Ramanathapuram, and
district livestock farms in
the Nilgiris (2.2 crore) and
Sivaganga (8.7 crore).

An expanded dog bree-
ding unit in Saidapet is also
set to be built at 5.9 crore,
for native breeds such as
Chippiparai, Rajapalayam,
and Kanni.

The chief minister also
handed over job appoint-
mentordersto 208 peopleun-
der compassionate grounds.

generation

UNIT WISE EVACUATION

Unit wise 5,323.796
evacuation

from 2022 to 5,733.015
2025 for the

same period 5,314.526
from April 1

to July 25 7,150.110

Venkadesan.S est ever for this period.

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Wind power
generation in the state
has crossed the 100-mil-
lion-unit mark for the
23rd time this year, break-
ing the previous annual
record of 21 in 2022 and
2023.

On Saturday, TN Pow-
er Distribution Corpora-
tion Ltd (TNPDCL) ab-
sorbed 113.71 million
units of wind energy,
marking one of the high-
est single-day evacua-
tions of green power this
year.

The all-time single-
day record of 120.25 mil-
lion units, achieved on
July 9, 2022, still stands.

Since April1this year,
however, wind power gen-
eration hassurgedahead,
with TNPDCL evacuat-
ing 7,263.82 million units
up to Saturday—the high-

This is nearly 2,000 mil-
lion units more than the
corresponding period
last year, when 5,314 mil-
lion units were generated
between April 1 and July
25. During the same peri-
od in 2023, wind power
stood at 5,733.015 million

units.
Renewable Energy
Producers Association

president and chief advi-
sor K Venkatachalam
credited the milestone to
“seamless coordination
between TNPDCL, Tan-
transco, wind energy gen-
erators, and forecasters.”

In 2024-25, TN generat-
ed 12,778 million units of
wind energy With favour-
able wind forecasts in the
coming days, officials
and industry experts be-
lieve the state is on track
to set a new benchmark
for wind power genera-
tion this year.

Source: The Times of India, 30 July 2025, p 4
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TN to host one of five
carbon capture testbeds
for cement industry

SV KRISSHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu has been selected
as one of the five locations in
India to host a pioneering Car-
bon Capture and Utilisation
{(CCU) testbed aimed at reduc-
ing carbon dioxide (CO2) emis-
sions in the cement sector,
which contributes nearly 78 %
of the country’s industrial car-
bon emissions.

The testbed will be estab-
lished at Ultratech Cement’s
Reddipalayvam plant in Ariva-
lur district, with technical sup-
port from the Indian Institute
of Technology Madras (IIT-M)
and the Birla Institute of Tech-
nology and Science (BITS), Pi-
lani, Goa campus. The initia-
tive is part of a national
programme spearheaded by
the Department of Scienceand
Technology to validate and
demonstrate CCU technologies.
These technologies aim to cap-
ture CO2 emissions and con-
vert them into value-added
products such as synthetic fu-
els, urea, soda ash, concrete ag-
gregates, and food-grade CO2.

The project marks a step towards India's
2070 net-zero emission target | ALERC

At the Reddipalayam site, the
testbed will trial an oxygen-en-
riched combustion-based kiln
burning system. The captured
CO2 — up to 2 tonnes per day -
will be mineralised using con-
crete blocks, waste concrete
fines, and concrete plant sludge.
Besides Tamil Nadu, CCU test-
beds are also being set up in
Chittorgarh (Rajasthan), Sun-
dergarh and Rajgangpur (Odi-
sha), and Kurnool (Andhra
Pradesh), each testing different
technological solutions. Union
Minister for Science and Tech-
nology and Earth Sciences Ji-
tendra Singh said the DST is
currently processing financial
sanctions for the projects.

Source: The New Indian Express, 24 July 2025, p.4

CEAT to spend
%450c¢r to expand
Chennai plant

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Tyre major CEAT
is planning a capacity expan-
sion at its Chennai plant that
manufactures truck and bus
radials (TBR) and passenger
carradials (PCR).

The company is lining up
acapex of 450 crore, said offi-
cials. Kumar Subbiah, CFO,
said: “Our planned capex (for
FY25-26) was around 3900
crore, but our board has ap-
proved an additional 450
crore for capacity expansion
at our Chennai plant. So, the
total capex cash outflow for
this year would be in the
Z1,000cr-71,050 crore range.”

The %450 crore, he said,
will be spent over two years.
“In the current fiscal, the
cash outlay from that amount
will be 00cr-z150cr.” This
new capacity addition is for
PCR tyres. “When we origi-
nally set up the Chennai
plant, we planned for a capac-
ity of 28,500 PCR tyres per
day,” said Subbiah. “However,
tyre weights have been in-
creasing because of a shift to-
ward SUVs and larger vehi-
cles. Even smaller vehicles
are now being fitted with big-
ger tyres. So, although the
plant was designed for 28,500
tyres/day, current tyre
weights have reduced the ac-
tual output of the number of
tyres to 22,500-23,000 tyres/
day in terms of units.” The
new expansion will increase
upstream capacity by 80

The new expansion will
increase upstream
capacity by 80
tonnes/day, allowing
CEAT to produce around
30,000 tyres a day

tonnes/day, allowing CEAT
to produce around 30,000
tyres/day. (Upstream capaci-
ty refers to processes like
mixing, calendaring, and
tyre building — basically ton-
nage-based inputs. Down-
stream involves curing and
handling, which are mea-
sured by number of tyres.)
This will ensure upstream
and downstream align to
achieve the 30,000 tyres/day
target.

And, more people will be
needed. “We’ve already been
adding people continuously
and last Sept, we commis-
sioned anew TBR plant there,
which is ramping up well,”
said Subbiah. “PCR produc-
tion is also increasing. We
had originally committed to
the TN govtthat we would cre-
ate 1,000 direct jobs. Today, we
have already crossed 1,500.
With the ongoing capacity ex-
pansion, that number will go
up.” The expansion will be
funded through a mix of in-
ternal accruals and debt.
CEAT saw its profit after tax
for QIFY26 drop to @35.5
crore, down by 9% compared
t0¥149.24 crore in the year ago
period.

Source: The Times of India, 19 July 2025, p 6

TENVol. 11 Issue 7 | July 2025 | Page 16



TN to absorb
3520 cr to save
small firms &
domestic users

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN
(@ Chennai

AS the Consumer Price Index
(CPI)-linked annual power tar-
iff revision for 202526 kicks in
on Tuesday, as per the orders
issued by the Tamil Nadu Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commiis-
sion (TNERC) on Monday, the
state government has an-
nounced that it will absorb
¥519.84 crore additional cost
per year to protect 2.83 crore
power consumers, including
households and small-scale in-
dustries, from incurring high-
er power tariff.

The order issued by TNERC
has increased energy charges,
fixed charges,
and demand
charges for all
categories of
consumers at
3.16% as ex-
pected, which
is the escala-
tion rate of CPI
from April 2024

55 Sivasankar

to April 2025.

Soon after the order was is-
sued, a release by Minister for
Electricity 88 Sivasankar said,
as assured earlier by Chief
Minister MK Stalin, the in-
crease in tariff will be fully ab-
sorbed by the government for
2.42 domestic consumers for all
consumption slabs. Since the
exemption from fixed charges
for domestic consumers will
also be continued, there will be
no impact on them due to the
tariff increase, the release
said. The other category of us-
ers whose tariff hike will be
borne by the government in-

cludes low-tension industries
with a sanctioned load of up to
50 kW, small commercial estab-
lishments using up to 500 units
of power bimonthly, cottage
and micro industries, and pow-
erlooms.

The release clarified that
free power of 100 units for do-
mestic consumers, 1,000 units
for power looms, and free pow-
er for huts will continue. P9

1.2K electric buses to be introduced across Chennai

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE electric buses feature low-
floor seats in the front and high-
floor seats in the rear: The floor
height of the bus is 400mm, and
it can be reduced up to 250mm.
Following complaints of poor
ventilation in the low-floor bus-
es introduced last vear, the
MTC has increased the height
of the window glass on either
side of electric buses to en-
hance air circulation. It has
also introduced a small sliding
window for the high{loor seat
in the rear.

These 120 buses form part of

the first phase of theplantoin-
duct 650 electric buses, with a
total of 1,225 electric buses to
be introduced across Chennai
eventually The newly-launched
buses have been deploved
on 11 routes as deluxe
services.

Officials from the
MTC told TNIE that ex-
isting services will not
be cut and that the new
buses will augment current
operations. The e-buses will op-
erate under the Gross Cost Con-
tract (GCC) model, where the
private operator is responsible
for building, operating, and

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 July 2025, p.1 and 9

maintaining the buses for 12
vears. The MTC will pay T77.16
per km to OHM Global Mobili-
ty, a subsidiary of Ashok Ley-
land and SWITCH Mobility

which manufactured the

%, buses. “The MTC-hired
conductors on con-

tract have been de-
ploved in these buses.
But tickets will only
be issued through elec-
tronic ticketing ma-
chines,” said an official.

The buses are to be intro-
duced in 11 routes — K Kanna-
dasan Nagar to K Kannadasan
Nagar (2B, circular route via
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Anna Square, Central and Vsa-
varpadi), Broadway-Kilam-
bakkam (18A), K Kannadasan
Nagar-K Kannadasan Nagar
{C33 circular route via Mool-
akadai, Choolai, Central and
Broadway), K Kannadasan Na-
gar-K Kannadasan Nagar (C 64
via Moolakadai, Jamalia,
Choolai, & Central), Poonamal-
lee-Vallalar Nagar (37), M K B
Nagar-MGR Kovambedu (46 G),
Vallalar Nagar-Redhills (57),
Vallalar Nagar-Perivapalayam
{57 X), Manali-Perambur {164
E),MKB Nagar-Kilambakkam
(170 TX) and T V K Nagar-
Guindy TVE Estate.



Tirupur is pinning hopes on manmade fibres to double its textile
turnover. What it needs is capital infusion, labour, conducive policy

SYNTHETIC TAKEOVER

MONDAY BRIEFING

Renk opens manufacturing
facility in Shoolagiri
G ermany-based Renk group, a
supplier of drive solutions for
military and civil applications, has
inaugurated a production facility in
Shoolagiri. The facility aims to serve
growing domestic defence and
industrial markets and will make
gear units for cement mills,
gearboxes for the power and new
energy sectors, and specialised
couplings. It also plans to export its
couplings to the global market.
Renk has contributed to defence
programs including Arjun tank and
INS Vikrant aircraft carrier. It is also
contributing to future defence
initiatives, including a Light Tank
program and naval opportunities, a
release said. - TNN

Novac Tech ventures into
the LatAM market

ovac Technology Solutions, a

digital transformation and
cloud solutions company, has
entered the Latin American market
to tap the growing demand for
enterprise grade upskilling and
capability development. Partnering
with the US-based IT solutions
provider Datafy, Novac aims to
strengthen its presence in the
region through its digital learning
solutions and certification-based
offerings under the Global Centre
of Excellence (GCOE). It plans to
localise its content and customise
for the region’s industry needs
preferences. C Mahesh, director of
Novac said LATAM is a catalytic
space for reimagining how
enterprises approach capability
development. - an

Vivek.Narayanan@timesofindia.com

here is a synthetic transformation

under way in Tirupur, India’s knit-

wear capital that accounts for 60%

of exports in the segment and clocks

$4.5 billion in annual business. Tar-
geting to double its turnover to $10bn by 2030, the
cluster is betting big on manmade fibres (MMF),
aiming to increase MMF’s share from the current
10% to 30%. Manmade (artificial/synthetic) fibres
aremade using chemical processes, unlike natural
ones derived from living organisms.

“The ‘China Plus One’ sentiment is driving
global sourcing strategies. So, buyers are seeking
alternatives in Bangladesh, Vietham—and in-
creasingly India, especially Tirupur. We hope to
tap emerging markets in Africa and Latin Amer-
ica too,” said Sunil Jhunjhunwala, MD, Techno
Sportswear (P) Limited and Vice-Chairman, CII
Tirupur. The region will soon turn into a focussed
market for MMF garment markets. “The idea
is not to abandon cotton, but manmade fi-
bres will grow faster—maybe five to six
times by 2030,” said Arun Ramaswamy,
CEOQ, New Man Exports, who also serves
as the chairman of Tirupur Exporters
Association’s (TEA) MMEF sub-committee.
“The FTA with the UK, Canada, Australia,
will also bring in good business opportuni-
ties,” he said.

There are more than 5,000 units in Tirupur:
“From blended polyester-cotton-lycra or cotton-
lycra to 100 percent rayon, every unit has under-
taken a marginal production in MMF now. We are
focussing exclusively on sports, athleisure wear
and technical textiles. The usage of cotton in the
sports segment is gradually dwindling, while eve-
ryone’s gaze is towards MME” he adds.

Today, industries in Tirupur import fabric
from China, make garments and export them.
“The next step for us is to make the yarn, like
polyester and nylon filament, lyocell fibre, in India
itself. Then, we will need to manufacture the raw
materialslocally, from petrochemicals,” explained
Jhunjhunwala. “Materials and equipment make
up nearly one-third of the input cost for MMF
exporters. With knitting and finishing capabilities
still catching up, building an integrated MMF
value chain is a priority”

Tirupur needs to achieve in 3-4 years what

Source: The Times ofIndza, 28 July 2025, p 2

&

China and Taiwan did in 15-20 years. “That means
getting our learning curve right—investing in
technology, training labour, and incentivising pro-
cessing units. Everything from the yarn to the
finished product should be from here,” he ex-
plained.

This is also why Tirupur is looking up to Tai-
wanese firms—global leaders in the MMF ecosys-
tem, for technical expertise. This year’s Tamil
Nadu-Taiwan technical textile partnership sum-
mit, which was recently held at Coimbatore fo-
cussed on processing expertise. “These partner-
ships could help Indian exporters move up the
value chain, especially in fast-growing segments
like sportswear, activewear, workwear; rain jackets,
industrial gear:”

Those who spearheaded the move to adopt
MMF include A Sakthivel, Chairman, Poppys
Knitwear (P) Ltd, who serves as honorary chair-
man, TEA, and vice chairman, apparel export
promotion council (AEPC). K M Subramanian,
founder-chairman of KM Knitwear, and pres-

ident, TEA, is among the other industry

leaders championing MME, said Ramas-
wamy:
Still, challenges remain—especially
skilled labour, and more infrastructure
totap. “The attrition rate is high. We need
houses/dormitories for labourers to retain
them. Besides, we need more plug and play
facilities for the MME” said G R Gopikumar; con-
venor of the textile panel for the confederation of
Indian industry (CII), Tamil Nadu. There isalsoa
need to create more hubs in and around Tirupur.
“Basic product categories like babywear and un-
dergarments could be shifted to newer hubs like
Erode, Karur, and Salem—allowing Tirupur to
specialise in high-value, technical exports.”

There has been assistance from the govt front
as well. An official tells us, “Presently, there are
subsidies under the industrial and MSME policies.
Now to promote R&D in technical textiles and
MMEF, we have announced a 71 crore scheme. In-
dustries and academic units can apply for this.
But the final product should be commercializable.
This research will help in coming out with raw
materials.” The govt has also launched the Tamil
Nadu Tech Textile Mission. “This is to offer end-
to-end support. We will empanel consultants with
whom the industries can engage to set up tech-
textile units,” the official added.
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TN'S MANMADE
FIBRE ECOSYSTEM

VISION 2030: TARGET FOR THE
STATE’S SYNTHETIC INDUSTRY

> Activewear exports
(CAGR: 37%) o
715,000cr
(2030)
» Market share |
?31000“' From 0.5% to
(2024) 2.5% of global
L @ activewear

TN’S SHARE IN THE INDIA PIE

> India’s total » Tamil Nadu’s
apparel exports | activewear

| $16 billion share | $0.35

> TN's share | billion (35%)
$5.3 bn (33%) > Share of

» India’s activewear
activewear within Tamil
exports | Nadu’s apparel
$1bn exports | 7%

GAPS IDENTIFIED, SUGGESTIONS
(in advanced stages of approval)
> Develop synthetic-specific textile
parks | Establish textile parks focused
on synthetic fabrics, processing, and
garmenting

» Create common infrastructure and
offer investment incentives

> Support for establishing
Dormitories | Create dormitories for
labour retention and development

» Enable unit-level and park-level
dormitory facilities

> Provide Policy Support | Capital
subsidy | Interest subvention | Land
subsidy | Skill development subsidy |
Power subsidy | Dormitory subsidy |
ETP/ZLD subsidies (Effluent
Treatment Plants/Zero Liquid
Discharge) | R&D subsidies

Source: Wazir Advisors Report on building momentum
for sportswear/athleisure output in Tamil Nadu




COMING

FULL CIRCLE

Nandini.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu accounts for 35% of
India’s automotive production
and more than 40% of auto
exports. But as the state pre-
pares for the next phase of
investments and manufactur-
ing growth, it is eyeing a new-age production
strategy focussed on circular manufacturing
and cluster collaboration in electric mobility.
Many of these future-ready ideas are included
in a just-released State Planning Commission
report (titled Powering Tamil Nadu’s Automo-
tive Manufacturing Growth) being scrutinised
by the govt. Says state industries minister TRB
Rajaa, “The report lays out a clear, ambitious
and actionable roadmap for the EV sector; one
that places innovation, inclusion and impact at
the centre of growth.” The idea, he says, is to
secure “long-term leadership in the sector.”
Some of these ideas are in the process of
being greenlit. “Recommendations on the
skillingand R&D side are already being put into
action. We're coming up with a circular
economy policy to encourage reuse of
recoverables,” says state industries secretary
V Arun Roy. TN will not only focus on making
EVs and parts, but on reuse and recycling as
well as scrappage opportunities as part of an
end-to-end manufacturing strategy. Some of
that effort is already bearing fruit. The govt has
approved a unit to be set up in Hosur for
recycling lithium-ion batteries, the industry
secretary says. “There is scope in scrapping and
usage of recycled steel, which can reduce cost
and improve manufacturing competitiveness.
But we must keep safety and ecosystem
requirements in mind,” adds Arun Roy.
MSMEs will play a big role in circular
manufacturing. Says Atul Anand, state
MSME secretary: “MSMEs can be
part of TN’s focus on battery
manufacturing and circular
manufacturing, including second-
life applications, battery reuse, and
material recovery.” This includes
refurbishing,
repurposing
used EV

Source: The Times of India, 7 July 2025, p 2

batteries for applications like energy storage
systems for green energy grids or backup power
for commercial, residential use. They could set
up small-scale recycling units to recover
materials like lithium, cobalt, nickel from spent
batteries, extend blockchain for traceability in
auto manufacturing and battery recycling as
well as 3D printing of low-volume complex
parts, he adds.

The Automotive Component Manufacturers
Association (ACMA), apex body for the auto
component industry, is on board with this
vision which “reaffirms the state’s leadership
asacritical hub in India’s mobility value chain
—notjust in traditional manufacturing, but in
driving the next wave of electric, intelligent,
and sustainable vehicles,” says Shradha Suri
Marwabh, president, ACMA & CMD Subros.

For circular manufacturing to work, the
report’s cluster collaboration concept — which
bundles industry and academia to create
factory-floor innovation — is also being piloted.
“As part of setting up cluster parks close to
academic institutions, we're developing
University Research Parks in TN,” says V Arun
Roy. “We're tying up with Kamaraj University
in Madurai and Bharatiyar University in
Coimbatore, and there will be a soft launch.”
These parks will offer manufacturing solutions
when industry approaches them with
production-related problems, he says.

This ties into TN’s skilling focus on making
the next-gen factory worker proficient in
factory analytics, IOT, machininglearning and
Al “The push to skill up through a dedicated
Mobility Skills 2030 programme, along with EV
servicing support for MSMEs (as suggested by
the State Planning Commission Report), shows
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Tamil Nadu is preparing for the next phase of growth with a focus on
circular manufacturing and cluster collaboration in electrlc mobl 1ty

GREEN DRIVE: Technicians work on a scooter
at Ather Energy’s electric vehicle
manufacturing facility in Hosur

TN'S EV INDUSTRY

» TN produces 68% of electric 2W sold in India
» Electric 2W units expected to hit 16.8 million
units with revenue of $16.8 billion by 2030

» e-3W and auto rickshaw numbers to hit 0.86
mn units with $2.6 bn revenue by 2030

» e-passenger vehicles expected to hit 0.60 mn
units with $9 billion in revenue by 2030

real intent,” says Rajaa. Interestingly, some of
the critical skilling interventions are coming
from industry instead. Take Delta Electronics,
which has launched a Centre of Excellence
(CoE) programme with Tamil Nadu Skill
Development Corporation (TNSDC). This
involves a tie-up with local engineering or
polytechnic colleges to train future staff on
working with robots.

Said Rachna Kango, senior director, ESG &
strategic marketing, Delta Electronics India:
“The segment-agnostic programme will help
engineering or ITI grads to be employed in any
manufacturing unit, auto, electronics or
cement. We conduct a short-term (one-month)
and long-term (3-4 months) course to train
between 200 and 300 students every year: We will
tie up with an engineering college in Ber,
Krishnagiri district (an EV hub), for this
course,” she added.

The move to make TN’s auto industry future-
ready will work only when new-age production
isbacked by scale. Says Satyakam Arya, MD &
CEQ, Daimler India Commercial Vehicles, “To
attract the next generation of automotive
manufacturing, Tamil Nadu needs to focus on
gaining scale and efficiency, evolving with
Industry 4.0 technologies, and investing in new
mobility solutions such as electric, hydrogen,
and gas.”



PM Modi todedicate projects worth
34,800 crduring two-dayvisittoTN

He will release a commemocorative coin in honour of Rajendra Chola | during Aadi Thiruvathirai tomorrow

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR
@New Delhi

WITHOUT taking even a day’s
break after returning from his
foreign trips, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will travel to
Tamil Nadu on July 26 to inau-
eurate and dedicate to the na-
tion various development
projects worth over 4,800
crore. He will also participate
in the celebration of the birth
anniversary of Chola emperor
Rajendra Chola I during the
Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival on
July 27 at Gangaikonda
Cholapuram Temple in
Arivalur

According to a statement
from the Prime Minister's Of-
fice (PMO)on Friday, Modi will
arrive in Thoothukudi and ded-
icate to the nation a series of
projects across multiple sec-
tors. He will inaugurate the
new terminal building at
Thoothukudi airport, devel-
oped at a cost of around F450
crore, and designed to meetthe
increasing aviation demands
of the southern region.

The terminal spans 17,340
square metres and is equipped
to handle 1,350 passengers dur-
ing peak hours and 201akh pas-
sengers annually, with a future
expansion capacity of up to
1,800 peak hour passengers and
25 lakh passengers annually He
will also dedicate to the nation
the four-lane 50-km Sethivat-
hope—Cholapuram stretch of
NH-36, developed at over 2,350
crore under the Vikravandi-

Security drill conducted ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Tiruchy,
on Friday. He is scheduled to reach the city on Saturday night, and leave for
Ganganikonda Cholapuram on Sunday | wx askox xusar

Thanjavur corridor and the six-
laning of the 5.16 km NH-138
Tuticorin Port Road, construct-
ed at a cost of around 200
crore. With underpasses and
bridges, this project will
streamline cargo movement,
reduce logistics costs, and sup-
port port-led industrial growth
in the region surrounding VO
Chidambaranar Port.

In a significant step to im-
prove port infrastructure and
advance clean energy efforts,
the Prime Minister will inau-
gurate North Cargo Berth-I11
at VO Chidambaranar Port, de-
veloped at a cost of approxi-
mately 285 crore. With a cargo
handling capacity of 6.96 MMT-
PA, this new berth will meet
the region’s rising demand for
dry bulk cargo handling, en-
hance port efficiency, and opti-

Source: The New Indian Express, 26 July 2025, p.7

mise cargo logistics.

The PM will also dedicate
three key railway infrastruc-
ture projects in southern Tamil
Nadu, aimed at bolstering sus-
tainable and efficient connec-
tivity. The electrification of the
90 km Madurai-Bodinavakka-
nur line will promote eco-
friendly transport while sup-
porting tourism and daily
commuting in Madurai and
Theni. The 650 crore doubling
of the 21 km Nagercoil Town-
Kannivakumari section, part
of Thiruvananthapuram-Kan-
nivakumari project, will rein-
force transport links between
Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

In addition, the doubling of
the Aralvaymozhi-Nagercoil
Junection (12.87 km) and
Tirunelveli-Melappalayam (3.6
km) sections will reduce travel
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time along major southern
routes such as Chennai-Kanya-
kumari, boosting both passen-
ger and freight capacity and
enhancing regional economic
integration.

To further strengthen Tamil
Nadu’s power infrastructure,
the prime minister will lay the
foundation stone for a major
power transmission project —
an Inter-State Transmission
System (ISTS) for the evacua-
tion of electricity from Ku-
dankulam Nuclear Power Plant
Units 3 and 4 (2x1000 MW).

This project, with an estimat-
ed cost of ¥ 550 crore, includes
a 400 kV {quad) double-circuit
transmission line from Ku-
dankulam to the Thoothukudi-
II (GIS substation, along with
associated terminal equipment.
It will play a crucial role in re-
inforcing the national grid, en-
abling reliable, clean energy
distribution, and meeting grow-
ing electricity demands in
Tamil Nadu and other benefici-
ary states.

As partof his visit, Modi will
also release a commemorative
coin in honour of Rajendra
Chola I during the Aadi Thiru-
vathirai Festival at Gangaikon-
da Cholapuram Temple on July
27. This occasion also marks
the 1,000-vear anniversary of
Rajendra Chola I's legendary
maritime expedition to South-
east Asia and the beginning of
the construction of the iconic
Gangaikonda Cholapuram tem-
ple—an architectural master-
piece of the Chola era.



Man-made fibre key to reach
$100bn export target: MoS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Coimbatore / Tiruppur

UNION Minister of State for
External Affairs and Textiles
Pabitra Margherita said the
Man-Made Fibre (MMF) arena
will have a pivotal role to play
for India to achieve textile and
apparel exports worth $100 bil-
lion by 2030.

Margherita inaugurated the
drd Man-Made Fibre (MMF)
Conclave, organised by the
Confederation of Indian Tex-
tile Industry, in Coimbatore on
Monday. The theme of the con-
clave was ‘Global Trade Dy-
namics: Strengthening India’s
Position in the Manmade Fi-
bre Value Chain’.

Delivering the inaugural ad-
dress, Margherita spoke of the
global shift in demand towards
man-made fibre. Highlighting
the various steps being taken
by the government of India to
strengthen its position in the
global textile arena, he said the
establishment of the PM-MI-
TRA parks and the production
linked incentive (PLI) scheme
would act as game changers
for the Indian textile sector.

Margherita interacted with
exporters in Tiruppur on Mon-
day and said, “India is becom-
inga hub of the apparel sector
aswell. Thereason I amsaying
this in Tiruppur is because the
city is the centre of evervthing.
Exporters have put forward
various recommendations and

Pabitra Margherita, Minister of State for External Affairs and Textiles, interacting
with exporters in Tiruppur on Monday | exesess

‘Will take up NTC mill reopening with textile minister’

Coimbatore: MoS Pabitra Margherita on Monday assured to resolve the
issues of the warkers of the National Textile Corporation (NTC)
regarding wages and reopening of the mills. In view of the minister's
wvisit to Coimbatore, over a hundred workers attached to eight trade
unions gathered at Race Course and staged a deronstration. The
members were informed that a talk will be arranged between the
minister and representatives of the trade unions. After participating in
the conclave, the minister held a discussion with them, and told
reporters that he would take up the issue with the union textile
minister. “The ministry is always concerned about the NTC workers'
grievances. We will resolve theissues soon,” he said. TS Rajamani,
general secretary of HMS Trade Union said, “The NTC mills were closed
in 2020, and have not been reopened since. Over 2,000 permanent
workers are left without jobs, received their last salary in June 2023. We
have urged the ministry to settle the pending wages.” ENS

suggestions during the discus-
sion. I will discuss everyvthing
with my department col-
leagues and give it due
importance.”

“We are continuing to nego-
tiate with the US, UAE and
other countries to sign a Free-
Trade Agreement (FTA). There
are favourable conditions in
India, and these markets have
high demand,” he added.

Later, the minister visited
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

International School of Tex-
tiles and Management
(SVPISTM), Coimbatore, an
autonomous institute under
the Ministry of Textiles.

The programme was presid-
ed over by the director of
SVPISTM, P Alli Rani. Speak-
ing at the event, the minister
said, “Textiles account for 13%
of India’s total industrial pro-
duction and stand as the sec-
ond-largest employment gen-
erator after agrieulture.”

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 July 2025, p.8

‘TN has 1.2 L MW solar power
potential; taps less than 1%’

FI LE PHOTO

Study Says

If the entire solar

integrated PV systems.
The study also highligh-

Renewables
Can Meet 100%
Power Needs

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu has
the potential for 1.29 lakh me-
gawatts of solar power,
which, if fully tapped, can
meet 100% of the state's pro-
jected power demand five ye-
ars later, according to a study
by UN-backed NGO Aurovil-
le Consulting. The installed
capacity of solar power in
TN, at 10,656 MW, is however
just0.78% of the potential.
The NGO projected the fi-
gures for the distributed
energy resources (DER) by
comparing secondary data
from the Solar Technology

HARNESSING POWER

and Application Atlas of In-
dia (STAAI) and the Centre
for Science, Technology and
Policy (CSTEP), quantifying
the electricity generation ca-
pacity of various technologi-
es available, including roof-
top and floating photovoltaic
systems.

If the entire solar potenti-
al is achieved, the state can
generate 203.67 trillion units
of power in a year, which is
more than the projected po-
wer requirement for 2030-31.
In 2034, it can still meet 87%
of the projected power de-
mand, it said.

Of the 1.29 lakh MW po-

Source: The Times of India, 19 July 2025, p 5

potential is achieved, the
state can generate 203.67
trillion units of powerina
year, which is more than
the projected power
requirement for 2030-31

tential, about 50%—60,479
MW-—can beachieved just by
rooftop solar systems, which
can meet half of the power
demand in 2030-31. Now, only
1.66% of the rooftop solar po-
tential has been realised so
far

Tamil Nadu has planned
an addition of 18,400 MW of
solar capacity in the next 10
vears, butthis wouldmeeton-
1y 14.25% of the total potenti-
al, which includes rooftop so-
lar, urban photovoltaic sy-
stems, building-integrated
photovoltaic systems, floa-
ting PV systems, canal top so-
lar systems, and rail and road

ted that the thermal power
generation of the state for
2024-25, which is 74.22 trillion
units, could be entirely offset
by tapping just 37% of the so-
lar potential or 78 % of the ro-
oftop solar potential. “Integ-
ration of distributed energy
resource (DER) systems,
such as rooftop solar, offers a
range of benefits at both the
network and societal levels.
At the network level, DER sy-
stems help utilities reduce
expenditure by minimising
investments in generation,
transmission, and distribu-
tion infrastructure,” the stu-
dysaid.

A Tamil Nadu Green
Energy Corporation official
said tapping the entire solar
power potential is not feasib-
le without battery storage sy-
stems. “The inputs will be
considered, and viable op-
tions will be explored,” said
the official.
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TN set to ink power deals with private
players for five years to tide over shortfall

PLANNING AHEAD

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Beginning Febnext
year, the Tamil Nadu Power
Distribution Corporation Ltd
(TNPDCL) will procure 1,500
MW of power from private ge-
nerators across the country
and within the state for five ye-
ars to manage increasing po-
wer demand in the state. The
Tamil Nadu Electricity Regu-
latory Commission (TNERC)
has approved TNPDCL’s pro-
posal to float a tender for 800
MW to procure electricity
from generators in other sta-
tes under medium-term po-
wer purchase agreements.
The tenders will soon be
floated on the Union power
ministry’s DEEP portal, and
agreements will be signed
with the lowest bidder using
the reverse auction method.
For the remaining 700 MW,
TNPDCL wants to sign agree-

Description Capacity (in MW) YT
Thermal power plants 4,320 capacity addition

= = to TN after 2027
Gas-based power plants 408

Ennore SEZ

IPP (Independent power
producers) L %
CGS share (central i
generating stations) 6,558 @ n;‘ E;E :m,on)
Long-term power purchase 2,830 “NLC- Talabira
Medium-term power 152 1,500 MW
purchase Talcher -lll
Total installed capacity 15,043 462 MW
Net availability Kudankulam U-4
(@ 85% PLF) 12,736 600 MW

ments with generators within
the state toensureavailability
of power. TNPDCL officials
said the medium-term supply
is necessary as existing long-
term power purchase agree-
ments (15 years) for 2,830 MW
end in 2028. Since the state po-

Source: The Times of India, 20 July 2025, p 2

wer utility cannot sign long-
term agreements until 2028, it
decided to sign medium-term
power purchase agreements
tokeep costs in check.

“The power cost in short-
term power purchase agree-
ments ranges from 8 to %10

per unit, but the medium-
term agreements would ensu-
re low-cost power” said
TNPDCL officials. Of the four
medium-term agreements of
TNPDCL, two have already
expired, while power delivery
has not started in two other
agreements due to issues in
coal availability to the plants.

The centralelectricity aut-
hority, in its resource adequa-
cy report to Tamil Nadu, sug-
gested that TNPDCL sign po-
wer purchase agreements as
the shortfall to meet the po-
wer demand is estimated to be
3,845 MW in 2026-27 and 6,822
MW in 2029-30. While TN gets
15,043 MW of thermal power
from central generating sta-
tions and power purchase ag-
reements, among others, ad-
ditional power is required to
meet the evening peak in de-
mand due to unpredictable
natureof renewable power so-
urces.

T.N. plans contracts for 6486 MW from
thermal power capacity till FY 2029-30

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNALI

Tamil Nadu has planned con-
tracts for 6,486 MW from
thermal power capacity till
FY 2029-30. Further, the State
is required to tie-up an addi-
tional 7,000 MW from ther-
mal capacity till FY 2034-35,
Union Power Ministry said,
citing the Resource Adequacy
Plan by Central Electricity
Authority (CEA).

According to Union Minis-
try of Power, the planned
6,486 MW includes three
thermal power projects by Ta-
mil Nadu Power Generation
Corporation Ltd (TNGCPL)
under construction. This in-
cludes North Chennai Ther-
mal Power Plant (Stage III)
Project (1 x 800 MW), Udan-
gudi Thermal Power Project
Stage-I (2 x 660 MW) and En-
nore SEZ Supercritical Ther-
mal Power Project (2 x 660
MW).

However, the under con-
struction thermal power pro-
jects of TNPGCL - Ennore Ex-

(TNPDCL) is presently meet-

TNPDCL had executed 11 long-term power purchase agreements for
aggregate quantum of 3,330 MW for a period of 15 years. FILE PHOTO

pansion TPS (1x660 MW) &
Uppur STPP UlI&2 (2 x 800
MW) are not included in
6,486 MW planned capacity,
the Ministry told Standing
Linkage Committee (Long-
Term) for Power Sector which
decides on coal linkage for
power sector.

Union Ministry of Power
has requested the Standing
Linkage Committee (Long-
Term) for Power Sector to
consider the request of Tamil
Nadu government to earmark

Source: The Hindu, 24 July 2025, p.6

long-term coal linkage to
TNPGCL under the revised
coal allocation policy (SHAK-
TI Policy, 2025) for conduct-
ing tariff based competitive
bidding to develop and pro-
cure 660 MW of power from
Ennore TPS Expansion pro-
ject.

The Standing Linkage
Committee will take a call on
the coal allocation for the En-
nore TPS Expansion project.
Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Ltd

ing the demand from the In-
stalled Capacity of conven-
tional sources of 15,043 MW
(Thermal 4,320 MW + Gas
408 MW + Independent Pow-
er Producers 775 MW + Cen-
tral Generating Stations Share
6558 MW + Long Term Open
Access 2,830 MW + Medium
Term Open Access 152 MW).
Considering a Plant Load Fac-
tor of 85%, the net availability
will be 12,786 MW, Tamil Na-
du Electricity Regulatory
Commission (TNERC) said in
a recent order.

Long-term projects
TNPDCL had executed 11
Long Term Power Purchase
Agreements (PPA) for aggre-
gate quantum of 3,330 MW
for a period of 15 years from
2014 to 2028. Out of 3,330
MW, 500 MW PPA executed
with Ind Barath Energy (Ut-
kal) Ltd was terminated and
at present 2,830 MW power
under long term is being pro-
cured and the PPAs will ex-
pire in FY 2028-29, it noted.
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EB hikes rates, EV charging stns feel the heat

Operators claim hike will raise their costs by 20%; govt says revision required for servicing high-capacity EV infra

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

ELECTRIC vehicle charging
operators in Tamil Nadu are
bracing for higher electricity
bills asthe state’s power regula-
tor raised both energy and fixed
charges under a revised tariff
structure, effective July 1. The
Tamil Nadu Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (TNERC) has
retained its time-of-day (ToD)
model for EV charging — first
introduced in 2023 — but in-
creased rates across the board,
triggering fresh concernsabout
the economics of public
charging.

Energy charges under the
new structure now range from
¥6.50 per kWh during solar
hours (9am-—4pm)to 39.75during
peak hours (6am-—9am and G6pm-—
10pm), up from ¥9.45. Night
charging (10pm-6am) is priced
at TB.10, compared to ¥7.85 ear-
lier. More significantly, fixed
charges for high-tension (HT)
charging stations have more
than doubled, from %145 to T304
per kVA per month. Unlike en-
ergy charges, these apply re-
gardless of usage and are based
on sanctioned load. For exam-
ple, a S0kW fast-charging station
will now pay %2,750 in monthly
fixed charges, up from 1,300 (ex-
cluding electricity tax).

Tamil Nadu has around 3,000 public EV charging stations, with utilisation rates

typically between 8% and 15% | express

“Our average cost of power
was around ¥9 to ¥9.50 per KkWh
before July. Following the tariff
revision, it has gone up by ¥2.50
per unit — a 20% increase in
our power cost,” said K P
Karthikevan, director of Indi-
an Charge Point Operators As-
sociation. “This is a fixed cost,
and while the impact could ta-
per as utilisation improves,
public charging stations typi-
cally operate at just 5-6% utili-
sation, and rarely exceed 10%.
Even in the best-case scenario,
utilisation levels may not cross
15-16%. So, at current usage lev-
els, the hike effectively trans-

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 July 2025, p.2

lates to a 20% cost escalation.”

Industry executives say such
steep hikes disproportionately
affect operators who are al-
ready struggling with low vol-
umes. “We are required to take
sanctioned load equal to the
charger capacity Even if utili-
sation is low, these fixed charg-
es are unavoidable,” said Jaga-
deesan Balaji, head of finance
and HR at Zeon Charging.
“With this revision, what we
expected as a five-year
breakeven may now stretch to
eight or nine.”

The Tamil Nadugovernment,
through its discoms — Tamil

WILL PUBLIC CHARGING
BE FEASIBLE OPTION

- old New
Time of day Rate Rate
T
Peak hours
1945/ | T0.15/
(6am-9am and
gpm-10pm) kWh kWh
Night charging 1185/ Il
{10pm-Bam) kWh kWh
Fixed chaiges I
for HT charging | Z145/KVA ‘ i
stations |

Nadu Electricity Distribution
Corporation Ltd (TNEDCL)
and Tamil Nadu Power Distri-
bution Corporation Ltd (TNP-
DCL) — defended the revision,
noting that the hike was neces-
sary to reflect the actual costof
servicing high-capacity EV
infrastructure.

Tamil Nadu has around 3,000
public EV charging stations,
with utilisation rates typically
between 8-15%. Most two and
four-wheeler users still charge
at home or at workplace, limit-
ingdaily volumes at public sta-
tions. Operators say these fa-
cilities primarily serve
long-distance and commercial
segments. “Public charging is
driven by travel need, not elec-
tricity pricing. People don't

plan trips around tariff win-
dows,” said Balaji.

End-user tariffs typically
range from ¥10-¥18 per unit for
two and three-wheelers, and
F15-725 for fastcharging cars,
taxis and fleet vehicles. With
operators functioning under
publicprivate partnerships or
independent models, the ability
to pass on the full cost hike re-
mains constrained.

While fixed charges under
the low-tension (LT-VII) cate-
gory have also been increased
and tiered by connected load,
operators say broader policy in-
consistencies are undermining
the state’'s EV push. Only HT
consumers are permitted to
wheel renewable energy — a
key cost-saving tool— but HT
connections remain signifi-
cantly costlier in Tamil Nadu
compared to states like Karna-
taka or Kerala. Operators also
point to ongoing delays in
smart meter rollout and grid
interconnection approvals.

The current hike follows a
sharp tariff reduction in
FY2023-24, when rates were
slashed by nearly 50% to incen-
tivise investment. While
TNERC had flagged a gradual
revision path, operatorssay the
lack of multi-year clarity con-
tinues to deter investors.

Public-private partnership among options for 660-MW
Ennore Thermal Power Station expansion project

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Power
Generation Corporation
Ltd. (TNPGCL) has kept all
options open, including
public-private partnership
(PPP), for executing the
660-MW Ennore Thermal
Power Station (ETPS) ex-
pansion project, as the Un-
ion government’s revised
policy for coal linkages has
provisions for projects se-
lected through tariff-based
competitive bidding.

As per the State Energy
Department’s policy note
for 2025-26, the ETPS ex-
pansion project has faced
significant challenges over
the years.

Two Engineering, Pro-
curement and Construc-
tion (EPC) contractors —
Lanco Infra Tech Ltd. and
BGR Energy Systems Ltd. —
were terminated due to

Tough times: As per the State Energy Department’s policy note, the

project has faced significant challenges over the years.

slow progress and poor
performance, it said.
Considering the present
energy scenario, the pro-
jecthas been envisaged un-
der PPP mode. A purchase
order was issued to SBI
CAPS on September 2,
2024, for Engaging Tran-
saction Advisory Services
for the preparation of a
feasibility report for the ex-
ecution of the 1 x 660 MW
ETPS expansion project
from “as is where is basis

Source: The Hindu, 21 July 2025, p.2

condition” through PPP
mode. The pre-draft De-
tailed Feasibility Report
(DFR) had been received
from M/s. SBI CAPS, and
was under review, the poli-
cy note said.

Earlier, there was an ob-
stacle to executing the pro-
ject under PPP mode. Ac-
cording to the agenda for a
meeting of the Southern
Regional Power Commit-
tee, the Union Ministry of
Coal had said coal linkage

would not be allotted to
projects under PPP mode
or those implemented by
private companies, and
coal would be allotted only
if the project is executed by
a Central government enti-
ty or a State utility, or un-
der a joint venture of such
entities.

Revised policy
Meanwhile, the Union go-
vernment approved a re-
vised Shakti Policy 2025
for coal allocation in May.
As per the methodolo-
gies for allocation and ear-
marking of coal linkages
under the revised policy,
coal linkages may be ear-
marked to State govern-
ments looking to imple-
ment and procure power
projects through tariff-
based competitive bidding.
Meanwhile, the Union
Ministry of Power has re-
quested the Standing Lin-
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kage Committee (Long-
Term) for Power Sector to
consider the request of the
Tamil Nadu government to
earmark long-term coal lin-
kage to TNPGCL under the
revised policy for conduct-
ing tariff-based competi-
tive bidding to develop and
procure 660 MW of power
from the Ennore Thermal
Power Station expansion
project.

TNPGCL has also sought
cancellation of the long-
term coal linkage allocated
to the project under provi-
sions that were applicable
only to Central/State gen-
eration companies, as per
the agenda for the meeting
of the Standing Linkage
Committee  (Long-Term)
for Power Sector. A senior
TNPGCL official said the
utility was working with
Tamil Nadu Infrastructure
Development Board on ex-
ecuting the project.



TN green energy corpn to set up 500 EV charging stations

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN@ Chennai

IN a big push to promote elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) and reduce
pollution in the state, the Tamil
Nadu Green Energy Corpora-
tion Limited (TN GECL) will set
up 500 EV charging stations
across TN.

TNGECL hadrecently signed
amemorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the Institute for
Transportation and Develop-
ment Policy (ITDP) for techni-
cal support. This is seen as a
major stepin TN's efforts to re-
duce carbon emissions in the
transport sector.

Aspart of this collaboration,
a team of officials from TNGE-
CLandITDP visited New Delhi
last week to study the national
capital’s EV model. The visit
focused on learning about poli-
cies, infrastructure, and strate-
gies used to encourage EVs in
Delhi.

“Due to increasing pollution
caused by rising population
and rapid urbanisation, Delhi
had no choice but to move to-
wards EVs. They have taken
big steps to build EV infra-
structure,” a senior TNGECL

NEW CHARGING STATIONS IN CHENNAI

= Chennai corpn playground &
Somasundaram park in ward 133

- Teynampet Semmozhi Poonga

—

official told TNIE. Currently,
Delhi has 2,500 electric buses
and it plans to add 13,000 more
by 2030. Almost 50% of its bus
depots are already equipped
with EV charging facilities,
and work is under way at the
remaining depots. The city has
also introduced battery swap-

Marina Beach park
- Mylapore Nageswara Rao Park
Bougainvillea Park

ping systems for two and
three-wheelers.
“EV owners can sim-
ply go to a station and
exchange their bat-
teries instead of wait-
ing to charge. In fact, ve-
hicle users do not own the
batteries - they just use them

CALL TO REMOVE FIXED CHARGES

K P Karthikeyan, founder-CEO of

Zeon Electric Private Ltd, urged
™ dtn reduteﬂeletdtr:::im ta:fi:fs
: and remove fixed charges for EV
-~ Besant Nagar Ashtalakshmi charging stations. He said, “InNew
temple parking Delhi, the electricity charge for
-~ Besant Nagar beach parking EV thf:rging stationsis T&.St:jper
Mogappair Mangal Eri park unit for Low Tension (LT) and 34

for High Tension (HT) connections,
with no fixed charges. Kerala, UP,
and West Bengal also do not levy
high tharg*es. We are paying 3165
per kw as fixed charge for LT and
T304 for HT, in addition to 29.75
per unit as electricity thal%ﬁ

in TN, affecting viability of EV
charging businesses.”

facilities. The locations have
been identified, and a feasibil-
ity study is being carried out
with ITDP’s help.”

He added, “According to the
Ministry of Power’s guidelines,
charging stations should be
available every 25 km along
highways. So in the first phase,

and swap,” the official we plan to setup 20 charging
explained. stations along the Chennai-
TNGECL Managing Director; Coimbatore and Chennai-Kan-

Dr Aneesh Sekhar, told TNIE,
“We are planning to set up 19
EV charging stations in Chen-
nai, including 10 with swapping

nivakumari highways.”

As part of this, TNGECL is
planning to create full-fledged
EV hubs with public-friendly

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 July 2025, p.4

Deadline for submitting bids for TN’s
smart meter project extended to Aug

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu Power Distri-
bution Corporation Limited
(TNPDCL) has postponed, for
the ninth time, the last date for
submitting bids for the tenders
it floated in mid-March for the
key smart meters rollout
project to August first week.

Officials said that the present
extension was mainly due to
objections raised by a section
of bidders regarding a Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) related
clause. The previous extension
mentioned the last date for bid
submission as July 30 and
opening date as July 31. These
have now been respectively ex-
tended to August 4 and 5.

A senior TNPDCL official
told TNIE that the as per exist-
ing FDI rules, non-resident en-
tities from countries sharing a
land border with India, like
China and Pakistan, can par-
ticipate only with prior approv-
al from the union
government.

Originally, the bids were scheduled to
open on April 17 | express

However, the TNPDCL board
initially introduced a special
norm in the bidding document
requirements (BQR) after get-
ting approval from the Rural
Electrification Corporation to
this condition of prior approv-
al from the centre.

Since some of the bidders
raised objections to this, the
TNPDCL decided to cancel this
special norm and adopted the

norms in the standard bidding
document furnished by the
Ministry of Power for the
smart meter project under the
Revamped Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS), the official
added.

Under the RDSS, a total of
three crore smart meters are to
be installed in Tamil Nadu. Al-
though the Ministry of Power
had initially set March 2026 as
the deadline for completing
this, the union gover nment has
extended the deadline to March
2028 since many states have not
made adequate progress. Asa
result, the full completion of
smart meter installation in
Tamil Nadu is also expected to
take two more vears to com-
plete, another official said.

Originally, the bids were
scheduled to be opened on April
17 with officials ambitiously
planning to finish the tender
process by May: Since then, the
bid opening date got pushed to
May 7, May 23, May 30, June 10,
June 20, June 27, July 18, July
31, and now August 5.
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facilities. Aneesh Sekhar said,
“We plan to include waiting
halls, restaurants, drinking wa-
ter, toilet facilities, and large
parking spaces at these charg-
ing stations. A feasibility study
is being conducted at all 20 loca-
tions with the support of ITDE
Once that is completed, TNGE-
CL will start the installation
work.”

Talking about the present EV
infrastructure in TN, he added,
“Presently, the state hasaround
1,300 EV charging stations. We
are working on developing a
digital map that shows the loca-
tions of all these stations. This
will help EV users easily locate
nearby charging points.”

To encourage private partici-
pation in the EV sector, TNGE-
CL is alsodeveloping a dedicat-
ed online platform to connect
landowners and potential ten-
ants interested in setting up EV
charging stations. “This web-
site will act as a bridge between
landowners and tenants. Both
parties can register their inter-
ests, and it will make the proc-
essof identifying suitable loca-
tions much smoother,” Aneesh
Sekhar said.

Source: The New Indian Express,
29 July 2025, p.4



3264 cr plan afoot to restore fire-hit
units at Thoothukudi thermal plant

INNUMBERS @

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennai

TAMIL NADU Power Genera-
tion Corporation Limited (TNPG-
CL) has given its approval to
spend 264 crore to restore the
decades-old Units I and 11 of
Thoothukudi Thermal Power
Station which are remaining
shut since March 15 following a
fire accident.

As per an internal note, ac-
cessed by TNIE, the TNPGCL
board has granted administra-
tive approval to revamp the two
units.

Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
chairman-cum-MD J Rad-
hakrishnan told TNIE tenders
have already been floated to se-
lect contractors. “We are plan-
ning to complete the restoration
work at the earliest,” he said.

On the rationale behind invest-
ing ¥264 crore on the two units
that are over 40 years old, he said
though the units are old, their
performance hasremained good
until the fire accident. He point-
ed out while the fire badly dam-
aged the control systems and ca-
ble linings, other equipment
suffered only minor damages.

yop PUNTLOD  GENERATION % OF TOTAL Tenders have
PACTOR (%)  (MMU)  THERMALGENERATION ;ﬂmt::m I
0a 5
2020-11 | 6493 4324 266 ity
00-22 | 8495 49626 13 maaah:;:ﬁto
Uil-2l | 3 | AIBLE aiats e
021-3 | 6216 57170 152 bt
20324 [ 031 | 64851 154 at the earliest
202425 | 1206 79003 343 JRadhakrishnan,
*Commissioning of five units in TTPS - 1979, 1980, ?N"E";W‘f"mm

1962.1991. and 1992

He said it is wiser to revive
these existing ones instead of
planning a new thermal plant
which would be exponentially
expensive, costing around 7,000
to 8,000 crore.

However, Bharativa Electricity
Engineers Association state gen-
eral secretary E Natarajanraised
concernsover the investment on
the two units, commissioned in
1979 and 1980, and are already far
beyond the lifespan of 25 to 30
years. Hestressed on the need for
TNPGCL to make public the
damageassessmentreports done
after the fire incident.

Source: The New Indian Express, 5 July 2025, p.4

5 Nagalsamy, former member
of the Tamil Nadu Electricity
Regulatory Commission, said
spending a large amount on re-
storing old power units is accept-
able only if the plant is in good
condition. “The age of a thermal
plant is not always important. If
the plant is producing electricity
efficiently, then its lifespan does
not matter,” Nagalsamy saicd.

Theproposal includes replace-
ment of unit control boards, high
and low tension switchgears, civ-
il structures, air-conditioning,
ventilation systems, CCTV sur-
veillance, and cable linings.

Second masterplan for Kovai calls for
planned infra, sustainable land use

Subburaj.A@timesofindia.com

Coimbatore: From develop-
ing IT corridors to transport
corridors to boosting indus-
trial growth, the second mas-
terplan for Coimbatore,

Chennai-Coimbatore, Coimbatore-Hosur and
Coimbatore-Karaikal are the transport corridors
proposed in the masterplan

has proposed free-to-use park-
inglots for electric vehicles in
busy areas such as RS Puram,
Race Course, Ganapathy and
Gandhipuram, while allocat-

which chief minister M K Sta-

ing 20% of the space at the
multi-level parking lots for

lin unveiled on Friday, has ev-
erything that it takes the dis-
trict to play a significant role
in helping Tamil Nadu be-
come a $1 trillion economy by
2030.

The masterplan proposes
to develop the electronics
manufacturing sector in the
district, withland banks of 50-
100 acres earmarked for secto-
ral clusters. As per the state,
Coimbatore is among the five
additional districts shortlist-
edfordevelopmentof theelec-
tronics manufacturing sector.

It (masterplan) states that
Coimbatore is one of 10 cities

identified for development of
IT corridors and global capa-
bility centres, further en-
hancing its role in tech-en-
abled service industries.
Meanwhile, Chennai-
Coimbatore, Coimbatore-Ho-
sur and Coimbatore-Karaikal
are the transport corridors
proposed in the masterplan.
The masterplan for the
20252041  period  covers
1531.57sqgkm, comprising ur-
ban, peri-urban and city cor-
poration areas. “The popula-
tion inthis area is projected to
increase to 58.25 lakh by 2041
from 15.88 lakh in 1991. Hence,

Source: The Times of India, 5 July 2025, p 6

there is a need for planned in-
frastructure and sustainable
land use,” the officialsaid.

The plan also proposes
comprehensive traffic man-
agement strategies to opti-
mize road space, reduce con-
gestion and improve the user
experience. It says that area-
level parking management
plans have to be prepared and
implemented at several areas.
Multilevel parking structures
areproposed in busy commer-
cialareas.

The masterplan also aims
to create an ecosystem condu-
cive for electric vehicles. It

electric vehicles. The master-
plan also calls for creation of
charging facilities for electric
vehicles at the parking lots of
commercial buildings and
major workspaces by 2030.

The area covered under
the masterplan is expected to
witness a substantial in-
crease in demand for health-
care infrastructure by 2041
Hence, the state govt has pro-
posed 98 additional primary-
level health centres and two
new taluk hospitals - one in
Coimbatore North and other
in Coimbatore South — in the
area.
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62km of safer, wider footpaths for city

Will Allow
Wheelchair,
2-Way Access

Ramyasre.N
@timesofindia.com

Chennai:Inasteptowardma-
king Chennai pedestrian-fri-
endly, Chennai Unified Metro-
politan Transport Authority
has identified a 62-km net-
work across seven clusters for
footpath widening and upgra-
des under its 25-year Compre-
hensive Mobility Plan. The
clusters include Nandambak-
kam, Ambattur, Choolaime-
du, Ashok Nagar, Arumbak-
kam, Vyasarpadi, and Villi-
vakkam — with 15km each
earmarked in Ashok Nagar
and Vyasarpadi.
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Cumta plans footpaths up to 2.5m wide,

integrating canopies
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BVyasarpadl A High accident
7 Villivakkam zones

The clusters were selected
based on three criteria: proxi-
mity to schools and hospitals,
access to public transport
such as buses, metro and sub-
urban trains, and high pedest-
rian accident rates. The objec-
tive is to enhance safety and
ensure uninterrupted walka-
bility across dense urban

Source: The Times of India, 2 July 2025, p 4

pockets. Currently, most foot-
paths in these areas are just
1.2m wide and poorly maintai-
ned. The new designs will wi-
den them to 1.8m, allowing
two-way pedestrian move-
ment and wheelchair access.
For future arterial road up-
grades, such as along GST Ro-
ad, Cumta plans footpaths up

to 2.5m wide, integrating ca-
nopies.

Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion has completed prelimina-
ryestimatesfor17kmof theto-
tal 62km. These plans include
provisions for hand railings,
granite pavements, and cut
stone Kerbs, said Thirumuru-
gan N, superintending engi-

neer (bus route roads). Surve-
ys of 23 roads across nine zo-
nes have been completed, and
spot verification will begin so-
on, taking monsoon condi-
tions into account.

Regarding encroach-
ments, GCC chief engineer
(general) Rajeswari said most
obstructions were temporary
and could be cleared easily.
Street vendors will be reloca-
ted to officially designated
vending zones under Tamil
Nadu Street Vendors (Protec-
tionof Livelihood and Regula-
tion of Street Vending) Act,
2014, she added.

Tosafeguard theupgraded
infrastructure and prevent
encroachments, Cumta has
proposed forming an opera-
tions and maintenance com-
mittee to monitor and ensure
the long-term integrity of fo-
otpaths. The 62-km upgrade is
set to be done by next year.

E-buses packed with features to ensure
safety and passenger comfort hit the road

In addition to ramps for easy boarding, the buses have seats earmarked for senior citizens and persons with disabilities; each seat has its own

seat belt and mobile device charging port; the vehicles also have digital display boards and announcement systems along with GPS technology

STORIES FROM
THE ROAD

R. Srikanth
CHENNAI

he  Metropolitan
T Transport Corpora-
tion (MTC) had re-

cently upgraded its fleet by
inducting 600 low-floor
diesel buses to make tra-
velling easier for senior ci-
tizens and persons with
disabilities. Now, all eyes
are on the 120 low-floor
electric buses (e-buses),
which were inducted into
the fleet last month.

With this, the MTC has
aimed to modernise its
fleet while being environ-
mentally conscious, and
keep passenger comfort
and safety at the heart of
its operations. This is its
first fleet of zero-pollution
buses in the city, even as it

is in the process of expand-
ing the e-bus fleet. These
are being operated by
Switch Mobility, a subsidi-
ary of Ashok Leyland, un-
der a gross cost contract
model.

The MTC is set to create
new benchmarks in pas-
senger amenities, offering
several safety and security
features in the e-buses.
Giving a tour of the facili-
ties for e-bus operation
and maintenance at the
newly built Vyasarpadi De-
pot, a senior MTC official
said the 12-metre-long low-
floor e-buses have ramps,
along with separate seats
for senior citizens and per-
sons with disabilities.

Each of the 39 seats
comes with its own seat
belt and has a dedicated
charging port for mobile
devices underneath.

The MTC has made it
mandatory for e-buses to

Source: The Hindu, 5 July 2025, p.2

For better vigil: The MTC has made it mandatory for e-buses to
have four CCTV cameras at the factory stage. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

have four closed-circuit te-
levision (CCTV) cameras at
the factory stage itself,
along with 13 emergency
switches. The e-buses with
digital display boards and
announcement  systems
will provide details such as
the next destination and
the route being taken,
thanks to being linked to

the global positioning sys-
tem machine installed in
them.

The MTC official said
the Vyasarpadi Depot,
which is meant for non-air-
conditioned e-buses, has a
total of 32 charging units.
Each vehicle can be fully
charged within two hours,
and for each full charge,
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they can be operated up to
200 km.

Three circular routes

At present, the MTC has
announced 11 bus routes
for the 120 e-buses. Of
these, circular routes are
being operated from KKD
Nagar (route nos. 2B, C33,
C64). The remaining
routes are Broadway to Ki-
lambakkam (18A); Vallalar
Nagar to Poonamallee (37),
Red Hills (57), and Periya-
palayam (57X); MKB Nagar
to Koyambedu (46G) and
Kilambakkam (170TX); Pe-
rambur to Manali (164E);
and Thiru. Vi. Ka. Nagar to
Guindy Industrial Estate
(170C).

While welcoming the
move to include accessibil-
ity features in the e-buses,
persons with disabilities
have raised some con-
cerns. Vaishnavi Jayaku-
mar, an office-bearer of the

Disability Rights Alliance
(DRA), said the wheelchair
space in low-floor diesel
buses was better as it ac-
commodated more types
of wheeled mobility devic-
es, and has a better grab
bar. The doors not moving
when someone is using the
rails to board the vehicle is
a definite improvement,
making it easier for senior
citizens.

T. Sheikh Mohideen of
Thoraipakkam said air-
conditioned e-buses
should be introduced on
the Rajiv Gandhi Salai
route as well.

The MTC official said
work to set up a bus depot
exclusively for e-buses was
under way in Perumbak-
kam, and after the facility
was completed, in about a
month’s time, e-buses
would be run on the infor-
mation technology corri-
dor too.



In a first for T.N., Chennai
gets 120 low-floor e-buses

Each bus can travel up to 200 km on a single full charge. They are wheelchair accessible, with a

ramp and secure anchorage points, and have CCTV cameras and mobile phone charging points

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

or the first time in
F Tamil Nadu, low-

floor electric buses
were introduced for public
use on Monday.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin flagged off 120 such veh-
icles — part of the Metro-
politan Transport
Corporation (MTC) fleet —
at the Vyasarpadi depot in
Chennai. Each bus can tra-
vel up to 200 km on a sin-
gle full charge, and has 39
seats with seat belts, CCTV
cameras, and LED displays
to provide real-time infor-
mation on bus stops.

The Chief Minister also
inaugurated the MTC’s up-
graded electric bus depot
at Vyasarpadi. The up-
grade was carried out at a
cost of T47.50 crore. The
120 e-buses are worth
%207.90 crore.

Transport Minister S.S.
Sivasankar and Minister for
the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments
P.K. Sekarbabu were pre-
sent at the event.

The project was imple-
mented under the Chennai
City Partnership: Sustaina-
ble Urban Services Pro-
gramme, with the support
of the World Bank and
Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Transport) K. Phanin-
dra Reddy said that to cut
environmental pollution in

.

L\

Going green: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin flagged off
120 low-floor electric buses, worth 3207.90 crore, at the MTC’s
Vyasarpadi depot in Chennai on Monday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

the city, the MTC would
roll out 625 low-floor elec-
tric buses, in the first
phase, at a cost of 3697
crore. On an average, each
bus that runs on diesel
emits 755 grams of carbon
dioxide (CO2) for a kilo-
metre.

Electric buses will help
reduce CO:z emissions and
improve air quality to a
large extent, he said at the
event. He said measures
were being taken to oper-
ate these buses from de-
pots at Vyasarpadi, Perum-
bakkam, Poonamallee,
Central and Tondiarpet 1.
The work on establishing
infrastructure, including
charging stations, has been
taken up at these depots.
In the first phase, the in-
frastructure required to
maintain and operate 120
buses was taken up at the

Vyasarpadi depot. He said
the buses were wheelchair
accessible, with a ramp
and secure anchorage
points. They were
equipped with mobile
phone charging points and
emergency alarms.
Officials said this fleet of
non-AC buses would have
the fare of the MTC’s De-
luxe buses. “We have en-
sured that ordinary servic-
es are not reduced. This is
an augmentation of our
fleet, and not replacement.
These are additional ser-
vices,” MTC Managing Di-
rector T. Prabhushankar
said. The 120 buses will be
operated on 11 routes.
They are 20 buses from
Broadway to the Kalaignar
Centenary Bus Terminus
(KCBT)-Kilambakkam
(18A); 20 buses from Maha-
kavi Bharathiyar Nagar to

Source: The Hindu, 1 July 2025, p.12

the KCBT (170TX); 10 buses
from Vallalar Nagar to Poo-
namallee (37); 10 buses
from Mahakavi Bharathi-
yar Nagar to Koyambedu
(46G); and 10 buses from
Perambur to Manali (164E).
The other routes include
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar to the
Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Es-
tate, Guindy. The Perum-
bakkam depot will become
operational next month,
followed by the other
depots.

“By February 2026, all
625 buses and five depots
will be operational. Of the
625 buses, 225 will be air-
conditioned buses,” Mr.
Prabhushankar said. He
added that when the Pe-
rumbakkam depot became
operational, electric buses
catering to areas in and
around the Old Mahabalip-
uram Road would be
introduced.

‘Women crew members
Among the crew of these
120 electric buses are 20
women: three drivers and
17 conductors. On Monday,
as the Chief Minister
flagged off the vehicles, the
20 women joined the crew.

Officials said that under
the scheme, which was be-
ing implemented through
a gross cost contract mo-
del, the concessionaire
was appointing the bus
drivers, while the conduc-
tors were recruited by the
MTC on an outsourced
basis.

Two G.Os issued
for road projects
worth 7430 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Chennai

THE rural development depart-
ment has issued a government
order (G.0.) for the construc-
tion of 100 high-level bridges
across the ste with an esti-
mated cost of ¥505.56 crore.
Meanwhile, the state high-
rs department too has re-
leased a G.O. allocating 26,929
crore for the development of
3,268.53 km of highways under
various schemes.

Both the orders were issued
a few days ago.

According to the GO, com
missioner of rural develop-
ment and panchayat raj had
proposed construction of 321
high-level bridges throughout
the state, Out of these, 100
bridges were selected following
field verification and were pri-
oritised based on requests re-
ceived through the ‘Ungal
Thoguthiyil Muthalvar® initia-
tive, long-pending demands,
and the potential to meet local
needs by reducing travel dis-
tance between habitations and
growth centres.

The government has ap-
proved the proposal to con-
struct these 100 bridges at a
cost of T 506,66 crore.

Similarly, of the ¥56,929 crore
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100 high-level
bridges planned
The rural development
department has issued an
order for the construction of
100 high-level bridges across
the state, with an estimated
cost of 505.56 crore

allocated for the state highways
department, 2,091.65 crore has
been earmarked for widening
1,378.36 km of roads under 619
projects, Additionally, X 1,646.5
crore has been allocated for
converting 253.46 km of two-
lane roads into four-lane roads
across 40 projects under Chief
Minister Road Development
Programme (CMRDP). The gov-
ernment has also sanctioned
2978 crore for the development
of 19 bypass roads covering a
total length of 97.31 km,

The remaining funds will be
used for strengthening existing
two-lane and four-lane roads,
developing industrial roads,
implementing road safety
measures, and other district-
level infrastructure works.,
This also includes the construe-
tion of bridges, river bridges,
and related development
projects, revealed the G.O,

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 July 2025, p.4



We'll need 217 acres
of TN land to expand
Pondy airport: Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Puduchery

THE Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAT) has prepared a com-
prehensive master plan for the
expansion of Puducherry Air-
port, paving the way for the op-
eration of larger aircraft, in-
cluding the Airbus A-320, Union
Minister for Civil Aviation,
Rammohan Naidu, said in re-
ply to a guestion raised by Pu-
ducherry Lok Sabha member V
Vaithilingam. The plan in-
cludes extending the runway to
2,300 metres in length and 45
metres in width to handle larg-
er flights, he said.

As per the proposal, a total of
402 acres of additional land will
be required for the expansion.
Of this, 217 acres fall under the
jurisdiction of Tamil Nadu,
while the remaining 185 acres
are located within Puducherry.
The Master Plan has already
been shared with the Govern-
mentof Puducherry for further
implementation.

The runway alignment is be-
ing altered by a rotation of

around 20 degrees in the master
plan. This would facilitate the
expansion of the present run-
way 1500 x 30 metres (which is
capable of handling smaller
aircrafts only)to geta total run-
way of 2,300x45 metres (suitable
for operations of Airbus 321
and similar type of aircrafts).
The reorientation would not re-
guire huge earth filling as re-
quired in the previous master
plan and would save cost and
prevent environmental issues,
government sources said.

Currently, Puducherry Air-
port offers flight services to
only two destinations—Hydera-
bad and Bangalore. Following
the repeal of the Air Corpora-
tion Act in March 1994, airlines
now enjoy full freedom to ex-
pand operations, said the min-
ister; answering another ques-
tion on whether flights would
be operated from Puducherry
to Kochi and Shirdi.

AAl is in the process of en-
gaging a consultant for prepar-
ing aland plan schedule, which
will be shared with the centre
and UT for land acquisition.

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 July 2025, p.5

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE union cabinet on Tuesday
approved the four-laning of a
46.7-km stretch of the two-lane
national highway between Par-
amakudi and Ramanath-
apuram. The project will be ex-
ecuted under the Hybrid
Annuity Model (HAM) at an es-
timated cost of 1,853 crore.

The move follows the suc-
cessful completion of the 75-km
Madurai-Paramakudi stretch,
which has already been wid-
ened to four lane. The centre’s
decision assumes significance
as land acquisition is under
way for a proposed greenfield
airport in Ramanathapuram/
Rameswaram region. Addition-
ally, the union government is
considering upgrading the cur-
rently unserved airstrip at
Chettinad into a functional
airport.

The four-laning project is ex-
pected to significantly improve
road connectivity to Ramanath-
apuram, a key junction that
serves as a gateway to Ram-

State government identifies 5
sites for Rameswaram airport

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

In a significant develop-
ment, the State govern-
ment is looking to finalise a
site to establish the Rames-
waram airport in Rama-
nathapuram district, with
five sites being identified
s0 far.

This comes four months
after Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu an-
nounced that an airport
would be set up in the
area, with the aim of im-
proving infrastructure and
boosting tourism in the
economically  backward
parts of south Tamil Nadu.

These five sites will soon
be narrowed down to
three, and the Airports
Authority of India is likely
to prepare a pre-feasibility
report, weighing the pros
and cons of each site.
Based on this report, the
government may single out
a site by next year.

“Nearly 700 acres will
be required for establish-
ing the Rameswaram air-
port. We are thinking of an
airport with one runway,
and capable of handling
Code C aircraft,” a source
said.

Once the feasibility re-
port is ready, an Obstacle
Limitation Surfaces survey
will be carried out to in-
spect the height of the sur-
rounding buildings and to
check the viability of flight
operations in the proposed
sites.

Rameswaram witnesses
a flurry of tourists round
the year, not only from the
State, but also from north
India, said S.P. Rajendran,
chairman, Travel Agents
Association of India, South
Tamil Nadu Chapter. Most
of them take a flight to
Madurai, followed by a
three-hour drive to reach
Rameswaram.

“Thousands of people
visit the Ramanathaswamy

Source: The Hindu, 22 July 2025, p.6

Union govt approves four-laning
of Paramakudi-Ramnad NH stretch

71,853-crore project to improve connectivity, decongest highways leading to Madurai, Tiruchy

East Coast Road, Madurai-Par-

® Nagapattinam

ROAD CONNECTIVITY TO
RAMANATHAPURAM
w— Madurai-
Paramakudi -
Ramanathapuram
Melur }f:}a [Ej km) -
: i
Madurai o \' Sivaehngd ﬂpllplm vzfi projec

®
Paramakudi \ ® Mamanathapuram

Thoothukudi

eswaram, Pamban, and Dha-
nushkodi. In parallel, the Na-
tional Highways Authority of
India (NHATI) has also begun
preparing a detailed project re-
port for the fourdaning of the
335-km Nagapattinam-
Thoothukudi East Coast Road
viaRamanathapuram. Land ac-

Source: The New Indian Express, 2 July 2025, p.2

wses Nagapattinam -
Thoothukudi (via
Ramanathapuram)
ECR (332 km) - four
lane widening
project DPR under
preparation by NHAI
s Melur - Sivaganga -
Elayankudi - Nainarkoil
- Ramanathapuram SH 34 (33
km) - state highways carrying
out four lane works

guisition for itis in progress. In
addition, the 33-km Melur-Ra-
manathapuram State Highway
34 is being widened into a four-
lane corridor by the state high-
ways department.
Ramanathapuram will soon
have improved connectivity
from all directions - via the

amakudi NH, and Melur SH,
said official sources."In the
coming vears, Ramanath-
apuram will be well-connected
from all sides. This will reduce
the travel time to Rameswar-
am, which is just 22 km away,”
an official noted.

The project is also expected
to decongest the Madurai-Ram-
anathapuram stretch, improve
road safety, and support the
growing mobility needs of
towns like Paramakudi,
Sathirakudi, Achundanvayal,
and Ramanathapuram. It will
also help decongest highways
leading towards Madurai and
Tiruchy. At present, the Para-
makudi-Ramanathapuram sec-
tion handles a daily traffic vol-
ume of around 12,700 Passenger
Car Units (PCUs) and connects
to five national highways and
three state highways.

An official statement said the
project would generate 8.4 lakh
person-days of direct employ-
ment and 10.45 lakh person-
days of indirect employment.

TENVol. 11 Issue 7 | July 2025 | Page 28

temple as well as Dhanush-
kodi. There are many who
first head to Varanasi, and
then come to Rameshwa-
ram to complete their spir-
itual journey. Foreign tou-
rists will particularly
benefit from the expansion
of air connectivity to Ra-
meswaram,” he added.

Mohammed Afzal,
chair, tourism committee,
The Southern India Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry and managing di-
rector, Parveen Travels,
says once the airport is es-
tablished, there will be an
influx of tourists, and this
will give a much-needed
boost to the local economy
of the region.

“The business commun-
ity will be keen to explore
the opportunities present-
ed by an airport in the vi-
cinity, and this could at-
tract a lot of investments in
the long run. Both direct
and indirect job opportun-
ities will arise,” he added.



T'N's one-stop portal
for recruiters to scout
talent for free in offing

R.Saivenkatesh
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Recruiters from
corporate firms can scout
talent from a diverse govt-
created database free of
cost. Emulating portals
such as LinkedIn and Nauk-
ri, the Tamil Nadu govt is ai-
ming to bridge employers
and job-seekers through its
skill registry, developed un-
der its flagship Naan Mud-
halvan scheme.

Naan Mudhalvan
CEO said the
back-end work to
develop the
dashboard/login
for recruiters is
underway. Steps
are on to get it out
by Aug-end

Details of certified skil-
led candidates, trained un-
der the scheme in various
courses, who are looking for
jobs have been collated into
aone-stopregistry.

“Recruiters will be given
aseparate login, and a dash-
board access. Through the
portal, they would be able to
getnames of the candidates,
the coursethey were trained
in, the skills they possess,

the college they studied in,
and their specialisation
along with their phone num-
bers and email ID. They can
filter the list further and
send out invites for an inter-
view,” said Naan Mudhalv-
an CEO M Jayaprakasan.

From the existing skill
registry, the recruiters co-
uld get only the total num-
ber of candidates trained
and placed, those who opted
for higher education or com-
petitive exams, and those
who are looking for jobs, not
their names and contact de-
tails. The datacanbefiltered
by district, college, gender,
year of passing, college cate-
gory, branch, certified skill,
industry, or training part-
ner.

“The back-end work to
develop the new dashboard/
loginforrecruitersisunder-
way. We will try to get it out
by Aug-end. The goalistoset
a model for other states to
follow...,” hesaid.

Other features under de-
velopment includereal-time
updates to reflect new trai-
nees and skill enhance-
ments, an Al-powered mat-
ching mechanism to provi-
de smart recommendations
on the basis of job descrip-
tions, and a direct contact fe-
ature enabling chat, email,
or a call functionality.

Source: The Times of India, 9 July 2025, p 3
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TN’s ‘Vetri Nichayam’ scheme to help
unemployed youth get a shot at jobs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai laboration with top training
institutes and companies to
DURING the third anniversary  help them get jobs.

celebrations of the Naan Mud- Under the initiative, skill
halvan scheme on Tuesday, training will be offered across
Chief Minister MK Stalin 38 industrial sectors
launched a new initia- ¢, through 165 courses, de-
tive, the Vetri Nichayam J livered via over 500
(sure success) scheme, § 4 training institutes. A
aimed at providing free 7 dedicated mobile appli-

training costs, special focus
will be provided to vouth from
socially and economically-
backward communities, includ-
ing disabled persons, tribals,
Sri Lankan Tamils, those from
fisher community, minorities,
yvouth from Tamil Nadu Urban
Habitat Development Board
tenements and sanitary

short-term skill train- 0
ing for unemploved vouth

aged 18 to 35. The state gov-
ernment has allocated 3100

targets training 75,000 yvoung-
sters in the coming year in col-

3 lakh placed in
top companies
through Naan
Mudhalvan: CM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

INDUSTRY partners for the
scheme include ZF Rane TVS
Supply Chain, MRF, Saint
Gobain, TI Murugappa Groups,
Brakes India, Tech Mahindra
Foundation, Tata Electronics,
LG, Ashok Leyland, Apollo, Am-
azon Web Services and Tally.
The scheme includes foreign
language training, including
German, for international em-
ployment opportunities.

The CM had launched the
Naan Mudhalvan scheme on
March 1, 2022, which trained 1.3
million students in its first vear.
Speaking at the event, Stalin
said that 41 lakh students have

information on training pro-
crore for the first phase, which grammes and employment
opportunities.

Apart from covering all the

cation, Skill Wallet, has
been launched for the
scheme to help vouth access

benefitted through the pro-
eramme. The scheme has also
helped more than three lakh
youth to get placed in compa-
nies, including Infosys,
HCLTech, LTI Mindtree, Valeo
RDC Concrete, Tech Mahindra,
ADF, Embed UR, HL Mando,
FastenX, Adroit Tech and Stel-
lantis, said a press release.

Initially launched in engineer-
ing colleges, Naan Mudhalvan
was expanded to arts, science
colleges, polytechnics and in-
dustrial training institutes.
Training was provided to youth
to help them upskill through
leading private companies. The
SCOUT component provides
professional training opportuni-
ties in the UK, Japan and South
Korea.

He also distributed appoint-
ment orders to scheme gradu-
ates who secured employment.

The CMalso launched the reg-
istration for the TN Skills Com-
petitions 2025 through which
participants to the WorldSkills
Shanghai 2026 will be selected.
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workers.
Youngsters, whose families
are already covered under vari-
ous other government schemes,
will also be identified and en-
listed for the training session
under Vetri Nichayam.

Source: The New Indian Express,

2 July 2025, p.1 and 7



ESIC opens services for PMJAY beneficiaries

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation in KK
Nagar, previously reserved
for ESIbeneficiaries, hasnow
opened its services to all peo-
pleregistered under Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY) scheme, Union mi-
nister of state . Murugan sa-
id on Monday.

Until now, the social secu-
rity organization provided
critical healthcare services,
including hospital admis-
sions without expenditure 1i-
mits, outpatient services,
sickness allowances, and ma-
ternity benefits, to organi-
zed-sector workers. ESIC in
KK Nagar will now offer ser-
vices for people with the
PMJAY insurance in Tamil
Nadu. As Tamil Nadu chief
minister’s health insurance

FIT BIT: Union minister of state L Murugan at a screening amp

scheme has been dovetailed
with the PMJAY scheme, ne-
arly 1.3 lakh families will ha-
ve an additional facility for
treatment. The insurance
scheme provides cashless ho-

Source: The Times of India, 8 July 2025, p 3

Centre owes state
T464c¢r under rural
employment scheme

spitalization for specific ail-
ments or procedures for up to
Z51akh per family.

“More than 10,000 outpati-
ents are treated in this hospi-
tal every day,” Murugan said.

Omijasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Union govt owes
TN %464crore in dues under
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS),
Centre told Parliament. This
comes as fund allocation and
job generation saw a sharp
decline over the years.
Response to more than se-
ven starred questions from
MPs across states, including
TN MPs Thamizhachi
Thangapandian, TM Selva-
ganapathi, and Thangatha-
milselvan, came from mini-
sters in Union rural develop-
ment ministry. Union mini-
ster Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said dues comprising wage
and material costs were pen-
ding due to procedural requi-
rements, fund utilisation pa-
ce, and existing liabilities.
Centre, having issued new
standard operating procedu-
res, is pushing for Aadhaar-
linked DBT payments, and is
conducting regular reviews

toclear backlogs, he added.

The statement also revea-
led that TN’s allocation un-
der MGNREGS dropped from
%9,743crore in 2022-23 to
Z7,585¢crore in 2024-25. The
number of person-days gene-
rated fell from 3,346 lakh to
3,061 lakh, indicating fewer
work opportunities for rural
households.

Under the scheme, 100%
of wage and administration
expenditure is borne by
Union govt, whereas it bears
75% of material expenditure
and 25% is shared by the sta-
te. Union govt said about
72,884crore of wage dues to
TN was released in April this
year, and another 50% of ma-
terial component dues of
Z858crore in March.

Allocations under the
Centre’shousing scheme will
be based on previous usage,
pending houses, and current
targets. To a query on rural
roads, the ministry said 7,375
km of roads were relaid in
TN and more have been sanc-
tioned.

Source: The Times of India, 22 July 2025, p 5

“There are 1,000 beds for inpa-
tients. Fifty additional seats
have been created in postgra-
duate medical courses this
year,” Murugan said.

Twenty ESImedical colle-
ges were inaugurated in the
country over the past1lyears,
and the govt has ensured that
everyone gets quality medi-
cal treatment with insurance
coverage of up to ¥5 lakh un-
der the Ayushman Bharat
scheme. “The new hospital
will be inaugurated in Sripe-
rambudur soon,” he said.

Later, Murugan inaugura-
ted a screening camp, ‘Healt-
hy India, Prosperous India’,
inspected the medical in-
frastructure and medical tes-
ting equipment, and distribu-
ted assistive devices to about
100 people with disabilities
through the Prime Minister’s
Divyasha (Disabled) Centre.
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VinFast recruits 200 students trained
under T.Ns Naan Mudhalvan scheme

Shankari Nivethitha B.
THOOTHUKUDI

Vietnamese electric vehi-
cle manufacturer VinFast,
which has established its
manufacturing unit in
Thoothukudi, has recruit-
ed 200 polytechnic stu-
dents in the district. These
students were trained un-
der the Naan Mudhalvan
scheme’s targeted skill de-
velopment programme.

After the company
signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Ta-
mil Nadu government last
year, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin laid the foundation
for the VinFast Auto Limi-
ted’s electric car manufac-
turing unit. Spread across
408 acres in the SIPCOT In-
dustrial Complex at Silla-
nathan, the project is being
developed on an outlay of
£16,000 crore.

Two SUV models
The company plans to
make two electric premi-

Ny, 4

L

A milestone: Students attending VinFast’s recruitment drive. While
105 students are from the government polytechnic colleges, 95
students are from private colleges. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

um SUV models, VF7 and
VF6, with a planned an-
nual production capacity
of 1,50,000 vehicles. The
project is expected to gen-
erate more than 3,500 jobs
in the next five years.

As part of the recruit-
ment initiative, the compa-
ny has begun onboarding
200 polytechnic students,
a milestone for the compa-
ny in creating jobs for the
local talent.

Source: The Hindu, 14 July 2025, p.4

VinFast has its specific
eligibility criteria, requir-
ing candidates to be cur-
rent or recent graduates,
with no arrears.

In response, 344 stu-
dents from nine polytech-
nic colleges across the dis-
trict were trained. Two are
government colleges and
seven are private colleges.
The training ran from
March 17 to April 8 this
year, with sessions each
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day comprising lectures,

group discussions, and
mock tests.
The mock tests included

the consolidated question
paper of physics, chemis-
try, quantitative aptitude,
English, and current
affairs.

Collector K. Elambaha-
vath said, “On the day of
the recruitment drive, of
the 344 trained students,
304 appeared, and around
229 were shortlisted.
Based on other criteria,
200 individuals were re-
cruited for the company
and the onboarding pro-
cess has now begun.”

Of the selected candi-
dates, 105 students are
from the government poly-
technic colleges in Thooth-
ukudi and Ettayapuram
and 95 are from private
colleges.

The candidates are of
the disciplines of electrical
and electronics, mechani-
cal, automobile, and logis-
tics engineering,.



TN out-of-school
survey gearing up
for August 1start

Delayed start aims at identifying those aged
from 6 to 18 yrs who have not got admitted
in schools even after end of enrolment drive

SCHOOL ! -

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu School Education
Department (TNSED) has an-
nounced that this vear’s Qut-of-
School Children survey will be
conducted from August 1, tar-
geting children aged six to 18
who have either dropped out or
never enrolled in schoal.

Inpast vears, the survey was
tvpically conducted in May and
June, ahead of school reopen-
ing, to facilitate the timely re-
enrolment of children.

“This vear, we have decided
to conduct the survey in Au-
gust, after the enrolment drive
is completed, so that we can
identify children who are still
not attending school,” said a
senior official overseeing the
survey.

During this vear’s survey,
student details will be uploaded
through the TNSED Adminis-
trator School mobile app.

As per the circular issued for
the survey, students will be
classified into two main cate go-
ries — to be admitted and to be
verified. The first category will
include children who are vet to
be enrolled in schoal due to fac-
tors such as migration or fam-
ily circumstances, while the
second category will have de-
tails of children who have ei-

ther passed away or migrated
to another state or joined I'TIor
polytechnic courses.

For students who have en-
rolled in ITI or polyvtechnic
courses, their Education Man-
agement Information Svstem
IDs will be crossverified with
the Directorate of Technical
Education in September. The
department has also listed over
70 reasons for the school drop-
out, and grievances identified
during the survey will be for-
warded to the relevant depart-
ments for appropriate action.

Ahead of the survey, a pre-
paratory meeting will be held
under the leadership of the dis-
trict collector, involving other
key departments such as La-
bour, the Directorate of Indus-
trial Safety and Health (DISH),
Childline, Social Welfare, Rural
Development, Health, Welfare
of the Differently Abled, and
NGOs. Fallow-up meetings will
also be conducted at the block
and school levels, involving
School Management Commit-
tees, the circular stated.

“The department has a svys-
tem in place where teachers,
headmasters and Block Re-
source Teacher Educators
(BRTESs) are expected to track
potential dropouts, students
who have been absent for more
than 15 days. As per the circu-
lar issued for this vear’s survey,
the major reason for dropouts
is interstate or intrastate mi-
gration. In such cases, tracking
the child becomes impossible
for us. This is why it is essen-
tial to conduct the survey every
vear, as it ensures the involve-
ment of multiple departments
and helps cover vulnerable ar-
eas,” said a BRTE from Siva-
ganga district. He added that
the majority of the dropouts
are in Classes IX to XII in the
state.

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 July 2025, p.2
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TN unveils action to improve learning outcomes in schools
PERFORMANCE REPORT

R.Saivenkatesh@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Headmasters and teachers
of govt and aided schools will soon
need to change their teaching strate-
gies, with the govt releasing school
and student-wise results of the State-
level Achievement Survey (SLAS)
2025. Held under the guidance of the
state planning commission (SPC) for
students of Classes III, V, and VIII in
2025, school, student and district-wi-
se results have been shared with the
respective block, chief, and district
education officers.

According to the SPC findings,
students of govt and govt-aided scho-
ols in Chennai and its suburbs have
fared poorly in reading, comprehen-
sion, and mathematics compared to
the rest of the state. In a release, the
govt has asked authorities to ensure
that schools improve their perfor-

Classes

Papers assessed

Tamil, English Maths, EVS

v Tamil, English, Maths, EVS
vl Tamil, English, Maths, Science and Social Science
653  63.7

State
Average

66.5

mance. “CEOs and DEOs should con-
duct inspections three days a week
and hold meetings with the HMs. BE-
Os must visit schools under their ju-
risdiction four days a week,” the cir-

cularread.

“We drafted an action plan and
are looking to intensify efforts to tra-
in teachers in collaboration with dis-
trictinstitutes of industrial training.

M Chennai M Chengalpet

515 53 o84

@ 37.4

Kancheepuram M Tiruvallur

State
Average

60.25

57
42.6
Teachers will be encouraged to alter
their methods to help students con-
nect with the subject. Moreover, ef-

forts will be made to clamp down on
absenteeism in schools.” Chennai

43 State

Average

66.5

39.6

CEO A Pugalendhi told TOI.

Asked why Chennai’s average
was lessthanthestate’sin all subjects
surveyed for all the classes, Puga-
lendhiadded: “With the expansion of
the Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCQ), several other govt and aided
schools from outer areas were bro-
ught under our purview. It will take
some time to train the students and
make them fall in love with the sub-
jects” In some other districts, a mee-
ting will be held this week compri-
sing CEOs, BEOs, and HMs of low-
performing schools. “The role of eve-
ry individual authority will be dis-
cussed, and steps will be taken to
ensure they are implemented. Efforts
will be made to ensure the focus is on
each school and every low-perfor-
ming student...,” says Tamizhselvi,
DIET principal, Kancheepuram.

Source: The Times of India, 16 July

2025, p 4

Govt schools to review performance during SMC meet

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ thennai

THE Samagra Shiksha (Inte-
grated Education Department)
has directed all government
schools in Tamil Nadu to con-
duct the first School Manage-
ment Committee (SMC) meet-
ing of the academic vear on
July 25, Headmastersand teach-
ers have been instructed to re-
view their school’s perform-
ance in the State-Level
Achievement Survey (SLAS)
duringthe meeting and present

their respective block, district,
and state-level rankings. They
are also expected to discuss
strategies to improve stu-
dent learning outcomes.
Under the Targeted
Help for Improving Re-
mediation and Academ-
ic Nurturing (Thiran)
initiative, students who
are vet to achieve basic
learning outcomes have been
enrolled in special remedial
classes. SMC members must be
informed about these students
and monitor their progress. Af-

ter six months, the committee
can assess improvements in
their performance. The agenda
also includes updates on

the implementation of
Ennum Ezhuthum,
donations received
through Namma
School and Namma
Oor Palli initiatives,
inclusive education ef-
forts, measures to prevent
dropouts, awareness of Pocso
Act, and career guidance and
sports activities. According to
the school education depart-

ment, SMCs across the state
have passed 1.92,543 resolutions
since their reconstitution in
August 2024, These were cate-
gorised based on thelevel of ac-
tion required - school, district,
or state. Of these, 1,50,421 reso-
lutions {78%) have been acted
upon. To streamline the redres-
sal process, the department has
launched a dedicated applica-
tion to upload resolutions.
SMCs can now classify and sub-
mit them under six categories,
including emergency, welfare
schemes, and infrastructure.

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 July 2025, p.2

Monitoring officers appointed to oversee
~ schemes for students at govt schools

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The school educa-
tion department has appoin-
ted monitoring officers to en-
sure the effective implemen-
tation of activities aimed at
improving learning outco-
mes among students of govt
and aided schools in the state.

These director-level offi-
cials from the department
will now personally oversee
the implementation of sche-
mes and other activities be-
ing carried out at schools, an
official said. These officers
have been asked to visit scho-

ols in their districts assigned
to them at least once a week,
personally examine the stu-
dents’ learning and outcome
progress, and guide the tea-
chers. They have also been as-
ked to ensure that welfare
schemes such as ‘Illam Thedi
Kalvi’ and ‘Ennum Ezhut-
hum’ are being scrutinised
and implemented thoroughly
atthedistrictlevel.

A block education officer
(BEO) from Chennai said
such inspections are being
carried out regularly by BE-
Os and block resource tea-
chersevery week. “Theyhave

Source: The Times of India, 20 July

2025, p 4 ‘
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The officers have been
asked to visit schools at
least once a week,
personally examine
students’ learning and
outcome progress, and
guide the teachers

sults of the state-level achie-
vement survey, conducted by
the state planning commis-
sion, were released to chief
and district education offi-
cers. In its previous circular,
the department called upon
CEO/DEOs to conduct in-
spections at schools three da-
ysaweek and BEOs, four days

asked us to focus on low-per-
forming schools. We have to
wait and see if the number of
inspections we domust incre-
ase."

The move comesaweek af-
ter school and block-wise re-
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aweek. Authorities were also
instructed to ensure that eve-
ry school involved in the sur-
vey displayed its performan-
ceranking in the assessment
in the headmasters’ room so
that visiting parents and
others could see the scores.



Experts to give Al literacy
to teachers and students

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Generative artifi-
cial intelligence tools such as
ChatGPT, Gemini, Grok, and
DeepSeek ha-
ve become po-
pular among
young stu-
dents as they
answer any
question rai-
sed by them. However, ex-
perts warned that overrelian-
ce on generative Al tools will
affect the critical thinking of
students. They emphasised
the need to provide Al litera-
cy to teachers and students,
highlighting both its positi-
vesand limitations.

The Tamil Nadu State Co-
uncil for Higher Education
(TANSCHE) launched dialo-
gues on higher education on
Monday, with the inaugural

discussion focusing on the
“Impact of generative Al on
the future of education and
employment.”

"Most of our pedagogy is
tailored to one person being
the source of information. It
isno longer the case. We keep
talking about how things can
gowrong with AL Things can
gorightalso,amazingly,” said
professor B Ravindran, head
of thedepartment of datasci-
enceand AlatIIT Madras, du-
ring the panel discussion.

The Institute of Mathe-
matical Sciences (IMSc) di-
rector, V Ravindran, said,
“We need to train teachers to
effectively use Al to teach the
kids. Kids should be aware of
Al and its limitations. There
are challenges, but this is the
challenge we need to take up
and educate our teachers and
children.” “Demand for Al ta-

Source: The Times of India, 29 July 2025, p 4

lent will increase by 15% by
2027. In STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and
Mathematics), we need to te-
ach them humanities, ethics,
creativity, and imagination,”
said Gayathri Devi Jayan, In-
dia Chapter President of the
Applied Al Association.

Dhinakaran Vinayaga-
murthy, Lead at the Quantum
Innovation Centre, IBM Qu-
antum India, said, “Generati-
ve Al tools may reduce some
mundane jobs, and there will
be newer opportunities. The
need for specialists will in-
crease.”

Earlier, higher education
minister Govi Chezhiaan
launched the dialogues on
higher education. Higher
education secretary P Shan-
kar, and TANSCHE vice-cha-
irperson M P Vijayakumar,
spoke at the event.

Comprehensive child protection policy need of hour in schools, not patchwork of circulars

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@& Chennai

THE School Education Depart-
ment on Saturday issued a cir-
cular directing schools to ar-
range student seating in
semi-circles, a knee-jerk move
made without assessing practi-
cality or implications. The or-
der received widespread criti-
cism from several quarters,
including the ATADMEK. But
this isn’t an iselated incident.
The department has a pattern
of issuing orders and circulars
that often contradict, overlap or
prove unworkable, especially
on student safety.

Issued to prevent incidents
from caste-based violence to
sexual abuse, these orders have
been largely reactive, fragment-
ed and incident-driven, as the
state still lacks a comprehen-
sive child protection policy for
schools. Without a unified
framewaork, headmasters, teach-
ers and officials remain unclear
on existing policies and
implementation.

In the past three months
alone, the department has is-
sued several orders: one to take
disciplinary action against
Pocso offenders, another out-
lining guidelines to curb caste
discrimination and a third in-
troducing an SOP to protect
girls participating in sports. In
December, a separate order
mandated that external speak-
ers undergo prior vetting due
to backlash from a controver-
sial speech given by a motiva-
tional speaker at a government
school. The order also mandat-
ed the creation of a master list
of approved speakers at the
state and district levels, a task
that seems to remain
unfulfilled.

Consider the prevention of
sexual harassment in schools
and the protocols to follow
when such incidents oceur: The
Student Safe guarding Advisory
Committee (SSAC), formed
through GO 83 in June 2021
with principals and teachers as
members, was meant to address
student safety However, its role

Government Orders on student
safety & teacher misconduct

{Q L)
GO121- MAY17, 2012 ¢
Issued by

School
Education
Department

States
cancellation of
all educational

certificates of
teachers
involved in child
sexual abuse

remains inconsistent in two
subsequent GOs.

GO 89, issued in April 2025 to
guide disciplinary action un-

Source: The New Indian Express, 17 July 2025, p.4

Students seatedin a "U’ arrangement at Lady
Wellington School in Chennai | exeress

Implementation challenges

Degree ' Difficult to
certificates issued ' cancel across  cancellations
by universities ' departments = over 13 years

Employers struggle to verify certificate status

No data on

der the Pocso Act, doesn’t men-
tion the SSAC and instead di-
rects any teacher, staff, or
student aware of a Pocso of-

OTHER KEY GOVERNMENT
'ORDERS & GUIDELINES

GO 83 - June 17,2021

Formation of Student
Safeguarding Advisory

| Committees (SSAC) in schools

Establishment of Central
Complaint Centre (CCC)
at state level

GO & Guidelines - Nov 2024
Framewaork for conducting
extra and co-curricular
activities in schools

SOP- GO89-
July2,2025  April 3,2025
Standard Procedures
Operating  for
Procedure for  disciplinary
protecting  actionin
girlsduring  Pacso-
sportsevents  related cases

Anti-discrimination
Guidelines - June 25, 2025
Prevents caste-based
discrimination and violence
ineducational institutions

fencetoreport it directly to the
police. In contrast, the recent
SOP for protecting girls in
sports designates the SSAC as
the first contact, tasked with
escalating complaints to the
DCPO. Italso mandates schools
to maintain updated physiolog-
ical, psychosocial, and family
profiles of each participantand
conduct annual background
checks and psychological
screenings of all teachers and
coaches—an impractical re-
quest for most schools that lack
the infrastructure or
personnel.

Taking a subtle dig at the de-
partment’s reactive approach,
Tamil Nadu Child Rights Watch
(TNCRW), in a recent letter to
the School Education Director,
remarked, “This guideline,
which appears tobe the 101st in
aseries of instructions and cir-
culars related to children, re-
flects the department’s concern
for child well-being.”

Atleast 10 headmasters TNIE
spoke to said they've lost track
of directives and are unsure

how to respond when issues
arise. “Government schools
have numerous committees,
most of which don’t function.
Even during morning assem-
blies, we're expected to raise
awareness on everything from
road safety to drinking water to
sexual abuse. There are no clear
instructions, nor any coordina-
tion meetings with officials from
other departments we must
work with,” said a headmaster
from Sivaganga. Thenkanal
Isaimozhi of Palli Kalvi Pathu-
kappu Iyakkam said the depart-
ment stops at issuing
guidelines.

Activists pointed out that the
issuance of many such docu-
ments often occurs without con-
sulting other departments re-
sponsible for their
implementation. Several guide-
lines even misidentify the role
of District Child Protection Of-
ficers, who function under the
Social Welfare Department. A
senior school education depart-
ment official that TNIE contact
ed declined to comment.

Work on science park in Anna Centenary Library under way

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

Work to set up a Children’s
Science Park worth 380.24
lakh in the Anna Centen-
ary Library is under way.

The science park is expect-

mozhi announced the pro-

graphics,” said S.

Ka-

park are a pin wall and a

ed to be opened to the pu-
blic by January 2026. It will
come up on the first floor
of the library.

School Education Minis-
ter Anbil Mahesh Poyya-

Source: The Hindu, 21 July 2025, p.3

jectin 2024.

“We took a cue from the
Science Park at the Kalaig-
nar Centenary Library, and
adjusted the equipment to
suit the Chennai demo-

matchi, Chief Librarian of
the Anna Centenary Li-
brary.

Among the science in-
struments that would be
installed in the science
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Van de Graaff generator.
Ms. Kamatchi explained
that each display at the
science park would be pro-
vided with text and audio
assistance. Further, dedi-

cated staff would be ap-
pointed to explain ad-
vanced  concepts  to
children. A registration
system would also be in
place to manage crowd,
Ms. Kamatchi added.



‘Tamil teachers from
pvt schools trained
at Anna library

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: About 1,200 Ta-
mil teachers from private
self-financed and other bo-
ard schools in Chennai dis-
trict were trained atthe An-
na Centenary Library on
Monday.

This training, imparted
by expert Tamil teachers
and professors, was part of
the state govt’s initiative to
train teachers from CBSE,
ICSE, IGCSE, and IB scho-
olsacross Tamil Nadu.

The govt allocated ¥4.9
lakh for this exercise. The
initiative beganin Chennai
this year.

Across the state, more
than 6,000 Tamil teachers
working in private self-fi-
nanced and other board
schools will be trained in
curriculum, teaching met-
hods, and evaluation prac-
tices compared to 3,565 Ta-
mil teachers trained in
2024.

School education mini-
ster Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhi, who launched the
training, praised Tamil tea-
chers for their efforts to up-

hold the language in an era
where it is a necessity to
protect one’s mother tong-
ue.

“Despite all the techno-
logical strides, forgetting
Tamil is akin to forgetting
our identity,” he said.

The minister urged the
teachers nottoview thetra-

Poyyamozhi,

who launched

the training, said,
“Despite all the
technological
strides, forgetting
Tamil is akin to
forgetting our
identity.”

ining as degrading or un-
warranted.

“This is only a means to
update ourselves, which is
very essential in times whe-
re students rely on
ChatGPT to learn. None of
the technological strides
can match the presenceof a
teacher in the classroom.
That is why we need to up-
date ourselves,” he added.

Source: The Times of India, 8 July 2025, p 4

TN to help 180 students crack
entrance tests of top colleges

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: State govt is plan-
ning to train BSc and MSc
students and help them
crack the entrance tests con-
ducted by top science insti-
tutionssuchasthe IndianIn-
stitute of Science (IISc),
Bengaluru.

In the first batch, the Ta-
mil Nadu State Council for
Higher Education (TANS-
CHE) is planning to shortlist
180 students studying in the
final year BSc and MSc and
provide them with coaching
to gain admission into PG
and PhD programmes in top
institutes.

“We will select 60 stu-
dents each in math, physics,
and chemistry. They will be
given residential training
during winter and summer
vacations,” said M P Vijaya-
kumar, vice-chairman of
TANSCHE.

The council has identifi-
ed resource trainers, and
they will train the students
on topics relevant to these

Representative image
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entrance tests. “There are 34
prominent research institu-
tes, including IISc, IISERs,
and Tata Institute of Funda-

mental Research (TIFR)
across the country These in-
stitutes admit students into
PGand PhD programmes ba-
sed on entrance tests, inclu-
ding the Joint Entrance
Screening Test (JEST), Gra-
duate Aptitude Test (GATE),
and IISER aptitude test,” he
added.

It also plans to train fa-
culty members on teaching
science subjects in an inter-
esting manner. TANSCHE
willequip 5,000 faculty mem-
bers with modern, evidence-

based pedagogical practices.
“This initiative will focus on
enhancing classroom enga-
gement, promoting deeper
learning, andfostering inqu-
iry-led teaching environ-
ments. The council also
plans to collaborate with
IIT-M professors to develop
the training module for the
faculty members,” Vijaya-
kumarsaid.

In the assembly budget
session this year; Tamil Na-
du govt had announced the
establishment of basic sci-
ences and math research
centres in Chennai and Co-
imbatore ata cost of 100 cro-
re.

Over 3.28 lakh beneficiaries of
‘Naan Mudhalvan’ scheme got
employment, says CM Stalin

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Over 3.28 lakh students
who underwent training
under the ‘Naan Mudhal-
van’ scheme have been
placed in prestigious insti-
tutions during the past
three years, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
said in Chennai on
Tuesday.

Of the 57 candidates
who cleared the civil ser-
vices examination con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission this
year, 50 were beneficiaries
of the ‘Naan Mudhalvan’
programme, Chief Minister
said.

At a function organised
to mark the inauguration
of ‘Vetri Nichayam’ pro-
gramme and the comple-
tion of three years of ‘Naan
Mudhalvan’ scheme, Mr.
Stalin said he was elated to
listen to the candidates re-
call how they had benefit-
ted from the programme.

Observing that the suc-
cess of any programme de-
pended on the success of
the beneficiaries, Mr. Stalin
said, “Your success is the
success of ‘Naan Mudhal-
van’ programme and the
success of your Chief Mi-

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin launching ‘Vetri Nichayam’ programme

4

in the city on Tuesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

nister.” Listing the achieve-
ments of his government ,
Mr. Stalin said that Tamil
Nadu had registered histor-
ic development and furth-
er pointed out that it had
registered an economic
growth of 9.69%.

Stating that over 41 lakh
students have benefitted
from the ‘Naan Mudhal-
van® programme since its
inception and many have
secured employment, he
said, “There is no need to
go to any coaching centre
for an upskilling pro-
gramme.”

‘Naan Mudhalvan’ pro-
gramme has come into the
campuses of educational
institutions offering hack-
athons, internships, he
said. Mr. Stalin further stat-
ed that the State govern-
ment would distribute lap-

Source: The Hindu, 2 July 2025, p.5

tops to college students
from this year. He also
called upon students to ex-
cel in their studies.

Under the ‘Vetri Ni-
chayany’ programme,
those in the 18-35 age
group who had dropped
out of education would be
identified and offered
crash courses through
training institutions and
private companies. The
State government would
bear the fee expenses for
their training, the Chief Mi-
nister said.

Incentives up to ¥12,000
would be offered to benefi-
ciaries who would be
drawn from different sec-
tions of society — disabled
persons, those from tribal
communities, Sri Lankan
Tamils, fishermen, minori-
ties, among others.

Source: The Times of India, 22 July 2025, p 2
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After uproar, teaching of
Tamil in KVs rises a tad

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
-@_ll‘.hﬂ'maj

TEACHING of Tamil in Kendri-
va Vidvalavas (KVs) across the
state has seen a marginal in-
crease, at least on paper; follow-
ing stringent criticisms by the
MPs after it was revealed that
KVs in TN did not have a single
permanent Tamil teacher:

As per the reply submitted in
the Lok Sabha on Monday, to a
question by DMK MP Kalanidhi
Veerasamy, Tamil is now taught
through the Tamil Virtual Acad-
emy (TVA), an autonomous body
under the state government, in
40 of the 46 KVs in the state.

In March, to a question by
DMK MP and the party’s paria-
mentary chairperson Kanimozhi,
the centre had said only 21 of the
46 schools had this facility The
reply had led to widespread criti-
cism as it showed that KVsin TN
had 86 permanent teachers for
Hindi and 65 for Sanskrit.

The reply to Veerasamy also
showed 31 of the 46 schools now
engage teachers on acontractual
basisto teach Tamil. The number
wasonly 24 inthe reply provided
to Kanimozhi in March.

Reiterating its stance, the Min-
istry of Education, in its reply,
presented on Monday said KVs
primarily cater to children of

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 July 2025, p.2

AT A GLANCE

4 Total number of KVs
in Tamil Nadu
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“transferable central govern-
ment emplovees from diverse lin-
ouistic backgrounds”. Therefore
the medium of instruction used
in these schools is Hindi and
English. As ‘specified category’
schools, KVs are mandated to
provide uniform education na-
tionwide, with sanctioned lan-
guage teaching posts only for
Hindi, English and Sanskrit.

However; the reply provided by
Union Minister of State for Edu-
cation Javant Chaudhary said
Article 112 of the Kendriva Vi-
dyalaya Sangathan’s Education
Code permitted teaching of re
gional languages if 15 or more
students in classes 6 to 8 opt for
them. In such cases, parttime
contractual teachers can be en-
gaged, the reply said.
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Naan Mudhalvan Scheme Runs Into Problems With Only Some Successes

Few takers, fewer placements

for TN govt’s skilling

TRACK RECORD

A three-year breakdown
of how the scheme fared
with job seekers in TN

1,83,586
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2023 2024 2025  TOTAL
EMPLOYMENT TRENDS — 2023
SECTOR TRAINED | PLACED
Logistics 60,429 | 53,233
Healthcare | 15602 | 8,386
Beauty and Wellness | 1776 | | 6
Aerospace and aviation 38 0
Textiles and handlooms 524 0
EMPLOYMENT TRENDS — 2024
Logistics 1,575 882
Telecom 1,109 682
Capital goods &
manufacturing 4484 351
Management 1,948 3
Power 66 0
Roping in third-party HR agencies
to check attendance and follow up
on jobs is a solution we are looking
at. We are tying up with fisheries
and horticulture universities, gig
apps to expand scope of scheme

KV Rajkumar, TNSDC project director

Omjasvin M D & R Saivenkatesh | TNy

hort duration skilling initia-

tives under the umbrella

Naan Mudhalvan scheme

have been a mixed bag.

Placements have been poor
and this has resulted in a drop in
applicants for most training courses
except those for three sectors—Ilo-
gistics, healthcare and telecom.
Overall, the number of those trained
in various courses has dropped from
1.351akh in 2023 to 36,000 in 2024, and
11,000 so far in 2025.

People are trained, over one to six
months, to be “industry-ready” for
blue-collar jobs. However; at least 60%
of those who enrolled in 2025 are UG
and PG graduates. While placements
were poor for those
who studied beauty
and wellness, tailor-
ing, and rubber works, 90% of those
who chose logistics got work as fork-
lift operators, drivers, and gig work-
ers. Those who chose geriatric care
too fared well. In 2023, sectors such as
aerospace, aviation, and textiles saw
zero placements despite 1,000 candi-
dates being trained; the beauty and
wellness sector saw just 67 students
placed though 1,776 were trained.

For the 2024 batch, the state
dropped courses such as gem and
jewellery making, paint and coat-
ing, and banking and financial
services sectors, which saw poor
enrolment and placements. In sec-
tors such as power, handicrafts, and
carpet making, less than 30% were
placed; in management, only three
students were placed out of 1,948

Source: The Times of India, 11 July 2025, p 4
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trained. On July 9, barely 1,000 stu-
dents were present in courses out
of 5,000 active students (just 20% at-
tendance), showing that even those
who enrol don’t turn up properly.
Naan Mudhalvan department
CEO M Jayaprakasan said in the
first year, several entrepreneurs
and small-scale institutes enrolled
as trainers. “They simply got funds
for training from the govt, but did
not have the infrastructure. A tai-
loring institute would just have two
tailoring machines but would enrol
a big batch. We weeded out a lot of
such firms and are now introducing
robust verification of institutes to
provide quality training,” he said.
TN Skill Development Corpora-
tion project director K V Rajkumar
said they withhold
payment
to institutes when
they don’t place candidates, but
sometimes students don't take the
placements because they are too
far away or the salary is poor. “The
salary is just 500 a day. Some peo-
ple may come for training while
preparing for higher education. So
they don’t sit for jobs,” he said.
About 30% of training partners
are centred around Chennai and
suburbs. “However, the post-train-
ing salaries are meagre, making it
difficult for those coming from dis-
tricts to get a job and survive here,”
said M Prakash, a polytechnic stu-
dent from Taramani College.
Rajkumar said, “This is an
evolving scheme, and follow-ups
and improving the quality of train-
ing will improve results.”
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2025 APPLICANTS uly 9, 2pm)

courses -

X-3%

Total applicants 1,02,755
Total batches 857
Total t'rz'i'l'n'ihg partners | 505
Male 41,991
Female 60,251
Others 513
SECTOR-WISE
HIGHEST APPLICANTS
IT-ITes 27,307
Apparel 13,539
Capital Goods 8,777
SECTOR-WISE
LOWEST APPLICANTS
Transportation 2,876
BFSI 2,401
Tourism 1,710
ENROLMENT
BY EDUCATION
12th 17,917
Graduate ‘ 51,431
PG | 11,755
CHENNAI 30,000

MADURAI | 7,000
e e
TRICHY 5,000
SALEM 4,000




TN schooled over classroom seating idea

PRAVEENA 5 A @Chennai

JUST hours after Tamil Nadu's
Director of School Education
issued a circular mandating
that seating arrangement in
classrooms can be in the form
of a semi-circle, resembling
the Tamil letter Pa (L), the di-
rective was put on hold as it
received a wave of criticism,
especially on social media,
from educationists, health ex-
perts, and political leaders.

The seating arrangement
was intended to eliminate
the stigma of ‘backbenchers’
and promote equality among
students.

The circular issued by
S Kannappan, Director of

gagement begins with arrange-
ment, the ‘Pa’ shape opens the
floor for open minds.” Tt said
the arrangement would en-
hance interaction, ensure that
all students have a clear view
of the blackboard and teacher,
and allow teachers to monitor

School Education, said, “En-

all students effectively, besides

‘50%b of kids
may develop
neck issues’
“Students on
the sides will
beforced to
turn their necks
for hours, five
days a week,
This can lead
to 50% of the
MANDAR PARDIK AR students
ensuring students’ comfort. developing
However, the proposal serious neck-
sparked immediate reaction related issues,
over its practicality and health  and15% may
implications with many ques- face very
tioning whether anv consulta-  serious issues,”
tions were held with stake- aneurosurgeon
holders concerned before saidina post
issuing the instructions. P7  on X handle

New arrangement may affect kids’ health

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

"STUDENTS on the sides will be
forced to turn their necks for hours,
five days a week. This can lead to
50% of students developing serious
neck-related issues, and 15% may
face very serious issues,” a neuro-
surgeon posted on X,

He also warned of visual strain,
especially for students who wear
elasses, as they would be forced to
look through the peripheryof their
lenses rather than the optic centre,
causing further eye discomfort and
headaches. The cireular issued by
the Director of School Education
had asked all Chief Educational
Officers in every district to ensure
the new seating arrangement in all
classrooms, taking into account

the number of students and the
sizeof the classrooms.

Although the arrangement was
supposed to be implemented de-
pending on each classroom’s size
as per the cireular, many pointed
out that government and

government-aided schools &
have longer classrooms,
unlike the wider rooms | . .
needed to accommodate §

seating arrangementsin =~ 9

‘Pa’ shape. Moreover, =

classrooms with a large
number of students will face dif-
ficulty even with the new
arrangement.

The inspiration behind themove
came after some schools in Kerala
voluntarily adopted similar seat-
ing arrangements, inspired by the

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 July 2025, p.1 and 7
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Malavalam film Sthanarthi
Sreckuttan.

Reacting to the proposal, ATAD-
MEK general secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami slammed the state
government of copying ideas from

films without any proper study

%, “Stop playing with students’

health for publicity,” he post-
ed on X. BJP state secretary
S5G Survah, too, criticised
the move. The director con-
firmed to TWIE that the circu-
lar has been put on hold. “After
health concerns were raised, we
are currently discussing whether
to implement it. A final decision
will be taken after detailed discus-
sions nextweek,” he said.
(With inputs from Subashini
Vijavakiurmar)




Naan Mudhalvan scheme has
benefited 41L students: Govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE state government on Sun-
day said that during the past
four years, it has implemented
numerous schemes aimed at
supporting youth, women, and
the socially disadvantaged.
The schemes included Naan
Mudhalvan scheme, Kalloori
Kanavu scheme, civil services
coaching support, skill and em-
ployment centres in engineer-
ing colleges, and job opportuni-
ties through employment
camps.

A release said a whopping
41.38 lakh students and over
one lakh lecturers have re-
ceived training under the Naan
Mudhalvan scheme to enhance
their skills, employability, etc
through large-scale training,

Sthool students welcome CM MK Stalin
al a programme in Chennal | pwe pe

career guidance, and industry-
relevant upskilling,

At ITls, 1.07 lakh students
have received foundational
English language training for
emplovment skills, while 63,949
students secured employment
through job fairs organized un
der the “"Naan Mudhalvan”
scheme.

Source: The New Indian Express, 7 July 2025, p.4

Expecting 15% higher
intake in engineering
courses this year,

says Govi. Chezhiaan

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUNELVELI

Minister for Higher Educa-
tion Govi. Chezhiaan said
since over 3.5 lakh stu-
dents have applied for
counselling for engineer-
ing programmes, a 15% in-
crease in students’ admis-
sion is expected this year,
when compared to pre-

vious years. The State
_During an informal chat government
with reporters here on Sa- . iniroduced seven
turday, Mr. Chezhiaan, .
while participating at a job “e“f prog;rammes n
fair, said over 3.5 lakh stu-  €ngineering colleges
dents had applied for the 0 equip students

single-window counselling
for admission into engi-
neering programmes being
offered by government and
private engineering colleg-
es across the State, while
this number was less than
2 lakh last year.

with employable skills

GOVIL. CHEZHIAAN
Minister for Higher Education

he said. “Hence, we are ex-
pecting a 15% increase in
the admission of students

in engineering education

Government schemes
Thanks to the introduction  said.
of new courses, the rolling
out of the Naan Mudhalvan
Scheme, the implementa-
tion of 7.5% reservation for
government school stu-
dents, and the financial as-
sistance being given to the
students pursuing higher
education, the number of
applicants for engineering
admissions had increased,

Source: The Hindu, 6 July 2025, p.8

this year,” the Minister

Mr. Chezhiaan added
that the State government
had introduced seven new
programmes in engineer-
ing colleges to equip stu-
dents with employable
skills, and a team had been
constituted to introduce a
few more new courses in
arts and science and engi-
neering colleges.

Minister opens facilitation
centre at Anna University
for deep-tech innovations

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan inaugurated the Ta-

mil Nadu Technology
Transfer Facilitation
Centre (TNTTFC) for deep-

tech innovations at the iTa-
mil Nadu Technology
(iTNT) Hub in Anna Univer-
sity. It is funded by the go-
vernment under the Tamil
Nadu Innovation Initia-
tives.

The centre aims at esta-
blishing a State-wide hub
to bridge the gap between
academic institutions and
research  organisations,
with start-ups and indus-
tries, and by facilitating the
transfer of deeptech inno-
vations. This is to ensure
that Tamil Naduw’s leading
IP and research ecosystem
translates into economic
and societal benefits.

TNTTFC will address
systemic challenges includ-
ing commercialisation hur-
dles. “This will enable Ta-

Tamil Nadu T :
Transfer Focill X

Minister Palanivel Thiagé Rajan addressing the gathering during the

inauguration. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

mil Nadu to compete at an
international level in fields
such as Al, semiconduc-
tors, biotechnology, and
clean energy,” the Minister
said.

The centre will act as a
centralised platform for
global collaborations, in-
cluding IP management, li-
censing, and market analy-
sis. “It will actively support
start-ups, MSMEs, and re-
searchers in scaling and
commercialising innova-
tive technologies through
structured funding, train-
ing and mentorship pro-
grammes,” J. Jeyaranjan,

Source: The Hindu, 18 July 2025, p.4
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Executive Vice Chairman
of the State Planning Com-
mission said. Brajendra
Navnit, Principal Secretary
to Government, Informa-
tion Technology and Digi-
tal Services Department,
said: “TNTTFC will offer
comprehensive support to
end-to-end IP Manage-
ment; empower research-
ers and innovators to trans-
form IP into successful
ventures through dedicat-
ed spinoff support; and
seed grant for proof-of-
concept validation, proto-
type development, and
early market testing.”



TN colleges Increase course intake

File pthﬂ

Increase By
20% In Govt
Institutions

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: In view of high de-
mand, the state govt has al-
lowed an increase in intake in
arts and science colleges it
runs by up to 20% for the 2025-
26academic year.

“Aided colleges will be al-
lowed to increase their intake
by 15%, and private colleges
by 10%,” higher education
minister GoviChezhiaansaid

HIGH DEMAND: Colleges said thls would help accommodate

students in sought-after courses

on Monday.

Though it would result in
an increase of more than
60,000 seats in govt, govt-aid-
ed, and private arts and sci-
ence courses, colleges plan to

Source: The Times of India, 8 July 2025, p 4

increase their intake only in
courses with high demand.
This would help accom-
modate students in sought-af-
ter courses. “Due to tough
competition, even students

with higher cut-offs were not
able to join BCom and other
courses. It gives us an oppor-
tunity to accommodate those
students in commerce pro-
grammes, and we will call the
waitlisted candidates to fill
the additional seats,” said S
Uma Gowrie, principal of
Ethiraj College for Women.

Some colleges also said
they would increase the seats
in arts courses, as science
courses may need additional
lab facilities to accommodate
morestudents.

“Students  prefer the
morning shift to the evening
shift as it gives them an oppor-
tunity to work in the after-
noon,” a principal from a govt

college said. To cater to rural
students, the state govt
launched 15 new arts and sci-
ence colleges in thisacademic
year. These colleges were
started in Alandur, Panruti,
Kunnoor, Natham, Vikravan-
di, and Cheyyur. Though the
state govt has opened 35 arts
and science colleges in the
past four years, it is yet to ap-
pointasingle faculty member.

The Teachers Recruit-
ment Board issued a notifica-
tion in 2023 to recruit 4,000 as-
sistant professors for govt
arts and science colleges
through a competitive exam.
However, the recruitment
process was stalled due to a
court case.

Govt arts, science colleges seats up by 20%

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @cChennai

THE higher education de-

partment has increased
20% seats in govern-
ment arts and science

applicationts for courses in arts
and science colleges in thestate
is much more than that of

last year

This vear, 2.04 lakh

lowed to hike 10% of their seats.
Notably, this vear, 15 new arts
and science colleges have been

opened in the state. With this,

the number of government col-

colleges for this aca-
demic vear
Making the announce-

ment on Monday, Higher

Education Minister Govi

Chezhiaan said the decision was

necessitated as the number of
Source: The New Indian Express, 8 July 2025, p.2
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students applied for ad-
missions in government
arts and science colleg-
es. Similady, government-
aided arts and science col-
leges will be allowed to take in
15% additional candidates,
while private colleges will be al-

leges in the state has reached
179.

The statement issued by high-
ereducation department further
said various state gover nment
schemes have helped students
from underprivileged section to
pursue higher education.



13 govt. medical colleges to
have new PG courses from
academic year 2026-27

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has proposed
to launch new postgrad-
uate (PG) medical courses
in 13 government medical
colleges from the academic
year 2026-2027. Of these, 11
colleges were established
in 2022 while two-year-old
Kalaignar Centenary Super
Speciality Hospital
(KCSSH) will see an in-
crease in its existing PG
seats.

The Essentiality Certifi-
cate has been issued and
permission granted to the
Director of Medical Educa-
tion and Research to apply
for approval from National
Medical Commission
(NMC).

A total of 460 new PG
seats have been proposed
at the government medical
colleges in Pudukottai, Ka-
rur, Ramanathapuram, Ti-
ruppur, Tiruvallur, Namak-
kal, Virudhunagar, Nilgiris,
Kallakurichi, Dindigul, Na-
gapattinam, Ariyalur and
Krishnagiri. Except Pudu-
kottai and Karur, the rest
are among the 11 new med-
ical colleges added in 2022.

KCSSH, which is at-
tached to the Government
Kilpauk Medical College
Hospital, currently offers
38 PG seats. The State go-
vernment has now pro-
posed 28 additional seats

medical colleges. FILE PHOTO

KCSSH currently has
38 PG seats and 28
additional seats have

been proposed

across seven specialties of
Nephrology, Urology, Med-
ical Gastroenterology, Sur-
gical  Gastroenterology,
Cardiology, Aneasthesiolo-
gy and Radiology.

The courses proposed
in the 13 medical colleges
include MD in General
Medicine, Paediatrics,
General Surgery, Ortho-
paedics, Obstetrics and Gy-
naecology, Radio diagno-
sis, Anaesthesiology.

Doctors’ concern

However, some govern-
ment doctors have pointed
out that institutions such

Source: The Hindu, 17 July 2025, p.4
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Atotal of 460 new PG seats have been proposed in 13 government

as the Government Oman-
durar Medical College and
Tamil Nadu Government
Multi Super Speciality Hos-
pital have not been includ-
ed. “The increase in seats
could have been better dis-
tributed. Many of us ex-
pected an increase in seats
in a number of specialties
here according to the pa-
tient load, but have been
left out.” said a doctor who
did not wish to be named.

A. Ramalingam, general
secretary of Service Doc-
tors and Postgraduates As-
sociation, said the govern-
ment is gradually phasing
out junior and senior resi-
dent posts. “The State go-
vernment is misusing PGs
as manpower to address
the prevailing shortage of
doctors,” he said.



Arts, science grads buck trend, hit pay dirt

BINITA JAISWAL @cChennai

STUDENTS pursuing science
and arts courses in colleges in
Tamil Nadu seem to have
bucked the global trend of a
lacklustre job market with
record placements and
impressive pay packag-

es this vear.

The gambit to invite
companies from across
sectors for the placement
sessions without relying
solely on software firms has
paid rich dividends to colleges
asthe average pay package of-
fered doubled in most colleges
and more than 90% of stu-
dents got placed.

470 students from
Presidency College
get placements

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HE added that pharmaceutical
and life sciences, and food com-
panies offered better pay pack-
age compared to IT companies.
“This year, the average annual
salary package has increased to
F7-%8 lakh against last vear's
#3-T4 lakh,” Samuel said.

The Madras Christian Col-
lege (MCC) has managed to
place 98% of their students, al-
most 5% higher than last year.
This vear a Master of Social
Work (HR) student has received
the highest pay package of
¥12.61 lakh per annum, while
last vear the highest package
was 10 lakh annually

“This vear our students got
multiple offers. Last vear, afew
IT companies kept extending
the joining dates after giving of-
fer letters to our students. This
vear we have restricted mass
hiring by IT companies,” said
Paul Wilson, principal of MCC.

Sunday

Loyola College, one of Tamil
Nadu's premier arts colleges,
has managed to place 945 of
1,048 students who had opted
for campus placements this
year. Two MSc (chemistry)

students from the college
have bagged job offers
from a pharmaceutical
company, ACG World,
for its Croatia location
with a package of ¥15
lakh per annum, while
an MSc (zoology) student
has received ¥12 lakh per an-
numoffer from an educational
organisation based in the
UAE.

Similarly, some BSc and

MSe (phvsics) students have

Benita Alex, placement officer
at MCC, said that along with
data science and computer sci-
ence courses, conumerce gradu-
ates were also in demand. They
were picked by finance compa-
nies, while physics and chemis-
try graduates were the first
choices of pharmaceutical
companies. In government col-
leges too, the trend was posi-
tive. In Chennai’s Presidency
College, at least 350 UG and 120
PG students got placed this
vear. “For the last two vears,
the demand for basic science
graduates, especially chemis-
try, has been increasing. This
vear, we have received over
20,000 applications for just 200
seats in BSc chemistry” said
principalof Presidency College
R Raman. “Basic science isthe
backbone of innovation. Indus-
tries today don’t just need AI
experts — they need profession-
als grounded in basic sciences
for research and development
wing. However, there is a short-
age of physics, chemistry and
maths graduates in the job mar-
ket due to the misconception
that there is no career opportu-
nity for them,” said Jayprakash
Gandhi, career counsellor.
(For full story visit wuww,
newindia nexpress.com)

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 July 2025, p.1 and 7

been absorbed by the space
startup, Angikul Cosmos,
whileIT companies have hired

J40

maths graduates and of1,048

postgraduates. students of
“This trend should be an Loyola College

eye-gpener for students and get placed

parents who are unable to
think beyond computer sci-
ence and Al-related
courses. For any re-
search work, there
is a need for man-
power with strong
knowledge in core sub-
jects like maths, phys-
ics, and chemistry” said
S Princely Samuel, direc-
tor, placement cell,
Lovola College, P7
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X100cr Revamp
Written In The

Stars for TN
Science Centre
In Kotturpuram !

Vivek.Narayanan@timesofindia.com

nce a school-trip favourite,
the Science City in Kottur-
puram lost its allure in re-
cent years. The dusty exhib-
its and poorly maintained
parks paint a sorry picture for visitors.
However, a ¥100 crore revamp now prom-
ises to reinvent the space as a cutting-
edge hub for science and innovation.

Tt was established in 1998 to promote
science and technology by integrating
institutions, encouraging technology
transfer, supporting industry partner-
ships, and creating a fully equipped sci-
ence complex for research and public
learning.

In this year’s budget, finance minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu announced

Ho;;;ays

3,000

FUN LESSONS: The renovated facility will feature vi rtual and augmented
reality-based exhibits across various subjects, while the planetarium will
boast state-of-the-art digital projection system for astronomy shows

SPACE ODYSSEY

Plcs BA Ram

that the govt will develop the 22-acre
campus in collaboration with the Sin-
gapore Science Centre.

Jointly supported by the Chennai
Metropolitan Development Authority
(CMDA) and the state govt, the re-
vamped facility will feature cutting-edge
virtual and augmented reality-based
exhibits across STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, mathematics), space
exploration, and marine biology. A chil-
dren’s science park, an advanced astro-
nomical telescope, and immersive digi-
tal theatres that simulate deep-sea and
space phenomena are the key features
in the pipeline.

“The project also includes a major
redevelopment of the Birla Planetarium.
Existing galleries, including Periyar Gal-
lery, Ocean Gallery, Heart Museum, and

?

Normal weekends

1,500

10 shows daily

Ramanujan Mathematics Gallery, will
be modernized with interactive, tech-
enabled displays. The upgraded plane-
tarium will feature a state-of-the-art
digital projection system for spectacular
astronomy shows,” said an official from
higher education department.

Anew science park with experiential
learning zones, a planet-themed play
area, and expanded exhibit spaces will
offer hands-on learning opportunities.
“The landscape will also be improved.
There will be an urban plaza with green
zones, walking paths, seating, and an
outdoor amphitheatre for public science
events,” the official added.

B Srikumar, co-ordinator of Ariviyal
Palagai, welcomed the move. “Not eve-
ryone can travel to Dubai or Singapore
to experience world-class science cen-
tres. The govt can bring the global stand-
ards here —with interactive Al galleries
showcasing everything from basic con-
cepts to futuristic models,” he said.

Lenin Kovan, a former scientist at
the science centre, added that the up-
graded facility should include a space
theatre with an 80-foot screen for 3D sci-
ence film screenings. “There should be
an interactive science gallery covering
topics from the history of evolution to
cutting-edge technological develop-
ments. Visitors should be able to touch
and feel these models. We also need in-
teractive dinosaur models to excite
younger audiences,” he said.

EN

Planetarium Capacity

200 seats

Source: The Times of India, 12 July 2025, p 4
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SCIENCE CITY WAS
ESTABLISHED IN 1998

Features in
the pipeline

» Advanced digital projection
system for captivating
astronomical shows, alongside
AR/VR-based media exhibits

» Modern science museum
with STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) setups, digital
displays

» Expanded collection of
space and science artifacts

» A dedicated science park
offering experiential learning
zones and a planet-themed
play area

» Urban plaza with green

Existing
amenities

» Periyar Gallery

» Transport Gallery
» Atomic Energy Hall
» Fun Mirrors Gallery
» Defence Research

» Electronics and
Communication
(Collection/Exhibition)

» Life Sciences Gallery

» Ramanujan Mathematics
Gallery

» Innovation Hub Gallery
» Ocean Gallery

spaces, pedestrian pathways, > Heart Museum
and seating areas » 3D Science Theatre
» Outdoor amphitheatre » Ramanujan Mathematics

» A digital engagement zone
with touchscreens and mobile
applications for self-learning
experiences

Other
Facilities
» Office

> Restrooms

> Restaurant

» Parking

Gallery (Duplicate entry)
» India in Space

» Science on a Sphere
» Science Park

» Transport Park

» Evolution Park

v




Govt form model code of
conduct for college teachers

Ragu.Raman
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu hig-
her education department
has released a draft model
code of conduct for college
teachers. This will help
colleges and universities
develop their own specific
guidelines for teachers on
posting videos and posts
onsocial media.

“Maintain professiona-
lismonsocialmedia, refra-
ining from posts or com-
ments that could harm the
institution’s reputation,”
said the code released by
the TN State Council for
Higher Education (TANS-
CHE) on social media et-
hics. Teachers can provide
their feedback on the draft
policy through email at
tansche_edu@yahoo.co.in
onor before July 26.

“For example, teachers
can make reels about the
lessonsandinnovative tea-
ching practices. However,
these reels should not af-
fect any religious senti-
ment or be self-promo-
ting,” said M P Vijayaku-
mar, vice-chairman of
TANSCHE.

The model policy will
serve as a reference point

It has norms for posting
on social media and
interacting with students

on code of conduct for tea-
chers for colleges and uni-
versities.

“Itisuptothe individu-
al college or university to
make detailed guidelines
to promote the responsible
use of technology,” he sa-
id.

Regarding personal
conduct, the draft policy
asked teachers to manage
privateaffairsinamanner
consistent with the digni-
ty of the profession. It also
discouragedteachersfrom
active participation in po-
litics.

“Refrain from active
participation in politics
that may cause interferen-
ce in professional duties.
Do not associate with mo-
vements or organisations
that are subversive of law
andorderoragainstthein-
terests of higher educa-
tion,” it said.

The policy also urged
teachers to refrain from
activities that promote
hatred or enmity among
different communities, re-
ligions, or linguistic gro-

Source: The Times of India, 5 July 2025, p 4

TN govt
to open

ups. It asked teachers to
work towards national in-
tegration and uphold the
ideals of democracy, pat-
riotism, and peace.

On teacher-student re-
lationships, the policy as-
ked teachers to respect the
‘right and dignity of the
student in expressing his
or heropinion.’

It also emphasised trea-
ting all students equally
and highlighted the need
for the privacy of student
information, including
academic records and per-
sonal details. “Establish
professional boundaries
with students, colleagues,
and staff, avoiding exploi-
tation or favouritism,” the
policy said.

The policy also urged
teachers to avoid any form
of harassment or unfair
treatment on grounds of
caste, religion, gender,
physical, social, econo-
mic, or political characte-
ristics.

Tt asked teacherstoeva-
luate student performance
impartially in tests and ex-
ams. The draft also asked
teachers to uphold stan-
dards in research by avoi-
ding plagiarism and data
manipulation.

journalism
school

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
govt will start a new jour-
nalism institute in Chennai
from the academic year
2025-26. The “Chennai In-
stitute of Journalism”
aimstosupportyouthinter-
ested in journalism by of-
fering a one-year Post Grad-
uate Diploma in Journal-
ism at a low fee. The govt

has sanctioned %7.75 crore
for the project, and an offi-
cialorder wasissuedon Sat-
urday. The institute isregis-
tered under Section 8(1) of
the Companies Act, 2013. It
is expected to train stu-
dents in line with the latest
media and technology
trends.

Former Editor of The
Hindu, N Ravi, has been ap-
pointed as the chairman of
the governing council,
while former readers’ edi-
tor of The Hindu, A S Pan-
neerselvan, will serve as
thedirector.

Source: The Times of India, 20 July 2025, p 3

TN aims to double
civil service tally
with free coaching

Ragu.Raman@timesofindia.com

Chennai: By providing freere-
sidential coaching, fellow-
ships, mock tests, and hiring
expert trainers, the state govt
aims to double the number of
candidates passing the Union
Public Service Commission’s
(UPSC) civil service examina-
tionsthis year.

Last year, 57 candidates
from Tamil Nadu were selec-
ted for various services, inclu-
ding TAS and TIPS, marking the
highest number in the past ni-
neyears. Asmany as300 candi-
dates who qualified for the ma-
in exam are provided residen-
tial coaching at the state-run
All India Civil Service Coa-
ching Centre (AICSCC)at Raja
Annamalaipuram, while 60
more candidates are receiving
online coaching.

“Under the Naan Mud-
halvan scheme, we are provi-
ding a 225,000 fellowship for
candidates to prepare for the
main exam, and this coaching
will be given for two months,”
said T Sankara Saravanan,
principal of the AICSCC. “We
have identified the best trai-
ners for different subjects and
hired them to train these stu-
dents. We have also partnered
with a coaching institute in
Delhi, which will conduct
mock tests and correct their
answer sheets with feedback,”
headded.

More than 700 candidates

cleared the preliminary ex-
ams from Tamil Nadu this ye-
ar. The centre has the capacity
to provide residential coa-
ching for 220 aspirants in
Chennai. For the UPSC mains,
it received 496 applications
from candidates who cleared
the preliminary exams.

“Morethan50% of thequa-
lified candidates from Tamil
Nadu have enrolled in our in-
stitute. Those candidates who
qualify for the interview will
also receive a 50,000 fellow-
ship to prepare for the UPSC
interviews,” Saravanan said.

Headded thatthe govtwan-
ted toaccommodate all interes-
ted candidates to provide them
with the best possible opportu-
nity to succeed in the exams.
Some of the candidates were
also accommodated in nearby
facilities.

The state govt also issued a
notification for the UPSC preli-
minary exams scholarship ex-
am, to be conducted on July 26.

As many as 1,000 shortlis-
ted civil service aspirants will
receive a monthly stipend of
7,500 for ten months after clea-
ring this exam. Based on the
score, 225 aspirants will be
shortlisted for residential coa-
ching at the All India Civil Ser-
vices Coaching Centre. While
100 aspirants will receive part-
time training, 100 candidates
each will receive residential
training at Coimbatore and
Madural.

Source: The Times of India, 4 July 2025, p 4
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4] lakh students trained under
Naan Mudhalvan scheme; Govt

Omijasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A total of
41.38lakh students and 1lakh
lecturers across Tamil Nadu
received training under the
‘Naan Mudhalvan’ scheme,
one of the state’s largest
skilling initiatives aimed at
improving youth employa-
bility, said the state govt.

A new phase of the SCO-
OT (Study, Connect, Obser-
ve, Orient, and Transform)
programme will send stu-
dentsfrom physics, chemist-
ry, and allied fields for
hands-on exposure abroad.

The state is now gearing
up to expand the scheme
across new sectors, inclu-
ding AI, data science, and
globaljobpathways. The sta-
tespecial programme imple-
mentation department offi-
cialssaid they are addingad-
vanced modules, boosting
foreign collaborations, and

A new phase of the
SCOOT programme will
send students from
physics, chemistry, and
allied fields for
hands-on exposure
abroad

launching residential coa-
ching programmes for com-
petitive exams.

The training modules
will be tailored for students
innon-engineering streams,
including vocational stu-
dents, ITI trainees, and govt
school students. To improve
global job opportunities, the
govthastied up with institu-
tions abroad. “Select stu-
dents will be sent for in-
ternships and in-person tra-
ining in countries such as
South Korea, Japan, and the
UK, based on partnerships
with universities and in-

Source: The Times of India, 7 July 2025, p 4

dustry bodies,” said an offi-
cial.

Under international col-
laboration, 25 students have
already been sent for in-per-
son training at Durham Uni-
versity in the UK, while 15
students underwent techni-
cal training in Japan. In
2025, six students from che-
mistry and physics backgro-
unds also completed in-
ternships at Pusan National
University and Gachon Uni-
versity in South Korea.

Sofar,morethanl.02lakh
students have secured jobs
through pooled campus pla-
cements and joh fairs.

As part of higher educa-
tionsupport, 77,752 students
were helped through the
‘Uyarvukku Padi’ scheme,
while ‘Kalloori Kanavu 2024’
benefited 1.87 lakh students
since its inception in 2022 —
including 81,149 students in
2025-26 alone.

TN launches online coaching for UPSC Mains

75 students enrolled at All India Civil Services Coaching Centre which earlier offered online classes for prelims alone

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

IN the wake of rising demand
from aspirants preparing for
the UPSC Mains examinations
to join the state government-
run All India Civil Services
Coaching Centre (AICSCC), the
institute has introduced online
coaching this vear and enrolled
75 students. Earlier, the insti-
tute offered online coaching for
prelims examination alone.

This apart, AICSCC has also
pushed the intake for the full-
time residential coaching from
220 candidates to 296. Of the 710
UPSC aspirants from the state
who cleared the prelims this
vear, 496 applied for admissions
in AICSCC and 371 have en-
rolled in the institute.

To accommodate as many
candidates as possible, the in-
stitute arranged for additional
accommodation nearby and
launched the coaching in on-

Aspirants who cleared UPSC from 2014-2024
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line mode. The move is part of
the state government’s efforts
to improve Tamil Nadu's repre-
sentation in the civil services,
which dropped to just 27 in
2021, under the Naan Mudhal-

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 July 2025, p.2

van scheme, said officials.

In 2024, 57 candidates from
TN were selected for the civil
services, the highest in the last
five vears, with 35 of them
trained at AICSCC. In compari-

son, the institute had only sev-
en successful candidates in
2021. Historically, AICSCC has
had a strong record, contribut-
ing 73 of the 100 selected candi-
dates in 2014, its best perform-
ance in the last decade.
According to officials, the
number of applications for
mains classes itself is an indi-
cation of the institute regain-
ing its influence in helping as-
pirants prepare for the exam.
Besides, AICSCC also trains
225 candidates full-time and 100
candidates part-time for the up-
coming prelims. Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Corporation
(TNSDC) in coordination with
AICSCC will hold an examina-
tion on July 26 to select 1,000
aspirants, who will receive a
monthly stipend of 7,500 for 10
months to prepare for prelims
under the Naan Mudhalvan
scheme. Based on this exami-
nation, interested aspirants
will also be admitted for coach-

TEN Vol. 1 Issue 7 | July 2025 | Page 46

ing in AICSCC in Chennai,
Coimbatore and Madurai.

Speaking about the growing
participation of women in
UPSC exams, T Sankara Sara-
vanan, principal of AICSCC,
said that 30% of the 375 candi-
dates currently preparing for
the mains at the institute are
women. “Even though there is
no reservation for women in
union government services,
their participation in our pro-
gramme has steadily increased.
This shows the impact of state
initiatives like Naan Mudhal-
van scheme and Pudhumai
Penn programme,” he said,
adding that 40% of the success-
ful candidates from AICSCC
are women, higher than the na-
tional average of 24%-34%.

Saravanan noted that once
the new residential facility to
accommodate 500 aspirants in
Anna Nagar is completed, the
institute will be able to support
even more candidates.



Health

WHO launches policy summaries on
air pollution and its health impacts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has
launched a new series of
Science and Policy Sum-
maries (SPS) to support
global efforts to reduce air
pollution and its significant
health impacts, especially
in low- and middle-income
countries.

The SPS series was in-
troduced following the Se-
cond WHO Global Confe-
rence on Air Pollution and
Health in Cartagena, Co-
lombia, in March 2025.

Air pollution is a leading
global risk factor for non-
communicable diseases. In

2021 alone, about 6.4 mil-
lion deaths were linked to
exposure of particulate
matter, particularly in low-
and middle-income coun-
tries, which account for
93% of related deaths.

The SPS offers evidence-
based insights for policy-
makers, practitioners and
the public. They explore
the health effects of air pol-
lution, the vulnerabilities
of children, pregnant wo-
men, older adults and out-
door workers, and the dan-
gers of indoor pollutants
such as radon and biomass
smoke. Led by experts, the
summaries propose practi-
cal solutions across sectors
like transport, agriculture,

Source: The Hindu, 25 July 2025, p.4

waste management and
energy. Cross-cutting is-
sues such as legislation, cli-
mate change, and trans-
boundary cooperation are
also addressed.

Kalpana Balakrishnan,
professor, Department of
Environmental Health En-
gineering, Sri Ramachan-
dra Institute for Higher
Education and Research,
and Director of WHO Col-
laborating Centre for Re-
search and Training in Oc-
cupational and
Environmental Health,
who was involved in craft-
ing the summaries, said
that each summary is the
result of peer-reviewed,
multistakeholder collabo-

ration. “The primary aim
is to empower the health
sector to take a leadership
role by equipping it with
science-backed, sector-
specific information on
emissions and interven-
tions. The summaries also
address transboundary air
pollution, as countries
need to work together.
They also highlight vulner-
ability considerations to
help prioritise communi-
ties in urgent need of alter-
natives. In addition to syn-
thesising current research,
they serve as a risk com-
munication tool to pro-
mote coordinated action
across sectors and bor-
ders,” she said.

T.N. government sanctions X110 crore to strengthen cancer diagnosis, treatment

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAT

The State government has
sanctioned nearly 110
crore to strengthen cancer
diagnosis and treatment
services over the next
three years in 17 govern-
ment institutions.

These institutions in-
clude five regional cancer
hospitals and research
centres, and 12 tertiary
care cancer centres across
Tamil Nadu.

The move follows an an-
nouncement in the As-
sembly to improve medical
equipment and increase

manpower in secondary
and medical college hospi-
tals, with a focus on early
detection  of  cancer
through advanced diagnos-
tic methods.

Rise in cancer cases
According to a government
order, the Directorate of

Source: The Hindu, 16 July 2025, p.6

Medical Education had
stated that Tamil Nadu was
witnessing a rise in cancer
cases, which was likely to
place considerable pres-
sure on the State’s health-
care system.

To address this issue,
the government proposed
to strengthen the diagnos-

tic and treatment services
in five regional cancer hos-
pitals. A total 0f ¥110.96 has
been sanctioned, the
breakdown of which is:
%7396 crore for 2025-
2026, ¥19.6 crore for 2026-
2027, and 17.4 crore for
2027-2028.

The five regional centres

are the Institute of Non-
Communicable Diseases,
the Government Royapet-
tah Hospital, and the go-
vernment medical college
hospitals in Coimbatore,
Thanjavur, and Tirunelve-
li, and the Government Ra-
jaji Hospital in Madurai.
The 12 tertiary centres
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include the Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hos-
pital, Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment Multi Super-Specialty
Hospital, Omandurar Es-
tate, the Government Stan-
ley Medical College Hospi-
tal, the Institute of
Obstetrics and Gynaecolo-
gy, the Government Hospi-

tal for Women and Chil-
dren, and the government
medical college hospitals
at Villupuram, Tiruvanna-
malai, and Dharmapuri.

As part of this initiative,
the Tamil Nadu Medical
Services Corporation will
procure medical equip-
ment.



X1.13-cr. labset up to
ensure test quality at
govt. health facilities

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

To ensure the quality of
tests conducted at govern-
ment laboratories across
Tamil Nadu, an external
quality assurance laborato-
ry has been established at
the State Public Health
Laboratory (SPHL), Direc-
torate of Public Health
(DPH) and Preventive
Medicine.

Set up at a cost of T1.13
crore, the laboratory will
ensure the quality of tests
conducted in 2,177 Primary
Health Centres (PHC), 300
government hospitals and
36 medical college hospi-
tals across the State with-
out any cost to the partici-
pating government labs.

Pilot launch

As a pilot project, the DPH-
EQAS (External Quality As-
surance Scheme) pro-
gramme is being rolled out
at 116 PHC laboratories in
Tiruvallur and Chengalpat-
tu districts.

According to an official
release, laboratory servic-
es are essential for the
diagnosis of diseases, sur-
veillance and to initiate
preventive and control
measures. Currently, the
Integrated Essential Labo-
ratory Services (IELS) be-
ing implemented has
further strengthened the
scope and services in the
State. Under IELS, samples
are being referred from
spoke labs to hub labs for
various investigations. So,
patients need not travel
unnecessarily, and it re-
duces the out of pocket ex-
penditure as well. So far,
laboratories under DPH

As a pilot project, the
rogramme is bein,

rolled out at 116

PHC laboratories

in Tiruvallur and

Chengalpattu

and other health institu-
tions were sending sam-
ples for external quality
checks to Christian Medi-
cal College, Vellore for an
annual expenditure of 352
crore. Based on the partici-
pation of EQAS pro-
gramme and other param-
eters, 1,622 PHC labs in
Tamil Nadu are NABL certi-
fied under MELT pro-
gramme. From now on,
the SPHL can conduct the
quality checks.Such EQAS
laboratories are not availa-
ble in other government or
their allied institutions.
Hence, it was decided to
establish the DPH-EQAS
lab at SPHL.

The National Health
Mission, Tamil Nadu sanc-
tioned ¥90 lakh for the
procurement of laboratory
equipment.Health Minis-
ter Ma. Subramanian in-
augurated the DPH-EQAS
lab and launched the pilot
programme in the two dis-
tricts. He also launched a
mobile app developed for
the project to upload labo-
ratory results.

After the successful im-
plementation of the pilot
project in Tiruvallur and
Chengalpattu districts, ISO
17043 will be obtained
from NABL and from Janu-
ary 2026 onwards, all go-
vernment laboratories in
T.N. will be participating in
the DPH-EQAS Program,
the release said.

Source: The Hindu, 26 July 2025, p.6
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Move to integrate
Siddha practices into

T.N’s public health
system draws flak

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Doctors are fuming over a
decision to integrate Sidd-
ha practices into the State’s
public health system. Con-
demning the Directorate of
Public Health (DPH) and
Preventive Medicine for
entering into a pact to pro-
mote integrative health-
care, doctors’ associations
have called it a regressive
step to promote “mixo-
pathy” and “pseudo-scien-
tific” practices.

The Directorate of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine, the Commis-
sionerate of Indian Medi-
cine and Homoeopathy,
and the National Institute
of Siddha, Chennai, have
formalised a collaboration
through a memorandum
of understanding to jointly
promote integrative
healthcare. According to
an official communication
issued by T.S. Selvavinaya-
gam, Director of Public
Health, the initiative aims
to bridge the strengths of
modern medicine with the
rich heritage of the Indian
System of Medicine. The
partnership reflects the go-
vernment’s vision of pro-
moting holistic, inclusive
and accessible healthcare,
it said.

“By integrating validat-
ed Siddha practices into
the public health system,
the State aims to provide
affordable and culturally
rooted healthcare options
to its people. The initiative
represents a progressive
step toward a healthcare
model that values tradition
and science alike - deliver-
ing better outcomes
through collaboration and
innovation,” it added.

P. Saminathan, presi-
dent of Service Doctors
and Post Graduates Asso-
ciation, in the statement,
said this “unscientific deci-
sion” of the DPH, which in
principle itself amounted
to mixopathy, would lead
to a gradual decrease in
standards of all systems of
medicine — modern medi-
cine, Siddha, Ayurveda,
Unani, and homoeopathy.

Move will promote
‘mixopathy’,
pseudo-scientific
practices, doctors say

He said the Health Depart-
ment was “committing a
historic blunder by taking
this regressive step.”

“Let science be science.
Each system of science will
develop if research is
done, instead of bringing
in mixopathy in thé name
of integrating them. It will
also lead to gradual demise
of a system of medicine,”
he said. The SDPGA sought
the intervention of Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin to stop
this decision.

G.R. Ravindranath, gen-
eral secretary, Doctors’ As-
sociation for Social Equali-
ty, charged the Health
Department with buckling
under pressure from the
Union government. “By in-
tegrating Siddha and ho-
moeopathy with modern
medicine, the State’s Pu-
blic Health Directorate is
implementing the Union
government’s push for in-
tegrated medicine. This is
highly condemnable,” he
said.

“Is the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment going to pro-
mote  pseudo-scientific
practices? There is no
scientific basis for integrat-
ed medicine, and this will
go against the welfare of
people” he said.

A senior government
doctor said traditional
medicine does not have
the solutions for new age
diseases. “Among the top
10 mortality contributors
in Tamil Nadu are diabetes,
hypertension, myocardial
infarctions, stroke, tuber-
culosis, and chronic kid-
ney diseases. According to
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, premature
mortality due to non-com-
municable diseases should
be reduced by 2030. But
none of the Indian systems
of medicine has solutions
to manage these diseases.
Then, what is the role of in-
tegrative medicine in re-
ducing mortality and dis-
ability?” he asked.

Source: The Hindu, 18 July 2025, p.4



Chief Minister inaugurates 208 urban health
and wellness centres, 60 PHCs across the State

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Thursday inaugurated
208 urban health and well-
ness centres across Tamil
Nadu, established at a total
cost of T52 crore. He also
inaugurated 50 primary
health centres (PHCs) set
up at a cost of T60 crore at
various locations in both
rural and urban areas.
During a function in the
city, the Chief Minister in-
augurated the urban
health and wellness centre
in Shastri Nagar in Adyar
and interacted with the
staff there. He also inspect-
ed the services being of-
fered to patients. Both the
urban health and wellness
centres and PHCs are oper-

ating under the Health and
Family Welfare
Department.

In May 2022, Mr. Stalin
had announced that 708
urban health and wellness
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Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurating the urban health and
wellness centre in Adyar on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

The urban health
and wellness centres
will offer services
such as lifestyle

counselling and
drug delivery

centres would be set up at
a total cost of 177 crore in
corporations and munici-
palities that have a popula-
tion of 15,000 to 20,000.

Of these, 500 were inaugu-
rated in June 2023.

Each urban health and
wellness centre has a med-
ical officer, staff nurse,
health inspector, and sup-
porting staff.

The centres will func-
tion from 8 a.m. and 12
noon and from 4 p.m. to 8
p.m. and offer outpatient
care, disease screening, lif-
estyle counselling, health
education, immunisations,

and drug delivery, among
others.

The PHCs in rural areas
have been set up in Ariya-
lur, Chengalpattu, Cudda-
lore, Dharmapuri, Dindi-
gul, Erode, Kallakurichi,
Kancheepuram, Krishnagi-
ri, Nagapattinam, Peram-
balur, Ranipet, Sivaganga,
Tenkasi, Thanjavur, Theni,
the Nilgiris, Thoothukudi,
Tirunelveli, Tiruppur, Vil-
lupuram, and Virudhuna-
gar districts. The PHCs in
urban areas have been es-
tablished in Coimbatore,
Erode, Kanniyakumari, Ka-
rur, Krishnagiri, Madurai,
Mayiladuthurai, Namakkal,
Pudukkottai, Ramanathap-
uram, Salem, Sivaganga,
the Nilgiris, Tiruchi, Tiru-
nelveli, Tiruppur, Tiruval-
lur, and Vellore districts.

Minister Ma. Subrama-
nian, Chennai Mayor R.
Priya, MP Kanimozhi
N.V.N. Somu, and Vela-
chery MLA J.M.H. Aassan
Maulaana were among

those present on the
occasion.

In another event at the
Secretariat, the Chief Mi-
nister launched portals for
the Tamil Nadu Water Re-
sources Information and
Management System
(http://tnwrims.tn.gov.in)
and the Tamil Nadu Satel-
lite based Water Bodies In-
formation and Monitoring
and Protection System
(http:/tnswip.tn.gov.in).

TN-WRIMS aims to bring
all water-related data of the
State into an integrated dig-
ital platform.

It will have real-time
dashboards and modules
for rainfall, reservoirs,
groundwater, tanks, and
soil moisture.

TN-SWIP aims to con-
serve and restore waterbo-
dies using new technolo-
gies such as artificial
intelligence and satellite
data. It will also help im-
prove waterbodies through
real-time monitoring.

Source: The Hindu, 4 July 2025, p.6

TN plans Type 1 diabetes care centres in 6 more dists

R KIRUBAKARAN @ Coimbatore

THE National Health Mission,
Tamil Nadu, is planning to
open specialised care centres
for treating Type 1 diabetes in
six more districts, including
Salem and Dharmapuri within
two months. A week ago sucha
centre was opened in Chennai
to offer complete care to chil-
dren suftering from Type 1 dia-
betes, an autoimmune
disease.

Dr A Arun Thamburaj, Mis-
sion Director of the NHM,
Tamil Nadu, told TNIE that

they will launch centres in the
first phase at Government Mo-
han Kumaramangalam Medi-
cal College Hospital at Salem,
GovernmentRajaMirasudar
Hospital in Thanjavur, K
A P Viswanathan Gov-
ernment Medical Col-
lege in Tiruchy and
Tirunelveli Medical
College Hospital, and
the government medical
college hospitals in Tiruvar-
ur and Dharmapuri.

Health department officials
say around 2,600 children have
registered and are receiving

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 July 2025, p.5

treatment for Type 1 diabetes
in government hospitals across
the state.

Thev would be taken care of

at these centres. These cen-

tres will be expanded to

all districts in a phased

manner, they added.

Additionally, NHM

Tamil Nadu is prepar-

ing a Standard Operat-

ing Procedure to stream-

line the treatment protocol

for children diagnosed with

Type 1 diabetes at all govern-
ment hospitals.

“This centre provides end-to-
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end care to children suffering
from Type 1 diabetes. It offers
treatment, medical support,
education and counselling on
par with global standards at no
cost. We have also roped in
Coimbatore-based Idhavangal
Trust, which has experience
handling Tvpe 1 diabetes pa-
tients,” Thamburaj added.

Dr Krishnan Swaminathan
of Idhayangal Trust said that it
is an initiative taken by the
government to ensure no poor
child with Type 1 diabetes suf-
fers due to the lack of
treatment.



NMC gives conditional approval to
35 govt medical colleges for 2025-26

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE National Medical Com-
mission has given a conditional
approval for the vear 2025-2026
to 35 government medical col-
leges for which show cause no-
tices were issued in May

According to official sources,
all the 35 colleges got the ap-
proval on the condition that
they rectify the shortage of
staff and other deficiencies
specified in four months.

The NMC had sent show
cause notices to 35 out of 36
government medical colleges,
including Stanley Medical Col-
lege and Omandurar Medical
College, for various deficien-
cies including inadequate fac-
ulty. The commission had also
given the colleges 7 days for
submitting written clarifica-

tions. It was the first time that
almost every gover nment med-
ical college in the state received
a showcause notice.

The NMC began granting ap-
proval for the colleges last
month, and as of Tuesday, all
the 36 medical colleges in the
state have received approval,
officials said. They further add-
ed that there were problems in

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 July 2025, p.4

implementing the Aadhaar en-
abled biometric attendance sys-
tem which is being corrected.

Theapproval is significant as
medical counselling for admis-
sion to MBES and BDS courses
for the academic year 2025-2026
is set to be held.

The selection committee un-
der the Directorate of Medical
Education and Research has
been waiting for the NMC to re-
lease the coumselling schedule.
The officials said once they re-
lease the schedule, the counsel-
ling dates will be announced.

The selection committee has
received a total 72,943 applica-
tions for MBBS and BDS cours-
es. June 29 was the last date to
apply for the courses. The state
has a total of 36 government
medical colleges with 5,050
MBBS seats.

T.N. Medical Services Corporation blacklists
over 50 products for failing quality checks

During 2024-25, 22 products were blacklisted for quality-related issues; checks on medicines are being conducted as per relevant guidelines

through NABL-accredited empanelled laboratories, say officials; currently, the TNMSC has contracts with 12 laboratories all over the country

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu
T Medical Services
Corporation

(TNMSC) has blacklisted
over 50 products — drugs
and injections — for failing
to meet quality control
norms since 2023,

According to data from
the TNMSC, an organisa-
tion that was established to
streamline the procure-
ment, storage and distribu-
tion of essential drugs for
government hospitals, 22
products were blacklisted
for quality failures during
2023-24.

During 2024-25, 26 pro-
ducts were blacklisted, in-
cluding 22 for quality-relat-
ed issues and four for
non-execution of purchase
orders.

A total of 14 products, all

Fnsuring quality control

The TNMSC was set up to streamline the procurement, storage, and
distribution of essential drugs to government hospitals

Products blacklisted by TNMSC in the recent past

Year No. of No. of
firms Reasons products Reasons
blacklisted | blacklisted
2 for non-execution
iggi' 5 of purchase orders 22 |Quality failures
3 on quality grounds
22 on quality
- grounds
igf 2 On quality grounds 26 D EEE—
5 4 for non-execution
of purchase orders  |§
2025 . . .
(till date) 1 On quality grounds 14 Quality failures

related to quality failures,
have been blacklisted so
far in 2025.

With regard to compa-
nies, the TNMSC blacklist-
ed five during 2023-24 (two
for non-execution of pur-

Source: The Hindu, 27 July 2025, p.6

chase orders and three on
quality grounds). While
two firms were blacklisted
during 2024-25, one has
been blacklisted on quality
grounds so far this year.
TNMSC officials said

Source: TNMSC

quality checks on medi-
cines were conducted as
per the relevant pharma-
copoeia (such as the Indian
Pharmacopoeia,  British
Pharmacopoeia, and Unit-
ed States Pharmacopoeia)
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at their entry level at ware-
houses through NABL-ac-
credited empanelled labo-
ratories.

In case of any adverse
reports from empanelled
laboratories, the same
drugs were re-tested at go-
vernment laboratories in
the State at Teynampet and
Guindy. Currently, the
TNMSC has contracts with
12 laboratories all over the
country.

The top reason for
blacklisting products is fai-
lure to meet quality stan-
dards, an official said.
Blacklisting is done for pro-
ducts due to quality fai-
lure/non-supply and for
companies as a whole.

According to the details
on the TNMSC's website,
“not of standard quality” is
the major reason cited for
blacklisting a particular
drug.

“Purchase orders not
executed” and “substan-
dard quality” are other
reasons. In fact, one drug
has been blacklisted for the
“presence of an iron piece
inside the tablet”.

For firms blacklisted
from 2024, misbranded
drugs is the main reason.

Warehouse monitoring
The TNMSC’s warehouses
are monitored through the
centralised portal — Drug
Distribution Management
System — for stock receipt,
sampling process, receipt
of lab reports, distribution
to medical institutions,
and its fund management.
The shelf life expired drugs
are disposed of through
biomedical waste manage-
ment agencies approved
by the Tamil Nadu Pollu-
tion Control Board once a
year, officials added.



Govt to renovate medical
college hostels at ¥50 crore

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu will
upgrade hostel buildings at-
tached to medical colleges
such as Madras Medical Col-
lege, Kilpauk, Stanley, Ma-
durai, and Coimbatore at a
cost of 50 crore.

The state health depart-
ment has given administra-
tive sanction for repairs to
hostel rooms, damaged floo-
ring, CCTV camera upgra-
des, and building a new cent-
ralised kitchen.

Institutions such as tho-
se in Erode, Karur, and
Thanjavur will also receive
funds for painting, new floo-
ring, and upgrading recrea-
tion areas. Chengalpet Govt
College old women'’s hostel
will be demolished and re-
constructed with four beds
per room. In the MMC hos-
tel, a new toilet for the disab-
led will be built.

Additional director of
medical education Dr E The-

ranirajan said the work will
begin within amonth. “In ci-
ty hostels, we are upgrading
rooms for UG students. The
olderrooms and commonac-
cessareas toowill be renova-
ted with better lighting, wall
painting, and tile work,” he
said. Some hostels have got
allocations up to 5 crore, he
added.

Source: The Times of India, 17 July 2025, p 2

FILEPHOTO

Medicos who walk from
Rajiv Gandhi Govt General
Hospital to the hostel on the
other side of the Park Town
flyover want better lighting
as it tends to gets dark after
six. “We need brighter high-
mastlamps at the entry. Stre-
et lights must be placed on
bothsidestoo,” saidaPG stu-

dent.

Swachh rankings: Chennai

38th in million-p.

Times NEews NETWORK

Trichy: The ministry of
housing and urban affairs
(MoHUA) on Thursday re-
leased the rankings of
Swachh Survekshan 2024-25,
the national cleanliness sur-
vey that evaluates cities for
various parameters such as
cleanliness, waste segrega-
tion, wastewater treatment
and citizen feedback.
Coimbatore, with a score
of 8,347 marks, secured 28th
rank among 40 cities in mil-
lion plus (10 lakh+ popula-
tion) category, while Chen-
nai and Madurai secured
ranks 38 and 40 respectively
in the category. In the ‘big ci-
ties’ category (3-10 lakh pop-
ulation), Trichy with 8,239
marks secured rank 49
among 95 participants.
Madurai, which compet-
ed in the million plus cities
category, scored 4,823 out of
12,500 marks to come 40th.
Chennai with 6,822 marks
was placed at 38th spot.
While Trichy is the cleanest
TN city in the big cities cate-
gory, Coimbatore is the
cleanest in the million plus
category. In Tamil Nadu,

us category

CLEANLINESS SURVEY 2024-25

-~ National- State-
TN cities | Marks level rank | level rank Category
Coimbatore | 8,347 28 8 10 lakh +
. 3 lakh -
Trichy 8,239 49 9 10 lakh +
Chennai 6,822 38 104 10 lakh +
Madurai 4,823 40 543 10 lakh +

Coimbatore has maintained
its top position in its catego-
ry for the third consecutive
year.

Namakkal has been
awarded the title ‘Promising
Swachh Shehar’ of Tamil
Nadu. Tuticorin with 7,743
marks came second, and Ti-
rupur with 6,865 marks was
placed third in the state in
‘bigcities’ category.

According to the survey
results, under eight major in-
dicators, Coimbatore -city
achieved 100% cleanliness in
residential areas, market ar-
eas, and water bodies. How-
ever, in door-to-door collec-
tion and source segregation,
the city has achieved only
40% and 25% , respectively.

Source: The Times of India, 18 July 2025, p 2
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Commenting on areas for
improvement, a senior offi-
cer of Coimbatorecity corpo-
ration said, “These results
are based on random sam-
ples. The door-to-door collec-
tion has been effectively im-
plemented. However, source
segregation needs more at-
tention and awareness
among people. Advanced
processing facilities require
at least 80% segregated
waste, which remains a chal-
lenge when people are hesi-
tanttofollow the guidelines.”
Last year, Swachh survey
2023 was conducted for 9,500
marks in two categories—ci-
ties with more than 1 lakh
population and those with
less than1lakh population.



Dengue cases up 80% in TN in
1 yr, 23% spike in chikungunya

SIDDHARTH PRABHAKAR
@ Chennai

DENGUE cases in Tamil Nadu
have increased by 80% till June
this year in comparison to the
previous vear, according to data
tabled by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare in
the Lok Sabha on Friday

The ministry said that while
THNrecorded 4,778 dengue cases
till June in 2024, the figure has
increased to 8,558 this vear.
Correspondingly, there has also
been a 23% increase in chikun-
gunva cases in TN, with the
numbers climbing from 1,310 in
2024 to 1,612 in 2025 in the first
six months, the data indicated.

This comes on the back of
the state recording 27,378 den-
gue cases and 13 deaths in 2024,
the highest in TN in the last six

vears, as per data on the web-
site of Directorate General of
Health Services of the union
government.

Former state Director of
Public Health { DPH) and public
health expert Dr K Kolan-
daisamy said that states like
Kerala and TN have better pub-
lic health measures and more
intense testing which results in
higher number of cases.

“A better indicator of the
data should be cases per one
lakhof populationwhich would
help understand the spread of
the disease,” he said.

Dr T S Selvavinayvagam, Di-
rector of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine, said the
data was a reflection of a good
surveillance system that exists
in Tamil Nadu. The official
pointed out that as per the data
presented in Lok Sabha, 24 of
the 36 states and union territo-
ries simply said there was no
inecrease in cases, and hence
stated the data lacked adeguate
context.

“There is absolutely no need
for panic and we are all fully
prepared to handle if at all
there any challenges,” he said.

{With inputs from
Sinduja Jane)

Source: The New Indian Express, 26 July 2025, p.7

Child-specific iron dose must to check
anaemia: State planning commission

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: The state’s pro-
gramme to provide weekly
iron and folic acid supple-
mentation for children with
anaemia 1s insufficient, ne-
cessitating a shift to therape-
utic iron dosing, the state
planning commission has sa-
id.In itsreporton ‘Child Nut-
rition — Key Challenges and
Strategies’, the commission
recommended that the state
focus on the first 1,000 days of
life but extend interventions
to pre-pregnancy and adole-
scence to reduce malnutri-

tion. Experts in the team sug-
gested a more individualised
approachtotreatment, where
theirondosageisdetermined
by the severity of the child's
anaemia, age, weight, and re-
sponse to treatment

As corrective measure af-
ter the National Family He-
alth Survey, the state laun-
ched a pilot project—a colla-
boration by NHM, DPH, and
ICDS—for early detection
and intervention for malnut-
rition in children aged 0-6 ye-
ars. In March 2022, out of 44
lakh children enrolled in
ICDS, the project identified

Source: The Times of India, 8 July 2025, p 4

10,26,283 undernourished
children across all districts.
A school health team atta-
ched to the health depart-
ment assessed all these child-
ren and found 43.68% were
undernourished. Children
requiring medical interven-
tion were referred to nearby
facilities, and those with nut-
rition issues were followed
up. Common complications
observed in these children in-
cluded anaemia (78%), vita-
min deficiency (2%), and in-
fections (5%). Boys were mo-
re affected (56%) across all
age groups, and the 3-6 years
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age group showed the highest
prevalence of complications
(43%), with 517 childreninthe
0-6 months age group also af-
fected (3.1%).

Contributors to the repor-
t—including commission
member Dr J Amalorpava-
nathan and its head of health
and social welfare Dr G N Kri-
pa—recommended haemog-
lobin assessments twice a ye-
ar for adolescent girls. The
status of anaemia among
children should be a recur-
ring agenda item in monthly
school management commit-
tee meetings, it said.



State Govt Announces Master Health Check-Up For Construction Workers. It's A Start, Say
Experts But More Needs To Be Done For Unorganised Workers Across Various Sectors

ON THE JOB, BUT OFF THE

R Geetha & Priti Narayan

t the recent presenta-
tion on the 2025-2026
budget, the Tamil
Nadu govt announced
hat a master health
check-up scheme will belaunched
for members of the Tamil Nadu
Construction Workers Welfare
Board. This is a welcome move
by the state, but one that must be
followed by a serious consid-
eration of occupational
health for unorganised
workers across mul-
tiple sectors.
Informal sector
workers face nu-
merous health is-
sues at work that
are not given ade-
quate attention, such
as dermatitis, muscu-
lar and reproductive is-
sues due to lifting heavy
loads, and cancer due to exposure
to pesticides and other chemicals
across multiple sectors.
Silicosis, for example, an in-
curable disease caused by the
inhalation of silica dust, is a seri-
ous concern, causing severe res-
piratory symptoms. “Individuals
who have any sustained exposure
tosilica dust are likely to develop
silicotic diseases,” says Dr R
Manivelan, state nodal officer for
occupational health and safety at
the Directorate of medical and
rural health services. “This in-
cludes workers in construction
and all allied sectors, including

DANGERS ON SITE:
Informal sector
workers face issues at
work that are not given
adequate attention such
as silicosis, an incurable
disease caused by
the inhalation of
silica dust

those involved
in demolition
and clearing of
debris, and stone
quarry workers.” Ks-

timates say 52 million
people in India are employed in
these jobs.

However, silicosis is severely
underreported. It is a notifiable
disease under the Factories Act,
1948, which mandates that work-
ers are protected and that inci-
dences of silicosis are reported to
the chief inspector. But the Act
does not cover informal workers
who do not work in factories.
Health officials are also reluctant
to decisively diagnose silicosis,
given the bureaucratic complica-
tions of notification, and the fact
that the responsibility for the
health of informal workers can-

Source: The Times of India, 7 July 2025, p 6

GRID OF HEALTH

not be pinned on a single com-
pany or employer.

Following hundreds of deaths
from the disease in Gujarat, the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion succeeded in 2016 in demand-
ing Z3 lakh as compensation for
families of workers who had suc-
cumbed to the disease. Given the
large number of construction
workers in TN, the govt must set
up silicosis wings, or broader oc-
cupational health wings in every
govt hospital. “Mobile medical
units are fitted with pulmonary
function testing capacities. They
must be used proactively to test
workers, and initiatives must be
taken by doctors at hospitals and
primary healthcare centres to
proactively diagnose and report
the disease,” says Dr Manivelan.

All informal workers must

ARaju

receive a health card and be
surveyed annually for occupa-
tional health concerns. The
govt must develop and imple-
ment a holistic approach to oc-
cupational health, diseases and
safety at the workplace. Acci-
dents, fatal and nonfatal, loss of
limbs and other debilitation
also need to be attended to in
terms of prevention, treatment,
compensation and rehabilita-
tion. The Employees’ State In-
surance (ESI) introduced by Dr
Ambedkar through tripartite
consultations is a globally ac-
claimed scheme, but is not
available to informal workers.
A parliamentary standing com-
mittee has recommended allo-
cating 3% of the Union budget
for social security for unorgan-
ised workers who contribute to
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65% of the country’s GDP, but
this has not been implemented
yet.

Medical surveillance is essen-
tial for all informal workers, in-
cluding periodic tests for antici-
pated health issues in specific
occupations, says Dr Manivelan.
The state has the infrastructure
to do this, it just needs the will,
and closer coordination between
the labour and health depart-
ments for diagnosis and notifica-
tion, he adds.

To get a clear picture of occu-
pational health risks and pat-
terns, govt hospitals must also
collect data on the occupation of
patients when they report health
concerns, says M Krishnamurthy
(need his full name), president of
the Tamil Nadu Manual Workers
Union. Welfare boards must pro-
vide compensation for job loss
and wage loss, not just for injuries
at the workplace, because work-
ers often struggle to find work
again when they fallill. “They are
seen as vulnerable, not produc-
tive. That is not an acceptable
view of workers struggling with-
out security or benefits.”

(R Geetha is advisor to the
Unorganised Workers’
Federation, and Priti Narayan
is assistant professor in the

Department of Geography at

the University of

British Columbia)

Email your feedback with
name and address

to southpole.toi
(@timesofindia.com



A ‘Pee Mapping’ Programme In Chennai Shows The Potential Of Citizen Data To Drive

Reforms, Not Just In Sanitation But Across Govt Services Such As Property Registration

WHEN PUBLIC
TOILETS OFFER
LESSONS IN
CIVICPOLICY

G Ananthakrishnan

ikea game of snakes and ladders, Tamil

Nadu'’s sanitation initiatives move up

in the numbers game for a while but

slide back frustratingly and start over

gain. A decade after the Swachh

Bharat Mission focused on building more toilets

for individual households and public places in

rural and urban areas, most of the early toilets

were dismantled. The current focus is on map-

ping the hotspots in public places where people
let go in nature because there are no toilets.

Chennai leads this initiative with a ‘pee map-
ping’ programme, where the public is invited to
click on a pin on a webpage and drop it at a spe-
cific location to indicate where open urination
is taking place. Citizens are also encouraged to
upload a photo of the site, describe who typi-
cally uses it and mention its characteristics —
whether it is near a tree, wall, pavement, open
land or abandoned building. The initiative is part
of the International Toilet Festival (ITF) 3.0,
which runs till July 5.

The outcome of the crowdsourced data will
e watched keenly: But thefact that problem spots
need to be mapped again shows how the Swachh
Bharat Mission Urban steel toilets, installed at
considerable public cost, have failed in many
places.

Under SBM-U 2.0, Tamil Nadu has approvals
for 20,564 public and community toilet seats, be-
hind Maharashtra (31,358) and Uttar Pradesh
(23,994), but ahead of West Bengal (17,154), not
counting household latrines, as per recent Union
govt data.

The state has also tried its hand at toilet in-
novation. Since 2016, ithas installed self-cleaning,
low-water eToilets at various locations. In 2018,
Duke University in North Carolina, US, set upa
reinvented version of the conventional toilet at
a textile mill in Coimbatore. This model treated
and reused liquid waste for flushing, while dis-
posing of solids through combustion. These solu-
tions were meant to scale up and solve the basic
problem that is now back on the drawing board.

Coimbatore is now planning a pilot for ‘She
Toilets’, inspired by similar models in north In-
dian states. Chennai has constructed traditional
brick-and-mortar toilets at a few locations, but
many are either unusable or too filthy Madurai
isbuilding 11 toilets under SBM-U, including two
community facilities.

Public toilets were nevera hot political trend,
unlike summer water booths which provide
politicians of all shades an opportunity to dis-
play party colours, personalities and flags. But
the absence of accessible urinals remainsama-
jor hurdle for gig workers, autorickshaw and taxi
drivers and pushcart vendors who spend long
hours outdoors. Men find convenient spots along
roads, notably near rundown buildings, garbage
bins, behind parked vehiclesand in dark corners.
Things are more difficult for women. The excep-
tions are police personnel who use washrooms
in any nearby building.

The steel eToilets, each set up at 74.5 lakh,
were welcomed as a breakthrough for
their automatic cleaning and
floor-washing features. u!é
Strangely, they were often A
simply locked up and
later dismantled. The
spots where they
once stood now
show up on maps
as open urination
sites.

As part of the
ITF, a study group
inspected facili-
ties at Triplicane
in Chennai, and
made predictable
observations: Toilets
for disabled users ex-
isted, but wheelchair ac-
cess was unsafe or imprac-
tical; units had broken doors
or fixtures; odour and hygiene is-
sues were glaring and there was ‘signage
confusion’ — washrooms for both men and
women had pink boards.

These insights should improve upcoming
facilities. Greater Chennai Corporation’s Nam-
ma Chennai app, and its variants used in Tam-
baram, Avadi, Coimbatore and other corpora-
tions, could go a step further by incorporating
feedback on toilet needs, as opposed to just qual-
ity of available facilities.

Crowdsourced mapping to identify sanitation
blackspots is not new. It has been used to report
flood-prone areas after heavy rain. The mobile
app Safetipin, launched a citizen-led rating sys-
tem for public space safety, tracking lighting,
visibility, openness, security, transport access

Source: The Times of India, 2 July 2025, p 6

ity plan. Buta quick user
poll might have pinpointed
which streets in the city and
suburbs need minibus services.
Similarly, Chennaimetrorail users
could be asked which stations lack last-
mile connectivity and where those links should
20, using the same dropped pin method.

Pedestrians, the most neglected group of road
users, could help map areas in need of safe cross-
ings or stricter enforcement. Citizens could also
report non-functioning traffic signals or poorly
lit intersections, helping the police respond
faster.

Similar tools based on the pee point example
could help identify which offices in the registra-
tion or transport departments are hardest to
navigate. Citizens could be asked whether they
were forced to pay bribes at a particular govt
office for property registration, or to a village
administrative officer to obtain a patta.

There are credible research organisations to

TEN Vol. 1 Issue 7 | July 2025 | Page 54

FILE PICS.

CRACKS IN THE
SYSTEM: Chennai has
built brick-and-
mortar toilets in some
areas, but most are
either in disrepair or
t00 unhygienic to use

ments to conduct reforms.

‘When the pee point survey launched, its non-
govt partners cited the “in front of our eyes”
nature of the problem that makes it easy for
citizens to mark it on amap. This applies to many
other civic issues too, that make urban living
challenging, in particular for the elderly and
those living with a disability.

The judiciary has already responded to such
concerns. The Supreme Court, for example, has
directed the Centre to frame accessibility rules
and upheld citizens’ right to unobstructed foot-
paths. Civic agencies could be asked to poll pub-
lic views on such issues.

As managers like to say, what gets measured
gets managed. It could begin with toilets and
expand to everything else that can be usefully
measured.

(The writer is a Chennai-based journalist)

Email your feedback with name and
address to southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com



Environment

Planning panel report shows increase in built-up area over 30 years has fuelled heat stress

6 S5

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An analysis by the Tamil
Nadu State Planning Com-
mission (SPC) reveals that
rising temperatures, dri-
ven by urban sprawl, de-
forestation, and changing
land use, are putting peo-
ple, ecosystems, and in-
frastructure at increasing
risk.

Titled, “Urban Growth
and Thermal Stress: A De-
cadal Assessment of Built-
Up Area and Climate Inte-
ractions in Tamil Nadu”,
the study builds on the Ta-
mil Nadu Heat Mitigation
Strategy (2024) and inte-
grates three decades of da-
ta, using satellite imagery,
elevation models, and cli-
mate reanalysis to present,

possibly for the first time, a
block-level understanding
of heat exposure across the
State.

The study report, sub-
mitted to Chief Minister
MK. Stalin on Monday,
confirms what many urban
residents have long felt —
cities are becoming hotter,
faster.

Blocks such as Chennai
(with 74% built-up area as
of 2015), Coimbatore, and
Tiruppur have seen signifi-
cant urban sprawl that di-
rectly correlates with rising
land surface temperatures.
These changes not only
worsen thermal discom-
fort but also strain infras-
tructure and  energy
systems.

Out of 389 blocks ana-
lysed, 94 showed severe

long-term increases in tem-
perature, while 64 current-
ly experience extreme heat
stress.  Significantly, 25
blocks - including parts of
Chennai, Karur, and Rama-
nathapuram - fall into
both categories, making
them the most vulnerable
hotspots in Tamil Nadu.

Traditionally cooler
high-altitude regions such
as Kodaikanal, Udhaga-
mandalam, and Yercaud
are no longer climate re-
fuges.

These regions have re-
corded noticeable warm-
ing, up to 0.7°C in Kodaika-
nal and 1.2°C in Tiruttani,
due to forest degradation
and tourism-driven deve-
lopment. Seventeen of the
highly heat-intensified
blocks are in hilly terrain,

Members of the State Planning Commission submitting the reports
to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

raising urgent concerns
about biodiversity and
habitat loss.

Under future climate
scenarios (RCP 4.5 and
8.5), Tamil Nadu could ex-
perience annual air tem-
perature increases of 0.9°C
to 2.7°C by 2050. Such
changes threaten crop via-

bility, water security, and
public health — especially
for vulnerable groups such
as outdoor workers and
the elderly, the report
points out.

The Universal Thermal
Comfort Index for Tamil
Nadu now registers “strong
heat stress” in multiple dis-

tricts, signalling not only
rising temperatures but al-
so the direct impact of heat
on human health and daily
life.

According to the SPC re-
port, over 3,025 sq. km. of
forest cover has been lost
in the last two decades, ac-
cording to the Tamil Nadu
State Land Use Research
Board (TNSLURB). These
losses alter surface albedo,
reduce  evapotranspira-
tion, and accelerate the Ur-
ban Heat Island effect.
Meanwhile, once-cultivat-
ed lands have been either
built upon or left fallow,

which further degrades the
State’s  climate  buffer
zZones.

Blocks such as Sripe-
rumbudur, Poonamallee,
and Kundrathur - peri-ur-

ban zones with little built-
up area in 1985 — have ra-
pidly urbanised and now
record high heat intensi-
ties. Coastal districts, al-
ready vulnerable to sea-le-
vel rise and cyclonic
activity, are doubly ex-
posed to extreme heat,
making integrated adapta-
tion planning essential.

Effective strategies

To effectively combat ris-
ing heat levels across Tamil
Nadu, the report urgently
calls for climate-sensitive
planning, particularly in
urban, peri-urban, and hil-
ly regions.

Integrating green infras-
tructure like parks, green
roofs, and permeable sur-
faces into city planning can
reduce the Urban Heat Is-

land Effect, while updated
building codes should
mandate passive cooling
features, green cover, and
rainwater harvesting.

In peri-urban and hill
areas, land suitability map-
ping, regulated construc-
tion, and afforestation are
essential to prevent ecolog-
ical degradation, the re-
port says.

The study recommends
enhanced heat monitoring
through a real-time dash-
board combining satellite
and ground data, especial-
ly in rural and data-scarce
areas, and embedding heat
exposure indicators into
planning frameworks such
as Master Plans and Smart
City proposals to prioritise
interventions in vulnerable
blocks.

Source: The Hindu, 8 July 2025, p.6

TN’s block-level heat stress mapping rings alarm bells

Decadal study finds 25 blocks in 10 districts falling under ‘extremely heat-stressed’ category

SY KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chencal

TAMIL Nadu released the state's
first-ever block-level spatial anal-
vsis of heat exposure on Monday
The decadal study, conducted by
the Tamil Nadu State Land Use
Research Board and State Plan-
ning Commission, confirms that
rising urbanisation and loss of
natural land cover are driving a
dangerous surge in local temper-
atures across the state,

Out of 389 development blocks,
the study found that 94 have ex-
perienced significant decadal in
creases in heat stress, while 64
blocks are currently enduring
higher-than-state-average tem-
peratures, even if they haven't
seen long-term trends.

Critically, 25 blocks which fall
under 10 districts — Chennai,
Chengalpattu, Karur, Madurai,
Pudukkottai, Ramanathapuram,
Sivagangai, Tiruchy, Tirunelveli
and Tiruvallur — fall under the
‘extremely heat-stressed’ catego-
ry in both assessments. The
study found that many of the
blocks that fall under both criti-
cal categories are associated with
intensive urban development or
proximity to industrial belts.

“These blocks are of particu-
lar concern as they represent ar-
eas where temperatures have
both increased significantly over
tlime and are curvently above the
state average, indicating persist-
ent and intensifying thermal
stress,” the report states.

The findings draw a direct link
between land use change — espe-
cially built-up area expansion
and temperature For in-
stance, Chennai's built-up area
grew from 48% of its total area in
1885 to 74% in 2015. St. Thomas
Mount in Chengalpattu district
saw a staggering fivefold increase
in built-up footprint, surpassing
even the capital in relative
growth. In these urban and peri-
urban zones, temperatures have
risen by up to 2 degree Celsius
above the state average in just
two decades.

J Jeyaranjan, executive vice
chairman of State Planning
Commission, said Tamil Nadu is
witnessing rapid urbanisation
and economic growth, but this
progress comes with significant
climate challenges. “This study
provides eritical insights into
how urban expansion and land
use changes affect local climate

WORRYING TREND

o Increase in built-up
footprint: The findings
draw a direct link between land use
thange, especially built-up area
expansion, and (emperature rise

9 Intensifying thermal
stress: Aptween
2000-2005 and 2018-2023,
night-time land serface
temperatures rose by nearly 4
tegree Celsius in major urban
cenitres like Chennal, Salem,
[oimbatore and Tiruchi

9 Night-time discomfort:
Across the state, average
night-time LST increased by
degree Celsius, indicating
widespread thermal stress

conditions at the block level.
Such research is essential for en-
suring that policies are backed
by data and that development re-
mains sustainable. Moving for-
ward, the integration of climate
data into land use planning, en-
forcement of urban regulations,
and increased investments in
green and blue infrastructure
must be prioritised.”

Oneof the study's key insights
is the growing severity of night-

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 July 2025, p.4

time land surface temperatures
(LST) — a metric linked to heat
retention and human discomfort.
Between 2000-2005 and 2018-2023,
night-time LST rose by nearly 4
degree Celsius in major urban
centres like Chennai, Salem,
Coimbatore and Tiruchy. Across
the state, average night-time LST
increased by 2 degree Celsius, in-
dicating widespread thermal
stress,

The combined effect of re-
duced vegetation and increased
impervious surfaces like con-
crete has amplified the urban
heat island (UHI) effect, particu-
larly in fastexpanding zones and
ecologically sensitive hilly ter-
rain. With thermal discomfort
days projected to increase from
107 to 150 days per vear by 2050,
the report warns that urban heat
is becoming a major public
health and infrastructure risk.
his is not a future problem —
it’s happening now. And unl
we adapt at the micro level, bloc
by block, we will see cascading
impacts on agriculture, health,
water security, and the economy,™
the report states.

The report recommencds amul-
tipronged approach, including
integrating thermal data into lo-
cal planming, enforcing climate-
sensitive building codes, and in-
vesting in nature-based solutions
like blue-green infrastructure
and urban forests. A separate re-
port titled *Framework for Na-
ture-based Solution (NbS) for en-
hancing Urban Resilience in Tier
2cities’ also by the state planning
commission, highlights the po-
tential of NbS to reduce disaster
risks, improve urban liveability
and restore ecosystem services,
It also touches upon the impor
tance of early intervention in
tier 2 cities to avoid unsustaina-
ble development.
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Only 2% of mines have high
potential for eco restoration

A
These mines are primarily located in
Ariyalur and Salem districts |

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Chennai

THE state planning cominission
has identified B8 out of 5,051
mines in Tamil Nadu as having
high potential for ecological res-
toration. These mines, account-
ing for roughly 2% of the total in
the state, are primarily located in
Ariyalur and Salem districts,
Among the identified sites, lime-
stone, magnesite and vermiculite
mines were the most prominent.
While Ariyvalur and Salem host
the majority of these high-poten-
tial mines, Tamil Nadu’s only
vermiculite mine is situated in
Tirupattur district. In contrast,
districts like Dindigul and Coim-
bhatore showed lower restoration
potential, mainly due to the na-
ture of their mineral resources.
The report said 394 mines (7.8%)
have a moderate potential for res-
toration, whereas 4,569 mines
(90.4%) possess a low potential,
The report noted that the mines
that have high and moderate po-
tential for restoration are ejther
owned by corporate entities or
the government, making them
highly feasible for collaborative

restoration efforts.

These findings were disclosed
from a study titled “Identification
of potential mine sites in Tamil
Nadu for restoration or assess-
ment of mining sites using ge-
ospatial information”, conducted
by the Tamil Nadu State Land
Use Research Board of the State
Planning Commission in part-
nership with Botanical Services,
Auroville.

Of the 40 mines selected for
field surveys, assessments have
been completed for 37. Among
these, six mines were found to
have high restoration potential -
Walayar limestone mine (ACC
Cements), Perivathirukonam
limestone mine (Dalmia), Dholi-
patti limestone mine (Chettinad
Cements), Maravaperungudi
limekankar mine (Rameo), Otta-
koil limestone mine (Ultratech
Cements) and Alathiyur lime-
stone mine (Ramco).

Restoration efforts led by the
respective corporate owners at
these sites are already under way
In addition, eight other mines
were identified as having moder-
ate potential for restoration.




Sharp Heat Stress Attributed to Big Increase In Built- UpArea ,Shrmklng Green Cover, Depleted Wetlands

REMAINS HOT

Vivek. imesofindia.com

hennai is burning — and it’s

not just the afternoon sun.

While a climate assessment

reveals the city’s built-up area
surged from 48% to 74% over the past
30 years, researchers caution that con-
crete alone isn’t to blame. The study
states that rising nighttime tempera-
tures and growing heat stress are the
result of a complex mix of factors —
shrinking green cover, depleted wet-
lands, disrupted wind flow, and chang-
ingland surface temperatures — point-
ing to a deeper urban ecological crisis
beyond just real estate growth.

The decadal assessment by the State
Planning Commission has raised red
flags on the intensifying heat stress
across Tamil Nadu, with the capital city
and its sprawling suburbs identified
among the most vulnerable zones. The
study, titled ‘Urban Growth and Ther-
mal Stress’, provides a block-level anal-
ysis of land use changes and their im-
pact on local climate patterns, under-
scoring the growing influence of urban
expansion on temperature spikes.

“There is no scientific evidence to
prove that built-up area alone is a direct
cause. It is a complex system that has
multiple parameters—local ecosystem,
overallland surface heat, reduced green
cover, wind flow, depleting water bodies
— are also contributors,” said Sudha
Ramen, who led the study.

As per the study, Chennai not only
experienced a steep rise in surface and
air temperatures over the past two dec-
ades but is also among the 25 blocks
across the state facing both long-term
and immediate heat stress. What makes
the findings more concerning is the
state-wide pattern: 94 blocks have un-
dergone significant warming since 1985,
while 64 blocks are currently experienc-
ing above-average heat intensity, even
if they didn’t show long-term trends.
Eleven districts, including Karur, Ram-
anathapuram, Tiruppur, and Coim-
batore, are now classified as highly

heat-vulnerable.

Interestingly, the report points out
that coastal districts like Nagapattinam
and Thoothukudi, traditionally buff-
ered by sea breeze, are witnessingarise
in nighttime land surface temperatures
(LST), possibly due to shrinking green
cover and urban sprawl. “Increasing
oceanic temperature is also contribut-
ing to the heat stress along coastal areas,
added Sudha.

Meanwhile, hill regions such as Ko-
daikanal and the Nilgiris, once consid-
ered climate refuges, are warming due
to unregulated construction and loss of
forest cover. Between 2000 and 2023, over
3,000 sgkm of forest area waslostin TN,
the study noted. Blocks that saw more
than 20% increase in construction foot-
print over three decades — including
parts of Coimbatore, Salem, Madurai,
and Trichy — witnessed some of the
steepest spikes in surface heat. In Chen-

nai’s case, LST rose by nearly 4°C during
night hours compared to the early 2000s.

Calling for urgent climate-sensitive
urban planning, the report urges the
state to integrate heat stress indicators
into smart city missions, urban zoning
laws, and infrastructure development.
It recommends enforcing green build-
ing codes, restoring wetlands, and in-
centivising blue-green infrastructure
such as rooftop gardens and urban
ponds. “The report should serve as a
climate alarm bell,” says an official with
the environment department.

MERCURIAL
CHENNAI

> Night-time
Land Surface
Temperature
(LST) increased
by nearly 4°C
(2000-2023)

(up from 48%
in 1985)

CHENNAI FEATURED AMONG 25 MOST
HEAT-VULNERABLE BLOCKS IN TAMIL
NADU. OTHER BLOCKS INCLUDE

Karur | Ramanathapuram |
Theni | St Thomas Mount (Chengalpet)

CLIMATE RED FLAGS
> Forest cover loss  over state average
in 20 years: it

» Coastal districts
3,025 sgkm and hilly terrains
> 11 districts show  turning into new
more than2°Crise  hotspots
REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS
> Block-level heat solutions (urban
action plans forests, green roofs)
> Climate-sensitive > Protection of
urban zoning wetlands and hill
> Nature-based ecosystems

Source: The Times of India, 8 July 2025, p 2

‘Focus should be on improving climate resilience’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Soumya Swaminathan,
chairperson, MS Swami-
nathan Research Founda-
tion (MSSRF), said the
creation of the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NA-
BARD) was a visionary
step, and over the last 44
years, it has made some
considerable
accomplishments.
Speaking at the 44"
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of NABARD, she said
both the MSSRF and NA-
BARD were coming togeth-

Soumya Swaminathan, chairperson, MSSRF, and Minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan, releasing a souvenir at an event on Friday. k. RAGU

er for the ‘Climate Smart
Village’ project. “Weather
fluctuations due to climate
change are here to stay. So,
we have to focus on im-
proving climate resilience,

Source: The Hindu, 19 July 2025, p.2

especially for [the benefit
of ] farmers and fishermen.
We have just started a pro-
gramme called Climate
Smart Village in Nagapatti-
nam and Mayiladuthurai.

We look at how to optimal-  to thrive,” he added.
ly use natural resources R. Anand, Chief General
and how to plan for the fu-  Manager of NABARD Tamil

ture,” she added.

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said agriculture’s
share in Tamil Nadu’s
Gross Domestic Product
has been decreasing, par-
ticularly, as there had been
a surge in electronics
goods manufacturing over
the last few years.

“It is vital for the health
of society that the right
kind of support is provided
to enable small and medi-
um farming organisations
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Nadu Regional Office, said
funds of over %50,000
crore had been disbursed
in Tamil Nadu in the finan-
cial year 2024-25 for build-
ing infrastructure and agri-
cultural refinance. He
noted that this was the
highest quantum of funds
disbursed by NABARD to
any State in the country.

V. Srinivasan, General
Manager, Reserve Bank of
India, and P.S, Harikrish-
naraj, General Manager,
NABARD, Tamil Nadu Re-
gional Office, also spoke.



TNPDCL carbon
emissions rise by
47% in three years

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Power
Distribution Corporation
Ltd’s (TNPDCL) carbon emis-
sions for 2023-24 rose to 83.05
mn tonnes — a 47% increase
from 2020-21 — according to a
study. The increasing power
demand, the discom’s failure
to meet renewable energy
purchase obligations (RPO),
and the short-term power
purchases beyond the appro-
ved limits are cited as the ma-
jorfactorsfortheincrease.

The study conducted by
Auroville Consulting, a UN-
backed NGO for sustainable
practices, said TNPDCL's
emission factor (EF) excee-
ded the national average of
0.73 tonnes of CO:/yMWh and
stood at 0.75 tCO:/MWh in
2023-24. TNPDCL'’s emission
factor breached the national
average after four years. Du-
ring the pandemic, in 2020-21,
the discom’s emission factor
touched its lowest point at
0.65tCO2/MWh.

Though the share of rene-
wable power in the overall
energy mix has been steadily
increasing, TNPDCL has not
been meeting the RPO target.
In 2023-24, TNPDCL met only

9% of the total electricity re-
quirements from renewable
energy sources, while it sho-
uld have procured 27% of RE
power as per policy manda-
tes.

Tamil Nadu is one of the
green power-rich states with
acumulative installed capaci-
ty of 23,056MW, including
wind, solar, and hydro plants.
Yet, at least 25% of the power
demand was met through
short-term power procure-
ments. The dependence on po-
wer markets to meet the de-
mand has reflected in the
emissions, as the short-term
procurement emissions pea-
ked at 22.75mn tonnes of CO:
in 2023-24. Pointing out that
the reduced efficiency of the
existing thermal stations al-
so contributed to the spike in
emissions, the firm recom-
mended a roadmap to meet
the RPO targets of TNPDCL,
modernisation of thermal
plants, and incorporation of
emission metrics at the plan-
ning level to align with decar-
bonisation targets.

"Tamil Nadu wants to
achieve net-zero goal by 2030
and has been implementing
projects keeping the target in
mind,” said TNGECL MD
Aneesh Sekhar.

Source: The Times of India, 12 July 2025, p 6
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Study of pollution
data from Ennore
thermal power plants
shows violations

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A study by the Save Ennore
Creek campaign has found
severe emission violations
by thermal power plants
(TPPs), based on the real-
time air pollution data of
the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB)
from November 2024 to Ja-
nuary 2025.

The report ‘Breathless
in Ennore - 2025, conduct-
ed by Durga Moorthy, esta-
blished the non-com-
pliance with statutory
emission norms using on-
line continuous emission
monitoring systems
(OCEMS) as directed by the
Central Pollution Control
Board under the Air (Pre-
vention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1981.

The study of data from
three power plants, includ-
ing North Chennai thermal
power station 1 and 2 and
the NTPC Tamilnadu Ener-
gy company limited
(NTECL), has shown more
than 50% violation in emis-
sion standards.

The study took hourly
average of continuous
stack emission monitoring
data from TPPs in Ennore
and was assessed from
TNPCB’s Care Air Centre
(CAC) for three months
during winter.

The CAC portal checks
parameters of particulate
matter (PM), nitrogen ox-
ides (NOx) and Sulfur diox-
ide (502) that ought to be
monitored for each stack
emission source. A total of
24 stack parameters were
studied.

In NCTPS-1, overall non
compliance was 23% with
parameters for SO2 at 23%,
NOx - 23% and PM - 22%.

For NCTPS-2 , with two un-
its, it indicated 100% over-
all non-compliance and fi-
nally, NTECL had an
overall non-compliant of
40% emission level. The
NTECL, which has three
units, non-compliance was
recorded at 95% for SO2,
13% for NOx and 14% for
PM.

Responding to the data,
Tangedco said in a press
release that during unit
outages of the NCTPS 1and
2 the parameters would be
available and the data of
the PM, SO2 and NOx,
would be available in the
CAC portal.

Also during the assess-
ment period of three
months mentioned in the
report, an annual overhaul
was carried out for Unit 1
and Unit 3 of NTCPS-1 and
Unit 1 for NCTPS-2.

As per the TNPCB web-
site all the parameters have
been found to be within
the permissible limit, ex-
cept SO2.

It is proposed to instal
an FGD as per the Centre’s
latest guidelines, to correct
this value.

Tangedco said the issues
raised in the report regard-
ing stack emission non
compliance and data quali-
ty from thermal power
plants will be analysed too.

However, it also pointed
out that several measures
were being taken as per
norms of equipping the
stacks of thermal plants
with OCEMs, inbuilt alarm
and regulatory mechanism
to monitor and automati-
cally alert if the emission
exceeds permissible limits
and constitution of moni-
toring team for collecting
and submitting OCEMS, as
per NGT orders.

Source: The Hindu, 17 July 2025, p.2



34% of groundwater overexploited,
Chennai, Salem among worst-hit

S5V KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennal AT ROCK BOTTOM

TAMIL NADU is among the
worst-affected states in terms
of groundwater overexploita-
tion, with 106 out of 313 ground-
water assessment units classi-
fied as overexploited, according
to a report by the Central
Ground Water Authority
(CGWA) submitted to the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT).

The report, based on data
submitted by states last month
in a prescribed format, pointed
out that while Tamil Nadu re-
stricts No Objection Certifi-
cates (NOCs) for groundwater
extraction in critical and
overexploited areas for domes-
tic use, infrastructure develop-
ment, and non-water-intensive
industries, the enforcement of
these norms has been
inconsistent.

Based on court orders, 492 il-
legal groundwater extraction
units were sealed in Tamil
Nadu. However, unlike states
such as Punjab and Harvana,
the state has no provision to
impose tariffs or collect envi-
ronmental compensation from
violators, according to the
CGWA report. “NOCshave only
been issued to water-based in-
dustries located in safe and
semi-critical areas, not in over
exploited zones.”

Among the worst-affected
districts in the state are Chen-
nai, Coimbatore, Salem,
Dindigul, Mayiladuthurai, Vel-
lore, and Tirupattur. In Chen-
nai, 13 of the 16 groundwater
assessment units are overex-
ploited - an alarming 81.25%.
Nationally, Punjab has the
highest proportion of overex-
ploited units (115), while Rajas-

District Total | o oraxploited | Percentage

units
Tirupattur 4 ' 100%:
Salem 1% 13 92.86% [
Vellore 6 5 8333% I
Chennal 16 13 81.25% I

Mayiladuthurai 4

75%

Dindigul 10 70% N

Coimbatore 1 63.64% NG
GROUNDWATER > *
ASSESSMENT LN
UNITS ',

- ¥
i =

Safe Nl

e iy -
' T 639% ©
20 - Critical

40.48% 55 |15 g
~ Semicrifl

than tops in absolute numbers
(214), followed by Uttar Pradesh
(132) and Harvana (88). Harya-
na has enforced tariff-based re-
strictions in overexploited
zones, generating ¥156.38 crore
in revenue. Punjab has collect-
ed F4.54 crore as groundwater
compensation charges from 220
units and ¥10.12 crore from
1,281 units for non-compliance,
official data show. Karnataka,
which has 45 overexploited
taluks, has not imposed envi-
ronmental compensation vet
but issues NOCs with strict

Source: The New Indian Express, 26 July 2025, p.4

conditions - valid only for two
yvears and mandating 100% re-
charge measures. Kerala re-
ported three blocks as ‘critical’
but none overexploited.

The CGWA, citing the Envi-
ronment (Protection) Act, 1986,
urged all states to impose envi-
ronmental compensation for il-
legal extraction. It also pulled
up eight states and UTs, includ-
ing Delhi, West Bengal, Telan-
gana, Puducherry, and J&K, for
not submitting data, and re-
quested the NGT to issue direc-
tions for compliance.
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Five DRMs
transferred
in major
reshuffle

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ Chennai

IN the wake of aseriesof safe-
tv lapses and accidents in the
past 45 days, the Railway Board
has transferred the Divisional
Railway Managers (DRMs) of
Chennai, Madurai, and Tiruchy
divisions. The DRMs of Thiru-
vananthapuram and Palakkad
divisions under Southern Rail-
way have also been replaced.

The transfers are part of a
broader reshuffle involving 32
DRM-level changes across the
country. The move comes
against the backdrop of multi-
ple safety incidents, including
a passenger train crashing into
a school bus in Cuddalore, a
near-miss between two express
trains in the Kadambur-Kovil-
patti section, and a fire on a
freight train in Tiruvallur that
disrupted operations for anen-
tire day

According to the order is-
sued by the Railway Board,
IRSE officer Om Prakash Mee-
na has been appointed DRM of
Madurai, replacing Sharad
Srivastava.

In Tiruchy, Balak Ram Negi
takes over from MS Anbala-
gan, while Shailendra Singh
replaces B Vishwanath Eerva
as the new DRM of Chennai. In
Kerala, Divyakant Chandrakar
has been posted as the new
DRMof Thiruvananthapuram,
replacing Manish Thaplival.
Madhukar Roat has been ap-
pointed DRM of Palakkad, sue
ceeding Arun EKumar
Chaturvedi.



Most groundwater units
in city over-exploited:
Central agency’s survey

The CGWA report found that 33.87 % of the State’s assessed groundwater units are overused and
have exceeded the recharge capacity; 492 illegal groundwater extraction units have been sealed

WATER WATCH

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

ccording to a re-
A port from the Cen-
tral Ground Water

Authority (CGWA) of India,
Chennai’s groundwater cri-
sis remains acute, with ov-
er 80% of its assessed units
falling into the over-ex-
ploited category.

Of the 16 groundwater
assessment units in the ci-
ty, 13 are classified as over-
exploited, meaning that ex-
traction far exceeds re-
charge. Despite previous
efforts to augment surface
water sources, the city still
relies heavily on the
groundwater, particularly
in peripheral areas and
commercial zones.

Increase in water use
The situation is similar in
Chengalpattu. Of the eight
groundwater assessment
units, five are categorised
as over-exploited, and the
rest fall in the semi-critical
or critical categories. With
large-scale real estate deve-
lopments, industrial corri-
dors, and limited surface
water sources, the district
has seen a significant in-
crease in groundwater use.
The CGWA submitted
this report in response to a

Water crisis: All four groundwater ass

) -

essment units in Nagapattinam district have been classified as

saline, indicating that the groundwater is not suitable for drinking or irrigation without treatment.

suo motu case taken up by
the principal bench of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT). The case was based
on an article highlighting
that groundwater levels in
India are expected to fall to
‘low’ levels by 2025.

Kancheepuram district
presents a slightly better
scenario. Out of the five as-
sessment units, all are clas-
sified as safe.

Meanwhile, Nagapatti-
nam stands out not for ov-
er-extraction, but for salin-
ity issues.

All four groundwater as-
sessment units in the dis-
trict have been classified as
saline, indicating that the
available groundwater is

Source: The Hindu, 27 July 2025, p.5

Of the 16

groundwater
assessment units

in the city, 13

are classified as
over-exploited

not suitable for drinking or
irrigation without
treatment.

313 units evaluated

In Tamil Nadu, 313 ground-
water assessment units
have been evaluated. Of
them, 106 units, approxi-
mately 33.87%, have been
classified as over-exploit-
ed, where groundwater ex-
traction has significantly
exceeded the recharge ca-

pacity. As part of enforce-
ment efforts, 492 illegally
operating groundwater ex-
traction units have been
sealed following directions
from the Madras High
Court, the report said.
However, the current
regulatory framework not-
ably lacks provisions for
pricing, penalties, or the
collection of environmen-
tal compensation. As a re-
sult, there has been no use
of such funds for con-
structing groundwater re-
charge structures, check-
dams, water purification
systems, or other interven-
tions in contamination- or
salinity-affected areas at
the State or district level.
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Centre to tag them ‘encroachment-free’

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
water resources depart-
ment (WRD) will restore 100
water bodies, 11inthe Chen-
nairegion and 89 in the Ma-
durai region, with %111 cro-
re funding under the Union
govt’'s Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY). The project will
be completed with the
union govt issuing “encro-
achment-free” tags for the
water bodies.

The state govt applied
for funds under the scheme
in 2023, and they received
the funds only now. The
WRD has given administra-
tive and financial sanction
to execute the project. Ac-
cording to a govt order, the
union govt will provide 60%
of the funding, while the
state will bear the remai-
ning40%.

S Kala, WRD chief engi-

Water Resources Department (WRD) officials on Sunday

removed encroachments from a part of the Koladi Lake near
Thiruverkadu in Chennai

neer of the design, support
and construction depart-
ment, said each tank will re-
ceive around %1.5 crore for
desilting, bund strengthe-
ning, creating bird islands,
and plugging sewage.

“The 11 tanks in the city
are in the suburbs like Tam-
baram, Thalambur, and up-
stream areas like Chengal-
pet and Thiruvallur,” she
said, adding that the project

READY FOR FACELIFT

will begin by the end of this
year and will be completed
by December 2026.

The WRD has begun jo-
int surveys with the reve-
nue department to demar-
cate the boundaries and is-
sue eviction notices within
14 days. Most tanks range
from 50 hectares to a maxi-
mum size of 165 hectares.

The Madurai region co-
vers about four districts, in-

cluding Kallakuruchi, Ma-
durai, Sivagangai, and Ra-
manathapuram.

Tanks in Kallakuruchi
proposed for restoration
are in Thyagadurgam, Kal-
lakuruchi, and Thirunava-
lur, while in Sivagangai,
tanks in Kallal, Sakkotai,
and Devakottai will be res-
tored.In Madurai, corearea
tanks will be focused on,
while in Ramanathapuram,
tanks in RS Mangalam, Nai-
norkovil, Thiruvadanai,
and Mudakaluthur will be
restored.

Officials said they iden-
tified all the localised floo-
ding hotspots during the
lastfive years’rain and nar-
rowed it down to these wa-
ter bodies. Kala said once
the encroachments are re-
moved, they will apply for
the “encroachment-free”
tag. “Officials from the Mi-
nistry of Jal Shakti will in-
spect the tanks and give the
certificate,” she added.

Source: The Times of India, 18 July 2025, p 4

15 years on, Kovalam’s legacy

garbage woes mount daily

o1

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: K Kamakshi’s
daughter, who studies in govt
higher secondary school in
Kovalam, has only one pro-
blem with goingto school—a
garbage hillock right behind
the walls of her classroom
that emanates a foul stench
and distracts her from focu-
singduring class hours.

“When it rains, flies that
feed on the dumpyard make
their way to the school. Seve-
ral attempts were made by
theschool authoritiesand pa-
rents to clear the dumpyard
or shift it to an alternative
place, but in vain,” a teacher
said.

The dumpyard, falling
under the Thiruvidanthaire-
venue village of Kovalam
panchayat, hasbeen there for
well over 15 years now, even
before the school came there.
But, what started as a small
garbage mound has now
grown into a hillock and has
turned into a haven for stray
cattle and disease-spreading
flies. The waste collected
from in and around the pan-
chayat is dumped on these
premises due to a lack of va-
cant land elsewhere. Resi-
dents say waste is set ablaze
on the yard at nights.

When contacted, Shoba-
na, president of the panchay-
at, told TOIL, “Our primary
aim has always been to clear

>

FOULING UP THE AIR: A small garbage mound has grown into a

hillock and has turned into a haven for cattle and flies

the dumpyard. We have enco-
uraged residents to segrega-
te the waste at their homes.
The segregated waste is then
brought to the dumpyard,
where it is processed and dis-
patched (wet and dry) at a sa-
nitation park that was set up
in collaboration with a cor-
porate firm. This has signifi-
cantly reduced further dum-
pingof waste.”

She further said that as a
long-term solution, the land
was proposed to be taken
over by the EB to set up asub-
station. “The project has be-
en sanctioned. If it comes
through, the govt will clear

the waste and the land will be
free,” sheadded.

However, former VAO
Nisha said govt hasnot acted
on the proposal for a long ti-
me, making the project un-
certain. “The proposal was
initiated even before I assu-
med office three years ago.
Even after I was transferred,
itis in its nascent stage,” she
added.

Incumbent VAO Shenba-
gam said she was unaware of
any such dumpyard in her ju-
risdiction and declined to
comment when pointed out
the details. EB officials were
unavailable for comment.

Source: The Times of India, 20 July 2025, p 2

TNPCB partners with
influencers to promote
Manjappai campaign

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In an effort to take the
Meendum Manjappai cam-
paign to a broader and
younger audience, the Ta-
mil Nadu Pollution Control
Board (TNPCB) has part-
nered with social media
content creators to pro-
mote eco-friendly alterna-
tives to plastic.

Launched in 2021, the
campaign promotes the
use of cloth bags and other
eco-alternatives to reduce
the production and con-
sumption of single-use
plastic bags in the State.

Supriya Sahu, Addition-
al Chief Secretary to the

Department of Environ-
ment, Climate Change, and
Forests, said the traditional
public service messaging
could often be didactic and
information-heavy, making
it difficult to engage the pu-
blic. “Messages about edu-
cation and the environ-
ment are harder to
communicate than, say,
topics like food, which
have an instant appeal,”
she said.

For Chennai-based lifes-
tyle content creator Maha-
lakshmi who has over
50,000 followers, the cloth
bag is both eco-friendly
and fashionable. “It’s high
time we controlled the use
of plastic bags,” she said.

Source: The Hindu, 6 July 2025, p.6
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Steps to check charru mussel
invasion in Ennore-Pulicat
wetland system remain elusive

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

The unchecked spread of
charru mussels (Mytella
strigata) across the En-
nore-Pulicat wetland sys-
tem continues to raise con-
cern, as government
agencies remain without a
clear or sustainable plan to
contain the invasive spe-
cies. Field surveys con-
ducted by the National
Centre for Sustainable
Coastal Management
(NCSCM) in May revealed
that the mussels had colo-
nised multiple pockets
along the 24-km stretch
from Ennore Creek to Puli-
cat Lake.

Mussel presence was
confirmed at nearly 24% of
197 sampling points, with
the highest densities re-
corded at over 800 mus-
sels per square metre.
Clusters were found under
bridges, around man-
groves, near the estuary
mouth, and in traditional
fishing zones, which are
areas critical for local liveli-
hoods. Charru mussels,
originally native to Central
and South America, are
known for rapidly colonis-
ing estuarine environ-
ments. Their spread in En-
nore has damaged fishing
nets, outcompeted native
shellfish, and disrupted
traditional fisheries.

S. Kumaresan, a fisher-
man from Ennore, says
that in some areas, the
creek has become deeper
after mussel removal,
while in others, untouched
mussel beds continue to
obstruct movement. He
adds that certain paadu
(locally designated fishing
zones), such as Karukkum-
aram, Kandachedi, and Jal-
likuzhi, are completely
overrun by the mussels.

In response to long-
standing complaints from

Ecological concern: Surveys reveal that the mussels have
colonised multiple pockets along the 24-km stretch from Ennore
Creek to Pulicat Lake. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

fishermen, dredging was
initiated in some sections
of the creek. A 1,700-metre
stretch at Kattupalli and
another 500 metres at Puz-
huthivakkam were taken
up by the Water Resources
Department, at an estimat-
ed cost 0f ¥20.85 crore. Ho-
wever, the NCSCM, in its
recent submission to the
Southern Bench of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal, has
warned that both manual
and mechanical dredging
pose serious ecological
risks. These include habi-
tat destruction, disruption
of sediment layers, loss of
native aquatic species, and
longterm degradation of
water quality.

“Dredging can cause se-
rious and lasting damage,
if not carefully planned,”
the NCSCM said, adding
that disturbed sediments
may also release pollutants
such as heavy metals into
the ecosystem. Despite
these warnings, no alterna-
tive method for removal
has been proposed by eith-
er the NCSCM or the Tamil
Nadu State Wetland Auth-
ority.

With no clear removal
method and the final
NCSCM report still pend-
ing, the fishermen are a
worried lot. While dredg-
ing, despite its potential
environmental impact, is
still seen as useful by Mr.
Kumaresan, he acknow-

Source: The Hindu, 16 July 2025, p.2

Source: The New Indian Express, 16 July 2025, p.6

ledges that it is not a per-
manent solution, as the
mussels could return. Ho-
wever, the dredging is be-
ing carried out unevenly,
making it difficult for fish-
ermen to navigate their
boats through the affected
areas.

Questions over delay
During a hearing on July 9,
the Tribunal expressed
concern that more than
two years after the issue
was raised, a conclusive
plan for managing the inva-
sive species has still not
been formulated.

The Tribunal said: “The
NCSCM report does not
support dredging, and yet,
it offers no alternative. We
hope the Member Secre-
tary of the TNSWA will re-
turn with a feasible solu-
tion and a definite
timeline.” It also pointed
out that recent desilting
operations were carried
out to remove fly ash, not
Charru mussels, highlight-
ing a disconnect between
restoration efforts and the
specific problem of bio-in-
vasion.

Avalue-addition study is
under way to explore pos-
sible commercial uses for
the mussels, such as in ani-
mal feed or fertilizer. Ho-
wever, the study remains
incomplete and cannot yet
support a full-scale remo-
val strategy.

New bird watching site being
developed as eco-tourism hub

Vivek com <

ome year-end, a new
bird-watching -
site will be

added to the tourist des-

tination list, perfect for weekend
travellers and wildlife enthusiasts alike,
just a short drive from Chennai. Thoni-
revu, near Pulicat bird sanctuary, is being
developed as an eco-tourism destina- .
tion, combining sustainable design > Bird Census
with rich birdlife and wetland charm. 09.03.2025
Tiruvallur district administration 8 L » Total Bird
and state forest department are jointly ——— | Count (Direct “
developing the one-hectare site into a hub >Location | opservation)
of regulated eco-tourism with the unveil- Pulicat Bird 2.159 Thonirevu can
’

ing of a detailed master plan that aims to Sanctuary be part of
strike a balance between wildlife conser- |~ Tiruvallur's
vation and sustainable tourism. Itwill be > Total Bird > Total tourism circuit
developed with amenities such as seating, Species Wetland Sites |~ e ——

Campsite operator

WETLAND-WISE DETAILS

boat decks, food kiosks, toilets, and an Observed Surveyed
interpretation centre. A second phase 82 12

will add accommodation and tours to
other attractions in Pulicat. Forest offi-
cials say the interpretation centre will
help raise awareness with day-long pro-

. < 1. Pulicat Lake 6. Kottaikkupam
grammes and guided excursions. Brackish Water > Bird species | 04
“In the absence of a govt-authorised > Bird species | 08 ST
tourism facility, previous unregulated ZoMESpecles 2 | > Bird count| 36
activities posed a threat to bird habitats. > Bird count | 126 7. Methur
This area falls under the forest depart- 2. Pulicat Periphery > Bird species | 05
ment, hence it would be easier if we pro- > Bird species | 06 >Birdcount|50

vide regulated rides. In the first phase,
we will create a boat jetty, visitors’
parking, boat rides, restrooms, and
dining areas,” said a forest officer.
“Thonirevu lies along the central
Asian flyway, hosting several migra-
tory birds, such as greater flamingo,
lesser flamingo, Eurasian spoonbill,
river tern, bar-headed goose, paint-
ed stork, and spot-billed pelican
between Nov and Feb. During
other seasons too, this will be an

> Bird count | 122 8. Thangalperumpulam
\ 3. Annamalaicherry | > Bird species | 07
> Bird count | 124

9.
SE
4 Pulicat \ Bird count | 112

Y BarMouth | ) 10. Kolathumedu
> Bird species \\” » Bird species | 03

1 |10 > Bird count | 56

> Bird count |
728

ideal retreat for nature lovers as > Bird count | 654 ilBEr::m' o
there will still be birds, just in 5. ird species |
fewer numbers,” the officer > Bird species | 04 > Bird count | 87
added. > Bird count | 18 12. Sirulapakkam

The eco-tourism model is
also community-centric, with
eco-development committees
(EDCs) from nearby villages
set to play a central role. “Lo-
cals will be trained as nature
guides and boating operators,
ensuring job creation, skill-
building, and revenue-sharing
that benefits the region’s socio-
economic fabric,” said Tiruvallur
collector M Prathap.

Tourism experts point out that
Thonirevu has potential to become a key
stop in the Tiruvallur tourism circuit.
“Tourists can visit Pulicat, Gudiyam
caves, Tiruttani temple, and Poondi if a
tourism circuit is created. But the crowd
should be regulated,” said Richard Har-
ris, a campsite operator and district tour-
ism development committee member.

Source: The Times of India, 30 July 2025, p 4
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KEY STOP:
The site is on
the central Asian
flyway and hosts

birds from
Nov-Feb

Green energy corpn to set
up 37 model solar villages

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @Chennai  told TNIE, “We have completed
feasibility studies in 33 villag-
TAMIL Nadu Green Energy es. The remaining four are un-
Corporation Limited (TNGE- der process. After the task is
CL) will establish 37 model so- completed, proper announce-
lar villages in different partsof ments regarding the 37 villages
the state under the PM Surya will be made. After holding de-
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana. Totake tailed discussions and finalis-
this project forward, TNGECL  ing the plans, we will float ten-
signed an MoU with Auroville ders, likely by the end of this
Consulting on Monday. The month.”
firm will offer technical sup- Villages with a population of
port such as installing solar more than 5,000 were chosen
panels, setting up substations, through district-level commit-
preparing detailed project re- tees headed by the collectors.
ports, and helping in the selec-  These willbe developed as mod-
tion of contractors. el solar villages, another offi-
A senior TNGECL official cial added.

TENVol. 11 Issue 7 | July 2025 | Page 61




T.N. to set up hornbill conservation centre at Anamalai

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has announced the
establishment of India’s
first Centre of Excellence
for Hornbill Conservation
at the Anamalai Tiger Re-
serve (ATR) in Coimbatore
district.

An official release said
hornbills, often known as
“farmers of the forest”,
played a crucial ecological

helping regenerate native
forests. However, these
keystone species are in-
creasingly threatened by
deforestation, habitat frag-
mentation, and the im-
pacts of climate change.
Hence, the Department
of Environment, Climate
Change and Forests has
sanctioned 1 crore under

cies found in the Western
Ghats — the Great Hornbill,
Malabar Grey Hornbill,
Malabar Pied Hornbill, and
Indian Grey Hornbill. Ac-
tivities will include habitat
mapping, nest monitoring,
scientific research, climate
impact assessments, and
restoration of degraded
forest areas by planting na-

Chief Secretary, Depart-
ments of Environment, Cli-
mate Change, and Forests,
said that Anamalai Tiger
Reserve was selected for
its ecological richness, ex-
isting conservation infras-
tructure, and for its track
record in protecting en-
dangered species includ-
ing tigers, elephants and

munity participation. Lo-
cal residents will be in-
volved in conservation
efforts through nest adop-
tion programmes, scholar-
ships for students, and sus-
tainable livelihoods such
as seed collection. Addi-
tionally, the project will
offer  capacity-building
programmes for forest
staff and host awareness
activities including field vi-
sits for school children and
community outreach.

Department will collabo-
rate with leading national
and international organi-
sations, including the Sa-
lim Ali Centre for Ornithol-
ogy and Natural History,
Nature Conservation
Foundation, Wildlife Insti-
tute of India, and the Inter-
national Union for Conser-
vation of Nature’s Hornbill
Specialist Group.

Similar hornbill conser-
vation activities will be un-
dertaken in other loca-

role as seed dispersers,

Source: The Hindu, 22 July 2025, p.5

the Endangered Species tive trees such as fig and  other endemic wildlife.
Conservation Corpus  canarium that support

Fund to establish the  hornbill populations. Shared resposibility
Centre. The Centre will fo- The G.O. issued by Su-  The initiative also places a
cus on four hornbill spe- priva Sahu, Additional strong emphasis on com-

The Tamil Nadu Forest

tions as well.

Amici Curiae object to T.N. government move to
put up steel wire rope fence in Thondamuthur

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

A team of Amici Curiae as-
sisting the Madras High
Court in forest-related cas-
es has raised objections to
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s proposed move to
raise a steel wire rope
fence (for a distance of 10
km) at Thondamuthur in
Coimbatore district in an
effort to prevent human-
elephant conflicts.

A Special Division
Bench of Justices N. Sath-
ish Kumar and D. Bharatha
Chakravarthy had called
for the response of Amici
Curiae T. Mohan, Cheva-
nan Mohan, Rahul Balaji,
and M. Santhanaraman to
a counter affidavit filed by
Rakesh Kumar Dogra, the
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests-cum-Chief
Wildlife Warden.

On June 20, responding
to a case filed by activist S.
Muralidharan, the Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of
Forests-cum-Chief Wildlife
Warden told the Court that
the Forest Department had

4

e -
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The government had proposed to raise a steel wire rope fence in
Thondamuthur to prevent human-elephant conflicts. FILE PHOTO

initially proposed to erect a
steel wire rope fence in
Coimbatore forest division
for a distance of 30 km.
However, financial sanc-
tion was accorded only for
10 km.

“Coimbatore forest divi-
sion is spread across
693.48 sq.km, and shares a
boundary with habitations
for a length of about 350
km, which is prone to hu-
man-elephant  contflicts.
Elephants had strayed out
9,710 times in this Division

Source: The Hindu, 7 July 2025, p.6

in the past three years, and
147 deaths had occurred
between 2011 and 2022,”
the officer said.

‘Solar fences ineffective’
The government had to
pay a compensation of
11.35 crore to the families
of the victims. He added
that traditional methods of
digging elephant proof
trenches and putting up
solar fences had proved to
be ineffective, with pachy-
derms indulging in crop-

raiding and breaking into
houses.

“Hence, it was decided
that elephant-proof steel
wire rope fencing could be
done on a pilot basis in
Thondamuthur.  Accord-
ingly, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin made an announce-
ment in this regard on No-
vember 6, 2024, and a go-
vernment order
sanctioning 5 crore was is-
sued on February 4, 2025,”
he said.

Filing a response to the
counter affidavit, the Amici
Curiae told the Court that
the area where the steel
wire rope fencing had been
proposed marks an abrupt
shift from forest to private
lands.

They said that the ter-
rain was slopy and there
was no buffer zone for ele-
phants to navigate.

‘Risk of mortality high’

“The steep slopes and the
fence together will lock the
area, with no other solu-
tion for the elephants but
to either circumnavigate
the hills or try to force
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themselves through the
fence. In both cases, the
risk of mortality will be
high,” the Amici Curiae
said, relying on studies un-
dertaken in the area.

“As the fence covers 10
km, elephants coming out
of forests will be prevented
from accessing the forests
on the other side, and this
may lead to more conflict.
Completely preventing ac-
cess to forests will solve
problems locally, but it
would shift the conflict to
elsewhere,” they added.

The lawyers also said: “A
scientific study must be un-
dertaken to understand
the impacts before fencing.
The Forest Department is
in the process of notifying
elephant corridors across
Tamil Nadu. Until the cor-
ridors in Coimbatore re-
gion are consolidated and
notified, the fencing may
be held off.”

After taking the report
of the Amici Curiae on file,
the Judges adjourned the
hearing to July 25, and or-
dered the maintenance of
status quo till then.



State to set up centre for
conservation of hornbill

Decision follows a
proposal by principal
chief conservator of
forests and chief
wildlife warden

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

HE Tamil Nadu govern-

ment has approved the es-

tablishmentof a centre of

excellence for hornbill

conservation at the An-
amalai Tiger Reserve (ATR),
Coimbatore.

The decision follows a pro-
posal by the principal chief
conservator of forestsand chief
wildlife warden. A sum of ¥1
crore from the Endangered Spe-
cies Conservation Corpus Fund
has been allocated to support
this initiative in the Western
Ghats, a region home for four
hornbill species, including the
Great Hornbill, Malabar Grey
Hornbill, Malabar Pied Horn-
bill, and Indian Grey Hornbill.

The centre will conduct re-
search, restore habitats, anden-
gage communities to address
threats like habitat loss and cli-
mate change. It will monitor
hornbill populations and their
habitat use, using methods like
distance sampling and GPS te-
lemetry to track seasonalmove-
ments. Studies on foraging and
nesting ecology will inform res-
toration efforts, said Supriya
Sahu, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Environment, Forests and
Climate Change Department, in

l crore
from the
EndangeredSpecies
Conservation

Western Ghats,

aregion home

to four hornbill
species

a G.O. issued on Monday.

The centre will also map food
and nest trees to identify areas
for conservation and restora-
tion. It will establish a nursery
for native species like Ficusand
Svzygium to restore degraded
forests and install artificial nest
boxes to support breeding. Un-
der hornbill conservation ini-
tiative, a nest adoption pro-
gramme is mooted to encourage
local community in protecting
hornbill nests. Seed collection
and sapling propagation will

& Map food
and nest trees
to identify
areas for |
conservation |

To monitor
hombill
populations and
their habitat use,
using distance
sampling and GPS
telemetry

provide livelihoods for stake-
holders. Scholarships will sup-
port students studying hornbill
ecology A citizen science app
linked to global databases like
GBIF and eBird will encourage
participation in data collection.

Besides, the forest depart-
ment will collaborate with the
Nature Conservation Founda-
tion, Salim Ali Centre for Orni-
thology and Natural History,
and the IUCN Hornbill Special-
ist Group to enhance research,
the order said.

TN to transfer endangered species fund
to ATWC to boost conservation efforts

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

IN a first-of-its-kind initiative
in the country, Tamil Nadu is
set to exclusively focus on en-
dangered and critically endan-
gered species as the state has
decided to formally transfer the
Tamil Nadu Endangered Spe-
cies Conservation Fund to the
Advanced Institute for Wildlife
Conservation (AIWC), marking
a fresh start for species recov-
ery work that had stalled due to
official apathy.

Sanctioned early last year
with an initial outlay of ¥5crore,
the fund was created to support
targeted conservation of endan-
gered flora and fauna that have
long remained outside the spot-
light. However, it remained un-

derutilised after being routed
firsttoa defunct Tamil Nadu De-
velopment Society and later to
the Mudumalai Tiger Founda-
tion withouta clear action plan,
sources told TVIE.

Now, the forest department
has decided to entrust the state-
run AIWC with designing and
implementing species-specific
recovery programmes, The pro-
posal is in its final stages of ap-
proval by the finance depart-
ment, sources said. AIWC has
recently been registered asa so-
ciety, enabling it to receive Cor-
porate Social Responsibility
(CSR) funds and collaborate
with national and international
institutions, which could boost
autonomy, and efficiency.

Officials said while much of

India’s conservation effort has
focused on high-profile species
liketigers and elephants, Tamil
Nadu's new initiative aims to
bring long-overlooked species
into the fold. The fund is partof
a 50 crore rolling pool.
“There are critically endan-
gered frog species endemic to
the Anamalai landscape, such
as the Nilgiris wart frog and
Purple frog and the Anamalai
flying frog. We know very little
about their population or breed-
ing patterns. Under the new
fund, we will design time-
bound, species-specific recov-
ery plans,” a senlor forest offi-
cial said. Pangolins-listed under
Schedule I and considered the
most trafficked mammal global-
ly-are alsoon the priority list.

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 July 2025, p.2

Nearly 3,000 ha of mangroves
revived in the State since 2022

TN. has made renewed efforts in restoration of mangroves across nine coastal districts to reduce

the impact of cyclones, tidal surges, and erosion, and support biodiversity and local livelihoods

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAT

n the eve of World

Mangrove Day, ob-

served annually on
July 26, Environment and
Climate Change Minister
Thangam Thennarasu
planted mangrove saplings
at the Adyar estuary in
Chennai.

Since 2022, Tamil Nadu
has planted and restored
over 2,900 hectares of
mangroves across nine
coastal districts to reduce
the impact of cyclones, ti-
dal surges, and erosion,
and support biodiversity
and local livelihoods.

As the State’s 1,076-kilo-
metre coastline, which
spans 14 districts, is in-
creasingly vulnerable to
climate-related risks, the
Tamil Nadu government
has taken renewed efforts
in restoration.

According to Supriya Sa-
hu, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Departments of Envi-
ronment, Climate Change
and Forests, in February

2023, the Department
launched a three-year
mangrove restoration

scheme with an allocation
of ¥25 crore, focusing on
both planting new man-
groves and rehabilitating
degraded areas.

The programme, which
is expected to run until
2026, targets ten districts
and covers both forest and
revenue lands with poten-
tial for mangrove growth.

As per official data, dur-
ing the first year of the

i

Green gesture: Environment and Climate Change Minister Thangam Thennarasu planting mangrove

saplings at the Adyar estuary to mark the World Mangrove Day that falls on July 26. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

scheme, 2022-23, 1,181.4
hectares were planted,
with significant work in
Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Mayiladuthurai, and
Thoothukudi.

At the same time, 200
hectares of degraded man-
groves were restored, par-
ticularly in Thiruvarur. In
the following year, 720
hectares of new planta-
tions were added, along
with the restoration of 732
hectares. In 2024-25, sa-
plings were planted on an
additional 275 hectares,
with more coverage ex-
pected by the end of the
year.

Ms. Sahu said that the
planting efforts have used

several techniques, includ-
ing linear planting of pro-
pagules, intertidal nursery
cultivation, and modified
fish-bone planting patterns

to maximise seedling
survival.
Restoring diversity

Special focus has been gi-
ven to reintroducing rare
species like Sonneratia ape-
tala, Xylocarpus granatum,
and Kandelia candel, which
had largely disappeared
from the region. Alongside
mangroves, bio-shield
plantations using trees
such as casuarina, palmy-
rah, and cashew have been
introduced to protect
against wind and wave ac-

Source: The Hindu, 26 July 2025, p.6
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tion. The mangrove planta-
tion efforts were underta-
ken as part of Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Conservation
and Greening Project for
Climate Change Response
(TBGPCCR), the Compen-
satory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA), the
Chennai River Restoration
Trust (CRRT), and other
centrally sponsored
schemes.

However, challenges re-
main, particularly in dis-
tricts like Chengalpattu
and Pudukkottai, where
plantation activity has

been limited due to ecolog-
ical or  hydrological
factors.



In A First-Of-Its-Kind Move In South India, The Govt Has Acquired Patta Lands And

Once-Upon-A-Time Ganja Plantations 10 Create A Wildlife Corridor To Protect The Big Cat

HOW TAMIL NADU IS
GIVING TIGERS MORE
ROOM TO ROAM

CORE TO CORRIDOR

The buffer zone is
(RN U S reserve is always inviolate | critical to the core are

ShanthaThiagarajan@timesofindia.com

amil Nadu’s tigers are on the

move, and the govt is helping them

by pushing boundaries. In 2022,

the forest department acquired

38.5 acres of private land near
Megamalai to create a corridor linking it to the
Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve
(SMTR) to take conservation beyond the re-
serve, Other strategies include acquiring more
land with consent, extending M-Stripe monitor-
ing to spillover and human-inhabited areas,
removing invasives, involving local communi-
ties, tapping eco-development funds and re-
cruiting more than 1,900 forest staff.

Inafirst for south India, Tamil Nadu'’s forest
department acquired 38.5 acres of patta land
within a potential tiger corridor in Megamalai
Reserve Forest in Theni district, says Supriya
Sahu, additional chief secretary, environment,
climate change, and forests. “It involved acquir-
ing land in a potential tiger corridor within a
tiger reserve.”

The land, owned by several farmers, was
annexed under the Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Acquisition Act,
2013, through private negotiations in 2022 and
the process was completed by March 2024 with
a sanctioned amount of ¥2.3cr:

“Such pattalands, from small plots to large
estates, are difficult for farmers to manage due
to labour shortages, poor access, wildlife
threats and encroachment,” says Sahu. “This
landmark acquisition has urged more land-
owners to come forward. About 60 farmers
have come forward to give 848 acres in the
Megamalai region. Those are under consid-
eration.”

The Megamalai region has a unique land
tenure system, says S Anand, field director of
SMTR. “Alarge portion of the tiger reserve was
once the core of various zamindari systems.
About 13,000 acres within the reserve are owned
by different people. Also, some of these remote
areas were historically hotspots for ganja cul-
tivation, though this has declined. It makes
monitoring complex.”

The land acquisition is important for tiger
and elephant migration, says Anand. “Reduc-
ing human presence in these corridors ensures
safer wildlife movement. If acquisitions are
expedited, more landowners may step forward
and this will help build undisturbed habitats
and manage the reserve in a more holistic way,
from wildlife conservation to water resource
protection.” One recent application, he adds,
involves more than 270 acres, the largest yet.

Tamil Nadu
is home to

331

LUEGIETT 8 The core area of a tiger

50 large kills

tigers

(sambar or Kalakad Mundanthurai
gaur) ina year Tiger Reserve
Anaimalai Tiger

Reserve

Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve

Srivilliputhur-Megamalai
Tiger Reserve

Sathyamangalam
Tiger Reserve

-

Rakesh Kumar Dogra, principal chief con-
servator of forests and chief wildlife warden,
calls it “positive success story”, and adds that
there are more strategies in place.

Wildlife conflicts have reduced due to com-
munity support, he says. “But tiger numbers
have slightly increased across reserves and are
now spilling into the Nilgiris, Coimbatore and
Erode divisions, raising future conflict con-

JULY 29 ngERuiyoe

cerns.” Dogra says that in Tamil Nadu there
are no conflicts with tigers but the department
is planning strategies beyond designated re-
serves, including acquiring corridor lands with
consent and extending M-Stripe monitoring to
spillover and human-adjacent areas.
“Corridors allow sub-adult tigers to find and
establish territory within a reserve. Tigers
with stronger genes often succeed in displacing

Source: The Times of India, 29 July 2025, p 6

s

Extending tiger habitats will increase human-tiger encounters and territorial fights
in the short term, says K Ramesh, scientist at the Wildlife Institute of India. “Long
term, a shift from reserve-based to landscape-level conservation is essential. We
see more conflict in India because we have 70% of the global population of tigers,

" and the largest population in the Nilgiris-Eastern Ghats complex.”

older ones or claiming new areas. The displaced
older tigers, along with younger ones still
searching, use these corridors to move into
adjacent forest reserves. In the wild, it’s sur-
vival of the fittest.”

The National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) too is focusing on monitoring tigers
outside of designated tiger reserves (TOTR),
particularly in areas beyond protected zones.

“Strengthening anti-depredation efforts in
spillover regions will help prevent conflict and
protect tigers outside reserves from poaching.
Since Tiger Foundation coverage is limited,
eco-tourism funds will support conservation,”
say officials. “We've also extended M-Stripe’s
digital patrol monitoring beyond tiger re-

Patrolling teams now use mobile devices to
digitally log their routes and report wildlife
kills, ensuring vulnerable zones are covered
and data is relayed in real time to control rooms.
“Buffer areas help promote coexistence. Beyond
these buffer areas, there are critical tiger cor-
ridors that connect different habitats, and their
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He adds that Nepal faced similar issues
and used social forestry to reconnect
fragmented habitats. “It was successful
to some extent. But with increasing tiger
populations, the big cats are seen at
higher altitudes, in the Himalayas too.”

e -

integrity must be maintained. In buffer areas,
activities such as tourism and eco-tourism are
permissible, along with eco-development. A
landscape approach is more important than
focusing on a single tiger reserve,” says Dogra.
Most tiger-populated areas in Tamil Nadu are
already part of reserves, with all five reserve
boundaries now digitised.

To restore natural vegetation and support
prey species, the forest department is now re-
moving invasives such as Lantana, Senna
spectabilis, and Prosopis juliflora. “We hope to
eliminate Senna from forests by Oct,” says
Dogra, adding that efforts outside forests will
involve local communities to reduce human-
animal conflict. Lantana is being repurposed
into marketable products. “But restoration is
along-term process. The department has also
recruited 1,947 people ranging from forest
watchers to foresters.”

Email your feedback with name
and address to southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com




Tamil Nadu Govt’s Efforts To Restore Mangroves Are Fina

ShanthaThiagarajan
@timesofindia.com

angroves, a natural
buffer between land
and sea, offer long-
term solutions for
Tamil Nadu’s prob-
lems with erosion, recurrent cy-
clones, tsunamis, and rising sea
levels, all of which threaten coastal
communities and natural habitats.
But the state’s mangrove forests
face threats from invasive species,
particularly Prosopis juliflora,
which has been identified as a sig-
nificant concern in several dis-
tricts. To address these challenges,
the department of environmentand
climate change launched a three-
year scheme, from 2023 to 2026. This
initiative covers ten coastal dis-
tricts with a budget of %25 crore.
The main aim of the scheme is
toreduce the impact of natural dis-
asters such as cyclones and tsuna-
mis by building biological barriers
while also eliminating invasive spe-
cies, says Supriya Sahu, additional
chief secre-

tary of the

environment, “

climate

change, and The govt is

forest degart- focusing on

ment. “Re- strategies such

ating as establishing
ing man- "

grove ecosys-  Water collection

tem is priori-  ponds at the

ty. We also fo- mangrove

cus on bring- plantation site in

ing more  Ennore Creek

coastal areas .

under man. — Supriya Sahu

grove cover

where they

have the potential to thrive.”
Ennore Creek, located in Thiru-
vallur district, has a significant
mangrove area that has recently
undergone extensive restoration
following severe oil spills that oc-

A STRONG COMEBACK

> According to a report by the
Centre for Climate Change and
Disaster Management at Anna

University, mangrove forest cover h

in Tamil Nadu has nearly doubled in
three years, increasing from 4,500

hectares in 2021 to 9,039 hectares in 2024

> Today, mangrove cover in Tamil Nadu

constitutes only 1% of the state’s

wetland areas. The districts contributing

to this mangrove coverage include
Tiruvarur, Thiruvallur, Thanjavur,
Cuddalore, and i

COMMON MANGROVE
SPECIES

Avicennia marina
(Venkandal), Rhizophora
mucronata (Kandal), and

/ AREA OF NEW
MANGROVE
PLANTATION
1,181 ha
720 ha 132ha
536 ha 215ha

MANGROVES ACT AS VITAL
CARBON SINKS AND SUPPORT
ARICH DIVERSITY OF WILDLIFE
Key features of mangroves

AREA OF
RESTORATION

200 ha

Exoecaria (Thillai).

curred last year. To eco-
logical balance, invasive species
have been meticulously removed
from 230 hectares within the resto-
ration site. Nearly 200 hectares of
cleared land have been replanted
with a total of 160,000 mangrove
seedlings, along with an additional
200,000 associated seedlings that
grow harmoniously with the man-
groves.

“To further support the regen-
eration of vital ecosystems, the govt
is focusing on strategies such as
establishing water collection ponds
at the mangrove plantation site in
Ennore Creek,” says Sahu. “These
ponds are designed to improve the
survival rates of newly planted
mangroves, regulate tidal flows, and
enhance hydrological connectivity
across the region.”

Historically, during the Sangam

» Pichavaram mangrove forest is unique,
featuring 14 mangrove species. Among
these, Avicennia marina makes up nearly

30% of the popule_xtian, followed by

ASSOCIATE PLANT SPECIES
Pongamia pinnata, Ficus
religiosa, Terminalia catappa,
Tamarindus indica, Ficus

Bruguiera cylindrica at 17% and racemosa, Ficus

Avicennia officinalis at 16% i

» The distribution of mangrove Ficus )

ecosystems along India’s coastlines benghalensis,

shows that the Sundarbans encompass Thespesia . -
the largest area populnea, Syzygium cumini

significantly to
carbon sequestration: salt
tolerance; aerial roots; and
viviparity, which enables seeds
to.germinate in sali

.environments
[ s

era, literature extensively de-
scribed coastal regions (known in
Tamil as neythal thinai) and their
flora. Among these references,
‘thillai’, which pertains to a spe-
cific mangrove species — Excoe-
caria agallocha— has mentions i
literature such as Natrinai, Kurinj
pattu, Ingurunooru, and Kalitho-
gai, according to ‘Sanganoolkalil

Marangal’ by P L Samy, a retired
IAS officer who focuses on the sci-
ence behind Sangam literature.
Prominent mangrove species can
be found in the Pichavaram man-
grove forest, near Chidambaram in
Tamil Nadu. The ancient ‘Thillai
Chidambaram Temple’ is named
after the mangrove species.
Averse in the sixth Thirumurai

Source: The Times of India, 25 July 2025, p 6

of Thevaram by Thirunavukkar-
asar (appar) refers to Excoecaria
agallocha and underscores the pres-
ence of the characteristic Thillai
trees that contribute to the region’s
name, identity, and environment.
Avicennia, a type of mangrove
known as Alaiyathi is primarily
used in restoration and new planta-
tions.Special efforts have been

made to re-establish endangered
and extinct mangrove species, says
Sahu. “The initiative also envisions
the formation of a bio-shield by
planting tree saplings such as Casu-
arinas, palmyrah, and cashew in
the coastal areas to act as a barrier
against natural disasters such as
cyclones and severe intertidal wave
actions.”
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Mangrove cover in the state has
been increasing over the past few
decades, says A Gopalakrishnan
from the department of marine
biology and coastal livelihood at
Annamalai University. While it is
essential to maintain this cover in
collaboration with stakeholders, we
must also pay attention to coastal
mud flats, which play a crucial role

in the coastal ecosystem he says.
“They serve as habitats for both
migratory and local birds. It is vital
that we don’t harm these mud flats
by expanding mangrove planta-
tions indiscriminately. There
should be regulations governing
mangrove planting in coastal areas,
grounded in scientific principles,”
he says.



D|rty Loos Garbage Mountams PuII Down Rank GCC BIames People For Poor Feedback
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DOWN IN

THE DUMPS

Survey data on how Chennai fared
with regard to waste management:

Door to door
collection

Chennai's

rank in state-

level Swachh Survekshan

5

N 2023

104

2024-25

54%

Source
segregation

Waste generation

Remediation
of dumpsites

Cleanliness of
residential areas

Cleanliness of
market areas

Cleanliness of
water bodies

70

Cleanliness of
public toilets

33

» A total of 651 places in TN were surveyed to compile the state-wide ranking

T?ﬁ?rﬁks 1 - Namakkal 2 - Rasipuram 3 - Aruppukottai
Door to door 99% 98% 98%
collection
Waste generation 99 99 99
Remediation of 100 100 100
dumpsites

Source: The Times of India, 19 July 2025, p 4

Swedha.Radhakrishnan@timesofindia.com

o what pulled down Chennai in the all-
India Swachh ranking this year? The
answer is: Poor waste management and
low sanitation standards at public toi-
lets and waterbodies.

The city slipped from fifth spot last year to
104th rank in Tamil Nadu in the Swachh Sur-
vekshan 2024-25 survey, results of which were
released on Thursday. A total of 651 places in
the state were ranked in the survey.

Of the 40 cities with more than 10 lakh pop-
ulation, Ahmedabad, Bhopal, and Lucknow
secured the top three ranks by scoring 100% in
various categories, including door-to-door waste
collection, cleanliness in residential areas, wa-
ter bodies, and public toilets. Among them,
Chennai district ranked 38th, with only 54% for
door-to-door waste collection, 36% for source
segregation, and 21% for waste generation and
processing by the local body.

Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC), how-
ever, still claims it had rolled out several initia-
tives, including door-to-door waste collection,
segregation rules for bulk waste generators,
and fines for dumping garbage in public spaces.
Tt said the citizen feedback was limited.

Every day, around 6,150 tonnes of garbage is
collected from the city. Night conservancy is
also carried out in all residential, market, and
commercial areas. Door-to-door collection of
garbage is carried out in all zones. The collec-
tion has been privatized for solid waste manage-
ment at 12 zones. However, neither door-to-door
collection nor waste segregation has been ef-
fectively carried out by either private contrac-
tors or corporation workers.

Residents complain that vacant plots and
dustbins have become dumping grounds.
“Though door-to-door waste collection has been
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DUMPING HOTSPOTS: (Top) A 2018 picture of
waste mound near Adyar. The scene has still
not changed for the better

welcomed, sanitary workers dump garbage on
the road claiming they would segregate it and
take it to Kodungaiyur dump yard. However, no
action ensues. We are unable to use that road
due to the foul smell, and it leads to various
health hazards,” said A Balaganesh of Kaladi-
pet in Tiruvottiyur zone.

The biomining process at Perungudi and
Kodungaiyur dump yards is carried out at a
slow pace, and the remediation of dumpsites is
33%. GCC commissioner J Kumaragurubaran
said, “Compared to other districts, Chennai is
doing well. However, the feedback received has
been minimal, which is the primary reason for
the drop in ranking. Outsourcing is the key to
improving waste management. Several zones
are already maintained by private players, and
the remaining will also be outsourced, which
will ensure visible changes.”

He added, “the number of complaints raised
by the public is relatively lower in the privatized
zones compared to the areas maintained by the
corporation, even on social media platforms.”

GCC has planned to install CCTV cameras
in 400 hotspots to monitor waste dumping in
public places and penalise violators.




Social and Economic Services

State government launches door delivery
of essential commodities on a pilot basis

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

73-year-old R. Rajeswari, a
senior citizen residing in
Velachery, was spared a
walk to the fair price shop
as a truck brought the es-
sential commodities to her
street on Wednesday after-
noon.

The initiative is part of a
pilot project by the State
government to provide es-
sential commodities to be-
neficiaries of the public
distribution system (PDS).
A total of 10 vehicles at-
tached to as many shops
in south Chennai went to
the residences of senior ci-
tizens and persons with
disabilities (PwDs) on
Tuesday. A shopkeeper
was travelling on each of
these trucks with the com-
modities, a weighing ma-
chine and a palm reader.

A.N. Valli, another se-

Novel initiative: Essential commodities being delivered at the
doorstep in Velachery on Wednesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

nior citizen who benefited
from the initiative, said
she was told that the mo-
bile shop would visit her
locality the following day,
too. “Even though the
shop I normally visit is on-
ly two streets away from
my residence, this arran-
gement of door delivery
will be very convenient for
me and other senior citi-
zens. 1 appeal to the go-
vernment to continue the

Source: The Hindu, 3 July 2025, p.6

Just 7% of TN’s gig
workers signed up
for welfare scheme

Ramyasre.N
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu's gig
worker population is 15
lakh, but only about 10,000
have enrolled under the Ta-
mil Nadu Platform-Based
Gig Workers Welfare Board
since itslaunch in2023. “The
chief minister unveiled the
statutory board two years
ago. Yet, only around 7% ha-
ve signed up so far,” said Di-
vyanathan, secretary of Ta-
mil Nadu Manual Workers
Welfare Board.

At the national level, the
govt plans to offer benefits to
gig workers under the Code
onSocial Security,2020. Whi-
le Karnataka, Telangana,
and Rajasthan passed sepa-
rate laws to protect gig wor-
kers, TN included gig wor-
kers in the Tamil Nadu Ma-
nual Workers Act of 1982.
This law covers 19 other gro-
ups of workersfromunorga-
nised sectors such as const-
ruction workers, washer-
men, and tailors.

Tobeeligible for the sche-
me, a worker must be emplo-
yed by an online platform
without a formal employer-
employee relationship. Once
registered, gig workers can

Source: The Times of India, 6 July 2025, p 2

avail themselves of benefits
such as 71 1akh for disability
caused by accidents and
%30,000 for natural death.
Upon reaching the age of 60,
and if the workers continue
to renew membership, they
are also eligible for a month-
1y pension of 1,200.

‘Women workers receive
%6,000 as maternity aid and
25,000 as marriage allowan-
ce. Daughters of registered
workersstudyingup to Class
XII can also receive 1,500.
Eligible gig workers can re-
gister at tnuwwb.tn.govin.

Blaming the slow regi-
stration on the nature of
work, K Nyanasambandam,
additional labour commis-
sioner, said, “A year ago, we
tried promoting it on streets,
but workers don’t have time
to stop and listen. They lose
outonorders,” he said. Whi-
letherearenoplansforalar-
ge-scale promotion, posters
have been put up by the labo-
ur department at worker res-
ting pods. “We saw a spike in
registrations after these
pods started. More pods are
comingup in Anna Nagar, T
Nagar, and near Central Sta-
tion,” said Mohamed Shaffi,
a junior assistant at Anna
Nagar pod facility.

measure,” Ms. Valli said.

The mobile shops are
expected to cover parts of
north Chennai on Thurs-
day.

“The idea is to ensure
that those aged 70 or
above, PwDs, and persons
in need get essential com-
modities at their door-
step,” a top government
official said, pointing out
that it was the State go-
vernment’s own initiative.

A total of 10 vehicles
attached to as man
fair price shops in
south Chennai went
to the residences of
senior citizens and
persons with
disabilities on
Tuesday

Around 5,000 beneficiar-
ies are likely to be covered
during the ongoing drive.

Districts covered

Apart from Chennai, the
pilot project covers Cud-
dalore, Ranipet, Tirunel-
veli, Erode, Sivaganga, Na-
gapattinam, Dharmapuri,
Dindigul, and the Nilgiris.
The coverage will be com-
prehensive — rural, coas-
tal, hilly, semi-urban, and
urban. Launched on Mon-
day, the study is being
conducted through the

cooperative societies run-
ning the fair price shops. It
will be completed by Sa-
turday (July 5).

After assessing the pilot
project, the government
will take a call on further
course of action, the offi-
cial said.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin will make a formal an-
nouncement.

Consumer activist T. Sa-
dagopan said the govern-
ment could have issued a
press release  before
launching the pilot study.
“A few days ago, some offi-
cials were seen going from
house to house, seeking
details of the elderly and
PwDs. As many PDS benef-
iciaries are not aware of
the government’s initia-
tive, they are reluctant to
respond to calls or speak
to unknown persons — a
situation that could have
been avoided easily,” he
added.

Aadhaar must to access
denotified community
welfare schemes: TN

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
has made Aadhaar authenti-
cation mandatory for of wel-
fare schemes implemented
by the Denotified Communi-
ties Welfare Board. This is to
ensure welfare reaches the
deservingindividuals.

The schemes covered in-
clude accidental assistance,
natural death and funeral ex-
penses, educational aid, mar-
riageand maternity assistan-
ce,reimbursementfor specta-
cles, and old age pension. To
ensure seamless access, the
department and its imple-
menting agencies, the dis-
trict collectorates and Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation,
will make arrangements for
biometric authentication. If
where Aadhaar verification
fails due to poor biometrics or
other issues, alternative met-
hods such as face authentica-
tion or OTP-based verifica-
tion will be provided.If none

To ensure seamless
access, the dept and its
implementing agencies,
the district collectorates
and GCC, will make
arrangements for bio-
metric authentication

of these options work, bene-
fits may be disbursed based
on a physical Aadhaar letter
verified through its QR code.
Scanners will be made avai-
lable at designated centres for
thispurpose.

Source: The Times of India, 19 July 2025, p 5
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After success of Kolathur centre, four

more st

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: After the success
of Muthalvar Padaippa-
gam) in chief minister MK
Stalin’s Kolathur constitu-
ency, the Chennai Metro-
politan Development Au-
thority (CMDA) has decid-
ed to build four more such
common study centres cen-
tresincorecityareas.

The CMDA has floated
tenders for the study
spaces, which will feature
digital libraries, reading
areas, book lending rooms,
and workstations. The
work bays will feature a
minimum of 100 seats, with
computers and Wi-Fi, and a
maximum of 300+, depend-
ingon the location and size
of the building. The build-
ings areexpected tobe com-
pleted in seven months
from the date of awarding
the tender, said officials.

The centres are coming
up in Ayanavaram, Pulian-
thope, Aminjikarai,and Pe-
rambur, with each costing
from %1.5 crore up to 10
crore. As per the designs,

COMING SOON: Proposed design for the study spaces for the public

CMDA minister P K Sekarbabu said the one in
Kolathur became a big hit with at least 200 students
using it at any point of the day. “Six people who used
the facility aced the TNPSC exam. The new ones will
help expand the initiative,” he said.

the one proposed at Aya-
navaram will have three
floors and a 350-seat capaci-
ty on the ground, first, and
second floors. It also has a
parking facility for around
100 bikes and about30 cars.
In Perambur, the CMDA

alsoplanstocreateanopen-
area study centre, along
with a kids’ play area, to
help mothers, new parents,
and researchers who may
need to keep their kids oc-
cupied while they study
The Perambur centre will

Source: The Times of India, 6 July 2025, p 2

Stalin inaugurates new
buildings, other projects
for various departments

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Friday virtually inaugu-
rated new facilities con-
structed at a cost of ¥10.57
crore at the Arulmigu Sub-
ramaniyaswamy temple at
Tiruchendur in Thoothu-
kudi district.

He also distributed pro-
motion orders to six
priests serving the Arulmi-
gu Ramanathaswamy
temple.

Mr. Stalin also launched
the ‘Nutrition Farming Mis-
sion’ that is aimed at en-
hancing nutritional securi-
ty and increasing farmers’
net income through pro-
duction of vital crops. The
mission involves distribu-
tion of vegetable seed kits,
fruit plant kits, and pulse
seed kits, among others.

The Chief Minister in-
augurated buildings con-
structed by the Agriculture

and Farmers’ Welfare De-
partment in various loca-
tions across the State at a
cost of 103 crore.

He also inaugurated
buildings constructed by
the Animal Husbandry De-
partment across the State
at a cost of ¥25.25 crore.

Ministers M.R.K. Pan-
neerselvam, M.P. Sami-
nathan, Anitha R. Radhak-
rishnan, and P.K.
Sekarbabu; Chief Secretary
N. Muruganandam; and se-
nior officials were present
during the event held at
the Secretariat.

Review meetings

The Chief Minister also
chaired several meetings to
review the functioning of
the Special Programmes
Implementation, Housing
and Urban Development,
Hindu Religious and Char-
itable Endowments, and
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Departments.

Source: The Hindu, 5 July 2025, p.5

ed in city

also have a landscaped ar-
ea. The centre at Aminjika-
rai will have a digital li-
brary where six people can
sitatonceandalendingsec-
tion for people to borrow
books.

CMDA minister P K Se-
karbabu said the one in Ko-
lathur became a big hit
with at least 200 students
using it at any point of the
day.

“Sixpeople whousedthe
facility aced the TNPSC ex-
am. The new ones will help
expand the initiative,” he
said. The centres are busy
throughout the day. “From
college students to PhD
scholars, everyone is com-
ing,” he said, adding that
they plan to expand the
number of computers in
thedigitallibrary section.

“If the centres can also
provide free premium ac-
cess to news portals and
study websites, it would
further help researchers,”
said K Sanjana, 39, who us-
es the centre in Kolathur.
Officialssaid they willlook
at adding premium sub-
scriptions.

TN. CM to launch
‘Ungaludan Stalin’
initiative on July 15

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin is set to launch
the first camp of the ‘Unga-
ludan Stalin® (Stalin with
You) initiative on July 15 at
the Chidambaram Munici-
pality in  Cuddalore
district.

Under this initiative,
10,000 special camps will
be organised across both
rural and urban areas in all
districts from July 15 to No-
vember. According to an
official release, the initia-
tive aims at directly ad-
dressing public grievances
and bring government ser-
vices and welfare schemes
directly to people’s neigh-
bourhoods.

M.K. Stalin

While 3,768 camps will
be conducted in urban
areas, 6,232 will be held in
rural areas.

The camps in urban
areas will offer 43 services
from 13 departments while
46 services from 15 depart-
ments will be made availa-
ble at camps in rural areas.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

From Page One

CM to launch ‘Ungaludan
Stalin’ drive on July 15

In addition, medical services will be provided at
each camp to ensure the well-being of the public,

the release said.

As part of the initiative, nearly 1lakh trained vo-
lunteers will visit each household starting July 7,
to inform people about the date and location of
their nearest camp. They will also explain the va-
rious government services being provided, the
eligibility criteria, and the documents required to
avail of the services. Information booklets and ap-
plication forms will also be distributed.

Women who are eligible but have been left out
of the Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thogai scheme
can submit their applications at the camp. Appli-
cations for this scheme will be issued only at these
camps. All applications received will be pro-
cessed, and appropriate action will be taken with-
in 45 days, the release added.

Source: The Hindu, 6 July 2025, p.1 and 8
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Water dispensing units big draw; 2.8L people benefited’

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: As many as 2.8
lakh people have quenched
their thirst from the 50 water
dispensing at 50 locations in
a little more than a fortnight
since their launch, say offi-
cials of Metrowater.

Officials of the water
agency, who installed tanks
with capacities of 3,000
litres, 6,000 litres and 9,000
litres at the wvarious loca-
tions, said most units were
connected to supply lines,
while those on the beach
front, belonging to the third
category to cater to the huge
footfalls, are filled by tankers
when empty.

The auto-filling system,
an official said, ensures that
when the water level touches
the bottommost point, the
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QUENCHED: Tanks with capacities of 3,000 litres, 6,000 litres and

9,000 litres were installed at the various locations

motor automatically fills wa-
ter. And when the tank is full,
the motor disconnects auto-
matically. This ensures con-
tinuous water supply and

Source: The Times of India, 11 July 2025, p 3

10-year plan to bring the
world to Mamallapuram

TTDC Floats
Tender For
Consultancy

Vivek.Narayanan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Over the next deca-
de, Mamallapuram will evol-
ve into a full-fledged tourism
hub, complete with beach
circuits, cultural trails, bota-
nical gardens,and adventure
zones, while keepingitsanci-
ent stone monuments intact.

The state tourism depart-
ment has launched a 10-year
tourism destination master
plan aimed at turning the
town into a tourism hub. The
Tamil Nadu Tourism Deve-
lopment Corporation
(TTDC) has floated a tender
to onboard a consultancy
firm for the preparation of
the plan. The first major
changes are expected within
8-12 months of commence-
ment, said officials.

“We are envisaging Ma-
mallapuram as an interna-
tional destination. It willbea
comprehensive develop-

prevents overflowing.
Regarding safety, he said
all the 50 units are connected
to CCTVscameras and moni-
tored round-the-clock from

File Photo

Vel

TOURIST HUB: Plan to hos events to ensure tourists visit year-round

ment leveraging the tourism
and cultural potential of Ma-
mallapuram and nearby are-
as. CMDA’s plan will be on re-
gulations,” said K Maniva-
san, tourism, culture and re-
ligious endowments
department.

The plan proposes a mix
of eco-tourism, heritage tra-
ils, adventure sports, beach-
siderecreation, and wellness
zones. The town will host we-
ekend carnivals, monsoon
festivals, and educational
camps to ensure tourists ke-
ep coming through the year,
said an official from the tou-
rismdepartment. Communi-
ty-based tourism will be pro-
moted, with local artisans

Source: The Times of India, 6 July 2025, p 3

and vendors playing akeyro-
le. Inputs from focus groups
and tourism stakeholders
will shape the final concept.
It will include provisions for
climate resilience, waste re-
cycling, solar energy, and
plastic-free zones, he added.
The plan also focuses on
infrastructure. Roads, sani-
tation, water supply, signage,
and last-mile connectivity
will all get a boost. The
town’s streets, public spaces,
and beach fronts will be rede-
signed with landscaping, se-
ating, lighting, parking, and
food courts using local, eco-
friendly material, the offici-
aladded.
All

development will

There is a demand for
setting up similar units
at beaches and stations.
At present, no
dispensing unit has
been installed at the
famous Elliot’s Beach in
Besant Nagar which
draws large crowds
during weekends

the Metrowater head office
in Chintadripet. There were
acouple of incidents wherea
few CCTV cameras were sto-
len and police stepped up vig-
ilintheareas.

There is a growing de-
mand for setting up similar
water dispensing units at

The plan proposes a mix
of eco-tourism, heritage
trails, adventure sports,
beachside recreation, and
wellness zones

comply with CRZ, forest, and
wildlife regulations. A GIS-
based land suitability map
will guide permitted uses,
while a dedicated destina-
tion management fram-
ework will ensure long-term
monitoring, compliance,
and sustainable growth.

“Mamallapuram should
be developed like Kovalam’s
Blue Flag beach — clean, in-
viting, and ideal for tourists
seekingrelaxation. Evenour
street vendors and shops will
follow a uniform, hygienic
design, blending tradition
with comfort,” said Valar-
mathi Y, chairman of the Ma-
mallapuram Town Panchay-
at.

Padmini Narayanan, for-
mer secretary, Travel Agents
Association of India, said
that Mamallapuram should
become a destination that
welcomes all types of tou-
rists. “There should be some
nightlife too,” she added.
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beaches, railway stations
and metro stations in the city.
At present, no dispensing
unit has been installed at the
famous Elliot’s Beach in Be-
sant Nagar which draws
large crowds during week-
ends.

Talking about the advan-
tages of the free water dis-
pensing system, another offi-
cial said that earlier people
used to buy water at ¥20 per
litre. Now, with the free dis-
pensing of RO treated water,
requests for setting up more
such units are pouring in
from various quarters.

Metrowater authorities
believe these units will not
only quench people’s thirst
but also reduce dependence
on bottled water sold at high
prices, especially in crowded
public places.



TN toreintegratekids in institutions into families

Pilot initiative to promote adoption and foster care of children residing in Child Care Institutions across the state

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennai

THE Directorate of Children
Welfare and Special Services
(DCWSS) will soon launch a pi-
lotinitiative to strengthen fam-
ily-based alternative care serv-
ices for children currently
residing in Child Care Institu-
tions(CCIs)across Tamil Nadu.
To implement this, the directo-
rate will partner with an NGO
to reintegrate these children
into safe and nurturing family
environments.

The 12-month pilot project
will include assessing children
in care homes and preparing
individual reintegration plans.
It will also focus on skill devel-
opment, stakeholder capacity

building, policy advocacy, mon-
itoring and evaluation and evi-
dence-based research. The ini-
tiative aims to support the
expansion and long-term sus-
tainability of family-based care
maodels in the state. According
to officials, over 22,000 children
are currently housed in child
protection homes run by the
government and NGOs across
Tamil Nadu. While a majority
of them have families and are
in institutional care only tem-
porarily, a smaller proportion
is without any family support.

“Ouraim is to promoteadop-
tion and foster care for children
without families. We also plan
to support families whose chil-
dren are currently in institu-
tions, so they are not compelled

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 July 2025, p.2

THE BRASS TACKS

u Total number of childcare
facilities in TN: 794

® Govt-run facilities: 36
homes with around 1,500
children

® NGO-run facilities: 758
homes with 21,000
children

w Juvenile homes: 12 facilities
with floating population

to leave them in care homes. In
the initial phase, we will focus
on children who don’t have
families,” an official said.

As part of the initiative, the
partner NGO will be required
to develop comprehensive

guidelines to prepare children
and families for reintegration,
with a focus on age-appropriate
skill development and voca-
tional readiness. It will also
draft a standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) for reintegrating
children into family and com-
munity settings, incorporating
life skills, career guidance and
support systems. Both the
guidelines and SOP will be
aligned with national skill de-
velopment frameworks, child
protection laws, and interna-
tional child rights standards,
and will be submitted to the
government for approval. In ad-
dition, the NGO will be respon-
sible for developing systems to
track reintegration progress,
skill development outcomes,

and long-term child well-being.
It will analyse cases where re-
integration fails and recom-
mend strategy improvements.
The organisation will also as-
sess training needs among
child protection officials, social
workers and its own staff, to en-
sure effective implementation.
“In the last budget, the state
government allocated 120
crore to provide a monthly sti-
pend of ¥2,000 to children who
have lost both parents and are
being raised by relatives, to
support their education until
they turn 18. Qur goal is to
adopt a child-centric approach
and ensure children receive
family-based care, which is cru-
cial for their healthy develop-
ment,” said a senior official.

Each AAY cardholder gets

PDS subsidy for 4-member
family in TN at a high 3300

B ANBUSELVAN @ Chennai

A ration card of a family
comprising three to four
members receives an aver-
age monthly subsidy of 300
from the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment through the Public Dis-
tribution Svstem (PDS). This
amount includes a subsidy
of #120-F200 for cooking oil
and T80 for tur dal, according
to the bills being issued at
fair price shops from June
2025 after the integration of
Point of Sale (PoS)machines.
This is a significant jump
from the initial subsidy of
#20 each given for oil and dal
when the scheme was intro-
duced in 2007.

The initiative to provide
detailed bills is a notable step
towards transparency, with
the government publicly re-
vealing both the actual cost
and subsidy provided for
each commeodity distributed

WONTHLY PDS SUBSIDY GIVEN BY THE TN GOVERNMEN
DR A FOUR-MEMBER NPHH RATION CARD
Actual uantity | Total bill PDS bill Subsid
commodiy | to0 | e | ) | () | amount(e)
(Cookingoil | 14391 1 | wa | 5 Tagl
Tur dal 109.15 1 10915 30 .15
Sugar 78 2 6 50 1562
Rie 8.3 10 k] | 1] k]
Wheat** 7k 3 8312 | 1] .

[ Total - | - | 4940 105 | 3899

== Wheat i not upplied egularly in FOS shops.

Hased on a hill from & famil yin Ambattue, Chennai

through PDS for the first
time. The average cost per kg
is ¥8.30for rice, T37.81 for sug-
ar; and $27.74 for wheat. While
rice and wheat are supplied
for free, sugar is supplied at
F25 per ke.

According to official
records, TN has 2.15 crore ra-
tion cards. Of these, 95-96%
of cardholders purchase oil
and dal each month, while
90% buy sugar and 80-85%
purchase rice regularly. A

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 July 2025, p.1 and 5

four-member family with a
Non Priority Household
{NPHH) card at Ambattur
that purchased 10kg of rice,
kg of wheat, 2kg of sugar; 1
litre of oil, and 1kg of tur dal
received a total monthly sub-
sidy of 390, revealed their
bill. Similarly, a three-mem-
ber household holding an
NPHH card at Villivakkam
received a subsidy of T300 per
month for purchasing oil, dal,
sugar and rice. P5
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3500 subsidy per month

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TNIE has cross-verified these
bills with both the PDS staff
and the state food department.
“These bills not only show the
subsidy granted by the govern-
ment to help manage inflation
but also the actual cost of each
PDS commodity. The actual
cost includes both procurement
and transportation costs of the
product. This brings greater
transparency into the system,”
said an official from the food
department.

Through the PDS, about
20,000 metric tonnes of
tur dal and 20,000 kiloli-
tres of cooking oil en-
ter the commodity
market monthly at
subsidised prices, help-
ing to keep inflation in
check, added the official.

Fair price shops sell tur dal
at 30 per kg and cooking oil at
¥25 per litre, whereas in the
open market, tur dal costs be-
tween ¥130 and 150 per kg, and
palmolein oil is priced at T150
to T155 per litre.

“Even when the price of tur
dal soaredto 180 to T200 per kg
in the open market last year,
the government did not raise
the selling price at ration
shops,” the official explained.

The state government has
earmarked 4,800 crore annu-
ally for supplying tur dal and

palmolein oil alone, out of the
total budget of 13,000 crore for
the Food department for 2025-
26.

According to a press release
issued by the Cooperation de-
partment last week, 28,736 out
of 35,001 fair ration shops have
completed the integration of
weighing scales and PoS ma-
chines, helping to prevent any
malpractice during the distri-
bution of commodities. The
PoS machines generate a bill
for every transaction once it is
completed.

The allocation of rice and
wheat for 1.01 crore prior-

ity household (PHH) ra-
\ tion cards under the

National Food Security

Act (NFSA) is funded

by the union
government.
However, the supply of
other commodities, including
tur dal, sugar, cooking oil, and
rice/wheat for NPHH cards, is
funded by the state
government.

The subsidy for each of TN's
18 lakh Antyodaya Anna Yoja-
na cardholders receiving 35 ke
of rice under the NFSA is esti-
mated to reach around 500 per
month, which includes 280
provided by the centre. Follow-
ing the centre's insistence, bills
for items under the NFSA were
issued in just a few locations
about a year ago.



TN govt unveils ‘deemed NOC’
system for planning permits

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Starting July 1, the
state govt rolled out a time-bo-
und 'deemed NOC' system to
streamline the process of obta-
ining No Objection Certifica-
tes (NOCs) for planning per-
missions. Thisstepisexpected
toreducered tape, bring trans-
parency, and speed up project
clearances, especially for the
housing and infrastructure
sector.

"This is the first time a sta-
te has introduced this system.
This GO was released on Oct
24, but norms for deemed
NOCs have been released now.
This is a welcome step for hou-
singand other industries. This
will save three to six months
for getting NOCs," said S Srid-
haran, executive committee
member, CREDAI National.

Under the new framework,
11 key departments — inclu-
ding district collectorates, fire
services, water resources, fo-
rest, CMRL, TNHB — must
process NOC requests within

30 days, with the exception of
the department of agricultu-
re, which hasaZ2l-day deadline.

Once an NOC request is
submitted, departments have
10 days to raise queries and
conduct site inspections. If no
queries are raised within that
period, the system locks furt-
her objections. Applicants
then get 20 days to respond, af-
ter which the department has
another10 days to act. If no ac-
tionis taken, the application is
treated as “deemed approved
initiated”, though the docu-
ment cannot yet be downloa-
ded.

Once deemed approval is
triggered, departmentsgetafi-
nal seven-day objection win-
dow. If no objection is raised,
or if objections are not resol-
ved within the system-defined
periods, the NOC is marked as
‘deemed approved’ and can be
downloaded by the applicant.

Officials said that if an
objection is raised within ti-
me, there’s no fixed limit for
the applicant torespond.

Source: The Times of India, 3 July 2025, p 2

Additional instructions
clarify that NOCs involving
central agencies such as De-
fence, Airport Authority of In-
dia, Archaeological Survey of
India, National Highways Aut-
hority, Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, and So-
uthern Railways must still be
obtained before planning per-
missionis granted.

In coastal regulation zo-
nes, approval from the compe-
tent authority must be secu-
red before applying for plan-
ning clearance. The depart-
ment of agriculture
engineering has been exemp-
ted from issuing NOCs, as HA-
CAvalidation isalready consi-
dered sufficient.

For power infrastructure,
a separate NOC from Tanged-
coisnotrequiredfor HT/LT li-
nes passing through a site, as
these will be verified by CMDA
or DTCP. However, Tangedco
approval is still necessary for
Extra High Tension (EHT) li-
nes such as transmission to-
Wers.

CM inaugurates 729 houses for Sri Lankan Tamils in 5 districts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on
Monday inaugurated 729 hous-
es built at a cost of 238,76 crore
for Sri Lankan Tamils living in
Sri Lankan rehabilitation
camps in Keezhputhupattu
(Villupuram district); Thiru-
murthi Nagar (Tiruppur dis-
trict); Thammampatti (Salem
district); Nagavathl dam and
Kesaikuli dam (Dharmapuri
district); and Kandiyapuram

conference,

Members of the State Minor-
ities Commission called on
Stalin on Monday and thanked
him for granting financial as-
sistance to the members of the
Buddhist, Jain and Sikh com-
munities to undertake pil-
grimage to their holy places.

On June 10, the CM had or-
dered an annual financial as-
sistance of 210,000 per person
will be provided to 50 Bud-
dhists, 50 Jains, and 20 Sikhs
from Tamil Nadu to undertake

(Virudhunagar district).

A release said the CM had an-
nounced that 7,469 new houses
will be built instead of old
houses for Lankan Tamils in 26
districts. In the first phase, or-

ders were issued for building
4,510 houses in 35 camps locat-
ed in 19 districts.

Already, 2,781 houses have
been handed over to the Tamils
in 32 camps in 18 districts. Sta-

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 July 2025, p.4

lin also inaugurated additional
buildings for the Dharmapuri
collectorate and office build-
ings for taluk offices in various
districts, built at a total cost of
254.80 crore, through video

pilgrimages to sacred sites of
their respective religions
within India.

A total subsidy of 712 lakh
will be allocated for 120 indi
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viduals under this scheme. Al-
ready, the government has
been extending financial as-
sistance to Muslims for
undertaking the pilgrimage
to Mecca and Medina, and
to Christians for visiting
Jerusalem.

Stalin also reviewed the
functioning of the 10 key de-
partments on Monday. The
meetings lasted for four hours
at the secretariat.

“The works completed
through every department
were remarkable. I have ad.
vised the officials to complete
the ongoing works also on
time,” the CM said in his post
on the X handle.




Free bus schemes help, but rural India pays more to travel

The share of bus expenditure out of total conveyance expenditure is 206% in rural India

| DATA POINT

Cledwyn Fernandez and
Mohd. Tahoor

he latest World Bank re-
T port has commended In-

dia for pulling 171 million
people out of poverty. Using the
formulation of $2.15 a day as the
poverty line, it has said that ex-
treme poverty fell from 16.2% in
2011112 to 2.3% in 2022-23. Howev-
er, how has the consumption bas-
ket of India changed?

The Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey (HCES) pro-
vides an understanding of where
and how India is consuming. As of
2023-24, the per capita household
expenditure was 34,122 in rural In-
dia, and ¥6,996 in urban India.
The total consumption expendi-
ture for a household can be broad-
ly categorised into food and non-
food. In 2023-24, food accounted
for 47% of expenditure in rural In-
dia, and 39% in urban India. When
compared to earlier years, the
share of food expenditure is lower.
It is interesting to understand
which non-food items account for
a higher share of the consumer’s
wallet. All expenditures in the sto-
ry are per capita, unless men-
tioned otherwise.

Expenditure on conveyance
formed the biggest share of non-
food expenditure for an average
Indian consumer. Conveyance in-
cludes bus, metro, flights and oth-
er modes. The conveyance expen-
diture accounts for 14% of total
non-food expenditure across rural
and urban India. Of these, bus ex-
penditure contributed to 20% of
the total conveyance expenditure.
Given the lower per capita income
in rural India, households are lar-
gely reliant on buses as their prim-
ary mode of transport.

Across all major States, bus tra-
vel accounts for a higher share of
conveyance expenditure in rural
areas when compared to urban
ones. The share of bus expendi-
ture out of total conveyance ex-

penditure is 20.6% in rural India,
but only 16.2% in urban India
(Chart 1). One reason is the availa-
bility of other modes of transpor-
tation in urban areas. Moreover,
there is significant State-wise varia-
tion in the share of bus expendi-
ture. For instance, rural house-
holds in Tamil Nadu, and Kerala
spend 25% of the total conveyance
expenditure on bus travel while in
Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Karnataka
and Haryana the spend is less than
20%. Underscoring the impor-
tance of bus travel as a mode of
transportation, certain State go-
vernments have provided free bus
services for women. In 2019, Delhi
became the first State to offer this.
As 0f 2025, Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Kerala, Telangana, Punjab
and, Jammu & Kashmir are the se-
ven States that offer this for wo-
men. However, there is mixed evi-
dence of the impact of the scheme
on household consumption ex-
penditure on buses. For Delhi,
Karnataka, and Telangana, there
has been a decline in bus expendi-
ture in rural and urban areas. Ho-
wever, in Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
household bus expenditure has in-
creased from 202223 to 2023-24.
At an all-India level, while bus ex-
penditure has decreased by 4% in
urban India, it has increased by
0.6% in rural India (Chart 2).
Thus, the effect of the transport
policies is less pronounced in rural
areas. This data is a wake-up call
for policymakers to improve the
transportation infrastructure, es-
pecially in rural India, and provide
greater accessibility and
affordability.

Moreover, while one would ex-
pect that lower-income house-
holds rely more on buses than
higher-income households, data
suggest the opposite. The share of
bus expenditure to conveyance ex-
penditure is greater among higher
income households than lower-in-
come households. One possible
explanation is that lower-income
households are engaged in the
agricultural sector, where tran-
sportation requirements are mini-

Source: The Hindu, 30 July 2025, p.9

mal. On the contrary, higher-in-
come households might avail bus
services more frequently due to
work commute. To understand
this further, we assess the associa-
tion between non-agricultural
workforce participation and the
share of bus expenditure to the to-
tal conveyance expenditure in ur-
ban India. The analysis suggests
that there is no significant associa-
tion (Table 3). Hence, this implies
that per-capita bus expenditure is
not associated with non-agricultu-
ral workforce participation. This
tends to suggest that urban house-
holds are not using bus services
just for labour market opportuni-
ties alone — a point that policymak-
ers should take into account.

Policies and infrastructure
should be developed to cushion
the cost of conveyance expendi-
ture. First, States should transition
from Internal Combustion Engine
buses to electric buses. This will
reduces the cost for the transpor-
tation department, leading to low-
er ticket prices.

Second, the supply of buses
should increase. India has only 1.5
lakh buses, with an average of only
17 buses per one lakh people. The
Ministry of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs recommends 60 buses per
one lakh people, yet many cities
have fewer than 10. While Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, and Telangana
have approximately 30 buses per
one lakh population, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, and Odisha have fewer
than 10.

Third, it is imperative that the
quality of buses is improved,
alongside better affordability. Re-
ducing the conveyance expendi-
ture for households, will allow
them to repurpose this share of ex-
penditure into other categories
that will improve the overall quali-
ty of livelihood.

Cledwyn Fernandez is a research fellow at
The Indian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations (TCRIER).
Mohd. Tahoor was a research intern at
ICRIER and is currently a student of
Economics at Azim Premji University

Missing the bus?

The data for the charts were sourced from the Household Consumption

Expenditure Survey 2023-24
- e e
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Chart 1: The share of bus expenditure out of the total conveyance expenditure
(2023-24), across rural and urban areas, in States offering free bus rides for women
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Chart 2: Year-on-year change in bus expenditure {2023-24) across rural and
urban areas in States offering free bus travel schemes for women
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Table 3: The non-agricultural workforce participation and the share of bus
expenditure to the total conveyance expenditure in urban India, in select States

The share of bus to total
conveyance expenditure (%)

Non-agricultural workforce
participation rate (%)

Three States with the highest non-agricultural workforce participation rate

Delhi 99 71
Kerala 73 22.1
Punjab 727 15.2
Three States with the lowest non-agricultural workforce participation rate
Chhattisgarh 36.1 7.7
Madhya Pradesh 38.4 178
Uttar Pradesh 44 141
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Chola kings’ statues will be installed in TN: Modi

P THIRUSELVAM
@ Gangaikonda Cholapuram (Aryalur)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday announced
that statues of emperors Raja
Raja Chola and Rajendra Chola
I will be installed in Tamil
Nadu. Speaking at an event at
Gangaikonda Cholapuram in
Ariyvalur commemorating 1,000
yvears of Rajendra Chola I's
maritime expedition to South-
east Asia and marking the Aadi
Thiruvathirai festival at the
temple, Modi said, “While tak-
ing pride in the tradition of our
Bharat, I take a pledge today
that we will install grand stat-
ues of King Raja Raja Chola
and his son Rajendra Cholalin
Tamil Nadu. These statues will
become modern pillars of our
historical consciousness.”

Ina 45minute speech in Hin-
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PM Narendra Modi, Governor R N Raviand other leaders at the Aadi Thiruvat hirai
event in Gangaikonda Cholapuram, Ariyalur district, on Sunday | exesess

di, translated into Tamil, Modi
spoke at length about the con-
tributions of the Chola emper-
ors and the Shaivite tradition
to the country Referring to the
Chola era as one of the golden
ages of India, he said, “The

Chola kings bound India with
the thread of cultural unity. To-
day, our government is carry-
ing forward the same ideas of
the Cholas. We are strengthen-
ing these centuries-old threads
of unity through events like

Memo to Modi: Stalin
repeats key demands
CHENNAI: Ina memo
submitted to PM Modi
during his visit to Tamil
Nadu on Saturday, CM

M K Stalin reiterated key
demands, including the
immediate release of
Samagra Shiksha funds,
approval for long-pending
railway links in TN and a
permanent solution to the
conflict between TN fishers
and Sri Lankan Navy | P4

the Kashi Tamil Sangamam
and Saurashtra Tamil
Sangamam.”

On the Shaivite tradition,
Modi said, “Our Shaivite tradi-
tion has played a huge role in
the cultural formation of India.

The Chola emperors were im-
portant architects of this herit-
age. That is why even today,
Tamil Nadu is one of the living
centres of the Shaivite
tradition.”

Referring to the Chola rulers’
extensive diplomatic and trade
relations with Sri Lanka, the
Maldives, and Southeast Asia,
Modi noted the coincidence of
his return from the Maldives
the previous day. Pointing out
that while historians speak of
Britain’s Magna Carta in the
context of democracy, Modi
said the Chola Empire had im-
plemented democratic electoral
practices centuries earlier
through the Kudavolai Amaip-
pu system.

The PM said the legacy of
Raja Raja Chola and Rajendra
CholaIis synonymous with In-
dia’s identity and pride. P5

Bharat considers defence paramount: PM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CITING global instability, vio-
lence, and environmental crises,
he quoted Siddhar Thirumoolar’s
teaching from the Thiruman-
thiram of AnbeSivam - Love

is God’.

Highlighting that Ra- ¢
jendra Chola I estab- ©
lished Teafr'ttﬁtecglral e
marvel of the Gan- m

gaikonda Cholapuram
temple, Modi said, “The
celebration of the Ganga in the
land of mother Cauvery isalso a
legacy of the Chola empire.”
Referring to the government
efforts to bring back stolen treas-
ures from abroad, Modi said,
“Since 2014, more than 600 an-
cient artifacts and sculptures
have returned to India from dif-
ferent countries. Of these, 36 are

especially from Tamil Nadu.”

On Operation Sindoor, the PM
said today’s Bharat considers de-
fence paramount. “Operation
Sindoor has awakened anew con-
sciousness across the country,

generated self-confidence,
and the world has accepted
India'’s power,” he said.
Earlier, Modi landed at
the helipad in Chola
Ganga and travelled by
road to the Gangaikonda
Cholapuram temple. The
PM’s convoy passed through a
two-kilometre stretch during
which Modi waved to party cad-
res and people gathered on both
sides of the road.

Atthe temple, Modiwas warm-
ly received by the priests. Attired
in a veshti and shirt, he had dar-
shan at the Sanctum Sanctorum
of the Brihadeeswarar temple

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 July 2025, p.1 and 5
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and offered Deeparadhana to
Lord Shiva.

After his darshan, Modi en-
joved a performance of the
Thiruvasagam by renowned
composer and music director Il-
aiyvaraaja and his team. He also
released a commemorative coin
honoring King Rajendra Chola I
and a bookleton Thevaram songs
published by the Sahitva
Akademi. Modi visited the the-
matic exhibition on Shaivism
and temple architecture organ-
ised by the Union Ministry of
Culture. TN Governor RN Ravi,
Union Minister L Murugan, TN
ministers Thangam Thennarasu
and 88§ Sivasankar, BJP state
president Nainar Nagenthran,
were among those who attended
the event. After the function, the
PM flew back to New Delhi from
Tiruchy



Mini-stadiums to come up in 44 more
constituencies; Chennai to get three

Omjasvin.MD
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Expanding the chi-
ef minister’s mini-stadium
scheme, the state sports de-
partment has decided to es-
tablish multipurpose faciliti-
esin44 more assembly consti-
tuencies across 24 districts.
Nine stadiums have already
been completed under phase
one, and work is underway in
18 constituencies under phase
two.

In phase three, Chennai
will get mini-stadiums at Ma-
duravoyal, Thiru Vi Ka Na-
gar, and Perambur. Land has
been earmarked for swim-
ming pools, turf, basketball
and volleyball courts, and
runningtracks. The project is
part of the scheme announ-
ced by chief minister M K Sta-

Chennai will get mini-stadiums at Maduravoyal, Thiru
Vi Ka Nagar, and Perambur. Land has been
earmarked for swimming pools, turf, basketball and
volleyball courts, and running tracks

linlast year to provide one mi-
ni-stadium for every constitu-
ency,

Each stadium will cost a
minimum of %3 crore and will
include amenitiestailored for
local needs. “Each stadium
will have a swimming pool,
running track, indoor gym,
and indoor game equipment
for table tennis, chess, and
carrom. At Chepauk, we cho-
se to set up a futsal turf mana-
ged by a private firm at disco-
unted costs as people wanted
that,” said Meghanath Reddy,
member-secretary, Sports De-
velopment Authority of TN.

Source: The Times of India, 14 July 2025, p 5

The city currently has a
mini-stadium that is operated
on madrasa land at Chepauk
by Turf Town, while another
is under construction in the
chief minister’'s Kolathur
constituency. The one in Ko-
lathur willhouse aswimming
pool alone. Meghnath Reddy
said the turf in Chepauk is
fetching 22 lakh to %3 lakh re-
venueamonth.

The stadiums will also ha-
ve basketball, volleyball, and
badminton courts. “Govt wo-
uld allow private players to
use the stadium at nominal
costsasitwillalso bringreve-

nue for the SDAT,” the mem-
ber secretary said. The stadi-
ums will, however, be free for
district, state,andnational-le-
vel athletes and associations.

Apart from setting up faci-
lities in suburbs such as Poo-
namallee, Gummidipoondi,
and Ponneri, the govt hasalso
focused on expanding the in-
frastructure todistricts outsi-
de the city, Cumbum in Theni
district, Madurai East and
West in Madurai district,
Edappadi in Salem district,
Kovilpatti in Tuticorin dis-
trict, and Pollachi are among
the 44 constituencies where it
will come up.

The work will begin in a
month and will be completed
by the end of this year. By
March 2026, Tamil Nadu will
have mini-stadiums in 71
constituencies, say officials.

~ HERITAGE TAG MAY BRING MORE TOURISTS TO GINGEE

KRITHIKA SRINIVASAN
@ Villupuram

SITES ANDVEAR OF THE FORY
THE Gingee Fort in Villupuram INCLUSION OVERVIEW
district, which was one of, if not
the most, impregnable forts in th'mwmw&ﬂ Area of fortitications
the country during the 17th and am in Gingee included
18th centuries, has been in ® (yreat Living Chola far conservation as
scribed on the Unesoo Wordd Her: Temples =1 per World Heritage
itage list as part of the ‘Maratha ® Nilgiri Mountain Railway Canservation

Military Landscapes of India’
that included 11 more forts from
Maharashitra.

With the site soon to find 4 spot
on the global tourism map, the
inclusion has raised hopes of
tourism-oriented development
in the historically rich but eco-
nomically underdeveloped
region.

The fortifications, spread over
three hills of eastern ghats, with
the tallest being Rajagirl, has
been a stronghold of several dy-
nasties, including the Vijayana-
gar Nayaks, the Bijapuri Sultans,
the Mughals, the Marathas, the
French, and even the British.

(part of Mountain Railwayt
of Indiz) - 1999

® Western Ghats (across
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Karnataka) - 20012

225.49ha

Proud moment: CM
Bulter Zone - Mlmnwl{ CHENNAI: CM M K Stalin said it
stands Is a proud moment for Tamil
2.7153‘4 hﬂ testament to layered Nadu and its enduring cultural
history of South India, heritage. “Delighted that
Drigins date back (o with temples. Gingee Fort, famously known

13th century

miosques, palaces, and
milltary structures
bearing the marks of
varipus dynasties.

e (hhatrapati
Shivaji captuted
the tort in 1677 from
the Bijapur Sultans

as the ‘Troy of the East’, has
been inscribed as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site as part of
the Maratha Military
Landscapes of India,” the CM
said in a post on X. Meanwhile,
Finance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu, sald World
Heritage Site status to this
fort in Villupuram has elevated
its stature on the global arena.
BJP state president Nainar
Nagenthran said this fort was
called as Singapuri during the
Chola period, and Chhatrapati
Shivaji described this as an
impregnable fortress. “Let us
all celebrate this moment that
has filled every Tamil with

joy!” he added. ENS

However, one of the documents
submitted by the union govern-
ment for the Unesco recognition
said, “Is last layer of Maratha
Fortifications is well document
od as one of the most significant
defence systems.”

Collector Sheik Abdul Rah-
man told TNVIE the recognition

paves way for developing the site
for visitors from across the coun-
try and abroad.

While its impregnability due
to its location is what makes ita
remarkable plece of architecture,
it §s the same factor that mukes it
difficult to access for visitors, re-
quiring a tedious trek. The site. at

Source: The New Indian Express, 11 July 2025, p.4

present, lacked adequate
amenities

Writer and archaeology en-
thusiast K Senguttuvan said, It
is a happy moment for us who
have been longing for attention
regarding the archacological
and historical significance of
Villupuram district.”

Asked what measures the AS|
would be taking following the
Unesco recognition, Sushanta
Karan, superintending archae-
ologist, ASI, Chennai Circle, told

"WIE, “World Heritage Monu-
ment tag means visitors will
come from various countries.
The central government and
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AS] would decide about addi-
tonal measures in due course.”
Villupuram MP D Ravikumar
appreciated the efforts of the
state government, and the dis-
trict administration, inaiding to
secury this recognition.
(With inputs from
T Muruganantham @ Chennai)
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