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Tecttnical Educatic:n �-1.nd Industrial Developrr,er:_:t ir\ the t1.arir·a� 

Presidency . 

(The Illuslotie 0£ a Polley !n the Mak.ins) 
• 

"It is �aid that we oueht to secure the cooperation of 
the native public, and that we can do this only by 
tea.china S�nacrit and Arabic. I can by no means admit, 
that, when a nation of hiah intellectual attainments 
und.ertakes to superintend the education of a nation 
comparatively ianorant, the learners are absolutely to 
prescribe the course which is to be taken by the 
teachers." 

(Minute by T.B.Macaulay, dated 2nd February 1835). 1 

"The Natives must either b• kept down by a sense of our 
power, or they must willinaly submit from a conviction 
that we are more wise, more just, more humane and more 
anxious to improve their condition than any other 
rulers they could possibly have". 

(Minute by J.Farish, dated 28 Ausust 1838). 2 

An official documentation of the need t� provide 

technical education to the people of India c�� be traced to 

the Educational Despatch of 18S4:-

"Our attention should now be directed to a 
consideration, lf possible, still more important, and one 
which has been hi ther�o, we are bound to admit, too much 
neglected, namely, how useful an& practical knowledae, 
suit·ed to every station in life, may be beat conveyed to the 

. . . 
Al 1 . G[ overnme11t] O C rders] re·f er to. those ies:ued by the· Madras GQvernment and maintained at the Tamil Nadu Archives, u�less otherwise specified. 1. T.B.Hacaulay's Minute Selections from Educational (Cal�utta 1920), p112. 

reproduced 
Records, 

in H.Sharp (Ed.) 
Part I 1781-1839 

• . 

2. Quoted in the "Introduction' ·in Gauri Viswar1athan rlasks, of Con uest: Ll.terar Stud and Britle·h Rule ln Indla, ·Fat>f\r i . . 

. . 

and Faber (London 1990) ,· · 

• 
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areat mass of the people, who are utterly incapa�le of 

.obtaining any education wor:t:11."J .· of the name by their own 

unaided efforts, · �nd we desire to see the measures of 

Government more especially dlr�cted for 'the future, to this 

object, £or the�atiiln-ent of which we are r•ady to sanction 

a considerable lncreaa� of expenditure.� 2 

The underlylha objective, however, was •·· to ext end 

European knowledae throughout all· classes of the people. 

["The · systems of science and philosophy which form the 

1 earnins of the East abound with arave errors, and eastern '· 
11 teratu�e is at· best very def icie.nt as· reaards a.� 1 modern 

discovery a_nd · improvements'' ] 4 � , .· This obJec:::t_iv·e was to be 

effected by m·eans of th·e Bnalish lanauaae in the hieher 

bt'an.ches of institution and by that of the vet"nac:ular 

la.nsuaaea 0£ India to the ss:-eat mass o-f· th··e people . 

The Despatch noted the "hi&h attainments in English 

literature and European science' by �some of the natives of 

India' but lamented that this success had been confined to a 

small number of persons. The need w�a therefore expressed 

o( extendina far more widely the means of acquirlna aeneral 

Europe�n knowledae of a less hiah order but of such a 

character as may be practically useful ·· to the people of 

India in their different spheres of life. 

. .. , 

. ' 

3 · J. A .. Richey ( Bd. ) Selections ,from Edyca·t i ��al Records, 
Part II 1840-1859, (Calcutta 1922) p.376. 
4. Ibid. p366�- · 
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The Despatch, then, without abandonina the Filteration 
• 

Theory of the Hills and of ttacaulay5 , modified the same by 

emphasizing that, while the Enalish lanauaae would continue 

to be made use of as 'by far the most perfect medium' for 

the education of those persons who had acquired a sufficient 

knowledge of it to receive general instruction throuah it, 

the vernacular langua�es would be employed for the far 

larser, classes who were ianorant of, or imperfectly 

acquainted with English. The Despatch hoped that the 

vernacular literatures of India would be ��adual.ly enriched . 
,' 

-----------�-.. -----
5� The ot'iain, enu11ciation and refinement of ;...hat finally 
came to be known as the Filtet'ation Theory- has a lona 
history and in the Madras Presidency, ln particular, it came 
as a reaction to Munro's scheme of state supported 
educational system to cover as many sections of the 
population as poss l bl e. ttunro' s death put paid to this 
scheme; the court of Directors in London made clear, in no 
uncertain terms, their social bias by ara�ina· that by 
raisin& the standard of inst�uctlon amona the higher classes 
a much areater and more beneficial chanae could be produced 
than by actlna directly on the more numerous class. 
Macaulay and the Hills [James and John Stuart) refined this 
argument into a theory but cloaked its jus�ification in 
terms of practical difficulties, namely, the enormous costs 
involved in t eachina Enal ish and in English to the vast 
numbers involved. Uithin this there was a difference 
between the views of J.S. ttill and Macaulay; while Mill 
considered both Euro·pean literature and science necessary 
for th·e education of Indian children, Macaulay favoured 
literature. It was Hacaulay's view which prevailed. 
Emphasis on literary study set the staae for what Krishna 
Kumar calls the fftext book culture" which culture reinforced 
the dominance of literary study and skills in the 
curriculum. · For details refer: (a) Robert Eric Frykenbera 
"Modern Educ at ion in South India, 1 784-1854: Its Roots and 
its Role as a Vehicle of Intearation under Coror,a.ny R.aj," 
American Historical Revie�, Volume 91, No.1 February 1986. 
(b) Gaurl Vis�anathan: Masks of Conquest: Literary Study and 
British Rule in India, Faber & Faber, Lon,ion 1990. 
especially pp149-l53_ 
(c) Krishna Kumar "Ori e. ins of India's 'Textbook 

and Society Nehru 
No • ·X LV I. I 

Occasi.onal Pape�s· on Ri::;tory 
Museum a.nd L!brary, New D;ihi, 

Culture'" 
Memorial 

·"" ... � .. , 
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by translations of European books or by »the oriainal 

compositions of men whose minds have· been · imbued vith the 

spirit of European advancement, so that European knowledae 
' 

m�y aradually be placed in this ·manner vi thin ·the reach of 

all clas�es of the people''. • 

Followlna the Despatch came the RAport of the Education 

Conu:nlssion in 1883 . Unfortunately, technical instruction 

was one of the few matters connected with education on which 
. ; 

the Commission vas not raquire4 to report. 7 
•, .. But they could 

' t . .  
not ianore th·e question altoaether and a.mone other thinas 

obset:'ved that:-

"It has been felt in all prov.Lnces, and uraeQ by many 

witnesses that the attention of students is too exclusively 

directed to University studies, and that no opportunity i a 
. . : 

offered for the development of what corresponds to the 

"modern side" of schools in Europe. It is believed that 

there is a real need in India for some correspondina course 

which shall fit boys for industr:'ial' or commercial pursuits, 

at the aae when they commoniy matrlculate, more directly 
·, 

than is e££ected by the present •Yet em."• .. 

The CommissJ
.
�n recommended a bifurcation of studies 

into two divisions in the upper c.laaaes of hiah schools -

one lea.din& to th e entrance examination rif the Universities ., ,. 

6. Ibid., p368 
7. Ue have not been successful •o far in locatina mat.erial 
explalnina why 'technical education' did not come undet the 
scope 0£ enquiry of this ·Education Commission.· 
8 · K ·D .. Bharaava C Ed .. ) ;9,1 ect ipns , from Educ;ation.1 Records 
of the Government of lnd1a Volume IV, Technical Education in 
India 1886-1907. National Archives· of India, Delhi 1968, 
p13. 

• 

· · · · · ---·----·-· · ---·-
! 
-.....-;;t ]..,.....,,,.,.,'. l:ll __ _ 

i !', : :  � 
·:' • ... l. ,1 I , 1 · I it ii il 

-. 



. 
" ·' 

and the other, of a more practical character, intended to 

fit youths for comm�r-�ial or non-literar·y pursuits. The 

Government •f India .a.n its rev.a.ew of the Commission's 

Report, £ave the recommendation the full�st sianificance by 
:i 

passlna the followins Resolution in 1884:-

"The bifurcation of studies suaaested by the Committee 

ls of special importance at the present time. Every var.'iety 

0£ study should be encouraaed which may serve to direct the 

attention of native youth to industrial and commercial 

pursuita." 9 

In July 1886, I1acdonnell, the Home dr-ew a 

note examinina the condition of technical €>01.: .. i:;ation in the 

various prov1.nces 

Government to 
• s1ve 

and the atep� taken 

effect to the 1884 

by each 

orders of 

Local 

the 

Government of India enforcina the necessity of. improvements 

1.n the matter of practical and industrial trainine. 

Macdonnell noted that novhere, except in ftadras, had any 

practical steps been actually taken in aivina effect to the 

orders in question. 10 

The attempt in this • paper 1.s to brina out the 

educational manifestations of colonialism throush a study of 

the development of technical education in the Hadras 

Presidency. The model, method, curriculum/content, and the 

organization for developin& a system of technical education 

that was initiated in the Hadras Presidency around 1885 was 

9. Ibid, p15 
10 ... Hacdonnell's Note on Technical Education in 
reproduced !n K.D.Bhargava (Ed. ) op.c!t, p9-84. 

India 

,, ... , .. ·,t ' . . .  •q 













































































































































( c )  Technical Hiah Schools ; 

Uhi le · e a) and (c) ' .. wer a under the department of 

Educa t i on, (b) and (d) wer•· with the Iridustrles Depart�ent. 

The Board f elt  that as· these £ 0 1  .. med di! £erent · a1"'ades of  

75 

technical educat ion, the� could be placed under the 

a.dmi11.ls t rat i ve contt·ol o f  thcet Director o f  Technical  

Educ�t ion with a Technical Edudat ion - Board to  assist him in 

his dut ies . 1 0 :a 

' ; 

103 . .. Sea Not tts of Speech del ivered by T. S. Av it1ash i l i 11aam, 
Minister for Educati on, at the meet ina o f  the Standlna 
Adv isort Bo•rd f or Technical : Educat ion held on December tat,  
1948. 

Educatl�n G. O. No. 2276, · Hlicel l anebue, dated Auaust 12, 
1 95 0 . 

,, _ , _  - ·- - -- " · - ·-· ·-·· · - " . - -· --- .. - -· ·- -----.------- . - ·- -- -- · . - ·  -- -... - . 
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I I I  

To a large extent the question of inadequacy, 

inefficiency and vagueness that, characterized the whole 

couc-se of technical education in the prov.1nce, and, the 

recurrina and inconclusive debates that went on from time to 

time around the theme of how to make technical education 

' more practical ' and/or how much of "practical education" 

was to be introduced into "technical" instruction, had to do 

at one level, with the laraer and more fundamental question 

of how deep and how far the State was to involve itself in 

such quest ions. At another level the colonial impact has 

been deep and structural, revealina itself in many ways: J.n 

the manner in which long years of f oreian rule has shaken 

the confidence of the people in the viability of their own 

culture and institutions ;  in the continuing impact of 

colonialism wherein the essential structure of the 

educational system, inherited from colonial days has been 

retained intact alona with curricular orientation, the 

lanauaae of instruction and of int�llectual discourse, and 

books and journals. 

The indecisiveness that marked the whole approach to 

the problem of technical education can be aathered from the 

periodic doubts that were raised as to _,hat constituted 

technical education - an issue that was never really 

satisfactorily dealt with at any level. Ue do not propose 

to ao · into this qu'estion at any lenath but suff ice i t  to 

hiahl laht some of the discussions that took place around 



\ 

this theme and 1.,;he manner in vhich 

77 

each Presidency 

interpreted the  ,,, -. · · e  
-- c;;. • . . •  to s u i t  cc:--:c! i t  ions vithin the 

Presidency. 1 0 4  The aim of the Bombay Government' s technical 

education proaramme was to supply practical instruction with 

a view to raisin& the standard of existina industries and 

for preparing the way for other useful developments. Cotton 

mil l s  and railway enaineerina beina the chief industries . . . � . i.n 

Bombay Jthf:)n,. it was said that. what was required was an 

ins'j:i tu.t ion .  1 -ocat ed i �  the districts "¥,h �r e the mills were, 

and near . the railway works�ops ,. and that, in this 

instl:t.ution instruction was to b.e aiven in such sciences as 
: . . . .  . .• . -� . 

were. necessary for the prac�ical �equirements of the manager 

and foremen on the one hand and of the skilled artisans and ,, . . 

mechanics on the other. . . . . . As far as the North-west Provinces 

and Oudh was conc$rned , Colvin, the Lt. Governor, pointed out 

that on the one hand there w'-s a variety of arts and 

handicrafts in existence from time immemorial and the 

efforts of the schools o f  art to assist in the improvement 
, . 

of the•e industries had not been very successful. On the 

other hand the extension and growth of British rule had 

brought induatriee . ' ·. · . 
forth certain not of the hereditary 

caste-b$sed occupation variety � , : Colvin emphasized that " it 

is therefore peculiarly the interest of the Enalish 

aovernment to provide £or the instruction of those who 

104 . . . For details see A.Colvin ' s· ' ' Hin·ute · ' on Technical 
Education', Home Education A Proceedinas, December 1892, 
No . 5 0 .  in· Papers Relatina to Technical Educa·tlon . in lnd·ia , 
1886-1904. (Calcutta 1906) pp123-31. · · 
- Also reproduced in K. D.Bharaava ( Ed ):op.cit. , pp89-107. 

··-·-- -· - . . -· -- · -- ·· ·  . . .  . . . .. - - - -· - -· . -· . · · -· - · ·  · -- - ·· ·  . . . . .. .  -· · ·  - ·--· .. -· - - ------,.------
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desire to be enaaged in these induatr-ies, and to create 

every facility f or increas ing the number of those who may so 

desire" . 1 0 s 

In a memorandum recommend ina the a et t i na up of the 

Victoria Technical tnstitute in Hadras, John Adam , - one of 

the Committee members divided technical instruction into two 

distinct but broad branches, namely - seneral and special. By 

seneral technical instruction he meant the trainina of the ··, � . ' 

whole body of school aoina children in one or more of those 

branches that were fund•mental - or necessarily preliminary to 

a l l  instructions. The application of these branches to 

particql•r trades or industries was itermed special - technical 

instruction. Thus al l decoratlv• arts, paint ina , · model l ina ,  

ensravina, jewel :J,ers work, embrodiery., . et c . 
• • £ ormed · sp_ec ia1 

applications of des ign and no pupil who had not - attained : .• 

certain prof lciency in, f r_.�e hand drawina could be admi t·t ed . . . � 

into a class for any one of the above sub jects. ln i the ·same 
. . .. 

way an eleme{ltary knowledae of aeometry and mechanics was 
· '  . . .  

essential to the study of mechanical enaineerine while some 

acquain.tance with ... chemistry and botany was a necessary 

prel lmln.ary to a study of aariculture, f ore,atry , 

horticulture and allied branchee.1 0 •  

The Si�la Conference defined t�chnlcal education as -

105 ... Ibld 
106 .. ' Hemorandum on th� Proposed · Victoria · Technical 
Institute ' by John .Adam 
- Papers relatin4 to Technical Education· in India, 1886-
1904, op.c lt, p91-100 . 

. . ·- . ... - · ·- · ·- - ··· ·  - - -. ··- ··- · ·  -· · ·  .. . . .  · ·- . - - - ---......... -...... ------ - -- - -- · ·- -- - · ·  
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(a) the study of th (:\ scientific methods and prlnclples , 

'-tncler 1 y ins the 

profession ; 

' . � or.a.cr. t r: �  o . .: .... .. � �  hand. i. cra.ft , industry or 

( b) the applicat ion of �l1o a e  nethods �nd principles to the 

practice of th� havdl craft, ,industry or profession in 

question. 

The first r ef err ed to the pr J.mary or technological 

aspect of the subject ; th � � er.:ond to i. t s subsequent and 

practical applicatlon. 1 0 7  
• 

The �ost scathing cc mruents, atticking the lack of 

conceptual clar i f  ic�.t !.. o::l . : . on -·· tl1.e  s ttb j c ct o f  technical 

education , came from the editor 6f the Indian Textile 

Journal, John Uallac e ,  whos e pi ece  is worth quoting at some 

lensth : - 1 0 8  

" One o f  the rarest thint;.. ,_ 
• :.n India l. -: to hear a 

d efinition of. 
.i.. ... h • , k '" ec .nJ. '- 1. ... WO!:' ·.  It is s �erally assumed to 

• consist c:, £  '"" , ·�  - 4\ • .... ... v 1. s c 1. enc e and 

and art ;  the scJ.ence b e i n� mathematicc.1 ,  mechanical 

chemical , and the techniq�e - the art of some kind of work 

in wood and metals ... . 

The confusion of tha terms techni dal and scientific are 

exemp l i fied in two institutions in the Bombay Presidency. 

In the Coll eae of Science, Poona J various physical sciences 

107 . .. . 'Resolutions of 'the Si::11la Conference 
technical education ' in Papers i:- el atlra to 
Fducation in India, 1886-1904, op . c l t .  pp25 1-254. 

( 1901.) on 
Technical 

108 .. . � Technical Education for the Yorkman ' by John Uallace, 
Editor, "Indian Textil e  Journal ". 
- Reproduced in Papers relatinc to the Industrial Conference 
held at Ootacamund in September 1908, op. cit., pp136-141. 

·- · - · · · -- · · · ·- - ·-- ·- - ------� ·----· · - - --- · · · -
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. . 

are taught,· and illustrated by means of work in wood and 

metals for the training of enainners or roads,  bi:" ida ea a'nd 

catials. In the Victoria Jubilee Technical . Institute, 

Bombay, vari6us physical sclnces ar e tauaht , and illustrat�d 

by means of work in wood and metals for the trainina of 

students iri mechanical or electrical enaineer lna: and t •xtil e 

work. lt is not easy to auess on what basis .th e titl es of 

the two institutions "Were chosen, but they_ illustrate t�e 

popular acce�tation of th e terms science and technique .  

The cause ·  of the pres ent state of technical education . .  

in India is· traceable to the constitution of the Educational 

Department which is controlled by University men, whose 

ideas of education are so built upon reading and wr it ing as 

a foundation· that they have overlooked the true relation �£ 

technique to science in a count ry whose industrial trainina 

is still in a very backward condltj.on .  
,,,, !' 

In every other 

country, which has reached any industrial eminence, · the 

knowl edge of handicra !t preceded by many aenerations , that 

of reading and wrltina . 

India has yet· to recover fr-om an educational impulse ln · 

the wrona di rection . Reading and wr-iting, Yhich h�ve been 

of incalculable value of certain classes , are not of use at 

all, and they become positively pernicious' vhen the� entice I . 
• � 

youna men. away · from a sure livina by .handicraft to th e . · 

over-crowded ranks of clerical labour . »  
' 

For a ·  f u l l  assessment of the colonial leaacy even at 

the provincial level, it would be essential amona others , to 

• � t# . . . .  
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examine critically and in depth the components that made up 

what passed for t echn i cal and i ndustrial  educati o n .  

Hadras Presidency these comprised the fol lowina : -1 0 • 

I n  the 

I ( a )  . Technical Scholarships Abroad : Number 

scholarships tenable at a time - four 

(b) Government Institutions : cone lstina of 

The Government School of Technoloay 

The Government Industrial and Trades School 

Aided Industrial School s  

The Government Leather Trades Institute 

(c ) Scholarships to students tenable at : -

(i ) The Indian Institute of Science, Bansalore 

(i i )  The Victoria Jubi l ee Technical Institute, Bombay 

( i i i)Benaraa Hindu University 

(iv)  The Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad 

(v) Jaashedpur Technical Institute 

(vi )  Scholarships for Suaar manufacturina ·tec�noloay 

(vi i )Alded Industrial Scholle  

d Institutes ( cottaae industries) : comprlaina 

( 1) The Gove�nment Text i l e  Institute • 

(i i )  The School of Arts and Crafts 
• 

I I  The Enaineerina Colleae, Hadras 

o f  

1 0 9  . . .  " Revle ·w o f  state action in respect of lnduetrlea -
Hemorandum submitted to the Govern�ent of India. 
- Development Department G. O. No. 360- 61,  Hiscel laneous, dated 
11arch 7, 1935. 

. •· · . ·  . ' 

- - ·  ·- - · - . . . : . --·· · · - - -. . _..._ _________ - ·  - - - ·· · - · 
. ! ' 
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;:: . 

The scope 0£ our study has not been expanded to include 
., 

an examination of -the above . However, a paper tracina the 

development of the Enaineerl na Col l eae at Hadr-as has made 

some important observations, relevant to the araument of our 

paper . 1 1 0 I t  is pointed out that only in 1911 the need for 

an institution capable  of aeneratina knowledae for local 

requirements was expressed and p lane made to convert the 

Madras Enaineerina . Collea�" into a hiah class technol oalcal 

institute capable  of dealina not only with the immediate but 

also the prospective needs of ·  the Presidency . "  I n  1 9 2 2  

asaln came the recommendation , .that. " the Col lege of  

Enaineerina at Guindy should be •xpanded in due course and 

developed into a techno loalcal institute" Despite al l these 

exhortations, the paper points out , the col leae failed to 

become an advanced centre of  research until af ter India 

achieved its independence. 1 1 1  

Aaain the . comparison between the l'fadras .Enaineerina 

Col leae and the Enaineerina Col leae established at Tokyo, 

Japan is reveal ina . 
, 

"The establishment of this col leae 

• Tokyo Enaineerina Col l eaei ha� been claimed as an important 

fflileetone in Japanese development because it was this 

col leae that acted as a catalytic aaent for the emeraence of 

Japanese technical eminence in the future . 'Uithln : 30 years 

of  the establishment o f  this Col leas, nine other major 

�echnical institutions teachina civil ensineerina, ship 

110 ... .. . Ambitajan, $ .  "The Content of  Science and Technoloay 
Educ�tion in South I�dia durina the Colonial Period" (mimeo, 
ftadras, undated) -
111 .. . Ibid 

· . . , � 1· , i. . : ·i ;i
1

'l j' i 
. . j • I ; 'Jo � • 

! ! : I n t · 

' 



83 

buildina, electrical enaineerins, minina and metalluray, 

and tJi th a total str engtl:. : '  � 1 2 0 0  students , were brouaht 
. 

i 

into existence .  By . .  1903 - thirt y  years af ter its 

establishment - tl1e Tol-cy? Engineeri.na College had a etaf· f 

strength of 24 prof �s Aot· s ,  24 assi�tant professors and 2 2  

lecturers . By co,1-traa t ,  in 19L ,,1 - fifty years c..f  ter the� 

Hadras Enaineering College wa� established - it had no more . ·.· . 

than four professors and 12 instructors. " 1 1 •  

Uhlle there never was any sustained/sinale-minded 

expansion of technical education • 
1.n India, even the feeble 

ef forts at spreadin� the same could not have had any 

positive e f f ect in br.oadening the base of " steam 

intellect " 1 1  a given that o f. f  icial policy at t he same time 

was overtly and covert ly antagonistic to any large scale 

industrialization taklnc plar � in India . lJh en except l ona 1 

individuals l ike C .atterton tried to create a demand for 

techni� .... : . .. ..;, . .... .... � , . . .  � . . . , . 
·•· ·  ., - - . ...... ...... State 1.n 

• 

entrepreneurial activity ,  a lot  of hairsplittina took place 

over whether that 1Jas the right method of instruction and 

over 1Jhere state pr oiaot lon ended a .. 1d c.:>:nr.1erclal intereat 

took over . Chatterton' s ef forts were frowned upon by the 

higher authorities. J . P . Hewett , Secretary to the government 

o f  India m'ade it cl ear 
:
7. 

• 1.n no uncertain terms that " the 

success achieved by H� . ChattertQn has been due to his 

112 . . .  Ibid 
113 . . .  Ambira j an, S .  "Steam Intell . .ect and the Raj :  T.echni

1
a1 

Education in �ou\�e 
In�{taJn f �:el�

ie�\t eeE;�i e1'i���?asa}� �� Inkster ( Ed) · . . . . c ·  l S 2 0 - 19 1 4  (Not t lnahasn 
Culture, Education and 'lndustrx; ' . .s.rca 

.:..;... ........... , ; .  
1 9 8 5 )  

· · ·- -- • • • • • •  - - - -- - -- - • • • - ·- -- -· -· - ·v - · · ·- ·- · ·-- · -·· · -·· - - • - -· · -- • •• --------· ·····-- - - - - . . . .  · -·- - ·-· · ·  . . . .. · - - ·· - ·- ·  - . .  · - -··- --· - - · --·--· · ·- . .  -· ·· 
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peculiar qualifications for the wor.k which he has 

undertaken. Such qLa l i  ! l. c t1.t· ; on.q are no"':; ordinar i ly to be 

expeeted or desired ln an educational of f icer, and the 

Government o f  India wish it  to be distinctly understood that 

commercial enterprises, such as this muat not be undertaken 

as a part of the scheme 0 £  Technical Education in .I ndia. "1 1 4  

A "careful ly planned and met iculously executed pol icy" 

o f  defrauding and exploitina India cannot be drawn from 

studi es with ·1 imi t ed scope such as ours. However, ! 1.'"0 ll\ a 

concatenation of events, from statements of  o £ ficials who 

matte l.'" ed and £rom an examinat ion of the leaacy that has b e en 

l e !t behind, it is possible to inf eL"" and establ ish w i th some 

amount o f  certainty the (act that in colonial education 

there occurred simultaneously an obl iteration o f  the t"oots 

of the colonized and the denial of the wherewithal to ehanae 

except on l imited terms. Further.", the tension between the 

upward mob i l ity promised by modern studies and the l imited 

opportuni t ies open to the colonized for advancement exposed 

114 . .. Letter ft"om J. P. Bewett, Secretary to the Government o f  
India, addressed to the Local Governments reaardina 
encouraaement o f  technical ed�cat lon, dated November 20, 
1 9 0 1 .  : .  
- Papers relatina to Technical Education in I ndia, (1886 -
1904), op. clt , p2S3-S4. 
It is int eresting to 11.ote the dl f !erent position taken by 
J. P. H ewett as Lt. Governor of the North-Uest Provinces and 
Oudh. In his inauaural address to the Industrial Conf erence 
held at Nainital in August 1 9 0 7  he observed � "· But l it  does 
seem to b e  a� axiom that there is _&,.._.Y.,!rY close connection 
betw&en education and the proaress of industries and tra�e. 
Undoubt edly this truth has not been suf f iciently recoanlzed 
in India, and to my mind its backwardness in industries and 
trade is laraely due to the failure to recoanize  th� 
importance 0£  oraaniz ing on a proper . basis its system 0 £  
education", ( emphasis added) 
- Rep�oduc:ed in K . D. Bha�aava (Ed) : op cit, p274 . 
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as 

tbe {u11.dMaental paradox of British imperialism :  economi.c 

exploitation. r equi r ed the sanct i on o f  hiaher motives ,. but 

once  colonial int erven t i on t ook on a moral j ust i f icat i on 1 1 9 

- that is , the improvement o f  a backward peopl.e - the 

pr essure to sustain expectat ions o f  the people  and match the 

educat i onal oppo�tun i t i es with job opportun i t i es cr eat ed new 

internal stresses . At the same t ime official statements 

l ike  Uood ' s  despatch cleariy art i culat ed the mat erial 

inter ests o f  capital i s t  soci ety whi l e  endora ina an 

educat i onal sys t em that reproduced d iv i s i on o f  labour 

directly and 

indlrectly. 1 1 •  

caate structure · and social inequalities 

• 

1 1 5 .  For a well document ed elaborat i on of the colonial 
d!acourae on education ( t o  which both Enalish and Indian 
int e l l ectuals contribut ed ) and which impl i ed a moral ly 
super i or t eacher and a s o c i ety whos e character was in need 
o f  reform, see  Krishna Kumar : "Colon ial C i t i z en aa an 
Educational Ideal" , Occasional Papers on History and 
Soci ety, ( Second s er l ea ) ,  No . X I I I ,  Nehru M emor ial Mus eum and 
L ibrary, New Delhi , November . 1 9 8 8 .  
1 1 6  . . .  For an exce l l ent overvi ew 
mani f estat ions of colon ial ism see 
( a )  P.G.Altbach and Gai l  P . Kelly  
Colonial ism, Lonaman Inc, New York, 
Introduction . 

o f  the educat i onal 

Educat ion and ( Eda . ) :  
1978, specially,  the 

( b )  Gaur l  Viawanathan I'laaka -o f Conquest : Literary study and 
Brit ish Rul e  in IndlaL Faber and Faber , London 1 9 90 . 
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