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Abstract

Over the last few decades, all societies have been subjected to fundamental processes of
transformation which have chaflenged the prevalent social and ideological systems. These processes
have also challenged the familiar models of social criticism and methods of social transformation.
The ideological systems of Marxism and liberal democracy had emphasized the proletarian class
and political citizen as the main agents of social criticism. But contemporary changes have pointed
to the limits of these categories as bearers of criticism, creativity and transformation. The present
article discusses the task and functioning of criticism at the contemporary juncture and points to the
need for broadening its agenda from its predominantly political articulation to practices and processes
of self-criticlsm, moral struggles, cuttural creativity and seti-transformation. It also discusses the lgsue
of criticism and creativity in the field of culture. The article concludes with an engagement with the
dialectics of contemporary transformations. It argues that dialectics needs to be rethought today in
the light of contemporary processes of multl-dimentional tranformation political and spiritural

and needs to be linked to both the puise of dialogue and the puise of freedom.






















































