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CALL FOR PAPERS

The MIDS Scholars Forum invites doctoral students and early-career
researchers to critically engage with contemporary challenges at the
intersection of environment, development, and society. The Second
Annual Development Conclave seeks to examine how ecological
change, governance structures, technological transitions, climate risks,
and urbanisation are reshaping development trajectories in India. The
conclave aims to provide a platform for reflecting on emerging
research questions, policy debates, and methodological approaches in
the context of these evolving dynamics.
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SCAN QR TO APPLY

 (including but not limited to)
Power, People, and the Planet: Unequal access to land, water, and
forest resources; climate justice, vulnerability, and marginalisation;
environmental conflicts, displacement, resistance, and the role of
indigenous knowledge and local governance systems
Rules, Rights, and the Earth: Environmental regulations and policy
effectiveness; Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) processes
and reforms; litigation, public interest actions, environmental
rights, and decentralised governance mechanisms
Designing the Future We Want: Renewable energy innovations and
energy transitions; digital tools such as AI, GIS, and sensors for
environmental monitoring; circular manufacturing, green industrial
pathways, low-carbon development, and just transitions
Living with a Changing Climate: Climate modelling and risk
projections; nature-based adaptation strategies; extreme climatic
events and their socio-economic impacts; climate-resilient
agriculture and water systems
Cities at the Crossroads: Urban sustainability challenges related to
infrastructure and mobility; sustainable transport and mobility
futures; urban heat islands and microclimate dynamics; air quality,
public health, and policy responses; water-sensitive and resilient
urban design

ABOUT THE CONCLAVE

CONCLAVE THEMES

Last date for submission of Abstract: 10 Jan 2026
Intimation of selected participants: 15 Jan 2026
Last date for submission of Full Paper: 15 Feb 2026

IMPORTANT DATES

LINK TO GOOGLE FORM
https://forms.gle/vemUbW4ggxR8HHrF6
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PhD students
Research scholars who have recently submitted
their thesis
Early-career faculty members
Researchers from rural colleges and institutions
across South India are encouraged to apply.

PAPERS ARE INVITED FROM

Please send your abstract using the Google Form
Abstract should be less than 300 words,
accompanied by relevant keywords.
Manuscript should be in Times New Roman, 12 pt,
1.5-line spacing.
Based on the evaluation of abstract, a select
number of participants will be invited by 15 Jan
2026 to present their work at the conclave.
Those selected for participation must send the full
paper by or before 15 Feb 2026.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

No registration fee
Accommodation and food will be provided for the
selected participants.
Outstation participants are eligible for travel
allowance up to Rs. 3000 for the shortest rail route
(non-A/C sleeper) in accordance with the institute
norms.
Two keynote lectures from distinguished speakers
A Best Paper Award for a scholarly paper presented
Papers presented at the conclave will be published
as a proceedings volume with ISBN.

KEY FEATURES

The MIDS Scholars forum is an initiative of the PhD
scholars of MIDS, aimed at fostering an environment of
critical thinking and networking for social science
research scholars in South India. The forum, since its
inception, has organised various events from solidarity
gatherings to policy discussions within the campus.

ABOUT MIDS SCHOLARS FORUM

Founded in 1971 by Malcolm S. Adiseshiah, Madras
Institute of Development Studies (MIDS) is a national
research institute in Chennai, making remarkable
contributions to social science research, policy
recommendations and programme evaluation in the state
as well as the country. The Institute’s PhD programme,
affiliated with the University of Madras, has been
indispensable in promoting social science teaching and
training. The key objectives of the institute revolve around
conducting interdisciplinary research and educational
activities to promote social sciences and furthering
development.

ABOUT MIDS

WWW.MIDS.AC.IN

Humanity is currently experiencing profound ecological,
socio-economic, and technological transformations.
Climate change, accelerating urbanisation, increasing
resource pressures, widening inequalities, and rapid
technological advancements have exposed the limitations
of development approaches that treat environmental
challenges as isolated or sector-specific concerns. These
dynamics underscore the need for integrative
perspectives that account for the complex interactions
between ecological systems, social structures, and
institutional arrangements.

The theme of this year’s Student Annual Development
Conclave, “The Symbiotic Turn: Rewriting Relations
Between Nature, Knowledge, and Society,” emphasises a
relational approach to development that recognises the
mutual interdependence between nature, governance,
technology, and society. Environmental outcomes are
shaped by power relations and governance frameworks
that influence access to resources, distribution of risks,
and capacities for adaptation.

Legal and policy institutions play a critical role in
structuring environmental decision-making, while
technological innovation and development transitions—
particularly in energy systems, infrastructure, and
industrial pathways—are increasingly central to
sustainability strategies. These processes are unfolding
within the context of climate change, which intensifies
vulnerabilities across regions and sectors. Urban areas, in
particular, have emerged as key sites where climate risks,
infrastructure systems, public health, and social
inequalities intersect.

By engaging with these interlinked dimensions, the
conclave seeks to foster rigorous and interdisciplinary
dialogue on development pathways that are
environmentally sustainable, socially just, and
institutionally grounded.

CONCEPT NOTE

OBJECTIVES
To foster multidisciplinary engagement on
sustainability, environment, climate, society, and
development
To promote integrative thinking that recognises
interdependence between ecological, economic,
technological, and social systems
To encourage critical and transformative research
approaches
To facilitate dialogue between scholars, practitioners,
policymakers, and civil society
To strengthen student-led networks for collaborative
research

Please write to the coordinators:
Dr Rida Wanbha Nongbri, Assistant Professor, MIDS,
rida@mids.ac.in
Dr Prajwal Nagesh, Assistant Professor, MIDS,
prajwal.nagesh@mids.ac.in
Ms Seena K M, Research Scholar, MIDS,
seena@mids.ac.in
scholarsforum@mids.ac.in

ENQUIRIES


